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population of Jacksonville was about one hundred. I. D.
Hart now had his turn with L. Z. Hogans with respect to "I
told you so".

The settlement on the St. Johns was approaching the
stage when its citizens wished to incorporate and have a
bona-fide town government. It was soon accomplished. Act
No. 70 of the Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida,
Session of 1832, was Jacksonville's first charter. This char-
ter is worthy of careful reading, for it gives an insight into
the conditions of the time, either existing or expectant. The
charter follows in full.

Jacksonville's First Charter, 1832

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Governor and the Legislative Council
of the Territory of Florida, That all the free white male inhabitants
of the age of twenty-one years and over, comprehended within a line
commencing at a point on the South bank of the river St. Johns, oppo-
site Hogan's creek, on the north side, running north half a mile up said
creek, thence west one mile and a half to McCoy's creek, thence south
to a point on the south side of the river St. Johns, opposite to McCoy's
creek, thence east to the point of beginning and their successors be,
and are hereby declared to be a body politic and corporate, by the
name and style of the Town of Jacksonville, with all the rights, lib-
erties, privileges, powers, and authorities incident to and appertaining
to a corporation, body politic, or a natural person; and by the said
name and style may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, hold,
possess, and enjoy real estate and personal property; and dispose of
and transfer the same, and so dispose of and manage the funds of said
city, as shall be most beneficial to the interests thereof.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted that the government of said town,
shall be vested in a person to be called a mayor, and four aldermen
to compose a council for the management of the affairs of the town.
The Mayor and aldermen shall be elected annually, on the first Monday
of April, from among such of the qualified voters of said town hereby
incorporated, as shall have resided within the limits thereof at least
one month, and shall be housekeepers therein.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said Council shall have the
power and authority to pass all laws and ordinances, that may be
necessary and expedient for the good government of said town, and
the preservation of the public morals; Provided, that they are not
inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the United States, and
the power hereby granted, Provided no law or ordinance in this respect,
shall be inconsistent with any law of this Territory-They shall espe-
cially have power to regulate, improve, alter, and extend the streets,
lanes, avenues, and public squares, and to open new streets, and to
cause encroachments, obstructions, decayed buildings, and old ruins


