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GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — 
Israel slammed the Gaza Strip 
with airstrikes on Saturday, 
in a dramatic escalation that 
included bombing the home of  
a senior Hamas leader, killing a 
family of  10 in a refugee camp 

— most of  them children — and 
pulverizing a high-rise that 
housed The Associated Press 
and other media.

The Hamas militant group 
continued a stream of  rocket 
volleys into Israel, including a 
late-night barrage on Tel Aviv. 
One man was killed when a 
rocket hit his home in a suburb 
of  the seaside metropolis.

With a U.S. envoy on the 
ground, calls increased for 
a cease-fire after five days 
of  mayhem that have left at 
least 145 Palestinians dead in 
Gaza — including 41 children 
and 23 women — and eight 
dead on the Israeli side, all 
but one of  them civilians, 
including a 5-year-old child. 
U.S. President Joe Biden, who 
has called for a de-escalation 
but has backed Israel’s 
campaign, spoke separately 
by phone with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

Israel strikes Gaza home of Hamas leader

AP PHOTO/MAHMUD HAMS

A ball of fire erupts from a building housing various 
international media, including The Associated Press, on 
Saturday after an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City.

High-rise that 

housed AP, other 

media outlets 

destroyed in attack

SEE GAZA, 4A

STAFF REPORT

Charlotte Correctional Institution 
officers made sarcastic remarks and 
did nothing to help an inmate who 

had been raped and 
beaten, according to 
a Florida Office of  
the Inspector General 
report.

Paul Mitchell 
Anderson, 27, was 
arrested Friday on 
charges of  sexual 
battery and battery. 

He was booked into the Charlotte 
County Jail, where he was being 
held on a $157,500 bond.

Anderson was an inmate at 
CCI on April 26, 2020, when he 
is accused of  raping, beating 
and binding an inmate’s hands 
with a bed sheet. Anderson is 6 
feet, 6 inches tall, and weighs 185 
pounds, according to his booking 
information provided by the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office. 
The victim is slightly shorter and 
weighs less.

The beatings began around 6 a.m. 
Anderson threatened the inmate by 
saying, “If  you don’t do what I say, 
I’m going to kill you,” states the 
report.

Others heard the victim’s screams 
and yelled, “What are you doing? 
Don’t kill him,” states the report.

A nurse woke up the victim 
around 9 a.m. The report does 
not state what the nurse did or 
why she was there. The report 
continues to state “after the nurse 
left, she slammed the food flap and 
Anderson woke up and beat him 
again.”

“The victim tried several times 
during the day shift to report 
the incident, but the staff would 
make sarcastic remarks and do 
nothing for him,” states the report. 
“Anderson watched him until 
around 11 (p.m.). The victim was 
finally able to write a note and 
wrote ‘he raped me.’”

When the victim saw an officer on 
the night shift, he gave the note to 
the officer who immediately got him 
help, states the report.

CCI inmate 
accused of 

raping, beating 
prisoner

ANDERSON

SEE INMATE, 5A

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

The future of  River Road is a tale of  two roads.
A major transportation route in South Sarasota County, 

River Road is traveled daily by thousands.
Even though it’s two lanes for most of  its length, it 

serves as a main transportation route for commuters, 
visitors and truck drivers, since it connects Interstate 75, 
U.S. 41 and State Road 776.

People in North Port, along with the city’s quickly 
developing Wellen Park subdivision, plus tens of  
thousands living in Englewood on both sides of  the 
Sarasota-Charlotte county line use the road day and 
night.

On average, 19,700 vehicles travel daily on North 
River Road, while 13,100 vehicles travel daily along 

Mapping out River Road’s future

Half of the busy South County road 

is set for a widening project to begin 

this year. The other half is not.

SUN PHOTO BY STEVE REILLY

Traffic narrows into one lane heading south from the 
Interstate 75 interchange on North River Road. That will 
change. The Florida Department of Transportation will be 
adding lanes to North River Road from I-75 interchange 
to the U.S. 41 intersection.
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SEE FUTURE, 5A

INSIDE
Protesters in major U.S. cities 

decry airstrikes over Gaza.

See page 8A
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Florida COVID-19  
by the numbers
(As of 8:20 p.m. May 15)

• Global cases: 162,187,844

• Global deaths: 3,364,498

• U.S. cases: 32,922,963

• U.S. deaths: 585,702

• Florida cases:  2,289,522

• Florida deaths:  36,776

• Charlotte County cases: 
13,112

• Charlotte County deaths: 425

• DeSoto County cases: 4,371

• DeSoto County deaths: 93

• Lee County cases: 72,043

• Lee County deaths: 986

• Sarasota County cases: 33,188

• Sarasota County deaths: 829

Most cases in Florida: Dade 

County (494,374); Broward County 

(241,765); Palm Beach County 

(146,538); Orange (140,372); 

Hillsborough (139,931)

SOURCE: FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH

ALMANAC
Today is Sunday, May 16, the 

136th day of 2021. There are 229 

days left in the year.

First food stamp program

On May 16, 1939, the federal 

government began its first food 

stamp program in Rochester, New 

York.

On this date

In 1770, Marie Antoinette, age 14, 

married the future King Louis XVI 

of France, who was 15.

In 1868, at the U.S. Senate 

impeachment trial of President 

Andrew Johnson, 35 out of 

54 senators voted to find 

Johnson guilty of “high crimes 

and misdemeanors” over his 

attempted dismissal of Secretary 

of War Edwin M. Stanton, falling 

one vote short of the two-thirds 

majority needed to convict; the 

trial ended 10 days later after two 

other articles of impeachment 

went down to defeat as well.

In 1943, the nearly month-long 

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising came to 

an end as German forces crushed 

the Jewish resistance and blew up 

the Great Synagogue.

In 1966, China launched the 

Cultural Revolution, a radical as 

well as deadly reform movement 

aimed at purging the country of 

“counter-revolutionaries.”

In 1975, Japanese climber Junko 

Tabei became the first woman 

to reach the summit of Mount 

Everest.

In 1988, the U.S. Supreme 

Court, in California v. Greenwood, 

ruled that police could search 

discarded garbage without a 

search warrant. Surgeon General 

C. Everett Koop released a report 

declaring nicotine was addictive 

in ways similar to heroin and 

cocaine.

In 1990, death claimed 

entertainer Sammy Davis Jr. 

in Los Angeles at age 64 and 

“Muppets” creator Jim Henson in 

New York at age 53.

In 1991, Queen Elizabeth II 

became the first British monarch 

to address the United States 

Congress as she lauded U.S.-

British cooperation in the Persian 

Gulf War.

In 1997, President Bill Clinton 

publicly apologized for the 

notorious Tuskegee experiment, 

in which government scientists 

deliberately allowed Black men 

to weaken and die of treatable 

syphilis.

In 2006, the Pentagon released 

the first video images of American 

Airlines Flight 77 crashing into the 

military headquarters and killing 

189 people on 9/11.

Today’s birthdays

Former U.S. Senator and 

Connecticut Governor Lowell 

Weicker is 90. Former Director 

of National Intelligence Dan 

Coats is 78. Jazz musician Billy 

Cobham is 77. Actor Danny Trejo 

is 77. Actor Bill Smitrovich is 74. 

Actor Pierce Brosnan is 68. Actor 

Debra Winger is 66. Olympic gold 

medal gymnast Olga Korbut is 65. 

Olympic gold medal marathon 

runner Joan Benoit Samuelson 

is 63. Actor Mare Winningham is 

62. Rock musician Boyd Tinsley 

(The Dave Matthews Band) is 

57. Singer Janet Jackson is 55. 

Country singer Scott Reeves 

(Blue County) is 55. Actor 

Brian (BREE’-un) F. O’Byrne is 

54. R&B singer Ralph Tresvant 

(New Edition) is 53. Actor 

David Boreanaz is 52. Political 

commentator Tucker Carlson 

is 52. Actor Tracey Gold is 52. 

International Tennis Hall of Famer 

Gabriela Sabatini is 51.  Musician 

Simon Katz is 50. TV personality 

Bill Rancic is 50. Actor Khary 

Payton is 49. Rapper Special Ed is 

49. Actor Tori Spelling is 48. Actor 

Sean Carrigan is 47. Singer-rapper 

B. Slade (formerly known as 

Tonex) is 46. Actor Lynn Collins is 

44. Actor Melanie Lynskey is 44. 

Actor Jim Sturgess is 43. Actor 

Joseph Morgan is 40. DJ Alex Pall 

(The Chainsmokers) is 36. Actor 

Megan Fox is 35. 

Bible verse

“And if thine eye offend thee, 

pluck it out: it is better for thee 

to enter into the kingdom of God 

with one eye, than having two 

eyes to be cast into hell fire.”  

— MARK 9:47.

Jesus gives us an idea of  the 
awfulness of  Hell. He came to 
save us from that place. Will 
you accept Jesus as your Sav-
ior? He loves you.

Your treatment.

Our Journey.
We are dedicated to serving our cancer patients and have 
extensive COVID-19 safety and protection protocols in place.

A cancer diagnosis can feel unexpected, leaving you questioning what to do next. 
But, within 72 hours, Florida Cancer Specialists gives you and your family the 
comfort of a personalized treatment plan. Our experienced doctors and nurses 
provide immunotherapy, the latest technologies from clinical trials and targeted 

that’s close to home, we’re always here to make treatment simple and clear. 

By your side – every step of the way.  

Lalit Aneja, MD
Alexander Glick, MD
Paul W. Gonter, MD

Blessy Mathew Jacob, MD
Mehnaz Junagadhwalla, MD
Robin Lifton, MD

Christopher Lobo, MD
Noel A. Maun, MD, PhD
Ivor Percent, MD
Arsh Singh, MD 
Andres O. Soriano, MD

Caring for patients at our four Port Charlotte, Venice & Englewood locations.

*All required paperwork must be provided at time of referral.

NEWLY DIAGNOSED CANCER PATIENTS

SEEN WITHIN

HOURS*

ACCESS TO

NATIONAL 
CLINICAL TRIALS

FLCancer.com 
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Just North of 
Cochran Blvd.

941.624.5555

Port Charlotte 
Murdock Plaza

Look for the big 

Founders
Bill & Mary Alice Smith

BillSmith.com

1700 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

M-S 9:30am-5:30pm 
Sun 11am-5pm

Appliances & Electronics

- Shop Your Way -

Shop

In Person
6 Locations

BillSmith.com
Virtually

1-888-BillSmith
Call us

SALE!
$949
DRYER GFD85ESSN

28” Front Load 
Smart Washer with 

5.0 cu.ft.

28” 7.8 cu.ft. 
Front Load Smart 

Electric Dryer

SALE!
$949

WASHER GFW850SSN

MATCHING 
DRYER

Power
SteamPowerSteam

SALE!

SALE!SALE!

SALE! 65”  $599

43”  $32955”  $449

75”  $899
UN65TU7000FUN75TU7000F

UN43TU7000FUN55TU7000F

SALE!SSSSASASASASASAS LE! 65” $5999999975” $899

Purchase           or more kitchen appliances 
and get package discounts and big rebates!

MATCHING 
DRYER

SALE!
$899
PDT715SYNFS

!

24” Fully  
Integrated  

Built-In  
Dishwasher 

with 
16 Place Settings

24” Smart Fully  
Integrated  
Dishwasher  

with 15 Place 
Settings

24” 
Fully Integrated 
Dishwasher with 
16 Place Settings

30” Freestanding 
Electric Range  
with 4 Element  

Burners, 5.3 cu.ft. 
oven capacity

SALE!
$1,699

SALE!
$749

LSE4613BDJB645EKES

30” Slide-in 
Electric Range 

6.3 cu.ft.

SALE!
$849

SHS863WD5N 

SALE!
$849

LDP6810SS

1.8 cu.ft. 1,000w  
over-range microwave

ME19R7041FS

22.1 cu.ft. 
Counter Depth 
French Door 
Refrigerator

15 Place Settings, 
LoDecibel Quiet 

Operation

H 693/4” x W 353/4” x D 311/4”

LFXC22526S

LREL6325F

LDFN4542STrue 
Convection

30” Self-Cleaning 
Slide-In range

2.0 cu.ft. 1,000w  
over-range microwave

H 707/8” x W 357/8” x D 311/2”

Convection
KRFC704FSS

KSEG700ESS

KMHS120ESS

H 701/16“ x W 357/8” x D 331/2”

36” 
27.4  cu.ft.  

Side by Side 
Refrigerator

RS27T5200SR

48dBA sound level

DW80R5060US

30” Freestanding 
Range

 NE59R4321SS

Fan
Convection

2.0 cu.ft. Over-the-Range 
Microwave Oven

LMV2031SS

Save
$1,203!

Save
$1,280!

save
$692!

24” Top Control 
Built-In Dishwasher

KDTM404KPS

23.8 cu.ft. 
French Door 
Refrigerator

Counter-Depth

Counter-Depth

REBATE

MSRP: $8,198

SALE
$7,506

AFTER $200 
MAIL-IN REBATE

® Copyright Bill Smith, Inc. 2021. All rights reserved. *See store for details. Finance offers available to approved applicants on retail sales only. Minimum or equal payments required. †Price Match Guarantee does not apply to internet quotes, companies in bankruptcy, outlet stores, warehouse-type reduced service companies, early-bird specials, limited time offers or limited quantity items. If you find an identical 
model in a carton from a local stocking dealer we will refund the difference. Factory rebates elegible on applicable models only. No dealers. Closeout specials in limited quantities. All models not at all locations. Prices valid through 5/16/21. Manufacturer rebates valid through date of Ad. See store for additional details.

 Family Owned & Operated since 1954
 145 1st Place Reader’s Choice Awards
 Lowest Price Guaranteed

12-Months No-Interest Financing
 Largest Brand Selection
 Company Owned Service Center

est. 1954

est. 1954

 Expert Advice. Always the Best Price BILL SMITH SERVICE 
CENTER 

Toll-Free: 800.226.1127 
Lee: 239.334.1121

APPLIANCE PARTS 
Toll-Free: 888.229.3862

27” 4.2 cu.ft. Top Load 
Washer

27” 7.2 cu.ft. Long Vent 
Electric Dryer

H 72” x W 355/8” x D 281/2” H 687/8” x W 353/4” x D 303/4”

36” 15 cu.ft. Smart French Door Refrigerator 36” 23.5 cu.ft. 3-Door French Smart Refrigerator

36” 27 cu.ft. French Door Refrigerator 

H 697/8” x W 355/8” x D 363/8”

SALE!
$3,099

B36CT80SNS

27” 4.5 cu.ft. Smart 
Front Load Washer

27” 7.4 cu.ft. Smart 
Electric Dryer

SALE!
$899

WASHER WM4000HWA

SALE!
$899
DRYER DLEX4200W

MATCHING 
DRYER

SALE!
$1,949

GNE27JYMFS

SALE!
DRYER GTD42EASJWW

$649

SALE!
$649

WASHER GTW465ASNWW

H 697/8” x W 353/4” x D 361/4”

36” 27.8 cu.ft. French Door  
Refrigerator

PFE28KYN

Tall Tub Dishwasher 
with Fully Integrated 

Controls

PDP715SYN

2.1 cu.ft. 1,050w  
over-range microwave

PVM9005SJSS

Save
$1,230! REBATE

SALE

AFTER $500 
MAIL-IN REBATE

MSRP: $5,918

$4,688

SALE!
$3,399

LRFXC2416S

SALE! 65”  $999
65NANO85

SALE! 55”  $799
55NANO85

SALE! 49”  $599
49NANO85

4K Smart UHD NanoCell TV w/ AI ThinQ®

webOS + ThinQ AI w/ Magic Remote

4k Ultra HD

4K Crystal UHD 2160p LED Smart TV with HDR

75”LED 55”LED 43”LED65”LED 65”LED

55”LED

49”LED

36” 27.8 cu.ft. French Door Refrigerator

H 697/8“ x W 353/4” x D 363/4”

SALE!
$2,749

PFE28KYNFS
6.3 cu.ft. Oven Capacity

TwinChill

TwinChill

Convection

PB935YP

30” Smart Free-
Standing Range

Counter-Depth

Steam 
Technology TurboSteam™

True 
Convection

SALE!
$1,699

JS760SPSS

30” Electric 
Range with 5 Ra-
diant Elements, 

5.3 cu.ft.

MSRP: $5,399
MSRP: $4,199

SALE
SALE $4,452

$2,996 AFTER $457 
MAIL-IN REBATE

REBATE

Build Your Own Package Deal!

Celebrating 67 Years  of Serving Southwest Florida!

End of Season

Sale & 
Clearance!
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and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas.

Still, Israel stepped up its 
assault, vowing to shatter the 
capabilities of  Gaza’s Hamas 
rulers. The week of  deadly vio-
lence, set off by a Hamas rocket 
Monday, came after weeks 
of  mounting tensions and 
heavy-handed Israeli measures 
in contested Jerusalem.

On Saturday, Israel bombed 
the home of  Khalil al-Hayeh, a 
senior figure in Hamas’ politi-
cal branch, saying the building 
served as part of  the group’s 
“terrorist infrastructure.” 
There was no immediate report 
on al-Hayeh’s fate or on any 
casualties.

The bombing of  al-Hayeh’s 
home showed Israel was 
expanding its campaign beyond 
just the group’s military 
commanders. Israel says it 
has killed dozens in Hamas’ 
military branch, though Hamas 
and the smaller group Islamic 
Jihad have only acknowledged 
20 dead members.

Since the conflict began, 
Israel has leveled a number of  
Gaza City’s tallest office and 
residential buildings, alleging 
they house elements of  the 
Hamas military infrastructure. 
On Saturday, it turned to the 
12-story al-Jalaa Building, 
where the offices of  the AP, the 
TV network Al-Jazeera and 
other media outlets are located, 
along with several floors of  
apartments.

“The campaign will continue 
as long as it is required,” 
Netanyahu said in a televised 
speech on Saturday evening. He 
alleged that Hamas military in-
telligence was operating inside 
the building. Israel routinely 
cites a Hamas presence as a 
reason for targeting certain 
locations in airstrikes, includ-
ing residential buildings. The 
military also has accused the 
militant group of  using jour-
nalists as human shields, but 
provided no evidence to back 
up the claims.

The AP has operated from 
the building for 15 years, 
including through three 

previous wars between Israel 
and Hamas, without being 
targeted directly. During those 
conflicts as well as the current 
one, the news agency’s cameras 
from its top floor office and 
roof  terrace offered 24-hour 
live shots as militants’ rockets 
arched toward Israel and Israeli 
airstrikes hammered the city 
and its surroundings.

In the afternoon, the military 
called the building’s owner and 
warned a strike would come 
within an hour. AP staffers 
and other occupants evacuated 
safely .

Soon after, three missiles hit 
the building and destroyed it, 
bringing it crashing down in a 
giant cloud of  dust.

“The world will know less 
about what is happening in 
Gaza because of  what happened 
today,” AP President and CEO 
Gary Pruitt said in a statemen 
t. “We are shocked and horri-
fied that the Israeli military 
would target and destroy the 
building housing AP’s bureau 
and other news organizations 
in Gaza.”

“This is an incredibly 
disturbing development. We 
narrowly avoided a terrible loss 
of  life,” he said, adding that the 
AP was seeking information 
from the Israeli government 
and was engaged with the U.S. 

State Department to learn 
more.

Mostefa Souag, acting direc-
tor-general of  Al-Jazeera Media 
Network, called the strike a 
“war crime” aiming to “silence 
the media and to hide the 
untold carnage and suffering of  
the people of  Gaza.”

Later in the day, White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki tweeted that the U.S. had 
“communicated directly to the 
Israelis that ensuring the safety 
and security of  journalists and 
independent media is a para-
mount responsibility.”

In the early hours Saturday, 
another airstrike hit an apart-
ment building in Gaza City’s 
densely populated Shati refugee 
camp, killing two women and 
eight children.

Mohammed Hadidi told 
reporters that his wife and her 
brother’s wife had gathered at 
the house with their children to 
celebrate the Eid al-Fitr holiday 
ending the Islamic holy month 
of  Ramadan. The only survivor 
was Hadidi’s 5-month-old son, 
Omar.

The blast left the children’s 
bedroom covered in rubble and 
smashed the salon. Amid the 
wreckage were children’s toys, 
a Monopoly board game and, 
sitting on the kitchen counter, 
unfinished plates of  food from 

the holiday gathering.
“There was no warning ... 

You filmed people eating and 
then you bombed them?” a 
neighbor, Jamal Al-Naji, said, 
referring to Israel’s surveil-
lance over the Gaza Strip.

The Israeli military did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

In his call with Netanyahu, 
Biden expressed his “strong 
support” for Israel’s campaign 
but raised concern about civil-
ian casualties and protection 
of  journalists, the White House 
said.

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin tweeted Saturday that 
he had spoken again with 
Israeli Defense Minister Benny 
Gantz and reaffirmed Israel’s 
right to defend itself  and 
condemned “Hamas’ deliberate 
targeting of  Israeli citizens.” 
Austin added: “I also expressed 
my hope that calm can be 
restored soon.”

The bombings took place a 
day after U.S. diplomat Hady 
Amr arrived in Israel as part 
of  Washington’s efforts to 
de-escalate the conflict. Israel 
turned down an Egyptian 
proposal for a one-year 
truce that Hamas rulers 
had accepted, an Egyptian 
intelligence official said Friday 
on condition of  anonymity to 

discuss the negotiations.
Mediators from Egypt, which 

works closely with Israel on 
security issues and shares a 
border with the Hamas-ruled 
Gaza Strip, appeared to be 
growing alarmed. The intelli-
gence official said Egypt hopes 
the U.S. intervention could halt 
the Israeli assault. The U.N. 
Security Council was set to 
meet Sunday.

The tensions began in east 
Jerusalem earlier this month, 
when Palestinians protested 
attempts by settlers to forcibly 
evict a number of  Palestinian 
families from their homes 
and Israeli police measures at 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, a frequent 
flashpoint located on a mount 
in the Old City revered by 
Muslims and Jews.

Hamas fired rockets toward 
Jerusalem late Monday, 
triggering the Israeli assault on 
Gaza. Since then, Hamas has 
fired more than 2,000 rockets, 
though most have either fallen 
short or been intercepted by 
anti-missile defenses. Israel’s 
warplanes and artillery have 
struck hundreds of  targets 
around blockaded Gaza, where 
some 2 million Palestinians live.

The turmoil has also spilled 
over elsewhere, fueling protests 
in the occupied West Bank 
and stoking violence within 
Israel between its Jewish and 
Arab citizens, with clashes and 
vigilante attacks on people and 
property.

Palestinians on Saturday 
marked the Day of  al-Nakba, or 
“the Catastrophe,” commem-
orating the estimated 700,000 
people who were expelled from 
or fled their homes in what 
was now Israel during the 1948 
war surrounding its creation. 
Thousands of  Arab Israelis 
marched in a Nakba rally in 
the northern Israeli city of  
Sukhnin, and scattered protests 
took place in the West Bank.

Palestinian health officials 
reported the deaths of  two 
Palestinians by Israeli fire in 
the West Bank on Saturday. 
One of  the shootings occurred 
when the army said it thwarted 
an alleged car ramming.

GAZA
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Draped with flags of Palestine and others carrying them in hand, hundreds of people on 
Saturday demonstrate at the Hauptwache in Frankfurt/Main, Germany.
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The Parkinson’s Expo will feature presentations from medical experts on 

treatment options, the latest in research, managing the non-motor 

aspects of the disease, and more. Special virtual movement breaks with 

skilled instructors will take place throughout the day to keep you moving. 

EXCLUSIVE PRESENTING SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of Sarasota  •  Pro-Motion Notions  •  Trulieve

DIAMOND SPONSORS PLATINUM SPONSORS

Sponsorship Opportunities Available.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 

If you are unable to register online call 941-926-6413 ext. 105.

SATURDAY
JUNE 12, 2021

A  V I R T U A L  I N T E R A C T I V E  E X P E R I E N C E

9:00AM (EST)

FREE EVENT
REGISTER NOW AT 

NEUROCHALLENGE.ORG/EXPO

FEATURING A PANEL DISCUSSION WITH
MICHAEL OKUN, MD AND TEAM AT UF HEALTH

FOR A FULL LIST OF SPEAKERS AND TOPICS VISIT NEUROCHALLENGE.ORG/EXPO

� L I V E  Q & A  W I T H  A L L  P R E S E N T E R S    �
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855-516-1838

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 

©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc.

CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2021

TRANSFORM YOUR 
BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

FOR 18 MONTHS

• Over 850 Authorized Dealers in North America
• 

• Lifetime Warranty
• Made in the U.S.A.

$500 OFF
FOR

OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available
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DNA taken from the sex assault 
examination matched Anderson’s, 
states the report. Florida Department 
of  Law Enforcement officials 
provided those results to the state on 

June 16, 2020.
Anderson currently is serving 

three years and four months for Leon 
County charges of  aggravated battery 
and battery on law enforcement, 
firefighter, EMS, etc.

Florida Department of  Corrections 
officials could not be reached for 
comment Saturday.

INMATE
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South River Road, state 
transportation records 
show.

From Jan. 1, 2020, to 
May 13, 2021, the state 
received reports of  102 
vehicle crashes along 
North and South River 
Road. During the same 
time period, two fatal 
crashes occurred on 
North River Road and 
two other fatal collisions 
happened along South 
River Road.

Changes are in the 
works for part — but not 
all — of  the road:

A project to widen and 
raise North River Road 
from U.S. 41 to the I-75 
interchange is scheduled 
to start this year.

However, those driving 
South River Road 
between Tamiami Trail 
and Englewood should 
not expect any immediate 
changes.

NORTH RIVER ROAD
North River Road has 

made it to the state’s 
project list for some 
major improvements.

The Florida 
Department of  
Transportation has 
identified $12 million 
from Sarasota County 
and $52 million in state 
transportation funds 
to pay for widening 
the existing two-lane 
roadway to six lanes from 
U.S. 41 to Center Road, 
and to four lanes from 
Center Road to I-75.

State transportation 
officials expect to select a 
contractor for the project 
next month and have a 
contract in July. Workers 
and equipment should 
start clearing the roadway 
in preparation for 
construction along North 
River Road in the fall.

The five-mile stretch 
of  roadway will 
also be raised. State 
transportation criteria 
requires the pavement 
base of  the roadway to be 
raised to 3 feet above the 
groundwater table. FDOT 
has incorporated an 
additional requirement 
for North River Road that 
calls for roadway lanes be 
raised above the 100-year 
flood elevation.

No new traffic lights 
are planned. The 
intersections with traffic 
signals — West Villages 
Parkway, 
Center Road 
and Venice 
Avenue — will 
remain as they 
are now.

“The 
corridor 
continues to 
be evaluated 
for additional 
signalized 
intersections, 
but, at this 
time, only the 
three existing 
signalized 
intersections 
are included 
in the 
North River Road 
improvements,” FDOT 
spokesman Brian Rick 
said.

SOUTH RIVER ROAD
South River Road is 

another story.
The state 

transportation 
officials took over the 
maintenance of  North 
River Road — from 
the I-75 interchange 
to U.S. 41 intersection 
— from Sarasota 
County two years ago. 
However, South River 
Road from U.S. 41 to 

Winchester Boulevard 
and the Pine Street 
intersection remains the 
responsibility of  Sarasota 
County.

“Not only does the 
road need to be widened, 
it needs to have a safe, 
away-from-the-road, 
bike lanes,” Englewood 
resident Carol McCoy 
said.

“There should not be 
any development allowed 
until this happens. 
Kicking the can down the 
road isn’t helpful,” said 
McCoy, who regularly 
travels River Road for 
local trips to Venice and 
other local destinations. 
But improving the entire 
River Road roadway has 
a more vital role for all 
of  Englewood and Cape 
Haze residents.

“We need a reliable 
hurricane evacuation 
route” she said. “Should 
have been done long 
ago.”

In the late 1990s and 
early 2000s, before 
Winchester Boulevard 
was built from South 
River Road to Placida 
Road, what was 
then dubbed as the 
“Englewood Interstate 
Connector,” included 
all of  River Road as a 

vital link for 
Englewood 
and Cape Haze 
hurricane 
evacuation. 
The connector 
was the 
Sarasota-
Manatee 
Metropolitan 
Planning 
Organization’s 
fourth-highest 
priority for 
the region, 
according to 
newspaper 
articles from 
in 1999.

However, 
that was before FDOT 
agreed to take over 
responsibility for North 
River Road. Since then, 
any road improvements 
to South River Road 
appear to have slipped 
from county priorities.

With South River Road 
bordering the Myakka 
State Forest, McCoy also 
suggested whenever 
the South River Road 
is widened, the county 
should consider wildlife 
overpasses like FDOT 
has along other roadways 
throughout the state.

Like McCoy, Venice 

resident and motorist, 
George Jandreau 
regularly travels River 
Road to travel to local 
destinations. He’ll also 
use River Road as an 
alternate route to I-75.

“Expansion is here 
and is almost certain to 
continue with a lot (of  
growth) having taken 
place in recent years 
and probably much 
more planned for the 
near future,” Jandreau 
said. “So I would say, 
definitely, it doesn’t make 
sense to only partially 
widen (River Road).”

MAPPING THE FUTURE
Jandreau is right. 

Englewood should 
definitely gear up for a 
burst of  new homes.

Sarasota County 
commissioners recently 
approved a critical area 
plan for Winchester 
Ranch, a proposed 
development on 3,660 
acres adjacent to River 
Road in the Englewood 
area.

When buildout is 
accomplished — which 
is expected to take 
decades — the new 
subdivision will stretch 
from just east State Road 
776 to the Myakka Pines 
golf  course and past 
Winchester Boulevard. 
The subdivision calls for 
8,999 new homes in the 
Englewood area.

No detailed 
development, 
construction or other 
plans have been filed 
with the county. Traffic 
studies will be also be 
included when detailed 
plans to move forward 
with the development 
are submitted for county 
review.

No one, however, 
should hold their breath 
for a South River Road 
expansion from the U.S. 
41 intersection to the 
Winchester Boulevard or 
Pine Street intersections. 
Improvements to South 
River Road are not part 
of  the county’s five-year 
capital improvements 
program (CIP).

Sarasota County 
Commissioner Ron 
Cutsinger, who is also 
an Englewood resident, 
wants to change that.

“My goal is to get it 
accelerated,” Cutsinger 
said of  South River 
Road. “I am looking into 
a variety of  funding 
(options).”

Cutsinger believes 
South River Road should 
be viewed as a priority 
now, rather than later. 
The good news, he said, 
is the county already 
has the right of  way it 

will need to expand the 
roadway and provide 
adequate stormwater 
drainage.

Out of  the seven-mile 
roadway, two miles of  
South River Road fall 

within the city limits of  
North Port.

While Sarasota County 
oversees maintenance 
of  South River Road, 
North Port spokesman 
Joshua Taylor said, “I 
would suspect that North 
Port will be asked to 
contribute when a plan is 
ultimately made by those 
who own and maintain 
it.”

That day may be 
coming, but when, no one 
can say, at least for now.

Email: steve.reilly@
yoursun.com

FUTURE
FROM PAGE 1A

Just The Facts
19,700: The average number of vehicles that travel 

each day on North River Road.

13,100: The average number of vehicles that travel 

each day on South River Road.

102: Vehicle crashes on North and South River Road 

from Jan. 1, 2020, to May 13, 2021.

4: Fatal crashes during that time period.

“My goal 
is to get it 

accelerated. 
I am looking 
into a variety 

of funding 
(options).”
Ron Cutsinger

Sarasota County 

Commissioner

“There should not be any 
development allowed until this 

happens. Kicking the can down the 
road isn’t helpful.”

Carol McCoy
Englewood resident

PHOTO PROVIDED

Emergency workers on the scene of a two-vehicle crash June 22, 2020, on River Road. A Venice man died and a Port Charlotte man was 
hospitalized in critical condition.

SUN FILE PHOTO BY CHRIS PORTER 

Traffic makes its way through a waterlogged section of South River Road in this 
2013 file photo.

FIT OF YOUR LIFE EVENT

Don’t change your body, just change your bra!
Do your bra straps slip? Does the back ride up? Is it just uncomfortable?

addition, Dillard’s will donate 

$2* to the National Breast 

shapewear piece purchased

BONUS: 
when you make an $80 Natori 

BONUS: 

TUESDAY, MAY 18
DILLARD’S PORT CHARLOTTE TOWN CENTER

11 AM - 7 PM

* Dillard’s will donate an aggregate guaranteed 
maximum amount of $40,000 to National Breast 

Cancer Foundation, Inc.® in 2021.

TODAY, LAST DAY OF SWIM WEEKEND!
Receive a handheld fan* with any regular-price Ladies swimwear 

purchase of $120 or more! *Quantities limited, while supplies last.
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Your Money

Name That Company
I trace my roots back more 

than 230 years, to the 1790 
Boston founding of Henry 
Wood & Company. In the 1820s, 
as Americans moved west 

and began farming, I stopped 
 importing wheat from England. I 
took on a mythical name in 1896. In 

1984, I moved to Norwich,  Vermont, 
and soon after debuted a  catalog for 
 bakers. My website, launched in 1996, 
offers around 1,000 products and 
over 2,000 recipes; I opened a  baking 

school in 2000. In 2004, I became 100% 
employee-owned, and then became a 

B Corp in 2007, committing to serve all 
 stakeholders. Who am I?

Think you know the answer? We’ll announce it in next week’s edition.

review. Checking the “Jobs” or 
“Career Opportunities” section will 
offer insight into how intensely 
the company is hiring, and in what 
fields.

• Many major brokerages these 
days provide detailed research 
reports prepared by Wall Street ana-
lysts and other professionals from 
a variety of sources. These can 
help you quickly learn more about 
various companies, how they make 
their money, challenges they’re fac-
ing and how promising their futures 
are. A simple “buy,” “hold” or 
“sell” rating from an analyst doesn’t 
tell you much, but a report of sev-
eral pages can be very enlightening. 

• At websites such as Finance.
Yahoo.com, Morningstar.com and 
Fool.com, you can enter a com-
pany’s name or ticker symbol and 
find a lot of data, news and articles. 
Don’t forget the business section of 
your local newspaper, either!

• To learn more about various 
industries, try searching online 
using terms such as “introduction to 
banking,” “trends in retail” or “the 
energy industry.” The savvier you 
become, the better your investing 
results should be.

The Motley Fool Take

Barking Up the 
Right Tree

Petco Health and Wellness (Nas-
daq: WOOF) went public earlier this 
year, and there hasn’t been much 
enthusiasm surrounding the stock. 
However, for long-term investors, 
this could be a great opportunity to 
invest in an undervalued stock.

The pandemic has had many 
people, in search of extra compan-
ionship at home, adopting pets and 
spending money on them. In 2020, 
the pet industry posted a record 
$103.6 billion in sales, per the 
American Pet Products Association 
(APPA).

The APPA expects further growth 
ahead — in part because unlike typi-
cal consumer products with limited 
shelf lives, pets may require care for 
many years. For businesses selling 
pet supplies and offering veterinary 
services — like Petco — that means 
more recurring revenue.

In fiscal 2020, Petco reported 
 revenue up 11% year over year, 
to $4.9 billion. On a cash basis, 
the business looks strong; it also 
reported that its free cash flow 
totaled $109.1 million, which was  
a big improvement from negative 
free cash flow in fiscal 2019.

If Petco can continue cashing in 
on a rise in pet care, its shares could 
prove to be a bargain for long-term 
investors. With a recent market 
value of just $7.2 billion, the stock is 
trading at a cheap price-to-sales ratio 
of just around 1. While competition 
in the pet care space is intense, Petco 
has a major position in the market.

Ask the Fool

My Dumbest Investment

Don’t Buy on  
the Rumor

My dumbest investment was 
buying shares of a company that I 
thought was going to get taken over. 
The market clearly was saying it was 
never going to happen, but I didn’t 
listen. Ugh. — P.L.W., Calgary

The Fool Responds: There’s 
an old saying, advising investors to 
“buy on the rumor, sell on the news.” 
The thinking is that as a rumor 
spreads about a possible buyout of 
one company by another, excited 
investors snap up shares of the pre-
sumed acquisition target, sending its 
stock price up. Then, once the acqui-
sition is announced, they can sell for 
a profit. It doesn’t always work out 
that way, though, as many forecasted 
happenings never happen. If you 
hear of a looming acquisition and 
the target stock is not moving, that 
could mean that the rumor isn’t very 
widespread — or that the possible 
acquisition hasn’t excited investors.

It may seem thrilling if it’s sud-
denly announced that a company 
you own shares of is being bought 
by another company, but that’s not 
always the best investing outcome. 
Companies are frequently bought 
out at a premium price, giving 
their stocks a big bump — perhaps 
10%, 20% or even 30%. After that, 
though, shareholders may simply 
end up receiving some cash for their 
shares — or shares in a slower-
growing company. They may end 
up wishing the acquired company 
could have been left to keep growing 
briskly on its own.

The Fed, 
Explained

QWhat’s “the Fed”?  — A.T., 
Ely, Minnesota

ACreated in 1913, the Federal 
Reserve is America’s central 

bank, responsible for manag-
ing monetary policy to optimize 
employment, inflation and interest 
rates; monitoring and promoting the 
health and safety of U.S. financial 
institutions; and protecting consum-
ers — among many other duties. Its 
Federal Reserve Board of governors 
is appointed by the president and 
confirmed by the Senate, and it’s 
accountable to Congress. The Fed 
encompasses 12 Federal Reserve 
banks across the country and the 
Federal Open Market Committee, 
which manages the nation’s money 
supply. You can learn more about 
the Fed at FederalReserve.gov.

***

QI know that Warren Buffett is 
famous for his educational and 

informative annual letters to share-
holders. What other CEOs issue let-
ters worth reading? — P.H., Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana

AIt’s a good idea to read 
the letters from CEOs of 

the companies in which you’re 
invested. Beyond that, some of 
the many other informative and 
often educational letters include 
those from Markel co-CEO Tom 
Gayner, Alleghany CEO Weston 
Hicks, Fairfax Financial Holdings 
CEO Prem Watsa, Cimpress CEO 
Robert Keane, Sykes Enterprises 
CEO Charles Sykes, Trupa-
nion CEO Darryl Rawlings, 
and past letters from Amazon.
com CEO Jeff Bezos, who is step-
ping down. BlackRock CEO Larry 
Fink’s annual letters to CEOs are 
also good.

JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie 
Dimon’s letters are worth a read, 
too. And anyone who hasn’t been 
reading Warren Buffett’s letters  
can find all of them at Berkshire-
Hathaway.com. Various studies, 
such as those by Rittenhouse Rank-
ings, have linked candid CEO letters 
with companies that outperform. 
You may not understand some 
jargon or industry metrics in some 
good CEO letters, but you’ll likely 
walk away at least a little smarter.

Want more information about stocks? 
Send us an email to foolnews@fool.com.

Fool’s School

Resources for 
Research

For best results when investing in 
stocks, do some deep digging into 
the companies you’re considering 
first. You’ll want to ensure that 
each is healthy and growing, 
with competitive advan-
tages, a rosy future and an 
appealing price.

It can take a while to get good at 
evaluating possible investments. 
Some books that can help are “The 
Little Book of Value Investing” 
by Christopher H. Browne, “The 
Little Book That Builds Wealth: 
The Knockout Formula for Finding 
Great Investments” by Pat Dorsey 
and “The Little Book of Valua-
tion: How to Value a Company, 
Pick a Stock and Profit” by Aswath 
Damodaran (all Wiley, $25).

You’ll also find many research 
resources online:

• Start at a company’s own web-
site, and click on links with labels 
such as “About Us” or “Investors.” 
The latter should feature annual 
reports and earnings reports to 
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LAST WEEK’S TRIVIA ANSWER
I trace my roots back to 1886, when I was formed in Pennsylva-

nia as a water and gas business. I bought and sold many compa-
nies and then went bankrupt in 1913, but reorganized and survived. 
In 1947, I reportedly had assets of $183 million when an eighth-
grade dropout bought me in an auction for $13 million. In 2008, 
I began trading on the New York Stock Exchange. Today, with a 
market value recently topping $28 billion, I’m America’s biggest 
and most geographically diverse publicly traded water and waste-
water utility company, serving some 15 million people in 46 states. 
Who am I? (Answer: American Water Works)

Want to Invest? Email us at foolnews@fool.com, and we’ll 
send you some tips to start investing. Sorry, we can’t provide 
 individual financial advice.

Dear Dave,
My husband and I are both 

29, and we have good jobs that 
allow us to bring home $100,000 
a year combined. Recently, we 
began talking about starting 
a family. We live on a budget, 
but we still have about $15,000 
in credit card debt and student 
loans we’re working hard to 
pay off. Do you think couples 
should wait until they are debt-
free to have children?
— Missy

Dear Missy,
You and your husband are 

chipping away at your debt, and 

that’s a good thing. It sounds 
like you two are determined to 
get it paid off and take control 
of  your finances. You’re also 
making pretty good money, so 
keep up the good work!

Ok, so the truth is kids can be 
expensive. From medical costs 
and diapers, to childcare and 
beyond, it costs money to raise 
a family. But here’s the thing: 
If  you let money alone, or the 
perfect financial situation, 
determine whether you have 
kids or not, you may never have 

them. Now, would it be easier 
from a financial standpoint 
only to wait on having kids 
until you’re debt-free and 
there’s a huge pile of  cash in 
the bank? Sure, it would. But 
children are worth more than 
any amount of  money. If  you 
love each other and want to 
be parents, and you’re mature 
adults in every other area, don’t 
let this debt stop you. 

A child isn’t going to derail 
your journey to financial peace. 
Having kids might cause you 

to press pause for a while on 
some financial matters, or slow 
your pace a little bit, but as 
long as you both stay focused 
and determined to manage 
your money wisely, chances are 
things will work out fine.

Just don’t make the mistake 
lots of  parents do — especially 
first-time parents. Many of  
them think they have to run 
out and buy a new, “safer” car, 
spend a fortune on a fancy crib, 

DAVE RAMSEY
Columnist

More than any amount of money

SEE RAMSEY, 7A

Absolute Blinds Has A Window Treatment For You
Absolute Blinds is a family-owned and 

operated business running continually 

for three generations in Charlotte County 

since 2000. Absolute Blinds is one of the 

largest and most successful licensed 

window treatment companies in 

Southwest Florida. With honest pricing, 

vertical blinds made while you wait, 

free consultation from a professional 

decorator, and the best selection 

available, Absolute Blinds can fulfi ll all 

your window treatment needs. An array 

of verticals, wood plantation shutters, 

horizontals, mini-blinds, pleated shades, 

top treatments, cornices, draperies, Flair 

21’s ADO wraps and more are among 

its off erings. We off er remote control 

options. Absolute Blinds is a Graber 

dealer. If you need window coverings for 

home or offi  ce, Absolute Blinds is there 

to assist you with free estimates. Th e 

store is at 2842 Tamiami Trail, Port 

Charlotte. Past and present customers 

can like Absolute Blinds’ Facebook page. 

For more information, visit 

www.absoluteblinds.com or call 

941-627-5444.
Absolute Blinds 

2842 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

call 941-627-5444

Count on the Best Service at Dr. D’s Auto Repair
Call Dr. D’s Auto Repair for all your 

auto repairs. Owner, Mike True, and 

his staff  are all ASE certifi ed and they 

off er the fi nest full service repair in 

this area. Dr. D’s repairs all types of 

vehicles including motor homes and 

four wheelers.  At Dr. D’s you can 

count on the best service, diagnostics, 

repairs, replacement parts, etc. Only 

superior quality replacement parts are 

used and rates are very reasonable. 

With the computerized engine analysis, 

you can be assured that the service 

required on your vehicle is necessary. 

True is well known as an excellent auto 

mechanic and the business enjoys an 

excellent reputation.  Dr. D’s is located 

at 23415 Janice Avenue in the Whidden 

Industrial Park in Charlotte Harbor and 

the phone number is 941-743-3677. 

For the best service at a reasonable 

price, call or stop by Dr. D’s Auto 

Repair.
Dr. D’s Auto Repair, 

23415 Janice Avenue in the 
Whidden Industrial Park in 

Charlotte Harbor

Advertisement Advertisement

BUSINESS Journal

D OES YOUR BUSINESS QUALIF Y?  CALL 941-205-6406adno=3782942-1
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By MARILYNN MARCHIONE
AP CHIEF MEDICAL WRITER

An unusual study 
that had thousands of  
heart disease patients 
enroll themselves and 
track their health online 
as they took low- or 
regular-strength aspirin 
concludes that both doses 
seem equally safe and 
effective for preventing 
additional heart 
problems and strokes.

But there’s a big caveat: 
People had such a strong 
preference for the lower 
dose that it’s unclear if  
the results can establish 
that the treatments are 
truly equivalent, some 
independent experts said. 
Half  who were told to 
take the higher dose took 
the lower one instead 
or quit using aspirin 
altogether.

“Patients basically 
decided for themselves” 
what they wanted to take 
because they bought the 
aspirin on their own, 
said Dr. Salim Virani, 
a cardiologist at Baylor 
College of  Medicine in 
Houston who had no role 
in the study.

Still, the results show 
there’s little reason to 
take the higher dose, 
325 milligrams, which 
many doctors assumed 
would work better than 
81-milligram “baby 
aspirin,” he said.

Results were published 
Saturday by the New 
England Journal of  
Medicine and discussed 
at an American College 

of  Cardiology conference.
Aspirin helps prevent 

blood clots, but it’s 
not recommended for 
healthy people who 
have not yet developed 
heart disease because it 
carries a risk of  bleeding. 
Its benefits are clear, 
though, for folks who 
already have had a heart 
attack, bypass surgery 
or clogged arteries 
requiring a stent.

But the best dose isn’t 
known, and the study 
aimed to compare them 
in a real-world setting. 
The study was funded 
by the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research 
Institute, created 
under the 2010 Patient 
Protection and Affordable 
Care Act to help patients 
make informed decisions 
about health care.

About 15,000 people 
received invitations to 
join through the mail, 
email or a phone call and 
enrolled on a website 
where they returned 
every three to six 
months for follow-up. A 
network of  participating 
health centers supplied 
medical information on 
participants from their 
electronic records and 
insurance claims.

The participants were 
randomly assigned to 
take low- or regular-dose 
aspirin, which they 
bought over the counter. 
Nearly all were taking 
aspirin before the study 
began and 85% were 
already on a low dose, 
so “it was an uphill task 

right from the get-go” to 
get people to use the dose 
they were told, Virani 
said.

After roughly two 
years, about 7% of  each 
group had died or been 
hospitalized for a heart 
attack or a stroke. Safety 
results also were similar 
— less than 1% had 
major bleeding requiring 
hospitalization and a 
transfusion.

Nearly 41% of  those 

assigned to take the 
higher dose switched at 
some point to the lower 
one, and that high rate 
“could have obscured 
a true difference” in 
safety or effectiveness, 
Colin Baigent, a medical 
scientist at the University 
of  Oxford in the United 
Kingdom, wrote in a 
commentary in the 
medical journal.

One study leader, Dr. 
Schuyler Jones of  Duke 

University, said the study 
still provides valuable 
guidance. If  patients are 
taking low-dose aspirin 
now, “staying on that 
dose instead of  switching 
is the right choice,” he 
said. People doing well 
on 325 milligrams now 
may want to continue on 
that and should talk with 
their doctors if  they have 
any concerns.

For new patients, “in 
general, we’re going to 

recommend starting the 
low dose,” Jones said.

Virani said people must 
remember that aspirin 
is a medicine and that 
even though it’s sold 
over the counter, patients 
shouldn’t make decisions 
on its use by themselves.

“Don’t change the dose 
or stop without talking 
to someone,” he warned. 
“This is important, 
especially for a therapy 
like aspirin.”

Heart study: Low- and regular-dose aspirin safe, effective

or buy all things baby 
from some overpriced 
boutique. Do you get what 
I’m saying, Missy? Why 
buy a brand-new, $400 
stroller, when a friend or 
relative has a perfectly 
good, barely used one 
they’re willing to give 
you?

It’s easy to get carried 
away spending for a baby. 

But children will be just 
fine as long as they have 
food, clothing, shelter 
— and most importantly 
— loving, caring parents. 
God bless you two!
— Dave

Dave Ramsey is a seven-
time #1 national best-
selling author, personal 
finance expert, and host 
of  The Ramsey Show, 
heard by more than 18 
million listeners each 
week. 

RAMSEY
FROM PAGE 6A
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View all contest photos and vote now at 
DogsAndCats.yoursun.com

Voting for this round will end at midnight on Monday, May 17. Results will be published on Wednesday, May 19.

Who will make the TOP 32?

