
FOREWORD

Two times there was a wholesale destruction of Jackson-
ville's official records-in the War Between the States and
by the fire of May 3, 1901. The author's effort in this work
was to collect all of the available authentic matter for per-
manent preservation in book form. The record closes as of
December 31, 1924.

The record is derived from many sources-long forgotten
books and pamphlets; old letters and diaries that have been
stored away as family memorials of the past; newspapers
beginning with the St. Augustine Herald in 1822 (on fileat the
Congressional Library at Washington) fragmentary for the
early years, but extremely valuable for historical research;
almost a complete file of local newspapers from 1875 to date;
from the unpublished statements of old residents of condi-
tions and outstanding events within the period of their clear
recollection; and from a multitude of other sources of reli-
ability. The search through the highways and the byways
for local history was in the spare moments of the author
stretching over a period of a score of years, a pastime
"hobby" with no idea of making money out of it. No attempt
has been made to discuss the merits of any incident, but
only to present the facts, just as they were and just as they
are, from the records and sources indicated.

It is an unwritten law of copyright to give credit for the
use of another's record or research in any publication. Such
acknowledgment is made herein by connecting marks in the
text leading to footnotes and to the bibliographies found at
the end of each chapter. The use of the single asterisk (*)
is reserved to indicate observations or remarks by the author
of this history thrown into the text as little sidelights con-
nected with the subject. This publication is fully protected
under copyright with all rights reserved by the author; how-
ever it is not his desire to restrict its use as a reference his-
tory, and the courtesy of the unwritten law referred to above
is extended to those who may find use for it.
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