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Charlie on tortoises:
I would love to share my 

swamp with new friends.
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Let’s say you lived on the same street for 40 years. You never left home, and lived a busy, 
routine life, eating plants, digging long tunnels and keeping track of  your neighbors.

You were looking forward to another 50-60 years of  this — well, maybe you can’t think of  the future — 
but you had no reason to expect a change.

Then, suddenly, a backhoe shows up and a nice biology undergraduate pulls you out and puts you in 
the back of  a truck. A few weeks later, they put you down on a strange piece of  ground and say, “This is 
your new home. Start digging.”

The story doesn’t end here, tortoise researchers are saying.
To continue, some of  your friends and relations cooperate, but you refuse. All you want to do is go 

back home. You spend your days roaming the surface of  the land, looking for a way out, only to run up 
against fences. You can’t bring yourself  to eat or drink or dig a burrow. If  the coyotes don’t find you 
first, you gradually waste away, and then you die.

A gopher tortoise 
is about to be 
relocated in 
this view from 
the future 
development 
project by 
Private Equity 
Group at 
Murdock Village. 
David Ellis of 
Ian Vincent and 
Associates had 
the job of digging 
up hundreds 
of burrows on 
423 acres. 
PHOTO PROVIDED 

BY IAN VINCENT 

AND ASSOCIATES

TORTOISE, INTERRUPTED

Gopher tortoises are getting depressed, and it may be your fault

SHUTTERSTOCK

SEE TORTOISES, 4A

By ERIC TUCKER, LISA MASCARO 
and ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s lawyers 
plunged into his impeachment 
trial defense Saturday by 

accusing Democrats of  striving 
to overturn the 2016 election, 
arguing that investigations of  
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine 
have not been a fact-finding 
mission but a politically moti-
vated effort to drive him from 
the White House.

“They’re here to perpetrate 
the most massive interference 
in an election in American 
history,” White House Counsel 
Pat Cipollone told senators. 
“And we can’t allow that to 
happen.”

The Trump legal team’s 

arguments in the rare Saturday 
session were aimed at rebutting 
allegations that the president 
abused his power when he 
asked Ukraine to investigate 
political rival Joe Biden and 
then obstructed Congress as it 
tried to investigate. The lawyers 

are mounting a wide-ranging, 
aggressive defense asserting an 
expansive view of  presidential 
powers and portraying Trump 
as besieged by political oppo-
nents determined to ensure he 

Before you read the rest of  this 
column, turn off the TV, put down 

your phone (not if  you 
are reading this on 
your mobile device), 
close your eyes and 
for about 20 seconds 
ask yourself  if  you 
consider yourself  a 
rude person.

Then spend another 
20 seconds and ask 
yourself  if  other 
people might think 
you are a person who 

other people consider rude.
OK, now that you are back. How 

did you do? If  you didn’t like your 
answer to either question, don’t 
worry, there’s hope for you.

I have some rules that I try to 
live by that I think have something 
to do with being polite. I’m not Mr. 
Manners or anything, but I do believe 
that manners and politeness are what 
we use to remain civil to one another 
and, most importantly, convey 
respect.

And right now, at this very mo-
ment, what the world needs now is 

not more Love, Sweet Love, but more 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T.

It’s not just in national politics. 
It’s you and me, too. How we treat 
one another matters. Whether you 
are talking to your spouse, children, 
boss, employee, co-worker or the 
person you just met, manners convey 
respect.

So, my reader friends, here are 
the Jim Gouvellis rules of  manners, 
politeness and respect.

• When you meet someone for the 

What the world needs now is not more love ...

SEE JIM, 4A

JIM 
GOUVELLIS

Executive 
Editor

Readers react to last week’s column
After my column on our 99-year-old friend Rachel 

Weishuhn, who was denied a job with the Census 

when she was 89 appeared last week, I received 

lots of emails. Here are a few of them:

I, too, chuckled a bit when I read Rachel’s letter!

Thank you so much for that follow up story in the 

Sunday Sun. It made my day.

— Alex Gregorewsky

READ MORE ON PAGE 4

Trump lawyers argue Democrats 
just want to overturn election

IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

SEE TRIAL, 5A
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ALMANAC
Today is Sunday, Jan. 26, the 26th 

day of 2020. There are 340 days left 

in the year.

Clinton denies having affair

On Jan. 26, 1998 President Bill 

Clinton forcefully denied having an 

affair with a former White House 

intern, telling reporters, “I did not 

have sexual relations with that 

woman, Miss Lewinsky.”

On this date

In 1788, the first European settlers in 

Australia, led by Capt. Arthur Phillip, 

landed in present-day Sydney.

In 1837, Michigan became the 26th 

state.

In 1994, a scare occurred during a 

visit to Sydney, Australia, by Britain’s 

Prince Charles as college student 

David Kang lunged at the prince, 

firing two blank shots from a starter’s 

pistol. (Kang was later sentenced to 

500 hours of community service.)

In 2009, Nadya Suleman gave birth 

at Kaiser Permanente Bellflower 

Medical Center in California to 

six boys and two girls, the world’s 

longest-surviving set of octuplets. 

Criticism came after the public 

learned that the unemployed, single 

mother had gotten pregnant with 

the octuplets and six elder children 

through in vitro fertilization.

Today’s Birthdays: 

Cartoonist Jules Feiffer is 91. 

Sportscaster-actor Bob Uecker is 85. 

Actor Scott Glenn is 81. Singer Jean 

Knight is 77. Activist Angela Davis is 

76. Actor Richard Portnow is 73. Actor 

David Strathairn is 71. Alt-country 

singer-songwriter Lucinda Williams 

is 67. Rock singer-musician Eddie Van 

Halen is 65. Actress-comedian-talk 

show host Ellen DeGeneres is 62. 

Bible verse

“Beloved, I wish above all things 

that thou mayest prosper and be in 

health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 

— 3 JOHN 2.

God is for us having a full life 
and an eternal one. Jesus said, “I 
am come that ye might have life, 
and have it more abundantly.”

By ZEKE MILLER, 
COLLEEN LONG, MIKE BALSAMO 

and LYNN BERRY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump inquired how 
long Ukraine would be able 
to resist Russian aggression 
without U.S. assistance during 
a 2018 meeting with donors that 
included the indicted associates 
of his personal attorney Rudy 
Giuliani.

“How long would they last 
in a fight with Russia?” Trump 
is heard asking in the audio 
portion of a video recording, 
moments before he calls for 
the firing of U.S. Ambassador 
to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch. 
She was removed a year later 
after a campaign to discredit 
her by Giuliani and others, an 
action that is part of Democrats’ 
case arguing for the removal 
of the president in his Senate 
impeachment trial.

A video recording of the 
entire 80-minute dinner at the 
Trump Hotel in Washington 
was obtained Saturday by The 
Associated Press. Excerpts 
were first published Friday by 
ABC News. People can be seen 
in only some portions of the 
recording.

The recording contradicts 
the president’s statements that 
he did not know the Giuliani 
associates Lev Parnas or Igor 
Fruman, key figures in the 
investigation who were indicted 
last year on campaign finance 
charges. The recording came to 
light as Democrats continued 
to press for witnesses and 
other evidence to be considered 
during the impeachment trial.

On the recording, a voice 
that appears to be Parnas’ can 
be heard saying, “The biggest 
problem there, I think where 
we need to start is we got to get 

rid of the ambassador.” He later 
can be heard telling Trump: 
“She’s basically walking around 
telling everybody, ‘Wait, he’s 
gonna get impeached. Just 
wait.’”

Trump responds: “Get rid of  
her! Get her out tomorrow. I 
don’t care. Get her out tomor-
row. Take her out. OK? Do it.”

Ukraine came up during 
the dinner in the context of a 
discussion of energy markets, 
with the voice appearing to be 
Parnas’ describing his involve-
ment in the purchase of a 
Ukrainian energy company.

The group then praises 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, to which the president 
says: “Pompeo’s going to be 
good. He’s doing a good job. 
Already he’s doing a good job.”

At the beginning of the video, 
Trump is seen posing for photos 
before entering the blue-walled 
dining room. A voice that 
appears to be Fruman’s is heard 
saying that “it’s a great room” 
before a chuckle. “I couldn’t 
believe myself.”

Also visible in the video are 
the president’s son Donald 
Trump Jr. and former coun-
selor to the president Johnny 
DeStefano. Jack Nicklaus 
III, the grandson of the golf  
icon, and New York real estate 
developer Stanley Gale also 
attended the event for a pro-
Trump group.

Just a few minutes into 
the conversation, Trump 
can be heard railing against 
former President George 
W. Bush, China, the World 
Trade Organization and the 
European Union. “Bush, he 
gets us into the war, he gets us 
into the Middle East, that was 
a beauty,” Trump says. “We’re 
in the Middle East right now 
for $7 trillion.” He later says: 
“China rips us off for years 

and we owe them $2 trillion.” 
The president blames the WTO 
because it “allowed China to do 
what they’re doing.”

Trump also seemed to ques-
tion the U.S. involvement in the 
Korean War: “How we ever got 
involved in South Korea in the 
first place, tell me about it. How 
we ended up in a Korean War.”

Trump provided the guests 
with an update ahead of his 
first meeting with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, revealing 
that he’d settled on a date and 
location. One of the people in 
attendance sought to pitch a dif-
ferent location: Songdo, South 
Korea, which is 70% owned by 
Gale International and features 
a Nicklaus-designed golf course.

“You know that Kim Jong 
Un is a great golfer,” Trump is 
heard telling the guests, who 
roar with laughter.

Trump also discussed the bor-
der crisis and plans for a border 
wall with Mexio, insisting that 
he wants to build a concrete 
wall but had heard from law 
enforcement officials that it 

isn’t viable. “You do have to be 
able to see through the wall, I 
think,” Trump says. He says 
drug dealers would throw heavy 
bundles of drugs over the wall, 
which could kill Border Patrol 
agents.

“They have a catapult and 
they throw it over the wall, and 
it lands on the other side of the 
wall and it can hit people. Can 
you imagine you get hit with 
100 pounds?” the president says. 
“The whole thing is preposter-
ous. I would’ve loved to have 
seen to see a concrete wall, but 
you just can’t do that.”

Toward the end of the dinner, 
the discussion turns to the 
upcoming election and media.

“Magazines are dead,” Trump 
says.

“I think cable TV is OK. If  we 
ever lost an election, cable TV is 
dead,” he says, the party goers 
laughing. “Can you imagine 
if  they had a normal candi-
date? It’s all they talk about. 
If  they had Hillary, crooked 
Hillary, their ratings would be 
one-fifth.”

In recording Trump asks how 
long Ukraine can resist Russians
He inquired how long Ukraine would be 

able to resist without US assistance

 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE VIA AP

This undated image released by the House Judiciary Committee 
from documents provided by Lev Parnas to the committee in 
the impeachment probe against President Donald Trump, shows 
a photo of Lev Parnas with Rudy Giuliani. Parnas, a close asso-
ciate of Trump’s personal lawyer Giuliani is claiming Trump was 
directly involved in the effort to pressure Ukraine to investigate 
Democratic rival Joe Biden. Trump on Jan. 16, repeated denials 
that he is acquainted with Parnas, despite numerous photos 
that have emerged of the two men together.
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Man arrested for 
pointing lasers as 

planes landed
SARASOTA (AP) — A 

man was arrested for 
pointing lasers at planes 
trying to land at an airport 
and injuring a pilot in the 
process, authorities said.

Charlie Chapman Jr. 
aimed his laser pointer 
toward a plane four times 
and toward a sheriff’s 
helicopter once as they 
tried to land last week 
at Sarasota Bradenton 
Airport, according to the 
Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Office.

One pilot said the laser 
hit him directly in the 
eyes and caused tempo-
rary blindness and linger-
ing blurred vision. The 
Orlando Sentinel reported 
a video also showed a man 
appearing to throw objects 
at the sheriff’s helicopter 
as it tried to land.

After several pilots 
reported the incidents, the 
investigation led deputies 
to Chapman. They found 
the 41-year-old on a 
forklift Wednesday night. 

Chapman was charged 
with aggravated assault 
on an officer, pointing a 
laser at a pilot with injury, 
pointing a laser at a pilot 
without injury and resist-
ing without violence.

Girl wounded in 
accidental shooting
OCALA (AP) — A 

2-year-old girl was wound-
ed Friday in what appears 
to be an accidental shoot-
ing, authorities said.

The shooting occurred 
at an Ocala townhouse, 
the Ocala Star-Banner 
reported.

The girl was taken by 
ambulance to a stadium 
near the home and 
then by helicopter to a 
Gainesville hospital, Ocala 
police said. She had a 
wound on her upper body, 
and the injury wasn’t con-
sidered life-threatening.

Investigators believe the 
girl may have been shot 
by a sibling. Detectives 
said they were investi-
gating the circumstances 
surrounding the child’s 
shooting. The said they 
were also looking into 
where the handgun came 
from, who is the gun’s 
owner and how the child 
got the firearm.

Man fined for killing 
endangered sawfish
ST. AUGUSTINE (AP) 

— A commercial fisher-
man has been sentenced 
to 80 hours of  community 
service and fined $2,000 
for cutting the bill off an 
endangered smalltooth 
sawfish and then releasing 
it back into the Atlantic 
Ocean.

A St. Johns County 
judge sentenced Chad 
Ponce, 38, last month 
after he pleaded guilty 
to charges of  killing 
an endangered species, 
according to a National 
Marine Fisheries Service 
news release this week. 
Ponce also faces two years 
of  probation.

The St. Johns County 
Sheriff’s Office and the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
began investigating Ponce 
in July 2018 after receiv-
ing a tip about a roughly 
13-foot smalltooth sawfish 
being caught in his 
commercial shrimp trawl 
nets off the coast of  Ponte 
Vedra, Florida. Witnesses 
told officials that Ponce 
first attempted to use a 
hacksaw on the animal’s 
bill, known as a rostrum, 
but was unsuccessful. He 
then used a power saw to 
cut the rostrum off the 
live fish.

Sawfish primarily use 
their rostrum for sensing 
and hunting prey, accord-
ing to wildlife officials. 
Not having a rostrum 
generally results in 
starvation.

The smalltooth sawfish 
is one of  five sawfish 
species worldwide and the 
only one still found in U.S. 
waters.

Easter bunny arrested 
after hit-and-run

ORLANDO (AP) — A 
Florida man who became 

a video sensation after 
fighting a man on the 
street while dressed as 
the Easter Bunny was ar-
rested and tried to use the 
costume to elude capture, 
authorities said.

Antoine McDonald 
became an overnight phe-
nomenon when a video 
captured him fighting 
a man on the streets of  
Orlando last year.

Earlier this month, 
McDonald was driving a 
motorcycle when he ran a 
stop sign and crashed into 
a carport before fleeing 
the scene, according to the 
Florida Highway Patrol. 
The carport collapsed on 
top of  the vehicle.

Deputies went to 
McDonald’s address and 
spotted a gray car driving 
away and found him laying 
in the backseat of  the car.

When a deputy went to 
arrest him, he denied it.

The Orlando Sentinel 
reports authorities 
asked him to remove his 
costume before arresting 
him. He is charged with 
leaving the scene of  a 
crash involving property 
damage, driving with a 
suspended license and 
operating a motorcycle 
without a license.

Inmate captured after 
3 years on the lam

WEST PALM BEACH 
(AP) — An inmate on the 
lam for more than three 
years was captured by 
sheriff’s deputies.

Daniel Fournier was 
convicted in 2014 of  
scamming several po-
tential renters by taking 
multiple deposits on the 
same Boca Raton home. 
He disappeared from a 
work release program in 
2016 and had been on the 
run since.

Earlier this week, the 
Palm Beach County 
Sheriff’s office received 
a tip that he might be at 
an apartment complex. 
According to an arrest 
report, Fournier initially 
gave deputies a different 
name when they knocked 
on the door, but he later 
admitted his identity and 
was taken into custody 
without incident.

The Sun Sentinel re-
ports he was transferred 
to state custody earlier 
this week and faces a new 
charge of  escape.

In 2014, Fournier 
received five three-year 
sentences, to be served 
simultaneously, following 
his five convictions for 
grand theft.

Police said he used 
Craigslist to collect $4,209 
in security deposits from 
four potential renters for 
the same home. Fournier 
didn’t own the home, 
instead authorities said he 
rented a room there from 
an 81-year-old woman.

No contest plea in 
crash that killed 

workers after hurricane
CHIPLEY (AP) — A 

man prosecutors say 
was high on drugs when 
his pickup truck fatally 
struck three utility 
workers in the Florida 
Panhandle as they were 
repairing power lines 
after Hurricane Michael 
faces the possibility of  life 
in prison.

John Goedtke, 38, 
pleaded no contest 
Thursday to three counts 
of  DUI manslaughter, one 
count of  leaving the scene 
of  a crash involving death 
and one count of  driving 
without a license, court 
records indicate.

The Florida man had no 
deal with prosecutors and 
awaits sentencing Monday 
by a Washington County 
judge.

Goedtke was pulling a 
trailer at high speed just 
before he crashed his 
pickup truck in October 
2018 north of  Panama 
City, according to investi-
gators. They said Goedtke 
was driving near Chipley 
when his truck veered 
off a state road onto the 
shoulder and struck 
George Cecil, 52, Ryan 
Barrett, 22, and James 
Ussery, 61.

Goedtke ran from 
the scene but was later 
tracked down and cap-
tured, authorities said. 

STATE NEWS BRIEFS

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE — Sometimes 
lawmakers fight like cats and dogs. 
Now they are fighting for cats and 
dogs.

Lawmakers are entering the 
third week of  their annual 60-day 
session, and the Senate is taking 
up an abortion bill that’s been 
divisive. But lawmakers are also 
taking up a number of  measures 
that probably won’t get “no” votes 
and likely won’t get lawmakers in a 
lather of  opposition.

Among them are animal bills. 
A Senate committee is considering 
a bill that would make shelter 
animals and those rescued from 
shelters the official Florida state 
pet. That would put adopted cats 
and dogs alongside the manatee as 
the official state marine mammal, 
the alligator as the state reptile, the 
Florida panther as the state animal 
and the zebra longwing as the state 
butterfly.

Another bill being considered 
would ban the declawing of  cats 
unless it is medically necessary. 
The legislative staff analysis of  the 
bill says people usually declaw cats 
to protect furniture and describes 
why cats should be able to hang on 
to their claws.

“A cat’s claws play an important 
role in various aspects of  their 
lives. They use their claws to 
assist in climbing and maintaining 
balance, to help them fully stretch, 
to relieve stress through kneading, 
and to escape danger,” the analysis 
reads.

Another animal bill being 
considered would ban the practice 
of  pet leasing. That’s essentially 
when a pet dealer gives a customer 

a loan to pay for their pet, but then 
repossesses the pet when the loan 
can’t be repaid.

Another measure that’s not 
expected to generate vocal opposi-
tion: A proposed Senate resolution 
would reject and condemn white 
supremacy and any other phi-
losophy that espouses one group 
over another on the basis of  race, 
gender, religion, color or national 
origin.

The resolution won’t become law, 
but rather send a strong message 
that the Senate doesn’t like hate.

A bill that would force girls 
under the age of  18 to get a par-
ent’s permission before getting 
an abortion will be considered by 
the full Senate on Wednesday. It’s 
an issue that’s divided Democrats 
who say it’s an erosion of  abortion 
rights and Republicans who say 
parents should be part of  the 
decision if  their daughters have a 
medical procedure that could affect 
them the rest of  their lives.

Senators will be able to ask 
questions about the bill — and 
Democrats will have a ton of  
them — but won’t vote on the 

measure until the following week. 
The House is also prepared to vote 
on a similar bill, but will likely 
wait to receive the Senate version. 
Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis 
supports the measure.

The full House will take up 
a bill that would bar insurance 
companies from using home 
genetic testing kits in making 
underwriting decisions. The 
legislation is sponsored by Rep. 
Chris Sprowls, who is next in line 
to become House speaker. He calls 
the measure a matter of  privacy.

The bill seeks to outlaw life, dis-
ability and long-term care insurers 
from denying policies or setting 
premiums based on markers that 
might be discovered through DNA 
home kits.

And the Senate is set to pass a 
bill that would ban local govern-
ments from banning sunscreens 
that contain ingredients that some 
researchers believe harm coral 
reefs. Key West is the only place in 
Florida set to impost a sunscreen 
ban — an effort to protect reefs 
that are important to the city’s 
economy and environment.

Florida Legislature going 
to the dogs (and cats)

SHUTTERSTOCK PHOTO

A Senate committee is considering a bill that would make shelter 
animals and those rescued from shelters the official state pet. 
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It’s a grim story, but an 
important one to pay atten-
tion to, say reptile experts in 
Northwestern Florida. They 
believe it is an explanation for 
the loss of  about 13% of  gopher 
tortoises on a 40-acre experi-
mental relocation plot in the 
Panhandle.

“They’re not eating, that’s 
the main thing. For whatever 
reason, they’re just kind of  
shutting down,” said Matt 
Aresco, director of  the 54,000-
acre Nokuse Plantation in the 
Florida Panhandle.

Aresco is a PhD-level scien-
tist who, along with the staff 
at Nokuse, has been studying 
the survival rates of  tortoises 
relocated due to development. 
Nokuse has been receiving 
these animals for the past 12 
years as part of  the state’s spe-
cies protection requirements. 
What they are finding is both 
good and bad news.

For the bad news, they 
have come up with a possible 
strategy, if  not a solution.

IT USED TO BE LEGAL TO 
OUTRIGHT KILL TORTOISES

But first, here’s some of  
the history of  gopher tortoise 
treatment in Florida. In the 
early days of  development, 
gopher tortoises and all other 
species were collateral damage. 
Not until the U.S. Endangered 
Species Act of  1973 were 

governments forced to pay 
attention to species threatened 
with extinction.

Florida came up with a 
plan for tortoises, which it 
turns out provide habitat for 
countless other animals with 
their burrows. The plan was 
that developers should dig up 
tortoises on their site and move 
them to a suitable location. If  
that was too much of  a hassle, 
however, developers were 
allowed to continue to do what 
they had always done — bury 
the tortoises alive or kill them 
with heavy machinery.

For this choice, they had to 
pay a fee. Guess which choice 
they often picked?

Aresco chronicled this 
history at the annual Gopher 
Tortoise Council conference 
in November. He credits 
newspaper articles in 2007 
with spreading the word to 
the public about what was 
happening to tortoises. Another 
piece of  damning news that got 
out — money collected from 
the permits was not going to 
buy new tortoise habitat as 
promised. Legislators kept 
using it for other things.

After that, in 2007, relocating 
tortoises became mandatory, 
but landowners were allowed 
to apply for one last “incidental 
take” or the bury-them-alive 
permit. The state issued 
thousands of  permits in 
those last days before the new 
regulations took effect. These 
were projects that were not even 
likely to happen, but developers 

grabbed the permits, because 
they had no expiration date.

Today, Nokuse tries to take 
in as many tortoises as they 
can that still live on land with 
an incidental take permit. 
Those relocations are done 
by volunteers, Aresco said. 
Otherwise, relocation can cost 
$13,000 to $15,000 a tortoise.

That’s a cost that developers 
now shoulder. In recent 
months here in Charlotte 
County, developers have hired 
environmental specialists to 
remove hundreds of  tortoises 
before clearing hundreds of  
acres in Murdock Village. And 
in Punta Gorda, the county is 
removing tortoises for the final 
phase of  widening Burnt Store 
Road.

Charlotte County is also 
taking in tortoises, 44 in total, at 
the Tippecanoe Environmental 
Preserve. The state approved 
that site as relocation habitat, 
but it’s already at its limit.

NEW CONCLUSIONS ABOUT 
RELOCATING TORTOISES

It was alert reader Carol 
McCoy of  Englewood who 
told the Sun about the tortoise 
research in Nokuse. That 
research showed that while the 
relocating tortoises is neces-
sary, it is not necessarily happy.

“When I relocated to Florida, 
the first local I met was the 
gopher tortoise living next to 
my pool,” she said. “I named it 
Cecil.”

McCoy has become a certified 
Florida naturalist since coming 
to the state and participates in 
many wildlife protection proj-
ects. She wanted the public to 
know about the complex issues 
in saving Florida’s animals.

“People relocate to Florida 
for nature and wildlife viewing 
opportunities,” she said. “If  
suitable tortoise habitat is 
paved over and a species we 
claim to protect goes function-
ally extinct, Florida will be just 
another warm place.”

McCoy attended the annual 
tortoise convention where she 
heard Aresco’s report as the 
keynote event.

“I was absolutely appalled 
and incensed about the mortali-
ty translocation rate,” she said.

Charlotte County tortoises 
have ended up in Nokuse, 
Aresco said, but only from the 
volunteer deliveries. For new 
permits, he said, the state Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission does not allow 
tortoises to be relocated more 
than 100 miles. Aresco believes 
this restriction is unnecessary. 
Their research shows the 
tortoises adapt well to being 
farther north.

Southwest Florida tortoises 
are huge, Aresco said, perhaps 
because they have a shorter 
winter dormant period.

The alarm was sounded after 
Aresco’s research showed that 
in some of  the early enclosures 
of  Nokuse, the mortality of  
adults was alarmingly high 
over a seven-year period. 
Researchers set about evaluat-
ing causes of  death. They found 
predation by coyotes, and they 
found an unexplained wasting 

away of  the tortoises who had 
no other form of  disease.

The wasting away was 
much bigger a problem than 
predation, which is limited by 
electric fencing. They found no 
communicable disease. Food 
was plentiful.

They connected this finding 
with their own observations of  
what tortoises do when they 
are brought to the preserve. 
They wander above ground for 
days, weeks, failing to burrow 
— which would protect them 
from predators. They wander 
to the fencing, trying to get out.

Basically, they seem 
depressed.

“They’re just not happy,” he 
said, adding that there needs 
to be more research on tortoise 
social behavior.

What can be done for these 
animals? They can’t stay where 
they were and there is no 
tortoise counseling.

WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT 
“DEPRESSED” TORTOISES?

The Nokuse team has one 
strategy that they have imple-
mented already. It will take 
some years to find out if  it 
works. They have limited the 
number of  tortoises to 1.5 per 
acre in each relocation site. 
That’s dramatically lower than 
the state limit of  up to 4 per 
acre. They picked that number, 
because that is the typical den-
sity in a natural site, and also, 
because the newer Nokuse sites 
with that density have much 
lower mortality.

Not everyone agrees with 
Nokuse. Local environmental 
consultant Ian Vincent, whose 
firm handles 12% of  the state’s 
tortoise permits, said lowering 
the density would endanger 
tortoises rather than save them.

“That’s crazy,” said Vincent 
said, when he heard of  the 
Nokuse research conclusions.

Vincent said lowering 
density on tortoise preserves 
means fewer places to send the 
animals.

“I would argue that FWC 
doesn’t allow enough density 
per acre,” he said. “We’re al-
ready struggling with capacity 
at the recipient sites.”

Of  the thousands of  tortoises 
Vincent has handled, none 
seem stressed when they are 
removed.

“I’ve never had any one show 
any sign of  stress when we’re 

holding it,” he said, of  the days 
or weeks they may hold on to 
tortoises before the recipient 
site is ready.

Vincent has a degree in 
resource conservation and man-
agement along with 23 years 
experience relocating tortoises. 
He acknowledged, however, that 
he has not been to a recipient 
site. His crew handles the tor-
toises for many days; however, 
other crews take them to their 
final destination.

His experience tells him, he 
said, “They’re pretty adaptable 
animals.”

Aresco agreed tortoises are 
adapting to more crowded 
settings over the decades as 
their habitat dwindles.

“They can probably hang on, 
on a lot of  un-managed sites for 
a long time,” he said.

BABY TORTOISES DISAPPEARING
Another problem is that the 

state is losing immature tortois-
es, Aresco said. The reasons are 
hard to prove.

“They just disappear,” Aresco 
said. “They’re bite-sized.”

Juvenile means between 12 
and 20 years old before reach-
ing sexual maturity for this 
slow-growing animal, Aresco 
said. With the large loss of  
juveniles, the state needs to be 
able to protect as many adults 
as possible.

“If  we’re going to be relocat-
ing the right way, we need to 
understand social interaction 
much better,” he said. “They’re 
going to to continue to decline if  
we don’t step up and solve this 
problem.”

Not all is lost, however. 
In many sites that have low 
density, Aresco said, “We’re 
seeing that we’re building viable 
populations, and that’s good 
news.”

McCoy wants to see signs on 
all development sites showing 
the tortoise permits.

“The public needs to be able 
to walk up to a lot and look 
and verify the status,” she 
said. “There may be pushback 
claiming that this would cost 
too much. In reality, the true 
cost of  doing nothing will be 
the extinction of  an ancient, 
long-lived species that was here 
long before us.”

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Nokuse Plantation and its eccentric founder
Nokuse Plantation (pronounced no goo see) is a 54,000-acre 

nature preserve in the Florida Panhandle. It is the result of land 

purchases made by a Floridian named Marion Clifton Davis, who 

once described himself to National Public Radio as spending most of 

his life politically to the right of Attila the Hun. He grew up dirt poor 

in a 300-square-foot trailer in Northwestern Florida, but later earned 

a law degree. Starting out as a gambler, he later made a fortune in 

shrewd real estate and mineral deals. He described a conversion to 

environmentalism in mid-life. He used his good ol’ boy style to buy 

up undeveloped land at rates far cheaper than environmental groups 

could do. He established Nokuse to bring back the Florida landscape, 

where timber companies had long since removed the pine forests. In 

2015, he was diagnosed with lung cancer and when it advanced, he 

took his own life, the Tampa Bay Times reported. He left his family in 

charge of the foundation that owns Nokuse. It has become a prime 

re-location site for the thousands of gopher tortoises threatened by 

rapid development. It includes a $12 million environmental education 

center named for biologist E.O. Wilson.

Response from Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission determines stocking 

rates for tortoise preserves based on the size of the area as well 

as the food available for tortoises. That ends up being two to four 

tortoises per acre, said FWC spokesperson Melody Kilborn.

Asked if too many tortoises were dying on preserves, Kilborn 

said in a statement: “Large scale mortality events documented on 

permitted recipient sites are rare. The FWC strives to minimize risk 

of mortality on permitted recipient sites by requiring protocols that 

reduce stress and potential spread of disease.”

Of Aresco’s proposal to reduce density to reduce mortality, 

Kilborn wrote: “FWC reviews relevant research in gopher tortoise 

conservation and takes new findings into consideration when 

revising and implementing the Gopher Tortoise Permitting 

Guidelines and the Gopher Tortoise Management Plan. We will 

consider this data in relation to mortality reports received, as well 

as the findings from other research that address the issue of gopher 

tortoise mortality post-relocation.”

The issue in a (tortoise) shell
To a developer, or to the county tax collector, Murdock Village’s 1,000 

acres of jungle have lain mostly empty since the 1950s.

It turns out, however, it wasn’t actually empty. The jungle that grew 

up housed hundreds upon hundreds of gopher tortoises. They’re 

so long lived, some of them may have been there when the Mackle 

brothers came down from Chicago to buy the land. Those developers 

sold thousands of tiny lots to northerners. Few buyers ever moved 

down, however, so wildlife took over.

New humane practices that protect threatened species means 

the tortoises are getting new homes instead of being buried alive or 

crushed by machinery. Anyone who has a pet, however, knows that you 

just can’t explain to them why they have to leave. You just hope they 

adapt.

In the last 13 years of translocating tortoises, it appeared that many 

were adapting to their new homes. But with an animal that lives 100 

years, it takes awhile to evaluate success.

Tortoise experts in northern Florida noticed that the tortoises were 

acting strange when they arrived at their new homes. The researchers 

studied the problem, and found some disheartening results. The tortoises 

still have to go, but it’s harder to pretend there isn’t a price to pay.

first time, extend your hand. 
Too often people wave at the 
other person in a first encoun-
ter situation. A handshake is 
a sign that you are starting an 
introduction with respect.

• Just say please and thank 
you. You would be surprised 
how often this doesn’t happen 
anymore. It costs you nothing 
to use those words, yet some 
folks act like it does. Many 
businesses, especially in the 
service industry, require their 
employees to do this. But what 
about you? Do you require your 
children to say please when 
asking for something in public? 
Do we say please and thank 
you to our children? The people 
who work for us? If  we don’t 
insist on this behavior, it will 
surely become a lost art. And if  
someone “forgets” to say thank 
you in an appropriate situation, 
just say you’re welcome, any-
way. That way you held up your 
end of  the bargain and they 
might remember to say thank 
you to someone next time.

• Don’t use cuss words in 
front of  people you aren’t 
married to. The liberal use of  
bad words has crept into our 
everyday language in a way 
I would not have dreamed 
possible just a few short years 
ago. I listened to an employee in 
an auto shop the other day use 
the F word as a noun, verb and 

adjective in front of  customers 
in the waiting room. The 
employee who was listening 
didn’t flinch. How do you stop 
this? The only way I can think 
of  is that when you hear it, 
ask the person if  they could 
refrain from using those words. 
Creating an uncomfortable 
situation might lead to a little 
positive change.

• Hold the door for people. 
Sounds corny but it is a small 
gesture that shows other people 
that you are a civil human 
being. I don’t adhere to the idea 
that you should only hold the 
door open for women. Do it for 
everyone.

• Teach young people 

manners, even if  they don’t 
belong to us. If  you subscribe to 
the “it takes a village” philos-
ophy, then it is OK to correct 
a young person if  they forgot 
to say please or thank you or 
if  you catch them being rude. 
It might not make you a new 
friend, but it could change a 
young person’s life.

• Don’t walk around in a 
store or other place talking 
on your mobile phone. Other 
people don’t want to hear your 
conversation.

• Interrupting the conver-
sation of  others is another 
important one. I was in the 
middle of  a conversation with a 
store clerk when a man walked 

up and asked a question about 
an electronic device. The young 
store clerk stopped his sales 
pitch and conversed with the 
interrupting man. I felt as 
though I was treated rudely by 
both the clerk and the inter-
rupting man. Show respect for 
the time and point of  view of  
others by letting them finish 
their interaction with others. 
If  someone is speaking and you 
have a point or a question to 
make, either let them finish or 
ask them politely, “may I inter-
rupt you for a second to ask a 
question?” They then know that 
you respect them and are giving 
them the choice to allow you to 
interrupt. If  manners are really 

about respect, this is one of  
those things that immediately 
signals that the interrupting 
person is not showing respect.

These are not the only ways 
we can improve our civil inter-
actions, but it is a start. Send 
me your ideas about how we 
can improve how we treat one 
another in this divided world 
in which we all live. Maybe 
together we can do some good.

Oh, by the way, thank you for 
reading this column.

Jim Gouvellis is executive 
editor of  the Sun Newspapers. 
His column appears here most 
Sundays. He can be reached at 
Jim.Gouvellis@yoursun.com.
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Readers reactions 
continued
Jim,

You might stop into the Franz 

Ross YMCA someday, you’ll be 

surprised at the number of older 

folks there doing things that 

might give pause to folks several 

years (or decades) younger. I’m 

going to be 75 in March, I plan on 

bench pressing 275 pounds on my 

birthday, good Lord willing. Stop 

by, I’ll give you first shot at it. If 

you can’t make it, I understand. 

