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Phase one starts Monday, but 
the crisis isn’t over yet. This 
is a baby step, as our governor 

described it.
Let’s enjoy 

some of  our 
freedoms like 
eating out, 
beaches, parks, 
shopping and 
patronizing 
local businesses. 
We need to do 
these things 
while still main-
taining social 

distancing, hand-washing and 
wearing masks as needed.

According to our governor’s 
executive order 20-112, senior 
citizens and individuals with a 
significant underlying medical 
condition (such as chronic lung 
disease, moderate-to-severe 
asthma, serious heart condi-
tions, immunocompromised 
status, cancer, diabetes, severe 
obesity, renal failure and liver 
disease) are strongly encour-
aged to stay at home and take 
all measures to limit the risk of  
exposure to COVID-19.

We need to continue to pro-
tect the most vulnerable during 
this crisis.

Many of  our businesses are 
thrilled to get back to work 
tomorrow. They desperately 
need to get the cash flowing 
again. Their employees need 
to get back to work to pay their 
bills and feed families.

Since we’re opening at a 
limited capacity in phase one, 
some may not be called back to 
work. To add to that challenge, 
the season is over.

Some in our communities 

will not be celebrating after 
learning they’re not back to 
work in phase one.

Our governor’s plan is a 
carefully measured plan that 
leans toward caution, and 
rightfully so.

We cannot return to anoth-
er stay-at-home order with 
essentials only working. That 
will absolutely devastate our 
workforce and our businesses.

All of  us need to do our part 
to make this plan work.

Back to those who may not 
get the phase one call to get 

back to work. Even the ones 
who get the call, capacity is 
reduced to 25%. That’s tough 
if  you live on tips. Many 
companies have reduced pay of  
their employees to survive the 
drastic revenue losses.

Our workforce is still in need. 
Nothing has changed for them.

Let’s do whatever we can to 
help everyone in need in our 
communities. If  you haven’t 
already done so, this is your 
chance. If  you’ve already 

Tomorrow is a big day, with many returning to work

GLEN 
NICKERSON
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By LIZ HARDAWAY  
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NORTH PORT — A murder 
suspect from North Port was 
arrested early Saturday morn-
ing after a five-hour standoff on 
Interstate 75 near Gainesville.

According to the North Port 
Police Department, Robert A. 
Parolisi, 48, is believed to have 

killed a woman in his Halblum 
Street home on Friday evening 
before traveling north on I-75 

when he was 
pulled over for 
a traffic stop at 
9:45 p.m. Friday.

He refused 
to get out of  
the vehicle and 
waved a firearm, 
and Alachua 

County Sheriff’s deputies 
believed he had more firearms 
in his possession. Both sides 
of  the highway were closed for 
hours as a result. Eventually 
he surrendered and no one was 
hurt during the standoff.

The victim was 39-year-old 
North Port resident Amber 
Shildneck, her daughter Payten 
Boyce confirmed Saturday 
evening.

Shildneck was found dead 
with a gunshot wound in 
Parolisi’s residence in the 2300 
block of  Halblum Street, after 
6 p.m. Friday, according to 
North Port Police Department 
spokesperson Josh Taylor. An 
autopsy was scheduled for 
Saturday to confirm the exact 
manner of  death.

The two had been in an on-
and-off romantic relationship 

for a decade, and at one point 
were engaged, before they 
called it off a few months ago, 
according to Shildneck’s friend, 
Ellaina Miller-Klinger.

When Shildneck moved out 
from the Halblum residence, 
Parolisi wouldn’t let her take 
her turtle and cat named 
Calls with her, according to 
Miller-Klinger.

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

M any farmers 
currently have excess 
of  produce they can’t 

sell.
This leaves them to 

either have to donate their 
products or plow under 

ready-to-harvest, quality crops.
The food supply chain has 

been disrupted, and many mov-
ing parts — the restaurants, the 
consumers, the distributors, 
the farmers — are feeling the 
effects.

One food service distributor, 
Cheney Brothers, has also 
been adversely affected by this 
pandemic, with many of  the 
company’s customers limiting 

the amount of  food they order.
Cheney Brothers, headquar-

tered in Riviera Beach, Florida, 
is a significant economic driver 
in Charlotte County. The com-
pany has a 345,000-square-foot 
location in Punta Gorda that 
it established in 2015, which 
accounts for 467 employees and 
a $29 million payroll, according 

‘We’re still selling quite a bit of food’

Cheney Brothers 

sees loss in 

business, switches 

gears to deliver 

donations

SUN FILE PHOTO

This was a look inside Cheney Brothers’ distribution plant near the Punta Gorda Airport in 2016.
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By KIM TONG-HYUNG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEOUL, South Korea — 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un made his first public 
appearance in 20 days as he 

celebrated the 
completion 
of  a fertilizer 
factory near 
Pyongyang, 
state media 
said Saturday, 
ending an 
absence that 
had triggered 
global rumors 

that he may be seriously ill.
The North’s official Korean 

Central News Agency, or 
KCNA, reported that Kim 
attended the ceremony 
Friday in Sunchon with other 
senior officials, including 
his sister Kim Yo Jong, who 
many analysts predict would 
take over if  her brother is 
suddenly unable to rule.

State media showed videos 
and photos of  Kim wearing a 
black Mao suit and constant-
ly smiling, walking around 
facilities, applauding, cutting 
a huge red ribbon with a scis-
sor handed by his sister, and 

Kim 
reappears 
in public 

amid health 
rumors

SEE RUMORS, 4A
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Homicide suspect arrested after 5-hour standoff
North Port Police Department: Robert Parolisi shot woman in Halblum Street home 
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Many retailers can open Monday, but not 

everyone is ready PAGE 1C
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ALMANAC
Today is Sunday, May 3, the 

124th day of 2020. There are 

242 days left in the year.

Washington, DC gets 
established as a city

On May 3, 1802, Washington, 

D.C. was incorporated as a 

city.

On this date

In 1916, Irish nationalists 

Padraic Pearse, Thomas 

Clarke and Thomas 

MacDonagh were executed 

by a British firing squad; they 

were among 16 people put 

to death for their roles in the 

Easter Rising.

In 1937, Margaret Mitchell 

won the Pulitzer Prize for her 

novel, “Gone with the Wind.”

In 1978, spam email was born 

as Gary Thuerk, a marketing 

executive for the Digital 

Equipment Corp. of Maynard, 

Massachusetts, transmitted 

an unsolicited sales pitch for 

a new line of computers to 

400 prospective customers 

on ARPANET, a precursor 

to the internet; the stunt 

generated some business, as 

well as complaints.

In 2007, British girl Madeleine 

McCann vanished during a 

family vacation in Portugal 

nine days before her fourth 

birthday; her disappearance 

remains unsolved.

Today’s birthdays

Actor Alex Cord is 87. Singer 

Frankie Valli is 86. Sports 

announcer Greg Gumbel is 74. 

Singer Christopher Cross is 

69. Country musician Cactus 

Moser (Highway 101) is 63. 

Country singer Shane Minor 

is 52. Actress Amy Ryan is 

52. Country musician John 

Driskell Hopkins (Zac Brown 

Band) is 49. Actress Christina 

Hendricks is 45. Dancer 

Cheryl Burke is 36. 

Bible verse

“I will therefore that men 

pray everywhere, lifting up 

holy hands, without wrath 

and doubting.” — 1 TIMOTHY 2:8.

It’s difficult to have holy 
hearts and hands where 
there is anger and bit-
terness in our lives. Allow 
God’s love and forgiveness 
to replace that anger.

Florida COVID-19 by the numbers
(As of 8:30 p.m. May 2)

• Global cases: 
3,421,834

• U.S. cases: 1,130,115

• Florida tests: 417,762

• Florida cases: 35,463

• Florida deaths: 1,364

• Charlotte County 
cases: 244

• Charlotte County 
deaths: 25

• DeSoto County 
cases: 31

• DeSoto County 
deaths: 4

• Lee County cases: 
1,085

• Lee County deaths: 42

• Sarasota County 
cases: 372

• Sarasota County 
deaths: 47

Most cases in Florida: 
Dade County (12,632); 

Broward County (5,257); 

Palm Beach County (3,080)

SOURCE: FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS:

What is antibody 
testing? And can I 
be tested using this 
method?

Antibody testing 

checks a sample of 

a person’s blood to 

look for antibodies to 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus 

that causes COVID-19. 

These antibodies are 

produced when someone 

has been infected, so a 

positive result from this 

test indicates that person 

was previously infected 

with the virus.

CDC is working with 

other federal agencies to 

evaluate the performance 

of commercially 

manufactured antibody 

tests that are becoming 

increasingly available from 

healthcare providers. This 

evaluation is expected to 

be completed in early May.

We do not know yet if the 

antibodies that result from 

infection with SARS-CoV-2 

can protect someone from 

reinfection with this virus 

(immunity) or how long 

antibodies to the virus 

will protect someone. 

Scientists are conducting 

research to answer those 

questions.

Antibody tests may not 

be able to tell you if you 

are currently infected 

because it typically takes 

1 to 3 weeks to develop 

antibodies to SARS-CoV-2. 

To tell if you are currently 

infected, you would need 

a test that identifies the 

virus in samples from your 

upper respiratory system, 

such as a nasopharyngeal 

swab.

SOURCE: WWW.CDC.GOV/

CORONAVIRUS/ 

2019-NCOV/FAQ.HTML

By MURI ASSUNÇÃO
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS (TNS)

There was a 3% 
increase in reports of  
sexual assaults in the 
U.S. military in 2019, 
according to statistics re-
leased by the Department 
of  Defense.

The 2019 Annual 
Report on Sexual Assault 
in the Military found that 
in the fiscal year that 
ended Sept. 30 there were 
a total of  7,825 reports of  
sexual assault involving 
service members (as ei-
ther victims or subjects) 
compared with 7,623 in 
2018.

They include 6,236 
service members who 
reported an incident of  
sexual assault; 652 re-
ports from members for 
incidents that occurred 
prior to military service; 
as well as 937 reports 
from U.S. civilians and 
foreign nationals who al-
leged they were assaulted 
by a service member.

The overall uptick of  
3% shouldn’t be inter-
preted as an increase in 
sexual assault prevalence 
among the active duty 
force, because a prev-
alence survey was not 
conducted this year.

Traditionally the 

survey is conducted once 
a year.

“Our work to eliminate 
sexual assault reflects 
our ongoing commitment 
to advance a culture 
of  trust, respect, and 
inclusion within the 
force,” Dr. Elizabeth Van 
Winkle, the executive 
director of  the Office of  
Force Resiliency, said in 
a statement.

Pentagon officials will 
have to wait until next 
year to verify whether 
the uptick represents an 
increase in crimes, or 
just a higher number of  
people reporting on sexu-
al assaults, as a result of  
education efforts among 
service members.

“We generally view 
more reporting of  
the crime as a pos-
itive thing because 
it helps us connect 
victims to services,” 
Dr. Nate Galbreath, 
the acting director 
of  the DoD’s Sexual 
Assault Prevention and 
Response Office, said, 
according to ABC News.

“I’m cautiously 
optimistic that it’s 
good news; I just can’t 
characterize it one way 
or another,” he added.

The highest percent-
age change was reported 
in the Air Force, with 
a 9% increase over 
the previous year. The 
Marine Corps was the 
only service to show 
a decrease: 6% over 
the previous year’s 
reporting.

“While the Marine 

Corps continues to 
eradicate these criminal 
behaviors from our 
ranks, provide victims 
with care, and hold 
offenders accountable, 
senior Marine leaders do 
not necessarily equate 
lower reports of  sexual 
assault with lower in-
stances of  this offense,” 
cautioned Maj. Craig 
Thomas, a spokesman 
for the Marine Corps’ 
Manpower & Reserve 
Affairs.

“Knowing that sexual 
assault is traditionally an 
underreported crime and 
the 2018 annual report 
showed an increase 
in prevalence, the 
Marine Corps remains 
committed to improving 
its prevention methods 
and continuing to foster 
a climate and culture 
of  dignity, respect, and 
trust,” Thomas said.

“Marines are being 
provided knowledge, 
skills, and tools to take 
action and prevent 
destructive and inap-
propriate behaviors 
that can lead to sexual 
assault,” he added. 
“Bottom line, Marines 
have a fundamental right 
to live and work in a 
healthy environment free 
from sexual assault and 
harassment.”

Galbreath said that 
some of  the Pentagon’s 
prevention efforts focus 
on “preparing leaders at 
all levels to better reach 
our youngest Service 
members who are most 
at risk.”

Reports of sexual 
assaults in US military 

increased by 3% in 2019
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Competitive checking and savings offerings 

and great customer service contribute to our 

recognition as Money’s Best Bank in the South.1 

To celebrate, we are offering these great rates.

1.30%
APY*

10 Month CD or IRA CD Special

1.25%
APY*

24 Month CD or IRA CD Special

Open an account today at ozk.com
or in one of our branches.**

A great rate
from the Best
Bank in the South.  

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of the publication date. $1,000 minimum deposit 
to open and is required to earn stated APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. IRA CD is subject to 
eligibility requirements. Offer not available to brokers, dealers and other financial institutions. 
Offer good in Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda, FL only. Fees could reduce earnings. Offer subject to 
change without notice. 
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ad
no

=3
74
87
98
-1



N/E/P/C www.yoursun.com  |  The Sun  |  SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020    PAGE 3A

By DAVID PORTER,  
JEFFREY COLLINS  

and JOSEPH WILSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — 
Gorgeous spring weather 
across the United States 
and Europe on Saturday 
drew people cooped up 
inside for weeks outside 
to soak in the sun, even 
as additional coronavirus 
hot spots in Russia and 
Pakistan emerged.

Though grateful to be 
outdoors, people were 
still wary — masks were 
worn everywhere, even 
on southern U.S. beaches 
and by some joggers in 
Spain. A New York City 
farmer’s market enforced 
the familiar 6 feet (2 
meters) of  space between 
people waiting to buy 
spring flowers. Mothers 
in Central Park reminded 
their kids to give people 
space. And small groups 
of  picnickers kept their 
safe distances, while 
joggers moved past each 
other without a glance.

Retired New York 
attorney Stan Neustadter 
pulled down his mask to 
say it’s been important to 
his spirit to get out. “Why 
live like a rabbit? Plus I’m 
approaching 78, I’ve had 
a great run,” Neustadter 
said.

Police and park officials 
were spread out across 
New York City, which 
sent out 1,000 officers to 
enforce social distancing 
on the warmest day since 
mid-March. But they 
were more likely to break 
up large groups, leaving 
the nuisances of  social 
distancing and hanging 
out safely outside to New 
Yorkers themselves.

“Go for a walk, but 
respect the social distanc-
ing and wear a mask,” 
New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said.

With gigs drying up at 
clubs and concert halls, 
German native Julia 
Banholzer, a saxophon-
ist, said she has taken 
to playing al fresco in 
Central Park for whoever 
happens by. On Saturday 
that was a steady stream 
of  folks, most wearing 
masks, who left tips for 
her trio as they worked 
their way through a set of  
jazz standards.

“It’s great to have an 
audience after all these 
weeks.” she said. “All my 
dates have been canceled 
through September, and 
I don’t know if  any will 
come back this year. New 
York is a tough place, but 
this is just another tough 
period we need to get 
through.”

Meanwhile, fighter jets 
from the U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels and U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds drew peo-
ple outside as they flew 
over Atlanta, Baltimore 
and Washington in honor 
of  health care workers. 
In Atlanta, motorists 
stopped on a major high-
way while other people 
found open places to look 
to the sky on rooftops or a 
cemetery.

New Jersey reopened 
state parks Saturday. 
Limited to 50% capacity 
in their parking areas, 
several had to turn away 
additional arrivals by the 
afternoon. But nearly 
everyone followed the 
rules on social distancing 

and Gov. Phil Murphy 
said “so far, so good” at 
his daily briefing.

Margie Roebuck and 
her husband were among 
the first people on the 
sand at Island Beach State 
Park. “Forty-six days in 
the house was enough,” 
she said.

Elsewhere in the world, 
the pandemic’s danger 
was still evident. Russia 
and Pakistan reported 
their biggest one-day 
spikes in new infections.

Overall, Russia has 
reported around 125,000 
cases and more than 1,200 
deaths. True numbers 
are believed to be much 
higher because not every-
one is tested. In the far 
northeast, 3,000 of  10,000 
workers at a vast natural 
gas field tested positive, 
Russian news agencies 
reported.

Moscow’s mayor said 
this week that officials are 
considering establishing 
temporary hospitals 
at sports complexes 
and shopping malls to 
deal with the influx of  
patients. Infection cases 
have reached the highest 
levels of  government, 
with both the prime min-
ister and the construction 
minister contracting the 
virus.

Pakistan appears to be 
joining Russia with rapid-
ly increasing case counts. 
On Saturday, Pakistan an-
nounced nearly 1,300 new 
cases, raising the total in 
the country of  220 million 
people to about 18,000.

Newspaper photos 
showed large numbers of  
the faithful at Pakistani 
mosques and only some 
practicing social distanc-
ing. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s government said 
it might ease controls, 
but doctors have pleaded 
for stricter lockdowns, 
warning an explosion 
of  infections would 
overwhelm hospitals with 
only 3,000 intensive care 
beds nationwide.

The virus has killed 
more than 238,000 people 
worldwide, including 
more than 65,000 in 
the United States and 
more than 24,000 each 
in Italy, Britain, France 
and Spain, according to 
a count kept by Johns 
Hopkins University. 
Health experts warn a 
second wave of  infections 
could hit unless testing is 
expanded dramatically.

For most people, the 
coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms. 
For some, especially older 
adults and those with 
health problems, it can 
cause severe illness such 
as pneumonia, or death.

There are economic 
factors to consider as 
well. In some areas of  the 
United States, reopening 
is being urged to ease the 
shutdown of  businesses 
that plunged the global 
economy into its deepest 
slump since the 1930s 
and wiped out millions of  
jobs.

It has created a patch-
work of  rules across 
the 50 states. In South 
Carolina, where about 
20% of  the state’s revenue 
comes from tourism, 
beach hotels were al-
lowed to reopen Friday. 
Webcams showed dozens 
of  people on the beach 

Saturday, but pools still 
closed. South Carolina 
also hasn’t reopened dine-
in restaurants, unlike 
neighboring Georgia. 
Some U.S. states have yet 
to start start the reopen-
ing process.

Business owners have 
also been left wondering 
if  customers will return. 
On a postcard-perfect 
spring day, Detroit’s 
Eastern Market had far 
fewer customers and 

vendors than normal at 
the farmer’s market.

Jill and Mark Thomas 
said they felt safe selling 
bottles of  homemade 
wine from their Unwined 
Winery, but it wasn’t the 
same in the COVID-19 
world.

“It’s easier when 
you can get samples to 
people,” said Jill Thomas. 
“We’re not allowed to do 
that now.”

In Spain, where 

COVID-19 has caused 
more than 25,100 deaths, 
people ventured out 
Saturday for the first 
time since a March 14 
lockdown.

“I feel good, but tired. 
You sure notice that it has 
been a month and I am 
not in shape,” 36-year-old 
Cristina Palomeque said 
in Barcelona. “Some 
people think it may be too 
early, as I do, but it is also 
important to do exercise 

for health reasons.”
Prime Minister Pedro 

Sánchez said Spaniards 
deserved relief  after 
weeks of  confinement, 
but he asked citizens to 
remain vigilant.

“Until we have a vac-
cine, we are going to see 
more outbreaks,” Sánchez 
said. “What we need to 
guarantee is that these 
outbreaks do not put our 
national health system in 
danger.”

Sun draws many out in US, Europe
Russia virus numbers grow

AP PHOTOS

A man sits on the top step of the Lincoln Memorial on Saturday as people gather by the Lincoln Memorial 
Reflecting Pool in Washington. The District of Columbia is under a stay-home order for all residents in an 
effort to slow the spread of the new coronavirus.

The Ferry family, from Chantilly, Virginia, who were 
in the middle of taking a family photograph, are 
surprised Saturday by a second fly over by the Blue 
Angels and Thunderbirds, in a “salute to frontline 
COVID-19 responders,” as seen near the U.S. Marine 
Corps War Memorial that depicts a flag raising over 
Iwo Jima, in Arlington, Virginia.
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“It was a toxic relationship 
for years,” Miller-Klinger told 
the Sun.

The victim entered a new re-
lationship in January, according 
to Miller-Klinger.

“She was finally free and 
happy and she 
smiled real 
smiles lately,” 
she said.

Parolisi would 
contact Shildneck 
occasionally, at 
times being mean 
and hateful, 
and other times, 

threatening to kill himself if  she 
didn’t talk to him, according to 
Miller-Klinger.

Friday, Parolisi called the 
victim asking her to come 
get the animals or he would 
get rid of  them, according to 
Miller-Klinger.

“She wanted to be done and 
Calls was the last thing he had,” 
Miller-Klinger said. 

No pets were harmed during 

this incident and the pets are 
now with the family, according 
to Taylor. 

Parolisi was arrested for 
domestic battery in July 2014 by 
the Sarasota County Sheriff’s 
Office, according to court re-
cords. He was released on a bond 
of $5,000 later that same day. The 
name “Amber” was written in 
the report, matching Shildneck’s 
first name. According to court 
records from that case, the 
two had a previous history of  
domestic violence that was 
undocumented. The case was 
later dropped in August 2014.

Shildneck was arrested in 
November 2018 with a charge 
of  aggravated battery with a 
deadly weapon after having a 
disagreement and an altercation 
involving a firearm with a man 
whose name is redacted on the 
report. Shildneck claimed the 
man told her he was going to 
kill her, but she did not believe 
him nor feel threatened, accord-
ing to court records. The judge 
withheld adjudication.

Shildneck was arrested in 
2015 and was charged with 
domestic battery and domestic 

assault after throwing kitchen 
items and food at a man, 
according to court records. Both 
charges were later dropped.

Both incidents took place at 
the same Halblum home where 
Shildneck was found dead 
Friday.

Meanwhile, Saturday, the 
neighborhood where the events 
took place remained fairly quiet, 
with many surrounding busi-
nesses still closed as a result 
of  the coronavirus pandemic. 
A single police car was parked 
across from the home. Many 
neighbors described the area 
as nice and quiet, with every-
one pretty much keeping to 
themselves.

Parolisi was being held in 
the Alachua County Jail with 
no bond Saturday. Taylor could 
not say when Parolisi would be 
transferred to Sarasota County 
Jail.

If  anyone has any informa-
tion regarding this investiga-
tion, call the North Port Police 
Department at 941-429-7300.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com

Food Pantries
Call ahead for details or visit the website for 

more information. 

Englewood

Englewood East Church of Christ, 9600 

Gulfstream Blvd. 10 a.m. to noon on the 

third Saturday of every month. 941-475-

4973.

Port Charlotte

Adventist Community Services, 2036 

Loveland Blvd. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. 941-883-6806.

Discipleship Driven Ministries, 4040 

Tamiami Trail. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays. 

941-764-8458.

Edgewater United Methodist Church, 19190 

Cochran Blvd. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the 

first, second, third and fourth Fridays of 

each month (if there is a fifth Friday that 

month, the pantry will be closed). 941-625-

3039.

Ebenezer Food Pantry, 1057 Collingswood 

Blvd. 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. 754-422-4652.

First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte, 

2230 Hariet St. 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on the first 

and third Tuesday of every month. 941-625-

5045.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 2565 

Tamiami Trail. 9 a.m. to noon Mondays and 

Wednesdays. 941-625-5262.

Pilgrim United Church of Christ, 24515 

Rampart Blvd. 10 a.m. to noon on the 

second and fourth Monday of every month. 

941-629-2633.

Praise Tabernacle Pentecostal Church, 

18350 Edgewater Drive. 9:30 a.m. to noon 

Tuesdays and Fridays. 941-766-9995.

St. Vincent de Paul, San Antonio Conference, 

2445 Rampart Blvd. 9 a.m. to noon 

Wednesdays and Fridays. 941-235-1254.

St. Vincent de Paul, St. Charles Borromeo 

Conference, 21841 Felton Ave. 9 a.m. to 

noon Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

941-625-9784.

St. James Episcopal Church, 1365 Viscaya 

Drive. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first and third 

Friday of every month. 941-627-4000.

Trinity United Methodist Church, 23084 

Seneca Ave. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays. 941-625-3372.

Wintergarden Food Pantry, 18305 

Wintergarden Ave. noon to 4 p.m. Thursdays. 

941-743-5335.

Punta Gorda

Community Resource Center of Punta 

Gorda, 222 Brown St. 10:30 a.m. to noon 

First Wednesday of every month. 941-462-

9874.

First Baptist Church of Punta Gorda, 459 Gill 

St. 9 a.m. to noon Tuesdays. 941-639-3857.

First Macedonia Missionary Baptist 

Church, 411 E. Charlotte Ave. 9 a.m. to noon 

Tuesdays. 941-637-7743.

Friendship United Methodist Church, 12275 

Paramount Drive. 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. on the 

second and fourth Tuesday of every month. 

941-637-1717.

Punta Gorda Alliance Church, 7500 

Florida St. 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays. 941-637-6444.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Sacred Heart 

Conference, 25200 Airport Road. 9 a.m. to 

noon Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

941-575-0767.

Salvation Army, 2120 Loveland Blvd. 

10:30 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Wednesdays. 941-629-5950.

SOURCE: CHARLOTTE COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES 

helped, thank you!
We have a vast network of  

nonprofit organizations that serve 
our communities. The people who 
work and volunteer for our non-
profits are heroes, too. They provide 
food, clothing, rent and mortgage 
assistance, medical care, housing, 
counseling, protection and so much 
more.

Sometimes it’s just a shoulder to 
cry on.

Feeding our communities is our 
most basic necessity. We need to 
make sure nobody goes without 
food during this crisis.

Some food drives had to be can-
celled, but our food banks still need 
help. If  you can help, please do. If  
you stocked up and find yourself  
not needing it, please consider 
donating it.

I’m including a list of  food 
pantries for those who can donate 
non-perishable food. Of  course, the 
list is for anyone in need, too.

Glen Nickerson is the publisher 
and editor of  The Daily Sun. You 
can reach him at glen.nickerson@
yoursun.com.
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to the Charlotte County 
Economic Development Office. 
The location is even moving for-
ward with an 80,000-square-foot 
expansion, which will create 30 
new jobs.

This location also contains 
a Cheney Express store that is 
open to the public from 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 7 a.m. to noon Saturday 
and closed Sunday.

The company mainly 
provides food for hotels, 
restaurants, country clubs and 
other facilities, distributing 
to thousands of  customers in 
the southeast U.S. as well as 
exporting products to other 
distributors in other countries, 
such as ones in South America 
or the Caribbean. The company 
has eight locations in Florida, 
three in North Carolina and one 
in Georgia, working with dozens 
of  local farms in the area.

With national meat supply 
chains facing imminent short-
ages due to the pandemic, and 
produce not having a place to 
go, the Sun spoke with Cheney 
Brothers’ president John 
Reisigl about how the company 

is adapting to 
COVID-19, such 
as switching 
gears from serv-
ing customers 
to helping fulfill 
donations.

“I think it’s 
important to rec-
ognize Cheney 

for always being there for the 
community in times of  disas-
ters as they have proven many 
times with hurricanes,” said 
Charlotte County Economic 
Development Director Dave 
Gammon.

This interview has been 
edited for length and clarity.

Have you been experiencing any 
produce shortages?

No, actually. We personally 
have not. There is a surplus of  
produce and that’s why we’re 
trying to help out growers in 
Belle Glade and all that. There 
simply isn’t a demand for it. 

The restaurant demand is dried 
up to nothing and there’s a 
tremendous amount of  produce 
used in the restaurant side of  
things, and retail isn’t picking 
up the slack, people in the retail 
side aren’t buying the volume 
of  produce to make up for what 
is not being sold in restaurants.

Would you say restaurants take 
up a majority of your contracts?

For what we do at Cheney 
Brothers, we don’t do any retail 
sales. All of  our sales are to 
restaurants, hotels, country 
clubs. We’re a food service 
distributor, as opposed to a 
retail distributor.

How are you trying to help local 
farmers deal with the pandemic 
and having so much produce with 
nowhere to go?

So, what’s happened is a lot 
of  farmers who have essentially 
plowed under their fields. 
They’ve had good, quality 
product that they simply plow 
back into the fields for fertilizer 
because the demand isn’t there 
to sell it. So, the government 
has gotten wind of  that and 
they’re trying to help the farm-
ers by essentially buying that 
product off them and donating 
it to local food banks.

So, right now, that supply 
chain normally would go to 
a retail distributor or to a 
food service distributor, like 
Cheney Brothers. The farmers 
don’t have an infrastructure to 
make end-user deliveries. So, 
that’s where we came in and 
we partnered with folks like 
U.S. Sugar and TKM Farms 
and some of  the others and we 
picked up the product that the 
government’s purchasing and 
we’re delivering it for them to 
the food banks, the churches 
and those sort of  organizations 
… We’re simply acting as a 
delivery agent for them to get 
the product to those in need.

So, those smaller farms, they’re 
still getting paid for their produce?

For what’s being donated, 
they’re getting a government 
stimulus to donate that product.

What has it been like working out 
the logistics of the supply chain 

and changing it from going to your 
customers to helping food banks?

It’s what we do. We’re a dis-
tribution company, we’ve got a 
great logistics network. Again, 
that’s why they’re partnering 
with us because it’s not outside 
the realm of  what we do, we’re 
just having to make deliveries 
to new partners that maybe we 
haven’t dealt with in the past, 
but it’s not really outside of  the 
scope of  what we do.

A few of the meat facilities you 
work with have closed temporarily. 
How do you expect this to affect 
your meat supplies?

It will affect us in a couple of  
ways. It’s pretty much common 
industry knowledge that meat 
and pork prices will probably 
rise as supply shrinks, prices 
will go up, so we’re expecting 
an increase in pricing. As far 
as availability, there’s a lot of  
plants in the United States, al-
though, a couple of  those plants 
that were shut down were large 
plants, I don’t expect a food 
shortage, there are other plants 
that can pick up the slack and 
produce it.

But it will be tight. Supplies 
will be less than what they 
were and that will cause prices 
to go up.

Which customers are you 
prioritizing?

Most hotels are shut down or 

at 10% occupancy, so anybody 
that’s open and available to buy 
food, we’re supplying it. Our 
business is down about 50% 
of  what it normally would be 
this time of  year, so we still are 
operational, we’re still selling 
quite a bit of  food. Restaurants 
are doing take-out and we do 
some correctional facilities and 
healthcare facilities and they’re 
kind of  business-as-usual, 
their business hasn’t dropped 
off. It’s simply the restaurants 
and country clubs that have 
dropped off, and those that are 
open for take-out and delivery, 
we’re supplying them food. We 
haven’t had any shortages in 
supply on items that they need.

So, you said your business is 
down 50%. How is that affecting 
your labor? Have you had to do pay 
cuts or anything like that?

I don’t want to disclose what 
we did. We have had to adjust 
our business, but I don’t want 
to go into details on that.

What would you say people don’t 
realize about how coronavirus has 
affected your business that they 
may not have thought about?

We’re a distributor to restau-
rants, so when they go out and 
see all these restaurants that 
are shut down and not open for 
business, that is our business. 
So, it’s affected us greatly, it’s 
affected the whole hospitality 

industry. I feel so bad for all the 
hotel workers and bartenders 
and servers that are essentially 
out of  a job now and they rely 
on tips.

The hospitality industry in 
the state of  Florida’s largest 
employer. It’s a huge piece of  
the Florida economy from your 
hotels, your country clubs, your 
restaurants. People in Florida 
tend to eat out a lot, they tend 
to entertain a lot, they tend 
to golf  a lot, and of  course 
tourism with the hotels is a 
huge, huge piece of  our Florida 
economy. So, having all these 
restaurants and hotels shut 
down is really affecting the 
entire state.

Do you think this pandemic will 
change any part of your business 
planning in the future for Cheney 
Brothers?

Sure it will. There’s going to 
be a greater focus on cleaning 
supplies, sanitation needs, all 
items that we’ve historically 
carried, we’re just going to 
have to carry a greater variety 
and more of  them. So, take-out 
and delivery I think is going 
to become more prevalent in 
our industry. So, from take-out 
packaging to cleaning supplies 
are items that are going to be in 
great demand going forward.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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smoking inside and outside of  
buildings while talking with 
other officials.

Seemingly thousands 
of  workers, many of  them 
masked, stood in lines at the 
massive complex, roaring 
in celebration and releasing 
balloons into the air. A sign 
installed on a stage where Kim 
sat with other senior officials 
read: “Sunchon Phosphatic 
Fertilizer Factory; Completion 
Ceremony; May 1, 2020.”

There was no definite sign 
that Kim was in discomfort, 
although there were moments 
where his walking looked a bit 
stiff. He was shown moving 
without a walking stick, like 
the one he used in 2014 when 
he was recovering from a 
presumed ankle surgery. 
However, he was also seen 
riding a green electric cart, 
which appeared similar to a 
vehicle he used in 2014.

It was Kim’s first public 
appearance since April 11, 

when he presided over a 
ruling Workers’ Party meeting 
to discuss the coronavirus 
and reappoint his sister as 
an alternate member of  the 
powerful decision-making 
Political Bureau of  the party’s 
Central Committee.

North Korea has said it 
hasn’t had a single virus case, 
but the claim is questioned by 
many outside experts.

Speculation about his health 
swirled after he missed the 
April 15 birthday celebration 
for his late grandfather Kim 
Il Sung, the country’s most 
important holiday, for the first 
time since taking power in 
2011.

The possibility of  high-level 
instability raised troubling 
questions about the future of  
the secretive, nuclear-armed 
country that has been steadily 
building an arsenal meant to 
threaten the U.S. mainland 
while diplomacy between Kim 
and President Donald Trump 
has stalled.

“I, for one, am glad to see 
he is back, and well!” Trump 
tweeted Saturday.

RUMORS
FROM PAGE 1A
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The trucks with Cheney Brothers Inc. in Punta Gorda cover a region that includes Tampa to 
Naples.
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ATLANTA — As more 
states begin to relax their 
coronavirus lockdowns, 
most are falling short 
of  the minimum levels 
of  testing suggested by 
the federal government 
and recommended 
by a variety of  public 
health researchers, an 
Associated Press analysis 
has found.

Three months into an 
unprecedented public 
health emergency, the 
White House has largely 
resisted calls for a coor-
dinated plan to conduct 
the millions of  tests 
experts say are needed to 
contain the virus. What 
federal officials outlined 
recently isn’t even an 
official benchmark, and 
AP’s analysis found that a 
majority of  states are not 
yet meeting it.

With no specific 
guidelines, states are 
left to figure out what 
a successful testing 
program should be while 
they simultaneously try 
to reopen their shattered 
economies. If  states 
don’t have robust testing, 
public health experts say 
they will be unable to 
detect outbreaks quickly 
enough to contain them, 
which could lead to more 
shutdowns.

“It’s dangerous and 
irresponsible,” said 
Lawrence Gostin, a 
public health specialist at 
Georgetown University.

In many states, testing 
has been limited to hospi-
talized patients, high-risk 
individuals and front-line 
workers. But most public 
health experts agree 
that containing the virus 
will require a massive 
expansion of  testing that 
eventually includes mil-
lions of  patients without 
symptoms, which is not 
happening now.

A testing blueprint 
released Monday by the 
Trump administration 
lacked any metrics state 
officials could use to 
make informed decisions. 
Instead, the document 
made clear that states are 
responsible for testing, 
saying the federal govern-
ment is the “supplier of  
last resort.”

The closest the White 
House has come to 
issuing a benchmark 
does not actually appear 
in the document. At a 
recent briefing, senior 
administration officials 
said the government 
would provide each state 
with enough tests, swabs 
and related materials to 
screen at least 2.6% of  
their populations in May 
and June. Those hit hard-
er by the outbreak would 
be eligible for additional 
assistance.

It was unclear how the 
2.6% figure was reached. 

When asked about it, 
officials with the U.S. 
Department of  Health 
and Human Services 
described it as 2% of  state 
populations per month 
without explaining the 
discrepancy. Officials 
also did not respond to 
questions about whether 
the administration has 
a target for how many 
daily tests should be done 
nationwide or when it 
would issue more details.

Only about 40% of  
states currently meet 
even the 2% testing 
threshold, according to 
AP’s analysis. The per-
centage is expected to rise 
as states increase their 
testing capabilities. The 
AP based the monthly 
testing rate for each state 
on the average number of  
new daily tests over the 
most recent 7 days. The 
data is from the COVID 
Tracking Project and 
includes counts up to 
April 30th.

A White House spokes-
man said Friday that the 
administration’s testing 
threshold is only a sug-
gestion and that states are 
ultimately responsible for 
deciding how to reopen 
in a “safe and responsible 
manner.” The adminis-
tration says it is working 
to expand testing and has 
been highlighting plans 
first announced in March 
for additional testing sites 
at retail pharmacy chains.

States that do not meet 
the administration’s 
testing guidance, based on 
their current screening 
rates, include some that 
have been moving into the 
early stages of  reopening, 
such as Colorado, South 
Carolina and Texas. 
Georgia, which has moved 
aggressively to ease 
restrictions and lift its 
stay-at-home order, is just 
under the 2% threshold.

Louisiana and Kansas, 
where Republican law-
makers have been putting 
pressure on Democratic 
governors to reopen, are 
falling short, according 
to the AP analysis. In 
Kansas, the governor and 
top health administrator 
expect to reach the 2% 
mark this month.

Florida, which an-
nounced its first phase of  
reopening will start next 
week, also falls short but 
has said it will be able to 
test 30,000 to 40,000 people 
a day if  needed. Michigan, 
where the Republican-led 
legislature has sued the 
Democratic governor over 
the state’s stay-at-home 
order, is on track to test 
2.2% of  its population.

Former health officials 
and experts were critical 
of  the testing blueprint 
and said the 2.6% or 2% 
population metric was too 
vague and didn’t take into 
account guidelines from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control on who should be 
tested.

“Why don’t they say, 
‘We’ll test everybody 
with any symptoms of  
coronavirus and all their 
contacts?’” said Dr. James 
Curran, a former assis-
tant U.S. surgeon general 
who worked at CDC for 25 
years. “If  that amounts 
to 2% that’s fine, but the 
guidelines are not to test 
2%. The guidelines are to 
test who needs it.”

Many experts already 
say the national testing 
rate falls short of  what is 
needed to safely ease so-
cial distancing guidelines.

Researchers at Harvard 
have calculated that the 
U.S. needs to be testing 
roughly 500,000 people per 
day before considering 
easing restrictions this 
month. That’s a nearly 
150% increase from the 
recent daily tally of  

approximately 200,000 
tests.

“I’ve described it and 
I still describe it as an 
absolute bare minimum,” 
said Ashish Jha, director 
of  the Harvard Global 
Health Institute.

More than half  of  
states are not testing their 
populations at the daily 
rate recommended by Jha 
and his colleagues. The 
Harvard team developed 
their statistics in mid-
April and noted that 
projections for U.S. cases 
have increased since then.

Many states hardest 
hit by the crisis failed to 
reach the team’s testing 
recommendations, even if  
they were already testing 
more than 2% of  their 
populations, according 
to an AP analysis using 
state-by-state figures 
provided by Harvard. 
States falling short of  the 
Harvard numbers include 
many of  the epicenters of  
the outbreak, including 
New York, New Jersey 
and Massachusetts.

Jha and his colleagues 
based their testing 
targets, in part, on the 
number of  tests needed 
to screen enough people 
to push positive results 
below 10%, the level 
that the World Health 
Organization considers 
sufficient to contain the 
outbreak. More than 16% 
of  U.S. tests nationwide 
are positive for the virus, 
according to figures 
compiled by the COVID 
Tracking Project website. 
That compares with a 
rate of  about 3% in South 
Korea, a country praised 
for its aggressive testing.

Former CDC director 
Tom Frieden has rec-
ommended double the 
current testing levels. 
He said the U.S. should 
be testing at minimum 
400,000 people a day.

Officials in at least 20 
states have indicated 
their testing capacity is 
not adequate and said 
they are taking steps to 
address this, according to 
a review by the AP. But 
there is little consensus 
among states on how 
many people should be 
tested or whether that 
should include those with 
no symptoms.

Georgia, where in-per-
son dining at restaurants 
is now permitted with 
restrictions, has not 
said how many people 
it would like to test but 
recently touted its ability 
to test over 20,000 people 
on a single day and has 
encouraged more people 
to get tested. New Jersey, 
which has a slightly 
smaller population and 
a higher number of  
COVID-19 cases, has said 
it would need to conduct 
20,000 to 30,000 tests a day 
to reopen.

Ohio wants to increase 
testing from 7,200 per 
day to 22,000 by May 27. 
Washington state, which 
has seen one of  the larg-
est U.S. outbreaks, has 
reported averaging 4,650 
tests a day and wants 
to do more than 22,000 
but lacks the necessary 
supplies.

Most states have con-
vened advisory panels to 
help in setting guidelines, 
but they run the gamut 
in terms of  expertise and 
will result in a patchwork 
of  policies that experts 
say may be ineffective 
in containing a virus 
that doesn’t respect state 
borders.

“Treading water on 
testing is not going to 
get us out of  this,” said 
Jeremy Konyndyk, a 
disaster preparedness 
expert who helped lead 
the Obama administra-
tion response to Ebola.

AP: Most states fall short of 
coronavirus testing thresholds

AP FILE PHOTO

An Associated Press analysis finds that most states are not meeting the minimum levels of testing 
suggested by the federal government and recommended by public health researchers even as many of 
them begin to reopen their shattered economies.

Man arrested trying to 
quarantine on private 

Disney island
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 

Florida deputies arrested 
a man who had been 
living out his quarantine 
on a shuttered Disney 
World island, telling 
authorities it felt like a 
“tropical paradise.”

Orange County 
Sheriff’s deputies found 
Richard McGuire on 
Disney’s Discovery Island 
on Thursday. He said he’d 
been there since Monday 
or Tuesday and had 
planned to camp there for 
a week, according to an 
arrest report.

The 42-year-old said 
he didn’t hear numerous 
deputies searching the 
private island for him on 
foot, by boat and by air 

because he was asleep 
in a building. He told the 
deputy he didn’t know 
it was a restricted area, 
despite there being nu-
merous “no trespassing” 
signs.

“Richard stated that he 
was unaware of  that and 
that it looked like a trop-
ical paradise,” according 
to the arrest report.

Orange County Marine 
deputies on Bay Lake 
used a public address 
system to tell McGuire 
he was not allowed to be 
on the property, but he 
remained on the island, 
anyway, according to the 
arrest report.

A security representa-
tive for Disney said she 
saw McGuire using a 
company boat Thursday, 
noting that the area had 
several “no trespassing” 

signs and two closed 
gates. She asked the 
agency to press charges.

McGuire was arrested 
on a trespassing charge 
and taken to jail without 
incident. It was not im-
mediately clear whether 
he had an attorney who 
could comment.

Previously called 
Treasure Island, 
Discovery Island had been 
the site of  a zoological 
park before the island 
was closed to the public 
in 1999.

ICU nurse says condo 
won’t rent to her, 

fears virus
BOCA RATON (AP) — 

A Florida nurse filed an 
equal opportunity com-
plaint alleging her condo 
rental application was 
denied because her ICU 

job brings her in contact 
with novel coronavirus 
patients.

Jennifer Piraino said 
she submitted an appli-
cation to rent a two-bed-
room, two-bath condo at 
Boca View in Boca Raton 
where she planned to live 
with her boyfriend and 
9-year-old-daughter. A few 
days later, she said the 
condo association called 
and told her to pick up 
the paperwork and the 
$100 money order for a 
background check.

When she asked why, 
she was told she was 
rejected “just with every-
thing going on.” Piraino 
believes the company 
didn’t even run a back-
ground check on her.

“You can’t discriminate 
against people trying 
to help other people,” 

Piraino said. “They won’t 
take my calls or return 
my emails.”

Greta Tremmel owns 
the unit Piraino wants to 
rent. On Friday, Tremmel 
organized a picket line 
of  about a dozen people 
outside the apartments. 
The Palm Beach Post 
reports they carried signs 
reading “ICU Hero Denied 
Housing” and “Shame on 
Boca View. Shame!!!!!”

Eileen Breitkreutz has 
lived in the complex for 
17 years. She’s also an 
emergency room nurse at 
Bethesda Hospital East. 
She said the property 
manager phoned her last 
month and asked if  she 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19.

“It’s none of  their 
business,” she says she 
told him.

STATE NEWS BRIEFS

To view today’s legal notices 
and more visit, 

www.floridapublicnotices.com

3112 FICTITIOUS NAME

05/03/2020

3130 NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: 
On 05/15/2020 at 8:00 AM an
auction will take place at 2481
Sulstone Drive, Punta Gorda,
FL 33983. The vehicles which will
be auctioned include:
1HGCM66845A051313
2005 HOND
3N1AB6AP3BL729504
2011 NISS
JM1BJ2219X0134569
1999 MAZD
Publish: 05/03/2020
403890   3748563

3138 OTHER NOTICES

REQUESTING SUB-BIDS ON 
ALL TRADES

From Qualified 
Subcontractors and/or 

Vendors Including
FDOT CERTIFIED DBE FIRMS
For furnishing all labor and 
materials and performing 
all work connected with a 

project know as        Arcadia 
Municipal Airport Construct 

Taxiway Bravo
City of Arcadia: ITB#2020-02

FDOT: TBD
FAA: TBD

Hanson Project: 19A0013

Quotes: Subcontractors and
vendor quotes are requested by:
May 13, 2020 at 5:00 PM
Plans and specification can be
downloaded through Procore
by request via email to Larry
Benjamin at larry.benjamin@
wcgfl.com

Wright Construction Group (WCG)
encourages all interested DBE
companies to contact us at least
4 days prior to the bid due date 
to review with us your proposed
scope of work. Subcontractors
will be required to abide by
the terms and execute an
agreement utilizing the latest
Wright Construction Group
Standard Subcontract/Purchase
Agreement incorporating prime
contract terms and conditions,
including payment provisions.
Copies of Standard Subcontract/
Purchase Agreement are avail-
able for review by contacting
Wright Construction at 239-481-
5000. WCG’s listing of a subcon-
tractor is not to be construed
as an acceptance of all of the 
Subcontractor’s conditions or
exceptions included with the
Subcontractor’s price quotes
DBE Goal: 10.65%
Published: May 1 -5, 2020
210044   3749189

Request for Qualifications
Architectural and Engineering 

Services

Old Punta Gorda Inc., dba Punta
Gorda Historical Society a 501c3
nonprofit located at 118 Sullivan
Street, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 is
soliciting RFQ’s from Architect/
Engineer (A & E) teams to plan
and design the preservation of
the “Historic Train Depot”  The
project is located at: 1009 Taylor
Rd., Punta Gorda, FL 33950. 
 
To be considered as eligible
to submit a Proposal, A&E
must be legally licensed under
applicable laws in the State of
Florida and must be qualified 
and experienced to maintain
compliance with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Archaeology
and Historic Preservation. This
project is sponsored in part by
the Department of State, Division
of Historical Resources and the
State of Florida.  

Scope of Ser v ices and
Responsibilities are as follows:
Full Architectural/Engineering
services to include: Schematic
Design; Design Development;
Cons t ruc t ion Documents;
Construction Administration.

Interested firms may obtain
scope of work from Sandy 
Moon, Controller by e-mail
at samoon127@gmai l.com.
Proposals will be emailed to the
Controller and must consist of
the following information in the
order indicated below: 

Tab 1:  Cover letter stating 
interest in project with signature
of duly authorized principal.

Tab 2:  Technical qualifications
on one-page resume. 

Tab 3:  Experience with similar
projects involving preservation
of historic buildings.  Include
project name, location, comple-
tion date, and final cost.

Tab 4:  Experience of key staff
personnel assigned to the
project.  Include evidence of
License in the State of Florida. 

Tab 5:  List of three (3)
Professional/Owner References.
Include name, organization, phys-
ical address, telephone number,
and email address for each. 

Old Punta Gorda Inc. reserves
the right to reject any and/or all
Proposals when such rejection is
in the interest of Old Punta Gorda
Inc. and/or to reject a firm who
has not met the prerequisites of
the proposal.

All Proposals are due on May 19,
2020 by 11:00 a.m.
Publish: May 3, 10, 17, 2020
395956   3749307

YYou Saou Saveve
Big BucBig Bucksks
ShoppingShopping

Classifieds!Classifieds!



PAGE 6A SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

By LISA MASCARO
AP CONGRESSIONAL 

CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON — Weighing 
the risks, the Senate will reopen 
on Monday as the coronavirus 
crisis rages and the House stays 
shuttered, an approach that 
leaves Congress as divided as 
the nation.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell’s decision 
to convene 100 senators at the 
Capitol during a pandemic 
gives President Donald Trump 
the imagery he wants of  
America getting back to work, 
despite health worries and a 
lack of  testing.

Yet, the Washington region 
remains under stay-at-home 
orders as a virus hot spot. 
Gathering senators for the first 
time since March risks lawmak-
ers as well the cooks, cleaners, 
police officers and other 
workers who keep the lights on 
at the Capitol complex.

