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Spring break     
at the beach
There’s a lot more to do on 
Longboat Key’s beaches 
during spring break than 
splash in the water or build 
sand castles.

Brayden, 8, and Andy 
Gold, 4, from Louisville, 
Kentucky, learned that while 
visiting their grandparents. 
They did a little clamming 
March 30 (top).

Just up the beach a day 
later, another group of kids, 
cousins Grayson and Ellie 
Tester of Madison, Wis-
consin, and Jacob Reyes of 
Naperville, Illinois, visiting 
their grandparents, spotted 
(but didn’t touch) a small 
shark (above).

YOUR TOWN

Public Works, 
public service
Robert “Rob” Habedank of 
the town’s’ Public Works 
Department had a different 
kind of work day Monday.

Habedank was on duty 
at Bayfront Park when a 
woman’s dog jumped off the 
seawall into Sarasota Bay at 
the south end of park.

A nearby couple tried to 
help but couldn’t find a path 
through the mangroves to 
reach the pet. When the 
couple sought Habedank’s 
help nearby, he jumped into 
the water, made friends with 
the dog and lifted him out.

“A wonderful Public Works 
employee who didn’t hesi-
tate for a minute to help,’’ 
said Elaine Kaufman, who 
saw it all unfold.

Courtesy photos

Mark Bergin 

Town officials selected about $280,000 in work on the 
sewage system from a list of about a dozen projects. 

Town 
picks its 
projects
Sewage-system 
upgrades approved 
as part of agreement 
with state regulators. 
SEE PAGE 3A

Chief heads back
to school Smith accepts top cop job 

at Florida Gulf Coast U. 
SEE PAGE 2A

Nat Kaemmerer

Suzanne and Reef Keating take a break from egg hunting at Sand Cay on Sunday. 

A+E

Classically new. 

SEE PAGE 12B

EASTER 
MEMORIES
A lot about the spring 
holiday seemed normal. 
SEE PAGE 1B
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*For financing for 48 months a minimum purchase of $3000 or more is required to qualify. For financing of 12 months a minimum purchase of $300 or more is required to qualify. Interest will be charged to your account from the promotional purchase date. Equal Monthly Payments are required. Offer applies to only single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be 
charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 

purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Furniture must be delivered within 90 days for all financing offers. All prices include Hot Buys or Coupon savings. Terms of promotions - 
Previous purchase excluded, cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Promotion offers exclude Hot Buys, floor models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery, or service charge. **Next Day Delivery or Pick Up during Covid pertains to in-stock merchandise. All items in the ad are in stock now or available within a week, while supplies last.

SOUTH SARASOTA 
5252 S. Tamiami Trail 
(at Phillippi Creek) 

941-260-9601

NORTH SARASOTA 
4027 N Washington Blvd 

(Hwy 301) 
941-351-8600

BRADENTON 
1100 Cortez Rd W  

(corner US Hwy 41) 
941-749-6069

ELLENTON
5814 18th Street East  

(across Premium Outlets) 
941-479-7900

VENICE 
550 S Seaboard Ave 
(US Hwy 41 Bypass) 

941-485-3211

PORT CHARLOTTE 
1241 El Jobean Rd 

(across Sam’s) 
941-764-8700Stores Hours:  

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6

$$3993999999Continuous Continuous support
Beautyrest® Daydream Plush 
Queen Mattress.

$$7997999999Cottage Cottage living
Queen headboard, footboard, rails,
dresser and mirror. 

$$3993999999
5-PC5-PC

VersatileVersatile  styling
Ladder back design with two-tone finish. 
Includes table & 4 chairs.

$$5995999999
SOFASOFA

Coastal Coastal look
Sophisticated design with rolled
arms, loose cushions and wood legs.
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TALE OF
THE TAPE
Comparison of Longboat 
Key and Florida Gulf Coast 
University, by the numbers:

ANNUAL SALARY
FOR KELLI SMITH
■ Longboat Key: $115,000
■ FGCU: $125,000

POPULATION
■ Longboat Key: 7,098 full-
time residents, up to 24,000 
during winter months
■ FGCU: About 16,000 
students, faculty and staff

SIZE OF POLICE 
DEPARTMENT
■ Longboat Key: 18 sworn 
officers and supervisors and 
three civilian employees
■ FGCU: 18 officers and 
supervisors and six civilian 
employees

DEPARTMENT BUDGET
■ Longboat Key: $3.18 
million, not including capital 
budget
■ FGCU: $2.1 million, not 
including additional grant 
money the department 
receives

SERVICE CALLS IN 2020
■ Longboat Key: 11,889 
■ FGCU: 26,736 

SIZE OF JURISDICTION
■ Longboat Key: About  
4.27 square miles
■ FGCU: About 1 square 
mile for the main campus

Sources: Town of Longboat Key and  
Florida Gulf Coast University

MARK BERGIN
STAFF WRITER

Longboat Key will soon begin 
searching for a new police chief 
for the second time in a year.

Police Chief Kelli Smith 
announced last week she would 
resign April 30. She is due to start 
May 3 as police chief of Florida 
Gulf Coast University in Fort 
Myers.

“I said in my statement we 
were disappointed, but I think 
it’s a great opportunity for Chief 
Smith, and I’ve wished her well in 
the transition, and I want to focus 
on now what’s best for the town 
moving forward,” Town Manager 
Tom Harmer said.

Smith, who started Oct. 26, 
2020, declined to speak with the 
Longboat Observer and instead 
referred to her resignation letter.

“I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say thank you for the 
privilege of serving as the chief of 
police for the town of Longboat 
Key,” Smith wrote in her letter. 
“During my tenure, we were able 
to accomplish a lot.”

In her cover letter to FGCU, 
Smith wrote: “In 2020, I returned 
to Florida and have been the police 
chief for the town of Longboat 
Key. While this opportunity is 
rewarding, I deeply miss the stu-
dent experience side of university 
policing and the opportunity to 
engage with tomorrow’s leaders.”

The town is set to select an 
interim chief while looking for 
Smith’s permanent successor.

“It’s an area that I plan to be 
patient on, especially the longer-
term appointment of a permanent 
chief,” Harmer said. 

“I don’t want to rush into that. 
I want to take our time with that, 
so we’re not going to advertise it 
immediately.”

The town had discussions 
with employees within the 
police department and depart-
ment heads and had nearby law 
enforcement agencies assist in 
the interview process to hire 
Smith.

“It’s something that we’ll do 
again,” Harmer said.

Deputy Police Chief Frank 
Rubino was among two internal 

candidates who applied for the 
police chief role before the town 
hired Smith. Former Police Chief 
Pete Cumming promoted Rubino 
to deputy chief in April 2014. 
Rubino took a job as captain in 
February 2013.

“Any qualified applicant will 
be able to submit,” Harmer said. 
“It’s too early in the process to say 
how many there will be or what-
not, but anyone that’s interested 

in the position internally should 
communicate that to us.”

In October 2020, Cumming 
retired after a 40-year career in 
law enforcement, which included 
12 years in Longboat Key.

Smith came into the position 
with 29 years of law enforcement 
experience, which included roles 
with the police departments of 
North Arizona University and the 
University of Central Florida.

Officials begin 
search for new 
police chief
Longboat Key Police Chief Kelli Smith’s 
resignation is effective as of April 30.

Mark Bergin

Kelli Smith is due to start May 3 as the police chief of Florida Gulf Coast 
University in Fort Myers.
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MARK BERGIN
STAFF WRITER

L
ongboat Key town com-
missioners voted unani-
mously Monday to move 
forward with a pair of 
projects to satisfy a state 

order connected to the town’s 
June 2020 sewage line break.

The town is proposing to 
bypass, clean, repair and line a 
wet well at Master Lift Station D 
on Gulf Bay Road, which would 
cost about $182,000. The plan 
also includes another $100,000 
to replace an existing 2006 back-
up generator at the lift station.

For now, commissioners decid-
ed to forego enhancing the sea-
wall at Bayfront Park. There was 
also consideration of conducting 
a living shoreline study with the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission and the Sarasota Bay 
Estuary Program.

“We believe both of those 
projects to be submitted directly 
enhance the sewer system, and 
therefore we think they’re appro-
priate for an in-kind [project] 
versus paying a penalty,” Town 
Manager Tom Harmer said. “We 
would rather spend the money on 
projects or infrastructure here at 
the town than paying a fine even 
though the fine amount is less.”

The total of $282,000 surpasses 
the $281,073 required by the Flor-
ida Department of Environmental 
Protection. In March, the town 
chose to pursue in-kind projects 
instead of paying $188,382 in civil 
penalties and costs.

The consent order requires the 
town to submit its project list for 
FDEP review by May 3. The FDEP 
is set to approve the town’s proj-
ect by Aug. 31, and the plan is 
to complete the environmental 
projects by February 2022.

“There’s some opportunity for 
some back and forth,” Harmer 
said. “They may want clarifica-
tion or follow-up information.”

If the FDEP does not approve 
Longboat Key’s project list, which 
includes making revisions, the 
town would be responsible for 
paying the penalty.

Public Works Director Isaac 
Brownman is overseeing the 
management of the town’s con-

sent order. Brownman explained 
how the town decided the wet 
well project would be worthwhile 
after it got cleaned last year.

“Once it was cleaned, it was 
determined that it would be a very 
good idea to line that wet well to 
preserve the life and longevity of 
that wet well,” Brownman said. 
“Again, all of the effluent from 
Longboat Key travels through that 
wet well before it gets pumped off 
the island.”

ALREADY FUNDED
The proposed wet well lining 
project and replacing the genera-
tor would be funded in the town’s 
capital improvement plan. Mayor 
Ken Schneier expressed his con-
cern about whether the planned 
funding would prompt the FDEP 
to reject the proposed project.

“I’m just wondering whether it 
might be a disqualified or a lead 
to possible disqualification if we 
indicated that it’s already a proj-
ect that we have in mind that is 
funded in our capital program?” 
Schneier said.

Town Attorney Maggie Mooney 
said it shouldn’t disqualify the 
town.

“The fact that we have built this 
into a budget should not in and of 
itself disqualify this project for 
consideration from the [FDEP],” 
Mooney said. “That said, we do 
have certain restrictions on the 
type and uses of funds that are set 
forth in the consent order.”

Harmer said the town still 
needs to put together its formal 
plan to submit to the state, which 
includes timing and benefits.

The town is in the process of 
advancing its redundant pipeline 
project, which has an estimated 
cost of $16 million. Although the 
town has budgeted for the redun-
dant pipeline project in its utility 
capital fund, it would not count as 
part of the consent order.

Commissioner Sherry Dom-
inick said she favored the 
$282,000 environmental project 
versus spending a total of about 
$318,000 to include the sea-
wall enhancement and shoreline 
study.

“We’re going to have a very large 
commitment to fund a redundant 
pipeline in the not too distant 

future it seems like,” Dominick 
said. “It seems to me that [the] 
Fish and Wildlife project is a bit 
of a … wish list.”

Brownman acknowledged the 
FWC was using Bayfront Park 
as a pilot study area last year to 
analyze four approaches to shore-
lines. He said the FWC canceled 
the project because of budgeting 
issues and the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

FWC has told the town it would 
be open to resuming the Bayfront 
Park study at some point.

Other unfunded projects the 
town considered included using 
wireless technology in combina-
tion with a device to get real-time 
data on coastal conditions in the 
Gulf of Mexico or Sarasota Bay; 
completing the walking loop at 
the Quick Point Nature Preserve 
Trail; and donating a town-
owned, environmentally sensi-
tive land.

“Although I think the seawall 
and the Quick Point projects are 
both very good projects that I think 
are worth undertaking, I wonder 
whether the benefit of doing that 
kind of a purely environmental 
project is not outweighed by the 

negative of the uncertainty of 
being able to complete it or hav-
ing some issue about it not being 
approved,” Schneier said.

Schneier mentioned how 
unfunded projects could be 
addressed when the town begins 
its budgeting process for fis-
cal year 2022. The commission’s 
first special workshop meeting 
for budgeting is set for May 18.

“I think that the environmental 
projects that have been suggested 
today are extremely worthwhile,” 
Schneier said. “I think they 
should be addressed through the 
budgeting process and through 
any other sources that we may be 
able to come up with, and partly 
because I think we need to be 
laser-focused on this FDEP order 
on coming up with what we are 
sure will be an acceptable and a 
certain project to present to them.

“And if they want something 
different, then we do have a legit-
imate fallback.

SEEKING REDRESS
As of March, Town Finance 
Director Sue Smith estimated the 
sewage break has already cost the 
town $453,287.

The town has asked the envi-
ronmental engineering firm 
Greeley and Hansen for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
compensation after the June 2020 
sewage break. Greeley and Hansen 
provided an Aug. 14, 2017, report 
that estimated the pipe that broke 
had 20-25 years of life remaining. 
The force main was built in 1973. 
In their first response to the town, 
lawyers for the firm rejected the 
notion of the town’s request for 
compensation.

A town-hired consultant esti-
mated about 14.7 million gallons 
of sewage spilled from June 17-30, 
2020, about 400 feet from the 
shores of Sarasota Bay.

In December 2020, consultant 
Berkeley Research Group found 
a buried log rubbing against 
the underground pipeline likely 
caused the break.

In August 2020, Environmental 
Science Associates determined 
the environmental effect of the 
break was low based on its water-
sample testing in the Sarasota Bay 
waters.

Photos by Mark Bergin

Lift Station D at 
521 Gulf Bay Road 
collects sewage 
from Longboat Key 
and pumps it to a 
treatment facility in 
Bradenton.

Town leaders select well upgrade, 
generator replacement to satisfy 
state consent order connected 
to 2020 sewer spill.

ON THE WATERFRONT

Commissioners said a seawall 
enhancement at Bayfront Park was 
worthy, but decided against it.

OTHER 
BUDGET 
ITEMS
Other budgeted 
improvements in 
the capital plan 
include:

$9,500
Installing a 
Supervisory 
Control and Data 
Acquisition panel 
and pressure 
monitoring gauge 
at the Manatee 
County Southwest 
Water Reclamation 
Facility

$22,000
Installing a  
14-inch 
wastewater  
flow meter

$26,000
Cleaning and 
inspecting of 
the wastewater 
collection system 
in the northern 
section of 
Longbeach Village
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5570 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, FL 34228 
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TO SUBSCRIBE
Free home delivery: The Longboat Observer offers free home delivery  
to single-family homes on Longboat Key, Bird Key, St. Armands Key, 

 Lido Key and Lido Shores.  
The Longboat Observer also delivers to every condominium, resort  

and commercial building on Longboat Key and Lido Key. 

To subscribe: Please call Donna Condon at 941-366-3468, Ext. 301,  
or email dcondon@yourobserver.com. 
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Three months / $61 Three months / $128 Three months / $160 
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https://twitter.com/observergroup
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Kat Hughes, khughes@yourobserver.com
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call Emma Burke at 941-366-3468, Ext. 344. 
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484-9911 • 128 W.Venice Ave.
www.sandysdesignerclothing.com
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A Unique Boutique with
Arty Clothing in Sizes XS to XXL.

Celebrating 15 Years in Venice of
dressing Women with Panache!

• Bali
• cut.loose
• Flax
• IC Collection

• Luukaa
• Sympli...
• Terra

and much more!

Sandy’s Closet
Samples and Closeouts of Famous

Labels at wholesale prices!

484-9911 • 128 W. Venice Ave.
www.sandysdesignerclothing.com

Sandy’s Closet
Samples and Closeouts of Famous Labels

at wholesale prices!

• Avalin • Bali
• Et Lois • Flax
• IC Collection • Jess and Jane
• Luukaa • Prarie Cotton
• Sympli • cut.loose

A Unique Boutique with
Arty Clothing in Sizes XS to XXL.
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New Style Shutters 

Voted One of Sarasota’s 
Best 28 Years in a Row!

Janet and Curt Mattson 
Owners

Sarasota     941-925-7800 • www.mmwallcoveringsblinds.com                      
4801 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota • Across from The Landings

Blinds • Shutters • Draperies • Wallcoverings  
Wallcoverings & Blinds, Inc....Since 1989

Your Home 
Deserves 

Hunter Douglas
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ERIC GARWOOD
MANAGING EDITOR

Y
ou’ve been had, dear reader.

Had by our traditional 
April Fool’s zaniness that 
tiptoes on a razor’s edge 

between Mad and Newsweek. 
Funny, but almost believable.

We know you’re smart enough 
to get the joke — eventually. And 
in case you were preoccupied  
and didn’t give reading your full 
attention, we always own up to 
it in “It’s War”-sized type on 
the fourth page, right before our 
regular news begins, with a tradi-
tional front page. Gotcha!

What’s our goal? Well…
“I have never heard my son 

laugh as hard as when he realized 
he had been ‘played,’” a Long-
boater wrote us last week. “Many 
thanks to you and your staff.”

We’re laughing right along-
side you. (The managing editor 
turns to a co-worker, whispering, 
‘They’re laughing, right?”)

We’ve been doing this for years. 

Decades even. Every spring, in the 
edition as close to April 1 as possi-
ble — what a treat 2021 is turning 
out to be, right? — we spin paper-
thin premises with the help of 
such sources as a scientist named 
Hayes T. Conclusions, which we 
then flesh out with ludicrously 
misshapen story angles remotely 
connected to local happenings.

Meetings are held. More meet-
ings are held. Ideas are spiked or 
remodeled. Rewrites are ordered. 
Photoshop is used.

So, no:
■ Giant dunes like those seen 
in “Lawrence of Arabia” are not 
coming to Longboat beaches;
■  Angry millennials aren’t 
demanding changes to the names 
of town landmarks; and
■ Power tools won’t be banned in 
favor of Manual Mondays.
     Always, though, a schmeckle of 
truth shines through, as another 
reader wondered when he saw 
his hometown of Downers Grove, 
Illinois, appear in an April Fool’s 
story about an oh-so-pretentious 
artist and wondered if he had 
somehow missed a local celebrity. 
     Truth is, that story originally 
featured the town of Downers 
Grove, New Jersey. But a quick 
fact check spotted the little sub-
urban village in the right state. 
     Fact-checking. 
     In a story totally made up. 
     Us in a nutshell.

April Fool’s strikes 
again in the Observer
Wacky sources, ludicrously 
misshapen story angles and 
paper-thin premises add  
up to our annual festival  
of foolishness.

May 28-30, 2021 • Hyatt Regency, Sarasota, FL

Professor M. El Shahawy 
MD, MS, FACP, FESC, FASH, 
FASPC, FSCCT, FAHA, FACC 
President of the International 
Society for Cardiovascular 
Disease Prevention 
Program Director

Professor J. Cohn 
MD, FACC, FAHA 

Vice President of the 
International Society for 
Cardiovascular Disease 

Prevention 
Program Co-Director

Endorsed by the

        

Cardiovascular Health
Assessment Center

CARDIOVASCULAR
CENTER OF SARASOTA

FLORIDA CHAPTER

Free for nurses, medical students & residents if registered prior to April 15, 2021 
Nominally discounted registration fees for other Health Care Providers!

Must pre-register to guarantee a seat

SUNDAY MORNING SESSION FREE TO THE PUBLIC
For Travel Accommodations, Please Contact: AdmiralTravel.com   |   941-951-1801

or Call 941-366-9800
Register Online at: cardiologycenter.net or iscvdp.org

21/21/21

National Congress
21st Annual National Sarasota Congress on

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE PREVENTION
Approved for 12.5 CME accredited program by FMA

Sponsored By The International Society for Cardiovascular Disease Prevention (ISCVDP) and 

The Cardiovascular Center of Sarasota Foundation for Research & Education

Hosted by 21 of the most renowned professors in cardiology including current Presidents of the 

World Health Federation (WHF) and past President of the American College of Cardiology (ACC).
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In celebration of our 46th Anniversary in providing quality 
Cardiovascular Care to Sarasota County residents 

The Cardiovascular Center of Sarasota 
and the El Shahawy Family Foundation 

are pleased to sponsor the
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CAREwe
because we about you.

for you

941.953.9080  •  LernerCohen.com
1921 Waldemere Street, Suite 814  •  Sarasota, FL 34239

Dr. Brad S. Lerner  |  Dr. Louis M. Cohen  |  Dr. James R. Cocco  |  Dr. Amy M. Roth

The Doctor Is In. Always.™

We believe your doctor should get to know you personally, have  

the flexibility to see you at any time, and commit to delivering  

benefit-oriented care and advice tailored to your unique needs. 

Discover how LernerCohen puts the CARE in Healthcare.  

Schedule a meet and greet to see if concierge care is right for you.
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Whitney Plaza owner seeks residential density referendum

ERIC GARWOOD
MANAGING EDITOR

The owner of Whitney Beach Pla-
za is seeking a path forward with 
the town to redevelop at least a 
portion of the property and is 
requesting a referendum to add 
residential density.

Ryan Snyder, in an April 2 let-
ter to Mayor Ken Schneier, said he 
“would like for this referendum 
to be held at a special election as 
soon as practical.”

Snyder said he would seek a 
maximum of 10 units on about 
3.75 acres that fronts Gulf of Mex-
ico Drive in the 6800 block and 
backs up to the northernmost fin-
ger of Bishops Bayou. Snyder said 
his company, Whitney Plaza LLC, 
would cover all costs of an off-
cycle election and that he seeks an 
opportunity to speak before the 
Town Commission when it con-
siders the referendum request.

“Whitney Beach Plaza is 
approaching its 50th birthday 
and is overdue to be developed,” 
he said.

A referendum sets into motion 
permission to raise the residential 
density on the land — from zero as 
it stands to a figure specified on 
the ballot. In addition to approv-
ing ballot language for the ref-
erendum, commissioners would 
still have to approve a change from 
commercial to residential zoning 

if the referendum is approved by 
voters. Typically, commissioners 
would review such a request in a 
workshop setting before schedul-
ing two public hearings on it. 

It’s not the first time Snyder has 
tried to redevelop the shopping 
plaza. Through the years, the site 
has changed hands and been ren-
ovated into the architecture seen 
today. It has seen upswings with 
business arrivals and downfalls 
when businesses pulled out, often 
citing slow business. 

In November 2016, town vot-
ers struck down by about 20 per-
centage points his request aimed 
at adding residential density to 
build up to 18 homes in a mixed-
use configuration.

In September 2016, a ballot 
proposal put forth by another 
developer connected to a plan 
to build a four-story, 120-room 
hotel at the site of today’s Whit-
ney’s Beachside was rejected by 
40 points.

The town requires voter 
approval of increases in residen-
tial zoning beyond six units per 
acre, or conversion of commercial 
uses into residential uses because 
no residential density exists on 
such property.

Of the five such requests put to 
town voters since 2016, one was  
approved — in 2019 for 1.8 acres 
at 5630 Gulf of Mexico Drive (by 11 
points), though that was the sec-
ond time around. It was initially 

rejected alongside the 2017 Colo-
ny Beach & Tennis Resort request.

“The Town Commission may 
recall that I unsuccessfully sought 
a referendum in 2016, and a couple 
of commissioners were critical of 
my efforts at that time,” Snyder 
wrote. “I agree with the criticisms 
made by those commissioners as 
not enough was done on my part 
to educate the electors prior to the 
referendum occurring.”

Snyder wrote that redevelop-
ment of Whitney Plaza would add 
green space, reduce traffic and 
improve aesthetics while retain-
ing some commercial space.

“Simply put, the 2016 referen-
dum occurred at the wrong time,” 
he wrote, adding that his initial 

request followed closely behind 
rejection of Floridays’ density 
request. “Over the past four 
years, I’ve spoken with numer-
ous residents of the town and 
have received a lot of positive and 
constructive feedback.”

In 2019, James Brearley and 
partners opened Whitney’s 
Beachside, a casual eatery at the 
corner of Broadway Street and 
Gulf of Mexico Drive. Addition-
ally, the owners of Mar Vista 
Dockside successfully petitioned 
for land just north of Whitney 
Plaza to be converted into a park-
ing site for the nearby restaurant 
and moved a historic cottage to 
the land to serve as an office.

Ten units proposed in 
letter to mayor seeking 
special election.

Eric Garwood

Whitney Beach Plaza was renovated into its current appearance in 2015.