Wednesday May 19We 19esdadne ay May

adno=3796698-1

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
OF RESOLUTION

This Notice informs residents, that the 

Board of County Commissioners of 

DeSoto County, Florida, pursuant to 

Chapter 336, Florida Statutes, held a 

public hearing on April 27, 2021 and 

adopted Resolution 2021-19, closing and 

abandoning portions of rights-of-ways 

of 21st Avenue Right-of-Way lying within 

Loreda Park, as recorded in Plat Book 4, 

Page 19 of the Public Records of DeSoto 

County, Florida, located east of County 

Road 769 (Kings Highway), in Section 32, 

Township 39, Range 23 in DeSoto County, 

Florida.

PUBLISH: AS DISPLAY AD Sunday 15, 2021
adno=3796593-1
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ATLANTA — The 
operator of  the nation’s 
largest gasoline pipeline 
— hit on May 7th by a 
ransomware attack — 
announced Saturday that 
it has resumed “normal 
operations,” delivering 
fuel to its markets, 
including a large swath of  
the East Coast.

Georgia-based Colonial 
Pipeline had begun the 
process of  restarting 
the pipeline’s operations 
on Wednesday evening, 
warning it could take 
several days for the 
supply chain to return to 
normal.

“Since that time, we 
have returned the system 
to normal operations, de-
livering millions of  gallons 
per hour to the markets 
we serve,” Colonial 
Pipeline said in a tweet 
Saturday. Those markets 
include Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Georgia, South 
and North Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland, 
Washington D.C., 
Delaware, Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey.

“All of  these markets 
are now receiving product 
from our pipeline,” the 
company said, noting how 
its employees across the 
pipeline “worked safely 

and tirelessly around the 
clock to get our lines up 
and running.”

Gas shortages, which 
spread from the South, 
all but emptying stations 
in Washington, D.C., 
have been improving 
since a peak on Thursday 
night. Energy Secretary 
Jennifer Granholm told 
The Associated Press on 
Friday that the nation is 
“over the hump” on gas 
shortages, with about 
200 stations returning to 
service every hour.

“It’s still going to 
work its way through 
the system over the next 
few days, but we should 
be back to normal fairly 

soon,” she said.
Some stations were 

still out of  gas in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, 
on Saturday. Driver 
Jermaine Barnes told 
CBS17 the shortage has 
made him more conserva-
tive with his trips.

“I’m not going places I 
don’t need to go,” he said. 
“I’m not visiting people. 
I’m watching where I’m 
driving. I’m doing every-
thing different right now.”

Some drivers responded 
angrily on Facebook 
Saturday to a post by 
ABC-13 in Asheville, 
North Carolina, about the 
pipeline resuming normal 
operations. Several 

said the majority of  gas 
stations still did not have 
fuel and those that did 
receive deliveries were 
quickly selling out.

Martha Meade, 
manager for public and 
government relations at 
AAA Mid-Atlantic, said 
many gas stations in the 
Virginia area still did not 
have gas on Saturday. But 
she said “lines have di-
minished from the height 
of  the crisis” and “panic 
buying has subsided.”

Multiple sources con-
firmed to The Associated 
Press that Colonial 
Pipeline had paid the 
criminals who committed 
the cyberattack a ransom 

of  nearly $5 million in 
cryptocurrency for the 
software decryption key 
required to unscramble 
their data network.

The ransom — 75 
Bitcoin — was paid last 
Saturday, a day after 
the criminals locked up 
Colonial’s corporate net-
work, according to Tom 
Robinson, co-founder of  
the cryptocurrency-track-
ing firm Elliptic. Prior 
to Robinson’s blog post, 
two people briefed on the 
case had confirmed the 
payment amount to AP.

The pipeline system 
delivers about 45% of  the 
gasoline consumed on the 
East Coast.

Pipeline operator says ‘normal operations’ have resumed

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Pro-
Palestinian protesters took 
to the streets of  Los Angeles, 
Boston, Philadelphia and 
other U.S. cities on Saturday 
to demand an end to Israeli 
airstrikes over the Gaza Strip.

Thousands of  people shut 
down traffic on a major 
thoroughfare in west Los 
Angeles as they marched two 
miles from outside the federal 
building to the Israeli consul-
ate. The protesters waved signs 
that said “free Palestine” and 
shouted “long live intifada,” or 
uprising.

In San Francisco, a raucous 
crowd banged drums and yelled 
“Palestine will be free” as they 
marched across the Mission 
district to Dolores Park.

A similar scene played out 
in Boston as protesters walked 
a short distance from Copley 
Square to the Israeli Consulate 
for New England, blocking 
traffic.

Footage on social media 
shows protesters unfurl a 

banner in the colors of  the 
Palestinian flag with the words 
“Free Palestine” while standing 

on top of  the awning of  the 
building where the consulate is 
located.

In Washington, thousands of  
protesters streamed from the 
Washington Monument and 

to the National Archives. In 
Philadelphia, demonstrators 
filled Rittenhouse Square to 
decry U.S. support for Israel.

At a protest in Pittsburgh, 
one speaker called on lawmak-
ers to put restrictions on how 
Israel can spend aid from the 
United States.

The protests were stoked by 
five days of  mayhem that left 
at least 145 Palestinians dead 
in Gaza and eight dead on the 
Israeli side. The violence, set 
off by Hamas firing a rocket 
into Israel on Monday, came 
after weeks of  mounting 
tensions and heavy-handed 
Israeli measures in contested 
Jerusalem.

Israel stepped up its assault 
and slammed the Gaza Strip 
with airstrikes Saturday, in 
a dramatic escalation that 
included bombing the home 
of  a senior Hamas leader, 
killing a family of  10 in a 
refugee camp and destroying a 
building that house the offices 
of  The Associated Press and 
other media.

Protesters in major US cities decry airstrikes over Gaza

AP PHOTO/RINGO H.W. CHIU

A demonstrator waves the flag of Palestine on Saturday as police officers guard outside the 
Federal Building during a protest against Israel and in support of Palestinians in the Westwood 
section of Los Angeles.

Advanced Care and Dental Technology at One Location
Stay Connected With Us                                   (941) 256-2482  |  3951 Swift Rd., Sarasota, FL 34231  |  SarasotaDentist.com                              

Dental Implants
Wobbly Dentures? Messy Adhesives?
Not Eating What you Want?

NEW IMPLANT TECHNOLOGY

• What used to take a year can now be achieved  
in a few short months

• Perfect for those with dentures, partials, and  
missing teeth

• Cat Scan, Implant Surgery and Final Restorations 

• Digitally Guided Implant Surgery

• On-Site Cat Scan

• PRP and PRF Blood Enhancers

• IV Sedation

• Bone Grafts and Sinus Lifts

• Zirconia and Titanium Implants

• Laser Assisted Surgery

Burr Bakke, DDS

BEFORE AFTER
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ORLANDO — Florida’s major 
theme parks are adjusting their 
face mask policies after the 
federal government loosened 
its recommendations as more 
people get vaccinated for the 
coronavirus.

Visitors to Walt Disney 
World and Universal Studios-
Orlando were allowed Saturday 
to remove their masks when 
they are outdoors except when 
they are on attractions, in 
line or riding a tram or other 
transportation.

Masks remain mandatory 
indoors except in restaurants 
when seated. Disney requires 
they be worn except when 
actively eating and drinking.

SeaWorld Orlando and its 
sister park, Tampa’s Busch 
Gardens, are going even further, 

allowing guests who say they 
are fully vaccinated to remove 
their masks throughout the 
parks. The two parks will not 
require proof  of  vaccination, 
but are asking guests to 
“respectfully comply.”

The federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
on Thursday said people could 
stop wearing masks outdoors 
in crowds and in most indoor 
settings. The CDC guidance 
still calls for wearing masks in 
crowded indoor settings such as 
buses, planes, hospitals, prisons 
and homeless shelters.

Florida’s amusement parks loosen pandemic mask requirements

On Dec. 21, A family walks past 
Cinderella Castle in the Magic 
Kingdom, at Walt Disney World 
in Lake Buena Vista.
AP FILE PHOTO/JOE BURBANK
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MARIANNA — A for-
mer Florida sheriff’s dep-
uty on trial for allegedly 
planting drugs during 
traffic stops testified that 
he is innocent, saying he 
found a stash of  narcotics 
discovered in his patrol 
car but could not explain 
why he never reported it.

Fired Jackson County 
deputy Zachary Wester 
testified at his trial Friday 
that he found the meth-
amphetamine, marijuana 
and syringes inside a 
box at a park restroom 
while investigating a 
report of  suspicious 
activity. According to the 
Tallahassee Democrat, 
Wester guessed that it 
had been placed there to 
be found by an inmate 
work crew so it could be 
smuggled back inside the 
prison.

Internal affairs in-
vestigators found the 
drugs hidden inside 
his patrol car in the 
summer of  2018, shortly 
before he was suspended. 
Prosecutors say it was 
ready-to-plant evidence 
that Wester used during 
his traffic stops.

He was charged in 2019 
with racketeering, official 
misconduct, fabricating 
evidence, false impris-
onment, perjury and 
possession of  drugs and 
paraphernalia in connec-
tion with a dozen traffic 

stops where he arrested 
drivers and passengers. 
Prosecutors had to drop 
charges in nearly 120 
cases involving Wester 
that occurred between 
2016 and 2018 because of  
the accusations that he 
planted evidence.

Wester, 28, said he 
wasn’t sure how an 
inmate work crew would 
get the drugs back inside 
the prison, “but it was 
extremely uncommon for 
that to be packaged the 
way it was and for it to be 
placed where it was.”

He denied ever planting 
evidence, saying “that 
never crossed my mind.”

But during cross-ex-
amination by prosecutor 
Tom Williams, Wester 
conceded that he never 
reported finding the drug 
box, which would have 
been one of  the largest 
seizures of  his career. 
He said he had gone to 
two traffic crashes after 
finding the drugs and was 
busy processing them 
when he was confronted 
and suspended.

Wester also explained 
why body camera video 
showed him carrying a 
bag of  methamphetamine 
before he searched the 
truck of  a woman he had 
stopped for faulty brake 
lights. He testified he had 
found the bag in her door 
latch, but in his report he 
said he found it inside the 
truck in her purse.

Accused Florida deputy 
denies planting drugs 

in stopped cars

CALL 941.429.3110

Affordable
Living Trusts
Now there’s no excuse for you and your 

family not to benefi t from the advantages 
of a Revocable Living Trust -- especially 

if you own a home or condo.

Single Person      $385
Married Couple   $485
Plus Additional Incidental Cost

Robert D. Schwartz
Attorney At Law • Certifi ed Public Accountant

Toll Free 1-866-34TRUST(348-7878)
Paulson Centre

18245 Paulson Dr.
Suite 107 

Port Charlotte, FL 33954

Premier Executive Center
5237 Summerlin Commons 

Blvd., Suite 322
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Available by appointment

Mr. Schwartz’s qualifi cations Include:
Graduate of Univ. of Florida College of Law w/honors.
Graduated Cum Laude from Florida State University.

National Speaker on Estate & Tax Planning

“The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be 

basedsolely upon advertisement. Before you decide, ask me to send you 

freewritten information about my qualifi cation and experience.”
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NFIN TE
(941) 312-4455 • www.infi nitesarasota.com

Infi nite Dreams...
   Infi nite Possibilities

Brian Higgins, 
Owner, with 
son Kyle

Build your sanctuary

We bring the showroom to you!

We’ve all been spending a lot more 
time at home lately. If your home is 
like most, your kitchen is likely at the 
center of it all. So if you’re going to 
make the biggest splash with your home 
improvement dollars, it only makes 
sense that you start here...in the middle 
of it all: where you and your family start 
your day, linger over a cup of coffee or 
tea with a friend or neighbor, prepare 
your meals, plan your days and gather 
each evening with those you are about 
most as the day winds down.

The kitchen is the heart of 
your home. It deserves to be 
just right.
And when your kitchen is just right, your 
bath & powder rooms are the next stop. 
We can help you make them the special 
spaces you envision too.

You’ve got big ideas. 
We specialize in bringing them to life.

If we do have the privledge of coming into your home during 
these stay-at-home times, we have put extensive guidelines 

in place to guarantee everyone’s safety.

Hurricane Windows 
& Doors for added 
Energy Savings, Safety 
& Peace of Mind
With impact windows 
and doors, your family is 
protected from hurricane 
winds and rain. Giving you 
peace of mind knowing you 
are investing in your most 
valuable asset.

AMERICAN MADE PRODUCTS     Senior and Veteran Discounts

Start your dream kitchen or 
bath today.

FREE with Every Replace or Reface!
Granite Countertop NO 

GIMMICK 
ZONE

You Will Always
 Be Given Our Best

Price First!

Infi nite Home Improvements
7004 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231
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* On Purchases $300 or more with the Furniture Warehouse credit card made between May 16, 2021 and May 15, 2022. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in 

full within 12 months, by May 2022. Minimum Monthly Payments required. Offer applies to only single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal 

to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the 

minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest 

Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Furniture must be delivered within 90 days for all financing offers. All prices include Hot Buys or 

Coupon savings. Terms of promotions - Previous purchase excluded, cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Promotion offers exclude Hot Buys, floor models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture 

protection plans, warranty, delivery, or service charge. ** Next Day Delivery or Pick Up during Covid pertains to  in-stock merchandise. All items in the ad are in stock now or available within a week, while supplies last.

PICK UP TODAY OR FREE DOOR DELIVERY TOMORROW**
WE OFFER FULL-SERVICE DELIVERY AND SET-UP

Need Help Shopping Online? Call 941-359-2255

12 MONTHS NO INTEREST*
TheFurnitureWarehouse.com

TAX FREE
HOLIDAY

Stores Hours:  Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6

PORT CHARLOTTE 1241 El Jobean Rd (across Sam’s) 941-764-8700
VENICE 550 S Seaboard Ave (on 41 Bypass) 941-485-3211
SOUTH SARASOTA 5252 S Tamiami Trail (at Phillippi Creek) 941-260-9601
NORTH SARASOTA 4027 N Washington Blvd (Hwy 301) 941-351-8600
BRADENTON 1100 Cortez Rd W (corner US Hwy 41) 941-749-6069
ELLENTON 5814 18th Street East (across Premium Outlets) 941-479-7900

Coastal look

Sophisticated design with rolled
arms, loose cushions and wood legs.

$599999999999999999999999
SOFA

Rugged and modern

Queen headboard, footboard, rails, 
dresser and mirror. 

$79999

Thoughtful desing

Perfect for small spaces. Includes counter 
height table & 4 chairs. Also in gray.

$49999
5-PC

Unique sleeping experience

Serta Luxe Eurotop
Queen Mattress

$39999

Warmth  and styleand style
Queen headboard, footboard,
rails, dresser and mirror.

$59999Luxury meets comfort

Leather reclining sofa. Console loveseat  
& recliner available. Also in brown.

$89999
SOFA
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CLASS IS IN SESSION: Basketball Hall of Fame 
welcomes its newest members.  
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By VINNIE PORTELL
SPORTS WRITER

A year after area softball 
teams saw their season – and 
hopes – cut short, players had 
the chance to make up for lost 
time.

Several teams, like Venice, 
Charlotte, DeSoto County and 
North Port, finished the season 
with winning records and 
also won playoff games while 
Port Charlotte and Lemon Bay 
worked on developing their 
young teams.

Each team had highlights 
along the way.

Venice had several wins to re-
member, like a 3-2 win over No. 
2 Lakewood Ranch. Charlotte 
had plenty of  clutch hitting, 
but it would be hard to top two 
walk-off wins — over Venice 

and Lemon Bay — in back-to-
back days. The DeSoto County 
offense had a few blowout wins, 
but three games of  20-plus runs 
is something that doesn’t hap-
pen often. North Port pitcher 
Taylor Roche opened the season 
with a complete game shutout 
win over Venice and lived up 
to that start, setting the team’s 
single-game strikeout record.

Port Charlotte needed 
pitching depth after injuries 
this year and a freshman, 
Gia Greaves, stepped up to 
become the team’s go-to pitcher 

— winning a couple of  games in 
the process. Lemon Bay was in 
several back-and-forth games, 
but none like its 35-24 comeback 
win over Mariner.

At the end, the Indians and 
Tarpons were the only teams to 
advance past the district round 
of  the playoffs.

Charlotte was quickly elim-
inated in a 3-2 loss at Palmetto 
and Venice, which was the 
area’s only district champi-
on, beat Bloomingdale and 
Sarasota in the regional play-
offs before getting eliminated in 

a loss to Mitchell.
Becka Mellor and Kayleigh 

Roper, two senior co-captains 
and top hitters for Venice, are 
finalists for the Sun Preps 
Softball Player of  the Year, 
along with Roche, North Port’s 
ace pitcher.

Steve Constantino, who led 
Venice to a 24-win season and 
deep into the playoffs, is the 
Sun Preps Softball Coach of  the 
Year.

See page 6B for how the rest 
of  the area looked this year:

Indians, Tarpons highlight year in softball
Area’s two regional 

playoff contenders 

featured many 

talented players

PREP SOFTBALL: SUN PREPS ALL-AREA TEAM

COMMENTARY

By SCOTT ZUCKER
SUN SPORTS EDITOR

When Venice shortstop Bri Weimer 
grounded out to end the seventh inning 
against Mitchell on Friday night, she not 

only ended the Indians’ 
season, but the 2020-21 
high school sports year 
for our area as well.

You see, Venice soft-
ball was the last team 
standing this spring 
before being knocked 
out in the regional final 
vs. the Mustangs.

Two nights earlier, the 
Indians’ baseball team 
met a similar fate in a 

regional semifinal against Gulf  Coast. 
Coach Craig Faulkner’s postgame quote 
to The Daily Sun’s Vinnie Portell kind of  
summed up what most coaches feel in that 
situation.

“It’s always a challenge. It’s what makes 
it so great,” he said of  the one-game 
elimination format. “We’ve had years 
where we weren’t the better team and we 
won. (Wednesday) was one of  those days 
where nothing bounces your way and you 
feel like every call goes against you.”

The same sentiment could have been 
uttered by Faulkner’s counterparts 
throughout the fall and winter season as 
well.

Before we go any further, yes, I realize 
that there are still spring football games to 
be played, but shouldn’t those really count 
as part of  the Fall 2021 season?

Also, there will be the night of  June 8, 
when we honor our All-Area athletes and 
coaches. (Shameless plug for a worthwhile 
event).

As for the 2020-21 prep sports season 
as a whole, there was much to celebrate 
as coaches and athletic directors bobbed 
and weaved their way through COVID-
induced cancellations, postponements and 
rescheduling.

I’m not going to even attempt to name 
every highlight here because there is a 
0.0 probability that I wouldn’t forget or 
accidentally overlook some athlete, team 
or accomplishment and anger someone, 
somewhere.

I would like to take a moment to single 
out three teams for their state title wins. 
The Charlotte wrestling team and coach 
Evan Robinson, the Venice girls soccer 
team and coach Gary Bolyard and the 

Another one 
in the books

SCOTT ZUCKER
Sports Editor

MLB

HORSE RACING

By STEPHEN WHYNO
AP SPORTS WRITER

BALTIMORE — Rombauer 
romped to an 11-1 upset victory in 
the Preakness on Saturday, denying 
Bob Baffert-trained Kentucky Derby 
winner Medina Sprint the chance at 
a Triple Crown that would have come 
with a giant asterisk.

Medina Spirit finished third in the 
1 3/16-mile race and was passed for 
the first time in his career after going 
off as the 2-1 favorite. All eyes were 

on Medina Spirit after he failed a 
post-Derby drug test for the presence 
of  the steroid betamethasone.

“I had to come out running to get 
my position,” Medina Spirit jockey 
John Velazquez said. “I knew that he 
was going to be pressed today. I was 
hoping that he wouldn’t overdo it, and 
we did.”

Midnight Bourbon, who was 3-1, was 
second. Keepmeinmind was fourth and 
Baffert-trained Concert Tour ninth in 
the 10-horse field.

Rombauer busted the bias of  
horses hugging the rail on the dirt 
at Pimlico Race Course all day, 
going past Midnight Bourbon and 
Medina Spirit down the stretch and 

winning by 3 ½ lengths.
Jockey Flavien Prat won the 

Preakness two years after being 
elevated to the Derby winner aboard 
Country House when Maximum 
Security was disqualified.

“Of course it’s a lot different when 
you cross the wire first: You get that 
feeling,” Prat said. “It’s a lot of  joy.”

Trainer Michael McCarthy won his 
first Triple Crown race and captured 
the Preakness before Hall of  Famer 
Todd Pletcher, for whom he worked as 
an assistant before opening his own 
barn. Pletcher gave McCarthy a big 
bear hug after the race.

By DICK SCANLON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ST. PETERSBURG — Joey 
Wendle hit three doubles and a 
single, keying two big innings 
that sent the Tampa Bay Rays 
past the New York Mets 12-5 
Saturday.

Yandy Diaz, who had two of  
Tampa Bay’s eight doubles, and 
Randy Arozarena each had three 
hits.

Francisco Lindor, Pete Alonso 
and Jose Peraza each homered 
for the Mets, who have lost two in 
a row at Tropicana Field after a 
seven-game winning streak.

Wendle had an infield single 

that set up a run in the first and 
doubled to spark a five-run fourth 
that made it 6-4. He hit a two-run 
double in a six-run eighth that 
broke open the game.

“The law of  averages,” ex-
plained Wendle, who has been 
slumping with the rest of  the 
Rays. “We’ve talked about it 
being a long season, and these 
things happen . . . things will turn 
around at some point. We’re not 
going to hit .100 all season. I think 
it was something that was bound 
to happen eventually.”

Rays starter Shane 
McClanahan (1-0) got his first 
major league win. The 24-year-old 
lefty, who last October became 

the first pitcher in major league 
history to debut in the postsea-
son, gave up four runs on six hits 
while striking out seven in 5 ⅓ 
innings.

Peraza’s three-run homer, his 
first of  the season, put the Mets 
up 3-1 in the second. Alonso made 
it 4-1 in the third with his sixth 
homer of  the season and first in 
16 games.

Willy Adames hit a two-run 
double in the fourth off Joey 
Lucchesi (1-3). Pinch-hitter 
Austin Meadows drove in the 
final run of  the inning with a 
double off Sean Reid-Foley.

Big-bat Wendle hits 3 of Rays’ 8 doubles to beat Mets
Tampa Bay bats came alive in the fourth inning to secure a series win over visiting New York

AP PHOTO/CHRIS O’MEARA

Tampa Bay Rays’ Joey Wendle reaches second base with a 
double during Saturday’s game. SEE RAYS, 5B

SEE ZUCKER, 3B

Rombauer pulls 
Preakness upset

Baffert’s Medina Spirit 

finishes third

AP PHOTO/JULIO CORTEZ

Flavien Prat atop Rombauer crosses the finish line Saturday to win the Preakness Stakes horse race at Pimlico Race 
Course in Baltimore.

SEE UPSET, 2B
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FLORIDA LOTTERY
www.flalottery.com

PICK 2  D-Day, N-Night

May 15N 7-2 May 15D 5-0

May 14N 0-7 May 14D 8-8

May 13N 4-0 May 13D 7-3

PICK 3  D-Day, N-Night

May 15N .............................. 0-8-3

May 15D .............................. 6-3-8

May 14N ...............................6-6-1

May 14D ............................... 5-6-6

May 13N ...............................7-5-5

May 13D .............................. 8-4-4

PICK 4  D-Day, N-Night

May 14N ........................... 5-0-0-1

May 14D ............................ 7-2-0-2

May 13N ............................ 2-7-7-8

May 13D ........................... 9-4-1-0

May 15N ............................7-7-0-3

May 15D ...........................8-5-8-5

PICK 5  D-Day, N-Night

May 15N ........................0-0-2-1-4

May 15D ........................8-7-2-6-0

May 14N ........................5-6-3-7-0

May 14D .........................0-1-3-0-2

May 13N .......................3-0-4-0-6

May 13D ......................... 0-1-1-9-7

FIREBALL
May 15N 2 May 15D 4

May 14N 3 May 14D 6

May 13N 7 May 13D 8

FANTASY 5  

May 15 ................................... Late

May 14 ................... 3-16-21-24-35

May 13 .................... 2-11-16-24-27

PAYOFF FOR MAY 14
2 5-digit winners ...... $108,761.48

301 4-digit winners ......... $116.50

8,880 3-digit winners .............$11

CASH FOR LIFE
May 15 ................... 8-15-24-41-49

Cash Ball .................................... 3

May 14 ....................3-5-26-35-60

Cash Ball .....................................1

PAYOFF FOR MAY 15
0 5-5 CB ..........................$1,000/Day

0 5-5 ............................. $1,000/Week

5 4-5 CB ..................................$2,500

5 4-5 ...........................................$500

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY
May 14 ............. 6-10-19-20-23-29

May 11...............5-14-31-32-35-46

PAYOFF FOR MAY 14
1 6-of-6 ............................... $950,000

26 5-of-6 .................................... $460

1,363 4-of-6  ................................. $21

LOTTO
May 15 ................................... Late

May 12 ................7-10-11-13-47-48

PAYOFF FOR MAY 12
0 6-digit winners ......$7.75 million

0 5-digit winner (x10) ....$30,000

0 5-digit winners (x5) .... $15,000

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 
$8.75 million

DOUBLEPLAY
May 15 ................................... Late

May 12 ................1-8-21-28-38-47

PAYOFF FOR MAY 12
0 6-digit winners ..........$250,000

0 5-digit winners (x10) ..$35,000

1 5-digit winner (x5) ....... $17,500

POWERBALL
May 15 ................................... Late

Powerball .................................. —

May 12 ...................1-19-20-38-54

Powerball ..................................17

PAYOFF FOR MAY 12
0 5-5 + PB ................ $168 million

1 5-5.............................. $1 million

1 4-5 + PB .......................$50,000

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 
$183 million

MEGA MILLIONS
May 14 ...................3-18-41-44-68

Mega Ball ................................... 3

May 11..................... 7-8-20-36-39

Mega Ball ................................. 22

PAYOFF FOR MAY 14
0 5 of 5 + MB .......... $430 million

0 5 of 5 ......................... $1 million

4 4 of 5 + MB ................. $10,000

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 
$468 million

SPORTS ON TV
AUTO RACING

2 p.m.
FS1 — NASCAR Cup Series: The 
Drydene 400, Dover International 
Speedway, Dover, Del.

2:30 p.m.
NBCSN — IMSA WeatherTech 
Sports Car Championship: The 
Acura Sports Car Challenge, 
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, 
Lexington, Ohio

5:30 p.m.
NBCSN — MotoGP: The Grand 
Prix of France, Circuit of Le Mans, 
Le Mans, France (taped)

6 p.m.
FS1 — NHRA: The NGK NTK NHRA 
Four-Wide Nationals, zMAX Drag-
way, Concord, N.C. (taped)

BOWLING
2 p.m.

FOX — PBA Playoffs: Final, 
Milford, Conn.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
12 p.m.

ACCN — Wake Forest at Virginia
SECN — Georgia at Florida

1 p.m.
ESPN2 — Indiana at Michigan

3 p.m.
SECN — Vanderbilt at Mississippi

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2 p.m.

ABC — FCS Tournament: S. 
Daktoa St. vs. Sam Houston St., 
Championship, Frisco, Texas

COLLEGE LACROSSE (MENS)
12 p.m.

ESPNU — NCAA Tournament: 
Bryant at Virginia, First Round

2:30 p.m.
ESPNU — NCAA Tournament: 
Vermont at Maryland, First 
Round

5 p.m.
ESPNU — NCAA Tournament: 
High Point vs. Duke, First Round, 
Chapell, N.C.

7:30 p.m.
ESPNU — NCAA Tournament: 
Loyola (Md.) at Denver, First 
Round

COLLEGE ROWING
12 p.m.

PAC-12N — Pac-12 Champion-
ships: From Gold River, Calif.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
12 p.m.

BTN — Michigan St. at Ohio St.
2 p.m.

BTN — Nebraska at Northwest-
ern

4 p.m.
BTN — Illinois at Iowa

9 p.m.
ESPN2 — NCAA Softball Champi-
onship Selection Special

COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD
6 p.m.

PAC-12N — Pac-12 Outdoor 
Championships: From Los 
Angeles

GOLF
1 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour: The AT&T 
Byron Nelson, Final Round, TPC 
Craig Ranch, McKinney, Texas

3 p.m.
CBS — PGA Tour: The AT&T 
Byron Nelson, Final Round, TPC 
Craig Ranch, McKinney, Texas
GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: 
The Mitsubishi Electric Classic, 
Final Round, TPC Sugarloaf, 
Duluth, Ga.

HORSE RACING
12:30 p.m.

FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at 
the Races

MLB BASEBALL
1 p.m.

MLBN — LA Angels at Boston OR 
Chicago Cubs at Detroit
BS SUN — NY Mets at Tampa Bay

7 p.m.
ESPN — St. Louis at San Diego

NBA BASKETBALL
1:15 p.m.

ESPN — Boston at New York

3:35 p.m.
ESPN — Memphis at Golden 
State

NHL HOCKEY
12 p.m.

NBC — Stanley Cup East Division 
Playoff: NY Islanders at Pitts-
burgh, First Round, Game 1

3 p.m.
NBC — Stanley Cup West Division 
Playoff: Minnesota at Vegas, 
First Round, Game 1

7:30 p.m.
NBCSN — Stanley Cup Central 
Division Playoff: Tampa Bay at 
Florida, First Round, Game 1

10:30 p.m.
NHLN — Calgary at Vancouver

RODEO
1 p.m.

CBS — PBR: The Wrangler Invi-
tational, 15/15 Bucking Battle, 
Billings, Mont. (taped)

4 p.m.
CBSSN — PBR: The Wrangler In-
vitational, Championship Round, 
Billings, Mont.

RUGBY
12 p.m.

CBSSN — MLR: Seattle at Old 
Glory DC

SOCCER (MENS)
6:25 a.m.

ESPN2 — Serie A: Napoli at 
Fiorentina

7 a.m.
NBCSN — Premier League: Aston 
Villa at Crystal Palace

9 a.m.
NBCSN — Premier League: 
Wolverhampton at Tottenham 
Hotspur

11:25 a.m.
NBCSN — Premier League: Liver-
pool at West Bromwich Albion

4 p.m.
ESPN2 — USL League One: Union 
Omaha at Greenville SC
FOX — MLS: Inter Miami CF at FC 
Cincinnati

6 p.m.
ESPN2 — MLS: Columbus SC at 
New England

7 p.m.
FS2 — Liga MX: Santos Laguna at 
CF Monterrey, Quarterfinal Leg 2

9:30 p.m.
FS1 — MLS: LA FC at Seattle

SURFING
9 p.m.

FS2 — WSL Championship Tour: 
The Rip Curl Rottnest Search, 
Rottnest Island, Western Austra-
lia, Australia

TENNIS
8:30 a.m.

TENNIS — Rome-ATP/WTA, ATP 
Singles & Doubles Final, WTA 
Singles Final

5 a.m. (Monday)
TENNIS — Geneva-ATP, Lyon-ATP, 
Belgrade-WTA, Parma-WTA, 
Early Rounds

6 a.m. (Monday)
TENNIS — Geneva-ATP, Lyon-ATP, 
Belgrade-WTA, Parma-WTA, 
Early Rounds

WNBA BASKETBALL
2 p.m.

CBSSN — New York at Indiana
7 p.m.

CBSSN — Phoenix at Connecticut

CONTACT US
Scott Zucker: Sports editor

scott.zucker@yoursun.com 

Vincent Portell: Staff writer

vportell@venicegondolier.com

Pat Obley: Staff writer

pobley@yoursun.com

Email: sports@sun-herald.com

SUNCOAST 
SPORTS NOW
When news breaks, you can 

find it at www.yoursun.com.

Like us and share our 

photos on Facebook:

facebook.com/

SunPreps

Follow us on Twitter

for live updates

and breaking news:

 @Sun_Preps

HOW TO …
• Report a high school result: 
Call 877-818-6204 or 941-206-

1175.

• Report an error: Call the sports 

department at 941-206-1175 or 

email sports@sun-herald.com.

Rombauer is owned by 
John and Diane Fradkin, 
a far cry from Medina 
Spirit’s Zedan Racing 
Stables and other horse 

racing conglomerates. He 
won for the third time in 
seven starts.

McCarthy choked back 
tears while talking about 
everyone involved with 
Rombauer.

“Means a lot to be here, 
participate on a day like 

this,” he said. “Happy for 
the Fradkins. Just goes 
to show you that small 
players in the game can 
be successful, as well.”

McCarthy said this 
week Rombauer’s best 
weapon was between his 
ears and that his colt was 
training well. But few 
picked the long shot to 
win the Preakness, which 
was run in front of  10,000 
fans at Pimlico Race 
Course.

Baff ert was not in 
attendance, staying away 
because of  the controver-
sy with Medina Spirit, 
who still could be disqual-
ifi ed from the Derby. His 
Derby win still hangs in 
the balance with a second 
test yet to be analyzed.

Maryland racing 
offi  cials required Concert 
Tour and Medina Spirit 
undergo additional 
testing and monitoring as 
conditions to run in the 
Preakness. Those three 
rounds of  tests came back 
Friday, clearing them to 
race.

With Baff ert’s shadow 
hanging over the race, 
the Preakness was run 
in front of  a limited 
capacity of  10,000 fans, a 
fraction of  the crowd of  
100,000-plus that typically 
packs Pimlico on the 
third Saturday in May. 
Masks were still required 
because of  city and track 
protocols.

This was a short 
turnaround from the 2020 
Preakness, which was run 
last fall as the third leg of  
the Triple Crown with no 
fans allowed.

UPSET
FROM PAGE 1B

NBA

By TIM REYNOLDS
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

UNCASVILLE, Conn. 
— Vanessa Bryant took 
Michael Jordan’s hand 
and walked down from 
the stage, a familiar chant 
breaking out throughout 
the arena as she made her 
way back to her seat.

“Kobe! Kobe! Kobe!” the 
crowd shouted.

With that, he was — 
offi  cially, fi nally — a 
member of  the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall 
of  Fame.

Kobe Bryant is in the 
Hall now, along with con-
temporaries Tim Duncan 
and Kevin Garnett, head-
liners of  a group of  nine 
who got their delayed and 
long-awaited enshrine-
ment on Saturday night, 
more than a year after 
being announced as the 
Hall’s Class of  2020.

“Right now, I’m sure 
he’s laughing in heaven, 
because I’m about to 
praise him in public,” 
Vanessa Bryant said.

And she did, her 
purple dress matching the 
traditional Los Angeles 
Lakers color, capping the 
night by giving the speech 
that her husband was not 
here to deliver.

“There will never 
be anyone like Kobe,” 
Vanessa Bryant said. 
“Kobe was one of  a kind. 
He was special. He was 
humble — off  the court — 
but bigger than life.”

Bryant, Duncan and 
Garnett were joined in the 
class by three-time NCAA 
champion coach Kim 
Mulkey, two-time NBA 
champion coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich, four-time 
Olympic gold medalist 
Tamika Catchings, three-
time Final Four coach 
Eddie Sutton, 1,000-game 
winner Barbara Stevens 
and longtime FIBA 
secretary general Patrick 
Baumann.

“I appreciate you,” 
Garnett said to Duncan 
from the stage. “It’s an 
honor to go into the hall 
with you, bro. You and 
Kob.”

Duncan stayed true to 
who he is: modest and 
humble, on a day where 
his Spurs coach, Gregg 
Popovich, missed a game 

to see his enshrinement.
“This is the most ner-

vous I’ve ever been in my 
life,” Duncan said as he 
began his speech. “Been 
through fi nals, Game 7’s, 
this is offi  cially the most 
nervous I’ve ever been in 
my life. I’ve been pacing 
in my room all day, so 
let’s see what we get.”

As usual, he delivered 
in the clutch.

And the other speeches 
didn’t disappoint.

The Hall of  Fame has 
a 10-minute countdown 
clock on the prompter 
that speakers used to 
assist with their remarks. 
Catchings blew past 
that with ease, going 
several minutes past in 
an emotional address 
that covered her many 
challenges.

“Basketball chose 
me, an awkward, lanky, 
introverted tomboy, born 
with a hearing disability, 
a speech impediment, 
and a will to overcome 
obstacles, dream big and 
to change the world,” 
Catchings said.

Mulkey talked about 
her roots, coming from a 
small town in Louisiana 
and getting to the Hall of  
Fame — marveling that 
she was presented for 
induction by Jordan, who 
held the same role for 
Bryant.

“Michael, I’m incred-
ibly honored,” Mulkey 
said. “I guess the last time 
we stood this close we 
were walking out of  the 
’84 Olympics and we were 
a hell of  a lot younger 

lookin’ and probably a lot 
skinnier. Thank you from 
the bottom of  my heart.”

The totality of  the 
accomplishments of  the 
Hall class are staggering.

Bryant, Garnett, 
Duncan and Catchings 
combined for 58 All-Star 
appearances. Mulkey, 
Tomjanovich, Sutton and 
Stevens combined for 
more than 3,000 coaching 
wins. Baumann is widely 
lauded for his eff orts in 
getting 3x3 basketball 
added to the Olympic 
program.

“My life turned out 
better than my wildest 
dreams,” Tomjanovich 
said, his voice cracking.

NBA championships, 
WNBA championships, 
national championships, 
Olympic gold medals, 
MVP awards, the class 
had some of  everything.

“We’re Hall of  Famers, 
guys,” Mulkey shouted. 
“WE’RE HALL OF 
FAMERS.”

And while it was a 
celebration, it was also 
a remembrance for Hall 
of  Famers lost since the 
last enshrinement in 
2019. Three-time Grammy 
Award winner Ne-Yo 
performed “Incredible” 
in their memories, the 
video clips playing 
behind him including 
a message from former 
NBA Commissioner David 
Stern, who died Jan. 1, 
2020, and Bryant — who 
died Jan. 26 of  that year 
in a helicopter crash that 
also killed his daughter 
Gianna and seven others.

‘It’s an honor’: Hall of Fame 
class of 2020 enshrined

AP PHOTO/KATHY WILLENS

Tim Duncan, left, smiles Saturday with presenter 
David Robinson after being enshrined with the 2020 
Basketball Hall of Fame class.
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Charlotte weightlifting team and 
coach Ray Hixson all were able 
to reach the pinnacle of  their 
sport.

Not that there aren’t other 
teams worthy of  note, including 
some who took home regional ti-
tles for their schools for the first 
time, but those three were our 

only team state title winners.
The ending of  the school 

sports calendar also means 
saying goodbye to some seniors 
who have delighted local fans 
with their exploits over the last 
few years.

Again, there are too many tal-
ented, smart senior student-ath-
letes to go into great detail on. I 
selected three individuals that 
I just think will be fun to watch 
perform at the next level. They 

are far from the only ones, a 
trio of  athletes, not the trio of  
athletes.

The first is Michael 
Robertson, probably the only 
one who figures to have a shot a 
playing at the professional level 
in the next year. Venice’s speedy 
center fielder is committed to 
the University of  Florida, but 
projects as a top 100 pick in this 
summer’s MLB Draft.

The second is Tre Carroll, 

Charlotte’s phenomenally 
skilled forward. The Daily Sun‘s 
Boys Player of  the Year as a 
junior and a Basketball Player 
of  the Year finalist this year will 
be taking his talents across the 
state to play for Florida Atlantic 
this fall.

The third is Port Charlotte 
volleyball star Azyah Dailey. 
Despite not coming to the sport 
until middle school, Dailey has 
powered her way to play at 

Clemson in the fall.
For all of  the athletes and 

coaches who participated in 
area high school sports this 
year, congratulations on a job 
well done!

Email Sun Sports Editor Scott 
Zucker at scott.zucker@yoursun.
com and following him on 
Twitter @scottzucker. 

ZUCKER
FROM PAGE 1B

NBA ROUNDUP

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LeBron James returned from a six-
game absence to score 24 points, Anthony 
Davis had 28 and the Los Angeles Lakers 
beat the Indiana Pacers 122-115 on 
Saturday.

The Lakers can take the No. 6 seed 
if  they win at New Orleans today and 
Portland loses to Denver. If  the Lakers 
finish No. 7, they will be in the play-in 
tournament.

SUNS 140, SPURS 103
Devin Booker had 27 points and 

Phoenix beat San Antonio to maintain its 
hope of  earning the top spot in the NBA 
and Western Conference.

Phoenix moved within a game of  Utah 
for first in the West. The Jazz conclude 
their season today in Sacramento while 
the Suns close in San Antonio. 

CELTICS 124, TIMBERWOLVES 108
Jayson Tatum had 26 points and 11 

rebounds to help Boston rout Minnesota.
Evan Fournier added 18 points and was 

5 of  8 from 3-point range.

NETS 105, BULLS 91
Kyrie Irving scored 22 points while 

playing with Kevin Durant and James 
Harden for the first time in three months, 
leading Brooklyn past Chicago.

KNICKS 118, HORNETS 109, OT
Julius Randle had 33 points, 13 assists 

and 10 rebounds and led an overtime 
surge that sent New York past Charlotte.

The Knicks improved to 40-31 and 
moved into a tie with the idle Atlanta 
Hawks for the fourth spot in the Eastern 
Conference playoff race.

LeBron returns in Lakers win

AP PHOTO/DOUG MCSCHOOLER

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James goes up high to dunk the ball during 
Saturday’s game.

SPORTS BRIEFS
First rule of Jags’ camp:  

Don’t touch the QB
JACKSONVILLE — Trevor 

Lawrence opened Jacksonville’s 
rookie minicamp on a pitch count. 
Coaches and teammates were es-
sentially given an even stricter rule 
regarding the No. 1 pick and franchise 
quarterback: Don’t touch him.

Lawrence is three months removed 
from labrum surgery on his left, 
non-throwing shoulder. The cartilage 
has healed enough to practice, but 
the Jaguars are taking precautions to 
make sure the former Clemson star 
doesn’t do any damage while he fully 
recovers. He is expected to be full go 
before training camp in late July.

“The No. 1 issue is falling,” coach 
Urban Meyer said Saturday. “He can’t 
hand off right now. He can’t take a 
direct snap from under center. We’re 
just worried about any chance of  that 
arm getting jammed right now. … 
We can’t have (him) on the ground. 
That’s the biggest thing: We’ve got 
to keep people away from him. The 
pitch count’s not as big as the fact of  
keeping him upright.”

Lawrence is being held between 
30 and 40 passes, not including 
warmups, during each of  the team’s 
two practices that include 18 rookies 
and first-year players. Most of  those 
Saturday went to assistant coaches.

Burns holds on to Nelson lead
McKINNEY, Texas — Sam Burns is 

the 54-hole leader. Again. Local favor-
ite Jordan Spieth saved the magic for 
the 18th green. Again.

And the AT&T Byron Nelson is in 
a race to beat the notorious spring 
weather in Texas. Again. This time 
with plenty of  players having at 
least one eye on next week’s PGA 
Championship.

Burns shot a 3-under 69 for a 
one-stroke lead over K.H. Lee, who 
had a 67 and briefly pulled even 
before Burns missed by inches 

matching Spieth’s eagle on 18 and 
tapped in for birdie.

Spieth, Matt Kuchar and Charl 
Schwartzel each shot 66 and were 
three strokes back along with 38-year-
old Swedish journeyman Alex Noren, 
who shot 70 and is looking for his first 
PGA Tour win in his 104th start.

VeeKay latest IndyCar  
first-time winner

INDIANAPOLIS — Rinus VeeKay 
continued IndyCar’s youth movement 
Saturday by scoring his first career 
victory with a win on the road course 
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

The Dutchman became the third 
first-time winner through five races 
this season, the most at this point in 
the season since 2013.

“I have never cried before when 
I won a race, but I did today,” said 
VeeKay, who vowed to eat a cheese-
cake — perhaps the whole thing — in 
celebration.

The 20-year-old is the fourth winner 
24 or younger to reach victory lane 
this season, joining Alex Palou, 
Colton Herta, and Pato O’Ward in 
what is quickly becoming a changing 
of  the guard in IndyCar.

Djokovic and Nadal once more
ROME — Maybe the new gener-

ation of  tennis players isn’t quite 
so ready to end the eras of  Novak 
Djokovic and Rafael Nadal.

Titles for Stefanos Tsitsipas and 
Alexander Zverev in the Monte Carlo 
Masters and Madrid Open, respec-
tively, raised speculation again that 
the Big Three — including 39-year-old 
Roger Federer — was expiring.

Well, again, not yet.
Djokovic, who turns 34 in a week, 

and Nadal, who turns 35 next month, 
won a total of  three matches over 
younger players on Saturday and will 
renew their record-setting rivalry 
in the Italian Open final on Sunday 
— exactly two weeks before Roland 
Garros starts.

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
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MLB BOX SCORES
N.Y. YANKEES 8, BALTIMORE 2

New York AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
LeMahieu 2b 4 2 1 0 1 1 .270
Voit 1b 4 1 2 2 0 1 .143
Ford 1b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .093
Judge dh 4 2 2 2 1 1 .289
Urshela 3b 5 0 2 0 0 2 .303
Sánchez c 4 0 1 2 1 1 .190
Gardner cf 5 1 1 0 0 2 .173
Frazier rf 3 0 0 0 0 1 .141
Andújar lf 4 1 1 0 0 1 .095
Wade ss 4 1 3 0 0 1 .316
Totals 38 8 13 6 3 11  
Baltimore AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Mullins cf 2 0 1 0 1 0 .316
McKenna lf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .200
Hays lf-cf 4 1 1 0 0 1 .250
Mancini 1b 3 0 1 1 0 0 .253
Mountcastle 1b 1 0 0 0 0 0 .210
Stewart rf 4 0 0 0 0 3 .205
Galvis ss 3 0 0 0 0 0 .261
Urías ss 1 0 1 1 0 0 .226
Severino dh 4 0 0 0 0 0 .238
Ruiz 3b 3 0 1 0 0 1 .167
Valaika 2b 3 0 0 0 0 2 .188
Sisco c 2 1 1 0 1 0 .170
Totals 31 2 6 2 2 7  

New York 320 003 000—8 13 1
Baltimore 000 001 001—2 6 0

E—Urshela (5). LOB—New York 7, Baltimore 4. 2B—
Sisco (2). HR—Judge (11), off López. RBIs—Sánchez 
2 (8), Judge 2 (23), Voit 2 (2), Mancini (31), Urías (6). 
CS—Wade (2).

Runners left in scoring position—New York 2 
(Andújar, Gardner); Baltimore 1 (Stewart). RISP—New 
York 3 for 8; Baltimore 1 for 7.

Runners moved up—Mancini. GIDP—Voit, Hays, 
Galvis, Severino.

DP—New York 3 (Urshela, LeMahieu, Voit; 
LeMahieu, Wade, Voit; LeMahieu, Ford); Baltimore 1 
(Valaika, Galvis, Mancini).
New York IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Germán, W, 3-2 6   4 1 1 2 6 80 3.62
Luetge 1   0 0 0 0 0 11 3.10
Wilson 1   0 0 0 0 0 18 5.91
Cessa 1   2 1 0 0 1 17 2.25
Baltimore IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
López, L, 1-4 2   6 5 4 2 4 71 6.35
Akin 3 1/3  4 3 3 0 1 50 6.23
Wells 1 2/3  1 0 0 1 4 35 4.86
Armstrong 2   2 0 0 0 2 34 8.53

T—3:03. A—10,767 (45,971).

ATLANTA 5, MILWAUKEE 1
Atlanta AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Adrianza rf 5 1 1 0 0 0 .254
Freeman 1b 4 2 2 2 1 1 .221
Ozuna lf 4 1 2 0 1 0 .224
Albies 2b 5 0 3 1 0 0 .245
Swanson ss 4 0 0 1 0 3 .203
Riley 3b 4 0 0 0 1 4 .280
Contreras c 3 1 2 1 1 0 .265
Heredia cf 4 0 1 0 0 1 .295
I.Anderson p 3 0 0 0 0 3 .091
Minter p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
c-Sandoval ph 0 0 0 0 0 0 .281
Martin p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Smith p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Totals 36 5 11 5 4 12  
Milwaukee AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Wong 2b 3 0 0 0 1 0 .250
Narváez c 2 0 0 0 2 0 .338
García rf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .258
Vogelbach 1b 4 1 1 0 0 1 .202
Shaw 3b 2 0 0 0 0 1 .220
Reyes 3b 2 0 2 0 0 0 .258
Taylor lf 3 0 0 0 1 2 .219
Bradley Jr. cf 3 0 0 0 1 1 .161
Urías ss 2 0 0 1 0 0 .212
B.Anderson p 1 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Rasmussen p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
a-McKinney ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .211
Boxberger p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Perdomo p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
b-Cain ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .186
Milner p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Totals 28 1 3 1 5 6  

Atlanta 220 000 010—5 11 0
Milwaukee 000 000 100—1 3 0

a-grounded out for Rasmussen in the 5th. b-flied 
out for Perdomo in the 7th. c-hit by pitch for Minter 
in the 8th.
Atlanta IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
I.Anderson, W, 3-1 6   2 1 1 4 4 110 3.20
Minter, H, 8 1   0 0 0 1 1 18 4.58
Martin 1   0 0 0 0 0 11 2.45
Smith 1   1 0 0 0 1 10 4.50
Milwaukee IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
B.Anderson, L, 2/3 3 2/3  8 4 4 3 3 77 4.50
Rasmussen 1 1/3  0 0 0 1 4 24 4.24
Boxberger 1   0 0 0 0 0 10 3.60
Perdomo 1   0 0 0 0 2 14 5.91
Milner 2   3 1 1 0 3 33 4.50

T—2:54. A—16,344 (41,900).

