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Today I’m taking a break from 
COVID-19, politics, natural disas-
ters, the economy and anything else 
that’s been weighing on my mind 
during this crazy 2020. I’m taking 
a break to write about sports. Our 
sports editor is probably rolling his 
eyes right now.

Last time I wrote about televised 
sports, someone emailed me because 
they felt I was encouraging a couch 
potato society. I found it amusing 
because I actually get more exercise 

when watching sports compared to 
any other programming. I jump up 
and down from my chair a lot. I pace 
around the lanai while watching 
close games. Occasionally, I run into 
the house jumping up and down 
cheering to talk about a great play 
or win. My enthusiasm is never 
reciprocated.

I do think it’s very important for 
people to exercise, but I don’t think 
watching sports on TV discourages 
exercise. Even though I should 

exercise more.
I enjoy sports so much because 

I played a lot of  sports when I 
was a kid. My parents made sure 
my brother, sister and I had very 
active schedules. I played baseball, 
hockey, basketball, football, soccer, 
skiing and I even tried lacrosse at 
one point. Baseball was always my 
favorite sport to play. Many times, 
I played for two baseball teams at 
the same time. Skiing was also a 
sport I really loved. Since moving 

to Florida, I haven’t skied in over 
20 years. At this point, I’m not sure 
if  I could do it again. I hope it’s like 
riding a bike.

Watching sports on TV is great, 
but nothing beats the in-person 
experience. It’s just not the same 
without the fans this year. I’m 
loving the amount of  sports we’ve 
been able to watch over the past 
couple of  months. We’ve had racing, 

It’s a regular sports paradise — on TV

GLEN 
NICKERSON

Publisher and 
editor of  The 

Daily Sun SEE GLEN, 4A

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Fans of  the added 1 per-
cent sales tax in Florida 
see it as a painless way to 
raise millions of  dollars 
for projects that improve 
the quality of  life and 
maintain public safety.

Voters in 67 local 
governments in Florida 
currently have a local tax 
surcharge, often a penny. 
Near Charlotte County, 
DeSoto adds on 1.5 cents. 
Lee County adds only a 
half  cent and Sarasota, 1 
cent.

Charlotte County has 
been adding a penny 
surcharge since 1994, 
generating more than 
$400 million in revenue. 
They started with just a 
couple projects a year — 
the Justice Center, the jail. 
And, they started with just 
a two-year lifespan for the 
tax. Now they’re up to six 

years, with commissioners 
agreeing to go longer 
would be too long without 
evaluation. It would also 
risk a no vote.

The last vote in 2014 
has generated more than 
$120 million during boom 
years and provided the 
county with such projects 
as the new Centennial pool 
and recreation center, boat 
ramps and 
a splash pad 
at McGuire 
Park.

The lineup 
for the next 
six years, if  
the tax is approved Nov. 
3, includes about $20 mil-
lion in more big road 
projects such as widening 
Harborview Road, a lot of  
police and fire stations to 
replace those that are not 
hurricane resistant, school 
security systems and 

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

The six-year extension 
of  Charlotte County’s 
1-percent sales tax seems 
to have transcended local 
partisanship.

“The Charlotte County 
Democratic Executive 
Committee recently re-
viewed the pros and cons 

of  extending 
the current 
1% tax, 
originally 
approved 
in 1994, for 
another 

6-year period (2021-2026),” 
local Democrats stated 
in a press release sent 
as an email to county 
commissioners who are 
all Republicans.

Democrats concluded 
voters should support the 
six-year extension.

But that bipartisan 
support doesn’t mean 

the sales tax extension 
doesn’t have opponents.

“The 1% sales tax 
appears innocent enough, 
but the devil is in the 
details,” Port Charlotte 
resident Jim Fucillo told 
the Sun in an email.

Fucillo suggests 
developers and other 
special interests are 
getting tax breaks that 
lead the county to depend 
upon sales taxes to make 
up for money depleted 
through tax breaks from 
the general fund.

“In reality, every 
project should have been 
completed from our 
general (fund) without 
collecting any additional 
sales tax money from 
taxpayers,” he said.

Fucillo also takes 
exception to those who 
dub the sales tax as a 
“one cent” or “penny” 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE — Florida reported 
another uptick in new coronavirus 
infections on Saturday, surging to more 
than 4,000 cases — the highest number in 
two months.

The state also reported nearly 90 more 
deaths, which pushed its official death toll 
to nearly 16,000 Floridians since March. 
Since the outbreak began, Florida has 
recorded more than 752,00 coronavirus 
cases.

The rise in Florida comes as infections 
are increasing alarmingly in other parts 

of  the country, 
particularly in the 
Midwest and other 
areas that were rela-
tively spared during 
the earlier onslaught 
of  the COVID-19 
outbreak.

There was no immediate explanation 
for the rising numbers. It’s the third time 
in the past seven days that the number 
of  new cases has well exceeded 3,000, ac-
cording to state health statistical reports.

Three weeks ago, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
lifted all restrictions on restaurants and 
other businesses in Florida as part of  his 
push to resuscitate the economy.

The rise comes as Florida prepares to 
open its polls Monday for early voting 
ahead of  the Nov. 3 presidential election.

Saturday’s new report pushed the 
seven-day average to more than 3,300 
cases, although trying to gather statisti-
cal trends has been hampered recently 
because of  reporting anomalies.

On two occasions in recent months, 
one-day totals exceeded Saturday’s surge 
but were statistical outliers. In one case, 
data being reported included numbers 
that should have been previously re-
ported — as was also the case in early 
September when a testing company 
dumped data that dated as far back as 
April.

Setting aside those recent reporting 
anomalies, Saturday’s number was the 
highest since Aug. 22, when the state 
reported more than 4,300 new cases.

The latest numbers also show a slight 
uptick in the infection rate — at 5.2% — 
but the Florida Department of  Health 
noted that it was the 65th consecutive day 
that the positivity rate remained below 
10%.

In its report Saturday, the department 
said more than 2,000 people were in the 
hospital primarily because of  COVID-19 
infections.

Sales tax: Yea or nay?

Fans love the fact 
tourists pay a big 
chunk of the bill

SUN FILE PHOTO

The Charlotte County Justice Center located in Punta Gorda is one of many projects funded by the 1 percent sales tax.

Not everyone wild 
about Charlotte’s 

sales tax

SEE FANS, 4A SEE TAX, 4A

Florida reports 
another 

uptick in new 
virus cases

INSIDE
Rural Midwest 

hospitals struggling 

to handle virus surge
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ALMANAC
Today is Sunday, Oct. 18, the 292nd day of 

2020. There are 74 days left in the year.

First all-female spacewalk

On Oct. 18, 2019, the world’s first all-female 

spacewalking team, NASA astronauts Christina 

Koch and Jessica Meir, replaced a broken part 

of the International Space Station’s power grid.

On this date

In 1867, the United States took formal 

possession of Alaska from Russia.

In 1892, the first long-distance telephone line 

between New York and Chicago was officially 

opened (it could only handle one call at a time).

In 1898, the American flag was raised in Puerto 

Rico shortly before Spain formally relinquished 

control of the island to the U-S.

In 1962, James D. Watson, Francis Crick 

and Maurice Wilkins were honored with the 

Nobel Prize for Medicine and Physiology 

for determining the double-helix molecular 

structure of DNA.

In 1968, the U.S. Olympic Committee 

suspended Tommie Smith and John Carlos 

for giving a “Black power” salute as a protest 

during a victory ceremony in Mexico City.

In 2001, CBS News announced that an 

employee in anchorman Dan Rather’s office 

had tested positive for skin anthrax. 

In 2014, the Supreme Court said Texas could 

use its controversial new voter identification 

law for the November election, rejecting 

an emergency request from the Justice 

Department and civil rights groups to prohibit 

the state from requiring voters to produce 

certain forms of photo ID. (Three justices 

dissented.)

Today’s birthdays

Actor Dawn Wells is 82. College and Pro 

Football Hall of Famer Mike Ditka is 81. Singer-

musician Russ Giguere is 77. Actor Joe Morton 

is 73. Actor Pam Dawber is 70. Author Terry 

McMillan is 69. Writer-producer Chuck Lorre 

is 68. Gospel singer Vickie Winans is 67. Actor 

Jon Lindstrom is 63. International Hall of Fame 

boxer Thomas Hearns is 62. Actor Jean-Claude 

Van Damme is 60. Jazz musician Wynton 

Marsalis is 59. Actor Vincent Spano is 58. Rock 

musician Tim Cross is 54. Singer Nonchalant 

is 53. Former tennis player Michael Stich is 

52. Actor Wesley Jonathan is 42. Rhythm-and-

blues singer-actor Ne-Yo is 41. Country singer 

Josh Gracin is 40. Country musician Jesse 

Littleton (Marshall Dyllon) is 39. Olympic gold 

medal skier Lindsey Vonn is 36. Actor-model 

Freida Pinto is 36. Actor Zac Efron is 33. 

Bible verse

“Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith 

the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the 

Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith 

the Lord of hosts.” — ZECHARIAH 1:3.

God has sent His Son to die for you to show 
how much He loves you. It’s your move.

Florida COVID-19  
by the numbers
(As of 9:40 p.m. Oct. 17)

• Global cases: 39,581,871

• Global deaths: 1,108,213

• U.S. cases: 8,101,940

• U.S. deaths: 219,154

• Florida tests: 5,711,339

• Florida cases: 752,481

• Florida deaths: 16,118

• Charlotte County cases: 3,349

• Charlotte County deaths: 153

• DeSoto County cases: 1,620

• DeSoto County deaths: 28

• Lee County cases: 21,883

• Lee County deaths: 492

• Sarasota County cases: 8,969

• Sarasota County deaths: 309

Most cases in Florida: Dade County 

(177,893); Broward County (80,820); 

Palm Beach County (48,870); Hillsborough 

(45,275); Orange (43,032)

SOURCE: FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

By STEPHEN GROVES
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WESSINGTON SPRINGS, S.D. — 
Rural Jerauld County in South Dakota 
didn’t see a single case of  the coro-
navirus for more than two months 
stretching from June to August. But 
over the last two weeks, its rate of  
new cases per person soared to one of  
the highest in the nation.

“All of  a sudden it hit, and as it 
does, it just exploded,” said Dr. Tom 
Dean, one of  just three doctors who 
work in the county.

As the brunt of  the virus has blown 
into the Upper Midwest and northern 
Plains, the severity of  outbreaks in 
rural communities has come into 
focus. Doctors and health officials in 
small towns worry that infections may 
overwhelm communities with limited 
medical resources. And many say they 
are still running up against attitudes 
on wearing masks that have hard-
ened along political lines and a false 
notion that rural areas are immune to 
widespread infections.

Dean took to writing a column in 
the local weekly newspaper, the True 
Dakotan, to offer his guidance. In 
recent weeks, he’s watched as one in 
roughly every 37 people in his county 
has tested positive for the virus.

It ripped through the nursing home 
in Wessington Springs where both his 
parents lived, killing his father. The 
community’s six deaths may appear 
minimal compared with thousands 
who have died in cities, but they have 
propelled the county of  about 2,000 
people to a death rate roughly four 
times higher than the nationwide rate.

Rural counties across Wisconsin, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Montana sit among the top in the 
nation for new cases per capita over 
the last two weeks, according to Johns 
Hopkins University researchers. 
Overall, the nation topped 8 million 
confirmed coronavirus cases in the 
university’s count on Friday; the true 
number of  infections is believed to be 
much higher because many people 
have not been tested.

In counties with just a few thousand 
people, the number of  cases per capita 
can soar with even a small outbreak 
— and the toll hits close to home in 
tight-knit towns.

“One or two people with infections 
can really cause a large impact when 
you have one grocery store or gas 
station,” said Misty Rudebusch, the 

medical director at a network of  rural 
health clinics in South Dakota called 
Horizon Health Care. “There is such a 
ripple effect.”

Wessington Springs is a hub for the 
generations of  farmers and ranchers 
that work the surrounding land. 
Residents send their children to the 
same schoolhouse they attended and 
have preserved cultural offerings 
like a Shakespeare garden and opera 
house.

They trust Dean, who for 42 years 
has tended to everything from broken 
bones to high blood pressure. When 
a patient needs a higher level of  care, 
the family physician usually depends 
on a transfer to a hospital 130 miles 
away.

As cases surge, hospitals in rural 
communities are having trouble find-
ing beds. A recent request to transfer 
a “not desperately ill, but pretty” sick 
COVID-19 patient was denied for sev-
eral days, until the patient’s condition 
had worsened, Dean said.

“We’re proud of  what we got, but it’s 
been a struggle,” he said of  the 16-bed 
hospital.

The outbreak that killed Dean’s 
dad forced Wessington Springs’ only 
nursing home to put out a statewide 
request for nurses.

Thin resources and high death rates 
have plagued other small communi-
ties. Blair Tomsheck, interim director 
of  the health department in Toole 
County, Montana, worried that the 
region’s small hospitals would need to 
start caring for serious COVID-19 pa-
tients after cases spiked to the nation’s 
highest per capita. One out of  every 28 
people in the county has tested posi-
tive in the last two weeks, according to 
Johns Hopkins researchers.

“It’s very, very challenging when 
your resources are poor — living in a 
small, rural county,” she said.

Infections can also spread quickly in 
places like Toole County, where most 
everyone shops at the same grocery 
store, attends the same school or 
worships at a handful of  churches.

“The Sunday family dinners are 
killing us,” Tomsheck said.

Even as outbreaks threaten to spiral 
out of  control, doctors and health 
officials said they are struggling to 
convince people of  the seriousness of  
a virus that took months to arrive in 
force.

“It’s kind of  like getting a blizzard 
warning and then the blizzard doesn’t 
hit that week, so then the next time, 
people say they are not going to 
worry about it,” said Kathleen Taylor, 
a 67-year-old author who lives in 
Redfield, South Dakota.

In swaths of  the country decorated 
by flags supporting President Donald 
Trump, people took their cues on 
wearing masks from his often-cavalier 
attitude towards the virus. Dean 
draws a direct connection between 
Trump’s approach and the lack of  
precautions in his town of  956 people.

“There’s the foolish idea that 
mask-wearing or refusal is some kind 
of  a political statement,” Dean said. 
“It has seriously interfered with our 
ability to get it under control.”

Even amid the surge, Republican 
governors in the region have been 
reluctant to act. North Dakota Gov. 
Doug Burgum said recently, “We 
are caught in the middle of  a COVID 
storm” as he raised advisory risk lev-
els in counties across the state. But he 
has refused to issue a mask mandate.

South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, 
who has carved out a reputation 
among conservatives by foregoing 
lockdowns, blamed the surge in cases 
on testing increases, even though the 
state has had the highest positivity 
rate in the nation over the last two 
weeks, according to the COVID 
Tracking Project. Positivity rates 
are an indication of  how widespread 
infections are.

In Wisconsin, conservative groups 
have sued over Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers’ mask mandate.

Whether the requirement survives 
doesn’t matter to Jody Bierhals, a resi-
dent of  Gillett who doubts the efficacy 
of  wearing a mask. Her home county 
of  Oconto, which stretches from the 
northern border of  Green Bay into 
forests and farmland, has the state’s 
second-highest growth in coronavirus 
cases per person.

Bierhals, a single mother with 
three kids, is more worried about the 
drop in business at her small salon. 
The region depends on tourists, but 
many have stayed away during the 
pandemic.

“Do I want to keep the water on, 
or do I want to be able to put food on 
the table?” she asked. “It’s a difficult 
situation.”

Bierhals said she thought the virus 
couldn’t be stopped and it would be 
best to let it run its course. But local 
attitudes like that have left the coun-
ty’s health officer, Debra Konitzer, 
desperate.

Konitzer warned that the un-
controlled spread of  infections has 
overwhelmed the county’s health 
systems.

“I’m just waiting to see if  our 
community can change our behavior,” 
she said. “Otherwise, I don’t see the 
end in sight.

Rural Midwest hospitals 
struggling to handle virus surge
Some areas didn’t see

coronavirus for months

AP PHOTO 

Dr. Tom Dean poses at his clinic Friday in Wessington Springs, South Dakota. Dean is one of three doctors in the 
county, which has seen one of the nation’s highest rates of coronavirus cases per person. He writes a column in the 
local newspaper, the True Dakotan, urging people to take precautions against the virus.
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By JENNIFER JACOBS
BLOOMBERG NEWS (TNS)

WASHINGTON — 
Lebanon’s security 
chief  held talks with top 
administration officials 
in Washington this 
week as the U.S. seeks 
to resolve that country’s 
energy dispute with Israel 
and free an American 
journalist kidnapped in 
Syria, according to people 
familiar with the matter.

Abbas Ibrahim, the 
influential head of  
Lebanon’s General 
Security agency, spoke 
with Robert O’Brien, 
President Donald 
Trump’s national security 
adviser, at a dinner on 
Friday night, said the 
people, who asked not to 
be identified discussing 
private meetings. He also 
met Central Intelligence 
Agency Director Gina 
Haspel.

Amid the Trump 
administration’s push 
to shift broader U.S. 
policy in the Middle 
East, the fate of  Austin 
Tice remains unresolved 
some eight years after 
he was abducted in Syria 
while on assignment. 
Trump said in March 

that the U.S. is working 
with Syria — Lebanon’s 
war-wracked neighbor — 
to secure the journalist’s 
release.

Ibrahim played a role 
in the release of  three 
hostages, including Sam 
Goodwin, a U.S. citizen 
released from Syria last 
year, and Nizar Zakka, a 
Lebanese businessman 
and U.S. resident who was 
let go by Iran and accom-
panied by Ibrahim on his 
return to Beirut.

The White House and 
a CIA spokeswoman 
declined to comment. A 
General Security spokes-
man in Beirut said he had 
no information on any 
meetings.

Guests at the Friday 
night dinner included 
Diane Foley, the mother 
of  American journalist 
James Foley, who covered 
Syria’s civil war and was 
beheaded by Islamic State 
in 2014.

Lebanon and Israel 
this week began U.S.-
backed talks on resolving 
a maritime boundary 
dispute that has hobbled 
energy exploration in 
a part of  the eastern 
Mediterranean rich with 
natural gas.

US meets with 
Lebanon security 
head to resolve 
Israel dispute

By RAFAEL OLMEDA
SUN SENTINEL (TNS)

FORT LAUDERDALE 
— Broward County 
Sheriff Gregory Tony is 
“highly disgusted” over 
allegations he’s heard so 
far from an internal inves-
tigation after an inmate 
gave birth in a cell.

The woman who recent-
ly gave birth to her baby 
boy in a Broward jail cell 
says she begged in vain 
for anyone to come help. 
She says she was terrified 
of  having a miscarriage 
— left alone until minutes 
before her child was born.

Stephanie Bretas, in an 
exclusive interview with 
the South Florida Sun 
Sentinel, on Friday gave 
a harrowing account of  
delivering her son in jail, 
describing squalid con-
ditions and decrying the 
indifference of  nurses and 
detention deputies who 
failed to help her until it 
was nearly too late.

Bretas, 28, had been 
in custody at the North 
Broward jail in Pompano 
Beach on a burglary 
charge. She said she first 
started experiencing 
contractions in the early 

afternoon of  Sept. 27, but 
didn’t recognize the 
urgency. The baby wasn’t 
due for another few 
weeks, she said.

When she complained 
about the pain, the nurse 
in the jail’s infirmary 
offered her a prenatal 
vitamin. Bretas turned it 
down. As the afternoon 
wore on and the pain kept 
coming back stronger and 
stronger, Bretas said she 
began to worry.

“I had not seen a doctor 
in three days,” she said. 
She said she told the nurse 
she might be miscarrying. 
But the nurse would not 
call a doctor, she said. 
“You have to fill out a 
form with what symptoms 
you’re having to get a 
doctor,” Bretas said.

The Broward Sheriff’s 
Office was reviewing re-
cords to determine when 
Bretas had last seen a 
doctor. Under the recently 
enacted Tammy Jackson 
Law, an incarcerated 
pregnant woman must be 
seen by a “qualified health 
professional” at least once 
every 24 hours.

Bretas said she threw 
up shortly after saying 
she might be losing the 

baby and was told to clean 
it herself.

“They just wanted me 
to see how much pain I 
could endure,” she said.

It wasn’t until Bretas 
was lying on her back and 
ready to give birth that 
her cell door opened, she 
said.

“The baby’s head was 
coming in and out and in 

and out and they finally 
broke in,” she said. “It 
was at the end. They came 
in and held my leg and he 
came out.”

The baby boy is now in 
the custody of  the state 
Department of  Children 
and Families. Bretas said 
she has seen him, but 
declined to disclose any 
other information.

Bretas, who stands 
accused of  breaking 
into a Lighthouse Point 
home and living there 
undetected for a week, was 
released from custody two 
days after giving birth and 
is staying with her father 
in Boca Raton.

While the incident 
is under investigation 
and Tony said it has 

not been confirmed, 
his initial review of the 
situation was enough for 
Tony to fire two top jail 
administrators.

The law was named for 
Tammy Jackson, who gave 
birth in a North Broward 
Jail cell in Pompano 
Beach in April 2019. The 
latest incident happened 
at the same facility.

Woman gives birth in Florida jail cell 
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Absolute Blinds Has A Window Treatment For You
Absolute Blinds is a family-owned and 

operated business running continually 

for three generations in Charlotte County 

since 2000. Absolute Blinds is one of the 

largest and most successful licensed 

window treatment companies in 

Southwest Florida. With honest pricing, 

vertical blinds made while you wait, 

free consultation from a professional 

decorator, and the best selection 

available, Absolute Blinds can fulfi ll all 

your window treatment needs. An array 

of verticals, wood plantation shutters, 

horizontals, mini-blinds, pleated shades, 

top treatments, cornices, draperies, Flair 

21’s ADO wraps and more are among 

its off erings. We off er remote control 

options. Absolute Blinds is a Graber 

dealer. If you need window coverings for 

home or offi  ce, Absolute Blinds is there 

to assist you with free estimates. Th e 

store is at 2842 Tamiami Trail, Port 

Charlotte. Past and present customers 

can like Absolute Blinds’ Facebook page. 

For more information, visit 

www.absoluteblinds.com or call 

941-627-5444.
Absolute Blinds 

2842 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

call 941-627-5444

Count on the Best Service at Dr. D’s Auto Repair
Call Dr. D’s Auto Repair for all your 

auto repairs. Owner, Mike True, and 

his staff  are all ASE certifi ed and they 

off er the fi nest full service repair in 

this area. Dr. D’s repairs all types of 

vehicles including motor homes and 

four wheelers.  At Dr. D’s you can 

count on the best service, diagnostics, 

repairs, replacement parts, etc. Only 

superior quality replacement parts are 

used and rates are very reasonable. 

With the computerized engine analysis, 

you can be assured that the service 

required on your vehicle is necessary. 

True is well known as an excellent auto 

mechanic and the business enjoys an 

excellent reputation.  Dr. D’s is located 

at 23415 Janice Avenue in the Whidden 

Industrial Park in Charlotte Harbor and 

the phone number is 941-743-3677. 

For the best service at a reasonable 

price, call or stop by Dr. D’s Auto 

Repair.
Dr. D’s Auto Repair, 

23415 Janice Avenue in the 
Whidden Industrial Park in 

Charlotte Harbor

Advertisement Advertisement

BUSINESS Journal

D OES YOUR BUSINESS QUALIF Y?  CALL 941-205-6406adno=3765439-1
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golf, NFL, NHL, NBA, WNBA 
and college football games all 
in the same time period. It’s 
been a sports paradise for me. 
This week alone, I watched NFL 
games Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday night.

The only thing missing is 

the NCAA March Madness 
tournament. If  they would 
have thrown that into the mix, I 
would’ve had to take a vacation 
just to watch it all. There’s 
usually a long list of  recorded 
TV shows that I typically 
choose from when it’s time to 
wind down from work. Those 
show lists are getting very 
long and I’m running out of  
space on the DVR thanks to the 

sports overload. Between sports 
and news there’s no time for 
regular television. I miss a good 
sitcom.

We have our own sports 
paradise right here on the 
west coast of  Florida. We are 
so fortunate to have the Rays 
spring training home in Port 
Charlotte. This past year we 
landed the Braves in North 
Port. Now, it looks like the two 

teams might have an opportu-
nity to play each other in the 
World Series.

This could be a very inter-
esting World Series for our 
communities if  we end up with 
the Braves and Rays competing. 
It could spark a new rivalry for 
these spring training neighbors.

I’m looking forward to a new 
year with spring training back 
in Florida and COVID-19 being 

a memory of  the past. I’m also 
looking forward to going back 
to Tropicana Field to see the 
Rays battle my Yankees, and 
probably win again.

Glen Nickerson is the publisher 
and editor of  The Daily Sun. 
He can be reached at glen.
nickerson@yoursun.com.
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHARLOTTE COUNTY TV

Commissioner Ken Doherty (grey suit) and Commissioner Bill Truex (dark suit with giant scissors) stand with members of the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Committee and members of the construction team at the new Centennial Pool ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
October 1. The new pool is one of the many project funded by the 1 percent sales tax.

water quality projects. 
The water quality 
projects would expand 
the county’s sewer 
system to accommodate 
the steady stream 
of  homeowners and 
businesses that have 
septic systems but must 
now hook into sewers. 
The tax would not help 
those property owners 
directly. A 1996 attempt 
to use sales tax funds 
for that failed locally.

People who use public 
amenities tend to be big 
fans.

“Imagine what the 
city and our property 
tax bills would like like 
with the local option 
sales tax!” said Punta 
Gorda resident Carlton 
Hughes.

Punta Gorda gets 
10% of  revenues. 
Hughes said he couldn’t 
imagine life without the 
restored historic court-
house, improvements to 
the city’s Harborwalk, 
multi-use trails, lighting 
and Laishley Park.

In a state that has no 
income tax, the sales 
tax plays an outsized 
role in funding public 
projects. For the state 
as a whole, the sales tax 
funded more than 80% 
of  the budget in 2019, 
according to the U.S. 
Census.

Local governments 
can only use their sales 
tax surcharge on capital 
projects, such as roads, 
libraries, police sta-
tions, parks or school 
buildings. In Charlotte 
County, the 1-percent 
sales tax approved by 
voters in 2014 funded 
16.7% of  the county’s 
capital improvement 
projects in fiscal year 
2019. It was the second 

biggest funding source 
for capital projects after 
property taxes, which 
covered more than 30%. 
Some of  that property 
tax applied only to a 
single neighborhood. 
The gas tax, used only 
for road work, generat-
ed almost 12% of  capital 
funds for the county 
in 2019. Impact fees 
charged to developers 
generated less than 9%.

Sales tax advocates, 
with the county govern-
ment being the biggest 
cheerleader, point out 
that it brings in revenue 
from tourists or others 
who do not live here. 
Florida maintains its 
roads and parks to at-
tract hordes of  visitors 
every year. Why not get 
them to pay some of  the 
cost?

“There are people 
who visit for a few 
months every year to 
enjoy our community 
and our roads, our side-
walks, our libraries and 
more,” resident Eric 
Loche wrote in a letter 
to the editor recently. “I 
think they should bear 
some of  the costs.”

Sales tax advocates 
say non-residents 
provide at least 25% of  
the county’s sales tax 
revenue.

“Visitors use our stuff 
— they should help pay 
for it,” Loche added.

In answer to those 
who say the sales tax 
is regressive, or hurts 
low income people the 
most, Florida has made 
certain critical pur-
chases exempt from the 
sales tax. That includes 
prescription medicines 
and many groceries. 
The local sales tax does 
not apply on purchases 
above the $5,000 mark.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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sales tax.
He deems those euphe-

misms as more than seman-
tics. They are misleading 
he says. The tax is a 1% tax 
meaning that one penny per 
dollar purchase is added 
onto the cost of  taxable 
merchandise.

“Like any good flimflam, 
this one relies heavily 
on deceptive market-
ing,” Fucillo said of  the 
extension.

Posted on the Charlotte 
County Supervisor of  
Elections website, a sample 
ballot shows a header 
in capital letters saying, 
“EXTENSION OF ONE 
PERCENT (1%) LOCAL 
OPTION SALES TAX 
FROM JANUARY 1, 2021 TO 
DECEMBER 31, 2026.”

But where a voter fills 
in the bubbles for his or 
her choice, it reads, “FOR 
the one-cent sales tax” and 
“AGAINST the one-cent 
sales tax.”

“We are influenced by 
what we see and read on 
the ballot, especially if  it’s 
directly adjacent to the little 
oval box that we must fill 
in when we vote,” Fucillo 
suggested.

“The sales tax question 
fails to reflect the truth in 
that critically important 
area, and thus, any voting 
results from it should be 
void and nullified,” he said.

OTHER VOICES
Fucillo isn’t a lone voice 

in the wilderness with his 
opposition to the sales tax 
extension.

“It is about time frus-
trated citizens, tired of  
not being heard, vote no 
for the continuation of  the 
“one cent sales tax,” Port 
Charlotte resident Lloyd 
Stilson wrote in a Sun letter 
to the editor.

“Charlotte County 

commissioners have a 
spending problem. Never 
enough money and always 
wanting more. They want 
our money for their proj-
ects not for projects their 
constituents desire.

“This isn’t to say their 
projects aren’t worthy,” 
Stilson said. “Nonetheless, 
why don’t they support 
projects brought forth 
by citizens of  Charlotte 
County?”

The grassroots Charlotte 
County Curmudgeon 
Club has long acted as a 
watchdog or critic of  the 
county policies. One of  its 
members, Bill Southwick, 
voiced his objections in a 
Sun column last month in 
which he questioned the 
county pinning its hopes on 
the sales tax extension.

“Supporters of  the tax ar-
gue that the tax is not a new 
tax but rather an extension 
of  an existing tax. Another 
argument for the tax is that 
visitors to the area pay the 
tax. These are valid points,” 
Southwick concedes.

“But would it be reason-
able to give year-round 
residents a tax holiday 
during off season? The tax 
holiday is done several 
times during the year by 
the state for back-to-school 
items and hurricane 
supplies,” Southwick said.

“Citizens rarely have 
the opportunity to vote 
on whether to increase or 
decrease any county taxes. 
Many economists agree that 
a sales tax is a regressive 
tax,” he said. “Individuals 
earning minimum wage 
and senior citizens can least 
afford sales taxes but high 
wage earners not so much.”

The proponents and oppo-
nents will have to wait until 
Nov. 3 with everyone else to 
see whether voters will let 
the sales tax ride another 
six years.

Email: steve.reilly@
yoursun.com
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Sales tax 2020 lists

2020 Sales Tax Extension

If approved by voters in November, 2020, the 1% local 

option sales tax will be extended for six more years. 

From 2021 to 2026, one cent on each dollar spent in 

Charlotte County will fund the following projects:

TIER 1
Schools 

Charlotte County Public Schools – School Security 

Upgrades

Public Infrastructure and Utilities

Water Quality Infrastructure

Family Services Center – Phase 2

Edgewater Drive Phases 3-5 Design and Phase 4 

Construction

Harborview Road

Public Safety

New Fire Station 17

Airport Rescue and Firefighting Training Prop

Radio Management Warehouse

CCSO Administration/911

Fire Station 6 Replacement

Fire Station 3 Replacement

CCSO District 4 and Training Complex

Quality of Life

Port Charlotte Beach Park Recreation Center 

Renovation

G.C. Herring Park

William R. Gaines Jr. Veterans Memorial Park

Bicycle, Pedestrian Sidewalks and Trails

TIER 2
Water Quality – Vacuum Stations

CCSO District 2 Office

Charlotte Sports Park Renovation

South County Annex

Edgewater Drive – Phase 3

Port Charlotte Beach Park Pool

Library Renovations

BY BETSY CALVERT, STAFF WRITER

“We are 
influenced by 

what we see and 
read on the ballot, 

especially if it’s 
directly adjacent 
to the little oval 

box that we 
must fill in when 

we vote.”
Jim Fucillo

Port Charlotte resident

By DAVID KLEPPER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The 
email from a political action 
committee seemed harmless: if  
you support Joe Biden, it urged, 
click here to make sure you’re 
registered to vote.

But Harvard University grad-
uate student Maya James did 
not click. Instead, she Googled 
the name of  the soliciting PAC. 
It didn’t exist — a clue the email 
was a phishing scam from 
swindlers trying to exploit the 
U.S. presidential election as a 
way to steal peoples’ personal 
information.

“There was not a trace of  
them,” James, 22, said. “It was 
a very inconspicuous email, but 
I noticed it used very emotional 
language, and that set off alarm 
bells.” She deleted the message, 
but related her experience on 
social media to warn others.

American voters face an espe-
cially pivotal, polarized election 
this year, and scammers 
here and abroad are taking 

notice — posing as fundraisers 
and pollsters, impersonating 
candidates and campaigns, and 
launching fake voter registra-
tion drives. It’s not votes they’re 
after, but to win a voter’s trust, 
personal information and 
maybe a bank routing number.

The Federal Bureau of  
Investigation, the Better 
Business Bureau and cyberse-
curity experts have recently 
warned of  new and increasingly 
sophisticated online fraud 
schemes that use the election 
as an entry, reflecting both the 
proliferation of  political misin-
formation and intense interest 
in this year’s presidential and 
Senate races.

“Psychologically, these 
scams play to our desire to do 
something — to get involved, 
to donate, to take action,” said 
Sam Small, chief  security 
officer at ZeroFOX, a Baltimore, 
Maryland-based digital security 
firm.

Online grifters regularly shift 
tactics to fit current events, 
whether they are natural 

disasters, a pandemic or an 
election, according to Small. 
“Give them something to work 
with and they’ll find a way to 
make a dollar,” he said.

Foreign adversaries like 
Russia, China and Iran get 
much of  the blame for creating 
fake social media accounts and 
spreading deceptive election 
information, largely because 
of  efforts by groups linked to 
the Kremlin to interfere in the 
2016 U.S. presidential election. 
In many instances, foreign 
disinformation campaigns make 
use of  the same tools pioneered 
by cybercriminals: fake social 
media accounts, realistic look-
ing websites and and suspicious 
links.

Online scams have flourished 
as so many of  life’s routines 
move online during the pan-
demic. The FBI reported that 
complaints to its cybercrime 
reporting site jumped from 1,000 
a day to 3,000-4,000 a day since 
the pandemic began.

Now, the final weeks of  a 
contentious election are giving 

scammers yet another opportu-
nity to strike.

The FBI warned Americans 
this month to watch out for elec-
tion-related “spoofing,” when 
a scammer creates a campaign 
website or email address almost 
identical to a real one. A small 
misspelling or a slight change 
— using .com instead of  .gov, 
for instance — are tell-tale signs 
of  fraud, the agency said.

Investigators at ZeroFOX 
routinely scan dark corners of  
the internet to identify threats 
against its customers. This sum-
mer, they found a large cache 
of  personal data for sale. The 
data dump included the phone 
numbers, ages and other basic 
demographic information for 
thousands of  Americans. What 
made the data remarkable was 
that it also contained partisan 
affiliation, the “cherry on top” 
for anyone interested in buying 
the material, Small said.

“Someone could use that to 
pretend to be a political action 
committee raising money, 
to try to get your personal 

information or your account 
numbers,” he said.

In 2018, scammers posed as 
employees from the non-prof-
it voting advocacy group 
TurboVote and phoned people 
in Georgia, Washington and at 
least three other states asking 
them to register to vote. The 
calls prompted complaints to 
state election officials, who 
issued a public warning.

Voters should be cautious 
of  claims that sound too good 
to be true, fraud experts say. 
Before donating to any group 
that reached out by email or 
text, check their website or look 
to see if  they’re registered as a 
charity or campaign. Does the 
organization have a physical 
location and phone number? 
Scammers often do not.

Beware of pushy pollsters or 
fundraisers, or emails or web-
sites that use emotionally loaded 
language that makes you angry 
or fearful, a tactic that experts 
say plays on human psychology. 
And don’t reveal personal 
information over the phone.

Scammers seize on US election
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SALE!

SALE!SALE!

SALE! 65”  $529

43”  $27955”  $399

75”  $849
UN65TU7000FUN75TU7000F

UN43TU7000FUN55TU7000F

SALE!SSSASASASASASASASSASASS LE! 65” $5299999999975” $849

Purchase           or more kitchen  
appliances and get package  
discounts and big rebates!

MATCHING 
DRYER

SALE!
$629
GDF630PSMSS

24” Full Console 
Smart Dishwasher

Wi-Fi, 3rd Rack 
Dry Boost, Hard 

Food Disposer, 16 
Place Setting

24 “ Fully  
Integrated 
Dishwasher

15 Place Settings 
6 Wash Cycles 

42 dBA
StormWash 
Express 60

Fingerprint Resistant

24” Full Console 
Dishwasher

ProBake 
Convection

30” Slide-in 
Electric Range

6.3 cu.ft. capacity,  
9”/6” 3,200w Ultra-
Heat Power Burner,  

5 Smoothtop Elements

SALE!
$1,499

LSE4613BD

SALE!
$749

JB655SKSS

30” Freestanding 
Range 
5.3 cu.ft.

SALE!
$699

NE59R4321SS

30” Freestanding 
Electric Range

SALE!
$449$$444444444499999

WHITE SHE3AR72UC

SALE!
$549

STAINLESS SHE3AR75UC

SALE!
$849
DW80R7061US

1.8 cu.ft. 1,000w  
over-range microwave

ME19R7041FS

22.1 cu.ft. 
Counter Depth 
French Door 
Refrigerator

Quiet 48 dBA

H 693/4” x W 353/4” x D 311/4”

LFXC22526S

LRE3083ST

LDF5545ST
ProBake 

Convection

30” Self-Cleaning 
Slide-In range

2.0 cu.ft. 1,000w  
over-range microwave

H 707/8” x W 357/8” x D 311/2”

Convection
KRFC704FSS

KSEG700ESS

KMHS120ESS

H 701/16“ x W 357/8” x D 331/2”

36” 
27.4  cu.ft.  

Side by Side 
Refrigerator

RS27T5200SR

48dBA sound level

DW80R5060US

Freestanding 
Range

NE59T7511SS

Convection

2.0 cu.ft. Over-the-Range 
Microwave Oven

LMV2031ST

Save
$1,340!

Save
$2,200!

save
$962!

24” Top Control 
Built-In Dishwasher

KDTM404KPS

23.8 cu.ft. 
French Door 
Refrigerator

Counter-Depth

Counter-Depth

REBATE

REBATEREBATE

MSRP: $8,198

MSRP: $6,049MSRP: $4,199

SALE

SALESALE

$7,236

$3,849$2,859

AFTER $200 
MAIL-IN REBATE

AFTER $427 
MAIL-IN REBATE

AFTER $317 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Fan
Convection

® Copyright Bill Smith, Inc. 2020. All rights reserved. *See store for details. Finance offers available to approved applicants on retail sales only. Minimum or equal payments required. †Price Match Guarantee does not apply to internet quotes, companies in bankruptcy, outlet stores, warehouse-type reduced service companies, early-bird specials, limited time offers or limited quantity items. If you find an identical 
model in a carton from a local stocking dealer we will refund the difference. Factory rebates elegible on applicable models only. No dealers. Closeout specials in limited quantities. All models not at all locations. Prices valid through 10/18/20. Manufacturer rebates valid through date of Ad. See store for additional details.

 Family Owned & Operated since 1954
 145 1st Place Reader’s Choice Awards
 Lowest Price Guaranteed

12-Months No-Interest Financing
 Largest Brand Selection
 Company Owned Service Center

est. 1954
 Expert Advice. Always the Best Price BILL SMITH SERVICE 

CENTER 
Toll-free  800.226.1127 
Lee  239.334.1121

APPLIANCE PARTS 
Toll-free  888.229.3862

27” 4.5 cu. ft. Front 
Load Washer

27” 7.4 cu. ft. 
Electric Dryer

H 697/8” x W 353/4” x D 311/4”H 701/4“ x W 353/4” x D 303/4”

36” 22.1 cu.ft. French Door Refrigerator36” 23.5 cu.ft. French Door Refrigerator

 36” 27.8 cu.ft. French Door Refrigerator

H 697/8” x W 353/4” x D 361/4”

SALE!
$3,099

PYD22KBLTS

27” 5.0 cu.ft. Top 
Load Washer

27” 7.4 cu.ft. Electric 
Dryer with Sensor Dry

SALE!
$719

WASHER WA50R5200AW

SALE!
$719

DRYER DVE50R5200W

MATCHING 
DRYER

SALE!
$2,599

GFE28GMKES

MSALE!
DRYER DLE3400W

$629

SALE!
$629

WASHER WM3400CW

H 697/8” x W 353/4” x D 361/4”H 697/8” W 353/4” D 361/4”

36” 27.8 cu.ft. French Door  
Refrigerator

PFE28KYN

Tall Tub Dishwasher 
with Fully Integrated 

Controls

PDP715SYN

2.1 cu.ft. 1,050w  
over-range microwave

PVM9005SJSS

Save
$1,148! REBATE

SALE

AFTER $500 
MAIL-IN REBATE

MSRP: $5,818

$4,670

SALE!
$2,799

LRFXC2416S

Just North of 
Cochran Blvd.

941.624.5555

Port Charlotte 
Murdock Plaza

Look for the big 

1700 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

M-S 9:30am-5:30pm 
Sun 11am-5pm

Founders
Bill & Mary Alice Smith

SALE!
$899
DRYER GFD65ESSN

28” 4.8 cu.ft. 
Front Load Smart 

Washer

28” 7.8 cu.ft. 
Front Load Smart 

Electric Dryer

SALE!
$899

WASHER GFW650SSN

Voted Best Place to Buy!  145   1ST Place Reader’s Choice Awards!  

BillSmith.com

SALE! 65”  $1,049
65NANO85

SALE! 55”  $849
55NANO85

SALE! 49”  $599
49NANO85

4K Smart UHD NanoCell TV w/ AI ThinQ®

webOS + ThinQ AI w/ Magic Remote

4k Ultra HD

4K Crystal UHD 2160p LED Smart TV with HDR

75”LED 55”LED 43”LED65”LED

65”LED 55”LED 49”LED
MATCHING 

DRYER

36” 28.2 cu.ft.  French Door Refrigerator

H 70” x W 353/4” x D 353/8”

SALE!
$1,799

RF28T5001SG

Internal 
Water 
Faucet

Sensor 
Dry

Sensor 
Dry

Fresh 
Vent

Power
Steam

6Motion™ 
Technology

est. 1954

Appliances & Electronics

6.3 cu.ft. Slide-in Range

TwinChill

TwinChill

- Shop Your Way -

Shop
In Person
7 Locations BillSmith.com

Virtually
1-888-BillSmith

Call us

Convection

PB935YP

30” Smart Free-
Standing Range

Celebrating 66 years of serving SW Florida!

Savings!Fall Festival
of

ad
no

=
37

68
28

2-
1
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* On Purchases $300 or more with the Furniture Warehouse credit card made between October 18, 2020 and October 17, 2021. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full 
within 12 months, by October 2021. Minimum Monthly Payments required. Offer applies to only single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial 
promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment 
that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. All prices include Hot Buys or Coupon savings. Terms of promotions - Previous purchase excluded, cannot be combined with any other promotion 
or discount. Promotion offers exclude Hot Buys, floor models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery, or service charge. ** Next Day Delivery or Pick Up during Covid pertains to  in-stock merchandise.

Stores Hours:  Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 11-6

PORT CHARLOTTE 1241 El Jobean Rd (across Sam’s) 941-764-8700
VENICE 550 S Seaboard Ave (on 41 Bypass) 941-485-3211
SOUTH SARASOTA 5252 S Tamiami Trail (at Phillippi Creek) 941-260-9601
NORTH SARASOTA 4027 N Washington Blvd (Hwy 301) 941-351-8600
BRADENTON 1100 Cortez Rd W (corner US Hwy 41) 941-749-6069
ELLENTON 5814 18th Street East (across Premium Outlets) 941-479-7900

Style and comfort
Tailored look with clean lines,  
flared arms and box cushions.

$39999
SOFA

Clean and crisp
Queen headboard, storage footboard,  
rails, dresser and mirror. Also in brown & white.

$69999

Simple elegance

Perfect for smaller spaces. Round  
dining table and 4 chairs. Also in gray.

$39999
5-PC

Continuous support

Beautyrest® Daydream Plush 
Queen Mattress. All Sizes Available.

$39999

Stylish leather

Leather sofa. Loveseat & sleeper  
available. Also in cream and gray.

$59999
SOFA

F U R N I T U R E
Entertain. Engage. Escape.

Perfect retreat

Queen headboard, storage footboard,  
rails, dresser and mirror. Also in brown.

$99999

ad
no

=
37

69
92

3-
1
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Political advertisement paid for and approved 
by David Jones, Democrat, for Florida House of 

Representatives District 75.

Visit davidjones2020.com 
and take the survey

We Need New Leadership 
That Votes In Your 

Best Interest 
Not Special Interest

VOTE DAVID JONES
FL HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 75

ad
no

=3
76
97
67
-1

Here some of the differences:
COVID-19 RESPONSE
”Tallahassee Insider”                                                                                                      
“The president turned the COVID-19 response over to the Governors and therefore the Legislators of the 

state. The Government of our state, at least, is all about the economy. The Governor is in lockstep with the 

President, who is doing very little to deal with this deadly disease. The President has stated: “ We are at war 

with this virus.” Since when do we put children and seniors on the frontline? 

 “Best Interest of the People” 

Encourage counties and municipalities to follow the science to fl atten the curve. With snowbirds coming 

back and tourists soon to follow, we must wear masks when social distancing is not possible. I believe we will 

move past this disease sooner rather than later if we follow the science. Long-term damage from COVID is 

unknown but I know for sure that we must protect our seniors and children as we always have, regardless of 

the economic effects.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
“Tallahassee Insider” 

After several years of neglect, it appeared as if Tallahassee was going to spend a modest amount of 

funds on the environment. We should take a closer look at what happened in Charlotte County. HB 4315 

Countryman Ackerman Septic To Sewer was passed by the Legislature and touted as a huge achievement for 

FL HD 75. Three months later the $2 million bill was vetoed by Governor DeSantis. HB 4317 Punta Gorda 

Boca Grande Water Quality Improvements with an appropriation of $1 million suffered the same fate.  

Saying you are going to do something and following it through to the fi nish are two different things. 

We deserve better. We do not need games. Grant is not the solution, he is part of the problem, putting our 

environment at risk.

 “Best Interest of the People”
We must have an infusion of funds into Charlotte County to maintain and then improve our piece of 

paradise. We need funds to slow down and then reverse the environmental axis of evil: phosphates, nitrates 

and carbons. Phosphates and nitrates cause Blue-Green Algae.  Blue-Green Algae has been shown to cause 

or accelerate Alzheimer’s, ALS and Parkinson’s by the University of Miami. Nitrate and phosphates also 

“fertilize” the red tide. Another bout of the red tide could devastate our economy and decrease our housing 

value. 

We need to control red tide through increased research and that will take increased funding at both the 

state and federal level.

As for carbons, we need a carbon-free energy grid by 2035. 

While we are at it, we need to bring high-paying renewable jobs to Charlotte County. What county in 

the state can combine wind, solar and tidal as we can. David Jones will work with our commissioners and 

councilpersons to make this happen.

HEALTHCARE
“Tallahassee Insider” 
Even though 38 other states, RED and BLUE, have taken advantage of expanded Medicaid, Florida has 

not. Grant says it would cost Florida money. It should be noted, the 38 other states disagree.

We have not heard much from Tallahassee on pre-existing conditions. The silence is deafening. 

Last but not least, we need to bring down the cost of prescription drugs. This may be a hard sell in 

Tallahassee with so many of our elected offi cials - like Michael Grant - taking money from big drug makers 

such as Bristol Myers Squibb.

 “Best Interest of the People”
The 38 States are right when it comes to Medicaid Expansion. Let the people decide by putting it on the 

ballot in 2022 with a simple majority rule vote.

Florida will benefi t from $14 Billion of new federal funding over the next fi ve years at a cost of $550 million 

over the same period. This is a great deal for Florida. More than 800,000 people across the state, up to 

8,000 in Charlotte County would be covered immediately. This would help our hospitals and their employees 

survive these trying times.  

Pre-existing condition coverage needs to be guaranteed to all Floridians at a fair cost. We need Legislative 

action now to avoid high-risk pools that could cost 10 times the current rate.  

We need to be sure all people of Florida with pre-existing conditions are covered, even if Washington takes 

this provision away.

When I started posting on Social Media about prescription drug costs, I received a $1,000 contribution 

from a lawyer for Bristol Myers Squibb. I returned the money that day. I will not take money from political 

action committees that try to get Florida Political Insiders to vote against the best interest of the people.  

We need a prescription drug board to cap the high prices we pay for prescription drugs. 

We need to stop “Pay to Delay” and force drug manufacturers to show just cause for signifi cant price hikes.

HOME RULE
“Tallahassee Insider”
The legislature continues its attacks on Home Rule led by Michael Grant’s two attempts at passing HB 3. 

HB3 would take regulatory powers away from Chartered counties and Municipalities and give it to the 

Lobbyists, who currently have way too much power over our  Legislature.  

 “Best Interest of the People”
The Charlotte County Commission and Punta Gorda Council should decide what is best for their people, 

not Tallahassee Lobbyists who give many perks to our elected Tallahassee Insiders. 

 I believe in direct democracy. 

I believe that our “local voices make the best choices.” 

I will work with our local offi cials to improve the quality of life for all residents of FL HD 75.  

SENIORS
“Tallahassee Insider”
Social Security and Medicare are Federal Issues. They think there is 

nothing we can do at the state level. Our seniors are at the mercy of 

Washington. When payroll taxes are cut, it helps the bottom line of 

businesses like Michael Grants. They wash their hands of any attempt 

to protect Social Security and Medicare.

“Best Interest of the People”
We need to press Senators, Rick Scott and Marco Rubio to 

protect our Social Security and Medicare.  

According to SOE, Charlotte County has the second 

oldest median age in the country. We need to speak 

as one voice to protect the best interests of our 

seniors. David Jones will not be silent on this subject 

and will do everything he can to improve our seniors 

quality of life. 

After elected, David Jones will be donating his 

salary, after expenses, back to the community!  

Visit  davidjones2020.com to 
learn more. 