6A                LONGBOAT OBSERVER   |   THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021 YourObserver.com

$49

Includes our 6 MonthIncludes our 6 Month
no breakdown guaranteeno breakdown guarantee

A/C TUNE-UP

*ONLY

*With recommended repairs
Must be presented at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers

$150

FREE estimates if your waterFREE estimates if your water
water is 8 years or olderwater is 8 years or older

HEATER INSTALLATION

* OFF

*Some restrictions may apply.
Must be presented at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers

ANY NEW WATER

Buy one light, get one free!Buy one light, get one free!
Up to 3 BOGO deals per customer.Up to 3 BOGO deals per customer.

*FREE

Must be presented at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other offers

LANDSCAPE LIGHTS

Safer HomeHealthier WaterCleaner Air

Never an Overtime Charge h 7 Days a Week h Call Today to Schedule!

$1,650
*

SAVE
ON A NEW CARRIER SYSTEM

up to

Plus a 10 Year Warranty and Air Purifier with purchase

On qualifying systems. Call for full details.

Expires 05/31/21

*

(941) 343-8543     CoolToday.comh

GET THE BEST AIR CONDITIONING,
PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL SERVICE
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MARK BERGIN
STAFF WRITER 

I
t’s no secret why many peo-
ple choose to live and retire in 
Longboat Key.

Nearly 99% of the households 
that completed the town’s second 
annual citizen survey described 
the overall quality of life on the 
island as either “excellent” or 
“good.” Of them, 69.4% chose 
“excellent,” which is an increase 
from 57% in the 2020 survey.

On Monday afternoon, Stephen 
Neely of the University of South 
Florida’s School of Public Affairs 
delivered a report about the sur-
vey’s findings to town commis-
sioners.

“It is the second year in a row 
that we conducted the survey, 
and so we believe the baseline for 
some trend data,” Neely said.

USF’s John Scott Dailey Florida 
Institute of Government helped 
design the survey with the town, 
administered it and analyzed the 
data.

In 2021, a total of 1,524 house-
holds responded to the survey 
after the town mailed out 8,320 
invitations for a response rate of 
about 18.32%. Residents had from 
mid-January to Feb. 3 to complete 
the online survey.

“This is really excellent growth 

in the responses,” Neely said. 
In 2020, the town had 597 sur-

veys completed after sending out 
8,741 invitations for a response 
rate of about 6.83%.

“The larger your response rate, 
obviously, the more confident 
you can be in the inferences that 
the data shows you about your 
population,” Neely said.

Other highlights of the survey 
included:
n 94% of respondents rated the 
town as an “excellent” or “good” 

place to live, visit and retire;
n More than 95% of respondents 
reported being satisfied with the 
town’s overall reputation, aes-
thetic appeal and safety; and
n 52% of the respondents report-
ed being either “somewhat dis-
satisfied” or “very dissatisfied” 
with traffic and congestion on 
Longboat Key. However, this was 
down from 82% in 2020. 

The survey’s questions focused 
on seven general categories: qual-
ity of life in town, Gulf of Mexico 
Drive, town amenities, govern-
ment services, communication 
with citizens, future priorities 
and Town Center amenities.

Specifically, 71% of respon-
dents favored improving pedes-
trian crossings on GMD, and 68% 
favored improving GMD’s bike 
lanes.

“A lot of residents in their 
responses emphasize the desire 
to see red instead of yellow lights,” 
Neely said of pedestrian cross-
ings. 

“The yellow lights really 
weren’t visible to them when 
they were driving, so they didn’t 
feel as confident when they were 
crossing with the yellow lights. 
So that was an issue that came up 
frequently.”

Nearly half, 46%, of respon-
dents indicated that reducing 
the speed limit on Gulf of Mex-
ico Drive was either “somewhat 
unimportant” or “very unim-
portant.” Only 30% indicated that 
it was important.

“This was probably the most 
divided issue on this topic,” Neely 
said.

Town survey finds high quality of life
Nearly 99% of survey 
respondents described 
life on Longboat as either 
‘excellent’ or ‘good.’

TOWN CENTER
Respondents said they 
would be “somewhat” or 
“very likely” to attend the 
following events:

94%
Farmers markets

87%
Art shows/craft festivals

83%
Outdoor concerts

MULTIPURPOSE SPACE

66.1%
Theater and music

46.1%
Art exhibits 

41.4%
Recreation, such as 
exercise, dance and yoga 
classes

Mark Bergin

Longboat Key town leaders have had discussions with FDOT on improve-
ments to pedestrian crosswalks along Gulf of Mexico Drive.
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Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. Property information herein is derived from various sources including,
but not limited to, county records and multiple listing services, and may include approximations. All information is deemed accurate.

LAKEWOOD RANCH | 941.907.9541

LONGBOAT KEY | 941.383.1526

RENTALS | 941.364.4032

SARASOTA - DOWNTOWN | 941.364.4000

VENICE TO PUNTA GORDA | 941.412.3323

Visit or call us for a private consultation
ListWithUsToday.com  |  877.539.9865

There has never been a better 
time to sell your property
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Artist’s Rendering

SALES GALLERY 
NOW OPEN W H E R E  S A R A S O T A ’ S

D O W N T O W N  M E E T S  T H E  B A Y F R O N T

Priced from the $800,000s, this luxurious 18-story, 149-residence condominium 
has become the most anticipated address downtown. 

  50 Central Ave, Suite 110, Sarasota, FL 34236  |    941.220.0828    |    Bayso.com

  
VISIT THE NEW SALES GALLERY LOCATED INSIDE PREMIER SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY

LIST WITH US
Global Exposure. Innovative Marketing. Proven Results.

When you list your property with us, you will receive 
unrivaled local and international luxury real estate services:

 

Brilliant photography and professional video | Custom brochures 

and direct mailing | Digital marketing | Award-winning website 

Exclusive exposure on luxury websites | Advertising in local 

newspapers and magazines | Affiliation with the Sotheby’s 

auction house and affluent clientele

4125 Gulf of Mexico Drive #S201
$3,998,000
Moriah Taliaferro 
941.504.9910

LONGBOAT KEY

188 Golden Gate Point #401
$5,998,000
Brian Snyder 
941.376.2005

128 Golden Gate Point #901-1001
$3,495,000
Joel Schemmel 
941.587.4894

SARASOTA GOLDEN GATE POINT

209 South Bay Boulevard 
$2,950,000
Shellie Young 
941.713.5458

3471 Bayou Sound 
$2,850,000
Dennis Girard 
941.809.0041

ANNA MARIA BAY ISLES

1749 Lincoln Park Circle 
$2,395,000
Peter Laughlin 
941.356.8428

1534 4th Street #103
$1,899,000
Anita Lambert 
941.920.1501

35 Watergate Drive #606
$1,750,000
Jackie Kleppinger 
941.320.0049

210 Sands Point Road 
$1,750,000
Jenna Dellatorre 
315.396.4984

WEST OF TRAIL IN LINCOLN PARK SARASOTA SARASOTA INN ON THE BEACH

435 South Gulfstream Avenue #501
$664,000
Tony Souza 
941.928.1040

650 Triton Bend 
$650,000
Walter Hackett Jr. 
941.685.3994

625 Neptune Avenue 
$625,000
Vittoria Rutigliano & Walter Hackett 
941.962.5867

101 South Gulfstream Avenue #7A
$365,000
Joel Schemmel 
941.587.4894

1064 North Tamiami Trail #1123
$509,000
Arnie DuFort 
941.224.8602

33 South Gulfstream Avenue #1008
$319,500
Shannon Rogers & Mike Griffin 
941.920.5454

REGENCY HOUSE LONGBOAT KEY LONGBOAT KEY THE 101 CONDOMINIUMBROADWAY PROMENADE GULFSTREAM TOWERS

1928 8th Street 
$850,000
Tamara & Todd Currey 
941.587.1776

174 Golden Gate Point #23
$788,000
Tamara & Todd Currey 
941.587.1776

635 North Osprey Avenue 
$769,000
Frank Lambert & Anita Lambert 
941.920.1500

4725 Gulf Of Mexico Drive #103
$725,000
Dennis Girard 
941.809.0041

2432 Landings Circle 
$740,000
Martha Marlar 
941.812.0455

221 Cosmopolitan Court 
$675,000
Thomas Netzel 
941.539.0633

SARASOTA HARBOR HOUSE SARASOTA LONGBOAT KEYRIVERVIEW LANDINGS Q

4844 Brywill Circle
$1,500,000
Lisa Rooks Morris 
941.544.3332

1465 Gulf of Mexico Drive #103
$1,497,777
Pam Hagan 
941.400.6682

1830 Hawkins Court 
$1,495,000
Peter Laughlin 
941.356.8428

9641 18th Avenue Circle NW 
$949,900
Martha Marlar 
941.812.0455

111 South Pineapple Avenue #1118
$1,015,000
Louis Wery 
941.232.3001

50 Central Avenue #15B
$885,000
Jaci Krawtschenko & Jennifer Garrabrant 
941.284.3789

SAPPHIRE SHORES PLAYERS CLUB II SARASOTA LOOP OF NW BRADENTONSARASOTA PLAZA AT 05 POINTS RESIDENCES

34
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L
ongboat Key Commis-
sioner BJ Bishop asked a 
great question at a recent 
Town Commission meet-

ing on the topic of the impend-
ing roundabout construction at 
Gulfstream Avenue and U.S. 41:

“At what volume of traffic do 
these roundabouts get a fail-
ing grade? When we look at the 
density that’s being created on 
41 in terms of apartments being 
built and the continued density 
of volume, I would imagine that 
you’re going to face a failure of 
traffic in these roundabouts at 
some point.

“What volume of traffic is 
going to make these no longer 
functional?”

It won’t take much more. 
That’s judging from the fias-
coes we’ve seen recently along 
the stretch of what should 
be dubbed the Tom Barwin 
Tamiami Trail Memorial Traffic 
Calming Roundabout Night-
mare.

That’s the stretch of U.S. 41 

from Gulfstream Avenue north 
to the 14th Street/U.S. 41 round-
about.

Welcome to the reality of life 
for the next three to five years 
as a full- or part-time resident 
of the Keys. Knowing how most 

island residents can’t avoid leav-
ing their key for various acts of 
life — shopping, dining, plays, 
operas, work, doctor appoint-
ments, flights, etc. — we’re all 
going to have to get used to it and 
grimace and bear it.

It’s not just the Gulfstream/41 
roundabout. We’re going to 
get hit at both ends. Around 
2024, we can expect the Florida 
Department of Transportation to 
begin construction on replacing 
the Longboat Pass Bridge on the 
north end.

Timing is everything, as they 
say. And it just so happens we’re 
all here when the roads and 
bridges that were built 50 years 
ago are either worn out or not 
suitable to handle the load and 
need to be replaced or altered.

Or you could also say we hap-
pen to be here when every city 
manager and urban planner’s 
dream is to turn their cities into 
bikeable, walkable wonderlands. 
At least that was the idea along 
U.S. 41.   

We remember when former 
Sarasota City Manager Tom Bar-
win was one of the leading aco-
lytes of installing roundabouts 
on U.S. 41 as a way to create that  
utopian vision of a pedestrian-
friendly Sarasota. The round-
abouts would be traffic calming 
— slowing down motorists to 

20 and 25 mph, so pedestrians, 
bicyclists and motorists alike 
could take in the scenic views of 
Sarasota Bay. And there would be 
peace, love and ecology.

But if you’ve had the experi-
ences of navigating this necklace 
of three roundabouts in recent 
weeks, it’s comical, as well as 
dangerous and high anxiety at 
times. Bishop’s comments about 
“no longer functional” with 
higher volumes of traffic come 
to mind.

Traffic calming? Ha! Surely, 
you’ve seen drivers gunning 
and cutting to make the Fruit-
ville Road westbound lane. Or 
how about the poor saps head-
ing south on U.S. 41, only to 
be bottled up at the Fruitville 
roundabout by motorists exit-
ing Fruitville and heading to the 
Keys. It reminds us of the way it 
used to be with traffic lights.

Try as you might to calm traf-
fic. People are always in a hurry. 
And from the looks of it so far, 
you would have to be one heck 
of a salesperson to convince any-
one that the roundabouts have 
improved our quality of life.

Maybe this will help: Keep 
your perspective. When you’re 
weaving through a roundabout, 
just think of New York, Boston, 
LA, Miami, Atlanta, Chicago.

You could be there.  

OPINION / OUR VIEW

The long road ahead
It just so happens we’re 
living here when the 
50-year-old roads and 
bridges need updating. 
Still better than New York. 

Longboat Key lost one of its  
modern-day pioneers two 
weeks ago with the death of 

the Rev. Edward Pick, 86, found-
ing pastor of St. Mary, Star of the 
Sea, Catholic Church.

For nearly 40 years, Pick was 
like the papal father of  Longboat 
Key’s Catholic community. As 

the pastor 
and face of 
the parish, 
he often 
used humor 
and pasto-
ral nudg-
ing from 
the pulpit 
to remind 
his flock of 
their good 

fortune and responsibility to 
those in need. And parishioners 
responded, making St. Mary a 
rock of the diocese.   

To be sure, St. Mary has served 
as a place of friendship and fel-
lowship for parishioners as they 
fulfilled their weekly obligation 
to attend Mass. And it was place 
where snowbirds would renew 
friendships at St. Mary’s Christ-
mas bazaars, parish picnics and 
men’s club dinners.

But to a great extent, Pick kept 
them coming to the church. He 
had two gifts: his writing and his 
sermons. 

He was a captivating storytell-
er. He was that rare clergyman 
who was able to relay the stories 
of Jesus, Mary and the legions 
of saints to our everyday lives in 
ways that held your attention. 

And that was because of his 
writing — often clever turns of 
phrases, scene setting, detailed 
biblical anecdotes and funny 
punch lines. 

And it was because of his 
delivery. He would stand at the 

lectern, slightly stooped at the 
shoulders, clacking his teeth 
intermittently, looking over the 
rims of his glasses, his type-
written sermon unfolded before 
him, using pauses for impact. 
His pitched, raspy voice seemed 
odd for a man so tall. Indeed, it 
amused many attending Mass 
for the first time, but it made 
his storytelling all the more 
interesting. You could feel the 
passion of his faith.

And yet, there also was the 
enigmatic side to Pick. We saw 
it at the Longboat Observer in 
the mid- and late 1990s when 
we printed each week one of 
the Sunday sermons from the 
island’s clergy. 

We informed the ministers 
we had word counts, followed 
certain grammatical and punc-
tuation rules and, on occasion, 
might have to edit slightly or 
shorten their masterful prose. 
All were fine with this except 
Pick.

After we tidied up one of his 
masterpieces, he called the 
paper’s managing editor and 
berated her over the telephone 
with language you wouldn’t 
expect from a man of God. 

He simply didn’t understand 
or wouldn’t accept what we 
know in this business: Every-
body’s copy is subject to editing 
— even the pope’s.

It was a puzzling reaction 
from a man who was a master at 
preaching the lessons of the gos-
pel, who was beloved by much 
of his flock and who ended every 
Mass with this special closing:

“The Mass is ended,” he would 
say, “Go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord,” adding in a slow, 
admonishing cadence “… and be 
kind to one another.”

Ask any St. Mary parishio-

ner — a year-round Longboater 
or a visiting Catholic snow-
bird — who remembers Pick 
at his prime. He or she will tell 
you that when the Rev. Edward 
Pick entered from the back of 
the church for the procession 
to begin the Mass, his entrance 
made parishioners look forward 
to the next hour — to hear what 

the master rabbi was to preach 
and teach that day to his atten-
tive flock.

Pick was a transformative 
figure on Longboat Key, and for 
nearly four decades the star of 
St. Mary, Star of the Sea.

Rev. Pick’s sermons kept them coming for more

PROJECT 
SCHEDULES
GULFSTREAM/41 
ROUNDABOUT
n March-April 2021 — 
Install erosion control 
devices, temporary pe-
destrian paths around the 
work zone. Build temporary 
roadway.
n Eastbound Gulfstream to 
be closed.
n Fall 2022 — Project 
completion

LONGBOAT PASS 
BRIDGE
n March 23 — Public Kick-
off meeting; develop and 
analyze alternatives
n March 2022 — Finalize 
recommended alternative
n October 2023 (tenta-
tive) — Location and design 
concept acceptance
n 2024 — Construction?

After CBS’s “60 Minutes” 
aired a hit job Sunday on Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, attempting like 
so many of the biased goon 
squads in the Democratic 
Party media to bring down the 
governor, Jared Moskowitz, the 
director of the Florida Division 
of Emergency Management, 
set the record straight.

Moskowitz, a Democrat no 
less, debunked and refuted on 
Twitter CBS’s allegation that 
DeSantis selected Publix Su-

per Markets as a distributor of 
COVID-19 vaccines as a reward 
for being a contributor to his 
election.

It’s sickening, frightening 
and enraging to see the nation-
al media forces go all out to 
destroy anyone who dares to 
challenge their orthodoxy. 

Keep going, DeSantis. Stay 
strong. Stay bold. 

“Damn the torpedoes!”

‘IT’S JUST ABSOLUTE MALARKEY’

Rev. Edward Pick
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If you’re wondering what a gift to  
the Healthcare Foundation can do,   
Ask a trauma patient. 
A car crash changed high school athlete Jaelen’s life, forever. He  

endured life-threatening injuries requiring 17 surgeries and months in 

rehab. Jaelen recovered thanks to the SMH trauma and rehab teams. 
 

The Healthcare Foundation helps fund the purchase of life-saving 

equipment such as portable monitors that transmit vital signs on 

the way to SMH, and mobile X-ray systems that bring technology 

directly to critically fragile patients like Jaelen. 
 

Jaelen says he loves his SMH lifesavers and is paying it forward 

working toward his doctorate in physical therapy 
 

Every gift can make a difference to someone, including you. 

 

 

 

 

Together we strengthen healthcare. 
 
 
 
 
Give today. 
941.917.1286   |   smhf.org  

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.    
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. THE HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION WILL USE THE FUNDS FOR THE STATED PURPOSE BUT RESERVES THE  
RIGHT TO USE THE GIFT IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH ITS CHARITABLE PURPOSE IF THE STATED PURPOSE IS IMPOSSIBLE OR IMPRACTICAL TO ACHIEVE.
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Keep the bridge, 
lose the gridlock
FDOT is proposing to repair 
the Longboat Pass Bridge 
or replace it with a either 
an opening bridge or a fixed 
65-foot-tall bridge. Hope-
fully, FDOT will choose the 
better and less-expensive 
option of repairing the exist-
ing drawbridge and also take 
this opportunity to address the 
traffic gridlock that occurs in 
and around Bradenton Beach 
during the season.

A 65-foot fixed bridge would 
be the costliest option and 
would ruin the beauty of Long-
boat Pass. A huge, fixed bridge 
would be out of proportion 
and an eyesore for everyone, 
including surrounding home-
owners (of which I am one).

The existing bridge allows 
views from an intimate 15-20 
feet above the water and the 
sands of Greer Island, far dif-
ferent than being 65-80 feet 
above the water, not to men-
tion the concrete, elevated 
roadways and disruption that 
expanded shoreside landing 
areas would be entail.

Furthermore, a fixed bridge 
would seal off Sarasota Bay to 
vessels taller than 65 feet. That 
would include most sailboats 
more than 50 feet in length 
as well as many commercial 
vessels (possibly even dredging 
equipment) and large motor 
yachts. The John Ringling 
Bridge is a fixed 65 feet on the 
south, the New Pass inlet is 
not maintained for naviga-
tion, and the proposed Cortez 
Bridge replacement will also be 
a 65-foot fixed bridge.

The money saved by repair-
ing the existing bridge could 

be used for fixing traffic issues. 
The bridges at Longboat and 
Cortez do very little to affect 
traffic in this area. 

Instead, the massive traffic 
backups are primarily caused 
by the 1,000-plus cars flow-
ing in and out of the Coquina 
Beach parking lots every day. 
On a sunny day, the traffic is 
as predictable as the tides. If 
you don’t believe that Coquina 
is the cause, just drive it on a 
rainy day — there is no traffic.

Traffic flow, especially 
going northbound, is made 
even worse by the miniature 
roundabout at Bridge Street. It 
is designed to work as a speed 
bump, bringing traffic to a 
halt as pedestrians cross at 
will. Once past Bridge Street, 
northbound traffic flows freely.

There are several relatively 
easy solutions to these traffic 
problems:
■ Replace the tiny Bridge 
Street roundabout with a traf-
fic signal.
■ Charge $25 a day for parking 
at Coquina Beach, and use the 
proceeds to fund a shuttle bus 
or ferry (wouldn’t that be more 
fun?) from a free mainland 
parking lot.
■ Install a southbound right 
turn lane from 13th Street 
to the last Coquina parking 
entrance.
■ Eliminate parallel parking 
along the beach from Fifth 
Street to 13th Street, or make it 
resident only.
■  Install better signs.
■  Provide better guidelines 
and training for bridge tenders. 
Although not the main cause 
of traffic backups, faster bridge 
openings would certainly help. 
I’ve operated tall-masted sail-
ing yachts up and down the 

east coast for years and have 
never witnessed such slow 
bridge operations anywhere 
else. This is less of an issue on 
Cortez Bridge, which opens on 
a regular schedule.

JAMES G. HAFT
LONGBOAT KEY

Haze of hate 
obscures former 
president’s record
Over the past couple months, 
the Observer has published 
letters written by people 
who apparently hate Donald 
Trump. I can understand why 
people dislike him: Trump 
sometimes says and does 
things that are stupid or offen-
sive. But Trump accomplished 
many good things during his 
four years in office. Unfor-
tunately, it seems the haze of 
hate keeps some folks from 
seeing this positive reality. 

Although it is unlikely any-
thing I say here will clear their 
eyes, here are a few basic facts:

Adolf Hitler was an evil man 
who started World War II, a 
conflict that killed more than 
50 million people. Hitler also 
ordered the extermination of 
millions of Jews, at least 5 mil-
lion of whom died in concen-
tration camps. In contrast, 
Trump started no wars and was 
a solid friend to Israel and the 
Jewish community.

Comparing Trump to Hitler 
demonstrates a stunning igno-
rance of world history.

RANDALL POULTON
BANGOR, MAINE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10A

File photo

The Longboat Pass Bridge was repaired in 2019 and is now the subject 
of long-term study that could lead to its potential replacement. 
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The Tidewell Foundation and Stratum Family of Companies welcome you 
to the Tidewell Foundation Building showcasing an outstanding group 
of health and wellness organizations ready to brighten the lives of the 
Longboat Key community. To learn more call 941-552-7546
or visit www.TidewellFoundation.org.

Offering in home care services to help you 
live the life you want, the way you want.

For a private consultation, Call or Email
941.706.2695

nkobritz@youthfulaginghomecare.com
youthfulaginghomecare.com
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540-546 Bay Isles Road, LBK

4/8 

MEDICAL SUITE 

MONDAYS   
10-11am Stretch & Strengthen  
11:15am-12:15pm Hula Dance 

1-3pm Thinking Out Loud Discussion Group 
 

      TUESDAYS  
 10-11am Qi Gong 
1-3pm Mah Jongg 

 
WEDNESDAYS 10-11am Tai Chi 

 

THURSDAYS 10-11am Zumba & Pilates 
 

FRIDAYS  
10-11am Yoga & Meditation 
  11:30-12:30 Tai Chi - NEW! 

544 Bay Isles Road 
 LBK 

Mondays & 
Thursdays 

Primary Care 
941.748.8400 

  ConnexisMedical.org 
 

Mondays &  
Thursdays 

Ear/Nose/Throat/
Audiology 

941.366.9222 
EarSinus.com 

Wednesdays 
Podiatry  

941.921.3000 
SarasotaFootDoctors.com 

Fridays 
Dermatology 
941.926.6553 

  LuminaryDermatology.com 

Walk-Ins Welcome!      
   $10/class       FREE for Members 

HHeeaalltthhccaarree    
oonn    

LL      nnggbbooaatt  KKeeyy  
 

It is no longer necessary to  
navigate traffic to the mainland for a  
doctor appointment! Find healthcare  

closer to your island home at  
The Paradise Center Medical Suite.  