MLB ROUNDUP

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Aaron Judge homered for the third 
time in two games, Domingo Germán 
had another stellar outing at Camden 
Yards and the New York Yankees beat 
the Baltimore Orioles 8-2 on Saturday 
night.

After hitting two home runs Friday, 
Judge provided New York a 5-0 lead 
with a two-run shot in the second. Six 
of  Judge’s 11 homers this season have 
come against Baltimore.

Germán (3-2) allowed one run and 
four hits with six strikeouts and two 
walks over six innings. He has won all 
four of  his career starts in Baltimore.

BRAVES 5, BREWERS 1
Ian Anderson took a no-hit try into 

the seventh inning, Freddie Freeman 
hit a two-run homer and the Atlanta 
Braves beat the Milwaukee Brewers on 
Saturday night.

Anderson (3-1) cruised through the 
first six innings, mixing a 96 mph fast-
ball, an effective changeup and an even 
slower curveball that kept the Brewers 
guessing.

The 23-year-old walked four and 
struck out four before the Brewers 
ended Anderson’s bid in the seventh. 
Daniel Vogelbach blooped a leadoff sin-
gle to center and Pablo Reyes followed 
with a double that chased Anderson.

TIGERS 9, CUBS 8
A.J. Hinch’s first month as Detroit’s 

manager was rough. Now he has reason 
to hope the worst is behind him.

Harold Castro hit an RBI single in 
the bottom of the 10th inning off Craig 
Kimbrel to give the Tigers a victory 
over the Chicago Cubs on Saturday. 
Detroit rallied from deficits of  2-0, 4-3, 
7-6 and 8-7 to win a back-and-forth game 
in which neither starting pitcher made 
it past the third. It was the fifth win in 
six games for the Tigers, who were 9-24 
before this upswing.

RED SOX 9, ANGELS 0
Alex Verdugo hit a solo homer in 

his first at-bat on his 25th birthday, 
Xander Bogaerts also went deep with a 
game-breaking, three-run shot and the 
Boston Red Sox beat the stumbling Los 
Angeles Angels on Saturday.

Rafael Devers added a solo shot, 
Bobby Dalbec hit a two-run double 
and Franchy Cordero drove in two 
runs with two doubles for the Red Sox 
(25-16), who won their third straight and 
matched their season high by climbing 
nine games over .500.

TWINS 5, ATHLETICS 4
Miguel Sanó snapped a 19-game 

homerless drought with a three-run 
homer in the eighth inning and the 
Minnesota Twins came back to beat the 
Oakland Athletics on Saturday.

Sanó pounded his chest and gestured 
to his teammates as he rounded the 
bases after his homer off Oakland 
left-hander Jake Diekman just reached 
the overhang in right field. Sanó was 
hitting just .114 this season before the 
homer, which was just his second of the 
year and first since the third game of  
the season.

Judge homers 
again as Yankees 

rout Orioles

AP PHOTO/TERRANCE WILLIAMS

New York Yankees’ Aaron Judge, right, 
celebrates Saturday with Gio Urshela 
after hitting a two-run home run off 
Baltimore Orioles starting pitcher 
Jorge Lopez.
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TAMPA BAY 12, N.Y. METS 5
New York AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Pillar cf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .253
b-Hager ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Lindor ss 4 1 1 1 0 3 .197
Conforto rf 4 0 1 0 0 2 .232
Alonso 1b 4 1 1 1 0 1 .250
Do.Smith lf 3 1 2 0 1 0 .252
McCann dh 3 0 1 0 1 2 .207
Villar 3b 4 1 1 0 0 0 .234
Nido c 4 0 0 0 0 1 .192
Peraza 2b 4 1 1 3 0 1 .300
Totals 35 5 8 5 2 12  
Tampa Bay AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Arozarena dh 5 1 3 1 0 1 .264
Lowe lf-2b 3 1 0 0 1 1 .194
Y.Díaz 1b 4 3 3 2 1 0 .273
Padlo 1b 0 0 0 0 0 0 .091
Wendle 3b 5 2 4 2 0 1 .289
Margot rf 5 1 1 1 0 0 .229
Adames ss 3 2 1 2 2 2 .187
Zunino c 4 0 0 0 1 1 .207
Phillips cf 5 0 1 2 0 2 .219
Brosseau 2b 1 0 0 0 0 1 .155
a-Meadows ph-lf 4 2 2 1 0 1 .210
Totals 39 12 15 11 5 10  

New York 031 000 010—5 8 1
Tampa Bay 100 500 06x—12 15 0

a-doubled for Brosseau in the 4th. b-lined out for 
Pillar in the 9th.

E—Nido (1). LOB—New York 5, Tampa Bay 9. 2B—Y.
Díaz 2 (7), Wendle 3 (13), Adames (5), Meadows (11), 
Phillips (5). HR—Peraza (1), off McClanahan; Alonso 
(6), off McClanahan; Lindor (3), off Springs. RBIs—
Peraza 3 (5), Alonso (18), Lindor (8), Margot (19), 
Adames 2 (13), Meadows (22), Arozarena (16), Y.Díaz 
2 (13), Wendle 2 (18), Phillips 2 (8). SB—Wendle (3), 
Villar (3).
New York IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Dr.Smith 2   2 1 0 0 3 24 0.00
Lucchesi, L, 1/3 1 2/3  3 4 4 1 2 31 9.19
Reid-Foley 1 1/3  3 1 1 0 2 23 1.42
Hunter 2   2 0 0 2 1 38 0.00
Barnes 0   2 3 3 1 0 10 7.84
Familia 1   3 3 3 1 2 22 3.09
Tampa Bay IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
McClanahan, W, 1-0 5 1/3  6 4 4 1 7 75 4.67
Kittredge, H, 2 1 2/3  0 0 0 0 3 19 1.50
Springs, H, 5 1   1 1 1 1 2 21 2.55
Reed 1   1 0 0 0 0 12 4.50

T—3:01. A—7,536 (25,000).

BOSTON 9, L.A. ANGELS 0
Los Angeles AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Ward rf 2 0 1 0 2 1 .188
Ohtani dh 4 0 1 0 0 3 .264
Trout cf 2 0 0 0 2 0 .336
Rendon 3b 3 0 0 0 1 0 .262
J.Iglesias ss 4 0 0 0 0 0 .279
Gosselin 1b 4 0 2 0 0 1 .300
Upton lf 4 0 0 0 0 2 .195
Suzuki c 2 0 0 0 2 1 .193
Fletcher 2b 4 0 0 0 0 0 .250
Totals 29 0 4 0 7 8  
Boston AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Gonzalez 2b 5 0 0 0 0 1 .217
Verdugo cf 4 2 2 1 0 0 .279
Martinez dh 4 1 2 0 0 1 .345
Bogaerts ss 2 2 2 3 1 0 .354
a-Araúz ph-ss 1 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Devers 3b 3 2 2 1 1 0 .279
Vázquez c 4 0 0 0 0 0 .258
Plawecki c 0 0 0 0 0 0 .243
Renfroe rf 4 0 0 0 0 1 .233
Dalbec 1b 4 2 2 2 0 0 .216
Cordero lf 4 0 2 2 0 1 .167
Totals 35 9 12 9 2 4  

Los Angeles 000 000 000—0 4 0
Boston 100 331 10x—9 12 0

a-lined out for Bogaerts in the 7th.
LOB—Los Angeles 9, Boston 4. 2B—Bogaerts 

(13), Dalbec 2 (7), Cordero 2 (5). HR—Verdugo (5), 
off Bundy; Bogaerts (9), off Bundy; Devers (10), off 
Ramirez. RBIs—Verdugo (17), Dalbec 2 (17), Cordero 2 
(8), Bogaerts 3 (26), Devers (31).
Los Angeles IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Bundy, L, 0-5 4   8 7 7 2 3 83 6.02
Ramirez 3   4 2 2 0 0 37 5.40
Claudio 1   0 0 0 0 1 16 4.50
Boston IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Pérez, W, 1-2 6   3 0 0 4 5 97 3.40
Valdez 1   0 0 0 1 1 23 3.14

Hernandez 1   0 0 0 2 1 21 4.26
Brice 1   1 0 0 0 1 18 6.94

T—2:52. A—9,374 (37,755).

MINNESOTA 5, OAKLAND 4
Oakland AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Canha lf 4 2 1 1 0 2 .241
Brown dh 4 1 1 0 0 1 .219
Laureano cf 4 0 1 1 0 2 .239
Olson 1b 4 1 2 2 0 0 .260
Chapman 3b 4 0 0 0 0 1 .210
Piscotty rf 4 0 1 0 0 2 .218
Pinder ss 4 0 1 0 0 0 .286
1-Andrus pr 0 0 0 0 0 0 .180
Kemp 2b 3 0 1 0 0 0 .224
b-Lowrie ph 1 0 0 0 0 1 .259
Garcia c 2 0 1 0 0 0 .175
c-Murphy ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .194
Totals 35 4 9 4 0 9  
Minnesota AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Garlick rf 3 1 1 0 0 0 .291
a-Arraez ph-lf 1 0 0 0 0 0 .279
Donaldson 3b 2 0 1 0 2 0 .284
Cruz dh 3 1 2 1 0 0 .295
Garver c 4 0 0 0 0 1 .191
Polanco 2b 3 1 1 0 1 0 .246
Refsnyder lf-rf 4 1 2 1 0 0 .500
Sanó 1b 4 1 1 3 0 1 .127
Kepler cf 4 0 0 0 0 0 .198
Simmons ss 2 0 0 0 1 0 .235
Totals 30 5 8 5 4 2  

Oakland 201 010 000—4 9 1
Minnesota 100 000 04x—5 8 1

a-popped out for Garlick in the 7th. b-struck out for 
Kemp in the 9th. c-grounded out for Garcia in the 9th.

1-ran for Pinder in the 9th.
E—Garcia (1), Berríos (1). LOB—Oakland 5, Minne-

sota 6. 2B—Brown (3), Piscotty (4), Pinder (1), Donald-
son (7), Polanco (9). HR—Olson (9), off Berríos; Canha 
(7), off Berríos; Sanó (3), off Diekman. RBIs—Olson 2 
(25), Laureano (17), Canha (11), Cruz (23), Refsnyder 
(1), Sanó 3 (8). S—Garcia.

Runners left in scoring position—Oakland 4 (Chap-
man, Garcia, Brown, Murphy); Minnesota 4 (Polanco, 
Garver, Arraez). RISP—Oakland 2 for 12; Minnesota 
3 for 11.
Oakland IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Irvin 6 2/3  5 1 1 2 2 81 3.02
Petit, H, 6 1   2 3 3 2 0 19 1.90
Diekman, L, 2-1, BS, 5-6  1/3  1 1 1 0 0 11 2.60
Minnesota IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Berríos 7   8 4 4 0 6 103 3.74
Colomé, W, 2/3 1   0 0 0 0 1 7 4.91
Robles, S, 1-2 1   1 0 0 0 2 17 3.45

T—2:51. A—12,212 (38,544).

DETROIT 9, CHICAGO CUBS 8
Chicago AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Pederson dh 5 1 1 0 0 1 .264
Bryant lf 4 3 2 0 1 0 .315
Báez ss 4 2 1 0 1 2 .254
Rizzo 1b 5 1 2 3 0 0 .238
Duffy 3b 5 1 3 5 0 1 .282
Happ cf 5 0 0 0 0 2 .157
Heyward rf 5 0 1 0 0 0 .176
Sogard 2b 4 0 1 0 1 0 .246
Wolters c 4 0 0 0 0 2 .125
Totals 41 8 11 8 3 8  
Detroit AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Grossman lf 4 2 2 0 2 0 .250
Candelario 3b 2 1 1 0 1 1 .286
1-Goodrum pr-ss 2 1 0 0 0 2 .239
Cabrera 1b 6 0 1 2 0 2 .172
Mazara rf 5 1 2 2 1 1 .228
2-Jones pr 0 1 0 0 0 0 .167
Schoop dh 5 0 3 2 1 2 .212
H.Castro ss-3b 6 0 1 2 0 3 .281
Haase c 5 0 0 0 0 2 .222
W.Castro 2b 5 2 2 0 0 1 .202
Baddoo cf 3 1 2 0 2 0 .221
Totals 43 9 14 8 7 14  

Chicago 202 030 000 1—8 11 0
Detroit 300 300 100 2—9 14 0

Two outs when winning run scored.
1-ran for Candelario in the 6th. 2-ran for Mazara in 

the 10th.
LOB—Chicago 7, Detroit 14. 2B—Rizzo (7), Báez (4), 

Duffy (4), Grossman (6), Mazara (1), Schoop (2). 3B—
Pederson (2). HR—Duffy (1), off Lange. RBIs—Rizzo 3 
(15), Duffy 5 (12), Mazara 2 (7), Schoop 2 (10), H.Cas-
tro 2 (7), Cabrera 2 (10). SB—W.Castro (1), Baddoo (3), 
Jones (2). CS—W.Castro (0).

Runners moved up—Duffy, Rizzo 3, Cabrera 2.
Chicago IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Williams 2   4 3 3 2 2 42 6.27
Mills 1 2/3 2 3 3 2 2 39 5.96
Steele 1 1/3 1 0 0 2 1 31 2.38
Winkler, H, 3  2/3 1 0 0 0 0 20 0.79
Brothers, H, 4  2/3 2 1 1 1 2 22 3.29
Tepera, BS, 0-2  2/3 1 0 0 0 1 12 3.71
Thompson 2   1 0 0 0 5 30 0.00
Kimbrel, L, 0-2, BS, 7-9  2/3 2 2 1 0 1 13 1.15
Detroit IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Ureña 2 2/3 5 4 4 1 1 48 4.22
Norris 1 1/3 1 0 0 0 2 16 6.14
Lange, BS, 0-2 1   3 3 3 0 0 21 8.03
Alexander 2   0 0 0 1 2 28 4.74
Cisnero 1   0 0 0 1 2 24 5.74
Fulmer, W, 3-2 2   2 1 0 0 1 25 3.45

T—4:06. A—8,000 (41,083).

PITTSBURGH 8, SAN FRANCISCO 6
San Francisco AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Slater cf 4 0 0 0 1 2 .218
Ruf rf 4 2 2 1 1 2 .235
Longoria 3b 5 0 0 0 0 2 .241
Flores 1b 3 1 2 0 1 1 .200
e-Belt ph-1b 1 0 0 0 0 1 .233
Crawford ss 4 1 2 2 1 0 .245
Dubón 2b 5 0 1 1 0 1 .224
Casali c 3 1 0 0 1 2 .100
Tauchman lf 2 1 1 2 2 1 .218
Cueto p 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000
Littell p 1 0 0 0 0 1 .000
Selman p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Doval p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
c-Wade Jr. ph 1 0 1 0 0 0 .273
García p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
McGee p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Totals 33 6 9 6 7 13  
Pittsburgh AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Frazier 2b 5 0 2 0 0 0 .318
Newman ss 5 1 2 1 0 0 .209
Reynolds cf 4 2 3 0 0 1 .301
Stallings c 5 1 3 4 0 0 .255
Polanco rf 3 0 1 0 1 0 .208
Craig 1b 4 1 1 0 0 3 .182
Gamel lf 4 1 1 0 0 1 .143
González 3b 3 1 0 1 1 0 .202
Anderson p 1 0 1 0 0 0 .125
a-Tom ph 1 0 1 1 0 0 .200
K.Keller p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Shreve p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
b-Stokes Jr. ph 0 1 0 0 0 0 .143
Stratton p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
d-Difo ph 1 0 0 0 0 0 .241
Rodríguez p 0 0 0 0 0 0 ---
Totals 36 8 15 7 2 5  

San Francisco 301 002 000—6 9 0
Pittsburgh 000 020 402—8 15 0

Two outs when winning run scored.
a-singled for Anderson in the 5th. b-hit by pitch for 

Shreve in the 7th. c-singled for Doval in the 8th. d-flied 
out for Stratton in the 8th. e-struck out for Flores in 
the 9th.

LOB—San Francisco 9, Pittsburgh 6. 2B—Ruf (2), 
Gamel (1), Frazier (13), Polanco (5), Stallings (10), 
Reynolds (15). HR—Ruf (5), off Anderson; Crawford 
(9), off Anderson; Tauchman (2), off K.Keller; Stallings 
(3), off McGee. RBIs—Ruf (13), Crawford 2 (21), Dubón 
(9), Tauchman 2 (7), González (15), Tom (6), Newman 
(8), Stallings 4 (15). S—Cueto 2.

Runners left in scoring position—San Francisco 4 
(Slater, Casali, Ruf 2); Pittsburgh 3 (Polanco, Craig 2). 
RISP—San Francisco 2 for 10; Pittsburgh 4 for 10.

Runners moved up—González. LIDP—Frazier. 
GIDP—Dubón, Stallings.

DP—San Francisco 3 (Longoria, Flores, Longoria; 
Crawford, Dubón, Flores; Ruf, Casali, Ruf); Pittsburgh 
1 (Stallings, González).
San Francisco IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Cueto 4 1/3  8 2 2 0 2 72 3.62
Littell 1 2/3  2 0 0 0 1 19 0.00
Selman  2/3  0 2 2 1 0 24 7.36
Doval, BS, 0-3  1/3  2 2 2 1 1 20 8.38
García 1   0 0 0 0 1 14 5.79
McGee, L, 1-1  2/3  3 2 2 0 0 10 5.09
Pittsburgh IP   H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Anderson 5   6 4 4 2 7 91 3.50
K.Keller 1 1/3  1 2 2 3 2 36 13.50
Shreve  2/3  0 0 0 1 0 9 0.00
Stratton 1   1 0 0 1 3 25 4.19
Rodríguez, W, 2-0 1   1 0 0 0 1 23 0.53

T—3:36. A—7,833 (38,747).

Lucchesi (1-3) gave up four runs in 1 
⅔ innings following Drew Smith, who 
worked two innings in his first major 
league start. Smith gave up one un-
earned run on two hits while striking 
out three.

The Rays collected 15 hits after com-
ing into the game with a .219 batting 
average.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Mets: 2B Jeff McNeil, who has 

reached base in 20 straight starts, was 
out of  the lineup again after missing 
Wednesday’s game with cramps. 
Manager Luis Rojas said McNeil was 
not running at full strength Friday.

Rays: Activated 1B Ji-Man Choi, 
who had arthroscopic surgery on his 
right knee . . . To create a roster spot 
for Choi, the Rays traded RHP Hunter 
Strickland to the Los Angeles Angels 
for a player to be named or cash.

DIAZ PUTS THE BALL IN PLAY
Rays manager Kevin Cash singled 

out Diaz, who has walked 27 times 
while striking out 21 times on a team 
that leads the majors with 434 whiffs in 
41 games. “It’s a strikeout game right 
now,” Cash said, “and when you get a 
guy that’s constantly putting pressure 
on the defense by putting the ball in 
play, that’s really important.”

UP NEXT
RHP Marcus Stroman (3-3, 2.01) will 

pitch Sunday’s series finale for the 
Mets against Rays LHP Josh Fleming 
(2-3, 2.73).

RAYS
FROM PAGE 1B

AP PHOTO/CHRIS O’MEARA

Tampa Bay Rays’ Randy Arozarena 
celebrates after his RBI single scored 
Austin Meadows during the fourth 
inning of Saturday’s game.

MLB BOX SCORES
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First Team 

C — FAITH WHARTON  
SOPHOMORE, CHARLOTTE

Wharton 
was a versatile 
player for the 
Tarpons. She 
was error-free 
on defense, 
tough to run on 
and a threat at 

the plate.
The sophomore hit .325 with 

six runs, 16 RBIs, five doubles 
and three home runs while 
also helping a pair of  freshmen 
pitchers adjust to the varsity 
level.

1B — BECKA MELLOR 
SENIOR, VENICE

Mellor played 
first base and 
was entrenched 
in the No. 3 spot 
in the order all 
season — hitting 
.485 with a team-
high 49 hits, 28 

runs and 38 RBIs in 29 games.
Mellor also had some power 

in her game with 12 doubles, 
four triples and four home 
runs, along with a knack for 
saving low and wild throws at 
first.

“We depend on that big hit 
all the time and we get it from 
Becka Mellor,” Venice coach 
Steve Constantino said after the 
win over Lakewood Ranch. “If  
people aren’t talking about her 
being one of  the best players in 
our area, then I don’t know who 
they’re talking about.

“She’s one of  the best, if  not 
the best. That kid basically does 
her job every single night.”

2B — JORDAN O’BRIEN 
SENIOR, VENICE

The starting 
second baseman 
for the Indians, 
O’Brien often 
batted second 
in the order — 
hitting .386 with 
29 runs, 29 RBIs, 

11 doubles, one triple and four 
home runs across 29 games.

O’Brien typically used a 
fake-bunt approach to draw 
infielders in before smashing 
hits over their heads.

SS — MICKEY COSLOR  
SOPHOMORE, PORT CHARLOTTE

The area’s 
leader in batting 
average (.500), 
Coslor’s hitting 
and speed at the 
top of  the lineup 
often rallied the 
Pirates.

The sophomore shortstop 
finished with a team-high 16 
runs and 27 hits along with 
nine RBIs, two doubles and two 
triples.

Coslor was also tough to stop 
on the base paths, stealing 22 
bases in 26 attempts.

3B — KAYLEIGH ROPER 
SENIOR, VENICE

It’s hard to find 
flaws in Roper’s 
game. She led her 
team in several 
hitting catego-
ries, including 
batting average 
(.489), runs (32), 

RBIs (44) and home runs (13) 
across 29 games.

The team’s starting third 
baseman, Roper was often the 
go-to player to nab would-be 
bunters with her quick and low 
arm angle.

She showed up for her team 
when it mattered most, too, 
going 9-for-15 with two walks, 
six runs, 9 RBIs, a double and 
three home runs in the playoffs 
— recording multiple hits in 
every playoff game until the 
regional final.

“If  you ask Roper, do you 
want to bunt there? She would 
in a heartbeat,” Constantino 
said after a playoff win over 
Riverdale. “She’s chasing our 
school home run record. Roper 
would give up a chance at a 
home run to lay down a bunt if  
it meant a run for our team, I 
promise you that.”

OF — MICAELA HARTMAN  
JUNIOR, VENICE

Hartman was 
one of  the best 
two-way players 
in the area — 
playing in the 
outfield or as the 
team’s desig-
nated player 

when she wasn’t in the pitching 
circle.

Often batting near the middle 
of  the lineup, Hartman finished 
with a .400 batting average, 
30 runs, 28 RBIs, four doubles 
and four home runs across 29 
games while committing one 
error in the field.

As the team’s No. 2 pitcher 
she owned a 4-1 record, a 2.35 
ERA and two saves over 50 2/3 
innings pitched.

OF — CIENNA NELSON  
SENIOR, NORTH PORT

A center field-
er and catcher, 
Nelson not only 
contributed in 
the field, but was 
also the Bobcats’ 
top hitter with 
a .480 batting 
average.

OF — AMBER CHUMLEY  
FRESHMAN, CHARLOTTE

The Tarpons’ 
top hitter on the 
season, Chumley 
hit .398 with 24 
runs, 35 hits, 16 
RBIs, 10 doubles, 
three triples and 
nine stolen bases 

across 26 games.
Chumley didn’t commit an 

error all year and also saw 
some time in the pitcher’s circle 
— going 3-2 with a 4.08 ERA 
over 24 innings.

DH — LEXI FITZGERALD  
FRESHMAN, CHARLOTTE

A freshman 
standout for 
Charlotte, 
Fitzgerald hit 
.365 with 18 
runs, 25 RBIs, 10 
doubles, a triple 
and two home 

runs.
Hitting near the middle of  

the lineup, Fitzgerald often had 
clutch hits in big spots — like a 
walk-off RBI single in a late-sea-
son win over Lemon Bay.

UTIL — TATUM MCGRATH  
SENIOR, VENICE

An experi-
enced senior who 
has played all 
over the dia-
mond for Venice, 
McGrath played 
left field this 
year and was 

a dangerous bat at the top of  
the lineup as the team’s leadoff 
hitter.

She found nearly any way 
to get on base — drawing a 
team-high 15 walks and a team-
high four HBPs while hitting 
.341 with 30 runs, 18 RBIs, five 
doubles and three triples along 
with a team-high 14 stolen 
bases.

TWO-WAY — DYLAN ANTHONY  
SENIOR, CHARLOTTE

Anthony had 
a late start to 
the season after 
going to the state 
tournament 
in basketball, 
but didn’t take 
long to get up to 

speed.
A third baseman and pitcher 

for Charlotte, Anthony hit .361 
with 23 runs, 29 RBIs, nine 
doubles, a triple and a team-
high six home runs.

Anthony had a 3.90 ERA over 
32 1/3 innings in the pitcher’s 
circle and committed just one 
error in the field.

P — KARSYN RUTHERFORD  
JUNIOR, VENICE

A work-
horse ace for 
the Indians, 
Rutherford 
pitched an 
area-high 113 
innings as she 
went 18-3 with a 

2.42 ERA — starting 23 of  her 
team’s 29 games.

Though she didn’t bat often, 
the left-handed slap hitter was 
effective, hitting .394 over 42 
plate appearances. 

P — LACI HENDRICKSON  
SENIOR, CHARLOTTE

The Tarpons’ 
ace finished 10-5 
with a 3.24 ERA 
over a team-high 
75 2/3 innings 
pitched — strik-
ing out 68 batters 
while walking 
just 20. 

P — TAYLOR ROCHE  
SENIOR, NORTH PORT

A top pitcher 
in the area, 
Roche broke 
her team’s 
single-game 
strikeout record 
three times 
— eventually 

peaking with a 19-strikeout 
game in a win over Mariner. 
The standout senior struck 
out 105 batters while walking 
just 20 as she gave North Port 
a chance to win nearly every 
game she pitched in.

Roche was also a tough out 
at the plate with a .380 batting 
average and power.

“I’ve been her coach since 
she started in JV, and she’s just 
awesome,” North Port coach 
Frank Baker said after Roche 
struck out 17 in a win over 
Port Charlotte. “The work that 
she puts in, she plays all year 
round, and it really makes a 
difference.” 

COACH — STEVE CONSTANTINO 
VENICE

After a lost 
season in 2020, 
Constantino 
made sure 
his team took 
advantage of  
their potential 
— winning the 

first district title since 2015 and 
hosting a regional champion-
ship game.

His team finished 24-5 in a 
season that included a perfect 
weekend at a tournament 
in Ocala, a win over No. 
2 Lakewood Ranch and a 
near-perfect record against 
local competition. 

Second Team 

C — TAYLOR HALBACK 
JUNIOR, VENICE

The team’s starting catcher 
in all 29 games, Halback 
worked well with Rutherford 
and Hartman behind the plate, 
along with recording nine hits, 
five runs, nine RBIs, a double, 
two triples and a home run on 
offense.

1B — EMMA JURISKO  
JUNIOR, PORT CHARLOTTE

Jurisko was a consistent 
threat at the plate for the 
Pirates, batting .364 with 10 
runs, eight RBIs, a double and 
a triple.

2B — KASSIDY HOPPER  
JUNIOR, CHARLOTTE

A solid defender and strong 
hitter for the Tarpons, Hopper 
hit .305 with 23 runs, 23 RBIs, 10 
doubles and four triples while 
walking 10 times and striking 
out just twice.

SS — BRI WEIMER  
JUNIOR, VENICE

A steady defender at short-
stop and a consistent threat at 
the plate, Weimer hit .365 with 
15 runs and 24 RBIs with six 
doubles and four home runs.

3B — JOCELYN VILLAREAL  
SENIOR, DESOTO COUNTY

A senior captain for the 
Bulldogs, Villareal was one of  
the most consistent defenders 
and batters for her 11-9 team.

OF — SAVANNAH JACOBS  
SENIOR, CHARLOTTE

One of  the team’s top players 
in every category, Jacobs hit 
.365 with 26 runs, 16 RBIs, six 
doubles, four triples and two 
home runs along with a team-
high 17 stolen bases.

OF — LIV SEIBERT  
SENIOR, VENICE

A steady all-around player, 
Seibert hit .286 with 27 runs 
and 11 RBIs as she moved all 
around the Indians’ lineup. The 
senior right fielder also stole 
12 bases and committed just 
one error in the field across 29 
games.

OF — MEGAN HANLEY 
SENIOR, VENICE

A speedy centerfielder for 
Venice, Hanley hit .323 with 
20 runs, nine RBI and three 
doubles along with 12 steals.

DH — MADISON KINKADE 
SOPHOMORE, LEMON BAY

One of  Lemon Bay’s top 
hitters, Kinkade hit .355 and 
walked more times than (6) she 
struck out (5), scoring a team-
high 21 runs along with nine 
RBIs, nine doubles and a triple 
over 21 games.

UTIL - JASMINE JONES 
SOPHOMORE, CHARLOTTE

Charlotte’s shortstop was 
an effective hitter — with nine 
walks and just six strikeouts 
along with a .315 batting 
average, 15 runs, 10 RBIs, two 
doubles, a triple and a home 
run.

TWO-WAY — MACKENZIE VAUGHAN 
FRESHMAN, LEMON BAY 

Vaughan was asked to do a 
lot as a freshman — playing 
multiple positions, including as 
the No. 2 pitcher. The versatile 
freshman finished with a .317 
batting average, 13 runs, 10 
RBIs, a double and a triple.

P — MIA FLORES  
FRESHMAN, CHARLOTTE

Flores was a surprise success 
as a freshman, going 4-1 with a 
2.72 ERA with 16 strikeouts to 
seven walks over 28 1/3 innings. 
Flores was also a threat at the 
plate with a .333 average, nine 
runs, 10 RBIs, a double and a 
home run.

P — KAYLIE RHODEN 
SOPHOMORE, DESOTO COUNTY

A strikeout artist for the 
Bulldogs, Rhoden won several 
games behind strong nights 
from the offense.

P — ELLA KRASZEWSKI 
JUNIOR, LEMON BAY

The Mantas’ go-to pitcher, 
Kraszewski was also a re-
lied-upon hitter. She hit .368 
with 12 runs, 19 RBIs, six 
doubles, a triple and a home 
run.
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Congratulations to the athletes who made the 
All Area Softball Team.
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

Relief  might be in sight for 
those facing the end of  the 
foreclosure moratorium due to 
expire June 30.

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau recently 
announced a set of  rule 
changes which would strength-
en protections for struggling 
mortgage borrowers, including 
those with non-federally backed 
loans excluded from nationwide 
COVID-related relief.

The proposed changes would 
block foreclosures until Dec. 31.

This came as good 
news for Angela Hogan, 

executive director of  Gulf  
Coast Partnership, a nonprofit 
organization based in Punta 
Gorda whose goal is to end 
homelessness.

“There are still millions, may-
be $1 billion in aid allotted to 
Florida that has not yet gotten 
to the homeowner or bank,” 
she said.

The aid was authorized by 
the federal government to help 
people during the pandemic, 
but it has not made its way 
down to the local level, she 
pointed out.

Extending the moratorium 
until the end of  the year would 
give various agencies more 
time to decide how to admin-
ister programs to help people 
pay their mortgages and avoid 
foreclosure.

“Money starts at the federal 
level, then goes to the state, to 
branches of  state governments, 

then to the county and cities,” 
said Hogan.

“All of  this takes time, and 
Florida has to decide how to 
roll out that program.”

Hogan said mortgage relief  
money would allow people to 
keep their homes, but they 
would have to apply when such 
programs become available.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
FORECLOSURES

The moratorium on foreclo-
sures which began on April 
2, 2020 in Florida, caused the 
number of  filings to drop 
significantly. This was a far cry 
from the Great Recession when 
there were 400 to 500 foreclo-
sures some months, recalled 
Clerk of  the Circuit Court 
Roger Eaton.

In 2020, January saw 20 
foreclosures, February had 28, 

and 26 in March, following a 
similar pattern over several 
previous years. But in April, 
the first month of  the morato-
rium last year, there were just 
three foreclosures. For all of  
2020, there was a total of  178 
foreclosures.

This stood lower than prior 
years: There were 362 in 2019, 
392 in 2018, and 332 in 2017.

This January this year there 
were 21 foreclosures, 16 in 
February, 17 in March, and 25 
in April.

When asked whether 
Charlotte County could expect 
a deluge once the moratorium 
ends, Eaton said his office 
was “prepared to work with 
the judiciary and all parties 
in connection with any exten-
sion of  the moratorium on 
federally-backed mortgage 
foreclosures.”

He added he didn’t anticipate 

seeing the number of  filings 
which occurred from 2007 to 
2010. There were 2,542 fore-
closures in 2007; 4,922 in 2008; 
4,550 in 2009; and 2,494 in 2010. 
Subsequent years saw declines.

LAWYER CRITICAL OF THE 
MORATORIUM

Not all think extending the 
moratorium on foreclosures is a 
good thing. Foreclosure defense 
attorney Carmen Dellutri of  
the Dellutri Law Firm in Port 
Charlotte, said many are “up 
in arms over this, saying when 
are we going to put an end to it 
(moratoriums).” Dellutri called 
the move “a matter of  kicking 
the can down the road.”

Dellutri’s firm represents 
clients who face foreclosure.

Dellutri said the extension 
would see borrowers owing 

Relief in sight for those facing foreclosures
Government 

pushes to extend 

moratorium

SEE RELIEF, 4C

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — For more than 30 
years, the Englewood Water District has 
encouraged young people to promote 
water conservation.

While the COVID-19 curtailed this 
year’s school year, Water District offi-
cials didn’t let the pandemic completely 
dampen the spirit of  this year’s “Drop 
Savers” poster art competition. This 
year’s competition was limited to high 
school and middle school students.

The students were asked to envision 
why water conservation is needed.

The Drop Savers Water Conservation 
Poster Contest coincided with National 
Drinking Water Week. The national 
poster contest was sponsored by the 
American Water Works Association, but 
local businesses have lent their support 
to Englewood student submissions, 
including assisting with prize money.

Englewood 
Water District 

names its 
‘Drop Savers’

PROVIDED BY ENGLEWOOD WATER DISTRICT

SKY Academy Middle School student 
Karli Klocinski won first place for 
the Englewood Water District annual 
Drop Savers poster contest for middle 
school students. She also earned a 
honorable mention in a statewide 
competition.

SEE WATER, 4C

By OLIVIA CAMERON
STAFF WRITER

Southwest Floridians are all too famil-
iar with power loss during hurricanes 
and storms, but who’s there to commu-
nicate for us in a state of  emergency?

On Saturday morning in Punta Gorda, 
the Charlotte Amateur Radio Society 
collaborated with the Burnt Store Lakes 
Homeowners Association Community 
Emergency Response Team to demon-
strate how Ham Radio operators can 
send and receive messages without 
electricity, cell phone service or wifi.

“It’s not really a hobby, but more 
a way of  life,” said CARS President 
David Weinstein, who has worked with 
amateur radio operation for roughly 60 
years.

“We’re a very vulnerable society 
because of  our reliance on the internet 
and communications,” said Weinstein.

In the event of  an emergency, 
Weinstein said amateur radio operators 
team up with Emergency Management 
to assist those injured by getting the 
word out.

Duwain Hunt, with Charlotte County 
Florida Ares, demonstrated how an 
email can be sent from his radio in a 
under a minute through a system in 
conjunction with a handheld radio. 

“We are active before and we are ac-
tive after an event,” Hunt said. “During 
an actual event, we just hunker down 
like everyone else.”

Hunt explained in the event of  a 
natural disaster or other emergency, 
operators are able to communicate to 
emergency services the types of  injuries 
and attention people may need.

Most of  the operators’ equipment also 
only required a “Go Box,” a few batter-
ies and a portable antenna.

For more information, visit carsfl.org.

‘Ham’ it up for hurricane season

Emergency radio 

operators communicate 

without power

SUN PHOTO BY OLIVIA CAMERON

Charlotte Amateur Radio Society President David Weinstein of Punta Gorda shows how his radio sends and receives 
messages with little energy usage.

Amateur radio operator Duwain 
Hunt of Charlotte County 
demonstrated how quickly an 
email can be sent in the case of an 
emergency.

261 W. Marion Ave. • Punta Gorda, FL

(941) 639-2610 • hesslerfl oors.com
M-F 8am to 6pm • Sat. 9am to 5pm • Sun. 1pm to 5pm

ad
no=

3796184-1

Family 
Owned 

& Operated 
Since 1951

save up to

$1,000
on select fl ooring

Now is the time to save on 
gorgeous fl oors during 

National Karastan Month.
Special fi nancing available. See store for details.

SALE ENDS JUNE 22, 2021



PAGE 2C SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021    The Daily Sun  |  www.yoursun.com

                         GULF WATER
                        TEMPERATURE

Monterrey
86/70

Chihuahua
90/59

Los Angeles
64/59

Washington
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New York
73/55

Miami
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Atlanta
80/59

Detroit
68/53

Houston
82/72
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Chicago
74/55

Minneapolis
74/54

El Paso
90/66
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64/51
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75/48

San Francisco
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75/52

Toronto
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73/48
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0-50 Good; 51-100 Moderate; 101-150 Unhealthy 

for sensitive groups; 151-200 Unhealthy; 201-
300 Very Unhealthy; 301-500 Hazardous

Source: scgov.net
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The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 

the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 

3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

The AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an 

exclusive index of eff ective temperature based on eight 

weather factors.

UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

Precipitation (in inches)

Temperatures

Source: National Allergy Bureau

Precipitation (in inches)

AIR QUALITY INDEX

CONDITIONS TODAY

Temperatures

Precipitation (in inches)

POLLEN INDEX

PORT CHARLOTTE

Temperatures

MONTHLY RAINFALL

SEBRING

Totals are from a 24-hour period ending at 5 p.m.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Possible weather-related delays today. Check 

with your airline for the most updated schedules.

 Hi/Lo Outlook Delays

AIRPORT City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

FLORIDA CITIES

WEATHER HISTORY

VENICE

WEATHER TRIVIA™

Punta Gorda

Englewood

Boca Grande

El Jobean

Venice

Cape Sable to Tarpon Springs

Tarpon Springs to Apalachicola

 Wind Speed Seas Bay/Inland
 direction in knots in feet chop

 High Low High Low

MARINE

TIDES

 Cold Warm Stationary Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

 Fronts Precipitation

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

SUN AND MOON

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

U.S. Extremes

 Minor Major Minor Major

The solunar period schedule allows planning 

days so you will be fi shing in good territory or 

hunting in good cover during those times. Major 

periods begin at the times shown and last for 1.5 

to 2 hours. The minor periods are shorter.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

SOLUNAR TABLE

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 

are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Port Charlotte

Englewood

Fort Myers

Myakka City

Punta Gorda

Lehigh Acres

Hull
Arcadia

Longboat Key

Placida

Osprey

Limestone

Venice

Sarasota

Boca Grande
Cape Coral

Sanibel
Bonita Springs

North Port

Tampa

Bradenton

Bartow

Brandon

St. Petersburg

Wauchula

Lake Wales

Frostproof
Apollo Beach

Clearwater

Ft. Meade

THE NATIONTODAY / TONIGHT

Partly sunny; low 

humidity

Partly cloudy

HIGH 90° LOW 66°
0% chance of 

rain
5% chance of 

rain

Partly sunny

90° / 66°
0% chance of rain

MONDAY

Sunny to partly 

cloudy

93° / 70°
5% chance of rain

TUESDAY

Breezy with times of 

clouds and sun

91° / 70°
25% chance of rain

WEDNESDAY

Mostly cloudy with 

a thunderstorm 

possible

89° / 69°
30% chance of rain

FRIDAY

Clouds and sun, a 

t-storm possible; 

breezy

88° / 69°
30% chance of rain

THURSDAY

70 80 89 92 90 84

Air Quality Index readings as of Saturday

Main pollutant: Ozone

Punta Gorda through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 0.56”

Normal month to date 0.96”

Year to date   5.07”

Normal year to date 10.50”

Record 1.30” (2018)

High/Low 89°/65°

Normal High/Low 89°/66°

Record High 96° (1985)

Record Low 56° (2013)

Sebring through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

High/Low 82°/66°

Venice through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 0.03”

Normal month to date 0.82”

Year to date   4.22”

Normal year to date 11.79”

Record 1.30” (1971)

High/Low 86°/66°

Normal High/Low 86°/67°

Record High 95° (1994)

Record Low 59° (1965)

Pollen Index readings as of Saturday

Month 2021 2020 Avg. Record/Year
Jan. 0.29 1.23 1.80 9.93/2016

Feb. 0.74 2.11 2.43 11.05/1983

Mar. 0.59 trace 3.28 9.26/1970

Apr. 2.89 4.02 2.03 5.80/1994

May 0.56 4.79 2.50 15.98/2018

Jun.  9.92 8.92 23.99/1974

Jul.  8.33 8.22 14.22/1995

Aug.  9.61 8.01 15.60/1995

Sep.  8.13 6.84 14.03/1979

Oct.  3.59 2.93 10.88/1995

Nov.  6.91 1.91 6.91/2020

Dec.  2.95 1.78 6.83/2002

Year 5.07 61.59 50.65 (since 1931)

 Today Mon.

Apalachicola 79 67 s 80 69 pc

Clearwater 86 71 s 86 73 s

Daytona Beach 79 67 s 80 68 pc

Fort Lauderdale 82 74 pc 84 76 pc

Gainesville 81 58 s 83 61 pc

Jacksonville 79 59 s 81 64 pc

Key Largo 83 77 pc 83 79 pc

Key West 85 76 pc 85 78 pc

Lakeland 83 66 s 85 67 pc

Melbourne 80 70 s 81 72 pc

Miami 83 73 pc 84 75 pc

Naples 89 69 pc 90 70 pc

Ocala 84 60 s 85 64 pc

Okeechobee 80 63 s 82 64 pc

Orlando 81 64 s 84 67 pc

Panama City 81 64 s 82 67 pc

Pensacola 80 67 pc 81 68 pc

St. Augustine 79 66 s 79 68 pc

St. Petersburg 88 70 s 89 71 s

Tallahassee 85 58 s 87 63 pc

Vero Beach 81 68 s 83 71 pc

West Palm Beach 82 73 pc 84 75 pc

Today 5:30p 1:33a --- ---

Mon. 6:20p 2:27a --- ---

Today 4:07p --- --- ---

Mon. 4:57p 12:43a --- ---

Today 2:22p 11:37p --- ---

Mon. 3:08p --- --- ---

Today 6:02p 2:02a --- ---

Mon. 6:52p 2:56a --- ---

Today 2:22p 11:22p --- ---

Mon. 3:12p --- --- ---

 NE 8-16 1-3 Light

 ENE 8-16 2-4 Light

Ft. Myers 89/67 part cldy none

Punta Gorda 90/63 part cldy none 

Sarasota 89/66 sun none 

First

May 19

Full

May 26

Last

Jun 2

New

Jun 10

Today 10:17 a.m. none

Monday 11:13 a.m. 12:36 a.m.

Today 6:40 a.m. 8:10 p.m.

Monday 6:39 a.m. 8:10 p.m.

Today 10:06a 3:53a 10:31p 4:19p

Mon. 11:02a 4:49a 11:28p 5:15p

Tue. 11:57a 5:44a ---- 6:09p

PUBLICATION DATE: 05/16/21

WORLD CITIES
 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Amsterdam 58 49 t 58 45 sh

Baghdad 108 75 s 108 77 pc

Beijing 77 52 c 88 56 s

Berlin 62 46 t 62 48 t

Buenos Aires 64 50 c 63 50 pc

Cairo 100 67 s 89 65 s

Calgary 76 49 s 77 43 pc

Cancun 88 77 pc 88 78 pc

Cape Town 63 46 pc 63 45 pc

Caracas 87 74 pc 87 73 pc

Dublin 56 40 t 56 39 c

Halifax 60 45 pc 58 44 pc

Kiev 74 55 c 67 55 t

London 57 48 t 60 46 sh

Madrid 82 54 pc 80 52 pc

Mexico City 75 56 t 76 58 t

Montreal 71 51 c 75 55 s

Moscow 71 54 c 80 64 pc

New Delhi 104 82 pc 102 82 pc

Paris 62 50 sh 60 48 sh

Rio de Janeiro 77 68 pc 79 70 s

Rome 70 59 pc 72 52 pc

St. John’s 44 32 pc 44 32 pc

San Juan 89 76 pc 90 76 pc

Sydney 63 50 s 66 48 s

Tokyo 73 68 r 77 69 c

Toronto 70 49 pc 70 50 s

Vancouver 65 51 pc 63 50 r

High   93° at Needles, CA Low   23° at Walden, CO

(For the 48 contiguous states yesterday)

80°

Residents around Stamford, Conn., 

rejoiced on May 16, 1678, when 

much-needed rain broke the grip of a 

terrible drought. 

Q: One inch of water on one acre of land 

weighs 110 pounds or tons?
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 Today Mon.

 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Knoxville 75 55 pc 78 61 pc

Las Vegas 80 64 s 88 69 s

Little Rock 83 65 pc 74 66 r

Los Angeles 64 59 sh 68 60 pc

Louisville 68 61 t 75 62 r

Memphis 83 67 pc 78 66 t

Milwaukee 66 51 pc 64 51 pc

Minneapolis 74 54 pc 76 58 pc

Montgomery 84 58 s 85 63 c

Nashville 79 61 pc 78 63 pc

New Orleans 84 73 pc 86 74 t

New York City 73 55 pc 72 56 pc

Norfolk, VA 72 56 pc 70 58 c

Oklahoma City 69 63 t 77 62 t

Omaha 69 59 t 74 57 pc

Philadelphia 74 52 pc 72 53 c

Phoenix 90 66 s 88 70 s

Pittsburgh 68 49 pc 69 51 c

Portland, ME 69 49 pc 64 47 pc

Portland, OR 81 53 s 76 51 pc

Providence 74 52 t 72 52 pc

Raleigh 74 55 c 70 57 c

Rapid City, SD 62 47 t 68 46 s

Salt Lake City 77 55 pc 76 56 t

St. Louis 70 61 t 68 63 r

San Antonio 82 73 t 88 73 t

San Diego 65 62 sh 68 63 pc

San Francisco 65 53 pc 62 52 pc

Seattle 75 52 s 68 50 pc

Washington, DC 71 56 pc 70 55 sh

Albuquerque 83 55 s 77 52 s

Anchorage 52 42 pc 52 43 pc

Atlanta 80 59 s 80 63 c

Baltimore 72 52 pc 70 52 sh

Birmingham 82 60 pc 82 64 c

Boise 84 55 s 87 54 s

Boston 74 56 pc 67 53 pc

Buff alo 70 50 pc 71 51 s

Burlington, VT 73 51 t 75 53 pc

Charleston, WV 69 52 c 68 53 r

Charlotte 77 58 pc 79 60 pc

Chicago 74 55 pc 74 56 c

Cincinnati 69 58 c 68 59 r

Cleveland 67 52 pc 68 52 c

Columbia, SC 82 55 s 83 60 pc

Columbus, OH 72 54 c 68 55 r

Concord, NH 75 46 t 73 46 sh

Dallas 74 68 t 83 70 t

Denver 64 51 t 60 48 t

Des Moines 69 58 r 73 57 r

Detroit 68 53 pc 71 53 pc

Duluth 70 51 pc 77 52 pc

Fargo 82 52 pc 83 56 pc

Hartford 74 49 t 76 49 pc

Helena 79 49 s 84 52 s

Honolulu 84 73 pc 85 73 pc

Houston 82 72 t 84 74 t

Indianapolis 69 58 c 66 58 r

Jackson, MS 84 65 pc 81 68 t

Kansas City 71 61 r 73 61 sh

A: 110 tons

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office reported the following 
arrests: 

Sabrina Louise Cole, 30, 
of  Punta Gorda. Charges: 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. Bond: 
$5,000.

