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2894 ULVERSTON AVE., CUMBERLAND
THE PERFECT LOCATION for access to 
mountains, biking, and the vibrant life of 
Cumberland’s Historic main street! This 3 bed/ 
3 bath, 1,591 sq. ft. family home has been well 
maintained. Open concept plan features both a 
living room and family room. The kitchen looks 
over the backyard, has a large island, a pantry 
and all appliances included. 

www.royallepage.ca/id/462376$650,000 www.royallepage.ca/id/454172

719 9TH STREET, COURTENAY
LOOKING FOR A BRAND-NEW HOME with a 
mortgage helper legal suite? Upper level living 
plus a 2-bedroom ground level suite. Featuring 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths and 1447 sq. ft. of bright, 
open concept living. Kitchen features stainless 
steel appliances, quartz countertops and a 
dark maple island for cooking and entertaining. 

Cpl Boucher-Cookson and Avr Lepine, members of 19 Operations Support Squadron (OSS) Telecom Flight, were selected to represent 19 Wing 
Comox in Operation DISTINCTION, a national commemoration program that began in 2012. The pair stood guard at the National War Memorial, 
a cenotaph symbolizing the sacrifice of all CAF personnel who have served Canada in time of war in the cause of peace and freedom, past, pres-
ent and future. In 2000, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was added in the front of the memorial. The tomb contains the remains of an unknown 
Canadian soldier from a war cemetery near Vimy Ridge, France. CAF members have been guarding the site since 2007. Cpl Boucher-Cookson and 
Avr Lepine were quickly integrated in the honor guard team, keeping a watchful eye on the monument from September 9 to October 21. It is im-
portant to create links to the past, acknowledge our national and international achievements that have shaped and grown our country, and ensure 
the memory of the fallen and the sacrifices of war are remembered for years to come.
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At this time of year, I always 
think about what I am doing in 
service to Canada, and that leads 
to remember those who have in-
fluenced my life. 

As a minister there are many 
who have supported me over 
the years, but the calling to be a 
Chaplain started long before that.

It is with great pride that I recall 
stories about my mom’s biologi-
cal father - Grandpa Finch, who 
served in WWII, her step-father - 
Grandpa Beecroft, who served in 
WWII, and her younger brother 
- Greg Beecroft. They all served 
the Royal Canadian Navy.

So when I answered the call 
to serve, my only request was to 
wear the Navy uniform in their 
honour. I knew nothing about the 
CAF, DND or the Royal Cana-
dian Chaplain Service. 

My father was a teacher and 
mother was a book-keeper. 

Neither grandfather talked 
with me about their service time 
experiences. It was only later, 
after I told my parents about 
wanting to join the CAF, that my 
mother shared with me pictures 
and some stories. My uncle died 
a few years before I joined, and 
I can say that he was influential 
in my decision, but in no way 
encouraged me because Navy 
life was not easy.

The decision 
to serve

Leading up to the decision, I 
volunteered as a Legion Chaplain 
for Branch 121 in Beaverlodge, 
Alberta. Through that experience 
I was encourage by veterans to 
consider the chaplaincy. Three 
members of my congregation – a 
helicopter pilot, tank operator and 
paratrooper - also encouraged me. 

Once accepted by recruiting, 
the paratrooper shared his ex-
periences because he wanted 
me to understand the context of 
my minister to men and women 
called to act against their natural 
inclination on behalf of Canada 
and freedom in the world.

What an honour to hear his and 
other stories. 

It would be many years later, af-
ter several deployments, domes-
tic operations and exercises, that 
I could finally understand what 
they sacrificed and why they took 
such pride in preparing me for my 
time of service.

Meaning of 
Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day means dif-
ferent things to different people. 

My hope is that as you join oth-
ers for events leading up to No-
vember 11, you wear your poppy 
in support. You think about why 
you serve. You honour friends and 
family who have served, or are 
currently serving. That together 
we can do our part to show uni-
fied support for the work of all 
involved with the CAF - past 
and present - along with DND 
employees who equip us daily 
for service.

We are only strong together. 
Alone we are ineffective. Never 
forget that.

As a Chaplain and part of the 
overall care team at 19 Wing 
Comox, I also pray that if you or 
someone you know needs help 
assistance, you will encourage 
them to reach out. Help is only a 
request away. 

Remember we are not alone. 
We are never alone, but a family. 
Comrade to Comrade.

November - especially No-
vember 11 - no military member, 
active or retired, should ever feel 
alone.

“We will remember them.”

Lt(N) Chris Donnelly
19 WING COMOX CHAPLAIN| |
Reflections from a service family
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Remembrance Day often 
draws to mind grainy vid-
eos of soldiers in bunkers, 
crossing open fields while 
dodging flying bullets, and 
devastating mortar explo-
sions.