Simply call the appropriate  
practice below to schedule  

an appointment. 

Talk about greed, 
hate and deceit
The ignorance and arrogance of 
a letter writer was on full display 
March 25.

The letter claimed: “Greed, 
hate and deceit have divided us, 
and accountability is a thing of 
the past. Our grandchildren will 
be the ones to pay for the self-
centeredness of people like you, 
and God will not be fooled.”

In a way, I agree with your 
statement; however I believe 
you’ve missed the mark on the 
source of the “Greed, hate, 
deceit and accountability.”

Try for a minute to sit on the 
other side. All the flaws con-
fidently assigned to Trump 
supporters actually are the 
hallmarks and accomplish-
ments of the Democratic Party, 
mainstream media and Never 
Trumpers.

Truth be damned. If Trump 
was for it, or Trump supporters 
favored it, it was hateful and rac-
ist. Care to look at our southern 
border today?

I seem to recall it was Trump 
who signed the First Step Act 
into law, a landmark law target-
ing an unfair and racist penal 
system.

Oh, and who was it who 
secured long-term funding for 
the historically black colleges 
and universities? Trump. He 
must certainly be racist. After 
all, the media and Democrats 
have been telling us that since 
before he was inaugurated.

In the world I live in, the greed, 
hate, deceit and lack of account-
ability are owned by the Demo-
crats, the Never Trumpers and 

the mainstream media.
I guess it’s impossible to 

recognize the venom and hate 
eschewed by leading lights of 
the Democratic Party — Rashida 
Tlaib’s “let’s impeach the moth-
erf---er” comes to mind. No 
hate there, I guess. Or Maxine 
Waters. Or dear old Hillary Clin-
ton and her “basket of deplo-
rables.” No “human decency” 
deficiency there, I suppose.

Accountability? I guess that 
Steele dossier thing and the 
impeachment were steeped in 
facts. Isn’t that what the Mueller 
investigation told us? Oh yeah, I 
guess not.

Trump’s personality is without 
question caustic, even toxic. In 
fact, it’s loathsome.

Yet the 76 million or so of us 
who voted for Trump didn’t 
elect him for his personality. We 
elected him and voted for him 
again for his effectiveness.

Although it might be hard for 
you and the rest of the Never 
Trumpers to fathom, the U.S. 
and its citizens were on a path 
to prosperity unlike ever before, 
with economic benefit to all 
Americans.

Supporting Trump is far from 
being beneath all human decen-
cy, as you assert. It is a love for 
what made this country great: 
opportunity for all who welcome 
the challenge.

Oh, and I do agree with you 
on one thing: God will not be 
fooled.

TOM WALSH
LONGBOAT KEY

FROM PAGE 9A

Now is the time to save on name brands. You’ll find 
something for every room in your home, at savings you 
can’t afford to pass up. Quantities are limited. Shop early 
for the best selection.

GOING 
ON 

NOW!
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SAVE UP TO

50%50%  OFFOFF*

Annual Clearance

FURNITURE+LIGHTING+ACCENTS+INTERIOR DESIGN

7211 S. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, Florida 34231

*See Sales Associate for Details

Mon.-Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 12-5
941-923-2569
copenhagen-imports.com

We follow Social Distancing and CDC Guidelines

SAVE STOREWIDE
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Offers expire 4/30/2021. For new transactions only. All sales final. Must prepay.
No refunds or exchanges. Cannot be combined with any other discount, promotion or credit.
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3 AREAS OF $397
(for Frown Lines,

Forehead & Crow’s Feet)

on Sale 
for

Cheek Fillers (.8cc) 

$299ea
(for Cheeks, Nasolabial 
Folds, Jawline & Hands)

when you 
buy 2

(Max 25 units)

$10 per unit
(for Frown Lines, Forehead 
& Crow’s Feet)

VOTED YOUR FAVORITE MED SPA!

THANK YOU TO Dr. J David Holcomb, MD  
FOR SERVING AS OUR NATIONAL MEDICAL DIRECTOR!
Check out the new CoolSculpting Elite at Holcomb-Kreithen Plastic Surgery. 
Special Pricing for Bowtique Med Spa Clients!

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENTS!
VENICE LOCATION COMING SOON!
LAKEWOOD RANCH |  | 6277 LAKE OSPREY DRIVE | 941.359.BTOX (2869)
SARASOTA | 6118 S TAMIAMI TRAIL | 941.360.BTOX (2869)
MON/TUE/TH/FRI: 10A-5P | ALTERNATE WED/SAT: 10A-4P

www.bowtiquemedspa.com

         This is the best spa in town.  
Extremely knowledgeable and professional 
as well as very friendly.  Love my visits to 
Bowtique Med Spa!!                – Pam Y.

$50 OFF
Any Spa Treatment

INCLUDES: 
Diamond Glow, 

SkinPen Microneedling, 
Dermaplaning, Microblading, 

and Chemical Peels.
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We will not return
On March 25, we arrived at Mar 
Vista Restaurant about 4:50 
p.m., but there were no parking 
spaces available in the parking 
lot. After driving around several 
minutes and avoiding spaces 
that were marked “No Park-
ing,” my husband parked our car 
on the street a block from the 
restaurant where there was no 
signage about restricted parking.

We had a wonderful dining 
experience, but returning to our 
car immediately brought oppo-
site reactions. We were ticketed 
a $75 violation for parking “at a 
place where official signs pro-
hibit or restrict parking.” There 
was no sign posted at this park-
ing space.

When I called the Longboat 
Key Police Department the next 
morning, I was told a flash-

ing sign had been set up three 
months ago at the intersection 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive and 
Broadway stating “Residents-
only parking unless otherwise 
noted.” We were intent on 
watching traffic as we turned 
and did not see that sign. It 
is unrealistic to assume that 
people will observe a sign posted 
several blocks from a park-
ing space. My husband said it’s 
simple: “If there had been a sign 
by that parking space, I would 
not have parked there.”

If the goal of LBK officials is to 
drive away customers from local 
businesses, they have succeeded. 
We will not be returning to Mar 
Vista or other Longboat Key 
restaurants.

BETH MCCRACKEN
BRADENTON

File photo

Resident-only parking was begun at the beginning of 2021 in Longbeach Village, though 
regular ticketing began in the last few weeks.
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5570 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

longboatkeybuilders.com

941-383-2900kitchenremodeling
contractor.  new homes. renovations. additions.
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FARM & GARDEN 

735 South Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL  34232
941.366.4954  •  www.YourFarmandGarden.com  

Visit us on
Facebook

Your Farm & Garden offers a wide 
variety of top quality plants and 
products perfect for your Florida

garden, landscape, office or home. 

Local Garden Specialists are on
hand to make sure your project

gets off to the right start.

PLANTS & GARDEN ACCESSORIES SINCE 1953  
3 ACRE GARDEN CENTER  •  NURSERY 

SW FL POTTERY CENTER 

 Installations • Licensed • Planning & Design • Insured • Referrals Upon Request

VOTED #1 GARDEN CENTER IN SARASOTA

20%
HERBS, VEGGIES 

& SEEDS
through 4/14

OFF

Herbs, Veggies & Seeds
ON SALE!

ALL
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The performing arts raise spirits, provide joy, and spark inspiration for many in our community. 
We believe it is vital that the show go on, and that it does so as safely as possible. 
For the safety and confidence of our performers and those attending our venues, we are 
requiring masks and social distancing for all joining us for live performances.

Thank you for supporting the arts. We hope to see you soon!

Photo: Matthew Holler

Photo: Cliff Roles

Photo: Sorcha Augustine

Photo: Cliff Roles
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Town appoints three new P&Z Board members

MARK BERGIN
STAFF WRITER

The Longboat Key Town Com-
mission on Monday appointed 
three members to the town’s 
Planning and Zoning Board while 
reseating two others.

The commission voted for Paul 
Hylbert and Margaret Nuzzo to 
serve three-year terms on the 
P&Z Board. Michael Warnstedt 
will serve a one-year term.

Several others submitted appli-
cations for consideration to the 
P&Z Board, including former 
Town Commissioner Ed Zunz, 
Christopher Carman, Jeffrey 
Carman, Leonard Garner, Aaron 

Kleiner, Steven Miesowicz and 
Brandie Puls.

“We’ve got a lot of talent here, 
and we’ve got a lot of knowledge 
on the island,” Mayor Ken Schnei-
er said.

The Town Commission also 
voted to reappoint Gary Coffin 
and Jay Plager to three-year terms 
on the P&Z Board.

Hylbert has lived in Longboat 
Key for three years after moving 

from California. He has served 
on the board of the Longboat Key 
North community group. As the 
lead director for National Storage 
Affiliates, he spent his profes-
sional career in building supply, 
construction and land develop-
ment.

Nuzzo has lived in Longboat 
Key for 40 years and has a back-
ground in real estate appraising. 
She is a licensed Realtor in Florida 

and New Jersey. She is also a cer-
tified tax assessor in New Jersey 
and served as the tax administra-
tor in Burlington County, New 
Jersey.

Warnstedt has lived in Long-
boat Key for about three years 
and has worked as a licensed 
commercial real estate broker for 
more than 40 years.

The P&Z Board vacancies 
opened when former members 

Penny Gold and Debra Williams 
became commissioners March 
22. Phill Younger also resigned his 
P&Z seat in March.

Hylbert, Nuzzo and Warnstedt 
will have until May to get accli-
mated. In the coming weeks, the 
P&Z Board and Town Commis-
sion will have public hearings 
about proposed changes to the 
St. Regis development.

With the P&Z Board vacan-
cies filled, the Town Commission 
can turn its attention to filling its 
open District 5 seat.

Registered voters living in Dis-
trict 5 have until 4 p.m. Friday to  
apply for consideration. 

Zunz stepped down last month 
when he moved out of the town’s 
northernmost district 

As of Monday, former Com-
missioner Gene Jaleski, Maureen 
Merrigan and Christopher Car-
man have submitted paperwork.

Town commissioners are set to 
appoint someone to fill the Dis-
trict 5 vacancy at 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day, April 19.

Paul Hylbert and 
Margaret Nuzzo are 
set to hold three-year 
terms while Michael 
Warnstedt is set to hold 
a one-year term.

Photos by Mark Bergin

Michael Warnstedt, Margaret Nuzzo and Paul Hylbert are recent additions to the Planning and Zoning Board.
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LET US HELP NAVIGATE  
YOUR HEALTHCARE SERVICES 

HIV & STD TESTING & TREATMENT

HEPATITIS C TESTING & TREATMENT

PrEP SERVICES

CASE MANAGEMENT

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

MEDICAL PEER NAVIGATORS

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

DENTAL CARE

SEXUAL HEALTH

AUTHORIZED RYAN WHITE PROVIDER

LIVER FIBROSCAN® 

DIABETES SCREENING 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

RESEARCH PROGRAM

MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED 

GET TESTED. BE INFORMED. STAY HEALTHY.

CANCOMMUNITYHEALTH.ORG  FOLLOW US:    instagram linkedin   

SARASOTA
1231 N. TUTTLE AVE. 
SARASOTA, FL 34237 
941-366-0134 

PALMETTO 
408 7TH STREET WEST
PALMETTO, FL 34221
941-803-7939

NORTH PORT
14243 TAMIAMI TRAIL 
NORTH PORT, FL 34287 
941-888-2144

SERVICES VARY BY LOCATION
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At the Sarasota Memorial Radiation Oncology Center, our goal is singular and our 
aim laser-focused — to put our patients on the road to remission with the support 
and attention they need for a full and swift recovery.  Led by a dedicated radiation 
oncologist, our multidisciplinary team ensures that every patient receives the 
individualized care they deserve, while state-of-the-art equipment delivers the 
treatment they need with pinpoint precision. Committed to caring for the whole  
patient, an on-site Serenity Garden promotes mental wellness and multiple  
support services assist in self-care between treatments.

Because we’re not just treating cancer, we’re treating people.

Sarasota Memorial  
Radiation Oncology Center

5370 University Parkway, 
Sarasota FL 34243 ı (941) 917-7575

Medicare & most major insurances accepted.

Our Mission is Your Remission
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Personalized Planning  
Travel Perks 
VIP access around the Globe
Insider Knowledge  
Peace Of Mind
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& START PLANNING!
We can help you explore Safely!

415 St. Armands Circle
941-388-4421
holly@starmandstravel.com

Holly Barrett
Managing Partner

It’s Time to StopDreaming...

5 6 0 0  G U L F  O F  M E X I C O  D R I V E • 9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

www.HarrysKitchen.com

Harry's Gourmet Deli  
11 AM-7PM Take-out/Curbside Pickup 
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Harry's Restaurant  
Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch, Happy Hour, Dinner 

*restaurant only

- Curbside Pickup Available
- Outside Patio 
- 10 Take 'n' Bake Dinners Under $20
- Homemade Soups 
- Gourmet Sandwiches
- Scratch Bakery
- 20% Off Retail Wine Wed. & Thurs. 
- $99 Mixed Case of Wine

Harry's Corner Store 
7AM to 10PM 

Open Daily 9AM - 9PM 
- New Larger Patio!
- Wine Wednesday 30% Off Bottles 
- Curbside/To Go Available 

354698-1

MARCH 27
FREE RIDE
2:36 a.m., 1200 block 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive
Suspicious person: While on 
patrol, an officer stopped to talk 
with a man sitting by the side of 
the road. The man said he had 
just gotten off work and was wait-
ing for a bus, though bus service 
wouldn’t be available for hours. A 
background check indicated no 
active warrants but that the man 
was a registered sex offender. 
The officer activated his in-car 
camera and gave the man a ride 
to the mainland.

NO ONE AROUND
3:52 a.m., 100 block 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive
Suspicious vehicle: The owner 
of a vehicle parked after hours in 
a town park could not be imme-
diately located. A check of the 
vehicle indicated no wants or 
warrants.

A CRASH AND A TICKET
6:58 a.m., Gulf of Mexico Drive 
and Bay Isles Parkway
Vehicle crash: A driver who told 
an officer he did not see a vehicle 
stopped for a traffic signal was 
cited for careless driving fol-
lowing a collision. No one was 
injured, and the car that was 
struck from behind was able to 
drive away. The other vehicle was 
towed from the scene.

BEACHED
10:21 a.m., Greer Island
Suspicious vehicles: A collec-
tion of personal watercraft on 
the beach attracted attention of 
a caller concerned about some-
thing suspicious. An officer deter-
mined the watercraft’s occupants 
were following safety rules.

MARCH 28
FROM THE SOURCE
10:43 a.m., Greer Island
Suspicious incident: Following 
a noise complaint, police spoke 
to a man using a chain saw to cut 
driftwood. While the man ac-
knowledged mangroves are a pro-
tected species, an officer could 
not find a law on cutting other 
forms of driftwood. The man said 
he was making swimming pool 
decorations but would leave if the 
noise was causing a problem.

BEACH DRAMA
1:36 p.m., 3500 block 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive
Trespassing: After telling a pair 
of beachgoers the shower they 
used was private property, a man 
found himself confronted by a 
third beachgoer unhappy with the 
treatment of his two friends. The 
man called police, who spoke to 
the trio, explaining the public and 
private areas of the beach. The 
group apologized and said they 
would not trespass again.

THAT’S WHAT 
BUMPERS ARE FOR
2:35 p.m., 3400 block 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive
Property damage: As an officer 
was clearing the scene from a 
parking violation, he reported his 
police vehicle bumped a PVC pipe 
sticking out from the ground, 
causing a small scratch on the 
front bumper. The officer said 
the pipe looked like it had been 
struck before and was overgrown 
with grass. The scratch was docu-
mented on a police department 
phone camera.

BACK WHERE IT BELONGS
3:14 p.m., police headquarters
Lost property: A smartphone, 
driver’s license and credit cards 
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HOME
EXPAND

*Ideal-Living 2020 Best of the Best Rankings.
**Prices subject to change without notice.  © 2021 Lakewood Ranch

.com

S HOP P ING, DINING, A R T S & E N T E R TA INME N T  |  PA R K S & T R A IL S  |  20+ V IL L A GE S T O CHOO S E F R OM 
S OCI A L A ND S P OR T S CL UB S  |  G OL F & R A C QUE T S P OR T S  |  T HR I V ING B U S INE S S C OMMUNI T Y 

A- R AT E D S CHOOL S  |  N A ME D B E S T HE A LT H & F I T NE S S C OMMUNI T Y * 

EXPLORE THE MOST NEW HOME CHOICES IN FLORIDA   |  FROM THE $200S TO OVER $1 MILLION * *

MORE CHOICES. MORE CONNECTIONS.
At Lakewood Ranch, the idea of home goes well beyond your own walls and windows. You’ll feel 
that same sense of comfort and belonging whether you’re shopping on Main Street, exploring a 

new trail, or joining neighbors for morning yoga. Come see why it’s the best-selling community in 
the country for all ages – and why soon, there might be no place you’d rather be than home. 
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-12542 17th St., Sarasota, FL 34234  • www.catdepot.org

Adoptions available by appointment • 941.366.2404

CAT DEPOT SUPPLY & GIFT STORE

www.catdepot.org/shop

#1
PLACE TO

SHOP FOR CATS
& CAT LOVERS

NOW
OPEN

BY APPOINTMENT 
or

ONLINE
ORDERING

with
CURBSIDE PICKUP
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MARCH 28
THE MASK DIDN’T FOOL ANYONE
7:44 p.m., 3200 block of Bayou Road
Animal complaint: Police and animal control 
officers responded to a report of an injured 
raccoon in the backyard of a home. Wildlife 
officers captured the animal and took it to a 
wildlife rehabilitation center.

were turned into police and taken 
into safekeeping. While complet-
ing a report, an officer fielded a 
call from the property owner’s 
parent, and arrangements were 
made for the phone and cards to 
be returned.

MARCH 29
JUST CHECKING
7:16 a.m., 3000 block  
of Grand Bay Boulevard
Welfare check: A community 
security officer spoke to a police 
officer regarding his concerns for 
the well-being of a resident. The 
resident’s dog had been barking 
for hours. An officer knocked re-
peatedly and announced his pres-
ence. Finding the door unlocked, 
he entered and found the man 
sleeping. The officer woke the 
man and explained why he was 
there. The man said he under-
stood and would quiet the dog.

DRIVING DISTANCE
9:23 p.m., 4200 block 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive
Dog on the beach: A caller who 
did not furnish a name relayed 
to police information about a 
dog and owner walking on the 
beach. An officer spotted what 
looked like the described pair 
about 400 yards to the south, so 
he drove to the 4300 block and 
took another look, but the dog 
and owner were gone.

MARCH 30
NOT A DROP
12:45 a.m., 700 block 
of Fox Street

Citizen assist: Police respond-
ed to a report of a broken 

sprinkler head. When an 
officer arrived, sprinklers 
were neither operating nor 
leaking.

OH, SCOOTER!
8:23 a.m., 500 block 
of Bay Isles Parkway
Animal complaint: An 
officer responding to a 
report of a dog loose in 
a shopping plaza found 
the dog, but the canine 

avoided being caught and 
ran to the adjacent golf 
course. With a concerned 

citizen’s help, the two moni-
tored the dog’s movements 

and kept it from running away. 
About 20 minutes later, Scooter’s 
owner retrieved the pet.

IN THE WAY
10:22 a.m., 600 block 
of Halyard Lane
Citizen assist: A caller com-
plained that construction 
vehicles were parked improperly 
and that a large waste bin was 
partially on the road. An officer 
spoke to a site supervisor who 
said the bin would be moved that 
day. The officer found no vehicles 
blocking driveways or impeding 
traffic.

THEY’RE GONE NOW
1:14 p.m., 2600 block 
of Gulf of Mexico Drive
Suspicious person: A caller 
from a condo community sought 
police assistance regarding a pair 

of anglers on the beach, calling 
back moments later to say they 
had departed. The officer told 
the man all beaches are public in 
town but to call if unauthorized 
use of condo facilities takes place.

APRIL 1
SWANS CROSSING
12:30 p.m., Bay Isles Road 
and Gulf of Mexico Drive
Animal call: Residents con-
cerned about the safety of two 
swans trapped by traffic in the 
middle of the road called police 
for assistance. By the time an of-
ficer arrived, several citizens had 
helped the swans reach the golf 
course and safely return to their 
pond.
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5608 MARINA DR., HOLMES BEACH, 34217
(NEXT TO DOMINOS PIZZA) 941-896-7898 • GROOMSAUTO.COM

*Terms of Offer: Submit your rebate ONLINE ONLY at NAPARebates.com and enter code: NAPAAUTOCARE. Submit with the installation receipt, showing the qualifying NAPA® 
part numbers circled. Must claim online by 05/15/21. Receipt must be dated during promotion period of 03/01/21 through 04/30/21 to be eligible for this offer. Offer may not be 
combined with any other offer or applied toward warranty service or replacement parts. Group or organization request will not be honored. Dealers, distributors and other resellers 
are not eligible for this offer. Use of multiple addresses or PO Boxes to obtain additional reward is fraud and may result in prosecution. Employees of participating stores and dealers, 
and their immediate families are not eligible for this offer. This offer is only valid to US residents. Limit one (1) rebate per receipt or two (2) per household/address. Cards are issued 
by Bank of America, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa®Inc. These cards are not credit cards and expire six (6) months from issue and have no value after that date. These cards 
may be used for purchases at merchants that accept Visa® debit cards. These cards may be subject to fees and certain restrictions on use. See your cardholder agreement and 
associated materials for details. Void where prohibited. Vendor is not responsible for non-delivered mail due to inaccurate address supplied nor for misprints or typographical errors. 
By submitting this rebate, you have read and agree to the rebate terms and requirements of this offer.
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During March and April  
Get a $50 Prepaid Visa Card with 

Qualifying Steering and Suspension 
Purchase of $250 or more.

Coming Thursday, April 15

HEALTH MATTERS
When it comes to your 

appearance, there is a wide 

spectrum of anti-aging solutions, 

from noninvasive creams to 

full-blown surgery. 

We ask experts about a bevy of 

options, how to decide what’s 

right for you and what you need to 

know about each.
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THE FOUNTAIN 
OF YOUTH
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6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-383-6491 | longboatislandchapel.org

WHAT:  
Blood Drive*, Food Drive & 10% OFF Coupon  

for Shopping at The Lord’s Warehouse
WHEN:  

Friday, April 9th, 10-2:00 p.m. & Saturday, April 10th, 9-1:00 p.m. 
(The Warehouse is Only Open on Saturday, April 10th)

WHERE:  
Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 Gulf Of Mexico Dr.

BLOOD
DRIVE

SCORE A HOME RUN!SCORE A HOME RUN!

HOME HOME 
RUNRUN

*All blood donors receive a FREE $10 Publix Gift Card.
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You
can make a
difference for kids!
Join the
Child Protection Center
for our Virtual Gala
April 14th at 6:30pm

JOIN OUR FIGHT
AGAINST CHILD ABUSE.

Register or
donate today at 
CPCSarasota.org

ONE WEEK AWAY!

Haycock named  
to MPO
Vice Mayor Mike Haycock was 
voted the town’s representa-
tive on the Manatee/Sarasota 
Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion, the region’s transportation 
planning agency.

Haycock replaces Jack Daly on 
the MPO. Daly left the Town Com-
mission in March after reaching 
term limits.

Haycock will also serve on the 
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program 
Board of Directors and as an 
alternate to Mayor Ken Schneier 
on the Coalition of Barrier Island 
Elected Officials, the Manatee 
County Council of Governments 
and the Sarasota County Council 
of Governments.

Commissioner Sherry Domi-
nick was named to the Economic 
Development Commission of 
Sarasota County; Commissioner 
BJ Bishop was named to the 
Manasota League of Cities; Com-
missioner Debra Williams was 
named to the Manatee/Braden-
ton Tourist Development Council; 
and Commissioner Penny Gold 
was named to the Sarasota 
County Tourist Development 
Council.

The seat on the Bradenton 
Area Economic Development 
Corporation was set aside for the 
District 5 commissioner, when 
appointed.

Packed agenda  
for April 19
April 19 is shaping up to be a 
busy day at Town Hall.