In the “Sun View Point” on 10/4/2020, the “Sun” examined some differences between Florida HD 75 Incumbent Michael Grant and Challenger David Jones calling it an “interesting 

race.” Identifying David Jones as a “solid challenger.” David’s actions will be “in the best interests of the people of Charlotte County’s HD75. David Jones is honored by this 

description. “The Sun” compared Michael Grant’s “infl uence and knowledge of the ins and outs of Tallahassee.” This would make Mr. Grant a “Tallahassee Insider” which in this 

political environment could be interpreted as greedy and selfi sh or concerned about their own business interests. Let’s look at the different issues from the view of the “Tallahassee 

Insider” versus the “Best Interest of the People.”
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SAN FRANCISCO 
(AP) — A free speech 
demonstration staged 
by conservative activists 
quickly fell apart in 
downtown San Francisco 
on Saturday after several 
hundred counterpro-
testers surged the area, 
outnumbering and 
attacking those gathered, 

including knocking one in 
the mouth.

A photographer work-
ing for The Associated 
Press witnessed an 
activist with Team Save 
America taken away in an 
ambulance and an injured 
San Francisco police 
officer on the ground by 
San Francisco’s United 

Nations Plaza.
Team Save America 

organized the rally to 
protest Twitter, which it 
said squelches conserva-
tive speech.

Members of  the group 
wore red “Make America 
Great Again” Trump 
campaign hats and 
carried pro-police “Thin 
Blue Line” flags and U.S. 
flags.

Philip Anderson, the 
organizer of  the event, 
posted photos to social 
media of  his bloody 
mouth with a front tooth 
missing and another 
hanging loosely. He said 
anti-fascist protesters 
attacked him “for no 
reason.”

Anderson took the 
stage at about 1 p.m. and 
was greeted by chants and 
plastic water bottles and 
glass bottles thrown over 
police barricades.

The event was canceled, 
although both sides 
lingered in the area into 
the afternoon.

Messages left with the 
San Francisco Police 
Department were not 
immediately returned 
Saturday.

Anderson called 
the counterprotesters 
hypocrites and said they 
are the reason why he’s 
voting for President 
Donald Trump.

“I love America, I love 
this country and I love 
free speech,” he said.

Conservatives at 
free speech rally 

attacked by critics

NOAH BERGER

A counter-protester, who declined to give his name, prepares to hit a 
conservative free speech rally organizer in San Francisco on Saturday. About 
a dozen pro-Trump demonstrators were met by several hundred counter-
protesters as they tried to rally.

Save
More
with 
Generac

Power your home and save 
money with PWRcell, Generac’s 
revolutionary solar + battery 
storage system. Full installation 
services available. 

FREE
VIRTUAL QUOTING 
NOW AVAILABLE!

$0 MONEY DOWN 
FINANCING AVAILABLE*

*Financing off ered by an  
 authorized Generac partner

REQUEST A FREE, 
NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY! 
(833) 851-6460
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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Best rate available to well qualified borrowers with under 80% Combined Loan to Value (CLTV). 
Assumes auto-pay from LMCU checking account. Your rate may be higher based on your specific CLTV, term, and credit score. 

Rates as of 9/2/2020. Rates subject to change after account opening. HELOC rates are variable and based on the current 
index margin; rates will not exceed 12%. Home Equity loans are available for properties located in Michigan and limited 
counties in Florida. Fees may differ in Florida. Terms, loan amount maximums, and other restrictions apply. Call or see 
branch for details. $5 membership required if not a member. NMLS#442967

Our numbers speak 
louder than words.
3.00% APR* home 
equity line of credit.

You’ve heard the phrase, “we’re all in this together” so many 
times you’re saying it in your sleep. At LMCU, we’re putting our 
money where our mouth is with special low rates to help you pay 
less on  the things you need most, like 3.00% APR* on a home 
equity line of credit. Borrow and spend just like a credit card, but 
without  the high interest rate. Use the money for:

• A new kitchen • A new bathroom

• A new roof • New siding

• New windows • A real home office

You can even use the money to consolidate
high-interest debt. 

Visit HomeEquity.LMCU.org to get started
or to schedule an appointment at your
local branch
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Pay less on the things you need most.
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2014 FORD MUSTANG V6
A6202-A

$16,490

STOCK #:

2004 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
A6215-M

$6,990

STOCK #:

2018 DODGE JOURNEY SE
A6205-O

$18,990

STOCK #:

2018 NISSAN TITAN SV
G5110-MS

$33,988

STOCK #:

2020 FORD F150 LARIAT
G5115-MS

$46,988

STOCK #:

2016 CHEVROLET 
G5094-A

$27,488

STOCK #:

2014 FORD EDGE SEL
G5075-M

$12,988

STOCK #:

2017 FORD EXPEDITION
A6199-O

$31,490

STOCK #:

2015 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 
A6207-A

$15,990

STOCK #:

2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER 
A6211-O

$34,490

STOCK #:

2016 DODGE CHALLENGER 
G5126-MS

$27,990

STOCK #:

2015 KIA SORENTO LX
G5047-T

$11,988

STOCK #:

2015 FORD F150 LARIAT 
G5111-T

$33,988

STOCK #:

2016 MASERATI GHIBLI S
G5093-O

$32,988

STOCK #:

2019 CHEVROLET MALIBU 
A6210-O

$19,690

STOCK #:

2019 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN 
A6209-O

$42,990

STOCK #:

2017 JEEP COMPASS 
A6218-O

$19,990

STOCK #:

2015 FORD MUSTANG V6
G5061-A

$17,988

STOCK #:

2017 SUBARU OUTBACK 2.5I 
G5082-M

$18,988

STOCK #:

2019 FORD RANGER XL 
G5120-MS

$28,988

STOCK #:

2018 JEEP COMPASS 
G5078-A

$16,988

STOCK #:

2017 TOYOTA COROLLA L
A6224-T

$15,990

STOCK #:

2016 LINCOLN MKZ FWD
A6226-G

$17,990

STOCK #:

2009 FORD FOCUS SE
A5421-RRR

$4,990

STOCK #:

2019 CADILLAC XT5 
G5086-A

$29,988

STOCK #:

2018 SUBARU WRX 
G5113-T

$27,488

STOCK #:

2019 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
G5095-M

$24,988

STOCK #:

2017 FORD FUSION SE 
G5089-A

$15,988

STOCK #:

2016 NISSAN ROGUE SL
A6220-T

$17,990

STOCK #:

2016 FORD F150 XLT 
A6227-G

$26,990

STOCK #:

2019 CHEVROLET EXPRESS 
A6184-A

$22,990

STOCK #:

2017 FORD EXPEDITION
G5066-O

$27,988

STOCK #:

2019 DODGE JOURNEY GT
G5106-O

$19,988

STOCK #:

2019 CHEVROLET TAHOE 
G5114-MS

$42,988

STOCK #:

2016 BUICK VERANO
G5118-O

$12,988

STOCK #:

2018 FORD F250 XLT 
A6216-O

$47,990

STOCK #:

2018 RAM 1500 REBEL
A6219-T

$31,490

STOCK #:

2017 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT
G5125-G

$15,990

STOCK #:

2019 FORD F150 XL
G5092-M

$24,788

STOCK #:

2019 FORD F250 SUPER 
G5102-O

$47,988

STOCK #:

2018 FORD MUSTANG 
G5124-MS

$21,988

STOCK #:

2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
G5112-T

$15,988

STOCK #:

Gene Gorman’s Family Motors 
4380 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte

Gene Gorman’s PremierAuto Sales 
1305 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda

Gene’s “Dirt Cheap” Cars 
3305 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda

CALL US: (941) 269-1888
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By STEFANIE DAZIO 
 and ELLIOT SPAGAT

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — 
Mexico’s former defense 
secretary helped a cartel 
smuggle thousands of  
kilograms of  cocaine, 
heroin, methamphet-
amine and marijuana 
into the United States 
in exchange for bribes, 
according to court docu-
ments unsealed Friday.

Gen. Salvador 
Cienfuegos Zepeda, 72, 
acted on behalf  of  the 
H-2 cartel while defense 
secretary from 2012 
to 2018 under former 
President Enrique Pena 
Nieto, authorities said.

Thousands of  intercept-
ed BlackBerry messages 
show the general ensured 

military operations 
were not conducted 
against the cartel, and 
that operations were 
initiated against rivals, 
according to prosecutors. 
Cienfuegos allegedly 
introduced cartel leaders 
to other corrupt Mexican 
officials.

Cienfuegos — also 
known as “El Padrino,” 
or “The Godfather,” 
according to the 
indictment — is accused 
of  alerting cartel leaders 
to a U.S. law enforcement 
investigation into its 
operations and the use 
of  cooperating witnesses 
and informants, which 
resulted in the murder 
of  a member of  the 
cartel that leaders 
incorrectly believed 
was assisting U.S. law 

enforcement authorities.
Intercepted com-

munications between 
Cienfuegos and a 

senior cartel leader 
discussed the general’s 
historical assistance to 
another drug trafficking 

organization, as well 
as communications in 
which the defendant is 
identified by name, title 
and photograph as the 
Mexican government 
official assisting the H-2 
cartel, authorities said.

Mexico authorities 
don’t identify any 
drug cartel as H-2, 
which, according to 
U.S. officials, was led 
by Juan Francisco 
Patrón Sánchez. Instead, 
Mexican officials alleged 
Patrón Sánchez was a 
regional leader of  the 
Beltrán Leyva drug 
cartel. He was killed in 
2017 in a shootout with 
Mexican marines.

U.S. authorities said 
in court documents that 
the cartel had numerous 
distribution cells in the 
U.S. when Cienfuegos led 
the Mexican military, in-
cluding Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas, Ohio, Minnesota, 
North Carolina and New 
York.

In Mexico, the cartel 
is accused of  trafficking 
hundreds of  firearms and 
committing “countless 
acts of  horrific violence, 
including torture and 
murder, in order to 
protect against chal-
lenges from rival drug 
trafficking organizations, 
fight for territory and 
silence those who would 
cooperate with law 
enforcement.”

Cienfuegos made an 
initial court appearance 
Friday by video from 
his Los Angeles deten-
tion facility, wearing a 
dark-colored jacket and 
a face mask. He had an 
interpreter but answered 
U.S. District Judge 
Alexander MacKinnon’s 
procedural questions in 
English, saying “yes” and 
“yes, your honor.”

The judge ordered 
Cienfuegos held without 
bail until a hearing 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. 

Cienfuegos was indict-
ed by a grand jury in the 
Eastern District of  New 
York on Aug. 14, 2019, on 
charges of  conspiracy to 
participate in internation-
al distribution of  heroin, 
cocaine, methamphet-
amine and marijuana and 
money laundering. He 
could face a mandatory 
sentence of  at least 10 
years in prison if  con-
victed on the conspiracy 
charges.

Federal prosecutors 
asked that Cienfuegos 
be denied bail, saying 
he is a major flight risk. 
They say he last visited 
the United States in 
March 2019, and if  he 
were captured in Mexico, 
extradition to the U.S. 
could take years.

“While the United 
States and Mexico have 
an extradition treaty, it 
will be extremely difficult 
to apprehend the defen-
dant in Mexico if  the 
H-2 Cartel and powerful 
former government 
officials shield him,” Seth 
DuCharme, acting U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern 
District of  New York, 
wrote the court.

The Drug Enforcement 
Administration, which 
issued the arrest warrant, 
declined to comment .

Cienfuegos was expect-
ed to be transferred to 
New York, where his case 
is being handled. He was 
arrested Thursday as he 
arrived at Los Angeles 
International Airport.

Cienfuegos is the 
highest-ranking former 
Cabinet official arrested 
since top Mexican securi-
ty official Genaro Garcia 
Luna was taken into 
custody in Texas in 2019. 
Garcia Luna, who served 
under former President 
Felipe Calderón, has 
pleaded not guilty to drug 
trafficking charges.

The arrest of  
Cienfuegos is a tough 
blow for Mexico, where 
the army and navy are 
some of  the few remain-
ing respected public 
institutions.

Mexico’s current 
president, Andres Manuel 
López Obrador, has 
vowed to go after cor-
ruption and lawbreaking 
under past administra-
tions, but he has relied 
more heavily on the 
army — and given it 
more tasks, ranging from 
building infrastructure 
projects to distributing 
medical supplies — than 
any other president in 
recent history.

Authorities: Top Mexico official helped smuggle drugs

AP FILE PHOTO

Mexico’s top diplomat says the country’s former defense secretary, Gen. 
Salvador Cienfuegos, has been arrested in Los Angeles. Foreign Relations 
Secretary Marcelo Ebrard wrote Thursday, in his Twitter account that U.S. 
Ambassador Christopher Landau had informed him of Cienfuegos’ arrest.

DPA (TNS)

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran 
said on Saturday that it 
would enter into talks 
with Ukraine next week 
over compensation for the 
accidental shoot-down 
of  a passenger plane in 
January, resulting in 176 
deaths.

Talks are to begin on 
Monday, when experts 
will first investigate the 
technical and legal details 
of  the incident, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohsen 
Baharwand told the ISNA 
news agency.

The Ukrainian 
International Airlines 
(UIA) Boeing 737 was 
shot down by Iranian air 
forces shortly after take-
off on January 8, killing 
all 176 people on board.

Passengers were from 
Ukraine, Iran, Canada, 
Afghanistan, Britain and 
Sweden.

Iran had initially 
blamed the crash on 
a technical problem, 
but then admitted to 
unintentionally shooting 

down the airliner amid 
heightened tensions with 
U.S. forces in neighboring 
Iraq.

In its final report on the 
crash from mid-July, the 
Iranian aviation agency 
spoke of  “human error,” 
saying a malfunctioning 
radar system caused 
communication problems 
with the responsible 
military unit.

Last month, Iran said 
it would negotiate the 
payment of  damages to 
relatives of  the victims.

In August, the Iranian 
Central Insurance 
Organization had still 
declined compensation for 
victims’ relatives, saying 
the plane was insured by 
Ukrainian and European 
companies, which 
should therefore pay the 
damages.

However, the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry then 
declared it was willing “in 
principle” to pay damages 
as soon as technical 
and legal aspects were 
clarified.

Iran, Ukraine to 
discuss compensation 
for passenger plane 

shoot-down

Lic. #CGC1514713

NFIN TE
(941) 312-4455 • www.infi nitesarasota.com

Infi nite Dreams...
   Infi nite Possibilities

Brian Higgins, 
Owner, with 
son Kyle

Build your sanctuary

We bring the showroom to you!

We’ve all been spending a lot more 
time at home lately. If your home is 
like most, your kitchen is likely at the 
center of it all. So if you’re going to 
make the biggest splash with your home 
improvement dollars, it only makes 
sense that you start here...in the middle 
of it all: where you and your family start 
your day, linger over a cup of coffee or 
tea with a friend or neighbor, prepare 
your meals, plan your days and gather 
each evening with those you are about 
most as the day winds down.

The kitchen is the heart of 
your home. It deserves to be 
just right.
And when your kitchen is just right, your 
bath & powder rooms are the next stop. 
We can help you make them the special 
spaces you envision too.

You’ve got big ideas. 
We specialize in bringing them to life.

If we do have the privledge of coming into your home during 
these stay-at-home times, we have put extensive guidelines 

in place to guarantee everyone’s safety.

Hurricane Windows 
& Doors for added 
Energy Savings, Safety 
& Peace of Mind
With impact windows 
and doors, your family is 
protected from hurricane 
winds and rain. Giving you 
peace of mind knowing you 
are investing in your most 
valuable asset.

AMERICAN MADE PRODUCTS     Senior and Veteran Discounts

Start your dream kitchen or 
bath today.

Expires 10/31/20FREE with Every Replace or Reface!
Granite Countertop NO 

GIMMICK 
ZONE

You Will Always
 Be Given Our Best

Price First!

Infi nite Home Improvements
7004 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231
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We Can See You,
Six Days A Week!

Meet Our Doctors.

$99 Q Vision Special*

Dr. Debra McCracken
Dr. Debra McCracken received a Master 
of Science degree in physiological optics 

and has specialized training in laser vision 
correction. Her passion for making a 

difference in the world is expressed in the 
way she cares for all her patients.

Dr. Denise Billings
Dr. Billings has decades of experience 

caring for her patients with respect 
and kindness. When she’s not helping 
her patients see the world more clearly, 
Dr. Billings enjoys exploring the great 

outdoors with her family.

Our Port Charlotte Tamiami clinic is now open Monday through Saturday so you 
have more time in the week to care for one of your most precious assets – your eyes. 

New patients can make an appointment on a Friday or Saturday to receive our $99 
Q Vision Special* that includes:

    Complete eye exam  
    Eyeglass prescription 
    Complete pair of eyeglasses with frame
    FREE polarized sunglasses
Whether it’s your first eye exam, or you require treatment for cataracts or glaucoma, 
our team of vision specialists provide the highest level of compassionate care to 
ensure you maintain your best vision through every stage of life.

Make an appointment today. And choose a time on Friday or Saturday to receive the 
$99 Q Vision Special.

*$99 Q Vision Special is good only at our Port Charlotte Tamiami location on Friday or Saturday. New patients only. Expires October 31, 2020. Offer includes any frame up to $85. Frame selection may vary by store location. 
Only valid for Single Vision or Bifocal CR-39 Clear Lenses. Free Polarized Sunglasses are for Polaroid Brand only. Cannot be combined with any other coupon, offer, vision care plan, eye exams/contact lens fittings, package 
pricing, or prior orders. Additional charges apply. See one of our Licensed Opticians for further details. Patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to cancel payment, or be reimbursed for any other 

service, examination or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

941-740-8779
Visit QuigleyEye.com         

fty

2135 Tamiami Trail • Port Charlotte, FL 33948
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By ANITA SNOW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Thousands of  mostly 
young women in masks 
rallied Saturday in the 
nation’s capital and other 
U.S. cities, exhorting 
voters to oppose President 
Donald Trump and 
his fellow Republican 
candidates in the Nov. 3 
elections.

The latest of  rallies 
that began with a massive 
women’s march the day 
after Trump’s January 
2017 inauguration was 
playing out during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
and demonstrators were 
asked to wear face cover-
ings and practice social 
distancing.

Rachel O’Leary 

Carmona, executive 
director of  the Women’s 
March, opened the event 
by asking people to keep 
their distance from one 
another, saying that the 
only superspreader event 
would be the recent one at 
the White House.

She talked about the 
power of  women to end 
Trump’s presidency.

“His presidency began 
with women marching 
and now it’s going to 
end with woman voting. 
Period,” she said.

Demonstrators rallied 
in dozens of  other cities 
from New York to San 
Francisco to signal 
opposition to Trump and 
his policies, especially the 
push to fill the seat of  late 
Supreme Court Justice 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
before Election Day.

A socially distanced 

march was held at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, New 
York, outside the dormito-
ry where Bader Ginsburg 
lived as an undergraduate 
student.

In New York, a demon-
strator wearing a Donald 
Trump mask stood next 
to a statue of  George 

Washington at Federal 
Hall during the women’s 
march outside the New 
York Stock Exchange.

People wearing masks 
gathered peacefully under 
sunny skies on the City 
Hall steps in Portland, 
Oregon, to sing and listen 
to speakers. One speaker 

called for racial justice 
and an end to police 
brutality.

In Washington, the 
demonstrators started 
with a rally at Freedom 
Plaza, then marched 
toward Capitol Hill, 
finishing in front of  the 
Supreme Court, where 
they were met by a 
handful of  anti-abortion 
activists.

Among those protesting 
was Tamika Palmer, 
the mother of  Breonna 
Taylor, a Black medical 
worker killed by officers 
in March during a raid at 
her home in Louisville, 
Kentucky.

Women’s Marches rally across US
Demonstrators rally 
Saturday during the 
Women’s March at 
Freedom Plaza, in 
Washington.
AP PHOTO

By JESSICA SCHLADEBECK
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS (TNS)

Pfizer Inc., one of  the 
many pharmaceutical 
companies racing to 
develop a coronavirus 
vaccine, said it hopes to 
have a treatment autho-
rized for emergency use 
by the end of  the year.

CEO Albert Bourla in 
an open letter published 
Friday revealed that while 
scientists are working 
quickly to develop a 
vaccine, that it would 
not be ready by Election 
Day — a claim that has 
been repeatedly made 

by President Donald 
Trump. He added that 
the earliest the company 
would seek authorization 
from the Food and Drug 
Administration would 
be the third week of  
November.

Pfizer expects to have 
preliminary numbers by 
the end of  October re-
garding whether the vac-
cine works, but it would 
still need to collect safety 
and manufacturing data. 
The CEO also emphasized 
all three aspects — safety, 
efficacy and manufactur-
ing quality data — would 
prove key in ensuring the 

treatment’s success.
The FDA has said it 

takes several weeks to 
process an emergency 
use authorization, which 
means a vaccine could be 
approved for such use by 
the end of  2020. Still, it 
would only allow for dis-
tribution to high-priority 
and at-risk individuals, 
which will be defined at 
an advisory committee 
meeting on Oct. 22.

Another leading U.S. 
contender, Moderna Inc., 
previously announced 
the earliest it could seek 
authorization of  its own 
vaccine would be Nov. 25.

Pfizer says vaccine won’t be ready 

until Thanksgiving — at the earliest

PLEASE VOTE FOR US!
Marble/Granite Supplier

“Custom countertops and superior service!”

QUALITY AND SERVICE SET US APART

CHARLOTTECHARLOTTE

2017-2019

18440 Paulson Dr., Suite B, Port Charlotte, FL 33954

www.acergranitefl a.com
941-624-5958

contact@acergranitecorp.com
Mon-Fri 9-5  •  Sat 9-Noon  •  Closed Sunday

We have the 
LARGEST 
GRANITE 

INVENTORY in 
Charlotte County, 

with over 900 
slabs to select 

from on our lot!
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Licensed & Insured

Toledo Blade 
Weight Loss

Rapid 
Weight 
Loss

Annette Neumann, D.O.
Board Certifi ed Family Medicine

Medical Weight Loss Packages
20% OFFUP

TO

(941) 889-6915
17940 Toledo Blade Blvd., Port Charlotte

Call  NOW  for  Your  FREE  Consultation 
Medically 

Supervised
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Get the lasting
results you want with Our 

Medical Weight Loss Programs

0.75%
10-Month CD or IRA CD Special

APY*

CDs are a great way to save for your 
long-term goals. Our fi nancial experts are 
ready to help you open a CD today. Whether 
it’s in a branch or online, we’re here for you.

0.75%APY*

6-Month CD or IRA CD Special

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) eff ective as of the publication date. Off er applies to new CDs only. 
$1,000 minimum deposit is required to open CD and to earn stated APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. 
IRA CD is subject to eligibility requirements. Off er not available to brokers, dealers and other fi nancial 
institutions. Fees could reduce earnings. Off er subject to change without notice. Off er good in 
Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda, FL only.

**IRA CD must be opened in person and cannot be opened online.

Open an account at ozk.com or one of our local branches.**

MEMBER FDIC

Lock in your rate today.
Secure your savings.
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Quality Furniture & Interior Design

Quality Furniture & Interior Design

ad
no

=
37

66
59

2-
1



PAGE 14A SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

Freedom Health, Inc. is an HMO with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid program. Enrollment in Freedom Health, Inc. depends on contract 
renewal. For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-888-796-0946 (TTY: 711. Every year, Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating 
system. Freedom Health, Inc. complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. 
Freedom Health, Inc. cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 
Freedom Health, Inc. konfòm ak lwa sou dwa sivil Federal ki aplikab yo e li pa fè diskriminasyon sou baz ras, koulè, peyi orijin, laj, enfimite oswa sèks. Español (Spanish): 
ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-800-401-2740 (TTY: 711). Kreyòl Ayisyen (French Creole): 
ATANSYON: Si w pale Kreyòl Ayisyen, gen sèvis èd pou lang ki disponib gratis pou ou. Rele 1-800-401-2740 (TTY: 711).         H5427_21NP_Upload_M

Join one of 
Freedom Health

Medicare Advantage 
Plans and start 

enjoying 

MEDICARE
ELIGIBLES

$0 Monthly Premiums on Most Plans

          $0  or Low Copays for Tier 1 Prescriptions

                  $0  Copays for PCP Visits

                     Comprehensive Dental Including
Deep Cleanings on Most Plans

       $0 SilverSneakers® Fitness Membership

   Vision, Hearing and Dental Benefi ts

You Could 
Be Getting 
More 
Benefi ts 
with 
Freedom 
Health

Toll-Free: 

1-866-682-8939/TTY: 711
www.freedomhealth.com

Please call:
Complete 

a presentation and 
receive A GIFT CARD 

with no obligation 
to enroll!

Limit 2 per person per household
October 1 through December 7th

WAYS TO ENROLL:
• Call us today • Attend a seminar 

• Log into a Webinar

CALL TO SPEAK TO AN AGENT OR ATTEND 
A FREE SEMINAR NEAR YOU.
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Command Experience

• Sheriff since 2012

• Road Patrol Commander

• Investigations Division Commander

• Professional Standards Commander

• Operational Support Commander

• Jail Operations Commander

Education

• Bachelor’s Degree in Criminology

• Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice

• Master’s Degree In Business Admin

• FBI National Academy Graduate

• Florida Sheriff ’s Institute Graduate

• National Sheriff ’s Institute Graduate

www.SheriffBillPrummell.com
Bill Prummell PO Box 510086, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0086 

Sheriffbillprummell@gmail.com   

www.BillPrummellSheriff.com   

www.facebook.com/BillPrummell 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND 

APPROVED BY BILL PRUMMELL REPUBLICAN 

FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF

Please Vote On 
November 3, 2020
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Find us on

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY BILL 
PRUMMELL, REPUBLICAN FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF

RE-ELECT
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Please Vote On 
November 3, 2020

www.SheriffBillPrummell.com

Find us on
POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY BILL 

PRUMMELL, REPUBLICAN FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF

Charlotte County Incorporated Population

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
POPULATION GROWTH 

versus 
COMMUNITY CRIME REDUCTION

www.bebr.ufl.edu/population/data

Bill 
Prummell

Other
Candidate

Source: Official candidate Website, and 
candidate submissions to Supervisor of 
Elections website – August

7+ years as Sheriff of Charlotte County

Master’s Degree Criminal Justice

Master’s Degree Buisness 
Administration

FBI National Academy Graduate

Active Law Enforcement Certification

20+ Years Supervisory / Command 
Experience

25+ Years with Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office

Multi-Million Dollar Budget Experience

FBI Law Enforcement Executive 
Development

Proven Relationships with Local 
Officials

Community Involvement

Leadership Charlotte Graduate

National and Florida Sheriff’s Academy

Board Member of Local Non-Profits

Year to 
Year % 
Change

Clearance Rate for 
Index Offenses

-11% 40.20%

-16.40% 48.40%

-7.80% 47.60%

6.40% 46.00%

-15% 44.00%

-12.40% 51.20%

1% 33.90%

-2.30% 37.60%

Annual/
Semi-
Annual 
Year

Total Index 
Offenses

2012 Annual 3906

2013 Annual 3482

2014 Annual 2912

2015 Annual 2664

2016 Annual 2835

2017 Annual 2411

2018 Annual 2113

2019 Annual 2134

2020 Semi-
Ann. (JAN-

JUNE)
873

1



www.SheriffBillPrummell.com

Integrity · Professionalism · Trust

Together we are making 
a difference

Over the last couple of years, our community 

has confronted many challenges.

We have dealt with hurricanes, the opioid 

crisis, homelessness, and mental health.  

Today we are dealing with drug overdoses, 

a health pandemic, and civil unrest.

The need for strong leadership has never 

been more important. As your Sheriff, I 

have served and protected the citizens of 

Charlotte County for over 28 years, and for 

the last 8, I have had the honor and privilege 

to lead this great organization.

My response in meeting the needs of our 

community has kept Charlotte County, one 

of the safest places in the State of Florida. 

We have built strong relationships with 

our residential and business partners, 

non-profits, and all levels of government to 

do so.

I ask for your continuous support. With 

your help, I can continue to provide you 

with the service you deserve.

Please Vote On 
November 3, 2020

Message from 
Sheriff Bill Prummell

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY BILL 
PRUMMELL, REPUBLICAN FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF

1



Integrity · Professionalism · Trust

Together we are making 
a difference

www.SheriffBillPrummell.com

Sheriff Prummell’s most significant accomplishment 

is his family. He is married to Tara, 

a kindergarten teacher. They have two sons 

and a daughter – Billy, Catelynn, and 

Andrew – along with Billy’s wife, Marla, and 

grandson Billy the IV, Catelynn’s husband Peter, 

with grandson Colt.

Accomplishments as Sheriff

Intelligence Lead and Community Focused 
Crime Reduction Principles.  

Reduced the victim per capita ratio down 80%

School Resource Officers in all Schools 

To provide a safe learning environment for our 

children a school resource officer was assigned 

to every school.

Implementation of a Mental Health Unit 
The mental health unit helps redirect individuals with 

mental Illness from the judicial system to the healthcare 

system. This helps address the underlying

 problem rather than focusing on the symptoms.

Implementation of a Domestic Violence Unit 
 A strong family structure is essential to a safe 

community. In partnership with CARE, 

a Domestic Violence Unit was implemented  

to provide recourses and reduce repeat offences. 

Drug Addiction Recovery Initiative
Partnered with Charlotte Behavioral Health 

Care to provide transportation to treatment center for 

persons wishing to enter drug addiction recovery. 

Implementation of the Employee 
Assistance Program 

Employee funded assitance program 

geared at providing aid to CCSO employees 

and their families who are experiencing economic

hardships due to certain 

emergency situations.

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND 
APPROVED BY BILL PRUMMELL, REPUBLICAN 

FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF
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MLB: NLCS GAME 6

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

MLB: ALCS GAME 7 COMMENTARY

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP BASEBALL WRITER

ARLINGTON, Texas — Corey 
Seager homered again, Walker 
Buehler pitched six scoreless 
innings and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers pushed the NL 
Championship Series to Game 7 
with a 3-1 win over the Atlanta 
Braves on Saturday.

The Dodgers avoided elimina-
tion for the second time in less 
than 24 hours, and now have a 
winner-take-all game to try to 
get to their third World Series 
in four years. They haven’t won 
a championship since 1988.

Max Fried took his first loss 
all year for the Braves, who 
were trying to celebrate manag-
er Brian Snitker’s 65th birthday 
with the franchise’s first World 
Series since 1999. But the young 
left-hander worked into the sev-
enth without allowing another 

run after LA’s three-run first.
Game 7 is Sunday night, with 

right-hander Tony Gonsolin 
expected to go for the Dodgers 
against 22-year-old rookie right-
hander Ian Anderson, who has 
thrown 15 ⅔ scoreless innings 
in his three postseason starts.

Justin Turner also homered 
for the NL West champions, and 
Kenley Jansen threw a six-
pitch ninth for his 18th career 
postseason save.

It was Jansen’s first save 
chance in five appearances 
since closing out the Dodgers’ 
first playoff win this season in 
the wild-card round. He struck 
out the side on 12 pitches in 
Friday night’s 7-3 win.

Fried allowed only two 
homers in his 11 starts while 
going 7-0 during the regular 
season, but the Dodgers went 
deep twice in three pitches.

Seager pulled a towering shot 

to right on a 73-mph curveball, 
and Turner connected on a 
93-mph sinker that went 418 
feet to straightaway center. Max 
Muncy walked and scored after 
back-to-back singles by Will 
Smith and Cody Bellinger.

Seager, who homered twice 
in Game 4 on Friday night, has 
NLCS records with five homers 
and 11 RBIs, and still a game to 
play. His six homers overall are 
already a Dodgers postseason 
record.

The last batter Fried faced 
Saturday was Muncy, who 
struck out for the second out of  
the seventh. Fried allowed eight 
hits while striking out five and 
walking four.

Mookie Betts, the 2018 AL 
MVP and first-year Dodger, 
made a leaping catch against 
the right field wall to end the 

MIAMI GARDENS (AP) — 
Miami avoided the post-Clem-
son letdown and now can set 
its sight on remaining in the 
conference championship 
picture.

A week after a 42-17 road 
loss to the top-ranked Tigers, 
the No. 13 Hurricanes beat 
Pittsburgh 31-19 on Saturday.

D’Eriq King threw four 
touchdowns, including two 
to Will Mallory, to lead the 
Hurricanes (4-1, 3-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), who never 
trailed in this one.

“We were disappointed 
and a little bit angry coming 
off last week,” Miami coach 
Manny Diaz said. “That’s a 
difficult situation — you have 
a noon kickoff, not a super 
juicy environment because of  
the restrictions that we have 
and against a team with a 
sense of  desperation. For those 

guys to go out there and know 
that it was not going to be an 
easy game regardless of  your 
mental mindset says a lot about 
the leadership of  our football 
team.”

The Panthers (3-3, 2-3) lost 
their third consecutive game 
and were without senior 
quarterback Kenny Pickett, 
who suffered an ankle injury 
against Boston College last 
week. Entering Saturday’s 
game, Pickett led the nation 
with 1,389 passing yards but 
didn’t travel with the team to 
South Florida.

Redshirt freshman Joey 
Yellen replaced Pickett, com-
pleting 22 of  46 passes for 277 
yards and a touchdown.

“You didn’t know what to 
expect; I thought he played 
solid,” Pitt coach Pat Narduzzi 
said of  Yellen. “I thought he 
put the ball in people’s hands 

to make plays. We’ve got to help 
him out.”

Alex Kessman kicked four 
field goals for the Panthers and 
became Pitt’s all-time leader 
with 57. Kessman surpassed 
Chris Blewitt, who had 55 field 
goals from 2013-16.

Pitt rallied from a 21-6 deficit 
with 10 unanswered points on 
Kessman’s record-setting third 
field goal and Yellen’s 1-yard 
touchdown pass to Daniel 
Moraga early in the third 
quarter. Marcus Williams’ 38-
yard interception return to the 
Miami 1 set up Moraga’s score.

But Miami regained its 
double-digit advantage on 
King’s 45-yard touchdown pass 
to Mallory.

“As far as today, I’m super 
proud of  those guys,” King said. 
“We put Clemson behind us and 

Earlier this week, when Tampa Bay 
went up 3-0 in the ALCS, I thought “at 
least I’ll know one of  the World Series 

teams well before I 
write my column for 
Sunday’s paper.”

I acknowledge that 
the Rays dropping 
three in a row to force 
a Game 7 has greater 
implications for others 
than it does for me. 
But, with the game all 
but assured to end after 
deadline, there’s no 
way for me to write a 

Rays’ column without knowing whether 
they suffered an historic breakdown or 
pulled it out to reach their second World 
Series.

As you read this, presuming that 
you’re still reading it, you’ll know the 
answer. But for now I’ll save the full 
Rays’ column and instead share a a 
couple of  observations about the two 
professional Tampa Bay area teams 
(hopefully) still playing.

First, in looking at the Rays’ season 
up to Game 7, there is one player who 
the Tampa Bay front office deserves 
credit for acquiring. He’s an outfielder 
who they got last winter in a trade with 
a National League team. He wasn’t 
expected to make a major impact this 

King’s 4 TDs lead No. 13 Miami past Pittsburgh

AP PHOTO/AL DIAZ

Miami quarterback D’Eriq King passes against Pittsburgh in the 
second half of Saturday’s game.SEE MIAMI, 4B

SCOTT ZUCKER
Sports Editor

The Rays’ 
other 

surprise 
outfielder

SEE ZUCKER, 6B

Dodgers force Game 7 with win over Braves

AP PHOTO/ERIC GAY

Los Angeles Dodgers’ Corey Seager celebrates his home run 
against the Atlanta Braves during the first inning of Saturday’s 
game.SEE DODGERS, 6B

Rays lead in series finale

AP PHOTO/ASHLEY LANDIS

Tampa Bay Rays outfielder Randy Arozarena celebrates after hitting a two run home run against the Houston Astros 
during Saturday’s game. The game finished after press time with the Rays leading the Astros 4-0 in the 7th inning. 
See the story on yoursun.com/sports.
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FLORIDA LOTTERY
www.flalottery.com

PICK 2  D-Day, N-Night

Oct. 17N 8-4 Oct. 17D 5-4

Oct. 16N 5-0 Oct. 16D 1-8

Oct. 15N 9-5 Oct. 15D 9-0

PICK 3  D-Day, N-Night

Oct. 17N ................................4-4-7

Oct. 17D ............................... 6-2-4

Oct. 16N ...............................1-3-8

Oct. 16D ............................... 3-8-3

Oct. 15N ................................7-3-6

Oct. 15D ................................7-2-4

PICK 4  D-Day, N-Night

Oct. 17N ........................... 2-0-6-4

Oct. 17D ............................8-8-9-3

Oct. 16N ...........................5-6-3-4

Oct. 16D ............................6-4-5-9

Oct. 15N ............................8-8-5-5

Oct. 15D ............................6-2-4-3

PICK 5  D-Day, N-Night

Oct. 17N ........................ 5-2-3-3-4

Oct. 17D .........................3-1-3-0-0

Oct. 16N ........................1-6-9-4-0

Oct. 16D ..........................8-0-1-7-3

Oct. 15N ......................... 0-3-4-1-7

Oct. 15D ........................ 2-6-8-8-3

FANTASY 5  

Oct. 17 ................................... Late

Oct. 16 ....................1-14-26-28-31

Oct. 15 .................... 5-12-14-18-36

PAYOFF FOR OCT. 16

1 5-digit winner ........$198,622.27

223 4-digit winners .........$143.50

7,643 3-digit winners ........ $11.50

CASH FOR LIFE
Oct. 17 ................. 17-18-23-28-33

Cash Ball .................................... 2

Oct. 16 .....................1-2-20-36-37

Cash Ball .....................................1

PAYOFF FOR OCT. 17

0 5-5 CB ..........................$1,000/Day

0 5-5 ............................. $1,000/Week

6 4-5 CB ..................................$2,500

6 4-5 ...........................................$500

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY
Oct. 16 ........... 16-17-26-40-43-45

Oct. 13 ........... 21-22-23-25-37-39

PAYOFF FOR OCT. 16

0 6-of-6 ...............................$325,000

20 5-of-6 ................................$50450

1,052 4-of-6 ..................................$23

LOTTO
Oct. 17 ................................... Late

Oct. 14 ..............2-10-27-31-34-42

Oct. 10 ...............3-4-12-26-40-45

PAYOFF FOR OCT. 14

0 6-digit winners ..........$8 million

4 5-digit winner (x3) ........$9,000

6 5-digit winners (x2) ......$6,000

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 

$8.5 million

POWERBALL
Oct. 17 ................................... Late

Powerball .................................. —

Oct. 14 .................21-37-52-53-58

Powerball ................................... 5

PAYOFF FOR OCT. 14

0 5-5 + PB .................. $72 million

0 5-5 ............................. $1 million

0 4-5 + PB ......................$50,000

14 4-5 ...................................$100

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 

$82 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Oct. 16 ................ 27-32-50-52-57

Mega Ball ..................................12

Oct. 13 .................11-44-45-46-70

Mega Ball ................................. 25

PAYOFF FOR OCT. 16

0 5 of 5 + MB ............. $77 million

1 5 of 5 .......................... $1 million

1 4 of 5 + MB .................. $10,000

11 4 of 5 ............................... $500

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 

$86 million

CONTACT US
Scott Zucker: Sports editor

scott.zucker@yoursun.com 

Vincent Portell: Staff writer

vportell@venicegondolier.com

Email: sports@sun-herald.

com

Fax: 941-629-2085

SUNCOAST  
SPORTS NOW
When news breaks, you can 

find it at www.yoursun.com.

Like us and share our 

photos on Facebook:

facebook.com/

SunPreps

Follow us on Twitter

for live updates

and breaking news:

 @Sun_Preps

HOW TO …
• Submit a story idea: Email 

sports@sun-herald.com or call 

941-206-1175. Must contain 

name, address and number.

• Report a high school result: 
Call 877-818-6204 or 941-206-

1175.

• Report an error: Call the 

sports department at 941-206-

1175 or email sports@sun-herald.

com.

SPORTS ON TV
AUTO RACING

2 p.m.
FS1 — NHRA: The AAA Texas FallNationals, 
Texas Motorplex, Ennis, Texas

2:30 p.m.
NBC — NASCAR Cup Series: The Hollywood 
Casino 400, Kansas Speedway, Kansas City, 
Kan.

COLLEGE FIELD HOCKEY
Noon

ACCN — Duke at North Carolina

COLLEGE SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
1:30 p.m.

ACCN — Miami at Pittsburgh
3:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — Florida State at Virginia
5 p.m.

ESPNU — Tennessee at Kentucky
6 p.m.

SECN — Auburn at Georgia

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
Noon

SECN — South Carolina at Georgia
1 p.m.

ESPNU — Arkansas at Mississippi State

3:30 p.m.
ACCN — Pittsburgh at Notre Dame

4 p.m.
SECN — Louisiana State at Texas A&M

5:30 p.m.
ACCN — Virginia at Virginia Tech

FISHING
1 p.m.

ESPN2 — Bassmaster Elite Series: From 
Chickamauga Lake, Dayton, Tenn.

GOLF
7 a.m.

GOLF — EPGA Tour: The Scottish Champi-
onship, Final Round, Fairmont St. Andrews, 
St. Andrews, Scotland

2:30 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The Domin-
ion Energy Charity Classic, Final Round, 
James River Course, Richmond, Va.

5 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The CJ Cup, Final Round, 
Shadow Creek Golf Course, Las Vegas

HORSE RACING
12:30 p.m.

FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races

MARATHON
10:30 p.m.

NBCSN — IAAF: The World Half Marathon 
Championships, Gdynia, Poland (taped)

MLB BASEBALL
8 p.m.

FOX — National League Championship Se-
ries: Atlanta vs. LA Dodgers, Game 7, Globe 
Life Field, Arlington, Texas (if necessary)
FS1 — National League Championship Se-
ries: Atlanta vs. LA Dodgers, Game 7, Globe 
Life Field, Arlington, Texas (if necessary)

NFL FOOTBALL
1 p.m.

CBS — Regional Coverage: Houston at Ten-
nessee, Denver at New England, Baltimore 
at Philadelphia, Cleveland at Baltimore
FOX — Regional Coverage: Cincinnati at 
Indianapolis, Atlanta at Minnesota, Wash-
ington at NY Giants, Chicago at Carolina, 
Detroit at Jacksonville

4:05 p.m.
CBS — NY Jets at Miami

4:25 p.m.
FOX — Green Bay at Tampa Bay

8:20 p.m.
NBC — LA Rams at San Francisco

SOCCER (MEN’S)
11:25 a.m.

NBCSN — Premier League: West Ham 
United at Tottenham

2:30 p.m.
ESPN — Serie A: Benevento at AS Roma

8 p.m.
FS2 — Liga MX: Pachuca at Santos Laguna

SWIMMING
Noon

CBSSN — ISL: The N 1, Duna Arena, Buda-
pest Hungary

TENNIS
6 a.m.

TENNIS — Sardinia-ATP, St. Petersburg-ATP 
& Cologne-ATP bett1HULKS Indoors Singles 
Finals

3:30 p.m.
TENNIS — Ultimate Tennis Showdown 3: 
Final

6 a.m. (Monday)
TENNIS — Ostrava-WTA, Antwerp-ATP & 
Cologne-ATP bett1HULKS Championships 
Early Rounds ---

NASCAR: KANSAS PREVIEW

GOLF: CJ CUP

By JENNA FRYER
AP AUTO RACING WRITER

Not much has changed through 
NASCAR’s first two rounds of  
playoffs: Kevin Harvick and 
Denny Hamlin are still favored 
to race for the championship and 
the other two contenders are a 
crapshoot.

The path to the championship 
finale begins Sunday at Kansas 
Speedway, the first of  three races 
in the title-setting third round. 
It’s a fairly straightforward series 
with ensuing stops at Texas 
Motor Speedway, like Kansas a 
1.5-mile intermediate oval, then 
half-mile Martinsville Speedway, 
NASCAR’s shortest and oldest 
active track.

At stake are four slots in the 
winner-take-all Nov. 8 finale 
at Phoenix Raceway and no 
obvious indicators on who will be 
challenging Harvick and Hamlin. 
The two have combined for 16 
wins in 32 races this season and 
have hoarded enough points that 
it would likely take some sort 
of  sudden collapse to keep the 
favorites from advancing to the 
finale.

Harvick, the points leader, had 
a mediocre second round but 
doesn’t seem too concerned about 
these next three races.

“I think these racetracks are 
right up our alley, especially the 
first two,” Harvick said.

Hamlin has won NASCAR’s 
last two visits to Kansas, a 
turnaround after several so-so 
races. He’s the betting favorite to 
win Sunday and believes his Joe 
Gibbs Racing team has a strong 
database for winning three 
consecutive races.

It would certainly give Hamlin 
a head-start on championship 
preparations.

“We could go the next two 

weeks and really shift our focus 
from Texas and Martinsville 
to putting all of  our resources 
towards Phoenix,” Hamlin said. 
“That would certainly be a 
benefit for whoever locks in right 
off the bat.”

The other six playoff drivers 
can earn an automatic berth 
in the finale by winning but 
otherwise have a tense stretch of  
three races ahead.

BRAD KESELOWSKI
With four wins this season, 

including one in the first round 
of the playoffs, Keselowski has 
been the only driver close to com-
peting with Harvick and Hamlin. 
He won the 2012 title under a 
different format and has never 
raced for the championship since 
the elimination rounds debuted 
in 2014.

“I think there are three or four 
drivers competing for the final 
two spots,” he said. “We’re all 
very similar. It’s probably going 
to come down to the wire at 
Martinsville.”

CHASE ELLIOTT
This is the fourth consecutive 

year Elliott has advanced into the 

semifinals and he’s again trying 
to advance to the finale. Earlier 
visits this season to Kansas 
and Texas were disappointing 
and Elliott knows he’s got to be 
steady to make it to Phoenix.

“We’re not going to try to 
reinvent the wheel. We don’t 
want to get too far off the beaten 
path,” Elliott said. “I feel like for 
us, when we’ve been at our best 
and as a team, myself  included, 
performing at the level that we’re 
all capable of  doing, I feel like 
we’ve contended with the best of  
the series this year.”

JOEY LOGANO
Logano has struggled on 

intermediate tracks since his 
February victory at Las Vegas 
and acknowledges that not prac-
ticing during COVID-19 protocols 
has hampered his ability to adapt 
to the high-downforce aerody-
namic package.

He’s in his first season with 
crew chief  Paul Wolfe and now, 
with a month to go, the duo 
believes they’ve found a rhythm.

“It just took a little bit for Paul 
and I to understand what makes 
the car tick,” Logano said. “What 
makes it tick with me? Without 

practice, that’s really hard to do.”

MARTIN TRUEX JR.
Truex is seeking a fourth con-

secutive berth in the finale. He 
won the title in 2017 but has been 
runner-up the last two seasons.

Top-three finishes could get 
him into the final four, but he 
believes he’s close to reeling off 
some victories. His only win of  
the season was at Martinsville in 
June.

“We need to make something 
big happen, and I think that we 
are ready to make it happen,” he 
said.

ALEX BOWMAN
Bowman is in the semifinals 

for the first time in his career 
and likely qualifies as a dark-
horse to make it through to the 
finale.

But Bowman likes his chances, 
particularly at Kansas, where 
he’s logged four top-10 finishes in 
10 career starts.

“I feel like we can go be 
phenomenal there,” Bowman 
said. “Kansas and Texas are two 
opportunities for us to win. It’s 
probably going to take a win to 
make the round of four.”

KURT BUSCH
Busch is a wild-card in that 

he probably would not have 
been picked to advance this far 
in many brackets but has really 
turned his performance up the 
last six weeks.

A second-round victory 
at home track Las Vegas 
gave Busch a boost and he’s 
seeking to win his second Cup 
title — 16 years after his first 
championship.

After his win at Las Vegas, 
also an intermediate oval, he was 
looking ahead to the third round.

“If  you fast-forward to Kansas 
and Texas, it’s a mile-and-a-half, 
so everything is just pointing in 
our direction right now,” he said. 
“We thought we were a top eight 
team if  things went perfectly.”

Race into NASCAR’s championship 
round begins at Kansas 

Kevin Harvick and 

Denny Hamlin are 

still favorites

AP PHOTO/NELL REDMOND

Chase Elliott has advanced into the semifinals for the fourth 
consecutive year and he’s again trying to advance to the finale.

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP GOLF WRITER

NORTH LAS VEGAS, Nev. — 
Four shots behind at the start of  
the day, Russell Henley ran off 
three straight birdies to start the 
back nine Saturday and posted a 
5-under 67 to build a three-shot 
lead going into the final round of  
the CJ Cup at Shadow Creek.

Henley had plenty of  help 
from the other players in his 
group.

Xander Schauffele, who had 
a three-shot lead going into 
the weekend, had a pair of  late 
bogeys and failed to capitalize 
on the par 5s in his round of  74. 
Tyrrell Hatton didn’t make a 
birdie until the final hole in a 73. 
Of  the top 25 players, they were 
the only two who shot over par.

Henley’s putting has been 
a great fit for the firm, glass-
like greens of  Shadow Creek. 
He leads the field in the most 
important putting category, and 
it has carried him to only the 
second 54-hole lead of  his PGA 
Tour career.

Henley was at 15-under 201.
Lanto Griffin, who won his 

first PGA Tour event a year 
ago at the Houston Open, found 
the water off the tee on the 

par-5 18th and made bogey and 
still managed a 66. He was at 
12-under 204 along with Talor 
Gooch (69), Jason Kokrak (68) 
and Schauffele, still in the mix 
despite a sloppy Saturday.

Hatton was in the group 
five shots behind with Justin 
Thomas (68) and Jason Day, who 
had a 66 as the former world 
No. 1 tries to end more than two 
years without a victory.

Henley started to close the 
gap when he got up-and-down 
from a bunker in front of  the 
green on the par-5 seventh, and 
Schauffele missed the green on 
the par-3 eighth and took bogey.

And when they made the turn, 
Henley took off.

He holed a 25-foot birdie putt 
on No. 10, hit driver just through 
the green on the reachable 
par-4 11th hole to set up a simple 
up-and-down for another birdie, 
and then hit his approach to just 
inside 5 feet on No. 12 for a third 
straight birdie.

Henley closed with six straight 
pars, missing chances on the two 
par 5s, but no one could catch 
him.

But he knows what can hap-
pen, having flipped his fortunes 
on Saturday.

“Anybody can come at me,” 

Henley said. “You can go low out 
here. The greens are great and 
it’s gettable, but you’ve got to 
play well to do that. You’ve got 
to do everything well. I’ve got 
to just keep my head down and 
play a good round for me.”

Schauffele was hopeful of  
at least finishing his round at 
par, and that didn’t go his way, 
either. He went long on the par-3 
17th into rough so deep he could 
barely keep it on the green, 
leading to his fourth bogey. And 
he went just over the back of  
the 18th green in two, again in 
rough facing a downhill chip 
that he rolled all the way to the 
fringe.