But I’m glad you’re giving some 

attention to some who might 

otherwise be forgotten.

— Jim Faley

Jim,

I just had to take time to write 

to tell you how much I enjoyed 

your Sunday column, “Time to 

recalculate how we think about 

getting older.” I especially like the 

way it tied in with the Perspective 

piece.

As I am out in the communities 

doing stories for the Sun, I am 

constantly amazed at how “young” 

some 90-something people are. I 

keep wondering if it’s like this all 

over, or, is it just Florida?

When I was doing a column on 

Nifty Nonagenarians that light 

up the dance floor, I had some 

80-something year old dancers 

wanting to know why I would not 

include them. I said it was because 

they were “too young.” There are 

dozens and dozens of superb 

80-year-old dancers at every 

venue. Neat, isn’t it?

These amazing older people are a 

constant inspiration for me. In fact, 

I think I’ll focus on a few more, 

especially 94-year-old Ginger 

Jones from Port Charlotte. She’s 

always elegantly dressed even 

though she is legally blind, no one 

can top her grace on the dance 

floor.

Thanks for calling readers’ 

attention to this trend.

— Pattie Mihalik

And my favorite message was 

from my new friend Rachel. She 

set me straight on an error in 

my column and her quote about 

“chasing men” in her 90s.

Jim,

Thanks for the nice write-ups.

But do the math ... I am neither 91 

nor 96.

And, Jim, I’m going to get you for 

that. (the chasing men quote)

Come to Port Charlotte United 

Methodist Church and worship 

with us.

Alive & Glad of it.

— Rachel
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won’t be reelected this 
November.

“They’re asking you 
to tear up all the ballots 
across this country on 
your own initiative, take 
that decision away from 
the American people,” 
Cipollone said.

Though Trump is the 
one on trial, the defense 
team made clear that 
it intends to paint the 
impeachment case as a 
mere continuation of  the 
investigations that have 
shadowed the president 
since before he took office 
— including one into 
allegations of  Russian 
election interference 
on his behalf. Trump 
attorney Jay Sekulow 
suggested Democrats 
were investigating the 
president over Ukraine 
simply because they 
couldn’t bring him down 
for Russia.

“That — for this,” 
said Sekulow, holding 
up a copy of  special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
report, which he accused 
Democrats of  attempting 
to “relitigate.” That re-
port detailed ties between 
the 2016 Trump campaign 
and Russia but did not 
allege a criminal conspir-
acy to tip the election.

From the White 
House, Trump tweeted 
his response: “Any fair 
minded person watching 
the Senate trial today 
would be able to see 
how unfairly I have 
been treated and that 
this is indeed the totally 
partisan Impeachment 
Hoax that EVERYBODY, 
including the Democrats, 
truly knows it is.”

His team made only a 
two-hour presentation, 
reserving the heart of  its 
case for Monday.

Acquittal appears like-
ly, given that Republicans 
hold a 53-47 majority 
in the Senate, and a 
two-thirds vote would be 
required for conviction 
and removal from office. 
Republican senators 
already eager to clear 
Trump said Saturday that 
the White House presen-
tation had shredded the 
Democratic case.

Several of  the sena-
tors shook hands with 
Trump’s lawyers after 
their presentation. The 
visitors galleries were 
filled, onlookers watching 
for the historic proceed-
ings and the rare weekend 
session of  Senate.

The Trump attorneys 
are responding to two 
articles of  impeachment 
approved last month by 
the House — one that 
accuses him of  encourag-
ing Ukraine to investigate 
Biden at the same time 
the administration 
withheld military aid 
from the country, and the 
other that accuses him 
of  obstructing Congress 
by directing aides not 
to testify or produce 
documents.

Trump’s defense team 
took center stage follow-
ing three days of  method-
ical and passionate argu-
ments from Democrats, 
who wrapped up Friday 
by warning that Trump 
will persist in abusing his 
power and endangering 
American democracy un-
less Congress intervenes 
to remove him before the 

2020 election. They also 
implored Republicans to 
allow new testimony to 
be heard before senators 
render a final verdict.

“Give America a fair 
trial,” said California Rep. 
Adam Schiff, the lead 
Democratic impeachment 
manager. “She’s worth 
it.”

In making their case 
that Trump invited 
Ukraine to interfere in the 
2020 election, the seven 
Democratic prosecutors 
peppered their arguments 
with video clips, email 
correspondence and 
lessons in American his-
tory. At stake, they said, 
was the security of  U.S. 
elections, America’s place 
in the world and checks 
on presidential power

On Saturday morning, 
House managers made 
the procession across the 
Capitol at 9:30 to deliver 
the 28,578-page record of  
their case to the Senate.

Republicans accused 
Democrats of  cherrypick-
ing evidence and omitting 
information favorable 
to the president, casting 

in a nefarious light 
actions that Trump was 
legitimately empowered 
to take. They focused 
particular scorn on Schiff, 
trying to undercut his 
credibility.

Schiff later told report-
ers: “When your client is 
guilty, when your client is 
dead to rights, you don’t 
want to talk about your 
client, you want to attack 
the prosecution.”

The Trump team had 
teased the idea that it 
would draw attention 
on Biden and his son, 
Hunter, who served on 
the board of  a Ukraine 
gas company Burisma, 
while his father was vice 
president. But neither 
Biden was a focus of  
Saturday arguments.

Instead, Republicans 
argued that there was 
no evidence that Trump 
made the security aid 
contingent on Ukraine 
announcing an investiga-
tion into the Bidens and 
that Ukraine didn’t even 
know that the money had 
been paused until shortly 
before it was released.

Trump had reason to be 
concerned about cor-
ruption in Ukraine and 
the aid was ultimately 
released, they said.

“Most of  the 
Democratic witnesses 
have never spoken to the 
president at all, let alone 
about Ukraine security 
assistance,” said deputy 
White House Counsel 
Michael Purpura.

Pupura told the 
senators the July 25 
call in which Trump 
asked Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy for 
the Biden investigation 
was consistent with the 
president’s concerns 
about corruption, though 
Trump never mentioned 
that word, according 
to the rough transcript 
released by the White 
House.

Pupura said everyone 
knows that when Trump 
asked Zelenskiy to “do 
us a favor,” he meant the 
U.S., not himself.

“This entire impeach-
ment process is about 
the house managers’ 
insistence that they are 

able to read everybody’s 
thoughts,” Sekulow 
said. “They can read 
everybody’s intention. 
Even when the principal 
speakers, the witnesses 
themselves, insist that 
those interpretations are 
wrong.”

Defense lawyers say 
Trump was a victim not 
only of  Democratic rage 
but also of  overzealous 
agents and prosecutors. 
Sekulow cited mistakes 
made by the FBI in its 
surveillance of  a former 
Trump campaign aide 
in the now-concluded 
Trump-Russia election in-
vestigation, and referred 
to the multi-million-dollar 
cost of  that probe.

“You cannot simply 
decide this case in a 
vacuum,” he said.

One of  the president’s 
lawyers, Alan Dershowitz, 
is expected to argue next 
week that an impeach-
able offense requires 
criminal-like conduct, 
even though many legal 
scholars say that’s not 
true. Sekulow also said 
the Bidens would be 

discussed in the days 
ahead.

The Senate is heading 
next week toward a piv-
otal vote on Democratic 
demands for testimony 
from top Trump aides, 
including acting chief  of  
staff Mick Mulvaney and 
former national security 
adviser John Bolton, who 
refused to appear before 
the House. It would take 
four Republican senators 
to join the Democratic 
minority to seek witness-
es, and so far the numbers 
appear lacking.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
a Republican ally of  
Trump’s, said he thought 
the legal team had 
successfully poked holes 
in the Democrats’ case 
and that the Democrats 
had “told a story probably 
beyond what the market 
would bear.”

He said he had spoken 
to Trump two days ago, 
when he was leaving 
Davos, Switzerland.

Asked if  Trump had 
any observations on the 
trial, Graham replied: 
“Yeah, he hates it.”
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By DEB RIECHMANN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A blue-
print the White House is rolling 
out to resolve the decades-long 
conflict between the Israelis and 
Palestinians is as much about 
politics as it is about peace.

President Donald Trump 
said he would likely release 
his long-awaited Mideast peace 
plan a little before he meets 
Tuesday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and his main political rival 
Benny Gantz. The Washington 
get-together offers political 
bonuses for Trump and the 

prime minister, but Trump’s 
opponents are doubting the vi-
ability of  any plan since there’s 
been little-to-no input from the 
Palestinians, who have rejected 
it before its release.

“It’s entirely about politics,” 
Michael Koplow, policy director 
of  the Israel Policy Forum, said 
about Tuesday’s meeting. “You 
simply can’t have a serious 
discussion about an Israeli-
Palestinian peace plan and only 
invite one side to come talk 
about it. This is more about the 
politics inside Israel and inside 
the U.S. than it is about any real 
efforts to get these two sides to 
an agreement.”

Jared Kushner, a Trump 
adviser and the president’s son-
in-law, has been the architect 
for the plan for nearly three 
years. He’s tried to persuade 
academics, lawmakers, former 
Mideast negotiators, Arab gov-
ernments and special interest 
groups not to reject his fresh 
approach outright.

People familiar with the ad-
ministration’s thinking believe 
the release will have benefits 
even if  it never gets Palestinian 
buy-in and ultimately fails. 
According to these people, the 
peace team believes that if  
Israeli officials are open to the 
plan and Arab nations do not 

outright reject it, the proposal 
could help improve broader 
Israeli-Arab relations.

For years, the prospect of  
improved ties between Israel 
and its Arab neighbors had 
been conditioned on a resolu-
tion of  the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. But the administration 
believes that a change in 
regional dynamics – due mainly 
to rising antipathy to Iran – will 
boost Israel’s standing with not 
only Egypt and Jordan, which 
already have peace deals with 
the Jewish state, but also Saudi 
Arabia and the smaller Gulf  
nations, these people say.

There have been signs of  

warming between Israel and 
the Gulf  states, including both 
public displays and secret 
contacts, and the administra-
tion sees an opening for even 
greater cooperation after the 
plan is released, according to 
these people.

Trump, for his part, told 
reporters on Air Force One this 
week that “It’s a plan that really 
would work.” He said he spoke 
to the Palestinians “briefly,” 
without elaborating.

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, a 
spokesman for the Western-
backed Palestinian president, 
Mahmoud Abbas, says that’s 
not true.

Politics weigh heavily in Mideast peace plan
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An Ordinance pursuant to Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, amending the Charlotte County Zoning Atlas from Planned Development (PD) to Planned 
Development (PD).  This is a major modifi cation of an existing PD to revise the concept plan and conditions of approval, for property bound by Franklin 
Avenue to the north, O’Donnell Boulevard and the Flamingo Waterway to the east, El Jobean Road (SR 776) to the south, and Crestview Waterway to 
the west, in the Port Charlotte area, containing 434.68± acres; Commission District IV; Petition No. Z-19-11-38; Applicant: West Port, LLC; providing 
an effective date.
FP-20-01-05  Quasi-Judicial Commission District IV
Charlotte County has requested Preliminary and Final Plat approval for a four-lot Minor Subdivision to be named, Toledo Blade Section One. The site 
is 173.31 acres, more or less, and is located north of El Jobean Road, south of U.S. Highway 41, east of the Como Waterway, and west of Collingswood 
Boulevard, in Section 12, Township 40S, Range 21E, in Commission District IV.
PV-20-01-01 Legislative Commission District II
Bruce Laishley is requesting to vacate a portion of Vista del Ciudad Subdivision including portions of Castillo Street and Charlotte Avenue, a total of 8.91 
acres, more or less, as recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 48½, of the Public Records of Charlotte County, Florida, and located south and west of Taylor Road, 
north of U.S. Highway 41, and east of De Soto Street, in Section 17, Township 41, Range 23, in Commission District II.
SV-19-12-05 Legislative Commission District IV
Trinity Lutheran Church of SWFL is requesting to vacate an unnamed alley running through Block 10, of the plat of McCall Town Lots Subdivision, a total 
of 0.46 acres, more or less, as recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 14, of the Public Records of Charlotte County, Florida, and located south of Seaboard Lane, 
north of Foxglove Lane, east of Sailors Way, and west of McCall Road, in Section 04, Township 41S, Range 21E, in Commission District IV.
PA-19-11-36  Legislative Commission District IV
An Ordinance pursuant to Section 163.3187(1)(C), Florida Statutes, adopt a small-scale Plan Amendment to change Charlotte County Future Land Use 
Map Series Map #1: 2030 Future Land Use, from Low Density Residential (LDR) to Offi ce and Institutional (OI); for property located at 2691 Lakeshore 
Circle, in the Port Charlotte area, containing 0.56-acres±; Commission District IV; Petition No. PA-19-11-36; applicant: M & D Park, LLC; providing an 
effective date.  
Z-19-11-37 Quasi-Judicial  Commission District IV
An Ordinance pursuant to Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, amending the Charlotte County Zoning Atlas from Residential Single-family-3.5 (RSF-3.5) 
to Offi ce, Medical, Institutional (OMI); for property located at 2691 Lakeshore Circle, in the Port Charlotte area, containing 0.56-acres±; Commission 
District IV; Petition No. Z-19-11-37; applicant: M & D Park, LLC; providing an effective date. 
SHOULD ANY AGENCY OR PERSON DECIDE TO APPEAL ANY DECISION MADE BY THE BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING, A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDING, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE, A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE 
PROCEEDING IS REQUIRED, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE 
BASED.
Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners does not discriminate on the basis of disability. This nondiscrimination policy involves 
every aspect of the County’s functions, including access to and participation in meetings, programs and activities. FM Sound Enhancement 
Units for the Hearing Impaired are available at the Front Security Desk, Building A of the Murdock Administration Complex. Anyone 
needing other reasonable accommodation or auxiliary aids and services please contact our offi ce at 941.764.4191, TDD/TTY 941.743.1234, 
or by email to David.Lyles@CharlotteCountyFL.gov
Publish: January 26, 2020
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By ANDREW WILKS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANKARA, Turkey — The 
death toll from a strong 
earthquake that rocked 
eastern Turkey climbed to 29 
on Saturday night as rescue 
crews searched for people who 
remained trapped under the 
rubble of  collapsed buildings, 
officials said.

Speaking at a televised news 
conference, Interior Minister 
Suleyman Soylu said earlier 
in the day that 18 people were 
killed in Elazig province, where 
Friday night’s quake was cen-
tered, and four in neighboring 
Malatya. The national disaster 
agency later updated the total 
with seven more casualties.

Some 1,243 people were 
injured, with 34 of  them in 
intensive care but not in critical 
condition, Health Minister 
Fahrettin Koca said.

On Saturday afternoon, 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan visited the 
hardest-hit areas and attended 
the funeral of  a mother and son 
killed in the quake. He warned 
people against repeating 
“negative” hearsay about the 
country being unprepared for 
earthquakes.

“Do not listen to rumors, do 
not listen to anyone’s negative, 
contrary propaganda, and 
know that we are your ser-
vants,” Erdogan said.

Various earthquake monitor-
ing centers gave magnitudes 
ranging from 6.5 to 6.8. for the 
earthquake, which hit Friday at 
8:55 p.m. local time (1755 GMT) 
near the Elazig province town 
of  Sivrice, the Turkish Disaster 
and Emergency Management 
Presidency (AFAD) said.

It was followed by 398 after-
shocks, the strongest of  them 
with magnitudes 5.4 and 5.1, the 
disaster agency said.

Emergency workers and se-
curity forces distributed tents, 
beds and blankets as overnight 
temperatures dropped below 
freezing in the affected areas. 
Mosques, schools, sports halls 

and student dormitories were 
opened for hundreds who left 
their homes after the quake.

“The earthquake was very 
severe. We desperately ran out 
(of  our home),” Emre Gocer 
told the state-run Anadolu 
news agency as he sheltered 
with his family at a sports hall 
in Sivrice. “We don’t have a safe 
place to stay right now.”

While visiting Sivrice and 
the city of  Elazig, the provin-
cial capital located some 565 
kilometers (350 miles) east of  
Ankara, Erdogan promised 
state support for those affected 
by the disaster.

“We will not leave anyone in 
the open,” the Turkish leader.

Earlier, a prosecutor in the 
capital Ankara announced an 
investigation into “provoca-
tive” social media posts. The 
Anadolu news agency reported 
that Turkey’s broadcasting 
authority was also reviewing 
media coverage of  the quake.

At least five buildings in 
Sivrice and 25 in Malatya 
province were destroyed in 
the disaster, Environment and 
Urbanization Minister Murat 
Kurum said. Hundreds of  other 
structures were damaged and 
made unsafe.

AFAD reported that 42 people 
had been rescued as search 
teams combed wrecked apart-
ment buildings.

Television footage showed 
emergency workers removing 
a woman from the wreckage of  
a collapsed building 19 hours 
after the main earthquake 
struck.

A prison in Adiyaman, 
70 miles southwest of  the 
epicenter, was evacuated due 
to damage its more than 800 
prisoners transferred to nearby 
jails.

AFAD said 28 rescue teams 
had been working around 
the clock. More than 2,600 
personnel from 39 of  Turkey’s 
81 provinces were sent to the 
disaster site. Unmanned drones 
were used to survey damaged 
neighborhoods and coordinate 
rescue efforts.

By BILL BARROW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES, Iowa — Freed 
momentarily from the Senate’s 
impeachment trial, several 
presidential candidates high-
tailed it to Iowa on Saturday 
for a last-minute blitz of  
campaigning before the state’s 
caucuses kick off the battle for 
the Democratic nomination.

Sens. Elizabeth Warren 
of  Massachusetts, Bernie 
Sanders of  Vermont and 
Amy Klobuchar of  Minnesota 
planned to hold town halls, 
rallies and concerts across 
Iowa on Saturday to keep their 
supporters motivated heading 
into the final stretch of  the 
caucus campaign. They’ll join 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden and Pete Buttigieg, the 
former mayor of  South Bend, 
Indiana, who don’t have Senate 
obligations and have already 
spent much of  the past week in 
Iowa.

The burst of  campaigning 
comes as the contest for the 
Democratic nomination enters 
a critical — and volatile — 
phase. A New York Times/
Siena College poll released 
Saturday showed Sanders with 
a slight edge over the other 
leading candidates, but the race 
remains competitive. Several 
polls show Biden, Buttigieg 
and Warren are still among the 
front-runners.

“There’s still plenty of  time 
for movement,” said Kurt 
Meyer, chairman of  the Tri-
County Democrats in northern 
Iowa. “Every part of  the 
ground game counts.”

Stuck in Washington for 
much of  the past week, the sen-
ators in the race have flooded 
Iowa and other early voting 
states with top-shelf  surrogates 
— rock star lawmakers, former 
Cabinet members, celebrities 
and spouses. The stand-ins 
aren’t a guaranteed way to 
sustain excitement or win 

votes, but the campaigns see 
it as the best way to maximize 
their reach in a nominating 
fight that could turn on the 
narrowest of  margins in Iowa 
and other early states.

Biden isn’t bound to the 
Senate like some of  his rivals, 
but he must navigate the trial 
nonetheless. House Democrats’ 
charges that Trump abused his 
power and obstructed Congress 
are rooted in the president 
pressuring Ukrainian officials 
to investigate discredited 
theories about Biden’s foreign 
policy duties in Ukraine as vice 
president and his son Hunter’s 
personal business dealings 
there.

Trump’s defense team 
began its defense of  the pres-
ident on Saturday, and some 
Republicans are determined 
to frame the matter more 
around Biden than around the 
president.

After a brief  trip to New 
Hampshire, the second state to 
vote in Democrats’ nominating 
process, Biden planned to 
return to Iowa on Saturday eve-
ning and intended to remain 
in the state until caucus day. 
He began the day announcing 
an endorsement from U.S. Rep. 
Cindy Axne, who joined her fel-
low first-term congresswoman 
from Iowa, Abby Finkenauer, 
in backing Biden.

Ahead of  his arrival in Iowa, 
Sanders sent progressive icon 
and New York Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez to the state. She 
addressed dozens of  Sanders 
volunteers at one of  his field 
offices inside a stirp mall, 
before heading out to canvass 
in Cedar Rapids. She promised 
to wear her green “Green 
New Deal” baseball cap to 
join them on a clear but cold 
Saturday, amid snow drifts that 
piled along plowed roads, and 
melting ice.

“We are here to make a 
revolution that lasts,” Ocasio-
Cortez said.

She will later join Sanders 
and filmmaker Michael Moore 
for a Saturday night rally in 
Ames.

Sanders’ wife, Jane, and 
actor Danny Glover were 
campaigning on his behalf  
in Nevada, which hosts the 
third nominating contest. Jane 
Sanders predicted a strong 
showing in the early voting 
states.

“I think we’ll win Iowa,” she 
told about 40 staff and volun-
teers. “I think we’ll win New 
Hampshire. And then I think 
it’s up to you whether we win 
Nevada. But it looks great.”

Sanders’ apparent momen-
tum in Iowa is enough for the 
Buttigieg campaign to respond. 
The campaign sent prospective 
donors a fundraising solicita-
tion warning of  the Vermont 
senator’s strength.

“Bernie Sanders is raising 
tons of  money, he’s surging 
in the polls, and he has dark 
money groups attacking his 
competitors,” the email said. 
“If  things stay steady until the 
Iowa Caucuses in just nine 
days, Bernie Sanders could be 
the nominee of  our party.”

Warren has Julian Castro, 
the former Obama housing 
secretary and onetime presi-
dential candidate, in Nevada. 
U.S. Rep. Ayanna Pressley, 
D-Mass., another star of  the 
House freshman class like 
Ocasio-Cortez, is in South 
Carolina.

The Senate adjourned about 
noon EST Saturday, giving the 
presidential candidates time 
to return to Iowa for late-after-
noon and evening events. Sen. 
Michael Bennet, D-Colo., was 
going to New Hampshire.

The weekend is critical for 
them, depending on how many 
more days the trial will extend 
this coming week. Warren’s 
campaign on Saturday hit pro-
spective donors with a frank 
plea ahead of  an “important 
January fundraising deadline.”

By MICHAEL R. SISAK, TOM HAYS 
and JENNIFER PELTZ

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Harvey 
Weinstein trundled into court 
this week for the start of  a New 
York City rape trial, facing the 
prospect of  a conviction that 
could put him in prison for the 
rest of  his life.

Within the first three days 
of  the #MeToo-era trial, the 
once-heralded Hollywood titan 
whom prosecutors described 
as a “predatory monster” came 
face-to-face with an accuser 
who testified in vivid detail 
about an alleged rape more than 
two decades ago. Weinstein, 67, 
denies the allegations.

The trial, underway 839 days 
after the first of  his scores 
of  accusers went public, is 
expected to last about a month. 
It has already featured several 
notable moments — and a few 
odd twists.

STAR WITNESS: ‘I COULD 
NOT FIGHT ANYMORE’

Actress Annabella Sciorra, 
the key prosecution witness so 
far, fought back tears Thursday 
as she told jurors that Weinstein 
bulldozed his way into her 
Manhattan apartment, shoved 
her onto her bed and raped her 
in 1993 or 1994.

Sciorra, now 59, said she tried 
in vain to get the burly film 
producer off her by kicking and 

punching him.
“I was trying to fight, but I 

could not fight anymore,” she 
said.

The Associated Press does 
not typically identify people 
who say they have been victims 
of  sexual assault, unless they 
come forward publicly.

Sciorra also testified that, 
on one occasion, Weinstein 
gifted her X-rated candies — 
penis-shaped chocolates — and 
on another, showed up at her 
hotel door at the Cannes Film 
Festival in his underwear with 
a bottle of  oil in one hand and a 
videotape in the other.

LETTERMAN FAN’S 15 SECONDS
Weinstein lawyer Donna 

Rotunno closed Sciorra’s 
cross-examination with a 
clip of  the actress on David 
Letterman’s talk show in which 
she playfully told the host that 
she often made up stories to 
enliven movie press junkets.

It seemed like a ploy to 
tarnish Sciorra’s credibility, but 
in the 1997 clip, she went on to 
explain that those fibs involved 
inane things like claiming 
her father raised iguanas for 
circuses.

After it played, she assured 
jurors she would never lie about 
something as serious as sexual 
assault.

Smoking gun or not, how 
Weinstein’s lawyers got hold of  
the clip is a fascinating tale in 

and of  itself.
It came not from Letterman’s 

production company or CBS, 
but from a superfan who says 
he has taped and digitized 
every episode from Letterman’s 
33-year career in late-night 
television.

In a blog post, Don Giller 
said he turned over the video 
after a private investigator 
working for the defense showed 
up at his door with a subpoena 
Wednesday night.

Giller wrote that, after a bit of  
confusion, he realized, “It was 
the Harvey Weinstein case, and 
for some bizarre reason I was 
somehow involved in it.”

Giller said he felt “awful” 
assisting Weinstein’s defense, 
but felt he had no choice but to 
give up the recording.

ANOTHER STAR TAKES THE STAND
Actress Rosie Perez made a 

brief  appearance in court on 
Friday to corroborate her friend 
Sciorra’s testimony that they 
had talked about the alleged 
rape shortly after it happened.

Prosecutors called Perez to 
the witness stand to show that, 
while Sciorra kept the matter 
mostly to herself  for many 
years, she did share it with a 
few people close to her at the 
time.

Perez told jurors that, during 
one conversation, Sciorra start-
ed whispering that something 
bad had happened to her. Perez 

said Sciorra started crying and 
told her, “I think it was rape.”

Weinstein’s lawyers have sug-
gested Sciorra waited so long 
to go public with the allegation 
because she was making it up.

FIRST IN A PARADE OF ACCUSERS
Sciorra is one of  six accusers 

expected to testify against 
Weinstein. That’s just a fraction 
of  the number of  women who 
have come forward in recent 
years to accuse him of  sexual 
assault or harassment.

The others who will take 
the witness stand are the two 
women whose allegations led 
to the criminal charges at the 
heart of  the case and three 
other women whose testimony, 
like Sciorra’s, is meant to show 
that Weinstein has repeatedly 
engaged in similar behavior.

The charges against 
Weinstein pertain to allegations 
he forcibly performed oral sex 
on former production assistant 
Mimi Haleyi in his New York 
apartment in 2006 and that he 
raped an aspiring actress in a 
hotel room in 2013.

In her opening statement, 
prosecutor Meghan Hast told 
jurors that the rape accuser 
found a needle after the alleged 
assault and realized Weinstein 
had injected himself  to get an 
erection.

Weinstein has insisted 
any sexual encounters were 
consensual.

DEFENSE’S FOCUS: 
WOMEN’S BEHAVIOR

Weinstein’s lawyers are 
pointing to warm emails and 
other evidence they say show 
some of  the women continued 
to interact with Weinstein after 
the alleged attacks.

Another part of  the defense 
strategy has been to spin 
blame back on his accusers: 
for instance, asking Sciorra 
on cross-examination why she 
didn’t flee or call 911 when 
Weinstein arrived.

On Friday, prosecutors called 
to the witness stand a forensic 
psychiatrist who testified at 
the 2018 retrial that led to Bill 
Cosby’s sexual assault convic-
tion in Pennsylvania, aiming to 
dispel myths about how victims 
behave in the aftermath of  
assaults.

Dr. Barbara Ziv said most 
sexual assault victims continue 
to have contact with their 
attackers, who often threaten 
retaliation if  the victims tell 
anyone what happened.

Victims are “hoping this 
is just an aberration” and 
they can also end up blaming 
themselves, Ziv testified.

Ziv describes herself  as an 
expert on “sexual assault vic-
tim behavior” and has studied 
the issue extensively, but she 
hasn’t evaluated Weinstein’s 
accusers.

Week 1 of Weinstein trial: Vile allegations, X-rated gifts

Democratic candidates pour 
into Iowa for last-minute push

AP PHOTO

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., left, is greeted by Bernie 2020 Iowa co-chair Stacey 
Walker, right, as she arrives to speak as a surrogate of Democratic presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., at a canvass launch Saturday in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Turkish leader slams 
‘propaganda’ as quake 

deaths rise to 29

AP PHOTO

Rescue workers try to reach people under a collapsed building 
Saturday following a strong earthquake in Elazig in Turkey.
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NO INTEREST 'TIL 2021* • SAME DAY PICK UP OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY!

LIVING ROOM

SA L E
Florida Look at prices you can afford!Florida Look at prices you can afford!

Class and elegance

The perfect sectional for a modern lifestyle. 
Comfortable enough for the entire family.

$99999

SOUTH SARASOTA 5252 S Tamiami Trail (at Phillippi Creek)941-260-9601
NORTH SARASOTA 4027 N Washington Blvd (Hwy 301) 941-351-8600 
BRADENTON 1100 Cortez Rd W (corner US Hwy 41) 941-749-6069
ELLENTON 5814 18th Street East (across Premium Outlets) 941-479-7900
VENICE 550 S Seaboard Ave (on 41 Bypass) 941-485-3211
PORT CHARLOTTE 1241 El Jobean Rd (across Sam’s) 941-764-8700

Stores Hours:  
Mon-Sat 9-9, 

Sun 11-6

*On Purchases $300 or more with the Furniture Warehouse credit card made between January 26, 2020 and January 25, 2021. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full 
within 12 months, by January 2021. Minimum Monthly Payments required. *Offer applies to only single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial 
promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment 
that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Terms of promotions - Previous purchase excluded, cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Hot Buys, floor
models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery, or service charge.

www.furnwarehouse.com

Exquisite tailoring

Reclining leather sofa. Matching console  
loveseat & recliner available. Also in gray.

$84999
SOFA

Stylish leatherleather
Leather sofa. Matching loveseat
& sleeper available. Also in cream.

$64999
SOFA

F U R N I T U R E
Entertain. Engage. Escape.

Modern appealappeal
Power reclining sofa. Matching loveseat  
& recliner available. Also in gray.

$44999
SOFA

Sleek designg

Contemporary sectional  
creates a cozy place to relax.

$89999

F U R N I T U R E
Entertain. Engage. Escape.

Lush and comfy

Reclining sofa. Matching console loveseat  
& recliner available. Also in brown.

$54999
SOFA

Relaxation and styleand style
Plush cushions and textured fabric
with throw pillows in neutral colors.

$49999
SOFA

Coastal look

Sophisticated design with rolled arms,
loose cushions and wood legs.

$49999
SOFA

Comfort and classand class
Transitional sofa with rich upholstery. 
Loveseat also available. Also in blue.

$39999
SOFA

F U R N I T U R E
Entertain. Engage. Escape.

LAST 3 DAYS! SALE ENDS TUESDAY!
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PORT CHARLOTTE 1241 El Jobean Rd (across Sam’s) 941-764-8700 

VENICE 550 S Seaboard Ave (on 41 Bypass) 941-485-3211

SOUTH SARASOTA 5252 S Tamiami Trail (at Phillippi Creek)941-260-9601 

NORTH SARASOTA 4027 N Washington Blvd (Hwy 301) 941-351-8600

BRADENTON 1100 Cortez Rd W (corner US Hwy 41) 941-749-6069 

ELLENTON 5814 18th Street East (across Premium Outlets) 941-479-7900 
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By BEN CURTIS, JOSPHAT 
KASIRE and CARA ANNA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KATITIKA, Kenya — 
The hum of  millions of  
locusts on the move is 
broken by the screams of  
farmers and the clanging 
of  pots and pans. But 
their noise-making does 
little to stop the voracious 
insects from feasting on 
their crops in this rural 
community.

The worst outbreak of  
desert locusts in Kenya 
in 70 years has seen 
hundreds of  millions of  
the bugs swarm into the 
East African nation from 
Somalia and Ethiopia. 
Those two countries have 
not had an infestation like 
this in a quarter-century, 
destroying farmland and 
threatening an already 
vulnerable region with 
devastating hunger.

“Even cows are wonder-
ing what is happening,” 
said Ndunda Makanga, 
who spent hours Friday 
trying to chase the locusts 
from his farm. “Corn, 
sorghum, cowpeas, they 
have eaten everything.”

When rains arrive in 
March and bring new 
vegetation across much of  
the region, the numbers 
of  the fast-breeding lo-
custs could grow 500 times 
before drier weather in 
June curbs their spread, 

the United Nations says.
“We must act immedi-

ately,” said David Phiri 
of  the U.N. Food and 
Agricultural Organization, 
as donors huddled in 
Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, a 
three-hour drive away.

About $70 million is 
needed to step up aerial 
pesticide spraying, the 
only effective way to 
combat them, the U.N. 
says. That won’t be easy, 
especially in Somalia, 
where parts of  the coun-
try are in the grip of  the 
al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab 
extremist group.

The rose-colored locusts 
turn whole trees pink, 
clinging to branches like 
quivering ornaments be-
fore taking off in hungry, 
rustling clouds.

Astonished by the 
finger-length insects, 
children dash here and 
there, waving blankets 
or plucking at branches 
to shake the locusts free. 
One woman, Kanini 
Ndunda, batted at them 
with a shovel.

Even a small swarm of  
the insects can consume 
enough food for 35,000 
people in a single day, said 
Jens Laerke of  the U.N. 
humanitarian office in 
Geneva.

Farmers are afraid to 
let their cattle out for 
grazing, and their crops 
of  millet, sorghum and 

maize are vulnerable, but 
there is little they can do.

About 172,973 acres of  
land in Kenya are already 
infested.

“This one, ai! This is 
huge,” said Kipkoech Tale, 
a migratory pest control 
specialist with the agricul-
ture ministry. “I’m talking 
about over 20 swarms that 
we have sprayed. We still 
have more. And more are 
coming.”

A single swarm can 
contain up to 150 million 

locusts per square 
kilometer of  farmland, an 
area the size of  almost 250 
football fields, regional 
authorities say.

One especially large 
swarm in northeastern 
Kenya measured 37 miles 
long by 25 miles wide.

Kenya needs more 
spraying equipment to 
supplement the four 
planes now flying, Tale 
said. Ethiopia also has 
four.

They also need a steady 
supply of  pesticides, said 
Francis Kitoo, deputy 
director of  agriculture 

in southeastern Kenya’s 
Kitui county.

“The locals are really 
scared because they can 
consume everything,” 
Kitoo said.

The locusts eat the fod-
der for animals, a crucial 
source of  livelihood for 
families who now worry 
how they will pay for 
expenses like school fees, 
he said.

His own concern about 
the locusts?

“They will lay eggs and 
start another generation,” 
he said.

A changing climate has 

contributed to “exception-
al” breeding conditions, 
said climate scientist 
Abubakr Salih Babiker.

Migrating with the 
wind, the locusts can 
cover up to 93 miles in a 
single day. 

They are now heading 
toward Uganda and fragile 
South Sudan, where 
almost half  the country 
faces hunger as it emerges 
from civil war. Uganda 
has not had such an 
outbreak since the 1960s 
and is already on alert.