The town’s annual Goals and 
Objectives meeting is planned 
for 10 a.m. to provide the com-
munity a chance to deliver ideas, 

thoughts and recommenda-
tions to the Town Commission 
as plans begin to come together 
for the next budget year. The 
2020 version was canceled as 
the COVID-19 pandemic-related 
shutdowns began.

Immediately after the Goals 
and Objectives meeting at 11:30 
a.m., commissioners are expect-
ed to meet to select a District 5 
commissioner to serve until the 
2022 elections. Ed Zunz stepped 
away from his commission seat in 
March when he moved outside of 
the district boundaries.

Then at 1 p.m., the newly 
seated commissioner will join the 
other six in conducting a regular 
workshop meeting.

Student film to air 
on PBS station
A student-created documentary 
will soon air on TV in the region.

“Into the Storm,” a film created 
by students in the Booker High 
School Visual and Performing 
Arts Film and Animation depart-
ment, will air at 9 p.m. Thursday, 
April 15, on WEDU, the Tampa Bay 
area’s PBS affiliate.

“Into the Storm” is a documen-
tary that highlights the 1966-67 
Booker Tornadoes basketball 
team on its journey to becoming 
state champions. It is set against 
the backdrop of the civil rights 
era and the desegregation of 
Sarasota schools.

The film was a senior thesis 
project for students Carol Fauls, 
editor and director of photog-
raphy; Lindsey Jennings, assis-
tant director; Sydney Catalfino, 
screenwriter; and Kiara Harris, 
sound designer.
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The St. Regis Longboat Key Resort provides an amenity-rich environment where residents can experience abundant 
delights each day. For the privilege of ownership please call (941) 213-3300 or visit www.srresidenceslongboatkey.

Enrichment by the Sea

The St. Regis logos are the trademarks of Marriott International, Inc., or its affiliates. A Unicorp National Developments, Inc. project. The Residences at The St. Regis Longboat 
Key are not owned, developed or sold by Marriott International, Inc., The St. Regis or their affiliates. Unicorp National Developments, Inc. uses the St. Regis trademarks and trade  
names under a license from The St. Regis. If this license it terminated or expires without renewal, the residential project will no longer be associated with, or have any rights to use, 
the St. Regis brand trade names or trademarks. All images and designs depicted herein are artist’s conceptual renderings, which are based upon preliminary development plans, 
and are subject to change without notice in the manner provided in the offering documents. All such materials are not to scale and are shown solely for illustrative purposes.
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Ana Isabelle 
  & Friends 

IN CONCERT

Tickets at asolorep.org • 941.351.8000

A
p

ril
 15

-2
4

Featuring Justin Gregory Lopez, and Tango Dancers 
Junior Cervila and Guadalupe Garcia, f rom the cast of Evita.

Headline Sponsors: Drs. Joel and Gail Morganroth

asolorep • Outdoors on the Terrace Stage

THE STARS OF EVITA ARE BACK!
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presents

Thur, Apr 29 thru 

Sun, May 2, 2021

The health & safety of our patrons 
 & artists is our highest priority. TICKETS $20 - $30

 Thur & Fri • 7pm

Sat • 2 & 7 pm 

Sun • 1 & 6 pm

Watch LIVE  
IN-PERSON or buy a 

WATCH AT HOME!

See incredibleyouth performersFLIP, FLY & SOAR! 

VIRTUAL TICKET to

CAC-SailorAd-Observer-5x8.indd   1CAC-SailorAd-Observer-5x8.indd   1 4/1/21   3:57 PM4/1/21   3:57 PM

355715-1
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www.ringling.edu/sda
941.309.5111

Continuing Studies     
SUMMER STUDIOS/TEEN STUDIOS 2021 
JUNE 14-SEPTEMBER 8

Unleash your inner artist! Explore creative interests and sharpen 

artistic skills in non-credit studio and digital arts classes.  

DAVID CONWAY
DEPUTY MANAGING EDITOR

C
ould a boutique hotel help 
enliven St. Armands Circle 
while reducing the amount 
of tourist activity in residen-

tial areas?
That’s one angle the St. 

Armands Business Improvement 
District intends to use as mem-
bers attempt to sell Sarasota city 
officials and community mem-
bers on a series of changes to the 
zoning code on the Circle. The 
BID held a workshop March 31 to 
discuss its priorities as it pursues 
regulatory changes designed to 
accommodate the construction of 
hotels and more residential units 
in the commercial tourist district 
at the center of St. Armands Key.

BID board members hope to get 
the city’s approval to allow the 
construction of hotels, a use that 
is not permitted on St. Armands 
Circle. 

The BID agreed to pursue a 
45-foot height limit above grade, 
using the size of the Adams Drive 
parking garage as a height not to 
be exceeded. The current height 
limit in the district is 35 feet above 
flood elevation.

The group also discussed 
strategies for making it easier to 
produce residential units on the 
Circle. Residential construction 
is allowed in mixed-use devel-
opments at a density of up to 13 
units per acre. The BID discussed 
eschewing a density require-
ment, instead relying on park-
ing requirements and lot size to 
determine the amount of resi-
dences that a developer could 

build on one site.
The BID is working on devel-

oping its proposal in consul-
tation with Dan Lear of DSDG 
Architects. Lear examined three 
shopping districts where hotels 
or residential construction is per-
mitted: Fifth Avenue in Naples, 
Worth Avenue in Palm Beach 
and Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, 
California. Lear identified some 
common elements he suggested 
the BID should adhere to, includ-
ing height limits of three to four 
stories, a requirement to feature 
commercial space on the ground 
floor, setbacks above the first 
or second level and articulated 
facades to soften the perceived 
mass of the building.

If the BID were to hold a com-
munity workshop on its proposed 
zoning code changes by the end of 
April, Lear said it could proceed 
to the Planning Board in June and 
the City Commission in July. 

At least one change would take 
longer to implement. Increasing 
the maximum height in the dis-
trict to 45 feet would require a 
comprehensive plan amendment, 
which would take until early 2022 
at the earliest to process.

The group failed to lock in a 
consensus on certain aspects of 
its proposal, including prospec-
tive on-site parking require-
ments for residential projects. 
The BID is also in the process of 
working with landscape architect 
Phil Smith on developing uniform 
regulations for streetscape design 
on the Circle, which it hopes to 
package with the other zoning 
changes.

Tom Leonard, BID board mem-
ber and co-owner of Shore, said 
he was hopeful the group could 
swiftly develop a policy proposal.

“We don’t have to reinvent the 
wheel to do this and make this 
work,” he said. “It’s just a couple 
of minor zoning changes, and 
I think we could get people to 
embrace it.”

St. Armands group advances 
pursuit of hotel zoning
The St. Armands Business 
Improvement District is 
working with Sarasota city 
staff on options for changing 
the Circle’s building regulations.
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Pick up your FREE copy of The Observer every Thursday. 
For the nearest location: YourObserver.com/rack-locations

other
longerno

newspaper

the

More people read The Observers during the week 
than the region’s daily newspapers.

355730-1

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

THURSDAY PRINT DISTRIBUTION

*Source: Verified Audit Circulation Annual Audit ending March 31, 2020.

**Source: Alliance for Audited Media Annual Audit ending Dec. 31, 2019, does not include Venice and North Port in Sarasota or Charlotte counties.

***Source: Alliance for Audited Media, 24 months ending Dec. 31, 2019.

The Observers*
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Sarasota Observer 
Longboat Observer

East County Observer 
Siesta Key Observer

Sarasota 
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At SunCoast Blood Centers, we believe that donating blood should be a comfortable  
and convenient experience – just like being at home. 

With our Concierge Donor Program, it is… literally. 

Simply schedule an appointment for a concierge donation and our SCBC mini-vehicle will  
meet you at your home or office for a private, 1 on 1interaction with a member of our  
collection team. Stay safe and socially distanced – all while saving lives in your community.

No waiting  •  1 on 1 service  •  Available 6 days a week

Sarasota  •  Lakewood Ranch  •  Venice  •  Bradenton  •  Port Charlotte

Schedule Your Concierge 
Donor Appointment Today
Visit suncoastblood.org or call 844-972-6819

Blood Donation That 
Comes Right To

Comfortable. 
Convenient.
Concierge.

YOU.
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To order tickets, visit:  
JFEDSRQ.JFEDSRQ.org/booksorg/books

THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF SARASOTA-MANATEE PRESENTS

Tuesday, April 13 – Thursday, April 15Tuesday, April 13 – Thursday, April 15

 •  Raffi Berg  •  Steven E. Zipperstein  •  
•  Maurice Samuels  •

ANNUAL  ANNUAL  
AUTHOR LECTUREAUTHOR LECTURE

SERIESSERIES

HistoryHistory
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DAVID CONWAY
DEPUTY MANAGING EDITOR 

Between a renourished shoreline 
and a refurbished pavilion, visi-
tors to Lido Beach have likely tak-
en note of some changes that have 
come together since last year.

On March 18, the city held a rib-
bon-cutting for the latest mile-
stone in a pair of renovation proj-
ects at Lido Beach, the reopening 
of the concession stand at the 
Lido Pavilion. The concession 
stand closed in September 2019 
to accommodate construction 
at the Lido Pavilion. As part of 
the $985,000 renovation efforts, 
the city has installed a new roof, 
shade coverings, a concrete patio 
with furniture, landscaping and 
a new vent hood system for the 
concession area.

Now the concession area is 
open under new management. 
Lido Island Grill is operated by 
Laszlo Bevardi, the chef who 
owns Bevardi’s Salute on Lem-
on Avenue. Bevardi noted the 
revamped menu at the pavilion 
includes lobster rolls, a popular 

item the previous concessionaire 
offered. The concession area also 
has a separate walk-up window 
for alcohol sales including beer, 
wine and cocktails. The conces-
sion stand is open at 11 a.m. daily 
and closes between 5:30 p.m. and 
6 p.m. depending on activity at 
the beach.

The city recently began con-
struction on the final stage of 
the pavilion renovation project, 
focused on improving the public 
restrooms. The city closed the 
bathrooms at the pavilion Friday, 
placing several portable toilets 
and hand-washing stations at 
the beach. In the coming weeks, 
the city intends to install a high-
quality restroom trailer that will 
be available for the duration of the 
construction.

The contractor for the project 
has not finalized a schedule yet, 
but construction is currently 
planned to begin in mid-May and 
could continue through Septem-
ber, city spokesperson Jason Bar-
tolone said.

“We look forward to finishing 
this much-anticipated project 
as soon as possible and with the 
highest of quality to serve our 
residents and beach visitors,” 
Bartolone said in an email.

The city is also working to fin-
ish a $12.7 million Lido Beach 
shoreline renourishment project 
that began last summer. The city 
worked with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to renourish Lido 
Key via the first-ever dredging 

The reopening of the Lido 
Pavilion concession stand 
and the construction of sand-
retaining groins mark some  
of the final steps in a pair  
of renovation projects.

Lido Beach projects 
near completion
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Visit our NEW Showroom & Design Center 
to CUSTOM-ize your outdoor furniture.

FLORIDAPATIO.NET  |  941-722-5643  |  2500 US BUSINESS 41 NORTH  |  PALMETTO, FL 34221  |  OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-5. CLOSED SUNDAYS. 

QUALITY OUTDOOR FURNITURE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

HIGH END LOOK & QUALITY 
AT WHOLESALE PRICING 

CUSTOM MADE 
AT OUR PALMETTO FACTORY

EXTENDED WARRANTY 
ON ALL FURNITURE

WHEN YOU CAN BUY 
DIRECT  from THE 
MANUFACTURER

WHY PAY 
MORE 
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of Big Pass. Although the project 
team finished placing sand on the 
beach last year, it is still working 
to finish the construction of a pair 
of sand-retaining groins on the 
south end of Lido Key.

City Engineer Alex DavisShaw 
said the Army Corps has com-
pleted the northernmost groin, 

and work is about halfway done 
on the second groin, located near 
Ted Sperling Park at South Lido 
Beach. DavisShaw said the con-
tractor intended to finish work 
on the groin April 22, with crews 
demobilizing and moving out the 
final week in April. 

DavisShaw said the city is 
working to reopen some beach 
parking that was blocked for con-
struction staging.

Although the project team 
hasn’t conducted a formal analy-
sis of the impact of the renour-
ishment, DavisShaw said she has 
heard positive feedback to the 
widened shoreline from beach-
goers. And even though a large 
storm has not directly hit the 
barrier island, DavisShaw said 
the renourished beach has held up 
well during increased wave activ-
ity at Lido Key.

“I think it’s already been doing 
what it’s supposed to do and add-
ing protection along the shoreline 
when we have big [storm] events,” 
DavisShaw said.

The city began a series of improvements to the 
Lido Pavilion in 2019.

Photos by David Conway

The construction of a sand-retaining groin near Ted Sperling Park is the final step in the 
city’s Lido Key shoreline renourishment project.
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Republican Club of Longboat Key, Inc.
P.O. Box 8181
Longboat Key, FL 34228-8181

DINNER MEETING!
Wednesday, April 14, 2021
Reception:  5:30 PM to 6:00 PM
Dinner / Speaker: 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Longboat Key Club and Resort
Harbourside Ballroom
3200 Harbourside Drive (North Gate by Publix)
Longboat Key, FL  34228

TOPIC: LAW AND ORDER
“An overview of your FBI office and a 
discussion of the current “threat” 
landscape to include cyber security, 
terroism, and investment fraud”
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Guest Speaker: Tom Baugher
Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) Tom Baugher graduated with 
honors from Johns Hopkins University. At Hopkins, he was captain 
of the football team and in ROTC. Upon graduation, SSA Baugher 
received his commission as an officer in the Army Reserve. He then 
attended the University of Pennsylvania Law School. At Penn, SSA 
Baugher concentrated in criminal law and national security law. 
He has been admitted to practice law in Florida, Pennsylvania, and 
New Jersey. SSA Baugher obtained his MBA from the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. SSA Baugher is also a Certified Fraud 
Examiner (CFE) and Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist 
(CAMS). SSA Baugher has worked at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Philadelphia and for a private law firm. He has been published 
in Fraud Magazine, the International Journal of Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence, and the Journal of Arson Investigation. SSA 
Baugher is an EMT and volunteers for a local ambulance service. SSA 
Baugher is an Adjunct Professor at the State College of Florida (SCF) 
and the University of South Florida (USF). SSA Baugher joined the 
FBI in 1997 and has been assigned to Newark, NJ, San Juan, PR, and 
Headquarters. SSA Baugher has held various supervisory positions 
in the Tampa Division to include SWAT Senior Team Leader. He is 
currently the Supervisor for the Sarasota Resident Agency which 
covers Sarasota, Manatee, DeSoto, and Hardee Counties. 

Dinner Meeting Sponsored By: 
KODIAK BUILDING PARTNERS 
Dinner Meeting Covid-19 Guidelines: 

• Attendees will have their temperatures taken upon arrival 
and will be asked to not attend if their temperature is over 
100.4 degrees Fahrenheit. 

• Attendees are required to wear face masks until they are 
seated for dinner.

• Social Distancing guidelines will be implemented at the 
dinner tables.

• Face masks and hand sanitizers will be available. 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS 
MEMBERS: $60 
GUESTS: $65 
Make your reservation online and pay securely with your credit card 
through PayPal: rclbk.org 

Reserve By Phone: Judy Williams at 941-312-4574 

or email Judy: dickandjudyw@verizon.net 

… and bring your check to the meeting (Please make check payable to 
RCLBK). Sorry – we do not accept credit cards at the door. 

For more information, please email: 
lbkrepublicans@gmail.com

HEAT LATIN JAZZ BAND
April 18 • 3:00 pm

Outdoors at 
Nathan Benderson Park

Classic salsa and jazz with a fresh, young Latin flair.

ArtistSeriesConcerts.org  |  941-306-1202

25th Anniversary Season 
Great Music ~ Exceptional Artists ~ Safe Settings
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NAT KAEMMERER
STAFF WRITER

A
t the April 1 Kiwanis Club 
of Longboat Key meeting, 
there were plenty of hap-
py dollars deposited into 

the club’s pot. In total, there were 
17 at the meeting, and a few mem-
bers were back with the club for 
the first time since the pandemic.

After breakfast, members set-
tled in for a double-header of 
speakers as Longboat Key Proj-
ects Manager James Linkogle gave 
an update on the town’s under-
ground utilities project, and new 
commissioner Penny Gold intro-
duced herself.

A little more than a year and 
a half into the utilities project, 
poles and overhead wires are soon 
to be disappearing in the island’s 
southern neighborhoods. Phase 
two is on the northernmost part 
of the island, and as of March 31, 

Kiwanis 
Club hears 
from Gold, 
Linkogle
Members learn more about the 
town’s underground project and 
the new commissioner.

Photos by Nat Kaemmerer

Penny Gold, right, deposits happy dollars to Jim Larson.
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2 North Tamiami Trail, Suite 700 | Sarasota, Florida 34236 
3630 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 400 | Atlanta, Georgia 30326

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

Gary has over 35 years of wealth management experience.

Gary S. Brochin
Managing Director/Investments

  (941) 329-6286 Sarasota 
(404) 231-6535 Atlanta 

(678) 575-1399 cell 
broching@stifel.com  

www.brochinwealthmanagement.com

CREDIBILITY AND TRUST
In the last 130 years, Stifel has become one of  

the nation’s premier financial services firms. 

INVESTING PHILOSOPHY
With more than 400 offices across the nation, Stifel’s beliefs on  
investing are grounded in research-based fundamental principles. 

TOP-TIER SERVICE 
Stifel as a firm is a significant factor in the industry, yet small enough  
to maintain a family culture and high level of service clients should expect. 

EXPERIENCE
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SIESTA KEY 
1960 Stickney Pt Rd 
941.922.4545

Mix and Match from Multiple Styles & Sizes
SWIMWEAR | RESORT WEAR | ACCESSORIES

www.SwimCity.com LONGBOAT 
3170 Gulf of Mexico Dr
941.383.2288

DOWNTOWN
50 N Tamiami Trl
941.954.8800
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Visit a FIT &

 STYLE Expert

 Today to Find 

Your Perfect

Suit!

Thursdays at 5:30 pm | Now through April 22nd
Sarasota Polo Club

Admission is FREE courtesy of North South Wealth Management
Follow us on  for more info.
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PRESENTED BY

www.SarasotaPolo.com

the town had nearly all the con-
duit installed in the Village. Phase 
three will start in April.

“We’re always trying to work 
the phases toward the middle of 
the island,” Linkogle said. “Phase 
four is next. We are moving north 
with phase three toward the 
county line.”

Gulf of Mexico Drive lighting 
poles are being installed now, 
Linkogle said, and the town will 
try to use those pole locations for 
future wireless infrastructure to 

allow for “work from anywhere” 
capabilities. The town is working 
with KCI to negotiate with carri-
ers to incentivize them to team up 
with the town to increase capa-
bilities.

“Obviously, we’re always look-
ing for this ubiquitous cover-
age, so everywhere you go on the 
island, you got a good signal, and 
then enhanced 911 services and 
business-related services,” Link-
ogle said. “We really believe we’re 
positioned very well.”

Switch orders and pole removal 
will likely happen phase by phase, 
Linkogle said as the project moves 
toward its anticipated completion 
by the end of 2022.

When it was her turn, Gold 
introduced herself, telling club 
members she’s been to every 
Town Commission meeting since 
November to get up to speed on 
issues. She was sworn in last 
month.

A CPA from Kentucky, Gold has 
long been around public service. 

In college, she worked with Nas-
sau County government on Long 
Island, in Queens County govern-
ment, on a governor’s campaign 
in New York and then with pro-
gram planning and development 
in Jefferson County, Kentucky, 
before becoming director of fed-
eral programs. 

Finally, she made her way to 
state government. Local govern-
ment is near and dear to her heart, 
she said, and now she’s diving 
into Longboat Key issues.

“It’s difficult to say what my 
priorities are right now because 
I’m so new,” Gold said. “Having 
some place to put all our waste 
is a high priority because I think 
the town thought they had 20 or 
25 years left on the original pipe, 
and now suddenly, we’ve got to 
find a way to do this right now to 
build a new pipe.”

Gold also named the round-
abouts on the mainland and 
pedestrian safety as a high prior-
ity, as well as keeping an eye on 
what’s going on in Tallahassee 
and Sarasota.

“My background was legisla-
tive lobbying, which certainly 
gives me a little bit more interest 
in pieces of legislation that are 
coming through,” Gold said.

James Linkogle addresses the club. Jim Burmeister chats with Deborah DiCarlo.

Svetlana Kaminsky
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FAMILYFAMILY

At Toale Brothers, we understand the value 
of family in planning for the future and 
honoring loved ones. That’s why we are still 
owned and operated by the Toale family, who 
have provided support, guidance and helpful 
resources to the people of our community 

during their time of need since 1948.

For three generations, we have remained 
focused on celebrating lives with compassion, 
respect and personal attention. Not because it 
is our legacy, but because we genuinely care.

941.955.4171  
www.ToaleBrothers.com

Proud to be a part of Sarasota’s history. 
Honored to be a part of your family’s 

celebration of life.

Family Owned. 
Family Focused.
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www.lapenseeplumbing.com 
401 Manatee Avenue, 

Holmes Beach • 778-5622
LIC. #CFC1426956    CPC1458020 4

6
3

9
2

Plumbing 
Problem?

Call…

Plumbing
Problem?
Call …
778-5622

Visit our Holmes Beach Showroom
401 Manatee Avenue, Holmes Beach

www.lapenseeplumbing.com  LIC.#CFC1426956 ~ CPC 1458908 ~ CAC181847235
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 OMA PIZ ZA
& ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Open 7 days • 11AM to Midnight
201 N. Gulf Dr., Bradenton Beach

778-0771 or 778-0772 Any Size Pizza!

FREE
DELIVERY$100

off

Specializing in Veal • Chicken • Fish • Pasta

Maker of the World’s Largest Pizza
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Call for Take Out
or FREE DELIVERY

NAT KAEMMERER
STAFF WRITER

A
lthough its doors remain 
closed, Save Our Seabirds 
is letting people take a 
peek beyond the cages.

After canceling its Sunset Soi-
ree in spring and fall 2020, the 
organization on City Island is 
putting together a virtual fund-
raiser to reintroduce people to the 
place with behind-the-scenes 
footage of the bird hospital and 
habitats. Because its doors have 
been closed for more than a year 
because of the pandemic, this is 
a big moment for Save Our Sea-
birds, which has many chatty, 
social birds in residence.

“This is just an update on what 
life has been like since we last saw 
people,” CEO David Pilston said. 
“Our staff has really focused on 
spending more time interacting 
with the birds than ever before, … 
especially parrots are interactive 
and love to interact with people.”

The virtual event April 7-11 will 
also serve as the formal introduc-
tion to Dr. Maria Passarelli, the 
facility’s first full-time veteri-
narian. She started in December 
2020 and launched Save Our Sea-
birds from an avian help center to 
a full-fledged hospital. 

“Historically, our hospital was 
run by highly experienced hos-
pital technicians,” Pilston said. 
“[Now] we can do all sorts of 
other surgeries. Previously, really 
serious cases we had to send out 
to a vet and bring back and rehab, 
and now we can do all those pro-
cedures on site.”

Passarelli’s presence will allow 
the hospital to expand its capa-
bilities not only with surgery and 
on-site care but also with edu-
cation. Now that there’s a fully 
trained vet at the facility, Pilston 
foresees a future as a true teaching 

hospital for Save Our Seabirds.
There’s still no reopening date 

for Save Our Seabirds, Pilston 
said, which is why the organiza-
tion decided to go with the virtual 
event to catch people up on life at 
the facility. The hope is that there 
will be an in-person fundrais-
ing event in the fall to officially 
relaunch the dormant capital 
campaign, which will expand the 
facility. Out of a $5 million goal, 
Save Our Seabirds has raised 
about $2 million.

“Last year’s Sunset Soiree was 
intended to be the big launch,” 
Pilston said. “In November 2019, 
we had a donor appreciation 
event and introduced the capi-
tal campaign to them first. The 
intention was to do a big formal 
launch with a couple hundred 
people in the audience. So this is a 
relaunch, but we have made really 
good progress on it.”

Save Our Seabirds 
hires first-ever vet
The group is hosting a 
virtual fundraiser event 
to reintroduce people 
to the facility.