This was the reality for 
over 425,000 Canadians 
who served overseas with 
the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force during WWI.

The invention of the air-
plane, though, meant that 
war was no longer fought 
solely in the trenches and 
across the fields; perhaps 
witnessed for the first time 
during WWI, then more 
prevalent as aviation tech-
nology and understanding 
advanced, there was anoth-
er war that happened con-
currently, and it was fought 
in the air.

Joining the 
Royal Air Force

In 1914, when Britain de-
clared war - and obligated 
the small British colony 
called Canada to fight by 
proxy - Canada did not have 
an established air force. Yet 
we managed to contribute 
immensely to the air war 
that became an integral ele-
ment of victory.

Canadians filled out the 
ranks of Britain’s Royal Air 
Force with skill and dedica-
tion - 23,000 aviators over 
the four years of fighting, 
in fact. 

Not only were over 3,000 
British and Canadian pilots 
trained in Canada (2,500 
of which served overseas), 
but many Canadian pilots 
proved themselves to be 
some of the Allies’ best 
aviators.

Billy Bishop of Owen 
Sound, Ontario, for in-
stance, was the third leading 
ace of war with 72 aircraft 

destroyed; William Barker, 
a fighter pilot born in Dau-
phin, Manitoba, is one of 
the most highly decorated 
Canadians of all time be-
cause of his performance 
in the “war to end all wars”. 
Other Canadian pilots, such 
as Raymond Collishaw 
and AA McLeod, became 
household names due to 
their aerial accomplish-
ments.

Continuing 
commitment

Our contribution to the 
skies of war continued dur-
ing WWII. 

When we joined Britain 
and France in committing to 
the fight against Germany in 
September of 1939, our air 
force was in its infancy – a 
mere 15 years old, in fact - 
and had been used primarily 
for civilian purposes, such 
as aerial mapping and for-
estry protection. 

The Royal Canadian Air 
Force could claim only 20 
modern combat aircraft, 
hardly enough to take on the 
juggernaut that Germany 
and its allies represented. 
Never to be underestimated, 
we developed a way to con-
tribute that went beyond our 
meager aviation resources, 
our soldiers and our sailors: 
the British Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan.
British Commonwealth 

Air Training Plan
By December 1939, the 

BCATP was operational, 
and it continued to grow 
as the war effort was sus-

tained. At its peak, the 
BCATP maintained 231 
training sites, 10,000 air-
craft, and had 100,000 mili-
tary personnel to administer 
the program. We trained 
pilots, navigators, bomb 
aimers, radio operators, air 
gunners and flight engi-
neers, pumping out 131,533 
graduates, half of whom 
were Canadian. 

It has been argued that 
the BCATP is one of the 
greatest Canadian contribu-
tions to the Allied victory 
of WWII. In total, over one 
million people served full-
time in the armed forces 
during WWII, with 250,000 
coming from the RCAF.

Korean War
The effectiveness of the 

RCAF was called upon dur-
ing the Korean War, as well. 

In July of 1950, the 
RCAF committed No 426 
Transport Squadron with 20 
fighter pilots and a number 
of technical officers to sup-
port UN Command. Some 
of the first Canadians to 
participate in the Korean 
War were RCAF personnel 
– pilots and aircrew joined 
in the first month of the 
conflict, flying supply mis-
sions for UN forces already 
deployed. 

We demonstrated our 
aviation prowess during 
this conflict, too, with Ca-
nadian pilots serving with 
US 5th Air Force credited 
with destroying or damag-
ing more than 20 Russian-
made jet fighters.

Present day
More recent in history 

would be the Afghanistan 
conflict, which had an im-
portant RCAF presence. 

Between 2008 and 2011, 
the Canadian Air Wing 
was 450 members strong 
and served out of Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan. They 
provided air power and 
support  to the ground 
troops, along with other 
duties, but their most pub-
licized role was facilitat-
ing the repatriation of our 
fallen members back to 
Canadian soil.

While the RCAF is rela-
tively new, being only 95 
years old, its members 
have been contributing 
to the defence of Canada 
and its allies since before 
it was even an entity. 

Between the dog fights 
that were ubiquitous in al-
most every major war until 
the 90s, to the fighter pi-
lots of today in their sleek 
and stealthy jets, and every 
aspect of military aviation 
in between, our aviators 
have been in the thick of 
the battles that Canada has 
been called upon to fight. 

Subjected to the unique 
circumstances that avia-
tion presents, the RCAF 
has always done its part 
to embody and demon-
strate the fighting spirit 
that Canada very quickly 
became known for in WWI 
and WWII; indeed, sic itur 
ad astra: such is the path-
way to the stars.