Steve Shaffer, 40, 27400 block 
of  Sandrala Drive, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: knowingly 
driving while license suspended 
or revoked. Bond: $1,500.

Paul Mitchell Anderson, 27, 
33100 block of  Oil Well Road, 
Punta Gorda. Charges: sexual 
battery by a person 18 years of  
age or older upon a person 18 

years of  age or older without 
physical force or violence and 
battery by intentional touch or 
strike. Bond: $157,500.

Cally Esposito, 29, 4200 
block of  River Bank Way, Port 
Charlotte. Charge: battery by 
intentional touch or strike. 
Bond: none.

Christopher Paul Lester, 27, 
20400 block of  Albury St., Port 
Charlotte. Charges: battery by 
intentional touch or strike and 
out-of-county warrant. Bond: 
$2,500.

Sarah Ruth Weaver, 35, 23300 
block of  Olean Blvd., Port 
Charlotte. Charges: possession 
of  a controlled substance 
without a prescription 

and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: $7,000.

Roland Howard Hembree, 
51, homeless of  Port Charlotte. 
Charges: failure to stop 
vehicle as ordered by a law 
enforcement officer, resisting 
an officer without violence 
and driving without license-
revoked. Bond: none.

Erik Travis Anderson, 38, 
homeless of  Port Charlotte. 
Charges: tampering with or 
fabricating physical evidence, 
resisting an officer without 
violence, possession of  a 
controlled substance without 
a prescription and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. Bond: 
$15,000.

Jayson William Sawyer, 42, 
of  Leonminster, Massachusetts. 
Charges: DUI-fourth or 
subsequent offence and 
refusing to accept and sign a 
summons. Bond: $36,500.

Paul Edward Malaterra, 44, 
of  Englewood. Charge: violation 
of  probation. Bond: none.

Jeremy Scott Steffen, 41, 
400 block of  Sunset Drive, 
Englewood. Charge: violation 
of  probation. Bond: $1,462.50.

William Andrew Koehler, 48, 
of  Bellaire, Michigan. Charges: 
resisting an officer without 
violence and breach of  peace 
disorderly conduct. Bond: 
$3,500.

The North Port Police Department 
reported the following arrests: 

Elizabeth Terese Freidhof, 34, 
2600 block of  Roxbury Circle, 
North Port. Charge: possession 
of  a controlled substance 
without a prescription. Bond: 
$1,500.

Lamar Neal, 44, 8200 block 
of  Lombra Ave., North Port. 
Charge: possession of  a con-
trolled substance without a 
prescription. Bond: $1,500.

Joshua Wirick, 39, 2600 
block of  Roxbury Circle, North 
Port. Charge: possession of  a 
controlled substance without a 
prescription. Bond: $1,500.

Compiled by Olivia Cameron

POLICE BEAT

STAFF REPORT

Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s detectives are 
investigating a shooting 
that took place at 4:40 a.m. 
Saturday in Murdock.

One vehicle was 
damaged in the shooting 
near Fleetwood Drive 
NW and Joplin Avenue 
NW, which is near 
Cochran and Lake View 
boulevards.

“After interviewing 

witnesses it is believed to 
be a directed incident,” 
states the Sheriff’s Office. 
“The investigation is 
ongoing and the Major 
Crimes Unit continues to 
follow leads, but does not 
believe there is danger to 
the general public.”

Anyone with 
information is asked to 
call Southwest Florida 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
780-TIPS or the Sheriff’s 
Office at 941-639-2101.

Detectives investigate 
shooting in Port Charlotte

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

Employees with the 
Charlotte County Clerk’s 
Office decided to band 
together to raise money 
to support the Autism 
Awareness Foundation of  
Charlotte County.

Cathy Ingegnere, assistant 
to Clerk of  the Circuit 
Court Roger Eaton, said 
through supporting the 
foundation, staff members 
were also showing support 
for an employee who has an 
autistic child.

The staff raised $350 and 
presented the check to 
foundation president Steve 
Vieira and treasurer Debbie 
Vieira on May 6.

The fundraising took place 
in April, which is National 
Autism Awareness month.

Employees wore autism 
awareness T-shirts last 
month as part of  their 
fundraising effort and to 
draw attention to autism 
spectrum disorder.

“The Clerk’s office and its 
staff enjoy supporting local 
nonprofits, both personally 
and financially,” Eaton said 

in a statement.
He praised the foundation, 

saying it “does excellent 
work, and we will continue 
to support them.”

AUTISM FACTS
According to the Centers 

for Disease Control, ASD 
occurs in one in 54 births.

There are more than 
5.4 million U.S. adults 
with ASD, or 2.21% of  the 
population.

ASD is more common in 
boys and men.

Worldwide 1% of  the 
population has ASD.

Clerk’s office donates to local autism foundation

PHOTO PROVIDED

Charlotte County Clerk’s Office staff members (from left) Sherly 
Lasalle-Rios, Karen Brese, Ivette Hernandez, Veronica Torres and Theresa 
Anderson wear shirts supporting autism awareness.

STAFF REPORT

Florida Highway Patrol troopers are investigating a 
fatal crash that took place shortly after 2 p.m. Saturday on 
Cochran Boulevard near the U.S. 41 intersection in Port 
Charlotte.

According to FHP, a 42-year-old Port Charlotte man was 
driving a dump truck west on Cochran Boulevard. As he 
was approaching the green light at U.S. 41, a 74-year-old 
man, also from Port Charlotte, was on a motorized tricycle 
going southbound on the shoulder of  U.S. 41.

The 74-year-old man tried to turn onto Cochran 
Boulevard when he and the dump truck collided, states the 
report. The man died on the scene. The dump truck driver 
was not injured.

Pedestrian killed in  
Cochran Boulevard crash

COMMUNITY  
NEWS BRIEFS

Centennial Park Pool closure
The Centennial Park pool, at 1120 

Centennial Blvd., Port Charlotte, will 
be closed this weekend. The pool will 
resume normal operating hours Monday. 

South Gulf Cove Park restrooms
The South Gulf  Cove Park restrooms 

will be closed for renovations through 
June 11. Portable toilets and hand-
washing stations will be available for 
public use during this time. South Gulf  
Cove Park is located at 10150 Amicola St., 
Port Charlotte. 
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$99 VISION SPECIAL*

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR 
ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 

Whether it’s your first eye exam or you have an eye condition, our 
specialists provide the highest level of compassionate care to ensure you 

maintain your best vision through every stage of life.

• Complete medical eye exam
• Eyeglass prescription 
• Complete pair of eyeglasses with frame
• FREE polarized sunglasses

$99
VISION

SPECIAL*

INCLUDES:

941-740-8779
2135 Tamiami Trail  Port Charlotte, FL 33948

QuigleyEye.com

Our Port Charlotte Tamiami clinic is open Monday through Saturday 
to care for one of your most precious assets – your eyes. 

* $99 Vision Special is good for new patients only by appointment
or walk-in at our Port Charlotte Tamiami location.

Offer includes any frame up to $85. Frame selection may vary by store location. Only valid for Single Vision or Bifocal CR-39 Clear Lenses. Free Polarized 
Plano Sunglasses are for Polaroid Brand only. Patient can upgrade to include prescription on the Free Sunglasses at an additional charge. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon, offer, vision care plan, eye exams/contact lens fittings, package pricing, or prior orders. Additional charges apply. See 
one of our Licensed Opticians for further details. Offer expires May 31, 2021.

Call or Scan to schedule your appointment today 

DR. DEBRA MCCRACKEN
Dr. Debra McCracken received 
a Master of Science degree in 
physiological optics and has 

specialized training in laser vision 
correction. Her passion for making a 
difference in the world is expressed in 
the way she cares for all her patients.

DR. DENISE BILLINGS
Dr. Billings has decades of 
experience caring for her 

patients with respect and 
kindness. When she’s not helping 

her patients see the world more 
clearly, Dr. Billings enjoys exploring 
the great outdoors with her family.
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This past week, I had the 
unexpected opportunity to 
visit the central branch of  the 
Kansas City Public Library.

It is right smack downtown, 
amid the funky coffee shops, 
historic hotels, profound vibe 
of  musical heritage, and what 
I must presume to be excellent 
barbecue options. I was not 
lucky enough to sample any 
Kansas City barbecue, but I 
cannot dwell on that sadness 
as the library was nourishing 
enough.

The library is housed in a 
stately building, and is very 
pleasant, but what makes 
it uniquely delightful is the 
mural painted on one side, 
which appears to be a giant 
bookcase along the street. 
It brings the essence of  the 
library out into the world in 

way that is both playful and 
inspiring.

While the Elsie Quirk 
Library is perhaps a bit more 
humble in appearance, I felt 
an affinity between these two 
libraries; because in the end 
what made the Kansas City 
library great to visit was 
not the building, or even the 
fabulous mural, but the staff 
member at the door who was 

exceptionally helpful, friendly 
and kind.

In a number of  ways it was 
clear that the Kansas City 
Library is creating, sustaining 
and celebrating community, 
just as we strive to do at Elsie 
Quirk. The bells and whistles 
may vary, but the purpose of  a 
library transcends geography 
and architecture, and the 
heart of  any good library are 
the staff members who serve 
everyone who walks through 
the door with dignity and 
kindness.

It is my great privilege to 
work among the staff at Elsie 
Quirk serving the unique 
community of  Englewood, and 
as much as I was delighted by 
Kansas City, to return home to 
the Elsie Quirk Library is a joy 
and an honor.

A tale of two excellent libraries

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Kansas City Library is an interesting architectural 
structure in the city’s downtown area.

ZINA JAYNE
Elsie Quirk Library

By OLIVIA CAMERON  
AND SUE ERWIN

STAFF WRITERS

The Animal Welfare League 
has dozens of  animals waiting 
to find a forever home. This 
week, the AWL is highlighting 
Rhett and Abby.

Rhett is a strong lab mix 
who is about 3 years old. He 
had femoral head ostectomy, 
surgery intended to restore 
pain-free mobility to the hip, so 
his leg is fixed and he is ready 
to go wherever life takes him. 
His foster parent enjoyed his 
company and called him a “love 
bug.” Rhett would make a great 
addition to a home with an 
empty spot on the couch to fill.

Abby’s foster parent said 
she came to their house with a 
partially shaved back and front 
right leg. Abby was at another 
shelter that could not service 
her diabetic needs and had 
been scheduled to be eutha-
nized, so AWL took her in. AWL 
has no history on her before 
that. Abby did not eat at first, 
so her foster parent placed her 
in a spare bathroom, emptied 
the vanity and turned it into a 
cat condo. After a week or so, 
she started eating as a result of  
being given topical ear medi-
cation. According to her foster 
parent, Abby has a strong pref-
erence for dry food as opposed 
to canned. She prefers lying on 
the tile as opposed to the carpet 
or the bed. Abby has a soft purr 
and meow, and is a very quiet, 
mellow cat.

The shelter is located at 3519 
Drance St., Port Charlotte. 
It is currently operating by 
appointment only from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. seven days a week. 
Prior to adoption, all animals 
are microchipped, spayed or 
neutered, dewormed, tested for 
heartworm and are current 

with their shots, including 
rabies.

Call 941-625-6720 or visit 
www.AWLShelter.org for more 
information.

NORTH PORT RESCUE GARAGE PET 
OF THE WEEK

Meet Kado, a 9-month-old 
pit bull mix. He’s a sweet big 
boy of  about 60 pounds. He 
gets along with other dogs, but 
will need a strong owner as 
he needs some leash work and 
likes to jump to say hello. He 
would do well in a home with 
no small children.

To meet Kado, contact 
Rescue Garage of  North Port, 
a nonprofit organization that 
helps match unwanted pets 
with forever homes.

For more information, visit 
www.rescuegarage.org or call 
941-777-4364.

Rhett and Abby  
hope to find their  

forever homes

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE ANIMAL 
WELFARE LEAGUE

Rhett and Abby are available 
for adoption at the Animal 
Welfare League

more months of  back mort-
gage payments. Although 
lenders work with borrowers 
to set up payment plans, the 
extra time would not make a 
difference for some who would 
later face even heftier mort-
gage payments and debt due to 
the extension.

The moratorium does not 
forgive mortgage debt; rather, 
it extends the time before a 
lender could foreclose on a 
property.

Some of  those not being able 
to pay now might not have the 
funding at the end of  the year 
and hence would owe even 
more, he said.

Dellutri pointed out that if  
the housing market falters and 
the borrower’s home value 
goes down and the owner loses 
equity, there would be less of  
an incentive to try to save the 
house.

He said in addition to mort-
gage debt, many homeowners 
have credit card debt, student 
loans and car loans to pay off.

In effect, the extension 
would just be delaying the 
inevitable for some, he said.

Although Dellutri and oth-
ers would probably have more 
clients once the moratorium 
ends, he said this is not what 
he wants to have happen. He 
said what homeowners need it 
to keep their family in a home 
to keep them stable. He said 
perhaps some will feel it is 
better to sell the house and get 
out now, then get their finan-
cials in order and move on.

“Hope is not a plan,” he said.

HELP IS NEAR
Should a house be foreclosed 

after the homeowner has 
explored all options, such 
as working with the bank, 
they should ask for help. In 
Charlotte County, the 211 sys-
tem can provide information 
on agencies which provided 
assistance with rent, a mort-
gage payment or utilities, 
said Denise Dull, director of  
landlord engagement for Gulf  
Coast Partnership.

Should all avenues be ex-
hausted, there is still hope. Jeff 
Watts, director of  programs 
for the Charlotte County 
Homeless Coalition, said the 
agency helps residents with 
rent, move-in costs, utilities 
and food.

A free dinner is offered to 

the public every evening from 
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Homeless 
Coalition in Port Charlotte, 
he said. One does not need to 
make an appointment.

Various food banks and food 
pantries throughout Charlotte, 
Sarasota and DeSoto counties 
provide food plus assistance 
with rent, utility bills and 
other essentials.

NATIONWIDE CRISIS
According to the CFPB, 

nearly 3 million homeown-
ers have fallen behind on 
mortgage payments. As of  
February, serious mortgage 
delinquencies — those 90 days 
or more past due — were at 
five times their pre-pandemic 
levels, according to mortgage 
data provider Black Knight.

Currently, only federal-
ly-backed mortgages could 
qualify for up to 18 months of  
COVID-19 related forbearance 
and are protected from foreclo-
sure until after June 30.

Those not having a Fannie 
Mae, Freddie Mac, VHA, VA or 
USDA loan would lose protec-
tion from foreclosure on June 
30, but the CFPB proposal 
would protect all borrowers 
from foreclosure through the 
end of  the year.

RELIEF
FROM PAGE 1C

This year’s first 
place winners are SKY 
Academy Middle School 
student Karli Klocinski 
and Lemon Bay High 
School student Sarah 
Colbert. Their entries 
competed for state 
recognition.

Colbert’s entry took 
second place, while 
Klocinski achieved an 
honorable mention in 
the state competition.

But they weren’t the 
only winners.
Lemon Bay High 
School

• First: Sarah Colbert.
• Second: Charlotte 

Pineault.

• Third: Beatriz De La 
Cruz.

• Honorable men-
tions: Connor Crosson, 
Jennifer, Lopez-Rico and 
Dat Tran.
LA Ainger and SKY 
middle

• First: Sky Academy 
student Karli Klocinski.

• Second: L.A. Ainger 
student Sophia Siligato.

• Third place: Vallerie 
Koppelmann.

• Honorable men-
tions: Giselle Pina, 
Malakai Strauss, Sienna 
Pasternack.

Email: steve.reilly@
yoursun.com

WATER
FROM PAGE 1C

PROVIDED BY ENGLEWOOD WATER DISTRICT

Lemon Bay High School student Sarah 
Colbert took first place in the Englewood 
Water District’s annual Drop Savers 
poster contest. She also earned second 
place in a statewide competition.

INSTANT REBATES

$55 Per  Month
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Up to$1,650

941-405-0128 
 4SeasonsAC.com
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$10 Off
AC Tune-UP
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Share your best wishes and 
create a memorable keepsake. 

Saturday, May 29  

ONLY $29
Includes a color photo and message of 30 words or less

Reserve your graduation greeting by May 25
Call 941-206-1212 or email calendar@yoursun.com  

Proud Parents and Grandparents
Join us in recognizing the Class of 2021

ad
no=

3795827-1
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Madison 
Wiley

Charlotte High School

You’ll do great 
things at UCF! 

We’re so proud of you 
and love you!

Mom, Dad, 
Grandma and Grandpa
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CHARLOTTE

Susan J. Christie
Susan J. Christie, 71, of  

Port Charlotte, Florida, 
passed away on May 8, 
2021.

Susan was the wife 
of  Robert Christie for 
32 years. She was the 
mother of  four: Mike 
Strong, Wendy Christie, 
Tanya Hobbs and Laura 
Cantu. She had six 
grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. She 
is also survived by her 
brothers, Tom Ford of  
Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and Mike Ford, of  Punta 
Gorda, Florida.

Susan was born in 
Indiana where she worked 
for a law firm. When she 
moved to Florida in 1996, 
she started a career at 
Moffitt Cancer Center, 
where she proudly retired 
after 20 years.

The love of  Robert’s 
life will be missed so very 
much.

Rita Dawn (Fancher) 
Fendick 

On April 7, 2021, at UHS 
Wilson Memorial Medical 
Center, Johnson City, NY, 

the angels 
came and 
escorted 
Rita Dawn 
(Fancher) 
Fendick, 83, 
of  Punta 
Gorda, FL, 
to heaven 

to be with the Almighty 
Father and loved ones. 
Her husband and son 
Matthew were by her 
side. From home, Rita’s 
children, grandchildren, 
other family members, 
and friends prayed for her 
and kept her close to their 
hearts.

Rita was born and 
raised in Johnson City, 
NY. She is predeceased 
by her parents Richard 
A. and Christine M. 
(Csernansky) Fancher 
and siblings Howard, 
Edward, Mrs. Evaline 
Kozak, Mrs. Gladys 

Roman, Richard, and Mrs. 
Shirley Potter.

Rita is survived by 
Alfred Fendick, her loving 
husband and best friend 
of  66 years. Their five 
children: Dawn (Brian) 
Phoenix, NY; Mark 
(Robin) Fendick, NY; 
Richard Fendick, NY; 
Alfred (Susan McCoy 
Johnston, fiancé) Fendick 
Jr., FL, and Matthew 
(Jodi) Fendick, NY. Ten 
grandchildren: Timothy 
(Sandy Plute, fiancé) 
Phoenix, CA; Richard 
(Jennifer) Phoenix, PA; 
Randy Fendick, FL; Adam 
(Katie) Phoenix, NY; 
Tiffany (Nate Williams) 
Fendick, FL; Cayla 
(Joseph) Gonzalez, NY; 
Joshua Fendick, NY; 
Sydney Fendick, NY; 
Jake Fendick, NY; and 
Colby Fendick, NY. Seven 
great-grandchildren: Nina 
and Thaddeus Phoenix, 
PA; Gabriel and Julian 
Gonzalez, NY; Kayden 
Williams, FL; James and 
Jonathan Phoenix, NY; 
and numerous nieces, 
nephews, and friends she 
held close to her heart.

Gone but not forgotten, 
although we are apart 
your Spirit lives within 
us, F’OREVER in our 
hearts. Our family 
extends a heartfelt thank 
you to all of  Rita’s health 
care providers for their 
compassionate care 
and support during her 
journey with dementia 
and her short illness.

A Memorial Mass will 
be offered at 10 a.m. on 
Thursday, May 27, 2021, 
at St. James Church, 
147 Main St., Johnson 
City, NY. Service may be 
viewed online at https:/
livestream.com/stjamesjc. 
Burial will be private. 
Services provided by J. F. 
Rice Funeral Home, Inc.

Wanda J. Matthes
Wanda J. Matthes, 80, 

of  Port Charlotte, Florida, 
passed away on May 5, 
2021. Arrangements are 
by National Cremation 
Society.

ENGLEWOOD

Elaine Ann Chapman
Elaine Ann Chapman, 

80, of  Rotonda West, 
Florida, passed away on 
Saturday, May 8, 2021, 
at Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital.

Elaine was born on 
Sept. 29, 1940, in Detroit, 
Michigan. She was pre-
ceded in death by her par-
ents, Theodore and Ann 
Wypycha, and brother, 
Norman. She is survived 
by her son, Steven John 
Drane, daughter-in-law 
Christien, and three 
grandchildren.

On June 19, 1965, 
Elaine married Nelson 
B. Chapman. Nelson has 
four daughters, Laurel, 
Deborah, Cynthia and 
Julia.

Elaine led a very active 
life which encompassed 
selling real estate, work-
ing as church secretary, 
managing partner in 
four business ventures, 
and board member of  a 
Sarasota County Mental 
Health Organization. 
When her son Steven, 
asked what her greatest 
achievements in life were, 
she answered her 56-year 
marriage to Nelson and 
the harmony of  melding 
two families.

Elaine will be interred 
at Gulf  Pines Memorial 
Park, Englewood, Florida.

Harold “Bud” Harty
Harold “Bud” Harty, 79, 

of  Englewood, Florida, 
passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, May 9, 2021.

Born on Oct. 21, 
1941, in Wilkes Barre, 
Pennsylvania, to the late 
Harold and Marion Harty, 
he was an all-star football 
player in high school and 
attained the rank of  Eagle 
Scout in the Boy Scouts of  
America.

Dr. Harty went to Wiles 
College where he received 
his bachelor’s in biology 
education in 1963, after 
which he taught high 
school science in New 
York and New Hampshire 

for several years. He then 
received a master’s in 
biology education from 
the State University of  
New York and a master’s 
in chemistry education 
from the University 
of  Pennsylvania. He 
obtained the PhD in 
teacher education/higher 
education from Syracuse 
University in 1972.

He spent most of  his ca-
reer at Indiana University 
in Bloomington, where 
he served as a professor 
of  science education and 
in various administrative 
roles. During this time, 
he published extensively 
in major referred educa-
tion and science-related 
journals. He then served 
as the Dean of  the School 
of  Education, Graduate 
& Special Academic 
Programs at Fort Valley 
State in Georgia.

His final years in aca-
demia were at Morehead 
State University in 
Kentucky, where he 
was the Dean of  the 
College of  Education 
and Behavioral Sciences. 
During his career, he 
authored or co-authored 
over 100 publications and 
two books, contributing 
extensively to the field of  
science education. He also 
served on the dissertation 
committees of  hundreds 
of  PhD and EdD candi-
dates, fostering the next 
generation of  science 
educators.

He enjoyed spectator 
sports, golf  and fishing, 
and many of  this retire-
ment years were spent on 
the golf  course, watching 
his favorite teams play, 
and visiting grandchil-
dren. He was a devoted 
member of  Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in 
Englewood.

He leaves behind his 
loving wife of  57 years, 
Jane Harty; two sons, 
Lance (Irene) Harty 
and Tyson (Jehan El-
Jourbagy) Harty; one 
sister, Janice (Frank) 
Yablonsi; and six grand-
children, Nicholas and 

Matthew Harty, Ryker, 
Faraday, Steen and 
Kestrel Harty.

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Englewood Community 
Funeral Home with 
Private Crematory has 
been selected to handle 
arrangements. You may 
share a memory with the 
family at www.englewood 
fh.com

Robert “Bob” Charles 
Stern Sr. 

Robert “Bob” Charles 
Stern Sr., was born in 
Jersey City, New Jersey, 

in 1944 
and died 
on May 
5, 2021, in 
Englewood, 
Florida.

He was 
the second 
of  three 
children 

born to Charles 
and Helen 
Stern. He grew 

up in Secaucus, New 
Jersey, and served in the 
U.S. Army for four years 
as a lineman in White 
Sands, New Mexico, 
and later in Karlsruhe, 
Germany. Bob married 
Dolores in 1966 and they 
resided in Milton, New 
Jersey, before moving 
with their two small 
children, Robert and 
Denise, to Englewood, 
Florida, in 1969. Bob 
owned and operated 

Stern’s Auto Service and 
Tire Center in Englewood 
for 46 years. Throughout 
his life he was a proud 
member of  the Lemon 
Bay Sunrise Rotary, 
Jaycees, Sportsman Club, 
Moose, American Legion, 
Elks, and VFW.

Bob was an avid sports-
man and enjoyed duck 
hunting and fishing at 
Lake Okeechobee during 
the 1970s and 1980s. He 
enjoyed golfing and 
coordinating the Tuesday 
night Weenie League as 
well as numerous charita-
ble golf  tournaments. In 
recent years he spent his 
time taking day cruises 
and offshore fishing 
trips aboard his boat 
the RobBob. Bob was an 
integral member of  the 
Englewood community 
and will be missed by 
many.

He is survived by his 
wife of  54 years, Dolores; 
and their children, 
Robert, Jr. of  Englewood, 
and Denise Marks of  
Osprey, Florida; Robert’s 
wife, LeAnn and their 
children, Robert, III and 
Sarah; Denise’s husband, 
Robert “Bob” and their 
daughter, Hannah.

A celebration of  his life 
will be held from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, May 30, 
2021, at the Englewood 
Elks Lodge.

In Loving Memory
Betsy Mullen Graham

Betsy Mullen Graham, 77, of  Punta Gorda, 
Florida died Wednesday, May 5, 2021, in Fort Myers, 
Florida. Betsy is survived by her loving husband, 
Robert A. Graham; her two children, a brother and 
four grandchildren.

A celebration of  Betsy’s life will be held at a later 
date in Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

Friends may visit online at www.robersonfh.com 
to extend condolences to the family.

Arrangements by Roberson Funeral Home & 
Crematory Punta Gorda Chapel.

We run birthday 
announcements with a 
photo in Sunday’s Sun. 
Email your photo, along 
with the name, age and 
birth date, to newstips@
yoursun.com.

Happy birthday to 
Angelina Sganga, who 
will be 9 on May 19.

Happy birthday to 
Kolten Henry Warner, 
who will be 6 on 
May 21.

BIRTHDAYSWEEKLY RECORD
MARRIAGES

Bradley Jay Maschino, 
of  Grand Blanc, 
Michigan, and Felicia 
Nicole Ray, of  Grand 
Blanc, Michigan.

Edward Charles Erb, 
of  Natrona Heights, 
Pennsylvania, and 
Rachelle Lee Erb, 
of  Natrona Heights, 
Pennsylvania.

Dakota Adah Veal, of  
Collegedale, Tennessee, 
and Nicholas Dewayne 
Gates White, of  
Collegedale, Tennessee.

Austin James Evans, of  
Terre Haute, Indiana and 
Erin Nichole Manning, of  
Terre Haute, Indiana.

Elizabeth Jane 
Donatoni, of  New York, 
New York, and William 
Doyle Hawkins, of  New 
York, New York.

Jennifer Marie 
Hammond, of  Owosso, 
Michigan, and David 
Frederick-George 
Whalen, of  Owosso, 
Michigan.

Cole Patrick Huggins, 
of  Andover, Minnesota, 
and Lauren Mariah 
Hoese, of  Andover, 
Minnesota.

Kimberly Nadine 
Gorman, of  Belle Chasse, 
Louisiana, and Cody Ryan 
Stroman, of  Belle Chasse, 
Louisiana.

James Charles Blalock, 
of  Fort Myers, and Ashley 
Lynn Wheeler, of  Fort 
Myers.

Jacquelyn Deanna 
Lewin, of  Port Charlotte, 
and Rodney Wayne 
Mahan, of  Port Charlotte.

Allen John Werner, 
of  Venice, and Shannon 
Marie Markell, of  Venice.

Renee Marie Broderick, 
of  Cape Coral, and 
Alexander James Koontz, 
of  Saginaw, Michigan.

Errardo Deriko 
Wizzard, of  Fort Myers, 

and Andreana Evette 
Dassie, of  Fort Myers.

Wadi Salim Gomero-
Cure, of  Sarasota, and 
Monica Maria Kelly, of  
Sarasota.

Anderson Silva De 
Freitas, of  Venice, and 
Samanta Silva Peixoto, of  
Venice.

Heather Nicole Davis, 
of  Punta Gorda, and 
Paul Jay Vanportfliet, of  
Wyoming, Michigan.

Robert Michael 
Manning, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Patricia 
Lynn Jagels, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Songul Koca Dacht, of  
North Port, and Dogan 
Yilmaz, of  North Port.

Arthur Valery 
Grebenuk, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Anna 
Vadimovna Maksimenko, 
of  Sarasota.

Soufiane Loumani, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Lauren Elizabeth Tavares, 
of  Port Charlotte.

Kaitlyn Brianne Kalin, 
of  Rotonda West, and 
Chad Kent Weeks, of  
Rotonda West.

Jose Luis Reyes Juarez, 
of  Sarasota, and Blanca 
Veronica Saavedra 
Molina, of  Sarasota.

Claudette Mombia, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Eldilus Didi Moncoeur, of  
Port Charlotte.

Clayton William 
Gaskell, of  Port Charlotte, 

and Thien Bao Nguyen 
Le, of  Port Charlotte.

Heidi Taranovich, of  
Rotonda West, and Tom 
Michael Wood, of  Rotonda 
West.

David Wayne Ekiss, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Candy Lyn Callaway, of  
Cambridge, Maryland.

Peter Robert Dilibero, 
of  Punta Gorda, and 
Franklin James Gaerlan, 
of  Punta Gorda.

James Robert Mills, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Domenica Loredana 
Shively, of  Port Charlotte.

Eduardo Nolasea 
Monreal, of  North Port, 
and Gloriana Gamboa 
Horn, of  North Port.

Neal Thomas Kinsinger, 
of  Punta Gorda, and 
Doreen Amaral, of  North 
Port.

Linda Kay Halden, 
of  Rotonda West, and 
Thomas Edward Nugent, 
of  Rotonda West.

Taylor Joshua White, 
of  Englewood, and 
Kailey Elizabeth Pack, of  
Englewood.

Jayme Rita Michelle 
Michaud, of  Punta Gorda, 
and Jarrett Bryan Clark 
Logan, of  Punta Gorda.

Thomas Bille Reyes, 
of  North Port, and Julie 
Coryn Holland, of  North 
Port.

Jenifer Leah 
Castrovinci, of  Cape 
Coral, and Kevin John 

Graham, of  Cape Coral.
Alyssa Joy Judd, of  

Englewood, and Davis 
Anthony Wetmore, of  
Sarasota.

Tylor Marie Simpson, 
of  Cape Coral, and Moira 
Michelle Hooks, of  Cape 
Coral.

Alanna Janel 
Sammons, of  Venice, and 
Casey Miles Sloan, of  
Englewood.

Samantha Lynn Winch, 
of  Punta Gorda, and 
Corey James Fantuzzi, of  
Punta Gorda.

Jordan Eileen Lilly, 
of  Venice, and David 
Kenneth Stewart, of  
Jensen Beach, Florida.

Joan Kathryn 
Kostusiak, of  North 
Port, and Donald Willard 
Wolkins, of  North Port.

Ashlyn Elizabeth Weed, 
of  Venice, and Joshua 
Leslie Kennedy, of  Port 
Charlotte.

DIVORCES
Victoria Acevedo v. 

Efrain Ramos Lebron
Jacqueline Griffiths 

Bailey v. Joseph Louis 
Bailey

Alayna Baker v. Shawn 
Baker

Angela Marie 
Bermudez v. Ramon 
Bermudez

Myrlande Bien-Aime v. 
Pierre Leblanc

Dawn Michelle Wilson 

Dasher v. Richard Scott 
Dasher

Denise Marie 
Durnavich v. Donald 
Louis Durnavich

Patti A. Edelbach v. 
Robert G. Edelbach

Angel Sade Fluitt v. 
Alvin C. Fluitt

Jayson Andrew 
Franklin v. Amanda 
Renee Franklin

William Isaha 
Frascatore v. Alicia Marie 
Frascatore

Catrell Hill v. Billie 
Jean Marie Hill

Patricia Huffman v. 
Steven Huffman

David Colt Lemons Sr. 
v. Narana Johnson

Randy Jay Lofthouse v. 
Sitney Lofthouse

Roger Nehring v. 
Cynthia Nehring

Heather M. Oskey v. 
Ronald J. Oskey

Briana Scimemi v. 
Stephen Joseph Scimemi 
II

Yolanda Crespo Vina v. 
Carlos D. Garcia Martinez

Crystal Wheeler v. 
Trevor Wheeler

Korey Brett Wilson v. 
Emma Elizabeth Wilson

Thomas Wynne v. 
Teresa Marie Wynne

Eric Johnson 
L.F.D.

Micah Botts 
L.F.D.

Carolyn Johnson 
U.S.M.C.

941-833-0600
www.JohnsonTaylorFuneral.com

1515 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda

Celebrating the Uniqueness of Life 
with Personalized Services

• Pre-Arrangement Services

• Offering Cremation & Traditional Burial Services

• Northern Burials

• Veteran Services
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State Republicans  
hold all the power
Editor:

The debate over finalizing 
Florida’s budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year 
contained a statement that 
sums up the disdain the 
Legislature’s Republican 
majority has for the will of  
the people and the democratic 
process.

When Democrat Susan 
Valdes asked a simple 
question about why the 
majority included language 
requiring school districts to 
apply for American Rescue 
Plan funds that were supposed 
to go directly to the districts, 
Republican Randy Fine who 
was defending the bill replied, 
“because we can.”

Nothing could better sum 
up the arrogance with which 
the Republican majorities in 
both houses of  the Florida 
Legislature carry out their 
constitutional duties.

They consistently run 
roughshod over legislative 
process rules and sound 
policymaking because, at 
the behest of  their corporate 
handlers and the radical 
Republican agenda focused on 
disenfranchising those who 
might vote against them, they 
can.

Who loses out in all 
this? You and me, and any 
semblance of  rational policy 
making for our benefit.

When it next comes time to 
go to the polls here in Florida, 
remember this dynamic. When 
Republican state officials ask 
why we voted to oust them, we 
will simply say, “because we 
can.”

Michele Moe
Punta Gorda

Don’t give capitalism  
credit for vaccines
Editor:

A recent letter to the editor 
gave all the credit for vaccines 
to capitalism. What the 

author neglected to mention 
was that the government (i.e. 
taxpayers) have to date paid 
the companies $8.75 billion for 
those vaccines. This amounts 
to approximately $44 each for 
200 million doses.

Has anyone paid $88 for 
their two vaccine shots? Would 
the two companies have only 
charged that much if  they had 
funded the development of  the 
vaccines themselves? Recall 
the EpiPen debacle when the 
Mylan Corporation raised the 
price from $100 in 2009 to $265 
in May 2013, to $460 in May 
2015, to over $600 in May 2016. 
A 500% increase for a device 
and drug that cost Mylan 
about $35 to manufacture 
(rampant capitalism at its 
worst).

I am all for capitalism with 
a conscience, but one must 
admit that the roll out of  the 
COVID vaccines is one of  the 
best examples of  government 
and industry working together 

to meet the needs of  society, 
sometimes call socialism. 
And, by the way, many should 
retake Economics 101 to 
learn the distinction between 
Communism when the 
government owns the means 
of  production and controls 
distribution, and socialism 
where government uses public 
funds to help meet the needs 
of  the public — big difference.

David Tarbox
Punta Gorda

My friend, neighbors  
were there for me
Editor:

Abundance of  thanks to my 
friends/neighbors. It happens 
to all of  us — an illness, a 
personal loss, and for some, 
a bad fall ending with a back 
fracture. One minute you’re 
looking up at a blue sky — the 
next, you are staring down at 
the pavement, having to call 
on friends and neighbors for 

much needed support.
Everything stops in an 

instant — from retrieving 
the morning newspaper and 
afternoon mail, to fetching 
groceries, prescriptions 
and medical supplies. Then 
comes the organization of  
kitchen cabinets for food in 
easy reach. Driving is an 
impossible task. Your phone 
is your life-line. Medications 
have to be scheduled and 
written down when to take 
them and what they’re for. 
You start going through your 
phone book, deciding what 
person might have the time 
to assist you without feeling 
like a beggar on a mission of  
mercy.

Overwhelming relief  comes 
when you get an answer of  
pleasantness and willingness 
to help. One day, you wake up 
and realize the pain has slowly 
subsided, and you thank God, 
knowing recovery is on its 
way. You want to shout out 

appreciation from the rooftops 
to people that have given you 
this gift by turning a terrible 
ordeal into final closure.

So to all that have given 
their time, by actions of  
caring, and just being there, 
thank you. And know, when 
you need a helping hand, this 
gal’s hand will be there for 
you! With gratitude and love.

Ann Marie Stenhouse
Englewood

DeSantis is listening  
to his constituents
Editor:

Your recent Another View 
from the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel would, I think, be 
more properly titled “Same 
View: Please Don’t Notice.” 
The only surprise in the piece 
is that you took the trouble to 
outsource your anti-DeSantis 
diatribe. Must be running out 
of  ideas internally?

So if  I understand this 
piece correctly, we have a 
strong governor who has run 
the state into the ground so 
badly that we have attracted 
enough people from the 
former “centers” of  the 
Northeast to gain at least one 
Congressional seat. Mmmmm. 
A governor who listens to his 
constituents rather than his 
critics (et tu, Sun?), makes 
decisions and acts on them. 
Mmmm.

A governor who treats his 
constituents as his bosses 
rather than his subjects. 
Who declared that he would 
not receive the vaccine on a 
priority basis simply because 
he is an elected official. 
Mmmmm. A governor who 
does not believe that “Shut 
up sheep, and obey!” is the 
way to begin or end a speech 
or other communication. 
Mmmm. Definitely have to do 
something about this man. I 
suggest a landslide re-election.

Mark Surrusco
Punta Gorda

OUR VIEW

What is the plan for red tide?
OUR POSITION: What are we 
really doing to attack red tide?

R ed tide reared its ugliness 
last week, ruining what 
we hoped would be an 

algae-free season and raising 
the question of  what progress 
has the state of  Florida making 
to reduce its threat and impact 
to our environment.

It’s been a couple of  years 
since the really bad red tide 
outbreak — caused by higher 
than normal outbreak of  
Karenia brevis (microscopic 
algae native to the Gulf  of  
Mexico) — that all but shut 
down businesses along the Gulf  
shores and ruined the season 
for restaurants and visitors. 
That outbreak — and the swell 
of  complaints from the public 
— pushed Florida lawmakers 
and others to look for answers. 
It’s no secret how badly the 
state depends on tourism 
revenue and if  red tide was 
going to continue to threaten 

that, income something had to 
be done.

Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis signed into law a 
statute to establish and support 
the Florida Red Tide Mitigation 
& Technology Development 
Initiative as partnership 
between Mote Marine in 
Sarasota — a 64-year leader 
in nonprofit marine research 
including extensive studies of  
red tide — and FWC’s Fish and 
Wildlife Research Institute, the 
unofficial arm of  the state sad-
dled with looking for answers 
to red tide. The bill provides a 
$3 million appropriation from 
the General Revenue Fund each 
year for six years ($18 million 
total). Mote Marine gets a share 
of  that pot to lead the campaign 
to control red tide.

The old adage, out of  sight, 
out of  mind is appropriate 
when we try to assess the 
progress being made. Few 
citizens have kept up with the 
work being done by the state 

and Mote, and even fewer have 
the access or the ability to see 
the working being done. We 
count ourselves among that 
group. We kept asking “What is 
being done to ease the fear that 
red tide will suddenly appear to 
ruin our day at the beach?”

Kevin Claridge, vice presi-
dent of  Sponsored Research 
and Coastal Policy Programs, at 
Mote was able to give us some 
clarity into the fight against red 
tide.

“Mote is well on the way to 
discovering several alternatives 
through a series of  research 
experiments from the lab, to 
specifically designed tanks 
that’ll mimic coastal waters 
and species, to offshore envi-
ronments,” Claridge said in an 
email to The Daily Sun.

Information he sent, much 
of  which is included on Mote’s 
website under Florida Red Tide 
Mitigation and Technology 
Development Initiative, includ-
ed photos of  research labs and 

work being done in the Gulf  to 
study treatments for red tide 
algae.

Claridge said bringing in new 
harmful algae bloom mitigation 
ideas and partners to Mote 
has been helpful. He added 
that using the state’s financial 
appropriation and maximizing 
that through Mote’s ability 
to acquire philanthropic and 
federal funding has been a 
boost also.

We were glad to hear that 
some actual tests are being 
conducted with some success.

Two mitigation technologies, 
ozonation and clay application 
have been tested in controlled 
nearshore settings, Claridge 
said. And, lab and research 
tank experiments are continu-
ing as well with these two tools.

We don’t expect a cure for red 
tide soon. It is a long process 
that includes hits and misses 
in research. You can’t cure a 
problem the scope of  red tide in 
a few months.

In the meantime, we can 
continue to work on not 
dumping nutrients into the 
waters that feed into our 
bays, harbors and the Gulf  of  
Mexico, which many believe 
can help feed the organism and 
trigger harmful blooms. We 
have a couple of  big players to 
the north and south that may 
exacerbate the situation: to 
the north, we saw millions of  
gallons of  contaminated water 
spill from Piney Point near Port 
Manatee in the south portion 
of  Tampa Bay, and to the south 
there are continuing releases 
of  high-nutrient freshwater 
and blue-green algae down the 
Caloosahatchee River from 
Lake Okeechobee.

We hope scientists are watch-
ing this situation to see what 
happens and figure out how to 
end the cycle.

PUBLISHER AND EDITOR
Glen Nickerson

COMMENTARY EDITOR
John Hackworth

T hursday afternoon, 
during the 2 o’clock 
hour, the coronavirus 

pandemic ended for about a 
third of  America. Henceforth, 
says Dr. Rochelle Walensky of  
the CDC, the 117,647,439 people 
who have been fully vaccinated 
have been freed from wearing 
masks outdoors or indoors 
(which would seem to include 
everywhere) and from the six-
foot social distancing. Let’s all 

have a round of  applause, like 
the kind we used to have for 
health-care workers.

If  you’re one of  those mil-
lions who is two weeks past 
after completion of  your shots, 
go ahead and burn or bury your 
mask or keep it on if  you like 
the look or feel, it doesn’t mat-
ter. You are protected. But, and 
this is a very big but, the other 
213,801,842 Americans need 
to either get their second shot 

(36,338,873) or have their arm 
meet the needle. Otherwise, 
keep that mask on to shield 
yourself  and others in this 
newly segregated society.

The maskless and close-by 
President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris on 
Thursday showed what it’s like 
on the other side of  COVID-19.

The two classes of  people is 
at this point mostly by choice. 
The vaccine is safe for ages 12 

and up and likely soon enough 
the age will drop, drop, drop 
to include everyone. Young 
kids should stay covered up 
indoors, but outdoors, the risk 
of  transmission is negligible.

Joining the protected vacci-
nated minority, which we hope 
will rapidly become the major-
ity, is simple. There are 80,000 
locations to get the shot. Waits 
and lines are gone and there 
are all kinds of  incentives, from 

cash to subway rides to food. 
And now the big incentive to 
show your face and get close 
up again. The incentive to save 
your life has always been there.

No one can be compelled to 
take a shot, but that time will 
come when the FDA grants reg-
ular approval as opposed to the 
emergency okay in place since 
November. There is nothing to 
fear and everything to gain. Get 
vaccinated today.

Happy maskless future arrives for the vaccinated
ANOTHER VIEW: NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
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OPINIONS

When House Republicans 
deposed Liz Cheney from her 
leadership post, they were 
widely mocked for that display 
of  abject servility to former 
President Donald Trump. But 
the motives behind her abrupt 
removal are more profound — 
and far more sinister — than 
the Wyoming representative’s 
penchant for angering Trump.

Only a few months ago, 
Trump’s irritation wasn’t 
enough to undo Cheney, 
who easily survived a vote 
to remove her that was 
promoted by the ex-president’s 
surrogates, notably the 
disgraced Rep. Matt Gaetz. 
Back in February, she had 
just voted to impeach Trump 
but nevertheless retained 
the support of  two-thirds of  
her fellow Republicans and 
House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy.

So why did the Republicans, 
spurred by McCarthy, feel so 
compelled to oust her now? 
According to Byron York, a 
veteran right-wing columnist 
well-connected with GOP 
leaders, Cheney lost her 
colleagues by continuing to 
confront Trump’s attacks on 
American democracy. York 
suggests that her opposition to 
the big lie about the election 

and its aftermath “had become 
a distraction from the GOP’s 
mission to oppose the Biden 
agenda and win back the 
House.” Said one Republican 
who switched from supporting 
Cheney to opposing her, “I 
think a lot of  people have 
changed their minds since the 
first vote because she just kept 
it going. We’re trying to go 
forward.”

To those Republicans, going 
forward means never looking 
back — and burying the Jan. 
6 assault on the Capitol, the 
events leading up to that 
attack, and especially the 
embarrassing and potentially 
incriminating involvement of  
their own members, leaders 
and supporters.

Immediately after the 
caucus vote, Cheney told 
NBC’s Savannah Guthrie 
what she believes is provoking 

“real concern” among her 
colleagues: the prospect 
of  a full and independent 
investigation into the Jan. 
6 insurrection, like the 
9/11 Commission Report. 
“I’ve been very public that 
that commission needs to 
be bipartisan. It needs to 
look only at Jan. 6 and the 
events leading up to it, not 
at the BLM” — Black Lives 
Matter — “and antifa riots last 
summer,” Cheney said on the 
“Today” show. “I think that 
that kind of  intense, narrow 
focus threatens people in my 
party who may have been 
playing a role they should not 
have been playing.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
has advocated a bipartisan 
commission of  inquiry into 
Jan. 6 for months, but the 
Republicans are blocking it. 
McCarthy seems particularly 
unenthusiastic about 
examining that day of  shame, 
perhaps because he does not 
wish to testify himself.

Much has changed for the 
minority leader since he 
confronted Trump on the 
phone during the attack — 
and discovered firsthand 
that the then-president was 
pleased to let his mob sack the 
Capitol. “Well, Kevin,” Trump 

reportedly said, “I guess these 
people are more upset about 
the election than you are.” A 
week later, McCarthy was still 
furious enough to say on the 
House floor that Trump “bears 
responsibility for Wednesday’s 
attack on Congress by mob 
rioters” and “should have 
immediately denounced the 
mob when he saw what was 
unfolding.”

Today, McCarthy pretends 
that Trump acted promptly 
to quell the insurrection and 
deserves no blame at all. 
Unburdened by principles 
of  any kind, or even a 
rudimentary sense of  dignity, 
the Republican leader has 
become wholly complicit 
in Trump’s betrayal of  the 
Constitution.

Overseeing McCarthy’s 
cooperation in the cover-up is 
his new political director, one 
Brian Jack, who held the same 
job in the Trump White House. 
Jack was directly involved in 
the events of  Jan. 6, including 
the recruitment of  Rep. Mo 
Brooks to speak at the White 
House rally that preceded 
the riot, where the Alabama 
representative infamously 
incited the mob to “start ... 
kicking a--” at the Capitol.

These seditious miscreants 

want no part of  a serious 
investigation of  the 
insurrection. They fervently 
wish that it will never be 
mentioned again. Their own 
polling warns that reminding 
swing-district voters 
across the country of  the 
insurrection — and Trump’s 
election lies — will do grave 
damage to their campaign 
next year.

All the more reason why 
every patriotic American 
should join Liz Cheney in 
demanding a real investigation 
and complete accountability 
— and why Democrats should 
talk about Trump’s onslaught 
against democracy every day 
from now through Nov. 8, 2022.

To find out more about Joe 
Conason and read features 
by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate website 
at www.creators.com.

Sometime in 2023, Donald 
Trump will presumably make 
the most momentous decision 
by a single person affecting 
the fate of  the Republican 
Party in decades.

He will decide whether to 
run for president again, and 
that will determine who’s the 
frontrunner (Trump, if  he’s 
a go) and the contours of  the 
race.

If  Trump runs, he will, 
one assumes, blot out the 
sun. Everything will be 
about him — his record, 
his pronouncements, his 
animosities. Much of  the 
conservative mass media 
will get on board, while 
the mainstream media — 
inadvertently aiding him, yet 
again — will be even more 
intensely hostile.

The choice between this and 
a more “normal” nomination 
battle is Trump’s alone.

Perhaps not since Dwight 
Eisenhower turned aside 
Harry Truman’s entreaties 
to run for president as a 
Democrat and threw his hat 
in the ring as a Republican 
has someone had such “yea or 

nay” influence over the 
nation’s politics.

Trump’s continued sway 
has been a boon to his most 
hardcore cadre, but it is 
a problem for Trumpism, 
at least if  that term is to 
mean anything more than 
personal loyalty to him. In 
particular, his staying power 
risks overshadowing and 
distorting the development of  
the populist wing of  the party, 
which should be about more 
than “Stop the Steal” and 
adherence to one man, even if  
that man has defied political 
gravity.