“We will continue to stand 
together for the American 
people — even as we stand 6 
feet apart,” McConnell said 
ahead of  the opening.

Trump himself  offered 
Congress access to the instant 
virus test system used to 
screen visitors to the White 
House. But in an extraordinary 
rebuff, McConnell and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in 
a statement that they would 
“respectfully decline” the offer 
and instead direct resources to 
the front lines “where they can 
do the most good.”

For Senate Republicans, re-
turning to session is an attempt 
to set the terms of  debate as 
Democrats push for another 
pricey coronavirus relief  bill. 
Frustrated after Pelosi boosted 
Democratic priorities in earlier 
aid packages, an unprecedent-
ed $3 trillion in emergency 
spending, they are resisting 
more. Republicans are counting 
on the country’s reopening and 
an economic rebound as their 
best hope to limit a new round 
of  big spending on virus aid.

As the Senate gavels in and 
the 430-member House stays 
away on the Capitol physician’s 
advice, the Congress provides 
a snapshot of  divided America 
struggling to confront the 
COVID-19 crisis. Some states 
are reopening, others are 
staying closed and questions 
abound.

Senators face few new rules 
for operating in the pandemic 
beyond the recommendations 
that they wear masks — blue 
face coverings will be available 
for free — keep their distance 
and leave most staff at home. 
Hand sanitizer is back in 
stock. But public access will 
be limited, including at public 
hearings. The Capitol itself  
remains closed to visitors and 
tours.

Democrats complain they are 
returning to a noticeably light 
agenda, packed with confir-
mation hearings for Trump’s 
judicial and executive branch 
nominees, but with little 
emphasis on the pandemic and 
Great Depression-level econom-
ic collapse.

“Democrats are going to fight 
like hell,” Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer said on 
a conference call with Latino 
leaders. “We’re going to make 
sure people have enough money 
to live and get back on their 
feet.”

In making his snap decision 
to return, McConnell said 
the Senate cannot “sit on the 
sidelines.” He compared the 
senators to the essential work 
force of  grocery clerks, truck 
drivers and others keeping 
Americans fed during the 
crisis.

But Capitol Hill erupted in 
the week after the attending 
physician, facing questions 
from top GOP officials, said the 
health office did not have the 
means to perform instant virus 
tests on returning lawmakers.

On Saturday, Trump stepped 
in.

“There is tremendous 
CoronaVirus testing capacity 
in Washington for the Senators 
returning to Capital Hill on 
Monday,” Trump tweeted.

Ninety minutes later, Health 
Secretary Alex Azar tweeted 
that the administration would 
be sending three machines and 
1,000 virus tests to Capitol Hill.

In the rare joint statement, 
the congressional leaders said 
Congress will use the existing 
protocols from the Capitol 
physician “until these speedier 
technologies become more 

widely available.”
The haphazard approach — 

to testing, health guidelines 
and the broader reopening 
— is what Democrats say is 
inadequate in the Republican 
response to the crisis.

With more than 65,000 U.S. 
deaths due to the virus and 
30 million Americans suddenly 
unemployed, Democratic 
senators say the focus needs to 
be singular — to ease this crisis 
and prevent a second wave of  
infections.

“If  we’re going to go back, 
let’s do something about 
COVID,” Schumer said.

Instead, the agenda is 
focused on the president’s 
nominees. Among them is 
Justin Walker, a conservative, 
McConnell-backed pick to be 
a federal judge on the U.S. 
Courts of  Appeal in the District 
of  Columbia Circuit, which is 
seen as a stepping stone to the 
Supreme Court.

A nomination hearing also 
is scheduled for John Ratcliffe, 
the Texas Republican congress-
man who is Trump’s choice to 
lead the Office of  the Director 
of  National Intelligence.

Several committees will 
meet to debate issues related 
to the virus outbreak, includ-
ing the nominee for a new 
oversight commission. The 
Health Committee will hold a 
session on potential cures and 
the Commerce Committee a 
hearing on the airline industry.

Yet as much as the world 
has changed during the global 
pandemic, the Senate remains a 
place of  traditions.

Republican senators still 
plan to sit down for their 
regular luncheons, though the 
physician’s social distancing 

guidance limits them to three 
to a table. It was after one of  
their lunches in March that 
several senators went into 
self-quarantine because of  their 
exposure to fellow GOP Sen. 
Rand Paul of  Kentucky, who 
tested positive.

Democrats, who will meet for 
lunch over conference call, are 
assessing whether to appear 
in person for the committee 
hearings or dial in remotely.

The physician’s office 
sent guidelines late Friday 
encouraging Senate offices to 
minimize staff presence and 
reschedule any visitors who are 
visibly ill with “shaking chills” 
or “vomiting.”

Politically, operating the 
Senate even in a dimin-
ished capacity aligns with 
Trump’s effort to return to a 

sense of  normalcy.
It also draws a stark contrast 

with Pelosi’s House, its return 
date uncertain. Trump has 
mocked House Democrats as 
enjoying a “vacation.”

Republicans worry that 
support for Trump is drifting as 
he responds to the coronavirus, 
a drag on the GOP that threat-
ens McConnell’s majority. 
Confronting his own reelection 
in fall, McConnell is eager to 
show the Senate is working.

Drawing GOP senators back 
to Washington, McConnell can 
more directly involve them in 
the new round of  deliberations.

“I look forward to seeing my 
colleagues on Monday,” he said 
in a statement.

Senate risks a return but House stays away
Congressional 

leaders turn 

down Trump’s 

offer of the rapid 

coronavirus testing

AP FILE PHOTOS

In this April 9, photo Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, walks to the Senate chamber on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington. The Senate is set to resume Monday.

In this March 3, photo a hand sanitizer dispenser is placed just 
outside the floor of the U.S. Senate chamber after concerns 
about the coronavirus in Washington. 

Absolute Blinds Has A Window Treatment For You
Absolute Blinds is a family-owned and 

operated business running continually 

for three generations in Charlotte County 

since 2000. Absolute Blinds is one of the 

largest and most successful licensed 

window treatment companies in 

Southwest Florida. With honest pricing, 

vertical blinds made while you wait, 

free consultation from a professional 

decorator, and the best selection 

available, Absolute Blinds can fulfi ll all 

your window treatment needs. An array 

of verticals, wood plantation shutters, 

horizontals, mini-blinds, pleated shades, 

top treatments, cornices, draperies, Flair 

21’s ADO wraps and more are among 

its off erings. We off er remote control 

options. Absolute Blinds is a Graber 

dealer. If you need window coverings for 

home or offi  ce, Absolute Blinds is there 

to assist you with free estimates. Th e 

store is at 2842 Tamiami Trail, Port 

Charlotte. Past and present customers 

can like Absolute Blinds’ Facebook page. 

For more information, visit 

www.absoluteblinds.com or call 

941-627-5444.
Absolute Blinds 

2842 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

call 941-627-5444

Count on the Best Service at Dr. D’s Auto Repair
Call Dr. D’s Auto Repair for all your 

auto repairs. Owner, Mike True, and 

his staff  are all ASE certifi ed and they 

off er the fi nest full service repair in 

this area. Dr. D’s repairs all types of 

vehicles including motor homes and 

four wheelers.  At Dr. D’s you can 

count on the best service, diagnostics, 

repairs, replacement parts, etc. Only 

superior quality replacement parts are 

used and rates are very reasonable. 

With the computerized engine analysis, 

you can be assured that the service 

required on your vehicle is necessary. 

True is well known as an excellent auto 

mechanic and the business enjoys an 

excellent reputation.  Dr. D’s is located 

at 23415 Janice Avenue in the Whidden 

Industrial Park in Charlotte Harbor and 

the phone number is 941-743-3677. 

For the best service at a reasonable 

price, call or stop by Dr. D’s Auto 

Repair.
Dr. D’s Auto Repair, 

23415 Janice Avenue in the 
Whidden Industrial Park in 

Charlotte Harbor

Advertisement Advertisement

BUSINESS Journal

D OES YOUR BUSINESS QUALIF Y?  CALL 941-205-6406adno=3748680-1
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PORT CHARLOTTE
1700 Tamiami Trail

M-S 10am-5:30pm, Sun 11am-5pm   

941.624.5555

US 41 FORT MYERS 
5216 S. Cleveland Ave.

M-S 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm   

239.275.5555

BONITA SPRINGS 

3251 Woods Edge Pkwy.
M-S 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm   

239.495.1970

NAPLES NEAPOLITAN 
782 Neapolitan Way

M-S 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm   

239.261.8158

MARCO ISLAND 
816 Bald Eagle Dr.

M-S 10am-5:30pm, Sun closed  

239.394.1983

CAPE CORAL 
2134 Del Prado Blvd.

M-S 10am-5:30pm, Sun closed   

239.458.8550

RIVER DISTRICT FORT MYERS 
1651 Fowler St.

M-F 10am-4:30pm, Sat-Sun closed

  239.334.1121

® Copyright Bill Smith, Inc. 2020. All rights reserved. *See store for details. Finance offers available to approved applicants on retail sales only. Minimum or equal payments required. †Price Match Guarantee does not apply to internet quotes, companies in bankruptcy, outlet stores, warehouse-type reduced service companies, early-bird specials, limited time offers or limited quantity items. If you find an 
identical model in a carton from a local stocking dealer we will refund the difference. Factory rebates elegible on applicable models only. No dealers. Closeout specials in limited quantities. All models not at all locations. Prices valid through 5/3/20. Manufacturer rebates valid through date of Ad. See store for additional details.

18-Months No-Interest Financing
 Largest Brand Selection
 Company Owned Service Center

est. 1954
 Expert Advice. Always the Best Price BILL SMITH SERVICE CENTER 

Toll-free: 800.226.1127 
Lee: 239.334.1121

APPLIANCE PARTS 
Toll-free: 888.229.3862

 Family Owned & Operated since 1954
 141 1st Place Reader’s Choice Awards
 Lowest Price Guaranteed

During these uncertain times we’re committed to remain open, providing the  
essential products and services that our community needs now, more than ever.

 — Shop Your Way —
In Person:  

Virtually:  

 

Visit .

 

and we’ll deliver, install, remove and recycle your old Appliance or Television.  

 

your expectations are exceeded.

We believe now more than ever that together we stand stronger, and in unity we will rise above.

— 7 Southwest Florida Showrooms —

est. 1954

Appliances & Electronics

For over 66 years we’ve served Southwest Florida 
with integrity and reliability.

Founders
Bill & Mary Alice Smith

ad
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Quality Furniture & Interior Design
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EVACUATE
or

SHELTER IN PLACE
Hotels Closed?
Shelters closed?
Friends, Family Locked Down?

WHAT’S YOUR 

PLAN?
HURRICANE SEASON

STARTS IN 3 WEEKS

NO MONEY?
NO PROBLEM!

Enroll in Florida’s
P.A.C.E Program

For details call

9 4 1 - 6 2 5 - 2 2 9 5

S I NC E

2004
Protect Your Family, Home & Stuff

Full Service & Repair

Rebate Available for Your Old Panels

SAFELY MEASURING & INSTALLING
FROM THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME

Showroom: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F

2265 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte 33952

CALL FOR FREE APPOINTMENT

fi rst come, fi rst served

941-625-2295
Forcefi eldHurricane.com

1



$$$

$$$

HURRICANE SEASON 
STARTS IN JUST 

3 WEEKS!
• Be safe in your home. 

• No fear about evacuations

• Don’t be caught in the world’s 

  BIGGEST Parking Lot

• Bullet proof your home now

SINCE 
2004

SAFELY OBEYING ALL 
SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES

625-2295

ALL MEASUREMENTS 

FROM  THE OUTSIDE

All appointments 
offered on a fi rst come, 

fi rst served basis.
FREE WRITTEN 

ESTIMATE PROVIDED

CALL 
TODAY!

ad
no

=3
74
95
86
-1

FREE 
PERMIT 
IF YOU CALL TODAY 

Choose the Florida 

P.A.C.E. Program:

*NO UPFRONT COSTS

*TERMS UP TO 20 YEARS

1



adno=3749587-1

Since the eye of Hurricane Charley went over my 

Punta Gorda home sixteen years ago, Forcefi eld 

Hurricane has been in the business of protecting 

lives and property. 

 

Homes, condominiums, hospitals, hurricane 

shelters, nursing homes and schools and even 

the Department of Homeland Security are among 

those we are entrusted to protect. Believe me, we 

take these responsibilities very seriously.

 

It is that level of seriousness since 2004 that has 

allowed our fi rm to earn and maintain the A+ 

rating at the Better Business Bureau.

 

Emergency managers typically advise “Run from 
water, hide from wind.”  Another good emergency 

manager quote is “You don’t want to be at the 
back of the line to get into the biggest parking lot 
in the world.”  This is very sound advice.

 

If you are concerned about the investment 

needed to protect  your home, we have many 

different products available to meet every budget. 

Additionally Florida’s P.A.C.E. program can 

eliminate all of your up front costs. 

 

While there are many fi rms offering similar 

services, be sure to check them out with the BBB 

and validate their claims.

 

Trust must be earned.

 

Give us an opportunity to earn that trust & 

defend your home, making it safe & secure  with 

Forcefi eld products.

Harris Bowers, CEO

CALL FOR FREE APPOINTMENT 
fi rst come, fi rst served

941-625-2295
Forcefi eldHurricane.com

1



$$$

$$$

SAFELY OBEYING ALL 
SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES

625-2295

ALL MEASUREMENTS 

FROM  THE OUTSIDE

All appointments 
offered on a fi rst come, 

fi rst served basis.
FREE WRITTEN 

ESTIMATE PROVIDED

CALL 
TODAY!

Choose the Florida 

P.A.C.E. Program:

*NO UPFRONT COSTS

*TERMS UP TO 20 YEARS
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FREE 
PERMIT 
IF YOU CALL TODAY 

HURRICANE SEASON 
STARTS IN JUST 

 WEEKS!
• Be safe in your home. 

• No fear about evacuations

• Don’t be caught in the world’s 

  BIGGEST Parking Lot

• Bullet proof your home now

SINCE 
2004

1
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By KELLI KENNEDY  
and TAMARA LUSH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI — As restaurants in 
many Florida cities prepare 
to re-open on Monday under 
new pandemic rules set by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis, officials in 
some counties say a patchwork 
of  state regulations makes 
implementing the guidelines 
difficult.

Restaurants in all but three 
South Florida counties can 
reopen inside dining rooms at 
25% capacity. Outside areas are 
limited only by social distanc-
ing guidelines — tables 6 feet 
apart, with no parties of  more 
than 10 people.

Some businesses are already 
asking local officials for expan-
sion of  outdoor seating. In Lee 
County, for example, officials 
are allowing restaurants to 
place tables and seating in 
areas not previously allowed, 
such as parking lots. The 
relaxing of  those rules will 
remain in effect until five days 
after restaurants are able to 
operate at 100% capacity per the 
governor, according to the Fort 
Myers News-Press.

Even those Lee County 
restaurants that have kept 
serving through the pandemic 
have reported losses of  90% 
or more since the governor 
ordered dining rooms to close 
March 20.

“It’s so hot. Most people don’t 
want to be outside much right 
now,” said Betsy Barnwell, 
owner of  Farmers Market 
Restaurant in Fort Myers, 
told the newspaper. “But it’s 
something. We’ve got to start 

somewhere.”
Nadine Tarpley, who owns 

Oh Sooo Jazzy Salon outside 
Orlando, plans to stagger cli-
ents so there’s never more than 
one at a time. Instead of  having 
customers congregate inside 
before their appointments, 
they’ll have to wait outside and 
be notified via text when to 
walk in.

She’s also ordered dozens 
of  hand sanitizers, disposable 
capes and masks in case 
customers forget to bring 
their own. And she’s reserving 
Sundays and Mondays for 
elderly clients and people with 
underlying health conditions.

“My phone is ringing off the 
hook and it’s from my elderly 
clients,” said Tarpley. “We love 
our clients. They are like an 
extended portion of  our family. 
We want to keep them safe.”

Mary Chau said she wrote an 
extensive training protocol with 
new precautions for reception-
ists, nail technicians and other 
workers, saying training will be 
key to reopening her M.C. Spa 
and Nail Bar under the new 
normal.

DeSantis met with several 
salon owners near Orlando on 
Saturday, saying small things 
like being able to get a haircut 
will give people confidence 
about venturing out as a step 
toward a healthy society.

“Most of  the jobs are connect-
ed to smaller businesses so we 
absolutely have to keep them 
going,” he said.

In the Panhandle, Jennifer 
Parnell, spokesperson for the 
Flora-Bama Yacht Club in 
Perdido Key, says they can’t 
wait serve oysters and the bar’s 
signature Bushwhacker (a 
frozen milk-based cocktail with 
five types of  liquor) on Monday.

“It’s a new time for everybody 
and we’re trying to figure it 
out,” she said.

The solution, for now, is to ex-
pand the seating area onto the 

sandy beach, and keep tables 
on two outdoor seating areas 
in the main lounge. There will 
also be limited seating across 
the street at two other sit-down 
restaurants. The marina and 
liquor store are also open.

“We are in a unique position,” 
she said, noting that the bar is 
just feet from the Alabama state 
line. We “operate under Florida 
law. Florida is saying no condos 
can be rented, but restaurants 
can be open. In Alabama, 
condos can be rented, but no 
restaurants are open.”

It’s all an attempt to drag 
Florida’s dismal economy back 
toward pre-coronavirus levels. 
More than 800,000 people have 
filed for unemployment in the 
state since the crisis began, 
many of  them service workers 

or tourism industry employees.
Then there’s Miami-Dade, 

Broward and Palm Beach coun-
ties. They are excluded from 
DeSantis’ recent order because 
newly recorded coronavirus 
infections are still surging in 
those places.

In Miami, eager boaters start-
ed camping out Friday night for 
a chance to get into Blackpoint 
Marina to launch their boats 
on Saturday. The Miami Herald 
reports hundreds were turned 
away when the marina reached 
capacity before noon Saturday.

Florida has about 35,000 
confirmed cases of  the virus, 
resulting in more than 1,360 
deaths, according to the state 
Department of  Health on 
Saturday.

The Tampa Bay Times 

reported that Pinellas County 
Commissioners and Sheriff Bob 
Gualtieri expressed frustration 
with the way DeSantis issued 
the orders. The county’s admin-
istrator and Gualtieri spent five 
hours on Thursday working to 
interpret the sometimes vague 
rules.

The governor’s order said 
retail and store-front businesses 
can reopen, but only if  the local 
government allows it. They 
tried to approve as many as 
possible, including car washes 
and mobile dog groomers, the 
sheriff said.

“We’re trying to make every-
thing we can with this bucket 
of  mud,” Gualtieri told the 
paper. “Mobile dog groomers, 
go for it. Please, go get your dog 
washed.”

Restaurants scramble to re-open in Florida
Regulations make 

it difficult to 

implement new 

pandemic rules

AP PHOTO

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, left, laughs during a discussion about opening businesses such as 
barber shops and nail and hair salons as Jerry Demings, Orange County Mayor, center, and Dr. 
George Ralls, Medical Chief Quality Officer at Orlando Health listen during at a news conference 
Saturday in Orlando.

By JULIE PACE
AP WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF

WASHINGTON — Six months 
from Election Day, President 
Donald Trump’s prospects for 
winning a second term have 
been jolted by a historic pan-
demic and a cratering economy, 
rattling some of  his Republican 
allies and upending the play-
book his campaign had hoped 
to be using by now against 
Democrat Joe Biden.

Trump’s standing has 
slumped as the nation’s focus 
on him has intensified during 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
revealing an erratic and often 
self-absorbed approach to the 
crisis. The result: He’s losing 
ground in some battleground 
states with key constituencies, 
including senior citizens and 
college-educated men — all 
without his Democratic chal-
lenger having devoted much 
energy or money to denting the 
president.

“It’s Donald J. Trump versus 
the coronavirus and the recov-
ery,” said Scott Reed, the senior 
political strategist for the U.S. 
Chamber of  Commerce. “Biden 
is a sideshow.”

For some Republicans, the 
prospect of  an election that is 
almost wholly a referendum on 
Trump is unnerving. Though 
the president’s base remains 
loyal, a significant portion of  
GOP voters view him skepti-
cally on a range of  personal 
qualities. He pulled many of  
those voters to his side in the 
2016 election by drawing an ag-
gressive contrast with Democrat 

Hillary Clinton. He planned to 
do the same in 2020 with Biden, 
with the added tailwind of  a 
surging American economy.

Now, that economy is 
crumbling around Trump. A 
staggering 30 million Americans 
have lost their jobs in the past 
six weeks as businesses have 
shuttered due to stay-at-home 
restrictions aimed at contain-
ing the pandemic. One of  the 
president’s own economic 
advisers predicted nationwide 
unemployment could reach 20% 
by June.

When his back is against the 
wall, Trump often responds 
by lashing out at a political 
opponent, hoping to expose 
flaws that detract from his own. 
But with Americans consumed 
by the pandemic and economic 
uncertainty, Republicans close 
to the president and his cam-
paign say Trump’s team will 
struggle to break through with 
any attacks on Biden for some 
time. Instead, the public’s focus 
remains squarely on Trump 
and his handling of  the health 
and economic crises.

“Trump is completely 
dominating the public’s atten-
tion, and it’s not helping him,” 
said Alex Conant, a Republican 
strategist who advised Sen. 
Marco Rubio’s 2016 presidential 
campaign.

In public polling, the presi-
dent’s approval rating hasn’t 
dropped significantly since 
the fast-moving virus swept 
through parts of  the U.S. 
According to a poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 

conducted in late April, 42% 
of  Americans approved of  
Trump’s job performance. 
That’s about where it’s been for 
the past few months.

But both Democratic and 
Republican pollsters and strat-
egists say they are seeing signs 
of  weakness in critical states 
and demographic groups. Those 
findings are confirmed by some 
of  the Trump campaign’s own 
data. When briefed on campaign 
polling in recent days, Trump 
erupted in anger, according to 
several people with knowledge 
of  the conversation.

Private polling shows 
Trump in a weaker position 
in several pivotal states, in-
cluding Michigan, Florida and 
Wisconsin. He’s also sagging 
with senior citizens and college 
educated men, according to 
GOP operatives who have 
viewed recent polling. Some 
pollsters said they’ve seen signs 
that lower-educated women 
are also drifting away from the 
president.

Independents are largely ir-
relevant, the operatives said, but 
only because they had already 
abandoned the president before 
the pandemic. A half-dozen 
operatives and pollsters spoke 
on condition of  anonymity in 
order to discuss private data.

Trump’s campaign argues 
the dynamic will reset after 
the president and his team 
can unleash a full array of  
attacks on Biden, who became 
the presumptive Democratic 
nominee just as the pandemic 
began bearing down on the 
United States. Trump campaign 

aides say they see vulnerabili-
ties in Biden’s previous dealings 
with China and on his support 
for free trade agreements. The 
campaign is also eager to cast 
the 77-year-old Biden, who is 
four years older than Trump, as 
frail and past his prime.

“We have yet to begin to 
define him and we have six 
months to do that,” said Tim 
Murtaugh, Trump’s campaign 
spokesman.

Biden has played far more 
of  a supporting role in the 
nation’s politics since the crisis, 
appearing in news interviews, 
virtual fundraisers and online 
town halls from a television 
studio in the basement of  his 
home in Delaware. Most of  
the attention on him in recent 
days has focused on a nearly 
three-decade old sexual assault 
allegation brought forward by a 
former Senate staffer, a charge 
Biden has vigorously denied.

Given Biden’s uneven 
performance as a campaigner 
throughout the Democratic 
primary, some in the party 
are content to have the former 
vice president keeping a lower 
profile for now, though they 
know it’s not a dynamic that 
can sustain itself  as the Nov. 3 
election nears.

“It’s hard to break through 
right now when you’re cam-
paigning from your home,” 
said Geoff Garin, a Democratic 
pollster. “But we’re at the end 
of  April, not at the end of  
September and right now the 
focus rightfully is on Trump.”

Biden advisers insist their 
slow, but steady strategy is 

working. They point to a boost 
in fundraising and increased 
visibility for the campaign’s 
digital platforms, which has 
badly lagged Trump’s oper-
ation. Biden campaign aides 
also say they are bullish on the 
prospects of  winning states 
Trump carried in 2016, includ-
ing Florida and Arizona, and 
see the current conditions in the 
country putting more states into 
play.

“I am certain that states will 
be battleground states that 
haven’t been battleground 
states before,” Biden campaign 
manager Jen O’Malley Dillon 
said during a fundraiser Friday 
night.

Yet some Democrats, who 
have been eagerly anticipating 
this election since the day 
after Trump’s 2016 victory, are 
frustrated that their party’s 
presumptive nominee isn’t more 
of  a constant presence during 
this moment of  national crisis.

Yvette Simpson, the CEO 
of  Democracy for America, 
a progressive political action 
committee, said she wondered 
why Biden wasn’t more engaged 
in leading the discussions about 
what Democrats’ priorities 
should be in congressional 
rescue bills or what American 
health care coverage should 
look like at a time when many 
are losing employer-based 
insurance.

“There’s a great opportunity 
for our presumptive nominee 
and his team to step up and take 
the reins,” Simpson said. “He’s 
supposed to be able to lead on 
day one. Day one is today.”

A referendum election? Trump allies see risks
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COVINGTON, La. — As her desper-
ately sick daughter was being airlifted 
to a hospital, Jennifer Daly was 
thinking about all the parts of  life that 
still lay ahead for her 12-year-old and 
whether she’d ever experience them: 
Would she get to fall in love? Would 
she get the chance to get married and 
have her own children?

Driving across the causeway that 
separates the family’s home north 
of  Lake Pontchartrain from the 
New Orleans hospital where their 
daughter was taken — with what was 
later determined to be a coronavirus 
infection — she was forced to imagine 
a life without her Juliet.

“She’s the sweetest girl. She’s the 
sweetest girl in the whole world. And 
she does not deserve this. And I was 
praying to God ... just please, please 
help, please help me,” said Jennifer, 
speaking from the family’s Covington 
home Thursday, with her husband 
Sean and their now-recovered 
daughter.

As Juliet and her 5-year-old brother 
spar with each other using pool noo-
dles, it’s hard to imagine that just last 
month Juliet was fighting for her life. 
At one point she had a heart attack 
and doctors had to perform CPR for 
two minutes before she came back.

“I died and came back,” Juliet said.
Her coronavirus journey didn’t start 

with many of  the symptoms that have 
affected adults — breathing problems, 
for example. She had stomach pain 
and vomiting, and her mother, who’s 
a radiologist, thought maybe it was 
appendicitis or some type of  stomach 
problem. But Juliet’s lips were also 
turning blue and her limbs were cold.

Juliet quickly ended up in the 
emergency room of  the local hospi-
tal. There, she had a heart attack, 

underwent CPR, and was eventually 
airlifted to Ochsner Medical Center. 
Dr. Jake Kleinmahon was one of  the 
doctors who was there to meet her and 
care for her over the next 10 days.

“Juliet came in as one of  the sickest 
children we’ve taken care of  with 
COVID-19,” said Kleinmahon. The top 
chamber of  her heart was not working 
correctly with the bottom chamber, 
and she was developing “multisystem 
organ failure,” he said.

Kleinmahon said children with 
coronavirus infections often have 
different symptoms than adults, such 
as the abdominal problems Juliet 
had, or rashes in other cases. He said 
many children also have another virus 
besides the coronavirus and that was 
the case with Juliet.

For most people, the virus causes no, 
mild or moderate symptoms, but some 
suffer severe disease and even death.

Juliet was on a ventilator for four 
days, during which she was sedated 
and then was eventually able to 
breathe on her own. She was dis-
charged on April 15. The doctor said 
her heart function is now completely 
normal. Although she likely has a 
little trauma to her heart that should 

decrease over time, Kleinmahon 
expects she’ll have a “totally normal 
life.”

When she regained consciousness, 
her parents said she immediately 
worried about missing school. Her 
mother said that when she told Juliet 
what had happened, her eyes got as big 
as saucers.

“At first I was freaking out a lot,” 
Juliet said. And then she was worried 
about whether there were any lasting 
effects to her body.

Jennifer said she and her husband 
hadn’t known anyone who’d even 
been infected with coronavirus until 
their daughter became so drastically 
ill. If  they hadn’t gotten her to the 
hospital in time, they don’t know if  
she’d be alive today. She’s glad Juliet 
doesn’t remember those four days on a 
ventilator — days Jennifer will never 
forget.

“All she remembers is daddy telling 
her she’s going to go to sleep. ‘They’re 
going to put a tube down your throat. 
You’re gonna go on a helicopter ride. 
You’re gonna wake up in a new hos-
pital and mommy will be there’” said 
Jennifer. “Well, that’s what happened.”

HOUSTON (AP) — A Houston police 
helicopter crashed early Saturday, 
killing one of  the two officers on board 
and critically injuring the other, while 
assisting a call to search for bodies in a 
nearby bayou, officials said.

A pilot and tactical flight officer were 
aboard a police helicopter when it 
crashed at an apartment complex around 
2 a.m. They were flown to a hospital 
where the tactical flight officer died, 
police Chief  Art Acevedo said hours 
after the crash during a news conference 
where he was joined by the city’s mayor, 
Sylvester Turner.

The department the officer who died 
as Tactical Flight Officer Jason Knox. 
He is survived by a wife and two young 
children, who were at the hospital along 
with his parents and in-laws, Acevedo 
said.

“We’re going to miss him,” Acevedo 
said. “He had a heart of  gold, integrity 
second to none.”

No cause for the crash was giv-
en and Acevedo said the National 
Transportation Board and the Federal 
Aviation Administration would inves-
tigate while Houston police conduct a 
separate homicide investigation.

Acevedo noted that shots rang out 
across the street from the scene at 
around 3 a.m. and six people were taken 
into custody.

The crash investigation would explore 
whether the helicopter was struck by 
gunfire, Acevedo said, noting instances 
in his previous work in Austin and 
California when police helicopters were 
fired upon.

The pilot, Senior Police Officer Chase 
Cormier, was “very banged up,” and 
had serious injuries, but was conscious 
Saturday afternoon. There were no 
injuries to anyone on the ground at the 
apartment complex, a masked Acevedo 
told reporters.

The helicopter was supposed to assist 
with a search for bodies in a nearby bay-
ou, which was prompted by a tip that the 
police chief  characterized as “probably a 
bogus call — we don’t know.”

‘I died and came back’: 
12-year-old recovers from virus

Parents are overjoyed 

that their daughter 

has recovered from 

infection

AP PHOTO

Juliet Daly, 12, plays with her brother Dominic, 5, in their family home in 
Covington, Louisiana. A team of pediatric cardiology specialists found that 
Juliet had acute fulminant myocarditis (AFM), an uncommon heart condition 
that tends to present with sudden onset acute heart failure, cardiogenic 
shock or life-threatening arrhythmias.

1 Houston 
police officer 

killed, 1 injured 
in copter crash
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By LAURIE KELLMAN 
and BILL BARROW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — 
“Believe women” was 
never a call to believe all 
women automatically.

That’s what leading 
Democrats, including 
the prominent fi gures of  
the #MeToo movement, 
are suggesting as they 
stand behind former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
and his bid to unseat 
President Donald Trump. 
From House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi to the 
female senators who ran 
for president and promi-
nent Hollywood activists, 
they’re not backing down 
after Biden on Friday 
publicly denied a former 
aide’s accusation that he 
assaulted her in 1993.

“It never happened,” 
Biden said Friday on 
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe.” 
“Believing women means 
taking the woman’s claim 
seriously when she steps 
forward, and then vet it, 
look into it. That’s true in 
this case as well. ... But in 
the end, the truth is what 
matters, and in this case, 
the truth is the claims are 
false.”

It was largely the denial 
Democrats were hoping 
for.

Even so, there was 
a clear discomfort and 
perhaps resentment with 
being on defense on the 
issue while campaigning 
against a president 
accused by more than 
two dozen women of  
sexual misconduct. 
(Trump has denied the 
allegations.) Especially 
galling to some is the 
charge by Republicans 
that Democrats are giving 

Biden a pass they didn’t 
aff ord Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh when he 
denied Christine Blasey 
Ford’s accusation of  
sexual assault when they 
were teenagers.

Pelosi, the nation’s 
highest-ranking 
Democrat, recognized the 
maw and curtly stepped 
around it.

“I don’t need a lecture 
or a speech,” she said at 
her weekly news con-
ference as she cut into a 
reporter’s question about 
a double standard. “With 
all the respect in the 
world for any woman who 
comes forward, I have the 
highest regard for Joe 
Biden. And that’s what I 
have to say about that.”

Others have been less 
succinct. Actress and 
leading #MeToo activist 
Alyssa Milano sat behind 
Kavanaugh during his 
televised confi rmation 
hearings, a position she 
sought as a way to stand 
in “solidarity” with 
Blasey Ford.

But as Tara Reade’s 
allegations swirled 
around Biden and a party 
fi nally uniting around 
him, Milano penned an 
essay for Deadline.com in 
which she acknowledged 
“shades of  gray” and 
reiterated her support for 
the former vice president.

“Believing women was 
never about ‘Believe all 
women no matter what 
they say,’ it was about 
changing the culture of  
NOT believing women by 
default,” Milano wrote.

Karen Finney, a prom-
inent Democratic strate-
gist and message-maker 
who worked for Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 campaign, 
rejected the Kavanaugh 

comparison outright.
In the context of  

sexual assault allegations, 
Finney said “believe 
women” doesn’t mean 
accepting as fact any 
assertion, but instead 
means aff ording women 
the default credibility to 
take claims seriously.

“If  you start from the 
premise that this person 
is telling the truth, then 
you do the investigation 
and look at the facts,” 
she said, “and if  the facts 
tell a diff erent story, 
then that’s an important 
conversation to have.”

Biden’s supporters 
in the Senate, too, have 
stood by him, including 
some who challenged him 
for the nomination and 
are now said to be on his 
short list for a running 
mate.

But a few hours 
after his appearance 
on MSNBC, Trump’s 
campaign posted a video 
featuring many of  them 
— Kirsten Gillibrand 
of  New York, Kamala 
Harris of  California and 
Mazie Hirono of  Hawaii 
— saying in the past that 
female accusers should be 
believed.

The reel begins 
and ends with Biden 
and Clinton, the 2016 
Democratic nominee 
whose husband, Bill 
Clinton, was impeached 
in connection with his 
extramarital aff air with 
White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky. The 
Senate acquitted him, 
but the episode remains 
one of  the party’s fraught 
chapters in its advocacy 
for women.

Biden appeared 
Friday to recognize the 
need to reinforce his 
commitment.

During an evening 
virtual fundraiser with 
hundreds of  veterans 

from the Obama adminis-
tration, he addressed the 
matter again, repeating 
his assertions that 
Reade’s account “didn’t 
happen,” but explaining 
that his reaction doesn’t 
amount to hypocrisy be-
cause of  how Democrats 
have approached the 
#MeToo movement.

“My knowledge that it 
isn’t true does nothing 
to shake my belief  that 
women have to be able to 
be heard and that all the 
claims be taken serious-
ly,” Biden said. “It isn’t 
enough just to simply 
take my word for it and 
dismiss it out of  hand. 
Frankly, that shouldn’t 
be enough for anyone 
because we know that 
sort of  approach is how 
the culture of  abuse has 
been allowed to fester for 
so long.”

Unreleased document 
troves — Biden’s at 
the the University of  
Delaware and other 

Senate fi les at the 
National Archives — have 
raised questions about 
what might be found in 
them.

Reade told The 
Associated Press in an 
interview Friday that 
she had fi led a limited 
report at that time with a 
congressional personnel 
offi  ce that did not explicit-
ly accuse Biden of  sexual 
assault or harassment.

She said she described 
her issues with Biden but 
“the main word I used — 
and I know I didn’t use 
sexual harassment — I 
used ‘uncomfortable.’ And 
I remember ‘retaliation.’”

Reade says she doesn’t 
have a copy, and Biden 
said Friday that he was 
not aware that any com-
plaint against him exists. 
He asked the Senate and 
the National Archives to 
search their records to try 
to locate a complaint from 
Reade.

A dozen times during 

the MSNBC appearance, 
Biden said he knew of  
no complaint Reade had 
fi led against him and got 
somewhat mired in the 
details of  where such 
a document might be 
stored.

Biden was asked if  he is 
“absolutely certain” and 
“absolutely positive, that 
there is no record of  any 
complaint by Tara Reade” 
against him.

His answer was highly 
qualifi ed: “I’m absolutely 
positive that no one that 
I’m aware of, ever, was 
—been made aware of  
any complaint, a formal 
complaint, made by or a 
complaint by Tara Reade 
against me at the time 
this allegedly happened, 
27 years ago,” until he 
announced his campaign 
for president.

Then Biden tried again:
“I know of  no one who’s 

aware that any complaint 
was made.”

Believe women? Sure, say Democrats, but vet their claims
Democrats are standing behind 

presidential nominee Joe Biden

AP PHOTO

Tara Reade poses for a photo during an interview with The Associated Press in 
2019 in Nevada City, California.
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Gun-carrying pro-
testers have been a 
common sight at some 
demonstrations calling 
for coronavirus-related 
restrictions to be lifted. 
But an armed militia’s 
involvement in an angry 
protest in the Michigan 
statehouse Thursday 
marked an escalation 
that drew condemnation 
and shone a spotlight on 
the practice of  bringing 
weapons to protest.

The “American Patriot 
Rally” started on the 
statehouse steps, where 
members of  the Michigan 
Liberty Militia stood 
guard with weapons and 
tactical gear, their faces 
partially covered. They 
later moved inside the 
Capitol along with several 
hundred protesters, who 
demanded to be let onto 
the House floor, which 
is prohibited. Some 
protesters with guns — 
which are allowed in the 
statehouse — went to the 
Senate gallery, where a 
senator said some armed 
men shouted at her, 
and some senators wore 
bulletproof  vests.

For some observers, 
the images of  armed men 
in tactical gear at a state 
Capitol were an unsettling 
symbol of  rising tensions 
in a nation grappling with 
crisis. Others saw evi-
dence of  racial bias in the 
way the protesters were 
treated by police.

For some politicians, 
there was fresh evidence 
of  the risk of  aligning 
with a movement with 
clear ties to far-right 
groups.

Prominent Michigan 
Republicans on Friday 
criticized the showing, 
with the GOP leader of  
the state Senate referring 
to some protesters as “a 
bunch of  jackasses” who 
“used intimidation and 
the threat of  physical 
harm to stir up fear and 
feed rancor.”

President Donald 
Trump, who has been 
criticized in the past for 
condoning extremist 
views, called the protest-
ers “very good people” 
and urged Democratic 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer to 
“make a deal.”

Michigan has been the 
epicenter of  the political 
showdown over how to 
contain the spread of  
the deadly virus without 
decimating the economy. 

About a quarter of  the 
state’s workforce has filed 
for unemployment and 
nearly 4,000 people have 
died.

Rally organizer 
Ryan Kelley said the 
event was intended to 
pressure Republicans to 
reject Whitmer’s plan to 
continue restrictions on 
work and travel. He called 
the protest a “huge win,” 
noting the Republican-
controlled Senate refused 
to extend Whitmer’s 
coronavirus emergency 
declaration — though she 
said Friday her stay-at-
home order remains in 
effect.

Kelley, a 38-year-old 
real estate broker, said 
he and other organizers 
are not part of  a formal 
group but represent 
people who have been 
harmed by the stay-home 
order. He said he invited 
the Michigan Liberty 
Militia, which is listed 
as an anti-government 
group by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, to 
serve as “security.” He 
suggested anyone who 
had a problem with their 
presence should read the 
Constitution and “live life 
without fear.”

Gun-carrying protest-
ers outside state capitols 
are a regular occurrence 
in many states, especially 
in Republican-leaning 
ones. But rarely do such 
protests converge at the 
same time around the 
country like they have 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

In Wisconsin, about a 
dozen men, several wear-
ing camouflage, carried 
what appeared to be as-
sault rifles and other long 
guns and stood around a 
makeshift guillotine at a 
protest attended by about 
1,500 people. In Arizona, 
a group of  men armed 
with rifles were among 
hundreds of  protesters 
who demonstrated at 
the Capitol last month 
demanding Republican 
Gov. Doug Ducey lift his 
stay-home order. Many 
in the crowd also carried 
holstered pistols.

Gun groups have 
been involved in orga-
nizing several of  these 
protests — which drew 
activists from a range of  
conservative causes. Gun 

rights advocates believe 
the restrictions on some 
businesses and closure 
of  government offices are 
a threat to their right to 
own a gun, said Michael 
Hammond, legislative 
counsel for Gun Owners 
of  America, a group that 
bills itself  as the “no 
compromise” gun lobby.

Hammond said he 
routinely gets messages 
and emails from people 
around the country, com-
plaining that authorities 
are making it impossible 
to exercise their Second 
Amendment rights. In 
some cases, that has 
meant orders closing gun 
shops or gun ranges or 
offices shutting down that 
process permits.

But Shannon Watts, the 
founder of  Moms Demand 
Action, a gun-control 
group, considers these 
protests organized by 
the ultra-right and not 
necessarily reflective of  
most gun owners.

While it’s legal to 
openly carry firearms 
inside some state capitols, 
Watts called it “dangerous 
to normalize this. Armed 
intimidation has no place 
in our political debate.” 
She said those carrying 
guns at protests are 
almost always white men, 
and are “a vocal minority 
of  the country” that 

opposes the stay-at-home 
orders.

An overwhelming 
majority of  Americans 
support stay-at-home 
orders and other efforts 
to slow the spread of  
the virus, according to a 
recent survey from The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research.

The visual of  heavily 
armed protesters, mostly 
white men, occupying a 
government building to a 
measured response by law 
enforcement is a particu-
larly jarring one for many 

African Americans.
It draws a stark con-

trast to the images that 
emerged from Ferguson, 
Missouri, in 2014, when 
crowds of  unarmed, 
mostly black men, women 
and children took to the 
streets in protest after a 
white police officer shot 
and killed an unarmed 
black teenager named 
Michael Brown. Police 
shot tear gas to disperse 
the crowds, further 
inflaming the tensions 
between predominantly 
black community and 
law enforcement. It 

worsened when members 
of  an armed militia group 
called the Oath Keepers 
arrived, some of  them 
armed and sitting on 
rooftops. Jon Belmar, 
who was then St. Louis 
County’s police chief, 
said at the time that the 
presence of  the group, 
whose members wore 
camouflage, bulletproof  
vests and openly car-
ried rifles and pistols, 
was “unnecessary and 
inflammatory.”

“Systemically, black-
ness is treated like a more 
dangerous weapon than a 
white man’s gun ever will, 
while whiteness is the 
greatest shield of  safety,” 
said Brittany Packnett, 
a prominent national 
activist who protested in 
Ferguson.

The Michigan dem-
onstrators, she added, 
“are what happens when 
people of  racial privilege 
confuse oppression with 
inconvenience. No one is 
treading on their rights. 
We’re all just trying to 
live.”

Trump, meanwhile, 
suggested it was Whitmer 
who should be moved to 
action.

“The Governor of  
Michigan should give 
a little, and put out 
the fire,” the president 
tweeted Friday. “These 
are very good people, but 
they are angry. They want 
their lives back again, 
safely! See them, talk to 
them, make a deal.”

Michigan militia puts protest in the spotlight
Gun-carrying 

protesters have 

been a common 

sight at 

demonstrations

AP PHOTO

Protesters rally at the State Capitol Thursday in Lansing, Mich. An armed 
militia’s involvement in an angry protest in the Michigan statehouse Thursday 
marked an escalation that drew condemnation and shone a spotlight on the 
practice of bringing weapons to protest.

LAWN REPLACEMENT
CALL MALONEY'S 

SOD
No job too big or too small!

Serving you for 43 years!
Charlotte County 941-637-1333
Sarasota County 941-955-8327
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WE'RE 
OPEN

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. 
Limit one per household. Must be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does 
not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

 EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 

140 years of experience and offers  

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

 SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 

wide door, built-in safety bar and 

textured floor provides a safer bathing 

experience.

 PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY

 LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 

bath AND installation, INCLUDING 

labor backed by American Standard.

 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty! 

Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home  

Evaluation Will  

Be Scheduled 

At Your Earliest  

Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 

American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-855-905-3060
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/npsun

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs
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Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-941-621-9629

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF

ADDITIONALLY
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*DIY-36 MODEL IS NOT ENERGY STAR CERTIFIEDCALL 941-613-5563

“My wife and I are retired and 
spend most of our time in one area 
of our home.  We bought a 
MRCOOL® DIY Unit and installed as 
a supplemental unit.  We reduced 
the temperature on our central 
system and saved approximately 
$420 last year on our utility bill.”  
~ John I., Sarasota, FL.

Easy Do-It-Yourself Design

Simple to Use

Install in any room

Energy Efficient DC 
Inverter Technology

100% Sealed System

Eco Safe R-410A Refrigerant

Smartphone App Controls

Lifetime Technical Support

The MRCOOL DIY® Series heat pump is the only ductless 
mini-split system on the market explicitly designed for 
amateur installation. You don't need special tools or 

training to install this high efficiency heat pump.

MRCOOL DIY®

MINISPLIT

JUST ASK workswith the
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DISTANT RUMBLING: Lightning, NHL still in 
theoretical stage of bringing back hockey.  
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MLB

SUN PREPS ALL-DECADE SOFTBALL TEAM

COMMENTARY

By MARC TOPKIN
TAMPA BAY TIMES

No one can say yet what the 
2020 Major League Baseball 
season will look like.

There is too much that even 
top officials don’t know and, 
more importantly, don’t control 
regarding public health and 
safety aspects of  the coronavi-
rus spread, and governmental 
decisions on reopening states 
and cities.

They do know enough to be 
cautiously optimistic that there 
will be a season.

And — besides the absence 
of  fans, at least at the start — it 
might not look as radically 
different as previously thought.

“I’m more optimistic today 
than I was 10 days ago,’’ Rays 
manager Kevin Cash said 
Friday. “It sounds like there’s 
enough thought from so many 
different corners — players, 
owners, league officials — that 
the industry as a whole is 
really trying to put their heads 
together to make something 
come together for some sort of  
a season.’’

The next few weeks are con-
sidered critical, as the medical 
and societal impact of  reopen-
ing parts of  the country will 
dictate the league’s timetable.

The preferred plan would be 
to start play in late June or ear-
ly July with as many teams as 
possible playing in home parks, 

such as the Rays at Tropicana 
Field, while competing in 
their regular divisions with an 
abbreviated schedule of  at least 
80 games.

The Arizona scenario, in 
which all players and staff 
would essentially live and play 
in a colonized bubble, is much 
less likely. So, too, is having 
all teams play at spring sites 
and compete in Cactus and 
Grapefruit leagues. Other 
reports about having teams 
assigned to “hub” sites in 
Arizona, Texas and Florida, 
or realigned into three geo-
graphical divisions, are being 
downplayed or dismissed.

MLB, Rays begin planning re-opening process

TAMPA BAY TIMES PHOTO BY SCOTT KEELER

Tropicana Field, quiet for months, could host Rays games 
perhaps as soon as late June under one of many plans MLB is 
considering.

A friend of  mine texted me 
on Saturday afternoon wonder-
ing how desperate the country 
was for sports content. He said 
he had switched on ESPN only 
to find the national stone skip-
ping competition, which was to 
be followed by the cherry pit 
spitting competition.

Sadly, I had to inform him 
that it was part of  ESPN’s 
“The Ocho” bit. It’s kind of  
a joke on their part, in refer-
ence to the fictional ESPN8, 
which first appeared in the 
movie “Dodgeball,” and which 
features all kinds of  obscure 
competitions.

As states open up in varying 
degrees around the country, 
several of  the real life major 
U.S. sports announced plans, 
partial plans or leaked vague 
ideas about when they might 
return. Nearly everyone seems 

to indicate they’ll start without 
fans in the stands.

MLB
A variety of  ideas and plans 

have leaked out of  the last few 
weeks or so. The latest seems 
to involve coming back in late 
June or early July, possibly 
July 4, with most teams playing 
in their home parks. Whether 
it’s in special regional divisions 
or their regular divisions still 
seems to be up for grabs. The 
season itself  would have to be 
shortened, possibly cutting the 
162-game schedule in half.

NASCAR
Stock car racing’s governing 

body appears to be the furthest 
along and plans to be the 
first to return. NASCAR is 
scheduled to return on May 17 
at Darlington Raceway with a 
Cup Series race that will serve 
as the first of  seven races over 
an 11-day span at two different 
tracks. The May schedule 
includes the Coca-Cola 600 on 
Memorial Day weekend.

NBA
The NBA is perhaps the 

furthest from having concrete 
plans. ESPN reported last 

Monday that the league plans 
to reopen some of  its facilities 
on May 8, but a return to full 
practices remains a ways off. 
The NBA reportedly sent 
teams a memo Thursday night 
advising them not to arrange 
coronavirus tests for asymp-
tomatic players and staff.

