
100 HISTORY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

FLORIDA REPUBLICAN, EXTRA.
Jacksonville, Florida, April 6,1854.

GREAT AND DISASTROUS CONFLAGRATION

Jacksonville in Ruins.

Seventy Houses Consumed.

Loss over $300,000.
Two printing offices destroyed.

Yesterday at 1 o'clock p. m., the alarm of fire was given in this
town and in tour hours afterwards all the business portion of the town
was m ruins. 'I he fire originated in S. N. Williams' hay shed, on the
wharf, communicated, as is supposed, by a spark from the Charleston
steamer "rlorida'. It extended with astonishing rapidity in every
direction, spreading first along the block of stores on the south side
of Bay street, between Newnan and Ocean streets; thence communi-
cating with the square opposite on the north which was all consumed;
thence with the store of A. M. ieed and the Bank agency adjoining
on the west side of Ocean street, which were both destroyed; thence
with the square east of Newnan street and fronting on Bay, which
contained the large and handsome block known as byrne's building;
nearly the wnole square being consumed; at the same time with the
buildings on Bay street east of the point at which the fire originated,
and of Newnan street, which was at once swept away.

This was principally the course of and the area which has been
devastated by the devouring element. The wind was blowing strongly
at the time, and caused the course of the fire, at first, to be to the
westward by which several private dwellings at the extreme west end
of the town, and several stores, Moody's, Holmes's, and Fairbank's
mills, and the new hotel of Messrs. Day, were set on fire, but extin-
guished before any material damage was sustained. Still, the intense
heat from the first block was so great that that of itself ignited the
squares on the opposite side, and on the east, and the immense amount
of goods thrown from the stores along the whole of Bay street, formed
from the same cause an immense conflagration of spirits, oil, paints, etc.

By this fire seventy buildings were entirely destroyed. Of these,
twenty-three were stores, of the following persons, viz: F. Waver &
Co., provisions; C. D. Oak, and Wm. Grothe, jewelers; S. N. Williams,
grocer; J. P. Sanderson, dry goods and provisions; Bloodgood & Blouse,
do; H. Timanus, do; T. Hartridge, do; J. Mode, dry goods; James Han-
ham, grocer; Mr. Hernandez, tobacconist; C. DeWaal, auctioneer; L.
Capella, fruit store; J. Santo, do; A. M. Reed, dry goods and provisions;
M. Keil, do; A. B. Hussey, grocer; Mr. Moore, fruit store; J. L. Hogarth,
thinner; Ambler & Hoeg, dry goods and provisions; J. L. Ripley, cloth-
ing; J. C. Brown, fruit store; L. B. Amerman, dry goods; T. McMillan,
druggist; T. G. Myers, grocer; A. C. Acosta, fruit store; J. B. Howell,