RCAF: Protecting the skies since 1914

A flypast at Vimy Ridge during a dedication ceremony in 1936.
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19 Wing Comox came 
together as a community 
to form the Air Force Top 
Cover Team – a collec-

tive effort of CAF mem-
bers who volunteered to 
construct duplex homes in 
support of Habitat for Hu-
manity.

Individuals volunteered 
to work at the Lake Trail 

Road construction site in 
Courtenay. 

A typical day would in-
clude a morning safety 
briefing and introduction; 
our CAF members would 
don a safety helmet, safety 
vest, and grab the tools re-
quired for the day. 

Almost as soon as they 
started, our volunteers 
would be applying their 
best construction skills 
to building a duplex in – 
and for – their local com-
munity.

Our Air Force Top Cover 
Team contributed a remark-
able 673 shifts consisting 

of approximately 5,096 
hours on the job site from 
July 2018 until July 2019.

I can attest to the person-
al impact that I felt work-
ing at the construction site: 
the camaraderie of working 
alongside other members 
employed in the Deputy 
Wing Command organiza-
tion; learning about build-
ing and construction; en-
joying lunch with friends, 
colleagues, and other com-
munity-mindful people; 

and my feeling of awe in 
seeing the significant im-
provements made to the 
houses from the time we 
began construction until 
the final horn signalled 
that it was the end of the 
work day.

The number of shifts 
and hours st i l l  cannot 
adequately illustrate the 
significance that our Air 
Force Top Cover Team 
made over the course of 
almost a sustained year of 

volunteering.
We fulfilled our man-

date to provide housing 
for those in need, and not 
just as a charity, but to 
hard-working individuals 
who put in 500 hours of 
their own sweat equity in 
the form of a down pay-
ment to building a house 
that would later become 
their home.

I am challenged to re-
member a greater feeling 
than having the opportu-
nity to witness the execu-
tive director from Habitat 
for Humanity providing 
keys to two young fami-
lies – both moms with little 
boys - to unlock the door 
to their new home.
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19 Wing Comox builds with Habitat for Humanity
Capt Stephen MacKillop| |

Each year on November 11 we take the time to honour and 
remember the sacrifice, valour, and service of those who have 
served, and serving, their country.

On the early morning of November 11, 1918 an armistice was 
signed between the Allies and Germany at Le Francport near 
Compiègne France. This agreement called for an end of hostili-
ties on the western front to take effect on the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918.

At 11:00 a.m. on November 11, stop and take a moment of 
silence to remember the more than 2,300,000 Canadians who 
served and the more than 118,000 who made the ultimate sac-

rifice.
“Although the Comox Air Force Museum will be closed on 

Monday, November 11, we are open Tuesday to Sunday with 
many display and personal stories of Canadians who have 
served in the RCAF through many conflicts and peacekeeping 
missions,” explains Sgt Michael O’Rourke, deputy director of 
the Comox Air Force Museum.

“Admission is by donation, and our volunteers are happy to 
greet you between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.”

The Comox Air Force Museum is located at the top of Ryan 
Road, just outside the 19 Wing Comox front gate.

Comox Air Force Museum: a permanent place for remembering



  NOVEMBER 5, 2019  |  TOTEM TIMES  |  5

KRYSTAL PARSONS
MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

250.897.2756
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This week we will come 
together as one nation to 
remember those that have 
passed. On the 11th hour 
on the 11th day of the 11th 
month, we will gather in 
somber silence to honour 
those that gave all they 
could give.

Started after the First 
World War, it is a day of re-
membrance for the men and 
women who have served, 
and who continue to serve 
our country during times 
of war, conflict, and peace. 
Through the First and Sec-
ond World Wars, the Ko-
rean War, Afghanistan, and 
countless other battles and 
operations, over 2.3 mil-
lion Canadians have served 
our country, and more than 
118,000 have perished. 
Citizens from all walks of 
life have answered the call.

John Shiwalk, an aborigi-
nal member in the New-
foundland Regiment, noted 
as one of the best snipers 
during the First World War, 
was lost with six other sol-
diers during a German shell 
attack in Masnieres, France 
in 1917. He was awarded 
the British War Medal and 
the Victory Medal.

Sgt Ernest “Smoky” 
Smith, a native of British 
Columbia, was the last liv-
ing recipient of the Victoria 
Cross when he passed away 
in 2005. Against all odds, 
he eliminated two self-
propelled guns, a Panther 
Tank, and half a dozen en-
emy soldiers, earning him 
this distinct honor.