NHL
The NHL finds itself  in 

a similar boat to the NBA, 
hoping to finish up its 2019-20 
regular season, but realistically 
lucky to get some version of  
a playoff format. The league’s 

By JACOB HOAG
SPORTS WRITER

Softball has had some strong 
years in our area with many 
teams making this decade one 
of  the best.

DeSoto kicked off the decade 
with three straight 20-win sea-
sons, reaching the Final Four in 
that span. Venice and Charlotte 
have been strong much of the 
decade and Lemon Bay has used 
two cores of  players to help 
reach regional finals.

Eight of  the 15 players on our 
list went on or are signed to play 
for a Division I program and one 
played on Team USA.

Two current players also 
made the cut. Lemon Bay 
outfielder Bailey Grossenbacher 
is a two-time Sun Player of  the 
Year and is signed to play with 
Florida International next year. 
Charlotte third baseman Alyssa 
Opsahl has made a career 
making exciting acrobatic plays 
on defense and will also play in 
college.

Our selections came from 
schools in our coverage area 
including: Venice, North Port, 
Lemon Bay, Charlotte, Port 
Charlotte and DeSoto County.

Some players that just 
missed the cut were Venice’s 
Mel Dembinski, Charlotte’s 
Abby Hayse and Lemon Bay’s 
Bayleigh Clemens.

Here is the Sun Preps All-
Decade Softball team:

BRANDI HAZEN, P, DESOTO COUNTY
During the golden years of  

DeSoto softball, Hazen was an 
elite talent. As just a sophomore 
in 2010, she recorded 45 RBIs 
at the plate and a 14-1 record 
in the circle. She had another 
37 RBIs as a junior and 50 as a 
senior. She went on to earn Sun 
Conference Player of  the Year 
honors at Weber International.

KATELYNN JOHNSON, INF/P, 
DESOTO COUNTY

Johnson made a strong duo 
with Hazen. She drove in 27 
runs as a freshman with 10 
complete games in the circle. 
She then led Lady Bulldogs 
in RBIs as a sophomore with 
44 and added another 27 as a 
junior.

ALYSSA OPSAHL, 3B, CHARLOTTE
Opsahl was an anchor for 

the Lady Tarpons. Between her 
sometimes acrobatic plays in 
the infield and timely hits at the 
plates, she’s helped Charlotte to 
46 wins entering her shortened 
senior season. As a junior, her 
last full season, she hit .425 with 
27 RBIs. She will play at Lake 
Sumter State College.

ADRIANNA SANDERS, SS/CF, 
CHARLOTTE

Sanders had a strong career 
for the Tarpons, including 
helping with a 13-12 win over 
Gulliver Prep, which had mul-
tiple undefeated seasons prior. 
She led the team as a senior 
with .566 batting average with 24 
runs scored.

Area had golden decade of softball
8 selections played 

Division I softball

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ATLANTIC SUN CONFERENCE

Former Venice softball player and recent Florida Gulf Coast University graduate Chelsea Zgrabik, shown here making a play at the 
plate last season, earned a spot on the 2014 National Fastpitch Coaches Association South Region Third Team.

SCOTT ZUCKER
Sports Editor

SEE RAYS, 7B

SEE DECADE, 8B

Sorting out who’s coming back when

SEE ZUCKER, 7B
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License# CAC1820328
The EPA ranks indoor air pollution as the 
Top 5 environmental danger! 
• The quality of indoor air can be up to 100X more polluted than outside air.

• You spend about 90% of your time indoors.

• We breathe in up to 2,400 gallons of air each day.

• 1/6 of allergy and asthma sufferers can directly tie their symptoms 

   to fungi, bacteria and dust in their HVAC systems and ductwork.

Keep Your AC Healthy and Clean!!

Call 941-467-4243 for more information, 
and to set up an appointment today!$399!Indoor Air Purifi cation 

Packages starting at...



N/E/P/C www.yoursun.com  |  The Sun  |  SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020    PAGE 7B

FLORIDA LOTTERY
www.flalottery.com

PICK 2  D-Day, N-Night

May 2N Late May 2D 5-8

May 1N 4-9 May 1D 3-3

April 30N 6-4 April 30D 1-6

PICK 3  D-Day, N-Night

May 2N .................................. Late

May 2D ................................ 9-2-9

May 1N ................................. 4-1-4

May 1D .................................0-4-4

April 30N ..............................4-6-1

April 30D ............................. 9-3-6

PICK 4  D-Day, N-Night

May 2N .................................. Late

May 2D .............................. 1-7-2-6

May 1N .............................. 1-7-5-4

May 1D ............................. 2-0-6-9

April 30N .......................... 2-9-2-7

April 30D ..........................7-3-9-0

PICK 5  D-Day, N-Night

May 2N .................................. Late

May 2D ......................... 0-8-6-3-7

May 1N .......................... 0-2-1-5-7

May 1D ............................ 1-7-8-1-3

April 30N ......................4-0-5-0-8

April 30D .......................6-9-7-4-8

FANTASY 5  

May 2 ..................................... Late

May 1 .................... 16-17-19-22-35

April 30 .................6-19-23-24-27

PAYOFF FOR MAY 2
3 5-digit winners .......$68,034.56

271 4-digit winners ...............$121

8,768 3-digit winners ........$10.50

CASH FOR LIFE
April 30 ................................. Late

Cash Ball ................................... —

May 1 ..................21-34-40-49-50

Cash Ball .....................................1

PAYOFF FOR MAY 2
0 5-5 CB ..........................$1,000/Day

0 5-5 ............................. $1,000/Week

2 4-5 CB ..................................$2,500

1 4-5 ...........................................$500

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY
May 1 .................4-10-12-13-26-31

April 28 .......... 20-22-31-33-35-37

PAYOFF FOR MAY 1
1 6-of-6 ............................... $900,000

29 5-of-6 .................................... $399

1,317 4-of-6  .................................. $21

LOTTO
May 2 ..................................... Late

April 29 ............ 7-16-25-33-43-46

April 25 .............6-12-16-27-30-44

PAYOFF FOR APRIL 29
0 6-digit winners .......$3.5 million

16 5-digit winners ............ $3,858

717 4-digit winners ................$64

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 
$3.75 million

POWERBALL
May 2 ..................................... Late

Powerball .................................. —

April 29 ................. 2-20-49-61-67

Powerball .................................20

PAYOFF FOR APRIL 29
0 5-5 + PB ..................$43 million

0 5-5 ............................. $1 million

0 4-5 + PB ......................$50,000

11 4-5 ....................................$100

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 
$51 million

MEGA MILLIONS
May 1 .................. 28-30-31-35-66

Mega Ball ..................................14

April 28 ................13-19-53-54-63

Mega Ball ..................................17

PAYOFF FOR MAY 1
0 5 of 5 + MB .......... $200 million

0 5 of 5 ......................... $1 million

0 4 of 5 + MB ................. $10,000

29 4 of 5 .............................. $500

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 
$215 million

HOW TO …
• Submit a story idea: Email 

sports@sun-herald.com or call 

941-206-1175. Must contain 

name, address and number.

• Report a high school result: 
Call 877-818-6204 or 941-206-

1175.

• Report an error: Call the 

sports department at 941-206-

1175 or email sports@sun-herald.

com.

SUNCOAST  
SPORTS NOW
When news breaks, you can 

find it at www.yoursun.com.

Like us and share our 

photos on Facebook:

facebook.com/

SunPreps

Follow us on Twitter

for live updates

and breaking news:

 @Sun_Preps

CONTACT US
Scott Zucker: Sports editor

scott.zucker@yoursun.com 

Jacob Hoag: Staff writer

jacob.hoag@yoursun.com

Vincent Portell: Staff writer

vportell@venicegondolier.com

Email: sports@sun-herald.

com

Fax: 941-629-2085

Here are some of  the issues 
that do need to be settled:

SCHEDULE
The basic premise is to play 

as many games as possible no 
matter when they start, which 
could include scheduled double-
headers, perhaps seven innings. 
There also is some desire to 
expand the postseason field, 
which would generate more 
national TV money. That has to 
be balanced with weather con-
cerns of  playing into November 
(unless the league opts for a 
neutral-site World Series) and 
into flu season as the potential 
of  not finishing the playoffs is a 
concern. Are 80 games enough 
for the regular season? 100? Are 
the playoffs expanded from 10 
teams to 14? Or 16? Would the 

league dare try an NCAA-style 
tournament?

LOGISTICS
With teams competing in their 

regular-season stadiums, players 
would live at home with their 
families. Visiting teams could 
travel as usual, on chartered 
planes and buses, and stay in 
hotels, asked to follow the local 
social-distancing protocols but 
not quarantined. Travel could 
be reduced, such as by limiting 
teams to playing in their own 
divisions and the corresponding 
geographical divisions, with the 
Rays mostly playing American 
League East opponents, plus the 
National League East teams.

TESTING
MLB officials know for any 

plan to work they have to be able 
to regularly test players, staff, 
umpires and others allowed 

into stadiums. They also know 
they can’t appear to be cutting 
in line to get the tests ahead of  
hospitals or government agen-
cies. Testing could be mandatory 
initially, then for cause, using 
more basic daily protocols, such 
as in Korea where players have 
their temperatures recorded 
multiple times, including on 
their way into the stadium.

ROSTERS
The general consensus is that 

players want to get going and 
could be ready after two to three 
weeks of  a “spring” training, 
which would also be held in 
home cities for most teams. So 
maybe a mid-May announce-
ment for players to start getting 
ready and an early June opening 
of  camps? Rosters are certain to 
be expanded beyond the planned 
26. Teams will need extra bodies, 
especially pitchers, given the 
abbreviated build-up period and 

condensed schedule. It is un-
likely there will be a traditional 
minor-league season, so teams 
will want extra players available 
in case of  injury or illness. 
There could be a taxi squad or a 
development program at spring 
sites. If  so, does top prospect 
Wander Franco make the cut if  
the Rays carry 30 active players? 
33? Or could he be among 10-20 
players in a training program?

FINANCES
Players agreed in March to 

get paid their set salaries on a 
prorated basis based on games 
played. Owners say that deal was 
struck assuming fans would be 
in the stands, which accounts for 
roughly 40% of  local revenues, 
and now want players to take a 
further cut. The simplest solu-
tion may be a revenue-sharing 
plan, first between the teams, 
then at a set percentage with the 
players.

RAYS
FROM PAGE 6B

By DIANA C. NEARHOS
TAMPA BAY TIMES

The NHL desperately 
wants to finish its 2019-20 
season, but going from 
theoretical plan to practi-
cal is a sticking point.

The league’s Return 
to Play Committee (com-
prised of  players, as well 
as players association and 
league representatives) met 
Wednesday and outlined a 
vague blueprint for players 
to return to training facili-
ties in “mid-to-later May.”

The NHL also asked that 
players who have left their 
team’s cities think about 
returning, given that they 
might need to quarantine 
for 14 days. That could 
be challenging with the 
border between the United 
States and Canada still 
closed to nonessential 
travel, and European travel 
also remains uncertain.

Even if  teams are able to 
start small-group activities 
sometime this month, 
games will not follow 
quickly. The size of  the 
groups allowed likely will 
be determined by city or 
state officials.

So, why bother?
Because the NHL needs 

the playoffs.
Going without the ticket 

and concession profits is 
already a hit for a league 
with less-lucrative TV 
contracts. But there is 
still money on the table 
from the playoff-specific 
sponsorship and TV deals 
— The Athletic’s Pierre 
Lebrun estimated $350 mil-
lion to $500 million.

The NHL also has 
already gone without a 
championship once in the 
past 20 years (the 2004-05 
season didn’t happen due 
to a lockout). That’s one 
black mark, and it doesn’t 
want another if  it can be 
avoided.

Here’s what likely needs 
to happen to ensure this 
season isn’t lost:

CONDITIONING
Most players have not 

gone this long without 
skating. It has been 52 days 
since they were allowed in-
side NHL rinks. They don’t 
even go that long in the 
offseason. In a recent video 
conference call, Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said 
different scenarios — 
such as whether small 

groups can get on the ice 
before an official training 
camp — will affect how 
much time players need to 
prepare physically. “You 
have to train their skating 
muscles again that haven’t 
been used,” he said. “It’s 
going to take some time. 
How much time, I don’t 
know, but it’s going to be a 
gradual process.” Players 
have said they’ll need at 
least two to three weeks 
to get ready. They’ve been 
in limbo and are trying to 
stay in shape the best they 
can.

REGULAR-SEASON 
RESUMPTION

Players like Lightning 
defensemen Ryan 
McDonagh and Victor 
Hedman have made clear 
a preference for playing 
regular-season games 
before jumping into the 
playoffs, which would be 
in the second round now 
if  the season hadn’t been 
interrupted. The league 
needs games to even out 
the standings, and the 
players need games to 
get back into the flow of  
hockey. As for when games 

can be played, it’s looking 
like July at the earliest.

LOCATIONS
States are just starting 

to relax restrictions, with 
Florida opening some 
businesses Monday. The 
current concept calls for 
playing games at about 
four regional sites, of  
which Tampa could be 
one. Multiple teams would 
co-exist at each site in a 
metaphorical bubble made 
up of  hotels, arenas and 
practice rinks.

LOGISTICS
Players have raised 

concerns about being away 
from their families for 
months if  the bubble theo-
ry is advanced. The league 
would need a way to isolate 
players and team staffs, 
in addition to bare-bones 
arena staff, on- and off-ice 
officials and the hotel staff 
that caters to the players. 
Regular health monitoring 
seems likely, as long as 
tests are available in that 
quantity without taking 
them from the high-risk 
population.

By RICK STROUD
TAMPA BAY TIMES

Virtually nothing is going to stop the NFL 
from preparing for the 2020 season. That 
became evident after the league recently held 
seven rounds of  the draft remotely.

But even as it vows to release a full 16-game 
schedule by May 9 and plans to begin the 
regular season the weekend after Labor Day, 
there are signs that even the powerful NFL is 
privately accepting it has no immunity to the 
consequences of  COVID-19.

Under normal circumstances, the preseason 
schedule would be out by now. So, too, would 
the list of  international games in London and 
Mexico. NFL commissioner Roger Goodell 
recently directed staff furloughs, salary reduc-
tions and cuts in the league’s pension plan as a 
brace for an economic downturn.

What the NFL has going for it is plenty of  
time on the clock, the longest countdown to 
kickoff in contrast to other pro sports leagues.

While there have been reports suggesting 
the NFL is considering contingency plans 
that include delaying the start of  the regular 
season, an abbreviated schedule and even 
moving back Super Bowl 55 in Tampa several 
weeks, optimism remains high that the Super 
Bowl will go on as scheduled.

“We’ve been in constant communication with 
the NFL, and we’re totally focused on Feb. 7, 
2021,” said Rob Higgins, executive director of  
the Tampa Bay Super Bowl 55 host committee.

More than 50 percent of  the league’s revenue 
comes from television, the rest from corporate 
sponsorships and ticket sales. The last thing 
the NFL wants to become is the No Fan League. 
But concessions must be made.

Among the likely changes:

TRAINING CAMP
If  the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention still has rules to prohibit large 
gatherings or includes distancing measures, it 
is unrealistic to invite fans to attend practice. 
Players, coaches, trainers and support staff 
must have a way to be tested almost daily, at 
least initially. Many teams are used to housing 
players in a hotel during training camp, so 
creating a virus-free environment away from 
family and friends may be necessary. The 
league would have to decide what happens to a 
player who tests positive for COVID-19. Does he 
stay in isolation for two weeks? What about the 
other players and coaches he came in contact 
with?

PRESEASON GAMES
They’re useful tools for evaluation, but not 

necessary, so it won’t be surprising if  the 
league cancels them. Teams may decide to 
conduct joint practices as they have done in the 
past.

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
The league will need to make allowances 

for a possible abbreviated season. Divisional 
contests will be backloaded. The non-confer-
ence and interdivisional matchups will occur 
in the early weeks, preferably one home and 
one away. If  need be, the NFL could chop off 
blocks of  games or move them to the end of  
the schedule as conditions require. Each of the 
first four weeks would have to include alter-
nating home-and-away games for each team, 
so if  games are cancelled, the NFL maintains 
the competitive balance by going from 16 to 14, 
then 14 to 12 games.

FANS
If  fans are allowed into stadiums for games 

at all, there likely will be a temperature 
check upon entry. Seating configurations may 
change. If  there is general seating, will social 
distancing need to be maintained, meaning 
fewer seats available? The NFL also could 
restrict attendance to suite or club seat holders, 
which are more contained environments.

NFLNHL

Here’s hoping 
NFL doesn’t 
stand for ‘No 
Fans League’

NHL still in theoretical 
stage of hockey returning

TAMPA BAY TIMES PHOTO

An oversized Adirondack chair, with images of Tampa 
Bay Lightning stars Nikita Kucherov and Andrei Vasi-
levsky, is illuminated in Amalie Arena’s Thunder Alley, 
which is usually filled with fans on game days.

Return to Play Committee, which is 
made up of  players, players association 
executives and league officials, met on 
Wednesday and came up with a general 
plan for players to return to training 
facilities in “mid-to-late May.” The league 
also asked that players who have left 
their team’s cities think about returning, 
given that they might need to quarantine 
upon arrival.

NFL
The NFL benefits from having its 

regular season begin the furthest date 
from the nationwide shutdown of  any 

major sports. The league is expected to 
reveal its complete 2020 schedule later 
this week. It is expected to begin on Sept. 
10 as planned and feature the traditional 
16 games as usual. The NFL has yet to 
address the fan issue.

PGA
Golf  is scheduled to return in mid-June 

with the Charles Schwab Challenge in 
Fort Worth, Texas. The tournament is 
expected to run from June 11-14, almost 
exactly three months after the Tour 
halted play of  The Players Championship 
at TPC Sawgrass.

Email Sports Editor Scott Zucker at scott.
zucker@yoursun.com and follow him on 
Twitter @scottzucker.

ZUCKER
FROM PAGE 6B
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KENDALL CHAVARRIA, C/RF, 
CHARLOTTE

Chavarria was a pure ath-
lete. She helped Charlotte to 19 
wins and a regional semifinal 
appearance as a senior in 
2016. She drove in 32 runs in 
her final two seasons before 
accepting a track and field 
scholarship from Ole Miss.

JULIE DEDRICK, P, CHARLOTTE
Dedrick led the Lady 

Tarpons further than they 
had ever gone before in her 
time with Charlotte. She went 
24-10 over her final three 
seasons, including a 10-2 
mark in 2016. She capped her 
career with seven wins and 12 
complete games as a senior.

CHELSEA ZGRABIK, C, VENICE
Arguably the top prospect 

to come out of the program, 
Zgrabik was also a member 
of the 2010-11 USA Softball 
Junior Women’s National 
team, earning gold medals 
in the 2010 Pan American 

Championships and 2011 
World Championships while 
playing at FGCU. A 2010 
graduate, she broke records 
for home runs, slugging per-
centage and batting average 
while she played for the Lady 
Indians.

NIKKI KOVALSKY, P, VENICE
Kovalsky had one of the 

more impressive seasons 
Venice has seen. She went 20-4 
with a 1.37 ERA and a school 
record 278 strikeouts. She also 
batted .407 and went on to be a 
starter at Young Harris.

CARLY ROSA, SS, VENICE
Rosa, much like her sister 

Antonia a few years later, was 
a standout offensive and de-
fensive player. As a senior, she 
hit .395 with four home runs, 
putting her second all-time in 
school history. She went on to 
play at Florida Atlantic.

BAILEY GROSSENBACHER, OF, 
LEMON BAY

Grossenbacher is a two-time 
Sun Player of the Year and 
had a shot at a three-peat if  
not for the shortened season. 

Grossenbacher hit .548 with 
21 RBIs and 41 runs scored 
while striking out three times 
in 73 at bats as a junior and 
leading the Lady Mantas to 
the regional final.

BROOKE CARVEY, P, LEMON BAY
After a rough freshman 

season, Lemon Bay never won 
less than 18 games during her 
final three seasons, winning 
63 games in that span. Known 
for her ability to pound the 
zone, Carvey went on to play 
for Jacksonville State after 
high school.

BROOKE CLEMENS, C, LEMON BAY
Clemens was a standout 

hitter for the Lady Mantas, 
consistently belting homers. 
She was a three-time  All-Area 
selection and signed to play 
at the University of Florida 
and won a national title before 
transferring to FGCU.

KYLIE MURRAY, INF, NORTH PORT
North Port had a strong sea-

son in 2017 with a 15-10 record. 
Murray was a strong offensive 
presence for the Lady Bobcats 
throughout her career. In nine 

games uploaded to MaxPreps, 
Murray hit .406 with six RBIs 
as a senior, earning an all-area 
selection.

KALI BARNHILL, P,  
PORT CHARLOTTE

A strong pitcher for the 
Lady Pirates, went on to 
win the first conference title 
since 2005 at Edward Waters 
College, along with two other 
local standouts.

MORGAN COSLOR, C,  
PORT CHARLOTTE

A prep softball standout, 
Coslor played for Sterling 
College in Kansas before 
traveling to play profession-
ally in Taiwan following her 
college graduation. In college, 
she hit over .300 for her career, 
batting in the middle of the 
lineup and had a perfect 
fielding percentage as a 
catcher. She now coaches the 
Lady Pirates.

Email Jacob Hoag at jacob.
hoag@yoursun.com and 
follow him on Twitter 
@ByJacobHoag.

DECADE
FROM PAGE 6B

SUN FILE PHOTO

Lemon Bay’s Brooke Clemens catches 
the final out of a regional playoff game.
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The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 

the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 

3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

The AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an 

exclusive index of eff ective temperature based on eight 

weather factors.
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POLLEN INDEX

PORT CHARLOTTE

Temperatures

MONTHLY RAINFALL

SEBRING

Totals are from a 24-hour period ending at 5 p.m.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Possible weather-related delays today. Check 

with your airline for the most updated schedules.

 Hi/Lo Outlook Delays

AIRPORT City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

FLORIDA CITIES

WEATHER HISTORY

VENICE

WEATHER TRIVIA™

Punta Gorda

Englewood

Boca Grande

El Jobean

Venice

Cape Sable to Tarpon Springs

Tarpon Springs to Apalachicola

 Wind Speed Seas Bay/Inland
 direction in knots in feet chop

 High Low High Low

MARINE

TIDES

 Cold Warm Stationary Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

 Fronts Precipitation

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

SUN AND MOON
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U.S. Extremes

 Minor Major Minor Major

The solunar period schedule allows planning 

days so you will be fi shing in good territory or 

hunting in good cover during those times. Major 

periods begin at the times shown and last for 1.5 

to 2 hours. The minor periods are shorter.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

SOLUNAR TABLE

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 

are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Port Charlotte

Englewood

Fort Myers

Myakka City

Punta Gorda

Lehigh Acres

Hull
Arcadia

Longboat Key

Placida

Osprey

Limestone

Venice

Sarasota

Boca Grande
Cape Coral

Sanibel
Bonita Springs

North Port

Tampa

Bradenton

Bartow

Brandon

St. Petersburg

Wauchula

Lake Wales

Frostproof
Apollo Beach

Clearwater

Ft. Meade

THE NATIONTODAY / TONIGHT

Sunny and 

beautiful

Clear

HIGH 89° LOW 63°
0% chance of 

rain
0% chance of 

rain

Partly to mostly 

sunny and pleasant

88° / 63°
5% chance of rain

MONDAY

Plenty of sunshine

91° / 65°
5% chance of rain

TUESDAY

Mostly sunny and 

pleasant

89° / 68°
10% chance of rain

WEDNESDAY

Partly sunny and nice

89° / 68°
20% chance of rain

FRIDAY

Brilliant sunshine

91° / 65°
15% chance of rain

THURSDAY

67 80 92 95 93 86

Air Quality Index readings as of Saturday

Main pollutant: Ozone

Punta Gorda through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 0.00”

Normal month to date 0.10”

Year to date   7.36”

Normal year to date 9.73”

Record 1.45” (1976)

High/Low 86°/55°

Normal High/Low 87°/63°

Record High 95° (1975)

Record Low 53° (1999)

Sebring through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

High/Low 83°/54°

Venice through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 0.00”

Normal month to date 0.09”

Year to date   5.58”

Normal year to date 11.16”

Record 1.45” (2014)

High/Low 82°/59°

Normal High/Low 84°/64°

Record High 95° (2011)

Record Low 52° (1999)

Pollen Index readings as of Saturday

Month 2020 2019 Avg. Record/Year
Jan. 1.23 3.77 1.80 9.93/2016

Feb. 2.11 2.89 2.43 11.05/1983

Mar. trace 1.01 3.28 9.26/1970

Apr. 4.02 2.21 2.03 5.80/1994

May 0.00 5.80 2.50 15.98/2018

Jun.  11.31 8.92 23.99/1974

Jul.  13.64 8.22 14.22/1995

Aug.  7.92 8.01 15.60/1995

Sep.  0.92 6.84 14.03/1979

Oct.  6.60 2.93 10.88/1995

Nov.  2.35 1.91 5.53/2002

Dec.  3.41 1.78 6.83/2002

Year 7.36 61.83 50.65 (since 1931)

 Today Mon.

Apalachicola 79 65 s 80 66 s

Clearwater 84 67 s 83 68 pc

Daytona Beach 85 63 s 88 63 s

Fort Lauderdale 83 68 s 86 69 s

Gainesville 88 58 s 88 60 s

Jacksonville 88 59 s 89 62 s

Key Largo 82 72 pc 83 70 s

Key West 83 74 pc 84 74 s

Lakeland 88 62 s 90 64 s

Melbourne 82 64 s 85 65 s

Miami 84 69 pc 88 70 s

Naples 87 68 s 86 69 s

Ocala 87 59 s 87 60 s

Okeechobee 85 62 s 87 64 s

Orlando 88 62 s 91 63 s

Panama City 78 66 s 79 68 s

Pensacola 80 64 pc 81 64 s

St. Augustine 83 62 s 86 64 s

St. Petersburg 86 66 s 85 67 pc

Tallahassee 87 59 s 88 61 s

Vero Beach 82 62 s 86 64 s

West Palm Beach 82 66 s 86 68 s

Today 1:42p 7:18a --- 7:32p

Mon. 1:06a 8:00a 2:01p 8:29p

Today 12:19p 5:34a 11:43p 5:48p

Mon. 12:38p 6:16a --- 6:45p

Today 11:07a 4:11a 10:48p 4:26p

Mon. 11:27a 4:50a 11:56p 5:25p

Today 12:15a 7:47a 2:14p 8:01p

Mon. 1:38a 8:29a 2:33p 8:58p

Today 10:34a 4:13a 9:58p 4:27p

Mon. 10:53a 4:55a 11:10p 5:24p

 ESE 4-8 1-2 Light

 S 3-6 1-2 Light

Ft. Myers 90/68 sun none

Punta Gorda 90/63 sun none 

Sarasota 85/66 sun none 

Full

May 7

Last

May 14

New

May 22

First

May 29

Today 4:09 p.m. 4:18 a.m.

Monday 5:15 p.m. 4:58 a.m.

Today 6:48 a.m. 8:03 p.m.

Monday 6:47 a.m. 8:03 p.m.

Today 2:52a 9:05a 3:18p 9:31p

Mon. 3:38a 9:51a 4:04p 10:17p

Tue. 4:24a 10:37a 4:50p 11:03p

PUBLICATION DATE: 05/3/20

WORLD CITIES
 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Amsterdam 60 44 pc 59 40 pc

Baghdad 95 66 pc 102 78 pc

Beijing 84 57 pc 74 51 c

Berlin 61 43 sh 58 37 c

Buenos Aires 67 58 pc 67 53 pc

Cairo 87 66 pc 90 64 pc

Calgary 55 37 pc 51 34 sh

Cancun 88 75 pc 89 77 s

Cape Town 66 50 pc 71 54 pc

Caracas 88 76 pc 88 76 pc

Dublin 56 38 pc 55 42 pc

Halifax 54 41 pc 49 36 r

Kiev 67 52 t 65 50 t

London 61 46 r 63 44 pc

Madrid 84 57 pc 88 57 s

Mexico City 83 54 pc 84 55 s

Montreal 67 45 pc 53 35 sh

Moscow 72 51 pc 70 55 sh

New Delhi 101 77 pc 99 78 pc

Paris 65 52 sh 71 52 pc

Rio de Janeiro 76 67 pc 77 66 s

Rome 75 53 s 71 51 s

St. John’s 45 31 r 45 30 c

San Juan 88 75 s 87 76 pc

Sydney 67 50 s 66 55 s

Tokyo 74 63 pc 69 64 sh

Toronto 68 38 pc 53 33 pc

Vancouver 56 43 r 60 46 sh

High   100° at Midland, TX Low   22° at Utica, MT

(For the 48 contiguous states yesterday)

77°

Ronald Reagan’s horse, Sinbad the Sailor, 

was struck and killed by lightning on May 

3, 1982, at Kanab, Utah.

Q: What was the longest life span of a 

tornado?
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Forecasts and graphics provided by 

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

 Today Mon.

 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Knoxville 82 59 pc 77 57 pc

Las Vegas 91 65 s 89 67 s

Little Rock 81 64 pc 84 66 pc

Los Angeles 76 57 s 80 58 s

Louisville 73 50 t 75 54 pc

Memphis 80 65 pc 81 67 pc

Milwaukee 69 38 pc 46 39 c

Minneapolis 67 40 pc 60 46 r

Montgomery 86 61 s 86 62 s

Nashville 83 59 pc 79 63 pc

New Orleans 83 63 pc 84 66 pc

New York City 76 55 pc 64 47 pc

Norfolk, VA 83 63 s 74 54 s

Oklahoma City 77 61 s 87 62 s

Omaha 77 54 pc 61 48 c

Philadelphia 76 57 sh 66 46 pc

Phoenix 96 71 s 95 72 s

Pittsburgh 69 43 sh 57 37 s

Portland, ME 61 46 pc 58 43 sh

Portland, OR 61 41 r 65 45 pc

Providence 71 53 pc 63 43 pc

Raleigh 85 62 s 79 54 s

Rapid City, SD 72 45 t 56 36 r

Salt Lake City 70 46 pc 64 45 s

St. Louis 70 53 r 72 55 t

San Antonio 92 68 pc 92 68 pc

San Diego 73 59 pc 74 60 s

San Francisco 62 48 pc 65 50 s

Seattle 57 40 r 62 46 pc

Washington, DC 74 57 t 68 48 pc

Albuquerque 87 55 s 86 54 s

Anchorage 52 42 s 52 39 pc

Atlanta 83 63 pc 84 65 pc

Baltimore 74 54 t 67 46 s

Birmingham 85 64 pc 83 65 pc

Boise 62 39 c 68 46 s

Boston 69 53 pc 61 44 pc

Buff alo 64 41 pc 52 35 c

Burlington, VT 72 46 c 53 38 c

Charleston, WV 74 50 r 70 48 pc

Charlotte 86 61 s 83 58 pc

Chicago 71 39 pc 52 40 pc

Cincinnati 67 47 t 69 50 pc

Cleveland 72 43 pc 53 39 pc

Columbia, SC 89 63 s 88 62 pc

Columbus, OH 68 46 r 63 43 pc

Concord, NH 75 47 pc 62 40 sh

Dallas 91 71 s 92 69 s

Denver 76 45 pc 70 42 s

Des Moines 77 51 pc 64 50 pc

Detroit 73 42 pc 58 40 pc

Duluth 51 31 s 49 33 pc

Fargo 57 39 s 52 40 r

Hartford 76 51 pc 63 41 pc

Helena 61 35 pc 62 37 c

Honolulu 84 72 s 84 72 pc

Houston 87 69 pc 88 72 pc

Indianapolis 68 46 r 66 50 pc

Jackson, MS 85 62 pc 84 63 s

Kansas City 70 52 pc 65 50 t

A: 7 hours and 20 minutes from Illinois 

into Indiana on May 26, 1917

WE REDUCE THE IMPACT
of storms, energy costs, and insurance

AND MAKE AN IMPACT
in our community 888-962-7283 | StormSmart.comS SS S
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You Get My Seal 
of Approval!

Hey Little Sis,
My niece and nephew are 
awesome kids–because 
of YOU.
Wishing you an extra 
special Happy Mother’s 
Day this year!

Love ya, 
Your Big Sisteradno=SP1944

Mother’s day is Sunday, May 10, 2020
Share what makes your MOM so special.

Reserve your tribute by May 5  •  Call 941-206-1212 or email calendar@yoursun.com

SUN Newspapers will help our readers 
honor all mothers, wives, grandmothers,

 new moms and even dog moms! 

ONLY $25
Includes a color photo and

 message of 40 words or less
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Area hospitals improved 
or maintained their safety 
grades, according to the non-
profit hospital rating service 
The Leapfrog Group.

Englewood Community 
Hospital continued its run 
of  straight As, while Fawcett 
Memorial Hospital in Port 
Charlotte raised its grade 
from a C to a B in the new 
ratings, released this week.

Bayfront Health Port 
Charlotte received a fourth 
straight C, while Bayfront 
Health Punta Gorda got its 
third consecutive C.

The hospital safety grading 
system is a public service pro-
vided by The Leapfrog Group, 
“an independent nonprofit 
organization committed to 
driving quality, safety, and 
transparency in the U.S. 
health system,” its website 
states.

Leapfrog assessed 2,600 
acute-care hospitals for 
hospital safety based on 
errors, accidents, injuries 
and infections. Of  those 
hospitals, 33% earned an A, 
25% got a B, 34% received a 
C, 7% were rated a D and just 
under 1% got an F. Leapfrog 
gets data from the hospitals 
through a survey, and from 
the U.S. Centers for Medicare 

Area 
hospitals 
maintain 

or improve 
safety grades

By SUE ERWIN & BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITERS

Many retailers can open 
Monday at 25% capacity, but 
not everyone is ready to make 
the move.

Serena Wyckoff, co-owner 
of  Copperfish Books in Punta 
Gorda, said after a lot of  
thought and discussion they’ve 
decided to take a wait-and-see 
approach, and will not open the 

sales floor for now.
“We will continue to offer 

contactless pickup, free local 
delivery, and of  course, ship-
ping services,” Wyckoff said. 
“You can still call us for recom-
mendations, to find out what’s 
new, and to place an order. 
We’ve missed our customers 
and look forward to welcoming 
you back to a safe environment 
for you and for us.”

Employees are in the store 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to answer 
the phone, receive shipments 
and prepare orders. For more 
information, call 941-205-2560.

The Port Charlotte Town 
Center mall does not appear to 

be opening Monday.
“Port Charlotte Town Center 

is focused on providing a safe 
and enjoyable reopening expe-
rience and plans to announce 
an official date soon,” General 
Manager Barbara Roche said 
in an email responding to the 
Sun’s inquiry. “We are inspired 
by the resilience of  our com-
munity and we look forward 
to safely welcoming back our 
guests.”

Movie theaters are not among 
businesses allowed to reopen.

Retail giant TJX, which 
owns Marshalls, TJ Maxx, 
HomeGoods and HomeSense, 
said it is implementing a host of  
new protocols before reopening 

with no specified date. The 
company advised checking with 
individual stores.

The Massachusetts-based 
company closed stores in nine 
countries as well as its online 
shopping sites, distribution 
centers and offices several 
weeks ago, TJX President Ernie 
Herman said in a press release 
that also said:

“For our associates, we are 
prepared to follow newly estab-
lished health protocols, provide 
personal protective equipment, 
and implement social dis-
tancing working practices. In 
our stores, we are installing 
Plexiglass partitions near ca-
shiers, adding social distancing 

markers in our queue lines, im-
plementing new processes for 
handling merchandise returns, 
and instituting new cleaning 
regimens, including enhancing 
cleaning of  high-touch surfaces 
throughout the day.”

Some locally owned busi-
nesses, however, are ready to 
reopen Monday, also with new 
protocols.

The Lofty Fig, a gift store on 
U.S. 41 near Midway Boulevard 
in Port Charlotte, was allowed 
to stay open because it sold 
soap and offered shipping, pro-
prietor Geri Joseph said. But 
she decided to close to be safe. 

Back in business for some, but not others
Some retail 

operations are 

ready to roll

SEE BUSINESS, 4C

SEE CHILDCARE, 4CSEE HOSPITALS, 4C

By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — The wait 
ends Monday.

Sort of.
Florida eases its COVID-19 

restaurant restrictions 
Monday. Owners may allow 
25% capacity, in and outdoors.

Which is wonderful news for 
North Port owners and staff 
enduring the shutdown.

“Finally … we’re very 

excited,” said Meredith Tully, 
a server at the yet-to-be opened 
Bocca Lupo Coal Fired Pizza at 
the West Villages Marketplace 
in North Port.

Her boss was relieved, as 
well. Angela Stinnett in the 
beginning had pictured a sure 
thing: Bocca Lupo Coal Fired 
Pizza stores in Port Charlotte 
and North Port were doing 
great.

The Bocca Lupo she would 
co-manage at the West Villages 
Marketplace was likely a home 
run. Situated near prosperous 
neighborhoods and the Atlanta 
Braves CoolToday Park off 
Tamiami Trail in North Port 
with a Publix store in the same 
complex, the stars seemed 
aligned.

But then came COVID-19. 
Beside Bocca Lupo, other 
shops at the West Villages 
Marketplace either run at half-
throttle or await COVID-19’s 
demise.

Publix, the Marketplace’s 
anchor, has hovered over the 
mess as a sort of  brooding hen.

“We were coming out here 
and taking over,” said Stinnett, 
Bocca Lupo’s West Villages 
assistant general manager. The 
family run company is based 
in Port Charlotte. “But we 
haven’t even opened the front 
door,” she added, standing 
outside.

“But we’re chugging along, 
day by day.”

Restaurants return Monday, enduring COVID-19’s shutdown
New Bocca 

Lupo braved the 

pandemic to  

begin operations

PHOTO PROVIDED

Alexis Katoke, left, Angela Stinnett and Taylor LaFountain run 
takeout Wednesday at the Bocca Lupo Coal Fired Pizza at the 
West Villages Marketplace in North Port.SEE RESTAURANTS,  4C

By JACOB HOAG
STAFF WRITER

Stephanie Young has been 
in the childcare business for 15 
years. Her schools have battled 
recessions and hurricanes, but 
this pandemic has hit her hard-
er than any challenge before.

Young is the owner and di-
rector of  The Young Children’s 
Academy in Englewood and, 
like many other preschools 
and daycare centers, has faced 
a set of  unique obstacles with 
the spread of  COVID-19 forcing 
new procedures and shutdowns 
across the nation.

Guidelines handed down 
from the state continue to 
change and financial burdens 
grow by the day as facilities like 
Young’s fight to stay open until 
it’s just not feasible.

“It’s very stressful,” Young 
said. “We were open in the 
beginning, but enrollment fell 
to only eight to 10 kids. We 
decided to stay outside most of  
the day as it’s safer, but it was 
very hot and the children were 
bored. Then it got to the point 
where I didn’t have enough 
staff.”

The preschool closed on 
April 3 as mounting challenges 
made it impossible to continue 
business.

Parents began pulling 
students and as staff members 
began coming into contact with 
people possibly affected by the 
virus, they began to self-quar-
antine, leaving a skeleton crew 
to care for the children.

Prior to shutting down, the 
facility adopted many new 

Childcare facilities facing financial 
challenges amid shutdown

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Academy of Little Achievers in Charlotte Harbor shut down on March 19.
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“You will receive my 

undivided attention 

from start to fi nish.  
No substitutes.”

Comprehensive Skin Cancer Exam • Skin Cancer Surgery 

• Cosmetic Removals • Mole, Wart, Tag & Cyst Removals • Acne 
• Rosacea • Psoriasis (UVA, UVB) • Allergies • Eczema  • Hives

• Skin Rashes • Hair & Nail Diseases • Sclerotherapy • Skin Rejuvenation 

& Nutrition Counseling • Anti-Aging And Longevity

Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center
3280 Tamiami Trail, Suite 20 | Port Charlotte

941-625-2878 | www.TotalSkinCareCenter.net

TOTAL SKIN CARE SPECIALIST

41 Years of Dedication

Dr. Stephen Chiarello, 
MD PA 

Board Certifi ed In Dermatology 
And Internal Medicine Most Insurances Accepted.



PAGE 2C SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

The Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests:

John Joseph Hollister, 
37, Springfield, Maine. 
Charges: possession of  
more than 20 grams of  
marijuana, possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 

possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, disorderly 
intoxication, and violation 
of  probation. Bond: $9,000.

Christopher Andrew 
Moore, 59, 700 block of  
Boundary Blvd., Rotonda 
West. Charge: violation 

of  a domestic violence 
injunction. Bond: $500.

Robert Andrew Clark, 
32, 300 block of  Vitario 
Ave., Punta Gorda. 
Charge: felony battery or 
domestic battery by stran-
gulation. Bond: $1,000.

Sean McHugh Baer, 39, 
7000 block of  Coco Plum, 
Punta Gorda. Charges: 
two counts of  possession 
of  a controlled substance 
without a prescription, 
and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: 
$12,000.

David Richard Lorber 
Jr., 26, 500 block of  
Cooper St., Punta Gorda. 
Charges: two counts of  
possession of  a stolen 
credit card, possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, grand theft 
and three counts of  
fraudulent use of  credit 

cards. Bond: $32,000.
Michael Frederick 

Radil, 44, Mango St., 
Punta Gorda. Charge: 
possession of  a firearm 
or weapon by a convicted 
felon. Bond: $7,500.

Noah Leon Carlson, 
39, 8100 block of  Gewant 
Blvd., Punta Gorda. 
Charge: out-of-county 
warrant. Bond: $5,000.

Katie Rose Boungiorno, 
33, 24000 block of  
Buckingham Way, Port 
Charlotte. Charges: two 
counts of  possession of  
a controlled substance 
without a prescription, 
and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: 
$12,000.

Caroll Medeline 
Jean-Reye, 37, 1400 
block of  Kensington St., 
Port Charlotte. Charge: 
battery. Bond: $1,000.

Ronald Patrick 
McDonald, 57, 1600 

block of  Sharpe St., 
Port Charlotte. Charge: 
battery. Bond: $500.

Ryan Noel-Jeune, 22, 
22000 block of  Lancaster 
Ave., Port Charlotte. 
Charge: petty theft. Bond: 
$1,000.

Anthony Eugene Smith 
Jr, 21, Palmetto, Florida. 
Charges: driving without 
a valid license, possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  metham-
phetamine with intent 
to sell, and out-of-county 
warrant. Bond $5,500.

Cody Austin Hall, 23, 
Fort Myers. Charges: 
possession of  less than 
20 grams of  marijuana, 
possession of  drug para-
phernalia, and failure to 
register motor vehicle. 
Bond: $5,000.

Jessica Dianne Bobish, 
33, Fort Myers. Charges: 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 

prescription, possession 
of  cocaine, and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. 
Bond: $12,000.

Uduin Roberto Espino 
Ordonez, 32, Fort Myers. 
Charge: driving without a 
valid license. Bond: none.

Daniel Michael 
Robinson, 2000 block of  
Georgia Ave., Englewood. 
Charge: battery. Bond 
$2,500.

Archie Lewis 
Barnes, 56, 1000 block 
of  Crestwood Road, 
Englewood. Charge: DUI. 
Bond $3,000.

Dallas Giovanni 
Evans, 21, Beaufort, 
South Carolina. Charges: 
possession of  more than 
20 grams of  marijuana, 
possession of  drug para-
phernalia and resisting an 
officer without violence. 
Bond: $5,500.

Compiled by Sue Erwin

POLICE BEAT

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
ENGLEWOOD COMMUNITY EDITOR

ENGLEWOOD — Got quar-
antine fatigue? Lemon Bay High 
School drama students have the 
answer.

For 90 minutes today, stu-
dents are performing live on 
the Lemon Bay High School 
Facebook page the performance 
of  “10 Ways to Survive Life in a 
Quarantine” — a play made for 
social distancing.

“The entire show is a come-
dy,” said LBHS theater teacher 
Sarah Ballard-Richardson. “It 
shows the student’s decline into 
the madness of  being cooped up 
for over a month.”

Ballard-Richardson is excited 
there were more than 600 views 
and about 400 likes of  the play 
Friday night when they opened 
the three-day performance. The 
play can’t be reshared and each 

performance must be deleted 
due to copyright laws, Ballard-
Richardson said.

“It’s full of  handy solutions 
from putting on a musical 
with your dog to becoming 
an announcer for a made-up 
sport, to falling in love with an 
inanimate object,” she said. “It’s 
written by Don Zolidis especial-
ly for actors to perform online.”

Ballard-Richardson said 
students auditioned by sending 
in a video and 20 student actors 
and one student “virtual” stage 
manager were selected for the 
show.

“We practiced on Zoom as 
a group for the first week,” 
she said. “Then students were 
given partners to rehearse with 
virtually (FaceTime, or what-
ever platforms they wanted to 
use). Last week, I had one-on-
one coaching sessions with the 
students. This week was tech 

week, where we all rehearsed 
together again, and we added in 
the technical elements of  sound 
effects, music and entrances/
exits.”

This is the first time students 
attempted a virtual show.

“Yes, it has been an exten-
sion of  our new journey into 
distance learning,” Ballard-
Richardson said.

When school begins again, 
the students will begin practic-
ing for “The Addams Family.”

“It’s still happening,” she 
said. “We have postponed the 
show to Oct. 29-Nov. 1, which 
coincides with Halloween which 
will be incredible. “Addams 
Family” will be our fall show. 
We are also doubling our 
productions next year. After 
“Addams Family,” there will be 
three more shows (Dec. 11-13, 
Feb. 11-14 and April 15-18). We 
look forward to performing in 

person again.”
To watch “10 Ways to Survive 

Life in a Quarantine” visit 
the Lemon Bay High School 

Theatre page at 2 p.m. today.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

Students perform virtual play at 2 p.m. today

PHOTO PROVIDED

Lemon Bay High School Theater students auditioned for the 
play “10 Ways to Survive Life in Quarantine.” They will perform 
on Facebook live again 2 p.m. today.
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By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
ENGLEWOOD COMMUNITY EDITOR

ENGLEWOOD — Debbie 
Formolo’s signs for heroes 
started as a tribute to first 
responders.

For weeks, the Overbrook 
Gardens resident spent her 
days delivering yard signs to 
Englewood homes and busi-
nesses where frontline workers 
live and work. She put some 
up at Charlotte County EMS 
Station 13 and some more at 
the Heritage Oaks senior living 
facility.

On April 9, she unveiled 
“A Hero Lives Here” signs. 
Now she’s planning on join-
ing Englewood Chamber of  
Commerce’s Englewood Salutes 
program in partnership for 
Nurses Week next week.

The chamber is celebrating 
Englewood Salutes Nurses/
Hospital week with a “car-
pool parade” at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday at Englewood 
Community Hospital, 700 
Medical Blvd. The public is 
invited to bring balloons, signs 
and cards.

Following the parade, 
Formolo and other supporters 
will cheer on as Lighthouse 
Grill food truck gives pre-pack-
aged lunches to hospital staff.

Formolo is selling the hero 
signs for a $10 donation with $4 
of  it going toward buying the 
lunches for frontline workers.

“It cost $6 per sign, so I can 
donate the rest to help with 
the fundraiser,” she said. “We 
would like to sell as many signs 
and see them in yards all over 
the area.”

About 100 have already been 
delivered.

Formolo said her husband, 
Todd, is the inspiration for 
creating the signs.

“My husband is a retired 
detective lieutenant and fire 
lieutenant and now runs an as-
sisted living facility,” she said. 
“I see how stressful it is on our 
first responders, healthcare and 
grocery store workers — and 
the list goes on — that I wanted 
to show appreciation for all 
those who are working to keep 
us and those we love safe.”

While riding her bike during 

the quarantine, Formolo saw 
handmade and professionally 
made signs.

“I wanted to start an initia-
tive as a simple gesture thank-
ing our local heroes who save 
lives daily,” she said. “Since 
my design skills are lacking, I 
found the clip art free on the 
internet and came up with the 
design.”

She ordered 75 signs as a 
“thank you” to the community. 
Then she reached out to Kim 
Parks, membership director at 
the Englewood Chamber, and 
Brian Faro and Amber Craft of  
Paradise Exclusive Real Estate.

“Amber’s husband, Bob, was 
one of  the first signs I placed 
— and the Crafts have been a 
tremendous help,” Formolo 
said.

Formolo is taking orders 
on the A Hero Lives Here 
Facebook page and donations 
through PayPal or Venmo. 
Signs can be delivered or picked 
up, whatever works.

“If  we can’t deliver them 
directly, we can arrange to have 
a sign picked up,” she said. “It’s 

been an overwhelming success 
so far.”

Anyone interested in the pa-
rade at Englewood Community 
Hospital should begin lining 
up at 11 a.m. Donations 

can also be made through 
EnglewoodSalutes.com.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

Lawn sign fundraiser to help first responders

PHOTO PROVIDED

A sign was placed in front of Englewood Area Fire Control 
District headquarters thanking first responders.

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

Senior students may not 
have photos of  themselves 
in caps and gowns holding 
diplomas in hand while 
surrounded by friends. Some 
will have a different image 
in mind when it comes to 
celebrating their high school 
graduation.

