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* * * Neither can I do anything at improving my orange grove without
exposing myself to danger, for Indians are bolder than ever. They have
dispersed themselves into small parties and prowl about like wild
beasts. They have committed murders near us upon the public roads
that have been travelled in safety until this season and the prospect
never has been darker than the present for its termination. There is
no way to account for this state of things, but by the political condition
of our country, being on the eve of a presidential election. * * *

(Near) Mandarin, Jan'y. 1, 1842.
*- * You will doubtless think I had some cause for melancholy

reflections when I tell you that I was but little better than a guard for
protection-the Indians came into the very neighborhood of Mandarin,
murdered one family and plundered and burnt out three, and that I
had just gotten settled at my place again after spending 2 or 3 months'
time and some money. This is the third time I have been obliged to
abandon my place and sacrifice time, money, and everything but my
life. * * * In all former wars with the Indians they never were known
to come into Mandarin settlement before. And during this war of
more than six years they never have come nearer than Julington Creek
(to my neighbor, Mott, adjoining me); therefore at this late period
when this part of the country had been so long quiet the inhabitants of
Mandarin thought no more of Indians than if there were none in the
Territory, but now their fears are as great or greater than at any time
since the war broke out. It had been long reported and was generally
believed that the troops had gotten almost all the Indians out of the
Territory and that the war would soon be terminated. But alas! we
have just experienced another cruel disappointment and there is no
more security or prospect for its termination than at its commence-
ment. * * * I have barely room to say that the creeping, skulking
Indians never would have ventured into Mandarin settlement but that
there are no troops within 100 miles (20 or 30 except); they were all
taken south in pursuit of Sam Jones and his warriors. I hear that
troops are on their way to be stationed near us for our protection. If
so I may return to my place, for all that return to reoccupy their places
are now furnished with provisions till the next crop season. * * *

Bibliography, Chapter VII
aSee histories of Sprague, Williams, and Coe in relation to the Seminole war;

bHistory of Florida, Webb; cTerritory of Florida, Williams; dNewspaper account
written by nephew of Mrs. Mathas; Ienternational Encyclopedia, see "Crisis", "Repu.
diation," etc.; fLetters of J. P. Belknap in possession of M. A. Brown of Jacksonville.


