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Bayard). This service delayed for a few days our expedition to the
(Indian) nation; and when the detachment again assembled upon thb
St. Johns, and were about to commence to march, the men had but six
or seven days to serve. About this time I received a letter from Col.
Smith, advising me to propose to the detachment an extension of their
service for 15 or 20 days longer, as the time for which they were
engaged was deemed insufficient to accomplish any object of the ex-
pedition. This measure I had contemplated, and its sanction by the
colonel met with my most hearty approbation; for I was unwilling to
proceed to the enemy's country with a single man, who would declare
that, in any event, he would not serve a day longer than the time for
which he had originally volunteered. I accordingly assembled the
detachment, and after stating the necessity of a tender of further
service, proposed that the men should volunteer for three weeks longer;
when 84 men, including officers, stepped out and were enrolled, which,
with the addition of 23 volunteer militia sent to my aid by Col. Smith,
and 9 patriots under the command of Capt. Cone, made my whole force
amount to 117. With this small body, provided with four days' provi-
sions and 12 horses, I was determined to proceed to the (Indian) nation
and give those merciless savages at least one battle; and I was embold-
ened in this determination by the strong expectation of being succored
by a body of cavalry from St. Mary's, and which it has since appeared
did assemble at Colerain (Ga.), but proceeded no farther.

On the evening of the 24th of September (1812) we left the St.
Johns, marching in Indian file, Capt. Humphrey's company of riflemen
in front, Capt. Fort's company, under the command of Lieut. Fannin,
in the center, and Capt. Coleman's company, with Cone's detachment,
under the command of Lieut. Broadnax, in the rear. A small party
marched in front of the main body, and another in the rear, the open-
ness of the country, except in particular places, rendered it unnecessary
to employ men upon the right and left. Our encampment at nights,
there being three companies, was in the form of a triangle, with the
baggage in the center, the men with their clothes on, lying with their
feet pointing outwards, and their firelocks in their arms. In case of
attack, the officers were instructed to bring up their companies upon
the right and left of the company fronting the enemy, and attend to
the Indian mode of fighting until ordered to charge. In case of meeting
the enemy upon our march, Humphrey's company was instructed to
file off to the right, Fort's company to advance and form to the front
in single rank, and Coleman's company to file off to the left; the whole
then to advance in the form of a crescent, and endeavor to encircle the
enemy.

On the morning of the fourth day of our march, when within six
or seven miles of the Lotchaway towns (near Newnan's Lake, Alachua
County), our advance party discovered a party of Indians marching
along the path meeting us, and at the same moment they appeared to
have discovered us. As soon as I was informed of it, I lost no time In