Families of  graduating 
seniors from Charlotte, 
DeSoto and Sarasota schools 
have been placing signs and 
posters on their front lawns to 
recognize members of  the class 
of  2020.

Nickolson’s Portrait Studio 
in Port Charlotte has been 
making and delivering senior 
yard signs for students in 
Port Charlotte, North Port, 
Englewood and DeSoto County 
since last week. 

Tammy Grueber is a second-
generation small business 
owner in Charlotte County. 

She inherited her father’s 
photography business, and 
for the past month, she’s been 
using her creativity to keep the 
business alive.

“As a small business that 
has been closed for more than 
three weeks now, I am looking 
for ways to survive just like 
everyone else,” Grueber said. 
“A group of  professional 
photographers from all over 
the country came up with the 
idea to fill a need for parents 
wanting to celebrate their 
seniors.”

Grueber delivered her first 
orders earlier this week and 
she already has more ready to 
deliver.

“This is a great opportunity 
to recognize your senior,” 
said Cara Reynolds, Charlotte 
County School Board 
District 1.

The company also does 
eighth-grade and fifth-grade 
graduation signs.

“This has been such a tough 
year for everyone,” Grueber 
said. “We all feel for our 
seniors, the activities they are 
missing ... it is heartbreaking. 
We’re all looking for ways for 
the seniors to know how much 

we love them and this is a 
wonderful way to honor them.”

The 18-inch-by-24-inch signs 
cost $25 and are double-sided 
so they can be viewed from 

either direction.
When you place an order 

online at www.nickolsons.com 
it will ask for the student’s 
name and school. If  you’d like 
to add a picture with your 

order, email it to studio@
nickolsons.com.

Email: sue.erwin@yoursun.com

Celebrating 2020 seniors while social distancing
Yard signs 

 spread cheer for 

class of 2020

PHOTO PROVIDED

Families of seniors at Charlotte, DeSoto and Sarasota schools have been placing signs and 
posters on their front lawns to recognize members of the class of 2020.

By WARREN RICHARDSON
SUN CORRESPONDENT

SARASOTA — While exact 
numbers won’t be available 
until the end of  this month, 
Sarasota County budget staff 
members are running models 
to evaluate the scenarios each 
one presents for the county.

That information is also 
needed for May 21 when county 
commissioners will hold their 
first workshop devoted to devel-
opment of  the fiscal year 2021 

budget, and possible changes 
for the remaining five months 
of  the current budget.

The county — 
like many of  its 
cities this week 
— acknowledges 
COVID-19 will 
impact revenues, 
especially tourist 
development 
taxes, gas taxes 
and penny sales 
tax.

“We’re looking at anything 
we can do that’s not service-lev-
el,” Chief  Financial Officer 
Steve Botelho told commission-
ers in April.

That included limiting or 
curtailing travel for training 
and hiring for only critical 
positions. A landscaping 

refreshment project around the 
administration center was also 
halted.

Commissioners decided in 
April to put on hold a proposed 
referendum this November on 
the creation of  a special mental 
health dependent district for at 
least a year. That district would 
have been funded by an in-
crease in the county’s property 
tax millage.

Commissioners indicated 
they had no stomach for plac-
ing an additional tax burden 
given the current situation.

Capital projects, largely fund-
ed by the penny sales tax, will 
likely get a close examination 
by commissioners at the May 21 
workshop.

Botelho said last month that 
staff “has stopped anything that 

might not be critical,” adding 
that commissioners would 
get a full report during the 
workshop.

As to property taxes, the 
source for most of  the money 
in the county’s general fund, 
those are not affected by the 
pandemic as tax bills went out 
last fall and most of  that money 
has already been collected.

But in one bit of  good news, 
the county learned Thursday 
a soon-to-be-issued capital 
improvement bond has received 
an AA+ rating from Fitch and 
S&P Global rating services. 
That follows the AAA rating 
both services gave the county’s 
Legacy Trail bonds last month.

In both instances, the rating 
services cited their views as to 
the county’s overall economic 

health as well as the county’s 
strong reserve position.

“These strong ratings are a 
great accomplishment, especial-
ly as our organization contin-
ues to navigate the uncertainty 
related to COVID-19,” County 
Administrator Jonathan Lewis 
said in a news release.

The county has $194 million 
socked away in its various re-
serve funds including $20.8 mil-
lion in an economic uncertainty 
fund, although some of  those 
funds are restricted as to their 
usage. Only the general fund is 
the most unrestricted as to its 
usage.

Email: jondaltonwr@gmail.com

Sarasota County weighs budget impacts from virus
Workshop will 

look at financial 

numbers of 

COVID-19

BOTELHO

Each week we’ll narrow down 
the number of competing canines 

in bracket-style rounds.   

in Education

100% of the 
proceeds will 

go to the SUN’s 
“Newspapers in 

Education” Program

View all the photos 
and vote now at 

Dogs.YourSun.com

ad
no

=
37

48
65

5-
1

Voting for this round will end at 
midnight on Wednesday, May 6.

Results will be published on 
Wednesday, May 13.



PAGE 4C SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

STAFF REPORT

Florida Gulf  Coast University 
plans to hold its first virtual 
commencement ceremony 
today.

“Even though we can’t 
come together to recognize 
the accomplishments of  our 
spring graduates, we believe 
it’s important to celebrate this 
milestone and give our under-
graduate and graduate students 

an opportunity to share the 
moment with their families and 
friends,” FGCU President Mike 
Martin said.

The ceremony is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. today through the 
school’s website.

“To kick off the virtual 
event, the university mailed 
tassels and mortarboards to the 
soon-to-be-graduates. In total, 
920 seniors, some wearing their 
new apparel, opted to take a 

photo or record a video that 
will be included in the event,” 
according to a press release 
issued Saturday.

“Each graduate’s photo or 
video clip will be combined 
with a commencement speech 
by President Martin and other 
inspiring video content. This 
will create a virtual walk across 
the stage for each graduate, all 
of  whom will be able to keep 
this video and share it online. 

The graduates choosing not to 
personalize the ceremony will 
also be acknowledged on the 
site.”

Martin is expected to address 
the pandemic while remaining 
positive.

“If  there’s one thing I am 
certain of  in these uncertain 
times, it’s that I am immensely 
proud of  the class of  2020. You 
have risen to unprecedented 
challenges this semester,” 

Martin says in a portion of  his 
speech released Saturday. “You 
have shown, and continue to 
show, fortitude, flexibility and 
an intrepid nature that will 
serve you forever. This illus-
trates your ability to adjust to 
changing times and situations, 
a quality that will serve you 
well in whatever career you 
pursue.”

FGCU preps for virtual commencement

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

Trulieve, Florida’s largest 
licensed cannabis company has 
been plotting new ways to serve 
patients while maintaining 
the “Safer at Home Order” 
guidelines set out by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis.

The company serves more 
than 300,000 patients in Florida, 

with a local office located at 
4120 Tamiami Trail in Port 
Charlotte.

Dr. Dan Smith, an anesthesi-
ologist who operates Liberate 
Medical Marijuana Physician 
Centers in Port Charlotte, said 
the company has shifted to de-
livery only, and locations were 
only allowing one person in the 
store at a time, until Florida’s 
safer-at-home order took effect.

“We’re trying to be as 
cautious as possible since some 
of  our patients are dealing with 
multiple ailments including 
dealing with problems of  their 
compromised immune sys-
tems,” Smith said.

He said the company is 

offering telehealth for existing 
patients who are looking to 
schedule re-certification visits, 
but new patients will still be 
required to come in to the office 
and meet with the doctor.

Smith has noticed an influx 
of  orders over the past few 
weeks.

“Many patients are dealing 
with anxiety and stress over 
what is happening in the world 
right now,” Smith said.

Trulieve has also waived 
their normal $15 delivery fee for 
patients 65 or older for a limited 
time.

An emergency order to 
re-certify existing patients 
remained in effect until April 

15. That order is being extended 
until May 8.

Diane Barrett lives and 
regular gets her medical 
products from Harvest House 
of  Cannabis in North Port.

“I was worried they were go-
ing to close for a while because 
of  so many places being shut 
down due to the coronavirus,” 
Barrett said. “I was happy to 
find out there are still open sev-
en days a week. The employees 
are very friendly and helpful 
there and they always make 
sure I get everything I need.”

Other companies that make 
medical cannabis are also 
changing the way they do 
business.

Joe Bayer, President of  
Curaleaf, stated in a press 
release that the first operating 
hour of  each day is now priori-
tized for patients and customers 
60 years of  age or older.

“We’re offering free delivery 
statewide and drive-thru pickup 
is available,” Bayer said. “We 
are also requiring additional 
hand-washing breaks and hand 
sanitizing as well as increasing 
the frequency and oversight of  
daily cleaning, including wipe 
downs of  high touch surfaces 
and common spaces.”

Email: sue.erwin@yoursun.com

Cannabis clinics shifting how they handle business
Medical marijuana 

companies plot 
new ways to serve 

patients

On Monday, however, she will 
be open by personal appoint-
ment. She will be working with 
one customer at a time, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. To make an appointment, 
call 941-883-2948.

Joseph’s fiance, Karl Vice, 
owns Infinity Diamonds nearby 
on U.S. 41. He had to layoff his 
one employee, but he and that 
person will be back in business 
Monday through Saturday. 
With 1,000 square feet of  space, 
he believes customers can 
maintain their distance. There 
also is hand sanitizer stationed 
throughout the store.

During the shutdown, Vice 
said he has been buying gold 

and other precious jewelry 
from people who found them-
selves out of  work and in need 
of  cash.

“Gold is actually pretty high 
right now,” he said, advising 
potential sellers to read online 
reviews of  buyers and look for 
longstanding community ties.

Goodwill’s retail stores 
opened Friday. The Punta 
Gorda store had a 40-person 
limit, an employee there said, 
and shoppers were within that 
number.

Businesses that counted on 
big gatherings, like Balloon 
Excitement of  Port Charlotte, 
still struggle as large gather-
ings are banned. Proprietor 
Robin Taylor said she is learn-
ing how to market directly to 

individuals, for example, selling 
birthday balloon yard displays. 
She is hoping for high school 
graduation sales now.

Teresa Benes, owner of  
Strawberry Moon Home Decor 
and Gifts in North Port, is 
excited to report that her shop 
will be reopening on Monday.

She will provide hand 
sanitizer for customers while 
shopping and she has a UV 
machine that she’ll use to put 
cash and pens through to kill 
germs after every customer.

“I have two air purifier ma-
chines coming that will purify 
the air twice an hour, this kills 
airborne viruses and bacteria,” 
Benes said. “I also have a mask 
that at any request I will put on 
if  someone feels uncomfortable, 

but I will not be wearing gloves. 
I sanitize all day and we will 
continue to sanitize our counter 
areas, doors, testers, etc. I 
am looking forward to seeing 
everyone again, but if  you are 
coughing or sneezing, please 
stay home.”

She said because her store is 
a small boutique and not a big 
box store, the maximum capaci-
ty is 10 people at any time.

“I don’t think we’ll have any 
problem with our customers 
respecting each other’s space,” 
Benes said. “If  there are any 
issues we will ask people to 
wait outside until a customer 
leaves.”

Hours of  operation will 
be 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.

BUSINESSES OPEN NOW
Books-A-Million stores are 

currently open and operating at 
25% capacity.

Hours are 11 a.m. until 7 p.m.
Employees are wearing 

masks, and customers are 
encouraged to wear masks, but 
it’s not required.

Seating is closed in the cafe 
area and food is not available.

Hobby Lobby in Cocoplum 
Plaza in North Port is currently 
open and operating at 25% 
capacity.

Hours are 11 a.m. until 7 p.m.
Sarasota Square will re-open 

May 15, with modified hours, 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-
Saturday, and noon to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday.

BUSINESS
FROM PAGE 1C

and Medicaid Services. The grades 
come out in the spring and fall each 
year.

Englewood Community Hospital 
has earned A grades in every 
grading cycle since 2012.

Fawcett brought its grade up to a 
B this cycle from a C in November. 
The hospital got a B in the spring 

of  2019. Fawcett also got a B in 
2017 and a B in fall 2018, but a C in 
spring 2018.

Bayfront Port Charlotte also 
received a C this past spring and in 
the fall 2018. It received a D in 2017 
and in the spring 2018.

Bayfront Punta Gorda main-
tained a C from the spring. In 2018, 
it received a D and then in 2017, it 
got a C in the fall and a D in the 
spring.

Sarasota Memorial Hospital and 

Doctors Hospital in Sarasota each 
earned an A this grading period. 
Sarasota Memorial has earned an 
A in every year since it began par-
ticipating in the Leapfrog survey in 
2016, according to a news release. 
Doctors Hospital has been A-rated 
for 12 consecutive reports.

Venice Regional Bayfront Health 
earned its second consecutive B.

See the full reports and compare 
hospitals at HospitalSafetyGrade.
org.

HOSPITALS
FROM PAGE 1C

health policies including moving 
pick-up/drop-off outside, checking 
temperatures, limiting toys and 
constantly washing hands.

Though closing was difficult, 
Young knows it was the right 
decision.

“By the end it really wasn’t a 
choice,” she said. “Between too few 
kids paying tuition to cover payroll 
and too few staff to work anyway, 
the decision made itself.”

Two weeks prior, Shannon Clark 
was dealing with that same dilem-
ma at her facility, the Academy 
of  Little Achievers in Charlotte 
Harbor. She decided to close on 
March 19.

One of  the main reasons these 
facilities try and stay open, she 
said, is the obligation to be there 

for the families.
“As a preschool we want to be 

there for the families that need us 
most, but as an employer having 
to put our staff at risk was a hard 
decision,” Clark said. “Without 
any additional funding, the state 
dropping suggesting ratios, the 
increased cost of  lower ratios and 
inability to get supplies, it’s not fea-
sible to run at a third of  capacity.”

The financial burden is what 
worries Clark.

Many schools currently owe 
backpay to the Early Learning 
Coalition, which offers tuition 
assistance to low-income families. 
Due to glitches in the problematic 
portal system created in 2018, some 
schools were overpaid and are now 
forced to give that money back.

Though multiple government 
assistance programs have been put 
in place, businesses across the state 
have had difficulties getting the 
money they desperately need.

Clark has applied for three 
programs, including bridge loans 
and loans from the Small Business 
Administration. She has yet to 
hear back. She also applied for the 
Paycheck Protection Program, but 
the bank said due to her place in 
line, there was little chance that 
comes through.

“If  preschools can’t get them 
many will not survive,” she said. 
“Fortunately we’re not one of  
them, but there are several schools 
in the county that owe thousands 
of  dollars to the Coalition already. 
Now you compound this on top 
of  that and some of  them will not 
financially recover.”

There is hope of  many facilities 
opening back up after the statewide 
stay-at-home order expires, but as 
of  now, it’s just a hope.

Email Jacob Hoag at jacob.hoag@
yoursun.com and follow him on 
Twitter @ByJacobHoag.

CHILDCARE
FROM PAGE 1C

Which is true at the North Port Subs off Tamiami 
Trail, where Michael Cerce, his son Anthony and 
worker Adam Patterson on a Friday waited on 
takeout customers from behind a sneeze shield.

Cerce, the former owner of  Key West Subs in 
Englewood, wanted the North Port location for his 
son. Work it for a decade, he figured, and hand the 
reins to Anthony.

The sub shop opened in January, just as 
COVID-19 unfurled itself  in Asia and Europe. 
Florida closed or limited such non-essential 
businesses in March. Boom, schools closed and 
away went teachers and support staff. Bam, gone 
were office workers and delivery people, cabbies 
and others, Cerce said. It was like a hurricane that 
wouldn’t end.

But North Port Subs had adapted, a sidewalk 
promotion facing Tamiami Trail, and online 
ordering, which is new. And regulars helped, two 
North Port police officers in masks visiting as 
Cerce talked about COVID-19’s impact on his shop. 
He’ll add tables on Monday. But about 80% of  his 
business is takeout, which was great over the last 
month, he said.

“Honestly,” he conceded, “I see it slow for the 
next five or six months. But when it finally blows 
over, we’ll be OK. Not saying we’re going back to 
normal … I don’t know what normal is anymore.”

Angela Stinnett recently was upbeat, bouncing 
with anticipation of  what happens after COVID-19. 
She sees survivors rushing from their homes, 
blinking in the bright sunshine.

But she was also comforted that her bosses at 
Bocca Lupo had not furloughed anyone. And hadn’t 
planned to.

Email: craig.garrett@yoursun.com

RESTAURANTS
FROM PAGE 1C

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Academy of Little Achievers in Charlotte Harbor is one of many preschools in the area that have had to 
close their doors due to coronavirus.
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Port Charlotte

Audrey A. Abbott
Audrey A. Abbott, 89, a former 

resident of  New Jersey, Ohio, 
Florida, and New Hampshire, 
passed away peacefully at her 
newest residence in New Mexico on 
April 15, 2020. Born 1930 in Roselle 
Park, New Jersey, she is prede-
ceased by her parents, Walter and 
Adele Schlack; her late husband of  
60 years, Robert W. Abbott Sr.; and 
two of  her three brothers. Audrey 
was a loving mother to six children 
and grandmother to three. She also 
enjoyed time spent with members 
of  her extended family and friends. 
Audrey took pleasure in observing 
nature and liked to garden, travel, 
work on handcraft projects and play 
cards. She also was an active mem-
ber of  her churches in New Jersey, 
Florida, and New Hampshire.

A funeral service will be in New 
Mexico on May 7, 2020. Interment 
will be at Sarasota National 
Cemetery, Florida, where she will 
join her late husband.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may 
be made to Lutheran World Relief  
(donate.lwr.org) or charity of  choice 
in memory of  Audrey. To leave 
condolences, visit www.danielsfu-
neral.com.

Max Anglin
Max Anglin, 1936-2020. Max died 

peacefully on April 9, 2020, in his 
sleep, following long term care at 

Harbour View, South 
Port Square in Port 
Charlotte. Max was born 
and raised in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of  
Western North Carolina 

which gave him a lifelong love for 
nature and for hunting and fishing. 
He worked for a time as a Ranger 
in the Pisgah National Forest. As 
the Vietnam War was beginning, 
he left college at Western Carolina 
University, and joined the Air Force. 
His tour of  duty was primarily 
spent in Alaska, where he worked 
in hospital administration and was 
able to spend his free time in the 
spectacular natural world, where 
unparalleled hunting and fishing 
were abundant. It was there he met 
and married his first wife Alma, 
mother of  Mark and Maureen.

Following his time in the Air 
Force, he moved to California, 
completed training at the Police 
Academy, and was a Police Officer in 
Riverside. He later became Deputy 
Sheriff of  Mendocino County. His 
duties covered three hundred miles 
of  rugged coastline, mountains and 
dense forest. His duties required, 
not only cruiser patrols, but also 
helicopter surveillance.

He also did some undercover 
work, which gained him notoriety 
and media recognition in Detective 
Magazine. On some occasions, he 
posed as a “Hit Man,” to apprehend 
those seeking murder for hire.

Most people who knew Max will 
remember his wry wit, ready laugh, 
love of  life, and funny, harmless 
pranks. He will be sadly missed by 
his family, friends, and the medical 
staff at South Port Square and 
Hospice, who gave him excellent, 
loving, compassionate, care in his 
final journey. He will be fondly 
remembered by his family and the 
many friends who knew him.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Thor and Mae Anglin, and 
is survived by his wife, Christina, 
children from his first marriage, 
Mark and Maureen, Sister and 
brother in law David and Valerie 
Stevens, nephew Jim (Jn) Stevens, 
and their son, Mitch.

Roy J. Butterworth
With heavy hearts, we announce 

the passing of  Roy J. Butterworth, 
age 92, at his home with his loving 
wife beside him, on Tuesday, April 
28, 2020.

But with joyful expectation of  
seeing him again, as he is with His 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

He was born on Feb. 18, 1928, in 
Croydon, Pennslyvania, son of  the 
late Roy Butterworth and Elizabeth 
Mary (Keating) Butterworth. He 
was predeceased by his brother, 
Ron; and his son, Roy J. “Bud” 
Butterworth, III.

Roy was a General Contractor 
and owner of  the RJ Butterworth 
Construction Company and proudly 
contributed to the growth of  many 
businesses in Bucks County and 
beyond. After retiring, he had a 
home built in Riverwood, Lakeshore 
Village, Port Charlotte, Florida, 
where he spent the last 25 years of  
his “retirement” with his wife, Mary 
Ellen Giarrizzi Butterworth.

If  you knew Roy, he never retired. 
Up until the final two months of  his 
life, he was busy doing projects and 
estimates with his dear friend, Chas 
Seybold. Prior to that you could 
see him around doing work with 
Rob LaPlante, who was not just his 
neighbor, but also his friend.

He and Mom had a wonderful life 
in Port Charlotte. Spending time 

traveling and going to shows at 
the Cultural Center, taking cruises 
yearly, sometimes bi-yearly. With 
his never-ending energy and love 
for life, you’d find him in church, 
daily, at St. Maximillian Kolbe, in 
Port Charlotte. Often they would 
entertain the priests for dinners 
and holidays. The neighbors loved 
Roy’s commitment to them and 
their homes, when they headed 
“up north” for the summers, he’d 
take care of  their properties, any 
and all situations that may have 
arose, keeping the air-conditioner in 
tip-top shape with humidity issues 
and the like. And he loved the game 
of  golf. Mom would always ask, 
“did you shoot your age today?” It 
was his goal to be under a certain 
number and his age was a good try. 
Many times, he and others would 
go around the Lakeshore Village 
at Christmas and decorate their 
entrances and paths to their homes. 
He even chartered a project with 
Rob to replace all the lamps and 
posts at each driveway in his com-
munity so the area looked beautiful 
and uniform. He never truly hung 
up the “closed” tile for his craft. His 
greatest joy was building a home 
for his son, Roy, in Port Charlotte, 
nearby, so Bud could enjoy the 
water and his boat. Buddy passed 
away in 2016.

Roy loved God, his church, his 
family and his friends. He’d visit 
Pennsylvania every summer and 
would bring his 5x7 card with the 
complete names and phone numbers 
of  his former co-workers, friends 
and family. He’d make sure he never 
went back to their home in Florida 
without having a meal, golf  games, 
laughs and conversations with all 
the people here in Pennsylvania 
who were an important part of  his 
life.

When he did “slow” down, Roy 
was still entertaining with Mom, in 
their home, for all the holidays and 
special occasions.

Roy is survived by his wife, Mary 
Ellen, his brother Bob (Valerie), 
California. He cherished and 
loved his granddaughter, Devon 
Nonamaker and was her biggest 
support during her life and college 
success.

With his marriage to Mary 
Ellen he gained a very large step 
family, Frank Giarrizzi, Jr. (Karla), 
Naples, Florida, Marybeth Fleck 
(Doug), Langhorne, Pennsylvania, 
Paula Bridge (Wink), Langhorne, 
Pennsylvania, Lisa Banach a(Paul), 
State College, Pennsylvania. Along 
with a multitude of  grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, neph-
ews, and great-nieces and nephews 
as well. So many friends’ children 
loved him and called him their 
“Uncle Roy.”

At the time of  his homegoing to 
Jesus, Roy was being cared for at 
home, by a team of  compassionate 
nurses, aides and social workers. 
From Tidewell Hospice we thank: 
Caitlin Gunnells, Amanda Trindade, 
Lauren Elias, Thomas Hicks, 
Chaplain Irving Moody, Charlene 
Williams, Tina McCarthy, Jennifer 
Budd and Carmen Davis, Clinical 
Director. We acknowledge the 
entire Port Charlotte Home Team. 
You have all been amazing. Robin 
Shenkman from Nurse on Call 
Home Health Care was Roy’s first 
caregiver and exceptional. Most 
importantly, we thank, with all our 
hearts, Mrs. Pam Seybold, R.N., 
who was instrumental in Roy’s 
care during his last weeks, with her 
compassion and personal attention 
to Roy and Mom’s needs as well. 
What a loving, beautiful person, 
friend and neighbor.

Our deep thanks also go to 
Stephen and Delores Govern, who 
were by Roy’s side and available 
for all his emergency visits to the 
hospital, the delicious meals (from 
many neighbors too) and the warm 
love for Roy and Mom as they were 
friends from Pa., who became neigh-
bors in Port Charlotte, as well. And 
to dear Doris Ward, their immediate 
next-door neighbor, who shared 
her life, laughs, love and home to 
Roy and Mary Ellen and all of  our 
family. We are extremely grateful 
for the entire Lakeshore Village 
Community who were instrumental 
in caring for Roy, Mom and our 
family. We thank you with our 
whole hearts.

Interment and services will be pri-
vate; however, Mom will celebrate 
Roy’s life later in the Fall when it 
will be a joy and relief  to be with 
one another again.

Memorial contributions can be 
made to: Tidewell Hospice, 5955 
Rand Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34238 or St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105 (www.stjude.org).

Arrangements are under the 
direction of  Michelle M. Milazzo, 
Licensed Funeral Director and 
Certified Funeral Celebrant, 
Charlotte Memorial Funeral Home, 
Cemetery & Crematory, 9400 Indian 
Spring Cemetery Road, Punta 
Gorda, FL 33950 (941-639-1171).

Janice Marian Kilburn 
Janice Marian Kilburn, 93, of  Port 

Charlotte, Florida, peacefully passed 
away on Thursday, April 16, 2020. 
She was born on Aug. 5, 1926, to 
Robert and Georgia Day in Batavia, 

New York.
Janice worked 

for Marine Midland 
Bank in Buffalo, New 
York, starting as a 
teller and success-
fully advancing 
throughout her 
career to become 

Vice President in charge of  security 
at the time of  her retirement in 1989.

Having been a Snowbird after 
retirement, she moved to Port 
Charlotte permanently in 2006 to 
enjoy being with her family full 
time. She was an active member 
of  Peace River Baptist Church in 
Punta Gorda, sharing her God-given 
talents in the choir and passion 
for serving people by organizing a 
ministry for the spiritual support 
and fellowship of  the widows of  the 
church.

Janice was predeceased in 1982 
by her husband, Robert Kilburn; 
by her brothers, Roger and Alan 
Day; by her granddaughter, Kelsey 
Irons; and by her son-in-law, Joseph 
O’Connell. She is survived by her 
five daughters, Lorelei (Mark) 
Dahlkemper, Dawn (Barton) Marx, 
Cheryl (James) Reuter, Roberta 
O’Connell, and Jeanette (Daniel) 
Gander; grandchildren, Jill South, 
Jason, Justin and Jordan Aquila, 
Rebecca Reich, Robert Reuter, 
Joseph O’Connell Jr., Patrick 
O’Connell, and Eric Patterson. She 
had 30 great-grandchildren and four 
great-great-grandchildren.

A Celebration of  Life Memorial 
Service will be held at a later date 
at Peace River Baptist Church. 
To express condolences to the 
family and share in celebrating 
the life of  Janice, please visit 
www.JohnsonTaylorFuneral.com 
and sign the online guestbook. 
Arrangements are by Johnson 
Taylor Funeral and Cremation.

Salvatore Dennis Tramontano 
Salvatore Dennis Tramontano, 

88, of  Port Charlotte, Florida, died 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020.

Salvatore was born June 24, 1931 
in New Haven, Connecticut, to the 

late Arthur and 
Marie Tramontano.

He was a retired 
heavy machinery 
mechanic who moved 
to Port Charlotte 
in 1987 from New 
Haven. Lifetime 
member of  the 

Waucoma Yacht Club in New Haven, 
a member of  Elks Lodge No. 2763 of  
Deep Creek, Moose Lodge 2121 of  
Port Charlotte, Eagles Arie No. 3296 
of  Port Charlotte, VFW Post 5690 
of  Port Charlotte and an honorary 
member of  the Sons of  American 
Legion Post 110 of  Port Charlotte.

He is survived by his loving 
family, two daughters, Cynthia 
M. Churchill of  Port Charlotte 
and Gina L. (Steve) Gogliettino; a 
son, Arthur R. (Pam) Tramontano 
of  Wallingford, Conn.; a sister, 
Lorraine Appi of  East Haven, 
Conn.; five grandchildren; and 
nine great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his loving wife, 
Phyllis; and three brothers, Art, 
Rich and Ray.

Private committal services and 
interment will be held at a later date 
at Restlawn Memorial Gardens in 
Port Charlotte.

Friends may visit online at www.
robersonfh.com to extend condo-
lences to the family. Arrangements 
are by Roberson Funeral Home & 
Crematory Port Charlotte Chapel.

Kenneth J. Vida
Kenneth J. Vida, 77, of  Port 

Charlotte, Florida, passed away on 
April 26, 2020. He was born on Sept. 
26, 1942, in Passaic, New Jersey, 
to John Martin Vida and Emma 
Sabo-Vida.

Ken spent 30 years working for 
United Parcel Service, beginning 
his career as a driver and rising to 
manager. Ken was a member and 
past Vice President of  the Charlotte 
Chorale. He was also a former 
member of  the Charlotte Harbor 
Yacht Club. Ken was an avid stamp 
collector and a member of  Port 
Charlotte Stamp Club. He loved 
to bowl at Bowland and enjoyed 
traveling with his wife, Lorraine, 
visiting over 43 countries.

Ken was preceded in death by 
his parents; and his siblings, John 
Martin Vida and Barbara Ann Vida. 
He is survived by his wife, Lorraine 
Vida; and his daughter, Lisa Ann 
Vida (Fadi Elsaid).

Per Ken’s wishes, no services will 
take place. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 2565 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33952.

OBITUARIES

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

The Military Officers Association of  America’s 
Charlotte Harbor Chapter announced the recip-
ients of  the 2020 scholarships: Alexis Aponte, of  
Charlotte High School; Jade Armstead, of  Port 
Charlotte High School; Austin Scheetz, of  Lemon 
Bay High School; Ethan Ngyuen-Do, of  North 
Port High School.

The scholarships are $1,000 per year, renew-
able for four years, for a total of  $4,000 for each 
student.

“We’re very fortunate to have the financial 
support of  Bingo Trail, Smuggler’s Foundation 
and especially generous donations from mem-
bers,” said George Chamberlain, chairman of  
the scholarships program. “The Venice Chapter 
closed last year so we were happy to provide a 
scholarship for a North Port student this year.”

The applications are open to any graduating 
senior, but the organization does give preference 
to ROTC students and military families.

“The students do not have to attend a four-year 
university,” Chamberlain said. “They can earn an 
associate degree or go to a trade school. We just 
want to help them achieve their goals. They just 
have to meet the scholarship criteria.”

MOAA is the nation’s largest association of  
military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit 
organization. The Charlotte Harbor Chapter 
supports the local community with the scholar-
ship program by sponsoring yearly military band 
concerts and other programs. Active duty, retired 
and former commissioned officers and warrant 
officers are invited to join. The organization cur-
rently has 139 members. For more information, go 
to www.moaafl.org/chapters/chcmoaa.

Email: sue.erwin@sun-herald.com

Military Officers 
Association 
scholarship 

winners 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS

Guardian Ad Litem child advocate 
informational session

The Florida Guardian Ad Litem program 
needs community volunteers to advocate for the 
best interests of  children who have been abused, 
neglected or abandoned by the adults in their 
life. Throughout this ordeal, GAL advocates are 
a consistent factor in these children’s lives.Your 
training helps ensure they have the needed ser-
vices and support to find a safe permanent home. 
If  you are interested in being a champion for the 
children in your community, attend a one-hour 
online informational session from 10 a.m.-11 a.m. 
May 19. It is open to all full-time residents at 
least 21 years of  age with eight to 10 hours 
monthly to volunteer with staff support and free 
training provided. For more information on how 
to sign up for the online session call 941-467-4663 
or email Rick.Sloan@gal.fl.gov.

Charlotte Behavioral offers  
free therapy hotline

Charlotte Behavioral Health Care (CBHC) set 
up a free, confidential hotline where individu-
als can speak one-on-one with a master level 
therapist to help you deal with the stressors that 
are so prevalent right now in business, home, 
and personal issues.

“We are available to all members of  our com-
munity as we navigate this difficult time, said 
Rachael Meadows. “We want to encourage people 
to feel free to use this service even if  they aren’t 
in crisis, as we can provide some support and 
coping mechanisms that might be helpful at this 
time. We recognize how important community is 
right now and we are here to help.”

The hours are 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
and from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday. Call the Therapy 
Hotline at 941-979-0796.

For existing and new patients, CBHC is acting 
as a virtual community mental health center 
for the time being. CBHS offers one-on-one 
telehealth services. For more information, call 
941-639-8300, and press 4 for the scheduling 
department.

New DeSoto Landfill hours 
There will be new temporary hours at the 

landfill in DeSoto County. Hours will be 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Monday-Friday and from 8 a.m.-noon 
Saturday. For questions, call the landfill office at 
863-993-4826.

Charlotte County offers  
COVID-19 text system

The Charlotte County Emergency 
Management Office has established the 
CharCoCares text system to provide local 
updates related to COVID-19, area resources and 
opportunities as they become available. Simply 
text CharCoCares to 888-777 to opt in. The ser-
vice is free; message and data rates may apply.

In addition to CharCoCares text messaging, 
residents and visitors can find information on 
COVID-19 by calling the Florida Department of  
Health Call Center 1-866-779-6121 or emailing 
COVID-19@flhealth.gov. For local resources and 
assistance call 2-1-1 (Englewood, out of  area and 
TTY users dial 941-205-2161). All these contacts 
are available 24/7. For information, contact 
Brian Gleason at 941-743-1462 or Brian.Gleason@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.
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OUR VIEW

DeSantis’ plan 
sounds just 
about right

OUR POSITION: Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
unveiled his ideas to slowly reopen the 
state’s businesses, and our first reaction is 
it’s a good plan.

I f  you don’t mind being seen eating out 
with a shabby hairdo and a little paunch 
around the middle from not going to the 

gym, Gov. Ron DeSantis has a plan to kick 
start our state’s economy you’re almost sure 
to love.

The governor previewed his plan 
Wednesday to constituents — many of  
them antsy to get out of  the house and find 
something to do. The blueprint for phase one 
cracks open the door ever so slightly to once 
again enjoy eating out, for hospitals to begin 
elective surgeries and to allow gatherings of  
10 or fewer people.

DeSantis said he wants to methodically 
open up the state to normalcy — but only 
in baby steps. He said the state will be 
keeping a close eye out for any spike in 
coronavirus infections, hospitalizations 
and/or deaths.

But, while promising to work with 
health professionals, the governor couldn’t 
resist taking a shot at the predictions of  
overwhelmed hospitals and infections 
that would rival New York as the worst 
in the nation. Those predictions never 
materialized.

The governor blamed fear, panic and an 
overzealous media for the scary numbers 
in the COVID-19 forecast. We would argue 
the predictions fell short because they 
were worst-case scenarios, what-ifs, and 
the state shut down in the nick of  time 
to ward off the widespread infections 
and deaths some imagined. Whatever 
the reason, we can all be thankful that, 
with the possible exception of  Southeast 
Florida, we never saw the scary numbers so 
many feared.

Now, it’s time to start a slow march to 
normal. We agree with the governor the time 
is right and opening up some businesses 
sooner than later is needed if  Florida is to 
demonstrate any kind of  economic recovery 
by the end of  the year.

Starting Monday, you can go to 
restaurants that choose to open. The caveat 
is the facility can entertain no more than 
25 percent of  its designated capacity. That 
could mean waiting for a table — which 
of  course will be 6 feet or more away from 
anyone else.

Some restaurants may choose not to 
open with the idea that a business cannot 
make a profit cutting out 75 percent of  
its revenue. But, then again, many that 
are already providing carryout will most 
likely be willing to open their doors and 
bring back some members of  staff that were 
laid off.

Hospitals are anxious to call back any 
staff that was furloughed when elective 
procedures were cancelled. And people 
who were putting off medical treatments 
because of  that, or who might have been 
concerned of  being in a hospital with 
COVID-19 patients, should be happy to take 
care of  their health. Hospitals are taking 
every precaution to keep new patients and 
COVID-19 cases separated and their facilities 
sterilized.

DeSantis is purposely vague on when the 
next phase might unfold and what it will 
entail.

When we’ll be able to fill restaurants, 
have our hair cut or see sports events will 
partially depend on our own behavior. If  we 
fail to follow the guidelines, the state may 
slam the door shut.

Give the governor credit for a plan that 
is well thought out and gives us hope there 
is light at the end of  this dark pandemic 
tunnel.

Congress has deserted 
use of negotiations 
Editor:

Back in the day, when I took civics 
class in high school, the concept of  
lawmaking in Congress was simple. 
If  there needed to be a law/change, 
the idea was brought to the floor of  
the Congress, discussed and voted 
upon. Or so my simplistic mind 
thought.

Fast forward to today. If  a law/
change is needed the first word 
heard is negotiation. No longer is 
it discussion, it’s negotiation and 
nonsensical negotiation at that.

Example: If  a proposal is brought 
forward to color 10,000 Easter eggs 
blue, negotiation between groups 
comes forward. After backroom 
discussions the concept is brought 
forward to be approved if  the follow-
ing is added to the proposal [1] New 
restrooms are built at the Statue 
of  Liberty and the San Francisco 
Bridge is painted gold.

While both may be good ideas, 
they have nothing to do with the 
original egg proposal. But if  you 
dig deeper, they will insure certain 
congressmen are re-elected. This is 
political negotiation.

Originally our Congress was a 
part-time job with extended recesses 
so the members could go home to 
run their businesses. Politics has be-
come a lifetime occupation to make 
each person extremely wealthy. This 
practice of  “negotiation” rather than 
discussion has provided the textbook 
definition of  “ad nauseum” and 
certainly is not in the best interest 
of  the American people.

Gary Gribbell
Punta Gorda

Spreading fear is big 
danger to America
Editor:

Ultra high fear/hatred levels of  
many Americans is very concerning. 
Fear/hatred spawn seeds of  de-
struction for humans and America. 
How can fear consume our country, 
a land of  liberty/freedom with 
abundance readily achievable by 
people willing to use ingenuity and 
honor hard work?

Extensive fear of/hatred for 
Trump, as displayed by Democrats 
(and sycophant dupes, including the 
fake news major media), are psy-
chologically dangerous/debilitating. 
Such un-Christian traits historically 
are always destroyed by truth and 
universal love, traits unknown by 
such people. It’s infinitely more 
productive to read/analyze the Bible 
daily, praying God will help us to 
readily recognize evil and immedi-
ately destroy it before it spreads.

People incorporating such 
characteristics don’t exhibit the 
necessary unbending, spiritual rock 
to fall back during times of  chaos or 
challenge. Given their fearful/hate-
ful tendencies, they have no ability 

to discern right from wrong or 
truth vs. error/evil. They are 100% 
humanistic, not spiritualistic, which 
embeds in them a critical, always 
negative approach to life. Politics is 
their god. Such unprincipled, un-
grounded people are easy marks for 
power hungry seekers, our country’s 
enemies, such as China, and marke-
teers using sophisticated tools de-
signed to quickly subject one’s mind 
to what they are selling. Example: 
Big Pharma constantly peddling a 
disease exists everywhere. Those 
with agendas (e.g global warmists), 
always spread fear.

Remember, a nation having 
fearful/hateful people cannot be 
successful, Socialism cannot func-
tion without tyranny over its people, 
and people can mentally change. 
Good outlook for Americans: “mind 
over matter”, not “government take 
care of  me.”

Bill Bigelow
Punta Gorda

Narcissism not good 
trait for a leader
Editor:

Narcissism is a personality 
disorder where a person has an 
inflated sense of  his own impor-
tance. It comes with traits that are 
recognizable and usually starts with 
poor self-esteem, depression, and 
anxiety. There is no permanent cure, 
but therapy can help.

It has been said that up to 20% of  
all business, religious and political 
leaders are narcissists. Leaders that 
are narcissists are convinced that 
they are always right. They will 
accept praise but they will not accept 
blame. They are arrogant, great 
manipulators and make the best 
con-men. When challenged they can 
become unpredictable, unforgiving 
and dangerous with their reactions. 
They feel superior and will try to 
dismantle opposing parties or dem-
ocratic pillars such as free press in 
order to hold on to power. They can 
be cruel towards those with opposing 
or critical views They expect special 
favors and unquestionable loyalty. 
They think they they are above 
the rules and are lacking empathy 
or remorse. They need people that 
are obedient and gullible with no 
willpower of  their own.

Is that the kind of  leader that we 
want? Are we like little lemmings 
that blindly follow the narcissistic 
leader over the cliff to our demise? 
Do we look up to them and do we 
want to be like them? Maybe you 
know one or maybe you are one or 
maybe you are one of  the lemmings.

Pentti Vartiainen
Punta Gorda

Thank you for my 
printed newspaper
Editor:

I would like to take time to thank 
the Sun Newspaper group for having 

a printed newspaper during this 
chaotic time. From Mr. Nickerson 
to the people who make the papers 
appear in our drugstore or in our 
driveway, you’re there every day and 
every night for us. Thank you!

Algie Didlaukies
Arcadia

Does letter writer have 
Biden’s medical info?
Editor:

In response to the letter published 
on April 18, I refer to his quote 
to a previous writer: “Give me a 
break and, please spare us of  your 
armchair diagnosis. You don’t have 
a clue as to what medical issues Joe 
Biden may have so quit pretending 
that you do.”

Now, may I refer to your state-
ment in paragraph 4: “regardless of  
the mental sharpness of  the writer, 
the fact is that Joe Biden is not all 
there mentally.” So, now I ask you: 
How were you able to access Biden’s 
complete medical history? And, so 
on … Give me a break sir.

Patricia Rossi
Englewood

Much to be thankful 
for during this peace
Editor:

During this time of  isolating from 
the virus there is much for which to 
be grateful. Shen busy and over-
worked during my career, I prayed 
for such a time as this to see my 
home in daylight, to get the spring 
housecleaning done and still he time 
to work on the closets and in the 
garden. It did not happen during my 
career, but it is something for which 
to be grateful.

Now it is apparent there is life 
after sports on Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday the 
whole year through. As suddenly 
as the barrage of  Allegiant planes 
began flying over our house every 15 
minutes, every day until midnight, 
they have returned to a few daily. 
I’ve been able to go to sleep and for 
this we are truly giving thanks on a 
daily basis.

Instead, we see neighbors taking 
healthy walks and calling to us in 
our yard while we stay home to 
paint the house. We see others riding 
their bikes for a little fresh air. We 
hear the laughter of  children and 
fathers playing together in swim-
ming pools.

We are truly grateful that the 
Harleys have been put away so 
they do not disturb our peace. Most 
of  the muscle cars with overly 
loud mufflers have been mostly 
silenced.

Friends give us a call or drop 
a line to check on us. Finally the 
essentials of  life take priority. Yes, 
there is much to be thankful for as 
our world seems at peace.

Vicki Crabtree
Punta Gorda

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Letters are welcome on virtually any subject, 

but we do have some rules. Please keep them 

to less than 250 words. Letters will be edited 

to length as well as for grammar and spelling. 

All letters must be signed with full name —  not 

initials. An address and telephone number must 

be included, but will not be published. Due to the 

number of letters received, we are able to run 

only one letter per person per month. 

Opinions and statements made in letters are 

solely those of the individual writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, Letters to the 

Editor, 23170 Harborview Road, Charlotte Harbor, 

FL 33980, or email them to letters@yoursun.

com. Further questions, call 941-681-3003.
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COMMENTARY EDITOR
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Democrats would 
love mail-in vote
Editor:

Thursday’s letter questioned 
with childish naivety “what’s 
the problem with mail in bal-
lots.” Off the top of  my head, the 
phrase rings loudly of  “where 
there’s a will, there’s a way.”

The Democrats want to win 
and from past and present 
behavior, will stop at nothing. 
Fakes I.D.’s? No problem! Find 
your local backroom printer 
who does it. Fake credit cards, 
fake work visas, fake SS cards, 
fake auto insurance cards, fake 
anything, almost likened to 
fake news!

So, what would it take to issue 
fake ballots to the non-regis-
tered voters? To the illegals, 
to the non-residents, to the 
under-age … to as many “any-
bodys” as needed to produce the 

desired vote numbers.
Wake up voters. Trump 2020!

Susan Miscia
Punta Gorda

Let’s list some of 
Trump’s strong(?) points
Editor:

May I be of  assistance in 
helping the politically chal-
lenged among us struggling 
to decide whether to support 
Donald Trump for president in 
the November 2020 election?

Let’s list his strong points, in 
no particular order:

1) pathological liar
2) contemptuous of  laws not 

to his liking
3) demented, as displayed 

through behavior
4) scumbag, as judged by his 

public pronouncements
5) consumed by narcissism
6) destructive of  American 

customs, traditions and 
institutions

7) criminally psycopathic
8) inveterate philanderer
9) unindicted felon
10) no redeeming factors
11) traitorous, dangerous, 

delusional Manchurian candi-
date who won office through a 
fluke majority of  the Electoral 
College

12) unassertive and indecisive 
in a pandemic

These are his strong points. 
You don’t want to hear about 
his weak points.

Irwin Wolfe
Port Charlotte

Doing their part 
during virus crisis
Editor:

Police and deputies have 
enforced the rules firmly, but 
with humanity and dignity. 

The car dealers have kept us 
moving with generous financ-
ing and capable repairs. The 
restaurants, although in a crisis 
mode, have continued to feed 
their customers and pay their 
employees. In return, the cus-
tomers have been tipping 50, 75, 
or even 100% in appreciation.

David Klein
Punta Gorda

Obama could not 
serve as president again
Editor:

In response to Ron 
Orlikowski’s letter “Could 
Obama be our president 
again.” Amendment XXII of  
Constitution, Section 1. “No 
person shall be elected to the 
office of  the President more 
than twice.”

Robert Tarnovsky
Punta Gorda

Liberals will always 
blame it on Trump
Editor:

No matter what President 
Trump (our president) does or 
doesn’t do, liberals will blame 
him for whatever havoc the 
novel coronavirus wreaks.

That is how delusional these 
people are. Even when dealing 
with the spread of  a virus that 
originated in a foreign coun-
try, they can’t stop attacking 
President Trump and everyone 
they associate with him.

This will not change no mat-
ter what the president does or 
does not do in response to this 
serious public health threat. 
Liberals will never stop blam-
ing President Trump so why 
would anyone keep listening to 
them?

Rob Kennedy
North Port

During this period of  uncer-
tainty, we’re all adjusting to 
a “new normal” as our lives 
have been turned upside down. 
We’ve changed the way we 
work, shop, eat and socialize.

The optimist in me has appre-
ciated extra time at the house 
to tackle home improvement 
and spring cleaning projects, 
and I’m enjoying precious 
family bonding time. Across 
Southwest Florida, many fam-
ilies are sitting down together 
at the dinner table, playing 
board games and munching on 
popcorn during movie night.

Unfortunately, that’s not 
the reality for every child. So 
many adults are out of  work 
right now, which adds to their 
stress levels, and far too often 
their release comes in the form 
of  drugs, alcohol and physical 
abuse. For these children, being 
stuck at home for weeks on end 
is the last place they want to be. 
Since students are not attending 
school, they have no adult to 
confide in and no one to notice 
bruises or emotional scars.

The sad truth is that while so 
many things have been halted 
because of  this pandemic, 
COVID-19 can’t stop child 
abuse. In fact, child abuse 
typically increases during 
hurricanes, natural disasters 
and emergencies such as this.

During the coming weeks and 
months, the dependency court 
system likely will see an influx of  
children who have been abused, 
neglected or abandoned by their 
parents. Guardian ad Litem’s 
court-certified, volunteer child 
advocates, as always, will be 
acting as a voice on their behalf.

Although the virus is pre-
venting in-person interactions, 

we’ve heard inspiring stories 
of  our dedicated child advo-
cates Facetiming as they read 
bedtime stories to children, 
ordering pizzas for families so 
tired foster parents can enjoy 
a night off from cooking, and 
having conversations about 
fun, engaging activities they’ll 
do together after authorities 
determine it’s safe to resume 
face-to-face interactions.

These child advocates are 
working tirelessly to ensure 
that children are seen and 
heard, and that their needs are 
being met. Children need us 
now more than ever.

In March, Guardian ad Litem 
Foundation, 20th Judicial 
Circuit, canceled its inaugural 
fundraising gala based on CDC 
guidance. This event would 
have raised money to recruit, 
train and support volunteer 
child advocates, as well as 
provide financial assistance to 
help meet a child’s basic and 
developmental needs.

Proceeds also would 
have helped purchase basic 

necessities, clothing, movie 
tickets and theme park tickets 
for children, as well as pay for 
tutoring and participation in 
youth sports and clubs.

Postponing the gala and sub-
sequent fundraising events was 
necessary to protect the safety 
and wellbeing of  our communi-
ty, but the Foundation’s needs 
for funding still exist, and likely 
will be amplified heading into 
summer.

COVID-19 has stopped a lot 
of  things in Southwest Florida, 
but the coronavirus can’t stop 
good.