Freedoms
and liberties

Though there are so many 
that have had, and con-
tinue to experience, loss, it 
is important to remember 
that with this loss comes 
celebration. Celebration of 
freedoms and liberties, cel-
ebration of the brave men 
and women who stood in 
the face of oppression and 
tyranny. 

As proud Canadians, we 
have a duty to impart the 
impact these valiant actions 
have on future generations, 
on those who have never 
known the struggle of war 
or the sacrifices made to 
keep them safe and free. 

There are no first hand 
World War One accounts 
that can be told, there are no 
soldiers from that era left to 
tell their own story, which is 
why it is paramount that we 
pass on this gift.

Remembering
Through the Veterans’ 

Week Speakers Program 
and the Legion’s annual 
poppy campaign, we show 
how and why we hold high 
those that protect our great 
nation and continue the tra-
ditions that pay homage to 

them.
This Remembrance Day, 

on the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month, we 
shall pass the torch to the 
youth and, with true pride, 
show why we will remember.

“...To you from failing 
hands we throw The torch, 
be yours to hold it high. If ye 
break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though 
poppies grow In Flanders 
fields”

~ From “In Flanders 
Fields” by John McCrae

MCpl Lalonde
19 AIR MAINTENANCE SQN| |

Gathering in sombre silence:
Reflecting on service and sacrifice
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Since November 1922, 
the Sandwick Cairn on 
Dingwall Road in Cour-
tenay has stood with the 
names of Canadians who 
fell in the service of their 
country.

On November 1 a new 
plaque was unveiled on the 
Sandwick Cairn honouring 
three Canadians from the 
Comox Valley who passed 
away while serving their 
country: MCpl Mark Is-
feld, Cpl Andrew Eykelen-
boom, and Christopher 
Klein-Beekman.
MCpl Isfeld

MCpl Mark Robert Is-
feld was deployed to Cro-
atia with 1 Combat Engi-
neer Regiment (CER) as 
part of the United Nations 
Protection Force (UN-
PROFOR) in June 1994 
when he was killed while 
performing mine clearance 
duties. 
Cpl Eykelenboom

Cpl Andrew Eykelen-
boom was a member of 1 

Field Ambulance who was 
deployed to Afghanistan as 
a medic. In August 2006, 
he was killed while on his 
last patrol before being 
scheduled to return home.
Christopher 
Klein-Beekman

Christopher Klein-Beek-
man had served extensive-
ly with the United Nations 
in different parts of the 
world, organizing aid for 
those who needed it most. 
On August 19, 2003, he 
was working in the UN 
headquarters in Baghdad. 
He was killed when a truck 
packed with explosives 
detonated in front of the 
building.

Previously, a plaque ded-
icated to “The Peacekeep-
ers” adorned the cairn. 
MWO Brad Fairall of The 
Canadian Scottish Regi-
ment (Princess Mary’s) al-
ways felt it was too vague.

“It didn’t give full indi-
viduality to those who paid 
the price, and I knew there 
were at least two or three 
local boys who paid the 
price. We identified three 
people. Then we went 

through the steps with the 
Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Courtenay Branch and the 
City of Courtenay to start 
the process of putting a 
plaque on there.”

MWO Fairall began his 
career in the military as 
combat engineer, and still 
has close connections to 
the engineer community.

“I reached out to the 
ex-Regimental Sergeant 
Major (RSM) of 1 Com-
bat Engineer Regiment 
(CER), CWO Russel Vida. 
He said, ‘Leave it with 
me.’ We secured enough 
funding from a few private 
donations and from the Ca-
nadian Military Engineer 
Association (CMEA).”

The CMEA is an as-
sociation of both serving 
and retired engineers. Maj 
(ret’d) Paul Arsenault of 
the Comox chapter of the 
CMEA spoke to the im-
portance of contributing 
to the new plaque: “It’s a 
part of our duties, even as 
retirees, to recognize those 
who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice.”

The Canadian Scottish 

Regiment is a primary re-
serve infantry regiment of 
the Canadian Army based 
on Vancouver Island with 
locations in Victoria, Na-
naimo, and Courtenay. It 
is part of 39 Canadian 
Brigade Group, which 
commands all army re-
serve units in British Co-
lumbia.

(Above right) Cpl Jes-
se Elliot of The Ca-
nadian Scottish Reg-
i m e n t  ( P r i n c e s s 
Mary’s) stands at re-
verse arms as the Co-
mox Valley stretch-
es into the distance 
behind him. Cpl El-
liot was part of the 
cenotaph guard at the 
dedication of a new 
plaque on the Sand-
wick Cairn honouring 
members of the Co-
mox community who 
died overseas. 
(Below right) Built 
from stones from farm 
fields in the communi-
ty, the Sandwick Cairn 
was first dedicated in 
November 1922.