IF YOU GO

SAVE OUR SEABIRDS
When: 7 p.m. April 7 through 
7 p.m. April 11
Where: Virtual
Cost: Free
Info: SaveOurSeabirds.org

Courtesy photo

Dr. Maria 
Passarelli 
will be 
part of 
the virtual 
fundraising 
event for 
Save Our 
Seabirds 
in which 
participants 
can tour 
the avian 
hospital and 
habitats. 
Passarelli 
is the facil-
ity’s first 
full-time 
veterinar-
ian.
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THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON
C E L E B R A T I N G

Listed below are the remarkable sponsors who are making this event possible. 

PERFORMANCE SPONSOR
Bud and Betty Shapiro

DIAMOND SPONSORS
Karol Foss
Patricia Golemme and Timothy Fullum
Julie A. Harris
Frank and Katherine Martucci

EMERALD SPONSORS
Sydney Goldstein
Gulf Coast Community Foundation
Harry Leopold and Audrey Robbins
Phil and Kim Lombardo
Jean Weiller

SAPPHIRE SPONSORS
Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation
BMO Wealth Management
Jean Weidner Goldstein
JoAnn Heffernan Heisen
Richard Johnson
Pat and Ann Kenny
Richard March
Bill and Linda Mitchell
Mercedita OConnor
Stu and Gini Peltz
Micki Sellman
Hillary Steele
Curt and Melliss Swenson
Marcia Jean Taub and Peter Swain

RUBY SPONSORS
George Allison, ASID and Alan Watkins, ASID
Bob and Ginger Cannon Bailey
Paul Cantor and Michelle Roy
Community Foundation of Sarasota County 

Peter G. and Patricia D. Laughlin
Robin Klein-Strauss and Michael Strauss
Peter B. Miller and Dr. Martha Harrison
Tom and Maureen Steiner

PEARL SPONSORS
Ken and Peggy Abt
Maryann Armour
Christopher and Natalie Armstrong
Ronelle Ashby
Shari and Steve Ashman
Isabel Anchin Becker
Jerry and Gay Bowles
Barbara Brizdle
James Brooks
Judy Cahn
Canandaigua National Trust Company
William and Bonnie Chapman
Katie Couchot
Cumberland Advisors
Neil and Sandra DeFeo
Sona and David Degann
Kay Delaney and Murray Bring
Fred and Lynda Doery
Murray Duffin
Laura Feder
Frances D. Fergusson and John Bradbury
Jennifer Gemmeke
Valerie Gill
Jane C. Gould and Stephen W. Fillo
Marnie and Stephen Grossman
Sherry and Michael Guthrie
Renee Hamad
Huisking Family Fund of CFSC
D’Anne Hurd
Barbara Jacob
Phillip King

Kenneth and Victoria Kolbe
Tassana and Michael Landy
Joan Switt Langbord
Melvy Erman Lewis
Tina and Rick Lieberman
Peter and Teresa Masterson
Joan Mathews
Donna Maytham
Tim Metz and Geraldine Fabrikant
John and Mary Ann Meyer
Carla and Michael Miller
Gloria Moss
Rosemary and Lou Oberndorf
Dorothy O’Brien and Richard Antoine
Kimberley Pelyk
Charles and Charlotte Perret
Pamela Revels
Marilyn and Steve Rothschild
Theda Bohrer Wendy & Tracey  
   Charitable Foundation
Thomas and Gwendolyn Watson
David Welle and Rosemary Reinhardt
Sheila and Merrill Wynne

MEDIA SPONSORS
Observer Media Group
Sarasota Scene Magazine

GALA DONATIONS
Wanda Garofalo
Edward and Roberta Hamilton
Henry and Ellen Mason
Jack and Lenore Rubin
Joan Volpe and Ronald Kluck
Anonymous

EVENT  SOLD  OUT
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Air Conditioning Electrical Water TreatmentPlumbing

LET AQUA HELP YOU ON YOUR 
NEXT ELECTRICAL PROJECT! 
SERVICES INCLUDE:

 Complete Home Rewiring 
  Standby Generators & Service Repairs 
on All Generators
 Surge Protection

AND SO MUCH MORE!! 

Lic # cAc1816020 • PLbg cFc1428223 • ELEc Ec13009313

or visit www.AquaPlumbingSarasota.com

$100 OFF 
Reme Halo 
Air Purifier

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Contact Aqua Plumbing & Air for details.

Offer expires 4/30/2021.

$250 OFF 
Whole House Water 
Treatment System

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Contact Aqua Plumbing & Air for details.

Offer expires 4/30/2021.

FREE 
Water Quality 

Analysis ($99 value) 
Cannot be combined with other offers. Must present coupon at 

time of service.Contact Aqua Plumbing & Air for details.
Offer expires 4/30/2021.

The Area’s most Trusted Name since 1974

SEE HOW MUCH MORE YOU CAN SAVE!!

941.866.6210
CALL NOW!

New AC System
 $4,800!

+ 12 Months 0% Financing Available!
Some restrictions apply. This offer applies to a 1.5 T, 14 SEER 

HVAC System with heat strip and thermostat included. Includes 
reconnection to existing ductwork, wiring, refrigerant piping and 
drain. Not valid on prior purchases and cannot combine offers. 

Limited time offer.Contact Aqua Plumbing & Air for details.
Offer expires 4/30/2021.

Starting 
at

The Home Service Pros Who Care
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Father Edward G. Pick, founder and 
Pastor of St. Mary, Star of the Sea, 
Church on Longboat Key, died March 
27, 2021, at the age of 86.

Born in 1935 in Cincinnati, Ohio, Fr. Pick 
was the youngest of the three children of 
Herbert and Madeline Pick. At an early age, 
he and his family moved to Miami. Years 
later, at the urging of his uncle, Monsignor 
Edward Freking, he returned to Ohio and 
began his studies for the priesthood at 
St. Gregory’s Minor Seminary. Following 
graduation, he was accepted at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary of the West, also in Ohio. 
In 1960, Fr. Pick was ordained into the 
priesthood at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral 
in Cincinnati.

His first assignment was to Sacred Heart 
Parish in Lake Worth, Florida, followed 
by an assignment to St. Mary’s Cathedral 
in Miami. Thereafter, he served at St. Joan 
of Arc parish in Boca Raton, where he also 
served as Chaplain at Mary Mount College, 
and Newman Chaplain at Florida Atlantic 
University.

In 1966, he became Assistant Pastor at 
St. Sebastian’s in Fort Lauderdale, followed 
in 1968, by his appointment as Pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish, Punta Gorda, and Our 
Lady of Mercy Chapel (a Mission Church) 
in Boca Grande.

In 1973, there came a move which would 
change Fr. Pick and Longboat Key forever. 
He was offered the extraordinary opportu-
nity to build a church and a church com-
munity on that idyllic island. Years earlier, 

Archbishop Hurley of St. Petersburg had 
purchased a 12 ½ acre site right in the cen-
ter of the island. Fr. Pick quickly arranged 
to purchase it from the Diocese. Upon 
arrival on the key, he and his mother moved 
into a small house on Denarvaez Dr. just a 
bit south of Whitney Beach. Arrangements 
were made to rent a small room at the local 
firehouse every Sunday morning where 
Mass was offered for local Catholics, as 
well as for a flock of peacocks who, on a 
regular basis, strolled up the center aisle to 
hear Fr. Pick’s sermon. Daily Masses were 
celebrated at the Denarvaez house.

The pastor and parishioners began the 
formidable task of building a church and 
a church community. The first Mass in 
the new church was celebrated on May 27, 
1978, and the formal dedication ceremo-
nies took place on the Feast of the Immac-
ulate Conception, December 8th, forever 
more considered as founding date and 
Parish Feast Day.

A unique attraction of the church is the 
sanctuary mural, painted by Frank Hopper, 
honoring the Eucharist as depicted in the 
6th chapter of John’s gospel. In addition, 

Fr. Pick personally planted and cared for 
the glorious Indian Banyan trees arrayed 
at the front of the property along Gulf of 
Mexico Drive.

Once asked to describe the most 
memorable moment or event in his life, he 
answered, “For me, it was my ordination in 
1968. But it makes one think. There are so 
many turns in your life. I am here, but with 
another turn in my life, I could have been 
somewhere else. If I had to choose, I would 
not be anywhere else but on Longboat 
Key.”

Visitation was held on Tuesday April 6th 
from 4pm to 6pm with a Wake Service at 
6pm at St Mary, Star of the Sea, 4280 Gulf 
of Mexico Dr. Longboat Key. Funeral Mass 
was held Wednesday April 7th at 11am St 
Mary, Star of the Sea, Burial was private.

Funeral Arrangements by Robert Toale 
& Sons Funeral Home at Palms Memorial 
Park.

DONATIONS:
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made 
to the St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Tuition Fund, 
in honor of Fr. Pick. To donate online, please 
go to https://stmarylbk.weshareonline.org/
index.aspx or St Mary, Star of the Sea, 4280 
Gulf of Mexico Dr., Longboat Key, FL 34228.

Father Edward G. Pick
1935-2021

Memorialize your loved one 

with a lasting tribute in print 

and online, a permanent 

record of a legacy your family 

will always cherish.

Submit your
Loved One’s Obituary

Call Adela at 941-366-3468, ext. 346; 
tributes@yourobserver.com

or ask your funeral director for assistance.

PROVIDED BY THE OBSERVER MEDIA GROUP
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HeartsForever in our

T R I B U T E S
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5 Ways to Worship at All Angels
All Angels Episcopal Church | 563 Bay Isles Rd 

• Indoor worship services this Sunday at 8 am and 10 am 
Face covering required.

• Drive-in Church, Sunday at 10:00. Tune your car radio to 107.5 FM

• Walk-up Church, enjoy the garden setting and listen to the service

• Live-stream - go to AllAngelsLBK.org to watch on-line 

• Zoom service - email dave@allangelsLBK.org for the link 

941-383-8161 • www.AllAngelsLBK.org
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6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchlbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Please Register to Attend • Masks Required
 941-900-4903

The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch our 10:00 AM service live: www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 
or www.christchurchlbk.org (follow YouTube link)
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St. Armands Key
LUTHERAN CHURCH

THIS WEEKEND
Jewelry Fundraiser

Saturday, 4/10 from 10a to 3p
to benefit Safe Children Coalition

JOIN US FOR  IN-PERSON WORSHIP
on Sundays at 9 and 11am. 
Or join us online at 9am at 

www.saklc.com/live or on Facebook

St. Armands Key Lutheran Church • 40 North Adams Dr., Sarasota, FL • 941.388.1234 • Questions? Contact: michael@saklc.com
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Would like to Welcome & Invite You, Your Family Members 
& Friends to Celebrate Mass with Our Parish Community  

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 3:30 PM & 5:00 PM

Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:30 AM
Daily Mass at 9:00 AM- Monday through Friday
Confessions after daily Mass or by appointment 

Please wear your mask and maintain social distancing.
Please visit our website to view mass.

St. Mary, Star of the Sea, 
Catholic Church

4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228
383-1255 • www.stmarylbk.org Rev. Robert Dziedziak, Pastor
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6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive • Longboat Key, Florida 34228 • 941-383-6491
Follow us on Facebook • www.longboatislandchapel.org

Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop is Open Mon., Wed. & Sat., 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Please join us
in worship in person 
on Sunday at 10 a.m. 

or online at our website and 
Facebook Live Stream at 10 a.m.

An Ecumenical Church that
     Welcomes all People

Founded in 1956

Temple Beth Israel
A Center of Jewish Life and Learning in the Sarasota Area

Your health and well-being are of the utmost concern to us! 
With the situation engendered by the current public health emergency around 

the country and the world, we want to err on the side of caution. 
All TBI physical gatherings are postponed until further notice. 

Please access our Shabbat Services and programs on our website, 
YouTube, Facebook and Zoom.

567 Bay Isles Road • Longboat Key, FL
941.383.3428 | www.tbi-lbk.org
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RABBI STEPHEN L. SNIDERMAN, D.D.

NAT KAEMMERER
STAFF WRITER

T
he only thing more 
imposing than the giant 
banyan trees on the 
grounds of St. Mary, Star 

of the Sea, Catholic Church was 
the man who planted them: the 
church’s founder, the Rev. Edward 
Pick.

“He was definitely a man you 
looked up to,” longtime friend 
Tim Clarke said.

Pick died March 27 at age 86.
Pick, whom many referred to 

as a “gentle giant,” stood about 
6-foot-7, cutting a figure that was 
at once loving and brusque, wise 
and witty. Ordained in 1968, Pick 
came to Longboat Key in 1973 and 
founded the church, which at that 
time had no building.

Pick preached out of a rented 
room in the firehouse on the north 
end, often preaching to a flock 
that included peacocks that wan-
dered in during Mass. The church 
wasn’t built until 1978, and by the 
time the doors opened, Pick had 
created a masterpiece. 

He commissioned murals 
and stained glass windows and 
brought 100 2-foot-tall banyan 
seedlings from Boca Grande to 
plant at the drive into the church. 
Under his care, they began to 
flourish.

He leaves behind a legacy 
beyond  trees and a building 

though. Pick was known for his 
generosity, his commitment to 
the church and its congregants, 
his love of the arts and his humor. 
Often, he would end Mass with, 
“God bless you, and be kind to 
each other,” former Mayor Joan 
Webster remembered.

“Yes, he built a beautiful 
church, but he also built beauti-
ful souls,” longtime friend Susan 
Clarke said.

Pick adored his dogs, which 
were almost always Saint Ber-
nards. Tom Mahoney, who’s been 
the church’s caretaker for 26 
years, saw Pick’s love for his dogs 
up close day after day. 

When Mahoney would eat at 
a restaurant with Pick, he would 
order an extra meal of hamburgers 
to take home, so his dogs could eat 
well that night, too. 

In the summers, Pick would ask 
Mahoney to bring his truck over 
to the rectory, so he could load 
the dogs up and take them to the 
beach.

“We’d go right across from Bird 
Key,” Mahoney said. “I used to be 
able to park the truck right on the 
hill, and Father would get into the 
water with the Saint Bernards.”

The promise of the beach 
wasn’t the only thing that pulled 
him away from the rectory on 
warm afternoons. 

When the Cincinnati Reds, 
Pick’s hometown team, were 
playing in spring training or at 
Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, 
Pick couldn’t resist the lure of the 
diamond.

“On an afternoon, if Father’s 
favorite team was playing in Sara-
sota, he’d say, ‘Tom, let’s go to 
the game,’” Mahoney said. “And 
I’d say, ‘Father, I’ve still got work 
to do,’ and he’d say, ‘That’s OK, 
we’re going to the game.’”

Above all, the church was his 
life. Even after he retired in 2008, 
Pick would step forward to help 
with Mass for his successor, 
Monsignor Gerry Finegan, and 
the church’s new pastor, the Rev. 
Robert Dziedziak.

“I would have to describe him 
as a brilliant homilist,” Tim Clarke 
said. “He would give brilliant ser-
vices in plain language. They were 
motivating and inspiring.

He really built the entire service 
of the Mass that day around the 
theme of the sermon. He was a 

very bright man, very smart.”
His humor and love of the arts 

shone through his daily homilies. 
Pick often said that if he weren’t 
a priest, he would have liked to 
be on stage, and he put his raspy 
singing voice to use often at 
church parties and in soliciting 
donations. When Pick would stay 
at the Clarkes’ Michigan home, he 
would sing show tunes for them 
after dinner.

“He made friends with his 
demeanor and size and wit and 
humor and excellent mind and 
attention to detail,” Susan Clarke 
said. “He was really quite the for-
midable man.”

St. Mary’s founder, 
‘gentle giant’ dies
The Rev. Edward 
Pick leaves behind a 
looming legacy that 
is remembered fondly 
by congregants.

“On an afternoon, if Father’s 
favorite team was playing in 
Sarasota, he’d say, ‘Tom, let’s 
go to the game.’” And I’d say, 
‘Father, I’ve still got work to do,’ 
and he’d say, ‘That’s OK, we’re 
going to the game.’”

— Tom Mahoney, caretaker 
of St. Mary, Star of the Sea, 
Catholic Church

File photo

The Rev. Edward Pick, founder of St. Mary, Star of the Sea, Catholic Church, 
commissioned murals and brought banyan seedlings for the grounds.
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ROGER SELLS
LUXURY WATERFRONT PROPERTIES
RECORD-BREAKING $175+ MILLION SOLD IN 2020

1588 NORTH CASEY KEY ROAD                     $9,500,000
This secluded and exquisite beach-to-bay estate is perfectly situated on 
almost three-acres on the private and gated northern Gulf shores of Casey 
Key. Wonderfully updated and partially rebuilt, you will love the charm it 
exudes, complemented by a beautifully maintained 4BR main residence and 
a separate 2BR guest house. The impeccable � nishes, impressive outdoor 
entertaining, and your own private beach are the perfect � nishing touches.    

www.1588NorthCaseyKey.com     

1300 CASEY KEY ROAD                                  $3,495,000
An enviable direct Gulf-to-bay location is the highlight at this 3BR 
bungalow on the private island of Casey Key. This unique parcel offers 
nearly 100’ of direct beach frontage with an additional peninsula that 
juts out to the sailboat-deep waters of Blackburn Bay, and includes a 
protected dock in a sheltered basin with the option of multiple boating 
possibilities. Create your own dream-home experience at this remote jewel.   

www.1300CaseyKey.com     

100 SANDS POINT ROAD #211              $1,195,000

From almost any room of this charming beach retreat, you 
can look out into the coastal landscape of azure Gulf waters 
and powdery shores. Mesmerizing beach and sunset vistas 
are the highlight throughout this lovely getaway. The open 
concept of this two-bedroom residence is spread across 
nearly 2,000 SF. The perfect place to escape, you will love 
adding your personal touches to the bright and airy design.  

www.SandsPoint211.com

LUXURY WATERFRONT PROPERTIES

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR EXCLUSIVE TOUR (941) 387-1840 
443 John Ringling Boulevard, Suite F | Sarasota, FL 34236 

595 Bay Isles Road , Suite 250 | Longboat Key, FL 34228 
Pettingell.com | www.bestSarasotarealestate.net

Twitter.com/RealRoger | Instagram.com/RogerPettingell  | Roger@Pettingell.com
Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

535 SANCTUARY DRIVE #C707             $2,195,000

Walls of impact glass sliders throughout this wonderfully 
updated, 7th-� oor Sanctuary residence ensure that each 
room of the open-concept 3BR layout is bright and airy. 
Spectacular direct views of the Gulf, that stretch out to 
Sarasota Bay, downtown and Longboat Key Club’s golf 
course welcome you. Two terraces and secure under-building 
parking complete this special Gulf-to-bay getaway.  

www.535SanctuaryC707.com
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NAT KAEMMERER
STAFF WRITER

L
ast year on Easter, in the 
early throes of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the Rev. 
Dave Marshall of All Angels 
Episcopal Church preached 

from outside the COVID-19 ward 
at Blake Hospital in Bradenton 
rather than in an empty church.

“I wanted to go to a place where 
there’s new life or a place that 
needed hope, and that seemed to 
be the COVID ward,” he said.

In 2021, Easter service returned 
to churches, though attendance 
was smaller, and many worship-
pers still attended virtually. 

Still, there’s a pent-up desire 
for normalcy even if the pandemic 
teeters at a turning point with all 
adults in Florida now eligible for 
vaccines.

“This year, we’ll be strain-
ing to include as many people as 
want to come,” the Rev. Norman 
Pritchard from Christ Church of 
Longboat Key said. “Our registra-
tions are running close to 200. … 
Our numbers have been creeping 
up Sunday by Sunday, since mid-
February. What we’ve been find-
ing is that a number of people are 
actually quite happy watching the 
livestreaming. Our numbers con-
tinue to astonish us.”

For some Longboat Key resi-
dents, Easter marked the begin-
ning of the end of the pandemic, 
though public health experts still 
advise caution. 

Some left the island to be with 
family for the first time in months, 
and others are starting to emerge 
from their homes.

“We will have some folks in 
church on Easter who have not 
been in church in over a year,” 
Marshall said last week. “I know 
that sounds strange because there 
are people that just show up on 

Christmas and Easter, but these 
are not those people.”

Generations of the Kotz and 
Crane family, who travel to Sand 
Cay every year from Michigan, 
have been going to St. Mary, Star 
of the Sea, Catholic Church on 
Easter for 30 years. 

They missed last year. But not 
2021 as Easter looked more nor-
mal for them this year; the young-
est family members even partici-
pated in the Sand Cay egg hunt.

“This is our first big travel since 
COVID, actually in two years,” 
Peggy Kotz said. “There are 17 of 
us together here.”

Even though 2021 is a year with 
one foot still in the pandemic and 
one foot out the door, this Eas-
ter captured more of the hopeful 
emotions of the holiday. 

For Patterson’s first Easter on 
the island, Longboat Island Cha-
pel hosted a sunrise service in the 
garden with cool weather and 
about 60 attendees.

“The pandemic has got every-
body in a little bit of chaos, but 
to see people come back and feel 
comfortable over these last few 
months has been wonderful,” 
Patterson said. “If that means 
we’re multiplying services to get 
everybody in, that’s what we’ll 
do. But for my first Easter here I 
couldn’t be happier.”

Aside from services, another 
important Easter tradition has 
resumed in some parts of Long-
boat Key: the Easter egg hunt. 
On April 2 at Sand Cay, kids of 
all ages ran rampant around the 
grounds scooping up all the eggs 
they could find.

“Let’s let the kids have fun 
today, something normal,” Sand 
Cay Owner Lyn Sorensen said.

Kids scoured the grounds for 
eggs with siblings and newly 
made vacation friends. 

Those who found golden eggs 
got first pick at the smorgasbord 
of overflowing Easter baskets 
that Sorensen and staff laid out 
for them. Once everyone had 
their new toys, the yard was filled 
with a new kind of chaos as water 
guns sprayed and jump ropes flew 
through the air.

Hunting for Easter normalcy
People attended services 
in person this year and 
saw family, a huge 
difference from 2020.

Photos by Nat Kaemmerer

The kids taking part in the egg hunt wait patiently to pick out their baskets.

Connor Steiner carries his eggs and Easter 
basket.

Above: King 
Michael 
picks a bas-
ket laden 
with toy 
cars
Left: Lyn 
Sorensen 
gets every 
kid’s atten-
tion, so they 
can pick 
out Easter 
baskets.
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OPEN FOR IN-HOUSE DINING 
LUNCH: MONDAY - SATURDAY 11:30 - 3:00 

EARLY DINING MENU: DAILY 4:00 - 5:15  
DINNER: DAILY 4:00 - 9:00 

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
941-383-0440  

OPEN FOR IN-HOUSE DINING • LUNCH: MONDAY - SATURDAY 11:30 - 3:00 
EARLY DINING MENU: DAILY 4:00 - 5:15 • DINNER: DAILY 4:00 - 9:00 

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. • lazylobsteroflongboat.com • 941-383-0440

Longboat Key’s Best Value!
EARLY DINING &

HAPPY HOUR
AT THE LAZY LOBSTER

DAILY 4:00 - 5:15*
*EXCLUDING VALENTINE’S DAY, EASTER & MOTHERS DAY

$1.00 OFF  
ANY SUNDAE OR 
BANANA SPLIT 

Every Monday * No Coupon Required 
Longboat Location Only 

Located in The Centre Shops 
Next to Lazy Lobster 

!MONDAY
Sundae

featuring
house brand cocktails or house wines - $5
most domestic beers - $3.50
martinis, manhattans & call brand cocktails - $6.50
(excludes premium brands)

plus
10 complete entrees under $17

4 lobster dishes under $25
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

CALL 941.383.0440

EXCEPTIONAL 
 VACATION RENTALS

Locally owned and  
managed since 1994

Specializing in 
Longboat Key and Lido Key 
Private Vacation Homes, Condominiums 
and Beachfront Resorts

877-705-2460
3720 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
Longboat Key, FL 34228 
info@FLVacationConnection.com 
FLVacationConnection.com 35
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Divorce is never pleasant, but it doesn’t have to be 
full of hate & bitterness. Protect family relationships 
and assets from expensive, adversarial litigation, 
Explore Mediation: the Positive Alternative.