Generous individuals, 
businesses and organizations 
have stepped forward to help 
those experiencing hardships, 
including an anonymous donor 
who has challenged Guardian 
ad Litem Foundation with a 
matching gift opportunity. If  
we raise $20,000 by June 30, 
donations will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar, doubling the 
impact that your gift can make 
in a child’s life. Now and always, 
there is truly no gift too small.

Over the past few weeks, our 
child advocates have helped 
provide necessities through our 
Children’s Needs Program and 
assisted families with technol-
ogy as students transitioned to 
virtual learning. They’ve linked 
arms with community agen-
cies to provide a network of  
goods and services. And, most 
importantly, the Foundation 
has continued its longstanding 
tradition of  never denying child 
advocates’ requests for support.

Although the times are 
unknown right now, we are 
committed to ensuring this 
stays the norm.

For more information, please 
visit VoicesForKids.org/ways-
to-give or call 239-533-1435.

Thank you in advance for 
your generosity. Together we 
can transform the lives of  
countless children who need it 
the most.

Jessica Stanfield is excutive 
director of  Guardian ad Litem 
Foundation 20th Judicial 
CIrcuit.

JESSICA STANFIELD
Guardian ad Litem

Guardian ad Litem still helping abused children

Getting my parents and 
grandparents to talk about their 
experiences during the Great 
Depression and World War II 
was always difficult. They lived 
in the pre-Dr. Phil generation 
before people went public with 
their deepest thoughts.

I have been thinking how 
they might have responded to 
the current panic caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I suspect 
their reactions would come in 
ways far different from ours.

Between 1931 and 1940, the 
unemployment rate during the 
Great Depression rose to above 
14 percent. One out of  four 
Americans were out of  work. 
We are not at that level today, 
but last month the total number 
of  Americans filing for unem-
ployment benefits had risen to 
22 million. Some predict it will 
get worse.

The Congressional Budget 
office forecasts the unemploy-
ment rate will surge to 16 per-
cent by this September. We 
have a larger population today 

and potentially more jobs lost 
than those earlier generations 
experienced.

During World War II the draft 
was in force. Young men, many 
of  whom had never been away 
from their small towns, were 
sent overseas. More than 418,000 
U.S. military service members 
and civilians died in WWII. The 
number of  American deaths 
ascribed to COVID-19 nears 
55,000. Even one death then was 
too many, every death now is, 
too, more than we are prepared 
to lose. We must do all we can to 
stem the tide.

Some of us complain about 

having to line up to get into 
supermarkets, wear masks or 
practice social distancing. Those 
earlier generations had ration 
books and did without a lot of  
food and conveniences they had 
once enjoyed. And they endured 
it for 15 years, from 1930 when 
the Great Depression began to 
really grip the country to V-J 
Day in 1945. Some experienced 
hard times for several years 
after the war ended.

Part of  this complaining, I 
think, is that those of  us who 
have benefited from their 
sacrifices have never had to 
experience what they did. That 
was one of  the motivations 
behind their “doing without,” 
wasn’t it, in order that their 
children and grandchildren 
wouldn’t have to?

That has been a blessing and 
a curse. Never having been 
required to sacrifice for any-
thing and told we should always 
expect more and better of  
everything, we feel our right of  
entitlement has been unfairly 

stolen from us. Not knowing 
what sacrifice looks like we are 
unable to react to it in a positive 
way, a way that is more likely to 
lift us from our current cir-
cumstances, or at least sustain 
us in them. Those previous 
generations would shake their 
heads at how we are reacting to 
current economic challenges.

They dealt with smallpox and 
polio. Did they read in their 
newspapers and hear on radio 
people saying America would 
never be the same again? No, 
they heard Franklin Roosevelt 
say, “The only thing we have to 
fear is fear itself” and Winston 
Churchill telling the British 
people, “Never give in. Never 
give in. Never, never, never, 
never — in nothing, great or 
small, large or petty — never 
give in, except to convictions of  
honor and good sense.”

President Trump is trying 
optimism, saying America 
will come back stronger than 
before the pandemic, but he is 
being drowned out by voices of  

pessimism and defeatism that 
would be foreign to those two 
previous generations.

To paraphrase the song, if  we 
can’t make it in America, where 
can we make it? Kudos to those 
governors who are carefully 
reopening some businesses in 
their states. Results will take 
a while to determine whether 
their decisions have been good 
or bad, but these leaders are 
behaving in ways that those who 
have gone before would admire.

Attitude is key. That’s what 
my parents and grandparents 
taught me, not so much in 
words, but by their example.

Readers may email Cal 
Thomas at tcaeditors@tribpub.
com. Look for Cal Thomas’ new 
book “America’s Expiration 
Date: The Fall of  Empires 
and Superpowers and the 
Future of  the United States” 
(HarperCollins/Zondervan). 
Readers may email Cal 
Thomas at tcaeditors@tribpub.
com.

Depression-era Americans had it tougher than now

CAL THOMAS
Tribune Media

Dear Donald Trump:
Man, I have to admit it. You 

really got me good.
When you looked straight 

at Dr. Deborah Birx last week 
and started musing how people 
might be able to cure COVID-19 
by exposure to ultraviolet light 
or injecting household disin-
fectants, I thought you were 
serious. I said to myself: “Wow, 
Donald Trump just seriously 
suggested people should shoot 
up with Lysol.” The makers of  
Lysol even felt the need to issue 
a statement asking people not 
to take their product internally.

So you can imagine my 
surprise the next day when 
you explained, “I was asking 
a question sarcastically to 
reporters … just to see what 
would happen.” Ha-ha! Good 
one, Mr. President. You really 
had me going. I mean, the way 
you addressed Dr. Birx while 
talking to reporters, the way 
you gave absolutely no hint that 
you weren’t in earnest. Wow. 

Bravo.
Then, as if  that weren’t 

enough, you tweeted two days 
later that reporters should 
return the “Noble Prizes” they 
won for reporting on “Russia, 
Russia, Russia.” Many people 
jumped on that, accusing you of  
simultaneously misidentifying 
a famous journalism prize and 
misspelling another prize that’s 
given to important scientists, 
iconic literary figures and 
to great leaders like Barack 
Obama.

When I heard about your 
tweet, I was in the kitchen 

cooking up a complicated chick-
en dish. Boy, I nearly dropped 
my Pullet Surprise all over the 
floor. Is he out of  his mind? I 
asked out loud. And was I ever 
embarrassed when you deleted 
those tweets a few hours later 
and tweeted — ha ha ha! — that 
you were just kidding us again. 
What a rascal you are.

It must be so hard to have 
people always misunderstand-
ing you. In one tweet you asked, 
“Does sarcasm ever work?”

I don’t blame you for being 
exasperated. But you have 
to understand that you are 
processing things on a level 
most of  us can’t even conceive. 
I mean, with meat packers 
warning of  food shortages, the 
economy in ruins, America 
leading the world in coronavi-
rus cases and the death toll set 
to soon surpass the 58,000 who 
died in Vietnam, most people 
would consider this a time for 
serious, sober analysis.

Who but you would have 

realized it’s actually a time for 
hijinks?

Well, not hijinks, exactly. 
That word implies humor that 
is fun or carefree. Sarcasm is 
more arch and acidic than that. 
Merriam-Webster describes it 
as “sharp and often satirical 
or ironic . . . designed to cut or 
give pain.” Indeed, sarcasm is 
often expressed in saying the 
opposite of  what you mean. 
Like when you dub a fat guy, 
“Tiny” or a tall guy “Shorty.” 
Or like when you call a bunch 
of  goobers geniuses.

But you already know all of  
this, don’t you? Yours is one 
of  the great minds in America 
today, if  not in the whole world. 
Many people are saying you’re 
the best president, ever. And 
we sure are lucky to have you 
leading us through this crisis. 
The way you’ve handled it 
has been beautiful. Your press 
conferences have been perfect. 
You’ve used the best words and 
had the best people.

Would Obama or Bush 
have done a better job? 
Would Clinton or Carter or 
Eisenhower or Coolidge or 
McKinley or Harrison or Grant 
or Fillmore or Polk or Van 
Buren or, indeed, anyone who 
has ever been president at any 
time in all of  American histo-
ry? I think we both know the 
answer to that.

I have to say, though, that 
I’m sorry to hear you’re having 
doubts about the power of  
sarcasm, wondering if  it works. 
That’s long been one of  my 
favorite rhetorical devices and 
I’ve always found it worked 
just fine. But if  you disagree, I 
suppose I’ll have to reconsider 
using sarcasm from now on.

After all, you’re never wrong.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist 
for The Miami Herald, 3511 
NW 91st Ave., Miami, FL 33172. 
Readers may contact him via 
email at lpitts@miamiherald.
com.

LEONARD PITTS
Miami Herald

Trump must be the king of sarcasm … no
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We run birthday 
announcements with a 
photo in Sunday’s Sun. 
Email your photo, along 
with the name, age, and 
birth date, to newstips@
yoursun.com.

Happy birthday to Tom 
Nelson, who turned 66 
on April 28.

Happy birthday to Greg 
Bundz, who turned 9 on 
April 8.

Happy Birthday to 
Louise Gentile, who will 
turn 93 on May 7.

Happy Birthday to Keira 
Halzack, who turns 5 on 
May 26.

Happy birthday to Judy 
Brickner, who will be 79 
on May 5.

 BIRTHDAYS

WEEKLY RECORD
CHARLOTTE COUNTY MARRIAGES

None received at this time.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY DIVORCES
Ann Elizabeth Boykin v. Kelly Reed Boykin
Wendy Lynn Coff ey v. Shane Edward Coff ey
Amanda Morgan v. Chad Morgan
Colin Nelson v. Lisa Nelson
Juana Mercedes Olson v. Richard James Olson
Jennifer Sorel v. Michael Sorel Jr.

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

Flights won’t be limited forever, 
so why not make your next trip a 
little easier?

The TSA PreCheck mobile RV 
will be returning to the Punta 
Gorda Airport from Monday to 
May 15 for enrollment.

This expedited screening 
program allows identifi ed, low-risk 
passengers to be screened without 
having to remove shoes, their 
permitted liquids, laptops, light 
outerwear or belts. Once approved, 
travelers will receive a “Known 
Traveler Number,” which will be 
eligible for fi ve years.

“TSA PreCheck expedited 
screening is just one more way to 
make your travel less stressful,” 
said PGD spokesperson Kaley 
Miller. “Don’t we all need less 
stress during this time?”

For those worried about if  it’s 
safe to go to this event, TSA staff  
running this mobile RV have 
increased cleaning protocols, such 
as sanitizing their hands between 
customer interactions and 
disinfecting frequently touched 
surfaces.

Appointments to enroll are 
limited, and available on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-serve basis. Those who 
plan to enroll are encouraged to 
register as soon as possible and 
are required to pre-enroll.

To pre-enroll, visit www.
Identogo.com/PreCheck. After 
you pre-enroll, be sure to schedule 
your appointment at the Punta 
Gorda location provided.

Walk-ins will be accepted, 
Miller said, but scheduling an 
appointment and pre-enrolling is 
faster.

To complete the application 
process, bring documentation 
proving your identity and 
citizenship status. If  you have 
a valid U.S. passport, that is all 
you need. You can also bring 
your driver’s license and birth 
certifi cate. If  the names do not 
match on these two documents 
due to a name change, bring 
an original or certifi ed copy of  
a court-ordered name change 
document, such as marriage 
certifi cates and divorce decrees.

Onsite you will fi nish the 
process by providing fi ngerprints 
for a background check.

The application fee is $85 

and can be paid by credit card, 
money order, company check or a 
cashier’s check. Cash and personal 
checks are not accepted.

The RV is not wheelchair 
accessible.

To learn more, visit 
UniversalEnroll.DHS.gov/
Programs/PreCheck.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.com

Smooth sailing through 
airport security

TSA PreCheck 

enrollment coming to 

Punta Gorda Airport

TSA PreCheck at Punta Gorda 

Airport

When: Monday to Thursday, May 

14 from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. 

to 5 p.m., closed Saturday and 

Sunday, as well as from 9 a.m. to 

noon, May 15.

Where: 28000 Airport Road, 

Punta Gorda in the short-term 

parking lot.

How to enroll and schedule 
an appointment: Visit www.

Identogo.com/PreCheck.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Between the two TSA PreCheck 
events held at the Punta Gorda 
Airport in 2019, approximately 
1,277 passengers were enrolled in 
the program.

Welcome to the home of award-winning 
senior living in Venice, Florida. Aston 
Gardens At Pelican Pointe is in the heart of 
Venice just minutes from the best shopping, 
entertainment and medical facilities. Rich in 
local culture and appreciated for its world-
class amenities, Venice is an amazing city 
to enjoy in your retirement years. Offering 
Independent Living, Assisted Living and 
Memory Care, our secured dementia and 
Alzheimer’s community, Aston Gardens 
At Pelican Pointe offers the best value in 
affordable, carefree, senior living. Everything 
we do is focused on providing you the very 
best in senior living. It’s all right here! 

By Discovery Senior Living

At Pelican Pointe

Equal Opportunity Employer, including disabled and veterans.For Job Details:

CURRENT OPENINGS - at our Venice Location

www.astongardens.com/senior-living/fl/venice/aston-gardens-at-pelican-pointe/career-center
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CNA  /  Caregiver
LPN 34hrs week
APPLY IN PERSON:

1000 Aston Gardens Drive • Venice, FL 34292
941-240-1010

Assisted Living Facility License AL#10612



SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION D  

By PAUL TULLIS
BLOOMBERG NEWS

D
NA analysis has long 
been the gold stan-
dard for establishing 
identity. Now there’s 

technology that may do the 
same for product provenance 
— as in, where exactly cloth-
ing, furniture, food or pretty 
much anything else comes 
from.

Bacteria, pollen, tiny fungi 
and — as the entire world knows 
all too well — viruses can be 
found in dust coating every object 
and floating in the air around us. 
What you may not know is that 
every place on the globe has its 
own unique signature of  different 
kinds, amounts and combinations 
of  these micro-organisms.

If  you take a cotton swab, wipe 
it across your desk, and sequence 
the DNA of  the microbes it 
collects, you’ll find a blend 
of  microscopic objects that is 
unlikely to occur anywhere else. 
That’s the nutshell version of  the 
science behind San Francisco-
based Phylagen, one of  the more 
recent entries in the supply chain 
track-and-trace market. It’s a seg-
ment that businesses use to verify 
whether their products came from 
where suppliers say they did.

TELLING A STORY THROUGH  
TINY PARTICLES

Given growing sensitivity to 
the climate crisis, environmental 
preservation and illegal labor 
practices, such services have 
become increasingly popular.

“Life forms are location-specific 
across the globe, and tell a story 
about what happened in a place, 
and also of  how things are moving 
around,” said Phylagen co-found-
er and Chief  Executive Officer Dr. 
Jessica Green.

Beyond its implications for 
sustainability, contracts secretly 
outsourced by suppliers mean 
products can end up substan-
dard, presenting risks to brand 
reputation.

Unsurprisingly, companies 
are seeking better ways to make 
supply chains more transparent. 
Lilac Nachum, professor of  
marketing and international 
business at the City University 
of  New York, said that while 
companies often don’t own their 
suppliers, “they’re accountable, 
not only for their suppliers, but 
for the suppliers’ supply chains.” 
Gary Marion, director of  manu-
facturing for Providien, a medical 
device contract manufacturer in 
California, said the reality is “you 
can’t always trust your partners 
overseas.”

DETECTING COUNTERFEITS
Track-and-trace technology has 

often involved scanned bar codes 
and radio frequency identifica-
tion tags to monitor shipping 
containers as they make their 

TRACK-AND-TRACE
Using dust and  

DNA to verify 

product origins

way to your warehouse. But as 
supply chains grow more diffuse, 
demand is growing for more 
ironclad methods — particularly 
in the pharmaceutical industry, 
where counterfeit products kill 
thousands annually. These days, 
track-and-trace is a $2.2 billion 
industry, according to Grandview 
Research.

Leaders in the field include 
Siemens AG, Zebra Technologies, 
Optel Group, Tracelink, and 
Antares Vision SpA. The only 
company doing something similar 
to Phylagen, however, is New 
Zealand-based Oritain, which 
analyzes ratios of  stable isotopes 
and trace elements like potassium 
and zinc. These vary based on 
soil conditions and other factors. 
Samples are run through statisti-
cal models to determine whether 
each is consistent with a claimed 
origin. But it only works with 
food, pharmaceuticals, and fibers 
such as cotton and wool.

In 2014, Green co-founded 
Phylagen with Dr. Harrison 
Dillon, who helped start the 
industrial biotech firm Solazyme. 
Phylagen, which has 25 em-
ployees, received $14 million 
in Series A funding last year 
from Peter Thiel’s Breakout 
Ventures, Working Capital, 3M 
Ventures, and others, according to 
Crunchbase. The name is a play 
on “phylogeny,” the evolutionary 
history of  a type or part of  an 
organism.

MICROBIOME DATABASE
Phylagen says it’s “building the 

world’s largest environmental 
microbiome database,” working 
directly with its clients’ channel 
partners, usually located in the 
region where products originate. 
Testing involves obtaining 
samples from the air and surfaces 
inside a supplier’s factory — the 
start of  the supply chain. Samples 
are sent back to Phylagen for 
DNA sequencing and analysis by 
machine learning algorithms.

At the end of  the supply chain 
(the client’s warehouse) pack-
aging is opened and the inside 
swabbed, since it’s essentially 
a time capsule of  the factory or 
farm where the product originat-
ed. If  the samples match, all is 
well. If  not, the customer knows 
something may be wrong.

Green maintains that her tech-
nology can be used to identify the 
origin of  apparel, pharmaceuti-
cals, raw materials (such as cotton 
and minerals) and even food. Of  
course, Phylagen’s matching tests 
are only as accurate as their sam-
ples. If  someone is making winter 
coats with goose down sourced 
from multiple farms, Phylagen 
would need to take samples at 
each one. For a laptop assembled 
in Shenzhen, China, the factory 
where its batteries were made 
must be tested, too.

“Some customers want more 
visibility (into) the deepest parts 
of  their supply chain,” Green 
said.

Food, however, may not be so 
easy, said Pablo Perversi, chief  in-
novation, sustainability & quality 
officer at chocolate maker Barry 
Callebaut. Phylagen’s verification 
methods would be difficult for 
his products, since cacao beans 
— like palm oil and other crops — 
come from different farms and are 
mixed together near their point of  
origin. For specialty brands that 

SEE DNA, 3DSHUTTERSTOCK
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By JOANNE SHULMAN
BOOKTRIB

“There is no room in this country for 
hyphenated Americanism.” 

— Theodore Roosevelt, 1915

I love a richly layered historical novel 
that tells the stories of  ordinary people 
living in extraordinary times, and Rishi 
Reddi’s “Passage West” (Ecco) does not 
disappoint.

EXTRAORDINARY TALE 
Unlike many who “thought they did 

not have stories to tell,” Ram Singh, 
the book’s main character, shares his 
unforgettable tale. The story opens in 
1974 as an aging Ram visits his lifelong 
friend and nemesis, Karak Singh Gill, 
who is dying in a Los Angeles hospital. 
At Karak’s request, Ram retrieves a box 
containing his own hand-written letters 
that Karak has saved for 50 years. Ram 
reads the letters and refl ects on his 
complicated relationship with Karak, 
bringing us to the main portion of  the 
story that is set between 1913 and 1924.

Reddi humanizes the past in a sweep-
ing saga that illuminates a little known 
period of  U.S. history at the onset of  
World War I. In 1914, 21-year old Ram ar-
rives in Fredonia, a city in California’s 
Imperial Valley, ironically hyped as 
“America’s Dream.” Sent by his uncle to 
earn money for the family, Ram leaves 
his wife and reluctantly joins Karak and 
fellow Punjabis. “There is a place for us 
here,” Jivan Singh Gill, Karak’s patron, 
tells Ram. The Hindustanees, along with 
other immigrant groups from every 
continent, all hope to better their lives 
by farming the Valley’s fertile agricul-
tural land.

TACKLING PREJUDICE TOWARD IMMIGRANTS
In the Valley, “everyone had come 

from somewhere else”; yet, not all 
immigrants are welcome or extended 
the same privileges. Such inequities 
trigger resentment and bigotry between 
members of  diff erent immigrant groups. 
The American government does not al-
low Punjabi wives and children to come, 
but the European families are welcome. 
Furthermore, many men like Karak, 
encounter a legal barrier forbidding 
them to marry women of  another race.

Perhaps the heaviest toll comes with 
the passing of  the Alien Land Law 
where Asian Indians, Japanese and 
other non-whites are considered “aliens 
ineligible for citizenship,” and thereby 
prohibited from leasing and owning 
land. In every region where Punjabis 
farmed, there was a pattern of  prejudice 
against them, even before the Alien 
Land Law was in eff ect.

“Who belongs in what place on 

this earth?” ponders Jivan Singh, a 
sentiment shared by Ram who longs 
to return home. Despite his yearning, 
Ram dutifully agrees to extend his stay 
in California, earning additional money 
for his cousin’s dowry in Punjab. “Home 
loomed beyond his reach as a place of  
peace, the Valley as a place of  division.” 
Locals openly refer to the Punjabis as 
“dirty ragheads” and see them as a 
threat to family life. Large landowners 
who formerly negotiated monetary 
deals with the immigrant sharecroppers 
double-cross Ram and Karak by seizing 
their crops. Tensions mount until an 
unspeakable act occurs. As an old man 
looking back, Ram realizes how “a 
moment determines a life.”

LEARNING FROM THE PAST 
Reddi is a meticulous researcher, his-

tory buff  and, like her character Ram, 
a fascinating storyteller. She skillfully 
embeds the ubiquitous bigotry of  the 
time in her narrative. Although the 
novel provides readers with a detailed 
view of  our nation’s past indignities, the 
book’s themes of  racism, discrimination 
and anti-immigration, disconcertingly 
resemble the divisiveness of  the United 
States today.

Historical fi ction begs readers to ask 
themselves, “What can we learn from 
our past mistakes and how can we use 
this knowledge to address contemporary 
issues?” That remains the 50 million 
dollar question.

BookTrib.com is the lifestyle destination 
for book lovers, where articles and books 
are paired together to create dynamic 
content that goes beyond traditional book 
reviews.

‘Passage West’ is a 20th 
century immigration story 

that feels eerily current

HARPERCOLLINS PUBLISHERS

BY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Here are the bestsellers for the week 
that ended Saturday, April 25, com-
piled from data from independent and 
chain bookstores, book wholesalers 
and independent distributors nation-
wide, powered by NPD BookScan 
© 2019 NPD Group.

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Walk the Wire” by David Baldacci 

(Grand Central) Last week: —
2. “If  It Bleeds” by Stephen King 

(Scribner) Last week: —
3. “Masked Prey” by John Sandford 

(Putnam) Last week: 1
4. “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox 

and the Horse” by Charlie Mackesy 
(HarperOne) Last week: 3

5. “American Dirt” by Jeanine 
Cummins (Flatiron) Last week: 2

6. “The Book of  Longings” by Sue 
Monk Kidd (Viking) Last week: —

7. “Texas Outlaw” by James 
Patterson and Andrew Bourelle (Little, 
Brown) Last week: 4

8. “The Book of  Lost Friends” by 
Lisa Wingate (Ballantine) Last week: 7

9. “The Boy from the Woods” by 
Harlan Coben (Grand Central) Last 
week: 5

10. “The Giver of  Stars” by Jojo 
Moyes (Viking/Dorman) Last week: 11

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “Magnolia Table, Volume 2: A 

Collection of  Recipes for Gathering” by 
Joanna Gaines (Morrow) Last week: 1

2. “Untamed” by Glennon Doyle 
(Dial) Last week: 2

3. “Fierce, Free, and Full of  Fire: The 
Guide to Being Glorious You” by Jen 
Hatmaker (Nelson) Last week —

4. “The Splendid and the Vile: 
A Saga of  Churchill, Family, and 
Defi ance During the Blitz” by Erik 
Larson (Crown) Last week: 3

5. “Medical Medium Cleanse to Heal: 
Healing Plans for Suff erers of  Anxiety, 
Depression, Acne, Eczema, Lyme, Gut 
Problems, Brain Fog, Weight Issues, 
Migraines, Bloating, Vertigo, Psoriasis, 
Cysts, Fatigue, PCOS, Fibroids, UTI, 
Endometriosis & Autoimmune” by 
Anthony William (Hay House) Last 
week: —

6. “The House of  Kennedy” by James 
Patterson and Cynthia Fagen (Little, 
Brown) Last week: 4

7. “Hidden Valley Road: Inside the 
Mind of an American Family” by 
Robert Kolker (Doubleday) Last week: 7

8. “Fortitude: American Resilience in 
the Era of  Outrage” by Dan Crenshaw 
(Twelve) Last week: —

9. “Arguing with Socialists” by 
Glenn Beck (Threshold) Last week: 9

10. “Get Out of  Your Head: Stopping 
the Spiral of  Toxic Thoughts” by Jennie 
Allen (WaterBrook) Last week: 17

This week’s 
top reads

Two of this week’s 
best-selling books 
are “Walk the 
Wire” by David 
Baldacci and 
“Magnolia Table, 
Volume 2” by 
Joanna Gaines.

READ THISBESTSELLERS

GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING
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rely on specifi c sourcing, 
he said, “it would be 
very diffi  cult to keep one 
farm’s beans separate 
from another’s.”

Scientists emphasize 
that Phylagen would also 
need to account for how 
a location’s microbiome 
changes over time. 
Phylagen says it collects 
several samples from a 
location at diff erent times 
to account for seasonal 
variability, and movement 
of  diff erent people and 
objects into the location.

WHY COMPANIES WANT 
MORE INFORMATION

Phylagen’s services 
add to existing off erings 
by companies including 
SafeTraces, (focusing 
on food tracking), 
Provenance (a blockchain 
solution) and SourceMap 
(supplier discovery 
and risk calculation). 
Green, though declining 
to reveal the specifi cs 
behind her company’s 

testing methods, said 
Phlylagen can pinpoint 
specifi c “factories, farms 
or warehouses” where 
products originated.

Experts in the fi eld 
say such track-and-trace 
precision is theoretically 

possible.
Brandi Cantarel, 

assistant professor of  bio-
informatics at University 
of  Texas Southwestern, 
and Pieter Dorrestein, a 
professor at the Skaggs 
School of  Pharmacy 

and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at University 
of  California, San Diego, 

agreed that a comprehen-
sive database of  microbi-
ome data might allow for 
such hyper-transparency.

While there are chal-
lenges tied to metagenom-
ic sequencing techniques, 
Dorrestein said, “you 
could capture microbes’ 
slight variations at the 
genetic level.” Green 
contends her customers 
have independently vali-
dated Phylagen’s results, 
though she declined to 
name them.

“There are multiple 
reasons why you want to 
know more about your 
supply chain than you 
used to,” said Malcolm 
Preston, a former head 
of  sustainability for 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
Chief  among them is 
unauthorized subcon-
tracting, which can be 
tied to forced labor or 
damaging environmental 
practices.

Today, the coronavirus 
outbreak is bringing 

new complexity to 
supply-chain verifi cation. 
Movement restrictions 
cover millions of  people 
across the globe. With 
factories shut down, 
companies must shift 
operations and sourcing. 
New suppliers are under 
pressure to provide their 
new customers products 
on time and at scale.

“It’s under those 
conditions when suppliers 
feel the most pressure to 
outsource,” Green said. 
She added that Phylagen 
is looking to incorpo-
rate novel coronavirus 
tracking in its protocols to 
help “monitor the biome 
in buildings and public 
spaces to assure customer 
and worker safety.” Green 
said the company is now 
equipping organizations 
with a Covid-19 surface 
test to detect the patho-
gen’s presence in built 
environments across the 
supply chain.

DNA
FROM PAGE 1D

SHUTTERSTOCK

If you were to take a cotton swab, wipe it across your desk, and sequence the 
DNA of the microbes it collects, you would fi nd a blend of microscopic objects 
that is unlikely to occur anywhere else.

By JENNIFER DAY
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

I
should’ve written this Q&A 
with Samantha Irby about 
“Wow, No Thank You” — her 
latest incisive and brilliantly 

ribald essay collection — days ago. 
But, like many during this coro-
navirus moment, I couldn’t focus. 
Instead, I found respite in clicking 
through all 80-some installments of  
Irby’s newsletter, “Who’s on Judge 
Mathis Today?” It’s a daily recap 
of  cases heard in the reality TV 
show’s courtroom, fi ltered through 
Irby’s comic lens and bearing such 
irresistible subject lines as: “‘Who’s 
going to fi x my baldspot?’”

As loyal readers know, it’s worth 
following Irby into the corners of  our 
culture for her blunt and stunningly 
shame-free takes on bodily functions, 
relationships and lots of  other things 
that would seem unbearably beyond 
our control, were it not for her ability to 
puncture the tension with pitch-perfect 
(expletive-laced) humor.

It’s the reason her latest book debuted 
on best-seller lists earlier this month. 
It’s also why Abbi Jacobson (“Broad 
City”) pursued Irby to adapt her fi rst 
book, “Meaty,” into a television show. 
(Irby says planning to shoot a pilot in 
Chicago is underway.)

We spoke with Irby by phone from her 
“Sam chair ... right by the front door, 
where I can watch to see if  anyone’s 
trying to break in to kill us.” It’s a habit 
she’s developed since leaving apartment 
living behind for a single-family home 

she shares with her wife in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. Here’s an edited transcript of  
our chat.

You really like to be home. You seem 
uniquely qualifi ed to off er advice about 
staying in during the coronavirus lockdown.

I do truly love it — not the coronavi-
rus. Oh my God! Being home.

The fi rst essay in the book, “Into the Gross,” 
sends up the daily rituals touted on lifestyle 
blogs by describing a version of your own 
routine. Has the lockdown changed any of 
that?

It’s the same. Although I have been 
reading more, which is good, because it 
truly feels like the days have no shape. 
So I try to set aside time: OK, if  you 
watch three hours of  TV, you have to 
read half  a book. I used to have the 
news on to keep me company and I 
stopped that.

Any coping tips for extroverts who may be 
itching to get out of the house?

My space really does have the stuff  I 
want in it and it’s mostly organized and 
clean. So take some of  your extrovert 
energy and really clean up and make 
it look nice, and then you’ll feel better 
about being there. Also, this is the 
perfect time to call people. And if  you 
FaceTime them, you have an imperative 
to get dressed and do something to your 
hair and, like, be cheerful.

Everyone talks a lot about unplugging, but 
your essay “Hung” celebrates the smart-
phone. You don’t feel the urge to put the 
phone down?

It’s a gift that you can have a bunch of  
fun distraction and imaginary friends 
right there in your pocket. People used 
to be, like, Oh, I don’t have a TV; TV 
is garbage. I feel like this is just a new 
version of  that. They say, Oh, I’d rather 
have a conversation. How many people 
do you know that you actually want to 
talk to for an extended time? I just don’t 
believe it. I think it’s a signifi er, so you 
know they’re more cultured. Like if  you 
are being for real, you love your little 
phone.

Speaking of signifi ers, when your book hit 
The New York Times bestseller list, it initially 
described you as “a former receptionist.” Do 
you describe yourself that way?

So that was my job, and I’m proud 
of  it. But in the time that I’ve not been 
a receptionist, I have been a New York 
Times best-seller. You’ve really got to 

be coming from an (expletive) place if  
the way you describe me is as a “former 
receptionist” and not just, like, a writer. 
I read that, and I burst out laughing.

You developed the “Meaty” pilot and wrote 
for Hulu’s “Shrill” and Showtime’s “Work 
in Progress.” Is your career moving toward 
screenwriting?

Writing for TV involves a lot of  
hustling and trying to get on shows, 
and you probably should live in L.A. I 
don’t want to do that; that’s not really 
my vibe. But if  I can work occasionally 
with people I really love on projects that 
I really love, then that’s what I want to 
do. Working on “Work in Progress” was 
a major thing. Everybody involved is so, 
so cool And it was great to be home.

What are you working on now?
I get a little sick of  myself. Right after 

the book comes out, I have to talk about 
myself  in a way that sounds funny and 
intelligent, and I just feel stupider and 
stupider. So I don’t write anything in 
these post-book weeks.

Except your Judge Mathis newsletter. Why 
Judge Mathis?

He’s so funny. He is sort of  like every 
black dad — kinda mean, kinda funny. 
I know his whole thing is tough love, 
and he truly is salty, but you can tell 
that he loves you. I had watched the 
show forever, and I just tweeted, Hey, if  
I recapped Judge Mathis, would anyone 
read it? And enough people responded 
and were, like, ‘Yes, you should start 
today.’ If  I could get people to pay me 
to riff  on stuff  as a career, rather than 
like having to live my own life and 
then write about it — I mean, if  you’re 
provided with the material and you just 
have to come up with jokes? Nothing 
is easier than that. I think now I’m at 
6,000 subscribers, which is unbelievable. 
People email me in response everyday: 
Please keep doing this. Especially now 
that we’re all trapped.

Samantha Irby returns with an 
antidote to your coronavirus funk
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“It’s a gift that you can have 
a bunch of fun distraction 

and imaginary friends right 
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Meatballs are good for the soul
Try these French,  

Chinese, Spanish 

and American 

versions

HILLARY LEVIN/ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 

Meatballs clockwise from top left: Lion’s Head (Chinese Meatball), Beef boulettes with Financière Sauce, Chicken Meatballs and 
Meatballs in Almond Sauce.

BEEF BOULETTES WITH FINANCIÈRE SAUCE
YIELD: 6 servings

12 ounces leftover beef (pot roast, stew 

meat or roast beef)

1 cup finely chopped onion, divided

½ cup finely chopped celery

1 large garlic clove, crushed and very finely 

minced

3 large eggs

¼teaspoon plus ½ teaspoon dried thyme, 

divided

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons salt, divided

½ teaspoon black pepper, divided

1 teaspoon baking powder

¼ cup plus 3 tablespoons olive oil, divided

½ teaspoon dried oregano

3 garlic cloves, crushed

2 pounds tomatoes, cut into 1-inch pieces, or 

1 (28-ounce) can of plum tomatoes

2 cups sliced mushrooms, about 8 ounces

2⁄3 cup slivered green olives

1. Cut the meat into chunks, then process it in a food processor until it is finely chopped. 

Combine it in a bowl with ½ cup of the onion, celery, the 1 crushed and finely minced clove of 

garlic, eggs, 1/4 teaspoon of the thyme, flour, 1 teaspoon of the salt, ¼ teaspoon of the 

pepper and baking powder.

2. Preheat oven to 160 degrees.

3. Heat ¼ cup of the olive oil in a large skillet. With your hands, make patties with the meat 

mixture, using about 2 tablespoons for each one — you will have about 18 patties. Working in 

batches, pat the patties gently to flatten them a bit and place them in the hot oil. Cook for 

approximately 2 minutes on each side, until browned. Transfer to a tray and keep warm in the 

oven while you make the sauce.

4. For the sauce: heat the remaining 3 tablespoons oil in a large saucepan. Add the remaining 

½ teaspoon thyme, oregano, remaining ½ cup finely chopped onion and remaining 3 crushed 

garlic cloves and cook over medium-high heat for 1 minute. Add the tomatoes, remaining 1 

teaspoon salt and remaining ¼ teaspoon pepper and bring to a boil. Reduce to a simmer, 

cover and cook over medium heat for 5 to 6 minutes; at this point, the tomatoes will have liq-

uefied if they were nice and ripe.

5. Push the mixture through a food mill and return it to the saucepan (if you don’t have a 

food mill, puree the mixture in a food processor and then push it through a sieve). Bring to a 

boil, add the mushrooms, bring back to a boil, then simmer for 10 minutes. Add the olives 

and boil for about 1 minute. Serve with the warm boulettes.

Per serving: 207 calories; 9 g fat; 2 g saturated fat; 130 mg cholesterol; 19 g protein; 15 g car-

bohydrate; 6 g sugar; 3 g fiber; 985 mg sodium; 140 mg calcium

Recipe from “Essential Pepin,” by Jacques Pepin

CHICKEN MEATBALLS
YIELD: 4 servings

1 tablespoon plus 4 

teaspoons olive oil, 

divided

6 to 8 ounces 

mushrooms, chopped

½ onion, diced

2 to 3 garlic cloves, 

minced

1 bunch flat-leaf parsley

1 pound ground chicken 

or turkey

½ cup grated Parmesan, 

preferably Parmagiano-

Reggiano

¼ cup milk

1 egg, beaten

1⁄3 cup bread crumbs or 

panko bread crumbs

½ cup dry white wine

LION’S HEAD (CHINESE MEATBALLS)
YIELD: 8 servings

8 dried black mushrooms

1 ¼ pounds ground pork

20 water chestnuts, finely diced

1 teaspoon finely minced fresh ginger

3 scallions, chopped

1 teaspoon finely minced garlic

Grated rind of 1 orange

¼ teaspoon sesame oil

1 tablespoon dry sherry

1 tablespoon light soy sauce

1 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon cornstarch

Vegetable oil (or peanut or corn oil) for deep 

frying

Steamed spinach or broccoli, optional

1. Place the mushrooms in a mixing bowl and add 

hot water to cover. Let stand 20 minutes or longer 

until softened.

2. Place the pork in a mixing bowl. Drain the mush-

rooms and squeeze dry. Chop them. Add them to 

the pork. Add the water chestnuts, ginger, scal-

lions, garlic, grated orange rind, sesame oil, sherry, 

soy sauce, salt and cornstarch. Mix well and shape 

into 8 to 12 balls.

3. Heat the oil for deep frying and add the meat-

balls in batches, if necessary. Deep fry until crisp 

and golden on the outside. Drain well. Place the 

meatballs in a steamer and steam for 20 to 25 

minutes. Serve on a bed of spinach or broccoli.

PER SERVING: 258 calories; 20 g fat; 11 g 
saturated fat; 48 mg cholesterol; 13 g protein; 6 
g carbohydrate; 1 g sugar; 1 g fiber; 406 mg 
sodium; 15 mg calcium

Recipe from “The Best of  Craig Claiborne,”  
by Craig Claiborne and Pierre Franey

MEATBALLS IN 
ALMOND SAUCE

YIELD: 4 to 6 servings

1 large egg

1 pound ground pork or veal, or 

½ pound of each

5 slices firm white sandwich 

bread, crusts removed, 

divided

½ small onion, finely chopped

2 tablespoons flat-leaf parsley, 

finely chopped

Salt and pepper

5 or 6 garlic cloves, divided

Flour for dredging

Olive or sunflower oil for frying

1 cup chicken stock

1 cup fruity dry white wine

A good pinch of saffron threads

Grated zest of 1 lemon

2 teaspoons granulated sugar

½ cup blanched whole or 

slivered almonds

3 tablespoons olive oil

1. For the meatballs: Lightly 

beat the egg in a large bowl. 

Add the meat. Soak 4 of the 

crustless slices of bread in 

water, squeeze them dry and 

add them to the bowl with the 

meat, mashing it all together 

with your fingers until the 

bread is blended with the pork. 

Add the onion, parsley, salt and 

pepper to taste (but do not 

taste raw pork). Mash and 

mince 2 of the cloves of garlic 

to a paste and add to the bowl. 

Work mixture with your hands 

into a soft, well-blended paste. 

Shape into balls the size of 

large walnuts and roll in plenty 

of flour.

2. Heat about ½ inch of oil in a 

wide skillet until it sizzles when 

you throw in a small piece of 

bread. Add the meatballs, in 

batches, and fry briefly, turning 

to brown them all over; then lift 

them out with a perforated 

skimmer and drain them on 

paper towels. They do not need 

to be cooked through, as they 

will cook further in the sauce.

3. For the sauce: Pour the 

stock and wine into a wide 

skillet and bring to a boil. Add 

the saffron, lemon zest, salt 

and pepper to taste and the 

sugar.

4. Fry the remaining 1 slice of 

bread, almonds and remaining 

3 or 4 garlic cloves in 3 table-

spoons olive oil in a small skillet 

until golden brown. Lift them 

out and let cool a little, then 

grind to a paste in a mortar and 

pestle or food processor. Stir 

this paste into the sauce.

5. Add the meatballs and 

simmer, covered, over very low 

heat, turning once, for about 20 

minutes, until cooked through. 

Add a little water if necessary.

PER SERVING (BASED ON 6): 
487 calories; 33 g fat; 8 g 
saturated fat; 87 mg 
cholesterol; 19 g protein; 23 g 
carbohydrate; 4 g sugar; 2 g 
fiber; 619 mg sodium; 77 mg 
calcium

Recipe from “The Food of  
Spain,” by Claudia Roden

By DANIEL NEMAN
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

M eatballs begin with 
ground meat, usual-
ly the cheaper cuts.

As with many foods of  
humble origins, meatballs 
have long been co-opted by 
the rest of  the world; they 
now appear on the menus 
of  the trendiest restau-
rants, often as an appetizer 
or a small plate.

1. Heat 1 tablespoon of the olive oil over medium-high heat in a medium or large skillet and sauté mushrooms and onion 

until mushrooms have given up their liquid and onion is translucent, about 3 to 5 minutes. Set aside.

2. Chop garlic and parsley together until reduced in bulk by half, but you can still see pieces of leaves; do not chop until it 

becomes a paste. Place in a bowl with the chicken and add the mushroom mixture; mix and squeeze with hands until com-

bined. Add Parmesan, milk, egg and bread crumbs. Season with salt and pepper, and mix with hands until thoroughly com-

bined.

3. Form into 12 meatballs. Refrigerate 30 minutes to allow them to set.

4. Heat a skillet (or two) over medium-high heat and add 2 teaspoons of oil (or 2 teaspoons into each). When hot, add 6 of 

the meatballs (or 6 to each pan), making sure they do not touch. Fry, turning frequently, until brown on all sides; they will 

flatten on their sides because they are so soft.

5. Add ¼ cup of the wine to the pan, or to each pan, cover, and simmer until done, about 15 minutes. You may need to add 

more wine if it all boils away; you should have a tablespoon or two of rich wine sauce on the bottom.

6. Remove to a platter. If you are only using 1 skillet, repeat steps 4 and 5 for the other half of the meatballs.

7. Serve by themselves, with pasta and olive oil, garlic and Parmesan, or with a tomato sauce.

PER SERVING: 448 calories; 31 g fat; 7 g saturated fat; 150 mg cholesterol; 30 g protein; 14 g carbohydrate; 4 g sugar; 
2 g fiber; 340 mg sodium; 20 mg calcium

Recipe by Mary Anne Pikrone
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OF COURSE!
BY JACK MOWAT AND JEFF CHEN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ

 ACROSS

1 Big inits. in news
4 Place to visit in a suit
10 Sign of winter’s end
16 Purchase that often 

costs 99¢
19 Something picked at 

with a pickax
20 Comic Jones formerly 

of ‘‘S.N.L.’’
21 Fleet
22 Low-____
23 Duffer’s approach 

shots that barely go 
anywhere?

25 Like kids, but not 
mom or dad?

26 Gaza grp.
27 Bad position for a 

server
28 Pick up
30 CD follower
31 Flair
32 Post-Mao Chinese 

leader
33 Duffer’s putt that just 

misses?
37 Goes on a tweetstorm
39 ____ Reader
40 Tiny insects in a 

swarm
41 Founder of WikiLeaks
44 Common skirt feature
45 Preparatory time
46 Nickname for a 

duffer who can’t hit 
straight?

49 ‘‘____ on!’’

51 Yapped like a dog

55 Make (out)

56 Pauses

57 King Midas’s downfall

59 Sport

60 Showing signs of 
neglect

62 Orphan girl in Byron’s 
‘‘Don Juan’’

64 Lodgers

66 Result of spectators’ 
heckling a duffer?

71 Rope holding down a 
bowsprit

73 Course that’s free of 
obstacles?

74 It was ‘‘a no-go’’ in 
Billy Joel’s ‘‘We 
Didn’t Start the 
Fire’’

77 ‘‘Such is life!’’

78 Foaming at the mouth

81 Certain insurance 
coverage

84 Line on a map: Abbr.

85 Protection

87 Rapper Lil ____ X

88 Duffer’s problems 
with an angled club?

90 Scale starter, per 
‘‘The Sound of 
Music’’

92 Attach to the end of

94 On the button

95 ‘‘I’m listening’’

98 Physician Jonas

99 Actress Davis

100 Duffer’s reasons to 
choose a wood?

104 Turntable rates, in 
brief

108 Letter-shaped 
fastener

109 ____ order

110 Wolf (down)

111 Button on a DVD 
player

112 Cool, in an uncool 
way

113 Something consumed 
with a cracker?

115 Like the duffer in this 
puzzle?

118 Palindrome in poetry

119 Box up

120 Cause of fatigue

121 VW predecessors?

122 New York city on 
Long Island Sound

123 Like the ‘‘Mona Lisa’’ 
in 1911

124 Civics and Accords

125 School of thought

 DOWN

1 Wanderer

2 ____ Parade, annual 
June celebration

3 Intel producer

4 Scads

5 Part of the upper bod

6 ‘‘Or so’’

7 V.I.P. rosters

8 More yellow, but not 
yet brown, say

9 Like a question for 
which ‘‘maybe’’ is 
not an option

10 Capital of French 
Polynesia

11 Off the internet, to 
internet users

12 Blue toon in a white 
dress

13 Chocolate substitute

14 Japanese soybean 
appetizer

15 Nickname that can be 
either masculine or 
feminine

16 Standard outlet 
connection

17 Grand dwelling

18 Carelessly drops

24 Ankle-biter

29 Move stealthily

31 Weapon sought by 
Voldemort

33 Woman with a well-
known internet ‘‘list’’

34 Cardiologist’s tool

35 Like some 
personalities

36 Go full ____ (throw a 
world-class hissy fit)

38 Certain employee at 
ESPN or JPMorgan 
Chase

41 Vanquishers of kings?

42 Drink in a little cup

43 Piece of training 
equipment in boxing

44 Put forth, as a theory

47 Dance that men often 
do shirtless

48 Europe-based grp. 
with no European 
members

50 Org. that employs 
radio telescopes

52 Principle of 
harmonious design

53 Absorb, as a loss

54 Ones practicing: Abbr.

57 ____ Purchase, 1853 
land deal with 
Mexico

58 Actor Patel

61 Thorn in a dictator’s 
side

63 Grassy field

65 Kind of rating

67 Road crew’s supply

68 House speaker 
before Pelosi

69 Went green, perhaps?

70 Called up

71 Call to a shepherd

72 Stadium cry

75 Milk sources

76 Disintegrate, in a way, 
as cells in the body

79 S O S in Gotham City

80 Biblical figure with a 
tomb in the Cave of 
the Patriarchs

82 Simple shelter

83 Spanish winds

86 Convinced

88 No longer sleeping

89 ‘‘Marriage Story’’ 
co-star, to fans

91 Simple and ingenious

93 Sparkle

95 Have trouble deciding

96 Headstrong

97 Spot coverage?

99 Like a wunderkind

101 Edie of ‘‘The 
Sopranos’’

102 Spoilers, of a sort

103 Witch
105 ‘‘Catch That ____ 

Spirit’’ (old ad 
slogan)

106 Exams for some bio 
majors

107 Pull some strings?
111 Guesses by GPSes
113 Director Craven
114 Play with
116 Thurman of ‘‘Pulp 

Fiction’’
117 Word with rolling or 

bowling

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84

85 86 87 88 89

90 91 92 93 94

95 96 97 98 99

100 101 102 103 104 105 106 107

108 109 110 111

112 113 114 115 116 117

118 119 120 121

122 123 124 125

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Jack Mowat, 20, of Omaha, Neb., is a sophomore at Notre Dame studying civil engineering. A self-described crossword “fanatic,” he 
and his roommate used to solve the New York Times crossword together every day and hang the completed puzzles on the wall. The 
inspiration for this one was his dad, an avid golfer. This is Jack’s second puzzle for The Times. His collaborator, Jeff Chen, is a writer 
and professional crossword constructor in Seattle. — W.S.

FOR ANSWERS TURN TO PAGE 8D

NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD No. 426

By CATHARINE HAMM
LOS ANGELES TIMES

You may be wearing a mask. 
Middle seats could be empty 
on purpose. And the newest 
passenger may be a sky janitor.

Welcome to what may be 
airline travel in the post-coro-
navirus world.

When the shutdown is over, 
the next airline trip you take 
probably won’t resemble your 
last. Changes include the end of  
cabin service on some carriers, 
meaning those snacks that 
found their way back after the 
Great Recession are disappear-
ing again. So long, Stroopwafels 
or their equivalent.

Get ready for more rules, 
more “new norms” and more 
variation in ticket prices.

Fasten your seat belts for 
the all-different, incredibly 
bumpy ride in an industry 
expected to lose $314 billion in 
air passenger revenue this year, 
according to the International 
Air Transport Association.

ON-BOARD EXPERIENCE
Your flight attendant might 

be wearing a face mask and you 
might be too, either by mandate 
or preference.

United, American, Frontier 
and JetBlue will require flight 
attendants to wear masks. 
Delta mandates it if  attendants 
cannot maintain distancing, 
and flight attendants at other 
airlines are being encouraged 
to don them as well. JetBlue 
also is requiring masks for 
passengers, but even if  your 
carrier doesn’t require them, 
you may want to wear one 
anyway.