Fallen honoured with new plaque on Sandwick Cairn
Lt Cameron Park
THE CANADIAN SCOTTISH
REGIMENT (PRINCESS MARY`S)| |
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The courage and dedica-
tion that brought Canada 
freedom should be celebrat-
ed, not forgotten. 

During Remembrance 
Day, we reflect on those who 
fought for us and our country.

There are many ways to 
honour and participate in Re-
membrance Day throughout 
our community for people 
of all ages. 

For youth, the cadet pro-
gram is one of those ways. 
The cadet program encour-
ages young people to respect 
and be proud of those who 
were courageous enough to 
fight for their country. By 
giving their time to the Le-
gion, cadets can learn about 
veterans and honour their 
countless sacrifices. Through 
volunteering with the poppy 
campaign, as well as taking 
an active part in commemo-
rative ceremonies across 
Canada, the cadet program 
establishes a strong youth 
presence to keep the memory 
of Canadian soldiers alive. 

When asked about tak-
ing part in commemora-

tive events, WO2 Douglas 
Smith from 386 Komox Air 
Cadet Squadron said, “It is 
important for cadets to en-
gage in activities that com-
memorate remembrance 
such as Remembrance Day 
parades or poppy sales in 
the community so we can 
demonstrate that the cadet 
program is active in soci-
ety. Overall, it is important 
to give back to veterans be-
cause they are the ones who 
have been able to make our 
country free.”

Recently, cadets from 
the 386 Komox Air Cadet 
Squadron participated in a 
veterans’ walk that took place 
at the Courtenay Airpark to 
support the veteran commu-
nity and learn a bit more of 
what they have experienced 
in their lifetime.

Cadets participate in remembering

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Fundraising is an essential part of the Roy-
al Canadian Air Cadet program. Funds raised 
by the cadets are used to support activities 
throughout the year. 
Grocery bagging @ Quality Foods in Comox 
December 6, 7, 8 and December 22 and 23
Grocery bagging @ Superstore in Courtenay 
December 7 and 8
Bottle Drive in Comox at 386 RCACS
1298 Military Row, January 4
Did you know... 
You can donate your refundable items - year 
round - at the Comox and Courtenay Return-
It depots? Simply ask the staff to donate the 
funds from your recyclables to the 386 Ko-
mox Air Cadet Squadron account. Your sup-
port is always greatly appreciated!

WO2 Gabrielle Avery| |

Kelly Ham
Mobile Residential

Mortgage Specialist 

250.204.9155
kelly.ham@bmo.com
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WE DON’T KNOW THEM ALL,
BUT WE OWE THEM ALL.

Freedom is never free.

With retirement looming 
closer, I battled both relief 
and dread. Who would I 
be once I hung up my uni-
form? I wasn’t looking for-
ward to it.

As much as I anticipated 
the freedom, I also har-
boured feelings that my 
identity would be stripped 
away. How would I be a 
civilian?

In spite of the usual frus-
trations inherent in any job, 
I love the CAF. I enjoyed 
my trade, the uniform, rank, 
mission, and mostly the 
people. I lived it 24/7. How 
could I survive without the 
challenges and occasional 
victories? I don’t own a suit 
or a tie that isn’t black.

The new challenge was 
to stay involved. Canada’s 
military members are inher-
ently proud of the contribu-
tion they make, and I need-
ed to continue to contribute.

I searched for ways to 
maintain interaction with 
the Forces. Something fun, 

something I could build, 
and use to contribute back. 
Scouring the internet, I 
found various cottage busi-
nesses, owned by veterans, 
which were donating a per-
centage of their profits to 
support veterans’ organi-
zations. Lots of boutique 
coffee companies, but too 
many to start another.

About this time, I was in 
a giftshop with my wife and 
I was smelling the various 
candle offerings. There was 
a vanilla chai candle that 
immediately transported me 
back to a rusty table at The 
Green Bean coffee shack on 
base in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

That was it. Battle Rattle 
Candle Company was born. 

Battle Rattle 
Candle Company
Keeping it fun, my kitch-

en is now a mad-scientist 
candle lab, and the garage, 
a warehouse. Our scents are 
all CAF related. We have 
two categories: Deployed 
Scents and Domestic Op 
Scents. 

Deployed range from Af-
ghan Tea, ISAF-uccino, Ka-

bul Market, Leather Holster, 
Care Package from Home (a 
cinnamon-oatmeal cookie 
scent), and more.

Domestic Ops scents in-
clude Op Nanook (a crisp 
fresh Arctic scent), RSM’s 
Stogie, Midnight Fire-
watch, and more. 