Call me for a Free 15-min Consultation, 
before you call an attorney!

DIVORCE without
ATTORNEYS

FREYA ROBBINS
Supreme Court Certified Mediator
Certified Divorce Financial Analyst

•   Family & Divorce 
Mediation

•  Marriage Mediation

•   Pre & Post Nuptial 
Agreements

•  Elder Care Mediation

ZollingerMediation.com 
941-366-0202

C
hurch leaders and 
followers practiced 
their faith and walked 
downtown Sarasota’s 

Main Street for the annual 
Good Friday pilgrimage 
April 2. 

Hundreds of followers 
and church figures met 
on Main Street near the 
Hollywood 11 theater and 
walked to 14 stations of 
the cross, where they 
reflected on Jesus’ 
journey. Mayor Hagen 
Brody, church figures and 
other supporters spoke 
to the assembled crowd 
at each station before 
concluding at Church of 
the Redeemer Episcopal 
Church.

— HARRY SAYER

Faithful join Good Friday pilgrimage

Above: 
Maryann 
Grgic and 
Sarasota 
Mayor 
Hagen 
Brody walk 
with the 
crowd.
Left: 
Hundreds 
of followers 
gather 
for the 
pilgrimage.

Photos by Harry Sayer

Petra Greenidge sings a movie piece to the 
audience.
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I A N A DDY, PA
R E A L T O R ® ,  M B A

G A IL W ITTIG
B R O K E R - A S S O C I A T E

IanAddy@MichaelSaunders.com GailWittig@MichaelSaunders.com

I A N A DDY, PA
R E A L T O R ® ,  M B A

G A IL W ITTIG
B R O K E R - A S S O C I A T E

IanAddy@MichaelSaunders.com GailWittig@MichaelSaunders.com

941.387.0100
WWW.LONGBOATLIFE.COM

BENCHM A R K R ESULTS • STR ATEGIC M A R K ETING • PERSONA LIZED SERV ICE
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RECENT 
ACTIVITY

WESTCHESTER WALK-OUT
4825 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE #105 | LONGBOAT KEY | $819,000

Completely renovated direct gulf front 2 bedroom residence offers full unobstructed views of the 
azure water with excellent amenities and a convenient location close to everything.

MLS# A4496403

ISLANDER CLUB PERFECTION
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE #32N | LONGBOAT KEY | $899,000

Exquisitely updated 2 bedroom residence showcases turquoise water views from every room. The 
Islander Club offers resort-style amenities along with an ideal location close to everything.

MLS# A4496172

JUST SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

JUST LISTED

UNDER CONTRACT

225 SANDS POINT RD #6206 | $630,000

2251 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE #303 | $4,900,000

JUST SOLD

901 NORSOTA WAY | $5,900,000

UNDER CONTRACT

YOUR
PROPERTY 

HERE
It’s a great time to be a Seller! Call us for a 

complimentary market analysis today.
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OUR SHOWROOMS ARE OPEN 
Special Financing Available

1734 South Tamiami Trail
Venice, FL 34293
941.493.7441

4551 N. Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234
941.355.8437

2510 1st Street West
Bradenton, FL 34208
941.748.4679
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www.manasotaonline.com

Speakers • Refreshments • Personal Travel Consultations

RSVP to Roz@BookThatEscape.com

APRIL 21, 2021 • 4:30 TO 7:30 PM
Nathan Benderson Park, Finish Tower • Sarasota, Florida

Meet and hear from the travel experts.
Our travel partners will be speaking between 5-7pm.

FREE 
Admission
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Interior Design  |  Unique Furnishings  |  Home AccessoriesInterior Design  |  Unique Furnishings  |  Home Accessories
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SATURDAY, APRIL 10  
AND SUNDAY, APRIL 11
ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE  
ART FESTIVAL
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days, head to St. Armands 
Circle to browse the works of 
artists from around the state of 
Florida and the country. Masks 
are required by artists and at-
tendees. Visit bit.ly/StArmand-
sArt to book a time slot.

RECURRING 
EVENTS
MONDAYS
STRETCH & STRENGTHEN
From 10-11 a.m. at The Paradise 
Center, 546 Bay Isles Road. 
Focus is on strength training 
and flexibility for balance. Class 
is outdoors and led by Suzy 
Brenner. Fee is $10. Walk-ins 
welcome. For information, call 
383-6493.

HULA CLASS
From 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at 
The Paradise Center, 546 Bay 
Isles Road. Held outdoors with 
social distancing and led by 
native Hawaiian Debbie White. 
Free for members, $10 per 
person. Walk-ins welcome. For 
information call 383-6493.

THINKING OUT LOUD: TIMELY 
TOPICS WITH MIKE KARP
From 1-2:30 p.m. at The Para-
dise Center, 546 Bay Isles Road. 
Topics will include U.S. and 
world current affairs, popular 
culture and topics relevant to 
seniors. Held outdoors, weather 
permitting. Cost is $10. Walk-
ins welcome. For information 
call 383-6493.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY 
AND FRIDAY
PUMPING THE PRIME 
WITH MIRABAI HOLLAND
At 10 a.m. on the lawn of the 
Bayfront Park Recreation Cen-
ter, 4052 Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
Class led by Mirabai Holland. 
Class is $10 for members and 
$15 for nonmembers. Sign up 
online at FabulousForever.com. 

For information, email Mirabai@
MovingFree.com, or call 201-
956-1466.

TUESDAYS
QI GONG
From 10-11 a.m. at The Paradise 
Center, 546 Bay Isles Road. 
Qi Gong is a mind-body-spirit 
practice designed to improve 
mental and physical health. 
Class is outdoors. Cost is $10. 
Walk-ins welcome. For informa-
tion call 383-6493.

MAHJONG
From 1-3 p.m. at The Paradise 
Center, 546 Bay Isles Road. 
Beginning or intermediate play-
ers. Held indoors or outdoors, 
weather permitting. Face masks 
required indoors. RSVP to 
check availability and/or be put 
on a wait list: MaryAnnBrady@
TheParadiseCenter.org or 383-
6493.

SWEET AND SPIRITED YOGA
From 9-10 a.m. at the Longboat 
Key Education Center, 5370 
Gulf of Mexico Drive, Suite 212. 
Members $88; nonmembers, 
$104, or pay as you go. Call 
383-8811, email info@LBKE-
ducationCenter.org, or visit 
LBKEducationCenter.org.

THURSDAYS
ZUMBA AND MAT PILATES 
FOR SENIORS
From 10-11 a.m. at The Paradise 
Center, 546 Bay Isles Road. 
The class, designed for active 
seniors, starts with Zumba and 
shifts to all-level mat Pilates at 
10:30 a.m. Class is outdoors. 
Cost is $10. Walk-ins welcome. 
For information call 383-6493.

IPHONE & IPAD: 
‘BEYOND’ BASICS PLUS
From 1-3 p.m. with the Long-
boat Key Education Center. 
Zoom only. Four sessions. Mem-
bers $100, nonmembers $110. 
For information call 383-8811, 
email info@LBKEducationCen-
ter.org, or visit LBKEducation-
Center.org.

FRIDAYS
YOGA AND MEDITATION
From 10-11 a.m. at The Paradise 
Center, 546 Bay Isles Road. 
Class is outdoors. Walk-ins 
welcome. Cost is $10 for non-
members, free for members. 
Walk-ins welcome. For informa-
tion, call 383-6493.

DON’T MISS
FRIDAY, APRIL 9 
AND SATURDAY, 
APRIL 10
BLOOD DRIVE
From 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Friday and 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, donate 
blood at Longboat 
Island Chapel, 
6200 GMD. Donors 
will receive a $10 
Publix gift card and 
a 10% off coupon 
for the Lord’s 
Warehouse. There 
will also be a food 
drive. Email vbutz@
hotmail.com for 
details.



YourObserver.com LONGBOAT OBSERVER   |   THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021               5B

The Orchid Beach Club

Quite Simply The Best Gulf Front Community in Sarasota 

@

Sylvia Babineau   941/504.0551   
  sylviababineau  gmail.com  My Realty Company  Snufes

Sushi

3 bedrooms, 3.5baths, Family room, 3,242 Sf

 727 sf lanai with gas barbecue

Located at the Quiet Tip of Lido Key

Stunning Luxury Residence in a Gated Community 

Garage Parking for 2 vehicles side-by-side 

Fabulous Amenities: 24/7 security, concierge 

State-of-the-art fitness center, Massage room, steam room & sauna

Social room and dining room/board room

Fenced, beautifully landscaped dog walk, 2 pets allowed

$2,195,000

Library, game room, catering kitchen

Gulf front heated pool & spa 

355305-1
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THE TIDEWELL FAMILY OF COMPANIES

O P T I M I SM
/ op • tuh • miz • uhm / noun

feeling nostalgic about the future 

N A M E

R E L A T I O N S H I P

Q U O T E After my mom died, I wanted to  

give back. I see goodness and hope as 

the kids heal from their loss.

Blue Butterfly Volunteer

Arturo “Tito” Santos

O U R  C O L L E A G U E S  I N  C A R E

Volunteering at the Blue Butterfly Family Grief Center, Arturo is 
known for his genuine nature, and admits he learns more from the 
kids than he can ever teach them.

By starting with relationships, the Tidewell Foundation is redefining  
care. It’s how the Tidewell family has done it for 40 years.

Brighten lives today 
CareRedefined.org
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ASHTON
Digital Program 6

23 -27 April

TICKETS $35
941.359.0099
SARASOTABALLET.ORG

Media Sponsor
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These odd ducks hiss instead 
of quack, have clawed feet 
(which allow them to move 

easily on land, as well as roost and 
nest in trees) and have distinctive 
lumpy red patches of skin on their 
faces. Muscovy ducks originated 
from a wild, tropical duck spe-
cies, native to Central and South 
America, and are the only domes-
ticated duck not derived from the 
wild mallard.

Muscovies were intentionally 
introduced into the U.S. in the 
mid-1960s to “enhance aesthet-
ics” of urban parks. These large 
ducks are also popular farm ani-
mals (for their eggs and as food) 
and sometimes escape or are 
released illegally. 

The distinctive red lumps on 
Muscovy faces are called carun-
cles. They are fleshy outgrowths 
on bird faces, often used by males 
to attract mates. Muscovy carun-
cles might indeed serve this pur-
pose; females have smaller patch-
es than males. Their caruncles, 
however, also contain oil glands. 
And by rubbing the oil released 
from the caruncles over their 
feathers during preening, they 
clean and waterproof them.

Although they’re excellent 
at pest control — because they 
consume insects (including mos-
quitoes) at every stage of life — 

Muscovy ducks are considered 
an invasive species. They threat-
en native species by hybridizing 
and competing with them for 
food and nesting space. If they 
become accustomed to being fed 
by humans, they can become a 
nuisance, begging for food. By 
never feeding Muscovy ducks, we 
can encourage them to move on.

— MIRI HARDY, 
SAVE OUR SEABIRDS

BIRD OF THE WEEK
A closer look at the feathered friends with which we share Longboat.  

Muscovy duck

Save our Seabirds is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to rescue, rehabilitate 
and release sick and injured wild birds. Follow@SaveOurSeabirds to learn more.

Miri Hardy

The 
distinctive 
red lumps 
on Muscovy 
faces are 
called 
caruncles.
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Bruce@BruceMyer.com
www.BruceMyer.com

Follow us at www.brucemyerblog.com

941.387.1847

 Bruce MyerRealtor ®
595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250

 LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

MORE LISTINGS COMING SOON!

Wondering where to start your home search?
Go to the Source!  

CALL BRUCE MYER  941.387.1847

IN 2021 OVER $57 MILLION IN SOLD & PENDING SALES

Just Listed!Just Listed!

L’AMBIANCE
435 L’Ambiance Dr., #K506

Longboat Key, FL
Your ultimate beachfront resort lifestyle 
in L’Ambiance!  Style and taste combine 
to create a beautiful showplace where a 
stunning panorama of the finest views 

on the Suncoast serves as your backdrop. 
Spanning the sparkling Gulf of Mexico, 
the azure Sarasota Bay, gorgeous golf 

course greens and the vibrant skyline of 
downtown, the vistas can be experienced 
from the open balconies and most rooms 

through dramatic walls of glass.

2BR/3.5BA  •  2,820 SF
$2,895,000  

435lambiancek506.com

35
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The Silverstein Institute
Joins

First Physicians Group

First Physicians Group is delighted to announce the addition of  

The Silverstein Institute to our award-winning healthcare system.

Since 1979, the Silverstein Institute has set the Sarasota standard  

for care of conditions affecting the ears, nose and throat, with  

more than 50 medical specialists employing their expertise to  

relieve patients of complicated concerns ranging from hearing  

loss and sinus issues to vertigo and allergies. 

As part of First Physicians Group, the dedicated professionals of  

The Silverstein Institute will continue providing the same services  

and level of care that patients have come to expect and rely on, 

but now with the backing of the entire Sarasota Memorial Health 

Care System and its quest to provide comprehensive and seamless 

healthcare to our community.

Still the same great providers  
at the same four locations:

First Physicians Group 
Silverstein Institute at Floyd Street 

1901 Floyd St. 
Sarasota, FL 34239

First Physicians Group 
Silverstein Institute at Blackburn Point 

929 S. Tamiami Trail, Ste. 205 
Osprey, FL 34229

First Physicians Group 
Silverstein Institute at Lakewood Ranch 

8433 Enterprise Circle, Ste. 150 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

First Physicians Group 
Silverstein Institute at Longboat Key 

546 Bay Isles Rd. 
Longboat Key, FL 34228

For appointments,  
please call (941) 366-9222.
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Beginning to End Interiors & Blinds
941.924.4481  |  www.B2END.com  |  4453 Ashton Road, Unit C Sarasota, FL 34233

With Hunter Douglas 
window fashions, 
the possibilities are endless.

Alan Gravley & BeauStan Writesel & Baylee

35
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We are the Hunter 
Douglas experts, 

guiding you in the 
selections that’ll 

make your home 
even more beautiful - 

whatever your style.

THE PROCESS IS EASY!

Step 1: Order Your
Test - Guaranteed shipment 
within 24 hours.

Step 2: Collect Your 
Sample - Quick and easy nasal 
swab guarantees 99% accurate 
results within 20 minutes.

Step 3: Get Confidential 
Results - Easy to read Positive 
or Negative Results.

At home COVID-19 test:
Fast & Reliable
Determine if you have COVID in 20 minutes or less...

Order Now at BFFCOVIDTest.com
Registered with the FDA.

35
56

59
-1

Rotarians host Walk for Water

Courtesy photo

Rotary Club of Longboat Key members at their final stop on the walk.

A 
group of Longboat Key residents went out for a stroll March 27 but 
had something more in mind than exercise.

About 10 members of the Rotary Club of Longboat Key set out 
for Walk for Water to raise funds for a sustainable water system in a 

community in Peru. They began at All Angels Episcopal Church, where 
they held meetings before moving to Zoom during the pandemic.

The club joined the Lakewood Ranch Rotary Club’s efforts because 
the organizations are in the same district. The Lakewood Ranch club 
coordinates the local rotary district’s efforts in WASH, the water, sani-
tation and hygiene initiative led by Rotary International.

Participants were encouraged to donate whatever they felt comfort-
able contributing. In total, the Longboat Key contingent raised $1,200 
for a system that will provide clean water to 3,600 residents.

– MICHAEL JORDAN
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Whether you are Buying or Selling, 

REID MURPHY
WILL LEAD YOU TO A SUCCESSFUL 

REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE!
Photo taken by Reid Murphy

www.ReidMurphy.com
Developers Realty Inc. 
Lic. Real Estate Broker

595 Bay Isles Road 
Longboat Key, FL 34228

CALL REID TODAY!  |  941.232.3304  |  www.ReidMurphy.com

LONGBOAT KEY EXQUISITE BAYFRONT ESTATE $7,800,000
Casually elegant behind private gates. Stunning features & panoramic views. One of the finest 
properties on Florida’s west coast! 75’ heated pool on 600’ of frontage deep bay water w/3 boat 
slips, guest house & 8 car garage.
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LONGBOAT KEY CUSTOM KEY WEST STYLE HOME  SOLD $6,850,000
Exceptional Bayfront custom Key West style 4 bedroom home. Spectacular views. Bayside pool. 
Roof top viewing area. Boat dock. The best!

 SOLD

SARASOTA HARBOR ACRES  SOLD $3,350,000
4/5BR Home w/panoramic Bay views from rooftop deck. Superior details plus expansive cook’s 
kitchen, pool & outdoor kitchen. Prestigious location.

BIRD KEY BOATERS PARADISE $5,500,000
Beautiful Bird Key custom home. 4BD/4BA +nursery/office w/master.  Many upgrades inside and 
out  100ft Sarasota Bay frontage w/ bay front infinity pool. Deep water slip w/new dock, large lift 
& 2 jet ski lifts. Four car garage.

ST. ARMANDS VAN BUREN $2,945,000
Stunning 3 Level Coastal Home features 5BD/4.5BA - including 
a Huge Master Bedroom with En Suite Bathroom - w/3 Living 
Spaces. Multiple Balconies & Patios, private heated pool & spa.
Landscaped & fenced for privacy.

LIDO KEY GRANT   SOLD $3,550,00
Perfectly located 3 Level Coastal Home 5/BD 6/BA beautiful 
Views. Walk to everything: 2 minute walk to beach 10 minute 
stroll to St. Armand’s Circle. Multiple balconies give perfect sun, 
shade & fabulous views.

LIDO KEY POLK $3,875,000
Close to everything! 3 Level Coastal Home w/Gulf & city views 
from 20’x20’ roof top deck w/elevator & stair chair service. 5/
BD 6/BA all w/en-suite private baths. Impressive pool area w/ 
eleveatd spa and rock waterfall. One block to beach.

LBK PRIVATE GULFFRONT ESTATE $4,995,000
4BR/5BA. Magnificent 4BR/5BA w/ private walk to gorgeous 
Gulf beach. Dramatic views from multiple porches. 4 car garage. 
Walking distance to shops. AMAZING VALUE!

LIDO KEY JACKSON $3,315,000
Gorgeous 3 level Coastal Home w/ elevator 6/BD - 5w/en-suite 
baths. Balcony off the Master + shared balcony on 3rd level. 3 
minute bike ride to beach 3 minute walk to St. Armand’s Circle. 
Private heated pool w/covered gaming area & bar. 2 car garage.

SUPERB LOCATION $1,395,000
3BR/4BA Open plan w/ground floor master suite. 
Deeded boat dock w/direct Bay access. Inviting pool in lush 
privacy. 
Across from the beach.

 SOLD

 SOLD

 PENDING
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Michael Saunders & Com pa ny
Licensed Real Estate Broker

St. Armands Circle, Sarasota, FL (941) 388-4447 Ambassador’s Circle

BOBBIE BANAN, REALTORBOBBIE BANAN, REALTOR®®

356-2659 | www.bobbiebanan@michaelsaunders.com

PROUD CONTRIBUTOR  
TO THE MSC FOUNDATION  

AND MEMBER OF  
THE MSC FOUNDATION 

ADVISORY COUNCIL
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EXPERIENCED & KNOWLEDGEABLE.  
Call Bobbie to sell your 

Longboat Key or Sarasota property.

Work with JoDene

3174 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228 | 941.383.7591 | michaelsaunders.com

941.302.4913
LongboatKeyLiving.com

JoDene Moneuse 
Realtor®, Certified Staging Agent

#1 individual agent  
in units sold for the  

Mid-Longboat Key office 
31-year Longboat Key resident

Michael Saunders & 
Company’s “Best of the Best” 

top performers

Five-Star customer service  
award-winner

Sarasota Magazine Rising Star 
Real estate Agent

348983-1
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CathyMeldahl@michaelsaunders.com

• Consistent top producer on Longboat Key
• In-depth knowledge of the real estate market
• Active in our community with 
 Longbeach Village Association
 Longboat Key Historical Society
 Longboat Key Chamber of Commerce
 Longboat Key Garden Club

Living and Working on Longboat Key for 40 Years
Cathy C. Meldahl, P.A. Cathy C. Meldahl, P.A. Your Longboat Key Community RealtorYour Longboat Key Community Realtor

65 Lighthouse Point Drive  | Gated Community
A4438181 | 4,933sf  | 4BR ‘ Bay Front  | $3,510,000

www.SARASOTASfinestPROPERTIES.com440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, Florida 

www.35LighthousePointDrive.com | Gated Community
A4477572 | 4,430sf | 4BR | Bay Front | $3,300,000
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www.845LongboatClubRoad.com | Regent Court
A4440615 | 19,300SF | 140’ on the Gulf | $16,500,000

845 Longboat Club Road  
19,300 SF | A4440615 | $19,750,000

Water Club #401
3,400 SF  | A4421764 | $2,575,000

65 Lighthouse Point Drive
4,933 SF | A4438181 | $3,795,000

501 Halyard Lane  
2,340 SF | A4448464 | $1,995,000

EXTRAORDINARY properties
  UNRIVALED expertise
 EXCEPTIONAL results

MichaelMoulton@michaelsaunders.com

Certified Residential Specialist  
Broker-Associate

941.928.3559

SARASOTASfinestPROPERTIES.com440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, Florida 

845 Longboat Club Road  
19,300 SF | A4440615 | $19,750,000

Water Club #401
3,400 SF  | A4421764 | $2,575,000

65 Lighthouse Point Drive
4,933 SF | A4438181 | $3,795,000

501 Halyard Lane  
2,340 SF | A4448464 | $1,995,000

EXTRAORDINARY properties
  UNRIVALED expertise
 EXCEPTIONAL results

MichaelMoulton@michaelsaunders.com

Certified Residential Specialist  
Broker-Associate

941.928.3559

SARASOTASfinestPROPERTIES.com440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, Florida 

SOLD

www.1212WestwayDrive.com | Lido Shores
A4482176 | 4,627sf | 5BR | $3,800,000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

 Longboat Key • Anna Maria Island • Sarasota 
Lakewood Ranch • East & West Bradenton 

www.WagnerRealty.com

Call today for a no-obligation, no-cost market analysis!
Home values are up. Inventory is low...it’s a seller’s market. 

Get the most trusted source of local market conditions from 
your local area real estate professionals at Wagner Realty.   

Consider Selling Your Property In This Robust Market

Now is a GREAT 
time to SELL!

WHY?
Our sellers are receiving 
multiple offers and top dollar!

Call our experts 
at Wagner Realty

941.383.5577Dia Wilson    Rae Ellen Hayo 
More than 35 years of combined experience 

Longboat Key Office • 5360 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Ste 101 • Longboat Key, FL 35
51
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www.personalizedestateliquidation.com | Facebook & Instagram – @pelsarasota

1520 N. Lime Avenue • Sarasota, FL 34237 | Hours: Wed - Sat, 10am - 4pm  
941.210.3149 for store merchandise

941.993.8757 for estate sales, donations and consignments

Personalized Estate Liquidation 
Benefiting Youth, Inc.
DONATE • CONSIGN • SHOP • VOLUNTEER

35
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PEL HAS DONATED OVER $225,400 TO COMMUNITY YOUTH IN NEED.PEL HAS DONATED OVER $225,400 TO COMMUNITY YOUTH IN NEED.

PET PICS
Have photos of your four-legged family members? We want to 
see them! Share them at YourObserver.com/contests/pet-pics to 
be published online and for a chance to see them in print!

