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At the foot of Market Street a fish market stood over the
water. This was the first market in the town.

East of Market Street the entire block was vacant. At
the foot of Liberty Street there was a ferry to cross the river,
operated to connect with the road to St. Augustine. A gar-
rison was kept at Fort Marion at that time and cattle
were forded at this ferry and driven to St. Augustine to fur-
nish beef for the soldiers. Lighters conveyed passengers,
vehicles, and freight across.

The block east of Liberty Street contained a fine grove
of trees. Public, out-of-door functions, such as barbecues,
Fourth of July celebrations, etc., were generally held here.
There was only one small building on the block-a carpenter's
shop near the water's edge.

East of Washington Street, the river bank was very much
higher, affording a steep sand hill that the children of the
neighborhood used as an amusement place, rolling and jump-
ing in the soft, white sand. Beyond this hill E. A. DeCottes
had a dwelling, and on the corner of Bay and Catherine,
Stephen Vandergrift and family lived.

The next block was vacant, except a small machine shop
near the middle of the block. John Clark's sawmill was near
Hogans Creek. Finegan's sawmill was on the river front on
the east side of the creek, and his family resided there, in-
cluding Constantia, Dora, and Martha Travis, daughters of
Mrs. Finegan by a former marriage.

Bay Street, North Side

On the north side of Bay Street, westward from Hogans
Creek to Catherine Street was a corn field until the early
1850's, when a grist mill was built near the creek. From
Catherine to Washington was unoccupied until Tony Canova
built a residence at the northeast corner of Washington.

At the northwest corner of Washington Street stood the
Merrick House, famous as the "haunted house". Peculiar
noises were often heard within, yet no ghosts appeared.
Some of the less superstitious said there was an underground
river at that point that caused the noises. All was vacant
thence to Liberty Street until 1851 or 1852, when J. C. Hem-
ming built a residence on the northeast corner of Liberty.

A store house stood on the northwest corner of Bay and
Liberty Streets, used for storing freight awaiting ferriage