Trump lost last November 
and contributed more than his 
share to the Georgia Senate 
losses that have added trillions 

of  dollars to what Joe Biden 
can plausibly spend.

He no longer has any formal 
power, whereas a few months 
ago he could move aircraft 
carrier groups.

He’s off social media and is 
not nearly as omnipresent on 
traditional media as when he 
was holding impromptu press 
conferences on his way to 
Marine One.

And yet, his grip on the 
party has barely loosened, if  
at all.

Why?
Most important, he avoided 

the stigma of  a loser by falsely 
claiming he really won.

He connected with his voters 
at a cultural level deeper than 
any of  his policies, creating an 
enduring bond.

His voters still think he’s 
the only one who truly gets 
the threat from the left, and 
the only one willing to fight 
with the requisite ferocity.

Finally, they think Trump 
is being persecuted by social 
media companies and worry 
they could be next.

The lesson of  the 
defenestration of  Liz Cheney 

is that you can’t run headlong 
into these sentiments 
and expect to survive in 
leadership.

Mitch McConnell, who has 
made his disdain for Trump 
clear, has taken the more 
prudent course of  declining 
to elaborate on his well-
known views, and isn’t going 
anywhere.

But there’s no doubt that 
what it means to be a populist 
in the Trump mode is overly 
determined by Trump himself.

Until recently, Elise Stefanik 
was a moderate Republican 
from New York state. She 
became the alternative 
to Cheney for the party’s 
populists by toeing the line on 
Stop the Steal, an issue that 
isn’t liberal, conservative or 
populist, but pure Trump.

The Trump effect is stark in 
Ohio Republican politics. One 
would think Rep. Anthony 
Gonzalez, a featured speaker 
last year at an event of  the 
populist policy shop American 
Compass, would have more 
populist credibility than 
Senate primary candidate 
Josh Mandel, a run-of-the-mill 

establishment Republican. Yet 
Gonzalez voted to impeach 
Trump, so Mandel is earning 
populist points by calling him 
a “traitor.”

On the other hand, another 
likely Senate candidate, 
J.D. Vance, who represents 
a sincere, thought-through 
populism, will have to answer 
for his lack of  enthusiasm for 
Trump in 2016.

If  Trump does decide to run, 
even if  he’s less dominant 
than advertised, he’ll squeeze 
out potential candidates like 
Missouri Sen. Josh Hawley, 
who are most determined to 
run as his direct successors.

They, like most everyone 
else in the party, will have to 
hold their breath until Trump 
comes down one way or the 
other in 2023.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter 
@RichLowry

Letter writers repeats 
extremist propaganda
Editor:

I see that Republican supporters 
continue to repeat the propaganda that 
they see on far right neo-Nazi and other 
supremacist media. One guy even gave 
a list of  the extremist propaganda sites 

and “news” sources where he gets his 
fake news.

One particularly egregious propa-
ganda ploy is the notion that the Smith-
Mundt Modernization law somehow 
allows propaganda to be broadcast in the 
United States. At best, that is a “sort of/
maybe.” In fact, the act simply provides 
for the work of well-respected writers 

who write for overseas audiences to be 
published here by request only! Some 
of their work was already available 
to Americans via overseas TV, radio, 
Internet, or shortwave content that is 
meant for overseas consumption.

In other words, the only significant 
difference is that Americans can now 
request that content. The notion that 

the bi-partisan bill submitted by both a 
Republican and a Democrat somehow 
allows the government and broadcasters 
to publish propaganda is a typical right 
wing red herring. Check for yourself  
online here: bit.ly/3tM8g8w

Richard Jacox
North Port

Trump has huge decision to make in 2023

RICH LOWRY
National Review

The dirty secret behind the Cheney purge

JOE CONASON
Creators Syndicate

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

State Rep. Mike Grant  
(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)
North Port Office: 941-429-4560 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell 
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS

State Sen. Joe Gruters 
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton 
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-34-0073 
Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026
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By SHERRY BECK
DRUG-FREE YOUTH

ENGLEWOOD 
— Continuing its 
mission to build 
confidence, character 
and community, the 
Englewood Sailing 
Association recently 
hosted an introduction to 
sailing clinic for several 
students, who had joined 
the Charlotte County 
D-FY organization.

Kim Clark, project 
coordinator for the 
Englewood area, 
explained, D-FY stands 
for “Drug Free Youth,” 
and focuses on students 
to sign a commitment to 
never use drugs.

The one-day clinic 
gave the students just 

the basics of  sailing 
and encouraged them 
to enjoy the bounty of  
natural environmental 
gifts that Lemon Bay has 
to give.

The students were 
paired with a coach per 
boat and went on the 
water to learn how to 
handle the craft. The 
coaches are students as 
well, but they usually 
have spent years honing 
their skills in the sport of  
sailing.

Grace Nguyen, a 
coach, has attended 
numerous classes and 
has been sailing with 
the association for seven 
years She said she loved 
working with the new 
students.

Ryan Witt, also a coach, 

has also been sailing with 
ESA for seven years and 
plans to continue.

“I love being on 
the water because it 
gives you the feeling 
of  freedom and 
independence,” he said. 
“It’s a great place to 
make friends and have 
fun.”

Grace and Ryan are 
both 17 and hope to join 
the sailing team at the 
college they’ll attend, if  
they have one.

The sailing 
association’s compound 
is at Indian Mound 
Park on Lemon Bay. 
To learn more, visit 
englewoodsailing.org.

Drug-Free Youth students learn sailing skills

PHOTOS PROVIDED 

Grace Nguyen and Ryan Witt, coaches, instruct their students the maneuvers of 
sailing on the water.

Grace Nguyen and Ryan Witt, who have both spent seven years sailing with the 
Englewood Sailing Association, are now coaches.
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• Facial, skin and body tumor removal

• Full Lab Services 

• Ultrasound Guided Joint Injections
-including PRP and Amniotic Injectable

• Full Ultrasound Services

• Bone Density Exam 

• On site Pulmonary and Cardiac Testing

Other Services Including

941-423-5056

Call Today to Schedule 
Your Appointment!

Now Administering 
the COVID-19 
Vaccine!

Mon - Fri: 9:00am - 5:00pm | Saturday: 9:00am - 2:00pm

  FAX: 941-423-5068

 
14400 Tamiami Trail, North Port

Dr. Juan M. Masi, M.D. 
(Board Certifi ed Internal Medicine)

Natalya Korneyeva, ARNP
William Keller, PA-C

Douglas Neagles, ARNP
Melissa Weiss, ARNP

Dayhanna Gonzales, PA-C
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Your local casual steak 

and seafood eatery

  

Do you want 

a Fun, Exciting 

workplace? 

Then we 

want YOU !

Come join 

our staff

Call Tim 239-399-2992
Call Joy  239-399-2993
Come visit us M- F/ 8-5

 8501 Placida Road 
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COOLTODAY PARK 
SPRING TRAINING HOME OF THE ATLANTA BRAVES
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PRESENTING SPONSOR
PREMIER SPONSORS

COURTESY OF 

SUN
The Daily

Charlotte • DeSoto • Sarasota

CDC guideline compliant, socially distant event.

Thanks  to the support of our sponsors, 

we look forward to this exciting, live outdoor event honoring All-Area 

Athletes & Teams and encourage you to  Save the Date.

RSVP with your ticket # only @
 YourSun.com/Sun/AllAreaAwards

CHARLOTTE 
HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Tyler Amaral

Dylan Anthony

Brayan Augustin

Andrew Austin

Brenner Bogle

Nathaniel Box

John Busha

Tre Carroll

Amber Chumley

Isaac Church

Aleecia Collins

Bella Desjardins

Lexi Fitzgerald

Biaggio Frattarelli

Camren French

Laci Hendrickson

Aryana Hicks

Adriana Iorfida

D’Yanis Jimenez

Tai’Viahn Kelly

Christian Kreegel

Huyen Le

Michenel Mede

Ashleigh Miller

Karys Nelson

Cael Newton

Patrick Nolan

Tyler Olby

Jaden Opalach

Logan Pritchard

Ethan Redden

Cody Rice

Halayna Roberson

Daphnie Toussaint

Connor Trim

Faith Wharton

Lucas Willis

COMMUNITY 
CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL

ATHLETE
Brandon Hill

DESOTO COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Logan Adams

Dario Aguilar

Adriana Barrera

Lane Fullerton

Kiemar Richardson

Zeri Tyler

Marcos Villafuerte

LEMON BAY 
HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Abel Albarran

Javi Albarran

Everett Baker

Sophia Cherniak

Izabella Ferjiani

Donnie Harvey

Jason Hogan

Matthew Hutcherson

Alex Johnson

Marie L'Abbe

Hailey Lainhart

Taylor Orris

Lauren Ragazzone

Joey Sacco

Henry Schouten

Lance Schyck

Trey Scott

Joel Vazquez

Riley Willis

Katelyn Ziarnicki

NORTH PORT 
HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Madison Atwood

Tristain Atwood

Jeremiah Bohdanets

Ben Brown

Kylah Buckle

Autumn Coyle

Justin Crehore

Mila Djurich

Teage Elsey

Dominic Joyce

CJ Kemble

Nicard Labossiere

Chris Lamela

Brandon Long

Cienna Nelson

Aleena Purvis

Zachary Rathburn

Devin Riley

Taylor Roche

Joseph Smith

Sierra Spirk

Hector Torres

Cameron Turnberger

Quinn White

PORT CHARLOTTE 
HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Landon Carter

Mickey Coslor

Azyah Dailey

Nikolas Frost

Bryanna Griffiths

Koen Hoffman

Eddie Lainhart

Okten Logue

Solomon Luther

Abel Marquez Jr.

Dekwann Martin

Jakobe Morgan

Laticia Nina

Alex Perry

Samantha Sineath

Zach Starkey

Alysa Taylor

Sara Tirb

Tyler Wadsworth

Tara Yount

VENICE 
HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Aiden Beechy

Colin Blazek

Charles Brantley

Nicole Cierniak

Aidan Corn

Alex Council

Juliana Courville

Alyssa Crettol

Rachel Dalton

Nika DeLong

David Del Purgatorio

Tristen Evans

Olivia Fair

Jackson Fleming

Micaela Hartman

Diego Heredia

Marek Houston

Elizabeth Ireland

Ian Jensen

Steffan Johnson

Paden Keller

Trenton Kintigh

Luka Kirill

Cash Kruysman

Julia Lewicki

Tatum McGrath

Becka Mellor

Max Mergos

Kiki Montgomery

Halle Moore

Ethan Mort

Jordan O'Brien 

Lara Oktay

Jacob Papantonakis

Ashton Pennell

Wesley Piggins

Jayshon Platt

Ryan Rajakar

Martin Ramos

David Raney

Michael Robertson

Kayleigh Roper

Karsyn Rutherford

Tyler Sabadin

Cole Schumaker

Kiki Slattery

Blaine Taranto

Bryce Taranto

Ben Tary

Alberto Teijelo

Emma Theis

Jacey Tippman

Lydia Vaccaro

Myles Weston

John Whitney

Weston Wolff

Huston Wynne

COACHES OF 
THE YEAR

Gary Bolyard

Christine Burkhart

Brenda Clark

Steve Constantino

Craig Faulkner

Ray Hixson

Tom Massolio

Jana Minorini

Phu Nguyen

Dave Porvaznik

Darrell Roach

Evan Robinson

Wayne Skelton

Don Southwell

Matt Stephenson

Rodney Taylor

Cary Willgren

88CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
 All-Area Athletes & Coaches

Ticketmaster Tickets 
are NOT Sold Out

We are updating the event.  

Check back daily to 

purchase your tickets.
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COMMENTARY

When was the last time 
you felt as though for 
every two steps forward, 
you had to take three 
steps back?

Even the most suc-
cessful individuals have 
experienced periods in 
life where the obvious 
next steps don’t always 
pan out the way they 
hoped they would. 
Tina Figliuolo, CEO of  
the Charlotte County 
Homeless Coalition, has 
seen her share of  individ-
uals and families trying 
to attain that next step in 

exiting homelessness and 
returning to permanent 
housing, only to have 
to take three steps back 
again.

Tina explained that 
these vulnerable indi-
viduals have three core 
steps to take to be housed 
through a rapid re-hous-
ing plan. These steps 
include:

• Housing identification
• Rent and move-in 

assistance
• Case management
State and federal funds 

support our local rapid 
re-housing efforts for the 
chronically homeless. 
Recently, however, there 
was a gap in funding that 
caused many of  these 

homeless individuals to 
falter.

Tina explained, “Rapid 
re-housing aims to help 
stabilize people once they 
are housed by connecting 
them to services and 
supports in the communi-
ty. Without this support, 
the threat of  returning 
to homelessness is a 
possibility.”

United Way of  Charlotte 
County’s Season of  
Sharing program was 
recently able to help 
support this second step 
in the rapid re-housing. 
Season of  Sharing (SOS) 
provides rent, mortgage 
and utility assistance to 
prevent families from 
falling into homelessness. 
During this critical time 
where the Homeless 
Coalition was experienc-
ing a gap in funding, SOS 
was able to bridge the gap.

“Thanks to assistance 
from United Way of  
Charlotte County and 
Season of  Sharing funds, 
a grant received from the 
Community Foundation 
of  Sarasota County, 23 
households remained 
stably housed,” reports 
Tina. This amounted to 30 
individuals who were able 
to get past Step Two, re-
ceiving relevant services 
and case management 
through the Homeless 
Coalition that ensure 
their continued success.

SOS recipient and 

Rapid Rehousing client 
“Sally” relocated to 
Charlotte County from 
out of  state. A single 
mom with a preschooler, 
Sally wanted to provide 
a safer community than 
the one she was leaving. 
Sally managed to have 
her professional license 
transferred from the 
previous state to Florida. 
She worked full time in 
retail until she was able to 
save money for all the fees 
required. Now working 
in the area and building a 
clientele base, Sally’s son 
is enrolled in preschool 
and doing well. Sally is 
diligent with her bud-
geting and is much more 
responsible than many 
folks twice her age. As 
a wonderful role model 
for other single moms, 
Sally works to continue 
growing her business to 
maximize her income.

Looking back over the 
past year, our SOS pro-
gram in Charlotte County 
helped 800 households. 
That means from April 1, 
2020, through March 31, 
2021, we provided more 
than $571,000 in rent, 
mortgage, utility, child-
care, and transportation 
assistance to 2,196 people.

Most of  the assistance 
($403,187) went toward 
rent and mortgage pay-
ments. But anyone who 
has ever lived paycheck to 
paycheck knows that help 

with a utility or childcare 
bill can make all the 
difference some months. 
SOS was created to make 
that difference.

Since 2001, United Way 
of  Charlotte County has 
been the single fiscal 
agent in Charlotte County 
to administer these funds, 
using a grant provided 
by the Community 
Foundation of  Sarasota 
County. Your support of  
Season of  Sharing helps 
families who may have 
recently taken two steps 
forward only to be forced 
to take three steps back.

Donations to the 
Season of  Sharing fund 
may be made online at 
www.cfsarasota.org/
season-of-sharing. 
Contact the Community 
Foundation of  Sarasota 
County at 941-955-3000 
with additional questions.

For more information, 
please visit www.
unitedwayccfl.org/
seasonofsharing or 
call the United Way of  
Charlotte County at 
941-627-3539. Mission: 
Mobilizing the power of  
our community to break 
the cycle of  poverty. 
Angie Matthiessen is 
the executive director of  
United Way of  Charlotte 
County. She can be 
reached at director@
unitedwayccfl.org.

Season of Sharing program helps 23 local households

ANGIE MATTHIESSEN
United Way of   

Charlotte County

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEF
Dart tourney fundraiser

All are invited to the Charlotte DeSoto 
Building Industry Association’s Dart 
Tournament on July 10 at the Icehouse 
Pub in Punta Gorda. Registration will 
begin at 1:30 p.m. and darts will be in 
the air at 2:30 p.m.

Prizes will be awarded for the first-, 
second- and third-place dart teams.

Prize for first place: $400 and the 
winner gets to choose which of  the 
following CDBIA nonprofit members 

will receive $500: Boy and Girls Club 
of  Charlotte County, Charlotte County 
Young Life, Crossroads Hope Academy, 
Gulf  Coast Partnership or The 
Homeless Coalition.

Registration is $80 per team (four 
players). Register before June 26 and 
save $20 per team.

For any additional information or 
to register, contact Alaina at Alaina@
CDBIA.com.

MOHS SURGERY SKIN CANCER SCREENINGS SKIN DISORDERS

FILLERS/BOTOX ACNE/RASHES PRIMARY CARE

NOW 
OFFERING OFF

NORA KACHATUROFF, MD
BOARD CERTIFIED
DERMATOLOGIST

D
D
T

FERINGFERING

JULIE SCANLON, MSN, ARNP
PRIMARY NURSE 

CARE PRACTITIONER

ELIZABETH REISINGER, DO 
BOARD CERTIFIED
DERMATOLOGIST

WWW.LUMINARYDERMATOLOGY.COM

FREEFREE

ALL MONTH! ELIZABET
BOARD CE
DERMATO

AALLLL MMOONNTTHH!!
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DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE™ Pkg., monthly service and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. autopay 

& paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos. each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

CHOICE™

Package

$69
99
mo

For 12 mos. plus taxes and fees. 

W/24-mo. agmt. Autopay & paperless bill req’d. Prices higher in 
2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to $9.99/mo. is extra & applies.*

Watch your favorite live sports, news and 

entertainment anywhere

DIRECTV offers more top premium channels than DISH

1-877-321-0260
Iv Support Holdings LLC

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!

1-YR ALL INCLUDED OFFER: Ends 6/12/21. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Pricing for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rate applies (currently $122/mo. for CHOICE), unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subj to change. $5/mo. autopay/paperless bill discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 

30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: CHOICE Pkg., monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price 

excludes applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Call for additional details. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit and telco customers.

DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. Programming, pricing, promotions, restrictions & terms subject to change & may be modified, discontinued or terminated at any time without 

notice. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. HBO Max: Access to HBO Max is included with your HBO add-on subscription at no extra charge. Access HBO Max through HBO Max app or hbomax.com with your AT&T log-in credentials. Compatible device or browser required. 

Visit att.com/myatt to verify/create your account. Use of HBO Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see hbomax.com/terms-of-use for details. Programming and content subj. to change. Upon cancellation of your video service you may lose access to HBO Max. Limits: Access to one HBO Max account per AT&T account holder. May not be stackable w/other offers, credits or discounts. To learn more, 

visit att.com/hbomax. HBO Max is only accessible in the U.S. and certain U.S. territories where a high-speed broadband connection is available. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. HBO MAX is used under license. 

©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners

J.D. POWER RANKED AT&T/DIRECTV #1 IN

THE NATION IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

FOR TV SERVICE

J.D. Power also ranked us highest in 
these impressive categories:

#1 in Programming

#1 in Communications and Promotions

#1 in Features and Functionality

Tied in 2020. Study based upon consumer experiences with AT&T U-verse and DIRECTV. For J.D. Power 2020 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

Subj. to change. HBO Max auto-renews after 12 months at then prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo.), and Cinemax,® SHOWTIME,® STARZ,® and EPIX® are included 

for 3 months and auto-renew thereafter at then prevailing rate (currently $38.96/mo.), unless you call to change or cancel. Req’s you to select offers

Get DIRECTV 

and get a 

year of 

HBO Max 

included.

Where HBO 

meets so much 

more.
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By JEANMARIE BROWNSON
THE DAILY MEAL

As the days get warmer, 
the meals get lighter.

Sheet-pan dinners never 
get old; they continue to 
inspire and save time on 
cleanup. Many of  these 
meals, however, have more 
oil than I prefer. Luckily, 
steam can be as mois-
ture-enhancing as oil and 
fat.

In the fish and veggie 
sheet-pan recipe that 
follows, I steam seasoned 
zucchini and shallots in the 
microwave — no added fat 
required — before roasting 
with haddock and tomatoes. 
The fish only needs a light 
drizzle of  extra virgin olive 
oil for flavor and moisture. 
The dish yields a hearty 
portion of  veggies and 
protein with plenty of  nu-
trition and a super-modest 
calorie count.

Similarly, soup is more 
than a winter meal. You 
can create a flavorful, rich 
broth by gently cooking 
chicken in water laced with 

store-bought chicken base 
and seasonings. Poaching 
chicken in broth yields both 
a rich potage and a moist, 
low-fat protein to use in 
soups, salads and sandwich-
es. In the recipe that fol-
lows, I add the chicken back 
to the broth to enjoy as a 
main course with plenty of  
spring green vegetables and 
tender, garden-fresh herbs.

On those days when I’m 
feeling virtuous, there’s 
nothing more satisfying 
for breakfast than yogurt 
and fruit made hearty with 
muesli cereal. Prepped 
overnight, it’s a grab-and-
go way to start the day.

Think of  it as a 
warm-weather alternative 
to hot oatmeal or a fresh 
take on overnight oats. 
Tailor the fruit additions to 
the season or opt for frozen 
fruit to save prep work. You 
can even turn the bowl into 
dessert by adding a scoop 
of  sorbet or spooning a 
little warm maple syrup or 
caramel sauce over the top.

Celebrate warmer weather with 
lighter (but still delicious) fare

These recipes are easy to prepare 

and don’t take much time

PHOTOS BY DAKOTA MACKEY/THE DAILY MEAL

Overnight breakfast bowl includes muesli or oats, chopped fruit and yogurt.

OVERNIGHT  
BREAKFAST BOWL

Try a combination of  frozen 
diced mango and blueberries 
here. Mixed berries or cherries 
would also taste delicious. You 
can skip the frozen fruit and 
serve the cereal topped with 
sliced banana and fresh 
berries.

PREPARATION: 10 minutes plus 

overnight chill time (Ready the next 

day)

MAKES: 2 servings

1 cup plain nonfat Greek yogurt

½ cup unsweetened coconut milk 

or skim milk

1 tablespoon cane syrup, rice 

syrup, pure maple syrup, agave 

syrup or honey, to taste

½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon

Pinch salt

½ to 1⁄3 cup muesli cereal, such as 

Bob’s Red Mill, or old-fashioned 

oats

1 cup chopped fruit, such as 

frozen mixed fruit or mixed 

berries

1. Mix 1 cup yogurt, ½ cup milk, 1 

tablespoon syrup, ½ teaspoon 

vanilla, ½ teaspoon cinnamon and 

a pinch of salt in a bowl until 

smooth. Fold in ½ to 1⁄3 cup muesli 

cereal and 1 cup chopped fruit.

2. Spoon mixture into 2 individual 

covered containers. Refrigerate 

covered overnight.

HADDOCK WITH HERBS AND PAPER-THIN VEGGIES
PREPARATION TIME: 15 minutes

COOK TIME: 11 minutes

YIELD: 2 servings

Other fish options include cod, rockfish, halibut and 
salmon. Look for small fillets about 1 inch thick. 
Serve steamed asparagus as a side dish.

3 small zucchini (about 6 ounces each), ends trimmed, 

sliced into 1⁄3-inch thick rounds

Salt

Freshly ground black pepper

Crushed red pepper flakes

3 cloves garlic, very thinly sliced

½ teaspoon dried basil

¼ teaspoon dried oregano

2 medium-size shallots, very thinly sliced

2 red-ripe small round or plum tomatoes, ends trimmed, 

very thinly sliced

2 fresh (or thawed frozen) haddock fillets, each about 4 

ounces and 1 inch thick

2 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil or avocado oil

2 or 3 tablespoons chopped fresh basil, chives, dill or a 

combination, for garnish

1. Heat oven to 400 degrees on convection or 425 

degrees on conventional setting. Spray a medium-size 

baking sheet generously with nonstick spray or brush 

lightly with olive oil.

2. Put sliced zucchini into a large microwave-safe glass or 

ceramic bowl. Add ½ teaspoon salt, several grinds of 

black pepper and a couple of pinches of crushed red 

pepper flakes. Toss to distribute the seasonings evenly.

3. Cover with a glass lid or plastic wrap vented at one 

corner. Microwave on high, stirring 2 times, until zucchini 

is crisp-tender, 3 minutes. Add 3 cloves thinly sliced 

garlic, ½ teaspoon dried basil and ½ teaspoon dried 

oregano. Microwave 30 seconds. Let stand covered.

4. Put 2 thinly sliced shallots and 1 tablespoon water into 

a small microwave-safe bowl. Microwave on high until 

tender, about 2 minutes. Drain well and add to the zuc-

chini.

5. Spread zucchini and shallot mixture on a baking sheet 

in a thin layer. Top with sliced tomatoes. Sprinkle fish on 

both sides with salt and pepper and place in the center of 

the vegetables. Drizzle each piece of fish with 1 teaspoon 

of oil.

6. Bake until the fish almost flakes easily, about 6 min-

utes. Remove from the oven, sprinkle with fresh herbs 

and serve immediately.

Haddock with fresh herbs and paper-thin veggies.

SEE RECIPES, 2D
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Soup is more than a winter meal. Try this chicken and greens soup 
for a lighter version.

CHICKEN AND GREENS SOUP
PREPARATION TIME: 15 minutes

COOK TIME: 20 minutes

YIELD: 4 servings

Chicken cooked on the bone with the skin always 
has the best flavor and texture. You can use 1 
pound of  boneless skinless breasts instead; reduce 
cooking time by a few minutes.

Buy the best chicken base available; brands I like 
include More Than Gourmet, Kitchen 
Accomplices Broth Concentrate and Better Than 
Bouillon Reduced Sodium.

5 cups water

1 tablespoon chicken base or broth concentrate (or 

follow package directions)

½ teaspoon ground turmeric or curry powder

Salt

2 small bone-in, skin on chicken breast halves, about 1 

¼ pounds OR 4 bone-in, skin on chicken thighs

1 medium-size zucchini, ends trimmed, halved 

lengthwise, thinly sliced

1 cup fresh shelled or frozen peas (or trimmed snow 

peas, shelled edamame or baby lima beans)

1 medium-size red-ripe plum tomato, ends trimmed, 

diced

½ small jalapeño, seeded and sliced (optional)

3 cups baby spinach or arugula

2 skinny green onions, thinly sliced or 3 tablespoons 

chopped fresh chives

¼ cup finely chopped fresh cilantro

1 tablespoon finely chopped fresh dill

Finely shredded lemon zest

Optional add-ins:

½ cup cooked orzo or brown rice

Diced ripe avocado

Diced queso fresco

1. Heat 5 cups water to a boil in a large saucepan. Stir 

in 1 tablespoon chicken base and ½ teaspoon turmeric 

until dissolved. Simmer 5 minutes.

2. Season broth to taste with salt (usually ½ teaspoon, 

but this depends on the base used). Add chicken 

breasts or thighs to simmering broth. Reduce heat to 

very low, cover the pan and cook 15 minutes. Turn off 

the heat and let the chicken sit in the broth for 10 min-

utes.

3. Meanwhile, prepare vegetables and optional add-ins.

4. Remove chicken from broth with tongs to a cutting 

board. Discard skin. Pull chicken away from bones in 

long shreds. (Broth and chicken can be refrigerated 

separately for up to 3 days.)

5. Just before serving, return broth to a simmer. Add 1 

sliced zucchini, 1 cup peas, 1 diced tomato and 

optional ½ sliced jalapeno; cook 2 to 4 minutes (the 

longer time is for the frozen peas).

6. Stir in 3 cups spinach and the shredded chicken; 

simmer 2 minutes. Stir in 2 sliced green onions,¼ cup 

chopped cilantro and 1 tablespoon chopped dill. Add 

any optional ingredients and sprinkle with lemon zest. 

Serve in deep, warmed bowls.

RECIPES
FROM PAGE 1D

By ROSALIND BENTLEY
THE ATLANTA  

JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

Stacey Abrams’ latest 
novel, “While Justice 
Sleeps,” feels modern 
until the protagonist 
comes home from a hor-
rendous day and listens to 
annoying then menacing 
voicemails — left on a 
landline, attached to an 
answering machine, that 
beeps in between calls.

Why did she make such 
an anachronistic choice 
for the fictional 26-year-
old U.S. Supreme Court 
law clerk at the heart of  
this sprawling thriller 
about the race to unravel 
a multinational conspira-
cy and save the life of  one 
of  the justices?

“I keep a landline and 
an answering machine,” 
Abrams, 47, said. “I keep 
a landline because if  
your service goes out, a 
landline still works. And 
I actually have a non-dig-
ital phone attached to one 
of  my landlines.”

It’s a choice borne of  
practicality, analysis and 
admitted nerdiness on 
Abrams’s part, qualities 
imbued in Avery Keene, 
the main character in 
“While Justice Sleeps,” 
released by Doubleday. 
It’s also a nod to the 
fact Abrams began the 
novel in 2008, just a year 
after she’d been elected 
to the Georgia House 
of  Representatives. 
Landlines were still a 
thing back then.

Over the past 21 years, 
Abrams has published 
eight romance novels 
under the nom de plume, 
Selena Montgomery. 
Her first novel, “Rule 
of  Engagement,” was 
written while she was a 
law student at Yale. The 
following seven were 
penned during a career 
that spanned tax attorney 
at Sutherland, Asbill & 
Brennan; deputy Atlanta 
city attorney; business 

owner; and state House 
minority leader. While 
running for governor and 
after a bitter loss to now 
Gov. Brian Kemp, Abrams 
wrote two non-fiction 
books. And she has 
continued working on a 
children’s book and a teen 
superhero novel while ad-
vocating for voter rights 
and equitable economic 
development with her 
organizations Fair Count, 
Fair Fight Action and 
the Southern Economic 
Advancement Project.

Her national profile has 
so soared since the run 
up to the 2020 election, 
that three of  her earlier 
romance novels are 
being reissued in 2022 
by Berkley Publishing 
Group, an imprint of  
Penguin Random House. 
“Never Tell,” published in 
2004, is currently under 
development at CBS, with 
Abrams attached as a 
producer.

“While Justice Sleeps” 
is the first fiction book 
published under her 
name. It poses the 
question: What happens 
if  a Supreme Court 
justice is comatose and 
unable to resign? And 
what if  that vacancy 
leaves a split court with 
national security hanging 
in the balance? From 
there the plot roves from 
Bangalore to the North 
Georgia mountains, to 
waterfront warehouses 
in Washington D.C., 
to holding chambers 
continents away. A 
justice suffers from a 
degenerative neurological 
disease, and a parent is 
gripped by a debilitating 
drug addiction. Keene, 
law clerk to the ill judge, 
must unravel it all with 
the help of  friends and 
her knowledge of  chess, 
a game Abrams taught 
herself  to play growing up 
in Gulfport, Mississippi. 
Keene also faces a U.S. 
Solicitor General named 
David Ralston, who bears 
a striking resemblance 

to and shares the name 
of  the current Georgia 
House Speaker.

“I write because I need 
to write,” Abrams said in 
an interview about her 
other career. Questions 
and answers have been 
edited for clarity and 
brevity.

There’s been research on 
people who take 20-minute 
naps at intervals over 
the course of a 24 hours 
rather than sleep a dedicated 
number of hours each night. 
The nappers claim they get an 
extra 20 years of productivity 
over the course of a lifetime. 
Is that you, because how do 
you find the time to write 
these books given the other 
demands of your professional 
life?

I’ve always been able to 
subsist on less sleep and, 
I’m also very organized 
and methodical about my 
writing. I’m organized 

and methodical about 
my life. And particularly 
when I have a contract, 
which I’ve had since 
my first book, I’ve had 
the responsibility of  
delivering it just like I 
have to deliver any other 
work product. And so, 
I organized my time to 
make sure I could get it 
done. I’m privileged to 
be able to write fairly 
quickly. I can read about 
3,000 words in a sitting. 
Procrastination leads to 
speed.

So, when you map a book 
out, do you use a white 
board? Spreadsheets?

I will start with a 
spreadsheet. For fiction, I 
translate it to notecards: 
Create the problem; 
complicate the problem; 
solve the problem. 
But the solution to the 
problem has to create a 
new problem. And for 

nonfiction, I use giant 
Post-it notes because 
that’s more about having 
a theme. Understanding 
“What’s the problem? 
Why is the problem? How 
do I solve it?” But that 
doesn’t require the kind 
of  connection that fiction 
does.

You and bestselling novelist 
Tayari Jones were taught by 
acclaimed Atlanta novelist 
and playwright Pearl Cleage 
at Spelman College. What was 
Cleage’s influence on your 
writing?

I took a playwriting 
class from Pearl Cleage 
and there were two things 
that I really internalized. 
One was the propulsive 
nature of  storytelling. 
The audience was rely-
ing on you to move the 
story along, and you were 
required to create action 
in each moment. And 
the other was, she said, 
“Someone has to live, and 
someone has to die.” For 
me, that was so gripping, 
because it became not just 
a question of  a character, 
but as she talked about it, 
it’s an idea. When you’re 
willing to fight and you’re 
creating tension and 
conflict, it is a cop-out to 
simply dissipate the argu-
ment. If  it was important 
enough to fight about, 
then someone has to win, 
and someone has to die. It 
could be a physical death, 
an emotional death, but 
something has to give.

Hacking, Supreme Court 
deliberations, the workings 
of the human genome, you 
seem well versed in all of it. 
How much time is spent on 
research?

I’ve done this for every 
book I write: I immerse 
myself  in the research. 
My mom not only was a 
college librarian, she was 
a research librarian. In 
our family, if  you were 
told go look it up, it was, 
go look it up. And if  you 
had to go to the college 
with my mom to look 

it up in books, you will 
look it up. So, I love the 
research part of  things, 
but what I like about 
my brain is I don’t get 
caught with analysis 
paralysis. Because of  
the authenticity of  a 
story, especially when 
you’re doing suspense or 
thrillers, you have to have 
enough legitimacy to the 
story that an expert might 
raise an eyebrow but 
won’t completely dismiss 
it right away.

There are leading charac-
ters of different races and 
ethnicities in the book, but 
there’s a moment where three 
Black characters try to unlock 
a deeply coded clue, and it 
was striking because we don’t 
often see the genius of Black 
characters in thrillers. Did 
you read other Black thriller/
mystery writers like Walter 
Mosley, Eleanor Taylor Bland, 
Barbara Neely along the way 
who featured strong, smart 
Black sleuths?

I read Walter much 
later in life. And I love his 
storytelling style. But for 
me, it was much more, 
“This is a story I want 
to tell.” I want people to 
see themselves in these 
stories. And while race 
is very clear, it is not the 
story. Often, there’s this 
presumption that when a 
character is a person of  
color, when a character 
is Black, that the story is 
all about their blackness. 
How decisions are made, 
and how lives are lived, 
and who we become is 
absolutely grounded in 
race. But it cannot be the 
only identifier for who we 
become.

If you run for a higher 
office, whether governor, 
president or something 
else, should you win, do the 
thrillers and romance novels 
continue or will you stick to 
non-fiction?

I will never choose what 
I write based on the office 
I’m in. I write based on 
what I want to tell.

Stacey Abrams says she writes ‘because I need to’

DOUBLEDAY VIA AP

BESTSELLERS

BY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Here are the bestsellers for 
the week that ended May 8, 
compiled from data from inde-
pendent and chain bookstores, 
book wholesalers and indepen-
dent distributors nationwide, 
powered by NPD BookScan © 
2021 NPD Group.

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “21st Birthday (Women’s 

Murder Club, 21)” by James 
Patterson and Maxine Paetro 
(Little, Brown) Last week: —

2. “Sooley: A Novel” by John 
Grisham (Doubleday) Last 

week: 1
3. “The Last Thing He Told 

Me: A Novel” by Laura Dave 
(Simon & Schuster) Last week: 
—

4. “Project Hail Mary” by 
Andy Weir (Ballantine) Last 
week: —

5. “Finding Ashley” by 
Danielle Steel (Delacorte) Last 
week: 2

6. “A Gambling Man” by 
David Baldacci (Grand Central) 
Last week: 3

7. “The Four Winds” by 
Kristin Hannah (St. Martin’s) 
Last week: 4

8. “The Midnight Library” by 
Matt Haig (Viking) Last week: 5

9. “The Newcomer: A Novel” 
by Mary Kay Andrews (St. 
Martin’s) Last week: —

10. “Summer on the Bluffs” 
by Sunny Hostin (Morrow) Last 
week: —

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “Killing the Mob: The Fight 

Against Organized Crime in 
America” by Bill O’Reilly and 
Martin Dugard (St. Martin’s) 
Last week: —

2. “What Happened to You? 
Conversations on Trauma, 
Resilience, and Healing” by 
Bruce D. Perry and Oprah 
Winfrey (Flatiron/Oprah) Last 

week: 1
3. “The Women of  the Bible 

Speak: The Wisdom of  16 
Women and Their Lessons for 
Today” by Shannon Bream 
(Broadside) Last week: 6

4. “The Premonition: A 
Pandemic Story” by Michael 
Lewis (Norton) Last week: —

5. “The Hill We Climb: 
An Inaugural Poem for the 
Country” by Amanda Gorman 
(Viking) Last week: 2

6. “The Tyranny of  Big Tech” 
by Josh Hawley (Regnery) Last 
week: —

7. “The Truth About 
COVID-19: Exposing The Great 
Reset, Lockdowns, Vaccine 

Passports, and the New 
Normal” by Joseph Mercola 
and Ronnie Cummins (Chelsea 
Green) Last week: 8

8. “The Bomber Mafia” by 
Malcolm Gladwell (Little, 
Brown) Last week: 5

9. “World Travel: An 
Irreverent Guide” by Anthony 
Bourdain and Laurie Woolever 
(Ecco) Last week: 4

10. “Finding the Mother Tree: 
Discovering the Wisdom of  the 
Forest” by Suzanne Simard 
(Knopf) Last week: —

Reprinted from Publishers 
Weekly, published by PWxyz 
LLC. © 2021, PWxyz LLC.

Fiction? Nonfiction? What will you read this week? 
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INITIAL IMPRESSIONS
BY DAN SCHOENHOLZ / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

 ACROSS

1 Advantage
6 Tony, e.g.
11 Plunder
18 Weighed in
20 Cow : herd :: ____ : 

troop
22 One with a discerning 

palate
23 C-Span?
25 Start brawling
26 Drink-name suffix
27 Earth goddess
28 Going from Point A to 

Point B
30 Miss piggy?
31 Class acts?
33 Actress Gershon
34 Put back on the 

market, as real 
estate

37 Feel bad
38 Champagne name
40 P-trap?
44 G-force?
47 Union concern
48 Setting for C. S. 

Lewis’s ‘‘The Lion, 
the Witch and the 
Wardrobe’’

49 NPR host Shapiro
50 Words said in 

passing?
51 Deliberate betrayal
53 Butt
54 Father figures?

57 Guam or the U.S. 
Virgin Islands: Abbr.

59 Surgeons’ 
professional org.

60 2012 Best Picture 
winner

61 Anastasia ____, 
protagonist of ‘‘Fifty 
Shades of Grey’’

62 Make mention of
63 Top supporter?
64 Susan who portrayed 

the youngest child 
on ‘‘The Brady 
Bunch’’

65 G-flat?
69 Deodorant type
72 Be short
73 Make music
74 Like Crater Lake, 

compared with any 
other U.S. lake

78 LeBron James in his 
N.B.A. debut, e.g.

79 Anheuser-Busch 
InBev’s stock ticker 
symbol

80 Avocado pit, for one
81 Cause for revolution, 

perhaps
82 Escort’s offering
83 ‘‘Yep, that 

happened!’’
85 [And like magic . . . it’s 

gone!]
87 First of ten?
88 Compete in pursuit of
90 Abbr. on a flight 

board
91 D-Con?
94 E-bond?
96 Conversely, in brief

97 Worry for a Great 
Depression bank

98 Ladybug, e.g.
99 Cereal box abbr.
101 Strike-out 

specialists?
105 See 106-Across
106 Out of 105-Across
108 Son of Zeus
109 Bird of legend
110 Fast-food chain with 

Famous Star burgers
113 C-sharp?
116 Black-and-white 

dessert
117 Take care of some 

personal baggage
118 Word after green or 

smoke
119 Things consumed for 

psychedelic trips
120 Men in black, say
121 Deck originally 

known as ‘‘carte da 
trionfi’’ (‘‘cards of 
triumph’’)

 DOWN

1 Kind of news often 
aired at 6 and 11 p.m.

2 Classical poem form
3 Drives home, say
4 French article
5 Floral archway
6 Pop group with a 

dedicated museum 
in Stockholm

7 ‘‘____ is mainly a 
catalog of blunders’’: 
Churchill

8 Means
9 ‘‘The Burghers of 

Calais’’ sculptor

10 Cruella de Vil, for one
11 Beat oneself up over, 

say
12 Mimic
13 Little beef
14 ____ kicks (ab 

exercise)
15 Pitch-correcting 

devices
16 Tribe of southern 

Montana
17 Range of knowledge
19 School administrator
21 French for ‘‘born’’
24 Appalls
29 Aesthetically 

pretentious, 
informally

32 ____ card
33 Ruby, e.g.
35 Carter who portrayed 

Wonder Woman
36 Noncommittal 

response to ‘‘You 
coming?’’ 

39 Load off one’s mine?
41 Homonym of 39-Down
42 Trace of color
43 Wore
44 Gallivants (about)
45 Part of Q.E.D.
46 Ralph who founded 

the American 
Museum of Tort Law

51 Got ready (for)
52 Mosque leader
55 Launched
56 Product once 

advertised with the 
line ‘‘The splendor of 
your skin’’

58 Datum for a 
chauffeur, for short

60 Take in, maybe
62 Supporter of 

Roosevelt’s agenda
63 Actor whose breakout 

role came as a 
shirtless cowboy 
in ‘‘Thelma and 
Louise’’

64 Singles
66 Hardly cheery
67 Hoppy request at 

happy hour
68 Enlighten
69 Wine barrel strip

70 Climate change, e.g.

71 Looked back on

75 Alphabetized, say

76 Wind farm output: 
Abbr.

77 Stink

79 Split open

80 Lorelei’s lure

81 May honorees

83 Mad (at)

84 ____ Hill (’90s R&B 
group)

86 Decoration at el 
Palacio Real de 
Madrid

89 Where livestock eat
91 Mastered
92 Divide into three 

parts
93 Pattern that’s hard to 

break
95 Nasty looks
100 Lento or allegro
102 Retreats
103 Loggers’ competition
104 Track

105 Rap lyrics, in slang
107 Post-O.R. 

destination, often
108 Doesn’t just assume
110 The Rockies, on 

scoreboards
111 Day ____
112 Sail fixed to a 

bowsprit
114 ‘‘Darn!’’ in 

Dortmund
115 Baseball’s dead-ball 

____ (around 1900-
20)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77

78 79 80 81

82 83 84 85 86 87

88 89 90 91 92 93

94 95 96 97

98 99 100 101 102 103 104

105 106 107 108 109

110 111 112 113 114 115

116 117 118

119 120 121

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Dan Schoenholz, of Walnut Creek, Calif., is the community development director for the city of Fremont. Like many crossword 
constructors, he got his start after watching the 2006 documentary “Wordplay.” The idea for this puzzle occurred to him one day 
when he was running on a trail that crossed a creek, and he thought of the clue and answer at 23-Across. Back home, he searched an 
online crossword database and found that his theme idea was new. This is Dan’s 26th puzzle for The Times. — W.S.

FOR ANSWERS TURN TO PAGE 6D

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD No. 509

By HOLLY RAMER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WESTMORELAND, N.H. 
— Much like the round clock 
faces, gears and planets that 
often populate his artwork, 
Robert Seaman has come full 
circle.

Seaman, 88, has been 
drawing since he was a boy, 
and at age 60, left a real estate 
career to pursue his hobby 
professionally. But it took the 
coronavirus pandemic to fully 
return him to his passion.

“As a kid, I kept lurching be-
tween being a loner and being 
an extrovert,” he said. “But in 
my introvert phase, I would 
love to go up to my room where 
I had a drawing table kind of  
desk and I’d spend hours up 
there drawing pictures. That’s 
what I’m doing now.”

May 10 marked one year 
since Seaman started churning 
out “daily doodles” from his 
small, one-room apartment at 
the Maplewood Assisted Living 
facility in Westmoreland, New 
Hampshire. He spends about 
six hours a day working on his 
intricate, fanciful illustrations, 
starting with pencil sketches 
and finishing 
with ink, colored 
pencil and 
watercolor.

“After a long 
life, I’m back 
doing what I did 
when I was 11 
years old,” he 
said. “And it’s 
great, I love it. 
I’m so lucky that 
I can do this.”

Seaman moved 
in to Maplewood just two 
weeks before the pandemic 
restrictions cut residents off 
from the outside world. For 
many months, they couldn’t 
leave their rooms. It was 
only last week that they were 
allowed to interact in hallways 
and other common areas 
without masks.

FROM DARK TO LIGHT
“The first thought I had was 

to just do some kind of  dark 
stuff that reflected the nature 
of  the confinement that we 
were experiencing and the 
difficulties that were created by 
this pandemic,” he said. “Then 
it just started to grow, and I 

thought it would be interesting 
to do one a day.”

He started sending the 
doodles to his daughter, Robin 
Hayes, and other friends and 
family. Hayes then shared 
them on Facebook, and as 
interest grew, began offering 
the originals and prints for 
sale on Etsy.com, with half  the 
proceeds going to charities, 
including a COVID-19 relief  
fund, a homeless shelter and 
an organization that helps 
refugees.

As the days passed, Seaman’s 
art got a bit brighter in both 
theme and appearance.

Some pieces showcase 
his fascination with science 
fiction, while others portray 
whimsical animals or sly 
humor — #131, “Portraits of  
a Shy Family,” depicts framed 
paintings of  the backs of  
heads. Robots carrying purple 
flags march across the page. 
Blackbirds burst from a pie. A 
squiggly-lined brain is sand-
wiched between two burger 
buns. A much-loved cat, Piper, 
shows up in all kinds of  scenes.

CONSTANT INSPIRATION
Seaman, who 

has been fully 
vaccinated since 
January, says 
he’ll “probably 
kick the bucket” 
before he runs 
out of  ideas.

“I might 
be watching 
something on 
television, and 
someone will 
have a picture 
on the wall that 

will give me an idea. Or things 
just pop into my head. When I 
go to sleep at night, for a few 
minutes I try to think of  some 
new ideas,” he said. “When I 
get stuck, I’ll just start drawing 
an object and it’s like word as-
sociation. I’ll draw a hand, and 
all of  a sudden that suggests 
something else, so it just grows 
from there.”

Craig and Sandra Fox, of  
Deerfield, bought Doodles 
#13, 271 and 274 after hearing 
about Seaman on the radio and 
getting added to his daily email 
list.

“During the pandemic, a lot 
of  our normal ability to get out 
and have contact with people 

was diminished, so to be able 
to get some output or some-
thing that isn’t an advertising 
flier or newsletter on a daily 
basis was cool,” Craig Fox said. 
“Watching the doodles come 
by, I started to feel like I know 
him.”

Sandra Fox, who once stared 
at a painting in a museum so 
long that a guard teased her 
about “casing the joint,” said 
she loves how much there is to 
see in Seaman’s drawings.

“I see more every time,” she 
said. “I could look at them for 
half  an hour and see many, 
many things. I’ll catch another 
color or something in a corner 
I never even noticed before.”

Doodle #365, titled 
“Potpourri” includes the Earth 
looming behind a jumble 
of  objects that include the 
aforementioned cat, a wind-up 
bird Seaman keeps on his desk, 
a horse and a man wearing an 
aviator cap and googles. It’s 
framed by a series of  shapes 
that evoke calligraphy but 
aren’t actual letters. Though 
he accomplished his goal of  a 
year of  daily doodles, Seaman 
said he has no plans to stop.

“It’s selfish. It keeps me 
occupied, and I love doing 
it, but it also does help some 
other people, which is kind of  
nice,” he said. “Maybe I’ll get 
so shaky I can’t do anything, 
but as long as I can, I will.”

‘Daily doodles’
An 88-year-old artist spent pandemic 

time drawing, giving money to charity

PHOTOS FROM CHARLES KRUPA/AP

Artist Robert Seaman holds up the 365th daily doodle sketch in his room at an assisted living 
facility May 10 in Westmoreland, N.H. Seaman started doing his “COVID Doodles” after being 
isolated during the pandemic.

Artist Robert Seaman works on his 365th daily doodle in his 
room at an assisted living facility on May 10. Even though he 
accomplished his goal to do ona a day for a year, he plans to 
continue drawing as long as he can.

Colored pencils, sharpened and at the ready, rest in a container 
on the desk of artist Robert Seaman.