Schauffele likes to talk about 
“strokes gained attitude,” 
and it was a struggle for him 
with rounds that stretching 
close to six hours at Shadow 
Creek because of  deep rough, 
limited marshals and plenty of  
searching.

Sung Kang knows the feeling. 
He took an 11 on the par-4 
second hole, which included two 
lost balls when he spent more 
than three minutes looking and 
came up empty. He also hit a 
few backward trying to escape 
trouble. Nothing worked.

Schauffele wasn’t that bad. It 

just felt like it.
“I was trying to figure out 

what was worse, the pace of  play 
or my quality of  golf,” he said. 
“It was kind of  a tie today. Not 
to be a sour person, but just one 
of  those days. Today was my bad 
day for the week. Got it out of  
the way before Sunday. I guess 
I’m in a familiar place being 
three back now.”

Schauffele has been trailing 
going into the final round in all 
four of  his PGA Tour victories.

Henley’s last victory was in 
2017 at the Houston Open, where 
he came from four shots behind 
in the final round. Now he has 
a cushion at Shadow Creek, and 
a hot putter on putting surfaces 
he loves.

DIVOTS: Jordan Spieth’s caddie, 
Michael Greller, left Las Vegas 
upon learning his mother had 
died. Spieth used Preston Valder, 
who played at UCLA and now 
helps Patrick Cantlay. ... The 
CJ Cup announced next year’s 
tournament would be at Haesley 
Nine Bridges near Seoul. It was 
played the previous three years 
at Nine Bridges on Jeju Island. 
It’s at Shadow Creek this year 
only because of  the COVID-19 
pandemic and travel issues.

Henley soars to 3-shot lead at Shadow Creek
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NFL PREVIEW

By BARRY WILNER
AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER

Hey old-timer, what are you 
still doing on an NFL field?

Guaranteed no one is asking 
that question to the quarter-
backs in the bays: 43-year-old 
Tom Brady in Tampa and 
36-year-old Aaron Rodgers 
in Green Bay. The two future 
residents of  Canton, Ohio — at 
least their busts in the Pro 
Football Hall of  Fame, that 
is — spice up the Packers-
Buccaneers game Sunday in 
Tampa.

And who says these quar-
terbacks are old? Certainly 
not Buccaneers coach Bruce 
Arians, who has worked with 
some of  the best — young or 
old — throughout the decades.

“Barring major injury, I 
think these guys can play until 
they’re 45, as long as their arm 
holds up,” he says. “With sports 
science and all the stuff that 
these guys are doing to stay in 
shape and keeping their arms 
strong, I don’t see — unless 
their legs go —why they 
couldn’t play until they’re 45.”

Rodgers, whose Packers (4-0) 
have been the most fundamen-
tally sound team in the NFL so 
far on both sides of  the ball, is 
1-1 against Brady. He’s a big fan 
of  Brady’s.

“He’s kind of  always been 
ahead of  the field with his 
footwork and just his dedication 
to what he’s doing,” Rodgers 
says. “He really cares about 
it obviously. He cares about 
taking care of  himself  and 
trying to get to 45, it looks like. 
And he’s gonna get there.”

The Packers have won their 
past nine regular-season 
games. They are the first team 
in NFL history to score at 
least 150 points and commit no 
turnovers through the first four 
games of  a season.

Tampa (3-2) is ranked No. 1 
against the run, No. 2 overall 
on defense. The unit has held 
opponents to less than 50 yards 
rushing the past three weeks. 
The 2016 Packers were the last 
team to do that in four consecu-
tive games.

Off this week are Seattle 
(5-0), New Orleans (3-2), the Los 
Angeles Chargers (1-4) and Las 
Vegas (3-2).

CLEVELAND (4-1) AT  
PITTSBURGH (4-0)

Here’s a rarity: A matchup 
of  these AFC North archrivals 
that draws headlines. It’s the 
first time they both are at least 
three games over .500 when 
they meet since 1994.

The Browns have won four 
straight and are 4-1 for the first 
time since that year, but have 

lost 16 straight games at Heinz 
Field to the Steelers.

“It is a great test for us,” says 
Browns quarterback Baker 
Mayfield, who has been nurs-
ing sore ribs. “Another great 
defense. They bring a physical 
challenge. They bring the mud-
died pockets. They will hit you. 
They try to impose their will.

KANSAS CITY (4-1) AT  
BUFFALO (4-1), MONDAY

Much uncertainty surround-
ed when this game would be 
played, not because of  anything 
the Bills or Chiefs had done 
but because of  Tennessee’s 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Both come off losses and 
displayed leaky defenses in 
those defeats. That makes the 
prospect of  slowing Kansas 
City’s Patrick Mahomes or 
Buffalo’s Josh Allen not exactly 
enticing.

LOS ANGELES RAMS (4-1) AT  
SAN FRANCISCO (2-3)

Key (and weird) stats time:
• San Francisco is 2-0 at the 

Meadowlands, 0-3 at home.
• Los Angeles is 4-0 against 

the NFC East.
• San Francisco has a league-

low 38 catches and 480 yards 
receiving from wideouts.

• The Rams are tied for the 
NFL lead with 20 sacks after 
getting eight at Washington. 
DT Aaron Donald tied a career 
high with four sacks and also 
had a forced fumble last week. 
Donald is the fifth player since 
2000 with multiple four-sack 
games and he has a sack in 
six straight games against San 
Francisco.

ARIZONA (3-2) AT DALLAS (2-3), 
MONDAY NIGHT

A Big D homecoming of  
sorts. Arizona quarterback 
Kyler Murray and coach Kliff 
Kingsbury will make their first 
NFL appearances in their home 
state. Both are quite familiar 
with the home of  the Cowboys: 
Murray has a 6-0 record at 
AT&T Stadium from his high 
school and Oklahoma days. 
Kingsbury coached there six 
times with Texas Tech, going 
2-4 vs. Baylor.

Cowboys QB Andy Dalton 
will make his first start in place 
of  the injured Dak Prescott.

DENVER (1-3) AT  
NEW ENGLAND (2-2)

Originally scheduled for last 
Sunday and also affected by the 
Titans’ outbreak, both teams 
could benefit from the one-
week delay. QBs Cam Newton 
(coronavirus) for the Patriots 
and Drew Lock (shoulder) 
for the Broncos figure to be 
back on the field. Denver also 
gets back top runner Phillip 
Lindsay after a three-week 
absence.

HOUSTON (1-4) AT  
TENNESSEE (4-0)

Romeo Crennel replaced Bill 
O’Brien as Texans coach and 
the team promptly won for the 
first time. That was against 
weak Jacksonville. The Titans, 
despite their COVID-19 issues 
in recent weeks, are a much 
more formidable foe.

Look for Derrick Henry 
toting the ball — often. He 
ranks third in the NFL with 376 
yards rushing and ran for 211 

yards and three touchdowns 
in the previous meeting with 
Houston.

ATLANTA (0-5) AT MINNESOTA (1-4)
Raheem Morris, like Crennel 

a former head coach now 
serving in an interim role, gets 
his chance to emulate Crennel. 
Morris was promoted after the 
firing of  Dan Quinn last Sunday.

The Falcons, who closed their 
facility Thursday because of  
a positive COVID-19 test, have 
their worst start since losing 
their first eight games in 1996.

Minnesota, which has played 
better than its record, has lost 
four straight at home. Running 
back Dalvin Cook leads the 
NFL in rushing yards (489), but 
is dealing with a groin injury 
that forced him out of  a loss in 
Seattle.

BALTIMORE (4-1) AT  
PHILADELPHIA (1-3-1)

Philly begins a three-game 
homestand against a team that 
will not make things comfort-
able at the Linc — even if  the 
Ravens are 0-2 in Philadelphia.

Baltimore has won eight 
straight road games. Lamar 
Jackson has 18 TD passes and 
five interceptions during that 
streak. And the Ravens have 
allowed an NFL-low 15.2 points 
per game in 2020.

DETROIT (1-3) AT  
JACKSONVILLE (1-4)

Even though Detroit has 
scored on its opening drive in 
each game this season, it can’t 
stay in front. The Lions are the 
first team in NFL history to lose 

six consecutive games in which 
they led by double digits.

Jacksonville, hoping to get 
back three defensive starters 
from injuries, has lost four 
straight and allowed 30 or more 
points in each of  them. It’s the 
third such streak in franchise 
history.

CINCINNATI (1-3-1) AT  
INDIANAPOLIS (3-2)

The Colts had four positive 
coronavirus tests Friday 
morning, but the retests came 
back negative.

The Bengals have allowed 16 
sacks in the past three weeks 
and have given up a league-high 
22 this season. Indy’s defense 
dropped to second in points 
allowed (17.6) after giving up a 
season-high 32 last week, but 
still leads the league with nine 
interceptions.

CHICAGO (4-1) AT CAROLINA (3-2)
Improbably, given the re-

building going on in Carolina, 
the Panthers have won three 
straight games after losing 10 in 
a row going back to 2019. Teddy 
Bridgewater has completed 
75 of  102 passes (74%) for 824 
yards with five TDs and one INT 
during the team’s three-game 
win streak achieved without 
star running back Christian 
McCaffrey.

With Nick Foles now at 
quarterback, Chicago’s Allen 
Robinson tied a career high with 
10 receptions for 90 yards in last 
week’s win over Tampa Bay.

WASHINGTON (1-4) AT  
NEW YORK GIANTS (0-5)

Things are looking up slightly 
with the Giants, who nearly 
knocked off Dallas last weekend. 
Coach Joe Judge seeks his first 
victory as the head man, and 
New York has won the past 
three meetings.

Washington will need to 
protect whichever quarterback, 
Kyle Allen or Alex Smith, is 
taking snaps. The Rams had 
eight sacks against Washington 
last week.

NEW YORK JETS (0-5) AT  
MIAMI (2-3)

As the Jets’ mess gets worse 
— Le’Veon Bell, signed in the 
summer of 2019 to revive the 
offense, was cut on Tuesday in 
part because he didn’t get along 
with his coach — the Dolphins 
are looking up.

A year ago the Dolphins had 
been outscored by 138 points af-
ter five games. This year they’ve 
outscored opponents by 23, 
including beating San Francisco 
43-17 last week. Their offensive 
line is starting three draftees 
and none has allowed a sack.

By PATRICK OBLEY
STAFF WRITER

A mound of  shattered personal re-
cords could be found at the finish line 
of  Saturday’s Tri-County Invitational at 
North Port.

The last significant meet before dis-
tricts came on a fast course under sunny 
skies and calm winds, which allowed 
Charlotte’s Aleecia Collins and Port 
Charlotte’s Tyler Wadsworth to shatter 
their personal bests en route to finishing 
as the top local runners in the 15-school 
event.

Collins, a senior, finished second with 
a time of  19:15.73, shaving 33 seconds off 
her best time and 43 seconds off her best 
2020 showing.

“I wanted to get the low 19s, that was 
what I was aiming for,” Collins said. 
“My first mile was a little slow, so I had 
to pick it up my last two miles and I was 
able to keep pushing. The other girls in 
front of  me were helping me pace.”

IMG Academy, which competed as a 
non-scoring at-large, took the first three 
places overall and four of  the first five. 
Lakewood Ranch’s Grace Marston fin-
ished fourth. Marston and Collins were 
the top two scoring finishers.

As a team, Charlotte finished fifth over-
all, one spot behind Venice. Lakewood 
Ranch, Sarasota and Out of  Door 
Academy took the top three spots.

“We all did what we had to do,” Collins 
said of  the Tarpons’ overall showing. 
“We’re all set up for districts now. I’m 
really excited for it.”

Lemon Bay finished sixth while North 
Port finished 12th.

On the boys’ side, Wadsworth eclipsed 
his personal record for the fourth 

consecutive meet. Saturday’s time of  
15:50.66 broke the school record for 
juniors and was good for second place 
overall.

Wadsworth came into the season with 
somewhat lowered expectations after 
missing three weeks of  training during 
the summer. That changed rapidly when 
he dropped his time from 16:34 to 16:08 at 
the Florida State University Invitational 
before just missing the junior record 
with a time of  16:00.59 at the Viking 
Invitational last week.

Saturday, Wadsworth kept pace with 
overall winner Sarasota senior Orlando 
Cicilioni, crossing the finish line just two 
seconds behind.

“(Pirates) coach (Ray Chumbley) 
wanted me to run with the first-place 
person and, depending on how fast they 
were going, either outkick him in the last 
mile or run with them,” Wadsworth said. 
“They could be running the hardest race 
of  my season in the 15s, or they could be 
going easy.”

It turned out to be the former, but 
either way, the conditions at North Port 
aided Port Charlotte’s overall upward 
trend.

“All the sudden last week, we all hit 
major PRs,” Wadsworth said. “The junior 
varsity, they all hit two- and three-min-
ute PRs. This week they made another 
one-minute PR each and even the var-
sity runners made big PRs, so we’re all 
moving up.”

Port Charlotte finished seventh out of  
20 teams. North Port led the way for area 
schools, finishing third. Lemon Bay was 
fifth, Charlotte was eighth and Venice 
was 10th.

Email: patrick.obley@yoursun.com

PREP CROSS COUNTRY

Collins, Wadsworth pace locals at Tri-County Invite

Charlotte senior Aleecia Collins pushes herself over the final 30 yards 
of the Tri-County Invitational at North Port High School on Saturday as 
Tarpons coach Chris George urges her on. Collins shattered her personal-
best time, clocking in at 19:15.73 to finish second.

SUN PHOTOS BY PATRICK OBLEY

Port Charlotte junior Tyler Wadsworth rounds the final turn of Saturday’s 
Tri-County Invitational at North Port High School. Wadsworth finished 
second overall with a personal-best time of 15:50.66.

Old man QBs Brady and Rodgers face off Sunday

AP PHOTO/CHARLES REX ARBOGAST

Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady yells at his offensive line during a game on Oct. 8.
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tried to put a W anyway we 
could. We knew we had a 
tough challenge in back-to-
back weeks.”

Kessman’s fourth 
conversion with 31 seconds 
remaining in the third 
quarter made it 28-19 
before Jose Borregales 
gave Miami another 
double-digit cushion with 
his 37-yard field goal late 
in the fourth quarter. The 
drive drained 7:11 off the 
clock and prevented the 
Panthers from making a 
late comeback.

“Pitt’s defense is good 
every single year,” King 
said. “They make you earn 
every single thing.”

The Hurricanes 
struck first on King’s 
35-yard touchdown pass to 
Cam’Ron Harris midway 
through the first quarter. 
King retreated from an 
attempted draw and found 
an open Harris down the 
middle.

King connected with 
Mallory on a 6-yard score 
with 6:44 left in the second 
quarter for a 14-0 lead.

Kessman kicked two 
field goals late in the 
second quarter and got the 
Panthers to within 14-6. 
Pitt settled for the second 
field goal after being 
unable to capitalize on a 
drive starting at the Miami 
12 that was set by Harris 
Ford’s 25-yard interception 
return.

King found an open 
Mike Harley down the 
right sideline for a 38-yard 
touchdown pass in Miami’s 
opening drive of  the 
second half. Harley eluded 
a Panthers defender before 

reaching the end zone for 
his first TD reception of  
the season.

THE TAKEAWAY
The Hurricanes erased 

the frustrations of  the 
loss at Clemson with 
quick-strike scores and 
a defense that allowed 22 
yards rushing and forced 
Pitt to settle for field goals 
on three possessions inside 
the red zone.

“Red-zone defense is 
a mentality, to me that’s 
where it gets into the 
culture of  your defensive 
room,” Diaz said. “Really 
proud of  them the way 
they went down there and 
never panicked and made 
them kick field goals.”

POLL IMPLICATIONS
Miami will probably 

hold steady in the 
rankings.

MALLORY STEPS UP
With pre-season All-

American tight end Brevin 
Jordan missing the game 
because of  a shoulder 
injury, Mallory accepted 
additional responsibilities 
as his replacement.

“When you got a player 
like Brevin out for the 
week, someone’s got to fill 
those big shoes because 
he’s a heck of  a player,” 
Mallory said. “Coming in, 
I hadn’t gotten as many 
passes this year. I just had 
to step up.”

UP NEXT
Pittsburgh: Hosts No. 4 

Notre Dame next Saturday.
Miami: Plays its third 

night home game of  the 
season next Saturday 
against Virginia.

MIAMI
FROM PAGE 1B

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: CORONAVIRUS

By MARK LONG
AP SPORTS WRITER

GAINESVILLE — Florida coach 
Dan Mullen, who last week want-
ed 90,000 fans packed inside the 
stadium amid a pandemic, says he 
has tested positive for COVID-19.

Mullen made the announce-
ment Saturday on Twitter, saying 
his initial positive result was 
confirmed by a second test. The 
10th-ranked Gators had at least 21 
players and coaches test positive 
earlier this week, an outbreak 
that prompted the Southeastern 
Conference to postpone Florida’s 
next two games.

With potentially dozens more 
quarantined because of  contract 
tracing, Florida (2-1) would have 
had fewer than 50 scholarship 
players available to face the de-
fending national champion Tigers 
(1-2) in the Swamp.

Two assistant coaches also 
tested positive for the highly 
contagious virus.

Mullen is the second SEC head 
coach, along with Alabama icon 
Nick Saban, to contract COVID-19 
and the fifth overall known this 
season in major-college football, 
joining Florida State’s Mike 
Norvell, Arizona’s Kevin Sumlin 
and Kansas’ Les Miles.

Florida has started adminis-
tering daily tests since it first 
suspected an outbreak following 
last week’s loss at Texas A&M.

The 48-year-old Mullen says 
he has experienced “mild to no 
symptoms.”

“I’m continuing to self-isolate 
from my family, who all remain 

healthy, and am following all the 
guidelines set forth by UF Health, 
the CDC and our public health 
officials,” Mullen tweeted. “I am 
proud of  how our players, staff 
and campus community have 
navigated this unprecedented 
time and hope all continue to be 
safe.”

The Gators believe their 
outbreak started with two players 
— one experiencing congestion 
and the other a headache late last 

week. Both suspected allergies 
and didn’t alert team doctors 
before getting on the team flight to 
Texas A&M.

Mullen raised eyebrows after 
the loss to the Aggies by saying 
he wanted to pack the Swamp 
against LSU. When given a chance 
to back down, he doubled down. 
He was given another chance 
Monday and dug in more. He 
finally relented Wednesday and 
apologized if  he offended anyone.

Florida’s Mullen joins players 
in testing positive for virus

AP PHOTO/THOMAS GRANING

Florida head coach Dan Mullen is the second head coach in the SEC 
to have a positive coronavirus test this week. Alabama’s Nick Saban 
tested positive earlier this week, but tested negative three times to 
coach his team on Saturday night.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBIA, S.C. — South 
Carolina’s Jaycee Horn was 
tired of  hearing he didn’t have 
the ball skills to be a truly 
exceptional cornerback.

His play against No. 15 
Auburn proved he did — and 
led the Gamecocks to a break-
through win over the Tigers on 
Saturday.

Horn had the first two 
interceptions of  his career and 
his pass break up led to a third 
— all which South Carolina 
turned into touchdowns — for 
a 30-22 victory that was its first 
win over Auburn in 87 years.

Horn is a junior who’s been 
a lockdown corner most of  his 
career.

“If  a team throws at him like 
that every game, he’ll have a 
game like that every game,” 
Gamecocks receiver Shi Smith 
said of  Horn, the son of  NFL 
receiver Joe Horn.

NO. 1 CLEMSON 73, GEORGIA TECH 7
ATLANTA — Trevor 

Lawrence wasn’t focused on his 
near-record streak of  passes 
without an interception, just as 
he has tuned out speculation he 
could be the first pick in next 
year’s NFL draft.

Lawrence just had his mind 
on leading Clemson’s offense 
and having fun.

He brushed off the first 
interception he has thrown 
this season and passed for a 
career-high 404 yards and five 
touchdowns as No. 1 Clemson 
overwhelmed Georgia Tech 73-7 
on Saturday.

Led by Lawrence, Clemson’s 
671 yards and 73 points were the 
most allowed by Georgia Tech in 
the modern era.

“It’s really fun,” Lawrence 
said. “That’s why we practice 
and work so hard to get the 
details right and be on the 
same page. ... It’s a lot of  fun 
when your team plays like that 
offensively and defensively.”

NO. 4 NOTRE DAME 12,  
LOUISVILLE 7

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — When 
it came time to deliver, Notre 
Dame quarterback Ian Book 
stopped beating himself  up and 
kept the No. 4 Fighting Irish 
unbeaten.

“I’m definitely hard on myself, 
but my job at the end of  the day 
is to get the ‘W’,” said Book, 
whose 13-yard touchdown 
run late in the third quarter 
together with Kyren Williams’ 

127 rushing yards helped Notre 
Dame hold off the Cardinals 12-7 
Saturday.

Williams ran 25 times and 
had his third 100-yard game 
of the season as the Irish (4-0, 
3-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) 
won their 22nd straight at Notre 
Dame Stadium.

NO. 11 TEXAS A&M 28, 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 14

STARKVILLE, Miss. — Isaiah 
Spiller ran for 114 yards and two 
touchdowns and Kellen Mond 
threw for two scores to help No. 
11 Texas A&M beat Mississippi 
State 28-14 on Saturday.

Texas A&M (3-1) led 14-0 
at the half  and had 325 yards 
of  total offense in the game. 
Ainias Smith caught five passes 
for 20 yards and a touchdown. 
Chase Lane caught two passes, 
including a 51-yard touchdown 
reception in the opening min-
utes of  the third quarter.

Mississippi State (1-3) had 
little offensive rhythm for 
the third straight game. The 
Bulldogs’ first touchdown came 
on Emmanuel Forbes’ intercep-
tion return in the third quarter.

KENTUCKY 34, NO. 18 TENNESSEE 7
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Two 

years ago, Kentucky was 
playing well before being shut 
down at Neyland Stadium by a 
Tennessee team with a losing 
record.

Wildcats coach Mark Stoops 
was convinced something had to 
change.

What he did in 2020 was 
build a detour into his team’s 
three-hour bus ride Friday 
from Lexington to Knoxville. A 
small change, but worth a try to 
snap a 17-game losing streak at 
Tennessee.

Mission accomplished: The 
Wildcats beat the 18th-ranked 
Volunteers 34-7 on Saturday.

TEMPLE 39, USF 37
PHILADELPHIA — Anthony 

Russo threw for four touch-
downs and Amir Tyler stuffed 
a two-point conversion try with 
a minute to go as Temple beat 
South Florida 39-37 Saturday.

Tyler, who also forced a 
fumble in the first half, dropped 
Noah Johnson for a loss after 
USF scored on Leonard Parker’s 
1-yard run.

Russo threw a 13-yard score 
to Randle Jones to complete a 
19-point run that left the Owls 
(1-1, 1-1 American) ahead 39-31 
with 4 1/2 minutes left. Arnold 
Ebiketie picked up a bungled 
USF handoff and carried it 11 
yards for a 32-31 lead after a two-
point run failed. Russo started 
the rally from an 11-point 
deficit with a 12-yard TD pass 
to Branden Mack with 5 1/2 
minutes remaining in the third 
quarter.

ARKANSAS 33, MISSISSIPPI 21
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. — 

Arkansas forced quarterback 
Matt Corral to throw six in-
terceptions as the Razorbacks 
scored 24 points off seven 
turnovers in a 33-21 win over 
Mississippi on Saturday.

Three first-half  Rebels’ 
giveaways helped provide 
Arkansas (2-2, 2-2) a 20-0 
halftime lead. It was the 
Razorbacks’ largest halftime 
advantage in an Southeastern 
Conference game since 2016, 
their last winning season.

SOUTH ALABAMA 30,  
TEXAS STATE 20

MOBILE, Ala. — Desmond 
Trotter tossed an 8-yard 
touchdown pass to Kawaan 
Baker with about seven 
minutes to play, helping South 
Alabama pull away in its Sun 
Belt Conference opener with a 
30-20 victory over Texas State 
on Saturday.

It was the Jaguars’ first win 
at the new 24,450-seat Hancock 
Whitney Stadium, which was 
limited to 25 percent capacity.

NAVY 27, EAST CAROLINA 23
GREENVILLE, N.C. — 

Nelson Smith ran for a 
career-high 157 yards and 
two touchdowns and Navy 
defeated East Carolina 27-23 on 
Saturday.

Smith, a senior, bested his 
career high for the second 
straight game after gaining 120 
yards in a win over Temple last 
week. Jamale Carothers added 
82 yards and another score 
for the Midshipmen (3-2, 3-0 
American).

WEST VIRGINIA 38, KANSAS 17
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — 

Leddie Brown broke open a 
close game with a long touch-
down run in the third quarter 
and caught one of  Jarret 
Doege’s three touchdown 
passes to lead West Virginia to 
a 38-17 victory Saturday over a 
winless Kansas team that was 
without coach Les Miles.

Before a crowd of  10,759 
in the first game that West 
Virginia allowed the general 
public to attend amid the pan-
demic, the Mountaineers (3-1, 
2-1 Big 12) overcame a bevy of  
mistakes to beat the Jayhawks 
for the seventh straight time.

LIBERTY 38, SYRACUSE 21
SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Liberty 

rushing leader Josh Mack 
came down with a stomach bug 
Friday night, so Shedro Louis 
got the nod and helped sink 
Syracuse in a big way.

The seldom-used running 
back scored on touchdown 
runs of  75 and 52 yards, quar-
terback Malik Willis passed for 
one score and ran for another, 
and Liberty beat Syracuse 
38-21 on Saturday to remain 
undefeated.

MEMPHIS 50, UCF 49
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Brady 

White’s sixth touchdown pass 
with just over a minute re-
maining completed a school-re-
cord 21-point comeback and 
the Tigers beat UCF 50-49 on 
Saturday to snap a 13-game 
losing streak to the Bulls.

After White found Calvin 
Austin for a 4-yard score and a 
two-point try failed, the Bulls 
(2-2, 1-2 American Athletic) 
drove to the Memphis 22 
before Daniel Obarski pulled a 
40-yard field-goal attempt left 
with 19 seconds remaining.

On the Tigers’ winning 
drive, a shovel pass to Tahj 
Washington on fourth down 
went for 52 yards to the UCF 5. 
Three plays later White tossed 
the game-winner to a diving 
Austin on the left side of  the 
end zone.

Nix picks cost Auburn in loss to South Carolina

AP PHOTO/SEAN RAYFORD

South Carolina defensive back Jaycee Horn (1) celebrates an interception against Auburn during 
the first half of Saturday’s game.
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                         GULF WATER
                        TEMPERATURE

Monterrey
89/64

Chihuahua
89/57

Los Angeles
83/62

Washington
65/51

New York
63/53

Miami
86/78

Atlanta
70/56

Detroit
57/38

Houston
87/73

Kansas City
47/36

Chicago
48/35

Minneapolis
43/27

El Paso
90/54

Denver
53/39

Billings
29/26

San Francisco
77/56

Seattle
61/54

Toronto
56/42

Montreal
59/49

Winnipeg
37/19

Ottawa
55/43
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Trees
Grass
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absent low moderate high very high
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0-50 Good; 51-100 Moderate; 101-150 Unhealthy 

for sensitive groups; 151-200 Unhealthy; 201-
300 Very Unhealthy; 301-500 Hazardous

Source: scgov.net

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 

the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 

3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

The AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an 

exclusive index of eff ective temperature based on eight 

weather factors.

UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

Precipitation (in inches)

Temperatures

Source: National Allergy Bureau

Precipitation (in inches)

AIR QUALITY INDEX

CONDITIONS TODAY

Temperatures

Precipitation (in inches)

POLLEN INDEX

PORT CHARLOTTE

Temperatures

MONTHLY RAINFALL

SEBRING

Totals are from a 24-hour period ending at 5 p.m.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Possible weather-related delays today. Check 

with your airline for the most updated schedules.

 Hi/Lo Outlook Delays

AIRPORT City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

FLORIDA CITIES

WEATHER HISTORY

VENICE

WEATHER TRIVIA™

Punta Gorda

Englewood

Boca Grande

El Jobean

Venice

Cape Sable to Tarpon Springs

Tarpon Springs to Apalachicola

 Wind Speed Seas Bay/Inland
 direction in knots in feet chop

 High Low High Low

MARINE

TIDES

 Cold Warm Stationary Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

 Fronts Precipitation

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

SUN AND MOON

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

U.S. Extremes

 Minor Major Minor Major

The solunar period schedule allows planning 

days so you will be fi shing in good territory or 

hunting in good cover during those times. Major 

periods begin at the times shown and last for 1.5 

to 2 hours. The minor periods are shorter.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

SOLUNAR TABLE

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 

are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Port Charlotte

Englewood

Fort Myers

Myakka City

Punta Gorda

Lehigh Acres

Hull
Arcadia

Longboat Key

Placida

Osprey

Limestone

Venice

Sarasota

Boca Grande
Cape Coral

Sanibel
Bonita Springs

North Port

Tampa

Bradenton

Bartow

Brandon

St. Petersburg

Wauchula

Lake Wales

Frostproof
Apollo Beach

Clearwater

Ft. Meade

THE NATIONTODAY / TONIGHT

A stray afternoon 

t-storm

Mainly clear and 

humid

HIGH 88° LOW 74°
45% chance 

of rain
25% chance 

of rain

A thunderstorm 

in spots in the 

afternoon

88° / 73°
40% chance of rain

MONDAY

A thunderstorm 

in spots in the 

afternoon

89° / 72°
40% chance of rain

TUESDAY

Partly sunny and 

comfortable

89° / 73°
25% chance of rain

WEDNESDAY

Mostly cloudy with 

a thunderstorm 

possible

89° / 70°
30% chance of rain

FRIDAY

Mostly cloudy with 

a thunderstorm 

possible

88° / 72°
30% chance of rain

THURSDAY

75 83 94 96 86 85

Air Quality Index readings as of Saturday

Main pollutant: Particulates

Punta Gorda through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 1.28”

Normal month to date 1.85”

Year to date   49.42”

Normal year to date 45.97”

Record 1.42” (1996)

High/Low 89°/73°

Normal High/Low 87°/67°

Record High 94° (2018)

Record Low 51° (1977)

Sebring through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

High/Low 85°/74°

Venice through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 1.97”

Normal month to date 2.29”

Year to date   32.54”

Normal year to date 45.16”

Record 1.42” (1959)

High/Low 88°/73°

Normal High/Low 85°/66°

Record High 93° (2018)

Record Low 51° (1977)

Pollen Index readings as of Saturday

Month 2020 2019 Avg. Record/Year
Jan. 1.23 3.77 1.80 9.93/2016

Feb. 2.11 2.89 2.43 11.05/1983

Mar. trace 1.01 3.28 9.26/1970

Apr. 4.02 2.21 2.03 5.80/1994

May 4.79 5.80 2.50 15.98/2018

Jun. 9.92 11.31 8.92 23.99/1974

Jul. 8.33 13.64 8.22 14.22/1995

Aug. 9.61 7.92 8.01 15.60/1995

Sep. 8.13 0.92 6.84 14.03/1979

Oct. 1.28 6.60 2.93 10.88/1995

Nov.  2.35 1.91 5.53/2002

Dec.  3.41 1.78 6.83/2002

Year 49.42 61.83 50.65 (since 1931)

 Today Mon.

Apalachicola 82 70 s 82 72 s

Clearwater 88 75 t 89 76 pc

Daytona Beach 83 73 sh 84 74 t

Fort Lauderdale 86 79 t 87 79 t

Gainesville 82 67 pc 83 69 pc

Jacksonville 77 67 sh 80 69 s

Key Largo 84 79 sh 85 79 t

Key West 86 78 sh 86 80 sh

Lakeland 86 73 t 88 73 t

Melbourne 83 77 sh 84 77 t

Miami 86 78 t 87 79 t

Naples 88 75 t 87 74 pc

Ocala 84 68 t 85 70 pc

Okeechobee 83 73 sh 85 73 t

Orlando 86 73 sh 86 73 t

Panama City 83 68 s 84 69 s

Pensacola 82 67 s 83 67 s

St. Augustine 80 73 sh 82 73 pc

St. Petersburg 88 75 pc 89 75 t

Tallahassee 83 65 s 84 67 s

Vero Beach 85 77 sh 86 77 t

West Palm Beach 85 79 t 85 78 t

Today 3:48a 11:21a 5:50p 10:52p

Mon. 4:17a 12:15p 6:59p 11:11p

Today 2:25a 9:37a 4:27p 9:08p

Mon. 2:54a 10:31a 5:36p 9:27p

Today 1:20a 8:36a 3:40p 7:41p

Mon. 1:44a 9:31a 4:59p 7:51p

Today 4:20a 11:50a 6:22p 11:21p

Mon. 4:49a 12:44p 7:31p 11:40p

Today 12:40a 8:16a 2:42p 7:47p

Mon. 1:09a 9:10a 3:51p 8:06p

 ENE 7-14 1-3 Light

 NE 8-16 2-4 Moderate

Ft. Myers 88/74 storms afternoon

Punta Gorda 89/74 storms afternoon 

Sarasota 89/76 storms afternoon 

First

Oct 23

Full

Oct 31

Last

Nov 8

New

Nov 14

Today 9:25 a.m. 8:40 p.m.

Monday 10:34 a.m. 9:30 p.m.

Today 7:30 a.m. 6:57 p.m.

Monday 7:30 a.m. 6:56 p.m.

Today 7:27a 1:13a 7:56p 1:41p

Mon. 8:30a 2:16a 9:00p 2:45p

Tue. 9:37a 3:21a 10:07p 3:52p

PUBLICATION DATE: 10/18/20

WORLD CITIES
 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Amsterdam 55 45 sh 56 46 c

Baghdad 96 62 pc 96 64 s

Beijing 71 41 pc 71 41 pc

Berlin 49 39 c 51 39 sh

Buenos Aires 82 71 s 79 56 r

Cairo 88 69 s 91 71 s

Calgary 25 20 c 34 24 c

Cancun 86 78 t 86 76 t

Cape Town 69 54 c 65 54 c

Caracas 90 74 t 89 75 t

Dublin 56 50 pc 56 51 r

Halifax 57 43 pc 58 51 r

Kiev 50 41 c 49 37 sh

London 56 46 pc 58 54 c

Madrid 70 45 pc 76 57 pc

Mexico City 77 54 pc 77 52 t

Montreal 59 49 c 55 45 r

Moscow 49 36 r 42 35 pc

New Delhi 93 72 pc 91 69 pc

Paris 57 41 c 59 51 pc

Rio de Janeiro 79 70 pc 81 71 c

Rome 66 48 pc 68 47 s

St. John’s 57 48 pc 57 47 c

San Juan 88 76 sh 87 75 t

Sydney 72 60 sh 67 58 pc

Tokyo 64 59 c 62 58 r

Toronto 56 42 c 52 41 r

Vancouver 55 49 r 57 48 c

High   95° at Borrego Springs, CA Low   15° at Kabetogama, MN

(For the 48 contiguous states yesterday)

83°

On Oct. 18, 1910, a hurricane in Florida 

caused 70-mph northeast winds on 

Florida’s west coast. 

Q: Are cloudy nights usually warmer or 

colder than clear nights?

88/74

86/74

85/72
89/75

88/75

88/77

88/74

88/74

89/74

89/74

88/74

88/73
88/73

86/74

87/73

88/75

86/73

88/77

88/75

89/75

87/73

88/73

89/75

86/73

89/76

88/75

87/77

89/75

89/75

89/74

Forecasts and graphics provided by 

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

 Today Mon.

 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Knoxville 70 51 s 75 52 pc

Las Vegas 91 64 s 90 63 s

Little Rock 77 64 t 79 60 t

Los Angeles 83 62 s 81 61 pc

Louisville 66 54 c 67 58 sh

Memphis 74 64 sh 79 61 pc

Milwaukee 47 33 pc 47 36 c

Minneapolis 43 27 pc 42 29 c

Montgomery 81 61 s 83 61 s

Nashville 70 59 pc 79 60 pc

New Orleans 85 71 pc 85 70 t

New York City 63 53 pc 64 55 c

Norfolk, VA 69 60 s 72 61 pc

Oklahoma City 66 42 pc 61 50 pc

Omaha 48 32 pc 50 32 pc

Philadelphia 65 50 pc 70 54 pc

Phoenix 97 68 s 97 67 s

Pittsburgh 63 49 pc 57 51 sh

Portland, ME 59 41 s 60 47 c

Portland, OR 64 54 pc 63 50 c

Providence 62 42 pc 64 47 c

Raleigh 69 49 s 74 53 pc

Rapid City, SD 37 25 c 41 30 c

Salt Lake City 72 48 s 72 46 s

St. Louis 61 42 r 51 42 c

San Antonio 90 72 pc 91 71 pc

San Diego 79 65 pc 77 64 pc

San Francisco 77 56 pc 74 55 pc

Seattle 61 54 r 61 51 c

Washington, DC 65 51 s 71 55 pc

Albuquerque 80 49 s 79 49 s

Anchorage 39 32 c 39 30 pc

Atlanta 70 56 pc 76 58 s

Baltimore 66 50 pc 70 53 pc

Birmingham 78 60 s 81 60 s

Boise 67 47 pc 68 44 c

Boston 58 46 s 61 50 pc

Buff alo 61 47 c 54 47 sh

Burlington, VT 61 49 pc 59 50 sh

Charleston, WV 69 50 pc 66 55 c

Charlotte 68 47 s 74 52 pc

Chicago 48 35 sh 48 38 c

Cincinnati 62 49 pc 62 53 sh

Cleveland 58 46 pc 55 46 sh

Columbia, SC 72 51 pc 78 57 s

Columbus, OH 61 48 pc 58 48 sh

Concord, NH 60 36 pc 62 44 c

Dallas 86 60 pc 73 62 c

Denver 53 39 pc 71 46 pc

Des Moines 47 32 r 45 32 c

Detroit 57 38 c 51 38 sh

Duluth 37 23 pc 39 25 pc

Fargo 38 22 pc 40 23 c

Hartford 62 40 pc 65 48 c

Helena 34 31 sn 48 39 c

Honolulu 86 75 sh 86 75 sh

Houston 87 73 pc 86 70 t

Indianapolis 63 43 c 56 41 c

Jackson, MS 83 62 s 84 64 s

Kansas City 47 36 c 48 39 pc

A: Warmer. Clouds prevent heat loss to 

space

season and, in fact wasn’t a big contrib-
utor during the regular season, but has 
come up big in the postseason.

Figured it out yet? No, not Randy 
Arozarena. By now the entire world 
seems to be talking about the amazing 
October performance from the guy who 
some thought was a throw-in to the Jose 
Martinez trade.

Almost one month to the day after 
Tampa acquired Arozarena, they dealt 
reliever Emilio Pagan to the Padres 
for Manuel Margot and catcher Logan 
Driscoll. At the time, the biggest question 
seemed to be what the deal meant for 
Kevin Kiermaier.

Margot gave the Rays another speedy, 
defense-orientated center field type and 
the veteran Kiermaier had reason to 
worry. But the concern proved to be for 
naught as Margot appeared to be ticketed 
for work as a fourth outfielder, pinch 
runner, defensive replacement type.

During the 60-game regular season, 
Margot hit .269 with a homer and 11 RBI 
and 12 steals in 145 at bats. But in the post-
season, he’s not only matched the batting 
average and RBI totals, he’s hit four more 
homers ... in 108 FEWER AT BATS.

Whenever the offseason arrives the 
Rays will have to make some decisions 
about their very crowded outfield 
situation.

A VERY BRADY SEASON
Today’s matchup between the Tampa 

Bay Bucs and Green Bay Packers is being 
billed as “the battle of  the old guys” as 
quarterbacks Tom Brady and Aaron 
Rodgers face off.

It seems as though every Bucs’ game 
this season has featured some sort of  
Brady-centric storyline.

Week 1 featured the first old guys battle 
as Brady and the Bucs’ took on Drew 
Brees and the Saints.

Then it Week 4 with the Los Angeles 
Chargers starting first-year quarterback 
Justin Herbert, it was the wily veteran vs. 
the green rookie.

Last week against the Bears and Nick 
Foles, it was a rematch of  Super Bowl 
52, even though both quarterbacks were 
employed by different teams in that 
particular game.

Down the line we can look forward to 
Brady vs. Brees, Part 2, Brady vs. Patrick 
Mahomes and the Chiefs (the greatest 
of  all time vs. the greatest right now) 
and Brady vs. kind of  old guy Matt Ryan 
(twice).

I get that that Brady makes for good 
copy and good TV, but surely there are 
some other interesting stories to tell 
coming out of  the Bucs’ camp.

Email Sports Editor Scott Zucker at scott.
zucker@yoursun.com and follow him on 
Twitter @scottzucker.

ZUCKER
FROM PAGE 1B

fifth. While it wouldn’t have been a 
homer, it robbed Marcell Ozuna of  
extra bases, and the Braves a likely 
run.

Betts let out a emphatic shout while 
pumping both fists, then celebrated 
with center fielder Bellinger while 
Buehler held his right arm high in the 
air.

Buehler threw 65 of  his 89 pitches 
for strikes, allowing seven hits while 
striking out six without a walk. After 
Atlanta loaded the bases with three 
singles in a row to start the top of  sec-
ond — the last hit by his Vanderbilt 
roommate Dansby Swanson — the 
right-hander really brought the heat, 
with 10 consecutive fastballs to get out 
of  the jam.

Austin Riley struck out on a 98.7 
mph pitch before Nick Markakis took 
a called third strike on 99.7 mph. 
Cristian Pache, the 21-year-old rookie 
who had an RBI in each of  his first 
four NLCS starts, was retired on an 
inning-ending groundout.

It was a much different result than 
Buehler’s postseason debut two years 
ago in Game 3 of  the NL Division 
Series, when the Braves also loaded 

the bases against him in the second 
inning. After a walk drove in a run, 
Ronald Acuña Jr. hit a grand slam on 
the next pitch for a 5-0 lead.

With Buehler out of  Saturday’s 
game, Nick Markakis greeted Blake 
Treinen with triple to right leading off 
off the seventh and came home on a 
one-out double by Acuña.

The Braves had a strange sixth 
against Buehler, when Ozzie Albies 
hit a slow chopper down the first 
base line that was fielded by Muncy, 
who then made the tag before the ball 
popped out. Albies thought he was out 
and never touched first base. Muncy 
tossed the ball to Buehler, who tagged 
the runner already heading back to 
the Atlanta dugout.

Swanson followed with his third 
single, before a stolen base and throw-
ing error by catcher Austin Barnes 
sent him to third base. Riley then hit 
a long, loud foul ball into the upper 
deck only feet foul in the left-field 
corner before he struck out.

GAME 7S
The Dodgers are playing in a Game 

7 for the third time in four years. They 
beat Milwaukee 5-1 in the deciding 
game of  the 2018 NLCS, after losing 
5-1 to the Houston Astros in Game 7 of  
the 2017 World Series. Atlanta hasn’t 

played in a Game 7 since its 15-0 win 
over St. Louis in the 1996 NLCS.

SHORT HOPS
The 14 homers by Los Angeles are 

tied for the most in an NLCS, and two 
behind the 2008 Tampa Bay Rays for 
the most in any LCS. ... Only once 
before have the Dodgers won three 
consecutive potential elimination 
games to take a series. That was in the 
best-of-five NL Division Series in 1981. 
They won the World Series that year. 
... It was the first time in 10 postsea-
son starts that Buehler didn’t have at 
least seven strikeouts. He shares the 
record with Randy Johnson with nine 
consecutive postseason starts with at 
least seven strikeouts.

UP NEXT
Braves: Anderson needed 85 pitches 

to get through four innings in Game 2, 
when he allowed only one hit with five 
strikeouts. But he walked five batters 
in a game Atlanta held on to win 8-7.

Dodgers: Gonsolin’s postseason 
debut starting Game 2 came after 
three-time NL Cy Young Award win-
ner Clayton Kershaw was scratched 
because of  back spasms. Gonsolin 
struck out seven but allowed five runs 
in 4 1/3 innings. Kershaw pitched 
Game 4 on Thursday.

AP PHOTO/TONY GUTIERREZ

Los Angeles Dodgers right fielder Mookie Betts celebrates with center fielder Cody Bellinger after robbing Atlanta 
Braves’ Marcell Ozuna of a home during the fifth inning of Saturday’s game.

DODGERS
FROM PAGE 1B
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By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — While it’s 
nothing new for baseball and 
football playing fields, artificial 
turf  could be the newest thing 
coming to Manasota Key.

The Charlotte County adviso-
ry Planning and Zoning Board 

unanimously recommended 
allowing property owners to 
line the perimeters of  their 
properties with artificial turf  
during a recent meeting.

Charlotte County commis-
sioners are expected to be asked 
to approve the recommendation 
during their Oct. 27 meeting.

Artificial turf  does not seem 
to be the issue on Manasota 
Key. However, notification of  
property owners may be more 
of  an issue.

The Manasota and Sandpiper 
Key Zoning Overlay guides 
development on the Charlotte 
County portion of  the barrier 

island. The current zoning 
requires property owners 
to maintain a minimum 
10-foot wide vegetative strip 
around the perimeter of  their 
properties.

“Recently, some home own-
ers, and future home owners 
have requested that artificial 
turf  be allowed in the periph-
eral landscape strip,” wrote 
Shaun Cullinan, Planning and 
Zoning official in a memoran-
dum to the planning board.

County staff consulted with 
members of  the Manasota 
and Sandpiper Key Advisory 
Committee before approaching 

the advisory board, Cullinan 
said. However, the advisory 
board failed to see enough 
members for a quorum.

“I’ve learned a lot through 
this process,” Cullinan said.

A caveat is that the turf  
base needs to be set upon 
sand or some other pervious 
surface that allow water to 
pass through and into the soil. 
Concrete, asphalt or other 
impervious bases are not per-
mitted, since they could result 
in stormwater runoff.

No one spoke for nor against 
the artificial turf  at the plan-
ning board meeting.

What is more troublesome 
to some Manasota Key resi-
dents and property owners is 
that they were not aware nor 
notified of  a proposed change 
to their overlay plan, said 
Damian Ochab, president of  the 
South Manasota/Sanpiper Key 
Association.

“It’s better than green-col-
ored cement,” Ochab said 
of  the artificial turf. But as 
far the notification, he said, 
“We’d like clear and clean 
communication.”

Email: steve.reilly@yoursun.
com

Is artificial turf OK for Manasota Key?
Charlotte County’s 

Planning and 

Zoning Board  

says yes

By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — Pete Lear 
squeaked through a tough few 
weeks this summer.

But what happens next to 
North Port’s city manager 
may very well hinge on the 

upcoming 
election, when 
at least two new 
city commission-
ers will join the 
board.

Three North 
Port City 
Commission 
seats are on the 

Nov. 3 ballot. Two are open, 
since the current commission-
ers are not running. The third 
is a challenge to Mayor Debbie 
McDowell.

Over the summer, Lear was 
suspended while an outside 

consultant investigated a 
workplace romance with a 
subordinate. Lear was married, 
and the subordinate was in a 
relationship with another city 
staffer.

Lear was placed on paid 
leave in July while a report 
was prepared by a Fort Myers 
investigator. The findings in 
August showed that Lear and 
Planning Division manager 
Nicole Galehouse had admitted 
their consensual relationship. 
The 59-page Sproat Workplace 
Investigations report detailed 
the affair.

But Sproat’s report found 
little evidence that Lear had 
violated terms of  his five-year 
contract, as ethics or integrity 
weren’t spelled out clearly, ac-
cording to three of  the commis-
sioners voting to reinstate Lear 
to his $162,000-per-year job.

After the consultant submit-
ted the report in September, 
commissioners voted 3-2 to 
restore the city manager to his 
job.

Commissioners Chris Hanks, 
Pete Emrich and Vanessa 
Carusone were in the majority.

McDowell and Vice Mayor 

Jill Luke were in the minority, 
saying they wanted to fire Lear. 
Neither have backed off that 
position.

But Carusone and Hanks are 
gone in November. Hanks ran 
unsuccessfully for the Sarasota 
County Commission, and his 
his District 2 seat is open. 
Carusone is termed out.

There are six candidates 
vying for the three seats on the 
commission. (The seats held by 
Emrich and Luke will be up for 
election in 2022.)

North Port report: Lear could face tough future
Election of new 

commissioners 

could lead to 

re-evaluation
LEAR

SEE LEAR, 4C

By SUE WADE
SUN CORRESPONDENT

EL JOBEAN — Tim Berini of  
El Jobean passed away quietly, 
before dawn on March 2, with 
his son, Don, at his side.

All his life he did things his 
way, refusing doctors and pills, 
accepting hospice care only at 
the very end.

Faced with his own failing 
health, he’d said, “No ambu-
lances and fire trucks.”

He came from Michigan, but 
the 20-year-long owner-philos-
opher of  Garden Road’s Bean 
Depot Café & Museum had 
become an El Jobean legend 
and, according to his son, El 
Jobean’s biggest fan.

He’d ridden in the local 
Christmas parade, driving an 
old Cub Cadet lawnmower and 
wearing an airman’s helmet 
and goggles.

He’d been known to do 
headstands in his museum’s 
doorway, joking that it gave 
him a different perspective on 
things.

Without Tim, there would 
never have been a Bean Depot 
Café & Museum. He preserved 
and reestablished the depot as 
the community hub it had been 
in the first place.

It was Tim and the other 
founding partners of  El Jobean 
Historical Properties — Tim’s 
father-in-law Robert Wulfing 
and C. K. Meyer —w ho got 
the century-old “El Jobean 
Post Office & General Store …, 
railroad depot, temporary jail 
& residence” onto the National 
Register of  Historic Places in 
1999. (The corporation is now 
held by son Don Berini; Don’s 
mom, Ruth Wulfing Anderson; 
and Meyer.)

Don, now 40, moved away at 
18, distancing himself, as kids 
do, from the little community 
where he’d grown up.

This January, when it 
became clear his father was 
critically ill, Don returned. 
Ever since, he’s been heavily 
involved in running the Bean 
Depot.

“I knew how Pop operated 
the business,” he said. “He was 
meticulous about the changes 
he made. It came from his 
career designing custom perfor-
mance bikes. He’d say, ‘Make 
only one change at a time, or 
you won’t know what effect that 
change had.’”

So Tim made minimal menu 
updates, never installed a 
phone and took only cash.

Then bluegrass musicians, 
who loved the down-home 
atmosphere, started coming in 
one day and became part of  the 
place.