We have over 30 unique 
scents including our new Hol-
iday Scent line which includes 
Ginger-Bloggins Man.

Giving back
Ten percent of our net 

sales are donated to var-
ious Canadian veteran 
charities. We have also 
begun to produce uniquely 
scented and branded can-
dles as fundraisers for ca-
det organizations and vet-
eran groups. It is fun and 
we take scent suggestions 
from those who have been 
there. Our newest suggest-
ed scent will be KAF Blue 
Bubble-gum.

My separation anxiety 
has been addressed. Re-
tirement has allowed me 
to both relax and continue 
to contribute. 

I highly recommend it!

Battle Rattle Candle Company: Getting lit on retirement
LCdr (ret’d) David Lewis| |
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Sean Borle, 24, recalls 
meeting Second World War 
veteran Lloyd Brown, 96, 
for the first time six years 
ago at a Remembrance Day 
ceremony.

“We had this magical 
moment where I reached 
out my right hand and he 
put out his left, to shake 
hands,” he says.

Borle was born missing 
his left hand, and Brown 
lost his right arm on Octo-
ber 18, 1944 while serving 
with the Loyal Edmonton 
Regiment in Italy.

“I was staked at a farm-
house which had a chil-
dren’s treehouse located 
behind it,” says Brown. “In 
the treehouse was a sniper 
who kept shooting at our 
boys. A tank then came 
which shot out shells, the 
shrapnel hitting my right 
arm.”

When Brown arrived at 
the hospital, the doctors 
had to amputate his arm.

“Fortunately, I was in 
such shock that I didn’t feel 
a thing,” he recalls. 
Sharing tradition
The ability to find the 

positive in a dark situation 
is one reason why Borle 
admires Brown.

On Remembrance Day, 

the pair share a special tra-
dition of laying a wreath on 
behalf of The War Amps. 
The organization entering 
its second century of ser-
vice this year.

Second century
of service

The War Amps was start-
ed by war amputee veterans 
returning from the First 
World War to help each 
other adapt to their new 
reality as amputees. They 
then welcomed amputee 
veterans following the Sec-
ond World War, sharing all 
that they had learned.

Borle grew up in The 
War Amps Child Amputee 
(CHAMP) Program, which 
provides financial assis-
tance for the cost of artifi-
cial limbs, emotional sup-

port and regional seminars 
to young amputees across 
Canada. It was started by 
War Amps Members, like 
Brown, who realized their 
experiences of living with 
amputation could help oth-
ers. 

Through what they call 
Operation Legacy, Borle 
and his fellow members of 
CHAMP have now taken 
up the torch of remem-
brance to pay tribute to the 
veteran members of The 
War Amps, whose efforts 
have made a difference in 
the lives of thousands of 
amputees.

“I can’t overstate the im-
pact that these programs 
have on young amputees 
and their futures,” says 
Borle. “Knowing that there 

are people like Lloyd who 
understand what it’s like to 
be missing a limb, makes 
you feel like you’re not 
alone.”

When Brown attends the 
Remembrance Day cer-
emonies, he reflects on all 
those in his regiment who 
never came home.

“It’s heartbreaking to 
think of all those who lost 
their lives and it’s impor-
tant to remember them,” 
he says. 

For Borle, it’s special to 
share Remembrance Day 
with Brown.

“I would not be the per-
son I am today had it not 
been for that decision more 
than 100 years ago to begin 
The War Amps,” says Bor-
le. “It is our commitment as 
Champs that the legacy and 
sacrifices of Lloyd, and all 
the war amputee veterans, 
will be remembered and 
carried forward.”

Our veterans of the Second World War and Korean War both fought hard 
and made tremendous sacrifices. They have earned the greatest level of 
respect and recognition we can give them. 
The Government of France is awarding their highest medal to all living 
Canadian veterans who directly helped to liberate their country in 1944; 
the Republic of Korea is presenting its Ambassador for Peace Medal to all 
veterans who participated in the Korean War between 1950 and 1955.
“Two special medals are available for our veterans: the National Order of 
the Legion of Honour from France, and the Ambassador for Peace Med-
al from the Republic of Korea,” shares Mr. Guy Black. “Living veterans or 
the families of veterans who have passed away may be eligible.”
For information, contact Mr. Black by email at Korea19501953@yahoo.com.

Sacrifice and Legacy:
Two amputees share a special bond

Veterans eligible 
for service medals

Second World War amputee veteran Lloyd 
Brown shares a special bond and Remem-
brance Day tradition with Sean Borle.