The locusts also are 
moving steadily toward 
Ethiopia’s Rift Valley, the 
breadbasket for Africa’s 
second-most populous 
country, the U.N. says.

“The situation is very 
bad but farmers are 
fighting it in the tradition-
al way,” said Buni Orissa, 
a resident of  Ethiopia’s 
Sidama region. “The 
locusts love cabbage and 
beans. This may threaten 
the shaky food security in 
the region.”

Locust swarms in Africa are worst in decades
Millions of desert locusts 

are descending on Kenya

AP PHOTO

A farmer looks back as she walks through swarms of desert locusts feeding on her crops, Friday in Katitika 
village, Kitui county, Kenya.

STARTING AT  $25,650!!

CONSTRUCTION
HEATING & SALT 
SYSTEMS
POOL SERVICE 
& REPAIRS
POOL SUPPLY STORE

625-5056
1212 Enterprise Drive

Port Charlotte, FL 33953
service@casapools.com
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Having Problems 
With Your Dentures?

100 Madrid Blvd., Ste. 414
Punta Gorda 

941-575-2626
www.smilesofpuntagorda.com

Difficulty Eating?
Sore Gums?
Wobbly or Loose?
Messy Adhesives?

Denture Stabilization
Aff ordable! 

Complimentary Initial 
Consultation!

Are you concerned about zinc content in your 
denture adhesives? 

For more information on zinc and your 
denture adhesives visit www.ada.org
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941-639-0969
www.kingfi sherfl eet.com

Fishermen’s Village Marina, Punta Gorda

Sigh eing Tours gg

Fishing Charters

Fishing
• Back Bay Fishing in 

Charlotte Harbor
• Deep Sea Fishing in 

the Gulf of Mexico

Cruises
• Out island day trips to 

Cabbage Key, Cayo 
Costa, & Boca Grande

• Half day cruises to 
Burnt Store and the 
Peace River

• Harbor Tours
• Sunset Cruises  
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WARNING!    Don’t even attempt another diet until you try hypnosis!

SunCoast Hypnosis
(941) 716-7876 

Call our offi ce for a FREE 
No Obligation Consultation!

Change your 
mind to change 
your life

Is Hypnosis Right for You?
- Do you think about food all the time?
- Have you gained and lost weight multiple times?
- Have you tried one or more weight loss programs?
- Do you turn to food when you are upset, angry or stressed?
- Are you worried about your health but still are eating poorly?
- Do you fi nish every bite of food on your plate, even when you are full?ad
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2.00%
8 Month CD Special

APY*

1.50%
18 Month CD Special

APY*

OR

MEMBER FDIC

GROW WITH THE

Best Bank 
in the South!

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of the publication date. $1,000 minimum deposit to open and is 
required to earn stated APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. Offer not available to brokers, dealers and other 
financial institutions. Offer good in Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda, FL only. Fees could reduce earnings. 
Offer subject to change without notice.

Money® selected Bank OZK the Best Bank in the South, 2019-2020.

Port Charlotte 
1950 Tamiami Trail • 941-627-8550

24100 Veterans Blvd • 941-764-4220

Punta Gorda 
3855 Tamiami Trail • 941-764-4230
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DOWNRIGHT UNFRIENDLY: Rivals Nadal, 
Kyrgios set to collide in Australian Open.  
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AREA GOLF COURSES

SUN PHOTO BY TOM O’NEILL

Oaks No. 1 at Heron Creek Golf and Country Club features a lake to the left and a steep hill that creates a picturesque tee shot.

TEE 
OFF 
AT

HERON CREEK GOLF 
AND COUNTRY CLUB

W ith snowbird season in full 
effect, there are plenty of  new 
golfers in the area who may 

be unfamiliar with which local golf  
courses are the best to play.

In a fi ve-part series, the Sun will high-
light some of  the most enjoyable golf  
courses that the area has to off er.

We began last week with Sarasota 
National Golf  Club.

The second course in our series is …

HERON CREEK GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
A 27-hole, semi-private golf  course 

designed by Arthur Hills in North Port, 
Heron Creek is roughly 6,800 yards from 
the tips.

Though it’s not as long as several 
area courses, it makes up for the lack of  
length in its layout.

By 
VINNIE 

PORTELL
SPORTS WRITER

There’s a challenge 

for golfers of every level 

at this 27-hole course

WOMENS BASEBALL

By MARC TOPKIN
TAMPA BAY TIMES

ST. PETERSBURG — Until 
the movie, Sue Parsons Zipay 
was happy to live with what 
she called “her little secret.”

There were a couple boxes 
stashed around their house 
with some equipment and 
memorabilia, the stuff  her 
mom hadn’t tossed. A few 
curious looks from her sons’ 
friends when she’d join them in 
the yard to play catch.

But otherwise, the 
Englewood woman said, “I 
didn’t think it was really that 
important. It was just some-
thing I did.”

Then Penny Marshall 

happened to see a 27-minute 
1987 public television docu-
mentary about a women’s pro 
baseball league that played in 
the Midwest during the 1940s 
and ‘50s.

Marshall was intrigued 
enough to want to develop the 
project further. After some 
initial brushbacks, she took a 
swing, producing and directing 
the 1992 movie, “A League of  
Their Own.” Thanks to some 
big-name stars and a well-writ-
ten script, the fi lm became a 
smash hit.

And interest in the story 
of  the All-American Girls 
Professional Baseball League 
(AAGPBL), and its players, 
soared.

“It was absolutely every-
thing,” Zipay said. “Nobody 
knew what we did and we never 
told anybody what we had 
done. The only people in my 
family that knew were my kids 
and my husband.

“And then the movie came 
out and everybody knew about 
it. So it was very, very big. We 
would be nowhere, and nothing. 
And probably people would still 
not know that we ever existed.”

Nearly 30 years since the 
movie premiered, launching 
Tom Hanks’ line “There’s no 
crying in baseball” into the 
sport’s lexicon, that interest 
remains high.

In a league of their own
Players from All-American Girls Professional Baseball 

League, like Englewood’s Sue Parsons Zipay, to be honored

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sue Zipay is one of the original Rockford Peaches, the team that 
was featured in the fi lm “A League of Their Own.” Zipay’s nieces 
wore the team’s uniform while in Tampa with her.

SCOTT ZUCKER
Sports Editor

COMMENTARY

There were two retirements 
in the world of  football over 
the last few days that, on the 
surface, would appear to have 
little to do with one another.

One was 
a long-time 
high school 
coach and the 
other was a 
two-time Super 
Bowl-winning 
quarterback.

Binky 
Waldrop and 
Eli Manning 
are two men 
with seemingly 
little in com-
mon and at the 
opposite ends 
of  the football 
spectrum.

As most local 
sports fans 
know, Waldrop, 
who was a 
three-sport star for the Tarpons 
as a player, spent 21 seasons as 
the head coach of  the Charlotte 
High football program.

He announced on Thursday 
afternoon that he was stepping 
down (although staying on as a 
phys ed teacher).

About 24 hours later, the 
39-year-old Manning stood in 
front of  a much larger gather-
ing of  reporters than Waldrop 
faced in Punta Gorda on 
Thursday and ended his 16-year 
NFL career.

Both men shared several 
traits throughout the respec-
tive careers, but perhaps the 

Tale of two 
retirements

SEE ZIPAY, 8B

SEE GOLF, 3B

SEE COLUMN, 4B

Inside
The Pro 

Bowl is 

packed 

with 

pending 

free 

agents, 

PAGE 4B

It’s been 

a decade, 

but the 

Super Bowl 

is back 

in Miami, 

PAGE 5B

BEST
HOME SERVICES

N A P L E S F T .  M Y E R S B O N I T A  S P R I N G S       C A P E  C O R A L      E S T E R O M A R C O  I S L A N D 

Done. Right. Guaranteed.
A Carrier Factory

 Authorized Dealer

AIR CONDITIONING
INSTALLATION& REPAIR

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
NO OVERTIME CHARGES!

Call us today to schedule your servicce! 36 Month 
Financing*

$0 Down 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA’S 

HOME SERVICE 
$1,500 

A NEW AC UNIT
Coupon must be presented and discounted at the point of 
sales transaction.  All sales are final and no other offers can be 
combined. Rebates, credits & financing vary by model. 

VALID THROUGH  31, 20

$119 VALUE
A/C TUNE-UP

*Coupons must be presented and discounted applied the point 
of sales transaction. All sales are final and no other offers can be 
combined. New customers only please. No breakdown this season.
Must be able to start unit. Normal business hours only.

VALID THROUGH 

$47

 A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G     |    E L E C T R I C A L    |     P L U M B I N G    |    D R A I N S

*Financing with approved credit. Interest accrues at time of purchase unless paid in full during promotional period.  For regular term purchases, APR is based on US prime rate and is subject to change. Monthly payments required.
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HOW TO …
• Submit a story idea: Email 

sports@sun-herald.com or call 

941-206-1175. Must contain 

name, address and number.

• Report a high school result: 
Call 877-818-6204 or 941-206-

1175.

• Report an error: Call the 

sports department at 941-206-

1175 or email sports@sun-herald.

com.

SUNCOAST  
SPORTS NOW
When news breaks, you can 

find it at www.yoursun.com.

Like us and share our 

photos on Facebook:

facebook.com/

SunPreps

Follow us on Twitter

for live updates

and breaking news:

 @Sun_Preps

FLORIDA LOTTERY
www.flalottery.com

PICK 2  D-Day, N-Night

Jan. 25N 5-4 Jan. 25D 8-4

Jan. 24N 5-9 Jan. 24D 4-4

Jan. 23N 2-2 Jan. 23D 9-7

PICK 3  D-Day, N-Night

Jan. 25N 9-1-0 Jan. 25D 8-4-1

Jan. 24N 8-5-5 Jan. 24D 9-4-1

Jan. 23N 0-2-7  Jan. 23D 3-3-0

PICK 4  D-Day, N-Night

Jan. 25N ........................... 5-5-7-9

Jan. 25D ............................ 1-6-7-5

Jan. 24N ........................... 5-3-7-0

Jan. 24D ........................... 6-6-1-6

Jan. 23N ............................ 2-2-1-7

Jan. 23D ............................ 1-9-4-1

PICK 5  D-Day, N-Night

Jan. 25N ....................... 5-4-0-9-3

Jan. 25D ....................... 3-5-3-4-2

Jan. 24N ....................... 4-3-5-9-4

Jan. 24D ....................... 9-6-3-6-2

Jan. 23N ........................8-9-1-8-8

Jan. 23D ....................... 8-4-6-5-3

FANTASY 5  

Jan. 25 ................................... Late

Jan. 24 .................. 12-13-17-20-34

Jan. 23 .................. 13-15-16-21-35

PAYOFF FOR JAN. 24

2 5-digit winner ........ $102,711.06

225 4-digit winners .............. $147

8,492 3-digit winners ........$10.50

CASH FOR LIFE
Jan. 25 ..................18-21-37-49-57

Cash Ball .....................................1

Jan. 24 .................... 5-13-19-41-57

Cash Ball .................................... 3

PAYOFF FOR JAN. 25

0 5-5 CB ..........................$1,000/Day

1 5-5.............................. $1,000/Week

1 4-5 CB ...................................$2,500

4 4-5 ...........................................$500

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY
Jan. 24 ...............5-11-23-27-31-39

Jan. 21 ..................2-7-13-14-17-36

PAYOFF FOR JAN. 24

0 6-of-6 .............................. $600,000

33 5-of-6 ............................... $333.50

1,215 4-of-6  ..................................$22

LOTTO
Jan. 25 ................................... Late

Jan. 22 ...............2-9-20-21-26-44

Jan. 18 ............. 2-10-29-34-46-51

PAYOFF FOR JAN. 22

0 6-digit winners .......$5.5 million

21 5-digit winners ....... $2,736.50

867 4-digit winners ................$62

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 

$6 million

POWERBALL
Jan. 25 ................................... Late

Powerball .................................. —

Jan. 22 ................. 11-33-44-59-67

Powerball .................................08

PAYOFF FOR JAN. 22

0 5-5 + PB ............... $343 million

0 5-5 ............................. $1 million

0 4-5 + PB ......................$50,000

46 4-5 ...................................$100

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 

$373 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Jan. 24 .....................3-4-18-23-38

Mega Ball ................................  24

Jan. 21 .................  16-18-29-31-37

Mega Ball ..................................  8

PAYOFF FOR JAN. 24

0 5 of 5 + MB ............$116 million

0 5 of 5 ......................... $1 million

0 4 of 5 + MB ................. $10,000

28 4 of 5 .............................. $500

ESTIMATED JACKPOT 

$141 million

CONTACT US
Scott Zucker: Sports editor

scott.zucker@yoursun.com 

Jacob Hoag: Staff writer

jacob.hoag@yoursun.com

Vincent Portell: Staff Writer

vportell@venicegondolier.com

Email: sports@sun-herald.

com

Fax: 941-629-2085

SPORTS ON TV
AHL HOCKEY

8 p.m.
NHLN — AHL All-Star: Skills Competition, 
Ontario, Calif.

AUTO RACING
6 a.m.

NBCSN — IMSA: The Rolex 24, Daytona 
Beach

Noon
NBC — IMSA: The Rolex 24, Daytona 
Beach

2 p.m.
NBCSN — Monster Energy AMA  
Supercross: Round 4, Glendale, Ariz. 
(taped)

BIATHLON
Midnight (Sunday)

NBCSN — IBU World Cup: Women’s 
12.5km Mass Start, Pokljuka, Slovenia 
(taped)

BOBSLEDDING/SKELETON
1 a.m. (Monday)

NBCSN — IBSF World Cup: Four-Man 
Bobsled, Koenigssee, Germany (taped)

BOWLING
2 p.m.

FS1 — PBA: The Oklahoma Open,  
Shawnee, Okla.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MENS)
Noon

ACCN — Virginia at Wake Forest
CBSSN — Tulsa at Connecticut

1 p.m.
CBS — Maryland at Indiana

2 p.m.
CBSSN — South Florida at Houston

3 p.m.
FOX — Michigan State at Minnesota

4 p.m.
CBSSN — San Diego State at Nevada 
(Las Vegas)
ESPNU — Loyola Chicago at  
Northern Iowa
FS1 — Xavier at Creighton

5 p.m.
FOX — UCLA at Oregon

6 p.m.
ESPNU — Stanford at California

6:30 p.m.
BTN — Ohio State at Northwestern

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMENS)
Noon

ESPNU — Fordham at Dayton
1 p.m.

FS2 — Xavier at Providence
SECN — Louisiana State at Tennessee

2 p.m.
ACCN — Miami at Florida State
BTN — Penn State at Purdue
ESPNU — Temple at Cincinnati

3 p.m.
PAC-12N — Utah at Stanford
SECN — South Carolina at Georgia

4 p.m.
ACCN — Pittsburgh at Louisville
BTN — Michigan State at Iowa
ESPN2 — Oregon at Oregon State

5 p.m.
SECN — Mississippi at Mississippi State

6 p.m.
ACCN — North Carolina at  
North Carolina State

6:30 p.m.
FS1 — St. John’s at Seton Hall

8:30 p.m.
FS1 — West Virginia at Texas Christian

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
10:30 p.m.

CBSSN — The Hulu Bowl: Team Kai vs. 
Team Aina, Honolulu

COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (MENS)
Noon

BTN — Ohio State at Penn State

COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (WOMENS)
5 p.m.

PAC-12N — California at Washington

COLLEGE WRESTLING
8:30 p.m.

BTN — Ohio State at Minnesota

FIGURE SKATING
3 p.m.

NBC — U.S. Championships: Men’s Free 
Skate, Greensboro, N.C.

9 p.m.
NBCSN — European Championships: 
Ladies Free Skate, Graz, Austria (taped)

GOLF
3:30 a.m.

GOLF — EPGA Tour: The Omega Dubai 
Desert Classic, Final Round, Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates

1 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The Farmers  
Insurance Open, Final Round, San Diego

3 p.m.
CBS — PGA Tour: The Farmers Insurance 
Open, Final Round, San Diego
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Gainbridge 
LPGA at Boca Rio, Final Round,  
Palm Beach

NBA BASKETBALL
3:30 p.m.

NBATV — Houston at Denver
6 p.m.

ESPN — Boston at New Orleans
FS Florida — L.A. Clippers at Orlando

9 p.m.
NBATV — Indiana at Portland

NFL FOOTBALL
3 p.m.

ABC — NFL Pro Bowl: NFC All-Stars vs. 
AFC All-Stars, Orlando
ESPN — NFL Pro Bowl: NFC All-Stars vs. 
AFC All-Stars, Orlando

RODEO
Noon

CBS — PBR: The Wrangler Long Live 
Cowboys Classic, Sacramento, Calif.

6 p.m.
CBSSN — PBR: The Wrangler Long Live 
Cowboys Classic, Sacramento, Calif.

SKIING
12:30 p.m.

NBCSN — FIS Alpine World Cup: 
Women’s Super G Competition, Bansko, 
Bulgaria (taped)

11 p.m.
NBCSN — FIS Jumping World Cup: Men’s 
Individual Competition, Zakopane, 
Poland (taped)

SOCCER (MENS)
9:30 a.m.

FS1 — Bundesliga: TSG Hoffenheim at 
Werder Bremen

11:55 a.m.
ESPN2 — Serie A: Lazio at AS Roma

Noon
FS1 — Bundesliga: Fortuna Düsseldorf at 
Bayer Leverkusen

TENNIS
3 a.m.

ESPN2 — The Australian Open:  
Round-of-16, Melbourne, Australia

9 a.m.
ESPN2 — The Australian Open:  
Round-of-16, Melbourne, Australia 
(taped)

7 p.m.
TENNIS — The Australian Open:  
Round-of-16, Melbourne, Australia

9 p.m.
ESPN2 — The Australian Open:  
Round-of-16, Melbourne, Australia

3 a.m. (Monday)
ESPN2 — The Australian Open:  
Round-of-16, Melbourne, Australia

X GAMES
2 p.m.

ESPN2 — X Games Aspen 2020:  
Snowmobiling, Snowboarding, Freestyle 
Skiing, Aspen, Colo.

8:30 p.m.
ESPN — X Games Aspen 2020:  
Snowboarding, Freestyle Skiing, Snow 
Bike, Aspen, Colo.
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GAINESVILLE — MaCio 
Teague and Devonte Bandoo 
scored 16 points apiece and No. 
1 Baylor extended its winning 
steak to 16 with a 72-61 victory 
over Florida in the Big 12/SEC 
Challenge on Saturday night.

The Bears improved to 6-1 
in the annual inter-conference 
series — the best record of  any 
team in either conference — and 
themselves another week atop 
The Associated Press poll.

Davion Mitchell finished with 
11 points and six assists for 
Baylor, which was a slight un-
derdog entering the game. Jared 
Butler chipped in 10 points.

Keyontae Johnson led Florida 
with 20 points. 

NO. 3 KANSAS 74, TENNESSEE 68
LAWRENCE, Kan. — Devon 

Dotson scored 22 points, Udoka 
Azubuike added 18 and Kansas 
beat Tennessee 74-68 in the Big 
12/SEC Challenge. Azubuike 
was the lone big man for the 
Jayhawks after Silvio De Sousa 
was suspended 12 games and 
David McCormack banned 
two for their roles in a brawl 
Tuesday against Kansas State.

Pons led the Volunteers with 
24 points.

NO. 5 FLORIDA ST. 85,  
NOTRE DAME 84

TALLAHASSEE — Wyatt 
Wilkes scored 19 points and No. 
5 Florida State held off Notre 
Dame 85-84 for its 10th straight 
victory.

Trent Forrest and RaiQuan 
Gray each scored 13 points for 
Florida State. Prentiss Hubb 
scored 24 points for Notre Dame. 

NO. 6 LOUISVILLE 80, CLEMSON 62
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Darius 

Perry set career highs with 19 
points and five 3-pointers, and 
No. 6 Louisville rolled over 
Clemson 80-62 for its sixth 
consecutive victory.

Clyde Trapp had 11 points for 
the Tigers.

NO. 7 DAYTON 87, RICHMOND 79
RICHMOND, Va. — Over 5 

1/2 minutes, Dayton outscored 
Richmond 16-2, then added a 
12-0 burst early in the second 
half  for good measure in an 

87-79 victory.
Obi Toppin had 24 points and 

12 rebounds for Dayton . 
Jacob Gilyard scored 27 points 

for the Spiders.

NO. 9 VILLANOVA 64, PROVIDENCE 60
PROVIDENCE — Providence 

was dominating Villanova on the 
offensive boards all game, until 
Collin Gillespie came up with 
the biggest rebound of  the day.

The Wildcats point guard 
grabbed a rebound of  a potential 
game-tying 3-pointer, turned up 
the court and bounce-passed it 
to Jeremiah Robinson-Earl for 
a dunk that turned back the 
Friars’ last rally and helped No. 
9 Villanova to a 64-60 win

NO. 14 WVU 74, MISSOURI 51
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — 

Jermaine Haley had 15 points 
and nine rebounds, Miles 
McBride scored 15 points and 
No. 14 West Virginia broke open 
a close game with a huge run 
early in the second half  to beat 
cold-shooting Missouri 74-51 in 
the Big 12/SEC Challenge.

NO. 15 KENTUCKY 76,  
TEXAS TECH 74, OT

LUBBOCK, Texas — Nick 
Richards scored seven of  his 25 
points in overtime, including 
the game-deciding free throws 
with 10 seconds left, and No. 
15 Kentucky beat No. 18 Texas 
Tech 76-74 in the only Big 12/
SEC Challenge game featuring 
two ranked teams. 

NO. 16 AUBURN 80, IOWA ST. 76
AUBURN, Ala. — Isaac Okoro 

scored 19 points, Samir Doughty 
had 18 and No. 16 Auburn 
held off Iowa State 80-76 in the 
opening game of  the Big 12/SEC 
Challenge.

Rasir Bolton led the Cyclones 
with 23 points.

SMU 74, NO. 20 MEMPHIS 70
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — SMU held 

No. 20 Memphis scoreless over 
the final six minutes and com-
pleted a 74-70 comeback victory. 
Kendric Davis led SMU with 20 
points and five assists — his 14th 
straight game with at least five 
assists. 

Jeffries led Memphis with 18 
points.

NO. 21 ILLINOIS 64, MICHIGAN 62
ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Ayo 

Dosunmu took advantage of  his 
5-inch height edge on Simpson, 
sinking a contested jumper 
from the free throw line with 0.5 
seconds remaining to give No. 
21 Illinois a 64-62 victory over 
Michigan. 

Dosunmu finished with 27 
points.

NO. 24 RUTGERS 75, NEBRASKA 72
PISCATAWAY, NJ — Geo 

Baker hit a 3 with 1.2 seconds 
left to send No. 24 Rutgers past 
Nebraska 75-72 to raise the 
Scarlet Knights’ home record to 
14-0.

Rutgers had four double-digit 
scorers, with Yeboah leading the 
way with 20 points. 

UNC 94, MIAMI 71
Brandon Robinson scored a 

career-high 29 points to help 
North Carolina beat Miami 
94-71, ending the program’s first 
five-game losing streak since 
2003. It also allowed Tar Heels’ 
coach Roy Williams to pass late 
mentor Dean Smith for fourth 
on the Division I men’s career 
coaching wins list, though it 
came nearly a month after 
Williams tied Smith in a win 
against Yale.

NJIT 56, FGCU 54
FORT MYERS — Zach Cooks 

scored 25 points including the 
go-ahead basket with 75 seconds 
left and NJIT beat Florida Gulf  
Coast 56-54.

Caleb Catto led Florida Gulf  
Coast (6-16, 3-4) with 21 points.

OLD DOMINION 65, FAU 55
NORFOLK, Va. — A.J. Oliver 

II scored a career-high 21 points 
as Old Dominion raced away 
after halftime to defeat Florida 
Atlantic 65-55.

Xavier Green had 14 points for 
Old Dominion. Jailyn Ingram 
had 16 points for the Owls.

CHARLOTTE 75, FIU 49
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Jahmir 

Young registered 19 points 
as Charlotte won its seventh 
straight home game, rolling past 
Florida International 75-49.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

NBA ROUNDUP
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PHILADELPHIA — LeBron James moved past 
Kobe Bryant for third place on the NBA’s career 
scoring list, getting the milestone on a driving 
layup against the Philadelphia 76ers on Saturday 
night.

The Los Angeles Lakers star scored the basket 
with 7:23 left in the third quarter and he waved to 
a Sixers crowd that gave him a rousing standing 
ovation when the mark was announced by the 
public address announcer. The basket gave him 
33,644 points.

The 35-year-old James entered averaging at 
least 25 points (25.2 ppg) for the 16th straight sea-
son and has played 44 games this season. Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar is the NBA’s career scoring leader 
with 38,387 points and Karl Malone is second at 
36,928. James is on pace to pass Abdul-Jabbar in 
about three seasons. 

NETS 121, PISTONS 111, OT
DETROIT — Kyrie Irving scored 17 of  his 45 

points in the third quarter to overcome a dou-
ble-digit deficit and the Brooklyn Nets went on to 
beat the Detroit Pistons 121-111 in overtime.

BULLS 118, CAVALIERS 106
CLEVELAND — Zach LaVine scored 44 points 

for another dominating performance against 
Cleveland and the Chicago Bulls defeated the 
Cavaliers 118-106.

JAZZ 112, MAVERICKS 107
SALT LAKE CITY — Rudy Gobert had 22 

points, 17 rebounds and five blocks to propel the 
surging Utah Jazz to a 112-107 come-from-behind 
victory over the Dallas Mavericks.

AP PHOTO

With his 18th point Saturday, Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James, center right, passed Kobe 
Bryant to become the NBA’s third-leading scorer of all time. The Lakers game against the 76ers in 
Philadelphia was not complete as of press time.

LeBron passes Kobe for 
3rd on NBA scoring list

No. 1 Baylor stifles Florida
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With water on nearly 
every hole and some 
tricky tee shots, the 
course is short enough 
for most players to enjoy 
while still forcing them to 
make some difficult shots.

“Even if  you want to 
play the back tees, it 
doesn’t seem like it’s that 
much of  a test,” Director 
of  Golf  Bart Cook said. 
“But when you get out 
here, just based on the 
green complex, the stra-
tegic bunker placement, 
the way the course moves 
and the way that Arthur 
Hills designed it to play, it 
offers a challenge for all 
levels.

“I think the one thing 
you can find here is that 
every golfer can play 
here, but it’s a challenge.”

Best feature: The 
condition of  the course. 
From the tee boxes to the 
fairways, the bunkers 
and greens, the course is 
well-maintained through-
out the year. Rotating 
its golfers between three 
nine-holes courses helps 
to ease the wear and tear.

Best holes: Oaks No. 
9 — A dog-leg left par 5 
leading back to the club-
house that forces players 
to plan their shots well — 
including two hazards to 
navigate over.

Creek No. 4 — A par 5 
with a tee shot overlook-
ing water and rolling hills 
leading to the fairway. 
Waste traps and bunkers 
line the fairway and can 
have players scrambling 
if  their ball finds one of  
them.

Marsh No. 3 — The 
longest par 3 on the 
course — 196 yards from 
the tips — is a tough 

tee shot. Hit the ball too 
short and it will fall into a 
preserve. Hit it too long or 
to either side of  the green, 
and it will be lost in the 
woods.

Additional benefits: Free 
range balls come with 
your round and there is a 
clubhouse that offers hot 
food and beverages along 
with a pro shop that sells 
clothes, golf  balls and golf  
clubs.

“It’s 25 acres and two-
tiered,” Cook said of  the 
course’s Learning Center. 
“We have a member’s tee 
on the west side of  the 
range and a public tee on 
the east side. Then up the 
hill, we have an iron tee, 

and then we have three 
practice greens up top 
for chipping, putting and 
pitching.

“Then down by the 
clubhouse we have two 
other greens.”

Fee: $89
Booking a tee time: Heron 

Creek is semi-private, 
part of  which means 
members get preferential 
tee times. However, the 
public can still play the 
course year-round.

Non-members should 
call seven days in advance 
to secure a tee time.

Address: 5301 Heron 
Creek Blvd, North Port

GOLF
FROM PAGE 1B

The courses
Heron Creek Golf and 

Country Club is divided 

into three, nine-hole (par 

36) courses. Yardage, 

ratings and slope depends 

on tee used.

Oaks

Yardage: 2,342-3,418

Marsh 

Yardage: 2,277-3,451

Creek 

Yardage: 2,191-3,374

Course ratings/slope
Oaks to Marsh:  

63.3-74.1/106-142

Marsh to Creek:

62.7-74.3/109-143

Creek to Oaks:

63.0-74.0/107-143

For specific tee 

information, visit www.

heroncreekgcc.com

Source: Heron Creek Golf 

and Country Club
SUN PHOTOS BY TOM O’NEILL

The Learning Center, right, features two sets of tees and areas for chipping, pitching and putting.

Heron Creek Golf and Country Club’s greens are one of the course’s best 
features — offering consistent speeds and difficult slopes.

Heron Creek Golf & Country Club Oaks course par 4 
in North Port.

Heron Creek Golf & Country Club Creek course par 3.
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pre-register. Limit 100 vehicles. 

RSVP now to the Vintage Motor 

Car Club of America, 

S.W.F.L. Region With 

Lee Royston
941-626-9359

Public
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See new 2020 models also!

FREE
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two most important, especially 
in football, were longevity and 
dependability.

The 55-year-old coach compiled 
a 168-72 record with 17 playoff  
appearances and nine district titles.

Manning, the fi rst overall pick 
of  the 2004 NFL Draft, became 
the Giants’ starting quarterback 
nine games into the ’04 season and 
started the next 222 games in a 
streak that was halted near the end 
of  the 2017 season.

He led the Giants to Super Bowl 
titles after the 2007 and ’11 seasons, 
twice defeating the mighty New 
England Patriots.

Both the coach and the quarter-
back went out on their own terms.

Binky wanted to make sure that 
he was not leaving his team in a 
lurch.

“I feel like it’s a good time to step 

down,” Waldrop said on Thursday. 
“The program’s in good shape. The 
people that have known me know 
I love Charlotte High. Every year, 
your season ends and you evaluate 
things. Do you wanna do this for 
another year? Right now I just feel 
like it’s a good time.”

While Eli walked away confi dent 
he had remained true to himself.

“From the very fi rst moment I 
did it my way,” said the Manning. 
“I could not be someone other than 
who I am. Undoubtedly, I would 
have made the fans, the media, 
even the front offi  ce more comfort-
able being a rah-rah guy.

“But that’s not me. Ultimately 
I choose to believe that my team-
mates and the fans learned to 
appreciate that. What they got was 
pure unadulterated Eli.”

Both leave a legacy of  teaching 
young men how to play the game.

““You have to look at everything 
he did for Charlotte the past 21 
years,” senior Jeremiah Harvey 
said of  Waldrop. “He’s like a father 

to everybody. ... He has led us in 
the right direction, not only on the 
fi eld, but in life.”

Manning’s fi nal year was not 
easy after the Giants selected 
quarterback Daniel Jones sixth 
overall in last year’s draft. Despite 
the fact that they were competing 
for snaps, Jones seems grateful for 
all he learned from the veteran.

“More than anything you learned 
how he did it,” Jones said. “You 
watched how he interacted with 
people, how he works himself. 
There is no better way to learn 
from than to see it in action and 
done every day at a consistently 
highest level in terms of  leadership 
and being a good teammate.”

While their careers began in very 
diff erent places, they both ended in 
the same way, with equal amounts 
of  class and dignity.

Email Sports Editor Scott Zucker 
at scott.zucker@yoursun.com and 
follow him on Twitter @scottzucker

COLUMN
FROM PAGE 1B

NFL

By MARK LONG
AP SPORTS WRITER

LAKE BUENA VISTA — A 
number of  Pro Bowlers are 
about to get paid.

And not just the relative 
pocket change ($35,000 or 
$70,000) that comes with 
competing in the NFL’s annual 
all-star game in Orlando.

About a dozen Pro Bowl 
players are pending free agents, 
including the NFL’s all-time 
leading passer and the league’s 
top rusher and top pass-rusher 
in 2019.

They’ve been politically 
correct all week, insisting they 
want to remain with their 
current teams. But the reality 
is some of  them surely will be 
elsewhere next season, making 
the Pro Bowl their fi nal game 
in these helmets.

Here’s a look at the most 
notable ones heading into 
Sunday’s Pro Bowl:

Shaq Barrett, linebacker, 
Tampa Bay: After fi ve pedestri-
an seasons in Denver, Barrett 
signed a one-year deal with 
the Buccaneers and led the 
NFL and broke the franchise’s 
single-season record with 19 ½ 
sacks.

“I don’t know where it’s going 
to end up at, but I’m confi dent 
that I’m going to be where I 
should be, which I think is 
Tampa,” Barrett said.

Drew Brees, quarterback, 
New Orleans: The NFL’s leader 
in passing yards (77,416) and 
touchdowns (547) has been 
noncommittal about 2020, but 
he did say “it’s the Saints or 
nothing.”

“I don’t want to rush any-
thing,” Brees added. “I have a 
process I’m going to go through. 
I’m going to separate myself  
from the game, spend some 
time with my family and see 
where I’m at.”

Derrick Henry, running 
back, Tennessee: He led the 
NFL in rushing yards (1,540) 
and rushing touchdowns (16) 
and played a pivotal role in the 
Titans’ playoff  victories at New 
England and Baltimore. He car-
ried 64 times for 377 yards and a 
touchdown in those games.

Austin Hooper, tight end, 
Atlanta: After a career year 
with the Falcons in which he 
caught 75 passes for 787 yards 
and six touchdowns, Hooper 
will be one of  the most coveted 
tight ends in free agency.

“My whole attitude is that it 
will end up the way it’s sup-
posed to,” Hooper said. “I did 
my part, ended up here at the 
Pro Bowl. If  the organization 
wants me, they’ll off er me. … 
As of  now, I’m just enjoying 
what could be my last game as 
a Falcon down here at the Pro 
Bowl.”

Matt Judon, linebacker, 

Baltimore: After notching 54 
tackles, 9 ½ sacks and four 
forced fumbles, Judon will be 
one of  the top pass-rushers on 
the market.

“It’s a process that you can’t 
stress over,” said Judon, who 
has 28 ½ sacks in four seasons. 
“I don’t think there’s going to 
be no negatives really out of  
this situation. Everything’s 
going to be a positive, and how-
ever it plays out, it will. And I 
think I’m going to be happy on 
the other side.”

Andrus Peat, guard, New 
Orleans: He played under the 
fi fth-year option in 2019 and 
was a Pro Bowl substitute for 
the second consecutive season. 
But he’s yet to play a full 
season, missing 15 games over 
fi ve years.

Matthew Slater, special teams 
ace, New England: The 34-year-
old Slater made his eighth Pro 
Bowl this season and hopes 
to fi nish his career with the 
Patriots. He’s spent all 12 
seasons with New England.