“After a long life, 
I’m back doing 

what I did when I 
was 11 years old. 
And it’s great, I 

love it.” 
Robert Seaman



PAGE 4D SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021    The Daily Sun  |  www.yoursun.com

LOVE BY MYLES MELLOR

1 .  K M D  A D G K  V R L  Z P G K  A D V Q K B W Q N 

K M B R F G  B R  K M B G  T P O N L  E V R R P K  A D 

G D D R  P O  D U D R  M D V O L ,  A Q K  Z Q G K  A D 

W D N K  T B K M  K M D  M D V O K .  H e l e n  K e l l e r

2 .  G B S D  Z D N B P R Q T D Y  R B  I V Z Z Q D Z Y . 

Q C  U E J M Y  L E Z O G D Y ,  G D V M Y  H D R N D Y , 

M D R D C Z V C D Y  K V G G Y  C B  V Z Z Q S D  V C 

Q C Y  O D Y C Q R V C Q B R  H E G G  B H  L B M D . 

M a y a  A n g e l o u

3 .  M S H B C  P S S I R K  R V W S P  M K  E V D S V B S 

C H W S E  K V Y  E L F S B C L Q ,  O Q H R S 

R V W H B C  E V D S V B S  P S S I R K  C H W S E  K V Y 

N V Y F U C S .  L a o  T z u

4 .  F  Q E A O  D E C  M D O  G S Y O M  G O  V O O Q 

Q F Y O  S H I K D F H W  F M  R E M M F Z Q O ,  E L 

Q F Y O  Q F V O  F M  C E L K D  F K .  T o m  H a n s e n

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS

GOREN BRIDGE WITH BOB JONES

© 2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

DEAR ABBY: I have been 
blessed with a gorgeous 
4-year-old daughter who 
is (even more impor-
tantly) smart, funny 
and kind, but I have an 
issue. Every time we go 
anywhere or meet some-
one new, the person 
feels the need to com-
ment on her beauty. We 
receive comments like, “Just wait till 
she’s older. Boys will be all over her!” 
This happens not only with older dis-
tant relatives and my in-laws, but also 
random people at the grocery store. 

I understand they are trying to pay 
a compliment, but I find it disturbing 
that they are thinking about my little 
girl in this way. I’m tired of  it, but I’m 
not sure of  the appropriate response 
when people make those comments.  
— PROTECTIVE MOMMA
DEAR PROTECTIVE: Talk privately with 
the relatives and tell them you don’t 
want them filling her head with that 
nonsense before she’s even in elemen-
tary school. 

Tell them you prefer she be praised 
instead for her brains, her manners 
and her niceness, which will rein-
force the qualities you are trying to 
instill in your daughter. And when a 
stranger does it at the grocery store, 
immediately interject with examples 
of  her more important internal quali-
ties.
DEAR ABBY: I dated a guy who was in 
a nasty divorce and custody battle. 
He gained primary custody, but his 
ex wouldn’t stop taking him to court. 
She was very unstable. 

After four YEARS of  being patient, 
it became frustrating. One day I 
pointed out that the situation was tak-
ing up all his time and energy, and I 
wasn’t getting the attention I needed. 
I sarcastically suggested maybe he 
should shift his full attention to the 
situation, and we should take a break. 

He agreed (via text) that he had 
a lot going on, then immediately 
stopped communicating with me. I 
texted, called, sent cards and received 
no replies. It has been a year, and I 

feel like I can’t move on 
without closure or at 
least a conversation. I 
have tried dating at the 
suggestion of  friends, 
but it doesn’t work 
because I still love him. 
What steps can I take to 
move on? — FROZEN IN 
PLACE IN ALABAMA
DEAR FROZEN: Painful as 

it may be, accept it. Give yourself  a 
specific period in which to mourn and 
tell yourself  the man is dead. (The 
romance certainly is, and you have 
my sympathy for the loss.) 

Wear black, toss out any memen-
tos, and get together with a few close 
friends for a memorial for what might 
have been. Then “bury” him with as 
many tears as necessary and look 
resolutely ahead. (I did this once 
many years ago, and it worked.)
DEAR ABBY: Every time we are in a 
restaurant, my cousin wants a bite 
of  everything on everyone’s plate. I 
don’t know how to say no, but being 
a health care worker, I know it’s not 
safe to do all that sharing. How can I 
say no? She’s leaning over my plate 
with her mouth open! Thank you for 
any ideas. — BEACH BABE IN FLORIDA
DEAR BABE: You have a right to refuse. 
But if  you can’t muster the word 
“no,” place a forkful of  whatever your 
cousin is ogling on your butter plate 
and hand it to her. That way her dirty 
fork won’t contaminate your food, 
and you won’t have to spoon-feed her.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

What teens need to know about sex, 
drugs, AIDS and getting along with 
peers and parents is in “What Every 
Teen Should Know.” Send your name 
and mailing address, plus check or 
money order for $8 (U.S. funds) to: 
Dear Abby, Teen Booklet, P.O. Box 
447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. 
(Shipping and handling are included 
in the price.)

Young girl’s beauty attracts 
uncomfortable compliments

DEAR ABBY
Advice Columnist

CRYPTOGRAMS

JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using 
numbers 1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only once in 
each row, column and 3x3 
block. Use logic and the pro-
cess of elimination to solve 
the puzzle. The difficulty 
level ranges from Bronze 
(easiest) to Silver (medium) 
to Gold (hardest).

Rating: BRONZE

EXTRA BEDROOMS
By Roland Huget
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ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19). 
Feelings are waves. They rise 
into an identifiable shape 
and then hit the shore and 
go back to being part of the 
big ocean of emotion. Don’t 
fear the feeling. It’s just 
another form for energy to 
be for a while. 

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20). 
It is said that good stories 
seldom come from happy 
experiences. So it is with bit-
tersweet sentiment that the 
muses announce this day 
as pleasant to experience, if 
lacking the ingredients of a 
good tale. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 21). 
No explaining. People with 
the experience don’t need 
an explanation, and to the 
inexperienced, it’s equally 
useless. Action will be the 
teacher, the lesson and the 
homework.  

CANCER (JUNE 22-JULY 
22). You play many roles 
throughout the course of 
the day, all of which reflect 
you. Just don’t forget that 
you’re the actor and not the 
part. If the choice you made 
isn’t working, you have the 
freedom to play it different.  

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22). In 
a moment of complete 
relaxation, an answer will 
come to you accompanied 
by all the relief and satisfac-
tion of finding a set of lost 
keys. Indeed, this will unlock 
future doors.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22). The 
emotions and intent of an 
action are intrinsic to the al-
chemical properties of its re-
sult. The same action taken 
for love will have a different 
result if done from a place 
of fear. You’ll see evidence of 
the principle today.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 23). 
When dealing with distract-
ed people (and it’s safe to 
say that most people you’ll 
deal with today will have an 
attention deficit), assume 
that you must capture their 
attention several times 
throughout the interaction. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 24-NOV. 21). 
Complaining comes easily to 
most. Just about anyone can 
describe a problem. The next 
steps — brainstorming solu-
tions, settling on a few to 
try, gaining the cooperation 
of others, etc. — are for the 
advanced corps. That’s you.  

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 
21). You like to be clear about 
your reasons for doing 
things, especially the things 
that scare you. Consider that 
maybe “because it scares 
me” is reason enough to do 
a thing.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 
19). You’ll find that you don’t 
have to change everything 
just because you now under-
stand something you didn’t 
before. Instead, you’ll adapt 
your style to fit your new 
understanding. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18). 
Wanting shapes perspective. 
Every possible route to the 
wanted thing gets enlarged, 
while everything that’s not 
the wanted thing shrivels 
and shrinks. Wanting some-
thing very badly warps the 
worldview in equal measure.  

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20). 
The theories that work out 
on the page but don’t work 
out in real life can be consid-
ered exercises or games, not 
serious contenders. Actual 
results trump theory every 
time.  

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MAY 
16). You’re as committed as 
anyone to becoming better, 
stronger, smarter and wiser. 
Can you help it if the path to 
those things happens to cut 
through some very pleasur-
able territory? If it doesn’t 
feel like you’re working quite 
hard enough for the cosmic 
bounty that comes to you, 
your philanthropy will shore 
up the difference! Virgo and 
Sagittarius adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 7, 19, 3, 
33 and 40.

HOROSCOPE

DEAR READERS: Iden-
tity theft is a big 
national problem, and 
it’s important that you 
protect your identity 
and your credit cards. 
When you get a new 
card, sign it in ink 
ASAP and record all 
of  the info and then 
store it in a safe place 
at home. Use these 
guidelines too:

* Don’t lend credit cards to any-
one. Never leave your card receipts 
behind where people can find them.

* Rip up copies or incorrect re-
ceipts, but save major receipts for 
your tax files.

* Don’t ever give out your credit 
card number over the phone, un-
less you have made the call. Scam-
mers call claiming they are check-
ing your record and numbers. 
Also, never give out your personal 
information without confirming 
the caller’s ID.

* Open billing statements as soon 
as you get them to check all the 
charges. If  there are any errors, 
call the credit card company right 
away.— Heloise
DEAR READERS: As we know, ap-
pliances break down and need 
repairs, which can be expensive, 
particularly when the appliance’s 
warranty has expired. Be sure to 
keep the booklets that come with 
new appliances, because you can 
check the troubleshooting sections 
to find out what steps to take before 
calling for a repair service.

If  your appliance is on the fritz, 
check to make certain the ap-
pliance is properly plugged in. 
Then examine your house’s fuses 
to be sure that one is not blown. 
And look to see if  the lid or doors 
are ajar or not closed tightly. If  
your appliance still isn’t working 
properly, it might be time to call a 
repair service. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: It’s not uncommon 
to see a vase stained with these 
types of  deposits, usually from 
hard water. Here’s how to remove 
the stains:

Warm household 
vinegar and pour 
inside, covering the 
stains. Shake the 
vase a bit and allow 
the vinegar to work 
overnight. Use a bottle 
brush to scrub the 
sides, or add rice to 
provide scrubbing 
action. Put your hand 
over the opening and 

shake back and forth to help loosen 
the stains. Rinse and dry well.  
— Heloise
DEAR READERS: First, remove all of  
the sources of  the smell — trash, 
soda bottles, leftover food contain-
ers, gym bag, smelly shoes and 
anything else that shouldn’t be left 
in your car. Vacuum the upholstery 
and the floor to get rid of  dirt and 
debris. 

To make your vehicle smell bet-
ter, pour baking soda in a cup and 
place in a cup holder. It will act as 
a continual deodorizer. Put several 
fabric-softener sheets underneath 
the seats. Wash smelly rubber mats 
with soap and hot water. Rinse well 
and let dry before putting back 
inside. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: Bacteria can grow 
on plastic or wooden cutting 
boards. After using, you should 
always wash and sanitize to elimi-
nate bacteria. Here’s how to prop-
erly clean a cutting board. First, 
wash the board in hot, soapy water. 
Then soak it for about 2 minutes 
in a mixture of  3 tablespoons of  
household bleach and 1 gallon of  
water. Rinse and dry with a paper 
towel. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: If  you have trouble 
getting the icing to be smooth 
around a crumbly cake because of  
lumps in the icing or the icing is 
sticking to the spatula, here’s how 
to solve this sticky issue:

Put the cake in the freezer first 
and leave it until the cake is firm. 
Then when you frost it, you won’t 
have the sticking or the uneven-
ness of  the icing. Also, dip the 
spatula in hot water and wipe off  
before using. — Heloise

Safeguarding your credit 
cards prevents identity theft

HINTS FROM HELOISE
Advice Columnist

KEN KEN  THE LOGIC PUZZLE THAT MAKES YOU SMARTER

must contain the numbers 
1 through 4 (easy) or 1 
through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

heavily outlined boxes, 
called cages, must combine 
using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce 
the target numbers in the 
top-left corners.

cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.

©2021 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com
KenKen is a registered trademark of KenKen Puzzle LLC. ©2021 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 5-16-21

©2021 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com

TODAY’S ANSWERS

7 LITTLE WORDS

JUMBLE BY DAVID L. HOYT AND JEFF KNUREL

Last week’s cryptograms

1. The best and most beautiful things in this world 

cannot be seen or even heard, but must be felt 

with the heart. Helen Keller

2. Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, 

leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its 

destination full of  hope. Maya Angelou

3. Being deeply loved by someone gives you 

strength, while loving someone deeply gives you 

courage. Lao Tzu

4.  I love how she makes me feel like anything is 

possible, or like life is worth it. Tom Hansen

PUZZLE ANSWERS  

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE

CRYPTOGRAMS

Saturday’s  
Challenger Answers

CHALLENGER

EASY CHALLENGING

CALL 941.429.3110
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By MICHAEL ORDOÑA
LOS ANGELES TIMES

“Profile,” based on a 
journalist’s undercover 
investigation of  an Islamic 
State recruiter, is inven-
tive, well-acted and one of  
the most tense movies of  
the year so far.

British investigative 
reporter Amy Whittaker 
(Valene Kane) is writing 
about the phenomenon 
of  European women and 
girls being recruited to 
join Islamic State. She 
crafts a fake Facebook 
profile as “Melody 
Nelson,” a 19-year-old 
recent convert to Islam, 
and shares a jihadist’s 
video. With alarming 
suddenness, he makes 
contact with her. What 
follows is an increasingly 
taut game of  deception 
with life-or-death stakes 
as the recruiter, Abu Bilel 
Al-Britani (Shazad Latif), 
insists on video chatting 
with her and digs into her 
background over dozens 
of  daily conversations 
— and the lines between 
professional and personal 
blur.

“Profile” is based on 
the nonfiction book “In 
the Skin of  a Jihadist” 
by a French journalist 
who actually did this; a 
fair amount of  dialogue 
comes verbatim from her 
account.

”SCREENLIFE FORMAT”
Director and co-writer 

Timur Bekmambetov (the 
“Night Watch” trilogy) 
uses what’s being called 
the “screenlife format”: 
We see only what is shown 
on Amy’s computer 
screen, as in “Searching” 
or “Unfriended,” which 
he also produced. Rather 
than playing as a gim-
mick, it increases tension 
as Amy conducts in-char-
acter Skype sessions with 
Bilel while getting calls 

and notifications from 
friends, colleagues and 
her boyfriend. Things get 
particularly hairy when 
Bilel demands she share 
her screen with him.

The screenlife format 
traps the viewer in Amy’s 
predicament. There’s no 
exit, no God’s-eye view. 
It’s akin to effective use 
of  an extended unbroken 
take: You’re trapped in 
the protagonist’s expe-
rience. The choice even 
reveals character, as the 
speed with which Amy 
rejects calls betrays stress 
and the way she grabs 
needed information or 
learns processes on the 
fly displays intelligence. 
Even the hesitance with 
which she types, then 
deletes, messages conveys 
emotion.

The acting by the two 
leads is very good. Apart 
from playing their sides 
of  the game, they must 
convince us that a sophis-
ticated, intelligent English 
journalist could be swayed 
and perhaps seduced by 
a homicidal terrorist. 
Amy is well aware of  
what really happens to 
these girls; she has seen 
the notorious videos and 
studied the organization. 
Yet the actors pull off the 
magic trick of  making her 
wavering seem credible.

STRONG CHARACTERS
Latif  has got to be 

charming, smart and 
believable as an enthu-
siastic romancer who 
happens to be a deadly 
zealot. He pulls it off. His 
rare moments of  venom 
sting all the more bitterly 
because of  all the honey 
he has poured in her ear.

It’s with impressive skill 
that Kane executes her 
emotional and intellectual 
high-wire act. Her perfor-
mance is layered, com-
plex, reactive. We sense 
her panic when things 

happen too fast. We feel 
her shifting gears among 
her editor, boyfriend or 
quarry-hunter. We believe 
it when she starts to feel 
something for Bilel and 
cringe when she starts to 
slip up.

“Profile” works on 
several levels — as a cine-
matic feat, dual character 
study, gripping thriller 
… and as a cautionary 
tale. The film is in general 
release where theaters are 
open.

Jihadist investigation drama ‘Profile’ is tense

STILLS COURTESY OF BAZELEVS AND FOCUS FEATURES

Shazad Latif stars as as Abu Bilel Al-Britani and Valene Kane as Amy in “Profile.”

Valene Kane as Amy in Timur Bekmambetov’s 
“Profile,” based on the nonfiction book “In the Skin 
of a Jihadist.”

L E G U P A W A R D R A N S A C K
O P I N E D B A B O O N E P I C U R E
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS FROM PAGE 3D

Are you at risk 
for stroke or 
cardiovascular 
disease?

Call 
Life Line Screening 
at 844-667-5928

Special Off er for Readers
5 screening package for $149

• Carotid Artery Screening
• Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening
• Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening

• Atrial Fibrillation
• Osteoporosis

Screenings are easy, 
painless and non-invasive.
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HAVE YOU HEARD THESE MYTHS ABOUT THE COVID VACCINE? SEE 3F

By JULIE LANG
TARPON COAST MTB GROUP, INC.

Y ou might not consider 
Florida to be a hotbed for 
mountain biking, but it’s 

not just the mountain states that 
can foster this healthy, lifelong 
sport. Florida off ers a diverse span 
of  options for cyclists to get a little 
dirty and take on the challenges of  
technical off -road trails.

While many adults fl ock to this hobby 
sport, the Tarpon Coast Composite 
MTB Team off ers youths in grades 6-12 
an opportunity to learn and compete 
in mountain biking. The team recently 
fi nished their inaugural year at the 
fi nal races in Ocala. Nine area youth, 
including four from Charlotte County, 
participated in the full season that runs 
from December to May.

Two female athletes, Eisley Kiburz 
eighth grade, Punta Gorda Middle 
School) and Isabella Maggiore (sixth 
grade, Charlotte Preparatory School), 
brought home medals from competi-
tions throughout the season. At the 
conclusion of  the last race in Ocala, 
team members were asked what they 
enjoyed or learned most about the 
season. Their responses including “have 
fun” and “I found my courage.” Their 

answers captured the essence of  what 
this sport is all about.

The Tarpon Coast Composite 
MTB Team, part of  the Florida 
Interscholastic Cycling League, is on a 
mission to give kids a new and diff er-
ent opportunity — riding and racing 
mountain bikes. The Florida League 
is a youth-development organization 
that fosters strong bodies, strong 

minds, strong character and strong 
communities.

The Florida Interscholastic Cycling 
League is a chapter of  the National 
Interscholastic Cycling Association. 
Practices were held in Punta Gorda, 
North Port and Alva. The races for the 
2021 season were in Lakeland, Alachua, 
West Palm Beach and Ocala.

The Tarpon Coast MTB goals are sim-
ple: have fun, ride and race safely, show 
respect and value every rider, and work 
to improve yourself  as an individual and 
an athlete. While students are learning 
new skills and gaining fi tness, Tarpon 
Coast MTB coaches also are focused on 
teaching students how to respect one 
another, themselves, the environment, 
the trails, and their community.

We emphasize teamwork and creating 
stronger and more confi dent student 
athletes both on and off  the bike. This is 
a unique high school and middle school 
team environment. The team practice 
rides were led by fi ve licensed coaches 
throughout the season, including two 
avid mountain bike enthusiasts and 
members of  the Florida Mudcutters 
Club, Greg and Melissa Parramore.

The Tarpon Coast Composite MTB 
Team was started by two area parents, 
Ian and Julie Lang, to provide an oppor-
tunity for their son to continue com-
peting in NICA races after their move 
from Wisconsin to Punta Gorda. Bryce 
Lang participated in three seasons of  
activity with a team in the Wisconsin 
League and found mountain biking to 

be his primary sport of  choice. Bryce is 
an eighth grader at Punta Gorda Middle 
School and consistently placed in the 
top 10 for his age category throughout 
the season.

Ian and Julie are both graduates of  
Charlotte High School and licensed 
NICA mountain bike coaches. Julie 
served as president of  the board for a 
large NICA team in Wisconsin prior to 
starting the Tarpon Coast MTB team. 
Julie felt strongly about starting this 
team because she has a strong focus 
on balanced health and wellness. She 
embraces the NICA philosophy which 
focuses on youth development using a 
bicycle as a tool to empower kids to de-
velop skills, overcome challenges, build 
confi dence, forge relationships, embrace 
healthy habits and celebrate victories.

Tarpon Coast MTB is the only active 
NICA team in Southwest Florida. 
Pre-season begins in October and runs 
through December. Practice is held at 
various parks throughout the season 
and encompasses skill building, bike 
handling, trail riding and endurance 
training.

The offi  cial season is Dec. 15 through 
May 15. During the season, athletes have 
the opportunity to practice two to three 
times per week. The team will be open 
to new riders in the fall and is seeking 
additional adults to become licensed as 
NICA coaches.

For more information, visit www.
tarponcoastmtb.com or call Julie at 
262-880-9929.

Youth mountain biking 
team finishes first season

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The Tarpon Coast Composite MTB Team, part of the Florida Interscholastic Cycling League, is on a mission to give kids a new and diff erent opportunity — riding 
and racing mountain bikes. The Florida League is a youth-development organization that fosters strong bodies, strong minds, strong character and strong 
communities.

Isabella Maggiore and Eisley 
Kiburz brought home medals from 
competitions throughout the season.
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By MARIE MCCULLOUGH
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Physicians in Israel 
recently reported that six 
women with autoimmune 
disorders developed the 
painful rash known as 
shingles 3 to 14 days after 
they received a first or 
second dose of  Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Yikes! Traditional and 
social media — not to 
mention vaccine foes 
— have pounced on the 
small study, warning that 
COVID-19 vaccines might 
reactivate the childhood 
chickenpox virus, trigger-
ing a shingles outbreak in 
adults.

But that’s like con-
cluding that because the 
rooster crows at dawn 
every day, he makes the 
sun come up.

“It’s called a logical 
fallacy,” said William 
Schaffner, an infectious 
disease specialist at 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center in 
Nashville, and also a 
liaison to the CDC’s 
immunization advisory 
committee, which makes 
vaccine recommendations 
that shape insurance 
coverage. “The Israeli 

doctors fell into this trap 
because the COVID-19 
vaccination and the 
shingles outbreaks were 
related in time.”

Even the Israelis, who 
published in the journal 
Rheumatology, acknowl-
edge that “the study 
design is not structured 
to determine a causal 
relationship.”

So let’s dig into what 
has been determined.

A SNEAKY VIRUS
Chickenpox is now 

preventable with a 
vaccine, but people born 
before 1995 probably had 
the childhood infection, 
which shows up as itchy 
red blisters. The virus, 
called varicella zoster, is 

part of  the herpesvirus 
family, which includes the 
genital herpes virus that 
causes sexually transmit-
ted infections.

After the chickenpox 
go away, the virus hides 
out in nerves, ready for 
a potential reappearance 
years or decades later as 
shingles.

Shingles is so common 
that you have a 1 in 3 
chance of  developing it by 
age 80 — unless you get 
Shingrix, the 4-year-old 
GlaxoSmithKline vaccine 
that is 90% effective at 
preventing it.

None of  the six Israeli 
women, ages 36 to 61, had 
gotten Shingrix.

What makes herpes 
zoster flare into a shingles 
outbreak? It’s unclear, 
but outbreaks have been 
linked to something we’ve 
all been feeling during the 
pandemic: stress.

Another risk factor 
is having a weakened 
immune system. All six of  
the women had autoim-
mune diseases, such as 
rheumatoid arthritis, and 
were taking drugs that 
suppress the immune 
system.

HOW TO DISTINGUISH 
EVIDENCE FROM 
COINCIDENCE

Schaffner has been get-
ting emails from patients 
who developed shingles 

soon after getting a 
COVID-19 vaccine. “They 
are absolutely convinced 
that there’s a causal 
relationship,” he said.

But to establish a link 
scientifically, the rate of  
shingles in a large unvac-
cinated population would 
have to be compared 
with the rate in a similar 
vaccinated population.

“If  the rate is signifi-
cantly higher in the 
vaccinated population, 
then there’s probably 
a causal relationship,” 
Schaffner said. “If  not, it’s 
a coincidence.”

Even if  the rate is 
higher, the next step 
would be lab studies of  
patient specimens to find 
biological evidence.

In the U.S., regulators 
and public health scien-
tists are closely watching 
the federal Vaccine 
Adverse Event Reporting 
System (VAERS) for safe-
ty signals of  COVID-19 
vaccination. Although 
the reporting system is 
not comprehensive, it 
enables federal scientists 
to compare the rate of  a 
post-vaccine event such as 
shingles with the actual 
“background” rate in the 
general population.

“I have urged everyone 
who contacted me to re-
port their case of  shingles 
to VAERS,” Schaffner 
said.
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By PAT DOLCE
LEE HEALTH

As longtime partners 
in education, healthcare, 
wellness, community 
engagement and more, 
Lee Health and Florida 
SouthWestern State 
College (FSW) have 
entered into a letter of  
intent to further grow 
the partnership and cre-
ate new opportunities for 
students in our region.

Through the collabo-
rative relationship, Lee 
Health and FSW plan to 
develop several initia-
tives designed to benefit 
students, Lee Health 
team members and 
the Southwest Florida 
community.

“We want to make 
Southwest Florida the 
best place to live, work, 
study and visit,” said 
Dr. Larry Antonucci, 
president and chief  
executive officer of  Lee 
Health. “Together with 
Florida SouthWestern 
State College, we will 
continue to invest in 
our region by working 
together on issues relat-
ed to the overall health 
and welfare of  residents, 
including workforce 
development, attainable 
housing, regional 
economic development, 
and health and wellness 
issues.”

Lee Health and FSW 
will create different 
learning programs and 
internships for FSW 
students that will pre-
pare them for potential 
job opportunities within 
Lee Health and provide 

a pipeline of  highly 
qualified and trained 
employees to serve 
Southwest Florida.

Additionally, Lee 
Health and FSW will 
develop programs to 
engage Lee Health staff 
in the activities of  the 
college, along with 
continuing to provide 
support to current and 
future FSW School 
of  Health Professions 
programs, including 
nursing, respiratory 
care, cardiopulmonary 
sciences, radiologic tech-
nology and more.

“We’re proud to 
reinforce our close 
collaboration with Lee 
Health,” said Dr. Jeffery 
Allbritten, president of  
Florida SouthWestern 
State College. “Our fo-
cus is on preparing our 
students to successfully 
join the workforce, and 
with Lee Health being 
one of  the region’s larg-
est employers, we want 
to ensure our students 
are well-trained and are 
“job ready” when they 
graduate.”

Lee Health is current-
ly the largest employer 
of  graduates from the 
FSW School of  Health 
Professions in the 
areas of  nursing, EMT, 
respiratory care and 
other programs.

Through the partner-
ship, Lee Health and 
FSW will continue to 
support undergraduate 
studies of  nursing and 
a variety of  clinical spe-
cialties offered by FSW 
as a primary clinical site 
for training.

Healthcare partners 
pair up for community 

health initiatives

By PAT DOLCE
LEE HEALTH

When Carl Johnson entered 
Gulf  Coast Medical Center’s 
Skilled Nursing Unit with a foot 
injury, he had no idea deep sea 
swimming, herding sheep and 
volleyball would be part of  his 
therapy.

“I got so into it, I almost 
forgot it was a virtual reality 
machine and I wasn’t actually 
doing those things,” said 
Johnson. “The virtual reality 
equipment really made me 
move and stand up and do 
exercises I normally wouldn’t 
do. It was so fun and I absolute-
ly loved it.”

At Gulf  Coast’s Skilled 
Nursing Unit, Johnson is one 
of  more than 100 patients that 
have been able to take part in 
the health system’s new virtual 
reality technology.

Originally obtained for 
COVID-19 patients within the 
hospital, the virtual reality 
units enable patients to do 
things like virtually ride a bike, 
garden and even play bingo 
while they are inside a hospital 
room.

There are two different 
kinds of  virtual technology 
units available at Gulf  Coast’s 
Skilled Nursing Unit. One is 
an OmniCycle, a therapeutic 
exercise cycle and the other 
is a virtual reality machine, a 
device with a TV-like screen.

The technology has been 
proven to help with fall preven-
tion and balance, pain man-
agement, better breathing and 
overall better patient outcomes.

“Being in isolation was lonely 
for many of  our COVID-19 

patients and we wanted to do 
something to lift their spirits 
while helping them recover. 
That’s how this program was 
started,” said Bethany Schroll, 
physical therapist at Gulf  
Coast Medical Center’s Skilled 

Nursing Unit. “We knew we 
needed to get creative, so we 
explored virtual reality and got 
units that we could thoroughly 
sanitize and take into the pa-
tient’s room. It has made such a 
difference in their physical and 

mental health.”
Once the COVID-19 unit with-

in Gulf  Coast’s Skilled Nursing 
Unit closed due to lower 
numbers of  COVID-19 patients 
within Lee Health’s hospitals, 
the team there began using the 
virtual reality technology for 
its skilled nursing patients. For 
many of  the seniors within the 
unit, it has helped them become 
more engaged in their physical 
therapy.

“We had one patient who re-
fused to do any type of  physical 
therapy. Once we got her to 
try the virtual technology, she 
started virtually gardening, 
and that bridged the gap from 
the virtual world to the physical 
world, and after that, we got her 
to participate in physical ther-
apy, which was so beneficial 
for her,” said Schroll. “Overall, 
this technology has just been 
amazing and our patients have 
loved it.”

Gulf  Coast received this 
equipment in the fall of  2020, 
and since then, they’ve had 
several virtual outdoor activi-
ties, including a Turkey Trot on 
Thanksgiving where patients 
even got a medal for a being a 
top finisher.

Learn more about  
Gulf  Coast Medical Center’s 
Skilled Nursing Unit at  
bit.ly/LeeSkilledNursing.

Lee Health offers innovative  
virtual reality technology

PHOTO PROVIDED

Patient Carl Johnson uses the new virtual reality equipment inside Gulf Coast Medical Center’s 
Skilled Nursing Unit.

Shingles is not caused by COVID-19 
vaccines. Here’s the science
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By GRACE DICKINSON
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Are you anxious about 
“dangerous” COVID-19 
vaccine side effects? 
Wondering if  it will affect 
your fertility? Did you 
hear it will change your 
DNA? There’s plenty of  
misinformation circulat-
ing about the COVID-19 
vaccines, much of  which 
can make it feel scary to 
sign up for an appoint-
ment. We’re setting the 
record straight on com-
mon COVID-19 myths to 
help you feel better about 
getting vaccinated.

MYTH: VACCINE  
DEVELOPMENT WAS TOO 
FAST, SO IT CAN’T BE 
TRUSTED.

Yes, the vaccines were 
produced at record 
speeds. But that was 
a benefit that can be 
attributed to massive 
government investments, 
including the Trump ad-
ministration’s Operation 
Warp Speed, and tech-
nological advances that 
have been in the works 
for years.

“This was one of  the 
fastest vaccine rollouts 
that’s ever been done but 
that’s not because there’s 
been any shortcuts 
taken on safety,” says 
Eric Sachinwalla, medical 
director of  Infection 
Prevention and Control at 
Einstein Medical Center 
Philadelphia. “Drug 
companies had support 
from the federal govern-
ment so they were able 
to start producing the 
vaccine while the clinical 
trials were going on, 
meaning we didn’t have to 
wait for the trial results 
and then wait months or 
years for the vaccine to be 
manufactured.”

The actual technology 
behind the vaccines has 
been around for more 
than a decade. The pan-
demic pushed scientists 
to put it into action. While 
federal funding helped 
accelerate the process, 
that doesn’t mean any 
steps were skipped. Like 
with any other vaccine, 
the COVID-19 vaccines 
were tested in clinical 
trials that enrolled tens 
of  thousands of  people 
to make sure they meet 
safety standards and 
effectively protect people.

MYTH: THE COVID-19 
VACCINE AND THE 
SIDE EFFECTS ARE 
DANGEROUS.

It’s natural to feel a lit-
tle skeptical about putting 
something new into your 
body, but there’s an abun-
dance of  evidence that the 
vaccine is safe. “Around 
570,000 [Americans] have 
died from this virus. None 
have died from the Pfizer 
or Moderna vaccines. 
Those odds are pretty 
striking,” says Paul Offit, 
director of  the vaccine 
education center and 
professor of  infectious 
disease professor at 
Children’s Hospital of  
Philadelphia.

The vaccines can cause 
side effects, like tiredness, 
achiness, and fever, but 
the vast majority last only 
a day or two and aren’t 

serious or dangerous. 
Side effects are actually 
normal signs that the 
vaccine is working and 
your body is building 
protection. (Not everyone 
will experience side 
effects, and that’s OK too.)

But what about the 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine that’s been temporar-
ily paused as a result of  
blood clots? At the time of  
the pause, out of  roughly 
seven million people that 
received the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine, six 
people experienced blood 
clots. It’s important to 
remember that this is 
an extremely rare side 
effect — “twice as rare as 
getting hit by lightning,” 
says Doctors for America. 
It’s also a complication 
that can happen if  you’re 
infected by COVID-19. It’s 
expected that the federal 
government will an-
nounce a decision about 
the J&J vaccine soon.

MYTH: YOU HAVE TO PAY 
FOR THE VACCINE.

The vaccine is free 
for all Americans. You 
will not be asked to pay 
anything out of  pocket. 
However, you may be 
asked for your insurance 
card. This is because in-
surance companies have 
agreed to help cover some 
costs of  administering the 
vaccine. That being said, 
many providers won’t ask 
you for your card. And 
if  they do, and you don’t 
have insurance, that’s 
100% OK.

“Not only is it safe, but 
it’s free, and it can save 
a life,” says Meenakshi 
Bewtra, a Penn Medicine 
physician and an assis-
tant professor of  epide-
miology and of  medicine 
at the University of  
Pennsylvania.

MYTH: GETTING THE 
VACCINE GIVES YOU 
COVID-19.

The Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines are mRNA 
vaccines. This type of  vac-
cine essentially delivers a 

tiny piece of  code to our 
cells that teaches them 
how to make a protein, 
or a piece of  a protein, 
that triggers our immune 
system to recognize the 
actual virus if  it comes 
along.

“It’s biologically 
impossible to get COVID 
from the vaccines,” says 
Sachinwalla. “They don’t 
actually contain the virus 
itself.”

This is true for the 
Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine, too, considered 
a viral vector vaccine. 
It uses similar genetic 
instructions as the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines 
to teach your cells 
how to make “spike” 
proteins. But it delivers 
the instructions to do so 
using disabled adenovirus 
instead of  mRNA technol-
ogy. The adenovirus has 
been modified so it cannot 
make copies of  itself  and 
cause disease, and it is 
in no way related to the 
coronavirus.

MYTH: THE VACCINE 
CAN AFFECT YOUR 
FERTILITY.

There is zero evidence 
to support that the 
COVID-19 vaccine can 
cause infertility. There’s 
no need to get a preg-
nancy test before getting 
vaccinated, nor do you 
need to avoid pregnancy 
after vaccination, says the 
CDC.

“The mRNA vaccine 
is new and different, 
so it may sound scary, 
but there really hasn’t 
been any evidence of  it 
affecting fertility, and in 
fact, COVID for pregnant 
[people] is dangerous,” 
says Sarah Bass, associate 
professor and director of  
the Risk Communication 
Laboratory at Temple 
University.

If  you’re pregnant, 
you’re at an increased 
risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19 and may 
be at increased risk for 
adverse outcomes, like 
preterm birth, says the 
CDC. There is currently 

limited data on the safety 
of  COVID-19 vaccines 
in pregnant people, but 
experts believe they’re 
unlikely to pose a specific 
risk for people who are 
pregnant. Pregnant peo-
ple were not included in 
any of  the three vaccine 
trials. But a few dozen 
people who participated 
in the Pfizer and Moderna 
trials became pregnant, 
and continued in the 
trials with no safety prob-
lems. If  pregnant, you’re 
eligible for all authorized 
vaccines. You should talk 
with your doctor if  you 
have any questions, but 
it’s not required before 
vaccination.

MYTH: THE VACCINE 
CHANGES YOUR DNA.

You may have seen this 
myth circulating on social 
media, but it’s impossible 
for the vaccines to change 
your DNA. All three 
COVID-19 vaccines work 
by delivering instructions 
(genetic material) to our 
cells so that they can 
start building protection 
against the coronavirus. 
“However, the material 
never enters the nucleus 
of  the cell, which is where 
our DNA is kept,” notes 
the CDC. This means that 
the vaccines can’t affect 
or interact with our DNA 
in any way.

MYTH: THE VACCINES 
DON’T ALWAYS WORK, 
SO I DON’T NEED TO GET 
ONE.

The COVID-19 vaccines 
are highly effective, far 
more so than many scien-
tists anticipated. But no 
vaccine provides 100-per-
cent protection. For this 
reason, it actually makes 
it even more important for 
you to get those shots. To 
bring the pandemic under 
control, we need a sub-
stantial percentage of  the 
population to be immune.

“This is all about 
adding layers of  protec-
tion,” says Sachinwalla. 
“We know and expect 
there will be people who 
get vaccinated and still 
get infected, but if  one 
potentially infectious 
person is in a room full of  
vaccinated people, they’re 
going to spread the virus 
to a lot less people than 
if  they were in a room of  
unvaccinated people.”

The more people who 
are vaccinated, the harder 
it is for the virus to keep 
spreading (and mutating). 
But getting vaccinated 
is not just about looking 
out for others. Vaccines 
radically reduce your 
own chances of  getting 
COVID-19, and even 
if  you do get infected, 
your likelihood of  being 
protected from serious 

illness that forces you 
into the hospital, or 
worse, kills you, is “pretty 
darn close to 100%,” says 
Sachinwalla.

MYTH: I’VE ALREADY 
HAD COVID-19, SO 
I DON’T NEED THE 
VACCINE.

You’re advised to get 
vaccinated even if  you’ve 
had COVID-19. Why? 
Experts need more time 
to research how long 
natural immunity lasts. 
It’s also possible that the 
vaccine could provide 
better protection.

“It seems like the 
antibody response 
after vaccination may 
be better than natural 
immunity, but it’s still 
being researched,” says 
Sachinwalla. “There’s also 
a concern about whether 
or not natural immunity 
protects against various 
variants, whereas we’ve 
seen with the vaccines 
that there’s pretty good 
cross-protection, depend-
ing on the variants.”

If  you were treated 
for COVID-19 with 
monoclonal antibodies or 
convalescent plasma, you 
should wait 90 days before 
getting vaccinated. Ask 
your doctor if  you have 
questions or are unsure 
what treatments you 
received.

Nervous about getting  
the COVID-19 vaccine?

Don’t believe 
these myths

SHUTTERSTOCK
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By DANIEL SOLANO, D.O.
ZUSMAN EYE CARE CENTER

By age 65, one in 
three Americans will 
have a vision-im-
pairing eye disease. 
Many sight-robbing 
conditions can be 
effectively treated if  
detected early enough, 
in many cases limiting 
or eliminating the 
damage to eyesight. 

During the month 
of  May, Zusman Eye 
Care Center joins the 
American Academy of  
Ophthalmology in shar-
ing valuable information 
about how to take care of  
your vision.

Four eye diseases — 
age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD), 
diabetic retinopathy, 
glaucoma and cataracts 
account for most cases 
of  adult blindness and 
low vision among people 
in developed countries. 
Because these eye diseases 
cause no pain and often 

have no early symptoms, 
they do not automatically 
prompt people to seek 
medical care. But a 
thorough checkup by an 

ophthalmologist can de-
tect them in their earliest 
stages. Early treatment is 
vital because it can slow 
or halt disease progression 
or restore normal vision 
in the case of  cataracts.

A thorough eye exam 
can also detect other 
health conditions, such 
as stroke, cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, high 
blood pressure, autoim-
mune diseases, sexually 
transmitted diseases and 
some cancers. It’s not 
uncommon for a trip to 
the ophthalmologist to 
actually save a life.

The Academy’s global 
community of  33,000 
physicians urges you to 
follow these five simple 
steps to take control of  
your eye health today:

• Get a comprehensive 
medical eye exam at age 40. 
Early signs of  disease or 
changes in vision may 
begin at this age. An exam 
by an ophthalmologist is 
an opportunity to care-
fully examine the eye for 
diseases and conditions 
that may have no symp-
toms in the early stages.

• Know your family history. 
Certain eye diseases 
can be inherited. If  you 
have a close relative with 
macular degeneration, 
you have a 50% chance of  
developing this condition. 

A family history of  
glaucoma increases your 
glaucoma risk by four to 
nine times. Talk to family 
members about their eye 
conditions. It can help you 
and your ophthalmologist 
evaluate your risk.

• Eat healthy foods. A 
diet low in fat and rich 
in fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains, benefits the 
entire body, including the 
eyes. Eye-healthy food 
choices include citrus 
fruits, vegetable oils, nuts, 
whole grains, dark green 
leafy vegetables and fish.

• Stop smoking. Smoking 
increases the risk for eye 
diseases such as cataract 
and age-related macular 
degeneration. Smoking 
also raises the risk for 
cardiovascular diseases 

which can indirectly 
influence your eye health. 
Tobacco smoke, including 
second-hand smoke, 
worsens dry eye disease.

• Wear sunglasses. 
Exposure to ultraviolet 
UV light raises the risk 
of  eye diseases, including 
cataract, fleshy growths 
on the eye and cancer. 
Always wear a hat and 
sunglasses with 100% UV 
protection while outdoors.

“An eye exam doesn’t 
just check how well you 
can see, it evaluates the 
overall health of  your 
eyes,” said Rebecca J. 
Taylor, M.D., clinical 
spokesperson for the 
American Academy of  
Ophthalmology. “The 
Academy encourages 
everyone, particularly 
if  you’re over age 40, to 
get regular eye care. By 
making vision a priority, 
we can help protect our 
sight as we age.”

The American Academy 
of  Ophthalmology is the 
world’s largest association 
of  eye physicians and 
surgeons. For more infor-
mation, visit aao.org.

Zusman Eye Care Center 
is at 3430 Tamiami Trail, 
Suite A in Port Charlotte. 
For further questions 
about modern cataract 
surgery or other eye care 
needs, call 941-624-4500.

Steps to lower your risk of eye disease

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

By RICH SHOPES
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

Students from the University 
of  South Florida are teaming 
up with the John and Mable 
Ringling Museum of  Art in 
Sarasota as part of  an effort to 
deliver Ringling’s programming 
to people with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other disabilities.

The collaboration began this 
past spring in a virtual format 
and will continue with in-person 
museum visits when restric-
tions around COVID-19 are 
lifted. The aim of the effort is to 
connect people with cognitive 
disorders, sensory impairments 
and others to art from the 
Ringling collection. Working 
with Ringling staff, students will 
initiate discussions about art 
within the groups.

“The idea is to use structured 
conversation around art to 
reduce anxiety and social 
isolation by providing a safe at-
mosphere in which participants 
are able to express a personal 
connection to the art they’re 
viewing,” said Catherine 
Wilkins, an instructor in the 
Judy Genshaft Honors College 
at USF. “Although this is not 
art therapy, strictly speaking, 
engaging in these types of  
activities has been shown to 
have a therapeutic effect.”

Wilkins worked with the 
museum, Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital, the Alzheimer’s 
Association and other organi-
zations to create a new Honors 
course focused on arts and 
health at the USF Sarasota-
Manatee campus, about a mile 
north of  the museum.

The semester-long class was 
designed to introduce students 
to research about the holistic 
health benefits of  engaging 
with art, while also preparing 
them to interact with Ringling’s 
clients on a voluntary basis 
once COVID-19 restrictions 
have eased. Fifteen Honors 
students, including many from 
the Sarasota-Manatee campus, 
participated in the class.

“It was very multi-sided and 
involved a lot of  discussion,” 
accounting major Samantha 
Desautels said of  the course. “A 
lot of  it was about observation 
and listening and thinking 
about a piece of  artwork 
and considering different 
viewpoints.”

The students viewed several 
Ringling works online then 
discussed their responses and 
what the artist was perhaps 
conveying. There were no in-
correct answers as the students 
let their intellect and imagina-
tion guide their responses.

They also heard from 

experts about how to facilitate 
discussions for people with 
Alzheimer’s, and they engaged 
in research that could poten-
tially lead to new programs for 
people with other disabilities 
and for doctors and nurses as 
well.

“What I liked most about 
the class was the flexibility of  
the discussions,” said Laura 
Kulcsar, a biology major. “You 
can look at a piece of  art and 
appreciate it and then hear 
from someone else about what 
they think. Everybody responds 
differently.”

Nicolete Kulcsar, Laura’s 
sister and also a biology major, 
said: “I liked being able to listen 
to people describe something 
in detail, and ask why they said 
what they said. It helped give 
me insight and understanding 
into what is going on in other 
people’s lives.”

Many of  the students said 
they signed up for the class 
because they liked the idea 
of  helping others and trying 
something different from their 
usual course work.

Pre-med biology major 
Riffatul Islam, incoming stu-
dent governor at the Sarasota-
Manatee campus, said the 
class was just what the doctor 
ordered. With a course schedule 
heavy on science-based classes, 

Islam said he appreciated the 
opportunity to take a course 
that emphasized creative, 
artistic thinking.

“It was very inter-disci-
plinary,” he said. “You get to 
conduct research, but you also 
engage in creative activities and 
learn about different types of  
mental health issues. It gives 
you insight into how art can 
have an impact psychologically. 
It’s great for mental health.”

Laura Steefel-Moore, head of  
educational programming at 
the Ringling Museum, said she 
was delighted to work with the 
students. Wilkins approached 
her last year after hearing 
about the Ringling Reflections 
program for people with 
dementia.

“Every time I’ve had a dis-
cussion with the class they’ve 
just been so engaged and 
receptive,” Steefel-Moore said. 
“A lot of  what we’re doing is 
practicing facilitating conversa-
tions around works of  art, and 
the students have been very 
open-minded about this. This is 
not meant to be an art history 
class or be lecture-based. They 
have to be able to lead discus-
sions that are grounded in 
kindness and empathy.”

The museum’s Ringling 
Reflections tours, currently 
held virtually, allow people 

with dementia and their 
caregivers to engage in conver-
sations around four artworks 
from the museum’s collection. 
The program enables partic-
ipants to communicate with 
one another and with museum 
educators in a safe, relaxed 
environment.

Steefel-Moore added that by 
teaming up with the students, 
the museum might be able to 
expand Ringling Reflections. 
Based on research generated 
by the students, the museum 
has begun exploring the idea of  
offering programming to foster 
children.

“We would love to continue 
our collaboration with USF, 
and we’re hoping that more 
students will take the class,” 
Steefel-Moore said. “The more 
we can engage with students to 
help them better understand all 
that the museum has to offer, 
the better connected we become 
with our local community. It is 
a privilege to work alongside 
the USF students.”

For more about the USF 
Sarasota-Manatee campus, visit 
www.sarasotamanatee.usf.edu.

For more about the John and 
Mable Ringling Museum of  Art, 
visit www.ringling.org.

USF students learn the value  
of empathy, creative thinking
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Merged Florida-based 
health systems to 

be known as Empath 
Health

Empath Health and 
Stratum Health System 
announced that their 
merged organizations 
will be known as Empath 
Health. The two not-for-
profit care organizations 
have joined together 
in a merger of  equals 
to create the country’s 
largest not-for-profit 
health system delivering 
non-acute care and ser-
vices through its skilled, 
medical and holistic 
programs to individuals 
with chronic, advanced 
and terminal illnesses 
and those experiencing 
grief. The two legacy hos-
pices — Tidewell Hospice 
and Suncoast Hospice — 
will continue to operate 
under their existing 
brands.The combined 
Empath Health organi-
zation will serve over 
6,000 individuals a day, 
50,000 annually, creating 
a bridge between chronic, 
advanced and terminal 
care and providing seam-
less integration based 
on individual needs. In 
addition, it will provide 
a variety of  communi-
ty-based programs that 
reflect their commitment 
to the preservation of  
their charitable missions.

Chronic Disease  
Self-Management 
Program — ‘It’s All 

About You’
Lee Health Solutions, 

a department of  Lee 
Health, is offering “It’s 
All About You” — a 
research based Chronic 
Disease Self-Management 
program originally 
developed at Stanford 
University Patient 
Education Research 
Center. The program is 
designed for people 18 
years of  age or older with 
chronic health conditions 
to help them learn ways 
to better manage their 
chronic conditions and 
the symptoms that often 
accompany chronic 
health conditions. The 
virtual workshop is two 
hours once a week for 
six weeks, from 9:30-
11:30 a.m., beginning May 
18. For more informa-
tion or to register, call 
239-343-9264.

Lee Health offers 
free workshop on HIV 

self-management
The six-week work-

shop is focused on 
education and awareness. 
Participants will learn 
how to live with a chron-
ic condition, manage 
medications, understand 
the benefits of  exercise, 
make smarter decisions 
related to healthy eating, 
work more effectively 
with health profession-
als, understand ways to 
manage difficult emo-
tions and improve your 
sleep through different 
methods and tools. The 
virtual workshop starts 
May 19 and runs through 
June 23. For more infor-
mation or to register, call 
239-343-9264.