On some airlines, including 
Alaska, American, Delta and 
Spirit, you’ll see empty middle 
seats in an effort to keep 
passengers apart. It’s easier 
to do that now, because the 
seats are empty anyway, said 
Seth Kaplan, an airline analyst 
based in Washington, D.C.

But, he asked, “What hap-
pens when blocking middle 

seats means turning away a 
substantial amount of  busi-
ness? There is a correlation 
between airlines that have 
packed about as many seats on 
airplanes as can be packed and 
airfares that were at about their 
all-time, inflation-adjusted low.”

If  reduced load factors are no 
longer economically sustain-
able, Aviointeriors of  Italy has 
a couple of  suggestions.

One is a seat configuration, 
called the Janus, in which the 

middle seat in a three-across 
configuration is turned the 
other way and clear barriers 
surround the seats so you’re 
not in your seatmate’s airspace.

The other is called Glassafe, 
which resemble vertical salad 
bar sneeze guards between 
seats.

More surfaces to clean? Yes. 
But there may be a person for 
that.

Think sky janitor, said 
Shashank Nigam, chief  

executive of  SimpliFlying, an 
aviation marketing consultan-
cy, and the author of  a report 
called “The Rise of  Sanitised 
Travel.” That person, Nigam 
said, would be responsible 
for the constant cleaning of  
“high-touch areas inside every 
airplane.”

VANQUISHING THE VIRUS
SimpliFlying’s report also 

suggests preflight sanitation, 
including disinfecting the trays 
on the airport’s X-ray security 
conveyor belt as well as your 
baggage, which would then be 
“sanitagged” as having been 
cleaned.

Those are some of  the 
report’s 70 suggestions, some 
low-tech (removing the in-flight 
magazines from seat pockets) 
and one involving the creation 
of  the Transportation Health 
Authority, which would ask “all 
airports to follow consistent 
health and sanitation guide-
lines,” Nigam said. It would be, 
he added, akin to the creation 
of  the Transportation Security 
Administration after 9/11.

Some travel experts have 
suggested the creation of  a 
“health passport,” which would 
be something like vaccination 
records passengers once had to 

carry. It might indicate whether 
you have had COVID-19 or been 
vaccinated.

If  that sounds invasive, con-
sider this: In Dubai, Emirates 
airline administers blood tests 
to all passengers before board-
ing, according to U.S. News and 
World Report, and results are 
available within 10 minutes. 
The blood work is meant to 
determine whether a person 
has antibodies, not whether 
the person has COVID-19, U.S. 
News said.

AT WHAT COST?
The staggering losses that 

airlines will suffer this year 
have given rise to a logical 
question: Is a higher ticket 
price going to be part of  the 
airlines’ recovery?

Perhaps not at first, Kaplan 
said.

Lower prices often prove to 
be the siren song that even a 
reluctant traveler cannot resist.

“It’s going to be rather 
cheap because clearly we’re 
in a recession,” he said, and, 
because airlines may need to 
coax passengers back on board.

However, if  social distancing 
is mandated, “it could have an 
enormous impact on pricing,” 
said Brett Snyder, a former 
airline employee and founder 
of  Cranky Flier and Cranky 
Concierge.

How enormous? Unknown, 
because load factors are but 
one part of  the ticket price 
equation. About a quarter 
of  the cost of  a ticket is fuel, 
which recently sold for less 
than nothing. So the price 
crystal ball remains murky.

Except perhaps on this point: 
If  you can find an airline with 
lenient cancellation/refund 
policies and you know you 
want to travel at Thanksgiving 
or Christmas, this may be the 
time to buy those tickets, said 
George Zeng, chief  executive of  
Moonfish, which analyzes flight 
data and hopes to become a 
subscription service for finding 
low fares.

Holiday prices probably will 
be better now than later. “I 
think prices will continue to 
increase,” Zeng said, noting 
that prices on domestic flights 
from Los Angeles rose almost 
24% in the last month.

What your next flight may look  

like in the post-coronavirus world
There could be 

plastic guards 

between seats  

and sky janitors

PHOTOS COURTESY AVIOINTERIORS/LOS ANGELES TIMES

A rendering of the Janus seat. The middle seat is reversed to isolate passengers.

A rendering of the Glassafe transparent guards, which resemble 
vertical sneeze guards between seats.
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 FRUITFUL DISCUSSIONS BY MYLES MELLOR 

1 .  A S I  X O Z I  C R G D I G  W G I X  N E V H  

C G B O A Z  R E Y  U I W I A R J V I Z .  S I  V N U I Y  

K I R T S I Z ,  D I V N E Z  R E Y  T B T B D J I G Z .  S I  

V O U I Y  A N  R  U I G H  G O K I  N V Y  R W I ! 

2 .  J K B O L  H R L O B E L  G A J Q I O  T Q I A J  

T A L V X O  H Q L  E B O J V F  R K L Q L  J K L  

X L L Q  H Z X  J K L  G H Z J H V B I C L  C V H F !

3 .  W Y P D Q  P B D  E Z Q I J W Q L  R Q F K D ,  

N A J F R D  P A J M  P B D  Y W Q K D Q  P B D L  

H D Q D  Z O F V I  W N E ’ O  P A  B Z V P  M A H V  

N D Q O F K K A V O  A Y  F V P D Q D O P .

4 .  F J F L K N Q F  R H T  U O Z Y X Q D .  B A F  

I H L Z  D N B  J F L K  V O T K  R A F Q  B A F  

T B L H R V F L L X F T  Y L N Z X T F C  B N  D X J F  

H R H K  H  I L F F  U H Z  T F T T X N Q  B A H B  

C H K .

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS

GOREN BRIDGE WITH BOB JONES

© 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

DEAR ABBY: I am part 
of  a couples group 
that gets together on a 
regular basis for dinner. 
The problem is one of  
the women takes over 
the conversation, and 
it becomes her mono-
logue. She just won’t 
stop! She goes into min-
ute detail about every 
aspect of  her life for 
the last couple of  weeks (or months 
or years!) and the lives of  her family, 
friends, friends of  family and friends 
of  friends. These are people we don’t 
know and don’t care about!

We have tried to redirect the con-
versation by asking someone else a 
specific question. Before they can 
hardly comment, she jumps right 
in again. She’s a nice person, and a 
friend. 

Can you suggest a kind way we can 
fix this, or do we just have to exclude 
them from these dinners? — Ears 
Hurting in Ohio
DEAR EARS HURTING: The woman may 
not realize how her efforts to be en-
tertaining are perceived by the rest of  
you. Someone — possibly you — has 
to summon up the courage to tell her 
how off-putting her monologues are. 
It may not be an easy conversation 
to have, but it would be better than 
excluding her with no explanation. 
If, however, she is unable to change 
her behavior, the solution would be to 
stop inviting her.
DEAR ABBY: I just turned 51 and have 
been diagnosed with cancer for the 
second time. Why is it that when I 
tell someone I have cancer, their first 
response is to tell me about every 
person in their life who has had can-
cer and all the gloomy stories? One 
family member actually pulled out 
pictures to show me her SIL’s hair 
growing back. Why do they think this 
is an appropriate response? It’s the 
last thing I want to hear. 

It is difficult to remain positive, and 
I struggle with letting people in. The 
more this happens, the more I shut 
down. Your thoughts? — Trying in 
Salem, Mass.

DEAR TRYING: It might 
help to remind yourself  
that these individuals 
may be trying to show 
you they identify with 
what you and their rela-
tives have experienced. 
The family member who 
showed you that picture 
may have thought she 
was being encourag-
ing by showing you a 

positive outcome — that after chemo, 
your hair may grow back. 

If  someone starts a conversation 
along these lines, it is perfectly ac-
ceptable to tell the person you would 
rather not discuss the subject right 
now — or ever. 

Please don’t allow the fact that 
some people are inappropriate to iso-
late you. As I am sure you are aware, 
there are cancer support groups in 
which you can receive emotional 
support. If  you need to find one, visit 
cancer.org.
DEAR ABBY: I have this friend “Bill,” 
and every day I give him three or four 
cigarettes. I never ask him for money, 
but this has been going on for a long 
time. Bill keeps saying he will buy me 
a carton, but he’s been saying this for 
five months now. I gave him $50 for 
his birthday and again at Christmas 
time. I’m tired of  giving. How can I 
end this vicious cycle? — Michael in 
New Jersey
DEAR MICHAEL: In the words of  the late 
Nancy Reagan, “Just say no!” (You 
are being given a great opportunity to 
quit smoking. TAKE IT!)
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

To receive a collection of  Abby’s 
most memorable — and most fre-
quently requested — poems and 
essays, send your name and mailing 
address, plus check or money order 
for $8 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby — 
Keepers Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount 
Morris, IL 61054-0447. Shipping and 
handling are included in the price.

Dinner parties are dominated 
by woman’s nonstop talking

DEAR ABBY
Advice Columnist

CRYPTOGRAMS

JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using 
numbers 1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only once in 
each row, column and 3x3 
block. Use logic and the pro-
cess of elimination to solve 
the puzzle. The difficulty 
level ranges from Bronze 
(easiest) to Silver (medium) 
to Gold (hardest).

Rating: SILVERsw

GET MOVING
By Pam Amick Klawitter
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ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19).

Success won’t come from 
doing anything too grand. It 
just comes from doing what 
you say you’re going to do. 
Promise small and deliver on 
it, and you’ll win the day.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20).

You’ll get specific about 
what you want and need, 
because the typical answers 
are so ubiquitous that they 
no longer mean anything to 
you. What would be good for 
you is different from what 
would be good for someone 
else.

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 21).

Imperfection and flaws are 
part of the deal. The better 
you are at living with things 
you don’t like without giving 
them too much of your at-
tention, the more time you’ll 
have to do something great. 

CANCER (JUNE 22-JULY 22).

Change is necessary, and 
you feel driven to break up 
the monotony but only to 
a certain degree. Too much 
novelty is destabilizing, so 
you’ll seek just the right 
amount of excitement.  

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22). The 
significance of committing 
to one thing is that you are 
also giving up your option of 
doing the other things. What 
comes without sacrifice 
quickly becomes worthless. 

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).

Committing to your own 
growth will mean doing 
things that don’t necessarily 
come easily to you, but that 
doesn’t mean they have to 
be very hard, either. Small 
changes will add up.  

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 23).

There are distinctly differ-
ent destinies that unfold 
depending on how you show 
up. You will carefully con-
sider your approach to situa-
tions knowing that whatever 
you choose, it will come with 
its own outcome. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 24-NOV. 21).

You’ll be in the grip of con-
flicting tensions, and though 
this is a little uncomfortable, 
there’s something terribly 
interesting, creative and 
romantic about it, too. 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC.

21). Your ability to compart-
mentalize will allow you to do 
incredible things. There are 
times when you take your 
ability to focus on the task at 
hand for as long as it takes 
to accomplish it as a given.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN.

19). Think carefully about 
how many people you 
should involve in a project. 
Two people involved have a 
dynamic. Add a third person 
and the variables open up 
exponentially. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB.

18). One can go pretty far 
with faultless manners and 
unimpeachable taste. Now 
if you could only find such 
a person! Luckily, true con-
nection (which is based in 
relatability, vulnerability and 
shared mistakes) goes even 
further. 

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20).

Know who you’re deal-
ing with, and be wary of 
those who would prefer to 
interact with those who are 
totally absorbed into them, 
communicating more like 
an echo than a distinct and 
separate voice. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (MAY

3). Your cosmic birthday 
present is the confidence 
that comes with right action. 
In six months you’ll find that 
you’re talking less about 
your ambitions and showing 
more of your work once it’s 
completed. You’ll be grow-
ing and enjoying how that 
translates in your life — what 
it means you can do for your 
loved ones. Aries and Virgo 
adore you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 7, 4, 25, 33 and 18.

HOROSCOPE

DEAR HELOISE: I’m 
looking forward to 
when we no longer 
have to practice social 
distancing. I want to 
plan a party for when 
it’s all over. Can you 
share some hints to 
help me out and make 
hosting the party 
easier? — Emma In 
New Jersey
DEAR EMMA: Not everyone has 
grown up in a family that does lots 
of  entertaining, so it’s not always 
easy to put together a party. Here 
are four hints that you can use to 
make having a party a breeze. Be-
ing organized is essential! Here’s 
how to do it:

1. Plan the event well in advance. 
Figure out what kind of  party you 
want to have — sit-down dinner, 
barbecue, formal family gathering 
or casual pool party. Then make 
a list of  guests, determine a menu 
and make a shopping list.

2. Keep it simple. Prepare what 
you do best. Don’t try out new reci-
pes or make complicated dishes. 
You know what your family loves 
to eat, so make it for your party. 
Take all the shortcuts you need to.

3. And if  guests want to bring a 
dish, why not? Let them join in the 
festivities by contributing food. Co-
ordinate with them as to what you 
could use — appetizer, side dish 
or dessert. Most guests will bring 
flowers, candy or wine. 

4. During the event, if  your fam-
ily members or friends want to 
help, by all means, let them. The 
goal is to have a festive and fun 
gathering, sharing food and drink 
around a table with the friends and 
family you love. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: Accidents do hap-
pen, and you can rip or tear your 
clothing — anytime or anywhere!

Here are some fast fixes to help 
get you through an embarrassing 
clothing crisis:

* Safety pins or a stapler can be 
used to hold up a sagging hem. 
Staple from the inside out to pre-
vent snagging your hose.

* Buttons can be 
pinned on temporar-
ily with a small safety 
pin.

* A waistband can 
be enlarged simply by 
looping two rubber 
bands through the 
buttonhole and then 
looping those bands 
over the button.

* Duct tape can fix 
just about any clothing disaster. 
Keep some in your purse. But if  
you don’t have any, transparent 
tape will do for a short time.
— Heloise
DEAR HELOISE: Can you explain the 
safety product labels on food?
— Tiffany In New York
DEAR TIFFANY: Yes, I can. When you 
are in the supermarket, always 
check out the label to be sure that 
what you are buying is fresh and 
safe to buy. 

To help you, supermarkets pro-
vide product-dating labels. Here 
are some of  the most common and 
what they mean:

* Sell By or Pull Date: This indi-
cates the last day an item should 
be sold. After that time, the item 
should be taken off  the grocery 
shelf.

* Expiration Date: This is last 
day that the items should be sold or 
eaten.

* Freshness Date: This shows 
how long freshness is guaranteed.
— Heloise
DEAR READERS: Now is the time to 
get your windows sparkling clean 
for the summer months. Cleaning 
dirty windows is a dreaded and 
time-consuming task. Use these 
two hints to make the job easier 
and your windows shine:

1. After washing windows, to get 
them streak-free, dry them on the 
outside from right to left. And then 
on the inside, dry with stokes going 
up and down.

2. To make windows shine, add 
one cup of  vinegar to half  a gallon 
of  water. Pour into a spray bottle 
and apply to windows. Dry well.
— Heloise

Hints for organizing a home 
party without stressing out

HINTS FROM HELOISE
Advice Columnist

KEN KEN  THE LOGIC PUZZLE THAT MAKES YOU SMARTER

must contain the numbers 
1 through 4 (easy) or 1 
through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

heavily outlined boxes, 
called cages, must combine 
using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce 
the target numbers in the 
top-left corners.

cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.

©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com
KenKen is a registered trademark of KenKen Puzzle LLC. ©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 5-3-20

©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com

TODAY’S ANSWERS

7 LITTLE WORDS

JUMBLE BY DAVID L. HOYT AND JEFF KNUREL

1.  The wise farmer grew only fruits and vegeta-

bles. He loved peaches, melons and cucumbers. 

He lived to a very ripe old age! 

2.  Those awesome citrus fruit fields are mostly 

where the deer and the cantaloupe play!

3.  After the burglary crime, police told the farmer 

they were using APB’s to hunt down persimmons

of  interest.

4.  Everyone was jumping. The farm got very busy 

when the strawberries promised to give away a 

free jam session that day.

PUZZLE ANSWERS  

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE

CRYPTOGRAMS

Saturday’s 
Challenger Answers

CHALLENGER

EASY CHALLENGING

Add  to your SUN Newspaper 

Subscription for only $2 a month. 

Do you know what’s on 

TV tonight? 

We do!
Call 941.206.1300

today to stay tuned.
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By MESFIN FEKADU
AP MUSIC WRITER

NEW YORK — Kelly 
Rowland says her new 
single “Coff ee” and its 
accompanying music 
video is her “ode to the 
beauty of  black women.”

Rowland debuted the 
breezy R&B track and 
video featuring black 
women across a spectrum 
of  shades and colors two 
weeks ago.

“I just wanted it to be 
an expression of  black 
beauty and the diff erent 
variations and tones 
and body shapes,” said 
Rowland, who shot the 
video in Miami late last 
year. “I was really in-
spired by black women.”

The Grammy-winning 
singer said she fi rst start-
ed working on “Coff ee” in 
2017 but held on the track, 
which was co-written by 
Syd of  the alternative 
R&B band The Internet.

“I was very particular 
after I had my son about 
what I was saying and 
how good it was because 
I wanted to make him 
proud,” said Rowland, 
who gave birth in 2014. “I 
was extremely hard on 
myself.”

In an interview, 39-year-
old Rowland talks about 
coff ee — the song and the 
drink — as well as signing 
with Jay-Z’s Roc Nation 
company for management 
and life in quarantine.

There’s been a really warm 
response to “Coff ee” and its 
video. How does that make 
you feel?

The morning that it 
came out, I had this really 
big weight on my chest. I 
literally got to my closet 
and I cried because I was 
like, “This is what I re-
member the anxiety and 
everything feeling like,” 
but this one felt a little 
diff erent. It’s because I’ve 
been in business for 20-
plus years and it was like 
an overwhelming sense of  
gratitude. When I started 
seeing, whether it’s my 
fans or new people, or 
I’m seeing dancers put 
movement to the song, 
that’s really something to 
take in and celebrate and 
be grateful for. It could be 
completely diff erent. I feel 
this overwhelming sense 
of  gratitude that literally 
gives me a ball in my 
throat. You just don’t take 
anything for granted. You 
really don’t.

Are you a big coff ee 
drinker?

I’m a coff ee ice-cream 
girl. Whenever there’s 
aff ogato close, it has 
my name on it. I like it 
when it’s iced. I like iced 
coff ee and I drink it with 
whiskey.

How’s the album 
coming along?

I’m very excited about 
this album. I’m excited for 
the fact that the years that 
it took me to fi nd tempo. 
...The whole album’s not 
up-tempo, but I’m excited 
to share my tempo. I feel 
like I always had mids 
and slower records but 

yeah, I’m ready to dance. 
Especially when we come 
out of  all this, we need to 
dance.

Have you fi nished 
the album?

I have at least one more 
record to do. In my gut, 
I feel like I have like one 
more record to do.

And you’re technically 
an independent artist now?

Yes, for now. There 
have been really cool 
calls. At the same time, 
it’s such a diff erent space 
and time in music now. I 
think in my head it’s just 

navigating it all. I’m defi -
nitely independent. It’s 
something about it that 
I’m really, really loving 
and there’s something 
about it where you’re just 
like, “Oh I need a little 
bit more of  some budget 
money to execute some 
of  this.” I always say that 
dog’on Destiny’s Child 
set me up because we had 
visuals. People are like, 
“You gon’ release a song 
with no visuals?” Now 
that I released ‘Coff ee’ 
people are like, “OK, what 
are we going to get next? 
What visual are we going 
to get next?” So I do feel 

that pressure, but I just 
want to take it a little 
easier on myself.

Is this album through 
Roc Nation?

Roc Nation is my 
management company.

How did that come about?
It’s family and it just 

happened. It just really 
happened to work and it’s 
working out really well 
so far. My team, I have a 
great team. It’s not to say 
I didn’t have a great team 
before, I had a great team 
before. You evolve, you 
move on and that’s really 
it and Roc Nation is home 
now.

What have you been doing 
with your time at home?

I wish that I would 
have learned how to work 
ProTools. I think now, it 
makes you defi nitely want 
to learn. You watch artists 
like, I heard Ariana 
Grande does it. I heard 
Trey Songz does it. So 
many diff erent artists are 
like, “Yeah I’m going to 
do that over,” and they’re 
operating their own 

sessions. I’m like, “Why 
didn’t I learn how to do 
that?” That’s probably my 
next goal is to learn how 
to record myself  because 
I could have gotten so 
many things done. I’ve 
been sent songs since 
being quarantined and 
I’m literally waiting for 
my engineer to come out 
of  his quarantine.

Did you have a goal date 
for getting the album out?

No. The thing is, before 
quarantine, we were at 
the close of  the record. 
That’s when you’re 
like turning records in, 
talking to writers and 
producers, starting that 
whole process of  the 
ending process. It’s not 
that it’s slowed down but 
defi nitely made things a 
little more challenging to 
navigate. We got this. We 
got this, but defi nitely, 
defi nitely this year. I’m 
not waiting anymore. 
I’m not wasting anymore 
time. I’m doing it this 
year.

Kelly Rowland’s ‘Coffee’ is her ode to black women
The video was 
shot in Miami

RICHARD SHOTWELL/AP FILE

Kelly Rowland says her new single “Coff ee” and its 
accompanying music video is her “ode to the beauty 
of black women.” She debuted the breezy R&B track 
and video featuring black women across a spectrum 
of shades and colors two weeks ago.

to your SUN Newspaper 
subscription for only $2 
a month.

Do you know where the 
fish are biting? We do.

ADD

Call 941.206.1300 today. 
YOU’LL BE HOOKED!

ad
no
=
37
25
61
6-
1

DR. SUSAN R. BROOKS
General Dentistry
 Implants • Cosmetic 
• Nitrous Oxide
• Dentures & One Day Repair
• Laser Periodontal Therapy
New Patients Welcome

3440 Conway Blvd. #2A 
(Behind Post Offi ce)
Port Charlotte 

941-234-3420
www.susanrbrooksdds.com

MY DENTIST 
USED A LASER 
TO TREAT MY 
GUM DISEASE

NEW LOW COST DENTURES

Bad Breath, 
Bleeding Gums

ad
no=

3748321-1

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY LICENSE # AL13053

EQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

The home-like feel of our community creates a comfortable 
environment where residents are free to explore their interests 

through an array of activities and social events..

 “I would recommend Heritage 
Oaks to all of my friends. 
In fact, I already have! 

A bunch of people from my 
neighborhood have moved 
here and they all seem to 
love it as much as I do”

- Pat M. - Current Resident

AT HERITAGE OAKS
YOU’RE FAMILY

7374 SAN CASA DRIVE
ENGLEWOOD, FL 34224

HERITAGEOAKSLIVING.COM
PHONE:   941.698.2600

CALL 941.698.2600
Englewood’s Premier Aging in Place Assisted Living & Memory Care Community

ad
no

=3
74
86
38
-1

The Talk of a  Lifetime
Pre-Arrangements Made Simple & Easy® Since 1980

Visit Us Online or Call for an Appointment Today!

941-462-0799
www.BaldwinCremation.com

PLAN
DIRECTLY
ONLINE

Baldwin Brothers has 
made pre-planning 

your cremation  
online easier than ever

$895
Simple

Cremation

VISIT YOUR
NEAREST

LOCATION
for a personal  

appointment with 
a Baldwin Brothers 

Pre-Planning Advisor

ad
no

=3
74
86
29
-1



MAY 3, 2020
AN EDITION OF THE SUN

YOURSUN.COM

RECOGNIZING NURSES HERE AND EVERYWHERE INSIDE

BY MCC

N urses play essential roles 
in their communities. 
Nurses interact with and 

assist their patients in many 
diff erent ways.

Nurses are the foundation of  
most successful social health 
care programs and they are 
often the powering force be-
hind implementing private- or 
government-funded health 
plans. In addition, a 2015 report 
in the International Journal of  
Community Based Nursing and 
Midwifery found nurses are key 
players in community health 
awareness and promoting 
preventative health measures.

People who recognize the 
impact a great nurse can have 
may wonder how they can hon-
or this special person. While 
nursing organizations off er 
prestigious awards for nursing 
excellence, a community-based 
or individual recognition may 
be just as meaningful.

How communities 
can appreciate nurses

OFFER A PUBLIC THANKS
In an era of social media posts, 

someone can share with the 

community (and the world) how 

a nurse impacted his or her life 

for the better. Thanking a nurse 

online can be a way to start a 

positive pay-it-forward movement.

SCHOOL NURSES DAY
School administration can set 

aside a special day each year, 

whether it’s in May on National 

School Nurses Day or another 

time of year, to pay homage to 

the school nurse. Children can be 

urged to draw thank-you cards, 

and parents can chip in for a 

special luncheon or gift.

DONATE IN TRIBUTE
Honor a special nurse by making 

a donation in his or her name 

to a charitable healthcare 

organization. Honorees may 

receive a listing on a website, 

notification of the tribute, official 

certificates of honor, or a letter of 

honor sent to his or her place of 

employment.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES
Pitching in may be a big help 

to a dedicated yet overworked 

nurse. Volunteering at a hospital 

or health center can show a 

nurse how much he or she is 

appreciated.

OFFER GIFTS
People who want to thank a nurse 

who has provided exemplary 

service may want to offer a gift 

to the nurse directly or provide 

something for the entire medical 

office or hospital floor. Catered 

food, flowers, gift cards, candy or 

similar gifts may be appreciated.

Nurses work long hours for the 

benefit of their patients. Offering 

a word or gesture of thanks 

can mean the world to these 

dedicated individuals.

INSIDE
Bayfront Health and Fawcett Memorial Hospital 

celebrate their nurses. See Pages 6-7F

SHUTTERSTOCK
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By LINDSEY TANNER
AP MEDICAL WRITER

A phone call sounds like such 
a small thing. But the sedated 
man in a Missouri hospital 
room was gravely ill with 
COVID-19, and nurses arranged 
for his family to wish him well, 
perhaps for the last time.

In another hospital, a 
guitar-playing nurse sings 
‘’Amazing Grace” outside 
patients’ rooms. And in anoth-
er, doctors show smiling photos 
of  themselves so COVID-19 
patients can see the faces 
behind the masks.

In a time of  anxiety and 
isolation, simple acts of  
kindness from medical workers 
are giving comfort and hope to 
patients and their families.

That phone call arranged 
by a nurse at a St. Louis-area 
hospital let Erin Muth talk to 
her dad, Steve Blaha, for the 
fi rst time in six days and just 
hours after doctors revived him 
when his heart stopped beating.

“Dad had basically died and 
we hadn’t had a chance to say 
anything to him,” said Muth, 
a nurse herself  in Iowa. She 
tearfully told her dad, “Thanks 
for everything you’ve done for 
me, rooting for me and cheer-
ing me on. I’m cheering you on 
now, Dad.”

Blaha, a machinist, turned 
65 the next day, March 28, and 
though he remained sedated, 
Erin and her mom wished him 
happy birthday in a nurse-ar-
ranged video call.

Muth is convinced those calls 

gave Blaha strength. Days later 
doctors removed the ventilator 
and let Blaha breathe on his 
own. He’s weak, but recovering.

Most people do recover from 

the new coronavirus. But it can 
be life-threatening for older 
adults and people with existing 
health problems. Many hospi-
tals treating COVID-19 patients 

have adopted strict no-visitor 
policies and patients’ only 
human contact is with masked 
and gloved medical workers.

“I’m afraid it might feel 

a little bit dehumanizing,” 
said Dr. Elizabeth Paulk, an 
attending physician at Parkland 
Memorial Hospital in Dallas. 
“So much of  our interaction 
with patients is nonverbal, and 
I think a lot of  the warmth and 
humanity of  the interaction is 
lost when you can’t see some-
one’s smile or their face.”

That’s why Paulk decided to 
have her team make personal 
introductions, in paper print-
outs showing their names, color 
photos, and greetings in English 
and Spanish. Paulk’s photo 
shows her with her two kids.

The message: “We are com-
plete people and we see them as 
complete people,” she said.

At Saline Memorial Hospital 
in Benton, Arkansas, Katie Lea, 
chief  nursing offi  cer, knew the 
staff  and patients needed to 
ease their stress. She recalled 
that one nurse plays guitar and 
sings at a local church.

Michael Stramiello gladly 
obliged. On work breaks, wear-
ing a blue surgical mask, he 
strums and sings at the nursing 
station and in the corridor, loud 
enough for patients to hear in 
their rooms.

Religious songs are his favor-
ites, but at a patient’s request he 
played “You are My Sunshine.”

Stramiello said everyone is 
feeling “a bit more anxiety” 
because of  the pandemic.

“Music has always been my 
personal therapy relief,” he 
said. “It’s a diff erent approach 
to being a nurse, for sure. It 
makes me thankful to be able 
to do it.”

A phone call, a song: 
Small gestures soothe stress

In a time of anxiety and isolation, simple acts of kindness from 

hospital workers are giving comfort to patients and their families

AP PHOTO

In this image taken from video provided by Adam Blackerby, Michael Stramiello plays the guitar 
inside a hospital room in Benton, Arkansas. Stramiello plays and sings for stressed-out staff ers 
and patients.

BY MCC

Nurses put in long hours as they 
work tirelessly to advocate for 
their patients. While any time of  
year is an opportunity to thank 
the nurses in our lives, there are 
various events that pay special 
homage to these hardworking 
professionals.

MAY
May is a big month for nursing obser-

vances. The entire month is Oncology 
Nursing Month, when the eff orts of  
nurses who work in cancer care are 
celebrated.

May 6 marks National School Nurse 
Day, which highlights the hardwork-
ing nurses who work in our nation’s 
schools.

May 6-12, 2020, is National Nurses 
Week, annually celebrated on or near 
the birthday of  Florence Nightingale, 
the founder of  modern nursing. 
This week is also when we celebrate 
International Nurses Day, which falls on 
May 12.

May 10-16 is National Nursing Home 
Week, where nurses who work in nurs-
ing homes are honored as the public 
learns more about nursing home care 
and planning.

JUNE
National Nursing Assistant Week 

begins on June 18 and continues until 
June 25. This week provides an opportu-
nity to showcase the incredible men and 
women who devote their lives to being 
nursing assistants. National Career 
Nursing Assistants’ Day takes place on 
June 14.

AUGUST
Teamwork is essential in healthcare 

facilities and health unit coordinators 
are vital and indispensable profes-
sionals who support doctors and 
nurses in various ways. During Health 
Unit Coordinators Week, which runs 
from Aug. 23-29, and on Health Unit 
Coordinators Day on Aug. 23, these 
special workers get the attention they 
deserve.

OCTOBER
Emergency Nurses Day on Oct. 9 

recognizes emergency nurses for their 
dedication, service and commitment to 
their patients and communities.

NOVEMBER
Home Health Care Aide Week takes 

place the second full week of  November 
each year and honors the millions of  
nurses, home care aides, therapists, and 
social workers who make diff erences 
in the lives of  the patients and families 
they serve.

Nursing observances 
through the year
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BY MCC

The field of  nursing is complex. 
Much like physicians specialize 
in particular areas of  medicine, 
nurses often narrow their focus 
to certain disciplines within the 
profession.

Education is vital for anyone 
aspiring to become a nurse. The 
American Nurses Association 
notes that there are various 
requirements for licensure within 
the field of  nursing. Such re-
quirements typically begin in the 
classroom. When considering a 
career in nursing, aspiring nurses 
should recognize that there are 
various degrees they can pursue, 
and that each of  these degrees 
can pave the way to a rewarding 
career.

ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE
The online nursing resource 

Nurse.org notes that nurses who 
have earned their associate’s 
degree in nursing, or ADN, are 
the professionals most people 
first consider when thinking of  
nurses. ADNs speak directly with 
patients about their symptoms 
and conditions and monitor and 
record vital signs. An ADN also 
is qualified to administer med-
ication and can offer advice on 
self-care after surgery and how to 
confront illness or injury.

ADNs work in a wide range 
of  health care settings, helping 
to provide services for everyone 
from infants to the elderly. The 
American Nurses Association 
notes that the ADN is a two-year 
degree offered by community col-
leges and hospital-based schools 
of  nursing.

BACHELOR’S DEGREE
The ANA notes that a bach-

elor’s of  science in nursing 
(BS/BSN) is a four-year degree 
offered at colleges and universi-
ties that prepares graduates to 
engage in the full scope of  profes-
sional nursing practice across 
all health care settings. En route 
to earning a BSN, students will 
concentrate on an assortment 

of  disciplines that will benefit 
them throughout their careers. 
Psychology, human growth and 
development, biology, microbiol-
ogy, organic chemistry, nutrition, 
and anatomy and physiology are 
typically the focus of  the first 
two years of  study. As students 
advance toward earning their 
BSN, they also will learn about 
adult acute and chronic disease, 
maternal/child health, pediat-
rics, psychiatric/mental health 
nursing, and community health 
nursing.

Nursing students pursuing 
a BSN will also study nursing 
theory, physical and behavioral 
sciences, and humanities. Health 
care economics and policy also 

may be studied as schools hope to 
educate aspiring nurses about the 
cultural, political, economic, and 
social issues that affect patients 
and influence how health care is 
delivered.

ADVANCED DEGREES
Aspiring nurses also may want 

to pursue advanced degrees. 
Master’s degree programs pre-
pare students to become advanced 
practice nurses, nurse adminis-
trators and nurse educators.

Aspiring nurses interested in 
research may want to pursue a 
doctor of  philosophy, or Ph.D., 
while those interested in clinical 
practice or leadership roles may 
pursue a doctorate of  nursing 
practice, or DNP.

Education is vital for modern 
nurses. The educational path as-
piring nurses take can determine 
where their careers ultimately 
take them.

How certain degrees in nursing can help aspiring nurses

SHUTTERSTOCK 

When considering a career in nursing, aspiring nurses should  
recognize that there are various degrees they can pursue, and that 
each of these degrees can pave the way to a rewarding career.

Types of nursing degrees
CNA Certificate or 
Diploma: Candidates for a 

CNA certificate need a high 

school diploma or GED. The 

program prepares students 

to perform direct patient 

care and provides training in 

areas like first aid, infection 

control and general safety.

LPN/LVN Certificate 
or Diploma: A one-year 

program, an LPN/LVN 

certificate serves students 

who wish to enter the 

nursing profession without 

committing to a bachelor’s 

program. Graduates learn 

how to provide patient care 

tasks, such as measuring 

vital signs, administering 

medications and tracking 

medical histories.

Associate Degree in 
Nursing: A two-year 

associate degree in nursing 

prepares graduates to 

take the NCLEX-RN to 

become a registered nurse. 

ADN programs serve 

students who plan to earn 

a bachelor’s or master’s 

degree later in their career 

but wish to start working 

in the nursing field right 

away. ADN programs 

usually require students 

to complete college-level 

introductory coursework 

in microbiology, chemistry, 

psychology and medical 

terminology.

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing: Just like an ADN 

program, a bachelor of 

science degree in nursing 

prepares students to take 

the NCLEX-RN. However, 

employers often give greater 

responsibilities and higher 

salaries to BSN-trained 

registered nurses than 

ADN-trained RNs.

Masters of Science in 
Nursing: MSN programs 

prepare students to 

become APRNs, such 

as nurse anesthetists, 

nurse practitioners, nurse 

midwives, and clinical nurse 

specialists. An increasing 

number of accredited 

schools offer RN-to- MSN 

bridge programs (for RNs 

without a BSN degree) and 

direct-entry MSN programs 

(for graduates with a 

non-nursing bachelor’s 

degree).

Doctor of Nursing 
Practice: Both MSN and 

DNP programs prepare 

registered nurses for 

APRN roles. However, a 

DNP program provides 

additional training in several 

nursing competency areas, 

such as health care policy, 

evidence-based practice, 

systems leadership and 

health information systems. 

Considered a practice 

doctorate, the DNP prepares 

nurses to work as nurse 

educators, administrators 

and patient care providers.

PhD in Nursing: A Ph.D. in 

nursing prepares students 

to conduct research in 

nursing practice and related 

disciplines to add to the 

existing body of knowledge 

in the field. A Ph.D. 

curriculum usually includes 

coursework in quantitative 

and qualitative research 

design and methods, 

scientific perspectives in 

nursing and measurements 

in health care research. This 

degree benefits nursing 

professionals who wish to 

focus on academic research 

as nurse educators.

SOURCE: NURSEJOURNAL.ORG

INSIDE
There is a wide range of  

specialties in the nursing field.

See Page 9F

A Special Thank You to Assistant 
Chief Nursing Officer Andrea Truex 

and the Englewood Community 
Hospital Nursing Team!

www.TruexPreferredConstruction.com

Residential and Commercial
New Construction & Remodeling

“Building Dreams & Relationships”

Not Pictured:  Kyle Christman, Nick Piatt, Dana Vachon

CBC1253399

...to all our Nurses 
on the Front Line 

in SW Florida 
& the USA!

Your hard work,
clinical excellence and 
compassionate patient 

care is appreciated 
beyond measure!

Thank 
you 

adno=3748232-1
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MEDICAL PAVILION 
CLINIC

Serving the Community since 1984

WALK INS WELCOME
DAVID S. BALLESTAS, MD, PA & ASSOCIATES

www.MedicalPavilionClinic.net

With hours for your busy lifestyle
Monday ~ Friday 8am ~ 6pm

FOR AN APPOINTMENT (941) 629-9190
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We Thank You!

Happy
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Nurses and emergency services personnel stand by a sign of gratitude donated to the Fawcett  
Memorial Hospital campus by a relative of an employee.

By ALEXANDRIA BENJAMIN
FaWCETT MEMORIaL HOSPITaL

Fawcett Memorial 
Hospital would like to honor 
and thank all of  our nursing 
professionals and wish them 
a happy National Nurses 
Week. We thank them and 
our entire staff for their 
unwavering commitment 
to their patients, each 
other and our community. 
Their tremendous sacrifice, 
resilience and dedication to 
their profession has truly 
made a difference. They con-
tinuously live our mission 
of  — above all else, we are 
committed to the care and 
improvement of  human life.

Fawcett Memorial Hospital  
honors National Nurses Week

PHOTOS PROVIdEd

EMT Ashley Stores, RN Breanna McDougal, security officer Richie Olivia, RN Michelle Vanhelden and RN Ally Chakrin stand by  
sidewalk chalk that their colleagues decorated all over the Fawcett Memorial Hospital campus.

Judy Elliott, RN, works on the cardiac 
telemetry unit at Fawcett Memorial 
Hospital, stepped up to the plate along 
with many other nurses, to care of 
patients with illnesses like COVId-19. 
Elliott says, “I’ve been a nurse for a very 
long time. I’m very fortunate because 
my team on 2 East are the most 
professional group of women and men 
I have ever worked with. The nurses are 
just awesome and we not only take care 
of our patients, we take care of each 
other too. They do not hesitate to come 
in everyday, gown up and take these 
challenges on.”

Registered nurse Morgan Norman 
works in the intensive care unit 
taking care of patients with illnesses 
like COVId-19 at Fawcett Memorial 
Hospital. She recently commented 
on her calling to be on the front lines 
of this pandemic. norman says, “I’m 
so thankful for all of the community 
support and it feels so good to know 
that they trust us with their loved 
ones. We care for them like our own 
family. I am so proud of our critical 
care team who are compassionately 
giving care to each and every 
patient while we continuously adapt 
to treatments. I’ve never been more 
proud of my team.”

OUR NURSES

Jim and Bonnie Bennett, long time volunteers 
at Fawcett Memorial Hospital display a handmade 
poster to show their support of the emergency 
room team during this pandemic. Jim and Bonnie 
are practicing social distancing and following stay 
at home orders.

Medical 

$3000 Sign on 
BONUS  

For Full Time Positions!

NURSES and CNAs 
All Shifts,

Full Time & PRN
SOLARIS HEALTHCARE

Apply: 
solarishealthcare.vikus.net

CNA’S, HHA’S AND 
CAREGIVERS

Find New Clients by 
Advertising Your 
Services in the 

Senior Directory 
Every Wednesday in 

The Sun Newspapers. 

This Feature Publishes in 
Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Desoto Counties. 
Market Yourself - Reach 

150,000 Readers! 
Call 941-429-3110 for more 

information

CARING FOR 
OUR HEROES

DOUGLAS T. JACOBSON
STATE VETERANS’ HOME

Registered Nurse

Senior LPN

Senior CNA’s

PT Food Support 
Worker

Excellent Benefits, 
Vacation Leave

Tammy Hoyt
941-613-0919 X 2006

Online:
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com

www.HorizonTechInstitute.com
“ADVANCE YOUR CAREER”      

Licensed & Accredited 
School  Murdock Town 

Center on 41 
1032 Tamiami Tr Unit 3
 PHLEBOTOMY,  EKG,  

LPN-wkds, CNA, Med. Asst. 
Classes -  CALL FOR DATES

YOU can become a LPN 
within 11 months. 

Enrollment ongoing.    
Start Working In 2-5 wks!   
Classes Start Each Month 

Call For Class Dates
Nursing Assistant (120hrs)
Home Health Aide (75hrs)     
Phlebotomy Tech (165hrs)   
EKG Tech (165hrs)  Patient 

Care Tech (600hrs)
Job Assist. &  Pymt. Plans

Call Now to Register!  
941-889-7506

Medical 

MASKS - protect yourself 
from Viruses. 100% Cotton, 
Homemade Masks. $4 each  

407-484-1529 Venice 
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By BEVIN HOLZSCHUH
BAYFRONT HEALTH PORT CHARLOTTE  

and PUNTA GORDA

Nurses serve a vital role in delivering 
quality, patient-centered care. Nurses 
comfort, listen, advise and serve as advo-
cates for patients, providing the human 
touch in medical care, now more than 
ever. Continually at the bedside, nurses 
always place their patients’ well-being 
above all else.

This year’s theme for National Nurses 
Week is “2020: The Year of  the Nurse.” 
Their ongoing commitment to quality is 
what moves health care forward — what 
often begins as a solution for one patient, 
becomes an advancement that benefits 
countless others.

During the week of  May 6-12, we 
will have an opportunity to honor and 
recognize nurses for the invaluable role 
they play in patient care. Please join all 
of  us at Bayfront Health Port Charlotte 
and Bayfront Health Punta Gorda in 
celebrating National Nurses Week, and 
show your appreciation to the nurses in 
your life. These dedicated individuals 
make a meaningful difference in people’s 
lives every day. It’s their commitment 
to quality and superior patient care that 
ultimately inspires trust and transforms 
health care.

We value our nurses and sincerely 
thank them for the compassionate care 
they provide with everything they do.

Bayfront Health thanks health care workers

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Bayfront Health Punta Gorda nursing staff demonstrate how they have ditched handshakes and elbow bumps for  
foot-taps.

Members of Charlotte County Fire EMS and Bayfront Health Port Charlotte ER 
staff recognize each other as teamwork is of utmost importance, now more 
than ever.

In honor of National Superhero Day, April 28, staff at Bayfront Health Port 
Charlotte take a moment as Charlotte County Fire EMS and the CCSO provide 
an enthusiastic Hero’s Welcome in true parade fashion.

Frontline health care workers are honored with a parade of Fire, EMS and  
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office deputies at Bayfront Health Port Charlotte.

Not all heroes wear capes.

OUR NURSES
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We Invite You To Join Us 

St. David’s Episcopal Church 

401 S. Broadway, Englewood, FL 

For information, please call the 
church office at  941-474-3140, 

or visit our website  
https://stdavids.dioswfl.org

St. David’s 
Episcopal Church

WE HONOR NURSES

HE IS RISEN!
Services Sunday 10am

& Wednesday noon 

Noonday Prayer and meditation

Streamed on our Facebook page

St. David’s joins the retired nurses within 
our own congregation in honoring the 
extraordinary eff orts and dedication of our 
area nurses during today’s unprecedented 
medical challenge. We thank each of you 
for your service, which is truly a refl ection 
of Christ’s own sacrifi ce to us.
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BY MCC

The year 2020 has been 
dubbed “the year of  the nurse 
and midwife” by The World 
Health Organization and World 
Health Assembly.

There are millions of  profes-
sional nurses across the globe 
and the demand for skilled 
nurses is on the rise. Aspiring 
nurses may have to pay a steep 
fi nancial price as they fi nance 
their educations en route to 
earning their credentials and 
licenses. Tuition is a consid-
erable expense for aspiring 
nurses, and how much they 
can expect to pay depends on a 
host of  factors. Enrollment in a 
bachelor’s degree program can 
range anywhere from $3,000 to 
$100,000 per year depending on 
the institution. A less expen-
sive and less time-consuming 
course involves the pursuit of  
an associate’s degree, which 
full-time students can earn in 
two years.

To help recuperate some 
costs, as well as to show nurses 
how much their dedication 
means to the public, various 
organizations off er discounts. 
These unoffi  cial tokens of  
gratitude to nurses can add up 
to considerable savings.

• Affi  liate discounts:
Enrollment in NursesUSA, 
which assists in the growth 
and advancement of  nurses, 
may provide nurses with access 
to affi  liated discounts. These 
can include everything from 
discounts in various cities, 
money off  major movie cinemas 
and percentages off  major 
theme parks.

• Savings on insurance:
Depending on age and other 
factors, automotive insurance 
providers may off er discounts 
to professional nurses.

• Warehouse membership:
Registered nurses are urged 
to join the warehouse retailer 
Costco as a new member and 
receive exclusive coupons 
valued at more than $60.

• Home protection plan:
TrustedPlace off ers nurses 
a 20% discount on a home 
protection plan with coverage 
up to $25,000. You can visit 
www.trustedplace.com/AARN 
to learn more.

• Enroll in a trade group:
Memberships for nurses 
are free to the American 
Association of  Registered 
Nurses and include a 

PerksCard for discounts on 
shopping deals and more. 
They also off er a pharmacy 
discount card that can save 
nurses between 20% and 80% on 
prescription medications.

• Discount clubs: Hometown 
Heroes off ers free member-
ship to registered nurses and 
discounts to businesses across 
the nation.

• Education discounts: The 
American Red Cross off ers 
aff ordable fi rst aid and CPR 
recertifi cation as well as 
continuing education credits 
to registered nurses. Mead-
Johnson Nutrition also off ers 
special programs to registered 
pediatric nurses.

Dedicated nurses work 
tirelessly on behalf  of  their 
patients to provide the highest 

quality of  care. Various organi-
zations recognize these unsung 
heroes and off er them discounts 
on products and services that 
can save nurses substantial 
amounts of  money.

Note: These discounts were 
valid at the time of  press. 
Nurses should confi rm avail-
ability at the time of  purchase 
or application to confi rm 
validity.

Discounts nurses can enjoy
2020 has been 

dubbed ‘the year 
of the nurse and 

midwife’

MCC PHOTO

2020 has been dubbed “the year of the nurse and midwife” by The World Health Organization and World Health Assembly.

BY MCC

Nurses are in high demand and 
fi gure to be so for many years to 
come. According to the Bureau of  
Labor Statistics, the employment 
of  registered nurses is expected to 
grow 12% between 2018 and 2028.

A strong outlook for the nursing 
profession fi gures to compel many 
people to pursue this fulfi lling line 
of  work. During such pursuits, 
aspiring nurses may realize their 
options are wide open, with many 
diff erent fi elds of  nursing draw-
ing candidates with an array of  
skillsets.

One career path aspiring nurses 
are sure to encounter is that of  
a nurse practitioner, or NP. NPs 
are advanced practice registered 

nurses. The responsibilities of  
an NP are greater than that of  a 
registered nurse, and as a result, 
there are additional education 
requirements for one to become 
an NP.

WHAT DO NPS DO?
NPs perform many tasks 

that people may think can be 
performed solely by doctors. For 
example, according to the online 
nursing resource Nurse.org, NPs 
can prescribe medications, exam-
ine patients, make diagnoses and 
even provide treatment. If  those 
tasks sound like the responsibili-
ties of  a physician, that’s because 
they’re similar.

The growing reliance on NPs is 

evident in the career outlooks for 
these highly trained professionals. 
BLS projections for NPs is even 
better than that for registered 
nurses, with estimates suggesting 
the employment of  advanced prac-
tice registered nurses will increase 
by 26% between 2018 and 2028.

Aspiring nurses should know 
that the education requirements 
for NPs are much greater than 
those for RNs and other roles 
within the fi eld of  nursing. The 
American Association of  Nurse 
Practitioners notes that all NPs 
must complete a master’s or 
doctoral degree program and have 
advanced clinical training beyond 
their initial professional RN 
preparation.

What is a nurse practitioner?

SHUTTERSTOCK

One career path aspiring nurses are sure to encounter is that of a nurse practitioner, or NP. NPs are 
advanced practice registered nurses. The responsibilities of an NP are greater than that of a registered 
nurse, and as a result, there are additional education requirements for one to become an NP.

Getting your Cannabis Card is easier than you think.
Schedule an appointment. Find out if you qualify today

941-375-6775
ICCPortcharlotte.com

3524 Tamiami Trail
#105G, Port Charlotte
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BY MCC

Nursing can be a prolific and 
prosperous career. The Bureau of  
Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook 
Handbook says job opportunities in 
nursing are expected to continue to 
grow at a rate faster than the average 
throughout all other professions.