“I’ve expressed publicly and 
privately to remain a Patriot for 
the entirety of  my career and 
certainly I still feel that way,” 
Slater said. “We’ll see how it 
goes.”

Ryan Tannehill, quarterback, 
Tennessee: Replaced Marcus 
Mariota in October and helped 
the Titans make the AFC 
title game. He fi nished with 22 
touchdown passes and six in-
terceptions in 12 regular-season 
games. He added fi ve TD passes 
and one pick in three postsea-
son starts. Tennessee could use 
the franchise and transition 

tags to retain Tannehill and 
Henry.

“I’d like to be back,” 
Tannehill said. “I love the 
organization and the team, but 
at the same time we’ve got to 
come to an agreement.”

Marshal Yanda, guard, 
Baltimore: He’s not a free 
agent, but he’s considering 
retirement after 13 years with 
the Ravens. He has one year 
remaining on his contract, 

which would pay him $7 million 
in 2020.

“I’m still processing and 
doing all that stuff ,” Yanda said. 
“I’m enjoying the time out here 
with my family and we’ll see 
what happens.”

The Pro Bowl itself  also is a 
free agent. The NFL kept the 
all-star event in Orlando for a 
fourth year, but there has been 
speculation that a new host city 
could be on the horizon.

Las Vegas’ Allegiant Stadium 
and Los Angeles’ SoFi Stadium 
open this year. Both multi-bil-
lion-dollar venues should be 
able to handle the Pro Bowl’s 
week-long needs.

“Vegas? Wooooooo-weeee,” 
Ravens safety Earl Thomas 
said. “It would defi nitely work 
in Vegas. That would be great. 
That would a great incentive.”

Pro Bowl packed with pending free agents like Brees, Henry
A number of really 

good players are 

about to get paid

New Orleans quarterback Drew Brees throws a pass during practice Wednesday in Kissimmee.

AP PHOTOS

NFC linebacker Shaquil Barrett, of the Buccaneers, right, shakes hands with quarterback Russell Wilson, of Seattle after a 
practice for the Pro Bowl game Thursday in Kissimmee.
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NFL

By STEVEN WINE
AP SPORTS WRITER

MIAMI (AP) — It’s appro-
priate the Super Bowl to end 
droughts is Miami-bound.

The Kansas City Chiefs are 
playing in the game for the 
first time in 50 years against 
the San Francisco 49ers, who 
have a chance to win their first 
NFL title in 25 years. And the 
game is returning in Miami for 
the first time in a decade, lured 
back after a stadium renovation 
costing more than $550 million.

The Who wouldn’t recognize 
the stadium. They performed at 
halftime the last time the Super 
Bowl took place in Miami, in 
2010.

Now the game is back for 
the 11th time, the most of  any 
city, as the NFL concludes its 
centennial season on Feb. 2.

“We’re thrilled to be back in 
Miami,” said Peter O’Reilly, 
NFL executive vice president of  
league events and club business 
development. “It feels like the 
right way to finish this 100th 
season, because we’ve had so 
many great games here.”

Miami is where Vince 
Lombardi won his final NFL 
title in the second Super 
Bowl, and where Joe Namath 
delivered on his guarantee, 
and where Peyton Manning 
and Drew Brees won their first 
championship rings.

But the Dolphins’ stadium, 
which opened in 1987, needed a 
significant makeover to remain 
part of  the Super Bowl rotation. 
Team owner Stephen Ross, who 
also owns the stadium, spent 
his own money on the multi-
year renovation.

“The Super Bowl would not 
be here had it not been for 
massive private investment by 
the Dolphins,” said Rolando 
Aedo, an executive with the 
Greater Miami Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

Ten years between Super 
Bowls matched the longest such 
stretch for Miami.

“It was painful,” said 
Rodney Barreto, chairman of  
the Miami Super Bowl Host 
Committee. “But all credit to 
Stephen Ross, who wrote the 
big check to modernize the 
stadium.”

Upgrades included new seats, 
suites, concessions, bathrooms, 
pedestrian bridges and tunnels, 
and a canopy to protect specta-
tors from sun and rain.

New trees and plazas trans-
formed the grounds into much 
more than a parking lot, and 
the complex is now the home 
of  the Miami Open tennis 
tournament. The stadium in 
the suburb of  Miami Gardens 
also plays host to the college 
football championship, Miami 
Hurricanes games, internation-
al soccer matches and concerts.

“It’s maybe the only place 
in world where you can see 
Patrick Mahomes, Serena 
Williams, Lionel Messi and 
Jay-Z all in the same venue,” 
said Tom Garfinkel, the 
Dolphins’ president and CEO.

While the stadium looks 
much different from 10 years 
ago, when Brees and the Saints 
beat Manning and the Colts in 
the title game, the Super Bowl 
has changed, too.

Opening night will be 
Monday at Marlins Park, Super 
Bowl LIVE is a free fan event 
in downtown Miami’s Bayfront 
Park and a three-night music 
festival is planned at the Heat’s 
arena. Those events didn’t exist 
a decade ago.

In addition, the Super Bowl 
Experience will turn the Miami 
Beach Convention Center into 
an amusement park.

“There are so many things 
to do even if  you’re not in the 
stadium on game day,” O’Reilly 
said. “The week has evolved 
a lot since 2010. It has really 
become a nine-day celebration 
leading up to the game.”

Miami has changed, too. The 
weather may be hotter and 
the traffic worse than 10 years 
ago, but there has also been a 

revival of  downtown and sur-
rounding neighborhoods. There 
are new museums and condo 
towers, and huge construction 
cranes dot the handsome 
skyline.

“We urbanized our down-
town,” Barretto said. “Ten 
years ago you wouldn’t see 
people out after 8 at night. Now 
at 11 at night, you see them 
walking their dogs.

“These neighborhoods that 
were in their infancy 10 years 
ago now have nightlife. And 
Miami Beach is still Miami 
Beach. We’re excited about 
people coming to see all the 
new things.”

Word will spread — the NFL 

has accredited more than 6,000 
media from about 25 countries.

For Miami, Aedo said, the 
benefits of  such attention are 
incalculable.

“There’s always lot of  discus-
sion about economic impact, 
but the amount of  coverage 
around the globe is priceless,” 
he said. “And Miami, more 
than any other U.S. city, is 
global.”

Miami is also a playground 
for the wealthy, who will bring 
their private jets to town and 
make up much of  the crowd on 
Super Sunday.

“It’s corporate America; it’s 
not Joe Football Fan,” Barreto 
said. “There will be hardcore 

football fans there, but this 
will be major corporations 
entertaining their top partners 
and salespeople. Its like an open 
checkbook, the money being 
spent.”

Everyone involved in hosting 
next week’s game agrees 
that 10 years without a Super 
Bowl is too long. Garfinkel 
laughed when asked about 
Miami’s chances of  landing the 
February 2025 game, the next 
one to be awarded by the NFL.

“We’ll definitely put our 
name in the hat when the time 
comes,” Garfinkel said. “We 
want to put on a good show 
first.”

Super Bowl back in Miami after 10-year hiatus

AP PHOTO

Preparations are underway Thursday at Hard Rock Stadium ahead of Super Bowl LIV in Miami 
Gardens.

By DAVE SKRETTA
AP SPORTS WRITER

HESSTON, Kan. — The 
old downtown strip, 
like so many in small 
towns across America, is 
quiet on a brisk January 
morning, just a few 
cars parked at one end 
in front of  The Citizens 
State Bank and a few 
more in front of  the 
pharmacy at the other.

Around the corner is 
an old Texaco station, 
the pumps long removed 
and the windows covered 
up. Nearby, the sign 
for Weaver’s Grocers 
— “Your local home-
town grocers!” — is all 
that remains from the 
once-bustling store. Most 
businesses have moved 
east toward the main 
highway, which takes 
traffic between the cities 
of  Salina and Wichita.

The predominantly 
Mennonite town of  about 
3,700 in south-central 
Kansas is hardly the kind 
of  place one would expect 
to produce a trailblazing 
NFL coach, one that has 
helped the San Francisco 
49ers return to the Super 
Bowl.

Then again, Katie 
Sowers had been defying 
expectations all her life.

When the Niners face 
the Kansas City Chiefs 
next weekend, she will 
become the first female 
assistant and first openly 
gay coach to take the 
sideline in the sport’s big-
gest game. Her story has 
spread like a prairie fire 
thanks in large part to 
a Microsoft commercial 
featuring Sowers that ran 
repeatedly during last 
weekend’s conference 
championship games, 
and she will no doubt 
be a popular interview 
subject when reporters 
descend on Miami early 
next week.

It’s all a little hard to 
believe for her family and 

friends, those who grew 
up playing tackle football 
with her in the backyard, 
or coached her in high 
school basketball, or took 
classes with her at tiny 
Hesston College.

“People ask me what 
we did for fun,” recalls 
her twin sister, Liz, “and 
I don’t honestly have 
an answer. We drove to 
Wichita? But we always 
had each other. We were 
never really looking for 
things to do. We always 
had a best friend. But 
being in a small conser-
vative town was different, 
especially being gay. But 
we were lucky to be in 
the most open-minded 
family in town. I love 
everybody knowing 
everybody, even with all 
the small-town gossip.”

The Sowers kids 
eventually shelved their 
football ambitions, 
though, never thinking at 
the time that they could 
continue playing with the 
boys in high school. 

The Sowers kids never 
could shake the football 
bug, though.

One of  Katie’s part-
time jobs was coaching 
a youth basketball team, 
and one her players hap-
pened to be the daughter 
of  former Chiefs general 
manager Scott Pioli. He 

soon became a father 
figure to her, and when 
Pioli was fired by the 
Chiefs and hired as the 
assistant GM in Atlanta, 
he helped Katie catch on 
through the Bill Walsh 
Diversity Coaching 
Fellowship. There, she 
made such an impression 
on then-Falcons offen-
sive coordinator Kyle 
Shanahan that he asked 
her to follow him to San 
Francisco when he was 
hired to coach the Niners.

“I was asked once if  it 
was a dream of  mine to 
be in the NFL or be in a 
Super Bowl,” Liz says, 
“and looking back it was 
like, no, it never crossed 
my mind. And it’s crazy 
for me to think as much 
as I loved playing and it 
was our favorite sport, I 
never thought that was 
an option to somehow 
be in a Super Bowl. And 
it pushes me to contin-
ue doing and playing 
football.

“When Katie is walking 
down the sideline,” Liz 
adds with pride, “she’ll 
have parents shouting 
that their daughter wants 
to coach in the NFL, or 
play in the NFL, and that 
dream is real now for 
people, for young girls.”

Meanwhile, back in 
Hesston, a few thousand 
people who usually spend 
their Sundays cheering 
for the Chiefs will have 
to decide where their 
allegiances lie. Do they 
root for the local fran-
chise, making its first trip 
to the Super Bowl in 50 
years, or do they root for 
the hometown kid who 
has proved that women 
have a place in profes-
sional football?

“I’ll be cheering for the 
same team Joe Montana 
said he’s cheering for,” 
Torgerson says with a 
smile. “The red team.”

Trailblazing 49ers assistant 
has roots in Chiefs Kingdom

AP PHOTO

San Francisco offensive 
assistant Katie Sowers 
watches as players 
practice at the team’s 
training facility Thursday 
in Santa Clara, California.
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By HOWARD FENDRICH
AP TENNIS WRITER

MELBOURNE, Australia — 
Nick Kyrgios put aside a bloody 
hand, a hamstring issue, a tiff 
with the chair umpire and a 
resilient opponent who saved a 
pair of  match points.

When the Australian Open 
third-round thriller ended after 
about 4 1/2 hours Saturday, 
Kyrgios dropped to his back 
behind the baseline. Guess 
what’s next for the home-crowd 
favorite? A much-anticipated 
matchup with a familiar, but 
decidedly not friendly, foe: No. 1 
Rafael Nadal.

Kyrgios eventually got past 
No. 16 Karen Khachanov 6-2, 
7-6 (5), 6-7 (6), 6-7 (7), 7-6 (8) with 
the help of  33 aces and what 
sounded like an entire country 
of  supporters in the stands.

“This is just epic, man,” 
Kyrgios said. “Like, I don’t even 
know what’s going on.”

Kyrgios initially was a point 
from winning at 6-5 in the third-
set tiebreaker, then again an 
hour later at 8-7 in the fourth-
set tiebreaker, but he needed 
yet another hour to pull out 
the victory when Khachanov 
pushed a backhand wide.

“I was losing it mentally, a lit-
tle bit,” Kyrgios said. “I thought 
I was going to lose, honestly.”

Along the way, he hit a dive-
and-roll backhand, scraped his 
knuckles and, after wiping the 
blood, was warned for a time 
violation. That set off Kyrgios, 
who explained why play was 
delayed and said to the chair 
umpire, “Are you stupid? Well, 
take it back then.”

There are sure to be more 
fireworks Monday during the 
eighth edition of  Nadal vs. 
Kyrgios. Even so, Kyrgios tried 
to downplay the animosity 
Saturday, saying: “Whatever 
happens between us, he’s an 
amazing player. Arguably, he’s 
the greatest of  all-time.”

So far, Nadal holds a 4-3 
head-to-head edge, including 
a contentious win in their last 
meeting, at Wimbledon last 
July.

Nadal was not thrilled that 
Kyrgios hit a ball right at him 
in that match. Kyrgios took a 
different sort of  shot at Nadal 
from afar the other day in 
Melbourne, mimicking the 
33-year-old Spaniard’s series 
of  mannerisms before he hits a 
serve.

“It’s clear, of  course, that 
when he does stuff that in my 
opinion is not good, I don’t 
like (it). When he plays good 
tennis and he shows passion 
for this game, he is a positive 

player for our tour, and I want 
my tour bigger, not smaller. So 
the players who make the tour 
bigger are important for the 
tour,” Nadal said. “When he’s 
ready to play his best tennis 
and play with passion, (he) is 
one of  these guys. When he’s 
doing the other stuff, of  course 
I don’t like (it).”

Here’s what Nadal loved 
Saturday: The way he stepped 
things up during a 6-1, 6-2, 6-4 
victory over 27th-seeded Pablo 
Carreno Busta that required 
fewer than 100 minutes.

“I needed to improve,” Nadal 
said, “and I improved.”

His down-the-line lefty 
forehand was perfectly on-tar-
get and “impossible to read,” 
Carreno Busta explained.

“Starting,” Nadal said, “to 
create damage.”

He won 52 of  62 points on his 
serve.

He never offered his oppo-
nent a break chance.

He finished with a total of  

merely seven unforced errors 
among the match’s 125 total 
points — and six times as many 
winners at 42.

“My best match of  the 
tournament so far, without 
a doubt,” Nadal said. “Big 
difference between today and 
the previous days.”

Against “this Rafa,” Carreno 
Busta said, “you feel a little 
powerless.”

“When he plays that com-
fortably,” Carreno Busta said, 
“there’s nothing you can do.”

And to think: Nadal did this 
after staying up late enough to 
watch on TV as the man he’s 
chasing in the Grand Slam 
count, Roger Federer, was 
pushed to a fifth-set tiebreaker 
before getting through to the 
fourth round at nearly 1 a.m.

That was part of  a chaotic 
Day 5 — including losses by 
Serena Williams and reigning 
champion Naomi Osaka, who 
was ousted by 15-year-old 
sensation Coco Gauff — and the 

trend continued on Day 6 on the 
women’s side.

No. 2 Karolina Pliskova, 
No. 5 Elina Svitolina and No. 
6 Belinda Bencic all lost in 
straight sets, meaning nine of  
the top 13 seeds already are 
gone.

Pliskova, the 2016 U.S. Open 
runner-up, lost 7-6 (4), 7-6 
(3) to 30th-seeded Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova. Svitolina, 
a semifinalist at the past two 
majors, was beaten 6-1, 6-2 by 
two-time Slam champ Garbiñe 
Muguruza. Bencic, a semifinal-
ist at Flushing Meadows last 
September, offered even less 
pushback while being defeat-
ed 6-0, 6-1 in 49 minutes by 
28th-seeded Anett Kontaveit.

Kontaveit now meets 18-year-
old Iga Swiatek, who is ranked 
59th and eliminated No. 19 seed 
Donna Vekic 7-5, 6-3.

“At this level, everything 
can happen,” two-time major 
champion Simona Halep said 
about all of  the surprises, “so 
that’s why sometimes I’m a 
little bit stressed.”

Halep, who is seeded fourth, 
stuck around by beating Yulia 
Putintseva 6-1, 6-4, and next 
plays No. 16 Elise Mertens, who 
ended the Grand Slam return 
of  20-year-old American CiCi 
Bellis 6-1, 6-7 (5), 6-0.

Other men’s fourth-round 
matchups on the top half  of  
the draw will be No. 5 Dominic 
Thiem against No. 10 Gael 
Monfils, No 7 Alexander Zverev 
against No. 17 Andrey Rublev, 
and three-time major champion 
Stan Wawrinka against No. 4 
Daniil Medvedev.

Bloodied but unbowed, Kyrgios sets Nadal clash

AP PHOTO

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios lies on the court as he celebrates Saturday after defeating Russia’s Karen 
Khachanov in their third round singles match at the Australian Open in Melbourne, Australia.

TENNISS

GOLF

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP GOLF WRITER

SAN DIEGO — Jon 
Rahm chipped in for bird-
ie and holed out from 111 
yards for eagle to start 
his round Saturday, and 
he scrambled superbly 
along the back nine for 
a 7-under 65 at Torrey 
Pines and a one-shot lead 
over Ryan Palmer in the 
Farmers Insurance Open.

Rahm won his first 
PGA Tour title three 
years ago at Torrey Pines 
when he made a pair of  
eagles over the last six 
holes for a 66 to rally 
from a three-shot deficit. 
This time, he tries his 
hand with the lead.

Palmer traded birdies 
and bogeys most of  the 
day until his 10-foot bird-
ie on the 17th gave him a 
1-under 71 and his second 
chance to win in as many 
starts this year.

Joining them in the 
last group was Rory 
McIlroy, who can return 
to No. 1 in the world with 
a victory. McIlroy hit a 
5-iron from the bunker to 
6 feet on the tough par-4 
12th hole and two-putted 
for birdie on the 18th for 
a 67 that left him among 
those within three shots 
of  the lead.

Tiger Woods still had 
fleeting hope of  picking 
up his record 83rd victo-
ry, mainly because of  a 
par. Woods got within two 
of  the lead at the turn 
and didn’t make another 
birdie in his round of  69. 

He had to make a 15-foot 
par on his final hole.

Rahm was at 12-under 
204 as he goes for his 
fourth PGA Tour victory, 
and 11th worldwide.

Woods was among 16 
players within five shots 
of  the lead, and Rahm 
knows from experience 
how momentum can 
change at Torrey Pines. 
He said having won here 
in 2017 will mean nothing 
to him Sunday.

“The only thing it’s 
going to do is keep me 
focused, no matter how 
good I’m playing, know-
ing that somebody can 
come and do the same 
thing,” Rahm said.

The third round started 
two hours late because of  
heavy fog, and even when 
the sun broke through, 
there wasn’t much clarity 
on the leaderboard with 
so many in contention.

McIlroy is playing for 
the first time since late 
November and didn’t ap-
pear to pick up too much 
rust during his break.

“Even if  you’re not 
making that many birdies 
but if  you keep giving 
yourself  chances, it’s 
one of  these golf  courses 
that you feel like you’re 
playing really well, you 
might be a couple under,” 
McIlroy said. That’s OK. 
No one else is going that 
low. Keep doing the same 
thing tomorrow and 
should be right there.”

Sung Kang (67) and 
PGA Tour rookie Harry 
Higgs (69) joined McIlroy 

at 9-under 207, while the 
group at 8 under included 
Brandt Snedeker, who 
birdied his last two holes 
to salvage a 72. 

One day after Woods 
opened with a four-putt 
double bogey, he rolled 
in a 15-foot birdie putt 
and was on his way. He 
finished his front nine 
with a sand wedge he 
spun back to 3 feet for 
his fourth birdie, closing 
within two of  the lead. 
And then he drilled his 
driver down the 10th 
fairway. That turned out 
to be the last highlight.

Woods hit a pedestrian 
wedge to about 25 feet, 
and he didn’t have a 
birdie chance inside 20 
feet the rest of  the round. 
That included both par 
5s, and the only putt he 
made was a 15-footer for 
par on the 18th after hit-
ting wedge over the back 
and into a bunker. Still, it 
kept him from dropping 
a shot and falling further 
behind.

“Just never got 
anything going coming 
home,” he said. “It was 
important to make that 
putt on 18.”

Rahm takes the lead at 
Torrey Pines; McIlroy lurking

AP PHOTO

Jon Rahm hits his tee shot on the second hole of the South Course at Torrey 
Pines Golf Course during the second round of the Farmers Insurance  
tournament Friday in San Diego.

Sagstrom takes 
2-stroke lead in 
LPGA event
BOCA RATON — 

Madelene Sagstrom 

shot a 5-under 67 

on Saturday in the 

Gainbridge LPGA at 

Boca Rio to take a 

two-stroke lead into the 

final round.

Seeking her first LPGA 

Tour victory, Sagstrom 

birdied four of the first 

eight holes and also 

birdied the par-4 15th 

in a bogey-free round. 

The 27-year-old Swede 

hit all 18 greens in 

regulation.

Sagstrom had a 

15-under 201 total.

15 gal Pygmy Date 
Palms $59.99

We Deliver. 
You Ring, 
We Bring!

Stone Starting 
@ $49.99/yd

We sell & Install:
• Curbing      
• Plants         
• Pavers

No Subcontractors | FREE ESTIMATES

ustomized
urbing & Discount Rocks

941-623-6192
We've MOVED

7501 Sawyer Circle | Port Charlotte

We Install

• Decorative Stone             

• Full Landscaping
• Professional Landscape 
Renovations

  *paver installation not available in Charlotte County  
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ANYONE WHO LOVES ELTON JOHN AND 
HIS MUSIC WILL LOVE THIS SHOW!

This show conforms to the model of a real Elton John 
concert, including replica costumes, 

state-of-the-art lighting, and a world-class show. 
Featuring Charlie Morgan on drums who toured 

and recorded with Elton John for 13 years. 

Additional fees may apply to advertised price. 
All sales final. Call for special needs seating.

CHARLOTTE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
701 CARMALITA ST. • PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE OR BY PHONE

SUNEVENTS.COM
863-494-9362

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2020 • 7:00 PM 

A TRIBUTE TO

SI R ELTON J OH N
A TOKYO JOE PRODUCTION

VENICE COMMUNITY CENTER 
326 NOKOMIS AVE S. • VENICE, FL 34285

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2020 • 7:00 PM 

D O N ’ T  M I S S  T H I S  S H O W !
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PRO FOOTBALL

NFL PLAYOFFS
All times Eastern
WILD-CARD ROUND
Jan. 4
Houston 22, Buffalo 19, OT
Tennessee 20, New England 13
Jan. 5
Minnesota 26, New Orleans 20, OT
Seattle 17, Philadelphia 9

DIVISIONAL ROUND
Jan. 11
San Francisco 27, Minnesota 10
Tennessee 28, Baltimore 12
Jan. 12
Kansas City 51, Houston 31
Green Bay 28, Seattle 23

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Jan. 19
AFC
Kansas City 35, Tennessee 24
NFC
San Francisco 37, Green Bay 20 

PRO BOWL
Today’s Game at Orlando, Fla.
AFC vs. NFC, 3 p.m. (ESPN)

SUPER BOWL
Sunday, Feb. 2 at Miami Gardens, Fla.
Kansas City vs. San Francisco, 6:30 p.m. 
(Fox)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

BOWL SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
Saturday’s Game
Senior Bowl, at Mobile, Ala.
North 34, South 17

Today’s Game
Hula Bowl, at Honolulu
East vs, West, 10:30 p.m.

ODDS

PREGAME.COM LINE
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
Today
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG
At Denver Off Off Houston
Toronto 2½ 223 At San Ant.
At New Orleans Off Off Boston
At Memphis 2½ 236 Phoenix
At Orlando Off Off LA Clippers
At New York 1½ 222½ Brooklyn
At Atlanta 1½ 240½ Washington
At Portland Off Off Indiana

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Today
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG
Virginia 5½ At Wake Forest
At UConn 5½ Tulsa
At Indiana 2 Maryland
At Iona 1½ Monmouth
At St. Peter’s 6½ Niagara
At Manhattan 1 Rider
At Siena 5 Quinnipiac
At Fairfield 1½ Canisius
At Houston 13 South Florida
Michigan State 4 At Minnesota
At Saint Louis 14½ Fordham
At Creighton 4½ Xavier
At N. Iowa 5½ Loyola of Chicago
At Drake 3½ Missouri State
San Diego State 7 At UNLV
At Valparaiso Off Evansville
At Oregon 13½ UCLA
Stanford 7 At California
Ohio State 6½ At Northwestern

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Monday
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
Washington -133 At Montreal +123
At Ottawa -130 New Jersey +120
At Nashville -125 Toronto +115
Tampa Bay -134 At Dallas +124
At Vancouver -110 St. Louis +100
At San Jose -145 Anaheim +135

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYOFFS
Super Bowl LIV (54)
Feb. 2
FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG
Kansas City 1 1 54 San Francisco
Updated odds available at Pregame.com

TRANSACTIONS

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
DALLAS MAVERICKS — Acquired C Willie 
Cauley-Stein from Golden State for a 2020 
second-round draft pick. Waived C Justin 
Patton.
NBA G League
WESTCHESTER KNICKS — Named Beno 
Udrih assistant coach.

HOCKEY
ECHL
ECHL — Suspended Wichita’s Sean Allen 
one game and fined him an undisclosed 
amount for his actions in a Jan. 24 game at 
Rapid City.

PRO BASKETBALL

NBA
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION W L PCT GB
Toronto 31 14 .689 —
Boston 30 14 .682 ½
Philadelphia 29 17 .630 2½
Brooklyn 19 25 .432 11½
New York 12 34 .261 19½
SOUTHEAST DIVISION W L PCT GB
Miami 31 13 .705 —
Orlando 21 25 .457 11
Washington 15 29 .341 16
Charlotte 15 31 .326 17
Atlanta 11 35 .239 21
CENTRAL DIVISION W L PCT GB
Milwaukee 40 6 .870 —
Indiana 30 16 .652 10
Chicago 17 30 .362 23½
Detroit 17 30 .362 23½
Cleveland 12 33 .267 27½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST DIVISION W L PCT GB
Houston 28 16 .636 —
Dallas 28 17 .622 ½
Memphis 21 24 .467 7½
San Antonio 20 24 .455 8
New Orleans 17 29 .370 12
NORTHWEST DIVISION W L PCT GB
Utah 32 13 .711 —
Denver 31 14 .689 1
Oklahoma City 27 19 .587 5½
Portland 19 27 .413 13½
Minnesota 15 30 .333 17
PACIFIC DIVISION W L PCT GB
Utah 31 13 .705 —
Denver 31 14 .689 ½
Oklahoma City 27 19 .587 5
Portland 19 27 .413 13
Minnesota 15 30 .333 16½

Friday’s Games
Milwaukee 116, Charlotte 103 (at Paris)
Boston 109, Orlando 98
Memphis 125, Detroit 112
Toronto 118, New York 112
Oklahoma City 140, Atlanta 111
Denver 113, New Orleans 106
Houston 131, Minnesota 124
L.A. Clippers 122, Miami 117
Sacramento 98, Chicago 81
Phoenix 103, San Antonio 99
Indiana 129, Golden State 118
Saturday’s Games
Utah 112, Dallas 107
Brooklyn 121, Detroit 111, OT
Chicago at Cleveland, late
Oklahoma City at Minnesota, late
L.A. Lakers at Philadelphia, late

Today’s Games
Houston at Denver, 3:30 p.m.
Toronto at San Antonio, 4 p.m.
Boston at New Orleans, 6 p.m.
Brooklyn at New York, 6 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Orlando, 6 p.m.
Phoenix at Memphis, 6 p.m.
Washington at Atlanta, 6 p.m.
Indiana at Portland, 9 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Cleveland at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Houston at Utah, 9 p.m.

JAZZ 112, MAVERICKS 107
DALLAS (107)
Finney-Smith 4-9 0-2 9, Hardaway Jr. 4-10 
1-1 11, Porzingis 6-14 0-0 15, Curry 6-9 3-3 
19, Doncic 11-25 1-5 25, Jackson 2-7 0-0 
5, Kleber 3-9 0-0 8, Marjanovic 1-2 0-0 2, 
Brunson 1-4 0-0 2, Wright 4-8 2-2 11. Totals 
42-97 7-13 107.
UTAH (112)
Bogdanovic 6-16 7-7 23, O’Neale 5-9 0-0 12, 
Gobert 8-8 6-9 22, Ingles 3-7 2-4 9, Mitchell 
9-25 2-2 25, Bradley 2-2 0-0 4, Niang 2-4 
0-0 6, Clarkson 2-11 0-0 5, Conley 3-9 0-0 6. 
Totals 40-91 17-22 112.
DALLAS 36 22 26 23 — 107
UTAH 25 30 25 32 — 112
3-Point Goals—Dallas 16-41 (Curry 4-5, 
Porzingis 3-8, Hardaway Jr. 2-3, Kleber 
2-8, Doncic 2-10, Jackson 1-2, Wright 1-2, 
Finney-Smith 1-3), Utah 15-43 (Mitchell 
5-11, Bogdanovic 4-10, Niang 2-4, O’Neale 
2-6, Ingles 1-4, Clarkson 1-6, Conley 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 44 
(Finney-Smith 10), Utah 54 (Gobert 17). 
Assists—Dallas 19 (Doncic 7), Utah 22 
(Clarkson, Ingles, Mitchell 5). Total Fouls—
Dallas 24, Utah 21. A—18,306 (18,306).

NETS 121, PISTONS 111
BROOKLYN (121)
Harris 6-12 0-0 16, Prince 2-7 0-0 6, Allen 
8-13 4-6 20, Irving 15-30 10-10 45, Temple 
1-5 1-2 4, Chandler 3-7 0-0 7, Claxton 1-3 0-0 
2, Dinwiddie 3-8 4-4 10, LeVert 3-9 3-3 11. 
Totals 42-94 22-25 121.
DETROIT (111)
Doumbouya 0-5 0-0 0, Mykhailiuk 7-15 2-2 
19, Drummond 8-20 4-8 20, Brown 7-12 
0-0 17, Rose 10-22 5-5 27, King 2-4 0-1 4, 
Morris 2-5 0-0 6, Wood 4-9 1-2 10, Bone 0-2 
0-0 0, Galloway 3-10 0-0 8. Totals 43-104 
12-18 111.
BROOKLYN 26 24 30 26 15 — 121
DETROIT 25 35 17 29 5 — 111
3-Point Goals—Brooklyn 15-42 (Irving 
5-12, Harris 4-10, LeVert 2-4, Prince 2-6, 
Chandler 1-3, Temple 1-4, Dinwiddie 0-3), 
Detroit 13-35 (Brown 3-6, Mykhailiuk 3-8, 
Morris 2-3, Rose 2-4, Galloway 2-5, Wood 
1-4, Doumbouya 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Brooklyn 55 (Allen 15), Detroit 
52 (Drummond 21). Assists—Brooklyn 19 
(Irving 7), Detroit 20 (Rose 6). Total Fouls—
Brooklyn 17, Detroit 25. A—15,890 (20,491).

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

MEN’S BASKETBALL
THE AP TOP 25
RESULTS / SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
Friday’s Game
No. 13 Butler 89, Marquette 85, OT
Saturday’s Games
No. 1 Baylor 72, Florida 61
No. 2 Gonzaga vs. Pacific, late
No. 3 Kansas 74, Tennessee 68
No. 5 Florida State 85, Notre Dame 84
No. 6 Louisville 80, Clemson 62
No. 7 Dayton 87, Richmond 79
No. 9 Villanova 64, Providence 60
No. 14 West Virginia 74, Missouri 51
No. 15 Kentucky 76, No. 18 Texas Tech 74, OT
No. 16 Auburn 80, Iowa State 76
SMU 74, No. 20 Memphis 70 
No. 21 Illinois 64, Michigan 62
No. 22 Arizona at Arizona State, late
No. 23 Colorado vs. Washington, late
No. 24 Rutgers 75, Nebraska, 72
Today’s Games
No. 4 San Diego State at UNLV, 4 p.m.
No. 11 Michigan State at Minnesota, 3 p.m.
No. 12 Oregon vs. UCLA, 5 p.m.
No. 17 Maryland at Indiana, 1 p.m.
No. 25 Houston vs. South Florida, 2 p.m.

