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"the land was fresh in the bloom of Spring and the fields were
covered with flowers" is pretty and pleasing, but it does not
conform to the circumstances as we know them now in the
early part of April even in the mildest season.

There is no record that Ponce de Leon explored the coun-
try away from the coast. He found nothing here to lead him
to suspect the existence of gold and precious metals in the
country; and incidentally, no spring the waters of which
possessed the qualities of restoring health and vigor, that
tradition said existed somewhere in this part of the world.
He did not tarry long. Boarding his vessels on the 8th of
April, he soon turned back, struggling against the currents
of the gulf stream in his progress southward.

* From the top of the sand dunes in that locality the eye
rests upon what appear to be refreshing woodlands. They
are the oases hiding from view that stretch of marsh behind the
dunes known as "The Guana," beginning seven miles below
Pablo Beach and extending south toward the mouth of the
North River at St. Augustine. Those who have been in "The
Guana" duck hunting and waded the mud flats and network of
marsh creeks there know from experience why Ponce de Leon
remained on the beach near his vessels and did not attempt to
penetrate the interior at this point.

Indians of That Dayt
The natives of the Florida peninsula in Columbian times

comprised a number of tribes, each governed by a different
chief. They did not live in constant peace and harmony with
one another and sometimes were engaged in bitter tribal
wars. This part of Florida was occupied by the Timuqua or
Timucua tribe, whose domain reached from the St. Marys
River to the headwaters of the St. Johns, but principally
along the lower St. Johns.

The costumes of the Timuquas were scanty, being scarce-
ly more than a loin-cloth of buckskin for the men and for the
women a fringe of Spanish moss tied around the waist. Both
men and women painted their bodies in fantastic fashion;
both wore heavy stone ornaments suspended from the lobes
of their ears which they pierced for the purpose. The men
wore their hair drawn to a peak at the top of their heads and
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