Alzheimer’s 
Association teams up 
with Frank & Barbara 
Broyles Foundation to 

share caregiver tips
Caring for a loved one 

with Alzheimer’s disease 
can be stressful, and for 
those who are new to 
caregiving, it can also 
seem overwhelming. 
To help families cope 
with the challenges of  
dementia caregiving, the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
is teaming up with 
the Frank & Barbara 
Broyles Foundation to 
share some helpful tips. 
The two organizations 
will host “Play by Play: 
Creating Care Plans,” 
a virtual program on 
combating caregiver 
stress and maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle. 
“Play by Play: Creating 
Care Plans” will begin 
at 2 p.m. May 20. The 
program is free to attend. 
Register by calling the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
at 800-272-3900 or by visit-
ing bit.ly/AlzPlaybook.

Autism screening  
for young children
Golisano Children’s 

Hospital of  Southwest 
Florida, in partnership 
with Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of  
Southwest Florida, offers 
a free monthly autism 
spectrum disorder 
screening for toddlers 
18 months to age 5. The 
next screening will be 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

May 21 at the Pediatric 
Specialist Office, 15901 
Bass Road, suite 102, 
Fort Myers. A physician 
referral is not required. 
To schedule a screening, 
call 239-343-6838.

Trivia for a cause
Get your thinking caps 

on and enjoy a fun night 
of  trivia for a great cause 
at 6:30 p.m. May 21. The 
Punta Gorda YMCA is 
hoping to help brighten 
our children’s futures 
by raising money for the 
Children and Families 
Scholarships Fund while 
testing your general 
knowledge. Bring your 
own food or drinks to 
enjoy. Popcorn and water 
will be available for 
purchase as well. Prizes 
will be awarded to the 
teams with the biggest 
brains. Gather your team 
of  up to 8 friends and 
reserve your table. $10 
per person or $80 for an 
entire table. Tables are 
limited. Call 941-505-0999 
to sign up.The event 
will be at the Bayfront 
Center YMCA, 750 Retta 
Esplanade, Punta Gorda.

Thursday Talks 
The Punta Gorda 

YMCA is excited to intro-
duce a new lecture series 
called Thursday Talks. 
In the coming months, 
various speakers with 
diverse backgrounds 
will be stopping by the 
Punta Gorda YMCA to 
share a bit about their 
careers, past or present. 
12:30 p.m. May 27: Gary 
Butler-Military Heritage 
Museum. June 3: K-9 
Officer David Musgrove. 
June 10: Peace River 
Wildlife Center. June 
17: Air Force Brigadier 
General Bud Bell. Punta 
Gorda YMCA, 2905 
Tamiami Trail, Punta 
Gorda. The talks are free 
and open to the public. 

Sign up by registering at 
the Punta Gorda Ymca or 
call 941-505-0999.

‘Art by the disABLEd’
Artwork by partici-

pants in Lee Health’s 
Arts in Healthcare 
program — “Art by the 
disABLEd” — will be on 
display through May 30 
in the Big Arts Dunham 
Family Gallery, 900 
Dunlop Road, Sanibel. 
Art by the disABLEd is a 
program for individuals 
with disabilities who are 
looking for showcase and 
exhibition opportunities 
for their creative works. 
You can also experience 
the show from the 
comfort of  your own 
home by visiting bigarts.
org, where you can take 
a virtual stroll through 
a high-definition 3D 
rendering of  the gallery. 
For more information, 
call 239-395-0900. Arts in 
Healthcare is a nation-
wide movement that 
links the expressive arts 
with the healing arts 
and brings these into 
the mainstream of  the 
traditional health care to 
promote the well-being 
of  those who are ill 
and their caregivers. It 
integrates the expressive 
arts in all forms into the 
health care setting to 
provide creative outlets 
for patients, families and 
staff.

Senior Care 
Conference

Gain the knowledge 
and understanding 
to easily navigate the 
complex world of  senior 
care. The event is free. 
Space is limited so make 
sure to get your tickets 
early at bit.ly/3end4wI. 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 12 at 
Charlotte Harbor Event 
and Conference Center, 
75 Taylor St., Punta 
Gorda.

HEALTH & WELLNESS HAPPENINGS

BY MAYO CLINIC NEWS NETWORK

The average healthy woman 
begins menopause at 51, though 
some women will begin in their 
40s or in their late 50s. It’s a 
natural biological process that 
marks the time a woman ends her 
menstrual cycle.

Mood swings, hot flashes and 
difficulty sleeping are common 
symptoms that can be effectively 
managed with hormone therapy. 
Lifestyle changes can also help 
relieve these temporary symp-
toms, says Dr. Denise Millstine, 
a physician from Mayo Clinic’s 
Women’s Health Center.

Hormone therapy may help 

women who struggle with hot 
flashes, sleep disruptions and 
other menopausal symptoms. 
However, this treatment comes 
with side effects, and it is not for 
everybody.

“Many women are not candi-
dates to take hormone therapy, 
like women who have a diagnosis 
of  breast cancer. But in a woman 
who’s taking hormone therapy 
and still having symptoms, 
lifestyle management can also be 
effective,” Millstine says.

“Hit the golf  course, for in-
stance. Regular exercise, along 
with a healthy diet, may help.

Women who exercise regularly 
are healthier overall, and they 

might be reducing their hot flash 
burden, as well.”

If  you smoke, Millstine says quit.
“Women who smoke have more 

frequent hot flashes, and they also 
have more severe hot flashes.”

Consider yoga, deep-breathing 
exercises and massage to relieve 
stress.

“I will often refer women for a 
trial of  acupuncture to see if  that 
can reduce their hot flash burden, 
in addition to simple practices 
like paced breathing or breathing 
exercises.”

Menopause is a natural stage of  
aging. See your health care provid-
er if  you need help managing your 
symptoms.

Lifestyle changes to manage 
menopause symptoms

Medical 
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By LANE DEGREGORY
TAMPA BAY TIMES

GULFPORT, Fla. — She 
pulls up to the senior center 
just before 10 a.m., walks past 
people outside waiting for help 
with their taxes, others lining 
up for the food pantry. “Good 
morning!” she greets folks.

As she props her cane by the 
welcome desk, an elderly man 
approaches, admiring the cool 
weather. She nods, answers 
briefly, then sits in the office 
chair.

“Okay, Jay,” she says kindly. 
“I’ll talk to you later. I’ve got to 
start making my calls.”

Lorraine Gray, 77, puts on 
silver-rimmed glasses and pulls 
out a chart. After five years of  
volunteering at the Gulfport 
Senior Center, she knows most 
of  the names and numbers. 
But she has to fill out a log, to 
record that they’re OK.

It’s Monday, so she has six 
people on her list. She already 
called eight from home.

“Hey,” she says brightly, 
cradling a landline against her 
shoulder. “This is Lorraine, just 
checking on you. Call me later. 
OK, bye!”

When the seniors don’t pick 
up, she tries not to worry. She 
marks the form to call back. 
This first man, she knows, has 
a caregiver staying with him 
right now. If  she doesn’t hear 
from him after four or five 
tries, she’ll call his emergency 
contact.

“Good morning, Greta! How 
are you today?” Lorraine says 
to the next person, who picks 
up right away. “I’m fine! Did 
you have a good weekend? 
Quiet? That’s good. … And 
what’s your kitty been up to? 
Did he do anything fun?”

Some people, she calls four 
mornings a week. Some just 
one. Some reassure her that 
they’re OK — still alive. Others 
want to talk. Or listen. Have a 
conversation, a distraction.

To know someone cares.

A YEAR OF LONELINESS
The Gulfport Senior 

Center started its Telephone 
Reassurance Program more 

than 20 years ago. Anyone older 
than 50 who lives in the small 
town on Boca Ciega Bay can 
request the free service.

Walt Pauly, who helps run 
the senior center, says eight 
volunteers talk to about 85 
seniors every week. Most live 
alone. Many can’t get out on 
their own.

Sometimes, that call is the 
only time the person talks to 
someone all day.

Sometimes, it’s the only way 
anyone knows something is 
wrong.

When volunteers can’t reach 
the emergency contact, Walt or 
his supervisor drive by the per-
son’s home. If  no one answers 
Walt’s knock, he calls the local 
police to do a wellness check.

They found one woman on 
the floor, another out driving 
— at 100 years old. “You do 
what you have to do to make 
sure they’re okay,” Walt says. 
“Thank goodness, so far, 
everyone’s been fine.”

Other senior centers, 
churches and synagogues 
run similar phone programs, 
though some use robo-calls. 

“We know people need to talk to 
someone,” Walt says. “Not just 
answer a recorded question.”

Most volunteers in Gulfport 
never meet the people they’re 
checking on. But they learn 
about that man’s grandson, that 
widow’s husband, whose kids 
come to visit, how the old dog 
is doing.

Since the pandemic shuttered 
the senior center — keeping 
people from their card games, 
crafts and gym — the calls 
became even more important, 
Walt says. And in demand.

Over the summer, Lorraine’s 
list swelled to 46 people.

Some wanted — needed — to 
talk every day.

‘DO YOU HAVE ANY STORIES?’
“Good morning, Sylvia! This 

is Lorraine calling. I’ll give you 
a call back later,” she says on 
this Monday.

As soon as she hangs up, the 
phone rings. “Good morning! 
Gulfport Senior … Oh, Sylvia! 
Hello! No, that’s all right. Are 
you okay today? It is a little 
chilly. How about that vaccine? 
Did you get that done? Oh, the 

second one, too? You must feel 
more comfortable then. … Oh, 
well, tell your friend to try 
Walgreens. Or Publix. They 
have them, too.”

Lorraine knows Sylvia and 
Agnes from the before-days, 
when they could hang out at 
the center. Everyone else on 
her list is just a voice on the 
other end of  the line. But she 
considers them friends.

“Good morning, Agnes! It’s 
Lorraine. How are you today? 
Pretty good? Oh, that’s good. 
What did you do all weekend? 
Nothing? You didn’t do any-
thing? No parties or anything?”

Agnes Roney, 87, lives alone. 
Her family is in Pennsylvania. 
Lorraine met her five years ago, 
helped her find a caregiver and 
saw her go in and out of  the 
hospital and rehab. Lorraine 
has been one of  the few con-
stants in her life.

“I really appreciate the calls,” 
Agnes says. “It’s comforting to 
know someone thinks of  you 
and takes the time to cheer you 
up.”

Lorraine raised her son and 
daughter in the woods of  New 

Hampshire, where she was a 
home healthcare nurse. She re-
tired to Florida in 2009 and lives 
in a condo with her cat, Sassy. 
She was looking for something 
to fill her time, a way to meet 
people.

She likes to talk. Loves to 
listen. She asks about their 
breathing, pain and oxygen lev-
els, knows when to recommend 
they call their doctor. “I never 
push,” she says. “But I can pick 
up on what they need and make 
suggestions.”

She knows that often, laugh-
ter is the best medicine. One 
97-year-old woman always asks, 
“Do you have any stories?” So 
Lorraine shares pieces of  her 
past.

Like that time she came 
home to a goat camped out on 
her doorstep. When she tried to 
shoo it away, it charged her — 
so she had to call the constable. 
Who, it just happened, owned 
that angry goat. Or that time 
a snake slithered from under 
her refrigerator, so she got 
a hoe and chopped it in two. 
“Destroyed that snake and the 
linoleum.” And once, a bat flew 
through her house, and she and 
the kids spent an hour search-
ing for it. Later, she found it 
in a pile of  towels in the dryer. 
“That was one crispy critter.”

At 10:45, Lorraine checks her 
chart. One more call to make. 
Patrick doesn’t answer, so she 
leaves a message. Sometimes, 
he doesn’t feel well enough to 
pick up the phone.

But after a few minutes, 
Patrick calls back. He’s doing 
better, thank you. “Do you have 
a recliner? Or can you elevate 
the hospital bed?” Lorraine 
asks. “That’ll help with the 
breathing … You’re very wel-
come. It’s always good to talk to 
you. We’ll catch up tomorrow.”

Some mornings, Lorraine 
isn’t in the mood to chat. But 
she shoves all that aside, she 
says. “This is so important to 
them. I always try to be upbeat, 
bring enthusiasm. If  I can make 
someone’s day better, why 
wouldn’t I?”

Besides, she says, she gets as 
much out of  these calls as they 
do.

‘How are you?’ A phone call lets 
seniors know someone cares

TNS PHOTO

Lorraine Gray used to be a home health care nurse. Now, she uses those skills when she talks to 
elderly residents.

By SAMANTHA LOGUE
ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION

It is crucial that 
Floridians have prepara-
tion plans in place that 
meet the specific needs 
of  a person living with 
Alzheimer’s or another 
dementia. Taking 
important measures to 
plan ahead can prevent 
injuries and help the 
person with the disease 
feel more relaxed and 
less overwhelmed, if  
an emergency situation 
occurs.

Due to the pandemic, 
being prepared for 
such extraordinary 
circumstances may 
look a little different 
than in previous years. 
To help families facing 
Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias prepare, the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
offers additional guid-
ance including:

Plan ahead. Being 
prepared in case of  an 

emergency is crucial. 
Due to COVID-19, 
existing safety plans 
for disaster situations 
may have to be adjusted. 
If  the person lives in a 
residential facility, learn 
about its disaster/evac-
uation plans and who is 
responsible for evacu-
ating the person in the 
event of  an emergency. 
Be sure plans accommo-
date specific needs, such 
as personal protective 
equipment, a walker or 
portable oxygen.

Prepare an emergency 
kit or “go kit.” As part of  
an emergency plan, put 
together an emergency 
kit in a watertight con-
tainer and store it in an 
easily accessible location 
with important legal 
and medical documents, 
extra clothing, face 
masks, cleaning supplies, 
identification items 
and an extra supply 
of  medications. Make 
sure medical and health 

records are accessible 
and attainable by people 
other than the primary 
caregiver.

Evacuation during a 
pandemic. Many at-risk 
states for natural disas-
ters, such as hurricanes, 
have adjusted evacuation 
plans due to the pan-
demic. This may mean 
less room is available at 
shelters or new shelters 
may have been added. 
Stay current on updated 
plans from state and local 
public agencies as it may 
affect your action and 
available resources and 
facilities. When appropri-
ate, share the diagnosis 
with others, such as hotel 
or shelter staff, so they 
can better assist.

Today, there are 
more than six million 
Americans living with 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
including 580,000 in 
Florida.

For more information, 
visit www.alz.org.

Disaster preparedness tips  
for families facing dementia

BY MCC

“Let food be thy 
medicine” is a quote 
attributed to Hippocrates, 
the ancient scholar 
considered to be the 
father of  modern medi-
cine. The saying relates 
to the notion that what 
people put in their bodies 
can heal and/or prevent 
certain conditions.

For seniors with 
medicine cabinets full of  
over-the-counter and pre-
scription medications, the 
idea of  relying predomi-
nantly on food to promote 
optimal health may be 
tempting, and various 
foods can be particularly 
useful to the 50-and-over 
demographic.

According to the World 
Health Organization, 
poor diet is a major 
contributor to many of  
the diseases that affect 
older people. Poor diet 
has been connected to the 
development of  diabetes 
and degenerative diseases 
such as osteoporosis also 
may be linked to the foods 
ones eat. The National 
Council for Aging Care 
says micronutrient defi-
ciency is often a problem 
among the aging due to 
factors like lack of  variety 
in diet and reduced food 
intake. Eating a variety 
of  foods can provide all of  
the nutrients people need 
to stay healthy as they get 
older. Certain foods may 
be particularly helpful.

• Brain-friendly foods: 
Foods such as avoca-
do, leafy vegetables, 

sunflower seeds, blue-
berries and salmon are 
good sources of  vitamin 
E, antioxidants, omega-3 
fatty acids and other 
nutrients that may help 
ward off dementias like 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
advises Sonas Home 
Health Care.

• Anti-inflammatory foods: 
Foods rich in omega-3 
fatty acids may help 
prevent inflammation 
that can cause cancer 
and rheumatoid arthritis. 
Aging.com says foods that 
are high in omega-3 fatty 
acids, like salmon, should 
be consumed at least 
twice per week.

• Fruits and vegetables: 
Fresh, canned or frozen 
produce tend to be high in 
micronutrients, including 
a variety of  important 
vitamins that are essen-
tial for all components of  
health. The Academy of  
Nutrition and Dietetics 
advises eating dark green 
vegetables, such as leafy 

greens or broccoli, and 
orange vegetables, such 
as carrots and sweet 
potatoes.

• Energy-boosters: Choose 
whole grains that can 
provide sustained energy 
by way of  healthy carbo-
hydrates over processed 
grains.

• Bone-friendly foods: 
Calcium-rich foods, 
such as milk, yogurt and 
cheese, can prevent cal-
cium from being leached 
from the bones, which 
contributes to conditions 
like osteoporosis.

• Digestive system-friendly 
foods: The digestive 
system slows down as the 
body ages, as the walls of  
the gastrointestinal tract 
thicken and digestive 
contractions that push 
waste along may slow 
down and become fewer. 
Foods rich in fiber can 
promote proper digestion 
by moving food through 
the digestive tract mor 
easily. High-fiber foods 
also may help naturally 
reduce blood cholesterol 
levels.

• High-iron foods: Without 
enough iron in the body, a 
person may feel tired and 
lethargic from a reduced 
production of  hemoglo-
bin, which carries oxygen 
in the blood from the 
lungs to the rest of  the 
body. A lack of  oxygen in 
body tissues from anemia 
can be serious, says the 
National Council for 
Aging Care. Tofu, spinach, 
lentils, pumpkin seeds 
and fortified breads and 
cereals are high in iron.

Healthy eating 
options for seniors

SHUTTERSTOCK

Foods such as avocado, 
leafy vegetables, 
sunflower seeds, 
blueberries and salmon 
are good sources of 
vitamin E, antioxidants 
and omega-3 fatty acids.

SHUTTERSTOCK
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By BRANDPOINT

 Have you been 
on a recent virtual 
date or job inter-
view and just not 

felt the energy 
you might have 

in person? You’re 
not alone - as the 

pandemic has taken 
away the ease and 
safety of  in-person 

meetups, “Zoom 
fatigue” has become 

a regular part of  
our vocabulary. 

Sometimes, trying 
to connect with 

someone through a 
webcam just doesn’t 

feel right, but the 
good news is that 

there are solutions.

Some people have mastered the 
Zoom life and have some tips to share 
about how to foster really meaningful 
personal interactions, even through a 
screen.

“You’ve got to let your curiosity 
fuel you,” says OZY CEO Carlos 
Watson. As host of  the viral YouTube 
talk show sensation The Carlos 
Watson Show, Watson has created the 
warmest place on the internet, where 
his uniquely charming conversation 
style leads to some of  the most inti-
mate conversations with the world’s 
biggest names. 

“Don’t think of  it like you’re 
miles away; appreciate the intimacy 
Zoom brings - you’re in each other’s 

homes.” And while Watson has 
invited TV’s most diverse lineup 
to his virtual coffee table, boasting 
names from Ava DuVernay to Mark 
Cuban, John Legend to Megyn Kelly, 
here are his top tips for anyone trying 
to get past Zoom fatigue and create 
real relationships over calls:

START IN A PLACE OF MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING

Having interviewed everyone from 
President Obama to Karl Rove, Tomi 
Lahren to Rep. Ilhan Omar, Watson 
knows he might not agree with every 
guest, but emphasizes the importance 
of  finding common ground. “It feels 
like one of  the most divisive times 
in history, but we need to remember 

that there’s more that connects us 
than divides us,” he says. Try to 
find something you do agree on or 
a mutual friend or favorite activity. 
Starting things off  on the right foot 
will allow the rest of  the conversation 
to go more smoothly.

HAVE AN OPEN MIND AND NO 
EXPECTATIONS 

Don’t approach a new conversation 
with expectations, because you may 
be disappointed if  they’re not met. 
But an open mind allows conversa-
tions to take whatever serendipitous 
turn they might. Watson knows this, 
and covers a notable range of  topics 
with the world’s top names. Let your 
conversations wander, because you 
never know where they might take 
you.

SURPRISE YOURSELF WITH CREATIVE 
QUESTIONS

Along with avoiding presuppo-
sitions of  the conversation, avoid 
presupposing what your conversa-
tion-mate might be interested in 
talking about. In his show, Watson 
focuses on asking creative questions. 
He might talk about love with poli-
ticians, politics with musicians and 
music with athletes. Whether on a 
virtual date or job interview, the 
likelihood is the person you’re talking 
to is used to getting similar questions 
and doesn’t get to be creative with 
their answers. By thinking outside 
the box with the questions you ask, 
and pivoting from the norms, you can 
get the most genuine answers.

Hopefully you feel prepared to 
tackle that next Zoom interview or 
ask your Hinge date for a virtual 
coffee. And make sure to check out 
Carlos Watson’s expertly charming 
conversations on The Carlos Watson 
Show.

How to crush interviews and build 
relationships — even through a screen

BPT
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941-206-1300 (Daily Sun)

941-207-1300 (Venice Gondolier)

ATTENTION 
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Premium Editions 

on select weekends 
throughout the year! 
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who share this purpose and want to 
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We are seeking talented individuals 
who share this purpose and want to 

excel in their  fi eld of expertise.  
If you are customer-minded, love 
to learn and improve, and value 
collaboration and professional 

growth, JELD-WEN is
the place for you.

 PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE

 ALL SHIFTS

Starting hourly wage $16.02
Must have a High School Diploma or 

GED, Higher Education a plus, 
Good Work History, and 

Attention to detail.
Willing to train, we offer Health and 

401K benefi ts.

Apply on indeed or send resumes 
to pmackenzie@jeldwen.com

VENICE, FL 34285
EOE/Drug-Free Workplace
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HIRING EVENT
Thursday, May 20, 2021

TIME:
1:000pm - 5:30pm

LOCATION:
901 Venetian Bay Blvd, 3rd Floor
Venice, FL34285

WHAT TO BRING:
Printed Resume

*And be sure to 
come Dressed to 
Impress!!

On-the-Spot Job Off ers!*
*Hired candidates will be required to 

complete and pass all pre-employment 
screenings.

HIRING FOR:
 ✓ Certifi ed Medical Assistants

 ✓ Offi  ce Assistants/Receptionists

 ✓ Licensed Practical Nurses

 ✓ Radiology Techs

 ✓ Echo Technician

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS:
 ✓ Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance

 ✓ Sick & Vacation Time

 ✓ Life Insurance

 ✓ 401K Match

For More Information, Contact:
Cindy Huhn, HR Generalist at: (941) 483-7614
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2394 Tamiami Trail Port Charlotte 
8am-5pm

Call/Text 941-629-2611 or 
Go Online to: Expresspros.com

NOW HIRING!
EXPRESS EMPLOYMENT 

PROFESSIONALS

  • Assembly
  • Clerical 
  • Warehouse
  • General Laborers
  • Skilled Trades

Temporary Positions, Permanent 
Positions,

Temporary to Permanent Positions!
Paid Weekly! 

$11.50 - $18.00 Per Hour!
START TOMORROW!

Please Send Resume & Cover Letter to:

omar.zucco@yoursun.com

We are seeking an experienced

Multimedia
Marketing Executive
in our Port Charlotte and Venice Locations.

ARE
YOU
THE
ONE?

We are
  hiring
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Employment 
Services 

PROFESSIONAL RESUMES
A PHONE CALL CAN DO IT ALL 
CHARLOTTE & SARASOTA CO. 
Call for DETAILS 941-214-5257

Medical 

CARE PARTNER, MED TECH 
& HOUSEKEEPERS NEEDED 

FT, for nice Venice ALF. 
EMAIL RESUME TO: 
Executivedirector@

venicegreenvillage.com 
or Apply in person @ 

2745 E VENICE AVE, 34292

CAREGIVER NEEDED 
for Senior. 

Please Call 941-592-1265

CNA’S, HHA’S AND 
CAREGIVERS

Find New Clients by 
Advertising Your 
Services in the 

Senior Directory 
Every Wednesday in 

The Sun Newspapers. 

This Feature Publishes in 
Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Desoto Counties. 
Market Yourself - Reach 

150,000 Readers! 
Call 941-429-3110 for more 

information

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION 
FOR HELPING PEOPLE?

 Do you live in the DeSoto or 
Hardee County area?  

Community Health Worker 
positions available.  

Visit hrhn.org/employment 
for more info.

CARING FOR 
OUR HEROES

DOUGLAS T. JACOBSON
STATE VETERANS’ HOME

Senior RN Supervisor

Senior LPN

Senior CNA

CNA/Therapy Aide & 
OPS

Food Control 
Specialist

Food Support Worker 
& OPS

Excellent Benefits, 
Vacation Leave

Tammy Hoyt
941-613-0919 X 2006

Online:
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com

HEALTH FOCUSED 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR for 
new program in Hardee/

DeSoto Counties.  Must be 
comfortable speaking on 
health-related topics to 

people from diverse 
backgrounds. Bi-lingual 

and prior experience 
with CHWs a plus. 

Visit hrhn.org/employment.

HIRING EVENT 
THURSDAY MAY 20, 2021

TIME: 1:00PM - 5:30PM

LOCATION: 
901 Venetia Bay Blvd., 
3rd floor, Venice, 34285

WHAT TO BRING: Printed 
resume

*And be sure to come 
dressed to impress!

ON THE SPOT JOB OFFERS!
* Hired candidates will be 
required to complete and 
pass all pre-employment 

screenings. 

HIRING FOR:
•Certified Medical 
Assistants
•Office Assistants/
Receptionist
•Licensed Practical Nurses
•Radiology Techs
•Echo Technician

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
•Medical, Dental & Vison 
Insurance
•Sick & Vacation time
•Life Insurance
•401K Match

For More information 
Contact Cindy Hahun, HR 
Generalist @ 941-483-7614

Medical 

www.HorizonTechInstitute.com
“ADVANCE YOUR CAREER”      

Licensed & Accredited 
School  Murdock Town 

Center on 41 
1032 Tamiami Tr Unit 3
 PHLEBOTOMY,  EKG,  

LPN-wkds, CNA, Med. Asst. 
Classes - JUNE 7TH 2021
YOU can become a LPN 

within 11 months. 
Enrollment ongoing.    

Start Working In 2-5 wks!   
Classes Start Each Month 

Call For Class Dates
Nursing Assistant (120hrs)
Home Health Aide (75hrs)     
Phlebotomy Tech (165hrs)   

EKG Tech (165hrs)  
Patient Care Tech (600hrs)
Job Assist. &  Pymt. Plans

Call Now to Register!  
941-889-7506

Skilled trades 
CONSTRUCTION SALES/
ESTIMATOR NEEDED for 
Building Corporation in 

Charlotte Cnty, FL  Computer/
management skills required. 

Send Resume to klowa@
kenriteconstruction.com

JELD-WEN 
WINDOWS 

& DOORS VENICE FL
VENICE  FLORIDA

PRODUCTION 
ASSOCIATE

ALL SHIFTS
Starting Hourly Wage $16.02

High School Diploma or
GED, Higher Education a 
plus, Good Work History, 
and Attention to detail. 

Willing to train, we offer 
Health and 401K Benefits.
EOE/Drug-Free Workplace

 Apply on indeed or
 send resumes to 

pmackenzie@jeldwen.com

WESTCOAST 
ELECTRIC SERVICES 

A large Commercial 
Contractor is NOW HIRING 
for: Commercial Electrical 

Helpers & Electricians.
 We offer an apprenticeship 
program. Great Benefits & 
Competitive Pay. Please 
Submit your resume to: 

Jenny@westcoastelectricfl.
com or Call 941-429-4900

Sales 
SECRETARIAL Part-time/Full-
time, Real Estate Sales entry 
level no license necessary to 

apply. For interview, 
Call Mr. E at 201-953-1309.

General 

ASSISTANT
DISTRICT MANAGERS

SUN NEWSPAPERS

The Sun is currently seeking 
part-time Assistant District 
Managers in our Circulation 
Department. Our Assistant 

District Managers work 
directly with an indepen-

dent contractor network to 
manage home delivery and 

customer relations.

Responsibilities include 
contractor recruitment and 
orienting, meeting estab-

lished service goals, resolv-
ing service errors, managing 
contractor draw and insuring 

customer satisfaction.

Must be able to work early 
mornings hours, weekends 
and holidays in an office/
warehouse environment 
and outdoors in various 

temperatures and weather 
conditions.

Requires valid Florida 
driver’s license and insur-
ance. Must have reliable 

transportation to perform 
daily job responsibilities. 
Opportunities available in 

Charlotte/Punta Gorda and 
North Port. 25-30 hours per 
week. Starting pay $14-$15/

hr. Phone allowance, mileage 
reimbursement.

EOE, Drug free workplace
Pre-employment

drug testing required

E-mail: 
Brian.Franz@yoursun.com

Please no phone calls

CARRIERS
NEEDED

IMMEDIATELY
The Venice Gondolier Sun 
is now taking applications 
for carriers in  Venice and 

surrounding  areas. 
Must have dependable 
vehicle, a valid Florida  

Drivers License and proof 
of insurance.  

APPLY IN PERSON: 
200 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL 34285

No Phone Calls Please.

DOCK HAND Needed at 
Uncle Henry`s Marina on 
Boca Grande. Full & part time 
available. Tolls Paid.
Call 941-964-0154

General 

COUNTER PERSON, for Local 
Seafood Market. Part-Time.

Good Pay! 941-380-9212

DRIVERS NEEDED 
for Local Seafood Company. 

EXCELLENT PAY!!!
Call 941-380-9212

ENTRY LEVEL POSITION 
FOR PRINTING AT 

THE VENICE GONDOLIER
We are currently seeking 

a full time entry level 
manufacturing position. 

This position includes the 
opportunity to learn the 

printing process from the 
entry level position and 

advance in a progressive 
environment.  In this 

position you will assist in 
the creation of various well 

known newspapers and 
other related products on 

our Press.
DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES

•Remove product from the 
end of the printing press or 
finishing machine. 
•Move skids of product 
with a hand jack
Comply with all quality, 
safety and work rules and 
regulations.
•Day and Evening shifts 
available.
•Qualifications
Effectively communicate 
with other members of the 
staff.
•Assist other crew 
members with various 
duties including webbing 
up of the press and/or 
special handwork in order 
to meet customer requests.
•Follow all clean-up and 
housekeeping procedures.
•The ability to take stacks 
(average 10-30 lbs) using 
repetitive hand/wrist 
movement, off of the end 
of a machine (2-4 feet high) 
and stack product on skids 
from floor level to 5 feet 
high using repetitive bend-
ing and twisting.
•The ability to remove 
skids (weighing up to 2400 
lbs) by using a pallet jack
The ability to use a 
computer.
•At least 18-years of age 
or older
•Ability to work well in a 
team environment
•Ability to follow 
instructions and work 
independently
•The ability to read and 
write; possess good verbal 
and written 
comprehension.

Please call Jon at 
941 207 1411 

for an interview

MAILROOM
THE CHARLOTTE SUN 

NEWSPAPER

Part-time positions available. 
No Experience necessary.

Be able to lift at least
20 lbs., willing to train

Late afternoons & evenings.

E-mail to: mblubaugh@
suncoastpress.com

Please, NO Phone Calls
 

We are a drug free workplace
Pre-employment drug testing 

required

PAGE DESIGNER  
The Daily Sun is looking for 

part-time or full-time layout/
design help. InDesign experi-
ence is helpful.  Job involves 
early evenings and weekend 
hours. We will train the right 

person. Send resume to 
heather.hernandez@

yoursun.com 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(Punta Gorda, Pt Charlotte, 

North Port, Venice)

BUSINESS IS GOOD! 
WE`RE ALSO LOOKING FOR 

A SALES MANAGER!
LOOKING FOR A 
PART-TIME JOB?

Make $1,000. - $1,500. and 
Up in Your Spare Time. 

Weekends a Plus.

 Kiosk Sales
No Experience Necessary

Full Training Provided
Cell Phone Required

Our Team is Growing Not 
Laying Off.

We Work in Retail 
Locations, Events and 

Shows Where Customers 
Come to Us.

KIOSK SALES Working with 
Sun Newspapers.

Reply to: 
hiring.now@amgincusa.com 

or Call 941-786-7676
Please Include Phone 

Number Where You Can be 
Reached For an Interview. 

A Resume Would be a plus!
SIMPLE - EASY - 
GOOD MONEY

Real estate 
Open house 

05/16/21

WINDMILL VILLAGE  
SUNDAY   5/16/2021      11- 2

8 HOLLAND DRIVE, 
PUNTA GORDA $150,000

2/2 MOBILE HOME 
55+ COMMUNITY

 CHRIS MCMILLAN 941-628-2602
RE/MAX Anchor of Marina Park

Houses for sale 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?

We can help you.
Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

 BLUE HERON PINES
29200 Jones Loop Rd

Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Premier Resort Style 

Amenities.
New & Used Homes for Sale

Affordable Living
18 Hole Public Golf Course

Please Call for an Appt. 
Today: 888-710-7417 or

941-637-7803

MALACHI GADDIS
Rock star Real Estate Agent 
Lets Make Moves together!

   ReMax Anchor Realty 
941-875-2111

ROTONDA WEST
WHITE MARSH 

New Custom Home with 
Fall Delivery!

 New 3/2/2 with Split 
Layout, Impact Windows, 
Oversized 2 Car Garage, 

Located in “X” Flood Zone 
with City Sewer & Water.
Gorgeous Pool and Cage 

Included.  $379,900 
Call for Floor Plans and Your 

Personal Tour TODAY!
    941-468-8300

Reliance Project Manage-
ment, LLC CGC#1512533 

Waterfront homes 

PUNTA GORDA, 21 AC 
waterfront estate, 4/4/2 + 

guest house. MLS#221012425  
$2,899,000, Kim Ferguson, 

The Keyes Co 305-968-5155

Condos/villas
for sale 

PUNTA GORDA
SPARKLING CLEAN, 2/2 
Water View, FIRST Floor 
Condo with Numerous 

Upgrades, incl. Replaced 
A/C & Hot Water Heater. 
Just Move In and Enjoy! 

New Refrigerator, 
Dishwasher, High-end, 

Master Bath Shower, Stack-
able Washer & Dryer, ETC! 
Truly a Remarkable Condo 

in a Desirable, Gated, 
Community. $146,000.

 Sharon Kerr 941-286-7315 
Coldwell Banker Sunstar 

Realty 

 LAKE VIEWS
And your own private, huge 
3-car garage. This one of a 

kind, stand alone, very 
private, large, modern, 

totally furnished, 2 bed/2 
bath turn-key condo is up 

for grabs.  Nothing else 
like it out there. Heated 

pool, extra-large, private 
screened and furnished 

lanai, plus you own grilling 
deck. Just bring you tooth 
brush and jammies and of 
course, your pet. Just off 
Placida Rd., so close to

 beach, bay, boating.
ALL for only $199,900. 

Owner financing possible.
 941-769-0200

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
SHOWCASE OF HOMES

Please Call 
866-463-1638 

or Email; 
classifieds@sun-herald.com

Mobile homes
for sale 

VENICE RANCH 
Mobile Home Estates 

BEAUTIFUL LOT RENTAL & 
55 + Community.

New & Pre-owned Homes 
No Dogs. Cats Ok 
Call  941-488-5672

www.VeniceRanch.com

Manufactured
homes for sale 

NEW 3/2 DOUBLE WIDE
Delivered & Set-Up on 

Your Lot w/  Steps, 
Air & Skirting!  
$60,445. + Tax.

Prestige Homes, 
Punta Gorda 
941-637-1122

Homes for rent 

* NEED A RENTAL *   
Paradise Properties & 

Rentals, Inc 941-625-RENT

Condos/villas
for rent 

PORT CHARLOTTE  2/2, 
2nd Floor, No Smoking, No 

Pets.  $1000/Mo. Water incl. 
1st, Last, Sec.  941-380-9212

Apartments for rent
VENICE ISLAND Efficiency- 
1 & 2 br,  Call for Details.   

No Pets, 1 Year Lease  
941-416-5757or 323-6466

Mobile homes

KING`S HIGHWAY AREA
3 Available,  2 Bedroom 
Trailers.  $600.-$800./mo 

Background Check & Sec. 
Deposit Req. 941-800-7105

Efficiencies
for rent 

HARBOUR HEIGHTS close to
river, newly renovated effi-
ciencies w cable & internet,
SunnybrookMotel 941-625-6400

Rooms for rent 
PORT CHARLOTTE, Clean, Qui-
et, $170/wk  pay wkly or mthly
941-743-3070/740-2565

PUNTA GORDA (BSI)  (Female) 
Rm w/ bath. Hse privdg. 

NS/NP   941-347-7062

Roommates
COMPANION NEEDED to share 
home with 91 yr. old lady.
Bedroom & house privdg. 
$300/mo Elderly female req. 
S. Venice area (941)-786-5758

Lots & acreage 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?
We can help you.

Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

Waterfront lots 

AREA’S BEST LOTS
Golf Front & Lake Front
5 golf courses, fresh water 
boatable lake and water-

ways.  Newer neighborhood 
with all utilities.  New con-
struction on every street.  

Placida area, 20 min to Bay 
and Beaches.  From only 

$34,900.  Hurry!  941-769-0200

Warehouse
& storage 

VENICE   11’X10’ storage
in Commerce plaza, 
Jacaranada and I-75. 

$1400/year.  432-559-8185

Notices 
Announcements 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

Bible study
& churches 

BEGIN YOUR DAY IN 
BIBLE STUDY

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. 

Tuesdays 10AM-11AM. 
For more info 941-766-9357 

Port Charlotte

 CALVARY BIBLE CHURCH 
1936 E. Venice Ave. 

Venice Friday at 9am.                     
Study features video teach-
ings of noted Bible Schol-
ars on  various  subjects.                                                                

For more info. Call Rev. Jones 
at: 941-485-7070 or visit 
www.CBCVenice.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
HOUSE OF PRAYER  

Night Watch Fridays 
7pm-9pm

Worship-Word-Prayer
One River-One Stream

1435 Collingswood Blvd Unit C
Port Charlotte
941 249-8946  

Check us out on Facebook

COMMUNITY CENTER  
4PM - 7PM each Wednesday.

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. PC, 

Open to All Ages.
 For more info 941-766-9357

FAITH BUILDERS
A Basic Study to Build your 
Christian Faith. Call Pastor
Gumm at Christ the King 

Lutheran Church for times.
 941-766-9357 Port Charlotte

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda
Various Days & Times             
Confirmation/Bible Study           
Adult Infomational Class
941-639-6309 

GATEWAY WORSHIP PRAYER
& Healing Rooms If you need 
healing, we want to pray with
you! Our prayer teams are 
available to minister to you 
every Thursday 7:30 pm-8:30
pm. For information call 
863-832-4418 5377 Dunkin Rd.,
Punta Gorda 33982
Jesus Still Heals Today!

New Season Full Gospel 
invites you to meet with us 
every Wednesday via Zoom. 
Log in begins at 6:30pm and 
service starts at 7pm, live 
interaction. Worship and 

fellowship with us Call or text 
941-268-3589 for Zoom 
meeting information. 

Everyone Welcome. Look-
ing forward to meeting you 

Pamela Sams  

PASTOR PETER BURNETT. PCI 
Church Online Invites You 
to the Weekly Online Teach-
ing with Pastor Peter Every
Thursday at 9:00PM. Select a
Group on Facebook and Click 
Join to Attend Online. Email: 
pburnettmedia@gmail.com
for Questions

UNIQUE AND INFORMATIVE
DVD Every Sunday @ 6pm. 
Disussion After at El Jobean
Baptist 941-769-6291

Exercise classes 
GULF COAST ACUPUNTURE 
151 Center Rd. Wednesdays
5:30pm  Thursdays 9:00 am
Saturdays 8:30am YOGA
for Beginners Proceeds to                                      
Venice Wildlife Center                                          
Call Rick or Mary 941-488-1769

TO ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS 
Information

Call 866-463-1638
or Email; 

classifieds@sun-herald.com

Business
Services 

AN OCCUPATIONAL LLC. may 
be required by the City and/or
County. Please call the appro-
priate occupational licensing
bureau to verify.



PAGE 4     SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021     |     The Sun     |     www.yoursun.com  

Business
Services 

Aluminum 

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

PRECISION Aluminum & 
Remodeling Lanai’s, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, 
Windows, Doors, Floors.

 941-276-8449

Animal removal 
GOT RATS or other Critters?

Call 941-241-1119 or visit 
SuncoastRats.com

Appliance
service/repair 
GARY DRAKE 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
& INSPECTION. 

30 yrs. Exp. 
(941)-889-7596

Auto detailing 

WE COME TO YOU! 
Auto Detaling & 
Boat Detailing. 

Al`s Auto & Boat Care, LLC 
941-740-4172 Lic./Ins.

Child care 
ALL CHILDCARE FACILITIES 

MUST INCLUDE, WITH 
ADVERTISEMENT, STATE OR 

LOCAL AGENCY LICENSE 
NUMBER.

FLORIDA STATE LAW requires 
all child care centers and
day care businesses to regis-
ter with the State of Florida.
The Sun Newspapers will not 
knowingly accept advertising
which is in violation of the law

Computer service 

HAVING TROUBLE 
NAVIGATING 

YOUR COMPUTER?
Let me help!

In home computer Service, 
repair and training. 

Sr. Discounts 
(941)-763-1920

PUNTA GORDA COMPUTERS 
Computer Repair & Tutoring 

in your home or office.
CALL STACY   941-246-1048

Contractors 
EDWARD ROSS 

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES, INC. 941-408-8500
pool cages, Scr. lanais, etc...

TEDDY`S HANDYMAN & 
REMODELING, INC.

No Job Too Big or Too Small! 
(941)-629-4966       Lic./Ins. 
Serving NP, Charlotte & PG

CRC 1327653

Concrete 
CONCRETE CRACKS

 REPAIRED
Pool Decks & Driveways. All 
Repairs Guaranteed. FREE 
ESTIMATES. 941-639-4520

FLORIDA CONCRETE 
Driveways - Sidewalks 

Additions
Residential & Commerical 

New Construction
 941-628-5965  

Ins/Lic CG034909

LAZARUS CONCRETE REPAIR
Got Cracks? Expert Repairs 
on Driveways, Patios & Pool 

Decks! Free Estimates. 
941-961-8995

PRO PATH CONCRETE 
 Driveways, Patios,  Side-

walks  Pads, Free Estimates
941-286-6415 

Lic #AAA-11-00081

RICH LANDERS 
STUCCO, INC. 

Honest, Reliable work!
LIC/INS New Const & 

Remodels. Rusted bands & 
wire lathe repair.  

spraycrete & more
  (941)-497-4553

THE CONCRETE GUY
941-716-0872 

  Driveways, Walkways, 
Patio All flat work Demo & 

Removal & permiting. 
Ch Lic AAA14-100088

LEE  14-02339
SRQ SWC 44

Domestic
cleaning service 

SUNSHINE PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANING SERVICE

by Dani & Rosie
100% Customer Satisfaction
Weekly - Bi-Weekly, Move-ins 
& Move-outs. Ref’s Bond, Lic 
& Ins. Credit cards accepted

941-221-1982

Drywall 
COMPLETE DRYWALL

Hang, Finish, Patchwork, 
All Textures, Popcorn 
Removal, and Paint.

Matt Potter  941-232-8667
Lic.& Ins CRC1328482

Drywall 
DEPENDABLE DRYWALL 

& REMODELING 
• Patch Repairs •
• New Homes •
941-235-4440 

Lic.# SCC131150207 
 Insured

Electrical 
DRM ELECTRICAL SERVICE, 

“Plug Into Personalized 
Service”

Electrical, Maintenance, 
Repairs,  Troubleshooting.   
941-480-0761  941-366-3646

Handyman/
general repair 

Carpentry • Painting • 
•  Pressure Washing • 

Kitchen Bath Updates • 
•  Interior Trim • Home 
Maintenance • Home 
Clean-Out & Hauling • 

Call for Additional Needs.
Serving Venice, Nokomis & 

Osprey 30 Years Exp!
 941-928-5448

DAVID J SHEPARD, JR., LLC
30 years in Charlotte County, 

 Remodeling, Wood Rot, 
Windows & doors, Dry Wall & 
Stucco Repair, Painting, Con-
vert Lanais into living spaces. 
941-627-6954 or 941-456-6953 

Lic # RR282811062

JKM HOME 
MAINTENANCE SERVICE

 • Painting  • Carpentry • Pow-
er Washing • Yard Clean-Up • 
•  Drywall Repair •  Shelving
Call 941-201-6298 Lic./Ins. 

Serving Englewood, Venice, & 
Sarasota County

STEVE’S HOME SERVICES
Painting, Carpentry, Re-

screening, Door replacement, 
Light electrical and plumbing, 
Gutter cleaning. 941-258-5175

Heating & air 

KMF 
AIR CONDITIONING INC. 

Sales, Service and
Installation 

FREE service call with 
repairs  Lic & insured 

CAC057537 
Repair B4 Replace

941-875-1956

S.O.S.
A/C & HEAT

941-468-4956
     

Air Conditioning 
Systems 

Cooling Made Affordable!
Installed 10 yr Warranty

st. lic #CAC1816023
sosairfl.com

Home & commercial
improvement 

A & R QUALITY HOMES INC.

Customer Satisfaction is 
our goal.

Kitchen/bath remodels
Pressure cleaning, 

Interior & exterior painting
Concrete/driveways/

walkways/slabs
Stucco/repairs/fascia/

soffit
Pool deck resurfacing

Doors/Windows
Fully licensed and insured

941-429-1285 941-626-0315
License # CRC1329404

BATHROOM GRAB BARS  
INSTALLED 

2 MOEN non slip finish
INSTALLED FOR $215.00* 

total. Lengths 12” thru 32”. 
27 years experience. 
Jim’s Grab Bars LLC

 941-626-4296
*with this ad

COMPLETE CLEAN
 PRESSURE WASHING 

EXCELLENT RATES
20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

941-468-2744 LIC/INS
www.completecleanpw.com

DO YOU HAVE LOOSE, 
HOLLOW OR BUCKLING TILES? 
Inject-A-Floor-System can
help. Grout Cleaning/Staining,
Marble Cleaning, Tile Repair. 
941-893-8475

FANS & FAUCETS
 $99.00 each

Labor only. Customer 
supplies fan/faucet. Supply 
line & shut off valves extra 
if needed. (941)-237-6413 or 

(941)-587-3044

FIRST CHOICE CUSTOM 
CABINETS Kitchen, Baths, 
Closets, Countertops etc. 

Commercial & Residential. 
941-505-5570

GARAGE FLOORS DONE
RIGHT! Epoxy Flakes, Quartz,
Silica. In Charlotte County
over 30 yrs! 941-628-0251

GUTTERS, 6” Seamless. 
Ken Violette, Inc.

 (941) 240-6699 Lic.
CGC#060662/Ins.

HAMMER FIREPROOFING & 
INSULATION, Inc. 

for all your insulation needs. 
941-268-5615 or Office 

941-423-7478

 HANDYMAN
Home repairs. 30+ yrs Exp.

Call 941-539-1694

NEED IT FIXED? 

 MR. FIX IT MAN                                                            
WE FIX IT! 

WE BUILD IT! 
WE REPAIR IT!

 
941-587-3044

Home & commercial
improvement 

J & J HANDYMAN
Painting, Pressure

 Washing & Much More!

Over 40 Years Experience & 
Satisified Customers

Service with YOU in Mind.
Reasonable, Reliable & 

Honest.

Serving Englewood, Venice 
& Sarasota Areas

Larger or Smaller Projects, 
Commercial & Residential

licensed & fully insured
Call Joe Chiminiello

(941) 525-7967

OCEAN AIR CONDITIONING 
of SWFL Inc.

Proudly in business since 
1978. Prompt & Courteous 

service on all brands! 
We offer LENNOX, BOSCH

 and others!
Call Today for your FREE 

quote!   941-625-8900

PRECISION LEAK DETECTION
 Is your Pool leaking? We can 
help. $25.00 off with with ad.

FREE ESTIMATES 
941-286-5774 Lic & Insured
allprecisionservices.com

 ROOF CLEANING 
LOW PRESSURE 
LOW CHEMICAL

 941-460-4936
www.completecleanpw.com
All work performed by State 

Cert. Roofing Contractor

$75.00 
per panel

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & 

Locks
Call  Bob 

LOW OVERHEAD = 
LOW PRICES!

941-706-6445
Affordable 

Maintenance
Owned and oper-
ated by Local Fire 

fighter.