RESULTS
SATURDAY’S GAMES
EAST
Army 73, Navy 66
Boston College 61, Virginia Tech 56
Boston U. 79, Holy Cross 64
CCSU 86, Wagner 76
Colgate 79, American U. 69
Cornell 62, Columbia 50
Delaware 76, Northeastern 74
George Washington 85, Saint Joseph’s 69
Hartford 62, Albany (NY) 48
Hofstra 72, Drexel 59
Lafayette 74, Lehigh 56
Mount St. Mary’s 79, Bryant 76
New Hampshire 77, Binghamton 69
Penn 66, Temple 59
Rhode Island 81, St. Bonaventure 75
Robert Morris 71, LIU 66
Rutgers 75, Nebraska 72
Sacred Heart 77, Fairleigh Dickinson 60
St. Francis Brooklyn 86, St. Francis (Pa.) 79
Syracuse 69, Pittsburgh 61
UMBC 63, Maine 53
UMass 73, Duquesne 64
VCU 76, La Salle 65
Villanova 64, Providence 60
West Virginia 74, Missouri 51
Harvard at Dartmouth, late
Loyola (Md.) at Bucknell, late
Mass.-Lowell at Vermont, late
SOUTH
Appalachian St. 78, Coastal Carolina 58
Arkansas St. 78, Troy 62
Auburn 80, Iowa St. 76
Austin Peay 86, Belmont 78
Baylor 72, Florida 61
Charleston Southern 92, Gardner-Webb 83
Charlotte 75, FIU 49
Dayton 87, Richmond 79
ETSU 75, Chattanooga 64
Elon 82, James Madison 73
Florida A&M 87, Howard 83
Florida State 85, Notre Dame 84
Furman 78, The Citadel 54
Georgia St. 82, Georgia Southern 77
Georgia Tech 64, NC State 58
Jacksonville 83, Kennesaw St. 64
Jacksonville St. 72, Morehead St. 51
Lipscomb 85, North Florida 73
Louisiana Tech 72, UAB 58
Louisville 80, Clemson 62
McNeese St. 102, Houston Baptist 89
Mercer 69, VMI 66
Mississippi 70, Georgia 60
Morgan St. 50, Coppin St. 48
NC A&T 98, Bethune-Cookman 95
NC Central 72, Delaware St. 45
North Carolina 94, Miami 71
Radford 83, Hampton 79
SC-Upstate 80, UNC-Asheville 63
SE Louisiana 84, Northwestern St. 81
SMU 74, Memphis 70
Stetson 48, Liberty 43
Towson 70, William & Mary 58
UNC-Greensboro 70, Samford 63
UNC-Wilmington 72, Coll. of Charleston 70
Winthrop 72, Presbyterian 57
UALR at South Alabama, late
George Mason at Davidson, late
Kansas St. at Alabama, late
Southern Miss. at Middle Tennessee, late
Tulane at East Carolina, late
Alabama A&M at Alcorn St., late
Alabama St. at Southern U., late
Grambling St. at Jackson St., late
SC State at Norfolk St., late
FAU at Old Dominion, late
Longwood at High Point, late
NJIT at Florida Gulf Coast, late
Nicholls at New Orleans, late
Wofford at W. Carolina, late
Marshall at W. Kentucky, late
Louisiana-Monroe at Louisiana-Lafayette, 
late
Tennessee St. at Murray St., late

Vanderbilt at South Carolina, late
E. Kentucky at Tennessee Tech, late
MIDWEST
Akron 88, Ohio 86
Cent. Michigan 71, Ball St. 66
Cleveland St. 70, Milwaukee 53
Detroit 70, Ill.-Chicago 69
E. Illinois 61, SE Missouri 59
IUPUI 89, Oakland 85
Illinois 64, Michigan 62
Indiana St. 61, Bradley 53
Kansas 74, Tennessee 68
Miami (Ohio) 73, E. Michigan 68
N. Dakota St. 82, Denver 70
N. Illinois 58, W. Michigan 52
S. Illinois 58, Illinois St. 55
South Dakota 91, Oral Roberts 80
St. John’s 79, DePaul 66
UT Martin 79, SIU-Edwardsville 76
Youngstown St. 98, Green Bay 94
Bowling Green at Toledo, late
Fort Wayne at Nebraska-Omaha, late
New Mexico St. at Rio Grande, late
UCF at Wichita St., late
W. Illinois at North Dakota, late
SOUTHWEST
Abilene Christian 70, Cent. Arkansas 69
Arkansas 78, TCU 67
Kentucky 76, Texas Tech 74, OT
LSU 69, Texas 67
North Texas 67, UTEP 57
Oklahoma 63, Mississippi St. 62
Oklahoma St. 73, Texas A&M 62
Stephen F. Austin 70, Lamar 62
Texas A&M-CC 68, Incarnate Word 47
Texas-Arlington 64, Texas State 62
Ark.-Pine Bluff at Prairie View, late
UTSA at Rice, late
MVSU at Texas Southern, late
FAR WEST
E. Washington 81, S. Utah 78
N. Colorado 74, Idaho 53
San Francisco 83, BYU 82
San Jose St. 90, Air Force 81
Southern Cal 75, Oregon St. 55
Portland St. at N. Arizona, late
Santa Clara at San Diego, late
Washington St. at Utah, late
Boise St. at Fresno St., late
New Mexico at Nevada, late
Portland at Pepperdine, late
Utah Valley at Grand Canyon, late
Montana St. at Idaho St., late
Montana at Weber St., late
Saint Mary’s (Cal) at Loyola Marymount, 
late
Washington at Colorado, late
Arizona at Arizona St., late
Cal Poly at UC Irvine, late
Colorado St. at Utah St., late
Pacific at Gonzaga, late
Seattle at CS Bakersfield, late
UC Riverside at UC Santa Barbara, late
UMKC at California Baptist, late
CS Northridge at Cal St.-Fullerton, late

SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
TODAY’S GAMES
EAST
Rutgers-Camden at Princeton, Noon
Tulsa at UConn, Noon
Monmouth (NJ) at Iona, 1 p.m.
Canisius at Fairfield, 2 p.m.
Niagara at St. Peter’s, 2 p.m.
Quinnipiac at Siena, 2 p.m.
Rider at Manhattan, 2 p.m.
SOUTH
Virginia at Wake Forest, Noon
MIDWEST
Maryland at Indiana, 1 p.m.
Fordham at Saint Louis, 3 p.m.
Michigan St. at Minnesota, 3 p.m.
Loyola of Chicago at N. Iowa, 4 p.m.
Missouri St. at Drake, 4 p.m.
Xavier at Creighton, 4 p.m.
Evansville at Valparaiso, 5 p.m.
Ohio St. at Northwestern, 6:30 p.m.
SOUTHWEST
South Florida at Houston, 2 p.m.
FAR WEST
UC Davis at Hawaii, 12 a.m.
San Diego St. at UNLV, 4 p.m.
UCLA at Oregon, 5 p.m.
Stanford at California, 6 p.m.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
THE AP TOP 25
RESULTS / SCHEDULE
All times Eastern
Friday’s Games
No. 4 Oregon 76, No. 7 Oregon St. 64
No. 6 Stanford 76, Colorado 68, OT
No. 10 UCLA 85, Washington 80, OT
No. 11 DePaul 85, Villanova 69
No. 18 Arizona 59, No. 16 Arizona State 53
No. 24 South Dakota 79, Purdue Fort 
Wayne 25
Saturday’s Games
No. 2 Baylor 87, Texas Tech 79
No. 3 UConn 98, East Carolina 42
No. 13 Gonzaga 78, Loyola Marymount 52
Today’s Games
No. 1 South Carolina at Georgia, 3 p.m.
No. 4 Oregon at No. 7 Oregon State, 4 p.m.
No. 5 Louisville vs. Pittsburgh, 4 p.m.
No. 6 Stanford vs. Utah, 3 p.m.
No. 8 N.C. State vs. North Carolina, 6 p.m.
No. 9 Mississippi State vs. Mississippi, 5 
p.m.
No. 10 UCLA vs. Washington State, 3 p.m.
No. 11 DePaul vs. Georgetown, 3 p.m.
No. 14 Florida State vs. Miami, 2 p.m.
No. 15 Texas A&M vs. Missouri, 4 p.m.
No. 19 Iowa vs. Michigan State, 4 p.m.
No. 20 Maryland vs. No. 22 Northwestern, 
1 p.m.
No. 21 Arkansas vs. Florida, 3 p.m.
No. 23 Tennessee vs. LSU, 1 p.m.
No. 24 South Dakota vs. Oral Roberts, 2 p.m.
No. 25 West Virginia at TCU, 8:30 p.m.

TENNIS

ATP WORLD TOUR/WTA TOUR
AUSTRALIAN OPEN
Sunday at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, 
Australia;
Purse: AUD 71,000,000; Surface: Hardcourt 
outdoor; (seedings in parentheses):
Women’s Doubles
Third Round
Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, and 
Hsieh Su-wei (1), Taiwan, def. Darija Jurak, 
Croatia, and Nina Stojanovic, Serbia, 6-4, 
6-4.

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
Men’s Singles
Third Round
Gael Monfils (10), France, def. Ernests 
Gulbis, Latvia, 7-6 (2), 6-4, 6-3.
Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Pablo Carreno 
Busta (27), Spain, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4.
Dominic Thiem (5), Austria, def. Taylor Fritz 
(29), United States, 6-2, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-4.
Andrey Rublev (17), Russia, def. David 
Goffin (11), Belgium, 2-6, 7-6 (3), 6-4, 7-6 
(4).
Stan Wawrinka (15), Switzerland, def. John 
Isner (19), United States, 6-4, 4-1, ret.
Alexander Zverev (7), Germany, def. 
Fernando Verdasco, Spain, 6-2, 6-2, 6-4.
Daniil Medvedev (4), Russia, def. Alexei 
Popyrin, Australia, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2.
Nick Kyrgios (23), Australia, def. Karen 
Khachanov (16), Russia, 6-2, 7-6 (5), 6-7 (6), 
6-7 (7), 7-6 (8).

Women’s Singles
Third Round
Angelique Kerber (17), Germany, def. 
Camila Giorgi, Italy, 6-2, 6-7 (4), 6-3.
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (30), Russia, def. 
Karolina Pliskova (2), Czech Republic, 7-6 
(4), 7-6 (3).
Anett Kontaveit (28), Estonia, def. Belinda 
Bencic (6), Switzerland, 6-0, 6-1.
Iga Swiatek, Poland, def. Donna Vekic (19), 
Croatia, 7-5, 6-3.
Simona Halep (4), Romania, def. Yulia 
Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 6-1, 6-4.
Elise Mertens (16), Belgium, def. CiCi Bellis, 
United States, 6-1, 6-7 (5), 6-0.
Garbine Muguruza, Spain, def. Elina 
Svitolina (5), Ukraine, 6-1, 6-2.
Kiki Bertens (9), Netherlands, def. Zarina 
Diyas, Kazakhstan, 6-2, 7-6 (3).

Men’s Doubles
Second Round
James Duckworth and Marc Polmans, 
Australia, def. Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and 
Wesley Koolhof (5), Netherlands, 7-5, 6-3.
Mikhail Kukushkin and Alexander Bublik, 
Kazakhstan, def. Ji Sung Nam and Min-Kyu 
Song, South Korea, 6-7 (3), 6-4, 7-5.
Santiago Gonzalez, Mexico, and Ken 
Skupski, Britain, def. Lukasz Kubot, Poland, 
and Marcelo Melo (2), Brazil, 7-5, 7-6 (4).
Henri Kontinen, Finland, and Jan-Lennard 
Struff, Germany, def. Maximo Gonzalez, 
Argentina, and Fabrice Martin (15), France, 
4-6, 6-3, 6-2.
Rajeev Ram, United States, and Joe 
Salisbury (11), Britain, def. Tennys 
Sandgren and Jackson Withrow, United 
States, 6-3, 6-3.
Simone Bolelli, Italy, and Benoit Paire, 
France, def. Sander Gille and Joran Vliegen, 
Belgium, 7-6 (6), 4-6, 6-3.
Sam Querrey and Steve Johnson, United 
States, def. Jamie Murray and Neal Skupski 
(14), Britain, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (12).
Marcel Granollers, Spain, and Horacio 
Zeballos (6), Argentina, def. Pablo Cuevas, 
Uruguay, and Guido Pella, Argentina, 6-4, 
4-6, 7-5.

Women’s Doubles
Second Round
Hayley Carter, United States, and Luisa 
Stefani, Brazil, def. Han Xinyun and Zhu Lin, 
China, 6-2, 7-5.
Jennifer Brady and Caroline Dolehide, 
United States, def. Georgina Garcia Perez 
and Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-1, 3-6, 
6-3.
Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Nina Stojanovic, 
Serbia, def. Maddison Inglis and Kaylah 
Mcphee, Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-1.
Monica Niculescu, Romania, and Misaki 
Doi, Japan, def. Makoto Ninomiya and Nao 
Hibino, Japan, 6-2, 7-5.
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, and Ons Jabeur, 
Tunisia, def. Renata Voracova, Czech 
Republic, and Bernarda Pera, United States, 
6-2, 6-4.
Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova 
(4), Czech Republic, def. Kirsten Flipkens, 
Belgium, and Taylor Townsend, United 
States, 3-6, 6-1, 6-3.
Kristina Mladenovic, France, and Timea 
Babos (2), Hungary, def. Julia Goerges, 
Germany, and Ashleigh Barty, Australia, 
7-5, 6-4.
Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, and 
Hsieh Su-wei (1), Taiwan, def. Lauren 
Davis, United States, and Viktorija Golubic, 
Switzerland, 6-1, 7-5.
Caty McNally and Cori Gauff, United States, 
def. Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and 
Demi Schuurs (8), Netherlands, 6-3, 6-4.
Alison Riske, United States, and Veronika 
Kudermetova (13), Russia, def. Mandy 
Minella, Luxembourg, and Anett Kontaveit, 
Estonia, 6-4, 6-4.
Bethanie Mattek-Sands and Sofia Kenin 
(16), United States, def. Jessica Pegula 
and Desirae Krawczyk, United States, 6-0, 
7-6 (7).
Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Jelena 
Ostapenko (6), Latvia, def. Asia Muhammad 
and Sabrina Santamaria, United States, 
6-2, 6-4.

GOLF

PGA TOUR
FARMERS INSURANCE OPEN
Saturday’s leaders at San Diego: s-Torrey 
Pines GC (South -Host Course); 7,765 yards. 
n-Torrey Pines GC (North); 7,258 yards
Purse: $7.5 million. Par: 72 (each course)
THIRD ROUND
Jon Rahm 68n-71s-65s—204
Ryan Palmer 72s-62n-71s—205
Rory McIlroy 67n-73s-67s—207
Sung Kang 69n-71s-67s—207
Harry Higgs 70n-68s-69s—207
Cameron Champ 71n-68s-68s—207
Tyler McCumber 72n-68s-68s—208
Tony Finau 70s-70n-68s—208
Marc Leishman 68n-72s-68s—208
Patrick Reed 69n-69s-70s—208
Sebastian Cappelen 66s-71n-71s—208
Brandt Snedeker 69n-67s-72s—208
J.B. Holmes 68s-69n-71s—208
Tiger Woods 69n-71s-69s—209
Tom Hoge 71s-71n-67s—209
Mark Anderson 74s-66n-69s—209
Bubba Watson 67s-73n-69s—209
Jamie Lovemark 73n-68s-69s—210
Cameron Davis 76s-65n-69s—210
Zac Blair 72s-66n-72s—210
Jimmy Walker 71n-70s-70s—211
Joaquin Niemann 71n-70s-70s—211
Ben Taylor 71s-69n-71s—211
Brandon Wu 68n-72s-71s—211
Maverick McNealy 71s-71n-69s—211
Kevin Streelman 72s-71n-68s—211
Sungjae Im 67n-73s-71s—211
Patrick Rodgers 70s-69n-72s—211
Beau Hossler 72s-66n-73s—211
Keegan Bradley 66n-72s-73s—211
Max Homa 73s-68n-71s—212
Joseph Bramlett 71n-70s-71s—212
Joel Dahmen 67n-73s-72s—212
Jason Day 73s-67n-72s—212
Aaron Baddeley 71s-72n-69s—212
Jason Kokrak 69n-74s-69s—212
Will Gordon 75s-68n-69s—212
Cameron Tringale 68n-75s-69s—212
Jhonattan Vegas 69n-68s-75s—212
Russell Knox 69s-74n-69s—212
Zack Sucher 70s-73n-69s—212
Jason Dufner 70s-71n-72s—213
Matthew Wolff 76s-66n-71s—213
Jordan Spieth 70s-70n-73s—213
Lucas Glover 73n-67s-73s—213
Pat Perez 69n-74s-70s—213
Robby Shelton 71n-72s-70s—213
Collin Morikawa 70n-69s-74s—213
Matthew NeSmith 67n-70s-76s—213
Denny McCarthy 70n-71s-73s—214
Chris Baker 72s-68n-74s—214
Hideki Matsuyama 73s-67n-74s—214
Martin Laird 71s-71n-72s—214
Rhein Gibson 69n-73s-72s—214
Scott Stallings 71s-69n-74s—214
J.J. Spaun 73s-67n-74s—214
Stewart Cink 68n-71s-75s—214
Charley Hoffman 69n-74s-71s—214
John Huh 70n-73s-71s—214
Cameron Smith 70n-71s-74s—215
Cameron Percy 68s-73n-74s—215
Kevin Tway 67n-74s-74s—215
Bill Haas 72n-70s-73s—215
Talor Gooch 71n-72s-72s—215
Grayson Murray 70n-73s-72s—215
Xinjun Zhang 67n-76s-72s—215
Luke List 73s-70n-72s—215
Ryan Brehm 70n-72s-74s—216
Harris English 72s-70n-74s—216
Matt Jones 75s-68n-73s—216
Sam Burns 74s-69n-73s—216
Doc Redman 70n-73s-74s—217
Byeong Hun An 67n-74s-77s—218
Richy Werenski 72s-68n-78s—218
Trey Mullinax 77s-66n-75s—218
Dominic Bozzelli 68n-73s-78s—219
Dylan Frittelli 76s-66n-77s—219
Billy Horschel 68n-72s-80s—220
Chase Seiffert 71n-71s-78s—220

LPGA TOUR
GAINBRIDGE AT BOCA RIO
Saturday’s leaders ar Boca Rio Golf Club, 
Boca Raton, Fla.
Purse: $2 million. Yardage: 6,701; Par: 72
THIRD ROUND
Madelene Sagstrom 72-62-67—201
Nasa Hataoka 72-64-67—203
Danielle Kang 72-67-65—204
Sei Young Kim 68-69-67—204
Celine Boutier 71-67-67—205
Cydney Clanton 72-64-69—205
Moriya Jutanugarn 72-67-67—206
Xiyu Lin 69-72-67—208
Klara Spilkova 72-68-68—208
Brooke M. Henderson 72-68-68—208
Jessica Korda 66-73-69—208
Jennifer Song 72-64-72—208
Georgia Hall 70-71-68—209
Jaye Marie Green 73-66-70—209
Bronte Law 73-66-70—209
Lexi Thompson 73-68-69—210
Yui Kawamoto 68-73-69—210
Carlota Ciganda 69-66-75—210

Stephanie Meadow 71-72-68—211
Austin Ernst 71-70-70—211
Dana Finkelstein 70-71-70—211
Angela Stanford 70-70-71—211
Charley Hull 75-68-69—212
Cristie Kerr 72-71-69—212
Brittany Lincicome 75-67-70—212
Lindsey Weaver 69-71-72—212
Brittany Altomare 76-69-68—213
In Gee Chun 71-73-69—213
Mind Muangkhumsakul 75-68-70—213
Maria Fernanda Torres 74-68-71—213
Jodi Ewart Shadoff 71-71-71—213
Chella Choi 70-72-71—213
Linnea Strom 71-70-72—213
Stacy Lewis 71-70-72—213
Angel Yin 75-65-73—213
Yealimi Noh 74-71-69—214
Jennifer Kupcho 77-67-70—214
Kristen Gillman 74-70-70—214
Mariah Stackhouse 74-69-71—214
Mariajo Uribe 73-69-72—214
Pernilla Lindberg 73-68-73—214
Pajaree Anannarukarn 74-71-70—215
Haeji Kang 74-71-70—215
Caroline Masson 74-70-71—215
Yu Liu 73-71-71—215
Albane Valenzuela 75-68-72—215
Patty Tavatanakit 68-75-72—215
Nelly Korda 71-69-75—215
Alison Lee 76-69-71—216
Jing Yan 74-71-71—216
Marina Alex 75-69-72—216
Gerina Piller 75-69-72—216
Morgan Pressel 75-69-72—216
Mel Reid 71-73-72—216
Eun-Hee Ji 73-70-73—216
Sakura Yokomine 70-73-73—216
Jasmine Suwannapura 74-68-74—216
Lauren Stephenson 73-72-72—217
Lindy Duncan 72-71-74—217
Mi Hyang Lee 73-72-73—218
Anna Nordqvist 75-69-74—218
Jane Park 70-73-75—218
Megan Khang 72-72-75—219
Anne van Dam 73-71-76—220
Ryann O’Toole 72-72-76—220
Tiffany Chan 74-69-77—220
Jillian Hollis 70-73-77—220
Ariya Jutanugarn 71-73-77—221
Daniela Darquea 73-71-78—222
Hee Young Park 72-72-78—222
Ally McDonald 74-70-79—223

EUROPEAN TOUR
OMEGA DUBAI DESERT CLASSIC
Saturday’s leaders at Emirates Golf Club
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Purse: $3.25 million. Yardage: 7, 353; Par: 
72 (35-37)
THIRD ROUND
Eddie Pepperell, England 69-67—136
Dean Burmester, South Africa 69-68—137
Bryson DeChambeau, United States 70-67—137
Robert Karlsson, Sweden 69-68—137
Ashun Wu, China 69-69—138
Romain Langasque, France 69-69—138
Kurt Kitayama, United States 69-70—139
Sebastian Heisele, Germany 70-69—139
Christian Bezuidenhout, South Africa  
 70-69—139
Victor Perez, France 73-66—139
Lucas Herbert, Australia 69-71—140
Adri Arnaus, Spain 72-68—140
Tommy Fleetwood, England 75-65—140
Matthieu Pavon, France 69-71—140
Shane Lowry, Ireland 72-69—141
Grant Forrest, Scotland 73-68—141
Viktor Hovland, Norway 71-70—141
Shaun Norris, South Africa 69-73—142
Mathiam Keyser, South Africa 64-68—142
Henrik Stenson, Sweden 72-70—142
Tom Lewis, England 73-69—142
Masahiro Kawamura, Japan 69-73—142
Jack Brar Singh, England 71-71—142
Jordan Smith, England 72-70—142
ALSO
Sergio Garcia, Spain 71-72—143
Louis Oosthuizen, South Africa 71-72—143
David Lipsky, United States 68-75—143
Ian Poulter, England 71-73—144
Sean Crocker, United States 72-72—144
Erik van Rooyen, South Africa 70-75—145
Matthew Fitzpatrick, England 74-71—145
Danny Willett, England 76-70—146
Lee Westwood, England 78-68—146
Padraig Harrington, Ireland 71-75—146
FAILED TO MAKE THE CUT
Bernd Wiesberger, Austria 76-72—148
Rafa Cabrera Bello, Spain 76-73—149
Jazz Janewattananond, Thailand 76-76—152
Matt Wallace, England 77-76—153
Shugo Imahira, Japan 81-74—155

PRO HOCKEY

NHL
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC GP W L OT PT GF GA
Boston 51 29 10 12 70 169 135
Tampa Bay 48 29 15 4 62 175 137
Florida 49 28 16 5 61 183 163
Toronto 49 25 17 7 57 176 165
Buffalo 49 22 20 7 51 145 152
Montreal 50 22 21 7 51 155 157
Ottawa 48 17 23 8 42 130 163
Detroit 51 12 35 4 28 109 199
METROPOLITAN GP W L OT PTS GF GA
Washington 49 33 11 5 71 177 144
Pittsburgh 50 31 14 5 67 168 136
N.Y. Islanders 49 29 15 5 63 143 132
Columbus 51 27 16 8 62 138 130
Carolina 50 29 18 3 61 159 132
Philadelphia 50 27 17 6 60 158 150
N.Y. Rangers 48 23 21 4 50 158 159
New Jersey 48 17 24 7 41 126 173

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 49 30 11 8 68 158 134
Colorado 49 28 15 6 62 179 143
Dallas 48 27 17 4 58 125 120
Chicago 51 24 21 6 54 155 161
Winnipeg 51 25 22 4 54 152 160
Minnesota 50 23 21 6 52 156 166
Nashville 47 22 18 7 51 156 154
PACIFIC GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vancouver 49 27 18 4 58 162 149
Edmonton 49 26 18 5 57 155 153
Calgary 50 26 19 5 57 135 147
Arizona 51 26 20 5 57 146 138
Vegas 52 25 20 7 57 161 159
San Jose 50 21 25 4 46 130 167
Anaheim 48 19 24 5 43 122 150
Los Angeles 50 18 27 5 41 125 158
2 points for a win, 1 point for overtime loss. 
Top three teams in each division and two 
wild cards per conference advance to 
Stanley Cup Playoffs

Friday’s Games
No games scheduled (All-Star break)
Saturday’s Games
All-Star 3-on-3 Games
At Enterprise Center, St. Louis
Atlantic Division 9, Metropolitan Division 5 
Pacific Division 10, Central Division 5
Final: Atlantic Division vs. Pacific Divsion, late
Today’s Games
No games scheduled (All-Star break)
Monday’s Games
Washington at Montreal, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Toronto at Nashville, 8 p.m.
St. Louis at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Anaheim at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

AHL
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC  GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Hartford 44 25 10 4 5 59 128 118
Hershey 45 26 14 2 3 57 130 118
Providence 45 25 16 2 2 54 142 120
Charlotte 43 24 16 3 0 51 142 119
WB/Scranton 45 22 16 3 4 51 123 139
Springfield 45 24 19 2 0 50 142 130
Lehigh Valley 45 18 21 1 5 42 108 126
Bridgeport 44 15 24 4 1 35 96 141
NORTH GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Belleville 44 26 14 3 1 56 161 134
Utica 45 25 16 2 2 54 160 142
Rochester 42 23 13 2 4 52 127 112
Laval 44 22 18 3 1 48 128 132
Toronto 43 21 17 3 2 47 141 142
Syracuse 44 20 18 3 3 46 150 158
Cleveland 44 20 20 2 2 44 123 130
Binghamton 42 19 19 4 0 42 123 139

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL  GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Milwaukee 45 31 8 4 2 68 151 101
Iowa 45 25 14 3 3 56 137 130
Chicago 44 21 18 3 2 47 108 120
Grand Rapids 45 20 19 2 4 46 130 145
Texas 43 20 19 2 2 44 122 132
Rockford 45 20 23 1 1 42 112 136
Manitoba 45 20 25 0 0 40 120 139
San Antonio 43 14 18 6 5 39 120 141
PACIFIC  GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Tucson 39 28 10 1 0 57 142 100
Stockton 40 24 10 3 3 54 150 117
Colorado 39 22 13 3 1 48 129 115
Ontario 42 19 18 4 1 43 109 153
Bakersfield 41 18 18 4 1 41 123 143
San Diego 38 17 16 3 2 39 122 115
San Jose 38 14 21 1 2 31 123 135
2 points for a win, 1 for OT or SO loss

Friday’s Games
WB/Scranton 5, Charlotte 4
Cleveland 5, Toronto 2
Grand Rapids 4, San Diego 3
Binghamton 4, Syracuse 3
Belleville 5, Utica 2
Providence 4, Lehigh Valley 3
Rochester 5, Laval 2
Hershey 5, Springfield 2
Hartford 4, Bridgeport 1
Iowa 1, Manitoba 0
Milwaukee 7, Rockford 4
Chicago 2, Texas 1
Colorado 5, San Antonio 1
Bakersfield 3, Tucson 2
Ontario 4, Stockton 3
Saturday’s Games
Cleveland 5, Toronto 4
WB/Scranton 4, Charlotte 2
Utica at Belleville, late
San Diego at Grand Rapids, late
Hartford 4, Lehigh Valley 2
Manitoba at Iowa, late
Milwaukee 5, Rockford 2
Rochester at Syracuse, late
Laval at Binghamton, late
Hershey at Providence, late
Bridgeport at Springfield, late
Chicago at Texas, late
San Antonio at Colorado, late
Bakersfield at Tucson, late
Ontario at San Jose, late
Today’s Games
No games scheduled
Monday’s Games
No games scheduled
Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled

ECHL
All times Eastern
EASTERN CONFERENCE
NORTH GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Newfoundland 40 29 11 0 0 58 160 124
Reading 41 23 13 5 0 51 141 132
Brampton 43 24 17 2 0 50 164 137
Maine 42 21 19 1 1 44 132 134
Adirondack 45 17 18 5 5 44 137 154
Worcester 43 17 24 2 0 36 123 158

SOUTH GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
South Carolina 41 31 6 3 1 66 139 82
Florida 41 26 11 2 2 56 144 111
Greenville 45 22 21 1 1 46 146 157
Orlando 40 18 16 5 1 42 114 112
Atlanta 41 17 22 1 1 36 127 162
Jacksonville 38 13 21 4 0 30 101 133
Norfolk 42 11 26 5 0 27 106 159

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Cincinnati 43 26 11 6 0 58 133 109
Toledo 38 22 12 3 1 48 145 114
Fort Wayne 40 20 14 5 1 46 147 137
Indy 41 21 18 1 1 44 131 115
Wheeling 41 18 18 5 0 41 119 140
Kalamazoo 38 13 20 4 1 31 116 159

MOUNTAIN  GP W L OL SOL PTS GF GA
Allen 45 29 8 6 2 66 182 143
Utah 42 24 11 5 2 55 149 114
Idaho 44 24 14 3 3 54 120 120
Rapid City 42 23 16 3 0 49 131 134
Wichita 45 18 19 8 0 44 123 160
Tulsa 44 19 21 3 1 42 129 137
Kansas City 41 17 21 2 1 37 124 146
2 points for a win, 1 for OT or SO loss

Friday’s Games
Adirondack 5, Brampton 3
Reading 4, Newfoundland 1
Cincinnati 3, Wheeling 2, OT
Maine 8, Worcester 1
Toledo 3, Atlanta 2, SO
Florida 4, Greenville 0
South Carolina 4, Norfolk 1
Fort Wayne 2, Indy 1, SO
Tulsa 2, Kalamazoo 1, SO
Idaho 4, Kansas City 3, SO
Utah 5, Allen 4, SO
Rapid City 4, Wichita 3, OT
Saturday’s Games
Orlando 3, Greenville 0
Indy 6, Atlanta 1
Adirondack 7, Brampton 4
Jacksonville at Florida, late
Newfoundland at Reading, late
Worcester 2, Maine 1
Wheeling 4, Cincinnati 1
Fort Wayne at Toledo, late
South Carolina at Norfolk, late
Kalamazoo at Tulsa, late
Idaho at Kansas City, late
Wichita at Rapid City, late
Allen at Utah, late
Today’s Games
Adirondack at Worcester, 3:05 p.m.
Newfoundland at Brampton, 4 p.m.
Idaho at Tulsa, 5:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Toledo, 5:15 p.m.
Wichita at Rapid City, 6:05 p.m.
Monday’s Game
Jacksonville at Orlando, 7 p.m.

BOXING

FIGHT SCHEDULE
Jan. 30
At Meridian at Island Gardens, Miami 
Demetrius Andrade vs. Luke Keeler, 12, for 
Andrade’s WBO middleweight title; Tevin 
Farmer vs. Joseph Diaz Jr., 12, for Farmer’s 
IBF super featherweight title; Daniel Roman 
vs. Murodjon Akhmadaliev, 12, for Roman’s 
IBF/WBA super banatamweight title.

Jan. 31
At Hirsch Memorial Coliseum, Shreveport, 
La. (SHO), Ruben Villa vs. Alexei Collado, 
10, featherweights; Taras Shelestyuk vs. 
Alejandro Davila, 10, welterweights.

Feb. 1
At Haikou, China, Jose Ramirez vs. Viktor Postol, 
12, for Ramirez’s WBC World/WBO super 
lightweight titles; Esquiva Falcao vs. Ainiwaer 
Yilixiati, 10, middleweights; Masayuki Ito vs. 
Yongqiang Yang, 10, super featherweights.

At Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Biloxi, 
Miss. (FS1), Yordenis Ugas vs. Mike Dallas 
Jr., 12, welterweights.

Feb. 7
At Arena Roberto Duran, Panama City, 
Panama, Luis Concepcion vs. Rober Barrera, 
12, for the vacant WBA interim flyweight 
title; Daniel Matellon vs. Erik Lopez Garcia, 
12, for the vacant WBA interim junior 
flyweight title; Carlos Ortega vs. Leyman 
Benavides, 12, minimumweights.

Feb. 8
At The PPL Center, Allentown, Pa. (SHO), 
Gary Russell Jr. vs. Tugstsogt Nyambayar, 
12, for Russell’s WBC World/IBO feather-
weight title.

Feb. 14
At the from 2300 Arena, Philadelphia (SHO), 
Thomas Mattice vs. Isaac Cruz Gonzalez, 10, 
lightweights.

At Honda Center, Anaheim, Calif., Ryan 
Garcia vs. Francisco Fonseca, 12, for the 
WBC Silver lightweight title; Jorge Linares 
vs. Carlos Morales, 12, lightweights; Oscar 
Negrete vs. Alberto Melian, 10, for the va-
cant WBA International bantamweight title.
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exclusive index of eff ective temperature based on eight 

weather factors.

UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

Precipitation (in inches)

Temperatures

Source: National Allergy Bureau

Precipitation (in inches)

AIR QUALITY INDEX

CONDITIONS TODAY

Temperatures

Precipitation (in inches)

POLLEN INDEX

PORT CHARLOTTE

Temperatures

MONTHLY RAINFALL

SEBRING

Totals are from a 24-hour period ending at 5 p.m.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W
Possible weather-related delays today. Check 

with your airline for the most updated schedules.

 Hi/Lo Outlook Delays

AIRPORT City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

FLORIDA CITIES

WEATHER HISTORY

VENICE

WEATHER TRIVIA™

Punta Gorda

Englewood

Boca Grande

El Jobean

Venice

Cape Sable to Tarpon Springs

Tarpon Springs to Apalachicola

 Wind Speed Seas Bay/Inland
 direction in knots in feet chop

 High Low High Low

MARINE

TIDES

 Cold Warm Stationary Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

 Fronts Precipitation

The Sun Rise Set

The Moon Rise Set

SUN AND MOON

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

U.S. Extremes

 Minor Major Minor Major

The solunar period schedule allows planning 

days so you will be fi shing in good territory or 

hunting in good cover during those times. Major 

periods begin at the times shown and last for 1.5 

to 2 hours. The minor periods are shorter.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

SOLUNAR TABLE

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 

are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W City Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

Port Charlotte

Englewood

Fort Myers

Myakka City

Punta Gorda

Lehigh Acres

Hull
Arcadia

Longboat Key

Placida

Osprey

Limestone

Venice

Sarasota

Boca Grande
Cape Coral

Sanibel
Bonita Springs

North Port

Tampa

Bradenton

Bartow

Brandon

St. Petersburg

Wauchula

Lake Wales

Frostproof
Apollo Beach

Clearwater

Ft. Meade

THE NATIONTODAY / TONIGHT

Partly sunny and 

pleasant

Considerable 

cloudiness

HIGH 71° LOW 51°
5% chance of 

rain
25% chance 

of rain

Rain ending in the 

early afternoon

71° / 54°
80% chance of rain

MONDAY

Pleasant with plenty 

of sunshine

75° / 52°
10% chance of rain

TUESDAY

Sunshine with 

a shower in the 

afternoon

76° / 56°
55% chance of rain

WEDNESDAY

Overcast with a 

thunderstorm 

possible

80° / 61°
30% chance of rain

FRIDAY

Partly sunny and nice

76° / 54°
25% chance of rain

THURSDAY

45 57 70 71 70 63

Air Quality Index readings as of Saturday

Main pollutant: Ozone

Punta Gorda through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 0.14”

Normal month to date 1.41”

Year to date   0.14”

Normal year to date 1.41”

Record 1.59” (2011)

High/Low 73°/61°

Normal High/Low 75°/52°

Record High 86° (2012)

Record Low 30° (2003)

Sebring through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

High/Low 72°/60°

Venice through 2 p.m. Saturday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Sat. 0.00”

Month to date 0.01”

Normal month to date 1.99”

Year to date   0.01”

Normal year to date 1.99”

Record 1.59” (2011)

High/Low 72°/61°

Normal High/Low 72°/51°

Record High 86° (2012)

Record Low 33° (2003)

Pollen Index readings as of Saturday

Month 2020 2019 Avg. Record/Year
Jan. 0.14 3.77 1.80 9.93/2016

Feb.  2.89 2.43 11.05/1983

Mar.  1.01 3.28 9.26/1970

Apr.  2.21 2.03 5.80/1994

May  5.80 2.50 15.98/2018

Jun.  11.31 8.92 23.99/1974

Jul.  13.64 8.22 14.22/1995

Aug.  7.92 8.01 15.60/1995

Sep.  0.92 6.84 14.03/1979

Oct.  6.60 2.93 10.88/1995

Nov.  2.35 1.91 5.53/2002

Dec.  3.41 1.78 6.83/2002

Year 0.14 61.83 50.65 (since 1931)

 Today Mon.