“Pop kept a list on top of  the 
fridge of  all the musicians who 
played here,” Don said. “They’d 
put down their name and num-
ber for the day they wanted to 
play. If  we had a musician call 
out, Pop started cold-calling 
to see who wanted to come 
instead. When I started doing 
that, one of  the first musicians 
I called said, ‘I’d love to, but I’m 
going to be playing at the Grand 
Ole Opry that day’!”

Don’s getting the Bean ball 
rolling again after shutdown, as 
bewitched by the old site as his 
father was, though he admits 
it needed every upgrade he’s 
given it.

“We’re keeping the old menu 
and updating the prices. In 
honor of  Pop’s stubborn old-
school belief  in cash only, we’ll 
offer a discount to cash-paying 
customers.”

After all, cash helped paper 
the walls and rafters with 
dollar bills, signed and stapled 
in place with the Dollar Bill Kit 
that they still use.

“Pop was a real sole propri-
etor, working 60 hours a week, 

cooking, managing, doing pay-
roll by hand, pencil and paper. 
He ran it his way up to the end, 
lying in bed doing payroll and 
going over daily sales.”

After Tim’s death, Ruth 
Anderson had to sort through 
17 years of  handwritten food 
receipts.

“With Pop’s passing,” said 
Don, “we didn’t know for a 
while who was in charge or 
how things were going to run.”

It’s clear who’s in charge 
now.

Don, who worked in manu-
facturing, has put in a comput-
erized payroll system; a POS for 
credit-card sales; even, for the 
first time, a phone.

Cool Bean! 
El Jobean’s historic 

Bean Depot Café & 

Museum reopens, 

the same but better

SUN PHOTOS BY SUE WADE

Getting ready to reopen the Bean Depot Café & Museum are general manager Dulcie Holbert, 
proprietor Don Berini and Don’s mom, Ruth Anderson.

The Bean Depot Café & Museum reopens Tuesday.SEE BEAN, 4C
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By WARREN RICHARDSON
SUN CORRESPONDENT

SARASOTA — With only 
six of  its 10 members present, 
Sarasota County’s Charter 
Review Board approved a pair 
of  amendments to the county 
charter this week that critics 
claim will stifle future citi-
zen-initiated changes.

The review board’s amend-
ments must now go before 
the county commission for 
approval to be placed on the 
next general election ballot in 
November 2022, when citizens 
will have an opportunity to 
approve or disapprove.

The new amendments, if  
ultimately approved by voters, 
would require:

• Signatures from 10% of  the 
registered voters in each of  
the five commission districts 

on any citizen-initiated 
amendment.

• That the amendment not 
be in conflict with the Florida 
Constitution, general law, or 
the county charter.

• That the amendment face 
scrutiny by the county for legal 
sufficiency and fiscal impacts.

• That a sponsor of  the 
amendment appear before 
the Charter Review Board 

to explain the 
proposal.

Without 
discussion, the 
board unani-
mously approved 
the measures, 
although District 
2 board member 
Donna Barcomb 

offered the explanation that 
the measures were meant to 
“educate” the public.

Critics thought otherwise.
“These proposed changes 

today add extra layers of  
regulations and bureaucracy on 
citizens’ rights to access their 
own charter,” Lourdes Ramirez, 
a Republican from Siesta Key, 
told the board.

“This is the last opportunity 
that people have to … put 
something on the ballot if  their 
election officials are not respon-
sive to the public will,” Dan 
Lobeck, president of  Control 
Growth now, said.

Critics have complained after 
the amendments became public 
in July that the new effort to 
add additional restrictions was 
a response to three citizen-ini-
tiated amendments in 2018, 
in particular the changed to 
single-member commission 
districts.

Barcomb denied that the 

change in how commissioners 
are elected had anything to do 
with the new amendments.

“I felt there was a huge issue 
with the 2018 election, and I 
don’t think people were well-ed-
ucated about the amendments,” 
Barcomb said.

The newly proposed changes 
come after county commission-
ers initiated a pair of  changes 
to the charter that were 
approved by voters in 2018.

Those changes increased the 
number of  required signatures 
on a citizen-initiated petition to 
10% of  the registered voters in 
the county from the previously 
required 5%.

In addition, petition orga-
nizers would have two years to 
gather the required signatures, 
starting the first day after the 
general election, and would 
have to submit them between 

Jan. 1 and April 1 of  the next 
general election year.

The changes approved by the 
review board come as Florida 
voters will vote on a state 
constitutional amendment Nov. 
3 that would require changes to 
the constitution be approved in 
two elections instead of  one in 
order to take effect.

That measure too is being 
challenged as another attempt 
by the Republican-controlled 
legislature to limit citizen 
input on changes to the state 
constitution.

It is not known when county 
commissioners will discuss the 
new changes approved by the 
Charter Review Board.

Email: jondaltonwr@gmail.com

Amendments could make charter changes more difficult

BARCOMB

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

Do you have old boating 
equipment that is cluttering 
your garage or yard?

If  you do, Bill Schardt would 
like to help you.

{span}Schardt is a member 
of  Learn to Sail Southwest 
Florida, an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit organization in Punta 
Gorda. {/span}

{span}Volunteers are cur-
rently seeking donations of  
boating related items as well as 
entire boats, motors and safety 
equipment.{/span}

“We will be happy to come 
and get all the unused items in 
your garage or lanai,” Schardt 
said. “This will be a win-win 
situation. Learn to Sail will 
benefit by your generosity and 
you will be decluttering your 
space.”

The club is located in the 
Bayfront building at 750 W 
Retta Esplanade, next to 

Gilchrist Park.
“Throughout the year we 

teach children and adults the 
wonderful world of  sailing,” 
Schardt said. “Our summer 
program has introduced 
hundreds of  local children to 
the liberating sport.”

The organization has been 
serving Charlotte Harbor since 
2015. There are currently 35 
volunteer members.

“This was a slow summer 
due to COVID-19,” Schardt 
said. “We enrolled about 100 
children, between the ages of  8 
and 15. Normally our number 
of  students is about 150 for the 
summer sessions. We provide 
need based scholarships for 
those families that qualify. 
During the rest of  the year 
we hold seminars, open sail 
days, adult classes and private 
lessons as requested. Our 
instructors are U.S. Sailing 
Certified and all volunteers 
must complete a Safe Sport 
course and a background 

check. We always need active 
volunteers for boat launching 
and retrieving, fundraising and 
general help. We also need cash 
donations. Our fleet consists 
of  18 daysailers, 2 windsurfers 

and a couple of  kayaks as well 
as two outboard powered safety 
boats. Donations are, possibly, 
tax deductible, due to our 501c3 
non profit status. Several of  
our volunteers hold U.S. Coast 
Guard Captains licenses.”

Call Bill at Learn to Sail at 
443-852-0105 to arrange a time 
for pickup or dropoff.

For more information, visit 
www.learntosailswf.org. 

Email: sue.erwin@yoursun.com

Sailing organization seeks boating items

FILE PHOTO BY TAMI GARCIA

Bayfront Center YMCA youth sailing students sail across Charlotte Harbor during a summer 
program.

The Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests:

• Edward Cipollaro, 
48, 5000 block of  Wilson 
Drive, Punta Gorda. 
Charge: Violation of  
probation or community 
control. Bond: None.

• Ceth Paul Thornton, 

26, homeless. Charges: 
Possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, possession 
or use of  drug parapher-
nalia, failure to leave 
property upon order by 
owner. Bond: $5,500.

• Dina Mottaguedes, 
9000 block of  Downing 

Street, Englewood. 
Charges: Two counts of  
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, possession 
or use of  drug parapher-
nalia. Bond: $12,500.

The Punta Gorda Police 
Department reported the 
following arrest:

• Kayla Marie Henry, 
27, 100 block of  Azaliza 
Way South, Fort Mead. 
Charge: Out of  county 
warrant. Bond: None.

Compiled by Sue Erwin
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Whenever you hear the 
word “nutmeg” you may 
think of  the popular spice.

At Suncoast Humane 
Society, we think of  one 
of  our very own critters. 
Nutmeg is a 3-year-old 
male guinea pig that is 
currently searching for 
his new forever home!

He was originally 
adopted Suncoast Humane 
in 2018, and returned to 
us in September of  this 
year due to no fault of  

his own. When Nutmeg 
was being looked over by 
our medical team, they 
noticed that his teeth were 
extremely overgrown.

Some may not know 
this, but small animals’ 
teeth never stop growing. 
There are also specific 
food pellets made for 
them, along with different 

chews they can have. 
These items are an abso-
lute necessity for animals 
like Nutmeg, because they 
help to file down their 
teeth.

Unfortunately, 
Nutmeg’s teeth were so 
neglected that he could no 
longer eat. He wasn’t able 
to chew any food causing 
him lose a substantial 
amount of  weight and 
putting his life at risk.

SHS’s team contacted 
Englewood Animal Health 
Center and scheduled 
an appointment to get 
Nutmeg’s teeth trimmed. 
EAHC’s medical team 
was only able to trim his 
front teeth. Nutmeg’s back 
teeth were so overgrown 

that he would need to 
be put under anesthesia 
to correct the issue, and 
with Nutmeg being so 
underweight, he wouldn’t 
survive this procedure.

Nutmeg is on a special 
diet right now, and needs 
to be bottle fed every 2-4 
hours, along with having 
chews and toys to keep his 
teeth filed down. He gets 
pain medication every 
morning to ensure he is 
comfortable throughout 
the day.

I was fortunate to foster 
Nutmeg to make sure he 
was getting around-the-
clock care, and within the 
first couple of  days there 
was already a huge turn 
around in his behavior. 

He came out of  his shell, 
began to show more 
energy and more of  his 
personality. Every time 
Nutmeg sees his feeding 
bottle, he starts to whistle. 
He loves his feeding times 
and goes to the bottle on 
his own now, making the 
process easy.

Nutmeg’s ideal envi-
ronment to recover in is a 
foster or a forever home, 
where he can continue to 
get his scheduled feedings 
and care.

At Suncoast Humane 
Society, we are always in 
need of  fosters, whether 
it is someone who can 

work on behavior plans, 
assist with medical care or 
give the animals quality 
life outside of  the shelter 
as they await for their 
forever homes.

To learn more about 
Suncoast Humane Society, 
our foster program or to 
apply to be a foster, please 
visit www.humane.org or 
give us a call at 941-474-
7884 and we will be more 
than happy to help you get 
started.

Fatime Duka is Foster 
Coordinator for the 
Suncoast Humane Society.

Looking to add some spice in your life?
Nutmeg is a 
guinea pig 

looking for a 
‘forever home’

FATIME DUKA
Suncoast Humane Society

United Way of Charlotte 
County has been raising 
and distributing funds 
to benefit the Charlotte 
County community since 
1966. Our organization has 
grown and changed over 
the years, but one thing 
has remained constant, 
UWCC’s ability to mobilize 
to help the most at risk 
members of  our commu-
nity and strengthen the 
capacity of  local nonprof-
its to meet the needs of  its 
most vulnerable citizens. 
This year’s campaign is 
especially critical as the 
community continues to 
address the challenges 
created by the pandemic.

I invite you to join our 
annual Campaign Kickoff 
on Thursday at 9 a.m. near 
the Sears Auto Center in 
the Port Charlotte Town 
Center parking lot. 

The annual fundraising 
campaign encourages 
individuals and organiza-
tions in Charlotte County 
to donate and support our 
mission to mobilize the 

power of  our community 
to break the cycle of  pov-
erty. This year’s campaign 
theme is “Mobilizers 
United.” Campaign 
Cabinet members will 
be hosting the Campaign 
Kickoff via Facebook Live. 
Give us a Like at www.
facebook.com/UWCCFL 
to get connected. The 
kickoff will launch with an 
in-person event and online 
activities and will include 
volunteer opportunities 
afterwards.

The 2020-21 campaign 
will run through the end 
of  March 2021 and seeks to 
raise more than $817,000. 

In addition to monies 
raised directly, UWCC also 
manages city and county 
dollars, as well as Season 
of Sharing funds, which 
when combined will total 
over $1.8 million managed 
and invested in our local 
community this year. 
With 5 months left in our 
campaign, we still need to 
raise $498, 951.

It is our fiduciary 
responsibility to all our 
donors to make sure that 
their dollars are having 
the largest impact possible 
in the community. A 
dollar given to UWCC 
multiplies several times 
over because we’re putting 
it where we see the most 
impact in changing lives 
here in Charlotte County.

The Campaign Kickoff 
coincides with our annual 
Day of  Caring which 
begins immediately follow-
ing the kickoff events. This 
year our focus is to Stock 
Our Shelves through 
donations of  requested 
items (a full agency 

wish list is available at 
www.unitedwayccfl.org/
dayofcaring). Projects are 
also available that vary in 
time, activity and skills 
required, but all benefit-
ting a local nonprofit.

Charlotte County is 
your community. We all 
desire to see our neighbors 
succeed, local businesses 
thrive, and our commu-
nity rise above every 
storm of life that comes 
our way.  We invite you 
to join us Thursday as we 
mobilize to break the cycle 
of  poverty in Charlotte 
County.

For more information, 
please call the United Way 
of Charlotte County at 941-
627-3539. Those wishing 
to donate to the campaign 
can do so online at www.
unitedwayccfl.org/donate. 

Angie Matthiessen is the 
Executive Director of  
United Way of  Charlotte 
County. She can be reached 
at director@unitedwayccfl.
org.

Seeking mobilizers to unite for fundraising goal

ANGIE MATTHIESSEN
United Way of   

Charlotte County
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Single Person      $385
Married Couple   $485
Plus Additional Incidental Cost

Robert D. Schwartz
Attorney At Law • Certifi ed Public Accountant

Toll Free 1-866-34TRUST(348-7878)
Paulson Centre

18245 Paulson Dr.
Suite 107 

Port Charlotte, FL 33954

Premier Executive Center
5237 Summerlin Commons 

Blvd., Suite 322
Fort Myers, FL 33907

Available by appointment

Mr. Schwartz’s qualifi cations Include:
Graduate of Univ. of Florida College of Law w/honors.
Graduated Cum Laude from Florida State University.

National Speaker on Estate & Tax Planning

“The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be 

basedsolely upon advertisement. Before you decide, ask me to send you 

freewritten information about my qualifi cation and experience.”
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David Iannotti and Richard 
Suggs are running for 
Carusone’s District 1 seat.

Barbara Langdon and former 
commissioner Jacqueline 
Moore are running for Hanks’s 
District 2 seat. Moore won 
in the city primary, and 
Langdon took second place by 
a single vote against former 
commissioner Cheryl Cook.

McDowell seeks a second 
term against Jerry Nicastro in 
District 3.

All the six candidates have 
expressed concerns, doubt or 
questions when asked in voter 
forums or interviews about the 
decision to retain Lear. Many, 
though, have dodged a straight 
yes or no.

McDowell, however, will have 
Lear on her radar should she 
get re-elected, she said Friday, 

urging discussion on his future 
at the city’s first meeting once 
election results are decided.

“We cannot have this 
lingering over city hall,” 
McDowell said. “It is not 
healthy for our staff. And will 
the new commission have the 
confidence in (Lear’s) ability 
to lead the city? That’s the big 
question. It will be the first 
order of  business.”

Moore, the city’s former 
mayor, had said she would’ve 
voted to remove Lear, had 
she been a commissioner. 
But what happens should she 
defeat Langdon is speculation, 
however.

“In my experience in 
leadership development,” 
Moore added, “the ability for 
the senior most administrator 
to lead is trust … and that 
has been broken. Part of  
community-building means 
that if  there’s a tear in the 
social contract, and that’s one 
of  my top priorities, that has 
an effect on the community.”

Iannotti reserved comment 
on the future, but insisted 
that Lear had hurt the city’s 
reputation.

“He disappointed a lot of  
people,” he said.

Nicastro argued that Lear 
had “taken ownership” in 

admitting to the consensual 
relationship.

“Let him do his job,” he 
said, adding that he as a 
commissioner would deal with 
future circumstances on Lear 
“if  there’s a problem.”

Lear’s drama was over, as far 
as Langdon is concerned, as 
commissioners had decided the 
matter in September.

“How will it me work with 
him if  I bash him,” she asked. 
“What good is that going to do 
the city?”

Considering how the 
coronavirus had impacted city 
finances, Suggs said he “didn’t 
want to change horses in 

mid-stream. I have to consider 
what’s best for North Port.”

Lear on Friday offered that 
commissioners are free to “do 
whatever they want to do.”

Email: craig.garrett@yoursun.
com

SUGGS MOORE MCDOWELL NICASTROLANGDONIANNOTTI

LEAR
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City of North Port 
Commission Race
District Seat 1

David Iannotti

Richard G. Suggs

District Seat 2

Barbara A. Langdon

Jacqueline Moore

District Seat 3

Debbie McDowell

Jerry L. Nicastro

In the office he’s got 
four boards covered with 
colored sticky notes 
keeping track of  tasks 
“New,” “Assigned,” “Past 
Due” and “Achieved.” 
Critical health-and-
safety actions are bright 
pink; the less critical are 
blue.

“If  Pop were here, 
he’d lose his mind!” Don 
laughed.

Tacked below the 
to-do boards is a 2018 
reminder that Tim 
wrote, for himself  and 
others, in such emphatic, 
capitalized script that his 
pen nearly pierced the 
paper:

“Never Forget. This 
Place is about Having 
Fun! Offering History. 
& Offering the Best We 
Have to Give.”

Asked if  he’s going to 
run things like his dad 
did, Don said, “You need 
policies and procedures, 

too. We were having very 
strong numbers before 
COVID-19, the property 
is paid off and we can 
hire additional staff to 
elevate the Bean — not 
change it, but make 
it a better version of  

what it already is. It’s 
a challenge. How do 
you improve without 
change?”

Staying true to an 
Old Florida vision takes 
special sleight of  hand 
in 2020.

Don has thoroughly 
cleaned up the café’s 
screen porch, opening 
it to sunlight and 
breezes. He replaced 
old plastic seating 
with his own hand-
crafted wooden 
benches, power-washed 
the screen to such 
transparency that 
everybody thought it 
wasn’t there anymore, 
weeded out the pepper 
trees that once blocked 
the backyard.
“This is such a       

beautiful porch,” said 

Don. “I get why Dad 
loved it so much, but it 
needed cleaning.”

They’re strategizing 
how to open for season, 
changing as little as 
possible while following 
CDC guidelines to keep 
staff and customers safe.

Don said, “Man, it 
would be great to have 
Pop back with his 20 
years’ experience, but he 
couldn’t have kept doing 
things the same way in a 
pandemic. I want people 
to feel comfortable and 
safe. And I want to 
protect my four-week-old 
little girl, Macy.”

Bean Depot Café & 
Museum ($-$$), 941-
235-0928, 4370 Garden 
Road, El Jobean, 
soft-reopens Oct. 20, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Sunday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday to 9 p.m.

Sewer installation 
on surrounding streets 
might slow traffic during 
reopening, but it should 
be complete in time for 
a Bean Depot Halloween 
celebration.

On Oct. 28, Charlotte 
County will place a 
historical marker 
directly across Garden 
Road from the depot, 
honoring the historic 
heart of  El Jobean.

BEAN
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Immigration film, 
discussion series

The Immigration 
Justice Committee, 
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of  Charlotte 
County, 1532 Forest 
Nelson Blvd,. invites all 
to watch the new series, 
“Immigration Nation,” 
a six-part series made 
in cooperation with the 
U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
Agency, and then 
participate in a series of  
online discussions. The 
remaining discussion 
schedule is as follows:

Episodes 5 and 6: 
6 p.m.-7 p.m. Oct. 21.

To register, provide 
your name and 
email address to 
Immigrationjusticeuu@
gmail.com. A Zoom link 
will be sent one day 
prior to each scheduled 
discussion. For more 
information, call 
941-258-8473.

Mid-County Regional 
Library closure

The Mid-County 
Regional Library will be 
closed from Oct.14-Nov. 
10 because it is an early 
voting site.

The Punta Gorda 
Charlotte Library will 
remain open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, and the 
Englewood Charlotte 
Library will be open 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday.

Curbside holds pickup 
will continue at the 
Mid-County Regional 
Library and all other 
library branches 
from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday.

For information, 
contact Tracy Herman 
at 941-613-3188 or 
Tracy.Herman@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

COMMUNITY 
NEWS BRIEFS

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Bean Depot bluegrass night on the backyard stage.

We Deliver. 
You Ring, 
We Bring!

Stone Starting @ $49.99/yd

No Subcontractors | FREE ESTIMATES

ustomized
urbing & Discount Rocks

941-623-6192
7501 Sawyer Circle | Port Charlotte

We sell & Install:
• Curbing      
• Plants         
• Pavers

• Decorative Stone             

• Full Landscaping
• Professional Landscape 
Renovations

  *paver installation not available in Charlotte County  
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SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

941-621-7973

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
adno=3768967-1
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KEEP THE HEAT OUT AND THE COOL IN!
Solving your window problems and having a comfortable home is 

easy and enjoyable when you choose Renewal by Andersen. With 

this great offer, you save money on your window project – 

and you’ll also save on high energy bills for years to come!

70%
MORE ENERGY 
EFFICIENT IN 

SUMMER2

Helps keep 
the heat 

out and the 
cool in.

SmartSun 
glass

40%
Windows and Patio Doors!

OFF1

BUY 
ONE
GET 
ONE

Minimum purchase of 4. Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

4
AND
$0 Money Down, $0 Interest,

$0  Monthly Payments for 12 months¹

Offer Ends October 31 
Call for your FREE in-home consultation.

844-957-3570

“ My overall experience was great. I love the window, and from sales to scheduling, the 
experience was very good. The installers are highly skilled professionals and I 
would recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.”

LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER

4.7 out of 5 BASED ON 95,000+ REVIEWS

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 10/31/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 
money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 7/1/2020 and 9/30/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less 
than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount 
is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions 
without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations 
and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Los 
Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. All other license numbers available upon request. Some 
Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window u-factor to the u-factor for clear 
dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “ENERGY STAR” is 
a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12288                     
                          *Using U.S. and imported parts.



N/E/P/C www.yoursun.com  |  The Sun  |  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020    PAGE 5C

OBITUARIES
CHARLOTTE

Dr. Michael Charles Alpern
Dr. Michael Charles Alpern, 

77, of  Port Charlotte, Fla., passed 
away April 7, 2020. A Memorial 

Service for Dr. 
Alpern will take 
place on Sunday, 
October 25, 2020, 
at 2 p.m. at the 
Wyvern Hotel; 
101 E Retta 
Esplanade, Punta 
Gorda, FL 33950.

Any donations in Dr. Alpern’s 
name can be sent to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Please visit www.kaysponger-
pc.com to leave condolences to 
the Alpern family and to view a 
full obituary.

Jay Kendall Andrews
Jay Kendall Andrews, 87, of  

Port Charlotte passed away on 
Oct. 12, 2020, at Port Charlotte 
Hospice House after a long ill-

ness. He was born 
in Mason City, 
Iowa, to Carolyn 
and Clarence 
Andrews, raised 
in Plainfield, N.J., 
and settled in 
Brick, N.J., where 
he raised his 

family.
He honorably 

served in The Army 
of  Occupation in 
Germany from 
1955-1959 as a mem-
ber of  the Second 
Armored Division 

Band. After being honorably 
discharged from the US Army, 
he earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Brockport State University 
in Brockport, N.Y., and a 
Master’s Degree in Supervisory 
Education from Monmouth 
University in Long Branch, NJ. 
Jay was a beloved high school 
history teacher and dedicated 
ice hockey coach at Brick 
Township High School. Living 
along the Jersey Shore, he was 
an avid boater who loved both 
fishing and hunting. He was a 
Commander in the US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, a member 
of  the Sons of  the American 
Revolution and a Master Mason 
in good standing at Durand 
Masonic Lodge #179 F&AM in 
Point Pleasant, NJ.

He is predeceased by his 
brother, Ronald, and his son, 
Mark. Jay leaves behind his 
wife, Bette, his children, Jay 
(Susan) and Jill (Deanna), his 
granddaughter, Megan (Steve) 
and Bette’s children, Henry and 
Catherine Halbuer.

Interment will be at Sarasota 
National Cemetery. Due to 
COVID-19, all services will be 
conducted in private.

Nancy Berner
Nancy Berner, 65, died Sept. 

25, 2020. She was born in N.J. in 
1955, where she lived most of  
her life. Nancy retired from UPS 
after 27 years & moved to Port 
Charlotte, Fla.

She was a member of  the Rock 
Calvary Chapel in Punta Gorda, 
Fla. Wife of  late husband Bruce 
Oliver Berner. Survived by her 
daughter Trish (Paul) Dempster, 
of  Port Charlotte, Fla., her 
sister Dale Maxwell, of  Millville, 
N.J., & many extended family 
that includes several nieces & 
nephews.

At this time the family has no 
services planned.

Mildred B. Suggitt
Mildred B. Suggitt, of  

Waterford, Mich., formerly of  
Port Charlotte, Fla., passed away 
Oct. 13, 2020, at 89 years of  age. 
She was born April 4, 1931, in 
Detroit, Mich., daughter to the 
late Gustav and Emilee Bendlin 
(nee Feldt).

Loving wife of  the late Harold, 
dear Mother of  David (Cheryl) 
Suggitt; sister of  Irma (the 
late Armoun) Schnell; proud 
grandmother of  Tracy Suggitt 
and Dana (Andrew) Temerowski; 
great-grandmother of  Andrew 
Suggitt and Annabelle 
Temerowski.

A private service will be held 
at a later date.

Arrangements entrusted to 
Coats Funeral Home- Waterford. 
In lieu of  flowers, donations can 
be made to Michigan Animal 
Rescue League (MARL), in 
Pontiac Mich. Kindly keep 
Mildred and her family in your 
thoughts and prayers during this 
time.

To post a condolence, visit 
www.CoatsFuneralHome.com.

Genaro ‘Gene’ V. Villareal
Genaro “Gene” V. Villareal, 80, 

of  Sarasota, Fla., former resi-
dent of  Port Charlotte, Fla. died 
Thursday, Oct. 8, 2020.

Arrangements by Roberson 
Funeral Home Port Charlotte 
Chapel.

Jeanne R. Zapf

Jeanne R. Zapf, 58, of  Port 
Charlotte, Fla., passed away 
Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020, at BHPC 
with her loving boyfriend by her 
side.

She was born Sept. 1, 1962, in 
Baltimore, Md.

Jeanne worked for the 
Charlotte County Property 
Appraisers for over 32 years. 
She moved to Port Charlotte in 
1987 from Baltimore, Md. Jeanne 
Volunteered for Charlotte County 
C.E.R.T. / P.I.O.

She is survived by her boy-
friend, Chris Shipman of Punta 
Gorda; daughters, Amber Zapf of  
Port Charlotte, and Jessica Zapf  
of  Virginia, five grandchildren, 
Gabriel Charles Zapf and Colton 
Harley-Hanson Zapf of  Port 
Charlotte, De’shauna, Malisha, 
and Jayden of Virginia; brothers, 
Steve Pully of  Virginia, and 
Jon Pully of  Maryland; sister, 
Marilyn Kenney of Maryland.

Jeanne was preceded in death 
by her father Carl “Gene” Pully, 
her mother Paula E. Helander, 
her grandparents, Charles Ellis 
and Pauline Beaver.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
can be made to Community 
Cats of  Charlotte or the Animal 
Welfare League.

ENGLEWOOD

HJ Banks
HJ Banks, passed peacefully 

to be with the Lord on Friday, 
Sept. 18, 2020, in Englewood, Fla., 

surrounded by his 
loving family.

A Celebration 
of Life will be held 
on Oct. 24, 2020, at 
Duffy’s in Sarasota 
at 11:30 a.m.

To view the full 
obituary, details 

of  the Celebration of Life and to 
RSVP, please visit www.people-
scooperativefuneralhome.com

Patricia S. Hopp
May 6, 1942 — Oct. 13, 2020
Patricia S. Hopp, 78, of  Placida, 

Fla., died on Oct. 13, 2020. Patti 
was born in Indianapolis to 

Charles and 
Bertha Pruett on 
May 6, 1942. She 
graduated from 
Ben Davis High 
School in 1960. 
Model, performer, 
and ballet pointe 
dancer, she 

performed with a “USO Tour of  
European and Far East service 
bases” in 1960, earned titles 
as “Indianapolis 500 Festival 
Princess” in 1962 and Hillsdale 
Rose Queen in 1964, performed 
on the same billing with Sunny 
and Cher in Monticello in 1965, 
and many more. She graduated 
from Purdue University, West 
Lafayette-Indiana, with a 
master’s in physical education 
in 1966.

Patti married James Hopp on 
Jun. 7, 1969, at Trader’s Point 
Christian Church in Indianapolis. 
She worked as a guidance coun-
selor at Noblesville and Carmel 
schools for more than 20-years. 
She was involved in the Rotonda 
West Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 10476 Ladies 
Auxiliary where she served as 
Chaplain.

Patti is survived by her daugh-
ters and their husbands Melinda 
and Dean Ziegler, Marcella and 
Todd Huber; grandchildren 
Jackson, Alexis, Norah, and 
Gabrielle; step-grandchildren 
Jason, Chad, and wife Michelle; 
and great-grandchildren Marissa, 
and Jaden. She also left behind a 
sweet calico cat named Mango.

Services will be held at 
11:30 a.m. on Friday Oct. 23, 2020 
at Gulf  Pines Memorial Park 
Chapel of  Peace in Englewood, 
Fla. Funeral arrangements by: 
Lemon Bay Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services. Donations to 
The Alzheimer’s Association in 
lieu of flowers.

Stephanie Masula
Stephanie Masula, was born 

Jan. 9, 1945, in McKeesport, Pa.
Daughter of  Chaz and Ann 

Babic. Stephanie 
is survived by her 
older brother Dr. 
Stephen Babic and 
her younger sister 
Sally Ann Babic.

Stephanie grew 
up in Duquesne, 
Pa., and graduated 

from Duquesne High School 
in 1962. After high school 
Stephanie began a career with 
Westinghouse Corporation in 
Pittsburgh.

Soon after she met and mar-
ried Robert Lawrence Masula 
and had three children: Bobby, 
Dustin and Lisa.

The family lived in 
Monroeville, Pa., and in 1978, 
moved to Boca Raton, Fla.

When she moved to Boca 
Raton with the help of  her 
Brother, she brought a business 
Boca Bath Shop on Palmetto 
Park Road which she owed and 
managed for a few years.

Years later she began a new 
career working for Levitz 
Furniture.

In early 2004, she and her 
husband built their dream home 
in South Gulf  Cove in Placida, 
Fla., and moved into their sunset 
years.

The happiest time of  
Stephanie’s life was when she 
became “Nana” to Cassidy, her 
granddaughter. Cassidy was 
the light of  her life and enjoyed 
spending time with her.

When she lived on the West 
Coast of  Florida she made a new 
circle of  friends. She enjoyed 
time with dinners, BBQ’s, Arts 
and Craft shows and a Sunday 
evening at Englewood Beach.

First and foremost, Stephanie 
was a wonderful mother of  three 
kids and a faithful and devoted 
wife for over 48 years. She was 
extremely proud of  her heritage, 
her family and enjoyed life. 
When not working she always 
enjoyed the beach, art and crafts, 
bass fishing, shopping and trips 
to Disney World!.

When Stephanie was 70 years 
old she developed Pancreatic 
Cancer and her long fight began. 
While she fought for four years 
the cancer never broke her 
spirit, she was determined to 
fight and live on and till her final 
hours she continued to smile 
and say Thank You! And I love 
you to all!!

Stephanie’s surviving fam-
ily members are her brother 
Stephen, sister Sally, three 
children Bobby, Dustin, Lisa and 
beloved granddaughter Cassidy 
Jean and a host of  other rela-
tives and dear friends.

Stephanie left this world 
and entered The Kingdom on 
Sept. 18, 2020, at 8:15 p.m.

We Love you Mom!! God Bless 
You! We will see you in Heaven.

In lieu of  flowers the family 
asks that a donation is made 
in Stephanie’s memory to the 
American Cancer Society.

Service will be held at 
Fellowship Church, located at 
140 Rotonda Blvd W, Rotonda 
West, FL 33947, Friday Oct. 23, at 
1 p.m.

NORTH PORT

Fred William Timm
Fred William “Bill” Timm, 81, 

passed away in the early morn-
ing of  Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020, 
due to an injury. Bill was born to 

Harold and Grace 
Timm on Nov. 18, 
1938, in Dallas, 
Texas. Bill was 
wed to Corinne 
“Connie” Lucille 
Aldridge on April 
7, 1978, and they 
were together for 

26 wonderful years. 
Bill is survived by 
his stepson Bruce 
Aldridge, grandchil-

dren Calum Aldridge, Luke 
Wardell, Heather Bennett, and 
his sister and brothers.

Bill served in the U.S. Coast 
Guard. He worked his career at 
and retired from the Ford Motor 
Co.

Bill and Connie were resident 
in Richardson, Texas until 
moving to North Port in 1993. 
Bill was a member of  and had 
numerous friends at the reptile, 
fern, orchid, bromeliad, and 
succulent clubs. Bill loved all 
creatures great and small. Bill 
also actively supported and 
worked with friends at voting 
activities.

A celebration of  Bill’s life will 
be held when appropriate.

Featured Events
Car Show at the Military Heritage Museum
The Military Heritage Museum will be host to the PGI Car 

Club’s first-ever Car Show on Saturday, Oct. 31 from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. at the Military Heritage Museum, 900 West Marion 

Ave. Punta Gorda.There will be a variety of antique, classic, 

and collectible cars on display, as well as the museum’s latest 

artifact, a Military Utility Tactical Truck.  The car show is free 

however donations to the Museum are greatly appreciated. 

At 2:30 p.m., the Gulf Theater will feature the documentary is 

“The Best Military Vehicles”.  

Charlotte County Democrats Food Drive
The Charlotte County Democrats will be collecting 

non-perishable food for distribution to families in Charlotte 

County.  Our office is located at 3596 Tamiami Trail, #102, 

Port Charlotte, FL.  We are open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. M-F, 

Saturdays 10 a.m.-12 p.m., and Tuesdays 4-6 p.m. If you have 

any questions, please call our office, (941) 764-8440.  

Charlotte State Bank & Trust
Charlotte State Bank & Trust is holding complimentary 

webinars this week from 10 to 11 a.m.: “Avoiding Estate-

Planning Mistakes, with Celebrity Examples,” Oct. 20; “Stocks, 

Bonds, and Exchange Traded Funds,” Oct. 21; and ”Family 

Administrating Your Estate Plan,” Oct. 22. To register, visit 

www.charlottestatebank.com or contact Christine Hause at 

941-624-1917 or chause@csbtfl.com.

VFW  Cape Haze Dr.
BINGO is back! Be part of the exciting Bingo Action at VF W 

Post 10476! NO SMOKING Bingo starting Wednesday, Oct. 

21, 2020, at 7 p.m. Bring your friends, family, and neighbors. 

OPEN to the Public. Play to win CASH prizes and Split the Pot 

50\50. BAR POKER NO SMOKING Every Sunday beginning at 

2:30 p.m.

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

How to list a Featured Event
To have your event listed in our “Featured Events” box 

that is published in the Sun send your wording and your 

contact information to calendar@YourSun.com at least 

two business days before you want it published. The cost 

is $10 a day and your listing can have no more than 400 

characters. 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
MARRIAGES

Edmund Alan Schrank, 
of  Placida, and Lori Ann 
McKeown, of  Placida.

Amanda Nicole Kish, of  
Cape Coral, and Rodrigo 
Guimaraes Costa, of  Cape 
Coral.

Keri Elizabeth Oliveira, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Brian Scott Lowe, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Adriana Jacqueline 
Mangiafico, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Jose Daniel 
Jaramillo, of  Port Charlotte.

Thomasin Ames Hall, of  
Punta Gorda, and Sidney 
Quinn Parris, of  Punta 
Gorda.

Lindsey Morgan Sams, of  
Punta Gorda, and Andrew 
Timothy Vullo, of  Punta 
Gorda.

Judith Ellen Goodell, of  
Fort Myers, and Albert John 
Spangenberg, of  Fort Myers.

Richard Rendon, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Michael Alice 
Crispino, of  Port Charlotte.

Karyn Deshannon 
Hartline, of  Englewood, 
and Laura Marie Gilbert, of  
Englewood.

Jennifer Theresa Vitiello, 
of  North Port, and Kyle Jay 
Stephen Chermansky, of  
North Port.

Luis Enrique Ramirez 
Aguilar, of  Miami, and 
Rebecca Diaz, of  Miami.

Ashley Nichole Stephens, 
of  North Port, and Doug 
Kenneth Richard, of  
Englewood.

Steven Jay Roth, of  
Port Charlotte, and Debra 
Dodd Simonsohn, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Louis Michael Franek, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Tiffany Lea Hermes, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Danielle Lynne Angelo, 
of  Port Charlotte, and 
Robert John Close, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Nicolas Edward Jones, of  
Port Charlotte, and Leanne 
Allison Schwartz, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Cameron Mikal Ruhl 
McGinnis, of  Englewood, 
and Lindsey Lorraine Keene, 
of  Englewood.

Brion Matthew Keasey, of  
Port Charlotte, and Rebecca 
Michelle Ferrell, of  Port 
Charlotte. 

Elaine Charlene Abate, 
of  Punta Gorda, and Steven 
Paul Simard, of  Punta 
Gorda.

Jackie David Haes, of  
Englewood, and Janice 
Elizabeth Kundert, of  
Englewood.

Joseph Dusperoux, of  
Lauderdale Lakes, Florida, 
and Roselaure Jean Baptiste, 
of  Saint Albans, New York.

Devin Leigh Mulquin, of  

Punta Gorda, and Stephen 
David Correll, of  Punta 
Gorda.

Matthew Allen Buxton, 
of  North Port, and Jessica 
Anne Huylebroeck, of  North 
Port.

Aia Khang, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Brandon 
David Magiera, of  Port 
Charlotte.

Tishonna Natalya Riley, 
of  Arcadia, and Claudio 
Alejandro Concha-Guzman, 
of  Arcadia.

Mary Mylene Manzano 
Padilla, of  Port Charlotte, 
and Matthew Corey 
Hutchins, of  Port Charlotte.

Denise Annmarie 
Kowalik, of  Huntley, Illinois, 
and Brian Jeffrey Biagini, of  
Libertyville, Illinois.

Taylor Gregory Gates, 
of  Centennial, Colorado, 
and Taylor Marie Mack, of  
Centennial, Colorado

Robert Anthony Lusardi, 
of  Lexington, Kentucky, and 
Nicole Marlaine Houle, of  
Lexington, Kentucky.

Stephenie Jeanne Catts, 
of  Germantown, Maryland, 
and Christopher Scott Oates, 
of  Germantown, Maryland.

Bradley Kevin Delauter, 
of  Brighton, Michigan, and 
Luann Kay Lonnee-Regits, 
of  Brighton, Michigan.

Jenna Lee Rain, of  Irwin, 
Pennsylvania, and Robert 
Christian Bante, of  Irwin, 
Pennsylvania.

Whitney Mequeal 
Berchtold, of  Farmington, 
Utah, and Daniel Burton 
Diehl, of  Farmington, Utah.

Ashley Michelle Murphy, 
of  Georgetown, Indiana 
and Zachary David Cole, of  
Georgetown, Indiana.

Michael Dodds, of  St. 
Catharines, Ontario, and 
Rosalind Wyvetta Griffin, of  
Talking Rock, Georgia.

Michael Spears, of  
Evergreen, Alabama, and 
Cierra Samon Frazier, of  
Hephzibah, Georgia.

Katie L. Kaylor, of  
Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
Trent Daniel McFadden, of  
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Bret Charles Nigro, of  
North Fort Myers, and 
Susan Ann Billings, of  
North Fort Myers.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY DIVORCES
Nicolle Benedik v. Justin 

Benedik
Lisa Custard v. Michael 

Custard
Shelly Keller v. William 

Keller
Lloyd R. McCraney Jr. v. 

Ashley N. Long-McCraney
Stephon Parker v. Ciara 

Parker
Sharon Tata v. Dale 

Campbell
Peter Woodburn v. 

Ikhlasah Woodburn

WEEKLY RECORD
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Ellison seeks to unseat Steube
U.S. Rep. Greg Steube will 

defend his 17th Congressional 
District seat against challenger 
Allen Ellison in the Nov. 3 
general election.

Steube, a Republican, 
is a native Floridian who 
represents Charlotte, DeSoto 
and parts of  Sarasota County in 
Washington, D.C. A U.S. Army 
veteran, he is a strong advocate 
of  second amendment rights 
who served during his first 
term on the House Judiciary, 
Oversight and Reform, and 
Veterans’ Affairs committees.

The Sun reached out to Rep. 
Steube through half-a-dozen 
phone calls, and an email 
requesting an interview. We 
talked three times with aides 
and requested either a virtual 
or in-person meeting. No one 
ever responded.

He has been a strong 
supporter of  President Trump 
and spoke out against what 
he called “editorializing” by 
Twitter and other social media 
that he was were threats to the 
First Amendment and a danger 
to free and fair elections. His 
website carries a report where 
Steube was quoted saying “...

Big Tech is overwhelming 
and these companies need to 
be held accountable for their 
clear ideological discrimination 
against conservatives.”

He also joined Brian Mast 
(R-Fla.) in criticism of  using 
dangerous chemicals to control 
invasive species in Lake 
Okeechobee and said he favored 
alternatives such as mechanical 
harvesting. Steube said 
protecting Florida’s waterways 
were important to our future 
generations.

He blamed Democrats in 
Congress for problems passing 
legislation that would lower 
drug costs. And, he was able 
to pass a bill to waive special-
use permit fees for veterans’ 
demonstrations and special 
events at war memorials 
administered by the National 
Park Service in the District of  
Columbia.

Ellison is a native of  
Highlands County and an 
example of  an up-by-the-
bootstraps success story. His 
wife of  18 years is a physician 
in Highlands County and 
he owns a salon and spa in 
Sebring.

He took an American 
government class in college 
that sparked his interest in 
politics and his belief  that 
people in power can make a 
difference in lives.

“My Dad always told me 
everyone has a gift and my gift 
is helping others,” he told the 
Sun’s editorial board.

He worked for five years 
in Washington, D.C. before 
moving back home to Florida. 
He was a candidate against 
Steube in 2018 but entered the 
race only 30 days before the 
election after the untimely 
death of  Democrat candidate 
April Freeman. This time 
Ellison said he has had time to 
prepare for a tough race.

“I think when you send 
someone to D.C. they should 
represent all the people,” 
Ellison said. “Rep. Steube 
is not representing his 
constituents.

“He twice voted against 

hurricane relief  funds for 
Floridians. We need someone 
in Washington who will give 
us support. Not someone who 
won’t help you pick up the 
pieces (after a disaster).”

Ellison said Steube also 
voted against the stimulus bill 
that would provide financial 
relief  to businesses nearly 
destroyed by the pandemic.

He said he would take no 
money from big businesses 
like Mosaic — which he claims 
dumps waste into the water 
system. Steube, he said, gets 
much of  his campaign war 
chest from Big Sugar, Mosaic 
and other big spenders.

“In 2018 I debated Rep. 
Steube and asked him 
about the pollution in Lake 
Okeechobee and the blue-green 
algae and he said there was 
nothing he could do about it,” 
Ellison said.

“That’s not true. He can hold 
the polluters accountable.”

Ellison said everyone should 
have access to Medicare and 
if  Obamacare is killed, there 
will be 50,000 people in this 
district without insurance. He 
is against offshore drilling and 

is not confident Trump, if  re-
elected, will keep his promise 
to protect Florida’s shores.

He said Social Security is a 
contract with Americans and 
Democrats and Republicans 
must do all they can to protect 
and expand it.

Ellison believes Americans 
have a right to protest but he 
said those who would riot are 
keeping America from moving 
forward “We need law and 
order but it should not be an 
excuse to run people over.”

He said he is against 
defunding police. Instead, he 
said, police need money for 
more training to learn to deal 
with situations when they 
encounter autistic people and 
other similar situations.

Ellison is smart and open 
to working with all members 
of  Congress to help his 
constituents in Florida.

We like his approach and are 
disappointed that Steube did 
not interview with the Sun.

We recommend Democrat 
Allen Ellison for U.S. Congress, 
District 17.

HAVE SOMETHING TO 
SAY?

Letters are welcome on virtually 

any subject, but we do have some 

rules. Please keep them to less 

than 250 words. Letters will be 

edited to length as well as for 

grammar and spelling. All letters 

must be signed with full name 

—  not initials. An address and tele-

phone number must be included, 

but will not be published. Due to 

the number of letters received, we 

are able to run only one letter per 

person per month. 

Opinions and statements made 

in letters are solely those of the 

individual writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, 

Letters to the Editor, 23170 

Harborview Road, Charlotte 

Harbor, FL 33980, or email them 

to letters@yoursun.com. Further 

questions, call 941-681-3003.

Who supports Joe 
Biden? I’ll tell you
Editor:

Who supports Joe Biden?
Americans who don’t panic 

over a nuanced word like 
socialism (which includes 
roads, public education, Social 
Security, and Medicare, and 
those corporate bailouts).

Americans who 
unequivocally disavow white 
supremacists.

Americans who believe 9/11, 
the Proud Boys, and science 
are real, the military is filled 
with patriots, Christopher 
Wray on domestic terrorism, 
Robert Redfield on masks and 
vaccines, H.R. McMaster on 
Trump aiding and abetting 
Putin, and Sully Sullenberger 
on leadership.

Americans who believe he’s 
a better choice: George Will, 
Charlie Dent, Chuck Hagel, 
William Cohen, Miles Taylor, 
Colin Powell, Olivia Troye, 
Dan Coates, Jim Mattis, Rex 
Tillerson, John Kelly, Bob 
Woodward, John Warner, John 
Kasich, Jeff Flake, Charlie 
Dent, Tom Ridge.

Seventy GOP former 
national security officials and 
congressmen who’ve called 
Trump ‘unfit to lead during a 
national crisis.’

175 current and former law 
enforcement officials who slam 
Trump as ‘lawless’.

200 retired generals and 
admirals.

500 national security experts.
Americans who understand 

economic indicators. (The 
stock market and real economy 
do better when Democrats are 
in charge. Ten of  the last 11 
recessions began under GOP 
rule.)

Americans who realize that 
anyone can boost an economy 
temporarily by cutting taxes, 
eliminating consumer and 
environmental protections, and 
ignoring a ballooning national 
debt.

Americans who live in a 
moral universe. (Protesting 
without rioting. Competent 
police. Rational immigration. 
Affordable healthcare. Ethical 
capitalism.)

Americans who believe 
in integrity in government 
(abiding by the Hatch Act and 
bans on emoluments).

Americans who believe in 
fact-checking and the truth.

Who supports Donald 
Trump? Everyone else.

Sheila Jaeger
Punta Gorda

Trump praised China’s 
coronavirus response
Editor:

Politico cites 15 cases of  
Trump praising China for its 
handling of  the coronavirus: 
Jan 22 and 24 “China is working 
very hard to contain the virus”; 
Jan 30 “China working very 
hard....we are working with 
China”; Feb 7 “Xi is handling 
it very well” and “Xi is strong, 
leading a very successful 
operation, doing a very profes-
sional job”; Feb 10 “everything 
under control”; Feb 10 “under 
control”; Feb 13 “extremely 
capable”; Feb 18 “working hard, 
tough problem, very profes-
sional; Feb 26 “working hard 
to solve the problem”; “re-
peated”; Feb 28 “spread going 
down, getting smaller”; Feb 29 
“tremendous progress.”

The story behind the story: 
Feb 29 “We just did a tremen-
dous trade deal with China and 
planning another.”

Then, Trump heard the 
rumblings that folks were 
pinning this pandemic on him. 
The “Trump Pandemic” started 
to make the rounds. Folks 
started equating the spread of  
the virus to Trump’s ineffec-
tive travel restrictions, weak, 
mealy-mouthed pandemic 
pronouncements. “It will go 
away.”

“The April temperatures will 
kill it.” “Fifteen cases will soon 
be zero.” It became the “Kung 
Flu.” Since mid-August Trump 
has downplayed, minimized, 
denied, ignored the pandemic, 

even as deaths soared above 
200,000 with no indication of  
abating.

Finally, the piece de re-
sistance: our self-anointed 
“wartime” president, the 
most tested, medically secure, 
protected of  all catches the 
coronavirus. Poetic justice or 
what? An epiphany is on the 
horizon. Trump says he finally 
gets it. Don’t count on it.

Who the hell was he saluting?
Donald J. Trump: Finis.

John J. Marshall
Englewood

Avoid mob rule,  
vote Republican
Editor:

I read 950 people arrive in 
Florida daily from tyrannical 
states like Cuba, Venezuela, 
Michigan, New York and New 
Jersey. Let’s hope they vote 
for individual liberty over mob 
rule.

If  Democrats take the White 
House, keep their House major-
ity, and attain 50 Senate seats, 
they will install permanent 
mob rule. First, they’ll abolish 
the filibuster, which gives the 
Senate minority sway over 
what legislation passes on the 
floor. Without it, 50 Democrats 
can pass anything, using the 
tie-breaking vote of  the vice 
president. Next, they’ll “pack” 
the Supreme Court with extra 
liberal judges to ensure any 
unconstitutional laws they pass 
are deemed to fall under the 
spirit, if  not the rule, of  law. 
Then they’ll make Puerto Rico 

and Washington, D.C. states, 
gaining four Senate seats.

With that set-up, they’ll get 
rid of  the Electoral College, and 
run roughshod over the Bill of  
Rights. Without the Electoral 
College, voters in America’s 
most populace cities – like 
those that voted in the failed 
government of  cities like San 
Francisco, Seattle, Portland, 
Chicago, Minneapolis, New 
York and Washington, D.C. – 
will determine the president of  
the United States for all of  us. 
Our republic will die. Religious 
freedom will die, too. Allowed 
speech will be that agreeing 
with the elite. They’ll outlaw 
firearms, ammunition, and 
self-defense. Police will be de-
funded and citizens left defense-
less. Mob rule will reign.

St. Pete diners were recently 
treated to a small sample of  the 
vile mobs our new arrivals fled. 
Vote Republican or get the full 
serving.

Jules Thomas
Punta Gorda

Trump benefiting  
from drug stocks
Editor:

Trump declares he has 
Covid-19 and checks into 
Walter Reed Medical Hospital. 
His doctors treat him with an 
experimental drug cocktail 
made by Regeneron. The next 
day a company in California is 
suing Regeneron for violation 
of  its patent because it includes 
a drug that they have patented.

