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giving the necessary directions for the companies to advance, and obey
the instructions which had been previously given to them, and which
appeared exactly suited to the situation in which we found the enemy.
As soon as Fort's company, at the head of which I had placed myself,
had advanced to the proper ground, I discovered the Indians falling
back, and making every preparation for battle, by unslinging their
packs, trimming their rifles, and each man taking his place. We con-
tinued to advance, taking advantage of the trees in our progress, until
we were within 130 yards of the Indians, when many of them fired, and
I immediately ordered the charge, which drove them from behind the
trees, and caused them to retire with the greatest precipitation; our
men all the while firing at them, slew several, and by repeated charges
drove them half a mile, when they took shelter in the swamp. It unfor-
tunately happened, I presume through inadvertence, that Humphrey's
company in filing to the right took too great a circuit, got a small
swamp between them and the enemy, and thereby rendered the victory
less decisive than it would have been had the whole charged together,
and before the Indians had dispersed themselves and extended their
force, which they soon did, nearly half a mile up and down the swamp.
The company, however, was of service afterwards in preventing the
enemy, after their dispersion, from entering our camp, retaking their
baggage and provisions, all of which fell into our hands, or falling
upon the wounded, that had been sent to the rear. The action, including
the skirmishing upon the flanks, lasted two hours and a half, the Indians
frequently attempting to outflank us and get in our rear, but were
repulsed by the companies extending to the right and left. We had
one man killed and nine wounded, two of which have since died of their
wounds. The loss of the enemy must have been considerable. I saw
seven fall to the ground with my own eyes, among whom was their
king, Payne; two of them fell near the swamp, the rest our men had
the curiosity to scalp. The rifle company on the right and Broadnax's
on the left, speak of killing several near the swamp, who were borne
off by their comrades, it being a principle among the savages to carry
off their dead at the risk of their lives.

We remained on the battle ground watching the movements of the
Indians, who were near the swamp painting themselves, and appeared
to be in consultation, all of which indicated an intention to renew the
combat. Accordingly a half an hour before sunset, having obtained a
considerable reinforcement of Negroes and Indians, from their towns,
they commenced the most horrid yells imaginable, imitating the cries
and noise of almost every animal of the forest, their chiefs advancing
in front in a stooping serpentine manner, and making the most wild
and frantic gestures, until they approached within two hundred yards
of us, when they halted and commenced firing. Our men were not to
be alarmed by their noise and yells, but as instructed, remained per-
fectly still and steady behind logs and trees until the enemy by this
forbearance bad approached somewhat nearer, when a brik and well-