Apalachicola 60 50 r 64 50 pc

Clearwater 65 54 c 67 56 r

Daytona Beach 65 48 pc 68 52 r

Fort Lauderdale 73 59 pc 76 62 t

Gainesville 66 46 pc 69 46 pc

Jacksonville 67 47 s 69 46 pc

Key Largo 73 63 pc 75 67 t

Key West 71 66 pc 76 70 t

Lakeland 68 52 pc 70 53 r

Melbourne 67 50 pc 70 56 r

Miami 75 59 pc 77 65 t

Naples 74 58 pc 76 64 r

Ocala 66 46 pc 67 48 c

Okeechobee 70 49 pc 72 54 r

Orlando 68 53 pc 70 55 r

Panama City 61 51 r 66 49 pc

Pensacola 57 52 r 66 47 pc

St. Augustine 63 48 pc 66 50 c

St. Petersburg 68 54 pc 70 56 r

Tallahassee 64 47 pc 66 46 pc

Vero Beach 69 50 pc 73 56 r

West Palm Beach 73 57 pc 76 59 t

Today 2:48a 10:52a 5:22p 9:42p

Mon. 3:28a 11:20a 5:36p 10:31p

Today 1:25a 9:08a 3:59p 7:58p

Mon. 2:05a 9:36a 4:13p 8:47p

Today 12:25a 8:00a 3:05p 6:25p

Mon. 12:59a 8:32a 3:35p 7:13p

Today 3:20a 11:21a 5:54p 10:11p

Mon. 4:00a 11:49a 6:08p 11:00p

Today 2:14p 7:47a --- 6:37p

Mon. 12:20a 8:15a 2:28p 7:26p

 N 4-8 1-2 Light

 NNE 3-6 1-3 Light

Ft. Myers 73/55 part cldy none

Punta Gorda 71/52 part cldy none 

Sarasota 68/55 part cldy none 

First

Feb 1

Full

Feb 9

Last

Feb 15

New

Feb 23

Today 8:37 a.m. 7:50 p.m.

Monday 9:13 a.m. 8:43 p.m.

Today 7:17 a.m. 6:05 p.m.

Monday 7:16 a.m. 6:06 p.m.

Today 6:38a 12:22p 7:01p 12:50p

Mon. 7:28a 1:17a 7:50p 1:39p

Tue. 8:17a 2:06a 8:38p 2:27p

PUBLICATION DATE: 01/26/20

WORLD CITIES
 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Amsterdam 45 43 c 47 39 r

Baghdad 57 36 s 59 41 s

Beijing 43 22 c 44 24 c

Berlin 40 33 c 46 39 c

Buenos Aires 90 64 s 77 66 s

Cairo 63 47 s 67 51 pc

Calgary 35 28 pc 41 22 pc

Cancun 80 69 pc 84 68 pc

Cape Town 70 56 r 73 60 pc

Caracas 83 73 s 85 72 s

Dublin 47 34 pc 43 34 c

Halifax 43 31 r 37 25 pc

Kiev 39 31 pc 39 33 c

London 51 42 r 49 38 sh

Madrid 51 36 pc 50 44 c

Mexico City 70 47 s 71 44 s

Montreal 37 31 sn 37 23 sf

Moscow 32 27 sn 36 28 c

New Delhi 69 51 c 67 52 c

Paris 49 45 c 49 39 r

Rio de Janeiro 81 72 pc 85 75 pc

Rome 58 40 pc 58 48 pc

St. John’s 30 21 pc 39 28 sn

San Juan 83 73 pc 84 74 sh

Sydney 88 72 t 82 74 pc

Tokyo 45 40 r 46 43 r

Toronto 39 31 sf 36 27 c

Vancouver 48 41 r 47 39 r

High   78° at Homestead, FL Low   -6° at Antero Reservoir, CO

(For the 48 contiguous states yesterday)

64°

Record warmth spread along the East 

Coast on Jan. 26, 1950, with highs of 74 at 

Philadelphia and 80 at Richmond, Va.

Q: What is the longest below-freezing 

period in the the lower 48 states?

71/51

69/53

70/53
68/54

67/55

70/59

69/54

73/55

70/52

71/52

72/53

71/51
70/51

69/53

69/51

68/54

68/53

66/58

69/55

69/55

70/51

68/53

68/55

69/52

68/55

65/54

68/59

72/55

72/54

70/52

Forecasts and graphics provided by 

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

 Today Mon.

 Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Knoxville 49 41 c 50 33 sh

Las Vegas 69 49 s 67 45 s

Little Rock 49 39 sh 54 35 pc

Los Angeles 67 51 pc 75 52 s

Louisville 45 33 c 46 32 c

Memphis 51 43 c 55 36 c

Milwaukee 36 29 c 36 28 c

Minneapolis 28 20 c 31 20 c

Montgomery 57 47 c 60 38 c

Nashville 51 44 sh 50 31 pc

New Orleans 61 55 r 66 52 pc

New York City 47 36 pc 46 33 pc

Norfolk, VA 53 36 pc 54 37 sh

Oklahoma City 59 35 pc 60 37 s

Omaha 38 25 pc 34 25 c

Philadelphia 48 33 pc 46 32 pc

Phoenix 73 50 pc 73 46 s

Pittsburgh 36 29 sf 35 27 c

Portland, ME 46 32 r 44 28 pc

Portland, OR 54 44 r 50 48 r

Providence 48 31 pc 45 29 pc

Raleigh 53 37 s 54 35 sh

Rapid City, SD 44 19 pc 37 27 r

Salt Lake City 49 35 r 46 31 sn

St. Louis 44 29 c 40 29 pc

San Antonio 77 46 pc 74 53 s

San Diego 65 52 pc 68 51 s

San Francisco 60 48 c 58 50 pc

Seattle 52 44 r 51 46 r

Washington, DC 49 35 pc 50 35 pc

Albuquerque 55 32 s 50 30 r

Anchorage -1 -8 sn 0 -9 sn

Atlanta 55 44 pc 55 37 pc

Baltimore 48 32 pc 48 32 pc

Birmingham 56 46 c 57 36 c

Boise 47 34 sh 48 39 c

Boston 48 37 pc 48 34 pc

Buff alo 38 32 sf 37 29 sf

Burlington, VT 40 31 sf 38 28 sf

Charleston, WV 42 33 c 44 30 c

Charlotte 54 38 pc 55 33 sh

Chicago 33 26 c 35 27 c

Cincinnati 41 29 sf 40 29 c

Cleveland 38 31 sf 36 30 c

Columbia, SC 57 44 pc 57 38 sh

Columbus, OH 36 27 sf 37 30 c

Concord, NH 45 30 c 42 26 pc

Dallas 66 41 c 65 48 s

Denver 55 28 s 43 23 c

Des Moines 33 23 c 32 19 c

Detroit 37 32 sf 36 29 c

Duluth 31 22 c 28 13 c

Fargo 27 13 sf 22 14 c

Hartford 45 29 c 44 27 pc

Helena 41 29 c 44 29 c

Honolulu 82 69 s 82 68 s

Houston 72 50 r 70 53 pc

Indianapolis 37 27 c 37 28 c

Jackson, MS 55 47 sh 60 40 c

Kansas City 41 25 s 38 27 pc

A: 176 Days. Landon, N.D.; Oct. 17, 1935 

through April 10, 1936

Former players such as 
Zipay are approached for 
autographs and photos. A 
permanent display about the 
women’s league was built in 
the baseball Hall of  Fame in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. (There is 
also one in the Ted Williams 
museum at the Trop.) An aagp-
bl.org web site provides history 
and player bios, plus a link 
to buy merchandise repping 
teams such as the Rockford 
Peaches, Racine Belles and 
Kenosha Comets.

And there are annual 
reunions of  the remaining 
players, plus other occasional 
events that bring them togeth-
er. That includes the Feb. 1 Ted 
Williams Hitters Hall of  Fame 
induction dinner at Tropicana 
Field.

Zipay and fellow players 
Maybelle Blair, Shirley 
Burkovich, Toni Palermo and 
Lois Youngen, plus two actors 
from the movie (Anne Ramsay 
and Patti Pelton), will be 
honored as part of  a tribute to 
Marshall, who died in 2018 and 
will be represented by daugh-
ter Tracy Reiner, who also was 
in the film. The players and 
actors will join Hall of  Famer 
Wade Boggs, Dale Murphy, 
Carlos Pena, Blake Snell and 
other current and former 
big-leaguers in the pre-dinner 
autograph session, and will 
have longer lines than some.

With only roughly 150 of  the 
600-plus women who played 
in the league still alive, Zipay, 
who at 85 is one of  the young-
est alums, said the get-togeth-
ers have become even more 
special.

“I don’t think anybody can 
really realize or understand 
what it was like,” she said.

“We have kind of  a sister-
hood because we all have that 
feeling to know what we did, 
what we went through. It’s 
really great when we get to-
gether, talking about old times 
and just seeing each other.”

Zipay (who played as 
Parsons, her maiden name) 
got involved near the end 
of  the All-American Girls 
Professional Baseball League, 
which started in 1943 to 
provide a sports and enter-
tainment option with many 
male players away for military 
service, and ceased play in 
1954.

Unhappily playing softball 
as the only option in her 

Hingham, Mass., hometown, 
Zipay was told by a coach 
about the women’s baseball 
league in the Midwest.

“I couldn’t believe it,” she 
said. “I thought she was 
kidding me because I had no 
idea there was such a thing for 
girls. In those days we couldn’t 
even wear jeans; my mom used 
to hide them.”

The coach knew the Peaches’ 
team chaperone and arranged 

for Zipay to get a brief  tryout. 
She signed shortly after 
graduating high school and, 
despite some family concerns, 
headed off in 1953 to Rockford, 
Ill., making $50 a week, plus $2 
a day in meal money, to join 
the team playing every day and 
twice on Sunday, traveling at 
night by bus.

Zipay spent her first season 
with the Peaches “scared to 
death” playing for former ma-
jor-leaguer Johnny Rawlings, 
then better and more confident 
her second, which turned out 
to be the league’s last.

She worked for a bit as a 
private secretary, got married 
and started raising her three 
kids. She eventually took up 
tennis and became a nationally 
ranked amateur player and a 
teaching pro, which is what 
led her to Florida in the late 
1980s as she and her son, Bob, 
bought, and still run, the 
Englewood Tennis Club.

Hearing the movie was being 
made — plus getting invited to 
be in opening/closing scenes — 
was rejuvenating.

Zipay is concerned that 
interest in the league and, 
more importantly, women’s 
baseball overall will wane after 
the players all pass on, and 

is working fervently to help 
girls who prefer baseball over 
softball to have avenues to 
keep playing.

She formed a nonprofit 
subsidiary, American Girls 
Baseball, to raise awareness 
and support, and ultimately to 
increase opportunities in the 
present and future.

That included a camp for 60 
girls at the Braves new facility 
in North Port last year, and 
plans for more, including in 
Tampa, working with Florida 
Bolts program.

“What we’re trying to do is 
create a pathway for these girls 
who want to play baseball to 
have a choice and have a way 
to develop their skills so they 
can look forward,” Zipay said.

“So they can say, ‘If  I really 
stay with this and I love this 
game, maybe there will be 
something for me in the 
future.’ Maybe there will be 
another league of  their own.”

ZIPAY
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN FILE PHOTO

Sue Zipay, owner of the Englewood Tennis Club, played with the 
Rockford Peaches during the 1953 and 1954 seasons, the final 
seasons of the All Girls Baseball League that filled what would 
have been a baseball void during the World War II era.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sue Zipay, of Englewood, at 19 
when she played baseball as 
Sue Parsons.

Local briefs
GIRLS SOCCER

Germs won Saturday.

The Lemon Bay High School 

girls soccer game against 

Mariner High School was 

cancelled Saturday due to 

player illnesses, according to 

Coach Katie Cooke.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Imagine-North Port 68,  
Bradenton-Christian 46

The Imagine School at North 

Port girls basketball team 

defeated Bradenton-Christian 

School 68-46, according to 

Imagine’s Athletic Director 

Tyler Zebkar. No other 

information was available 

Saturday night.

— Staff reports
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By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
COMMUNITY NEWS EDITOR

ENGLEWOOD — Cecile 
Harrington paced in her drive-
way. Her husband Kevin was 
gone too long. Then she heard 
the sirens and helicopter and 
knew something was wrong.

“I don’t know what was 
wrong with me, I just started 
crying,” the Placida woman 
said. “Kevin was just going to 
buy a bottle of  wine so we could 
have while we were waiting for 
trick-or-treaters to come to our 
house on Halloween. He should 
have been back in 10 minutes. 
After more than a half  hour 
went by, I knew something was 
wrong.

“I got in my car and drove 
to where I heard the sirens. 
It was dark. I knew he was in 
that crash,” she said. “I said 
‘dear God let him not be dead.’ 
I asked the officer if  it was a 
green Tundra that was flipped 
upside down.”

The Charlotte County deputy 
said yes. Harrington said it was 
her husband.

Englewood rallies for longtime business owner 
Kevin Harrington of YumYum Bakery still recovering,  

wife knew something was wrong, ‘no penalty for nearly killing me’

SEE CRASH, 4C

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH 

Kevin and Cecile Harrington share a laugh with Bryan Domian, left, co-owner of Howards Restaurant. Domain helped with 
fundraisers to offset medical expenses for Kevin who nearly died in a crash in Placida on Halloween.

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Veterans 
still remember how cold and 
hungry they were 75 years ago 
in the forests of  Ardennes in 
Belgium.

They also remember being 
surrounded. And they remem-
ber an American general telling 
the Germans “Nuts” when 
asked to surrender.

These and other stories were 
part of  Punta Gorda’s Military 
Heritage Museum remem-
brance of  the costliest battle for 
the US Army, the Battle of  the 
Bulge, which resulted in over 
100,000 casualties. The museum 
Saturday had a special exhibit, 
as well as a documentary 

and author Charley Valera to 
discuss what it was like for his 
father and others to serve in 
World War II.

Valera is the author of  ”My 
Father’s War: Memories from 
Our Honored WWII Soldiers.” 
Here, he recounts his inter-
views with 18 World War II vet-
erans, including Purple Heart 
recipients and those who fought 
in the Battle of  the Bulge.

The Battle of  the Bulge was 
German dictator Adolf  Hitler’s 
last big offensive push in World 
War II against the western 
front, and he aimed to split the 
Allies heading to Germany. The 
deadly campaign resulted in 
a bulge into front lines on the 
map.

One veteran of  the fight, 

Valera said, went three days 
without food and water, 
and just remembered being 
surrounded.

Another said he “knew we 
were cooked,” Valera said, with 
the landscape looking as if  a 
tornado had buzzed through, 
smashing trees, while it was 
cold and foggy.

“Fortunately, we outdid 
them,” Valera said of  American 
counter-punches. “That was a 
close one.”

Since German troops failed 
to divide Britain, France, the 
United States and its many 
allies with the Ardennes 
offensive, this paved the way 
for ending World War II in May 
1945.

Battle of the Bulge remembered
Museum teaches about terrible chapter using music, displays and stories, meet the author

SUN PHOTO BY LIZ HARDAWAY

Author Charley Valera, right, showed Orlando residents Deb and 
Russ Johnson some of the stories in his book “My Father’s War: 
Memories from Our Honored WWII Soldiers.” SEE BATTLE, 4C

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — 
Charlotte County investigators 
continued to chase leads and 
review security footage in a 
deadly shooting early Saturday 
in the parking lot in front of  
the Over the Bridge sports 
bar in Port Charlotte’s School 
House Square.

There was one confirmed 
death. Deputies had not 
confirmed that man’s name, 
however, but said he was in his 
30s.

Investigators are still work-
ing to identify the shooter, 
CCSO spokesperson Claudette 
Bennett said Saturday.

“We will investigate this 

senseless act meticulously,” 
said Charlotte County Sheriff 
Bill Prummell, “following all 
leads and evaluating every 
piece of  evidence to bring the 
shooter to justice.”

The bar’s owner, Charlie 
Johnson, said an argument be-
tween the suspect and victim 
may have been about money. 
CCSO investigators believe the 
shooting at the bar off Kings 
Highway and Harborview 
Road was isolated and there 
was no public threat.

Bar patrons were inside for 
a hip-hop concert when things 
turned ugly, CCSO said, and 
then moved to the parking lot.

“Everybody ran and drove 
off prior to deputies arriving,” 
Bennett said.

Parts of  the retail strip were 
still blocked early Saturday as 
CCSO investigators conducted 
interviews, but cleared out 
before 10 a.m. Sheriff’s investi-
gators are reviewing security 
video from a nearby daycare 
and surrounding buildings and 
are following leads, police said.

Johnson re-opened his bar 
Saturday, but announced that 
his establishment had changed 
its hours and the management 
team.

“We’re closing earlier,” 
Johnson said of  his club that 
hosts live entertainment, as 
well as big-screen television 
events such as Sunday Florida 
Browns Back Club festivities. 

One dead at Port Charlotte bar
Suspect unknown, owner vows to endure, changes hours

PHOTO FROM CCSO

Saturday’s shooting at Port Charlotte’s School House Square 
on Kings Highway was taped off early Saturday as investigators 
conducted interviews.SEE BAR, 4C

• Bathroom Safety 
Supplies

• Orthotic Braces
• Mastectomy 

Supplies
• Incontinent Supplies
• Walkers & 

Wheelchairs

• Electric Scooters
• Power Wheelchairs
• Lift Chairs
• Bed Rails
• Cpap Supplies
• Portable Oxygen 

Concentrators

Weighs less 
than 15 lbs

$299
8” wheels and 

weighs only 15 lbs.

$199

1825 Tamiami trail #E1
Port Charlotte, FL  33948

941-625-2020
www.CharlotteDME.com

We rent hospital beds, wheelchairs, knee 
scooters,electric scooters and lift chairs.

We offer over 9,000 QUALITY Products at the Lowest Price!!!!

1 STOP FOR ALL YOUR MEDICAL NEEDS!
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By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — It’s just 
after 9 a.m. on the fourth 
Thursday and North Port’s 
Code Enforcement court has 
convened at city hall.

And the judge, James Toale, 
is about to get an introduction 
… to free-roaming chickens.

A Sarasota real estate lawyer 
working as North Port’s code 
enforcement hearing officer, 
Toale as the judge is balancing 
the city’s needs to keep clean 
and tidy versus steering locals 
into compliance with those 
rules.

Those on Thursday’s docket 
had been ticketed by one of  five 
code officers. Violators get into 
trouble for such things as tall 
grass, barking dogs, non-per-
mitted pools or yard trash.

Or a thousand other viola-
tions built into North Port’s 
Unified Land Development 
Code book, the bible for keeping 
rules uniformly enforced. It is 
undergoing a revision to weed 
out dated ordinances.

Code Enforcement Hearings 
are monthly and give violators 
a chance to plead their case, 
to comply or, as was the case 
Thursday, to not show, which is 
an automatic default.

But this morning the packed 
docket included a woman tick-
eted for her chickens running 
free, the neighbors complaining 
about the three birds’ drop-
pings in their yards or poking 
through their garages. North 
Port has rules for such misbe-
havior and the chickens’ owner 
is before Toale to explain. She 
faces fines and stiffer penalties 
for not fixing things, Toale 
told the woman, adding that 
he viewed the job as getting 
violators into compliance and 
“not to punish” them, he said.

But this is a first with 
free-ranging chickens, Toale 
said after the one-hour hearing 
ended.

Still, it beats another role he 
had as a foreclosure magistrate, 
he said, presiding over “ripping 
people’s homes away. That was 
a little more traumatic.”

Thursday’s code docket was 

of  violators running illegal 
electric cords and plumbing, 
placing barrier rocks along the 
city’s right of  way, piled debris, 
non-permitted fencing, rusted 
vehicles in the yard.

The chicken matter stood 
out because it was Toale’s 
first in hundreds of  cases over 
which he had presided. Beverly 
Williams was ticketed for using 
a screened portico at her home 
to house the chickens. The 
city’s rule requires a portable 
coop, in case of  hurricanes 
or noise/smell/wandering 
complaints.

Williams told Toale that her 
chickens provide eggs, didn’t 
roam after sunset, another 
violation of  North Port’s neigh-
borhood chicken ordinance. 
She had even tied rope to the 
chickens’ legs to keep them 
from wandering.

Which strayed from the point. 
But Williams wasn’t having it. 
Rules and rulemakers, she told 
Toale, “are not going to control 
my life.”

The judge let things cool.
“My inclination is to dismiss 

(today),” he concluded, order-
ing Williams to build a portable 
coop as a soon as possible, 
adding that should she return, 
harsher measures were in 
store.

Were you treated fairly, 
Williams was asked following 
her appearance. “Yes,” she said 
with the hint of  a smile, gather-
ing a tablet, a seat cushion and 
her belongings as Toale moved 
to the next agenda item.

HOW IT WORKS
The Hearing Officer is an 

attorney and member of  the 
Florida Bar appointed by the 
City Manager, and affirmed by 
the City Commission, to preside 
over Code Enforcement mat-
ters. The Hearing Officer has 
the jurisdiction and authority 
to hear and make a ruling on 
alleged violations, exercising 
the powers provided in Title XI, 
Chapter 162, Florida Statutes.

Code Enforcement hearings 
are scheduled on the fourth 
Thursday of  each month when 
scheduling conflicts do not 

arise. In July and December 
there are no hearings. The 
Hearing Officer sets the 
procedures for conduct of  
hearings that are open to the 
public. Hearings are conducted 
much like court proceedings 
with testimony and evidence 
presented by both the City 
(Code Enforcement Inspector) 
and the respondent (alleged 
Violator). All testimony at the 
hearing shall be under oath, 
and each party shall have 
the right to call and examine 
witnesses, introduce exhibits 
and cross-examine opposing 
witnesses on any matter rele-
vant to the issues. The Hearing 
Officer also has the authority to 
subpoena people and records, 
order rulings on violations, 
assess fines and order liens to 
be placed upon property.

Source: City of  North Port

Email: craig.garrett@
yoursun.com

Playing chicken at North Port code enforcement hearing
Court discusses the issue of free-roaming poultry

POLICE BEAT
The Charlotte County 

Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests:

• Arianna Mae 
Adoptante, 25, Orlando. 
Charges: possession of  
a controlled substance 
without a prescription and 
possession of  drug para-
phernalia. Bond: $7,000.

• Jeremy Joseph 
Myers, 26, 12200 block 
of  Spinnaker Road, 
Englewood. Charges: 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a pre-
scription and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. 
Bond: $7,500.

• David Matthew 
Grooters, 18, Venice. 
Charges: municipal 
ordinance violation and 

possession of  drug para-
phernalia. Bond: $2,000.

• Salvatore Vincent 
Volpe, 30, 7500 block of  
Paspalum, Punta Gorda. 
Charges: possession of  
a controlled substance 
without a prescription, 
possession of  a harmful 
new legend drug without a 
prescription and posses-
sion of  drug parapherna-
lia. Bond: $9,000.

• Anthony Earl Horner, 
51, 1700 Griffith Avenue, 
Punta Gorda. Charges: 
two counts of  violation of  
probation or community 
control. Bond: none.

• Shawn Michael 
Longardner, 46, 6000 block 
of  Taylor Road, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: violation 

of  probation or communi-
ty. Bond: none.

• Tamara Lynne 
Mislenski, 50, 28000 block 
of  Nightingale Drive, 
Punta Gorda. Charge: 
violation of  probation or 
community control. Bond: 
none.

• Rodney Blake 
Roberts, 20, 27100 block of  
Whitman Avenue, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: commit 
a felony battery. Bond: 
$6,000.

• Megan Marie Shillito, 
28, homeless of  Punta 
Gorda. Charge: engage to 
commit offer of  lewdness, 
first offense. Bond: $2,000.

• William Chance 
Griffin, 32, 22300 block 
of  Bradford Avenue, 

Port Charlotte. Charges: 
trafficking four grams 
or more of  fentanyl, four 
counts of  possession of  
a controlled substance 
without a prescription, 
possession of  drug para-
phernalia and violation of  
probation or community 
control. Bond: $72,000.

• Michael Arturo 
Garcia, 24, 3000 block of  
Tamarind Street, Port 
Charlotte. Charges: 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a pre-
scription and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. 
Bond: $7,000.

• Christopher James 
Bissonnette, 31, 1200 block 
of  Harbor Boulevard, Port 
Charlotte. Charges: DUI, 

leaving the scene of  a 
crash involving property 
damage, resisting an 
officer without violence, 
possession of  cocaine, 
and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: 
$12,000.

• Zacheriah Berrebie, 
27, 2200 block of  Halblum 
Street, North Port. 
Charges: disorderly 
intoxication and criminal 
mischief  with under $200 
in damage. Bond: $3,000.

• Travis Matthew 
Commins, 47, 3700 block 
of  Lothair Avenue, North 
Port. Charges: two counts 
of  possession of  a con-
trolled substance without 
a prescription, possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 

and possession of  not 
more than 20 grams of  
marijuana. Bond: $14,000.

The Punta Gorda Police 
Department reported the 
following arrests:

• Patrick Lawrence 
Smith, 57, 100 block of  
Laishley Court, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: fraudulent 
use of  credit cards two or 
more times, $100 or more. 
Bond: $5,000.

• Kristopher Phillip 
Comerford, 35, 6100 
Rumford Street, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: tres-
passing on a property 
other than a structure or 
conveyance. Bond: $2,000.

Compiled by Liz 
Hardaway

Absolute Blinds Has A Window Treatment For You

Absolute Blinds is a family-owned and 

operated business running continually 

for three generations in Charlotte County 

since 2000. Absolute Blinds is one of the 

largest and most successful licensed 

window treatment companies in 

Southwest Florida. With honest pricing, 

vertical blinds made while you wait, 

free consultation from a professional 

decorator, and the best selection 

available, Absolute Blinds can fulfi ll all 

your window treatment needs. An array 

of verticals, wood plantation shutters, 

horizontals, mini-blinds, pleated shades, 

top treatments, cornices, draperies, Flair 

21’s ADO wraps and more are among 

its off erings. We off er remote control 

options. Absolute Blinds is a Graber 

dealer. If you need window coverings for 

home or offi  ce, Absolute Blinds is there 

to assist you with free estimates. Th e 

store is at 2842 Tamiami Trail, Port 

Charlotte. Past and present customers 

can like Absolute Blinds’ Facebook page. 

For more information, visit 

www.absoluteblinds.com or call 

941-627-5444.

Absolute Blinds 
2842 Tamiami Trail, 

Port Charlotte
call 941-627-5444

Count on the Best Service at Dr. D’s Auto Repair

Call Dr. D’s Auto Repair for all your 

auto repairs. Owner, Mike True, and 

his staff  are all ASE certifi ed and they 

off er the fi nest full service repair in 

this area. Dr. D’s repairs all types of 

vehicles including motor homes and 

four wheelers.  At Dr. D’s you can 

count on the best service, diagnostics, 

repairs, replacement parts, etc. Only 

superior quality replacement parts are 

used and rates are very reasonable. 

With the computerized engine analysis, 

you can be assured that the service 

required on your vehicle is necessary. 

True is well known as an excellent auto 

mechanic and the business enjoys an 

excellent reputation.  Dr. D’s is located 

at 23415 Janice Avenue in the Whidden 

Industrial Park in Charlotte Harbor and 

the phone number is 941-743-3677. 

For the best service at a reasonable 

price, call or stop by Dr. D’s Auto 

Repair.
Dr. D’s Auto Repair, 

23415 Janice Avenue in the 
Whidden Industrial Park in 

Charlotte Harbor

Westchester Gold & Diamonds, Serving Charlotte County Over 37 Years

Westchester Gold & Diamonds 

has served Port Charlotte and the 

surrounding area for 41 years. Th eir 

store in Baer’s Plaza at 4200 Tamiami 

Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 carries 

an eclectic blend of new and old. Shop 

not only unique custom and new 

pieces, but pre-loved and estate jewelry 

as well. Special coins, David Yurman 

pieces, and art deco jewelry are just a 

few of the items in stock. If you are on 

the search for timepieces, you can fi nd 

them there, from vintage wristwatches 

to Rolexes. Th ey also have the stock and 

knowledge to service Rolex watches. 

Th ere are even designer pieces for 

a low price. Westchester Gold sells 

predominantly jewelry but antiques 

also line the shelves and decorate 

corners.  To browse jewelry online, 

visit Westchester Gold and Diamonds’ 

website: http://westchestergold.

com/. Whether you’re in the market for 

a unique adornment or an interesting 

antique, Westchester Gold and 

Diamond might be the place for you!
Westchester Gold & Diamonds, 

4200-F Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

Advertisement Advertisement

D OES YOUR BUSINESS QUALIF Y?  CALL 941-205-6406

BUSINESS Journal

When to Replace Your A/C Unit
Q: When is the best time to consider replacing 

my A/C system?

A: According to FPL.com, 10 years or older is 

the ideal time to consider replacing your air 

conditioning system. Additionally, it is more 

cost eff ective for the consumer to replace 

the unit before it stops working, paying for 

unnecessary repairs, and high energy bills. Call 

today for free estimate  941-629-1712 or visit 

www.dalesac.com

Q: What if I can’t aff ord the out of pocket 

expense and my credit isn’t perfect? Can I 

fi nance?

A: Customers have the option to fi nance 

home repairs with little to no interest and no 

money down. Dale’s Air Conditioning off ers 

a multitude of fi nance options to best suit the 

customers fi nancial needs. 

Call 941-629-1712 to talk with one of our 

fi nance professionals or visit www.dalesac.com 

Q: With so many companies out there, and 

brands to choose from, how do I know what’s 

best for me and my family?

A: Trust the experts. With all techs being EPA 

certifi ed, an accredited member of the BBB and 

CDBIA, and Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, 

Dale’s Air Conditioning has been serving 

Charlotte, Lee, Desoto, and Sarasota County 

for over 45 years. Dale’s Air Conditioning 

specializes in all of your air conditioning, 

heating and indoor air quality needs. Call today 

at 941-629-1712 or visit us on the web at 

www.dalesac.com. License # CCA1817312 Dale’s Air Conditioning
941-629-1712

adno=3733017-1
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“They told me he was being 
flown to Lee Memorial (Fort 
Myers), but then a few min-
utes later they changed it to 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital,” 
she said. “The doctors told 
me Kevin had a less than 50% 
chance of  living. He lost so 
much blood. He had to get so 
much blood. I really have an 
appreciation for those who 
give blood. He wouldn’t have 
survived.

“I now donate blood every 
chance I get.”

ROAD TO RECOVERY
The crash would change the 

lives of  the couple married for 
42 years. It was Halloween and 
the truck Kevin drove was hit 
by a woman in a pickup. The 
impact was catastrophic.

“My truck flipped five times,” 
Kevin said of  the powerful 
ramming. “I was thrown out 
the driver’s side window. I had 
broken bones in my face and 
had a right orbital fracture, had 
a skull fracture, was missing 
part of  my knee, had broken 
ribs, clavicle and broke both of  
my legs and my neck. I had cuts 
on my hip and neck. There was 
a list of  16 injuries of  things 
that were broken or fractured.”

Kevin’s heart also stopped 
beating five times. He under-
went multiple surgeries. His 
doctors put him in a medically 
induced coma for 40 of  the 69 
days at SMH. Cecile was at his 
side the entire time.

However, that meant she 
could work at the Englewood 
business they owned for 15 
years. Their Simply Yum 
Yum bakery and deli, 1809 
Englewood Road at Lemon Bay 
Shopping Center, closed for two 
months. It re-opened just before 
Christmas. Kevin also managed 
five Publix plazas in the region. 
He had to take a leave of  
absence while his body healed 
and he went to rehab to learn to 
walk again.

“The woman who hit me was 
driving on a suspended driver’s 
license,” he said. “She only has 
$10,000 in insurance coverage. 
She flew through the stop sign 
and hit my truck hard. She 
only got a couple of  minor 
tickets, one was for the stop 
sign, another for the suspended 
license and one for violation of  
right of  way.

“There was no penalty for 

nearly killing me.”

PILE OF DEBT
Cecile said the bills from the 

crash and Kevin’s recovery 
keep coming.

“Just the helicopter ride 
from Placida to Sarasota was 
$38,000,” she said. “There were 
three doctors that charged 
about $97,000 each.”

Understanding the couple 
could lose everything, several 
friends, groups and local 
businesses planned fundraisers 
to help.

“The first-responders 
from the Englewood Fire 
Department came to me and 
asked if  we could help do a 
golf  tournament for Kevin,” 
said Bryan Domian, who along 
with his brother-in-law Ken 
White, is co-owner of  Howards 
Restaurant. “The Englewood 
Firefighters Benevolent 
(Association) group sold 
calendars and donated some of  
the proceeds.”

Domian worked with Neal 
Communities, who waived the 
green fees for the tournament 
and Boca Royale Golf  & 
Country Club. They enlisted 
Ken White, a former golf  pro, 
Peace River Deli Provisions 
(Boar’s Head), Howards 
Restaurant and asked for 
the donations to be handled 

through Elevating Englewood 
Florida through the Englewood 
Chamber of  Commerce. The 
tournament was held recently 
and raised thousands.

And the Boca Royale Men’s 
Golf  Association held its own 
tournament and donated its 
proceeds to help.

Last week, several Boca 
Royale residents joined fire-
fighters at Howards Restaurant 
to give Kevin and Cecile a check 
for $17,000.

“We knew the medical bills 
were to be astronomical,” 
Domain said. “Many of  us have 
been friends with Kevin and 
Cecile for a long time. Some of  
us did business with their deli, 
others were their customers. 
They are really good people. 
They needed help.”

COMMUNITY RALLIES FOR A FRIEND
Receiving any type of  

assistance was a challenge for 
Cecile.

“People kept asking what 
they could do to help,” she said. 
“Accepting the help was so dif-
ficult. We were usually the ones 
who would give back to the 
community. I did come to the 
conclusion that it was all right 
to say we needed the help.”

Kevin is grateful for his 
family, friends at the fire 
department and Boca Royale 

and Domain and Ken White for 
caring so much.

“I kept asking where are my 
wings,” he said. “I know I didn’t 
die because I have a purpose. I 
have two daughters and seven 
grandkids. I have to give back 
and help others. I’ve done it my 
whole life.”

But Kevin says he still needs 
something else to help keep his 
business afloat.

“I’m looking for a culinary 
arts student or a person with 

a baking and deli background 
to come intern or donate some 
time for me until I really can 
get back on my feet,” Kevin 
said. “Cecile has had to do a lot 
of  this on her own.

“She needs the help. I need 
the help.”

For more information on the 
bakery and deli position, call 
941-473-3986.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

CRASH
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The truck Kevin Harrington was driving on Halloween was 
crushed. The other driver was cited for traffic infractions.