In the meantime, the shares 

of  Regeneron are increasing 
on the stock market because 
Trump is doing “well” in the 
hospital and he wants to be 
released. He makes plans to 
be released on Monday night 
and the shares of  Regeneron 
continue to rise.

The interesting thing is that 
Trump has a huge share of  
Regeneron stock and is making 
money off of  this whole cha-
rade. I, for one, would like to 
know what is really going on. 
Also, what kind of  idiot would 
tell the American public not to 
be afraid of  getting Covid.

Darlene Rosen
Punta Gorda

Music helps get  
through hard times
Editor:

I ask everyone in this incred-
ibly awesome community to 
listen to this nearly half-centu-
ry old song that is as pertinent 
now as it was back then. I 
promise it won’t hurt if  we all 
open our minds a bit and listen 
to each other much more often.

Let’s have and embrace 
difficult and somewhat uncom-
fortable conversations rather 
than avoid them as if  the issues 
might just magically disappear 
when the weather is more suit-
able or some such nonsensical 
notion. This, my dear friends 
and neighbors, is not a difficult 
concept. Nor, by any means, is 
it new.

Anyway, please enjoy Jesse 
Colin Young’s rendition of  
some Marvin Gaye’s song 
What’s going On/Mercy Mercy 
Me.

Paul J. St. Germain
Punta Gorda
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Election Day is quickly 
approaching. You may have 
already voted, or you’ll soon 
be casting a vote for Clerk of  
Court. In 2016 I ran my first 
campaign for Clerk of  Court, 
and was honored to receive 
overwhelming support from 
the community. I ran my 
campaign promising new, more 
convenient services for our 
citizens with modernization 
of  the Clerk’s office, while not 
ballooning the Clerk’s office 
budget in the process.

This message – 
modernization, convenience, 
and more services for less 
taxpayer cost — resonated 
with voters of  all political 
affiliations throughout 
Charlotte County. Upon my 
election in 2016, I promised 
every citizen who voted for 
other candidates that I’d work 
tirelessly to earn their 2020 
vote.

The Clerk’s office employs 
nearly 100 people working in 10 
different departments with an 
annual budget over $9 million. 
My 22 years experience 
working in the Clerk’s office, 

coupled with my background 
and advanced training 
with internet and software 
technology have been critical 
to our office’s success since 
2016. In the last four years, the 
Clerk’s office instituted the 
following programs for our 
citizens: free fraud alert, free 
e-mail/text court reminders, 
free online do-it-yourself  legal 
forms, online jury smart-phone 
app, imaging of  all deeds and 
public records dating back to 
1921 (which you can view and 
print for free), improved online 
and in-person help centers, 
greater access to online, 
mobile friendly records, and 
remote Zoom marriages during 
the COVID pandemic.

When COVID hit, our office 
in coordination with our court 
agency partners literally 
reinvented our court system 
within days by transforming a 
live court system into a remote, 
online one, which allowed 
court cases to proceed forward.

You might now ask “Well, 
what’s the increased cost 
to taxpayers for all these 
new services?” I’m proud to 
report we reduced our budget 
every year for the past four 
years, and returned nearly 
$1.1 million in taxpayer 
funds to Charlotte County! 
Additionally, as comptroller 
for Charlotte County’s funds, 
our office since 2016 increased 
investment earnings 116%, 
in that over $23.3 million was 
earned on investments as 
opposed to only $10.8 million 
the preceding three years 
before my 2016 election. These 
substantial increases in 

services, budget savings, and 
investment earnings would 
not be possible without my 
22 years experience in the 
Clerk’s office and knowledge of  
advanced technology.

As a result of  my proven 
results and budget savings 
since 2016, I have been publicly 
endorsed by more than 50 
community leaders, including 
our sheriff, state attorney, 
public defender, and all five 
school board members. A 
complete list of  your fellow 
Charlotte County citizens 
endorsing me for Clerk of  
Court can be reviewed at 
EatonforClerk.com.

My family has called 
Charlotte County home since 
1998. It’s where my children 
were born and raised. I feel 
an obligation to make my 
community better, not only 
as your Clerk of  Court, but 
also as a proud Charlotte 
County citizen. It’s a privilege 
to serve my community 
through organizations such as 
the United Way of  Charlotte 
County, Leadership Charlotte 
(2015), Animal Welfare League, 

Center for Abuse and Rape 
Emergencies (CARE), Boys and 
Girls Club, Team Punta Gorda, 
and youth sports coaching. 
As a proud Charlotte County 
resident, I feel a responsibility 
to serve my community.

Both of  my campaigns have 
focused on my experience, 
qualifications, and proven 
results. Unfortunately, 
candidates like my Sarasota 
County opponent, without 
experience, advanced training, 
and proven results, turn to 
negative tactics.

In these partisan times, I 
make a simple request. I ask 
that you do your research and 
vote, for the most qualified and 
experienced candidate with 
proven results. I encourage 
you to visit my website at 
EatonforClerk.com or email 
me at Roger@EatonforClerk.
com to learn more. I hope I 
can count on your vote. Upon 
reelection, I look forward to 
continuing to find innovative 
ways which provide you with 
more services for less taxpayer 
cost. Roger that!

Eaton: Vote experience for Clerk of Court

ROGER EATON
Charlotte County Clerk

The South Florida 
Water Management 
District recently approved 
a $14 million contract that 
could ultimately lead to 
80 water storage wells 
being dug deep into the 
limestone aquifer north 
of  Lake Okeechobee.

The District wisely 
appears to be moving 
cautiously, approaching 
this with a transparent, 
science-based plan that 
responds to concerns 
raised by the National 
Academy of  Sciences.

These “aquifer storage 
and recovery wells” 
would pump excess 
water a quarter mile 
underground to lower 
Lake Okeechobee water 
levels, with only about 
half  of  it to be retrieved 
later. Recovered water 
would be used primarily 
to replenish the lake, 
meet agricultural needs, 
and rehydrate nearby 
wetlands.

The 2000 
Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration 
Plan initially called for an 
extraordinary 333 wells, 
with the goal of  holding 
20 times more water 
than the world’s largest 
storage site of  its kind.

In response, the District 
and the U.S. Army Corps 
of  Engineers identified 
several issues to be ad-
dressed before the project 
could go forward.

A plan was developed to 
conduct five pilot studies 
to examine the suitabil-
ity of  the technology for 
ecological restoration, 
but because of  funding 
shortages only two of  
the test sites were ever 
constructed.

Although the pilot 
studies resolved many 
questions about the 
technology, the National 
Academy of  Sciences 
warned that they raised 

several new concerns 
and left unanswered the 
potential risk of  introduc-
ing toxins into sensitive 
wetlands.

Even with a pared-back 
plan with fewer wells, 
uncertainties about their 
ecological effects are still 
too great to justify near-
term, large-scale imple-
mentation, the Academy 
cautioned.

Problems were exposed 
at every stage of  the 
process: the quality of  the 
water injected into the 
aquifer, the impact of  the 
water on the aquifer (and 
vice versa), and the effects 
of  the recovered water on 
the environment.

Injecting water that 
is already polluted with 
high levels of  iron, 
organic compounds and 
oxygen into the aquifer 
is a recipe for disaster, 
but water injected at the 
two pilot sites commonly 
contained bacteria and 
parasite indicators of  
human pathogens.

The recovered water 
failed some toxicity tests 
and had an adverse im-
pact on the surface water, 
affecting the reproduction 
of  some species of  aquatic 
animals. Other species 
showed evidence of  
arsenic buildup.

Pilot testing was unable 
to resolve other issues re-
lated to water quality in-
cluding levels of  calcium, 
sulfate and phosphorus in 
the recovered water. Some 
claim that phosphorus 
levels in the recovered 
water were actually lower, 
but the National Academy 
of  Sciences cautioned that 
there is no agreement on 
whether this is a tempo-
rary, short-term effect 
or the result of  an actual 
containment of  pollution 
within the aquifer.

Before proceeding 
further, the Academy 
recommended additional 
studies to examine pos-
sible methods to reduce 
concentrations of  arsenic, 
trace metals and sulfate. 
Sulfate is an important 
chemical that might lead 
to the harmful bioaccu-
mulation of  mercury in 
animals throughout the 
Everglades.

Both the Army Corps 
of  Engineers and the 
National Academy of  
Sciences also identified 
serious questions about 
cost. Over the life of  
the project, the 80 wells 
planned for north of  Lake 
Okeechobee will waste 
more than twice the 
volume of  the lake itself, 
making alternatives such 
as above ground storage 
reservoirs potentially 
more cost-effective.

Before any large-scale 
implementation takes 
place, the National 
Academy of  Sciences 
recommended a thorough 
testing and evaluation 
phase including modeling, 
laboratory experiments 
and additional pilot 

testing.
None of  the recom-

mended testing has oc-
curred in the intervening 
five years. Although the 
District’s planned coring 
and monitoring wells 
(which are pre-requisites 
to further construction) 
may address some of  the 
questions raised, what’s 
been lacking is a clear 
and transparent, sci-
ence-based methodologi-
cal process to protect the 
ecosystem and the public.

Happily, the Water 
District now appears 
positioned to approve just 
such a process — a “go 
or no-go” science plan 
that can ensure that each 
of  these critical issues 
is resolved before work 

proceeds.
This is a welcome 

change from the way we 
have addressed Florida’s 
water issues in the past 
— with a “know-it-all” 
approach that we are 
all paying for now. With 
every well-intentioned 
effort came unanticipated 
consequences that caused 
new problems and the 
“solutions” generated 
a whole new set of  
complications.

Without a specific, 
science-based plan to 
evaluate the conse-
quences of  this project, 
to borrow from Stuart 
Applebaum, the former 
Army Corps of  Engineers 
Deputy for Restoration 
Program Management, 

the aquifer storage and 
recovery wells would be 
exactly like the Apollo 
mission – except that we 
won’t know where the 
moon is, or how to find it, 
or whether it is made of  
green cheese.

Eric Eikenberg is CEO 
of  The Everglades 
Foundation.

“The Invading Sea” is 
the opinion arm of  the 
Florida Climate Reporting 
Network, a collaborative 
of  news organizations 
across the state focusing 
on the threats posed by the 
warming climate.

Wells could store good water underground

ERIC EIKENBERG
Everglades Foundation CEO

Socialism versus 
capitalism, no choice
Editor:

I have hesitated for over 
three years to write to your 
editorial page. But a letter I 
read in today’s paper justified 
what I view as the biggest 
problem facing our country 
today, namely uninformed, 
ignorant folks that vote their 
convictions based on emotions 
rather than sensible solutions.

A writer stated that 
“socialism isn’t a dirty word.” 
She quoted her dictionary 
stating “Political thinking or 
doctrine whereby all members 
of  society benefit from and 
share in the production, work 
and product.” She then stated 
that if  you don’t like socialism, 
then let’s get rid of  Social 
Security, abolish Medicare, 

close public schools and 
discontinue mail delivery, etc.

Let’s educate anyone else 
with similar thoughts. Social 
Security is an insurance policy 
paid into through payroll 
taxes. You pay into it until you 
reach the age of  62 or 65. If  
you continue to work, you still 
pay into it, diminishing your 
benefit. I have been paying into 
Social Security since I was 13. I 
am 83 and still working.

Likewise, Medicare was 
created in 1968. You pay into 
it through payroll taxes and 
cannot utilize it until you are 
65. Public schools are funded 
through real estate taxes and 
as for mail delivery, you buy 
stamps or pay for parcel post. 
I would encourage anyone 
preferring socialism to 
capitalism to save themselves 
a lot of  time and simply move 

to Russia, China, Cuba or 
Venezuela! The writer closed 
her letter by suggesting we 
look up the word “ignoramus.” 
I did, the definition came back 
with the writer’s name.

John Dalbis Sr.
Lake Suzy

We don’t want what 
Democrats offer
Editor:

Biden and Harris will bring 
feudalism, socialism and will 
bring bigger government, 
Medicare for all and wealth 
tax. The Democratic party 
wants anarchy which created 
democracy to destruction, 
violent protesters. And many 
have deranged behavior. Who 
is paying for these violent 
protesters from state to state? 
Treason?

Trump is a law and order 
president, is pro-life, and 
brings jobs here. Keep the 
Senate Republican majority!

Cities, states are $1 trillion 
in debt, Florida $76 billion 
in debt. We have rising 
unemployment, federal state 
worker and retailer layoffs, 
and 45% of  small businesses 
will fail because of  COVID-19. 
Sadly 1 in 4 teachers and 1 
in 5 healthcare workers opt 
out. 56% want remote classes. 
Only 44% want classroom 
in the schools. 56% want the 
governor to open up the state 
early. Nursing homes should 
be under federal mandate, 
regulations, CDC, health codes, 
etc. If  they don’t follow the 
guidelines, shut them down! 
Florida should mandate mask 
wearing!

Our election should have 

analogue, not digital voting. It 
will never be secure. We are 
under attack be sophisticated 
adversaries, foreign and 
domestic. This year there will 
be more fraud!

Once was is gone forever? 
Climate change is here now. 
The Gulf  of  Mexico and the 
Atlantic Ocean are 95-96 
degrees Fahrenheit. The 
temperature index is above 100 
degrees Fahrenheit. The jet 
stream has produced storms 
in southeast United States, 
causing destruction, fires, 
flooding and deaths.

Geoffery T. Ward 
Englewood
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Nathaniel and Patricia Primus Sr. are 
celebrating 50 years of  marriage. Nathaniel and 
Patricia were married on October 24, 1970 in 
Arcadia Fla. Together they built a friendship, 
found love, and raised a family of  four children. 
They have 5 grandchildren and 1 great-
grandchild. Nathaniel and Patricia built their 
marriage on the foundation of  Love, Faith, and 
Hope. These principals have kept them together 
and we the children wish them many more years 
of  blessings and happiness!

50th Anniversary

George and Anna Spielhaupter will celebrate 
their 70th anniversary on October 22, 2020. The 
couple were married in Detroit, Michigan at St. 
Peter Lutheran Church. They were snowbirds for 
25 years and spent that time at the Lazy Lagoon 
Park in Punta Gorda, Florida. Four years ago, 
the couple became Floridians staying at the Lazy 
Lagoon up until two years ago when they became 
residents of  the Village Place in Port Charlotte. 
They have one son, George W. (Judith) and two 
grandchildren, Eric (Lisa) and Kelly (Dewitt). 
George and Anna have five great grandchildren: 
Evan, Tanner, Andrew, Katelyn and Jacob Dewitt. 
They have one step great-grandson named Collin 
Hendericks.

70th Anniversary

We run birthday 
announcements with a 
photo in Sunday’s Sun. 
Email your photo, along 
with the name, age and 
birth date, to newstips@
yoursun.com.

Happy birthday to 
LeRoy “Guns” Lee,  
who turned 78 today.

Happy birthday to 
Ronald Brown, who 
turns 80 today.

 BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday to Alice 
Buck, who will turn 100 
on October 25.

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
Hijacked Halloween
Hijacked Halloween 

is 3-6 p.m. Oct. 31 at the 
American Legion, 6648 
Taneytown St., North Port 
Estates. It’s a contactless 
drive-thru featuring more 
than 100 trunks of  goodies 
hosted by the North 
Port Kiwanis. Children 
will vote on the top two 
best-decorated trunks. 
Anyone, nonprofit, busi-
ness or church or youth 
group interested in having 
a trunk or sponsoring one 
can call Justin at 941-237-
7907. Families are asked 
to bring a pop-top canned 
good to be distributed to 
the needy through North 
Port Social Services.

Haunted drive-thru
From 8-11 p.m. Oct. 31 

is a haunted drive-thru 
at the American Legion, 
6648 Taneytown St., 
in North Port Estates. 
Drivers travel 5 mph 
while “trapped” inside 
your vehicle, watching 
scenes from horror 
movies come alive. There 
might be a few dangerous, 
crazed prison escapees on 
the loose. The drive-thru 
is not recommended for 
children 10 and under. 
The event is free but a 
non-perishable item is 
recommended as a dona-
tion. Call 941-423-7311 for 
more information.

‘Out of the Box’
The North Port Art 

Center, 5950 Sam Shapos 
Way, will exhibit “Out of  
the Box” through Nov. 7. 
Artwork will be created 
on unusual surfaces 
such as palm pods, boat 
paddles, fan blades and 
various shapes. Stop by to 
view this unusual and fun 
exhibit. The art center 
is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 5950 
Sam Shapos Way. Call for 
additional information 
at 423-6460 or visit www.
northportartcenter.org.

Heron Creek scramble
The Heron Creek 

Community Foundation’s 
10th annual fundraising 
golf  tournament is set for 
Oct. 23 at Heron Creek 
Golf  & Country Club, 
3401 S. Sumter Blvd., 
North Port. Entry fee is 
$125 per player in this 
four-person scramble. 
There will prizes, 
continental breakfast. 
Proceeds benefit the 
nonprofit foundation 
that has awarded nearly 
$400,000 in grants to 
North Port Community 
causes.

The foundation is also 
auctioning premium 
golf  cart seats as a 
fundraiser, and you don’t 
have to participate in the 
tournament to enter the 
auction. Affordable Golf  
Cars of  Venice donated 
a preimium Bolster Seat. 
Bids will close at 3 p.m. 
Oct. 23. The winning 
bidder will coordinate 
with Affordable Golf  
Cars to select their seat 
to match their make of  
golf  cart and to choose 
the colors for their new 
seat.

Please visit www.
heroncreekfoundation.
org or contact Bob 
Burkart at 941-661-0603 
for more information 
about the tournament 
and the auction.

Complete 

that repels 
liquid & works 
to keep carpet 

cleaner !

without R2X

with R2X®

R2X® keeps
liquid spills on the face

of the carpet where they can 
be easily removed.

SALE PRICE 
starting at

$1.69/SF
4 colors in stock

261 W. Marion Ave.
Punta Gorda, FL
(941) 639-2610
Other Store Locations in  Ft.  Myers & Naples
M-F 8am to 6pm • Sat. 9am to 5pm • Sun. 1pm to 5pm
hesslerfl oors.com

Family 
Owned 

& Operated 
Since 1951

SALE PRICE AVAILABLE through 
11-15-2020
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Is your tile roof dirty? 
Want it cleaned? We know you do.

YourSun.com

Powered by

Presented by

Go to YourSun.com and click on 
CONTESTS to enter.

It PAYS to READ, PLAY and WIN, with 
SUN Newspapers and YourSun.com.

Enter daily through October 24 
for chances to WIN a tile roof cleaning 

courtesy of Clean Roof Cleaning 
and Sealing 

- Up to a $600 Value!
(Pending inspection and approval - Tile roofs only)

239-322-8636  •  www.fl oridacleanroof.com
Florida Licensed roofer #CCC1332625
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Go to YourSun.com and click on CONTESTS 

to enter daily through November 11 for chances to 
WIN a one-month couple’s membership* to 

 - That’s a $1,300 Value!

IT PAYS to READ, PLAY and WIN with 
SUN Newspapers and YourSun.com.

Powered by Presented by

We know you do, 
so take a SWING at this 

LOVE HITTING 
THE GREENS?

*Cart not included

GOLF 

SWEEPSTAKES
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By MELISSA RAYWORTH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nina Bryant will cook a feast 
for Thanksgiving this year, as 
always.

Bryant works as an executive 
chef. But in her own family, 
she’s the one everyone depends 
on to prepare her grand-
mother’s recipes, which spark 
memories at the holidays. So 
along with a turkey, Bryant will 
make her grandmother’s sweet 
potato souffle, and fingerling 
potatoes with tender asparagus.

This time, because of  the 

pandemic, she’ll do it all several 
days before Thanksgiving, then 
ship portions from her home 
in Florida to her family around 
the country.

That same week, Jeannine 
Thibodeau plans to go all out 
as well. She’ll bake brownies 
three days in advance. Then 
she’ll roast a turkey, along with 
“about 5 pounds of  mashed 

potatoes and gravy and stuffing 
and green beans and cranberry 
sauce.”

Since she can’t welcome the 
friends she’d normally invite, 
she’ll pack ample portions in 
gift bags with handwritten 
notes, then place the bags on 
her stoop for contactless pickup 
on Thanksgiving Day.

Once mealtime arrives, 

Bryant and Thibodeaux both 
plan to fire up digital devices 
and connect with loved ones 
over Zoom. Family and friends 
will eat together, apart, sharing 
in the communal experience of  
a holiday meal without being 
able to ask each other to pass 
the gravy.

It ever there were a year 
when people could use the 

comfort of  a big holiday dinner, 
this is it. Yet in 2020, a joyful, 
multigenerational meal around 
a crowded, indoor dinner 
table is a potentially high-risk 
activity.

“My Thanksgiving is going to 
look very different this year,” 
Dr. Anthony Fauci told CBS 
Evening News last week. The 
infectious-disease expert said 
his children won’t be coming 
in from out of  town “out of  
concern for me and my age.”

Fauci said he understands 

Rethinking the holidays

People already are looking for creative and safe ways to celebrate 

SHUTTERSTOCK

Ritual holiday celebrations have been with us since the beginning, but there is always room for improvisation, especially during a pandemic.

JENNIFER FLISS

With COVID-19 making indoor dinners with friends a potential health risk, 
Jennifer Fliss, front left, had a socially-distanced Rosh Hashanah supper with 
neighbors in her Seattle driveway this year, as seen in this photo from Sept. 19. 
She’ll do the same next month when she serves them Thanksgiving dessert 
under a pop-up tent.

JENNA WATSON/AP FILE

In this Nov. 15, 2014 file photo, friends share a toast during Mallory and Kevin 
Peters annual “Friendsgiving” gathering at the Peters’ home in Pickerington, 
Ohio. As the holidays approach, the pandemic is forcing people to come up with 
creative ways to celebrate.

“Traditions are great, but it’s OK if you do something different.”
Jennifer Fliss

Who will serve Thanksgiving dessert in a pop-up tent in her driveway

SEE HOLIDAYS | 3D
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By GRETCHEN MCKAY
PITTSBURGH POST-

GAZETTE

How do I know it’s 
really fall? Instead of  
tomatoes and corn, 
my local farm stand 
has several different 
varieties of  squash on 
display next to the jack-
o’-lantern pumpkins.

Acorn squash lends 
itself  to pasta because 
it has a sweet and 
creamy flesh that gets 
even sweeter when you 
roast it, and it pairs 
nicely with cheese.

To make the filling, 
you can either puree 
the roasted squash 
and then mix it with 
the ricotta or simply 
layer slices or chunks 
of  the cooked vegetable 
on top of  the noodles 
with cheese. If  you 
don’t care for kale, 
substitute spinach or 
leave it out altogether. 
It’s also OK to use 
tomato sauce instead 
of  bechamel and tuck 
cooked ground meat or 
sausage between the 
layers to make carni-
vores happy.

Using no-cook noo-
dles cuts down on the 
mess and prep time, 
but completely cover 
them in sauce or they’ll 
be crispy instead of  
tender.

Allow your lasagna 
to sit for at least 10 
minutes after pulling 
it out of  the oven, or 
it will fall apart in a 
gloppy mess when you 
cut it.

Acorn Squash Lasagna 
has a touch of fall

Dish gets a 

vegetarian 

twist

ACORN SQUASH AND KALE LASAGNA
SERVES 6 TO 8.
1 medium acorn squash

1 cup ricotta cheese (whole 

milk or part-skim)

2 tablespoons butter

¼ cup all-purpose flour

4 cups whole milk

1⁄3 teaspoon grated nutmeg

½ teaspoon salt, plus more 

for kale mixture

¼ teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper

1 ½ cups grated Parmesan 

cheese, divided

2 tablespoons olive oil

2 cloves garlic, minced

2 cups chopped kale

3 tablespoons chopped 

fresh sage

15 no-boil lasagna noodles 

(from one box)

1 cup shredded Parmesan 

cheese

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.

Halve the squash lengthwise, discard the seeds and roast 

until tender, about 30 minutes. Let cool slightly, then scoop 

out flesh into a medium bowl and mash with a fork. Stir in the 

ricotta cheese.

Reduce the oven temperature to 350 degrees.

While the squash is roasting, make the bechamel sauce. Melt 

the butter in a saucepan over medium heat. When it bubbles, 

add the flour and cook, stirring constantly to prevent burning, 

for 1 minute, until flour no longer smells raw.

Slowly add the milk along with nutmeg, salt and pepper, whisking 

constantly. Taste, and add more seasonings if it tastes bland.

Reduce heat to a simmer and cook, stirring occasionally, until 

the sauce has thickened enough to coat the back of a spoon, 

about 8 minutes. Remove from the heat and stir in ½ cup of 

the grated Parmesan.

Heat olive oil in a medium saute pan over medium heat, then 

add garlic. Cook for about 30 seconds (be careful not to burn 

it) then add the kale, sage and a pinch of salt. Cook until kale 

is softened, about 4 to 5 minutes.

Now, assemble the lasagna. Spread ½ cup of the sauce on 

the bottom of a 9-by-13-inch lasagna pan.

Lay 5 lasagna noodles on top. They will overlap slightly, and you 

will have to carefully break the fifth noodle so it fits in the end of 

the pan. Spread half the squash mixture on top of the noodles, 

then 1⁄2 of the kale mixture, followed by 1 cup of sauce. (You want 

to cover the noodles.) Sprinkle some grated Parmesan on top.

Repeat with a second layer of noodles, squash mixture, kale, 

sauce and grated Parmesan. Add a third layer of noodles and 

top with the remaining sauce. Sprinkle the remaining grated 

Parmesan and 1 cup shredded Parmesan over top.

Bake on the center rack until bubbly and slightly browned on 

top, about 35 to 40 minutes. Cool for at least 10 minutes 

before serving, or the lasagna will fall apart when you cut it. 

The lasagna is delicious warm, but also is pretty good at 

room temperature.

*Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. Financing subject to third party credit 
approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with other offers and may require minimum monthly payments. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. 
See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 
2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.
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the emotional attach-
ment people have to 
Thanksgiving and holiday 
gatherings, but urged 
everyone to be careful 
this year. Each family has 
to evaluate the risks, espe-
cially with relatives who 
arrived on airplanes, and 
protect the elderly and 
people with underlying 
conditions.

What does it look like 
when when longstanding 
holiday traditions can’t 
happen?

ROOM FOR IMPROVISATION
Ritual celebrations 

have been with us since 
the beginning, but there 
has always been room 
for improvisation, says 
Hanna Kim, department 
chair of  anthropology 
at Adelphi University in 
Garden City, N.Y.

She points to recent 
New York Times wedding 
announcements as an 
example of  how people 
can rethink traditional 
celebrations. These 
announcements, she 
says, “show the range 
of  ways in which those 
getting married have in 
fact drilled down to what 
is most of  significance 
for them — and with no 
homogeneity.”

We can bring that same 
creativity to Thanksgiving 
and other holidays this 
year, says Catherine 
Sanderson, professor of  
psychology at Amherst 
College.

“Rituals make the ordi-
nary extraordinary,” says 
Sanderson. “A pumpkin 
pie on a random day in 
October is just a pumpkin 
pie. But a pumpkin pie 
on the fourth Thursday 
of  November is not just 
pumpkin pie: It’s part 
of  Thanksgiving. Our 
intentions, coupled with 
the season, elevate it.”

And that’s true even 
if  the ritual has been 
moved because of  unique 
circumstances.

Jennifer Fliss will serve 
dessert in her Seattle 
driveway under a pop-up 
tent this Thanksgiving. 
She already tested out 
the process by sharing a 
socially distanced Rosh 
Hashanah dinner there 
with another family.

“Traditions are great,” 
Fliss says. “But it’s OK 
if  you do something 
different.”

She’s wondering if  this 
disrupted holiday season 
will give rise to new 
traditions. In the future, 
she says, families might 
say, “Oh, we started 
this tradition of  eating 
dessert outside because 
of  that one year we ate it 
outside.” This crisis, she 
says, “could be the entry-
way into something.”

EXAMPLES IN HISTORY
History offers plenty 

of  examples of  this, says 
Jodi Eichler-Levine, a 
professor of  Religion 
Studies at Lehigh 
University.

During the era of  mass 
migration from Europe 
to the United States, 
people who’d emigrated 
suddenly had no way to 
celebrate major holidays 
with those they’d left 
behind. So Jewish 
families began creating 
elaborate postcards to 
celebrate Rosh Hashanah.

“They were this 
gorgeous new art form,” 
Eichler-Levine says. 
“People could share their 
sentiments even though 
they could not physically 
be there with their loved 
ones.”

The key this year, 
Sanderson says, may be 

accepting that things 
needs to evolve — and 
avoiding comparisons 
with celebrations from 
years past. If  you try to 
replicate past holidays 
exactly, it’s likely that this 
year’s will feel inferior.

But if  we can embrace 
changes, we might really 
enjoy it. Liz Devitt’s 
Christmas celebration 
this year is a prime 
example.

Devitt knew that 
outdoor meals in 
Massachusetts would 
be easier in September 
than on Christmas Day, 
and it seemed wise to get 
together with her elderly 
parents before COVID 
cases likely rise this 
winter.

So in mid-September, 
Devitt locked up her home 
in St. Louis and made the 
20-hour trek to Boston. 
Soon she was filling 
Christmas stockings at 
her mother’s home and 
admiring sentimental 
ornaments on a tree at 
her Dad’s house.

Her family has a slew 
of  favorite traditions. 
They incorporated the 
ones they could: Along 
with giving each other 
piles of  scratch-off lottery 
tickets, “we had the 
stockings. We had the 
Christmas cards. We had 
the Christmas music and 
the candles,” she says. 
“And we had our sappy 
Hallmark Christmas 
romance movies.”

And they skipped those 
that were impossible, 
like cutting down a 
Christmas tree together at 
a farm near her father’s 
house.

It wasn’t normal, 
she says, celebrating 
Christmas on Sept. 27 
with her dad and Oct. 3 
with her mom. But it was 
kind of  wonderful.

HELPING OTHERS
Bree Carroll, an Air 

Force spouse, is hoping 
she’ll have the same sort 
of  different-but-wonderful 
holiday season this year.

Carroll is an event 
planner. Last year, she 
helped Every Warrior 
Network stage a 
Thanksgiving feast for 
1,000 airmen and their 
families at a convention 
center in Shreveport, 
Louisiana — something 
now unimaginable during 
the pandemic.

So this year, from 
her new home at Minot 
Air Force Base in 
North Dakota, Carroll 
is organizing families 
to each share their 
Thanksgiving holiday 
with one or two of  the 
single airmen who live 
on base. It’s the perfect 
year to “give them a place 
to call home,” she says, 
because they won’t be 
able to travel to see their 
own relatives.

“Traditions are 
something that we should 
hold dear and hold close,” 
Carroll says. “But also, 
there are opportunities 
to do some different 
things and share in other 

people’s traditions and 
cultures.”

A pandemic “doesn’t 
have to be like a deal-
breaker when it comes 
to holidays like this,” 

she says. “You just have 
to get creative and just 
focus on the heart of  
the why. Why are we 
getting together for these 
holidays?”

HOLIDAYS
FROM PAGE 1D

Plus side 
of smaller 

celebrations
The holidays are one 

aspect of life that 

have been modified 

as people continue to 

deal with the COVID-19 

pandemic.

It’s easy to lament that 

extended family may 

not be able to travel or 

celebrate the holidays 

together. However, 

there is something 

to be said for small 

gatherings, especially 

if everyone is following 

safety protocols. The 

following are some of 

the positive aspects of 

scaling back holiday 

festivities.

More personal: 
Certainly it can be 

great to see distant 

cousins or old college 

roommates for the 

holidays. But the more 

people who you see 

each holiday season, 

the less personal 

interaction you get. 

When the holidays are 

scaled back, dinner 

becomes more intimate 

and everyone can 

exchange gifts and 

see their loved ones’ 

reactions.

Reduced expenses: 
Putting out an 

extensive holiday 

spread and entertaining 

10 or more people can 

be expensive. Small 

gatherings are less 

expensive because 

there’s fewer mouths 

to feed.

Ability to splurge: On 

the other side of the 

financial coin, having 

fewer people for the 

holidays means one can 

indulge on items that 

may not be possible 

when hosting a crowd. 

Therefore, if chicken 

was normally on the 

menu, it could be 

possible to upgrade to 

a roast or something 

indulgent like lobster 

and other seafood. 

In addition, a small 

holiday celebration may 

free up the budget to 

spend more on gifts.

Special touch: When 

there are only a few 

people celebrating, 

hosts can go the 

extra mile to give 

celebrations a special 

touch. Create a special 

holiday dessert even 

if the recipe is time-

consuming. In addition, 

immediate family can 

pile into the car to 

tour the neighborhood 

decorations, something 

that may not be as 

manageable with a 

motorcade of relatives.

SOURCE: MCC

DAVID GOLDMAN/AP FILE PHOTO

In this Nov. 20, 2013 photo, Shipley Smith, 7, left, 
is chased by his brother Slaton, 10, around a 
Christmas tree after posing for their family holiday 
card at Cobb County’s Cumberland Mall, in Atlanta. 
For many people, it’s hard not to think about the 
upcoming holidays already. Some folks are holding 
early Christmas celebrations so they can be 
outdoors while the weather still allows it.

SHUTTERSTOCK

Get creative and focus on the why of the holiday, not on what you can’t do this 
year because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

RO SIMANTEL PHOTOGRAPHY

In this Nov. 24, 2019 photo, Bree Carroll helped Every Warrior Network stage a Thanksgiving feast for 
1,000 airmen and their families at a convention center in Shreveport, La. This year, with COVID-19 making 
large gatherings impossible, Carroll is organizing families at Minot Air Force base where she lives to each 
welcome just a few single airmen into their homes for a homemade Thanksgiving meal.

“You just have 
to get creative 

and just focus on 
the heart of the 
why. Why are we 
getting together 

for these 
holidays?”

Bree Carroll
An Air Force spouse

ad
no

=
37

67
86

9-
1

WE’RE OPEN – CALL US

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY LICENSE # AL13053

HERITAGE OAKS ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
7374 SAN CASA DRIVE  |  ENGLEWOOD, FL 34224  |  HERITAGEOAKSLIVING.COM

The home-like fee of Heritage Oaks Assisted Living & Memory Care creates a
comfortable environment where residents are free to explore their interests

through an array of daily activities and social events.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR CALL 941.698.2600

Voted 2020 Best of Englewood Winner Assisted Living & Memory Care

IT’S NOT LIKE HOME.
IT IS HOME.TM
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YOU’RE TELLING ME!
BY SAM EZERSKY / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

 ACROSS

1 Marvel at
7 L.G.B.T.-aligned 

advocacy group 
since 1987

12 Occasion to get all 
gussied up

19 Stroke of good fortune
21 Newswoman Sawyer
22 ‘‘You ain’t lyin’!’’
23 What the Old 

English called 
‘‘Winterfylleth’’

24 To a cosmetician: 
‘‘You’re …’’

26 Home to Antilia, 
the world’s most 
valuable private 
residence (27 floors, 
$2.2 billion)

28 Is
29 Kind of clef
30 To a produce vendor 

near closing time: 
‘‘You’re …’’

34 The ‘‘B’’ in GB
35 Fisherman’s ____ 

(San Francisco 
attraction)

36 Utter nonsense
37 Eyes: Sp.
39 Feature of a batter 

that needs more 
whisking

40 Wong of stand-up 
comedy

41 Drive (away)
42 Laughing matter?
45 Palindromic rulers
47 To a bad free throw 

shooter: ‘‘You’re …’’

52 All ____
54 Ruin, as plans
55 Crowd noise
56 Blubbers
60 The dove’s-foot 

crane’s-bill, for 
instance

62 Big seller of animal 
supplies

63 To a temp worker: 
‘‘You’re …’’

65 To a rude driver: 
‘‘You’re …’’

68 Architect Frank
69 Sci-fi classic featuring 

the Three Laws
71 Taylor Swift’s first No. 

1 country hit, 2007
72 Things stuck in clogs
73 Itching to eat and 

irritable about it, in 
slang

75 [Leave it]
76 With 98-Across, 

to an aspiring 
entrepreneur: 
‘‘You’re …’’

80 Friendship
85 Vim
86 Parts of Twitter 

profiles
87 Clicking sound?
88 All over hell’s half 

____ (everywhere)
89 Item on a president’s 

lapel
90 Placing a call
94 Fishing basket
95 Apt anagram of MY 

CAR
98 See 76-Across
10 0Native speakers of 

Chiwere
10 1Declined
103 Sips

104 To anyone who 
wasn’t addressed 
above: ‘‘You’re …’’

107 Vegan latte option
111 Kings and queens, 

maybe
112 Large chunk of one’s 

final grade, often
113 Aspen or Alta
114 It’s against the rule
115 Move like a peacock
116 Big name in 

nonprofit journalism

 DOWN

1 Adele’s ‘‘Million Years 
____’’

2 Medic
3 Spring hrs. in Colorado 

Springs
4 Organism that 

structurally 
resembles another 
organism

5 Brush off
6 ‘‘Never interrupt your 

____ when he’s 
making a mistake’’ 
(old aphorism)

7 Four-star figures
8 Valerie Plame’s org. in 

2003’s Plame affair
9 Go up against
10 Sui generis
11 Destitution
12 Code edited by a 

webmaster
13 Many end in ‘‘-ite’’
14 Ice cream purchase
15 ‘‘Expect ____’’ (road 

sign)
16 Warranting an ‘‘X,’’ 

say
17 Something to do with 

your buds?
18 Social climate

20 Physician who 
co-founded A.A., 
familiarly

25 Traipse (about)
27 How some like their 

café
30 Creatures that can 

have asymmetrical 
ears, which aid in 
hunting

31 ‘‘Nah’’
32 Author Janowitz of 

literature’s ‘‘brat 
pack’’

33 Pinot ____
34 Cutesy sound 

accompanying a 
poke

37 Greeting when 
running into 
someone 
unexpectedly

38 Book before Amos
41 Texas county on the 

Mexican border
42 Italian painter known 

for his frescoes
43 Pain-relief brand
44 How some like their 

coffee
46 Floor
47 One of two on the 

Titanic
48 ‘‘Who wants this?’’ 

response
49 Makeover result, 

maybe
50 Word stylized with 

extra R’s on some 
cereal boxes

51 Some froyo bar 
toppings

53 ____ polloi
56 Circus venue
57 A ball and a strike, in 

a baseball count
58 Useful
59 Toy rocker, in tot-

speak

60 Give up
61 What might be ‘‘love’’ 

or ‘‘lesbian’’ in a TV 
show title

62 Lead-in to potty
64 El ____ (weather 

phenomena)
66 It’s not a lot to jot
67 Third of seven 

columns: Abbr.
70 ____ hair
73 Earliest-known 

Chinese dynasty 
(dating back to 2000 
B.C.)

74 Eagerly excited

75 Villain in 1998’s 
‘‘Mulan’’

77 With adroitness
78 División de la casa
79 Like 0.5-millimeter 

lead, among popular 
mechanical pencil 
options

81 Good-looking guy?
82 Cold treat
83 Diagram of 

relationships
84 App with a 

Reservations feature
89 Newspaper articles 

and mentions on 
social media, in brief

90 Ducks

91 ‘‘My turn’’

92 Electrically balanced, 
in chemistry

93 Sandwiches on pita 
bread

94 Pool-chalk target

95 ____ Brava, Spain

96 Georgia’s capital, 
informally

97 Jason who played 
Khal Drogo on 
‘‘Game of Thrones’’

98 The Reds, on 
scoreboards

99 2020 U.S. Open tennis 
champ Naomi

101 ____ Tzu (dog breed)
102 Like sponge cakes
105 Middle of a certain 

three-in-a-row
106 Lone Star State sch.
108 Wrath
109 Man’s nickname that 

omits the ‘‘is’’ at the 
end

110 ____ in kangaroo

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84

85 86 87 88

89 90 91 92 93 94

95 96 97 98 99

100 101 102 103

104 105 106 107 108 109 110

111 112 113

114 115 116

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Sam Ezersky, 25, is an associate puzzle editor for The New York Times. He sold his first crossword to the paper when he was 17, just 
before starting his senior year at South Lakes High School in Reston, Va. Eight years and 30 Times crosswords later, Sam says his 
professional goal is to ‘‘never, ever create an ‘ordinary’ puzzle.’’ His favorite clues/answers in this one are at 111A and 81D. — W.S.
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By MIKAEL WOOD
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Blackpink’s debut album 
hasn’t even been out for 
two weeks, and already the 
members of  this K-pop girl 
group have the end in mind.

In fact, Jennie, Jisoo, Rose 
and Lisa were pondering their 
own obsolescence more than a 
year ago, as we learn in “Light 
Up the Sky,” a new Netflix 
documentary about the quartet.

Directed by Caroline Suh 
(who previously helmed 
Netflix’s hit adaptation of  
Samin Nosrat’s cookbook 
“Salt Fat Acid Heat”), “Light 
Up the Sky” climaxes with 
Blackpink’s rapturously 
received performance at 
Coachella in 2019, where it 
became the first Korean girl 
group to play at the annual 
desert mega-festival.

Suh follows the women, all in 
their mid-20s, as they rehearse 
for the closely watched gig; 
she’s there as they huddle 
excitedly backstage seconds 
before showtime. And she 
checks in with them afterward, 
when Lisa tells her, “It doesn’t 
matter if  we grow old and get 
replaced by a new younger 
generation ... because they will 
still remember how we shone 
so bright.”

Kind of  bleak for a group 
whose first LP just entered the 
Billboard 200 at No. 2.

ULTRA-COMPETITIVE INDUSTRY
And yet Suh’s film makes 

you sympathetic to Lisa’s 
Darwinian perspective. Even in 
a tidy 79 minutes, “Light Up the 
Sky” provides a revealing look 
at the ultra-competitive K-pop 
industry, in which girl groups 
and boy bands are assembled 
by veteran talent-spotters 
and put through an intense, 
boarding-school-like training 
regimen that makes their 
American equivalents look lazy 
and unfocused.

In interviews the women 
recall missing out on typical 
teenage rituals and longing to 
see their families; in archival 
footage we see them perfect 
their singing and dancing over 
time as they perform for rows 
of  stony-faced executives. One 
clever recurring bit shows the 
members together in a movie 
theater as they analyze each of  
their audition tapes as though 
they were old game film.

“I used to do a lot of  dark and 
strong songs,” Jennie says as 
she watches herself  perform 

a rendition of  the Weeknd’s 
“The Hills,” complete with 
an F-bomb unimaginable in 
Blackpink’s repertoire. “So I 
often wonder, ‘What am I doing 
right now?’”

POWERFUL RECORD LABEL
Like everything the group 

does, “Light Up the Sky” was 
produced with the cooperation 
of  Blackpink’s powerful record 
label, YG Entertainment; 
among the documentary’s 
executive producers is YG’s 
chief  executive. So to an extent 
what we’re seeing here, as 
always in pop, is a marketing 
effort; even the occasional 
moment of  regret is framed as 
an indication of  how seriously 
Blackpink’s members take their 
jobs.

But the movie feels truer 
than many other similarly 
conceived pop-star docs (such 
as Justin Bieber’s YouTube 
series “Seasons,” for instance), 
and that’s thanks in no small 
part to how compelling 
the women are in their 
confessional-style interviews.

“Light Up the Sky” has its 
share of  scenes set in frenzied 
shopping malls and dimly 
lighted recording studios — 
fly-on-the-wall moments that 
demonstrate the scale of  the 
group’s success and allow 
fans to feel like they’re being 
let behind the curtain. At 
one point they sit with their 
producer, Teddy Park, as he 
plays them the finished version 
of  a song they recorded with 
Lady Gaga, and their gratified 
yet coolly professional reaction 
says plenty about how quickly 
Blackpink has ascended since 
debuting in 2016.

The film is most convincing, 
though, when Suh settles in 
across from her subjects and 
lets them talk into the camera 

about their experiences with 
homesickness, body image and 
the pressure to keep delivering. 
(Jennie and Rose, who were 
raised partly in New Zealand 
and Australia, respectively, 
speak fluent English; Jisoo’s 
and Lisa’s interviews are 
subtitled.)

Given the slickly impersonal 
attitude that defines K-pop’s 

public presentation, the 
intimacy would be surprising 
from any of  Blackpink’s 
peers. But it’s especially 
remarkable in this case 
because Blackpink’s vaguely 
phrased empowerment 
anthems are among the 
genre’s most opaque. Here 
you get a clear sense of  each 
member’s personality — all 

but impossible to find on this 
month’s “The Album” — and 
of  how the four relate to one 
another.

What does it mean that 
Blackpink seems more 
interesting in a documentary 
than in the music that led to 
the doc’s creation? Perhaps it’s 
the strategy for survival the 
women know they’ll need.

Blackpink documentary offers surprisingly intimate peek behind the curtain

‘Light Up the Sky’ provides revealing look at K-pop industry

COURTESY OF YG/NETFLIX

Blackpink’s Jisoo, clockwise from bottom left, Rose, Jennie and Lisa in “Light Up the Sky.”

RICH FURY/GETTY IMAGES FOR COACHELLA

Blackpink perform at the Sahara Tent during the Coachella Valley Music And Arts Festival on 
April 19, 2019 in Indio, California.

The film is most 
convincing when 
director Caroline 

Suh lets her 
subjects talk into 
the camera about 
their experiences 

with homesickness, 
body image and the 

pressure to keep 
delivering.
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Here are the bestsellers 
for the week that 
ended Saturday, Oct. 
10, compiled from data 
from independent 
and chain bookstores, 
book wholesalers and 
independent distributors 
nationwide, powered by 
NPD BookScan © 2020 
NPD Group.

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “The Return” by 

Nicholas Sparks (Grand 
Central) Last week: 1

2. “Troubles in 
Paradise” by Elin 
Hilderbrand (Little, 
Brown) Last week: —

3. “The Searcher” by 
Tana French (Viking) 
Last week: —

4. “Leave the World 
Behind” by Rumaan 
Alam (Ecco) Last week: 
—

5. “The Invisible Life 
of  Addie LaRue” by V.E. 

Schwab (Tor) Last week: 
—

6. “The Evening and 
the Morning” by Ken 
Follett (Viking) Last 
week: 3

7. “The Book of  Two 
Ways” by Jodi Picoult 
(Ballantine) Last week: 4

8. “The Coast-to-Coast 
Murders” by James 
Patterson and J.D. Barker 
(Little, Brown) Last 
week: 5

9. “Magic Lessons: 
The Prequel to Practical 
Magic” by Alice Hoffman 
(Simon & Schuster) Last 
week: —

10. “The Harbinger II: 
The Return” by Jonathan 
Cahn (Frontline) Last 
week: 8

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “Modern Comfort 

Food: A Barefoot 
Contessa Cookbook” by 
Ina Garten (Clarkson 
Potter) Last week: —

2. “Humans” by 

Brandon Stanton (St. 
Martin’s) Last week: —

3. “The Happy in a 
Hurry Cookbook: 100-
Plus Fast and Easy New 
Recipes That Taste Like 
Home” by Steve and 
Kathy Doocy (Morrow) 
Last week: 2

4. “Blackout: How 
Black America Can Make 
Its Second Escape from 
the Democrat Plantation” 
by Candace Owens 
(Threshold) Last week: 16

5. “The 99% Invisible 
City: A Field Guide to 
the Hidden World of  
Everyday Design” by 
Roman Mars and Kurt 
Kohlstedt (HMH) Last 
week: —

6. “Is This Anything?” 
by Jerry Seinfeld (Simon 
& Schuster) Last week: —

7. “Rage” by Bob 
Woodward (Simon & 
Schuster) Last week: 4

8. “Didn’t See That 
Coming: Putting Life 
Back Together When 
Your World Falls Apart” 

by Rachel Hollis (Dey 
Street) Last week: 1

9. “Forward: 
Discovering God’s 
Presence and Purpose 
in Your Tomorrow” 
by David Jeremiah (W 

Publishing) Last week: —
10. “Killing Crazy 

Horse: The Merciless 
Indian Wars in America” 
by Bill O’Reilly and 
Martin Dugard (Holt) 
Last week: 7

A D M I R E A C T U P H O T D A T E
G O D S E N D D I A N E T R U E D A T
O C T O B E R M A K I N G M E B L U S H

M U M B A I E Q U A L S A L T O
O U T O F Y O U R G O U R D B Y T E S
W H A R F B L A R N E Y O J O S
L U M P A L I S H O O G A S
S H A H S M I S S I N G T H E P O I N T

T H A T D E R A I L R O A R
B O O H O O S F L O W E R P E T C O
I N F O R I T N O W D A R N T O O T I N
G E H R Y I R O B O T O U R S O N G
T O E S H A N G R Y S T E T
O N L Y A S G O O D A S T H E A M I T Y
P E P B I O S A H A A C R E

F L A G D I A L I N G C R E E L
C A M R Y C O M P A N Y Y O U K E E P
O T O E S A I D N O N U R S E S
S O M E T H I N G E L S E O A T M I L K
T W O P A I R E X A M S S K I A R E A
A N A R C H Y S T R U T A P N E W S

CROSSWORD ANSWERS FROM PAGE 4D

What will you read this week?

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE

GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING

BESTSELLERS

By MOIRA MACDONALD
THE SEATTLE TIMES

“I’m always looking 
for the potential mystery 
in things,” said author 
Tana French, on the 
phone from her Dublin 
home. “I think that’s 
what makes a mystery 
writer.”

Being a mystery writer 
has worked out pretty 
well for French, who’s 
written eight acclaimed 
crime-fiction novels; 
seven of  them New 
York Times bestsellers, 
and the eighth, “The 
Searcher,” released 
Oct. 6.

WASN’T ALWAYS A WRITER
French didn’t start 

out as a writer, despite 
always being drawn 
to it. She was born in 
Vermont, to an “Irish and 
American and Russian 
and Italian” family, 
and grew up “all over 
the world.” Settling in 
Dublin in her late teens, 
she studied theater at 
Trinity College and 
became a professional 
actor.

Mysteries, though, 
kept ticking away in 
her head. While in 
her 30s, working on 
an archaeological 
dig between roles 
(she’s long had an 
interest in archaeology), 
a thought occurred to 
her.

“There was a wood, 
and I was thinking, 
what a great place for 
kids to play. Instead of  
stopping there, like a 
normal person, I thought, 
what if  three kids went 
in there and only one 
came out, and had no 
memory of  the other 
two? What would that 
do to his mind? What if  
he became a detective 
someday, and a case 
brought him back to the 
woods?”