WELCOME HOME: Cydnie of Country Club Shores poses on her first day home after 
being rescued by Janice Cook.
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THE BEACH RESIDENCES

Over $125 Million SOLD in 2020 | Over $70 Million SOLD Year-To-Date in 2021

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #304  $1,428,000
Elegant 3rd floor villa residence with captivating sunset glows. Open floor plan, well designed 2 
bedrooms/2 baths, spacious wrap-around terrace.
www.TheBeachResidences304.com  MLS A4493202

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #606  $2,675,000 
3 bedroom or 2 master bedrooms en-suite plus den residence, custom well designed, elegant details, 
features and displays stunning views of both the Gulf of Mexico and twinkling Sarasota skyline.
www.TheBeachResidences606.com MLS A4445110

50 Central Ave Penthouse 16 South $2,449,000
BEST DOWNTOWN VALUE! Upscale Penthouse in the Heart of the City with Forever Panoramic Wraparound Views of Sarasota Bay, City, and Mainland. AT THE FOOT OF MAIN STREET! Enjoy Eateries, Boutiques, and 
Art Galleries as soon as you step outside your residence! Like new 4,200 sq. ft. corner penthouse resides in the most luxurious building of Plaza at 5 Points.
www.PlazaAtFivePoints16G.com MLS A4454416

Coldwell Banker Realty
423 St. Armands Circle

Sarasota, FL 34236Website: www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com | Email: Kepecz@JudyHays.com

S E L L I N G  L O C A L  L U X U R Y
W I T H  G L O B A L  C O N N E C T I O N S

Steven KepeczJudy Kepecz-Hays 941.387.1825941.587.1700 $2.2 BILLION IN CAREER SALES
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PLAZA AT FIVE POINTS

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #804 $3,750,000
Rarely available phenomenal floor plan with both direct west beach/sunset views & bay-to-city east views, 3 bedrooms plus den or 4 bedrooms. 2 pets allowed, no weight limit. Available furnished.
www.TheBeachResidences804.com MLS A4493203
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Charles and Margery Barancik Foundation 

Beverly Bartner and Janice Zarro 

Deb Kabinoff                      

State Street Eating House + Cocktails 

Jim and Charlie Ann Syprett 

Take Care Private Duty Home Health Care 

Robert and Angelia Wood 

2021  SPONSORS
THANK YOU

SCIENTIST $10,000 

RESEARCHER $5,000 

Amicus Foundation

941.917.1286   |   smhf.org 
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4420 South Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
941.260.8905

www.shellysgiftandchristmasboutique.com
Monday - Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

National National 
Hug a Dog DayHug a Dog Day

April 10

351641-1

ENSEMBLENEWSRQ’S
EXPANDING MUSICAL UNIVERSE
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©2021 Wolf Development Strategies and Wolf Residential. All Rights Reserved.  Wolf Residential and Coldwell Banker operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. fully supports 
the principles of the fair housing act and the equal opportunity act. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. 
For correct representations, make reference to the documents required by section 718.503, Florida Statues, to be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee

SALES@THEDEMARCAY.COM    |    941.404.8858    |    SALES CENTER AT 32 S PALM AVE    |    THEDEMARCAY.COM

DOWNTOWN SARASOTA, FLORIDA LUXURY
BOUTIQUE RESIDENCES WITH ONLY 3 + 4 HOMES PER FLOOR

Tucked amongst the most coveted galleries, restaurants, shops, theaters and the marina, The DeMarcay 
offers a respite from the bustling downtown while remaining the most walkable condominiums in Sarasota.
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MARTY FUGATE
CONTRIBUTOR

“The present day composer 
refuses to die.”

— Edgard Varèse

S
amantha Bennett and 
George Nickson agree with 
Varèse. They’re the found-
ers and co-artistic direc-
tors of EnsemblenewSRQ, 
a Sarasota contemporary 
music collective.

They’ve been committed to 
fresh, new classical music since 
they founded the group in 2016. 
And it’s a commitment based on 
both knowledge and practice. 

Both are principal players in 
orchestras. Bennett is Sarasota 
Orchestra’s principal second 
violin; Nickson is the princi-
pal percussionist at the Dallas 
Symphony and also teaches 
percussion at Southern Method-
ist University. This pair draws on 
that experience in their Ensem-
blenewSRQ concerts, as well as 
their occasional concerts for the 
Sarasota Concert Association 
and New Music New College. 

They see themselves as musi-
cal ambassadors. They love their 
work, though it isn’t easy. The 
pandemic made it even harder. 
But it didn’t make them quit.

When most people imagine 
“classical music,” they 
imagine dead, white, male 
composers in powdered wigs. 
That’s the cliche association. 
But you prove them wrong.
Nickson: That’s what we’re 
here for. There is an incredible 

range of people writing fantastic 
music right now. The contempo-
rary musical universe is rich and 
amazingly diverse.
Bennett: We want our audi-
ences to explore the full scope of 
that expanding universe.

You play great music. 
“Easy listening,” it’s not. 
Your compositions can be 
dissonant or atonal — or from 
a non-Western musical scale. 
How do you draw audiences 
into that?
Nickson: Well, each concert 
is its own musical journey. We 
guide the audience along the 
way. In the same way a museum 
director curates an art exhibi-
tion, we curate the concert 
experience. We try to show 
the listeners the connections 
between different musical forms. 
What’s the starting point of the 
style, how it proliferated and 
cross-pollinated with other 
styles and how it connects to the 
composer’s culture.

You don’t throw the listener 
in the musical deep end.
Bennett: No. We try to share 
our excitement with what’s hap-
pening in the music world right 
now. That creates a real connec-
tion with audiences. This music 
isn’t remote or from the past, 
and that’s particularly important 
in the time of COVID. It speaks 
to what we’re living through in 
the 21st century.
Nickson: Exactly. We don’t 
have to fight to put ourselves in 
the point of view of an 18th-
century composer. Collectively, 

we have all lived through the 
same experience. 

What’s a short list of 
contemporary composers 
you love?
Nickson: That’s constantly 
changing, but people we per-
formed recently include Nico 
Muhly, Eric Wubbels, Jessica 
Meyer and Elizabeth A. Baker.
Bennett: I’d also like to mention 
Kevin Day, Quinn Mason and 
Andreia Pinto Correia — she’s a 

fantastic Portuguese composer. 
Their works have become part of 
our repertoire.

How has the pandemic 
affected your commitment?
Nickson: It prompted us to offer 
streaming concerts. We origi-
nally thought we could return to 
live performances this spring, 
but it’s just not feasible.
Bennett: But it also opens up 
new possibilities. When we 
planned this season, we had to 
cut down the repertoire to what 
we could fit on stage. That forced 
us to leave out a lot of great com-
positions. Going virtual allows 
us to put them back in.

Your streaming concerts are 
free. Why?
Bennett: We wanted to keep our 
music accessible during the pan-
demic. Everyone’s so much more 
isolated now. People are starved 

for artistic experiences. We made 
sure we could reach them.

Has streaming content 
expanded your base?
Nickson: Yes, it has. People 
from outside Sarasota — people 
from all over the country and the 
world can now see our concerts. 
Going virtual has increased both 
the geographical and demo-
graphic range.
Bennett: We’re also drawing in 
lot more young people. That’s 
something we’ve always wanted.

Your commitment to diver-
sity extends to composers as 
well. You’re using the pan-
demic to highlight work by 
composers who are female, 
LGBTQ and people of color.
Bennett: Absolutely. These 
composers have been histori-
cally underrepresented. We’ve 
always championed a very 
diverse group of composers. 
That’s been part of our mission 
since day one. But in light of the 
social issues of our time, we’re 
reexamining our work to see if 
we can be even better.

Your ‘Sun Colors’ streaming 
concert is coming April 
19. What’s one great 
composition?
Bennett: They’re all great. But 
if I have to stick with one, I’ll 
go with “Darshan,” by Reena 
Esmail, an Indian American 
composer. She composed this 
amazing work for solo violin-
ist, and I’m super excited to get 
to play it. It’s based on “Raag 
Charukeshi,” a melodious raag 
centering on a particular scale 
from Hindustani classical music. 
It’s a very different experience, 
and I think audiences will be 
transported.

The co-founders of the contemporary music group 
continue to redefine perceptions of new music.

Courtesy photos by Matthew Holler

Samantha Bennett and George Nickson, founders of ensemblenewSRQ

IF YOU GO

‘SUN COLORS’
When: 8 p.m. beginning 
April 19
Where: Virtual
Cost: Free
Info: Visit enSRQ.org.
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LONGBOAT KEY
500 Harbor Point Road
Jenifer Schwell
941-780-0968 A4491328  $5,595,000

LONGBOAT KEY
531 Harbor Cay Drive
Maureen Horn
941-539-3384 A4494952  $3,800,000

SARASOTA
1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive 1208
Susan Fox & Jonathan Fox, PA
941-544-6648 A4492990  $3,900,000

LIDO KEY
1435 Westway Drive
Barbara May
941-312-1302 A4489845  $7,700,000

SARASOTA
The Ritz-Carlton Tower Residences, 1101
Joan Dickinson & Beth Afflebach
941-914-0496 A4458742  $3,650,000

SARASOTA
990 Blvd Of The Arts 1403
Kim Ogilvie
941-376-1717 A4449930  $2,795,000

LONGBOAT KEY
5372 Sandhamn Place
Richard Perlman
941-228-8580 A4458496  $3,700,000

LONGBOAT KEY
1511 Gulf Of Mexico Drive 202
Carol Aviles
941-356-6777 A4481414  $3,075,000

LONGBOAT KEY
3240 Gulf Of Mexico Drive 602
Michael Moulton
941-928-3559 A4484014  $649,000

LONGBOAT KEY
225 Sands Point Road 6206
Ian Addy, PA & E. Gail Wittig
941-961-8850 A4495346  $630,000

BRADENTON
10 Tidy Island Boulevard
Kathy Marshall
941-900-9777 A4491987  $575,000

LONGBOAT KEY
600 Sutton Place 205
Terri Derr & Rita Holbrook
941-356-6694 A4493723  $539,500

LONGBOAT KEY
3240 Gulf Of Mexico Drive B305
Terri Derr & Rita Holbrook
941-356-6694 A4485219  $499,750

LONGBOAT KEY
4960 Gulf Of Mexico Drive PH2
Bobbie Banan
941-356-2659 A4493763  $445,000

BRADENTON
4015 Hawk Island Drive
Jenifer Schwell
941-780-0968 A4495224  $1,950,000

LONGBOAT KEY
3010 Grand Bay Boulevard 482
Michael Nink & Sandi Layfield
941-914-2805 A4495388  $1,295,000

ANNA MARIA ISLAND
6700 Gulf Drive 15
Lindsay Nock
941-735-7005 A4492778  $1,150,000

SARASOTA
707 S Gulfstream Avenue 205
Marci Mcfarland
941-961-3390 A4488641  $795,000

LONGBOAT KEY
680 Fox Street
Cindy Fischer
941-465-1124 A4488139  $795,000

BRADENTON
73 Tidy Island Boulevard
Kathy Valente & Gregory Zies, LLC
941-685-6767 A4477926  $650,000

SARASOTA
435 S Gulfstream Avenue 907
Pamela Wall & Gladys Carrasco
941-504-5019 A4488260  $329,000

LONGBOAT KEY
3155 Gulf Of Mexico Drive 253
Susan Mitchell
941-780-5085 A4490518  $325,000

LONGBOAT KEY
729 Saint Judes Drive S 2
Cathy Meldahl
941-724-7228 A4488291  $319,000

SARASOTA
1064 N Tamiami Trail 1404
Linda Thompson
941-400-0805 A4484752  $275,500

NORTH FORT MYERS
3460 N Key Drive 218
Ray Rausa
941-228-7614 A4493260  $249,000

LONGBOAT KEY
571 Saint Judes Drive 8
Barbara Dumbaugh & Victoria Lear
941-951-6660 A4480695  $205,000

LONGBOAT KEY
4350 Chatham Drive E307
Malihe Karimi
941-376-5099 A4495703  $444,000

LONGBOAT KEY
4320 Falmouth Drive B102
Malihe Karimi
941-376-5099 A4494621  $440,000

LONGBOAT KEY
6572 Gulfside Road
Robert Dardas
941-376-7591 A4495612  $440,000

LONGBOAT KEY
4390 Exeter Drive I-101
Maruta Miluns
941-374-9702 A4495523  $429,000

BRADENTON
1210 Riverscape Street 1210
Mark Boehmig & Noel Morton
941-807-6936 A4495859  $384,000

LONGBOAT KEY
621 Spanish Drive N
Cecile Coutret & John Coutret
941-735-4444 A4492593  $370,000

LOCALLY KNOWN. GLOBALLY CONNECTED. SINCE 1976.

MSC MORTGAGE | MSC TITLE | MS&C COMMERCIAL 
NEW HOMES & CONDOMINIUMS

888.552.5228 | MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM
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Prices as of February 2021. Licensed Real Estate Broker

In with the new

WWW.MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM/NEW-HOMES | 844.591.4333 | SARASOTA, FLORIDA

Sales galleries open and available for virtual or in-person presentations.
Virtual home tours | OnDemand local experts | Interactive site and floorplans

Palma Sola Bay Club | 941.216.7436
From the high $300,000s
PalmaSolaBayClub.com

NOW SELLING NEW PHASE

Northwest Bradenton

Risdon on 5th | 941.365.1414
From the high $300,000s
RisdonOn5th.com

MOVE-IN READY

Downtown Sarasota

The Residences at the St. Regis | 941.213.3300
From the $2,000,000’s
Call for appointment. SRResidencesLongboatKey.com

Longboat Key

SALES GALLERY OPEN

Riverside Point | 941.201.8505
Home sites from $229,900 | Homes from the low $600,000s 
RiversidePointFlorida.com

WATERFRONT HOMES & HOMESITES

Bradenton Riverfront

BAY ISLES
John and Patricia Stitzel, of 
Nashville, Tennessee, sold their 
home at 3571 Bayou Circle to 
Francis Howard Jr. and Francis 
Howard III and Kathryn How-
ard, of Venetia, Pennsylvania, 
for $2.8 million. Built in 1985, it 
has four bedrooms, four baths, a 
pool and 4,278 square feet of liv-
ing area. It sold for $1.45 million 
in 2017.

Thomas and Margaret Baron sold 
their home at 3330 Bayou Sound 
to Michael and Katrina Spies 
for $995,000. Built in 1979, it 
has four bedrooms, three-and-
a-half baths, a pool and 3,396 
square feet of living area. It sold 
for $885,000 in 2006.

VIZCAYA AT LONGBOAT KEY
J. Wesley and Barbara Compton, 
of Longboat Key, sold their Unit 
1B3 condominium at 2333 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive to John Blake and 
Mary Blake, trustees, of Long-
boat Key, for $2.75 million. Built 
in 1997, it has two bedrooms, 
two-and-a-half baths and 2,961 
square feet of living area. It sold 
for $2.15 million 2014.

LONGBEACH
Patricia and Edward Zunz, of 
Longboat Key, sold their home 
at 677 Lands End Drive to Shelby 
Oakley and Pamela Oakley, 
trustees, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, for 

$1.66 million. Built in 1989, it has 
three bedrooms, two baths and 
3,433 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $402,500 in 1995.

SANCTUARY AT 
LONGBOAT KEY CLUB
Anndon Holdings Inc. sold the 
Unit B-205 condominium at 565 
Sanctuary Drive to Victor Keen 
and Jeanne Ruddy, of Philadel-
phia, for $1.65 million. Built in 
1989, it has three bedrooms, 
two-and-a-half baths and 2,580 
square feet of living area. It sold 
for $415,000 in 1990.

Judy Gail Tobias, trustee, sold 
the Unit B-402 condominium 
at 585 Sanctuary Drive to Fifth 
Third Bank, trustee, for $1.3 mil-
lion. Built in 1990, it has three 
bedrooms, two-and-a-half 
baths and 1,823 square feet of 
living area. It sold for $952,500 
in 2015.

QUEENS HARBOUR
Thomas and Sally Sappenfield, 
of Orland Park, Illinois, sold 
their home at 3527 Fair Oaks 
Lane to Joseph Contorno and 
Elaine Linker, of Longboat Key, 
for $1.4 million. Built in 1994, it 
has four bedrooms, four baths, 
a pool and 4,154 square feet of 
living area. It sold for $1,225,000 
in 2013.

TARAWITT DRIVE
Thomas Pituch and Cynthia 
Barnes, trustees, of Cumberland 
Foreside, Maine, sold the home 
at 853 Tarawitt Drive to 853 

Bird Key home 
sells for $3.5 million
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ADAM HUGHES
RESEARCH EDITOR

A home on Bird Key 
tops all transactions 
in this week’s real 

estate. Erik Abrahamson, of 
Clearwater, sold his home at 
111 N. Warbler Lane to Kevin 
and Karen Lucey, of Sarasota, 
for $3.5 million. Built in 1976, 
it has four bedrooms, three 
baths, a pool and 3,251 square 
feet of living area. It sold for 
$1.88 million in 2019.

Tarawitt LLC for $1.33 million. 
Built in 1961, it has four bed-
rooms, three baths, a pool and 
2,882 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $700,000 in 2004.

HARBOUR COURT
Nicholas and Lynne Giordano, of 
Longboat Key, sold their home at 
2202 Harbour Court Drive to Judy 
Gail Tobias, trustee, of Long-
boat Key, for $1.3 million. Built 
in 1988, it has four bedrooms, 
two-and-a-half baths and 2,462 
square feet of living area. It sold 
for $905,000 in 2014.

SUNSET BEACH
Rubens Brothers Real Estate LLC 
sold the Unit 3405 condominium 
at 2105 Gulf of Mexico Drive to 

Mark and Lynda Arrimour, of 
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsyl-
vania, for $1.27 million. Built in 
1984, it has three bedrooms, two 
baths and 1,837 square feet of 
living area. It sold for $485,000 
in 1995.

BIRD KEY
MRP Properties Sarasota LLC 
sold the home at 600 Wild 
Turkey Lane to Diane Suner, of 
Sarasota, for $965,000. Built in 
1971, it has three bedrooms, two 
baths, a pool and 2,044 square 
feet of living area. It sold for 
$750,000 in 2019.

WINDING OAKS
John Schaye sold his Unit 25 
condominium at 3449 Winding 
Oaks Drive to Christina Landry, 
of Longboat Key, for $855,000. 
Built in 1988, it has three bed-
rooms, three baths, a pool and 
2,555 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $435,000 in 1997.

BEACHPLACE
Arthur Grant Jr., trustee, of 
Newport, Rhode Island, sold 
the Unit 301 condo at 1145 Gulf 
of Mexico Drive to Timothy and 
Wanda Holcomb, of Cincinnati, 
for $835,000. Built in 1980, it has 
two bedrooms, two baths and 
1,172 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $465,000 in 2000.

RESIDENTIAL REAL 
ESTATE TRANSACTIONS 
MARCH 22 - 26

L O N G B OAT  K E Y

ADDRESS	    PERMIT	   APPLICANT	  AMOUNT
5910 GMD	 New single 	 Clare Marie Fox	 $750,250

	 family residence

435 L’Ambiance Drive #J703	 Interior alterations	 Janet Hoyl	 $685,000

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A501	 Interior alterations	 Michael Brookshire	 $654,573

535 Sanctuary Drive #C307	 Interior alterations	 Donald K. Burchett	 $381,528

2425 GMD #6C	 Interior alterations	 Zuluaga Family	 $302,355

		  Revocable Trust

1925 GMD #201	 Interior alterations	 Kirk Charles Baker	 $292,964

3030 Grand Bay Blvd. #324	 Interior alterations	 Herman W. Herring Jr. 	 $143,000

660 Emerald Harbor Drive	 Pool	 Chris and Kristin Wood	 $96,850

3070 Grand Bay Blvd. #645	 Interior alterations	 Andrew H. Deuble	 $90,000

3710 GMD #C20	 Interior alterations	 Dexter Daniel	 $77,506

3542 Mistletoe Lane	 Canopy	 Christopher W. & Pattia	 $63,309

604 Rountree Drive	 Seawall	 Karen & Andrew Kober	 $58,171

601 Putting Green	 New roof	 Satish Maripuri	 $58,000

		  Revocable Trust

TOP BUILDING PERMITS
These are the largest building permits issued by the Longboat Key Planning and Zoning 
Department for the week of March 26-April 1 in order of dollar amounts. 

Source: Town of Longboat Key

Eric Garwood

The Bird Key home at 111 N. Warbler Lane backs up to water and offers 
four bedrooms, three baths, a pool and more than 3,200 square feet of 
living area.

SEE REAL ESTATE, PAGE 16B
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8171 Blaikie Ct. Sarasota, Florida 34240

 
941.379.6333

SCHOOL ENDS. HUNGER BEGINS.

Give today at allfaithsfoodbank.org

Due to COVID-19, even more children in our 
community are at risk of summer hunger. 
You can help us keep them full until fall. 

$ for $ Match April 1 - May 15

Thank You to Our Lead Investors Media Partner

  
8171 Blaikie Ct. Sarasota, Florida 34240

 
941.379.6333

SCHOOL ENDS. HUNGER BEGINS.

Give today at allfaithsfoodbank.org

Due to COVID-19, even more children in our 
community are at risk of summer hunger. 
You can help us keep them full until fall. 

$ for $ Match April 1 - May 15

Thank You to Our Lead Investors Media Partner

 Your donations support the grants 

and scholarships that help maintain the

environment and natural beauty of Longboat

Key and the Florida coastline. Varying donation

levels give you access to the Taste of the Keys

videos, recipes, prizes, merchandise and more!

Taste of the Keys

B r i n g  t h e  T a s t e  o f  t h e  K e y s
t o  y o u r  k i t c h e n  &  p r e s e r v e  t h e

b e a u t y  o f  L o n g b o a t  K e y !  

THE  LONGBOAT KEY GARDEN CLUB

INVITES YOU TO THE 10TH ANNUAL

TO LEARN MORE AND JOIN THE FUN, 
VISIT TASTEOFTHEKEYS.ORG/DONATE 

 THIS YEAR, LOCAL RESTAURANTS SHARE THEIR

SIGNATURE DISHES WITH YOU… VIRTUALLY.
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LONGBOAT COVE
Ann Doremus, of Little Silver, 
New Jersey, sold the Unit 402 
condominium at 5461 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive to NB Sunset LLC 
for $720,000. Built in 1980, it 
has three bedrooms, two baths 
and 1,516 square feet of living 
area. It sold for $240,000 in 1987.

BAYPORT BEACH 
AND TENNIS CLUB
Clay and Mary Hodges, of 
Longboat Key, sold their Unit 
731 condominium at 731 Bayport 
Way to Andrew Kemper and 
Catherine Wheeler, of Wellesley, 
Massachusetts, for $690,000. 
Built in 1983, it has two bed-
rooms, two baths and 1,456 
square feet of living area. It sold 
for $415,000 in 2012.

ISLANDER CLUB 
OF LONGBOAT
Peter and Sherry Tracy, of Long-
boat Key, sold their Unit 32-S 
condominium at 2295 Gulf of 
Mexico Drive to Gary and Dana 
Marpoe, of Kernersville, North 
Carolina, for $685,000. Built in 
1970, it has two bedrooms, two 
baths and 1,235 square feet of 
living area. It sold for $258,000 
in 1999.

HARBOUR OAKS II
Elizabeth Cohen Hawes, per-
sonal representative, of Norwalk, 
Connecticut, sold the home 
at 2362 Harbour Oaks Drive to 
Peter and Susan Lanzavecchia, 
of Medford, New Jersey, for 
$625,000. Built in 1987, it has 
three bedrooms, two-and-a-half 
baths and 2,409 square feet of 

living area. It sold for $245,000 
in 1987.

LIDO REGENCY
David Heller, of Amityville, 
New York, sold his Unit 7-G 
condominium at 1700 Benjamin 
Franklin Drive to Jeffrey and Lori 
Charlton, of Fairfield, Con-
necticut, for $610,000. Built in 
1968, it has two bedrooms, two 
baths and 1,382 square feet of 
living area. It sold for $450,000 
in 2007.

GRAND BAY
Cynthia Hawkins Guarino, 
trustee, of Philadelphia, sold 
the Unit 535 condominium at 
3080 Grand Bay Blvd. to Wil-
liam Sweeney, of Sarasota, for 
$595,000. Built in 1996, it has 
two bedrooms, two baths and 
1,276 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $525,000 in 2012.

SPANISH MAIN YACHT CLUB
William Dinger Jr. and Ashley 
Tait-Dinger, of Oviedo, sold 
their Unit 173 condominium at 
887 Spanish Drive S. to David 
and Rebecca Crannell, of Labelle, 
for $597,500. Built in 1968, it has 
two bedrooms, two baths and 
1,149 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $435,000 in 2016.