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH 

Kevin and Cecile Harrington accept a $17,000 check from members of the Englewood Fire Department Benevolent Fund, the 
fire department, Neal Communities, Boca Royale Golf & Country Club, the Boca Royale Men’s Golf Association, Peace River Deli, 
Howards Restaurant and Elevating Englewood Florida.

The battle lasted six weeks, 
from Dec. 16, 1944 to Jan. 25, 
1945—75 years ago Saturday—
during frigid weather and 
heavy snow. Thirty German 
divisions attacked American 
troops across 85 miles of  the 
densely wooded Ardennes 
Forest.

The battle got its name from 
the Allied line taking on the 
appearance of  a large bulge as 
German troops drove into the 
Ardennes.

The museum late Saturday 
hosted Dave Bray USA, a US 
veteran who is now a national 

touring musician, dedicating 
his career to celebrating 
and supporting US veterans, 
active-duty military, fire, police 
and first-responders.

Nate Winkler, also a veteran, 
opened for Bray. Winkler is 
vice chairman for the Veteran’s 
Initiative for Therapeutic Arts, 
or VITA.

The museum’s Battle of  the 
Bulge exhibit is displayed at its 
front atrium, 900 West Marion 
Ave. in Punta Gorda, until the 
end of  the month. 941-575-9002

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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Musicians Dave Bray and Nate Winkler do a sound check before their performance Saturday.

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — 
Charlotte County commis-
sioners on Tuesday return 
to the debate on what to do 
with county owned waterfront 
property across US Highway 
41 from Sunseeker’s future 
resort.

Until last June, Sunseeker 
had an option to expand its 
resort on land where the 
demolished Harbour Inn once 
sat. Located on Melbourne and 
US 41, the land faces upstream 
on the Peace River as it widens 

into Charlotte Harbor.
The Harbour Inn went down 

after Hurricane Charley in 
2004. The county acquired the 
land in 2016 for $4.5 million. 
Commissioners decided in 
June, some reluctantly, to 
withdraw from the Sunseeker 
option. Commissioner Joe 
Tiseo has been the most vocal 
about making the 3.6 acres 

into a public park. He told his 
board recently that the county 
should preserve some of  the 
natural landscape in light of  
the towering resort going up 
across the street.

In early 2018, Sunseeker 
had proposed and received 
an option to expand its resort 
on that site with another 
hotel tower housing 142 

condominiums and 202 hotel 
rooms. In exchange for the 
land, Allegiant Travel Co.-
owned Sunseeker was going 
to build a parking garage for 
the county on the other side 
of  US 41 and a bridge over the 
highway connecting both sides 
of  the resort.

Charlotte Harbor 
Redevelopment Advisory 
Board members opposed the 
deal, saying it would mostly 
benefit the developer.

By 2019, however, Sunseeker 
had cut back on its planned 
development, down to three 
towers and no 1,000-foot pool, 
for instance. After saying the 
firm would build everything 
at once, Allegiant officials in-
stead phased in construction. 
They’re still interested in the 
Melbourne property, however.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

Charlotte commish 
debating waterfront future

What should 
happen to the 

Peace River spot 
across from 
Sunseeker?

SUN PHOTO BY BETSY CALVERT

The county owned Melbourne Street property has a peaceful 
waterfront looking at Punta Gorda’s eastern shore.

Johnson was not at the club when 
the shooting happened, but said the 
gunshots outside were not heard 
inside.

“It is my responsibility as the 
owner to keep a safe establishment 
for our patrons to come and enjoy,” 
Johnson posted on social media. 
“We will no longer be involved with 
the late-night scene.”

Management at the venue wanted 
to bring all genres to attract a wider 
audience, according to Lou Phoenix, 
who does some of  the booking for 
shows at Over the Bridge.

“Unfortunately we had a bad 
incident,” Phoenix said. “Nothing 
good happens after midnight.”

This is not the first shooting at 
School House Square, with another 
man shot in the parking lot in 2013.

Johnson, a US Army/Air Force 
veteran, purchased Over the Bridge 
in April 2019. He said the shooting 
could damage his business’s reputa-
tion but that he and his staff would 
push ahead.

Anyone with information may 
contact the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office at 941-639-0013 or 
submit an anonymous tip through 
their mobile app.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.com

BAR
FROM PAGE 1C
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ENGLEWOOD

Richard Muldrow Smith
Richard Muldrow Smith 

passed peacefully holding the 
hand of  his beloved wife, Molly, 

at their home in 
Englewood, Fla., 
in the pre-dawn 
hours of  Jan. 10, 
2020.

Born Sept. 2, 
1939, Mr. Smith 
was the son of  
Mary Muldrow 

Smith and Elmer Clyde Smith, 
and the brother of  James 
Douglas Smith. He graduated 
with a law degree from the 
University of  Arkansas in 1963, 
with high honors, first in his 
class. Richard’s law career en-
compassed a tenure as professor 
at UNC-CH School of  Law, part-
nership in Mayer, Brown & Platt 
and appointment as first director 
of  the Office of  Energy Policy by 
James Schlesinger during the 
Carter Administration.

Ever an adventurer, Richard 
left the practice of  law to become 
partner and CEO of  Little Creek 
Marina on Chesapeake Bay. 
In the years following sale of  
the marina, Richard and Molly 
shared their time between 
Asheville, N.C., and Florida’s 
Gulf  Coast. They loved the 
casual and eclectic Asheville 
lifestyle and enjoyed attending 
the Brevard Music Center’s 
renowned summer festival 
concerts.

Richard’s life was distin-
guished by an insatiable 
curiosity, his love of  a new 
project and his quiet and gentle 
spirit. He was a world traveler, 
photographer, scuba diver and 
climbed Denali at age 50! An 
artist, Richard designed and built 
fine furniture and loved classical 
music and cooking for close 
friends.

Richard is so missed by his 
wife Molly and sons, Steven 
Muldrow of  Arlington, Va., 
and Michael Chesley and wife 
Meghan of  Beijing, China; and 
two grandchildren, Alex and 
Sophie. He was formerly married 
to Sara Webb Smith.

Molly wishes to thank 
Richard’s caregivers, Teresa, 
Charlene, Tiara and Annmarie, 
for their gentle care and lov-
ing support. Thanks also to 
Howard’s Restaurant owners 
and staff for their many acts 
of  kindness through Richard’s 
illness.

Remembrance gatherings in 
Englewood and Asheville will 
follow cremation, to be scheduled 
after a quiet period of  rest and 
grieving. Memorials may be sent 
to Tidewell Hospice of  Sarasota 
County, Southern Poverty Law 
Center or Brevard Music Center.

NORTH PORT

Sue Anne Ruth
Sue Anne Ruth, 79, of  North 

Port, Fla., passed away on Jan. 
23, 2020. Arrangements are by 
the National Cremation Society, 
Port Charlotte, Fla.

PORT CHARLOTTE

Marlin Charles Long
Marlin Charles Long, 88, of  

Port Charlotte, Fla., passed away 
on Jan. 22, 2020, at Lee Memorial 

Hospital in Fort 
Myers, Fla.

Born on April 3, 
1931, in Paxinos, 
Pa., to the late 
John and Goldie 
Peifer Long, Mr. 
Long had served 
with the US Army. 

A resident of  Charlotte 
County for 20 years 
after coming from 
Lewisburg, Pa., he 

was a member of  Hope Lutheran 
Church.

Marlin loved the Florida life, 
hunting and fishing. He loved his 
RV and the time he spent travel-
ing around staying in touch with 
his family. He was a member of  
the American Legion and the 
VFW.

He is pre-deceased by his son, 
David Long, and five brothers. 
Survivors include his loving 
wife of  50 years, Dr. Margaret 
Jack Long; three sons, Richard 
(Patty) Long of  Kailua, Hawaii; 
Marlin and Steven Stock, both 
of  Pennsylvania; four grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchild.

Family will receive friends at 
10 a.m. (Wednesday) Jan. 29, 2020, 
until service time at 11 a.m. at 
Hope Lutheran Church, 14200 
Hopewell Ave., Port Charlotte, 
with the Rev. Jen Schaefer 
officiating. Interment follows at 
2:30 p.m. at Sarasota National 
Veterans Cemetery, with Army 
honors.

Englewood Community 

Funeral Home has been selected 
to handle arrangements. You 
may share a memory with the 
family at www.englewoodfh.com.

PUNTA GORDA

Ida “Mae” Fullerton
Ida “Mae” Fullerton, 73, of  

Punta Gorda, Fla., formerly of  
Sunbury, Pa., is “Flying with 

the Angels.” Mae 
entered into rest 
on Dec. 23, 2019, 
at Hospice in 
Arcadia, Fla., after 
a short fight with 
cancer.

In July 1984 she 
married the love of  

her life, Allen Walter Fullerton, 
who preceded her in death on 
Sept. 18, 2019.

Born on June 7, 1946, at 
Honey Grove, Pa., Ms. Mae 
was the daughter of  the late 
Rex Woodward and Ethel Click 
Woodward. She graduated in 
1965 from Tuscarora Valley 
High School, Port Royal, Pa. She 
worked for the Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania for 44 years, 
retiring to Florida in 2000.

Mae loved her Lord, angels, 
her family, Florida and NASCAR 
racing.

Mae is survived by her family 
in Pennsylvania, her brother, 
Robert (Ethel) Berry of  Honey 
Grove, Pa.; her sisters, Mary 
(Weldon) Romig of  Mifflintown, 
Pa., Lois (Rodney) Bates of  
Manheim, Pa., and Ruth 
(Charles) Erb of  Beavertown, Pa.; 
a stepdaughter, Kara Fullerton 
of  Herndon, Pa., and several 
nieces and nephews.

Special thanks to SWF Funeral 
and Cremation Services for pre-
paring our loved one for her final 
journey home. Interment will be 
at the discretion of  her family. 
Donations in her memory may be 
made to any VFW, of  which she 
volunteered much of  her time.

“We are each of  us angels with 
only one wing, and we can only 
fly by embracing one another.”

—Luciano De Crescenzo

Jane Shively
Jane Shively, 83, passed away 

peacefully in her Punta Gorda 
home surrounded by family on 

Jan. 19, 2020.
Ms. Shively was 

born on March 15, 
1936, at Methodist 
Hospital in 
Indianapolis to 
parents David 
and Zella (Bowen) 
Kiger. Jane 

grew up in Greenfield, Ind., 
and attended Greenfield High 
School, graduating in 1954. After 
graduation, she worked at Eli 
Lilly Pharmaceutical Co. in 
Indianapolis as an IBM operator.

In 1958, Jane married Ted 
Shively of  Indianapolis, whom 
she had met on a blind date. They 
happily celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary in March 
2018. They had two children, 
Beth and Scot.

As well as being a homemaker, 
Jane was also a volunteer for the 
hospital guild at Hancock County 
Memorial Hospital in Greenfield 
for 19 years. During her life she 
liked oil painting, knitting, col-
lecting fossils and seeds, travel, 
playing and watching tennis.

In 1989, Jane and Ted retired 
and moved to Palmetto, Fla. In 
1995, they began volunteering 
for Manatee County’s Habitat 
for Humanity. Jane helped to 
build 45 houses. In 2011, Jane 
and Ted moved to Punta Gorda 
to be closer to family members. 
Jane loved all animals but had 
a special place in her heart for 
cats. During her lifetime Jane 
had 40 cats. She loved to feed the 
squirrels and birds that visited 
her yard every day.

She loved living in sunny, 
warm Florida. She passed away 
on her favorite kind of  day—sun-
ny and 80 degrees. Jane was a 
loving wife, mother, mother-in-
law and grandmother. She will 
be greatly missed by her family 
and friends.

Jane was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Beth (2016), and 
her husband, Ted (2019). She is 
survived by her son, Scot Shively; 
daughter-in-law, Jill Shively; and 
granddaughter, Anne Shively, all 
of  Punta Gorda; and a grandson, 
Joseph Shively, a cadet at the US 
Navy Officer Candidate School in 
Rhode Island.

Her remains will be interred 
at Mansion Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Ellenton, Fla., next 
to her husband and mother.

Please visit kays-ponger.com to 
leave the family your thoughts, 
memories and condolences in the 
online guestbook.

OBITUARIES

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Despite 
liability concerns, the Punta 
Gorda City Council agreed 
to a partnership between 
the city and PicklePlex at 
Florida Southwestern State 
College for future phase two 
development of  the pickleball 
complex.

The sports complex in 
south Charlotte County 
currently has 16 courts open 
for the public and for use by 
regional and national tour-
naments. Phase two would 
bring in an additional 19 
courts, concession stands and 
restrooms for an estimated 
cost around $915,000.

“I think this shoots off a 
hundred red flags,” said Vice 
Mayor Lynne Matthews at 
Wednesday’s city council 
meeting. “I think the liabil-
ity for the city is enormous. 
People can sue people over 
anything (these days) and 
I’m very concerned about the 
liability to the city (with this 
partnership).”

PicklePlex representatives 
said that the city would not 
be liable for any actions at the 
facility.

“Responsibility for the 
management, liability 
insurance and maintenance 
of  the facility will be the sole 
responsibility of  PicklePlex,” 
said Gloria Riley, Pickleplex 
secretary and treasurer. “The 
city will not be responsible 
for any financial obligations.”

The other city council 
members did not feel the 
same as Matthews, however, 
and the partnership was 
approved 4 to 1.

The deal will allow the city 
to be considered owners of  
the second phase of  develop-
ment at the PicklePlex (26300 
Airport Road), but really only 

by name. The reason for the 
partnership is so the facility 
can request funding support 
from Charlotte County 
through its tourism develop-
ment tax revenue, or TDT, 
according to city documents.

TDT revenue can be used to 
construct a pickleball com-
plex if  the complex is owned 
and operated by a public 
entity, such as the city.

“If  the county uses tourism 
tax dollars to fund phase two, 
it can only be used if  there is 
a public ownership of  phase 
two improvements. That is 
why PicklePlex is coming 
to us,” said City Manager 
Howard Kunik. “They’re 
not asking the city for any 
dollars. They are asking for 
us to partner with them.”

Due to the complex’s posi-
tive economic impact with the 
current 16 courts, the majori-
ty of  the City Council was all 
in for the partnership.

“I see this as being able 
make us an international 
player in this (sport) and I 
think it’s a good thing for the 
city,” said Council Member 
Jaha Cummings.

“Even when there are tour-
naments, and I believe that 

the city can work something 
out with them, that if  they get 
19 more courts we will be able 
to keep some courts open for 
open play and I think that’s 
imperative,” said Council 
Member Debby Carey.

At the end of  December 
2019, the PicklePlex hosted 
the first-ever Pickleball World 
Championship.

The four-day event had 
an almost $758,000 economic 
impact on the county, accord-
ing to numbers provided by 
the Punta Gorda/Englewood 
Beach Visitor & Convention 
Bureau. More than 1,000 hotel 
room nights in the county 
were booked as a result of  the 
event.

The funding request still 
has to go before the county 
before any real development 
can take place.

The county is aware of  
the city’s approval of  the 
partnership, said County 
Communications Manager 
Brian Gleason, “but we have 
not been contacted regarding 
any future funding request (at 
this time).”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

In a pickle
Is a partnership of Punta Gorda  

and PicklePlex safe for the city? 

SUN FILE PHOTO

Pickleball under the lights at PicklePlex of Punta Gorda at 
Florida SouthWestern State College. The question is about 
a partnership city council has approved.

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — Pet 
owners have wondered for 
centuries what their beloved 
furballs do when they’re not 
watching.

Movies such as “The Secret 
Life of  Pets” and “Homeward 
Bound” have tried to give 
us a glimpse, with adorable 
commentary on the side, but 
science says our pets’ lives 
aren’t nearly as exciting. 

A 2011 study tracked 
the habits of  42 owned and 
feral cats roaming over 6,000 
acres at the southern edge 
of  Champaign and Urbana, 
neighboring cities in central 
Illinois, according to Science 
Daily.

As the scientists expected, 
feral cats had larger terri-
tories than domesticated 
cats — some as wide as 1,300 
acres — exploring both rural 
and urban sites.

Meanwhile, pet cats stayed 
very close to home, on 
average 4.9 acres, but still 
navigated “stoplights, parking 
lots” and even a softball field, 
according to researcher Jeff 
Horn, a former graduate 
student at the University of  
Illinois conducting this study 
for his master’s thesis.

“Some of  the cat owners 
were very surprised to learn 
that their cats were going that 
far,” Horn said. “That’s a lot 
of  backyards.”

The pet cats traversed 
outside their homes only 3% 
of  the time, spending the 
balance either sleeping or 
just having low activity. Feral 
cats, on the other hand, were 
active 14% of  the time.

But even feral cats liked to 
stay close to humans.

“Even feral cats were 
always within range of  a 
building,” said co-author 
Nohra Mateus-Pinilla, a 
wildlife veterinary epidemi-
ologist at the Illinois Natural 

History Survey. “That shows 
that even though they’re 
feral, they still have a level of  
dependency on us.”

This study was conducted 
by Horn and was originally 
published in “The Journal 
of  Wildlife Management” in 
2011. 

But technology is more on 
our side now than in 2011, 
with the invention of  pet 
cameras. To observe your 
own pet, the Animal Welfare 
League of  Charlotte County 
currently has 40 adoptable 
dogs, 45 cats and one pig.

The shelter at 3519 Drance 
St., in Port Charlotte is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday and 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday. The shelter is 
closed Mondays.

From 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursdays, all pets are 
half-off.

For the month of  January, 
the shelter is also doing half  
price for any pet that has 
been at the shelter longer 
than three months.

Prior to adoption, all 
animals are microchipped, 
spayed or neutered, de-
wormed, tested for heart-
worm and are current with 
their shots, including rabies.

ADOPTION FEES FOR DOGS:
• Adults larger than 25 

pounds: $130
• Adults smaller than 25 

pounds: $220
• Puppies that will be larger 

than 25 pounds: $160
• Puppies that are going to 

be smaller than 25 pounds: 
$220

• Dogs older than 7 years are 
half-off

ADOPTION FEES FOR CATS:
• Older than 6 months: $75
• Kittens: $100
• FIV and FeLV positive: $45
• Cats older than 7 years are 

half-off
To view available pets, visit 

www.AWLShelter.org/Adopt 
or call 941-625-6720.

Email: liz.hardaway@
yoursun.com

Pets of the week: What does your 
cat do when you’re not looking? 

Shocker: Stick close to home, snooze  

or goof off, navigate stoplights

Shadow is a 13-year-old 
declawed cat looking for a 
wonderful home. He was an 
owner surrender brought to 
the Animal Welfare League 
last week.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Momma Dog is a 2-year-old 
mixed breed. She is playful 
and loves toys.

We want to hear 
from you! 
Have a fun adoption story? 

Have a question you’d like 

answered by a vet? Want to 

know why your pet acts that 

way?

Email Liz.Hardaway@

YourSun.com and you could 

be featured in next week’s 

pet column.
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We run birthday announcements with a photo in 
Sunday’s Sun. Email your photo, along with the 
name, age, and birth date, to newstips@yoursun.com.

Happy birthday to 
Brenda Day, who turned 
73 on Jan. 16.

Happy birthday to 
Jennie Jenkins, turning 
73 on Jan. 30.

Happy birthday to 
Janine Schmitt, who will 
be 70 on Jan. 27, and to 
Ken Schmitt, who will 
be 80 on Jan. 31.

Happy birthday to Rita 
Dickie, who turned 76 
on Jan. 11.

Happy 80th birthday 
to Edward Repose on 
Feb. 3.

Happy 96th birthday to 
Ella May Covey on Feb 1.

Happy 75th birthday to 
Helen Martin-Havel on 
her special day, Jan 26.

Happy birthday to 
Andrea Lazazo on Jan. 
26. She will be 40.

Happy birthday to 
Andrew Barrett, who 
turned 38 on Jan. 25.

Happy birthday to 
Derek Wachowski, 
turning 13 on Jan. 28.

Happy birthday to Dan 
Moreno, who turned 59 
on Jan. 8.

Happy 6th birthday 
to Lainey Halzack on 
Jan. 29.

 BIRTHDAYS WEEKLY RECORD
CHARLOTTE COUNTY MARRIAGES

David Allen Potter, of  Brutus, 
Mich., and June Ellen Heilman, of  
Brutus, Mich.

Dustin Alexander Ulrich, of  
Oregon, Ohio, and Louise Michelle 
Smyth, of  Oregon, Ohio.

Michael Francis Drake, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Patricia Ann Abee, 
of  Port Charlotte.

Gabrielle Nicole Nappi, of  Punta 
Gorda, and Elliott Maxwell Dull, of  
Punta Gorda.

Stephany Lee Chacaltana, of  
North Port, and Ruben Romeo 
Rafuls, of  Cape Coral.

Joseph Michael Faciane, of  
Punta Gorda, and Lea Marie 
Mackenzie, of  Fort Myers.

Erin Priscilla Rodriguez, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Cesar Eli Tojin Tiu, 
of  Port Charlotte.

Sheena Marie Karns, of  Punta 
Gorda, and Michael James Griffin, 
of  Punta Gorda.

Glenn Curtis Tucker, of  
Englewood, and Lorraine Marie 
Rattai, of  Englewood.

Heather Lynne Wagner, of  Port 
Charlotte, and James Michael 

Krulewicz, of  Port Charlotte.
Jodie Lynn Wheatley, of  Punta 

Gorda, and Troy Justin Gemmell, 
of  Punta Gorda.

Briana Jessica Caniff, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Jaymz Christopher 
Michaud, of  Port Charlotte.

Henry Jose Torralvo, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Maria Aburto 
Aburto, of  Port Charlotte.

Bruce Barnes Armstrong, of  
Punta Gorda, and Gail Louise 
Olsen, of  Punta Gorda.

Racheal Michelle Sawyer, of  
Punta Gorda, and Thomas John 
Deroche, of  Punta Gorda.

Pamela Dawn Bennett, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Robert Wayne 
Johnson, of  Port Charlotte.

Calista Elizabeth Wolfe, of  North 
Port, and Hunter Thomas Eaton, of  
North Port.

Alexander Joseph Shrilla, 
of  Venice, and Melissa Dawn 
Mussone, of  Rotonda West.

Randall Scott Ruppert, of  
Rotonda West, and Clarisel Toledo 
Solis, of  Rotonda West.

Christina Nicolle Harkins, of  
Punta Gorda, and Melvin Gene 

Thurman, of  Punta Gorda.
Darren James Butterfield, of  

Punta Gorda, and Amanda Dawn 
Bowe, of  Punta Gorda.

Troy Albert Spalding, of  Punta 
Gorda, and Nichole Ann Allen, of  
Punta Gorda.

Leonard Carlton White, of  Port 
Charlotte, and Carolyn Lynette 
Williams, of  Lehigh Acres.

Nathaniel Robert Ephraim 
McDuffie, of  Port Charlotte, and 
Anna Noel Coldiron, of  Port 
Charlotte.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY DIVORCES
Timothy Jacob Adams v. Sharee 

Yvonne Adams
Melissa Michelle Azbell v. 

Vincent Edward Azbell
Nancy Ann Bertucci v. Anthony 

Thomas Bertucci
Darnell J. Edmund v. Cindy 

Edmund
Tory Lynn Magnan v. Adam 

John Magnan
Kelly D. Morgani v. Matthew J. 

Morgani
Dee Ann Roberts v. Wayne R. 

Roberts

 TODAY’S COMMUNITY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 

Sonrise Baptist 
Church Sunday 
Worship Services
SONRISE BAPTIST CHURCH, 

ENGLEWOOD

Sonrise Baptist Church in 

Englewood, FL invites you 

to join us for our morning 

worship which includes 

Sunday School for all ages at 

9 a.m., worship at 10:15 a.m., 

and an evening service at 6 

p.m. If you are looking for a 

church that loves God and 

each other, and welcomes 

visitors, this is the church for 

you. For information, visit our 

web page or call 475-5363 8 

a.m. Free.

Amvets Post 2000 
Breakfast
AMVETS POST 2000, WARM 

MINERAL SPRINGS

Enjoy the Best Breakfast 

in Town 8-11am Only $7 

including Beverage 8-11 a.m., 

(941) 426-7441

Faith Lutheran Sunday 
worship
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ROTONDA, ROTONDA

Join Faith Lutheran as the 

Faith family worships at 

8:30 and also at 10:30 every 

Sunday. All are invited to 

attend traditional worship 

lead by the Rev. Dr. Brian 

Armen in a welcoming 

church where special music 

is offered at most services.  

Faith’s slogan of Listening, 

Caring and Serving is put into 

action all week long. Come 

see for yourself! 8:30-10:30 

a.m. Free , (941) 697-3313

Fellowship Church 
Sunday Worship 
Services
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH OF 

ENGLEWOOD WORSHIP CENTER , 

ENGLEWOOD

Fellowship Church of 

Englewood has two Worship 

Services on Sundays at 8:30 

& 10:30 a.m. at our Worship 

Center at 140 Rotonda 

Blvd. W. in Rotonda. Come 

hear Pastor Garry Clark & 

Fellowship Band & Praise 

Singers in both services.  

Nursery & Children’s 

programs are available. 

Complimentary Coffee & 

Donuts are served at the 

Hospitality Cafe at 8:30-11:45 

a.m. Free , (941) 475-7447, 

fcenglewood.com

Brown Family Concert 
At Fellowship Church
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH OF 

ENGLEWOOD WORSHIP CENTER , 

ENGLEWOOD

Fellowship Church would like 

invite you to come and hear 

the Brown Family Singers in 

concert on Sunday, Jan. 26th.  

They will be performing two 

full free concerts at 8:30 

am & 10:30 am Worship 

Services. Fellowship Church 

is located at 140 Rotonda 

Blvd. W. in  Rotonda.  Free 

refreshments will be served 

at 9:45a.m. 8:30-11:45 a.m. 

Free, (941) 475-7447

Faith Lutheran 
Rotonda Worship
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ROTONDA WEST, ROTONDA

Sunday worship at 8:30 and 

10:30 a.m.  All are welcome 

to worship with the Faith 

Family.  Communion offered 

at all services as well as 

special music either  choir, 

chimes  or organ.. Come and 

worship and listen to special 

messages at a congregation 

that Listens, Cares and 

Serves. www.alivingfaith.org 

941-697-3313. 8:30-10:30 

a.m. Free, (941) 697-3313

Amvets Post 312 - 
Sunday Breakfast
AMVETS POST 312, NORTH PORT

Come support our Veterans! 

We will be serving a delicious 

made to order breakfast for 

$8 per person.  Eggs, Bacon, 

Pancakes, Toast, and other 

items available.  Served with 

juice and coffee.  Breakfast 

on the water is a great way to 

start your Sunday morning! 

8:30-11 a.m. $8  (941) 

429-5403, amvetspost312.

org

Register Now for 5th 
Annual Grief Seminar
NORTH PORT COMMUNITY 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST , 

NORTH PORT

Register now for 5th Annual 

Grief Seminar, held on Sat, 

Feb 1st from 8:30-2:30 pm at 

The North Port Community 

United Church of Christ, 

3450 S.Biscayne. Brkft and 

lunch are served.  Please 

bring a framed photo of your 

loved one as we will light a 

candle in their memory.  Rev 

Attila Szemesi leads this 

interactive seminar  designed 

to provide support  8:30 

a.m.-12 p.m. Free, (941) 

426-5580

History Park Farmers 
Market
HISTORY PARK, PUNTA GORDA

History Park Farmers Market 

runs every Sunday from 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. rain 

or shine.  Located at the 

History Park, 501 Shreve 

St, Punta Gorda, FL.  Local 

Fresh Produce, Baked Goods, 

Food Vendors, Unique Gifts 

and More! Find our latest 

events and calendar at www.

historyparkmarket.com 

9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free , (941) 

639-1887, historyparkmarket.

com

Featured Events
Spaghetti Dinner
TICKETS ON SALE NOW.  CALL 941-426-1734 to reserve 

yours now.  We ran out last month and want you to get 

yours. A delicious spaghetti dinner fundraiser hosted 

by Trinity United Methodist Church of North Port will 

be held Tuesday, February 11, 2020, from 4:30 pm to 

6:00 pm.  The church is located at 4285 Wesley Lane in 

North Port, FL.   Spaghetti dinners are held the second 

Tuesday of each month through April.  For questions 

please call the church office at 941 426 1734.$9.00 

gets you Spaghetti, Cheese Toast, Salad, Drink, and 

Dessert!

Monthly Meeting of Secular Community of 
SWFL
The monthly meeting of the Secular Community of 

Southwest Florida will take place between 3 and 5 p.m. 

on Sunday, January 26 our new meeting place located 

at Charlotte County Dems, 3596 Tamiami Trail Unit 

#102, Port Charlotte.  In addition to our annual board 

election, John Wright will speak about Transactional 

Analysis, a psychoanalytic method of understanding 

behavior, especially social interactions.  The event is 

open to the public.  If you have any questions, contact 

Barb Hazlett at 414-801-8163

Free Trust and Investment Seminars
Charlotte State Bank & Trust is offering a trio of free 

trust and investment seminars at its Murdock branch 

office: “Are You Prepared With a Will or Trust?” on 

Tuesday, Jan. 28; “Are You Prepared to Learn the True 

Costs of Your Investments?” on Wednesday, Jan. 29; 

and “Are You Prepared for Changes in Your Health?” 

on Thursday, Jan. 30. Seating is limited, so visit any 

bank office or contact Ashley Bruce at 941-235-5110 

or rsvp@csbtfl.com to reserve your seat. The Murdock 

branch is at 1100 Tamiami Trail.

Free Trust and Investment Seminars
Charlotte State Bank & Trust is offering a trio of free 

trust and investment seminars at its Punta Gorda 

branch office: “Are You Prepared With a Will or Trust?” 

on Tuesday, Feb. 4; “Are You Prepared to Learn the True 

Costs of Your Investments?” on Wednesday, Feb. 5; 

and “Are You Prepared for Changes in Your Health?” on 

Thursday, Feb. 6. Seating is limited, so visit any bank 

office or contact Ashley Bruce at 941-235-5110 or 

rsvp@csbtfl.com to reserve your seat. The Punta Gorda 

branch is at 2331 Tamiami Trail.

“Speak for the Trees”
Jan. 28, 6:30-8:00 PM. Morgan Family Center, 6207 W. 

Price. Blvd. North Port. Membership drive for People for 

Trees, a non-profit native tree advocacy group in North 

Port since 1997. Receive a free tree and a personalized 

Florida-friendly landscape consultation for your own 

yard. Learn about the volunteer opportunities available 

i.e. tree plantings, school gardens, and annual events 

that promote the benefits of our native tree canopy. 

Powerpoint and discussion to follow, “What can be done 

to protect our tree canopy?” (941)468-2486

Yesterday: A Tribute To The Beatles 
Benefit Concert
FOR THE CHARLOTTE CHORALE SUNDAY JAN 26 4 

p.m. From Las Vegas and endorsed by Paul McCartney 

and Ringo Starr  “YESTERDAY” is a spellbinding 

enactment of the best-loved pop group in the history 

of modern music. The show is rich in memories, 

with superior showmanship, flawless voices, and 

exceptional musical abilities. Charlotte Harbor Event 

and Conference Center at 941-833-5444 Ticket Prices 

range from $35 to $51.

WANT YOUR EVENT IN THIS BOX?
If you want your event to appear in this “Featured 

Events” box, the cost is $10 a day and your listing can 

have no more than 400 characters. For the “Featured 

Events” listing, send your wording and your contact 

information to calendar@YourSun.com at least two 

business days before you want it published. You will be 

contacted.

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

View All Events in our Online Calendar
You can view or add your events at www.YourSun.com/calendar. (Look for the black “Add Event” button on the right.) 

There is no charge to add your events to the calendar. Just check the “Free” button when you fill out the form for your 

event. You will be asked to register before you can enter your event. If you want your event to appear in the “Featured 

Events” box that is published on this page, the cost is $10 a day and your listing can have no more than 400 characters. 

For the “Featured Events” listing, send your wording and your contact information to calendar@YourSun.com at least 

two business days before you want it published.
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Purchase         or more kitchen 
appliances and get package 
discounts and big rebates!

SALE!
$449$$444444449999
GDF530PGMWW

Built-in  
Dishwasher
Dry Boost™, 

Dedicated Silver-
ware Jets, Steam  
Prewash, Nylon 

Racks, Sanitize Cycle

24 “ Top Control 
StormWash Tall 
Tub Dishwasher, 

Fingerprint Resistant 
Stainless Steel with 
AutoRelease Dry, 

48 dBa

24” Full Console 
Dishwasher

True
Convection

30” Freestanding 
Electric Range

6.2 cu.ft Oven, True 
Convection

SALE!
$8998999

LRE3194ST

SALE!
$549$$55554449999

JB645RKSS

30” Freestanding 
Range 
5.3 cu.ft.

SALE!
$599559999

NE59M4320SS

30” Freestanding 
Electric Range
3 Preset Options,
 Warming Center

SALE!
$449$444444449999

WHITE SHE3AR72UC

SALE!
$549$555544449999

STAINLESS SH3AR75UC

SALE!
$549$$555544449999

DW80R5060US

1.8 cu.ft. 1,000w  
over-range microwave

ME18H704SFS

22.1 cu.ft. 
Counter Depth 
French Door 
Refrigerator

Quiet 48 dBA

H 693/4” x W 353/4” x D 311/4”

LFXC22526S

LRE3083ST

LDF5545STConvection

30” Self-Cleaning 
Slide-In range

2.0 cu.ft. 1,000w  
over-range microwave

H 707/8” x W 357/8” x D 311/2”

Convection
KRFC704FSS

KSEG700ESS

KMHS120ESS

H 683/5”“ x W 353/4” x D 361/2”

36” 25 cu.ft.  
Side by Side 
Refrigerator

RS25J500DSR

48dBA sound level

DW80R5060US

Freestanding 
Range

NE59M6630SS

Convection

2.0 cu.ft. Over-the-Range 
Microwave Oven

LMV2031ST

Save
$2,003!

Save
$1,735!

save
$2,167!

Stainless Steel Tub 
Built-in Stainless 

Dishwasher

KDTM354ESS

23.8 cu.ft. 
French Door 
Refrigerator

Counter-Depth

Counter-Depth

REBATE

REBATE

MSRP: $8,297

MSRP: $4,849

SALE

SALE

$6,130

$3,114

AFTER $200 
MAIL-IN REBATE

AFTER $345 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Convection Oven 
for Superior 

Results

3-Tray 
Dispensers

® Copyright Bill Smith, Inc. 2020. All rights reserved. *See store for details. Finance offers available to approved applicants on retail sales only. Minimum or equal payments required. †Price Match Guarantee does not apply to internet quotes, companies in bankruptcy, outlet stores, warehouse-type reduced service companies, early-bird specials, limited time offers or 
limited quantity items. If you find an identical model in a carton from a local stocking dealer we will refund the difference. Factory rebates elegible on applicable models only. No dealers. Closeout specials in limited quantities. All models not at all locations. Prices valid through 1/26/20. Manufacturer rebates valid through date of Ad. See store for additional details.