Longtime French 
readers will recognize, 
instantly, the plot of  
French’s 2007 debut 
novel, “In the Woods.” 
But French, at the time, 
scribbled the idea on a 
bit of  paper and went off 
to her next acting gig. “I 
found the paper, a year 
later — coffee stains 
on a phone bill — and I 
thought, I want to know 
what happens. I realized 
nobody else was going to 
write it for me. The only 
way I could find out what 
happened was to write it 
myself.”

AWARD-WINNING DEBUT
“In the Woods” won 

a trifecta of  awards 
for debut mysteries 
that year — the Edgar, 

the Anthony and the 
Macavity — and a new 
career for French was 
launched. Something 
else was launched, too: 
the Dublin Murder 
Squad, the police 
department setting for 
French’s first six novels. 
Unlike many crime 
novelists, she doesn’t 
use the same detective/
narrator from one 
book to the next; 
instead, a secondary 
character in one book 
may step up to narrate 
the next.

French said she didn’t 
exactly plan it that way, 
but it made sense to 
her. “I love reading the 
standard series when you 
follow the one narrator 
through the ups and 
downs,” she said, “but 
I realized that wasn’t 
what I wanted to write.” 
Her narrator for “In 
the Woods,” Rob Ryan, 
was at a crucial turning 
point in his life, and 
“I liked writing about 
something where the 
stakes are so high, not 
just on a professional 
level but a personal 
level.”

Though French 
loved writing in Rob’s 
voice, she couldn’t 
imagine putting him at 
the fore of  a case that 
felt less significant. “I 
thought, OK, I can keep 
throwing the same poor 
character into huge 
life-changing situations 
for book after book, but 
for one thing, that’s not 
realistic. For another, 
he’s going to be in a 
straitjacket by book 

four.” She wondered 
aloud why some fictional 
detectives — facing life 
and death, case after case 
— “don’t just go, ‘I quit, 
I’m going to drive a bus 
during the day.’”

NEW NARRATORS
So Cassie Maddox, a 

secondary detective in 
“In the Woods,” came 
to the forefront to 
narrate French’s second 
book, “The Likeness.” 
Subsequent books 
featured a revolving 
door of  narrators, all 
of  them from that same 
room at the Dublin 
police department: 
Frank Mackey (“Faithful 
Place”), Scorcher 
Kennedy (“Broken 
Harbor”), Stephen Moran 
(“The Secret Place”), 
Antoinette Conway (“The 
Trespasser”).

And then it seemed 
like a good time to 
mix things up. “I had 
written six books from 
the point of  view of  a 
detective,” French said. 
“And while I thought 
that was fascinating 
and I’m blown away 
by what detectives do, 
I thought, there are so 
many other viewpoints 
in the investigation of  a 
murder.” In “The Witch 
Elm,” her main character 
is “a victim, a witness 
and a suspect,” letting 
French explore a crime 
story from other angles.

And if  the title of  
her latest book, “The 
Searcher,” makes you 
think of  a famous 
John Ford Western, 

that’s no mistake. 
This novel, another 
stand-alone, emerged 
at a time when French 
was intrigued by the 
genre. “I started thinking 
that the settings of  
Westerns have a lot of  
resonance with the west 
country of  Ireland,” 
she said. “That Western 
sense of  a place that’s so 
distant, both culturally 
and geographically, from 
the center of  power. For 
the people living there, 
the power brokers have 
no real sense of  what 
their lives are like — they 
have to make their own 
rules.”

REIMAGINED 
WESTERN TROPE

She reimagined that 
classic Western trope 
of  a stranger, arriving 
in town: Cal Hooper, 
a retired Chicago 
cop who’s bought a 
crumbling house in an 

Irish village. (In order 
for him to be “a proper 
stranger,” she said, he 
couldn’t be Irish; an 
Irishman would have 
some sort of  remote 
connection to the village, 
which the townspeople 
would find out. “Ireland’s 
like that.”) He arrives 
in town, “rolls into 
the saloon, he’s got a 
few secrets, he doesn’t 
answer questions, he’s 
an agent of  change.” 
“The Searcher” feels 
different from French’s 
previous books — 
there’s a sparseness 
to the setting that 
contrasts with the 
bustle of  the Dublin 
Murder Squad, or even 
the gathered family in 
“The Witch Elm” — but 
is no less addictive; the 
pages practically turn 
themselves.

French said she’s 
not very far along with 
her next novel yet. “I 
have an idea that I’m 

bouncing around, but 
like everyone else, 
everything’s been 
scuppered by COVID,” 
she said, noting that 
she has two children 
attending remote school 
and is therefore a bit 
distracted.

But she’s excited to 
jump in, “when things 
lessen up a little bit,” 
and spend some time 
with the characters, 
whoever they may be. 
French said she doesn’t 
plan out her plots in 
advance, and says she’s 
“in awe” of  writers who 
are able to do so.

Like acting, she said, 
her writing is character-
based. “The plot comes 
out of  the characters, 
so I can’t really know 
what character will be 
what until I’ve gotten 
to know them by 
writing them for a little 
while.”

What makes a good mystery writer
Best-selling author Tana French discusses genre, 

latest crime-fiction novel ‘The Searcher’

TANAFRENCH.COM

Mystery writer Tana French has written eight acclaimed crime-fiction novels; 
seven of them New York Times bestsellers, and the eighth, “The Searcher,” 
released Oct. 6.

PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE

“I liked writing about something where the stakes are so 
high, not just on a professional level but a personal level.”

Author Tana French
About characters at a crucial turning point in their lives
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 REPTILES GENERALLY BY MYLES MELLOR

1 .  J O V  G R T K  G C T R E N Y  X V E V  

N V L C N C U H  X O C L O  X R Y  J O V  S V E K  J D M  

A C G Q  D A  R G G  J C Q V .  J O V K  M P J  C J  J D  

R  S D J V  R U N  Y V G V L J V N  “ U C H O J  D A  

J O V  C H P R U R . ”

2 .  X V  J  E I H E O J U R S  U O H E O J A ,  H V I  

Q Y Z N I V Y  M H V N I O I N  M R X D R  D X Y S  

M J Q  F J A H Z Q  F H O  D O H D H N X C I Q  J V N  

A J O A J C J N I ?  N Z V N I I ! 

3 .  F R P W V D L ,  Y W Y Q W L ,  W U W Y W L ,  

O G M N B E L :  Y W E G  V I O M R F I L  W V I  

C B F D - Q F B B D I D .  W Y B E U  M N I Y  W F F ,  

M N I  C B F D I L M  R L  M N I  Q F R P P W V D !

4 .  M S D N  G  K I G R U  B D E W J R D  N D D T K  

G K K J K W G N I D ,  M S G W  M F V R T  U F V  I G R R 

W S D  L G A J I  E F W J F N  W F  S D R E  S J L ?  

A G W F B - G T D !

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS

GOREN BRIDGE WITH BOB JONES

© 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

DEAR ABBY: My husband 
and I have been together 
since we were 21, and he 
has always had a distant 
relationship with his 
parents. I encouraged 
him during the first few 
years of  our marriage 
to call them and visit. I 
stopped doing that after 
his mom and I had some 
choice words. 

The problem is, when she tries to 
call and text with typically no re-
sponse from him, she reaches out to 
me. We have two daughters, so I don’t 
mind sharing with her how they are 
doing. What I object to is her occa-
sionally asking me to pass on mes-
sages to my husband. 

I’m a working mom of  two, and I 
don’t have time to be anyone else’s 
secretary. The icing on the cake came 
when she informed me that the fam-
ily dog they’d had for 15 years passed 
away and asked me to tell him. I 
ended up telling him. 

It wasn’t my responsibility to do 
that, and I’m irritated with myself  
that I can’t be frank about how she 
and his dad need to contact their son. 
Any suggestions would be helpful.  
— Finding a Backbone in  
Pennsylvania
DEAR FINDING: It may take courage, 
but the next time your mother-in-law 
tries to make you her messenger, tell 
her that what she’s asking makes you 
uncomfortable and that she needs to 
convey the information herself  — by 
either texting her son or emailing. 
If, after that, she says she can’t get 
through to him, point out that you 
no longer want to be in the middle. 
Period. 
DEAR ABBY: My parents met when they 
were 14. They married at 18, raised 
four boys and had an incredible mar-
riage. When Mom was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s, they carried on as best 
they could with Dad providing her 
care. Sadly, Dad was diagnosed with 
terminal lung cancer, so they moved 
in with me, and I quit working to 
care for them. Dad died three months 
later. Obviously, Mom was devastated 

in addition to being 
confused about why Dad 
was no longer there.

Mom and I often 
took walks through my 
neighborhood, and at 
one house in particular 
she would comment on 
the pretty flowers in the 
yard and how she and 
Dad enjoyed planting 
flowers every year. No 

matter how agitated or upset she was, 
seeing that neighbor’s yard would 
cheer her up and bring back fond 
memories for her. Mom died a few 
years later.

I wrote a note to the person who 
lived at the property — whom I never 
had met — telling her how much joy 
her flowers had brought to Mom and 
thanking her for making my mother’s 
final days brighter. Abby, I am writing 
now to share that even in the dark-
est times, a little beauty can make a 
world of  difference. — Grateful Son in 
Arizona 
DEAR GRATEFUL SON: Music can have 
the same effect on patients with 
Alzheimer’s disease. My mother had 
Alzheimer’s for many years, and 
my brother and I provided her with 
music from her era — Pearl Bailey, 
the Andrews Sisters, etc. — to help 
her pass the time. Toward the end, 
singing a song from her youth to her 
brought her back to me for a precious 
moment, and it, too, made a world of  
difference. Thank you for your letter 
and for taking me on my own trip 
down memory lane.
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

For everything you need to know 
about wedding planning, order “How 
to Have a Lovely Wedding.” Send your 
name and mailing address, plus check 
or money order for $8 (U.S. funds) 
to: Dear Abby, Wedding Booklet, P.O. 
Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447. 
(Shipping and handling are included 
in the price.)

Wife wants out as go-between 
for husband and his mother

DEAR ABBY
Advice Columnist

CRYPTOGRAMS

JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using 
numbers 1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only once in 
each row, column and 3x3 
block. Use logic and the pro-
cess of elimination to solve 
the puzzle. The difficulty 
level ranges from Bronze 
(easiest) to Silver (medium) 
to Gold (hardest).

Rating: SILVER

DRIVER’S ED
By Gary Larson
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ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19).
As for the smart, generous, 
insightful people at the core 
of your inner circle, some 
you know, some you haven’t 
met yet. Dedicate more time 
to following your interests 
and you’ll find them.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20). So 
it goes, in art and in life, that 
some boundaries are drawn 
in ink and others are drawn 
in emptiness. Without space, 
there is no form. Without 
silence, there is no sound. 
No answer is an answer. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 21). It 
has taken a while, but you’re 
starting to see that what 
you choose to do, and the 
way you do it, is not easily 
duplicated and actually sort 
of amazing. Self-props are 
called for. 

CANCER (JUNE 22-JULY 22).
People who bore and annoy 
you needn’t be avoided 
today and should be studied 
instead. What are they doing 
that repels you so? Do you 
perhaps, to some small 
degree, share any of their 
unfortunate peculiarities? 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22). The 
habit to lose now isn’t a 
terribly big one; it’s a small, 
weird, repetitive action that 
just isn’t adding anything 
to your life. Nix that one to 
make room for the zephyrs 
of good fortune to blow 
through.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22). You 
feel a great deal of enthusi-
asm for a subject and yet will 
be reticent to show it if you 
see there’s a chance of over-
whelming others or making 
yourself stand out too much. 
Temperance is social grace. 

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 23). The 
natural remedy will call to 
you. This isn’t about an es-
sential oil or flower essence; 
it’s about responding to a 
problem-solving sense that 
heralds from a deep and 
primal place inside you. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 24-NOV.
21). Much will depend on 
focusing on the right con-
versational topic or theme 
interactions or projects. You 
might not find it right away. 
Be like a prospector, digging 
here and there until you 
strike gold. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC.
21). Shoes in the house or 
no? Like so many of life’s 
choices, neither is more 
correct, though one may be 
more preferred. For the sake 
of social ease, follow the cus-
toms of ones you are with.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19).
As the truly beautiful danc-
ers know, it’s not about look-
ing good; it’s about feeling 
good. Movement is personal 
expression, and you’ll be 
playful in this regard, enjoy-
ing what it is to be a physical 
creature. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18).
You don’t take things on 
because you know how to 
do them. You take things on 
because you don’t know how 
to do them, and the way to 
find out is to take things on. 

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH
20). Why the exuberance? 
It seems to come for no 
reason, but indeed, part of 
you understands that these 
small acts are the seeds of 
greatness. Share your joy, 
and it will compound and 
have lasting effects. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (OCT.
18). While it doesn’t appeal to 
you celebrate your birthday 
in pomp and splendor, this 
solar return does bring 
unexpected attention and 
luxuries your way. Don’t turn 
them down! Your excel-
lent stewardship of these 
cosmic gifts leads to sweet 
and loving ties, satisfying 
intellectual challenge, and 
meaningful work. Taurus and 
Capricorn adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 22, 4, 48, 
17 and 39.

HOROSCOPE

ORGANIZING THE 
LAUNDRY ROOM
DEAR READERS: If  your 
laundry room is in 
disarray, take these 
steps to get some or-
der and control in it.

* Get several plastic 
bins and designate a 
specific purpose for 
each one. Have two 
hampers — one for white clothes 
and another for dark-colored 
clothes.

* Store washing supplies in a 
cabinet or on a shelf. You can place 
them in plastic baskets to contain 
spills.

* Keep a notepad and pen or 
marker to make a laundry list of  
what you need.

* Place a hook over the door and 
keep hangers on it. When you pull 
out clothing from the dryer, hang 
right away.

* At least monthly, open cabinets 
and get rid of  five items — bottles 
with just a little cleaning liquid left 
in them, empty boxes, odd socks, 
old dirty rags and lint.— Heloise

TOO MANY PHOTOS
DEAR HELOISE: I have saved hun-
dreds of  pictures of  our family 
over the years, and even though I 
have given many to my children 
and grandchildren, I still have tons 
of  them up in the attic. I don’t want 
to toss them out. Do you have a 
suggestion for what I can do with 
them so they can be shared? — Bev-
erly In Florida
DEAR BEVERLY:

I sure do! If  you have an old, 
unused coffee table in your attic or 
basement, or if  you can buy a used 
one at a garage sale or thrift shop, 
here’s how you can repurpose the 
photos.

Sort photos and select the ones 
that represent the best and most 
memorable pictures of  your family 
life. Make them into a collage and 
cover the coffee table. Secure them 
and then place a glass top over the 
table. — Heloise

HOT PAPER PLATE 
LEAVES MARK ON 
WOOD TABLE
DEAR READERS: This 
happens when those 
hot pizza boxes are 
put on a table. To get 
rid of  the mark, use 
this mixture, but only 
if  the wood is finished, 
not on raw wood. Mix 

equal parts baking soda and regu-
lar white, non-gel toothpaste.

Then dampen a clean, white 
cloth with water. Dip into the paste 
and lightly rub the marks in a cir-
cular motion for several minutes. 
Wipe with a clean cloth and buff  
until it shines. If  the marks still 
remain after buffing for a couple of  
minutes, they may have penetrated 
the wood. — Heloise

FAST FABRIC FIXES
DEAR READERS: We use the fabrics in 
our homes every day, and we don’t 
pay much attention to them — un-
til there’s a spill or an emergency. 
Here’s how to refresh them in 
between a major cleaning.

Use these fast fixes.
Dryer: Freshen most of  your 

pillows, bedspreads, curtains and 
comforters simply by placing them, 
along with a fabric-softener sheet, 
in the dryer on the AIR setting for 
just a couple of  minutes.

Vacuum with the crevice and 
upholstery attachments: Dust 
off  heavy drapery or upholstered 
couches and chairs with the 
vacuum and attachments.

Microfiber cloths: Dampen a 
microfiber cloth with tap water 
and rub over fabric (NOT silk) to 
remove surface dust. — Heloise

MAKE ANTS ON A LOG FOR 
KIDS
DEAR READERS: When you are 
having a party for your smaller 
children, you can make this fun, 
healthy, crunchy treat for them: 
Ants on a Log. Cut celery into 
bite-size pieces and fill the inside 
with peanut butter. Then sprinkle 
raisins on top in a line. — Heloise

Organizing and maintaining 
your home’s laundry room

HINTS FROM HELOISE
Advice Columnist

KEN KEN  THE LOGIC PUZZLE THAT MAKES YOU SMARTER

must contain the numbers 
1 through 4 (easy) or 1 
through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

heavily outlined boxes, 
called cages, must combine 
using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce 
the target numbers in the 
top-left corners.

cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.

©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com
KenKen is a registered trademark of KenKen Puzzle LLC. ©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 10-18-20

©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com

TODAY’S ANSWERS

7 LITTLE WORDS

JUMBLE BY DAVID L. HOYT AND JEFF KNUREL

Last week’s cryptograms:

1. The lazy lizards were deciding which was the 

very top film of  all time. They put it to a vote and 

selected  “Night of  the Iguana.”

2. In a geography program, one student wondered 

which city was famous for crocodiles and mar-

malade? Dundee!

3. Lizards, mambas, agamas, pythons: many rep-

tiles are cold-blooded. Among them all, the cold-

est is the blizzard!

4. When a scaly reptile needs assistance, what 

would you call the magic potion to help him? 

Gator-ade!

PUZZLE ANSWERS  

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE

CRYPTOGRAMS

Saturday’s 
Challenger Answers

CHALLENGER

EASY CHALLENGING

Add  to your SUN Newspaper 

Subscription for only $2 a month. 

Do you know what’s on 

TV tonight? 

We do!
Call 941.206.1300

today to stay tuned.
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Support Local Businesses
And Families 

With more and more shoppers making their buying 
decisions online, and spending their shopping dollars 

with national online retailers, it’s time for local businesses 
to support each other. That’s why SUN Newspapers has 

launched our Shop Local 2020 campaign to support
 local businesses and service providers.

#1. Receive the personal touch

Because the employees are likely personally 
invested in the products or services they are 
selling, they are more likely to go the extra mile 
for their customers.

#2. Creates more jobs

Small local businesses are the largest employers 
nationally. In fact, since the 1970s, more than 
65% of new jobs have come from the rise in 
small business. Not only do small businesses 
employ more people directly per dollar of 
revenue, they’re also the customers of local 
businesses themselves.

#3. Non-profi ts receive more support

Local business owners provide signifi cant 
support for non-profi ts. In fact, non-profi ts 
receive as much as 350% more money from 
local shops than non-locally owned businesses.

#4. Puts taxes to good use

In addition to generating more tax revenue per 
sales dollar, taxes paid by small, local businesses 
are widely used to support schools, parks, 
roads, and other local programs that benefi t 
your friends, family, and community.

Source: www.rubicon.com/blog/shop-local-reason

Shopping 
Locally 
is Fun
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BREAST CANCER SCREENING RECOMMENDATIONS SEE 5F

By GRACE DICKINSON
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

W
alter 
Deuschle 
likes a 
challenge. 

At 92 years old, he’s 
out trimming bushes 
and pulling weeds. 
He’s planting grass 
seeds, praying for 
new growth. And on 
most mornings, he’s 
inside his Huntington 
Valley home, Pa., art 
studio, picking up 
a paint brush or a 
sculpting utensil.

His latest project? A 7 
1/2-foot-tall Eiff el Tower 
made entirely out of  
wine corks. Across nine 
months, Deuschle used 
a Swiss Army knife to 
chisel nearly 2,000 corks, 
holding each inch-long 
cylinder between weath-
ered fi ngers and turning 
them into building 
blocks. It’s a meditation 
he credits with helping 
him get through not 
only the pandemic, but 
a much larger personal 
challenge.

In January 2019, two 
months after complet-
ing his previous cork 
sculpture, a 40-inch-high, 
56-inch-wide replica of  
the Cinderella Castle in 
Disney World’s Magic 
Kingdom, Deuschle was 
diagnosed with leuke-
mia. He never saw it 
coming, nor would he let 

it kill his spirits.
“I’ve had some break-

downs mentally — even 
though I passed 92, you 
still want to be young, to 
stay vigorous and pro-
ductive,” says Deuschle. 
“But I look at chemo the 
same way I look at the 
Eiff el Tower, a challenge 
I’d overcome.”

Deuschle goes to the 
doctor for chemotherapy 
treatments monthly, 
each time for four days 
in a row. Naturally, he’s 
tired. Most afternoons 
he spends lying down or 
taking naps, especially in 
the days following treat-
ment. But there’s rarely 
a day where he doesn’t 
fi rst spend at least 30 
minutes, and usually far 
longer, working on his 
art.

“It helps me generate 
energy — it requires 

concentration, and you 
need to develop energy 
to concentrate, and that 
helps me spiritually,” 
says Deuschle.

His wife, Mary, has 
talked with his doctor 
about the Eiff el Tower. 
They both view it as a 
form of  medicine.

“It was an extreme, 
extreme help during this 
time,” she says. “He’s not 
one to sit around. This 
gave him purpose, some-
thing to look forward 
to, and that’s what you 
need, especially when 
you have a health issue.”

About 10 years ago, 
Deuschle and his wife 
visited the real Eiff el 
Tower in Paris. The 
most memorable part for 
Deuschle was sharing a 
meal inside its fi rst fl oor 
restaurant, which off ers 
views of  the Trocadero 

Gardens and the Palais 
de Chaillot. But he says 
the inspiration for his 
project had little to do 
with their trip.

“I have this little 
replica, maybe 12-inches 
tall, and I picked it up 
one day, and just said 
to myself, ‘This is it’,” 
Deuschle says. “The 
Eiff el Tower was a real 
challenge, and I wanted 
that challenge.”

Yes, another challenge 
to be conquered. He got 
to work on the tower in 
January, drawing rough 
blueprints, carving 
corks, and then using 
Elmer’s glue and a few 
wire rods to put it all 
together.

“It took me about 
three tries to come up 
with the bottom arch, 
but the hardest part was 
actually the long tower 

at the top because it’s all 
one piece and everything 
needed to be perfectly 
uniform to stay level,” 
says Deuschle.

Lit up on the fi rst level 
of  the tower is a recre-
ation of  the restaurant 
that Deuschle remem-
bers most. He calls it the 
“Tiff any Room,” com-
plete with four miniature 
Tiff any lamps, as well 
as little chairs, a table, 
and a carpet all made 
from cork. The room 
overlooks a courtyard 
fi lled with eight minia-
ture street lights, fake 
green trees, cork-crafted 
benches, and a burgundy 
accented plaza that 
utilizes corks from red 
wine bottles.

Deuschle came to 
Philadelphia in 1956 from 

Art as medicine
92-year-old artist uses 2,000 wine corks to recreate the Eiffel Tower — while battling leukemia

TNS

At 92, Walter Deuschle needed something to pass the time during the pandemic and to help him power through chemotherapy. So he built the Eiff el Tower with 
about 2000 corks over nine months.

SEE ART, 2F
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Feeling fit

By DR. DANIEL SOLANO
ZUSMAN EYE CARE CENTER

Spooky contact lenses can complete 
your Halloween costume. But beware 
of  the dangers of  illegal costume 
contact lenses lurking on store shelves 
and invading online retailers. Though 
the federal government works to 
keep illegal and harmful versions of  
decorative or color contact lenses off  
the shelves, they can still be purchased 
at costume shops, gas stations, corner 
shops and online.

Here’s an easy way to tell if  your 
lenses are counterfeit: Can you 
purchase them without a prescription? 
If  the answer is yes, those creepy 
lenses are a danger to your vision. 
That’s why the American Academy 
of  Ophthalmology and Zusman Eye 
Care Center are urging people to buy 
decorative contact lenses only from 
retailers who require a prescription 
and sell FDA-approved products.

It’s easy to forget that decorative 
lenses are medical devices, not 
costume jewelry. They must be 
prescribed and fi tted by an eye care 
professional, just like regular contact 
lenses. That’s because a poorly fi tted 
contact lens can easily scrape the 
cornea, the outer layer of  the eye, 
making the eye more vulnerable to 
infection-causing bacteria and viruses. 
Research shows that people who pur-
chase contacts without a prescription 

face a 16-fold increased risk of  devel-
oping an infection.

To help ensure you won’t be 
haunted by a ghoulish and painful 
contact lens-related eye infection, the 
Academy off ers the following tips:

• See an eye care professional to get 
a prescription for costume contact 
lenses. Packaging that claims “one 
size fi ts all” or “no need to see an eye 
doctor” is false. Get properly fi tted by 
an ophthalmologist (physicians and 
surgeons who specialize in medical 
and surgical eye care) or optometrist 
(health care professionals who provide 
primary vision care).

• Buy only FDA-approved products. 
Buy contacts only from eye care 
professionals or retailers that require 
a prescription and sell FDA-approved 
lenses.

• Never share contacts. Sharing con-
tacts can spread germs and bacteria, 
potentially causing blinding corneal 
infections and even pink eye. Again, 
contact lenses not fi tted for your eye 
can cause vision-threatening damage.

• Practice good hygiene. It is 
important to follow directions for 
cleaning, disinfecting and wearing 
costume contacts. See an ophthal-
mologist right away if  you notice any 
swelling, redness, pain or discharge 
from wearing contacts. Watch a 
one-minute video that highlights 
proper contact lens wear and care at 
www.aao.org/eye-health/diseases/

contact-lens-related-eye-infections.
• Limit wear of  colored contact 

lenses to four or fi ve hours. The dye 
and less expensive materials used in 
costume lenses can restrict oxygen 
fl ow to the cornea. Less “breathable” 
lenses are less healthy for the eye. 
Never sleep in contact lenses, even if  
you have a prescription or they are 
approved for continuous wear.

• Spread the word to others about 
the dangers of  costume contacts. 
Don’t let friends make the mistake of  
wearing costume contacts without a 
prescription. It can cost them their 
vision.

“It’s easy to buy these inexpensive 
contact lenses on impulse, forgetting 
that they are medical devices, not 
costume jewelry,” said Thomas L. 
Steinemann, M.D., a clinical spokes-
person for the American Academy 
of  Ophthalmology. “We don’t want 
to ruin your Halloween, just get a 
prescription fi rst and only buy FDA-
approved lenses.”

You won’t be spooked by the contact 
lens fi tting exam at Zusman Eye Care 
Center. We will help you fi nd that 
perfect contact lens to match your 
Halloween costume. Schedule your 
appointment by calling 941-624-4500.

Beware of the dangers of costume contact lenses

GRAPHIC PROVIDED

By STEPHEN CARTER
CHARLOTTE HARBOR ROTARY

Polio was once one of  
the most feared diseases 
in the United States in 
the 1950s. Before polio 
vaccines, polio outbreaks 
caused more than 15,000 
cases of  paralysis each 
year. Following the 
introduction of  vaccines, 
specifi cally trivalent 
inactivated poliovirus 
(IPV) in 1955 and triva-
lent oral vaccines (OPV) 
in 1963, cases in the U.S. 
fell dramatically. Thanks 
to a successful vaccina-
tion program, the United 
States has been polio free 
since 1979.

However, poliovirus 
is still a threat in some 
countries. The Rotary 
has been working on the 

eradication of  polio for 
more than 30 years. The 
goal is to get rid of  this 
disease all around the 
world. We are now closer 
than ever.

As a founding partner 

of  the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative, we 
have reduced polio cases 
by 99.9% since our fi rst 
project to vaccinate chil-
dren in the Philippines 
in 1979. We have helped 
immunize more than 
2.5 billion children in 
122 countries. So far, the 
Rotary has contributed 
more than $ 1.8 billion 
toward eradicating the 
disease worldwide.

As of  today, polio 
remains endemic only 
in Afghanistan, Nigeria 
and Pakistan. It is very 

important that we contin-
ue working to keep other 
countries polio-free. Did 
you know if  all eradica-
tion eff orts stopped today, 
with in 10 years, polio 
could paralyze as many 
as 200,000 children each 
year? Polio is a para-
lyzing and potentially 
deadly infectious disease 
that most commonly 
aff ects children under 
the age of  5. The virus 
is spread from person to 

person, usually through 
contaminated water. 
It can then attack the 
nervous system.

If  you look at the 
numbers, you will see 
that the average cost 
to fully protect a child 
against polio is $3. There 
were 430 million children 
in total vaccinated in 39 
countries in 2017. The 
cost to conduct polio 
surveillance worldwide is 
$100 million.

World Polio Day 
is October 24

SHUTTERSTOCK 

Polio vaccination
CDC recommends that children get polio vaccine to 

protect against polio, or poliomyelitis. Inactivated polio 

vaccine (IPV) is the only polio vaccine that has been 

given in the United States since 2000. IPV is given by 

shot in the leg or arm, depending on the patient’s age. 

Oral polio vaccine (OPV) is used in other countries.

CDC recommends that children get four doses of 

polio vaccine. They should get one dose at each of the 

following ages: 2 months old, 4 months old, 6 through 

18 months old, and 4 through 6 years old.

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION

Stuttgart, Germany, to 
work as a chef  for the 
company that became 
Aramark. He moved up 

the ladder, then managed 
a country club before 
retiring 25 years ago. He 
picked up the cork-carv-
ing hobby in retirement 
as a way to keep his 
fi dgety hands occupied. 
In the 15 years since, 
he’s completed dozens of  
sculptures.

The Eiff el Tower 
stands as his tallest, 
fi nished three months 
earlier than expected. 
It’s one of  the few 
upsides of  the pandemic, 
he says.

“I thought it’d take 
a full year but the 
coronavirus gave me an 
opportunity to work on it 
everyday,” says Deuschle.

He adds with a laugh, 

“My wife says I have a lot 
of  patience for this, but I 
lack a bit of  patience for 
everything else.”

Deuschle and Mary 
have fi ve kids combined 
from previous marriages. 
But because of  the pan-
demic, they seldom get 
to see them. Like many 
their age, they’re cau-
tious, living sometimes 
painstakingly low-key.

“But we’re not afraid,” 
says Deuschle. “We listen 
to the doctor, we keep 
our distance.”

Occasionally, they 
venture out to a restau-
rant, like they planned 
to celebrate their 29th 
wedding anniversary 
Sunday. Deuschle also 

enjoys yard work and 
meditating on his porch, 
and will soon shift his 
focus from sculpting 
to painting. But Eiff el 
Tower won’t be his last 
cork project, he says.

Once the pandemic 
dies down, he hopes to 
share the tower with as 
many people as possible. 
His dream is to have it 
displayed in a museum 
or somewhere for the 
public to enjoy.

“Now that it’s fi nished, 
I feel relieved,” says 
Deuschle. “Sometimes I 
sit there, and I’m looking 
at my creation, and 
then I’m looking around 
for the guy who put it 
together.”

ART
FROM PAGE 1F

What can 
do to help?
You can make 

a donation to help 

with the cost of 

obtaining the vaccines, 

transport and materials 

needed in the fight 

against polio. For more 

information or to make 

donation, call 

941-544-3961.
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DR. SUSAN R. BROOKS
General Dentistry
 Implants • Cosmetic 
• Nitrous Oxide
• Dentures & One Day Repair
• Laser Periodontal Therapy
New Patients Welcome

3440 Conway Blvd. #2A 
(Behind Post Offi ce)
Port Charlotte 

941-234-3420
www.susanrbrooksdds.com

MY DENTIST 
USED A LASER 
TO TREAT MY 
GUM DISEASE

NEW LOW COST DENTURES

Bad Breath, 
Bleeding Gums
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Every Moment Matters Always

Breast Cancer    Awareness

Contact us at:

(941) 629-1712
18260 Paulson Dr. 
Suite A-3
Port Charlotte
dalesac.com

Since 1974, Dales Air Conditioning Repair has been 
owned and operated right here in Port Charlotte 
Florida. Nearing our 46th year in the air conditioning 
repair and heating industry, we treat every customer 
like they are a part of our family. 

• A/C repair
• New HVAC system installations
• Seasonal maintenance contracts
• Attic insulation
• Indoor air quality products

As an insured and 
licensed AC contractor 
and FPL contractor we 

offer our customers 
the best:

License #CAC1817312
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WHAT YOUR ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON
DOES NOT WANT YOU TO KNOW

An FDA Approved Treatment For Osteoarthritis That May Eliminate The Need For Total Knee Replacement Surgery
Osteoarthritis is one of the ten 
most disabling diseases in  
developed countries (WHO, 
2012).  Worldwide estimates 
that 10% of men and 18% of 
women aged over 60 years have 
symptomatic osteoarthritis, 
including moderate and severe 
forms.  It is estimated by the 
2030, 63 million Americans will 
be at high risk for osteoarthritis.

As the general population ages, 
more and more baby boomers 
are opting for knee replacement 
surgery earlier in life.  The 
reason being that boomers are 
more active than any previous 
generation.  They want to 
continue playing their favorite 
sports, run and dance with the 
same level of intensity as they 
are used to.

Previously, knee replacement 
surgeries were only performed 
on very old patients who were 
crippled with osteoarthritis 
and severely hindering their 
daily activities.  “Now patients 
in their 40s and 50s are 
experiencing an earlier onset 
of osteoarthritis that affects 
their daily lives,” says J. David 
Blaha, M.D., an orthopedic 
surgeon at the University of 
Michigan Health System.  In 
fact, the number of boomers 
opting to go under the knife 
for early knee replacement is 
growing at an alarming rate.

One major concern for 
orthopedic  surgeons is the 
longevity of the knee implant.  
Due to the fact that most 
joint replacements have been 
performed primarily on older 
patients, there isn’t a lot of data 
to show how these implants 
hold up in younger people, who 
will engage in more activities 
and have them over longer 
periods of time.

Even though orthopedic 
surgeons are using newer and 
better materials and techniques, 
they remain dubious about their 
improvement in durability.  
They are uncertain how the 
knee replacements will hold up 
over time, especially since some 
plastics used have only been out 
there for several years.

Younger knee replacement 
patients may need to get a new 
replacement in as little as 5 to 
10 years, which is a concern.  
“It gets more complicated with 
each revision,” says Michael R. 
Baumgaertner, M.D., professor 
of orthopedic surgery at Yale 
University School of Medicine.  
“Every time it has to be redone, 
there is more bone loss.”

What Is Knee Replacement 
Surgery?
A total knee replacement 
surgery is a medical procedure 
designed to replace weight-
bearing surfaces of a knee 
joint.  The surgeon cuts away 
bone, cartilage and ligament 
of a diseased knee-joint, and 

joint made of an alloy of 
cobalt, chrome or titanium, 
and a plastic compound 
called polyethylene.  The 
entire surgery typically takes 
2 to 3 hours without any 
complications.  However, 
recovery from totally knee 
replacement surgery is bound to 
take much longer.

How Long Is Recovery From 
Surgery?
There are several factors that 

your age, medical history, level 

problem.  Once the surgery is 
complete, your doctor will keep 
you under observation in the 
hospital for around 3 days.

Most patients experience severe 
pain after knee replacement 
surgery.  In fact, for the next 
two weeks or so, you’ll need to 
use a cane or walker in order to  
move about.  Your activities will 
be kept to a minimum during 
this time, since you cannot exert 
too much force on your knee. 
Many still experience pain 
during this time, and must resort 
to using painkillers in order 

pain differs for each person 

natural relief within 3 months of 
surgery with ongoing physical 
therapy.

How Much Does Surgery 
Cost?
The United States has among 
the highest costs in the world 
for knee replacement surgery.  
An American with no health 
insurance can expect to pay 
$45,000-$70,000 at a typical 
hospital.  Even with insurance, 
there are still costly deductible 

and co-pays that must be paid.
What Are The Long Term 
Effects, Years After Surgery?
The following are some facts 
that you should consider before 
undergoing knee replacement 
surgery:
• Knee ing may be problematic.
It can hurt to put weight on
metal knees, even o  a cushion,
making activities like gardening
a challenge.
•
knee can hurt a lot more and last
far longer than you might
expect.
• Going down steep steps can

using a
sideways, one foot approach.
This is because a normal knee
bends at an angle of 145
degrees, but replaced knees
often of 145 degrees but
replacement knees often achieve
only 120 degrees, if that.

may be
impossible.
• are
metal, they may set of
the security alarm at airports
requiring a personal scan with a
wand.
• Some patients require a
surgical a revision within two
years of replacement because of
technical problems, like
instability or poor alignment of
the new joint.

What Are The Disadvantages 
of Surgery?
• Infection: An infection can
occur a few weeks after the
surgery or even a few years
later.  Infections are serious
complications that may require
the implants to be removed
followed by weeks of antibiotic
treatment.
• Stiffness: After surgery, your
body naturally produces a scar.

When the ligaments around the 
knee contract, the tissues around 
the knee joint begin to tighten 
up.  This makes it extremely 

requires you to bend your knee, 
such, as sitting down sand using 
stairs.  It the stiffness continues 
for prolonged periods of time, 
your doctor may have to place 
you under anesthesia again to 
break up the scar tissue.
• Blood Clots: Blood clots are
the most common complication
of this type of surgery.  The
clots can form in the veins
in your leg and pelvis after
surgery.  If they remain there
it is usually not much of a
problem, but it is possible for
them to travel through the heart
and to the lungs.  This leads to a
condition known as pulmonary
embolism, which is potentially
fatal if not treated promptly.
• Loosening:  Some implants
last longer than others, but all
of them eventually wear out
and loosen.  This is a common
problem experienced by
younger patients because they
live longer and usually stress
the implanted joint more.  The
follow-up surgery to repair the
implant is more complicated
and will further decrease the
lifespan of the implant.

It’s About MORE Than JUST 
Knee Pain

Knee replacement surgery 

not without risks.  Serious 
complications, such as blood 
clots and infections, can occur.  
In addition, the road to recovery 

consuming, particularly with 
joint replacement surgery.

If you or a loved one are 
considering or scheduled for 
knee replacement surgery, all 
you have to do is call 

 right now and ask
for your “NO-COST, NO-
OBLIGATION Knee Pain
Screening”  During this
consultation, you can get all
your questions answered.  Once
complete, you will know exactly
what your treatment options are
and if Viscosupplementation
therapy and our specialized
rehab program is right for you.

FACTOR VISCOSUPPLEMENTATION SURGERY

Cost

Risks

Pain

Recovery Time

Covered by most insurance
plans including Medicare

Viscosupplementation has no 
known side effects

The injection is comparable  

Immediate

Deductible, Co-pay, Meds, 
Time off work, etc.

Complications, poor outcomes, 
addiction to meds

Can be severe and last for 
months with residual discom-
fort for years

Recovery times vary by  
individual but can take 
months

Has your replacement surgery been cancelled?
We are following CDC guidelines for in office  
consulting daily! Telehealth is also available.

 NO-RISK CONSULTATION! 
PHONE  

941-467-1666

3380 Tamiami Trail, Unit C
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
5668 Strand Ct.

Naples, FL 34110
6150 Diamond Centre Ct. 

Bldg. 100
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Summit Medical Park 
733 CR 466

Lady lake, FL 32159

In a 
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941-787-2987

OVER 15,000 PATIENTS LOCALLY TREATED SUCCESSFULLY!!
We are following CDC guidelines for in offi  ce consulting daily! Telehealth is also available.

6 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

5668 Strand Ct. 
Naples, FL 34110

6150 Diamond Centre Ct. 
Bldg. 100

Fort Myers, FL 33912

3380 Tamiami Trail, Unit C 
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Riverchase Dermatology Bldg
413 Del Prado Blvd. S., 

Suite 201
Cape Coral, FL 33990 

Summit Medical Park 
733 CR 466

Lady Lake, FL 32159

Cline Offi  ce Suites
4076 E SR 44

Wildwood, FL 34785

THE VILLAGES AREA
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BY MAYO CLINIC NEWS NETWORK

Wearing a face mask is one import-
ant intervention to decrease the risk 
of  transmission of  SARS-CoV-2, the 
virus that causes COVID-19, as well 
as other respiratory viruses, such 
as influenza. Dr. Gregory Poland, 
an infectious diseases expert and 
director of  the Mayo Clinic Vaccine 
Research Group, says, like vaccines 
and hand-washing, masks alone aren’t 
perfect.

“But when you put those together, 
now you’re developing a protective 
shield, if  you will, around yourself  
to decrease the chance that you’re 
going to get sick and then pass it on to 
somebody else,” says Dr. Poland.

HOW TO WEAR A CLOTH FACE MASK
The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention recommends that you wear 
a cloth face mask when you’re around 
people who don’t live with you and in 
public settings when social distancing 
is difficult.

Here are a few pointers for putting 
on and taking off a cloth mask:

• Wash or sanitize your hands before 
and after putting on and taking off 
your mask.

• Place your mask over your mouth 
and nose.

• Tie it behind your head or use ear 
loops and make sure it’s snug.

• Don’t touch your mask while 
wearing it.

• If  you accidentally touch your 
mask, wash or sanitize your hands.

• If  your mask becomes wet or dirty, 
switch to a clean one. Put the used 
mask in a sealable bag until you can 
wash it.

• Remove the mask by untying it 
or lifting off the ear loops without 
touching the front of  the mask or your 
face.

• Wash your hands immediately 
after removing your mask.

• Regularly wash your mask with 
soap and water by hand or in the 
washing machine. It’s fine to launder 
it with other clothes.

And, here are a few face mask 
precautions:

• Don’t put masks on anyone who 
has trouble breathing, or is uncon-
scious or otherwise unable to remove 
the mask without help.

• Don’t put masks on children under 
2 years of  age.

• Don’t use face masks as a substi-
tute for social distancing.

Do you know how to safely 
wear and take off a face mask?

Oncology Patient 
Navigator joins Fawcett 

Memorial Hospital
Fawcett Memorial 

Hospital is excited to wel-
come Darlene Colt, BSN, 
RN, to the oncology pa-
tient navigator role. Colt 
and her husband moved 
here from Colorado in 
2018 and she joined the 
Fawcett team last year as 
a case manager.

In her new role as the 
oncology navigator, Colt 
meets with patients and 
family members during 
their hospital stay that 
have an existing cancer 
diagnosis or receive a new 
diagnosis. Patients with 
a cancer diagnosis may 
be admitted for another 
medical condition, such 
as a hip fracture. She 
will then meet with these 
patients as well during 
their hospital stay. After 
her patients are dis-
charged, she will follow 
up by phone to check-in 
and see what questions 
or needs the patients and 
their families have.

Colt has a number of  
educational resources 
available to help with 
understanding a cancer 
diagnosis. The resources 
include chemotherapy 
medications, radiation, 
community resources 
for nonskilled help in the 
home, home health care, 
and legal information 
such as a living will 
and medical power of  
attorney.

The hospital is also 
looking forward to the 
resumption of  the cancer 
support group just after 
the first of  the year. Colt 
will lead the group which 
will be held on the third 
Wednesday of  every 
month from 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Fawcett’s offsite 

location, H2U, 3280 N. 
Tamiami Trail, suite 493, 
Port Charlotte. Lunch will 
be provided and attendees 
can benefit from network-
ing with cancer patients, 
family members and 
survivors. Reservations 
and suggested topics for 
discussion are recom-
mended and can be made 
by calling 941-624-8079.

Charlotte County 
Tobacco Free 

Partnership meeting 
The Charlotte County 

Tobacco Free Partnership 
will meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Oct. 27 via video con-
ferencing. Register at 
bit.ly/TFPOctober2020. 
The meeting is free and 
open to the public. The 
partnership is committed 
to education others about 
tobacco use, helping 
protect kids from tobacco 
and strengthening local 
policies, especially those 
that protect the public 
from secondhand smoke. 
For more information, 
contact 941-777-3945.

The Homeless Coalition 
Riverwood ‘Driving Out 
Hunger’ Golf Scramble

The 9th annual 
“Driving Out Hunger” 
Fall Golf  Scramble held 
at the Riverwood Golf  
Club, 4100 Riverwood 
Drive, Port Charlotte will 
be on Nov. 21. This event 
is a four-person scramble 
with men’s, women’s and 
mixed teams. There will 
be a continental break-
fast and southern-style 
barbeque lunch. The cost 
is $95 per person. The cost 
includes breakfast, lunch, 
25 tickets to the chance 
auction, two drink tickets 
and mulligans for each 
team.

Registration begins at 
7:30 a.m. on the day of  the 
event and shotgun is at 
8:30 a.m. The Homeless 
Coalition works toward 
driving out hunger in 
our community with the 
Hot Meals program and 
weekly food pantry. The 
pantry distributed food 
to more than 4,600 people 
in the last year, of  whom 
30% were seniors. The 
Hot Meals program is 
open 365 days per year 
and serves breakfast, 

lunch and dinner to 
our Emergency Shelter 
residents. Dinner is open 
to the general public in 
the Coalition Café. All 
children residing at the 
shelter also receive a 
healthy snack at the end 
of  the day. The Shelter 
also reserves twenty beds 
for Veterans who need 
a roof  over their heads. 
Please contact Darcy 
Woods at 941-627-4313, 
ext. 134 or email Darcy.
Woods@cchomelesscoali-
tion.org to reserve a spot.

Bayfront Health 
promotes helpline 
to assist Medicare 

beneficiaries in health 
plan selection

Bayfront Health Port 
Charlotte and Bayfront 
Health Punta Gorda 
announced the availabil-
ity of  a toll-free helpline 
designed to help Medicare 
beneficiaries select a 
health plan that fits their 
needs and budget.

The free helpline 
connects callers with 
licensed agents who 
can assist in comparing 
traditional Medicare, 
Medicare Advantage, sup-
plement and prescription 
plans, and then facilitate 
enrollment in the plan 
selected. Through this 
program it will be easier 
for Medicare beneficiaries 
to find a plan that is best 
for them during Medicare 
annual enrollment from 
Oct. 15 through Dec. 
7. Licensed insurance 
agents are available at 
no cost or obligation to 
help consumers find a 
Medicare plan that meets 
their health care needs.

In addition to providing 
assistance throughout the 
plan application and en-
rollment process, agents 
of  MedicareCompareUSA 
can provide an annual 
review of  an enrollee’s 
Medicare coverage during 
Medicare’s enrollment 
period. This often in-
cludes assisting members 
affected by Medicare plan 
network changes that 
sometimes occur. Doing 
so assures that beneficia-
ries have the information 
they need to proactively 
select a plan that best 
meets their specific needs, 
preferences and budget.

Local consumers can 
access the helpline at 855-
583-2003 or online at www.
medicarecompareusa.
com.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Darlene Colt, BSN, 
RN, oncology patient 
navigator at Fawcett 
Memorial Hospital

HEALTH & WELLNESS HAPPENINGS

BY MAYO CLINIC NEWS NETWORK

Influenza is a respiratory in-
fection that can cause serious 
complications, particularly 
in young children. Getting a 
flu vaccine is the best way to 
prevent the flu and its compli-
cations. Even when the vaccine 
doesn’t completely prevent 
the flu, it may reduce the risk 
of  serious illness requiring 
hospitalization. Recent re-
search shows that the vaccine 
significantly reduces the risk 
of  dying of  the flu for both 
children with an underlying 
medical condition and healthy 
children.

Getting a flu vaccine is es-
pecially important this season 
because the flu and COVID-19 
cause similar common signs 
and symptoms. Flu vaccina-
tion could reduce symptoms 
that might be confused with 
those caused by COVID-19. 
Preventing the flu and reduc-
ing the severity of  flu illness 
and hospitalizations could also 
lessen the stress on the health 
care system.

Depending on your child’s 
age and health, you might be 
able to choose between the flu 

shot and the nasal spray flu 
vaccine:

Flu shot. Flu shots can be 
given to children 6 months 
and older. Side effects might 
include soreness, redness and 
swelling where the shot was 
given. A fever, muscle aches 
and headache also can occur.

Nasal spray. The nasal spray 
flu vaccine can be given to 
healthy children 2 years and 
older. Side effects of  the nasal 
spray in children might in-
clude a runny nose, wheezing, 
headache, vomiting, muscle 
aches and a slight fever.

The flu vaccine can’t give 
your child the flu. The vaccine 
also doesn’t protect your child 
from COVID-19 or increase 
your child’s risk of  COVID-19.

The number of  flu vaccine 
doses your child needs depends 
on a few factors:

2 doses. If  your child is 
younger than age 9 and is get-
ting the flu vaccine for the first 
time or has only had one dose 
of  the vaccine in total prior to 
July 1, 2020, plan for two doses 
given at least four weeks apart.

1 dose. If  your child has had 
two or more flu vaccine doses 
given at least four weeks apart 

at any time before July 1, 2020, 
one dose is enough this year. 
The two doses need not have 
been given during the same 
season or consecutive seasons. 
Likewise, if  your child gets the 
flu vaccine for the first time 
at age 9 or older, one dose is 
enough.

Keep in mind that it takes up 
to two weeks after vaccination 
to be protected from the flu. 
Also check with your child’s 
health care provider if:

Your child isn’t feeling well. 
If  your child has a moderate or 
severe illness, delay flu vacci-
nation until he or she recovers. 
Nasal congestion might affect 
the delivery of  the nasal spray 
vaccine.

Your child has any medical 
conditions. The nasal spray 
vaccine isn’t recommended 
for children between 2 and 
17 years old who are taking 
aspirin or a salicylate-contain-
ing medication. It also isn’t 
recommended for children 
ages 2 through 4 years old 
who have been diagnosed with 
asthma or have had wheezing 
in the past 12 months. The 
nasal spray vaccine isn’t appro-
priate for children who have 

weakened immune systems 
or the close contacts of  chil-
dren with severely weakened 
immune systems. Additional 
precautions for the use of  the 
nasal spray include asthma in 
children age 5 and older or a 
serious condition, such as lung 
disease.

Your child had a severe 
reaction to a previous flu 

vaccine. The flu vaccine isn’t 
recommended for anyone 
who had a severe reaction to 
a previous flu vaccine. Check 
with your child’s health care 
provider first, though. Some 
reactions might not be related 
to the vaccine.

If  your child has an egg 
allergy, he or she can still 
receive the flu vaccine.

Does my child need a flu vaccination?

SHUTTERSTOCK

Getting a flu vaccine is especially important this season 
because the flu and COVID-19 cause similar common signs and 
symptoms.

SHUTTERSTOCK PHOTO

Remove the mask by 
untying it or lifting 
off the ear loops 
without touching  
the front of the  
mask or your face.

Joseph H. Farag, D.M.D. 
3441 Conway Blvd, Port Charlotte
www.drfarag.com
Charlotte County’s Premier LANAP Provider
We accept most insurance plans

Your teeth could be the problem
Call For A Free Consultation 
(941) 764-9555

Don’t let 
bad breath 
keep you 
apart 
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BY MAYO CLINIC NEWS 

NETWORK

What are the current 
recommendations for 
breast cancer screening? 
It sounds like it should be 
a simple question with a 
simple answer. However, 
the answers to that 
question can vary, says 
Dr. Katie Hunt, a Mayo 
Clinic radiologist.