Both registered nurses and licensed 
practical nurses can choose to work 
in a variety of  specialties within the 
nursing profession. Just about every 
discipline within the health care in-
dustry has a need for qualified nurses. 
Here is a look at just a few of  the many 
subspecialties of  nursing.

• Ambulatory care: These nurses 
provide treatment to people on an out-
patient basis. This is a comprehensive 
practice that often provides assistance 
with improving health or helping 
others seek care for health-related 
problems.

• Emergency care: Trauma or emer-
gency nurses work on the front lines 
at hospitals or medical centers. The 
majority are RNs who serve very 
important functions under high-stress 
conditions. Life-saving procedures, 
triage, setting up rooms for medical 
procedures and performing intubation 
are all in a day’s work for emergency 
care nurses.

• Forensic care: Forensic nurses apply 
nursing and the application of  health to 

support law enforcement practices.
• Obstetrical care: Nurses who work in 

an obstetrical capacity handle patients 
who are seeking to become pregnant, 
already are pregnant or have recently 
delivered (or lost) children. It can be a 
demanding field, but one that is quite 
rewarding as well.

• Oncology care: Oncology nurses 
work in the field of  cancer prevention 
and care. Oncology professionals often 
work under emotionally taxing situa-
tions and have to be both professional 
and compassionate.

• Ostomy care: Nurses in this disci-
pline focus on providing wound care, 
which is one of  the oldest disciplines in 
nursing.

• Pediatric care: Nurses who work 
in pediatric functions are typically 
employed in private pediatric practices. 
Nurses check vital signs, administer 
vaccinations, offer information on child 
health and development, and work as 
the right-hand person to the physician 
on staff.

• Surgical care: Surgical nurses, also 
known as theater nurses or scrub 
nurses, assist with patient care before, 
during and after surgeries. Most 
require extra training to this end, and 
there are subspecialties to this field.

The field of  nursing is a versatile 
one that can suit qualified nurses with 
varying interests and skillsets.

Specialties within  
the field of nursing

SHUTTERSTOCK 

Surgical nurses, also known as theater nurses or scrub nurses, assist with 
patient care before, during and after surgeries. Most require extra training to 
this end, and there are subspecialties to this field.

BY MCC

As fulfilling as nursing can 
be, nurses routinely confront 
issues that other professionals 
may never encounter. Nurses 
are in high-demand, but a 
shortage of  openings in nursing 
schools in recent years has 
led to a widening gap between 
the demand for skilled nurses 
and the supply, according to 
the nursing support resource 
Nursing.org. As a result, many 
nurses are taking on more 
work than they can handle. 
Couple this with the inherently 
demanding nature of  nursing 
and it’s not surprising that 
nurses may experience fatigue, 

mental exhaustion and doubts 
about the value of  their work.

Holli Blazey, MSN, ANP-
BC, the Nursing Program 
Coordinator for Employee 
Wellness at the Cleveland 
Clinic, says burnout is a big 
problem nationally for all kinds 
of  caregivers, whether you 
work in an ICU or an ambu-
latory setting. Long hours, 
rotating shifts and the stress of  
caring for ill patients are other 
factors that can contribute to 
nurse burnout. Many times 
nurses muddle through and 
do not even realize burnout is 
occurring. However, if  anxiety, 
exhaustion or the desire to 
skip work is cropping up more 

frequently, nurses should not 
hesitate to take action. The 
following are some ways nurses 
can cope with burnout.

• Identify your stressors. Write 
down the things that are 
stressing you out. Pinpointing 
circumstances that are causing 
you to feel overwhelmed is the 
first step in addressing them. 
Try tracking responsibilities for 
a few days and write down feel-
ings after each activity. Then 
try to identify which are the 
biggest sources of  your stress. 
Communicate your findings 
with a supervisor or colleague 
who may offer advice or work 
with you to confront your stress 
in a positive way.

• Don’t make new commitments. 
It’s tempting to want to get 
involved in new projects, 
especially if  job dissatisfaction 
has you looking for fulfillment 
elsewhere. But overextending 
yourself  even further may only 
add to your existing stress.

• Practice relaxation exercises. 
Engage in slow and meaningful 
breathing, set aside even a few 
moments to sit in quiet and 
take a break, and think about 
how you can approach the situ-
ation in a healthy way instead 
of  giving in to your anxiety.

• Delegate when possible. Find 
out which tasks can be taken 
off of  your to-do list. Is there 
something a patient care 

nursing assistant can do at 
work? Can you rely on a friend 
or family member to help out at 
home? Lighten your load to give 
yourself  time to recuperate.

• Join a support network. Many 
employers offer employee 
assistance programs, such as 
access to a professional ther-
apist. Connecting with other 
colleagues also can be a great 
way to build up your support 
network.

These tips can help nurses 
find the relief  they need when 
burnout starts to set in. More 
resources can be found at www.
nursing.org.

Various ways to alleviate nurse burnout
SHUTTERSTOCK

Long hours, rotating shifts and the stress of caring for ill patients are other factors that can contribute to nurse burnout.

Now more than ever, we are proud to honor 
all nurses on the front lines, selfl essly serving 
others day and night with unwavering care. 

Your dedication keeps our communities healthy 
and stronger together. We thank you for 
carrying hope and courage in the fi ght.

THE HEART OF A

HERO

941.639.8771 • LifeCareCenterOfPuntaGorda.com
450 Shreve St. • Punta Gorda, FL 33950
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Thank you to all our heroes.
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By JENNIFER PELTZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ruth Caballero paused out-
side an unfamiliar apartment 
door, preparing to meet her 
new patient.

She covered the knob with a 
plastic bag. Put on a surgical 
gown, then a heavy-duty N95 
mask, a lighter surgical mask 
on top. Cap, face shield, shoe 
covers. Hand sanitizer between 
each step of  the process. Finally, 
the nurse donned two sets of  
gloves and knocked on the door 
with her elbow, ready to care for 
her first coronavirus patient.

After about three weeks in 
a hospital, the man was home 
in his New York apartment but 
still so weak that sitting up in 
bed took some persuading.

“You made it out of  the 
hospital, so you are a miracle,” 
Caballero told him. “Now let’s 
keep you out of  the hospital.”

Home health care is becom-
ing a new front in the national 
fight against COVID-19 as 
some patients come back from 
hospitals and others strive to 
stay out of  them.

Home care nurses, aides and 
attendants — who normally 
help an estimated 12 million 
Americans with everything 
from bathing to IV medications 
— are now taking on the diffi-
cult and potentially dangerous 
task of  caring for coronavirus 
patients.

While Americans are being 
told to keep to themselves, 
home health providers and their 

clients still largely have to en-
gage in person, often intimately. 
Many agencies are ramping up 
phone or video visits but can’t 
always get paid for them, and 
even the smartest phone can’t 
physically dress a wound or get 
someone to the bathroom.

Like their colleagues in hos-
pitals and nursing homes, home 
care workers have faced a scar-
city of  protective equipment, 
but with a lower public profile. 
Some agencies have scoured 
for masks at nail salons, auto 
body shops and tattoo parlors, 
said William Dombi, president 
of  the National Association for 
Home Care and Hospice, an 
industry group.

The crisis is testing the 
industry, but it’s also a moment 
of  pride for workers who have 
often felt under-recognized.

“It is a challenge to keep the 
business operational, but it’s 
an opportunity,” Dombi said. 
“We’re getting a chance to 
establish what can be done.”

Coronavirus care at home has 
expanded rapidly in the last few 
weeks. At least some agencies 
in most states are now taking 
COVID-19 patients referred after 
hospitalization or nursing home 
care or as an alternative to 
them, Dombi said.

Still, some patients have 
struggled to get care. After 
being diagnosed with coro-
navirus-related pneumonia 
late last month, Penny 
Wittbrodt contacted multiple 
agencies around her home in 
Winchester, Kentucky. None 

was then accepting COVID-19 
patients, she said, though her 
doctor was able to arrange 
home oxygen. Wittbrodt, who 
has asthma and a history of  
respiratory hospitalizations, is 
still not well, though she’s had 
some relief  at times.

A retired home health nurse, 
Wittbrodt feels such care is 
especially valuable in the 
pandemic.

“Home health would expose 
far less people to COVID than 
hospitalization,” she said.

New York-based Americare 
Inc. has taken about 100 
COVID-19 patients released 
from hospitals, and over 200 
of  the agency’s other patients 
also have tested positive or 
shown symptoms, VP Bridget 
Gallagher said.

Every corporate staffer 
including the CEO is calling 
protective gear suppliers, but 
the agency still counts its stock 
of  N95 masks every day.

“We’re doing what we can, 
but I have to be honest: None 
of  it feels like enough,” said 
Gallagher, who’s also on 
the board of  the Home Care 
Association of  New York State.

For many agencies, chronic 
staff shortages are amplified 
by absences due to illness or 
quarantine. And workers are 
grappling with patients’ fears 
while reckoning with their own 
risk.

The surgical mask and gloves 
that Washington home health 
aide Adassa Clarke now wears 
rattle her patient, who has 

Alzheimer’s disease and relies 
on a wheelchair. The patient 
doesn’t have COVID-19 but can’t 
retain what she’s been told 
about an illness going around.

“What’s going on? Do I have 
a germ? Am I dying?” she asks, 
according to Clarke. Sometimes, 
the patient breaks into tears.

At 65, Clarke herself  is in 
an age group at higher risk of  
severe cases of  COVID-19, and 
she’s trying to stay home as 
much as she can.

But patients “come first,” 
said Clarke, a certified nursing 
assistant.

“I just feel like the more I 
help, the more I keep going,” 
she said.

A home health nurse with 
Chicago-area patients with 
COVID-19, Vanessa Pepino-
Adraneda is extra-vigilant 
about protective gear and other 
precautions. Pepino-Adraneda 
also girds herself  by focusing 
on caring for her patients and 
allowing herself  moments 
of  sadness, frustration or 
exhaustion.

“I try my best to protect my 
sanity amidst all this chaos,” 
she said.

For some people, especially 
older adults and people with 
existing health problems, the 
virus can cause severe illness 
or be fatal. For most people, it 
carries mild symptoms or none 
at all, meaning some patients 
could have the virus and not 
know it.

The Visiting Nurse Service of  
New York, one of  the nation’s 

largest home health agencies, 
currently has nearly 400 
COVID-19 patients, and another 
nearly 300 referrals await, 
Executive Vice President Dan 
Savitt said. Separately, about 
80 confirmed and presumed 
coronavirus patients are getting 
hospice care.

As an industry, “I do feel like 
we’ve risen to the challenge,” 
he said.

When the agency first told 
Caballero and other nurses 
in late March that COVID-19 
patients were coming, “I won’t 
say that I wasn’t nervous,” 
Caballero says.

She was relieved, though, to 
see the protective equipment 
the agency issued. And her 
first visit, to the man in the 
apartment, went well. When 
she called later that night, he 
was not only sitting up but had 
gotten into a chair.

The person who would have 
been her next coronavirus 
patient died before visits began.

Caballero is now caring for 
several COVID-19 patients. They 
came home debilitated and fear-
ful, afraid that hospitals “sent 
them home to die,” she says.

She encourages them to take 
step after small step: to sit on 
the side of  the bed, to walk to 
the bathroom, to have a meal at 
the kitchen table.

“It is a challenge. This dis-
ease has taken so many lives,” 
she says, but “I’m so blessed 
and so honored and so grateful 
that these patients are coming 
home.”

Home health care is becoming a new  
front in the fight against COVID-19 

AP PHOTO

Ruth Caballero, a nurse with The Visiting Nurse Service of New York, suits up in protective equipment before treating a COVID-19 patient on her rounds in upper 
Manhattan in New York.
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Tough times don't last;
tough teams do!
Thank you to all 
our Nurses at 
Solaris Healthcare 
Charlotte Harbor!
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There are millions of  nurses 
nationwide. According to the 
American Association of  Colleges 
of  Nursing, there are roughly 
3.8 million registered nurses in the 
United States. That number figures 
to grow along with the demand for 
qualified, highly trained nurses.

Nurses perform a variety of  
functions, some of  which may 
come as a surprise to those outside 
the medical profession. Learning 
more about what nurses do on 
a daily basis can paint a clearer 
picture of  just how vital these 
health care professionals are.

Nurses are on the front lines 
of  the medical profession, often 
interacting with patients more 
than any other professional within 
the health care field. Nurses 
communicate concerns, answer 
questions about conditions and 
care and even administer such 
care. While there are many tasks 
nurses can perform, some of  their 

main responsibilities are observing 
and recording behavior, perform-
ing physical exams and diagnostic 
tests, collecting patient health 
histories, counseling patients and 
their families, and educating about 
treatment plans. Nurses also are 
responsible for administering 
medications, addressing and 
treating wounds and interpreting 
doctors’ patient information to 
make decisions about necessary 
actions, where appropriate.

Nurses excel at listening to pa-
tients and analyzing their physical 
and emotional needs. Nurses also 
coordinate care with other health 
care providers and stay current 
with treatment options and cutting 
edge research and technology.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned tasks, nurses may draw 
blood and perform other health-re-
lated tests. Testing may differ 
based on the subspecialty of  the 
nurse. For example, obstetrics 
nurses may initiate sonograms 
or oversee urine testing for 

pregnancy hormones. Pediatric 
nurses may plot growth charts and 
administer routine immunizations.

Nurses are also there to listen 
to patients, and some may offer 
compassionate advice as they aim 
to help patients navigate difficult 
situations.

According to CareerBuilder, 
nurses who work in physicians’ 
offices, community health centers, 
schools, and other health envi-
ronments may enjoy a regular 
working schedule and shifts during 
typical business hours. However, 
nurses working in hospitals and 
trauma centers tend to work 
rotating shifts to ensure patients 
receive round-the-clock care. Many 
nurses work outside traditional 
business hours, including during 
evenings, on holidays and on 
weekends. Some nurses are even 
on-call like doctors.

Nurses possess a distinct skill 
set that enables them to handle 
various tasks.

What nurses do each day
SHUTTERSTOCK 

Nurses excel at listening to patients and analyzing their physical and emotional needs.

BY MCC

The health care 
industry leans heavily on 
nurses. Qualified nurses 
play integral roles in 
hospitals, assisted living 
facilities, private prac-
tices and community 
health centers. Nurses 
also play vital roles in 
schools.

School nurses are 
valued members of  both 
the medical and educa-
tional communities, and 
have been for more than 
a century. According to 
the National Association 
of  School Nurses, the 
practice of  school nurs-
ing dates back to 1902. 
Lina Rogers was the first 
school nurse and she 
was hired as a means of  
combating absenteeism. 
School officials felt 
Rogers could play a vital 
role in reducing absen-
teeism by helping stu-
dents and their families 
understand their health 
care needs in relation to 
communicable diseases. 
And the role of  school 
nurse has been evolving 
ever since.

ADVOCACY
The NASN notes that 

school nurses act as 
advocates for individual 
students, working with 
them in promotion 
of  self-management 
practices that enable 
students to manage their 
conditions and make life 
decisions. In addition, 
school nurses affect pol-
icy by serving as agents 
of  change whose experi-
ence can be invaluable in 
health care reform and 
the implementation of  
new policies.

COMMUNITY HEALTH
Modern school nurses 

follow in the footsteps 
of  Rogers by educating 
students and their par-
ents on a wide range of  
topics, including healthy 
lifestyles, preventive 
self-care, risk-reducing 
behaviors and devel-
opmental needs. These 
efforts can help reduce 
the spread of  communi-
cable diseases, which can 
affect both the school 
and overall community. 
School nurses also can 
share information about 
local health care services 
and financial resources 
with local families who 
may have difficulty un-
covering those services 
on their own.

CARE COORDINATION
The NASN notes 

that school nurses can 
serve as case managers 
who coordinate student 
health care after work-
ing with physicians, 
families and school 
officials. School nurses 
can deliver care during 
the day by administering 
medication and perform-
ing routine treatments 
and procedures. School 
nurses also can educate 
their fellow educators 
about students’ chronic 
conditions or special 
health care needs to 
ensure children’s needs 
are effectively managed 
during the school day.

These are just a few of  
the roles school nurses 
play every day as they 
work to provide quality 
care for their students 
and protect the health 
of  the communities in 
which those students 
reside.

The role of 
school nurses

adno=3749500-1

Walk Ins Welcome

Mon - Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm | Saturday: 9:00am - 2:00pm

PHONE: 941-423-5056 • FAX: 941-423-5068

AS A PRIMARY 
CARE OFFICE, 

WE TREAT THE 
WHOLE BODY

Services:

Facial, skin and body 
tumor removal

Full Lab Services 

Ultrasound Guided Joint 
Injections

-including PRP and 
Amniotic Injectable

Full Ultrasound Services

Bone Density Exam 

On site Pulmonary and 
Cardiac Testing

Visit us in our new location at 
14400 Tamiami Trail North Port
Dr. Juan M. Masi, M.D. (Board Certifi ed Internal Medicine)
Dr. Larisa Meleks, D.O. (Board Certifi ed Family Practice)
William Keller, PA-C
Douglas Neagles, ARNP
Melissa Weiss, ARNP

Th ank you to all of our Fantastic Nurses!!

2020_05_03_otf_enc_11.pdf   1 01-May-20   01:40:56
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Celebrating Our Nurses!

The Heroism of our Dedicated Staff Members 
has allowed us to Partner with the State and 
open a specialized COVID Recovery Unit to 

assist our community.  Happy Nurses Week to 
our Nurses and all Charlotte County Nurses!

The Selfl ess and Heroic Acts of our 
Front Line Caregivers speaks to what 

Health Care is meant to be.

www.pcrehabcenter.com

Thank you to our Front Line Staff at 
Port Charlotte Rehabilitation Center!
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Mission Driven... Results Oriented 180 Bed Rehab Facility

Solaris HealthCare 
Charlotte Harbor is a trusted, 
compassionate provider of 
rehabilitation and extended 
care. We have maintained 
a consistent history of high 
performance standards. 

Our expert staff, state of the 
art facilities and upscale 
environment makes Solaris 
HealthCare Charlotte Harbor 
the premier choice for rehab 
in Southwest Florida.

Apply online @ solarishealthcare.vikus.net
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Nurses and CNAs all shifts, 
Full Time & PRN

For Full Time positions
Sign-On Bonus of $3000

(BPT) — Careers in the video 
game industry are highly 
desirable, and for good reason. 
Working for a video game 
company can be rewarding, 
and equally important, turns 
a favorite pastime into an 
exciting career. However, for 
tween and teen girl gamers, the 
prospect of  one day working in 
the video game industry may 
seem daunting. While 46% of  
the U.S. gamer population is 
female, women account for only 
22% of  video game developers.

Women are taking the 
reins developing, designing 
and marketing video games. 
Lisa Wackenhuth Svanström, 
a 3D Artist at Star Stable 
Entertainment, a multiplayer 
game featuring horses, magic 
and adventure, offers career 
advice to young women who 
may want a career in the video 
game industry:

1. What inspired you to build a 
career in the video game industry?

“I am a lifelong gamer, artist 
and digital creator and now, 
my official title at Star Stable 
is 3D Artist. Working for a 
company like this allows me to 
unite my interests and skills 
to create magic for girl gamers 
around the world. The artistic 
process of  designing the 3D 
horses inspires me the most. 
It is so rewarding to have an 
idea in my mind, sketch out a 
new design and work with all 
the visuals such as 3D models, 
characters, textures, environ-
ments, props and ultimately 
release the final product for 
horse-loving girls who play our 
game every day.”

2. What are the types of jobs for 
women in the development studio?

“To build a game, artists 
(3D, 2D, VFX and animators), 
designers and programmers 
need to work closely together 
from start to finish. Artists 

work on the overall creative 
vision. Designers work with 
the mechanics and features. 
Then, programmers use their 
coding knowledge to bring it all 
to life. We work with producers 
to make sure that all tasks 
associated with the develop-
ment process are completed 
on time and tracking with the 
overall vision of  the project. As 
the industry continues to grow 
and evolve, developers focused 
on mobile and virtual/mixed 
reality are in high demand, as 
are tech animators, who use 
a combination of  creative and 
animation skills to solve issues 
related to art production.”

3. What other types of jobs 
do women have in the industry 
outside the development studio?

“It takes dozens of  people 

with specific skillsets for 
a video game company to 
succeed. Community managers 
interact with players daily 
to ensure they are having 
a positive experience with 
the game and make sure fan 
feedback is implemented. We 
also have women running the 
business at the executive level 
and as product managers and 
business developers. There are 
multiple opportunities, inside 
and out of  the development 
studio, so you must embrace 
your skills and interests to find 
which career path you would 
enjoy most.”

4. What are the most important 
skills needed to succeed?

“Budding video game 
developers need to network, 
to get to know different game 

engines, become familiar 
with 2D and 3D software, and 
try new games all the time. 
Then, become a specialist 
in the aspect that interests 
you the most. Developing 
specific skills is important 
but developing into a well-
rounded person with a broad 
view of  the world is equally 
important. It is also good to 
dive into sports, learn the 
arts, take a computer class or 
explore theater. Never stop 
learning and challenging 
yourself.”

5. What advice do you have for 
young girls who want a career in 
video games?

“A career in the video game 
industry, perhaps born out of  
a hobby or passion, is legit-
imate and can be profitable 

too. Today, there are dedicated 
game developing programs at 
universities. And, finding a 
role model is key. Seek opin-
ions from colleagues or bosses 
who have different work 
than yours - find a marketer, 
back-end programmer or 
member of  the executive team 
and learn from them.

“It’s also important to find 
a company that embraces 
women in all roles and 
embodies a culture of  inclu-
sivity and accessibility - the 
Star Stable team is more than 
50% women. Finally, give 
back. If  every woman who is 
part of  the 22% proactively 
mentors other young women, 
imagine the next generation 
who will one day grow up to 
become our colleagues!”

Turning gaming into a career: Girls are taking the reins

BPT PHOTO
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SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE RULES 
1. Solve the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE by fi lling in the missing letters to make the words you think best fi t the clues. Read the clue 

carefully, for you must think them out and give every word its true meaning. 

2. Check the word list given. It has all the correct answers and some you will need to eliminate. 

3. You may submit as many entries as you wish on the entry form published in SUN Newspapers.  Mechanically produced or carbon 

duplicate facsimiles of any type will be rejected. There will be 1 free entry available per household available at the Port Charlotte 

SUN offi ce at 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL. 33980. 

4. The contest is open to residents of the SUN Newspapers daily circulation area. Sun Coast Media Group employees and their 

immediate relatives are ineligible to win. Family members of SUN Newspaper carriers may enter. 

5. All entries must be received by mail at SUN Newspapers 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or dropped 

off during regular business hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - M-F) no later than noon the Wednesday following Sunday of the puzzle’s 

publication. SUN Newspapers will award the prize money to the player who sends in an all-correct solution. In the event of 

multiple all-correct puzzle solutions, the prize will be divided equally among the winners. If no all-correct puzzle solution is 

received, the weekly grand prize will be increased by $50 and added to the following week’s SUN CASH PUZZLE PRIZE. 

6. There is only one (1) correct solution and only the correct answer can win. The decision of the judges is fi nal, and all contestants 

agree to abide by the judges’ decision. As a condition of entry, all entries become the property of Sun Coast Media Group. Only 

one prize will be awarded to a family unit. 

7. The SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE and clues will be published every Sunday in SUN Newspapers. The winner and answers will be 

published in the following Friday’s SUN Newspapers. Every entry will be checked. No claiming is necessary. 

8. SUN Newspapers reserves the right to correct any typographical errors, which may appear during the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE 

game. Erasures, cross-outs and strike-throughs will void any entry.

9. SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE clues may be abbreviated and such words as AN, THE & A omitted. 

10. In fairness to all, SUN Newspapers’ staff cannot answer questions in person, or respond to phone calls, emails or letters regarding 

the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE. 

11. When you have completed your SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE, mail it to the address listed: SUN Newspapers, ATTN: Prize Puzzle, 

23170 Harbor View Road, Charlotte Harbor, FL, 33980 or drop it off at the customer service desk at the same address.

RETURN WEDNESDAY BY NOON FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

CURRENT JACKPOT: $2250
LOOK FOR PUZZLE ANSWERS IN NEXT FRIDAY’S SUN NEWSPAPERS

Think you know crossword puzzles? PROVE IT!

  UN CA  HPRIZE 
PUZZLE

Employment 
Services 

PROFESSIONAL RESUMES 
CHARLOTTE & SARASOTA CO. 

Call for DETAILS
941-214-5257

Professional 
HEALTH SERVICES PROGRAM 
INSTRUCTOR (FT) Application 

review begins: 5/31/20. For 
details and to apply visit  

http://sfsc.interviewexchange.com 
863-784-7132. EA/EO.

Clerical/office 

SECRETARY/RECEPTIONIST 
Needed for New 

Manufactured Home 
Development. Full Time.  
Computer Skills Needed. 
DMV Experience Helpful. 

Send Resume to: 
jhat99999@aol.com

Medical 

$3000 Sign on 
BONUS  

For Full Time Positions!

NURSES and CNAs 
All Shifts,

Full Time & PRN
SOLARIS HEALTHCARE

Apply: 
solarishealthcare.vikus.net

CNA’S, HHA’S AND 
CAREGIVERS

Find New Clients by 
Advertising Your 
Services in the 

Senior Directory 
Every Wednesday in 

The Sun Newspapers. 

This Feature Publishes in 
Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Desoto Counties. 
Market Yourself - Reach 

150,000 Readers! 
Call 941-429-3110 for more 

information

CARING FOR 
OUR HEROES

DOUGLAS T. JACOBSON
STATE VETERANS’ HOME

Registered Nurse

Senior LPN

Senior CNA’s

PT Food Support 
Worker

Excellent Benefits, 
Vacation Leave

Tammy Hoyt
941-613-0919 X 2006

Online:
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com

www.HorizonTechInstitute.com
“ADVANCE YOUR CAREER”      

Licensed & Accredited 
School  Murdock Town 

Center on 41 
1032 Tamiami Tr Unit 3
 PHLEBOTOMY,  EKG,  

LPN-wkds, CNA, Med. Asst. 
Classes -  CALL FOR DATES

YOU can become a LPN 
within 11 months. 

Enrollment ongoing.    
Start Working In 2-5 wks!   
Classes Start Each Month 

Call For Class Dates
Nursing Assistant (120hrs)
Home Health Aide (75hrs)     
Phlebotomy Tech (165hrs)   
EKG Tech (165hrs)  Patient 

Care Tech (600hrs)
Job Assist. &  Pymt. Plans

Call Now to Register!  
941-889-7506

Skilled trades 

MIKE DOUGLASS 
PLUMBING IS offering 

TOP PAY FOR
 QUALIFIED PLUMBERS
Come join our award 

winning team. Minimum 
of 3 years experience 

required, clean driver’s 
license is a must. We offer 
an excellent full benefits 
package. Drug free work-

place. If this sounds like an 
opportunity for you, 

Please call 941-473-2344
 

APPLY IN PERSON: 
517 Paul Morris Drive Suite 

A, Englewod, Fl. 34223

MikeDouglassPlumbing.com

Skilled trades 

WESTCOAST 
ELECTRIC SERVICES 

A large Commercial 
Contractor is NOW HIRING 
for: Commercial Electrical 

Helpers & Electricians.
 We offer an apprenticeship 
program. Great Benefits & 
Competitive Pay. Please 
Submit your resume to: 

Jenny@westcoastelectricfl.
com or Call 941-429-4900

Sales 
SECRETARIAL Part-time/Full-
time, Real Estate Sales entry 
level no license necessary to 
apply. For interview call Mr. E 
at 201-953-1309.

General 

ASTON GARDENS 
is in need of the 

following positions: 

CNA/Caregiver

LPN - 34hrs week

APPLY in Person At:
1000 Aston Gardens Drive

Venice, FL 34292
 941-240-1010

CAPTAINS AND MATES
FULL & PART TIME

MANDATORY DRUG TEST-
ING

APPLY IN PERSON
10 A.M. - 2 P.M. (M-F)
7075 PLACIDA ROAD

ENGLEWOOD, FL 33946

CARRIERS
NEEDED

The Venice Gondolier Sun 
is now taking applications 
for carriers in  Venice and 

surrounding  areas. 
Must have dependable 
vehicle, a valid Florida  

Drivers License and proof 
of insurance.  

APPLY IN PERSON: 
200 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL 34285

No Phone Calls Please.

CLEANERS EXPERIENCED for
vacation rentals on Mana-
sot Key. Reliable trans, year 
round, Flex. hrs & days. + 
wkends. Contact w/ resume: 
finnandleos@gmail.com

ENTRY LEVEL POSITION 
FOR PRINTING AT 

THE VENICE GONDOLIER
We are currently seeking 

a full time entry level 
manufacturing position. 

This position includes the 
opportunity to learn the 

printing process from the 
entry level position and 

advance in a progressive 
environment.  In this 

position you will assist in 
the creation of various well 

known newspapers and 
other related products on 

our Press.
DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES

•Remove product from the 
end of the printing press or 
finishing machine. 
•Move skids of product 
with a hand jack
Comply with all quality, 
safety and work rules and 
regulations.
•Day and Evening shifts 
available.
•Qualifications
Effectively communicate 
with other members of the 
staff.
•Assist other crew 
members with various 
duties including webbing 
up of the press and/or 
special handwork in order 
to meet customer requests.
•Follow all clean-up and 
housekeeping procedures.
•The ability to take stacks 
(average 10-30 lbs) using 
repetitive hand/wrist 
movement, off of the end 
of a machine (2-4 feet high) 
and stack product on skids 
from floor level to 5 feet 
high using repetitive bend-
ing and twisting.
•The ability to remove 
skids (weighing up to 2400 
lbs) by using a pallet jack
The ability to use a 
computer.
•At least 18-years of age 
or older
•Ability to work well in a 
team environment
•Ability to follow 
instructions and work 
independently
•The ability to read and 
write; possess good verbal 
and written 
comprehension.

Please call Jon at 
941 207 1411 

for an interview

LAWN CARE HELP NEEDED. 
Must be Dependable & Reli-
able. For More Information
Please Call 941-467-5258

PARTS MANAGER F/T for 
busy growing Trailer Store. 
Must have mechanical and 

sales knowledge. Email 
trailerservice@live.com 

ROY’S TRAILER COUNTRY 

YYou Saou Saveve
Big BucBig Bucksks
ShoppingShopping

Classifieds!Classifieds!
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General 

MAILROOM
THE CHARLOTTE SUN 

NEWSPAPER

Part-time positions available. 
No Experience necessary.

Be able to lift at least
20 lbs., willing to train

Late afternoons & evenings.

E-mail to:
mblubaugh@

suncoastpress.com

Please, No Phone Calls
 

We are a drug free workplace
Pre-employment drug testing 

required

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(Punta Gorda, Pt Charlotte, 

North Port, Venice)

BUSINESS IS GOOD! 
WE`RE ALSO LOOKING FOR 

A SALES MANAGER!
LOOKING FOR A 
PART-TIME JOB?

Make $1,000. - $1,500. and 
Up in Your Spare Time. 

Weekends a Plus.

 Kiosk Sales
No Experience Necessary

Full Training Provided
Cell Phone Required

Our Team is Growing Not 
Laying Off.

We Work in Retail 
Locations, Events and 

Shows Where Customers 
Come to Us.

KIOSK SALES Working with 
Sun Newspapers.

Reply to: 
hiring.now@amgincusa.com 

or Call 321-299-2020
Please Include Phone 

Number Where You Can be 
Reached For an Interview. 

A Resume Would be a plus!
SIMPLE - EASY - 
GOOD MONEY

Real Estate 
Open house 

05/03/20

Houses for sale 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?
We can help you.

Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

EAST ENGLEWOOD
Spring Delivery! $239,900. 
New 3/2/2, 1600+ sf., Split 
Layout, Open Floor Plan, 
Oversized 2 Car Garage, 

Located In “X” Flood Zone, 
with City Water,  80’ x 125’ 
Home Site. Call For Floor 
Plans and Your Personal 

Tour TODAY! Reliance 
Project Management, LLC 

CGC# 1512533  
941-468-8300

LAKE VIEWS
Lg 2B/2BA/3-car gar. Pool. 
Repeat seasonal renter in 

place. Rent out garages too! 
Great income. 941-769-0200

NORTH PORT  8159 Coco Solo,  
ECONOMICAL STARTER OR 
INVESTMENT! NEEDS SOME 
TLC, BUT GREAT POTENTIAL! 

UNIQUE FLOOR PLAN. 
1700 SF 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
with spacious living/dining 

area + separate 22x20’ open 
spacious paneled family/

game room, laundry room, 
storage room and workshop 

on large lot. Low taxes! 
Perfect way to own a home 
for almost what you pay for 

rent! MAKE AN OFFER! QUICK 
POSSESSION POSSIBLE!  

$149,900 
Patty Gillespie Remax Anchor 

941-875-2755

PUNTA GORDA-    
 Waterford Estates. 

7860 Mikasa Dr.
2015,  4BA/2BA/2CG, 2339 sf

$264,900.
Immaculately maintained
Larry Keller, 941-391-3940
KW Peace River Partners

Houses for sale 

PORT CHARLOTTE 
15352 Mille Fiore Blvd.  

HOW HAVE YOU MISSED this 
spacious, wide open 1800 SF 
3-bedroom + den/office with 

huge 21x28’ garage/work-
shop, tile roof, brick paver 
driveway, 9’4” volume ceil-

ings, 42” cabinets and gran-
ite countertops in kitchen 

and baths, extensive ceramic 
tile flooring, SS appliances, 
and lots more!?? It’s perfect 

- front to back, top to bot-
tom, inside and out! MAKE 
MY DAY .. Call now to see 

this lovely property! PRICED 
FOR QUICK SALE! 

Patty Gillespie Remax Anchor 
941-875-2755

PORT CHARLOTTE  
501 Fairview Ave., 

THE PERFECT BLEND OF 
COMFORTABLE LIVING AND 
CHOICE LOCATION! SITTING 

PRETTY ON OVERSIZED, 
LUSHLY LANDSCAPED 

CORNER LOT. Gorgeous gran-
ite countertops and center 

island in kitchen. Wide open 
floor plan with designer tile 
throughout all living living/
dining rooms as well as the 

bedrooms and baths. Freshly 
painted. Great curb appeal! 

$199,900 Patty Gillespie 
Remax Anchor   941-875-2755

PORT CHARLOTTE  
6340 Thorman Rd., 

LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION! Move-in-ready 

2001 1500 SF 3/2/2 pool 
home on oversized fenced lot 
in beautiful Gardens of Gulf 

Cove, a deed restricted com-
munity with underground 
utilities, public water and 

sewer and sidewalks. Freshly 
painted! Roof replaced

 2 years ago! AC replaced 
4 years ago (with blue light 

for allergens)! Custom 
plywood hurricane shutters!  

Available for immediate 
possession! Immaculate!  

Nothing to do but move in!  
$279,900 

Patty Gillespie Remax Anchor   
941-875-2755

Waterfront homes 

PORT CHARLOTTE   
NEW PRICE for this 

Remarkable 4/3/2 HEATED 
POOL &  SPA Home Situated 

on Almost 1/2 Acre with 
Privacy Fencing. Ready for 

You to Move in  to Make 
Your Precious Memories! 

Wood and Tile Throughout, 
Oversized  Paver Lanai, 

Formal Dining Room, Living 
Rooms, Kitchen Opens to 
Family Room, Garden Tub 

in Master! Parking Pad 
for Boat, RV ETC! Shed w/ 

Electric & A/C . Not in Flood 
Zone and NO HOA! $384,000. 

Sharon Kerr 941-286-7315 
Coldwell Banker Sunstar 

Realty 

Condos/villas
for sale 

PUNTA GORDA 
8963 Tuscany Isles

Tuscany Isles,  a gated villa 
community, with huge lake 

view. Two bedroom plus den 
and 2 car garage almost new 
1500+ sq ft. Terrific location, 
beautiful tile flooring, carpet 

in bedrooms, immaculate, 
granite counters, screened 

lanai. Perfection! Call for pri-
vate showing today. $249,000.  

Pat Walker 941-276-4674 
REMAX Anchor Realty

PUNTA GORDA ISLES, 
Windjammer Point, 3 bdrm 

end unit condo! Terrific 
Views, elevator building, 

superb lanai, carport, guest 
parking, boat dock,  com-

munity pool, beautifully and 
totally updated!. This is a 
spectacularly redone 1830 

sq ft beauty that should not 
be missed! $349,000.  Call for 
your private showing today!! 

Pat Walker 941-276-4674 
REMAX Anchor Realty

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
SHOWCASE OF HOMES

Please Call 
866-463-1638 

or Email; 
classifieds@sun-herald.com

Mobile homes
for sale 

VENICE RANCH 
Mobile Home Estates 

BEAUTIFUL LOT RENTAL & 
55 + Community.

New & Pre-owned Homes 
No Dogs. Cats Ok 
Call  941-488-5672

www.VeniceRanch.com

Manufactured
homes for sale

NEW 3/2 DOUBLE WIDE
Delivered & Set-Up on 

Your Lot w/  Steps, 
Air & Skirting!  
$60,445. + Tax.

Prestige Homes, 
Punta Gorda 
941-637-1122

Homes for rent 

AWARD WINNING
SUNBELT MGT.

SERVICES
RENTALS 

 

★  2/2 Lanai, Oaks III,
 1st Floor, Comm. Pool, 

Quesada Ave., P.C. 
$900/Mo

★ 3/1 Tile Floors, Screened 
Front Porch, Waltham St., 

P.C., $925/Mo

★ 4/2/2 Tile & Carpet, Lanai, 
Spacious, Hawthorne Ave., 

P.C. $1,500/Mo

★ 3/2/2 Tile & Laminate 
Floors, Pool Service Inc., 

Lopinto St., N.P. $1,700/Mo

*We Welcome NEW Listings*
COMPLETE LISTINGS

(941) 764-7777
sunbeltmgtservices.com

ENGLEWOOD Like new 3/2/2 
w/ lanai, fenced, vaulted
ceilings, close to beach, etc.. 
$1530/mo 941-504-8083

ENGLEWOOD/ROTONDA 
Rentals Available

West Coast Property Mgmt
941-473-0718

www.rentalsflorida.net

* NEED A RENTAL *   
Paradise Properties & 

Rentals, Inc 941-625-RENT

Condos/villas
for rent 

PORT CHARLOTTE 2 Bdrm, 
Maria Manor, 55+, 2nd Floor. 

$1100/mo. PUNTA GORDA 
Emerald Pointe, 2 units. 

One 2 Bdrm and one 1 Bdrm. 
All Furn’d. Call 941-268-1304

PUNTA GORDA ISLES 3/2/1  
Annual, unfurnished, P.G.I.,
pool, tennis, 1 car garage, gat-
ed, $1,500  941-639-4922

Apartments for rent 
VENICE ISLAND Efficiency- 
1 & 2 br,  Call for Details.   No
Pets, 1 Year Lease  
941-416-5757or 323-6466

Mobile homes
for rent 

NORTH PORT 2/2/2 
Holiday Park 55+, 2 heated 
pools, tennis, bocci, fitness, 
new air/heat, ice, wash/dry, 
lanai, lawn  maint, backyard, 

no pet, sect +utilities
$675.  705-330-2454

Efficiencies
for rent 

HARBOUR HEIGHTS close to
river, newly renovated effi-
ciencies w cable & internet,
SunnybrookMotel 941-625-6400

Rooms for rent 
PORT CHARLOTTE, Clean, Qui-
et, $160/wk  pay wkly or mthly
941-743-3070/740-2565

Lots & acreage 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?
We can help you.

Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

PUT
CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK
FOR YOU!

FIND A JOB!
BUY A HOME!
BUY A CAR!

Lots & acreage 

DEVELOPMENT LOT
 1599 Placida Rd (Rt #775)

1+/- Acre across from Mer-
chant’s Crossing.

Water, sewer, & turning 
lane already in place.

Close to beach. Up to 8+ 
units possible. $299,900.

Don’t let this one slip away! 
You can never find another 

at this price.
3.79% financing possible. 

941-769-0200

Waterfront lots 

LEMON BAY LOT
1860 WINSTAN AVE.

1/4 AC ONLY $179,900
Direct gulf access, deep wa-
ter, no bridges, bay views, 

new seawall. 3 min to ICW, 5 
min to Gulf.

Lowest priced bay lot to be 
found. Two to choose from. 

DON’T MISS THE BOAT!
941-769-0200

Notices 
Announcements 

$1000 REWARD 
for the apprehension of a Hit 

& Run accident on 4/02/20 
at approximately 4pm on 

Birchcrest Between Midway 
& Quasar. Driver is a young 

light haired kid driving a dark 
green FORD F-150 1988-1999. 

Call 941-456-9855

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

Bible study
& churches 

BEGIN YOUR DAY IN 
BIBLE STUDY

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. 

Tuesdays 10AM-11AM. 
For more info 941-766-9357 

Port Charlotte

 CALVARY BIBLE CHURCH 
1936 E. Venice Ave. 

Venice Friday at 9am.                     
Study features video teach-
ings of noted Bible Schol-
ars on  various  subjects.                                                                

For more info. Call Rev. Jones 
at: 941-485-7070 or visit 
www.CBCVenice.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
HOUSE OF PRAYER  

Night Watch Fridays 
7pm-9pm

Worship-Word-Prayer
One River-One Stream

1435 Collingswood Blvd Unit C
Port Charlotte
941 249-8946  

Check us out on Facebook

COMMUNITY CENTER  
4PM - 7PM each Wednesday.

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. PC, 

Open to All Ages.
 For more info 941-766-9357

FAITH BUILDERS
A Basic Study to Build your 
Christian Faith. Call Pastor
Gumm at Christ the King 

Lutheran Church for times.
 941-766-9357 Port Charlotte

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda
Various Days & Times             
Confirmation/Bible Study           
Adult Infomational Class
941-639-6309 

GATEWAY WORSHIP PRAYER
& Healing Rooms If you need 
healing, we want to pray with
you! Our prayer teams are 
available to minister to you 
every Thursday 7:30 pm-8:30
pm. For information call 
863-832-4418 5377 Dunkin Rd.,
Punta Gorda 33982
Jesus Still Heals Today!

UNIQUE AND INFORMATIVE
DVD Every Sunday @ 6pm. 
Disussion After at El Jobean
Baptist 941-769-6291

Bible study
& churches 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE
CROSS 2300 Luther Rd., Deep 
Creek Bible Study - Thursdays 
10-11:30  & Sunday’s @ 9 AM
Questions and/or Info 
941-627-6060

New Season Full Gospel Minis-
tries Meets Every Wednesday
at 3320 Loveland Blvd Port
Charlotte, Fl  (Held at Board
of Realtors Building Near 
Visani’s Restaurant)
Food at 6:30PM and Fellow-
ship Starts at 7:00PM Every-
one Welcome!! Pamela Sams 
941-268-3589

Proverbs Verse by Verse 
Study - Wednesdays at 6:30 
PM -  Study Guide Provided.  
New Hope Baptist Church 

2100 Englewood Road (SR776) 
Englewood 941-474-7647 

(pastor.nhbc@outlook.com) 

START YOUR DAY RIGHT 
Bible Study Thursdays 

10:00-11:30
Lutheran Church of the Cross
2300 Luther Rd., Deep Creek                                                      

and Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Questions and/or Info

 (941) 627-6060

Burial lots/crypts 
2 SIDE X SIDE Mausoleum 
Crypts at Rest Lawn Memorial
Gardens $9,000. 941-302-2093

Lost & found 
LOST CAT: black cat, has a
silver collar and her name is 
Minnie. 941-426-1421

LOST CHIHUHUA, Grayish/
Beige with White Markings in
the Vicinity of Yarmouth St., 
Halden & Dorchester in Port 
Charlotte on 4/29. Spade and 
Chipped. Please Call 941-204-
8101

Exercise classes 
GULF COAST ACUPUNTURE 
151 Center Rd. Wednesdays
5:30pm  Thursdays 9:00 am
Saturdays 8:30am YOGA
for Beginners Proceeds to                                      
Venice Wildlife Center                                          
Call Rick or Mary 941-488-1769

TO ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS 
Information

Call 866-463-1638
or Email; 

classifieds@sun-herald.com

Business 
Services 

AN OCCUPATIONAL LLC. may 
be required by the City and/or
County. Please call the appro-
priate occupational licensing
bureau to verify.

Aluminum 

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

GULF COAST RESCREEN
Lic & Insured

Family owned & operated
PAINTING & 

RESCREENING POOL CAGES IS 
OUR SPECIALITY!

941-536-7529
Serving Sarasota County Free 

Estimates

PRECISION Aluminum & 
Remodeling Lanai’s, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, 
Windows, Doors, Floors.

 941-276-8449

Appliance
service/repair 
GARY DRAKE 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
& INSPECTION. 

30 yrs. Exp. 
(941)-889-7596

Child care 
ALL CHILDCARE FACILITIES 

MUST INCLUDE, WITH 
ADVERTISEMENT, STATE OR 

LOCAL AGENCY LICENSE 
NUMBER.

FLORIDA STATE LAW requires 
all child care centers and
day care businesses to regis-
ter with the State of Florida.
The Sun Newspapers will not 
knowingly accept advertising
which is in violation of the law

Contractors 
BLUE PARROT 

CONSTRUCTION
  Commercial & Residential 

     Renovations
941-662-0366

BlueParrotConstruction
@aol.com

BlueParrotConstruction.com
CBC1258748/Fully Insured

EDWARD ROSS 
CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES, INC. 941-408-8500
pool cages, Scr. lanais, etc...

TEDDY`S HANDYMAN & 
REMODELING, INC.

No Job Too Big or Too Small! 
(941)-629-4966       Lic./Ins. 
Serving NP, Charlotte & PG

CRC 1327653

Concrete 
CONCRETE CRACKS

 REPAIRED
Pool Decks & Driveways. All 
Repairs Guaranteed. FREE 
ESTIMATES. 941-639-4520

FLORIDA CONCRETE 
Driveways - Sidewalks 
Additions
Residential & Commerical 
New Construction
 941-628-5965  
Ins/Lic CG034909

PRO PATH CONCRETE 
Driveways, Patios,  Sidewalks

Pads, Free Estimates
941-286-6415 

Lic #AAA-11-00081

RICH LANDERS 
STUCCO, INC. 

Honest, Reliable work!
LIC/INS New Const & 

Remodels. Rusted bands & 
wire lathe repair.  

spraycrete & more
  (941)-497-4553

THE CONCRETE GUY
941-716-0872 

  Driveways, Walkways, 
Patio All flat work Demo & 

Removal & permiting. 
Ch Lic AAA14-100088

LEE  14-02339
SRQ SWC 44

Domestic
cleaning service 

A&R PRO WINDOW CLEANERS
In/Out, Tracks & Screens, 
Mirror Walls, Ceiling Fans, 
Also Vinyls, Clean & Polish, 
H/W Team. Lic#25014 & Ins.  

941-441-8658

PEACEFUL EASY CLEANING
PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL 

AND OFFICE CLEANING 
SPECIALIZING IN MOVE IN 
AND MOVE OUTS. SERVIC-

ING ALL OF SARASOTA AND 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 

(973)-876-6995

Drywall 
COMPLETE DRYWALL

Hang, Finish, Patchwork, 
All Textures, Popcorn 
Removal, and Paint.

Matt Potter  941-232-8667
Lic.& Ins CRC1328482

DEPENDABLE DRYWALL 
& REMODELING 
• Patch Repairs •
• New Homes •
941-235-4440 

Lic.# SCC131150207 
 Insured

Electrical 
DRM ELECTRICAL SERVICE, 

“Plug Into Personalized 
Service”

Electrical, Maintenance, 
Repairs,  Troubleshooting.   
941-480-0761  941-366-3646

NEED HELP AROUND THE 
HOUSE? For all your
 electrical needs call 

ELECTRICAL BY MICHAEL
Reasonalbe rates, 

Free Estimates. 
NO SERVICE CALL FEES! 

941-787-4769
Electricalbymichael.com

Lic# AC0000567

Excavating/
Bush Hog 

ORRSLANDCLEARING.COM
Underbrush  Pepper Tree 

Removal Fence Line Clearing 
Stump Grinding, Bush Hog 
Services. Free Estimates! 

Lic/Ins. (941)-875-4198

Handyman/
general repair 

A CARPENTER AROUND THE 
HOUSE for all your carpen-
try needs! James M. Okell 
941-270-1693

DAVID J SHEPARD, JR., 
Over 20 years

 in Charlotte County, 
 Handyman Svcs, Wood Rot, 

Windows & doors, Dry Wall & 
Stucco Repair, 

Painting, etc. 941-627-6954 or 
941456-6953 

Lic # RR282811062

Heating & air 

S.O.S.
A/C & HEAT

941-468-4956
     

Air Conditioning 
Systems 

Cooling Made Affordable!
Installed 10 yr Warranty

st. lic #CAC1816023
sosairfl.com

Home inspections 
HOME INSPECTIONS

Wind Mitigation, 
Full Inspections

Buyer, Seller, Owner
Great rates! Lic HI 8261

941-623-8623 
Home inspector classes also

Home & commercial
improvement

A & R QUALITY HOMES INC.