The War Amps| |
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Operation Entrepreneur
November 18
Operation Entrepreneur is a national pro-
gram for transitioning Canadian Armed Forc-
es members, veterans, and spouses who are 
interested in starting their own business. 
Offering the education, tools, and resources 
needed to succeed as an entrepreneur in a 
FREE one-day workshop on November 18. 
Attendance is by registration at princesoper-
ationentrepreneur.ca – and also to the Wing 
PSO at wpsocomox@forces.gc.ca to ensure 
the venue can accommodate the group.

In one day, you will learn:
• how military skills can be transferred to 
business ownership;
• how to evaluate business ideas;
• components of business planning like mar-
keting and start-up costs;
• how to access free resources online and 
in your community;
• where to network 

princesoperationentrepreneur.ca

National Child Day
Saturday, November 16
9:00 a.m. to noon
19 Wing Fitness and Community Centre 

Drop in and join our recreation staff in paint-
ing wooden hearts that will be sent to Ot-
tawa and displayed at the National Military 
Museum in recognition of National Child Day.

Paint a picture of your family, or bring a fam-
ily photo to cut and paste onto your heart.

Note that this craft is not to be retained or 
taken home. It is for the purpose of dis-
play in Ottawa, and at this time, we cannot 
guarantee that children will get their paint-
ed hearts returned.

*Supplies are limited, so come early to avoid 
disappointment.

In the late summer of 
2018, 19 Mission Support 
Squadron (MSS) formal-
ized a relationship with 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 76 in Qualicum 

Beach, a thriving legion 
with 750 active and enthu-
siastic members. The af-
filiation was initially set up 
so that 19 MSS could have 
a place to call their own for 
parades and events, as well 
as an agreement to provide 
mutual general support to 

each other.
The Qualicum Beach 

Legion provides a wel-
coming space outside of 19 
Wing Comox for the uni-
formed members to visit 
and maintain a connection 
with those that were a part 
of our military history.

Legion members are also 
afforded the opportunity to 
have meaningful interac-
tions with serving mem-
bers and to stay informed 
of current CAF initiatives 
and priorities. 

It has now become cus-
tomary for 19 MSS mem-
bers to join the Branch 76 
for their events, including 
Navy Days, and Canada 

Day celebrations, and for 
Legion members to be 
invited to MSS events in-
cluding mess dinners and 
Family Day festivities.

19 MSS had its first op-
portunity to parade with 
the Legion at their Re-
membrance Day ceremo-
ny in Qualicum Beach in 
2018

This year the tradition 
continues with a 30-mem-
ber parade contingent of 
19 MSS personnel join-
ing the Qualicum Beach 
Legion to recognize and 
honour the significance 
of Remembrance Day to-
gether with members of 
the community.

Qualicum Beach Legion enjoys 
formalized connection with 19 MSS

Lt Krystle Sloan| |

COMOX
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 160 Comox, located at 

1825 Comox Avenue, will be holding a candlelight vigil at 
the cenotaph at 7:00 p.m. on November 10. Candle bearers 
will depart the Legion hall at 6:50 p.m., and following the 
vigil, chocolate and light refreshments will be provided for 
the cadets serving at the cenotaph.

Members of the CAF and residents of the Comox Valley 
are invited to Comox to attend the Remembrance Day pa-
rade and ceremony on November 11, followed by a period 
of comraderie in the Legion lounge. A marching contingent 
of 442 Squadron personnel will take part in the Comox pa-
rade. For more information regarding the events at Comox 
Branch 160, email poppy@comoxlegion.ca.
COURTENAY
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 17 Courtenay, located at 

367 Cliffe Avenue, will be offering a veterans’ breakfast in 
the upper hall at 9:00 a.m. to kick off Remembrance Day 
events.

“We will be serving cold hard-boiled eggs on a bun – just 
like WWI - except we offer cheese, pickles, butter, sausages, 
salt, and pepper,” shares Stella Webers, co-chair of the No-
vember 11 committee.

“Breakfast is $5.00 and you should come early for a hot 
toddy and to get a good seat,” adds co-chair Andrea Fuller.

The Parade Commander and the Courtenay Legion Colour 
Party will march to Jubilee Square at 10:40 a.m., and a ser-
vice of remembrance will commence at 10:50 a.m., includ-
ing a fly past at 11:00 a.m. A marching contingent of 407 
Squadron personnel will take part in the Courtenay parade.

An open house at the Courtenay Legion lounge will fol-
low, offering refreshments for adult members and the public 
downstairs, and for youth in the upper hall.

A Bells of Peace service will be held at sundown at St. 
Andrews Church on Dingwall Road. At 4:30 p.m., the bells 
will ring with bagpipes – 101 times - to remember 101 years 
since the 1918 Armistice.