To make it simple, Dr. 
Hunt shares the breast 
cancer screening recom-
mendations that she gives 
to her patients, friends 
and family.

“Women should start 
screening mammograms 
at the age of  40 and get 
them yearly,” says Dr. 
Hunt.

“Women at a high risk 
of  breast cancer, such as 
those who have a strong 
family history or those 
who have a genetic muta-
tion that might increase 
their risk of  developing 
breast cancer, may need 
earlier screening and/or 
screening with a breast 
MRI,” says Dr. Hunt.

Dr. Hunt says those 
women should talk to 
their doctors about 
what’s the most appropri-
ate screening test.

“The reality is that 
by not getting annual 
mammograms starting 
at the age of  40, the risk 
of  dying of  breast cancer 
is higher, and there’s 
an increased likelihood 
that you’ll need more 
extensive treatment for 
cancer if  it’s found,” says 
Dr. Hunt.

Dr. Hunt’s recommen-
dation for breast cancer 
screening aligns with 
The American College 
of  Radiology, the Society 

of  Breast Imaging, and 
the American Society of  
Breast Surgeons.

However, Dr. Hunt 
says, there may be other 
recommendations women 
may hear about online or 
in the news.

“One commonly cited 
set of  recommendations 
is from the American 
Cancer Society, which 
recommends that women 
start yearly mammo-
grams no later than age 
45. However, they state 
that women should have 
the option to start at age 
40 and get them yearly. 
There is a shift in the 
recommended screening 
interval at age 55, where 
they say that women can 
switch to mammograms 
every other year or 
continue yearly screen-
ing,” explains Dr. Hunt. 
“Another controversial 
set of  recommendations 
comes from the U.S. 
Preventative Services 
Task Force. They do 
not recommend yearly 
mammograms for women 
ages 40 to 49, but rather 
recommend every-oth-
er-year mammograms for 
women who are between 
the ages of  50 and 74. 
They state that the 
decision to screen women 

in their 40s should be 
individualized, and those 
who place a higher value 
on the benefi t than the 
harms of  screening may 
choose every other year 
screening between the 
ages of  40 and 49. This 
recommendation has 
been criticized by essen-
tially every organization 
that is involved in breast 
cancer care, and, so, I do 
not recommend women 
follow this. Studies 
that have analyzed this 
screening regimen have 
shown that if  women fol-
lowed this schedule, we 
would miss up to a third 
of  breast cancers and 
have up to 6,500 addition-
al deaths per year from 
breast cancer.”

Again, Dr. Hunt recom-
mends that women start 
yearly mammograms at 
age 40.

“That’s been the 
regimen that we have the 
strongest data for, and 
that is shown to have 
the highest reduction in 
mortality for women,” 
says Dr. Hunt.

Patients should talk 
with their health care 
provider to fi nd out 
what’s the best screening 
test for them.

Clearing up confusion over 
breast cancer screening 

recommendations

BY MCC

A metastatic breast 
cancer diagnosis can 
be overwhelming. 
Sometimes referred to 
as stage IV breast can-
cer, metastatic breast 
cancer is cancer that 
has spread from the 
breast to another part 
of  the body, and many 
patients diagnosed with 
this disease are over-
come with emotions 
that can be diffi  cult to 
process.

Though some women 
are diagnosed with met-
astatic breast cancer 
on their fi rst trip to the 
doctor, BreastCancer.
org notes that nearly 
30% of  women diag-
nosed with early-stage 
breast cancer will even-
tually develop metastat-
ic disease. Such women 
may be left with a host 
of  questions, and some 
may even question their 
previous treatments, 
especially when consid-
ering early diagnosis 
is often touted as the 
best way to beat breast 
cancer. In such instanc-
es, direct conversations 
with a physician can be 
a woman’s best ally, as 
can a general knowl-
edge of  metastatic 
cancer.

HOW DOES METASTATIC 
BREAST CANCER OCCUR?

Women who have 
beaten breast cancer 
in the past naturally 
wonder how the cancer 
spread to other parts 
of  the body to become 
metastatic breast can-
cer. It can be especially 
confounding because 
metastatic breast 
cancer, as noted by the 
Susan G. Komen or-
ganization, most often 
arises months or years 
after an initial treat-
ment for breast cancer. 
This occurs because 
cancer cells can break 
away from the tumor 
in the breast and travel 
to other parts of  the 
body. Some may travel 
through the blood-
stream, while others 
may move through the 
lymphatic system. The 
lymphatic system is a 
large, complex network 
of  nodes and vessels 
that’s responsible for 
removing bacteria, 
viruses and cellular 
waste products.

The Metastatic 

Breast Cancer Network 
notes that it’s fairly 
easy for breast cancer 
cells to travel away 
from the breast. 
However, only a select 
few of  these cells tend 
to survive and grow 
in other organs, as the 
body typically rejects 
or attacks things it 
does not recognize. But 
metastatic cancer cells 
seem familiar enough 
to the body that it 
allows them to grow.

WHY DID I GET 
METASTATIC 
BREAST CANCER?

The MBCN notes that 
doctors have conducted 
extensive research on 
the process of  metas-
tasis, but to date it’s 
impossible to predict 
how long cancer cells 
will be inactive before 
they begin to grow and 
become detectable.

Part of  what makes 
a metastatic breast 
cancer diagnosis so 
diffi  cult to handle is 
that many women who 
receive such diagnoses 
had beaten breast 
cancer in the past. In 
fact, the MBCN notes 
that doctors may speak 
of  breast cancer as 
a disease that can 
be treated and then 
ends. But recurrence 
is always a possibility, 
as sometimes cancer 
treatments leave cancer 
cells behind. WebMD 
notes that even a single 
cancer cell can grow 
into a new tumor.

The Susan G. Komen 
organization notes that 
roughly 34 percent 
of  women who have 
had metastatic breast 
cancer in the United 
States today have been 
living with it for fi ve 
years. It’s important 
for women who receive 
such a diagnosis to 
remember that fi gure 
as they fi ght this dis-
ease. More information 
about metastatic breast 
cancer can be found at 
www.mbcn.org.

Understanding a 
metastatic breast 
cancer diagnosis

In addition to more in-depth screenings, women with 

dense breasts can lower cancer risk by following these 

guidelines:

• Maintain a healthy weight

• Eat nutritious food

• Exercise regularly

• Never smoke or quit immediately

• Limit alcohol consumption

• Ask for digital mammography
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By SUSAN G. KOMEN
WW5.KOMEN.ORG

Though boys and girls begin 
life with similar breast tissue, 
over time, men don’t have the 
same complex breast growth 
and development as women. 
At puberty, high testosterone 
and low estrogen levels stop 
breast development in males. 
Some milk ducts exist in men, 
but they remain undeveloped. 
Lobules are most often absent. 
However, breast problems, 
including breast cancer, can 
occur in men.

Breast cancer in men is 
rare, but it does happen. In the 
U.S., less than 1% of  all breast 
cancer cases occur in men. 
Breast cancer risk is much 
lower in men than in women. 
The lifetime risk of  getting 
breast cancer is about 1 in 833 
in U.S. men compared to one in 
eight for U.S. women.

Rates of  breast cancer 
incidence and mortality are 
much lower among men than 
among women. Survival rates 
for men are about the same as 
for women with the same stage 
of  breast cancer at the time 
of  diagnosis. However, men 
are often diagnosed at a later 
stage of  breast cancer. Men 
may be less likely than women 
to report signs and symptoms, 
which may lead to delays in 
diagnosis.

RACE AND ETHNICITY

Breast cancer incidence in 
U.S. men varies by race and 
ethnicity. Black men have the 
highest breast cancer inci-
dence overall. Asian/Pacific 
Islander men have the lowest. 
Black men also have higher 

breast cancer mortality than 
white and Hispanic men. The 
median age of  breast cancer 
diagnosis for men varies 
by race and ethnicity. For 
example, black men tend to 
be diagnosed at a younger age 
than white men. The median 
age at diagnosis for black men 
is 63, compared to 68 for white 
men.

AGE AT DIAGNOSIS
The median age of  breast 

cancer diagnosis for men in 
the U.S. is 67. The median is 
the middle value of  a group of  
numbers, so about half  of  men 
are diagnosed before age 67 
and about half  are diagnosed 
after age 67.

WARNING SIGNS OF BREAST 
CANCER IN MEN

The most common sign 
of  breast cancer in men is a 
painless lump or thickening 
in the breast or chest area. 
However, any change in the 
breast or nipple can be a 
warning sign of  breast cancer 
in men including:

• Lump, hard knot or thick-
ening in the breast, chest 
or underarm area (usually 
painless, but may be tender)

• Change in the size or shape 
of  the breast

• Dimpling, puckering or red-
ness of  the skin of  the breast

• Itchy, scaly sore or rash on 
the nipple

• Pulling in of  the nipple 
(inverted nipple) or other parts 
of  the breast

• Nipple discharge (rare)
These may also be signs of  a 

benign breast condition.Some 
of  these signs can be easier to 
notice in men than in women 

since men tend to have much 
less breast tissue than women.

DON’T DELAY SEEING A DOCTOR
Some men may be embar-

rassed about a change in their 
breast or chest area and put 
off seeing a doctor. This may 
result in a delay in diagnosis. 
Survival is highest when 
breast cancer is found early 
and treated. If  you notice any 
of  the signs above or other 
changes in your breast, chest 
area or nipple, see a doctor 
right away.

TYPES OF BREAST CANCER IN MEN
Most breast cancers in men 

begin in the milk ducts of  the 
breast (invasive ductal carcino-
mas). Fewer than 2% of  breast 
cancers in men begin in the 
lobules of  the breast (invasive 
lobular carcinoma).

RARE BREAST CANCERS IN MEN
In rare cases, men can be 

diagnosed with ductal carci-
noma in situ (a non-invasive 
breast cancer), inflammatory 
breast cancer or Paget disease 
of  the breast (Paget disease of  
the nipple).

BENIGN BREAST  
CONDITIONS IN MEN

Benign breast conditions 
(also known as benign breast 
diseases) are noncancerous 
disorders of  the breast. The 
most common benign breast 
condition in men is gyneco-
mastia. Gynecomastia is an 
enlargement of  the breast. It 
is the most common benign 
breast condition in men. 
Gynecomastia results from 
a hormone imbalance in the 
body. Certain diseases, hor-
mone use, obesity and other 
hormone changes can cause 
this imbalance. For example, 
boys can get a temporary 
form of  gynecomastia during 
puberty. Gynecomastia doesn’t 
need to be treated unless it 
causes pain or you want to 
have the enlarged tissue re-
duced. In these cases, it can be 
treated with hormone therapy 
or surgery. Some studies show 
gynecomastia may increase 
the risk of  breast cancer in 
men.

BRCA2 GENE MUTATIONS  
AND CANCER RISK

Men (and women) with 
an inherited BRCA2 gene 

mutation have an increased 
risk of  breast cancer. For 
example, the lifetime risk of  
breast cancer (up to age 80) is:

• About 50-80 in 1,000 men 
with a BRCA2 mutation

• Less than 1 in 1,000 men 
without a BRCA2 mutation

Men who have a BRCA2 mu-
tation are also at an increased 
risk for prostate cancer and 
pancreatic cancer. Men who 
have a BRCA1 mutation may 
also have an increased risk of  
breast cancer, but this link is 
less clear. Other gene muta-
tions are under study for a 
possible link to breast cancer 
in men.

In men, up to 40% of  breast 
cancers may be related to 
BRCA2 mutations. In women, 
5% to 10% of  breast cancers in 
women are thought to be due 
to BRCA1, BRCA2 and other 
inherited gene mutations. This 
means men who get breast 
cancer are more likely to have 
an inherited gene mutation 
than women who get breast 
cancer. It’s recommended men 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
have genetic testing. (You may 
want to meet with a genetic 
counselor to learn more about 
genetic testing.)

BY MCC

Breast cancer risk 
is influenced by many 
things, including heredity, 
age and gender. Breast 
density is another factor 
that may affect cancer 
risk and the ability to 
detect breast cancer in its 
earliest stages, say some 
experts.

According to the 
report, “Mammographic 
density and the risk 
and detection of  breast 
cancer,” published by The 
New England Journal of  
Medicine, as well as data 
from the National Cancer 
Institute, women with 
high breast density are 
four to five times more 
likely to get breast cancer. 
Only age and BRCA1 
and BRCA2 mutations 
increase risk more. 
However health care 

providers do not routinely 
use a woman’s breast den-
sity to assess her breast 
cancer risk, according to 
Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure.

Density does not refer 
to the size or shape of  the 
breast and it may not be 
apparent by just looking 
at the breasts. Usually 
women do not learn they 
have dense breasts until 
their first mammograms. 
Dense breasts have more 
glandular and fibrous 
tissue. Density may be 
hereditary, meaning 
mothers and daughters 
can share similar breast 
characteristics.

Dense breasts cannot 
easily be seen through on 
a mammogram, which 
can make detecting lumps 
and other abnormalities 
more difficult. This can 
lead to missed cancers 

or cancers that 
are discovered 
at later stages. 
Women with 
dense breasts 
may require 
additional 
screening meth-
ods, such as a 
breast ultrasound or an 
MRI, in addition to yearly 
mammogram screenings.

Education about breast 
density is gaining traction 
in some areas, thanks 
to informed women and 
advocacy groups like 
AreYouDense.org. Some 
states in the United States 
are part of  inform lists, in 
which radiologists include 
information about breast 
density on mammogram 
reports so women and 
doctors can make deci-
sions about extra testing.

Even if  a woman does 
not live in a state where 
density is shared, she can 
request the information 
from the radiologist or 
doctor. Dense breasts 
show up with more 
pockets of  white on 
mammograms than 
gray fatty tissue in less 
dense breasts. Cancer 
also appears white, and, 
therefore, tumors can be 
hidden.

What do dense breasts 
mean for cancer risk?

SHUTTERSTOCK
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Dr. Chetan Vedvyas is a Board-Certified Dermatologist with 
a Medical Degree from Harvard and a Fellowship-trained 
Mohs surgeon specializing in skin cancer removal.

General and Pediatric Dermatology | Anti-Aging
Skin Cancer Screening and Treatment
Phototherapy | Men’s Therapies | Mohs Surgery
Skin Care Products | Facial Rejuvenation 

FloridaSkinCenter.com 
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Do you know what skin cancer looks like?
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1.  WE ARE OPEN for all procedures including 
Mohs surgery 
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Our FSC family understands these are challenging times for 
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BY MCC

Mammograms take 
images of  breast tissue 
to determine the pres-
ence of  abnormalities, 
including lumps. Women 
may undergo traditional, 
2D mammograms, but in-
creasingly many health 
care facilities are now 
employing 3D technology 
because it can provide 
clearer pictures.

A 3D mammogram, 
also called digital tomo-
synthesis, takes several 
diff erent X-rays of  the 
breasts and combines 
those images to establish 
a three-dimensional 
picture. The Mayo Clinic 
says that a 3D mammo-
gram is typically used to 
search for breast cancer 
in people who may have 
no outward signs or 
symptoms. It also may be 
used to help diagnose the 
cause of  a breast mass or 
nipple discharge. Doctors 
may suggest 3D imaging 
to get a better look at 
any growths or help 
identify the source of  
any symptoms a person 
may be concerned about.

Two-dimensional 
mammograms are still 

the industry standard. 
The 3D versions are 
obtained in a similar 
fashion by pressing the 
breasts between two 
imaging plates. Rather 
than just taking images 
from the sides and top 
to bottom, the 3D ver-
sion will take multiple 
angles to make a digital 
recreation of  the breast. 
Medical News Today 
says this enables doctors 
to look at small, indi-
vidual sections of  the 
breast tissue that may be 
as thin as just a single 
millimeter.

A study published 
in the journal JAMA 
Oncology says cancer 
detection rates are 
higher in people who do 
3D imaging over time. 
Three-dimensional 
mammograms can be 
useful for women with 
dense breast tissue or 
those at higher risk for 
breast cancer. Although 
experts at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center advise 
any woman who needs a 
mammogram to get the 
3D version. However, 3D 
mammography may not 
be covered by all insur-
ance plans.

It’s important to note 
that a 3D mammogram 
releases the same 
amount of  radiation as a 

traditional mammogram. 
It is of  no greater risk to 
the patient, and it is ap-
proved by the Food and 

Drug Administration. 
Also of  note, because 
3D mammograms 
produce more images, it 

may take a radiologist 
a little longer to read 
one than it would a 2D 
mammogram.

Is 3D mammography right for you?

MCC

A 3D mammogram, also called digital tomosynthesis, takes several diff erent X-rays of the breasts and 
combines those images to establish a three-dimensional picture.

Resources
American Cancer Society/
Relay For Life: www.cancer.org

Dollars for Mammograms: www.

dollarsformammograms.org

National Breast Cancer Foundation:
www.nationalbreastcancer.org

National Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Early Detection Program:
www.cdc.gov/cancer/nbccedp

National Cancer 
Institute:
www.cancer.gov/

types/breast/

mammograms-

fact-sheet

Susan G. Komen:
ww5.komen.org

SHUTTERSTOCK

BY MCC

Among American 
women, breast can-
cer ranks as either 
the most commonly 
occurring cancer or 
a close second. The 
World Cancer Research 
Fund says there were 
two million new cases 
of  breast cancer in 2018 
across the globe, while 
the American Cancer 
Society notes the chance 
that a woman will die 
from breast cancer is 
about 2.6%.

Fortunately, for 
most women, a cancer 
diagnosis is not termi-
nal. Early detection and 
thorough treatment 
helps to improve the 
fi ve-year survival rate, 
especially for those with 
cancer that is localized 
to the breast or has 
only minimally spread. 
Women may have to 
undergo various forms 
of  treatment, including 
radiation, chemotherapy 
and surgery.

The National Cancer 
Institute notes that, 
while they’re eff ective, 
breast cancer treatments 
can cause changes 
that aff ect a woman’s 
physique, body image 
and sexuality. Some 
changes will be short-
term, such as hair loss 
or fatigue. Others may 

be permanent, such as 
breast loss or scarring 
from lumpectomy and 
mastectomy. Fertility 
also may be aff ected, 
potentially compromis-
ing a woman’s ability 
to get pregnant after 
treatment.

Regardless of  the 
changes, breast cancer 
patients must realize 
they are not alone. 
Scores of  women have 
experienced similar feel-
ings and can be sources 
of  support and inspira-
tion during recovery. In 
addition, a handful of  
strategies can help wom-
en confront the physical 
changes resulting from 
cancer treatment in a 
positive way.

• Understand that it is 
okay to feel frustrated, 
upset or angry with 
the changes that have 
occurred. It doesn’t make 
you shallow. Anyone has 
the right to grieve treat-
ment options that have 
changed their bodies in 
various ways.

• Attempt to focus 
on how cancer treat-
ment and the entire 
experience has made 
you stronger and more 
in tune with life. Cancer 
can be a wake-up call 
that sparks positive 
changes going forward. 
Focus on your strengths, 
rather than on what you 

cannot reverse.
• Look for new ways 

to enhance your appear-
ance, like a new hair-
style. A makeup make-
over also can help. Some 
women like to splurge 
on a stylist who can help 
shape a wig or off er them 
some innovative ideas to 
change their appearance.

• Speak with a doctor 
about what you can do 
to treat and camoufl age 
skin changes from treat-
ment. Topical creams 
may alleviate redness or 
dry patches while other 
remedies can minimize 
surgical scarring.

The changes in 
body image that breast 
cancer survivors experi-
ence tend to be connect-
ed to the features that 
society characterizes as 
feminine. Loss of  one or 
both breasts can greatly 
aff ect body image. 
However, if  mastectomy 
surgery is necessary, 
speak with your doctor 
about reconstruction 
possibilities. There also 
are very good prosthetic 
inserts and bras that 
can mimic the look of  
natural breasts under 
clothing.

Physical changes are 
common after cancer 
treatment. Women can 
try a handful of  strat-
egies to successfully 
confront these changes.

How to cope with physical changes 
resulting from cancer treatment
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EXPLORE SHELL POINT TODAY!

Wednesday, 
November 18

Tuesday, 
November 10

Tuesday, 
November 24

Wednesday, 
November 4

ATTEND A DISCOVERY SEMINAR & TOUR | 9:30 A.M.

REGISTER for your tour at shellpoint.org/seminars or call (239) 360-5850.

You can also schedule a private appointment  
if you prefer by calling (239) 360-5850.
Shell Point is located on the Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers,  
just 2 miles from the islands of Sanibel and Captiva.
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W E  A B I D E  BY  C U R R E N T  C D C  G U I D E L I N E S  TO  P R OT E C T  Y O U R  H E A LT H  A N D  T H E  S A F E T Y  O F  O U R  R E S I D E N T S 
A N D  S TA F F.  W E  W I L L  N OT I F Y  YO U  A B O U T  W H AT  TO  E X P E C T  B E F O R E  A R R I V I N G  F O R  YO U R  TO U R .

Unparalleled setting. Unparalleled lifestyle.™

®

“My quality of life here has 
always been good, and it is 
especially so right now because 
I feel safe and protected.” 
EUNICE MURRAY

The best place to be right now is home – especially if that home is at Shell Point.® 
Our commitment to doing what is best for our residents has always made us 

the top choice for resort-style retirement living in Southwest Florida. 
Today, that is more important than ever.

JUST ASK A 
SHELL POINT RESIDENT

to be
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Mission Driven... Results Oriented 180 Bed Rehab Facility

Solaris HealthCare 
Charlotte Harbor is a trusted, 
compassionate provider of 
rehabilitation and extended 
care. We have maintained 
a consistent history of high 
performance standards. 

Our expert staff, state of the 
art facilities and upscale 
environment makes Solaris 
HealthCare Charlotte Harbor 
the premier choice for rehab 
in Southwest Florida.

Apply online @ solarishealthcare.vikus.net
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for Full time Relief Cook/Dietary 

Sign-On Bonus of $3000
for Full Time CNA & NURSES

BY ELIZABETH C. TIPPETT
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

(The Conversation is an 
independent and nonprofit 
source of  news, analysis and 
commentary from academic 
experts.)

If  you’re among the tens of  
millions of  people returning 
to work or preparing to do 
so after months sheltering in 
place, you may be worried it 
will put you and your family 
at increased risk of  exposure 
to COVID-19.

The dilemma may be 
especially stark for the 
millions of  Americans who 
can expect to see a significant 
cut in their unemployment 
insurance benefits near the 
end of  July, when the US$600 
per week subsidy from the 
federal government is set to 
expire.

As a professor specializing 
in employment law, I don’t 
have a lot of  reassurance 
to offer. Employment law is 
a patchwork at the best of  
times – let alone during a 
global pandemic – and legal 
protections may not cover 
your situation. Like so many 
of  the challenges people 
are facing right now, you 
may be mostly on your own, 
negotiating the least bad of  
many bad options.

Here is a basic overview of  
what your options are under 
some common scenarios.

I’ve been called back to the 
office, but I don’t like the idea 
of  being in an enclosed space 
for nine hours a day.

Workers have good reason 
to worry about indoor spaces, 
as scientists increasingly 
acknowledge that the virus 
may be airborne.

If  you have a medical 

condition that makes you 
especially vulnerable to 
the coronavirus, you may 
be entitled to a reasonable 
accommodation under 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. That means 
your employer needs to 
engage in a dialogue with you 
to figure out if  there is a way 
to limit your exposure – such 
as remote work, a temporary 
reassignment or a modified 
shift.

Alternatively, some 
states are allowing medically 
vulnerable workers to 
refuse work and remain on 
unemployment insurance.

[The Conversation’s 
newsletter explains what’s 
going on with the coronavirus 
pandemic. Subscribe now.]

If  the business is opening 
in defiance of  a state or local 
order, you might be able to 
file a complaint with a state 
workplace health and safety 
agency. Or you could try 
negotiating a temporary or 
intermittent remote work 
arrangement with your 
employer.

Everyone else has little 
choice but to head back to the 
office.

I believe I’m being asked to 
work in unsafe conditions.

If  you live in a state or 
city that has adopted a 
mask requirement – and 
your worksite is not 
allowing or enforcing the 
mask rules – look into 
how that requirement is 
being enforced. In Oregon, 
for example, the governor 
has tasked the state 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Agency with enforcing 
the rule. By contrast, the 
Texas governor’s mask order 
is being enforced – somewhat 
inconsistently – by local law 

enforcement.
For other safety-related 

concerns, the first thing you 
are expected to do is talk 
to your employer about the 
unsafe condition. Be specific 
about the condition that 
concerns you and the fact 
that you are worried about 
your safety.

If  you are unionized, 
conveying your concern 
to the union will enable it 
to address the problem on 
behalf  of  everyone. Even if  
you’re not unionized, banding 
together with other 
employees to advocate for 
safer working conditions 
is protected under the 
National Labor Relations Act.

If  your employer does not 
address your safety concerns, 
you can complain to the state 
workplace safety agency 
or the local branch of  the 
federal Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration. 
The agency should send an 
inspector to examine the 
situation or at least send 
a letter to the employer 
inquiring about your 
complaint.

In the meantime, you 
should refuse to work only 
if  you have no “reasonable 
alternative” and the unsafe 
condition would pose a “real 
danger of  death or serious 
injury.”

I have to go to work but 
have children at home and no 
child care options.

If  you work for a 
company with fewer than 
500 employees, you may be 
eligible for up to 12 weeks of  
paid leave under the Families 
First Coronavirus Response 
Act. But if  you’ve been using 
this leave over the spring 
or summer, you may be in 
a dicey situation by the fall if  

schools do not fully reopen.
Beyond those 12 weeks 

of  leave, companies are 
not required to make 
accommodations for 
employee child care issues. 
But failing to do so can make 
for bad PR, as Florida State 
University discovered when 
it tried to ban parents from 
watching their kids while 
working remotely.

I live with a family member 
who is in a vulnerable 
population, and I don’t want 
to expose the person to the 
virus.

If  you need to care for the 
family member – and work 
for a company with fewer 
than 500 employees – you 
may be eligible for leave 
under the Families First 
Coronavirus Response 
Act. Your employer might 
request documentation 
that a health care provider 
advised the family member to 
self-quarantine.

Otherwise, you may be 
out of  luck – and may not 
even get unemployment 
insurance if  you refuse 
to work. That may mean 
doing your best to limit 
your exposure at work 
and transmission at home.

I think I just got sick from 
exposure to the coronavirus 
at work.

You should be eligible for 
two weeks of  paid sick leave 
under the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act if  
you work for a company with 
fewer than 500 employees. 
If  you are still sick after 
that, you may be eligible 
for Family and Medical 
Leave. You’ll also want to 
check your company’s sick 
leave policy.

You might be eligible to file 
for workers’ compensation, 

which covers medical costs 
and provides some wage 
replacement for workers who 
are injured because of work. 
State law varies a lot when it 
comes to workers’ 
compensation, including 
whether infectious diseases 
like COVID-19 count as 
a workplace injury. Your 
claim will also depend 
on whether you can show that 
you contracted the 
coronavirus at work – as 
opposed to exposure from 
other places. Some states are 
issuing presumptions that 
certain kinds of front-line 
workers – like health care 
workers and first responders 
– contracted the virus at
work.

My company asked me to 
sign a contract saying I waive 
my legal rights if I contract 
COVID-19.

If you are presented with a 
waiver to return to work, 
consider asking whether you 
are required to sign 
it. Sometimes workplace 
contracts are actually 
optional, but you may not find 
out without asking directly or 
reading the fine print.

But even if signing 
is mandatory, workers 
compensation claims are 
generally not waivable. In 
other words, if you contract 
COVID-19 as a result of a 
workplace exposure, a waiver 
form shouldn’t be a barrier to 
filing a claim and potentially 
receiving compensation.

When you’re worried about getting sick on the job
THE CONVERSATION
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We are a drug free workplace. 
Pre-employment drug screening required.

VENICE GONDOLIER 

MAILROOM

E-mail: kshelby@suncoastpress.com
No phone calls please

Must be able to lift 
at least 20lb, stand, sit, bend 
for prolonged periods of time.

JOIN OUR
TEAM!

PART-TIME POSITION AVAILABLE

NO EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY

Willing to 
train the right 
candidate.

ad
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76
82
65
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Employment 
Services 

PROFESSIONAL RESUMES
A PHONE CALL CAN DO IT ALL 
CHARLOTTE & SARASOTA CO. 
Call for DETAILS 941-214-5257

Professional 
STAFF ASSISTANT,

 HARDEE CAMPUS (FT)
Application deadline 

10/18/20. For requirements 
and to apply visit  

http://sfsc.interviewexchange.com. 
863-784-7132. EA/EO.

Clerical/office 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION:  

FT for Custom Home Builder.  
Great phone and people 

skills.  Proficient in word/
excel.  A/P, A/R, and payroll 
and/or construction experi-
ence a +.  DFWP.  Benefits. 

Email resume to:  
email@shbfl.com

Medical 

$3000 Sign on 
BONUS  

For Full Time Positions!

CNAS ALL SHIFTS

NURSES PRN
________________

$1000 SIGN ON 
BONUS FOR 

FULL TIME   RELIEF 
COOK/DIETARY AIDE
________________

SOLARIS HEALTHCARE
Apply: 

solarishealthcare.vikus.net

CNA’S, HHA’S AND 
CAREGIVERS

Find New Clients by 
Advertising Your 
Services in the 

Senior Directory 
Every Wednesday in 

The Sun Newspapers. 

This Feature Publishes in 
Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Desoto Counties. 
Market Yourself - Reach 

150,000 Readers! 
Call 941-429-3110 for more 

information

CARING FOR 
OUR HEROES

DOUGLAS T. JACOBSON
STATE VETERANS’ HOME

Human Services 
Counselor III

Senior RN Supervisor

Registered Nurse

Senior LPN

Senior CNA’s

CNA/Therapy Aide

Food Control Specialist

Food Support Worker

Excellent Benefits, 
Vacation Leave

Tammy Hoyt
941-613-0919 X 2006

Online:
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com

Medical 

NURSES:

Consider a Career in
 Corrections with

 Centurion!

JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY!

Centurion is seeking RNs 
to work the night shift at 
Desoto Correctional Annex 
in Arcadia.  Offering a va-
riety of schedules/shifts, 
great pay & benefits!

Apply online at 
www.centurionjobs.com 
or contact Amy at 850-299-
2436 or amy@teamcenturi-
on.com.  EOE

Skilled trades 
CONSTRUCTION SALES/

ESTIMATOR NEEDED for faith 
based Building Corporation in 
Charlotte Cnty, FL  Computer/
management skills required. 

Send Resume to klowa@
kenriteconstruction.com

EXPERIENCED AUTO & AC 
MECHANIC, must have own 
tools, PC area. 941-302-2093

LABORER NEEDED FOR Marine 
construction Co. Mon - Fri.  
DL required. $16. - $20 hourly
wage depending experience.  

Call (941)-223-6221

WESTCOAST 
ELECTRIC SERVICES 

A large Commercial 
Contractor is NOW HIRING 
for: Commercial Electrical 

Helpers & Electricians.
 We offer an apprenticeship 
program. Great Benefits & 
Competitive Pay. Please 
Submit your resume to: 

Jenny@westcoastelectricfl.
com or Call 941-429-4900

Sales 

AGGRESSIVE 
TELE-MARKETING 

REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED. 
Excellent Lead Base and 

Advertising Budget. 
(No Cold Calls) 

Salary Plus Commission - 
$40-60K Potential. 

Active 55 Plus Community 
Home Sales.

Call Jim Hatcher 844-935-
0264 or Email jhatcher@
thepreserveflorida.com

SECRETARIAL Part-time/Full-
time, Real Estate Sales entry 
level no license necessary to 
apply. For interview call Mr. E 
at 201-953-1309.

General 

CARRIERS
NEEDED

The Venice Gondolier Sun 
is now taking applications 
for carriers in  Venice and 

surrounding  areas. 
Must have dependable 
vehicle, a valid Florida  

Drivers License and proof 
of insurance.  

APPLY IN PERSON: 
200 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL 34285

No Phone Calls Please.

DRIVERS NEEDED 
for Local Seafood Company. 

Good Pay!!!
Call 941-380-9212

PUNTA GORDA’S premier
real estate firm is seeking
 a responsible HANDYMAN

 for its portfolio of properties.
Responsibilities include

maintaining properties in 
good working order, light 

repairs, plumbing, A/C work, 
some painting, lawn main-
tenance. The position will 
require a 30-40 hour work 

week. Generous pay is based 
on 40 hours and some bene-
fits. Call BARB  941-628-5599

General 

ASSISTANT
DISTRICT MANAGERS

SUN NEWSPAPERS

The Sun is currently seeking 
part-time Assistant District 
Managers in our Circulation 
Department. Our Assistant 
District Managers work di-
rectly with an independent 
contractor network to man-
age home delivery and cus-
tomer relations.

Responsibilities include con-
tractor recruitment and ori-
enting, meeting established 
service goals, resolving ser-
vice errors, managing con-
tractor draw and insuring 
customer satisfaction.

Must be able to work early 
mornings hours, weekends 
and holidays in an office/
warehouse environment and 
outdoors in various tempera-
tures and weather conditions.

Requires valid Florida driv-
er’s license and insurance. 
Must have reliable transpor-
tation to perform daily job 
responsibilities. Opportuni-
ties available in Charlotte/
Punta Gorda and North Port/
Englewood. 25-30 hours per 
week. Starting pay $13-$14/
hr. Phone allowance, mileage 
reimbursement.

EOE, Drug free workplace
Pre-employment

drug testing required

E-mail: 
Brian.Franz@yoursun.com 

or Call 941-206-1020 

CUSTOMER SERVICE
THE SUN NEWSPAPERS

CIRCULATION DEPT.

Full & Part Time
positions available

for Customer Service Rep.
Must have data entry

experience, fast paced 
environment.

Some weekends and holidays 
may be required.

Email resumes to
mark.yero@yoursun.com

Please, NO Phone Calls
 

We are a drug free workplace
Pre-employment drug testing 

required

MAILROOM
THE CHARLOTTE SUN 

NEWSPAPER

Part-time positions available. 
No Experience necessary.

Be able to lift at least
20 lbs., willing to train

Late afternoons & evenings.

E-mail to: rmarotta@
suncoastpress.com

Please, NO Phone Calls
 

We are a drug free workplace
Pre-employment drug testing 

required

TIRES & LUBE TECH, 
Must be able to do truck tires, 

have own tools, Good PAY! 
CERTIFIED TIRE - FIRESTONE

Call Bob 941-255-9299

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!

General 

ENTRY LEVEL POSITION 
FOR PRINTING AT 

THE VENICE GONDOLIER
We are currently seeking 

a full time entry level 
manufacturing position. 

This position includes the 
opportunity to learn the 

printing process from the 
entry level position and 

advance in a progressive 
environment.  In this 

position you will assist in 
the creation of various well 

known newspapers and 
other related products on 

our Press.
DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES

•Remove product from the 
end of the printing press or 
finishing machine. 
•Move skids of product 
with a hand jack
Comply with all quality, 
safety and work rules and 
regulations.
•Day and Evening shifts 
available.
•Qualifications
Effectively communicate 
with other members of the 
staff.
•Assist other crew 
members with various 
duties including webbing 
up of the press and/or 
special handwork in order 
to meet customer requests.
•Follow all clean-up and 
housekeeping procedures.
•The ability to take stacks 
(average 10-30 lbs) using 
repetitive hand/wrist 
movement, off of the end 
of a machine (2-4 feet high) 
and stack product on skids 
from floor level to 5 feet 
high using repetitive bend-
ing and twisting.
•The ability to remove 
skids (weighing up to 2400 
lbs) by using a pallet jack
The ability to use a 
computer.
•At least 18-years of age 
or older
•Ability to work well in a 
team environment
•Ability to follow 
instructions and work 
independently
•The ability to read and 
write; possess good verbal 
and written 
comprehension.

Please call Jon at 
941 207 1411 

for an interview

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(Punta Gorda, Pt Charlotte, 

North Port, Venice)

BUSINESS IS GOOD! 
WE`RE ALSO LOOKING FOR 

A SALES MANAGER!
LOOKING FOR A 
PART-TIME JOB?

Make $1,000. - $1,500. and 
Up in Your Spare Time. 

Weekends a Plus.

 Kiosk Sales
No Experience Necessary

Full Training Provided
Cell Phone Required

Our Team is Growing Not 
Laying Off.

We Work in Retail 
Locations, Events and 

Shows Where Customers 
Come to Us.

KIOSK SALES Working with 
Sun Newspapers.

Reply to: 
hiring.now@amgincusa.com 

or Call 321-299-2020
Please Include Phone 

Number Where You Can be 
Reached For an Interview. 

A Resume Would be a plus!
SIMPLE - EASY - 
GOOD MONEY

Real Estate 
Open house 

10/18/20

FIVE STAR 
REALTY 

OPEN HOUSES
 

“Stop by Five Star Realty to 
pick up a home tour flyer 

with directions.”
                            

Sunday, October 18th

4000 Bal Harbor #511
Punta Gorda
11am-1pm

1114 Campbell Street
Port Charlotte

11am-3pm

3525 Dileuca Street
Punta Gorda
12pm-3pm

For more information and 
photos, visit: 

www.fivestarrealty.com

Houses for sale 
VENICE 4/2/3 13181 Famiglia 
Wood floor, water view. OPEN
Sun 10/4 1-4. West Villages 
Realty. $418,000 941-451-9286

YYou Saou Saveve
Big BucBig Bucksks
ShoppingShopping

Classifieds!Classifieds!

Houses for sale 

TRI-COUNTY NEW HOME 
BUILD

 New Homes with lot from 
$199,900 

   Classic Series: Immediate 
Delivery or Value Added Fall 

Delivery Specials.
Own a Lot? Need a Lot? 
Lets Craft a Great Deal~

Call Today for Plans and 
Tour our New Model Home.

    941-468-8300
Reliance Project Manage-
ment, LLC CGC#1512533 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?

We can help you.
Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

 BLUE HERON PINES
29200 Jones Loop Rd

Punta Gorda, FL 33950
Premier Resort Style 

Amenities.
New & Used Homes for Sale

Affordable Living
18 Hole Public Golf Course

Please Call for an Appt. 
Today: 888-710-7417 or

941 637-7803

DEEP CREEK
ABSOLUTELY STUNNING! 

This 2/2/2, Top of the Line, 
Fully Tiled, TURN-KEY 
Furnished Villa is in 

Desirable Heritage Lake 
Park! This Home Literally 

Shines! 1 Year New 
Accordion Shutters. Nothing 

to do Except Bring Your 
Clothing & Toiletries and 
ENJOY Living in Paradise! 
Nesting Bird Sanctuary, 

Gated w/ Clubhouse & Pool, 
Tennis/Pickleball Courts, 
Fitness Center, Walking 

Paths and MORE!! $210,000.
 Sharon Kerr 941-286-7315 
Coldwell Banker Sunstar 

Realty 

DEEP CREEK 198 Porto Velho  
is home to this 2006 built, 3 
bdrm 2 bath, 2 car gar home 
with sizable lanai and fenced 

yard!! Granite counters, 
stainless appliances, wood 
cabinetry. Don’t miss this 
well cared for home!  Call 
today!  C7431653  $226,500 
 Pat Walker 941-276-4674  

REMAX Anchor Realty

LAKE SUZY 
12597 SW PEMBROKE CIR., N
4 bdrm 2 bath, 3 car garage 
beauty, large private yard, 

beautifully landscaped.
 2215 sq ft, Open floor plan. 

Pristine!! Time is right! 
See it today!   C7432260  

$279,000. CALL PAT WALKER 
941-276-4674   

REMAX ANCHOR REALTY

PORT CHARLOTTE 
15352 Mille Fiore Blvd.  
MOVE IN READY newer 

three (3) bedroom + den/
office, two (2) bath and two 

and a half (2-1/2, 21x28’) 
car garage HOME in gated 

subdivision of VILLA MILANO 
in beautiful northwest Port 
Charlotte! This gated com-
munity boasts a Clubhouse 

with heated pool (just a 
few steps from your front 
door), sidewalks and well-

kept common grounds with 
mature landscaping. No CDD! 

CITY WATER & SEWER! 
Hurricane shutters! Under-
ground utilities! Low HOA!

$250,000 
Patty Gillespie Remax Anchor 

941-875-2755

Get theGet the
Word out -Word out -
AdvertiseAdvertise

in thein the
Classifieds!Classifieds!

Houses for sale 

PORT CHARLOTTE  
17245 Ursula Ave    

$140,000
Great property built in 2004, 

3 bdr, 1.5 bath, 1 car 
garage, on a fenced corner 
lot situated conveniently 

between North Port and Port 
Charlotte. Open floor plan.  

MLS#C7432157
Call Pat Walker 941-276-4674  

REMAX Anchor Realty

Condos/villas
for sale 

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
SHOWCASE OF HOMES

Please Call 
866-463-1638 

or Email; 
classifieds@sun-herald.com

Mobile homes
for sale 

SMALL BUT SWEET 1BR 
newly refurbished, $8500.  
55+ Park in Englewood, No 
dogs, Leave msg on 
machine. (941)-474-1353

VENICE RANCH 
Mobile Home Estates 

BEAUTIFUL LOT RENTAL & 
55 + Community.

New & Pre-owned Homes 
No Dogs. Cats Ok 
Call  941-488-5672

www.VeniceRanch.com

Manufactured
homes for sale

ARCADIA VILLAGE 
COUNTRY CLUB

AN ACTIVE 
55+ COMMUNITY

Come Visit One of 
Florida`s Best-Kept 

Secrets, or Take a Drone 
Tour on Our Website... 

Call to Schedule 
an Appoinment 

For a Tour!!!
Ted 800-538-2590 

www.arcadiavillage.com

NEW 3/2 DOUBLE WIDE
Delivered & Set-Up on 

Your Lot w/  Steps, 
Air & Skirting!  
$60,445. + Tax.

Prestige Homes, 
Punta Gorda 
941-637-1122

Homes for rent 

AWARD WINNING
SUNBELT MGT.

SERVICES
RENTALS 

 

★ 3/2/CP Carpet & Tile, Lanai, 
55 + Comm., Edgewater 

Manor, P.C. $900/Mo

★ 3/2/1 Carpet & Tile, 
Silver Bell Dr., P.C. 

$1050/Mo

*We Welcome NEW Listings*
COMPLETE LISTINGS

(941) 764-7777
sunbeltmgtservices.com

* NEED A RENTAL *   
Paradise Properties & 

Rentals, Inc 941-625-RENT

Condos/villas
for rent 

PORT CHARLOTTE  2/2, 
$975/mo, Water/Basic cable 
included. No Smoking/Pets, 

$2800 to move in.
Available NOW! 941-380-9212

Apartments for rent 
VENICE ISLAND Efficiency- 
1 & 2 br,  Call for Details.   

No Pets, 1 Year Lease  
941-416-5757or 323-6466

Efficiencies
for rent 

HARBOUR HEIGHTS close to
river, newly renovated effi-
ciencies w cable & internet,
SunnybrookMotel 941-625-6400

Rooms for rent 
PORT CHARLOTTE, Clean, Qui-
et, $170/wk  pay wkly or mthly
941-743-3070/740-2565

Lots & acreage 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?
We can help you.

Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!
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Lots & acreage 

PORT CHARLOTTE  
Lakeworth & 

Collingswood area 
(4) 1 Acre parcels, 

city water, mulched,  
 $40k/ per parcel
941-628-0251

Notices 
Announcements 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

Bible study
& churches 

BEGIN YOUR DAY IN 
BIBLE STUDY

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. 

Tuesdays 10AM-11AM. 
For more info 941-766-9357 

Port Charlotte

 CALVARY BIBLE CHURCH 
1936 E. Venice Ave. 

Venice Friday at 9am.                     
Study features video teach-
ings of noted Bible Schol-
ars on  various  subjects.                                                                

For more info. Call Rev. Jones 
at: 941-485-7070 or visit 
www.CBCVenice.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
HOUSE OF PRAYER  

Night Watch Fridays 
7pm-9pm

Worship-Word-Prayer
One River-One Stream

1435 Collingswood Blvd Unit C
Port Charlotte
941 249-8946  

Check us out on Facebook

COMMUNITY CENTER  
4PM - 7PM each Wednesday.

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. PC, 

Open to All Ages.
 For more info 941-766-9357

FAITH BUILDERS
A Basic Study to Build your 
Christian Faith. Call Pastor
Gumm at Christ the King 

Lutheran Church for times.
 941-766-9357 Port Charlotte

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda
Various Days & Times             
Confirmation/Bible Study           
Adult Infomational Class
941-639-6309 

GATEWAY WORSHIP PRAYER
& Healing Rooms If you need 
healing, we want to pray with
you! Our prayer teams are 
available to minister to you 
every Thursday 7:30 pm-8:30
pm. For information call 
863-832-4418 5377 Dunkin Rd.,
Punta Gorda 33982
Jesus Still Heals Today!

New Season Full Gospel 
invites you to meet with us 
every Wednesday via Zoom. 
Log in begins at 6:30pm and 
service starts at 7pm, live 
interaction. Worship and 

fellowship with us Call or text 
941-268-3589 for Zoom 
meeting information. 

Everyone Welcome. Look-
ing forward to meeting you 

Pamela Sams  

PASTOR PETER BURNETT. PCI 
Church Online Invites You 
to the Weekly Online Teach-
ing with Pastor Peter Every
Thursday at 9:00PM. Select a
Group on Facebook and Click 
Join to Attend Online. Email: 
pburnettmedia@gmail.com
for Questions

UNIQUE AND INFORMATIVE
DVD Every Sunday @ 6pm. 
Disussion After at El Jobean
Baptist 941-769-6291

Exercise classes 
GULF COAST ACUPUNTURE 
151 Center Rd. Wednesdays
5:30pm  Thursdays 9:00 am
Saturdays 8:30am YOGA
for Beginners Proceeds to                                      
Venice Wildlife Center                                          
Call Rick or Mary 941-488-1769

TO ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS 
Information

Call 866-463-1638
or Email; 

classifieds@sun-herald.com

Business 
Services 

AN OCCUPATIONAL LLC. may 
be required by the City and/or
County. Please call the appro-
priate occupational licensing
bureau to verify.

Aluminum 

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

GULF COAST RESCREEN
Lic & Insured

Family owned & operated
PAINTING & 

RESCREENING POOL CAGES IS 
OUR SPECIALITY!

941-536-7529
Serving Sarasota County Free 

Estimates

PRECISION Aluminum & 
Remodeling Lanai’s, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, 
Windows, Doors, Floors.

 941-276-8449

Appliance
service/repair 
GARY DRAKE 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
& INSPECTION. 

30 yrs. Exp. 
(941)-889-7596

Child care 
ALL CHILDCARE FACILITIES 

MUST INCLUDE, WITH 
ADVERTISEMENT, STATE OR 

LOCAL AGENCY LICENSE 
NUMBER.

FLORIDA STATE LAW requires 
all child care centers and
day care businesses to regis-
ter with the State of Florida.
The Sun Newspapers will not 
knowingly accept advertising
which is in violation of the law

Computer service 

HAVING TROUBLE 
NAVIGATING 

YOUR COMPUTER?
Let me help!

In home computer Service, 
repair and training. 

Sr. Discounts 
(941)-763-1920

Contractors 
EDWARD ROSS 

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES, INC. 941-408-8500
pool cages, Scr. lanais, etc...

TEDDY`S HANDYMAN & 
REMODELING, INC.

No Job Too Big or Too Small! 
(941)-629-4966       Lic./Ins. 
Serving NP, Charlotte & PG

CRC 1327653

Concrete 
CONCRETE CRACKS

 REPAIRED
Pool Decks & Driveways. All 
Repairs Guaranteed. FREE 
ESTIMATES. 941-639-4520

FLORIDA CONCRETE 
Driveways - Sidewalks 
Additions
Residential & Commerical 
New Construction
 941-628-5965  
Ins/Lic CG034909

PRO PATH CONCRETE 
Driveways, Patios,  Sidewalks

Pads, Free Estimates
941-286-6415 

Lic #AAA-11-00081

RICH LANDERS 
STUCCO, INC. 

Honest, Reliable work!
LIC/INS New Const & 

Remodels. Rusted bands & 
wire lathe repair.  

spraycrete & more
  (941)-497-4553

THE CONCRETE GUY
941-716-0872 

  Driveways, Walkways, 
Patio All flat work Demo & 

Removal & permiting. 
Ch Lic AAA14-100088

LEE  14-02339
SRQ SWC 44

Domestic
cleaning service 

HOUSEKEEPER/HOUSE 
CLEANER with Over 10 Years 

of Experience Makes Your 
Life Easier. Text or Call  

857-366 3108 - Mara

PEACEFUL EASY CLEANING
PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL 

AND OFFICE CLEANING 
SPECIALIZING IN MOVE IN 
AND MOVE OUTS. SERVIC-

ING ALL OF SARASOTA AND 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 

(973)-876-6995

Drywall 

COMPLETE DRYWALL
Hang, Finish, Patchwork, 

All Textures, Popcorn 
Removal, and Paint.

Matt Potter  941-232-8667
Lic.& Ins CRC1328482

Drywall 
DEPENDABLE DRYWALL 

& REMODELING 
• Patch Repairs •
• New Homes •
941-235-4440 

Lic.# SCC131150207 
 Insured

Electrical 
DRM ELECTRICAL SERVICE, 

“Plug Into Personalized 
Service”

Electrical, Maintenance, 
Repairs,  Troubleshooting.   
941-480-0761  941-366-3646

NEED HELP AROUND THE 
HOUSE? For all your
 electrical needs call 

ELECTRICAL BY MICHAEL
Reasonalbe rates, 

Free Estimates. 
NO SERVICE CALL FEES! 

941-787-4769
Electricalbymichael.com

Excavating/
Bush Hog 

ORRSLANDCLEARING.COM
Underbrush  Pepper Tree 

Removal Fence Line Clearing 
Stump Grinding, Bush Hog 
Services. Free Estimates! 

Lic/Ins. (941)-875-4198

Flooring 
FLOORING INSTALLATIONS &
REPAIR wood, vinyl plank & 
laminate. Call Glen
 (941)-232-9622 Lic & ins

Handyman/
general repair 

A CARPENTER AROUND THE 
HOUSE for all your carpen-
try needs! James M. Okell 
941-270-1693

CARPENTER, INC Handyman  
Rotten wood, doors, soffit, 
facia and much more. 
 Phil 941-626-9021 lic/ ins.