LIDO BEACH CLUB
Martha Grinberg, trustee, of 
Sarasota, sold the Unit 608 
condominium at 1212 Benja-
min Franklin Drive to Fabio and 
Rose Arellano, of Sarasota, for 
$580,000. Built in 1974, it has 
two bedrooms, two baths and 
1,421 square feet of living area. It 
sold for $70,000 in 1978.

Real estate
FROM PAGE 15B
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS	
1 Sprinkler sites
6 One may be incandescent
10 Text format letters
13 Strong criticism
17 Earth Day’s month
18 Pirates’ sea in movies
20 Echo voice
21 Mexican dip in Manila?
23 Report on
24 Look after a pet, say
25 Knobs
26 Venomous porcupine’s 
defense?
28 Where paradise was lost
30 Chinese menu general
31 Country lodging

32 Series of concerts
33 Cold, as a look or a brook
35 “It’s of no ___ me”
38 Smallest possible 
amount
41 Guthrie at Woodstock
43 Weed chemical, for short
44 Beehive State native
45 Starts feeling fatigued
47 Heineken alternatives, 
informally
50 Curved path
52 Gravelly sound
54 Tiffany fixture
55 One particle in alignment 
with another?
58 Streetcar

60 Historical period
61 Stage sister of Masha 
and Irina
62 Hide’s counterpart, in 
a game
64 Missions, briefly
65 Come out on top
66 Charming old color as-
sortment?
70 Resistance measure
73 Big ___, California
74 Pop star nickname hid-
den in “Missouri River”
75 Marsh plant
76 Kool ___ Dee (hip-hop 
pioneer)
77 As of right now

81 Factory that makes noisy 
toy ducks?
85 Instrument that tunes an 
orchestra
86 Opera star
88 Sister with a habit
89 Shows the ropes to
90 Under siege
92 Mafia
93 Part of a gym set
95 Australian greeting
96 Senator Warnock
98 Gulf ship
100 Wager
101 Select the best of
102 Invader of Gaul
103 Santa ___ winds

105 Smoke with a pen
109 Airplane flyers who have 
misgivings?
113 Decrees
115 ___ de los Muertos
116 Not trendy
117 “Behave,” or a theme hint
120 Agenda components
121 Komodo dragon’s country
122 Prize highly
123 The Terra-cotta Army 
guards one
124 Rooibos or oolong
125 Largest of Canada’s First 
Nations
126 Dueling swords 

DOWN
1 Moment of forgetfulness
2 Part of a ladybug’s lunch
3 Compose a letter
4 Zero, in soccer
5 Went downhill, perhaps
6 Help for a struggling bank
7 Huge coffee containers
8 Tell a tall tale
9 Place for grilling
10 Escort from the door
11 Einstein’s “m”
12 Most stuck-up
13 Some grain-grinding 
facilities
14 Strauss of denim
15 Skating jump
16 Marx or Malden
18 Books reviewers, briefly
19 Good, in Italian
20 Find not guilty
22 Shame
27 French refusal
29 Nabisco’s ___ Wafers
34 Formal discussion
36 Hack-a-___ (rhyming NBA 
strategy)
37 Linen shade
38 Long Island Rail Road org.
39 Eurasian border region
40 Viral phenomenon
41 “Pong” producer
42 Showed again
44 “Family Matters” charac-
ter Steve
46 Agent involved in a dead 
drop

47 Explode like a volcano
48 Enticed
49 “Genesis does what 
Nintendon’t” sloganeer
51 Sea seen from Baku
53 Mentored one
56 Place to hibernate
57 Irish actor Stephen
59 Take place?
63 Russell of “The Ameri-
cans”
67 Muslim face veil
68 Play about Capote
69 Outdoor wedding need
70 Union Pacific’s Nebraska 
base
71 Baklava sweetener
72 Queens team
73 Bicyclist’s challenge
77 Interview goal
78 ___ Eats
79 Sammy with six Silver 
Slugger Awards
80 15 minutes, say, at a 
crossword tournament
82 Ringlet
83 What an athlete might 
take in protest
84 Certain flat-screen set
87 Remote abbr. near a “+” 
and a “-”
91 Beats, as a lovestruck 
heart
94 Vast grassland
97 Weisshorn or Matterhorn
98 One-up
99 Harmonious
100 Halloween animals
102 Odyssey automaker
104 Valley known for 
vineyards
106 Discombobulate
107 Irritated feeling
108 Simplifies
109 Give up
110 Golden rule word
111 “Uh, I’m standing right 
here”
112 It may be dotted or 
dashed
113 Firework feature
114 Rescue
118 Opposite of ‘neath
119 Quick snooze

SUDOKU
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively. 

©2021 Andrews McMeel Syndicate

CELEBRITY CIPHER
By Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from 
quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 

© 2021 NEA, Inc.

“H.J.C. GMWHJA MPKGDFKI, K 

GWFJG NPIJRA ... VPK KHUDRH KIE 

FKEPMJIP XKDI KHP LPMGWFJIN 

DPH UW GWFPEZ DPKSPI.” 

 – CKRM HREIJGX

Puzzle One Clue L equals W

“UNY SXCB RN VN RSMNYVS 

RSNWB TNYERXAEW XEP CXIIBUW –

KBFXYWB RSXR’W DSXR IAGB AW: 

WNYI VMNDRS.” – DXUEB EBDRNE

Puzzle Two Clue: F equals C

PICK, QUICK!  by Hal Moore; 
Edited by David Steinberg

MANASOTA FLOORING INC
HARDWOOD SAVE ON SELECT COLORS & STYLE

Sarasota     941.355.8437   |   Bradenton     941.748.4679   |   Venice     941.493.7441   |   www.manasotaonline.com
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FRIDAY, APRIL 9

High: 77
Low: 67
Chance  
of rain: 11%

SATURDAY, APRIL 10

High: 79
Low: 70
Chance  
of rain: 13%

SUNDAY, APRIL 11

High: 77
Low: 70
Chance  
of rain: 37%

FORECAST
NATURE’S BEAUTY WITH

TIDES
Highs			       Lows

SUNRISE / SUNSET
 	 Sunrise	 Sunset

Thursday, April 8	 7:13a	 7:52p

Friday, April 9	 7:12a	 7:52p

Saturday, April 10	 7:11a	 7:53p

Sunday, April 11	 7:10a	 7:53p

Monday, April 12	 7:09a	 7:54p

Tuesday, April 13	 7:08a	 7:54p

Wednesday, April 14	 7:07a	 7:55p

MOON PHASES

Thursday, April 8	 12:04p	 11:09p	 5:49a	 5:49p

Friday, April 9	 12:14p	 11:57p	 6:19a	 6:31p

Saturday, April 10	 —	 12:23p	 6:43a	 7:07p

Sunday, April 11	 12:40a	 12:32p	 7:03a	 7:40p

Monday, April 12	 1:21a	 12:43p	 7:20a	 8:13p

Tuesday, April 13	 2:01a	 12:58p	 7:35a	 8:47p

Wednesday, April 14	 2:42a	 1:17p	 7:50a	 9:24p

Angie Blunt 
captured this 
kayaker against 
the full moon on 
Sarasota Bay.

Submit your 
photos at 
YourObserver.
com/
Weather. All 
submissions 
will be entered 
for the 2021-
22 Weather 
and Nature 
photo contest. 
In February 
2022, you 
will vote for 
your favorite 
photo, and the 
submission 
with the most 
votes will win a 
$500 gift card.

April 26
Full

May 3
Last

May 11 
New

May 19
First



INFORMATION & RATES: 941-955-4888
redpages@yourobserver.com • yourobserver.com/redpages

RED PAGES
Made for where you live. Here! THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

The Longboat Observer reserves the right to classify and edit copy, or to reject or cancel 
an advertisement at any time. Corrections after first insertion only.

*All ads are subject to the approval of the Publisher.
*It is the responsibility of the party placing any ad for publication in the Longboat 

Observer to meet all applicable legal requirements in connection with the ad such as 
compliance with towncodes in first obtaining an occupational license for business, 

permitted home occupation, or residential rental property.

DEADLINES: Classifieds - Monday at 2PM
Service Directory - Friday at 3PM • PAYMENT: Cash, Check or Credit Card

Auto Service 

35
49
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SELL YOUR CAR! 
FAST • EASY • SAFE  

WE COME  TO YOU
941.270.4400
HoHoBuysCars.com

5-Star Rated

Doors

Sliding Glass Door Repair

New Deluxe Rollers Will Make
Your Doors Roll Better Than Ever
Call  Mark 928-2263
proslidingglassdoorrepair.com

“FIX IT - DON’T REPLACE”

35
55
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Handyman

941.504.2745 
941.400.1563

CONSTRUCTION 
HANDYMAN

• Home Repairs & Maintenance 
• Interior & Exterior 
• Garage Floor Paint
• Power Wash

GladysKhabbaz@gmail.com
805 Molly Circle, Sarasota

Naji Aoun

35
55
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 Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
510 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 1 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL (Next to SUNTRUST BANK)     
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

35
49
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Items Under $200

CONCRETE DOLPHIN statue,
2 ft $70, Waterford paper-

weight $65, knee pillow $25,
metal garden trellis $15 

941-359-8460

HUSQVARNA WEED whacker,
new, used once, Model 179L
$150, Black & Decker shears

$20 941-776-3417

NEVER WORN, waist length,
Men’s XL dark brown jacket.

Orig. $100. $30. 
(941) 224-1244 

Items Under $200

THREE DRAWER pine desk,
middle drawer holds laptop or

keyboard, dimensions 
47”L x 22”W   $50 

941-224-1253

TOMMY BAHAMA
entertainment center, Sony 23”

TV, 2 sets of golf clubs (lefty
and righty) All for $200. 

941-387-6418.

Boat Slips
for Rent/Sale 

MARINA SLIP
for sale. Longboat Key Club.
Moorings Lot C-01. $150k. 

62 x 21. 
Call Steve: 727-898-9388.

au
to

Autos Wanted 
STORAGE FACILITY Boat/

RV/ Trailer. Secure facility, low
monthly rentals, Clark Rd area.
941-809-3660, 941-809-3662.

Autos Wanted 

CASH FOR YYOOUURR  CCAARR
We come to you! 
Ho Ho Buys cars. 

941-270-4400.

WE BUY ccaarrss..  
ttoopp  $$$$  ppaaiidd  ffoorr  yyoouurr  vveehhiicclleess..  

CCaallll  HHaawwlleeyy  MMoottoorrss::  
994411--992233--33442211..

jo
b

s

Help Wanted 

EXPERIENCED 
COSMETOLOGIST
needed for upscale 
retirement facility.

Call Wendy: 941-666-2543.
wendy8868@icloud.com

re
a

l
e

st
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te

Condos/Apts.
for Rent 

35
45

30

MONTHLY RENTAL MINIMUM

502 - 558 -7845
VRBO #2082812

(1) BEDROOM
DIRECT BEACHFRONT

Located in the Resort 
at Longboat Key Club

Condos/Apts.
for Sale 

GOLDEN GATE PPOOIINNTT: 
Beautiful 2BR/1BA, top �oor,
end unit, remodeled kitchen

and bathroom, polished 
Terrazzo �oors, peek-a-boo

views of bay from every room,
For Sale: $332,900. 

303-944-8300.
eceonlbk@msn.com 
Please no agents.

PALMER RANCH: 2BD/2BA
second �oor corner unit w/
cathedral ceilings, largest 2
bedroom in the complex.

1,200 sqft + huge lanai. Gated 
community, tennis court, 
clubhouse, �tness center, 

and pool. $215,000. 
941-358-6001.

peekers’ place

©
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This week’s Sudoku answersThis week’s Crossword answers

©
20

21
 U

ni
ve

rs
al

 U
cl

ic
k

You’re only cheating yourself.
Puzzle One Solution:
“R.I.P. Cloris Leachman, a comic genius 
... Bea Arthur and Madeline Kahn are 
welcoming her to comedy heaven.”
 Paul Rudnick

Puzzle Two Solution: 
“You have to go through those 
mountains and valleys -- because that’s 
what life is: soul growth.”
 Wayne Newton

This week’s 
Celebrity Cipher 

answers

Condos/Apts.
for Sale 

Homes for Sale 
Luxurious 4 Bed 4 Bath Built
in 2020 Lakefront Lakewood

Ranch $1,599,900

Everything Updated
Sarasota's Phillipi Gardens

3/2/2 $359,900

55+ Beach and Boating: One
story villa 2BED-2BATH

$424,000

Longboat Key Beach House:
on Canal, 2BED-2BATH,

1/CAR, Dock. 
$530,000. Owner/agent

Private Boat Lift: beach ac-
cess villa/condo Pet Friendly

$399,000

Call for coming soon listings.

Buy or Sell with 
Brooke O’Malley

as your Realtor, and 
CLUB REALTY

will Pay your title insurance. 
Call 941-726-2677.

EXPERIENCED 
COSMETOLOGIST
needed for upscale 
retirement facility.

Call Wendy: 941-666-2543.
wendy8868@icloud.com

EXPERIENCED 
COSMETOLOGIST
needed for upscale 
retirement facility.

Call Wendy: 941-666-2543.
wendy8868@icloud.com

Insurance

SELL YOUR 
STUFF FOR FREE!

Items Up to $200

YourObserver.com/RedPages

CLEAN OUT YOUR  
GARAGE HERE!

CALL 941-955-4888

BUY & SELL HERE!
YourObserver.com/RedPages
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Rentals Wanted 
WANTED- LBK Beachfront
Condo Searching for LBK 

updated oceanfront condo to
rent.  2BR/2Ba with heated
pool, tennis court.  No pets,
non smoking quiet complex.

Annual rental.  Property 
managers/realtors/owners 
welcome. (423) 736-8326 

Vacation/
Seasonal Rentals 

Beach Harbor Club 
Gorgeous penthouse condo

with access to
beach/boat/pool/�tness.

3BR/2BA, 2 large terraces,
sunrise/sunset views.
$5500/mo in season. 

248-202-6865 or
440-623-9068.

LONGBOAT KEY: Beachfront
Condos, 1st or 2nd floor,

2BR/2BA, W/D in units, free
Wi-Fi, heated pool, & parking.

Call 941-383-3338.

Weekly/Monthly

Seasonal Rates

Beachfront, Bayfront and In

Between

Houses or Condos

Reservations 941-383-5577

wagnerlbkrentals@gmail.com

Visa/MC

5360 Gulf of Mexico Dr., Suite

101

Longboat Key, FL 34228

Rental of�ce 9a.m. - 5p.m. 

M-F

Ask about our special rates!

Wagner Realty

Since 1939

www.rentalsonlongboat.com

h
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Adult Care
Services 

Epic Home Care
Personal Care-Respite Care

Alzheimer’s Care-
Light Cleaning

Med Administration-
Meal Prep

Shopping, Errands & More

Call for a FREE Evaluation!
941-536-6372

EpicHomeCare@yahoo.com
Rosa Torres- Owner

Auto Transport 
SHIP YOUR car, truck or SUV
anywhere in the United States.
Great rates, fast quotes. Call

Hawley Motors: 941-923-3421.

Cleaning

CLAUDIA C.
Cleaning Services. 

Experienced, dependable,
and ready to begin! 

Residential. 
Excellent references. 

941-773-6895.

Cleaning By Brazilian Lady.
Meticulous, reliable, deep

cleaning specialist. Residential.
Commercial. New Construc-

tion. 941-400-2866.

Home Services 
ESTATE MANAGER/

HOUSEHOLD MANAGER Olga
has ability to manage all of

your properties with seamless 
service standard. As a highly

organized and intelligent 
professional, I will represent

your family in the highest
manner. I have over 20 years of

experience managing
household services. 

PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR
MORE INFORMATION AND 

INQUIRIES. 
(248) 755-0327.

www.olgascleanhouse.com

Painting
Carlo Dattilo Painting

Licensed & insured. Interior/
Exterior painting including

drywall repair and retexturing.
Wallpaper installation &

removal, pressure washing.
Residential & commercial,
condos. Honest & reliable. 

Free estimates. 941-744-1020. 
35+ years experience.

Restaurants

BLUE DOLPHIN CAFE

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS
ARE BACK AT OUR

LONGBOAT KEY
CENTRE SHOPS 

LOCATION!!

FRIDAY

**APRIL 9TH**

 LIVE MAINE LOBSTER

 BLUE FIN CRAB CAKES
 PRIME RIB

 SALMON WITH CITRUS
MANGO SALSA

ALL ENTREES SERVED
WITH CHEF’S CHOICE
STARCH & VEGETABLE

ENTIRE REGULAR DINNER

MENU ALSO AVAILABLE!

INCLUDING HOMEMADE

PIES! 

AND MUCH MORE... JUST

ASK... 

FRIDAYS OPEN 5P.M.-8P.M.

SERVING DINNER ITEMS 

941-383-3787
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE

Transportation

longboat limousine

Your local luxury 
transportation provider 

since 1994. 

New luxury Sedans and SUVs. 
Fully Licenced and insured. 

Call/Text 941-383-1235

E-mail:
longboatlimousine

@yahoo.com

Health

Board Certified in the specialty of 
non-surgical spinal decompression

This Doctor is Among 

THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION 
PHYSICIANS IN AMERICA
“Medical Breakthrough Technology for “Medical Breakthrough Technology for 
bulging, herniated and degenerative disc ...bulging, herniated and degenerative disc ...  
No Pain, No Drugs, No Injections,
No Surgery”

DR. DAVID CIFRA, DC
University Health Park
2415 University Parkway
Bldg. 3, Suite 216
Sarasota, FL 34243
www.SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Call 941.358.2224 today to schedule a
FREE CONSULTATION
The Only Thing You Have To Lose ... Is The Pain!!

35
4

46
3

Insurance

19
99

23

MICMIC
INSURANCEINSURANCE

EXPERIENCE
KNOWLEDGE
SOLUTIONS

595 Bay Isles Rd. Suite 215
941.554.8909 | www.micinsurancefl.com

35
49

44 Home • Condo • Auto • Umbrella • Boat

Our team of professionals provides  
superior service and expertise for  

all of your insurance needs.
Mike Mailliard ~ Lacey Weaver

Allen Hovis
Matthew Mailliard ~ Hannah Gamso 

Chloe Gardner

Landscaping & Lawn 

35
55
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shadylady_14x16magnet_FN.pdf   1   12/14/16   4:43 PM

OUR BEST PRACTICES PROMISE IS APPLIED TO RESIDENTIAL 
OR COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE.

FOR 
MORE INFO 

941.704.9025
ShadyLadyFL.com

Horticultural Design Services | Landscape Construction
Landscape Maintenance | Irrigation Installation & Repair 
Brick & Stone Pavers | Walls, Gates, Fences | Tree Trimming
Low Volt Outdoor Lighting Repair & Installation

IMPROVE YOUR

CURB APPEAL!

Roofing

354467

• Aluminum, Vinyl, & Wood Soffit
& Fascia Repair & Installation

• Roofing Repair & Installation
• Metal Roofing & Tile Roof

Repair Specialists

Kenneth Fuhlman Inc.
Building & Roofing Contractor

941-626-3194
Licensed & Insured

CCC - 058059   CBC - 1253936

Screening

35
55
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941-345-5264

• Pool Cage Restoration
• Rescreening Specialists
• Specialty Screens
• Paint
• Doors and more!
Satisfaction Guarantee
Manufacture and Workmanship Warranties

Satisfaction guarantee

Pool cage Restoration/ Rescreening specialists

specialty screens / screw replacement / paint

Doors and more!

Manufacture and workmanship

Warranties

(941) 345-5264

Windows

35
55
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Res./Com. Lic./Ins.

Sunset Window & Pressure Cleaning
Formerly known as Sunrise Windows Serving Longboat Key Since 2005

Call Tibor for FREE ESTIMATES | 941- 284 - 5880
Purified water window cleaning available!!

$120UPUP
TOTO 2525
STANDARDSTANDARD
WINDOWSWINDOWS

INCLUDING SCREENS,  TRACKS,  MIRRORS & FANS

SPECIAL
$500

 www.sunsetwindowcleaningsrq.com
 senior citizen discount.

Vacation/
Seasonal Rentals 

Homes for Rent 
Cozy Cottage 

Sandpiper AMI 55+. 1.5 minute
walk to the beach or bay, 

near pool. 1BA/1BR, 
W/D for sale or rent. 
Call: 941-251-4767 

leave message.

SELL IT 
FAST

HERE!
POST YOUR AD 

WITH EASE
YourObserver.com/RedPages

CLAUDIA C.
Cleaning Services. 

Experienced, dependable,
and ready to begin! 

Residential. 
Excellent references. 

941-773-6895. 

As low as $17.50 per week!
941-955-4888

GARAGE 
SALE

FIND 
BUYERS  

& SELLERS 
HERE!

RIGHT
ON TARGET

OBSERVER 
RED PAGES
Call 941-955-4888 

to reserve your ad
YourObserver.com/RedPages

YourObserver.com/RedPages

RED PAGES
Made for where you live. Here!
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COLDWELL BANKER REALTY  |  443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE., F  |  SARASOTA, FL 34236

CALL THE ACKERMAN GROUP 941.387-1820

DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
988 Blvd. of the Arts, Penthouse #1914
Represented Buyer

LAKEWOOD RANCH
7005 Dominion Lane
Represented Buyer

LONGBOAT KEY
1241 Gulf of Mexico Dr. #908
Represented Buyer

LONGBOAT KEY
631 Ranger Lane
Represented Seller & Buyer

Just ONE WEEK’S activity with The Ackerman Group

CLOSEDCLOSED
3/26/213/26/21

CLOSEDCLOSED
3/31/213/31/21

 MAKE IT YOURS!    IF NOT NOW....WHEN?

CONDO ON THE BAY LAKEWOOD RANCH

WATER CLUB

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES

This is not a solicitation of another broker’s listings.  

CLOSEDCLOSED
4/1/214/1/21

CLOSEDCLOSED
3/31/213/31/21

OYSTER BAY ESTATES                     $2,595,000     
New construction  | 4BR/4BA/2HB  |  4,217 SF 
1421 N. Lake Shore Drive 
MLS# A4487508

THE Q  |  DOWNTOWN                  $1,795,000                  
3 bedrooms, 3 full baths townhouse  |  3,920 SF   
267 Cosmopolitan Court
MLS# A4485780

SARASOTA | WEST OF TRAIL      $18,000,000  
8,452 SF,  230’ of Unobstructed Waterfront 
Harbor Acres Direct Bay Front
MLS#  A4491997  |  1309vistadr.com

SIESTA KEY  |  BEACHFRONT
107 Ocean Place, Siesta Key, FL   |   4BR/5.5BA  |  5,239 SF  |  3+ Car Garage

A tropical resort style estate with expansive views from every room overlooking the Gulf of Mexico and its own private beach.  Price available upon request.  Call for more information.

           RYAN ACKERMAN
    ryan@ackermangroup.net

Coldwell Banker Realty Congratulates
THE ACKERMAN GROUP

      BARBARA ACKERMAN   
barbara@ackermangroup.net

1#

8#
Coldwell Banker Realty
Small Team in Florida

Again for 2020

Coldwell Banker Realty
Small Team in
North America 

LIDO BEACH
1800 Benjamin Franklin Dr. #B209
Represented Buyer

GOLDEN GATE POINT
464 Golden Gate Point #302
Represented Seller

PENDINGPENDING CLOSEDCLOSED
3/30/213/30/21

L’ELEGANCE LA BELLASARA

SOUTH SARASOTA
5329 Palos Verdes Drive
Represented Seller

PENDINGPENDING

RIVER FOREST

SOUTH SARASOTA                           $1,090,000
5329 Palos Verdes Drive
Representing Seller
MLS # A4495878

NOW PENDING

JUST LISTED

355749-1



But Wait ...

THERE’S 
MORE!

Flip the page for more sales and specials!
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BRIDGE
April 2021 Issue Quarterly Member Magazine

From the CEO
Page 2

10
0 

YE
A

R
S

New Team Members
Page 6

New in Membership
Pages 12-13

Leadership Sarasota
Pages 14-15

THE CENTENNIAL MURALS Pages 8-9

Click here to Read the April 2021 BRIDGE Magazine:

https://issuu.com/greatersarasotachamber/docs/2021_april_bridge_magazine
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