The Bells of Peace will also ring at the HMCS Alberni 
Museum at sunset, with the names of all 59 crewmen lost 
on HMCS ALBERNI recited as the bell is tolled for each 
man. The public is invited to be bell ringers and can do so by 
contacting Bob Sackett at bob.sackett@alberniproject.org.

To learn more about the Courtenay Legion, email rclbr17@
shaw.ca.
CUMBERLAND
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 28 Cumberland, located 

at 2770 Dunsmuir Avenue, will be holding a Remembrance 
Day parade, including a marching contingent of 19 Air Main-
tenance Squadron personnel.

VANCOUVER ISLAND
Across Vancouver Island, members of 19 Wing Comox 

will support acts of remembering. Personnel from 21 Ca-
nadian Forces Health Services attend a graveside ceremony 
to recognize a fallen medic before marching in the Comox 
parade.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 76 in Qualicum Beach 
has formally partnered with 19 Mission Support Squadron 
(MSS), and members of the Canadian Forces School of 
Search and Rescue (CFSSAR) will support the Campbell 
River parade. 

The Military Police detachment will attend the Bowser 
Legion ceremonies, and 191 CEF will attend ceremonies 
on Quadra Island. RCEME will attend the Sayward Legion, 
and the Silver Totems hockey team will travel to observe 
Remembrance Day in Gold River.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 281 Port McNeill will be 
conducting a ceremony with support from 19 Operations 
Support Squadron.

19 Wing participates in remembering
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On this day we honour our veterans and all members of our
Armed Forces who have given so much in service of our country.

No coupon required. Must present valid Canadian Veteran or Military ID issued by the Government or 
have a veteran license plate. Current Canadian Armed Forces members are eligible with proof of ID card.

Warranty-approved oil changes. mrlube.com
No appointment needed. Open every day.

® Reg. TM/MD of ML Royalties Limited 
Partnership, used under license.

@mrlube  MrLubeCanada

FREE oil changes 
for Veterans.

November 10, 2019
We’re honouring those who served.
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435 Transport and Rescue Squadron SAR Tech MCpl Chris Griffith dis-
cusses search and rescue with members of the Manitoba Moose, an 
American Hockey League team, as part of a visit to 17 Wing Winni-
peg on October 16 in preparation for the Moose’s military apprecia-
tion night in November.

MANITOBA MOOSE VISIT 435 SQN

COMOX AIR FORCE MUSEUM AND MFRC PRESENT:

Classic Military Movies

LOCATED AT THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM. ADMISSION IS BY DONATION. 
FIRST COME, FIRST SEATED. 

The Comox Ladies Auxiliary Branch 160 were welcomed by the 19 Wing Comox Command Team on October 25 to mark the start of the 2019 
Poppy Campaign. Col Dany Poitras (left) met with Christine Quaintance, Marj Bouck, Eileen Paulin, and Gail Gustafson outside of the head-
quarters building and was joined by CWO Kevin Colcy. The Poppy Campaign is a local initiative that is conducted by Legion Branches across 
Canada. The donations collected during the campaign are used to support veterans and their families within their community, and to help en-
sure Canadians ‘never forget’.

C
pl Joey B

eaudin
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Honouring our fallen:
The Marty Brayman Cup

19 Wing Comox lost a member, MCpl Marty Bray-
man, in September while he was serving as an Aerospace 
Control Operator assigned to North American Aerospace 
Defense Command Detachment Tyndall, in Panama City, 
Florida.

Since his passing, Marty’s family has organized a charity 
in his name: The Marty Brayman Kids Hockey Fund. This 
charity helps kids that are less fortunate to be able to play 
hockey for the season.

“Since Marty was a good friend and teammate of mine, 
I wanted to help,” shares Cpl Alexander Coles, a flight en-
gineer with 407 Squadron. “I’ve organized a 2-day 4-on-4 

tournament called The Marty Brayman Cup that will take 
place on November 21 and 22 at Glacier Gardens. All pro-
ceeds will go towards his charity so another kid can enjoy 
the game of hockey as much as Marty did.”

The Marty Brayman Cup will involve ten teams, double 
elimination. The registration fee is $250 per team, with a 
maximum nine players a team, including a goalie.

“Before the puck drop of the final game, there will be a 
moment of silence for Marty, adds Cpl Coles. “I am hoping 
all the units will support this event, as it is for a great cause.”

To learn more or to register your team, contact Cpl Coles 
at local 7385.

The Marty Brayman Cup
4 on 4 hockey tournament

Glacier Gardens
November 21 + 22

Registration: $250 per team
Supporting that Marty Brayman Kids Hockey Fund