DAVID J SHEPARD, JR., LLC
30 years in Charlotte County, 

 Remodeling, Wood Rot, 
Windows & doors, Dry Wall & 
Stucco Repair, Painting, Con-
vert Lanais into living spaces. 
941-627-6954 or 941-456-6953 

Lic # RR282811062

Heating & air 

S.O.S.
A/C & HEAT

941-468-4956
     

Air Conditioning 
Systems 

Cooling Made Affordable!
Installed 10 yr Warranty

st. lic #CAC1816023
sosairfl.com

Home inspections 
HOME INSPECTIONS

Wind Mitigation, 
Full Inspections

Buyer, Seller, Owner
Great rates! Lic HI 8261

941-623-8623 
Home inspector classes also

Home & commercial
improvement

A & R QUALITY HOMES INC.

Customer Satisfaction is 
our goal.

Kitchen/bath remodels
Pressure cleaning, 

Interior & exterior painting
Concrete/driveways/

walkways/slabs
Stucco/repairs/fascia/

soffit
Pool deck resurfacing

Doors/Windows
Fully licensed and insured

941-429-1285 941-626-0315
License # CRC1329404

COMPLETE CLEAN
 PRESSURE WASHING 

EXCELLENT RATES
20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

941-468-2744 LIC/INS
www.completecleanpw.com

DO YOU HAVE LOOSE, 
HOLLOW OR BUCKLING TILES? 
Inject-A-Floor-System can
help. Grout Cleaning/Staining,
Marble Cleaning, Tile Repair. 
941-893-8475

DRYER VENT CLEANING & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES. 
Roger P. Frechette Sr.

941-307-0591
FIRST CHOICE CUSTOM 

CABINETS Kitchen, Baths, 
Closets, Countertops etc. 

Commercial & Residential. 
941-505-5570

GARAGE FLOORS DONE
RIGHT! Epoxy Flakes, Quartz,
Silica. In Charlotte County
over 30 yrs! 941-628-0251

GUTTERS, 6” Seamless. 
Ken Violette, Inc.

 (941) 240-6699 Lic.
CGC#060662/Ins.

 HANDYMAN
Home repairs. 30+ yrs Exp.

Call 941-539-1694

NEED IT FIXED? 
CALL MR FIX IT MAN                                                            
WE FIX, WE BUILD IT, 

WE REPAIR IT. 941-587-3044

OCEAN AIR CONDITIONING 
of SWFL Inc.

Proudly in business since 
1978. Prompt & Courteous 

service on all brands! 
We offer LENNOX, BOSCH

 and others!
Call Today for your FREE 

quote!   941-625-8900
TILE - Remodel, Baths, Floors. 

Your Tile or Mine. 
941-625-5186 Lic.#AAA006387

Home & commercial
improvement

J & J HANDYMAN
Painting, Pressure

 Washing & Much More!

Over 40 Years Experience & 
Satisified Customers

Service with YOU in Mind.
Reasonable, Reliable & 

Honest.

Serving Englewood, Venice 
& Sarasota Areas

Larger or Smaller Projects, 
Commercial & Residential

licensed & fully insured

Call Joe Chiminiello
(941) 525-7967

PRECISION LEAK DETECTION
 Is your Pool leaking? We can 
help. $25.00 off with with ad.

FREE ESTIMATES 
941-286-5774 Lic & Insured
allprecisionservices.com

 ROOF CLEANING 
LOW PRESSURE 
LOW CHEMICAL

 941-460-4936
www.completecleanpw.com
All work performed by State 

Cert. Roofing Contractor

$75.00 
per panel

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & 

Locks
Call  Bob 

LOW OVERHEAD = 
LOW PRICES!

941-706-6445
Affordable 

Maintenance
Owned and oper-
ated by Local Fire 

fighter.

Lawn/garden & tree 
AN OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE
may be required by the City 
and/or County. Please call the 
appropriate occupational 
licensing bureau to verify

A JAMISON 
TREE SERVICE,INC.

Complete & Professional
15% Sr Discount! 

 Free Est. Lic. & Insured 
Engl 941-475-6611

 N. Port 941-423-0020
Serving Charlotte and 

Sarasota for over 20 years.
jamisontreeservice.com

ALTMAN TREE SERVICE 
Tree Trimming, Removal, 

Stump Grinding. Lic & Ins. 
Call Mike Altman 941-268-7582

AMERICAN IRRIGATION
Call 941-587-2027

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Licensed & Insured

Charlotte Co. 
lic#AAA-11-00010.

  Serving Charlotte and 
Sarasota Counties

DP`s ABILITY TREE SERVICE
Removals, Stump Grinding, 
Palm Trimming,  Shaping, 

Oaks Thinned & Raised Up. 
Over 20 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates! 

941-889-8147 
Lic#00000192 & Insured.

EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPER 
Specializing in Weeding, 
Pruning & Transplanting
 941-391-6743 Lic. & Ins.

G E R Z E N Y 
LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Full service dedicated

 landscape co servicing 
SWFL. We love what we do! 

WITH OUR customer 
service and knowledge 

we strive to give you the 
best service possible with 

people you can trust!”
  BRANDON AT 941-525-8783

MATHEWS
 TREE SERVICE 

SPECIALIZES IN
 DANGEROUS LIMB & TREE 

REMOVALS
941-303-3252

FULL SERVICE TREE CARE 
QUALITY LAWN CARE 

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN -UP
TREE & LIMB REMOVAL

RAINSCAPE INC, 
Irrigation, Maintenance, Re-
pair, Installation. Monthly 
Maintenance starts at $40. 

FREE ESTIMATES
941-888-2988

RIZZO`S TREE SERVICE
•Tree Trimming•

•Tree Removal• Hedging• 
•Pruning• Affordable & Free 

Estimates. Serving 
Charlotte & Sarasota 
County 941-306-7532

SANDEFURS-HOME & TREE
Maintenance Tree trimming,
removal. We do it all! License/
Insured 941-484-6042

THOMAS MILAZZO 
Residential Landscaping 

All phases, beautiful 
plantings, No job too big 

or small. Also lawn care. 2 
Generations of experience. 
All work guaranteed. Free 
Estimates. (941)-830-1005

Lawn/garden & tree 

TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
FL-644A

We Grow Them
We Prune Them

We Save Sick Trees 
We Remove Dead Trees

941-426-8983
WENDELL ALBRITTON 

TREE Service
VERY AFFORDABLE

Will Work with you!!
941-763-5042 Lic & Insured!

Marine construction 
MARINE CONTRACTING 

GROUP
• Docks • Seawalls • 

• Boat Lifts •
 941-505-0221 Free Estimates

25+ Years. Exp!  
Lic. SCC131151730

Moving/hauling 
ALL TYPES OF CLEAN-UPS! 

Same Day Service! 
24 Hrs. a Day! 

941-764-0982 or 
941-883-1231

ROB’S ON THE MOVE, INC. 
Moving and Delivery Honest,
Reliable, Courteous! Great
Rates! 941-237-1823

Painting/
wallpapering 

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING
Interior & exterior, 

30+ years experience. 
Quality and Honesty guar-

anteed (941)-223-0941

Best Prices -- Quality Job
Best Coast Painting

and Pressure Washing 
Residential/Commercial

10% Off With Ad!
941-815-8184   AAA00101254

LARRY ESPOSITO PAINTING 
INC “It’s Not What We Do, 

It’s How We Do It!”
Free Estimates, 
 941-764-1171

Lic & Insured AAA007825

MARTINI’S PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, 

Driveways, Tile Roofs
$500 OFF WITH AD

40 Years Local Family 
Owned & Operated. 

941-766-0331
Lic#CBC1261010

Nathan Dewey Painting Co
  Commercial & Residental

Interior & Exterior
Pressure washing 

Handyman Services 
Free Estimates 
Prompt Service

941-484-4576
nathandeweypainting.com

PAINTING UNLIMITED 
Where Quality & Value Meet!

Family Owned and 
Operated. Call Now for a 

FREE Estimate
941-979-7947

Lic. & Ins.   AAA-12-00015

SWEENEY`S PAINTING INC.
• Pressure Cleaning •
• Mildew Treatment •

• Painting/Commercial •
• Interior & Exterior •

• Committed to Excellence •
• Attention to Quality •

 941-916-1024 
Lic# AAA0010702

STEVEN’S CUSTOM PAINTING  
RES/COMM. INT/EXT 

FREE EST. 
LIC. & INS. 941-255-3834

Plumbing 
LARRY`S PLUMBING, 

Re-Pipes (Most in 1 Day) 
Beat Any Estimate Complete 

Service 941-484-5796 
Lic.#CFC1425943

Pressure cleaning 
BAILEY’S PRESSURE

 CLEANING 
Complete Exterior 

House Painting! 
Call 941-497-1736

FULL HOUSE
 PRESSURE WASHING 

Rates Starting At:
* Tile Roofs $150 *

*  Houses $75 *
*  Pool Cage/Decks $65 *

*  Driveways $40 *
* Pool Deck Coatings *

 AND MORE!!
941-451-7550 Lic./Ins

Screening 

 A TIP TOP
 Rescreen LLC

A quality rescreen at a fast 
and affordable price. 

Call us today for your free 
estimate at 

239-440-6857 
licensed and insured

ALL ABOUT ALUMINUM & 
SCREEN: Rescreen & New. 

941-876-4779 
wescreenflorida.com - 
Lic# SA37, AL0511993X

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

RESCREENING  BY  
NORTHSTAR Free Estimates. 

941-725-7599  
 Lic# CC20597 & Insured

Screening 
BREEZE THRU RESCREEN LLC 

Full Rescreen 
Panel Repair

Power Washing 
Pool Cage Painting

FREE POWER WASH WITH 
FULL RESCREEN

We have you covered! 
Call Today for your 

FREE Estimate. 
941-661-7897 Lic./Ins.

Visa/MC/Discover/Amex 
Apple/Android Pay

JOHN’S RESCREENING & 
HANDYMAN SERVICE. 

Pressure Washing: Pool 
Decks, Driveways! No Job 
To Small, Free Estimates 

Lic9341./Ins. 941-883-1381

Roofing 
COMPLETE ROOFING 

SOLUTIONS OF FLORIDA
Reroofing and Repairs  

  Commercial and Residential 
Flat and Metal Roof 

Restoration  Free Estimates  
All Work Guaranteed

 George M. Schwartz Jr. 
Owner 941-961-8263

Lic # CCC1325750

ROOF LEAK PATROL, INC. 
Residential/Commercial 

REPAIRS, REROOF, 
CARPENTRY, ETC...

 35 YRS EXP. LIC/INSURED
#CCC1330779 

 941-474-ROOF (7663)  
www.RoofLeakPatrol.com

STEVE`S ROOFING &
 REPAIRS   

Preferred Contractor! 
Voted Best of the Best 

Since 2010!
Free Est. 941-625-1894 
Lic. CCC1326838/Ins.

Sod 

LAWN REPLACEMENT
Maloney’s SOD 

Charlotte 941-637-1333
Sarasota 941-955-8327 

 “No Job Too Big 
or Too Small” 

www.maloneysod.com

Tile/grout 
PRECISION TILE & CARPET 
CLEANING. We specialize in
Color Sealing(re-color Grout 
lines), Clear Sealing, Carpet 

Cleaning. 941-286-5774

Window cleaning 

Window Cleaning, 
•Residential Window Cleaning

•Pressure Washing
P: 941-952-0903

lic/insured

Merchandise
Lake Suzy

garage sales 

FRI. 10/23 & SAT. 10/24
8:30AM-3:00PM 

12884 SW PEMBROKE CIR.  
FABULOUS ESTATE SALE!!

Beautiful Furniture, House-
hold items, Beige Leather 
Couch, Glass Dining Table 

and 4 chairs, Curio Cabinet, 
Franciscan ware, Rare Book 
Collection & rate children’s 

books, Costume Jewelry, 
Tools, Christmas Decora-
tions, Garden/Yard Stat-
ues, Signs Posted, Safety 
Guidelines in place. NO 

EARLY BIRDS!! ESTATE SALE 
By ESTATE SALE LIQUIDATOR 

SERVICES 513-519-6434

Port Charlotte
garage sales

SAT-SUN. 8AM-2PM  
445 Rose Apple Cir. 

MOVING SALE! Ladies 
Clothing, Tools, Furniture, and 

more! Come find that item 
you’re looking for. 

SUNDAY. 9:00-2:00  
23130 Maclellan Avenue. 

Furniture, Electronics, Toys, 
Trains, Xmas. ETC. 

Punta Gorda area
garage sales

FRI. 10/23 8am-12pm & 
SAT. 10/24 8am-10am   

1261 Eider Ct.
ESTATE SALE Assisted by 
the Isles Girls and Guys. 

(Dir: 41S, Rt on Aqui Esta Dr., 
L on Bal Harbor Blvd, L on 
Albatross Dr., Rt on Whip-

poorwill Blvd, Rt on Eider Ct.) 
Queen 4 poster bed w/2 end 

tables; lamps; bookcases; 
TV’s; wicker trunks; linens; 

wall art; wicker loveseat; end 
tables; pendulum clock; bat-
tery charger; tools; fishing 

equipment; planter pots; la-
nai glass top w/5 chairs; bar 

refrig; loungers; rattan di-
nette with 6 chairs; NexGrill 
barbq; kitchenware; corner 

hutch; DR table and 6 chairs; 
Qn bed; wicker barstools; 
office supplies; desk. CDC 

Guidelines will be followed. 
Masks are required. Visit 

www.islesgirlsandguys.com

North Port area
garage sales

SAT-SUN. 9AM-3PM 
Marius Park Street Sale! 

Multi-Family.  No EARLY 
BIRDS until 9am. 
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Do you know what’s on 

TV tonight? 

We do.
Add           to your SUN Newspaper 

subscription for only $2.00 a month 

and never miss your favorite shows 

again. Tune in to the latest sports and 

trending programs, plus puzzles, sudoku, 

crosswords and special streaming features. 

Call 941-206-1300 to add    
today.
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Englewood area
garage sales

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESS 

OUTSIDE EVENT 
EVERY SUNDAY 10AM-2PM  

3969 S. Access Rd.
 (corner of Fir Street) 

Gift items, Holiday items, 
Homemade local items. 

STOP-SHOP-SAVE 

Dolls 
18” SCARLETT   Franklin Mint 
doll, green & white gown mint 
in box $70, OBO  941-828-1411

ANTIQUE CHINA HEAD 26” doll, 
brown eyes, kid body, c.1890-
1920 $500  941-828-1411

Household goods 
BANKER LIGHT green. Exc. 
cond. $15  941-743-0582

BENCH, HAND PAINTED Seat 
cushion $225  941-702-1450

CHANDELIERS (2) Modern, 
bronze. New, each $60  
941-702-1450

CHINA, MIKASA, 82pc set, 
white gold rim, 12 settings 
perfect $250  941-629-7362

COMFORTERS, KING/QUEEN 
Sizes. Call/text to get pictures 
$20 each. 941-716-5507

CONCRETE FOUNTAIN 3 
sections $200  941-702-1450

IONIZER SHARPER IMAGE GP 
S1730 germicidal ionizer, new 
$200 $45  941-882-8032

KITCHEN FAUCET, MOEN 
Chrome. New in box # 7425 
$85  941-629-6374

LAMP, TISSUES BOX, White 
wicker. REDUCED. $35  
941-408-7535

LAMPS WITH SHADES call/text 
for many pictures, each $10  
941-716-5507

Household goods 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

PILLOW PAIRS 14”X 14”, call/
text for many pictures, each 
pair $6  941-716-5507

RUG 11’X8’ all wool. Call/text 
for pics, delivery available 
$100  941-307-9211

SALAD SPINNER New, still 
in original wrapping.  Real 
bargain. $14.75  941-200-5964

SOFA W/PILLOWS Newer beige 
$185, OBO  941-716-2002

Household goods 
TRUNDEL BED TOP /Pop up 
bottom. Great shape.  $175  
941-724-6049

VACUUM CLEANER Shark Pro-
fessional Rotator, like new. 
$175  863-722-0021

WHIRLPOOL DEHUMIDIF 2gal/
2speed Heavy D,new $100+
 $35  941-882-8032

Holiday items 
CHRISTMAS TREE 7.5ft. Frasier 
fir. 850 white lights. Used 
twice. $75, OBO  941-639-3639

COSTUME EX LG B&W  striped 
dress or shirt fake chain & 
padlock $10  941-246-1548

COSTUME FAIRY DRESS Green 
glitter w/gold trim, plus wings 
lg  $15  941-246-1548

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES, 
flapper w/matching mask, 
M-L size,new $15  941-235-2203

HALLOWEEN ITEMS & DECOR 
Misc. masks, spider webs, etc.  
$8  941-246-1548

PUMPKIN & SKELETON Lights 
3 new pkgs & candle lites. (2)  
$25  941-246-1548

Furniture 
BED Sleep Number, King, Ad-
just, Head/Foot, Firmness.
Used 1 mo.  941-492-6903

BEDROOM SET- 5 Pc. with 
King Size Sealy Tempurpedic 
Mattress, Boxspring & Dual 
Controls for Head, Foot & 
Vibration Levels. Asking 

$1,000 obo   941-661-8146

BOOKCASES (2) 31x72 each. 
Wooden, nice. Pt Char. $30  
941-456-9008

CHAIRS, 3 Beautiful. Excellent 
cond $80  941-716-2002

Furniture 
CHEST OF DRAWERS 9 drawers 
w/mirror maple finish $75  
941-475-1210

COUCH off white, 90” Great
condition $195  941-875-9324

COUCH WICKER, fabric, mint 
cond. $225  941-702-1450

CURIO CABINET Lexington, 
6’x2’, lights mirrors, exc $450  
941-235-2203

DESK 40”L 20”D 29”H
Finish all sides $250  

941-423-0862

DINETTE SET  like new, 24” 
round table, two chairs, all 
wood $100  941-716-5507

DINING ROOM Solid cherry
table & 6 matching chairs  $220  
612-990-0314

DINING ROOM SET 6 parsons 
chairs & table $295, OBO  
941-716-2002

DINING SET  Round, glass 
top wrought iron table, 6 
matching chairs 2 barstools 
hutch  $295, OBO  941-697-5710

DINING SET, Rattan, Glass 
top, 6 chairs, 61x42. Exc. $300  
941-200-5718

DINING SET Round glass top 
table with 6 chairs, 2 barstools
& hutch $300  941-697-5710

DINING TABLES 48X48 glass 
tops wood or aluminum frame, 
each $36  941-307-9211

DRESSER & HEADBOARD Good 
quality $150  941-716-2002

 DRESSER, HIGHBOY 2 pc 
mahogany & inlay-must see  
$250, OBO  941-828-1411

DRESSER/MIRROR DREXEL 
Heritage Cabernet 72”x19” 
walnut $275  941-423-0686

ETAGERE/ROOM DIVIDER Iron, 
4 removable shelves, 3 panels 
19”x72” $150  860-810-4174

LEATHER SOFA Beige  $195  
941-716-2002

Furniture 
I BUY FURNITURE
Or anything of value!
941-485-4964

KITCHEN SET 48” with 
2 chairs. Ikea style, White, 

Solid Wood top. $70 
941-257-5500

LOVE SEAT 66X32X33, 
Havertys, fabric. Call/text for 
pics $45  941-307-9211

LOVE SEAT, RECLINING, brown 
micro-suede, like new $150, 
OBO  941-376-0006

NIGHTSTAND (2) DREXEL 
Cabernet 26”x17” walnut $150  
941-423-0686

SYLVANIA Radio & Record 
Player, 59” L X 18” W X 30”D, 
Beautiful piece of Furniture, 

on wheels, can be used as TV 
stand. $375.  941-257-5500

RECLINER ARMCHAIR/
OTTOMAN green leather 
34X27X40  $100  941-307-9211

RECLINER, BARCALOUNGER. 
Good condition. Very comfort-
able.  $100  507-625-8939

ROCKER, LA-Z-BOY, swivel, 
recliner, beige. $160  
941-743-0582

SHELVING UNIT off white 
rattan wood 32”X18”X72” 3 
shelves $45  941-307-9211

SIDE TABLES metal or wood 
frame + glass top, each 
31X22X24 $20  941-716-5507

SOFA RECLINER, 50”. Like new. 
$225  941-718-0585

TABLE 4 chairs, 1 leaf. Like 
new. High top table. $300, 
OBO  941-875-4907

TABLE  28” “Ethen Allen” rd. 
nutmeg pine Look @ computer 
prices! $70  941-639-1517

TABLE, BREAKFAST, Glass 
Round with 4 chairs, 1 year 
old. $200  270-222-0900

Furniture 
TABLES, COFFEE & SIDE Table 
Fossile stone, glasstop $450  
941-702-1450

WALL UNIT  3 piece natural 
light maple, Excellent condi-
tion $50, OBO  651-245-1608

WINE CABINET 71”x26”, 2 
drawers, storage below, exc 
$145  941-235-2203

Electronics 
TV- VIZIO 32” SMART 
TV 5 mos. old $95, OBO  
941-423-4387

TV/stereo/radio 
SMART TV 55” flat great $200  
941-718-0585

STEREO AMPLIFIER PM225 
Vintage Marantz. Excellent 
Cond  $175, OBO  954-642-6599

STEREO EQUIPMENT  All Kinds 
Speakers, Receivers, etc. 
Starting @ $10  954-642-6599

TECHNIES RECEIVER  Needs a 
new volume control. $20, OBO  
941-255-0489

TELEVISION SHARP 15” color 
with remote.  Excellent 
condition. $20  941-200-5964

TV STAND/FLAT SCREEN  lower 
shelves pool/lanai/patio/
garage  $175  941-763-4818

Computer equipment 
COMPAQ PRESARIO LAPTOP 
2100, System CD & power cord 
$50, OBO  252-414-0710

HP PAVILION LAPTOP, Intel 13, 
4 GB Ram, 500GB Hard Drive 
$70, OBO  252-414-0710

INK, HP BLACK #62 twin pack, 
Office Jet or Envy printers $25  
252-414-0710

LAPTOP CHARGER  DELL 
Works fine. Text for pix $15  
714-599-2137
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Computer equipment 
PRINTER, HP PHOTOSMART 
C3180  with extra ink $65, OBO  
252-414-0710

Clothing/jewelry 
ESTATE JEWELRY assorted 
items $3  781-956-8891

MENS INVICTA WATCH, New,  
in Case,blue band limited 
edition $75  941-421-9984

WATCH, NEW Citizen Eco Drive 
Gold tone, black, no numbers 
$50  041-421-9984

Antiques
collectibles 

1964 VINTAGE GI. Joe Infantry 
Trooper $20  941-200-5718

2 DISNEY Snow White/7 
Dwarfs vintage puzzles in 
frame $35  941-828-1411

CHINA, LENOX  Westwind 
pattern, gold rim, set 8, 56 pcs 
$200  941-200-5718

CURRIER & IVES pocket 
knife-The Flying Cloud in 
display case $40  941-626-0967

DEPT 56 Harley Motorcycle 
Shop.  Orig box, vintage, mint. 
$60  941-914-6945

DEPT 56 Harley City 
Dealership. Orig. box, mint 
cond. $70  941-914-6945

DEPT 56 Harley Mfg Bldg., 2 
free standing bikes. Orig. box 
mint. $75  941-914-6945

DRAFTING INSTRUMENTS 
w/case made in Germany-
Vintage $25  941-639-1517

FRANKLIN MINT Harley pocket 
watch, mint stand  
$80  941-914-6945

FRANKLIN MINT Harley 1971 
Super Glide 1/10 scale, good 
cond $60  941-914-6945

LIONEL BOXED switch 
tower#445/more stuff avail-
able. $55, OBO  941-735-1452

LIONEL BURRO CRANE 
Postwar, runs. Lighted signals 
also. $135, OBO  941-735-1452

LIONEL NYC postwar 2344 
empty boxes w/liners. More. 
$175, OBO  941-735-1452

LIONEL YELLOW 4/light 
tower. More trains available.              
$90, OBO  941-735-1452

LITHOGRAPH STONES 2 @ 5X6 
& 1 @ 6X8. 2 1/4 thick. $200  
941-255-0489

LLADRO GEESE (3) FIGURINES 
Mint, glossy porcelain 
bargain! $35  941-639-1517

METAL LINEN CABINET 
14”wx63”h- 1950 $60, OBO  
941-639-1392

PIE SAFE,  Oak dining table, 
Medicine cabinet, Oak cabi-
net, much more.  941-916-6411

PRECIOUS MOMENTS  3 mint 
retired pcs makes great gifts 
$7 ea. 941-639-1517

RAGGEDY ANN & Andy figures 
& more  $325  941-496-9308

SECRETARIAT TICKET 1973 
Belmont Triple Crown Win 
$250  941-200-5718

SILVER COINS 1 oz proof silver 
eagles $70  781-956-8891

SILVER DOLLAR 1878cc  Carson 
City $230  781-956-8891

TOOTSIE TOY green Ford 
4 door, good cond. Made 
Chicago $20  941-200-5718

U.S. GOLD COIN $2.5 Indian 
head series $495  781-956-8891

VINTAGE GERMAN  beer stein.
Like new $95/German  knife,  
$175, OBO  941-735-1452

VINTAGE SCHOOL DESK Childs 
circa 1930s oak/steel frame 
adj chair $195  941-214-8188

W.L. HALF DOLLARS Brilliant 
uncirculated $35  781-956-8891

WEDGWOOD CHINA cream 
embossed 43 pc bargain must 
see $140  941-639-1517

WW2 FOOTLOCKER 1940,s 
Army 31”x17”x13’ w/tray in EF 
shape  $195  941-214-8188

Fruits &
vegetables 

THE LAW REQUIRES all 
Florida nurserymen, stock 
dealers, agents or plant 
brokers who advertise 
nursery stock for sale to 
provide the publisher of the 
advertisement with a copy 
of their certificate of 
registration. Also, the 
registration number issued 
by the Fla. Department of 
Ag. and printed on the 
certificate of registration 
must be included in the 
advertisement.

Musical 
FOUNDERS OF MUSIC Book 
1903, by Hannah Smith, good 
cond $33, OBO  571-251-4101

GUITAR, FENDER, black stand, 
price reduced, beautiful $100  
941-769-2389

INSTRUMENTS GUITARS, 
Mandolins, Violins, cases 
prices vary $350  941-408-7535

ROGUE GUITAR (NEW) 
Beautiful Sunburst ADJ/Neck 
no case $125  941-408-7535

THE BEATLES PIANO Music 
book  27 songs, good cond. 
$12, OBO  571-251-4101

Medical 
4 WHEEL WALKER  Standard-
basket, brakes, seat, nice. $70  
941-268-8951

BEDSIDE COMMODE Like New 
$25  941-268-8951

DELUXE WALKER collapsable, 
breaks, storage seat $35  
941-718-0585

Medical 

PLANTAR FASCIITIS Walking 
boot, R or L foot. Pics avail-
able $20, OBO  714-599-2137

SHOWER CHAIR w/arms. Like 
New.  $30  941-268-8951

WHEELCHAIR SEAT 
18”, Standard, nice $75  
941-268-8951

WHEELCHAIR, ELECTRIC
GOLDEN GP-205 Alante Sport.
Lightly used.  New @ $2,499.  
Asking $1,000  941-830-0926

Trees & plants 

THE LAW REQUIRES all 
Florida nurserymen, stock 
dealers, agents or plant 
brokers who advertise 
nursery stock for sale to 
provide the publisher of the 
advertisement with a copy 
of their certificate of 
registration. Also, the 
registration number issued 
by the Fla. Department of 
Ag. and printed on the 
certificate of registration 
must be included in the 
advertisement.

Golf accessories 
GOLF BALL RETRIEVER  by 
Mud Weasel. Like New. $15  
941-268-8951

“GOLF CART TIRES”
$10-$60

Used and New
Your Choice
Pickup only

941-769-1431
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

MEN’S & LADIES Clubs w/bags 
& acc. All $50  941-626-0967

Golf carts 

2017 CLUB CAR Precedent
$4995 

Sandstone
2 passenger Golf Cart

2017 Batteries
Folding Windshield

48 volt E.R.I.C. Charger 
OEM upholstery
Low battery light
Reverse buzzer
4 drink holders

Tires, Top
941-769-1431

Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

$459
GOLF CART BATTERIES

Set of six-6 volt
Brand New Factory “Blems”

LIMITED QUANTITIES
US Made in Freemont, Ohio

Sold in sets of 6 only
Might be a scratch or a scuff

Factory Warranty
Cash Only-Pick up only
You Load and Unload or

we do it $2/battery
Core exchange required

taxes additional
941-769-1431

Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

“Going Fast”
$3997

2017 EZGO T48
2 person Golf Cart

Fresh 4 turf/street tires
Factory Hub Caps

LED Head and Taillights
New Factory Upholstery

Canopy Top, 48 Volt Charger
Folding Windshield
Rear View Mirror

941-769-1431
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

YYou Saou Saveve
Big BucBig Bucksks
ShoppingShopping

Classifieds!Classifieds!

Golf carts 

HIGH-SPEED!
$4642

2017 EZGO T48
4 PERSON GOLF CART
FLIP DOWN REAR SEAT

FRESH 4 TURF/STREET TIRES
FACTORY HUB CAPS

LED HEAD AND TAILLIGHTS
TURN SIGNALS

BRAKE LIGHTS, HORN
4 WAY HAZARD LIGHTS

NEW FACTORY UPHOLSTERY
CANOPY TOP, 48 VOLT 

CHARGER
FOLDING WINDSHIELD

REAR VIEW MIRROR

941-769-1431
VISIT DARSGOLFCARTS.COM

“THE BELAIR”
TURQUOISE AND WHITE

$5995
2016 CLUB CAR PRECEDENT

4 passenger Golf Cart
Brand New Batteries

High-Speed
Fresh 4 turf/street tires

SS Wheel covers
LED Head and Taillights

Turn signals
Brake lights, Horn

4 way hazard lights
Plush Pleated Upholstery

Canopy Top, Charger
Folding Windshield
Rear View Mirror

941-769-1431
VISIT DARSGOLFCARTS.COM

Exercise/fitness 
DRINK COOLER, New 64oz 
powerade flip spout, black & 
blue color $10  941-421-9984

HOME GYM cable weight 
system. Can deliver.  $150  
941-763-4818

NORDITRACK Exercise Elite.
you move  $85  941-474-7387
Englewood East

Sporting goods 
COOLER, 3 GALLON, Igloo H2O,  
New Spigot, Clean Inside & 
Out. $25  941-629-5429

DAIWA R&R’S Sealine 47H bnib 
& 2 pc 8 ft Walleye rods. Text 
msg for pics $50  714-599-2137

DIVE FINS, Mares Power Plana 
Brand new cond., they float,  
text  for pix $25  714-599-2137

PING PONG TABLE   Stiga, Pro 
table. Barely used. Indoors 
kept. All accs. included. 
you Haul -Heavy! $300, OBO  
941-661-2313

Firearms 
NOTICE: Seller Acknowledges
Compliance With All Exisiting 
Federal, State and Local Fire-
arms Regulations and Laws in 
Regards to Sale and Transfer
of Advertised Firearms.

RUGER MPR 5.56 rifle $800. 
and S&W M&P 15-22 A1 rifle 
$500 both new cond. Call Dave 
(941)-249-2203

WALTHER PPS $450; H&K USP
9 $750; SIG 1911 $800. MOST 
NEW. AMMO 22, 9, 40, 45, 556
941-830-8641

Hunting &
fishing supplies

BOWIE KNIFE blade 7”L, w/
sheath, Marbles. New in box 
$100  941-235-2203

CAST NET Bait-Buster 8’ used 
twice $125  941-276-7623

CRAPPIE ROD Duck 
Commander, ultra light, 2 pc. 
Brand new. $25  941-764-7946

SALTWATER FISHING ROD 
Quantum 1 piece, 7 foot.  
Brand new. $85  941-764-7946

SHOULDER HOLSTER Blanchi 
tan leather x-2000 clam shell
$50  941-214-8188

Bicycles/
tricycles 

BIKE RACK for 3 bikes fit’s 2 “ 
hitch $60  941-743-0582

BIKE, 3 WHEEL, big seat /big 
basket/ black and tan Nice! 
$350  941-763-4818

BIKES  His and hers.  Good 
condition.  $60. each 
941-763-4818

BIKES (2) Two seater, tandum 
3 speed, big seats, nice/n-up 
$495  941-724-6049

DESOTO ADULT TRIKE 24 Step 
thru w/ large seat & basket  
$100  941-544-0042

ORIG 1960’S SCHWINN Tanker 
Step Thru Coaster w/ good 
tires. Only $75  941-544-0042

Toys/games 
CHESS SET Beautiful glass set.  
Unique.   $25  941-200-5964

DOLL HOUSE Luxurious, 
Furnished, Electric $475  
941-628-5511

Pool/spa/
& supplies 

POOL HEATER Gas, Raypack 
model P-R266A, extras, Filter 
etc. $350  941-525-7692

SOAKING TUB, 10 jet, 
30”Wx60”L, white. $300, OBO  
941-815-3951

Lawn & garden 
BLOWER, TROYBUILT Handheld 
Gas  $80, OBO  941-485-0681

CHAIN SAW Mac Mini 110 12” 
bar & chain sharped & runs 
good $95  941-214-8188

HEDGE CLIPPER, Echo, Gas, 
Model HC2000 28” cut  $120, 
OBO  941-485-0681

HEDGECLIPPER Black & Decker 
electric, 18 inch bush hog $20, 
OBO  941-485-0681

LADDER, 24 FOOT Werner 
2 piece Extension $175  
941-629-5429

LEAF BAGGER, B&D, Electric,  
New, heavy duty. Orig 138  $95  
941-718-0585

LINE TRIMMER, HUSQVARNA  
Like new. Model 322L.  
$150, OBO  941-485-0681

MOWER, SELF PROPELLED 
chain saw /weed eater/ push/ 
blower  $199  941-724-6049

POLE SAW  Fiskar extendable 
12’ steel hand pruner  $20  
941-214-8188

PRESSURE WASHER, Troy Built, 
New pump complete. $220, 
OBO  941-485-0681

SEED SPREADER Scotts, good
cond.  $10  423-7317

STRING TRIMMER, Homelite. 
New carburetor $50  
941-264-3091

TILT  TRAILER 52”x90”/ 5 foot 
sides / gate/drive up ramp  
$499  941-724-6049

Outdoor living 
CAMPING CHAIRS Blue 
collapsible w/foot rest, bags 
$10, OBO  941-639-3639

PATIO FURNITURE Glass patio 
table and 6 cushion chairs 
$125  941-223-9113

RAFT TAHITI 6-PERSON NEW in 
box, 300 value for $150, OBO  
941-423-0686

YARD ENVY?
MAKE YOUR NEIGHBORS 

JEALOUS LOL

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
CONSULTATION 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NORTH PORT, VENICE, 

ENGLEWOOD, PORT CHARLOTTE, 
PUNTA GORDA

FL ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

#644A

941-426-8983
TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.

Heavy/const.
equipment 

BRAIDED POLYESTER ROPE 
Lifeline, 5/8” Rope, 200 ,̀ 
300lbs. $100  941-882-8032

Tools/machinery 
1/2” DRILL Milwaukee, heavy 
duty, reversible. Excellent 
cond. $75, OBO  941-639-3639

AIR COMPRESSOR  Crafts-
man, 33 gal, 6hp, 150psi, like 
new $499, OBO  941-662-1967

AIRTANK PORTABLE excel-
lent use for hobbyist . $20  
629-6374

ANGLE SANDER/GRINDER 
Craftsman 7 in. w/attach-
ments $30, OBO  941-639-3639

DRILL, RYOBI 3/8” New in case 
electric $25  941-421-9984

IRRIGATION PUMP New 
Everbilt 1.5 hp, cast iron w/
warranty $300  941-662-0025

METAL LATHE 110/220V, New
$650, OBO  941-662-1967

MITER SAW power, sliding. 
very good cond.  $50  941-639-
5335

MOTOR, 24 VOLT DC 
Minuteman 33 amp extras incl 
$100  714-599-2137

MULTI-POSITION LADDER 
Metal, 17’ Reach, Like New $95  
941-621-4721

PRESSURE WASHER Troy Bilt
as is, includes attachment $35
423-7317

SNAP-ON METRIC WRENCHES 
Open/Box combo 10 to 19 mm. 
New. $225  941-629-5429

STEP LADDER  Aluminum. 8’,
$45/firm Engl. East   941-474-
7387

TILE CUTTER, Elec. model CT 
C550 $40  941-743-0582

TOOL BOX Stanley light weight 
heavy duty 23”x11.5”. $20  
941-200-5964

Office/business
equip./supplie

CANON MAXIFY MB5020 NEW 
Wireless Printer, Print, Copy, 
Scan & Fax  $175  941-408-7535

NEW SHOES, 38 pr.  New in 
boxes, brand names. $100  
941-421-9984

Cats 
NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Dogs 

CUTE PUPPIES Toy Breed!
Papillon Hybrid, Health Cert
1st Shots. $1100. 941-786-7044

Dogs 
NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Pet supplies
& services 

DOG CARRIAGE Sage Green, 
Pet Gear. Good Condition. $25
941-485-0418

SCRATCHING POST w/toys,  
fishing pole, catnip ball chase 
As new $25  941-246-1548

Appliances 
ELECTRIC RANGE  Samsung,
7 yrs old, slide in, 30” convec-
tion, dual temp, divider  $299  
941-408-1715

WASHER/DRYER  white, nice. 
Delivery available. $345  
941-763-4818

Miscellaneous
for sale 

ALUM. LADDER, 6 ,̀ exc. cond. 
$30  941-743-0582

BOOKS TIME LIFE WWII 
Anthology.32 vol. 8 per volume 
$8  941-200-5964

CHASE LOUNGE Adjustable 
Arms. Excellent Condition. $20  
941-697-8347

HARLEY DAVIDISON boom 
audio helmet headset, new
$85  941-408-7535

KITCHEN FAUCET, MOEN 
chrome new in box sh #7425 
$85  941-629-6374

LANAI TABLE Glass Oval, 
Beige, Exc. Condition $45  
941-697-8347

$75.00 
PER PANEL

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & Locks

CALL BOB   
 941-706-6445

Affordable Maintenance
Owned and operated by 

Local Fire fighter.

WINDOW AC TOSHIBA
15,100BTU, used 10 days $400
works great!  941-639-9093

Transportation 
Buick 

? WARRANTY EXPIRED ?   
Not ready to buy?

We have the answer
$35.00 @month  
2 yr warranties

All makes 2005 up 
We cover 60k mi to 150k mi

Engine-transmission
Air conditioning

Elec & brake system
Rental car sub

Tow & battery jump
Flat tire change, lockout

NO ONE HAS THIS!
Call for free appt-details

Factory Off Lease
 Auto Brokers

Venice Isle Plaza, Venice
Justin 941 350-7544

Maintenance plan available

2017-2018 BUICK SUV’S
CERTIFIED

ONE PRICE  -  NO FEES
DELIVERED 

PAY THE TAX & DRIVE HOME 
30 Off Factory lease weekly
Low Miles, factory warranty
15-2017 Encore Pref. $15,500

10 Enclave 7 Pass $25,000
5-2017 Envision  $21,000
Call for colors & options 

Justin 941-350-7544
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers
1041 US 41 Bypass S Venice

www.shopofflease.com

Cadillac 
2017 CADILLAC CTS 

$29,990. SILVER, LUX, AWD,
29K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

     

2017-2019 CADILLAC’S XT5
ONE PRICE  -  NO FEES

DELIVERED
PAY THE TAX & DRIVE HOME
40 Off factory lease weekly. 

Low Miles - Factory Warranty

10-2017 Base XT5 $26,500
12-2017 Luxury XT5 $30,500
10-2018 Luxury XT5 $33,500
5-2017 Escalade Lux $56,000 
5-2019 ATS Sedans $26,000
FACTORY OFF LEASE AUTO 

BROKERS
JUSTIN 941 350-7544

1041 US 41 Bypass S Venice
www.shopofflease.com

Ford 
2016 FORD ESCAPE

$17,990. WHITE, TITANIUM,
56K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2018 FORD EDGE
$27,990. RED, TITANIUM,

17K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

Lincoln 

2012 LINCOLN MKZ  $11,200
Hybrid, very clean, one owner, 
garage kept. Only 63K mi! Sale 
by owner.  941-204-0596

Acura 
2019 ACURA RDX

$33,911. WHITE, AWD,
26K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2018 ACURA MDX
$39,990. RED, NAV,

19K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Audi 
2017 AUDI Q3

$27,990. WHITE, PRESTIGE, 
42K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Honda 
2014 HONDA ACCORD
 $15,990. SILVER, LX, 

23K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2018 HONDA PILOT
 $25,990. WHITE, 

30K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2016 HONDA CRV
 $27,990. BEIGE, TOURING, 
47K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Jaguar 
2002 JAGUAR XK8  

$11,000    64K orig miles, 
Ex cond.   774-571-2287

2017 JAGUAR F-PACE
$30,990. RED, PREM., AWD,
41K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Kia 
2017 KIA SORENTO

$26,990. WHITE, SXL, NAV,
34K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Lexus 
2017 LEXUS NX-300

$28,990. WHITE, CERT, BASE,
27K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS ES-350
$29,990. AUTUMN, CERT, NAV,

28K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS ES-350
$34,911. ATOMIC, CERT, NAV,

11K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2016 LEXUS RX-350
$34,990. RED, CERT, NAV,  
27K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 LEXUS ES-300H
$35,990. WHITE, CERT, NAV,

18K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS RX-350
$37,990. SILVER, CERT, NAV,  

17K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS GX-460
$37,990. NEBULA, NAV, AWD,

42K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS RX-450H
$38,990. WHITE, NAV, AWD,
38K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS ES-350H
$39,990. ATOMIC, CERT, NAV,

32K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2015 LEXUS LS-460
$39,990. GRAY, NAV, CERT, 
52K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS ES-350F-SPORT
$42,500. Immaculate! Every
Bell & Whistle! Atomic Silver 
w/ Red Interior. 7,500 Mi! Fact. 
Warranty. 941-223-2073

Turn your
trash into

cash!
Advertise
your yard

sale!
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Jim’s Bathroom Grab Bars, LLC

941-626-4296
JimsGrabBars.com Lic. # 123956

Ins.# VGMD1018G5136-5 

Various Lengths 12” thru 32” • Over 25 Years Experience
Exclusively Carry Moen Grab Bars

BATHROOM
GRAB BARS
Don’t Wait to Fall to Call!

Also
Installed by 

Commodes

INSTALLED

MASK IS WORN AT ALL TIMES 
DURING SERVICE

ad
no

=3
71

74
08
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SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE RULES 
1. Solve the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE by fi lling in the missing letters to make the words you think best fi t the clues. Read the clue 

carefully, for you must think them out and give every word its true meaning. 

2. Check the word list given. It has all the correct answers and some you will need to eliminate. 

3. You may submit as many entries as you wish on the entry form published in SUN Newspapers.  Mechanically produced or carbon 

duplicate facsimiles of any type will be rejected. There will be 1 free entry available per household available at the Port Charlotte 

SUN offi ce at 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL. 33980. 

4. The contest is open to residents of the SUN Newspapers daily circulation area. Sun Coast Media Group employees and their 

immediate relatives are ineligible to win. Family members of SUN Newspaper carriers may enter. 

5. All entries must be received by mail at SUN Newspapers 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or dropped 

off during regular business hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - M-F) no later than noon the Wednesday following Sunday of the puzzle’s 

publication. SUN Newspapers will award the prize money to the player who sends in an all-correct solution. In the event of 

multiple all-correct puzzle solutions, the prize will be divided equally among the winners. If no all-correct puzzle solution is 

received, the weekly grand prize will be increased by $50 and added to the following week’s SUN CASH PUZZLE PRIZE. 

6. There is only one (1) correct solution and only the correct answer can win. The decision of the judges is fi nal, and all contestants 

agree to abide by the judges’ decision. As a condition of entry, all entries become the property of Sun Coast Media Group. Only 

one prize will be awarded to a family unit. 

7. The SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE and clues will be published every Sunday in SUN Newspapers. The winner and answers will be 

published in the following Friday’s SUN Newspapers. Every entry will be checked. No claiming is necessary. 

8. SUN Newspapers reserves the right to correct any typographical errors, which may appear during the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE 

game. Erasures, cross-outs and strike-throughs will void any entry.

9. SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE clues may be abbreviated and such words as AN, THE & A omitted. 

10. In fairness to all, SUN Newspapers’ staff cannot answer questions in person, or respond to phone calls, emails or letters regarding 

the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE. 

11. When you have completed your SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE, mail it to the address listed: SUN Newspapers, ATTN: Prize Puzzle, 

23170 Harbor View Road, Charlotte Harbor, FL, 33980 or drop it off at the customer service desk at the same address.

RETURN WEDNESDAY BY NOON FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

CURRENT JACKPOT: $2000
LOOK FOR PUZZLE ANSWERS IN NEXT FRIDAY’S SUN NEWSPAPERS

Think you know crossword puzzles? PROVE IT!

  UN CA  HPRIZE 
PUZZLE

Lexus 
  

2017-2019 Lexus Certified
ONE PRICE -- NO FEES

delivered 
PAY THE TAX-TAG FEES, 

& DRIVE HOME
 75-off factory lease weekly. 

LOW MILES -
FACTORY WARRANTY 

10-2017 NX Turbo  $28,500
10-2017 IS Turbo 4dr $28,500
20-2017 RX-350 SUV $35,500
15-2017 ES 350 $31,500

CALL for colors and options
Peggy 941 284-9617

Factory Off Lease Auto 
Brokers

www.shopofflease.com

Mazda 
2017 MAZDA 3

$15,990. BLUE, TOURING,
23K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 MAZDA 6
$21,990. WHITE, GR. TOUR,
32K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Mercedes 
2018 MERCEDES GLK350

 $39,990. WHITE, NAV,  
20K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Nissan 
2015 NISSAN ALTIMA

$16,990. GRAY, 
18K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 NISSAN MURANO
$23,990. RED, 

37K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

Toyota 
2007 TOYOTA COROLLA  

$2,900 165k mi, always maint. 
runs good 937-371-0542

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA
$9,990. RED, LE, 

73K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 TOYOTA RAV-4
$20,990. SILVER, XLE, AWD,
27K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 TOYOTA CAMRY
$28,990. WHITE, XSE, NAV,
12K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$34,990. WHITE, XLE, NAV, 
13K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER
$39,990. WHITE, LIMITED,
25K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

Misc. imports 
2018 TESLA MODEL 3

$43,990. RED, LONG RANGE, 
26K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

Autos wanted 
We BUY CARS & TRUCKS  

RUNNING OR NOT!
$400 CASH + UP

Frank 941-249-7522

NO TITLE NO PROBLEM, 
RUNNING OR NOT! 7 DAYS 
FREE PICK UP 941-623-5550

WE BUY &
 PICK UP JUNK CARS 

941-661-1928

BEST $$ For JUNKERS
24/7, Fast Pickup, Cash Paid 
Since 2004.  Jim 941-286-3122

TRUCKS      SUVS       CARS
YOUR “FRIEND IN THE BUSINESS” 

BUYING/SELLING
     Ken 518 577 3177 VENICE 

Auto parts/
accessories 

TIRES (4) Nexen, 235/45-R18 
$65  941-257-5500

CARPET MATS, CHARCOAL   
New, Buick Avenir. $125  
941-249-3659

1998 BUICK LESABRE  New 
Passenger Side CV Axle $30  
941-629-5429

Vans 
2016 DODGE Grand Caravan
Wheelchair Van, 10” lowered 
floor & ramp.  941-870-4325

Sport utility
vehicles 

2005 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
LT,  $4,950 OBO, 1 Owner, 94K
miles, Moon Roof, Very Clean!  
941-979-6234

Boats-powered 
18’ RANGER FISH & SKI 150HP
& 9.9HP Evinrude Motors.
Trailor. $12,000. 802-373-5659

Outboard/
marine engines 

15HP  HONDA OUTBOARD all 
electric, Best offer over $2000,
call Tim  941-716-0102

Marine supply
& equip. 

FLARE GUN KIT never used $34  
732-604-4063

ROPE 600’ ROLL NEW EN-
GLAND PREMIUM NYLON NEW 
$175/OBO   941-662-1967

NYLON ENGINE COVER, 
Yamaha, 150 hp, used once 
$69  732-604-4063

FOLDING GAS SCOOTER 30mph 
50# Cover & Stand. $295  
941-766-0969

FIRE EXT, MARINE Mariner  
never used $33  732-604-4063

DOCK BOX Molded Fiberglass, 
71”LX24”WX27”D, Lockable,  
$495  941-621-4721

BOAT CHAIRS (2)  folding
boat/deck chairs, alum & 
vynal  $250  941-662-1967

ANCHOR Delta Plow, galv. 
22lb, 25-41ft, New  $125, OBO
941-662-1967

ANCHOR, #8, 100’/3/8 line, 
chain, new, never used. $69  
732-604-4063

Canoes/kayaks 
CANOE 2 small/large alumi-
num/V shape, like new. Can 
deliver. $495  941-763-4818

Trailer
& accessories 

“120” TRAILERS
Cargo  Enclosed  

Dump Utility  Equipment 
Skid Steer. Parts-Service

Trades welcome. 
Financing Available. 

We Buy Trailers, Cars 
& Trucks.

Roy’s Trailer Country
2851 Taylor Rd., P.G.

941-575-2214

Motorcycle access. 
HARLEY WALLET mens, 7”L, 
grey black, skull on it, new $58
941-235-2203

GAS TANK SPORTSTER. Clean 
Good condition. Primered $75  
941-629-5429

2011 H.D. HERITAGE SOFTAIL
Fully Chrome Customized. 33K 
Mi.   $8,000.  941-815-2488

Motor homes/RVs 
WANTED - All Motor Homes, 

TT’s, 5th wheels, & Diesel 
trucks.  Cash paid on the 

spot for quick sale. 
Any Condition! Low or High 

Value.   954-595-0093

SAFE TRAVELS
MOTOR HOMES
VAN CAMPERS
5TH WHEELS

TRAVEL TRAILERS
SERVICE*PARTS

*BODY SHOP
GERZENYS RV WORLD

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1977
2110 US 41 – Nokomis

(941) 260-0476
shop 24/7 @

www.gerzenysrvworld.com

RV’S WANTED NOW!
Cash / Trade / 
Consignment
(941) 260-0476

I BUY TRAVEL TRAILERS, 
5th Wheels, Motor Homes & 
Trucks. I Come to You! Call 

Dave Anytime. 813-713-3217
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