SURE GRIP GRAB BARS
2 Moen Stainless Steel Grab 
Bars - any length up to 24” 

installed completely for $225.
941-404-9920

TILE - Remodel, Baths, Floors. 
Your Tile or Mine. 

941-625-5186 Lic.#AAA006387

WHOLE HOUSE 
REMODELING Additions,

 Kitchens, Baths, Painting, 
Tile, Laminate Floors, Cus-
tom Houses and Duplexes.

941-706-6525 
Lic CGC1518335

Home watch 

REST EASY HOME 
& CONDO WATCH 

“Peace of Mind While 
you’re Away”
Kelley D’Lima
941-307-0872

Lawn/garden & tree 
AN OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE
may be required by the City 
and/or County. Please call the 
appropriate occupational 
licensing bureau to verify

A JAMISON 
TREE SERVICE,INC.

Complete & Professional
15% Sr Discount! 

 Free Est. Lic. & Insured 
Engl 941-475-6611

 N. Port 941-423-0020
Serving Charlotte and 

Sarasota for over 20 years.
jamisontreeservice.com

AMERICAN IRRIGATION
Call 941-587-2027

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Licensed & Insured

Charlotte Co. 
lic#AAA-11-00010.

  Serving Charlotte and 
Sarasota Counties

AREA`S BEST LAWN CARE
Need Your Yard Maintained?

Mowing, Bush & Palm 
Trimming, Weeding, ETC! 

Especially When You 
Are Up North? 

23 Years Experience. 
941-626-4165

DP`s ABILITY TREE SERVICE
Removals, Stump Grinding, 
Palm Trimming,  Shaping, 

Oaks Thinned & Raised Up. 
Over 20 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates! 

941-889-8147 
Lic#00000192 & Insured.

G E R Z E N Y 
LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Full service dedicated

 landscape co servicing 
SWFL. We love what we do! 

WITH OUR customer 
service and knowledge 

we strive to give you the 
best service possible with 

people you can trust!”
  BRANDON AT 941-525-8783

Genesis Landscape Solutions, 
LLC  Landscape Design and 
maintenance. Plant/Mulch/

Rock install, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming & Removal.

Serving SW Florida Lic & Ins.
941-539-7399

Lawn/garden & tree 
LAWN MOWING 
SERVICES ONLY
(941)-426-7844

Wright & Son Landscaping Inc

MATHEWS
 TREE SERVICE 

SPECIALIZES IN
 DANGEROUS LIMB & TREE 

REMOVALS
941-303-3252

FULL SERVICE TREE CARE 
QUALITY LAWN CARE 

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN -UP
TREE & LIMB REMOVAL

RAINSCAPE INC, 
Irrigation, Maintenance, Re-
pair, Installation. Monthly 
Maintenance starts at $40. 

FREE ESTIMATES
941-888-2988

RIZZO`S TREE SERVICE
•Tree Trimming•

•Tree Removal• Hedging• 
•Pruning• Affordable & Free 

Estimates. Serving 
Charlotte & Sarasota 
County 941-306-7532

SANDEFURS-HOME & TREE
Maintenance Tree trimming,
removal. We do it all! License/
Insured 941-484-6042

TAKE PRIDE LAWN MOWING
Accepting NEW accounts, 

monthly or per cut. Serving  
Englewood, South Gulf Cove, 

and Rotonda West.  
720-217-7545 lic & insured.

THOMAS MILAZZO 
Residential Landscaping 

All phases, beautiful 
plantings, No job too big or 
small. Most Cuts Starting 
@ $25. 2 Generations of 

experience. All work guar-
anteed. Free Estimates. 

(941)-830-1005

TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
FL-644A

We Grow Them
We Prune Them

We Save Sick Trees 
We Remove Dead Trees

941-426-8983
WENDELL ALBRITTON 

TREE Service
VERY AFFORDABLE

Will Work with you!!
941-763-5042 Lic & Insured!

YARD ENVY?
MAKE YOUR NEIGHBORS 

JEALOUS LOL

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CONSULTATION 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NORTH PORT, VENICE, 

ENGLEWOOD, PORT CHARLOTTE, 
PUNTA GORDA

FL ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

#644A

941-426-8983
TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.

Marine construction 

MARINE CONTRACTING 
GROUP

• Docks • Seawalls • 
• Boat Lifts •
 941-505-0221 

Free Estimates
25+ Years. Exp!  

Lic. SCC131151730

Masonry 

AST MASONRY 
All types of masonry. 

Over 20 years exp.
Pavers*Brick work* 

Concrete* Stucco* Stone* 
Decorative Concrete. No 

Job too small 941-525-2435

Moving/hauling 
ALL TYPES OF CLEAN-UPS! 

Same Day Service! 
24 Hrs. a Day! 

941-764-0982 or 
941-883-1231

ROB’S ON THE MOVE, INC. 
Moving and Delivery Honest,
Reliable, Courteous! Great
Rates! 941-237-1823

Painting/
wallpapering 

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING
Interior & exterior, 

30+ years experience. 
Quality and Honesty guar-

anteed (941)-223-0941

Best Prices -- Quality Job
Best Coast Painting

and Pressure Washing 
Residential/Commercial

10% Off With Ad!
941-815-8184   AAA00101254

LARRY ESPOSITO PAINTING 
INC “It’s Not What We Do, 

It’s How We Do It!”
Free Estimates, 
 941-764-1171

Lic & Insured AAA007825

MARTINI’S PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, 

Driveways, Tile Roofs
$500 OFF WITH AD

40 Years Local Family 
Owned & Operated. 

941-766-0331
Lic#CBC1261010

Nathan Dewey Painting Co
  Commercial & Residental

Interior & Exterior
Pressure washing 

Handyman Services 
Free Estimates 
Prompt Service

941-484-4576
nathandeweypainting.com

Painting/
wallpapering 

PAINTING UNLIMITED 
Where Quality & Value Meet!

Family Owned and 
Operated. Call Now for a 

FREE Estimate
941-979-7947

Lic. & Ins.   AAA-12-00015

STEVEN’S CUSTOM PAINTING  
RES/COMM. INT/EXT 

FREE EST. 
LIC. & INS. 941-255-3834

Plumbing 
LARRY`S PLUMBING, 

Re-Pipes (Most in 1 Day) 
Beat Any Estimate Complete 

Service 941-484-5796 
Lic.#CFC1425943

OLDS ENGLEWOOD
 PLUMBING, LLC

Experienced, Affordable 
and Reliable. Lic # 

CFC1430803
941-662-9464

Pressure cleaning 
BAILEY’S PRESSURE

 CLEANING 
Complete Exterior 

House Painting! 
Call 941-497-1736

FULL HOUSE
 PRESSURE WASHING 

Rates Starting At:
* Tile Roofs $150 *

*  Houses $75 *
*  Pool Cage/Decks $65 *

*  Driveways $40 *
* Pool Deck Coatings *

 AND MORE!!
941-451-7550 Lic./Ins

TOM’S PRECISION 
Pressure Washing LLC.

$300 House Wash Special
Turn your Honey Do List into 
a Honey Done List. $10.00 off 
first service for Veterans, 1st 

Responders and Teachers. 
Call 941-830-6434

Professional services 

EVERY ORGANIZATION 
DESERVES A GREAT 

HR PARTNER
We Specialize in Providing 
Strategic, Executive Level 

Human Resources 
Consultation to Small 

and Medium Sized 
Organizations. 
978-836-7555 

partnershipfortalent.com
Locally Ownend & Operated

Screening 
ALL ABOUT ALUMINUM & 
SCREEN: Rescreen & New. 

941-876-4779 
wescreenflorida.com - 
Lic# SA37, AL0511993X

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

BREEZE THRU RESCREEN LLC 
Full Rescreen 
Panel Repair

Power Washing 
Pool Cage Painting

FREE POWER WASH WITH 
FULL RESCREEN

We have you covered! 
Call Today for your 

FREE Estimate. 
941-661-7897 Lic./Ins.

Visa/MC/Discover/Amex 
Apple/Android Pay

JOHN’S RESCREENING & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE. 

Pressure Washing: Pool 
Decks, Driveways! No Job 
To Small, Free Estimates 

Lic9341./Ins. 941-883-1381

RESCREENING  BY  
NORTHSTAR Free Estimates. 

941-725-7599  
 Lic# CC20597 & Insured

THE SCREEN MACHINE 
WE GUARANTEE TO HAVE 

MATERIAL IN STOCK.
Rescreen Special Tops $70.00, 

Sides $40.00 Save 10% on 
Complete Rescreens, 2 year 

warranty. 941-879-3136 
Licensed & Insured.

Roofing 

GILLIS CONSTRUCTION
• Roofing • Siding 

• Leak Repairs • Soffit & 
Fascia • Kitchens 

• Bathroom • Additions • 
• Screen Rooms • Insulation 
Over 32 Years Experience. 

941-625-7663 
Lic# CBC1255242
Lic#CCC1326951

ROOF LEAK PATROL, INC. 
Residential/Commercial 

REPAIRS, REROOF, 
CARPENTRY, ETC...

 35 YRS EXP. LIC/INSURED
#CCC1330779 

 941-474-ROOF (7663)  
www.RoofLeakPatrol.com

STEVE`S ROOFING &
 REPAIRS   

Preferred Contractor! 
Voted Best of the Best 

Since 2010!
Free Est. 941-625-1894 
Lic. CCC1326838/Ins.

Place Ads!

Shop Ads!

Call Us! 

We Want to

Help You!

Sod 

LAWN REPLACEMENT
Maloney’s SOD 

Charlotte 941-637-1333
Sarasota 941-955-8327 

 “No Job Too Big 
or Too Small” 

www.maloneysod.com

Tile/grout 
PRECISION TILE & CARPET 
CLEANING. We specialize in
Color Sealing(re-color Grout 
lines), Clear Sealing, Carpet 

Cleaning. 941-286-5774

Window cleaning 

Window Cleaning, 
•Residential Window Cleaning

•Pressure Washing
P: 941-952-0903

lic/insured

Miscellaneous 
ESTATE SALES LIQUIDATOR 
SERVICES COORDINATOR

Homes, Condos, Apartments
We advertise, organize sale, 

setup, clean out and donation 
pick up. Call 513-519-6434

Merchandise
Punta Gorda area

garage sales 

 FRI. 5/21 8AM-12PM & 
SAT. 05/22 8AM-10AM   

2021 Via Seville 
(RT 41S; R on Marion Ave; 
L on Tropicana; R on Via 

Esplanade; L on Via Seville)
ESTATE SALE Assisted by 
the Isles Girls and Guys. 

Q platform bed; 21 drawer 
chest; end tables; lamps; 
white Q bed with 2 night 

stands; fully stocked kitch-
en; 2 sofas; love seat; round 
accent table; DR table and 
chairs; tv trays; marble top 
table; large mirror; wall art; 

throw pillows; Troy Built 
riding mower; Toro power 
mower; shop vacuum; gar-
den tools; 2 tripod lamps

See islesgirlsandguys.com 
for more info.

Sewing 
DENIM FABRIC 50 Yard Bolt 
blk/wh stripe 62” Will Text 
Pics $270  941-809-8862

SEWING MACHINE, Singer 6105 
Zig Zag. $45  941-505-0105

Dolls 
PENN DUTCH WEDDING 
Victorian doll. Complete with 
stand. $100  239-410-5717

Household goods 
ARTIFICIAL  DECORATIVE 
Foliage Pretty Spring Daisies, 
2 others   3/ $18  941-246-1548

BRICK OVEN DINNERWARE Set  
Serves 8. $40  941-780-6397

CARD TABLE (1) 34X34X28” 
square. $30  941-257-5500

CARPET SHAMPOOER, used 1x. 
$30  941-769-4949

CHANDELEIR 2 TIER 20 pcs 
beveled & etched glass, brass 
exc cond $50  941-914-6945

COMFORTER SET, 7 piece/
white & beige, New. BSI $35  
941-661-4477

CRYSTAL TRELLIS FLEUR DE LIS 
serving bowl, Kig Malaysia exc 
cond $6  941-914-6945

DINING ROOM Table 6 chairs 
72x43 Traditional
 $350  941-769-2389

 ELC CLOCK SETH  thomas old 
ex cond $40  941-743-0582

FARBERWARE ELEC SKILLET 
buffet & steamer; almost new 
w/manual $20  941-639-1517

FLOOR LAMP, 6’ tall, stained 
glass shade, dark brass base.  
$65  954-642-6599

FLOOR VASE, 26” tall, white/
blue/pink, pics avail. BSI $35  
941-661-4477

FORKS KNIVES 18/10 
STAINLESS 45pcs inc5servers 
nib $30  941-204-4824

FRENCH PRESS Coffee Pot Xtra 
glass insert includ Will Text 
Pics $25  941-809-8862

LAMPS (2), beige & brn, 
30”H, will text pics, new $40  
941-235-2203

PET VAC & attachments, 
Hoover. Like new. $30  
239-410-5717

TURKEY FRYER, Like new. $25  
941-637-8476
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We are a drug free workplace. Pre-employment 
drug screening required.

JOIN OUR
TEAM!

PART-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Willing to train the right candidate.

MAILROOM
23170 HARBOR VIEW RD.

PORT CHARLOTTE

Must be able to lift at least 20lb, 
stand, sit, bend for prolonged 

periods of time.

E-mail: 
rmarotta@suncoastpress.com 

No phone calls please

Household goods 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

Holiday items 
CHRISTMAS ELECTRIC 
&Battery animated figures $5  
941-391-0665

PUNCH BOWL, Iridescent with 
12 cups and ladle. Like new. 
$25  941-505-0105

Furniture 
BAR CHAIR, swivel, white 
metal frame, wicker back, $45  
716-374-2950

BAR CHAIRS leather brown like 
new  $50  941-445-2133

BAR CHAIRS, swivel, cream 
metal frame, wicker back, 
thick seat $95  716-374-2950

BAR STOOLS, 2 Swivel, Black/
grey, adj,m 24” to 30”, BSI $150
941-661-4477

BED, BEAUTYREST, Twin 
XL, adjustable base.  $275  
941-628-0898

BOOKCASES (2), Wooden, 
brown, 6ft x 31 inches.  Can 
email pic. $20  941-456-9008

BUNK BED Full/twin, white 
wood, excellent condition 
$350  920-605-7590

CHAIRS - 3  & a side table
White,  stackable $25

941-257-5500

COUCH & CHAIR,DANISH 
TEAK 5 pcs text pics $250  
941-204-4824

DESK/CHAIR, Blonde wood 
desk and chair, 4 drawer. $60  
941-627-5732

DINING RM  Oak tbl, Buffet, 
6chrs, lvs, pads $300  
219-363-0857

DINING ROOM TABLE cherry 
wood, round with leaf & 4 pad-
ded chairs. 4’ long, 5.5 ‘ Long
with leaf. Very good cond.
$299  585-729-0806 Venice

DINING TABLE, Wood w/glass 
top, & leaf 48x32. Excellent 
Cond.  $200  919-523-8452

DRESSER, upright, maple. $15  
941-769-4949

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 
Tommy Bahama 4pc Wall Unit 
$250  845-323-6550

FUTON  SOLID, wood, full size 
$75, OBO  941-223-8111

HEADBOARD,  KING SIZE, 
painted, mint green, nice. $20  
239-209-2665

I BUY FURNITURE
Or anything of value!
941-485-4964

KITCHEN TABLE with leaf and 
4 chairs, slate blue. Exc. Cond. 
$300  941-218-6593

KITCHEN TABLE SET 
Glass top, 32”X72”, with 6
chairs. $70 obo 941-698-9222

LIFT CHAIR dark brown 
cloth, works great $180  
716-374-2950

LIFT CHAIR, dark brown cloth, 
nice shape. $175  716-374-2950

POTTING TABLE, 26w 35d 
36h with 2 shelfs. $60  
239-209-2665

SLEEP SOFA, Leather, Tan,   
$250  941-780-6397

SOFA, NATUZZI, Leather Sofa, 
90”, Tan. Excellent Condition. 
$400  941-875-4980

TABLE & CHAIRS, Lane, Glass, 
Rattan Base, 4 cushioned 
chairs. $475  941-875-4980

TABLE AND CHAIRS Tommy 
Bahama pineapple table and 
chairs $400  941-237-1866

TRUMBLE BED Twin 
mattresses included like new. 
$250  941-916-1664

TWIN BED new with day 
covers $225  941-223-7912

Electronics 
SOUND BAR,  new, sell for $50  
paid $150. 941-218-6593

SOUND SYSTEM, SAMSUNG 
with TV sound bar, HW-F450, 
$85  941-764-9604

TV/stereo/radio 
CD PLAYER, JVC model xl-v151. 
$40  941-830-1898

TV/stereo/radio 
BOSE ACOUSTIMASS 7 Home  
Theater System includes spkr 
stands. $85  954-642-6599

JVC AM/FM/CD PLAYER with 
2 book shelf speakers great 
sound $65  954-642-6599

SOUND BAR, Bose Solo,  TV 
System with remote, easy 
hook up  $60  954-642-6599

SPEAKERS, Infinity reference, 
Sherwood receiver, JVC cd. 
$120  941-830-1898

STEREO EQUIPMENT  All Kinds 
Speakers, Receivers, etc. 
Starting @ $10  954-642-6599

SUBWOOFER, JB, for home 
entertainment surround 
system. $40  941-830-1898

Clothing/jewelry 
GEMSTONES, emeralds and 
others, 100’s of carats all cuts. 
$250  941-629-5576

GUCCI  BELT Authentic Brown 
31” Will Rext Pics
  $140  941-809-8862

JUNIORS  TANKS/SHORT-
SLEEVED Tops S-M Exc cond 10 
items/ $5  941-246-1548

MENS SHIRTS, large, bamboo 
Caribbean. Various handsome 
prints. $15  978-273-9624

VEST MENS, lg, blk leather, 
biker, hardly used $40  
941-235-2203

Antiques
collectibles 

1954 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 1st 
issue in case mint, coa from 
SI. $250  941-629-5576

BOOK DR. Suess hardback 
“Bartholomew & the Oobleck”  
$25  941-639-1517

BUDWEISER, 1976 Sales 
convention tray, 100 year. $25  
941-624-0928

CERTIFIED SILVER DOLLARS  
(4) U.S. Common date $100  
781-956-8891

FRENCH ARMOIRE, Mirrored, 
shelves, 84x36” Excellent 
Condition. $475  941-875-4980

JOSE CUERVO Vintage tequila 
pottery pitcher, perfect cond. 
$25  941-246-1548

LITHOGRAPH STONES, 2 @ 
5X6” & 1 @ 6X8”. 2 1/4” thick. 
$200  941-255-0489

MUSICAL CERAMIC JAR/ 
Canister Carousel Design Can 
text pics $10  941-246-1548

NY METS METAL KEY RING 
with MR MET-Vintage $15  
941-639-1517

ORIENTAL SCREEN Reversible 
4 Panels 6’ Will Text Pics $280  
941-809-8862

PRECIOUS MOMENTS #E1374G 
“Make a Joyful Noise” mint 
figurine $15  941-639-1517

PROOF AND MINT Sets 
(10) from U.S. Mint $7 ea  
781-956-8891

PYREX, VINTAGE, 4 Diff. 
pieces, pics avail. BSI $60  
941-661-4477

ROMAN LAMP Beautiful 
vintage Will Text Pics
 $50  941-809-8862

SIGN, ENJOY COKE, 24” wide X 
16” high.  $300  239-284-9324

SILVER COINS (4) 1 oz proof 
Silver Eagles $70  781-956-8891

U.S. SILVER COINS,  Total $ 
Value $21. Silver Value $420  
781-956-8891

VASES (2),COBALT bl,29”H,Pil-
grim,w/papers $275  
941-235-2203

VICTORIAN SETTEE Dark 
carved wood, Soft tone fabric 
$150  941-626-9697

VINTAGE 1970 wooden 
cigar box (Disney) $125  
941-624-0928

WATER PUMP cast iron,vin-
tage,14”H,Davey corp,Ill $58  
941-235-2203

WWII KNIVES Negrito Bolo 
& Stiletto. Will trade for old 
coins. $125  941-223-8718

Fruits &
vegetables 

THE LAW REQUIRES all 
Florida nurserymen, stock 
dealers, agents or plant 
brokers who advertise 
nursery stock for sale to 
provide the publisher of the 
advertisement with a copy 
of their certificate of 
registration. Also, the 
registration number issued 
by the Fla. Department of 
Ag. and printed on the 
certificate of registration 
must be included in the 
advertisement.

U PICK BLUEBERRY’S
FORT OGDEN 

 863-990-6164     #48008930

Musical 
INSTRUMENTS GUITARS, 
Mandolins, Violins, cases 
prices vary $350  941-408-7535

KEYBOARD, RADIO SHACK 
MD-992.  $40  941-916-2550

SEIKO METRONOME Windup 
type. Works! $20  941-423-2585

WASHBURN ELEC.  New Amp 
DVD lifetime War Adj Neck 
Case blue $295  941-408-7535

Medical 
3 WHEEL ELECTRIC SCOOTER 
go go scooter $300  
941-451-1824

4 WHEEL WALKER  STANDARD-
-BASKET, BRAKES  Seat, NICE 
$60  941-268-8951

TRANSPORT WHEELCHAIR as 
new $40  941-769-4949
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Medical 

KNEE WALKER SCOOTER BY 
ROSCOE Dual Adjustable pads 
Like New $115  941-268-8951

SHOWER CHAIR OR TOILET 
RISER for Round toilet Like 
New EACH $15  941-268-8951

WALKER, MEDICAL, with 
extra  legs & wheels $10  
239-209-2665

WHEELCHAIR 18” SEAT  NICE
 $45  941-268-8951

WHEELCHAIR SCOOTER MO-
TORIZED older model new 
batteries $150  814-937-8430

Health/beauty 
CHICKEN EGGS! Beautifully 
colored, free range and 
Non-GMO! $6  941-875-4052

DUCK EGGS! Jumbo, free 
range and Non-GMO! $8  
941-875-4052

Trees & plants 

THE LAW REQUIRES all 
Florida nurserymen, stock 
dealers, agents or plant 
brokers who advertise 
nursery stock for sale to 
provide the publisher of the 
advertisement with a copy 
of their certificate of 
registration. Also, the 
registration number issued 
by the Fla. Department of 
Ag. and printed on the 
certificate of registration 
must be included in the 
advertisement.

Golf accessories 
CALLAWAY ROGUE DRIVER 10.5 
Quaranta light shaft, head-
cover. LN $165  941-629-5576

“GOLF CART TIRES”
$10-$60

Used and New
Your Choice
Pickup only

941-769-1431
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

CART BAG, Ping Staff, Black, 
all zippers work. Nice. Like 
New. $75  941-629-5576

Golf carts 

2017 CLUB CAR Precedent
$4995 

Sandstone
2 passenger Golf Cart

2017 Batteries
Folding Windshield

48 volt E.R.I.C. Charger 
OEM upholstery
Low battery light
Reverse buzzer
4 drink holders

Tires, Top
941-769-1431

Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

$489.72
GOLF CART BATTERIES

Set of six-6 volt
Brand New Factory “Blems”

LIMITED QUANTITIES
US Made in Freemont, Ohio

Sold in sets of 6 only
Might be a scratch or a scuff

Factory Warranty
Cash Only-Pick up only
You Load and Unload or

we do it $2/battery
Core exchange required

taxes additional
941-769-1431

Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!

Golf carts 

“Going Fast”
$3997

2017 EZGO T48
2 person Golf Cart

Fresh 4 turf/street tires
Factory Hub Caps

LED Head and Taillights
New Factory Upholstery

Canopy Top, 48 Volt Charger
Folding Windshield
Rear View Mirror

941-769-1431
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

HIGH-SPEED!
$4642

2017 EZGO T48
4 PERSON GOLF CART
FLIP DOWN REAR SEAT

FRESH 4 TURF/STREET TIRES
FACTORY HUB CAPS

LED HEAD AND TAILLIGHTS
TURN SIGNALS

BRAKE LIGHTS, HORN
4 WAY HAZARD LIGHTS

NEW FACTORY UPHOLSTERY
CANOPY TOP, 48 VOLT 

CHARGER
FOLDING WINDSHIELD

REAR VIEW MIRROR

941-769-1431
VISIT DARSGOLFCARTS.COM

“THE BELAIR”
TURQUOISE AND WHITE

$5995
2016 CLUB CAR PRECEDENT

4 passenger Golf Cart
Brand New Batteries

High-Speed
Fresh 4 turf/street tires

SS Wheel covers
LED Head and Taillights

Turn signals
Brake lights, Horn

4 way hazard lights
Plush Pleated Upholstery

Canopy Top, Charger
Folding Windshield
Rear View Mirror

941-769-1431
VISIT DARSGOLFCARTS.COM

Exercise/fitness 
RECUMBANT BIKE  Sunny 
Cross training, very low mi.   
$175  941-623-0088 Lake Suzy

TREADMILL, Horizon T101, 
Osprey.  Like New.  100 times 
used.   $499  941-525-0756

Sporting goods 

2 GUYS GUN 
SHOWS 

2 DAY ADMISSION $10.00 
Come and Go as you please

MAY 15TH & 16TH
Sat 9-5 and Sun 9-3

Charlotte County 
Fairgrounds 

2333 El Jobean Rd (776)
Port Charlotte, Florida

 Buy-Sell-Trade 
New-Used 

Free Parking 
CWP Classes Avail.

  727-776-3442
www.2guysshows.com

DIVE FINS Mares bnib med 
Power Plana text msg for pix 
$20  714-599-2137

DIVE KNIFE  $25  941-223-8111

DIVER FINS, 1 size medium, 1 
size small. $20  941-223-8111

FLOATING DIVE FLAG,  Flag 
with line. $20  941-223-8111

FOOTBALL JERSEY Mint 
vintage Seahawks Blank 12th 
Man Size 48 $40  714-599-2137

GUN SIGHTS, 3 Crisis Gear 
Sights. New. Will trade for old 
US coins. $115  941-223-8718

HORSE SHOE set new ringer 
$25  941-743-0582

OUTBOARD MOTOR Yahama 
8hp, pressure gas tank,motor 
stand $450  941-639-1517

TREADMILL,  Horizon T101. Like
New.  Osprey, cash only. $499  
941-525-0756

TROLLING MOTOR Minn Kota 
50lbs thrust.  Like new.  Fresh 
water use.   $175  941-408-3111

Firearms 
NOTICE: Seller Acknowledges
Compliance With All Exisiting 
Federal, State and Local Fire-
arms Regulations and Laws in 
Regards to Sale and Transfer
of Advertised Firearms.

Hunting &
fishing supplies 

FISHING ROD HOLDERS, 3 Surf, 
new. $40  941-769-0792

TACKLE BOXES. 2 for sale,  
individually or together. $15 
for both. 941-200-5964

Bicycles/
tricycles 

ADULT TRICYCLE, brand new, 
easy to ride, big seat, Punta 
Gorda $300  941-249-5850

Bicycles/
tricycles 

BICYCLE HELMETS, 2 adult 
safety helmets, like new. $30  
941-421-2612

BIKE, 24” Lajolla, Lightweight 
cruiser, great condition, new 
tubes. $75  941-303-5759

KID`S BIKE, Disney 9”, 
great shape, rides nice. $25  
716-374-2950

SCHWINN VINTAGE, 10 speed, 
tall frame, Chicago badge. $80  
941-830-1898

TWO SEATER BIKES,  tandum, 
3 speed, big seats, nice. $225.  
941-724-6049

Photography/
video 

HANDYCAM, Sony comes 100% 
complete ready to use, text 
msg for pix $25  714-599-2137

HP PHOTOSMART, A610 print 
from digital camera memory 
cards. $20  941-421-2612

SPOTLIGHT PROJECTOR 
OPAQUE, Taylor TS-7 in mint 
condition. $350  941-780-3977

Pool/spa/
& supplies 

POOL FLOAT blue,5’L,w/
pillow,molded,sturdy $15  
941-235-2203

Lawn & garden 
BLOWER, CRAFTSMAN, Gas 
25cc, handheld $75, OBO  
941-485-0681

GAS CANS 5 gals plastic old 
good ones $10  941-743-0582

GENERATOR, TORO,  Model 
T1200 $125, OBO  941-485-0681

GENERATOR, TORO,  Model 
T1200 $125, OBO  941-485-0681

HEDGE CLIPPER, Echo, gas, 
Model ES2000. $120, OBO  
941-485-0681

HEDGE TRIMMER  BLACK 
& decker elc ex cond $20  
941-743-0582

LADDER 8 foot, aluminum 
stepladder $15  941-391-0665

LADDERS ALUM 16’EXT 
Also 6ft-5ft negotiable $70  
219-363-0857

LAWN GARDEN TOOLS Toro 
Blower Rakes Shovels Saws 
Sprayer $5  219-363-0857

LAWNMOWER  42” Club Cadet
$300  941-875-0929

MARBLE CHIPS, White, 10 
Bags. New. $33  239-410-5717

MOWER, JOHN DEERE, JS 30. 
Self propelled (for parts).  $40, 
OBO  941-485-0681

PRESSURE WASHER,  C H 2000 
lbs., new tips, on wheels, nice.  
$275  941-724-6049

RIDING MOWER Snapper riding 
mower $125  941-764-3954

TOP SOIL  
FOR SALE   

941-468-4372

TREATED WOOD Landscape 
Blocks One Doz Various 
Lengths $10  941-246-1548

UMBRELLA BASE, 20”, steel, 
outdoor use $20  941-391-0665

Outdoor living 
CHARCOAL GRILL Weber - 
domed on wheels. Used very 
little $25  941-637-8476

PATIO TABLE & CHAIRS Glass 
top oval table & 6 chairs with 
cushions $150  941-875-4960

UMBRELLA BASE For 
Outdoor use, 20”, steel $20  
941-391-0665

Storage sheds/
buildings 

GARAGE DOOR OPENER, lazar 
eye, track and hardware, 
remote  $195  941-763-4818

Building supplies 
CARPET NEW 1300 Sq Ft. 
Padding free, Negotiable  $498  
941-268-4606

CEILING FAN, HUNTER, 52” 
white, #53217, New. $75  
941-249-3659

JALOUSIE GLASS, many sizes 
$5  941-624-0928

WET TILE SAW, used 1x. $35  
941-769-0792

Tools/machinery 
APPLIANCE MOVER Mover with 
locking strap $50  941-223-8111

BUFFER, RYOBI, orbital 6” pad 
4800 OBM $15  941-421-2612

CIRCULAR SAW, Craftsman, 
7 1/4” double insulated $20  
978-273-9624

EXT. LADDER, Werner, 28’, rate 
250 lb. $150  978-273-9624

GENERATOR 7800 WATT 
Troy Bilt  Electric Start $500  
941-769-2194

JOINER, CRAFTSMEN vintage 
4” joiner w/motor. $60  
941-830-1898

LADDER, 17’ Little Giant w/
accessories. Like new. $80  
941-626-0967

METAL STAND, heavy duty 
with 3/4 hp motor. $100  
941-780-3977

PEARL SILVER LINE 14” metal 
cut off wheels, text msg for 
pix $12  714-599-2137

POWER WASHER 1650PSI,
electric $65  941-257-5500

SANDERS BOSCH orbital,B&D 
finishing,many grits $50  
941-204-4824

SOLDERING TOOLS 
light&heavy duty solder prop 
torch  $25  941-204-4824

Tools/machinery 
TABLE SAW, 10” Delta w/Extra 
Blades. $150  941-637-8476

TABLE SAW, Craftsman, 10” 
$125  978-273-9624

TOOL BOX, Stanley, durable 
yet lightweight, 23”x11”.  $10  
941-200-5964

TOOL BOX 221N 2 DRW 
1/4,3/8,1/2 drv open end box 
etc $45  941-204-4824

TOOLBOX, 6 Drawers on rollers 
$85  941-637-8476

TOOLS, $0.25 to $2.00 cheap, 
Left from Garage Sales   
941-637-8476

TOOLS POWER, Craftsman 
Wrench Socket Set Saws Drills 
Grinder $25  219-363-0857

TOOLS WATERLOO rolling tool 
cabinet, 3 drawers bottom 
garage $200  219-363-0857

Office/business
equip./supplie 

BOOKCASE, Teak, 2 Shelves, 
Illuminated, 31 1/2 x 44”. $20  
941-875-4980

CANON MAXIFY MB5020, New 
Wireless Print Copy Scan Fax 
1/2 price $240  941-408-7535

FILING CABINET, 5 Drawer, 
good condition. $50  
941-875-4980

Cats 
NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Dogs 
BOXER PUPPIES, AKC,

 Fawns, READY for a forever 
home. $750. Call 941-812-3688

NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Pet supplies
& services 

FOLDING PET RAMP BY 
SOLVIT 150 LB CAPACITY ALL 
CLEANED $45  941-268-8951

Appliances 
BLENDER, NINJA BL770 30  $75  
941-916-2550

DEHUMIDIFIER GE Used once. 
Paid $180.00 $75  586-243-0717

DISHWASHER,  WHIRLPOOL, 
white, clean, works great. $85  
716-374-2950

DISHWASHER WHITE Kenmore, 
clean works perfect $85  
716-374-2950

DRYER, SAMSUNG, steams, 
white, very nice, delivery 
available. $295  941-724-6049

STAND MIXER, KITCHENAID, 
5 qt., 325 watts, white. Never 
used, all original accessories. 
$200  941-916-2550

WASHER/SIDELOAD LG very 
nice, white, delivery available. 
$295  941-724-6049

WATER SOFTENER, used only 
6 months.  Like new. $400  
941-218-6593

Miscellaneous
for sale 

AB STEINS, Older 20 and up  
$20  941-624-0928

AIR PUMP for inflatables,  12v 
Metro Magic, never used. $35  
941-421-2612

BOOKS FRANKLIN Lib/Easton 
Press. Leather. Private collec-
tion. $20  941-200-5964

BOOKS,  BALDACCI, etc. 
Hardcover. Exc. cond. Private
collection. $4  941-200-5963

BOOKS, POE, Hugo, etc. 57 vol.
Like new. Private collection. 
$7 per volume  941-200-5964

BUDWEISER AND MICHELOB 
dry pewer steins with lids. 
Very rare. $350  941-624-0928

CEILING FAN, HUNTER, 52” 
white, #53217, new. $75  
941-249-3659

CHANDELEIR 2 TIER 20 pcs, 
beveled & etched glass, brass, 
exc cond $50  941-914-6945

CHICKEN EGGS! Beautifully 
colored, free range and 
Non-GMO! $6  941-875-4052

COMBINATION ALARM, voice 
alarm & carbon monoxide 
smoke.   $20  941-408-7535

CRYSTAL TRELLIS FLEUR DE LIS 
serving bowl, Kig Malaysia exc 
cond $6  941-914-6945

DALE JR ETCHED GLASS 
hologram w/lighted base, + 
more items $5  941-914-6945

DUCK EGGS! Jumbo, free 
range and Non-GMO! $8  
941-875-4052

FIFTH WHEEL HITCH fifth 
wheel hitch for truck bed $150  
239-318-0264

HURRICANE SHUTTERS, 
Galvanized 7 windows, diff 
sizes. BSI $300  941-661-4477

MAIL POUCH Thermometer 
36” long $350  239-284-9324

MIRRORS, 2 Moen.  $130  
941-249-4748

MOBIL GAS  clock, neon, 
wired. $400  239-284-9324

PEN & PENCIL SET Shaffer’s 
Snorkle, black, in case w/ inst. 
$100  941-697-4276

RC GAS, Engine Evra 190, 31cc, 
not used. Will trade for old 
coins. $150  941-223-8718

Miscellaneous
for sale 

SINGER W111  HD upholstery 
machine,table motor, thread & 
bobbins  $400  239-284-9324

$75.00 
PER PANEL

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & Locks

CALL BOB   
 941-706-6445

Affordable Maintenance
Owned and operated by 

Local Fire fighter.

SPOTLIGHT OPAQUE 
PROJECTOR w/cover Taylor 
TS-7 $350  941-780-3977

TAILGATER FOR DISH TV 
tailgater &receiver $125  
239-318-0264

THERMOSTAT & REMOTE 
Hunter Comfort Saver 7 day 
$28 Orig. $48. 941-408-7535

TREADMILL HORIZON, T101 
Osprey,  Like New,  100 times 
used.   $499  941-525-0756

TREADMILL, MANUAL 
TREADMILL, (walk it yourself) 
$75  941-875-1757

TREADMILL, MANUAL 
TREADMILL, (walk it yourself) 
$75  941-875-1757

VINTAGE CROSS  14ca gold
filled Pen & pencil set. in case
w/ inst.   $150  941-697-4276

Free merchandise 
CHRISTMAS  VARIOUS decora-
tions,Come & See!!   All Free. 
941-391-0665

Transportation 
Cadillac 

2016 CADILLAC SRX
 $20,888. BLACK, NAV, 

79K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 CADILLAC XTS
 $20,999. BEIGE, PREM. 

29K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2016 CADILLAC SRX
 $21,222. RED, LUX, 

51K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

CAR AUCTIONS-WEEKLY
CADILLAC 40% OFF NEW
2017-2020 Fact Warranty 

25 off Factory Lease weekly
NO DEALER OR HIDDEN FEES

Live on Internet-Private 
showroom by appt
Call for prices, info

CASH only-NO financing
10% over cost- 

SAVE UP TO $6,000
Bid-Buy-Save

Call Justin 941 350-7544
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers
1041 US 41 Bypass S, Venice

Ford 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

GMC
2017 GMC TERRAIN
 $22,777. BLUE, SLT, 

29K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Mercury 
1997 MERCURY COUGAR
$1,500 Pearl white w/ rack on
back, 120k mi, beautiful  941-
639-8640

Pontiac 
2015 PONTIAC GTO

$26,499. BLACK, COUPE, 
28K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Acura 
2019 ACURA ILX
$25,753. GRAY, 

13K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2020 ACURA TL
$34,999. WHITE,

4,007 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Acura 
2019 ACURA RDX

$36,993. WHITE, PREM, NAV,
30K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Audi 
2015 AUDI A520QT

$23,488. WHITE, PREM., AWD, 
62K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2013 AUDI A730TQ
$28,770. WHITE, PREST., AWD, 

33K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

BMW
2013 BMW 128ICV

 $15,500. SILVER, CONVT.,
68K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2019 BMW 530I
 $35,999. WHITE, NAV,

33K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2017 BMW 750I
 $44,295. WHITE, NAV, AWD, 
44K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Honda 
2014 HONDA ACCORD 

$15,000. GRAY,
48K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Hyundai 
2014 HYUNDAI GENESIS 

$17,288. BLACK, 
33K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

FREE GAS 3 MO/ 3,000 MI  
With purchase Now!

 
 

2018-2020 HYUNDAI 
75 available weekly
Off Lease-Warranty

$4,000 dn, cash or trade
Low balance-SAVE!!

 
20-2018 SANTA FE SPORT 

$19,500 up
15-2018 Tucson SE SUV 

$17,500 up
20-2018 Sonata 4D $15,500 up
15-2018 Elantra SE $13,500 up

 
Visit our internet showroom

Factory Off Lease Auto 
1041 US 41 Bypass S Venice
by appt Justin 941 350-7544

www.shopofflease.com 

Infiniti 
2015 INFINTI QX60

$23,777. GRAY, 
36K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Lexus 
2017 LEXUS NX-300

$28,990. WHITE, CERT, BASE,
27K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS GX-460
$35,911. BLACK, NAV, CERT,

54K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS GX-460
$39,980. CLARET, NAV, CERT,

35K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 LEXUS GS-350
$40,497. BLACK, NAV, CERT, 

20K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 LEXUS GX-460
$43,101. WHITE, NAV, AWD,
43K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS GX-460
$43,908. NEBULA, NAV, CERT,

21K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

  

2017-2019 Lexus Certified
NO HIDDEN FEES

SAVE UP TO $3,000!
 

20 2018 ES350 $29K up
15 2017 RX 350 $35K up
10 2018 RX 350 $38K up

10 2018 IS Turbo $28K up
2018 NX 300 $30K up

LOW MILES
FACTORY WARRANTY

Up to 40% off new!
Visit my Internet showroom 
by appt or call for photos, 

prices via email

CALL for INFO/APPT
Peggy 941 284-9617

Factory Off Lease Auto 
Brokers

1041 US 41 Bypass Venice
www.shopofflease.com

Nissan 
2016 NISSAN ALTIMA

$13,401. BLACK, 
58K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2014 NISSAN MURANO
$15,875. GRAY, AWD,

1,257 MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 NISSAN ROUGE
$15,888. BLACK, SV,

48K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 NISSAN MAXIMA
$23,998. WHITE, 

42K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 NISSAN FRONTIER
$25,990. BLACK, 

27K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

EXTENDED WARRANTY-
WHY TRADE ?

24 mo/24,000 mi 
full warranty for vehicles

 up to 100k miles!
FREE in May

12 mo/12,000 mi more!
Please call for details-prices

Justin 941 350-7544
Factory Off Lease Auto Brokers
1041 US 41 Bypass S Venice

www.shopofflease.com
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ARE
YOU
THE ONE?

We are seeking an experienced

Multimedia Marketing Executive
in our Port Charlotte and Venice Locations.

Please Send Resume & Cover Letter to:

omar.zucco@yoursun.com

We are
  hiring

adno=3795437-1
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SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE RULES 
1. Solve the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE by fi lling in the missing letters to make the words you think best fi t the clues. Read the clue 

carefully, for you must think them out and give every word its true meaning. 

2. Check the word list given. It has all the correct answers and some you will need to eliminate. 

3. You may submit as many entries as you wish on the entry form published in SUN Newspapers.  Mechanically produced or carbon 

duplicate facsimiles of any type will be rejected. There will be 1 free entry available per household available at the Port Charlotte 

SUN offi ce at 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL. 33980. 

4. The contest is open to residents of the SUN Newspapers daily circulation area. Sun Coast Media Group employees and their 

immediate relatives are ineligible to win. Family members of SUN Newspaper carriers may enter. 

5. All entries must be received by mail at SUN Newspapers 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or dropped 

off during regular business hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - M-F) no later than noon the Wednesday following Sunday of the puzzle’s 

publication. SUN Newspapers will award the prize money to the player who sends in an all-correct solution. In the event of 

multiple all-correct puzzle solutions, the prize will be divided equally among the winners. If no all-correct puzzle solution is 

received, the weekly grand prize will be increased by $50 and added to the following week’s SUN CASH PUZZLE PRIZE. 

6. There is only one (1) correct solution and only the correct answer can win. The decision of the judges is fi nal, and all contestants 

agree to abide by the judges’ decision. As a condition of entry, all entries become the property of Sun Coast Media Group. Only 

one prize will be awarded to a family unit. 

7. The SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE and clues will be published every Sunday in SUN Newspapers. The winner and answers will be 

published in the following Friday’s SUN Newspapers. Every entry will be checked. No claiming is necessary. 

8. SUN Newspapers reserves the right to correct any typographical errors, which may appear during the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE 

game. Erasures, cross-outs and strike-throughs will void any entry.

9. SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE clues may be abbreviated and such words as AN, THE & A omitted. 

10. In fairness to all, SUN Newspapers’ staff cannot answer questions in person, or respond to phone calls, emails or letters regarding 

the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE. 

11. When you have completed your SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE, mail it to the address listed: SUN Newspapers, ATTN: Prize Puzzle, 

23170 Harbor View Road, Charlotte Harbor, FL, 33980 or drop it off at the customer service desk at the same address.

RETURN WEDNESDAY BY NOON FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

CURRENT JACKPOT: $3500
LOOK FOR PUZZLE ANSWERS IN NEXT FRIDAY’S SUN NEWSPAPERS

Think you know crossword puzzles? PROVE IT!

  UN CA  HPRIZE 
PUZZLE

WIN CASH
PRIZE INCREASES BY $50 

EACH WEEK IT GOES UNSOLVED!

Nissan 

NO DEALER FEES     
  

2017-2020 NISSAN’S
50 AVAILABLE WEEKLY

OFF LEASE W/WARRANTY
 

20-2018 ROGUE $21,000 UP
10-2018 SENTRA $17,000 UP
15-2019 ALTIMA $19,500 UP

VISIT OUR INTERNET 
SHOWROOM BY APPT.

JUST IN! 2018 ROGUE SV
12K MI. LOADED $24,500

FACTORY OFF LEASE AUTO 
BROKERS

1041 US 41 BYPASS S VENICE
BY APPT JUSTIN 941 350-7544
WWW.SHOPOFFLEASE.COM

Subaru 
2018 SUBARU FORESTOR

$29,780. SILVER, LTD, AWD, 
18K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

Toyota 
2015 TOYOTA RAV-4

$15,999. WHITE,
52K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 TOYOTA CAMRY
$20,569. SILVER, LT, NAV,
18K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$32,648. RED, XLE, NAV, 

54K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER
$42,998. BLUE, NAV,

27K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

Volkswagen 
2017 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF

$31,411. BLUE, SV,
37K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

Autos wanted 
We BUY CARS & TRUCKS  

RUNNING OR NOT!
$400 CASH + UP

Frank 941-249-7522

NO TITLE NO PROBLEM, 
RUNNING OR NOT! 7 DAYS 
FREE PICK UP 941-623-5550

BEST $$ For JUNKERS
24/7, Fast Pickup, Cash Paid 
Since 2004.  Jim 941-286-3122

WE BUY &
 PICK UP JUNK CARS 

941-661-1928

Auto parts/
accessories 

TRUCK TOOL BOX Aluminum, 
W/ Keys. For full size truck 
$150  941-626-8448

CAR TIRE, 50-60% tread left 
205 50 R17. Text msg for pix  
$30  714-599-2137

Vans 
2016 DODGE Grand Caravan
Wheelchair Van, 10” lowered 
floor & ramp.  941-870-4325

Aviation 
LEARN HOW TO FLY. Earn 

Your Private Pilot`s License. 
Classes Starting May 17, 2021

SimPilot 305-934-0117

Misc. boats 
10` JON BOAT, Aluminum + 
equipment $149  941-493-8504

Outboard/
marine engines 

MERCURY 6HP 2017, 4 stroke,
like new, less than 10 hrs.
$1,750  941-916-0171

BOAT PROPELLER , Stainless 
Steel Ballistic, 3 blade, never 
used. $250  941-780-3977

Marine supply
& equip. 

GAS CANS 5 GALS  good old 
ones plastic $10  941-743-0582

ELEC. ADAPTER 30A male 
to 50A female Pigtail $35  
941-697-0940

C-MAPS NT ICW Norfolk to 
Charleston $30  941-697-0940

Trailer
& accessories 

BOAT TRAILER sm boat or Jon 
boat trailer $250  941-223-6406

BOAT TRAILER 14-17 ft boat 
trailer galv $400  941-223-6406

“120” TRAILERS
Cargo  Enclosed  

Dump Utility  Equipment 
Skid Steer. Parts-Service

Trades welcome. 
Financing Available. 

We Buy Trailers, Cars 
& Trucks.

Roy’s Trailer Country
2851 Taylor Rd., P.G.

941-575-2214

Cycles/mopeds/
scooters 

2004 SUZUKI MARAUDER
1600, 15,300 mi, Cobra ex-
haust pipes, side covers, floor 
obards, w/s, pass. back rest,
$3,500  860-371-0211

Motorcycle access. 
MOTORCYCLE HELMET,  HJC, 
w/headset, gloss white. $100  
978-273-9624

Campers/
travel trailers 

2016 35’ FOREST RIVER, 1 slide
out, exc cond., outside kitch-
en. $19,000 OBO 941-270-1430

Motor homes/RVs 
WANTED - All Motor Homes, 

TT’s, 5th wheels, & Diesel 
trucks.  Cash paid on the 

spot for quick sale. 
Any Condition! Low or High 

Value.   954-595-0093

TRAVEL SAFELY
MOTOR HOMES
VAN CAMPERS
5TH WHEELS

TRAVEL TRAILERS
SERVICE*PARTS

*BODY SHOP
GERZENYS RV WORLD

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1977
2110 US 41 – Nokomis

(941) 260-0476
shop 24/7 @

www.gerzenysrvworld.com

RV’S WANTED NOW!
Cash / Trade / 
Consignment
(941) 260-0476

I BUY TRAVEL TRAILERS, 
5th Wheels, Motor Homes & 
Trucks. I Come to You! Call 

Dave Anytime. 813-713-3217

39’  1995 HOLIDAY 
RAMBLER Model 3900 WD, 

Cummins diesel 6spd, 
Allison auto. diesel genera-
tor, 198,000 mi, stored in a 
barn, ex cond. $27,900/obo  

239-405-5425

PUT
CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK
FOR YOU!

FIND A JOB!
BUY A HOME!
BUY A CAR!
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