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First Civil Case

The first civil case called for trial was that of Ephraim
Harrison vs. John D. Vaughan. The record does not show
the nature of this litigation, but evidently it was of some
importance, as Judge Smith ordered the continuance of the
case until the next term. The record recites:'"

"(In case) This day came the parties aforesaid, by their attorneys,
and thereupon came a jury, to wit:-F. D. McDonnell, Lewis Christopher,
Britton Knight, James Rouse, William Sparkman, John Higginbotham,
David Turner, Matthew H. Philips, John G. Brown, John G. Rushing,
William G. Dawson and Lewis Thigpen, who were sworn well and truly
to try the issue joined between the parties; and on motion of the plain-
tiff by his attorney, and for reasons appearing satisfactory to the court,
it is ordered that the jury be discharged from rendering a verdict here-
in, and that this cause be continued until the next term, upon the plain-
tiff paying all costs of the defendant herein expended."

County Courts

In 1823, the Legislature made some changes in the origin-
al method of county government and appointed new jus-
tices, but it was not until the following year, 1824, that the
law vested them with powers about equal to our present
justices of the peace. They had jurisdiction over probate
matters, over the police of the county, and performed the
duties of county supervisors. As a court they had a certain
amount of jurisdiction in minor cases.a The first incumbents
under this law, appointees of the governor, were: John L.
Doggett, presiding; F. Bethune and John Houston, appointed
December 30, 1824.c The minutes of this court in the early
years are still preserved. The actual duties seem to have
been mostly with matters pertaining to the roads of the
county and to the question of raising funds for the comple-
tion of the court house and keeping it in repair. Even as
late as 1840, the notation "Met and adjourned, there being
no business" often appears.

*"Court Day" in the early days was the time when the
people of the county came to town whether they had court
business or not. They assembled to trade, to hear the "news"
and to mix with their fellow men. Here and there among the
trees could be seen little groups dickering on a horse trade;
others in the stores bargaining with the storekeepers for im-
plements and supplies, while loitering around the court house