Customer Satisfaction is 
our goal.

Kitchen/bath remodels
Pressure cleaning, 

Interior & exterior painting
Concrete/driveways/

walkways/slabs
Stucco/repairs/fascia/

soffit
Pool deck resurfacing

Doors/Windows
Fully licensed and insured

941-429-1285 941-626-0315
License # CRC1329404
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Home & commercial
improvement

CARPENTER, INC Handyman  
Rotten wood, doors, soffit, 
facia and much more. 
 Phil 941-626-9021 lic/ ins.

COMPLETE CLEAN
 PRESSURE WASHING 

EXCELLENT RATES
20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

941-468-2744 LIC/INS
www.completecleanpw.com

DO YOU HAVE LOOSE, 
HOLLOW OR BUCKLING TILES? 
Inject-A-Floor-System can
help. Grout Cleaning/Staining,
Marble Cleaning, Tile Repair. 
941-893-8475

FIRST CHOICE CUSTOM 
CABINETS Kitchen, Baths, 
Closets, Countertops etc. 

Commercial & Residential. 
941-505-5570

GARAGE FLOORS DONE
RIGHT! Epoxy Flakes, Quartz,
Silica. In Charlotte County
over 30 yrs! 941-628-0251

GUTTERS, 6” Seamless. 
Ken Violette, Inc.

 (941) 240-6699 Lic.
CGC#060662/Ins.

 HANDYMAN
Home repairs. 30+ yrs Exp.

Call 941-539-1694

J & J HANDYMAN
Painting, Pressure

 Washing & Much More!

Over 40 Years Experience & 
Satisified Customers

Service with YOU in Mind.
Reasonable, Reliable & 

Honest.

Serving Englewood, Venice 
& Sarasota Areas

Larger or Smaller Projects, 
Commercial & Residential

licensed & fully insured

Call Joe Chiminiello
(941) 525-7967

MORRIS SANDEFUR’S 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Gutter cleaning, Rescreening, 
Mobile home repairs and 

more. 941-485-2172

NEED IT FIXED? 
CALL MR FIX IT MAN                                                            
WE FIX, WE BUILD IT, 

WE REPAIR IT. 941-587-3044

OCEAN AIR CONDITIONING 
of SWFL Inc.

Proudly in business since 
1978. Prompt & Courteous 

service on all brands! 
We offer LENNOX, BOSCH

 and others!
Call Today for your FREE 

quote!   941-625-8900

 ROOF CLEANING 
LOW PRESSURE 
LOW CHEMICAL

 941-460-4936
www.completecleanpw.com
All work performed by State 

Cert. Roofing Contractor

$75.00 
per panel

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & 

Locks
Call  Bob 

LOW OVERHEAD = 
LOW PRICES!

941-706-6445
Affordable 

Maintenance
Owned and oper-
ated by Local Fire 

fighter.

STORMTWISTERS - 
Hurricane Shutters
ShuttersUp.Today

 * Roll Down Shutters
* Accordian Shutters

* Clear Hurricane Panels
* Hurricane Screens
* Bahama Shutters

941-626-8200
*A Division of Bay Bridge 
Homes  Lic#CBC1254261

Home watch 

ALL SEASONS 
PRO HOME WATCH 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
Professionally trained, 
insured and bonded. 

941-766-0877

Lawn/garden & tree 
AN OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE
may be required by the City 
and/or County. Please call the 
appropriate occupational 
licensing bureau to verify

A JAMISON 
TREE SERVICE,INC.

Complete & Professional
15% Sr Discount! 

 Free Est. Lic. & Insured 
Engl 941-475-6611

 N. Port 941-423-0020
Serving Charlotte and 

Sarasota for over 20 years.
jamisontreeservice.com

ALTMAN TREE SERVICE 
Tree Trimming, Removal, 

Stump Grinding. Lic & Ins. 
Call Mike Altman 941-268-7582

RAINSCAPE INC, 
Irrigation, Maintenance, Re-
pair, Installation. Monthly 
Maintenance starts at $40. 

FREE ESTIMATES
941-888-2988

Lawn/garden & tree 
AMERICAN IRRIGATION

Call 941-587-2027
FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Licensed & Insured

Charlotte Co. 
lic#AAA-11-00010.

  Serving Charlotte and 
Sarasota Counties

DP`s ABILITY TREE SERVICE
Removals, Stump Grinding, 
Palm Trimming,  Shaping, 

Oaks Thinned & Raised Up. 
Over 20 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates! 

941-889-8147 
Lic#00000192 & Insured.

EXACT LAWN MOWING LLC
NOW ACCEPTING

 New Accounts in 
South Gulf Cove, Gulf Cove 

Englewood, Rotonda, 
Grove City, Placida &

 Pt. Charlotte, Punta Gorda 
WE TAKE PRIDE 

IN ALL OUR LAWNS!
Reliable & Dependable. 

Lic & insured.

 Call 303-475-8300

 

GERZENY LANDSCAPE Ser-
vices, LLC is a full service ded-
icated landscape company
servicing SWFL. Lawn mainte-
nance programs to landscape
planting services. We love 
what we do! It is our passion 
to let you see your properties
full potential. With our cus-
tomer service and knowledge 
we strive to give you the best 
service possible with people 
you can trust!” Call Brandon 
at 941-525-8783

NOW   ACCEPTING   
NEW LAWN    ACCOUNTS!

941-468-4372
ISA Certified Arborist

John Cannon  FL-6444A  
South Sarasota & 
Charlotte County

RIZZO`S TREE SERVICE
•Tree Trimming•

•Tree Removal• Hedging• 
•Pruning• Affordable & Free 

Estimates. Serving 
Charlotte & Sarasota 
County 941-306-7532

SANDEFURS-HOME & TREE
Maintenance Tree trimming,
removal. We do it all! License/
Insured 941-484-6042

SPM TREE TRIMMIMG &  
LANDSCAPING

Specializing in tree 
removal. Call Today for 

your FREE Estimate.
***QUICK RESPONSE!***

(941)-412-5273 Lic/Insured

THOMAS MILAZZO 
Residential Landscaping 

All phases, beautiful 
plantings, No job too big 

or small. Also lawn care. 2 
Generations of experience. 
All work guaranteed. Free 
Estimates. (941)-830-1005

TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.
NURSERY

•  Pineapple Plants fruiting
     $30/ea

•  Snow Queen Hibiscus 7 
     gal $20.00 NICE           

•  MANY OTHER SHRUBS 
     AVAILABLE 

STOP IN TO SEE US 
 SATURDAY ONLY 

8AM-2PM 6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

WENDELL ALBRITTON 
TREE Service

VERY AFFORDABLE
Will Work with you!!

941-763-5042 Lic & Insured!

Marine construction 
MARINE CONTRACTING 

GROUP
• Docks • Seawalls • 

• Boat Lifts •
 941-505-0221 Free Estimates

25+ Years. Exp!  
Lic. SCC131151730

Moving/hauling 
ALL TYPES OF CLEAN-UPS! 

Same Day Service! 
24 Hrs. a Day! 

941-764-0982 or 
941-883-1231

ROB’S ON THE MOVE, INC. 
Moving and Delivery Honest,
Reliable, Courteous! Great
Rates! 941-237-1823

Painting/
wallpapering 

Best Prices -- Quality Job
Best Coast Painting

and Pressure Washing 
Residential/Commercial

10% Off With Ad!
941-815-8184   AAA00101254

LARRY ESPOSITO PAINTING 
INC “It’s Not What We Do, 

It’s How We Do It!”
Free Estimates, 
 941-764-1171

Lic & Insured AAA007825

PAINTING UNLIMITED 
Where Quality & Value Meet!

Family Owned and 
Operated. Call Now for a 

FREE Estimate
941-979-7947

Lic. & Ins.   AAA-12-00015

Painting/
wallpapering 

MARTINI’S PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, 

Driveways, Tile Roofs
$500 OFF WITH AD

40 Years Local Family 
Owned & Operated. 

941-766-0331
Lic#CBC1261010

Nathan Dewey Painting Co
  Commercial & Residental

Interior & Exterior
Pressure washing 

Handyman Services 
Free Estimates 
Prompt Service

941-484-4576
nathandeweypainting.com

STEVEN’S CUSTOM PAINTING  
RES/COMM. INT/EXT 

FREE EST. 
LIC. & INS. 941-255-3834

SWEENEY`S PAINTING INC.
• Pressure Cleaning •
• Mildew Treatment •

• Painting/Commercial •
• Interior & Exterior •

• Committed to Excellence •
• Attention to Quality •

 941-916-1024 
Lic# AAA0010702

Plumbing 
LARRY`S PLUMBING, 

Re-Pipes (Most in 1 Day) 
Beat Any Estimate Complete 

Service 941-484-5796 
Lic.#CFC1425943

Pressure cleaning 
BAILEY’S PRESSURE

 CLEANING 
Complete Exterior 

House Painting! 
Call 941-497-1736

Screening 

 A TIP TOP
 Rescreen LLC

A quality rescreen at a fast 
and affordable price. 

Call us today for your free 
estimate at 

239-440-6857 
licensed and insured

ALL ABOUT ALUMINUM & 
SCREEN: Rescreen & New. 

941-876-4779 
wescreenflorida.com - 
Lic# SA37, AL0511993X

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

BREEZE THRU RESCREEN LLC 
Full Rescreen 
Panel Repair

Power Washing 
Pool Cage Painting

FREE POWER WASH WITH 
FULL RESCREEN

We have you covered! 
Call Today for your 

FREE Estimate. 
941-661-7897 Lic./Ins.

Visa/MC/Discover/Amex 
Apple/Android Pay

Roofing 
CALL US TODAY

TOM JOYCE ROOFING 
for prompt roof

 replacement 
and repairs!

45 Years of Quality Work and 
Experience

941-484-9804 
941-429-1800 lic#1325725

COMPLETE ROOFING 
SOLUTIONS OF FLORIDA
Reroofing and Repairs  

  Commercial and Residential 
Flat and Metal Roof 

Restoration  Free Estimates  
All Work Guaranteed

 George M. Schwartz Jr. 
Owner 941-961-8263

Lic # CCC1325750

LEONARD’S ROOFING &
INSULATION INC.
family owned & 

operated since 1969

Shingle, Tile, Built-Up, 
Single-Ply, Metal, Full 

Carpentry,
Service Available

SARASOTA COUNTY ONLY!
Reagan Leonard

941-488-7478
lic # rc 0066574

ROOF LEAK PATROL, INC. 
Residential/Commercial 

REPAIRS, REROOF, 
CARPENTRY, ETC...

 35 YRS EXP. LIC/INSURED
#CCC1330779 

 941-474-ROOF (7663)  
www.RoofLeakPatrol.com

STEVE`S ROOFING &
 REPAIRS   

Preferred Contractor! 
Voted Best of the Best 

Since 2010!
Free Est. 941-625-1894 
Lic. CCC1326838/Ins.

Sod 

LAWN REPLACEMENT
Maloney’s SOD 

Charlotte 941-637-1333
Sarasota 941-955-8327 

 “No Job Too Big 
or Too Small” 

www.maloneysod.com

Window cleaning 

Window Cleaning, 
•Residential Window Cleaning

•Pressure Washing
P: 941-952-0903

lic/insured

Merchandise
Arts and crafts 

ORNAMENTAL LADY BUGS 
Made from bowling balls...
very cute $20  315-525-9304

Dolls 
STORY BOOK DOLLS 24 great 
condition. 1940’s 1950’s $240, 
OBO  941-474-5662

Household goods 
6 FT aluminum ladder. Exc. 
cond. $30  941-743-0582

A/C HEATING Lennox filter 
new replacement X0445 MERV 
10 $30  941-493-3851

AREA-RUG, 4’X6’, Red, shaggy. 
As new, can text pics.  $29  
941-246-1548

BED METAL Like new 
delivery & pic. available $175  
239-209-2665

CONCRETE FOUNTAIN 3 
sections $250  941-702-1450

COOLERS 2 sizes + bev, new 
+,2 beach twls, etc. 7pc. Can 
Text pics $25  941-246-1548

FRAMED MIRROR Howard 
Elliot, 4X5 Ft,  Black, Exc.Cond 
$300, OBO  941-830-0059

LIVING ROOM CHAIRS, 2 wood 
grain, nicely upholstered. $120  
941-249-0286

MATTRESS, INFLATABLE, Blue, 
Queen size, built-in pump+-
cover. $20  941-716-5507

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

PLASTIC STORAGE BOXES 
Sterlite 54 gallon 3 for $10 
941-347-7136

SHOWER CURTAIN, “Samoa” 
hooks, dark wicker access, 
rugs, etc. $55  941-246-1548

STORAGE HANGERS, Two 
overhead. Heavy duty. $35  
336-471-5595

TAPESTRY, THOMAS KINKAID 
3 x 5 lighted. VGC  $15  
941-204-2888

FLOOR MATE Spin scrub hard 
floor cleaner dry & wet $85  
941-697-7592

VACUUM CLEANER, MIELE. 
Excellent with bags. $65  
941-626-5501

VACUUM, KIRBY, Heritage 
with attachments  $129, OBO  
231-203-1856

Holiday items 
CHRISTMAS TREE 7.5ft. Frasier 
Fir. 850 white lights. Used 
twice. $100, OBO  941-639-3639

Furniture 
BED FRAME  King, metal, New 
in box.  $60  941-575-6856

BEDS, (2) TWIN CLEAN, Mat-
tress, Boxspring & Frame, ex
cond. $125 each  716-440-2640

BUNK BEDS dresser & night-
stand, mattresses, Cherry col-
or. $450 for all or can be split.
941-257-5500

CORNER CABINET. MAPLE 
Call for pics $250, OBO  
941-661-5152

COUCH Mint condition, fabric 
$299  941-702-1450

COUCH, floral,  86X39X36. 
Great clean cond. Delivery 
available. $150  941-307-9211

DINETTE SET,  like new, 24” 
round table, two chairs, all 
wood. $100  941-716-5507

DINETTE, HENRY LINK wicker,  
rattan, glass, 4 chairs, pink. 
Exc. $150, OBO  941-200-5718

DINING SET,  54” glass top on 
column plus 4 fabric chairs.  
$150  941-307-9211

DRESSER, 69X18X33, mirror,  
wood, 9 drawers. Delivery 
available. $150  941-307-9211

Furniture 
END TABLE  light color wood, 
25 deep X 18.5 across X 22. 
5high $20, OBO  941-613-0097

END TABLE, Ethan Allen, gate 
legged. Call for pics. $40, OBO  
941-661-5152

FOLDING TABLES, (2) brown 
tops 96X30X29. Good condi-
tion. $20 each 941-716-5507

FUTON, wood frame, beige 
cover, 83X36X33. Delivery 
available. $100  941-307-9211

HIGH-TOP TABLE & 2 Swivel 
stools for Lanai or Patio, Hvy 
Metal  $300  860-209-3918

I BUY FURNITURE
Or anything of value!
941-485-4964

KITCHEN SET with 2 chairs. 
Ikea style, White, Solid Wood
top. $75   941-257-5500

KITCHEN TABLE, Rattan 42” gls 
top 4 chairs X cond w/ lower 
shelf $295, OBO  941-497-4098

LIVING ROOM CHAIRS,  wood 
grain, nicely upholstered. $120  
941-249-0286

LOUNGERS, 2 ALUMINUM New 
$160 each, can text pictures 
$160  404-376-5041

LOVE SEAT, olive fabric, clean 
condition. 62X38X36. Delivery 
available. $60  941-307-9211

PATIO SET, PVC,  6 chairs, 2 
chaise, 8 cushions, table, exc 
cond, $300, OBO  941-914-6945

PEDESTAL TABLE, Solid oak, 
48” rd +24” leaf-New cond.
6 Chairs $500  941-497-4098

POWER LIFT CHAIR by quality
brand, Green, great condition. 
$300  941-484-4149

RECLINER DOUBLE. Leather  
Exc. cond. Delivery & pic. 
available  $175  239-209-2665

RECLINER, LA-Z-BOY, Swivel 
rocker, beige. Exc.  cond.  $125  
941-743-0582

ROCKING CHAIR, RATTAN 
Fabric cushion  $400  
941-702-1450

ROCKING CHAIR, White/
cushion. Great for baby’s 
room. $20, OBO  941-661-5152

SIDE TABLE, curved metal, 
frame + glass top, 31X22X24. 
$20  941-716-5507

SLEEPER SOFA Exc. cond. Can 
send pictures. Full size $85  
404-376-5041

SOFA, RECLINING, Lamp, rug, 
framed prints, end tbl. Can 
text pics  $249  941-246-1548

TABLE DECORATIVE border 
design, 36X24,30 high, sturdy  
$30, OBO  941-613-0097

TABLES, Coffee & side table, 
Fossile stone, glasstop $475  
941-702-1450

Electronics 
MINI FLASHLIGHTS All work 
100%, text msg pics, Nokomis 
$6  714-599-2137

WIRELESS HEADPHONES 
rechargable, all cables, like 
new $20, OBO  941-875-1757

WIRELSS HEADPHONES 
rechargable, all cables  $20, 
OBO  941-875-1757

TV/stereo/radio 
SATELLITE SPEAKERS, (4), Polk 
Audio. Small speakers. Big 
sound, exc. $65  954-642-6599

SHARP 42” TV LC   $100, OBO  
941-485-0681

SONY SOUND BAR 2.1 Channel 
320W Subwoofer BL. NEW 
$209, OBO  941-268-7888

STEREO EQUIPMENT  All Kinds 
Speakers, receivers, etc. 
Starting @ $10  954-642-6599

SURROUND RECEIVER, DENON 
w/remote high end 1350 in’08 
HDMI etc $295  954-642-6599

TECHNIES RECEIVER  Needs a 
new volume control. $20, OBO  
941-255-0489

TURNTABLE SYSTEM, Techics 
Quartz, direct drive.    $125  
941-624-0928

Computer equipment 
HP 2410 PRINTER Print/Fax/
Scan B&W and Color $10  
941-347-7136

Clothing/jewelry 
COACH BAGS large, beige, 
perfect-each $50  941-235-2613

LIQUIDATING MY INVENTORY
of over 1500 pieces. Gorgeous
Jewelry of all kinds! Priced be-
low retail. 941-875-1277. 

PURSE DOONEY & BOURKE, 
brown, large, perfect $45  
941-235-2613

RAIN COATS & PANTS LL BEAN 
large-med black good cond 
both sets $45  941-914-6945

RING, RUBY HEART & Black 
spinel sz. 8, tcw 4.1cts $95  
941-554-2140

SHOES, WOMANS  Sz. 5, new in 
box, Gravity Defyer, Mary Jane 
style, Bone $30  941-554-2140

VERA BRADLEY BAGS assorted 
colors-each $20  941-235-2613

WATCH, INVICTA , Bolt Darth 
Vader black steel chrono 
51mm le  $160  941-554-2140

WATCH, RUSSIAN VOSTOC, 
New, 17 jewel auto mech.,  $75  
941-554-2140

Antiques
collectibles 

1884 MS64 MORGAN. Collector 
also buying. $90  941-223-8718

1940S FOOT LOCKER Good 
condition.  $85, OBO  
941-740-3996

PROOF AND MINT Sets from 
U.S. Mint $7  781-956-8891

Antiques
collectibles 

90% SILVER US Coins Selling 
at $18.00 per $1.00 face value. 
$18  941-223-8718

ALWAYS  BUYING
ANTIQUES, ART, SILVER

NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUES
941-639-9338  941-740-2449

ANTIQUE CHAIR Antique 
Morris chair with adjustable 
back $225, OBO  239-940-2069

ANTIQUE TABLE very-ornate 
w/ gls top 27x19x29h crv legs 
$125, OBO  941-497-4098

BOWL & PITCHER, white. Great 
Buy. Call for Pics $25, OBO  
941-661-5152

BUYING SILVER COINS   DIMES 
THRU SILVER DOLLARS.   941-
626-7785

CUSTER ERA INDIAN Wars 
United States Scouts hat 
insignia  $195  941-475-1379

DRY SINK Granite top,  
161/2x31x27 1dr, 3drws. Exc. 
cond  $375, OBO  941-497-4098

HESS TRUCKS 1984-2014 set 
of 32. Very good cond., never 
played with $475  941-914-6945

LARGE CHANDELIER, BRASS,   
20 Candle, like lights, 140 crys-
tals $350, OBO  941-661-5152

LENOX CHINA U S A Westwind 
pattern gold rim set 6 $200  
941-200-5718

LITHOGRAPH STONES 2 @ 5X6 
& 1 @ 6X8. 2 1/4 thick. $200  
941-255-0489

MAYAN ARTIFACTS 3 
authenticated figures $300  
781-956-8891

SILVER COINS in rolls $75  
781-956-8891

SILVER DOLLARS 1878-
1935 common dates $25  
781-956-8891

VINTAGE CONSOLE STEREO, 
Includes Record Player, 

Radio, Speakers. Storage. 
Beautiful! $350.  941-257-5500

WALLHANGING PAINTING on 
canvas 5’x34”of a City $95, 
OBO  716-374-2950

Fruits &
vegetables 

THE LAW REQUIRES all 
Florida nurserymen, stock 
dealers, agents or plant 
brokers who advertise 
nursery stock for sale to 
provide the publisher of the 
advertisement with a copy 
of their certificate of 
registration. Also, the 
registration number issued 
by the Fla. Department of 
Ag. and printed on the 
certificate of registration 
must be included in the 
advertisement.

Musical 
PIANO FREE, Must pick up.
Call  941-681-3160

Medical 
2 WHEEL WALKER Nice. $10  
941-268-8951

AIR ROOM CLEANER, Like new, 
excellent. $25  941-626-5501

CANE, 4 footed (quad) cane. 
Nice $8  941-268-8951

FACE MASKS Washable, 
cotton, many prints $5  
815-298-8509

FACE MASKS Washable. 2 
styles. Different sizes and 
ties. $3  941-323-5329

HANDICAP STAIR LIFT with 
deck for Mobile Home Plus  
$475, OBO  231-203-1856

MASKS - protect yourself 
from Viruses. 100% Cotton, 
Homemade Masks. $4 each  

407-484-1529 Venice 
PLANTAR FASCIITIS Walking 
boot, R or L foot. Pics avail-
able $20, OBO  714-599-2137

SHOWER CHAIR Like New  $20  
941-268-8951

WALKER, 4 Wheel,  basket, 
brakes,  seat. NICE. $65  
941-268-8951

WHEELCHAIR 18” Seat 
Standard. Nice. $60  
941-268-8951

Get theGet the
Word out -Word out -
AdvertiseAdvertise

in thein the
Classifieds!Classifieds!



PAGE 6     SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020     |     The Sun     |     www.yoursun.com  

Trees & plants 

THE LAW REQUIRES all 
Florida nurserymen, stock 
dealers, agents or plant 
brokers who advertise 
nursery stock for sale to 
provide the publisher of the 
advertisement with a copy 
of their certificate of 
registration. Also, the 
registration number issued 
by the Fla. Department of 
Ag. and printed on the 
certificate of registration 
must be included in the 
advertisement.

Golf accessories 
GOLF BALLS 22 dozen, Pro 
V’s-all for   $150  941-235-2613

GOLF BALLS Almost new, 
mixed Nike, Srixon, etc, per 
dozen $4  941-347-7136

YELLOW JACKET
4G BATTERY CABLES
Corrosion Resistant

Best Golf Cart Cables
$129.95/set. Visit 

DarsGolfCarts.com
941-769-1431

NO TEXT PLEASE

Golf carts 

2017 CLUB CAR PRECEDENT 
$3995

Sandstone
4 passenger Golf Cart

2019 Batteries
New LED Head & Taillights

Folding Windshield
48 volt E.R.I.C. Charger 

OEM upholstery
Rear View Mirror
Low battery light
Reverse buzzer
4 drink holders

Tires, Mirror, Top
941-769-1431

Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

2017 CLUB CAR Precedent
$3795 

Sandstone
2 passenger Golf Cart

2017 Batteries
Folding Windshield

48 volt E.R.I.C. Charger 
OEM upholstery
Low battery light
Reverse buzzer
4 drink holders

Tires, Top
941-769-1431

Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

2017 CLUB CAR PRECEDENT
$3995 

BOB-CAT Green
BRAND NEW BATTERIES

Yellow Jacket Cables
Monsoon Roof

Matching Club Cover
48 volt ERIC Charger
Factory Upholstery
Folding Windshield

Factory spoke Hubcaps
Cooler, Sandbucket
Excellent DOT Tires 
Wide Angle Mirror

STK# 1824 
941-769-1431

Visit DarsGolfCarts.com
WE DELIVER FREE (25 MI.)

$429
GOLF CART BATTERIES

Set of six-6 volt
Brand New Factory “Blems”

LIMITED QUANTITIES
US Made in Freemont, Ohio

Sold in sets of 6 only
Might be a scratch or a scuff

Factory Warranty
Cash Only-Pick up only
You Load and Unload or

we do it $2/battery
Core exchange required

taxes additional
941-769-1431

Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

CLUB CAR PRECEDENT 
$3595

RECONDITIONED
4 Passenger Golf Cart 

Tan w/Tan Top
Flip Down Rear Seat

BRAND NEW BATTERIES 
$New Yellow Jacket Cables$

Battery Meter
Factory Upholstery
Head & Taillights

Flip Down Windshield
Chrome SS wheel caps

All New Bushings
Fresh Tires, Brakes, Mirror
48 Volt Charger, STK#R8

Call: 941-769-1431
Free Delivery (25 miles)

Visit – Darsgolfcarts.com
NO TEXT PLEASE

Exercise/fitness 
TEETER  Never been used, 
Port Charlotte $200  941-629-
3462

Sporting goods 
CAMP DINING CANOPY Ozark 
Trail-unused $25  941-780-6397

DAIWA R&R’S Sealine 47H bnib 
& 2 pc 8 ft Walleye rods. Text 
msg for pics $50  714-599-2137

FLYFISHING LANDING NET 
Collectors, text pix. $20  
714-599-2137

PAINT BALL SET 2 masks ,Co2 
cont, gun & more $110, OBO  
941-613-0097

SURF BOARD Wave Tools, tri 
skeg $50  941-347-7136

Firearms 
NOTICE: Seller Acknowledges
Compliance With All Exisiting 
Federal, State and Local Fire-
arms Regulations and Laws in 
Regards to Sale and Transfer
of Advertised Firearms.

Bicycles/
tricycles 

HIS & HERS bikes  Nice, $60/ea 
(941)763-4818 

MOUNTABLE BIKE RACK, 
Yakima   $50  941-780-6397

Toys/games 
HELIUM TANK Balloon time---
standard  $15  941-204-2888

JIGSAW PUZZLES 5 Total, 1-100,
1-750, 1-850, 2-1000, all pieces 
for all $20  941-914-6945

MARBLE CHESS SET 10”x10” 
Gray & White, Excellent cond. 
$40  941-830-0059

Photography/
video 

VHS RCA shoulder style rec.
carry case, batt. ac ad, tripod 
$40  617-460-2341

Lawn & garden 
AERATOR WATER fill 
tow behind aerator $20  
863-491-0707

BLOWER, TROYBUILT Handheld 
Gas.  $90, OBO  941-485-0681

CUB CADET CHIPPER # CS2210 
$250  863-491-0707

ENGINE, BRIGGS 1150 Series. 
Brand new. $200  941-629-5429

GAS CANS good ones $10  
941-743-0582

IRONTON 5 Ton electric log 
splitter splits 21”L,10”d almost 
new $190  941-624-0928

PRESSURE WASHER, Troy Built, 
New pump complete. $220, 
OBO  941-485-0681

PUSH MOWER Bolen 20” $125, 
OBO  941-485-0681

ROTARY PUSH MOWER 
Earthwise 16”, 7 blade, like 
new $80  941-624-0928

TILLER, MURRAY, rear tine 
tiller RT6000X92A. $100  
863-491-0707

TOW BEHIND SPREADER 
Brinley tow behind spreader 
$50  863-491-0707

WEED WACKER Echo Strait 
Shaft VG +parts $95, OBO  
941-268-7888

WEED WACKER, CRAFTSMAN  
32CC 2-cycle, gas $25, OBO  
941-255-5484

Outdoor living 
FOLDING BEACH/YARD CHAIRS 
Good shape/10 available. $3ea   
315-525-9304

GLIDER CHAIR SET (2) New 
cushion out doors $300  
941-200-5718

GRILL PANINI GRILL, G/E 4 in 1, 
open grill, flat press. exc. $18  
941-200-5718

HIGH-TOP TABLE & 2 swivel 
stools for lanai or patio. Heavy 
metal $300  860-209-3918

OUTDOOR CHAIRS two 
green, cloth, metal, new $34  
941-624-0928

PATIO SET 40x68 gls top w/6 
chairs, new cond. +/32”side
table $375  941-497-4098

PATIO SET, 3PC.  Round Fiber 
Glass Pub Set. Can text pics 
$125  404-376-5041

PATIO SET, PVC,  6 chairs, 2 
chaise, 8 cushions, table, exc 
cond, $300, OBO  941-914-6945

RESIN CHAIRS Stackable for 
lanai or outside aqua. Can 
text pics  $7  941-246-1548

TABLE UMBRELLA w/ stand. 
81” diameter. Good condition. 
$50  941-740-3996

TABLE, Wrought iron 20” 
Round, 18 high, glass top $35, 
OBO  941-613-0097

TREEMENDOUS TREE,
 INC.   NURSERY

PROFESSIONAL
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

SERVICES AVAILABLE!
STOP IN TO SEE US 
 SATURDAY ONLY

 9AM-2PM 
6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

WEED WACKER, CRAFTSMAN  
32CC 2-cycle, gas $25, OBO  
941-255-5484

Building supplies 
ALUMINUM WINDOWS, 7 White 
plexiglass. Must see $400  
941-624-0928

Building supplies 
CEILING FAN w/ lights, Harbor 
Breeze, lighted, 5 blade. LN 
$20  941-204-2888

KITCHEN FAUCET Sanitary 
Wares with hose LN $15  
941-204-2888

Tools/machinery 
24 FT aluminum ladder  $125  
941-743-0582

BENCH SANDER, 12 inch,  
heavy duty $50  941-780-3977

DRILL KIT, RYOBI, drill, 2, 
batteries, charger, bag. All in 
good shape. $65  941-740-0270

FINISH AIR NAILER Bostitch, 
brand new, Model N60FN-2 
still in box $100  941-780-3977

HYDRAULIC JACK, 2 1/4 Ton, 
works good. Bought bigger. 
$45  941-740-0276

LADDER 8 ft aluminum. Exc.
condition. $50  941-743-0582

METAL STAND, Heavy duty, 
30 in. high, with 3/4 hp motor 
$100  941-780-3977

OUTPUT SHAFT, Briggs Intek 
Pro. New. 10 hp, Horizontal 1 
inch $250  941-629-5429

SAWZALL, MILWAUKEE, 
Sawzall, charger, 1 battery, 
case. $60  941-740-0276

SKILL ELECTRIC SAW 
7 1/4 Circular.  $20, OBO  
941-485-0681

SMALL GAS ENGINES 3 
engines, $100 each, 35cc-41cc, 
Wico. $100  941-223-8718

WEED WACKER, CRAFTSMAN  
32CC 2-cycle, gas $25, OBO  
941-255-5484

Cats 
NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Dogs 
NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Pet supplies
& services 

FISH TANK 35 gallon, w/hood. 
Small leak. Good shape.   FREE 
941-474-5662

Appliances 
AIR FRYER, Della 3.2qt digital 
w/ cookbook, unused $25  
941-204-2888

BREAD MAKERS, Automatic,  in 
perfect working condition. $20 
each 941-716-5507

DISHWASHER G.E., white,-
clean, works perfect $95  
716-374-2950

DISHWASHER KENMORE, 
white, like new, clean, excl 
condition. $50  508-642-0043

DISHWASHERL G.E. white, 
clean, works perfect $95  
716-374-2950

REFRIDGERATOR, SAMSUNG 2 
door, bottom freezer, ice  $295  
941-629-3350

REFRIGERATOR   SIDE BY SIDE,
lt. bisque, Fridgidair, water &
ice, $265    (941)763-4818

WASHER & DRYER  Nice, 
White, $325.  (941)763-4818  
delivery avail.

WASHER, FRONT LOAD Gray, 
G.E. model GFW450SM, like 
new $475, OBO  941-628-5192

Miscellaneous
for sale 

1884 MS64 MORGAN. Collector 
also buying. $90  941-223-8718

IVATION FOOT SPA 
Multifunction heated 
massager  $30  941-200-5718

MAGAZINES 8 VOLUMES, mint 
cond. History of WWII each 
volume $80  617-460-2341

SHELVING 30FT. 12” wide with 
wall mount adj. brackets incl. 
$50  617-460-2341

$75.00 
PER PANEL

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & Locks

CALL BOB   
 941-706-6445

Affordable Maintenance
Owned and operated by 

Local Fire fighter.

TYPEWRITER, SMITH CORONA 
SD650. Good condition. $75, 
OBO  941-740-3996

Wanted to
buy/trade 

BUYING SILVER COINS   DIMES 
THRU SILVER 
DOLLARS.   941-626-7785

WANT TO BUY Model kits, 
cash paid. $10  941-286-3119

Transportation 
Cadillac 

2016 CADILLAC 
$28,990. BLACK NAV,

32K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Cadillac 

     

CADILLAC XT5-SUV
One Price Delivered  
Save  NO Dealer fees

Save  NO Title or tag fees
Save  NO Cash fees

3,500 Surplus 2016-2019  
Low miles, Fact warr

@Bargain prices-Now!
Call for details, prices

Justin  941 350-7544
Factory Off Lease

 Auto Brokers
1041 US 41 Bypass S

Venice Fl 34285

Chevy 
2017 CHEVY CORVETTE

$49,911. RED,
17K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Chrysler 
2002 PT CRUSIER Rejuvinated
Nostolgia, dark red, 2.4L, auto, 
air, 7,222k/year $4990.  
Ken @ 518-577-3177 Venice

Ford 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 

plants, trees, fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

2014 ROUSH RS1 MUSTANG
GT Premium w/ Track Pack. 
Has Stage 2 Suspension w. 
Roush Factory Tune. #2 of 75 
Made! Less than 21K Miles!
$28,000   260-402-6470

Lincoln 
2010 LINCOLN TOWN-CAR SL  
$8,500 Only 63K Miles, Excel-
lent Condition. 941-286-5159

Acura 
2017 ACURA RDX
$22,990. SILVER, 

12K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Honda 
2015 HONDA CR-V

 $11,911. GRAY, 
116K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2017 HONDA HRV
 $16,911. SILVER, NAV,

16K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2019 HONDA ODESSEY 
$38,911. WHITE, 

5,980 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Kia 
2012 KIA OPTIMA  $5,900   Ma-
roon, 108K Miles, 24-30 MPG. 
Service Regulary 817-807-7746

2015 KIA OPTIMA
 $9,911. MAROON, LX,

70K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Lexus 
2013 LEXUS RX-300

$15,911. SILVER, 
69K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2013 LEXUS RX-300
$17,911. AGATE, NAV,

66K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2015 LEXUS NX-200
$22,911. RED, CERT, 

16K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2014 LEXUS RX-300
$22,911. GRAY, CERT, 

35K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS NX-200
$25,911. ATOMIC, CERT, NAV,

41K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS UX-200
$27,911. SILVER, NAV,,

8,175 MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS UX-200
$27,911. GREEN, NAV,,

6,971 MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS UX-200
$27,911. BLACK, NAV,

5,715 MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS UX-200
$27,911. BLACK, NAV

8,759 MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS UX-200
$27,911. ATOMIC, NAV,

8,489 MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS ES-350
$27,911. ATOMIC, CERT, NAV,

28K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS ES-350
$27,990. WHITE, CERT, 

12K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Lexus 
2017 LEXUS NX-200

$29,911. WHITE, CERT, NAV,
15K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 LEXUS NX-300
$31,911. ATOMIC, CERT, NAV,

28K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS RX-350
$33,911. BLUE, CERT, NAV,
16K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS RX-350
$34,911. GRAY, CERT, NAV,
27K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 LEXUS ES-350
$35,911. GRAY, CERT, NAV,
4,728 MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 LEXUS GX-460
$35,911. WHITE, CERT, NAV, 

45K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Mercedes 
2017 MERCEDES GLK-350 

$28,911. BLACK, NAV,
27K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2019 MERCEDES GLC43 
$40,911. BLACK, NAV,

15K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Nissan 
2016 NISSAN PATHFINDER

$18,990. GRAY,  
40K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2017 NISSAN MURANO 
$26,000. RED, NAV,  

25K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Toyota 
2017 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER

$28,990. WHITE, NAV, SR5,
34K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

   

2016-2019 Toyota’s
50 off Factory Lease Weekly

No Dealer or Plate Fees
Fact warranty-low miles

2016 Corolla  from $12,500
2018 Corolla  from $14,500
2016 Camry  from $14,500
2018 Camry  from  $18,500
2016 Rav 4  from  $15,500
2018 Rav 4  from  $19,500

Please call for details-appt.
Justin  941 350-7544

Factory Off Lease Auto 
Brokers

1041 US 41 Bypass S, Venice

Antiques/
collectibles 

1999 BENTLEY AZURE Mulli-
ner 36k orig miles, celebrity 
owned, clean title, convert,
2 door, garage kept  $49,000/
obo or trade  941-250-8816

Autos wanted 
We BUY CARS & TRUCKS  

RUNNING OR NOT!
$400 CASH + UP

Frank 941-249-7522

BEST $$ For JUNKERS
24/7, Fast Pickup, Cash Paid 
Since 2004.  Jim 941-286-3122

AUTO BUYERS WANTED
• 1500 Vehicles Weekly fresh 

Florida Factory off Lease
• House calls by 
   appointment
• FACTORY WARRANTY
• No dealer add on fees save
    up to $3000
• Avoid 30/40% depreciation 
Factory Off Lease Auto Brokers 

CALL KEN, VENICE 
518-577-3177

WE BUY &
 PICK UP JUNK CARS 

941-661-1928

NO TITLE NO PROBLEM, 
RUNNING OR NOT! 7 DAYS 
FREE PICK UP 941-623-5550

Auto parts/
accessories 

AUTO JACKS Pair of car jacks 
$15  239-940-2069

STEERING WHEEL, 1986 El 
Camino. $25  941-697-7592

NEW GAS PUMP   Hoses 2 each 
$25  941-380-1406

TIRE NEW 245/75/16 all season 
XHT   $59, OBO  231-203-1856

STEERING WHEEL, Custom 
wood for Hot Rod $40  
941-697-7592

REAR CARGO COVER Fits 
Hyundai SUV, new. $75  
941-626-5501

OIL PAN, New 302 Ford 
DBL sump chrome $30  
941-697-7592

HEADLIGHTS, New in box. 7” 
custom halo. $40  941-697-7592

HEADLIGHT SWITCH, New for 
1950-1954 Ford/Mercury $30  
941-380-1406

GM WHEEL BEARING hub assy. 
New in box WH513187 $40  
941-380-1406

CAR TIRE  40-50% Tread 
left size 205 50 R17 $30  
714-599-2137

BOAT PROP stainless 13-1/2 
x 17 for Honda, Mercury, 
Mariner $250  941-780-3977

Vans 
2016 DODGE Grand Caravan
Wheelchair Van, 10” lowered 
floor & ramp.  941-870-4325

Trucks/pick-Ups 
  

Drive Free & Have Income
Purchase @ 

wholesale  required.
1500 GM vehicles 2016-2020
Sell w/profit-Avg $2k @sale

Earn up to $10,000 yr.
Free training, great opp.

Save-no depreciation
Call Justin 941 350-7544

Factory Off Lease 
Auto Brokers

1041 US 41 Bypass S

2004 CHEVY 3500 BOX TRUCK 
Rejuvinated 12,500mi/year 

6.0L, Air, Auto, PS, PB 
Advertise your virus Recovery   

Ken @ 518-577-3177 Venice

Marine supply
& equip. 

ALUMINUM OARS 65”long $25  
239-209-2665

BOAT SEATS Sweetwater 
pontoon new seats $300  
781-956-8891

BOAT PROPELLER  stainless 
steel for Honda 90, brand new 
$250  941-780-3977

BOAT LIFT/DAVIT SWITCHES 
Up/Down with Cords 
(pair-new) $65  941-676-2019

Canoes/kayaks 
12’ HOBIE SPRINT  blue/
paddle/great condition $300  
832-794-1898

Trailer
& accessories 

JACK 5000# Electric A-Frame
Jacks FOR SALE SPECIAL 
$349.00   941-575-2214

“120” TRAILERS
Cargo  Enclosed  

Dump Utility  Equipment 
Skid Steer. Parts-Service

Trades welcome. 
Financing Available. 

We Buy Trailers, Cars 
& Trucks.

Roy’s Trailer Country
2851 Taylor Rd., P.G.

941-575-2214

Cycles/mopeds/
scooters 

2016 PIAGGIO BV350 with ABS. 
900 miles. Like new. $3,750
217-473-6472 (Englewood)

Motorcycle access. 
LADIES LEATHERS Classic M/C 
jacket w/chaps, fringes, size 6,
ALmost new. $75  941-347-7136

Motor homes/RVs 
WANTED - All Motor Homes, 

TT’s, 5th wheels, & Diesel 
trucks.  Cash paid on the spot 

for quick sale. 
Any Condition! Low or High 

Value.   954-595-0093

SAFE TRAVELS

MOTOR HOMES
VAN CAMPERS
5TH WHEELS

TRAVEL TRAILERS
SERVICE*PARTS

*BODY SHOP
GERZENYS RV WORLD

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1977
2110 US 41 – Nokomis

(941) 260-0476
www.gerzenysrvworld.com

I BUY TRAVEL TRAILERS, 
5th Wheels, Motor Homes & 
Trucks. I Come to You! Call 

Dave Anytime. 813-713-3217

S
P
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Welcome to the home of award-winning 
senior living in Venice, Florida. Aston 
Gardens At Pelican Pointe is in the heart of 
Venice just minutes from the best shopping, 
entertainment and medical facilities. Rich in 
local culture and appreciated for its world-
class amenities, Venice is an amazing city 
to enjoy in your retirement years. Offering 
Independent Living, Assisted Living and 
Memory Care, our secured dementia and 
Alzheimer’s community, Aston Gardens 
At Pelican Pointe offers the best value in 
affordable, carefree, senior living. Everything 
we do is focused on providing you the very 
best in senior living. It’s all right here! 

By Discovery Senior Living

At Pelican Pointe

Equal Opportunity Employer, including disabled and veterans.For Job Details:

CURRENT OPENINGS - at our Venice Location

www.astongardens.com/senior-living/fl/venice/aston-gardens-at-pelican-pointe/career-center

ad
no

=3
74
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CNA  /  Caregiver
LPN 34hrs week
APPLY IN PERSON:

1000 Aston Gardens Drive • Venice, FL 34292
941-240-1010

Assisted Living Facility License AL#10612

ad
no
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MikeDouglassPlumbing.com

MIKE DOUGLASS PLUMBING is offering 
TOP PAY FOR QUALIFIED PLUMBERS

Come join our award winning team. Minimum of 3 years’ experience required, clean driver’s 
license is a must.  We offer an excellent full benefi ts package. Drug free workplace. If this sounds 
like an opportunity for you, please call (941) 473-2344 or apply in person at address listed below.

 Welcome to Mike Douglass Plumbing!
For over 22 years, Mike Douglass Plumbing has been striving to achieve customer satisfaction through 
excellent service and personalized care.  We train our technicians to be clean, courteous, and respectful to 
all customers.  We even back all of our work with a written 100% customer satisfaction guarantee-something 
that is considered to be one of the best warranties in the industry.

517 Paul Morris Drive, Suite A | Englewood, Fl 34223

ad
no

=
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Call Our Recruitment Team at
941-429-3110 or 866-463-1638

ad
no

=
37

48
72

6-
1



PAGE 8     SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020     |     The Sun     |     www.yoursun.com  

adno=3748731-1

Technology has changed the world 
in numerous ways, including 
creating entirely new industries 
and a vast array of career options 
that didn’t exist as recently as two 
decades ago. 

In its CyberstatesTM report, 
CompTIA, which publishes a 
steady stream of new research on 
IT topics, recently shared some 
key fi ndings that’s news for those 
who work in tech.

• Around 11.8 million people 
are employed in tech in the 
Unites States, and 261,000 
new jobs were added in the 
past year.

• Software and web developers 
make up the largest and 
fastest-growing segment of 
tech jobs.

• The estimated direct economic 
output of the tech industry 
equals $1.8 trillion. 

• The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
predicts technology careers 
are on the rise, with expected 
growth of 12 percent between 
2014 and 2024. Specifi c fi elds 
within the tech industry are 
expected to experience even 
stronger growth, as high as 27 
percent.

• There’s never been a better 
time to work in tech, 
particularly for those who 
have a knack or affi nity for 
computer operations and 
networks. Here’s a look at 
some of the promising tech 
careers, including some of the 
more lucrative, courtesy of 
U.S. News’ “Best Technology 
Jobs of 2019” report. These 
jobs boast low employment 
rates and high salaries.

5. Database administrator: 
A database administrator 
sets up databases. These 
highly trained individuals use 
specialized software to store 
and organize data. Some 
key roles include planning, 
installation, confi guration, 
design, as well as migration. 
DBAs also will troubleshoot 
and enhance database 
security. 

4. Information security analyst: 
Concerns about security 
breaches continue to grow 
as criminals become ever 
more savvy. Information 
security analysts fi nd the 
best security solutions and 
carry out measures to protect 
a company’s networks and 
systems. The professionals 
maintain systems by updating 
software and recommending 
security updates to 
management.

 3. IT manager: 
IT managers are in high 
demand thanks to increasingly 
digital workplaces. These 
individuals coordinate all 
computer-related activities 
for an organization. Some 
jobs include recommending 
software and hardware 
needs, securing networks, 
and searching for new 
technologies. 

2. Computer systems analyst: 
A computer systems analyst 
helps organizations utilize 
computer technology 
effi ciently and effectively. They 
make suggestions on new 
technology. Sometimes called 
systems architects, computer 
systems analysts often study 
existing computer systems and 
design more effi cient options. 
There are 54,400 projected 
jobs in this area.

1. Software developer: 
A software developer has 
the highest rate of projected 
new jobs, it can be a secure 
career in the tech fi eld. These 
developers write new code, fi x 
software bugs, fi nd solutions 
to outdated programs, and 
must be both creative and 
technical. Some developers 
may specialize in one area 
of computers or serve as 
generalists who write code for 
various types of software.

No matter the position, working 
with tecnology involves fi nding 
creative solutions in a fast-paced, 
ever-growing environment.

Tech careers 
continue 
TO BOOM

Interested candidates should forward their 
resume and cover letter to Lissa Craig Ford 

at lissa.craigford@yoursun.com

Sun Coast Media Group is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
No phone calls. ad

no
=
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JOB: Multi-Media Account Executive

Sun Coast Media Group and SUN Newspapers, a 
division of Adams Publishing Group, are seeking 
an experienced sales professional to Sell Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions from our Charlotte 
Harbor offi ce. We are a growing company and offer 
strong benefi t package of health, dental and vision 
insurance, paid holidays, paid vacation and 401K.

JOB SUMMARY: 
Sell multimedia products and services to an established client base 
and develop new business. Conduct customer needs analysis and 
create presentations and proposals to provide clients with customized 
solutions. Utilize traditional methods and social media to prospect for 
new business. The Advertising Account Executive sells advertising 
space for publication in print, vast array of digital products, as well 
as Print and Deliver Products for Adams Publishing Group.  Adams 
Publishing Group is committed to providing superior quality customer 
service to businesses and individuals.
 
JOB FUNCTIONS: 
The successful candidate must be a fl exible, organized, self-starter 
with a hunter mentality, attentive to details, diplomatic, able to provide 
and give direction, as well as able to multi-task. This position will work 
with different personality types and across a number of publications. 
Candidates for this position should have strong interpersonal skills and 
client orientation and exhibit an ability to work effectively with internal 
and external contacts as a team member as well as a team leader.
 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:
• Perform job duties and conduct self in accordance with company 
   core values
• Initiate and nurture professional relationships with internal and 
   external contacts
• Achieve individual and company goals
• Acquire, retain and up-sell new and existing client base
• Make collection calls
• Attend departmental/company meetings as scheduled
• Maintain daily sales call log and submit to Advertising Manager
• Correspond through email, telephone and meeting with clients
• Utilize various Social Networking tools for company business
• Learn and sell online products as they are introduced by the company
 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: 
The successful candidate will have a minimum of 2 years of sales 
experience preferably in the print and multi-media industry.
Reliable transportation required. Must maintain a valid driver’s license 
and proof of vehicle liability insurance.
 
TECHNOLOGY SKILLS: 
Profi ciency in Microsoft Offi ce, Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Outlook is 
required.  Experience with CRM system preferred.
 
EDUCATION: 
Bachelor’s degree or equivalent work experience preferred
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