 Family Owned & Operated since 1954
 141 1st Place Reader’s Choice Awards
 Lowest Price Guaranteed

12-Months No-Interest Financing
 Largest Brand Selection
 Company Owned Service Center

est. 1954
 Expert Advice. Always the Best Price BILL SMITH SERVICE 

CENTER 
Toll-free  800.226.1127 
Lee  239.334.1121

APPLIANCE PARTS 
Toll-free  888.229.3862

27” 4.5 cu. ft. Front 
Load Washer

27” 7.4 cu. ft. 
Electric Dryer

SALE!
$649$$646464646499999

DRYER DVE50R5400W

H 697/8“ x W 353/4” x D 311/4”H 70“ x W 356/8” x D 31”

27.7 cu.ft. French Door Refrigerator36” 4 Door Refrigerator w/Twin Cooling Plus

 25.5 cu. ft. French Door Refrigerator 25.4 cu.ft. Side by Side Refrigerator

27” 5.0 cu. ft. Top Load 
Washer 

27” 7.4 cu.ft. 
Capacity Electric 

Dryer

H 70” x W 353/4” x D 355/8” H 691/2“ x W 353/4” x D 321/4”

SALE!
$2,79922,,,779999

PYE22KSKSS

27” 4.2 cu. ft. Top Load 
Washer

27” 6.2 cu. ft. Capacity 
Electric Dryer

SALE!
$479$$474747474799999

WASHER GTW335ASN

SALE!
$479$$474747474799999

DRYER GTX33EASKWW

MATCHING 
DRYER

MATCHING 
DRYER

MATCHING 
DRYER

SALE!
$1,299

RF260BEAESG

SALE!
$1,099

GSS25GSHSS

SALE!
$649$646464649999

WASHER WA50R5400AW

Deep Rinse

Counter-Depth

Counter-Depth

FlexZone Drawer

SALE!
DRYER DLE3500W

$799

SALE!
$799777999999

WASHER WM3500CW

6Motion™ 
Technology

Sensor 
Dry

H 697/8” x W 353/4” x D 351/4”H 697/8” W 353/4” D 351/4”

27.7 cu.ft. Bottom Mount 
Refrigerator

PFE28KSKSS

Tall Tub Dishwasher 
with Fully Integrated 

ControlsConvection

PDP715SYN
PB911SJSS

Steam Self-Clean
5 Smoothtop Elements

2.1 cu.ft. 1,050w  
over-range microwave

PVM9005SJSS

Save
$1,952! REBATE

SALE

AFTER $400 
MAIL-IN REBATE

MSRP: $5,718

$3,766

SALE!
$2,19922,,1999

RF24R7201SR

CoolSelect 

Pantry™

75”LED 65”LED 55”LED 50”LED 43”LED

4k Ultra HD

 

SALE! SALE!SALE!

SALE! SALE!

65”  $599 55”  $44975”  $1,099

50”  $349 43”  $329

5  5   59595999
UN65RU7100F

5    44444499
UN55RU7100F

1,1,1,,09090999
UN75RU7100F

0  0   34343 99
UN50RU7100F

3  3   32329
UN43RU7100F

SALE! SALE!49”  $339 43”  $299
49UM7300 43UM7300

SSSSSSSSSALE! SALE!49” $339 43” $299

t Ad i Al th B

4K UHD HDR Smart TV w/AI ThinQ

55”LED

65”LED

49”LED

43”LED

SALE! 55”  $399
55UM7300

SALE! 65”  $549
65UM7300

141 Voted Best Place to Buy!
1st Place Reader’s Choice Awards!

Just North of 
Cochran Blvd.

941.624.5555

Port Charlotte 
Murdock Plaza

Look for the big 

1700 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

Monday-Saturday 
9:30am-6pm, 

Sun 11am-6pm

est. 1954

Appliances & Electronics

Celebrating 66 years of serving SW Florida!

REBATE

MSRP: $4,099

SALE
$2,096

AFTER $232 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Anniversary

Sale!66th

Founders
Bill & Mary Alice Smith

Steam 
Sanitize+, 

Sensor Dry



PAGE 8C SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
COMMUNITY NEWS EDITOR

ENGLEWOOD — Hundreds 
flocked to the 33rd annual 
Englewood Bank & Trust 
Invitational Art Festival Saturday. 
The show continues today from 10 
a.m to 5 p.m. at the bank, 1111 S. 
McCall Road, Englewood.

Artists feature everything from 
handmade jewelry to large, original 
oil paintings, colorful sculptures, 
hand-forged jewelry, acrylics, 
watercolors, pottery, photography, 
printmaking and glass. Artists were 
invited by longtime artist Carroll 
Swayze to be a part of  the show. 
Food and refreshments will be 
available.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.com

Straight to the art of it
33rd annual family-friendly festival runs though Sunday

James Klinger of Ohio shows one of his ceramics sold at the 
art show.

Ginhol Mosaics owner Holly Apperson of Safety Harbor 
makes guitars, violins and ukuleles out of repurposed 
bicycles and glass. Recently six of her guitars were 
purchased as decor at Ruth Eckerd Hall in Clearwater.

SUN PHOTOS BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

The art show continues from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today.

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
COMMUNITY NEWS EDITOR

NORTH PORT — Those wanting to help earthquake 
victims in Puerto Rico can donate to Hope for Puerto 
Rico at New Hope Church, 5600 S Biscayne Drive, 
North Port.

Following intense earthquakes this month, residents 
in Yauco, Puerto Rico, desperately need supplies. 
Doctors are operating in parking lots outside of  
hospitals that are unsafe, according to health agency 
offi  cials on the ground.

Supplies needed include diapers, toiletries, baby 
wipes, cleaning and camping supplies, blankets, socks 
and tarps. A container is being fi lled and will be 
delivered to Puerto Rico next week. Cash donations 
would help cover taxes on the container.

For more information, call Angela Berard at 
941-525-4934.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.com

Sending hope to Puerto Rico earthquake victims

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

From left: Arqui Ruiz, Larry Grant, Allison Allie Forrest, Cheryl Forrest, Michael Forrest and Angela Berard 
show donations collected for Hope for Puerto Rico.
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News of  the catastrophic bushfires 
in Australia has been heartbreaking 
and disturbing. Since September 2019, 
an estimated 25.5 million acres have 
burned, at least 29 people have been 
killed, and an estimated one billion 
animals and plants are feared to have 
perished including an estimated 25,000 
koalas. Bushfires are an annual event 
in Australia and the season is typically 
October to May but this season’s 
devastation is unprecedented.

Images and videos of  kangaroos 
and koalas injured and killed by the 
bushfires have flooded my social media 
feeds and top news reports, making me 
feel sad and helpless. Recently, I have 
seen uplifting stories of  dogs rescuing 
injured koalas and teenagers filling a 
car full of  the marsupials to take them 
to rehabilitation centers on Kangaroo 
Island.

Being more than 9,000 miles away, 
I wondered what I can do to help 
the wildlife impacted by Australia’s 
bushfires. I also wanted to learn 
more about koalas and get up close 
to one. A quick Google search led me 
to ZooTampa and their Koala Photo 
Encounter.

LOCAL AMBASSADORS
Heathcliff and his female companion, 

Ceduna, are ambassadors for their 
species. The encounter allows visitors 
to ask zoo staff questions and get a 
little closer to a koala. One of  the 
tidbits of  information I learned was 
koalas only eat leaves from certain 
types of  eucalyptus. Specifically, they 
only eat the tips because that is where 
the most sugar is found. Although this 
is the most nutritious part of  the leaf, 
the value is minimal. Eucalyptus is 
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On a recent sunny Sunday morning Heathcliff, the 
Queensland koala, sat in his perch munching on 
the tips of  fresh eucalyptus leaves. He surveyed his 

surroundings and appeared unfazed by the half-dozen humans 
in his open-air sun yard. It was probably a typical Sunday for 
him at ZooTampa at Lowery Park.

“Look at Heathcliff,” the zoo photographer instructed. 
Doing as I was told for a perfect Instagram post, the 9-year-old 
marsupial briefly locked eyes with me before looking away. He 
could not be bothered with this photo shoot.

Spending  
Koal-ity Time  

with marsupials  
at ZooTampa

Learn about rescue and conservation 

efforts for a variety of species

SUN PHOTO BY JENNIFER A. HUBER

Heathcliff, the Queensland koala, sits in his perch munching on the tips of fresh eucalyptus leaves at ZooTampa at Lowery.

TAMPA BAY TIMES

Ceduna is a first-time mother and Sydney is the first koala born at ZooTampa. 
These koalas are part of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ Species 
Survival Plan.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
ZooTampa at Lowery Park: Open 

9:30 a.m. — 5 p.m. Daily. 1101 W. 

Sligh Ave., Tampa. Admission ranges 

from $26.95-$39.95. Parking is free. 

813- 935-8552 and www.zootampa.org.

Koala Photo Encounter: ZooTampa 

offers this weekends and select 

weekdays. It is recommended to book 

in advance and can be done online 

at https://zootampa.org/encounters. 

Cost is in addition to the zoo’s entrance 

fee and varies depending on the 

day and ranges from $10 — $15 for 

ZooTampa members and $20 — $25 for 

non-members. The fee includes a printed 

photo of you and Heathcliff.

On TV: “Secrets of the Zoo: Tampa” airs at 

9 p.m. Sundays on Nat Geo WILD.

HOW TO HELP
There are several organizations assisting 

wildlife injured and/or orphaned by the 

Australian bushfires. Some include:

Zoos Victoria: Bushfire Emergency 

Wildlife Fund, www.zoo.org.au/fire-fund

NSW Wildlife Information, Rescue 
and Education Service Inc.: 
www.wires.org.au

Australia Zoo Wildlife Warriors 
Hospital: This zoo is owned by Terri Irwin, 

wife of the late Steve Irwin, the Crocodile 

Hunter. https://wildlifewarriors.org.au/

support/united-states

JENNIFER HUBER
Columnist

SEE KOALAS, 2D

adno=3732763-1
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toxic to most other animals but 
the koala’s digestive system can 
safely process them. Digestion 
consumes energy and because 
the leaves provide minimal 
nutritional value, koalas can 
sleep up to 22 hours a day. 
They consume the equivalent 
of  a head a lettuce a day and 
the ZooTampa koalas eat 
eucalyptus grown in Southwest 
Florida.

Heathcliff arrived at 
ZooTampa in 2014 and Ceduna 
arrived in 2015. Together, they 
had a joey (baby koala) named 
Sydney, who was born about a 
year ago. Ceduna is a first-time 
mother and Sydney is the first 
koala born at this institution. 
These koalas are part of  
the Association of  Zoos and 
Aquariums’ Species Survival 
Plan. This program ensures 
survival of  specific species in 
aquariums and zoos and seeks 
ways to enhance conservation 
of  these species in the wild.

When born, Sydney was 
about the size of  a jellybean 
and climbed his way up into his 
mother’s pouch. Today, he is at 
least two-thirds the size of  her.

ONLY ON LOAN
Interestingly, all koalas in the 

United States and elsewhere, 
belong to Australia and are on 
loan from that nation. Because 
of this, there are restrictions 
on who can touch, handle, and 
interact with them and for how 
long. During the ZooTampa photo 
encounter, there is no touching 
Heathcliff, visitors need to stay at 
least three feet away, and cameras 
cannot be put in front of his face. 
The encounter lasts about 30 
minutes.

You can assist wildlife impacted 
from Australia’s bushfires by 
donating to Zoos Victoria. The 
not-for-profit established the 
Bushfire Emergency Wildlife 
Fund and will use donations 
for habitat restoration, building 
space for new patients, extra vet 
training, and supplementary 
feeding for animals in the burned 
areas.

In addition to the bushfires, 
habitat fragmentation, feral 
cats, domestic dogs, and cars 
also threaten koalas. The Tampa 
zoo’s participation in the Species 
Survival Plan is helping ensure 
the koala’s survival.

OTHER EFFORTS
The koalas are just one 

example of  ZooTampa’s success 
stories. Earlier this month, an 
endangered white rhino was 
born as part of  the Species 
Survival Plan. Last year, the zoo 
successfully bred and released 
threatened Florida indigo 
snakes.

The zoo also is home to the 
David A. Straz, Jr. Manatee 
Critical Care Center which has 
provided critical care to more 
than 400 wild manatees and 
release of  258 since 1991. It is 
one of  the state’s top facilities 
for rehabilitating endangered 
species like Florida panthers. 
The Catherine Lowry Straz 
Veterinary Hospital is the only 
veterinary facility inside a zoo 
accredited by the American 
Animal Hospital Association.

IN THE TV SPOTLIGHT
These are some of  the zoo’s 

accomplishments which most 
likely helped it land on Nat Geo 
WILD’s television show, “Secrets 
of  the Zoo: Tampa.” It is a six-
part series offering an authentic 
look behind the scenes of  the 
nonprofit organization. Joyful 
moments are celebrated, such as 
Heathcliff, Ceduna, and Sydney 
and the koala keepers featured 
in episode one. But the realities 
of  aging animals are addressed, 
too. Season two is currently 
being filmed.

More than 1,300 animals live 
within the zoo’s 56 acres and 
range from stingrays to macaws 
and Bornean orangutans to 
African elephants. The zoo has 
the feel of  a small theme park 
without the hefty price tag. 
Activities are perfect for children 
and adults, like the Tasmanian 
Tiger Coaster, Roaring Springs 
(a flume-type ride), Macaw 
Flyover, and Expedition Africa 
Safari Tram Ride. It is also a 
photographer’s dream with 
residents living in landscaped 
habitats.

Learning and seeing the good 
ZooTampa is doing for koalas 
and other species warmed my 
heart. It also provided me with 
a renewed perspective of  zoos 
and their role in the world. 
Most zoos and aquariums 
are not attractions to exhibit 
animals for humans to gawk. 
Zoos and aquariums are 
institutions showing us why 
we should care for the world’s 
animals and lands, whether 
they are in our backyard or 
15 time zones away. They 
also help us understand how 
we, the animals, and lands, 
are all interconnected. When 
appreciate what we love, we are 
motivated to protect it. During a 
time when we are realizing our 
impact on the world, a trip to 
the zoo can help us understand 
our global role and how what 
we do at home can make a 
difference.

KOALAS: ZooTampa rehabilitates many endangered animals
FROM PAGE 1D

KOALA FACTS

Name: It’s believed 

that the koala gets 

its name from an 

Aboriginal word, which 

means ‘no drink’. 

Koalas get most of 

their moisture from the 

leaves they eat, and 

barely drink water.

Where they are 
found: Koalas live 

primarily in forests and 

woodlands dominated 

by eucalyptus in 

Australia.

Not bears: Koalas are 

mammals with round, 

fuzzy ears, but they 

are not bears. They’re 

members of a group of 

pouched animals called 

marsupials.

Territorial: Both males 

and females can be 

territorial and display 

a range of behaviors to 

establish dominance or 

initiate breeding. They 

use scent marking – 

either with urine or 

with a scent gland in 

the chest of males 

or with vocalizations 

ranging from grunts, 

snarls, wails, groans, 

and bellows.

Joeys: After a 33-36 

day gestation period, 

the koala gives birth to 

an embryo the size of 

a jellybean. The ‘joey’ 

then makes the journey 

to mom’s pouch where 

it continues to develop 

for about 6 months. In 

the beginning, joeys 

are blind and earless 

so they rely on their 

natural instinct plus 

strong sense of touch 

and smell to find their 

way from the birth 

canal to its mother’s 

pouch.

Diet: Koalas mostly 

eat eucalyptus. Out 

of over 600 kinds of 

eucalyptus, koalas 

prefer to feed on less 

than 20% of them. 

Koalas use their sense 

of smell to find the 

least toxic leaves, 

even within the same 

branch.

Digestion: While 

eucalyptus leaves are 

poisonous to most 

animals, a koala’s 

digestive tract has 

special bacteria 

that breaks down 

toxic compounds 

and flushes them 

out quickly. This is 

important because it 

is also the reason why 

koalas are hard to treat 

for different infections.

Energy: Because of 

their low calorie diet, 

koalas save their 

energy by moving 

occasionally and often 

sleeping more than 20 

hours a day.

Vulnerable: This 

iconic Australian 

species is vulnerable to 

extinction because of 

habitat loss to human 

homes, forest fires and 

droughts. Conservation 

efforts have increased 

awareness and legal 

protection of this 

marsupial.

See some: While only 

zookeepers are allowed 

to touch koalas, 

ZooTampa is one of two 

places in the U.S. to 

offer the chance to get 

close to koalas!

COURTESY OF ZOOTAMPA AT 

LOWERY PARK

SUN PHOTO BY JENNIFER A. HUBER

ZooTampa is home to the David A. Straz, Jr. Manatee Critical Care Center which has provided critical care to more than 400 wild 
manatees and release of 258 since 1991.

ZOOTAMPA AT LOWERY

ZooTampa is one of the state’s top facilities for rehabilitating 
endangered species such as Florida panthers.

CAROLYN COLE/LOS ANGELES TIMES

Two injured koalas wait for treatment at the Kangaroo Island 
Wildlife Park in Australia where volunteers and staff are working 
to save as many koalas and other animals possible. Bushfires have 
destroyed more than 25 million acres and killed an estimated 
one billion animals.

Jennifer Huber is the founder and voice behind the award-winning blog 
SoloTravelGirl.com where she celebrates traveling alone, not lonely.
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By CHUCK BARNEY
THE MERCURY NEWS

In “Star Trek: Picard” 
— on CBS All Access — 
Patrick Stewart reprises 
his iconic role as Jean-Luc 
Picard, a character he 
played for seven seasons 
on “Star Trek: The Next 
Generation” and in four 
feature films.

It almost didn’t happen. 
Stewart, who hadn’t 
played Picard since the 
2002 movie “Star Trek: 
Nemesis,” long resisted a 
return, believing he had 
completed his job as one 
of the franchise’s most 
popular captains.

But he changed his mind 
after reading a lengthy 
proposal put together 
by Berkeley author (and 
diehard “Trek” devotee) 
Michael Chabon, Alex 
Kurtzman and a few 
others. Now he’s on board 
for a possible three-season 
run. (The show already 
has been renewed for a 
second season).

Stewart recently 
appeared at the Television 
Critics Association press 
tour, where he fielded 
questions during a panel 
session. The following 
responses were edited for 
clarity and length:

What was it like to step back 
into costume all these years 
later?

Well, I only appear very 
briefly in my uniform, and 
this was another one of  
the rather presumptuous 
conditions that I laid down 
(to producers). I didn’t 
want to wear a uniform in 
this, because I felt it very 
important that we put a 
lot of distance between 
“Next Generation” and 
what we are seeking to 
do here. Not ignore it, no, 
not at all. But so far as the 
character’s concerned, 
halfway through Season 3 
of “Next Generation,” I no 
longer knew where Jean-
Luc started and Patrick 
Stewart left off. We became 
melded, and he has never 
left me. So there was actu-
ally nothing that strange 
to be stepping into “Star 
Trek: Picard,” because 
he’s never actually left me. 
He has always been there, 
and it’s a relationship that 
I am absolutely thrilled to 
continue.

Did you think you would ever 
play this character again?

Oh, yes. Years ago. I was 
proud of the work we did 
on the seven years on the 
series and the four movies 

that we made. The last one 
maybe had less impact 
than the others, and that 
brought the franchise to a 
close. I was very content 
with that because I felt 
very proud of the work 
we had done. But the 
context in which the work 
was done, the fact that we 
were then, as we are now, 
an ensemble and not a 
star-led series, it has been 
far easier than I expected 
to make this transition 
nearly 20 years later. But 
because, as I’ve said, the 
man exists inside me, the 
interesting question for me 
is and we talked I think for 
days about the backstory. 
What happened in those 
20 years? So now I have 
a very, very clear vision, 
and little snippets of that 
backstory will creep into 
the series, because it is im-
portant that our audience 
know why we are living in 
the world that we are.

Has this role been a career 
burden at times?

Yes. I’ve been honest 
about this. I found quite 
soon after we wrapped 
the fourth of our movies, 
“Nemesis,” that I had 
hung a, kind of, albatross 
around my neck. And this 
is a story I’ve told probably 
to every one of you at 
different times. I got an 
interview with a director 
who I was passionate to 
meet with because there 
was a role in his next mov-
ie, a small role I wanted 
to play. And he was very 
nice to me and saw me 
and said, “I think you do 
terrific work, but why 
would I want Jean-Luc 
Picard in my movie?” And 
that was a savage blow for 
quite a long time. … It has 
taken a while for me to 
truly absorb the impact of  
this work. And being with 
a new ensemble you’ve 
seen already some of it, a 

brilliant ensemble I feel, 
once again, the sense of  
pride of being I’m not the 
leader, but in a sense, I’m 
a kind of symbol. I’m very 
content to be that because 
I think it’s all about the 
quality of the work.

Jonathan Frakes and Brent 
Spiner appear in “Picard.” Is 
there anybody else who is 
going to appear in the series?

The whole “Next 
Generation” cast are very, 
very close. Jonathan, 
Marina Sirtis, Jonathan 
Del Arco, and Brent, 
of course, do appear in 
Season 1. It is my hope 
that whenever that point 
arrives in which we are 
wrapping the series, that 
we will have encountered 
all of the principal actors 
from “Next Generation.”

Why do you think “Star Trek” 
has endured as a franchise for 
all these years?

Hope. It is the dominant 
emotion behind everything 
that we did on “Next 
Generation” and, as I’m 
beginning to discover, on 
“Picard” too. It has always 
been part of the content 
of “Star Trek” that it will 
be attempting to create 
a better future with the 
certain belief that a better 
future is possible if  the 
right kind of work and the 
right kind of people are 
engaged in that. And my 
feeling was, as I look all 
around our world today, 
there has never been a 
more important moment 
when entertainment and 
show business can address 
some of the issues that are 
potentially damaging our 
world today. What we are 
making is entertainment, 
but that it should reflect 
perhaps in a subtle and 
gentle way the world that 
we are living in, is what 
“Star Trek” has always 
done, and I think it’s 
important.

5 questions  
with Patrick Stewart

He’s currently starring in ‘Star Trek: Picard’ 

CBS

Sir Patrick Stewart stars as Jean-Luc Picard in the 
CBS All Access series “Star Trek: Picard.”

By JOHN RUSSELL
NTVB

Personal trainer Bob Harper says 
the health and fitness world is always 
evolving — and now so is “The Biggest 
Loser.”

After serving as a trainer on the hit 
reality show, which aired on NBC from 
2004 -16, Harper is taking the reins as 
host of  USA Network’s reboot of  the 
series, which begins Tuesday.

“Forty percent of  Americans are 
obese, and each person has their own 
unique story about how they got to that 
point,” Harper explains. “Our goal is to 
give them the tools to stay the course to 
emotional and physical health as best 
they can.”

Helping him to whip 12 overweight 
contestants into shape at the show’s new 
training facility in Santa Fe, N.M., will 
be trainers Erica Lugo and Steve Cook.

The new series will reflect changing 
attitudes toward weight loss and body 
positivity. Rather than focusing on drop-
ping a dress size or two, Harper, Lugo 
and Cook, with the help of  nutritionists 
and doctors, will help contestants 
improve their overall well-being.

“Negativity will never lead to suc-
cess,” Harper says. “Beating yourself  
up for looking a certain way will never 
serve you. My belief  is that you have to 
channel that anger or frustration into 
motivation.”

Harper himself  can attest to how im-
portant that 360-degree view of  wellness 
can be. The bestselling fitness author 

suffered a heart attack in 2017 at the age 
of  51, apparently connected to genetics.

“My personal philosophy is that 
health is about what you eat, how you 
move your body, and how you think and 
feel,” he says. “To this day, I still get 
messages from former contestants and 
it makes all of  this so worthwhile.”

With feedback like that, Harper is 
confident that the new version of  the 
show will be as much of  a phenomenon 
on USA as it was on NBC. “My focus 
while on ‘The Biggest Loser,’ no matter 
where it airs, will always be to give 
everything I have to these contestants so 
that they can change their lives for the 
better.”

Bob Harper and 

‘The Biggest Loser’ return

SCOTT MCDERMOTT/USA NETWORK

Personal trainer Bob Harper says the 
health and fitness world is always 
evolving — and now so is “The Biggest 
Loser.”
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By CATHARINE HAMM
LOS ANGELES TIMES

If  you sometimes feel as 
though the world is conspiring 
against you and your flight 
plans, wonder no more. It 
is — but for different reasons, 
although all fall under the ban-
ner of  the “state of  the world.”

First is the cost of  a ticket. 
Second is the cost to the 
environment.

Here are the questions you 
must ask yourself  before you 
decide whether your trip is a no 
or a go in 2020.

COST OF A TICKET
Let’s say I want to fly to 

Melbourne, Fla., which is a 
smaller airport that’s much 
more convenient than Orlando 
for many resort areas on the 
eastern coast. I would leave 
Feb. 3, a Monday, and return 
Feb. 10, also a Monday.

I held my breath and found a 
fare of  $202.

I would have purchased it 
but for two things: It had flight 
times of  almost 15 hours there 
and almost 21 hours back, and 
it was a basic economy ticket.

Only you can decide whether 
your money is worth the extra 
time, but a15-hour trip that 
lands you in Melbourne, Fla., 
doesn’t promise the same 
rewards as a lengthy trip 
that lands you in Melbourne, 
Australia.

Let’s say you don’t want to 
spend more time in an airport. 
The next best fare I found that 
would not consume my trip 
with layovers was $94 more, but 
it was still basic economy.

Basic economy has been the 
response by legacy airlines 
(such as United, Delta and 
American) to ultra-low-cost 
carriers, including Frontier, 
Allegiant and Spirit. As 
tempting as it is to believe that 
these low-cost carriers nickel 
and dime you to death, they 
also give you better fares in 
many cases if  you understand 
the rules.

The legacy carriers don’t 
play as much hardball as the 
ultra-lows (they don’t charge 
you to print a boarding pass, for 
instance), but even with a leg-
acy basic fare, you don’t get as 
many opportunities to ensure 
your well-being. You don’t get 
to choose your seats in advance, 
and you’ll lose your fare if  you 
can’t make the trip.

On the other hand, said Seth 
Kaplan, a longtime transpor-
tation analyst, you get the 
same seatback entertainment, 
you get a carry-on bag for free 
(on American and Delta, not 
on United) and maybe even a 
snack. That’s why he and his 
family took a basic economy 
flight from the Washington, 
D.C., area to Montana, saving 
them about $200. The fact that 
you can’t choose your seat 
in advance? “As a family, we 
almost always get seated togeth-
er,” he said.

Would I pay $366 to fly to 
Melbourne, Fla., or I would I 
choose the $296 with a better 
schedule but still a basic fare?

The question you need to 
ask yourself: What’s my pain 
point? Identify it and choose 
accordingly.

COST OF FUEL
As the year began, fuel prices 

were relatively stable and 
had been for some time. Then 
trouble erupted in the Middle 
East and fuel prices shot up 
overnight. Then they settled 
back down.

It’s important to keep a 
watch on those prices. As Tom 
Spagnola, senior vice president 
of  supplier relations for fare 
website CheapOair, has told me 

more than once, about 25% of  
the cost of  a ticket is the cost 
of  jet fuel.

The International Air 
Transport Association, 
an airline industry group, 
makes it easy for you to 
keep track. Check out its Jet 
Fuel Price Monitor at bit.ly/
jetfuelmonitor.

If  you begin to see a steady, 
consistent increase, it’s best to 
buy now because it takes four 
to six months for those prices 
to cycle into the cost of  a tick-
et, Kaplan and Spagnola said. 
“It’s not as though you can just 
introduce a price change the 
next day,” Kaplan said.

The question you need to 
ask yourself: How is my risk 
tolerance? Do I dare buy a 
ticket this far out? Should I 
buy travel insurance?

COST TO THE ENVIRONMENT
Here’s great news for the 

airlines, courtesy of  Spagnola: 
Nearly 4.75 billion passenger 
trips are expected worldwide 
this year. That would be a 
record, and an increase of  
137% since 2004.

That’s not necessarily great 
news for the environment. 
Although the airline industry 
isn’t the leading offender, it’s 
the growth in emissions from 
air travel that are at issue, 

William Wilkes wrote in a 
March Bloomberg article.

“All of  these forecasts are 
terrifying climate scientists 
and activists who say in-
creasing concentrations of  
greenhouse gases are leading 
to rising temperatures, more 
extreme weather and higher 
death tolls from natural disas-
ters caused at least in part by 
human activity,” Wilkes wrote. 
He then quoted Paul Fennel, 
a professor of  clean energy at 
Imperial College in London, 
as saying, “We are all going to 
have to reduce the extent to 
which we fly.”

Enter flight shaming, which 
means you are wringing 
your hands over your carbon 
footprint and deciding perhaps 
you won’t take that trip.

The idea has been gaining 
momentum since about 
2017 and may be having an 
effect, according to the BBC. 
Domestic travel dropped 4% 
in Sweden in 2019, which the 
BBC cites as the country of  
origin for flygskam, or flight 
shaming.

In July, KLM asked people to 
reduce their air travel, suggest-
ing train travel in its place.

That’s a concept that works 
in the Netherlands and most 
of  Europe a little better than 
it does in the United States. 

You can get to Paris from 
London (about 300 miles) 
by EuroStar in a little more 
than two hours. If  you took 
Amtrak’s Coast Starlight from 
L.A. to San Francisco (about 
380 miles), you could leave L.A. 
at 10:10 a.m. and get to San 
Francisco about 10:30 p.m., 
with the last of  the trip by bus.

It’s not just that we don’t 
have high-speed trains; it’s the 
distances you must cover in 
this country if  you’re headed 
for points east.

If  you fly, several airlines let 
you buy carbon offsets, includ-
ing Delta, United and JetBlue.

Or you could plant trees. In 
a study, 1st Move International 
calculated how many trees 
you would need to plant to 
mitigate a trip from the United 
Kingdom to various places, 
then recalculated for LAX: 
to New York City (seven), to 
Tokyo (15), to London (16) and 
to Bangkok, Thailand (23).

Should you fly? Not fly? 
Kaplan notes that even if  you’re 
not on that flight, it will take off 
anyway — at least for now.

Until we have clean-air jets, 
this is going to be an increas-
ingly large issue.

The question you need to ask 
yourself: Can I live with myself  
if  I go? As a traveler, can I live 
with myself  if  I don’t?

Should you buy that plane ticket? 
Some things to consider before you book that trip

JOHN SPINK/ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

Airline ticket counter on Dec. 18, 2017, at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta. How do you know if you have the 
best fare? Is it worth paying more for no layovers?

By JESSICA ROY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES — My husband, Joe, 
and I went to Chicago at Christmas 
to visit my family. Often, you can 
fly round-trip from Los Angeles 
International Airport to O’Hare 
International Airport for about $250 to 
$300, but the price goes up by at least 
a couple of  hundred dollars closer to 
Christmas. We found a $499 fare on 
United in October and bought tickets.

We could choose our seats on the 
Chicago-bound flight and were told 
that we could select our seats for the 
return flight up to 24 hours before 
departure. Both ways were regular 
economy fares, no zero-frills basic 
economy on which you can’t have a 
carry-on and don’t get assigned a seat 
until you get to the airport.

The flight to Chicago went fine. We 
paid the standard $30 extra to check 
one bag, like chumps. But we hit a 
problem on the return.

We got the text saying it was 24 hours 
until departure at 5:50 p.m. Saturday. 
We were at a computer to check in 
and select our seats at 5:58. When Joe 
looked at the seat selection screen, only 
one seat remained in economy. Every 
other seat was marked “Occupied/
Unavailable” or was in Economy Plus 
or United First, which required hefty 
upcharges.

My options at this point: Pay even 
more to guarantee myself  a seat on my 
flight home or show up at the airport 
with my fingers crossed and hope I 
didn’t get bumped. Considering it was 
the Sunday after Christmas, peak 
holiday travel time, and I didn’t know 
how many more flights to LAX were 
scheduled for that night, I paid the 
extra for Economy Plus. After taxes, it 
cost $92.

WERE THERE OTHER CHOICES?
I did not feel good about this expe-

rience. Was there something else I 
should have done? How could I have 
gotten out of  paying extra but still 
guaranteed a seat on a flight I had 
booked more than two months earlier? 
Why did United sell me a ticket for a 
seat that didn’t appear to exist?

Charlie Hobart, a spokesman for 
United Airlines, had some answers for 
me.

“If  a customer does have questions 
about their seating assignment or lack 
of  seating assignment, they can reach 
out to us,” Hobart said. Customer 
service representatives are available 
24/7 by phone at (800) 864-8331 or on 
Twitter (@United).

If  you find yourself  in the same sce-
nario and don’t feel like spending the 
last day of  your vacation on the phone 
or getting into it on Twitter with an 
airline customer service person, you 
can proceed with check-in without 
selecting a seat. You will be assigned 
one when you get to the airport.

“Just because you do not have an 
assigned seat when you look to check 
in does not necessarily mean that 
you’re not going to fly on that aircraft 
or that you’re going to miss the flight,” 
Hobart said. “What we don’t want a 
customer to think is, ‘Oh, there are 
no available seats, so the only way I’m 
going to get on this flight is for me to 
purchase an upgrade; it seems like 
that is my only option.’ That is not 
what we want customers to think.”

Still, that’s what it felt like. Zach 
Honig, editor-at-large at travel blog 
the Points Guy, doesn’t blame me.

“It makes perfect sense that you 
would want to pay to select that seat,” 
he said. “Anyone I know would have 
made the same decision.”

WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED?
Honig and United’s Hobart said if  I 

had proceeded with check-in without 
selecting a seat, there would have 
been a message reassuring me I would 
be assigned one at the airport. That 
message did not appear on the seat 
selection screen.

As an extremely frequent flyer, 
Honig is familiar with the ins and outs 
of  the process. But for mere mortals 
like me, who fly a few times a year 
but aren’t air travel experts, he said 
showing up at the airport with no seat 
assignment can be stressful. Most 
likely, he guessed I would have been 
put in one of  the unselected Economy 
Plus seats without having to pay, or 
someone in regular economy would 
have been moved up and I would have 
gotten that seat. I even could have 
gotten upgraded to first class. But 
I also would have been running the 
chance of  getting bumped from an 
oversold flight.

The seat selection screen is “an 
upsell opportunity, clearly,” Honig 
said. But it’s not necessarily the 
airline hiding “free” seats from 
me in a bid to take more of  my 
money. Upgrades are handed out as 
boarding time approaches; by having 
passengers show up without assigned 
seats, the airline can shuffle the last 
few stragglers into whatever seats are 
left.

“It’s unfortunate,” Honig said of  
my experience. “I think that people 
who don’t travel often definitely feel 
pressure when they see that check-in 
page and that very limited seat map. 
I’ve been there myself.”

If  you find yourself  in my shoes and 
you’re not willing to pay extra, you 
can go to the airport and hope for the 
best. Good luck.

All the remaining plane seats 
require upgrades. Now what?

By DONALD WOOD
TRAVELPULSE

Delta Air Lines recently it has added 
virtual queuing on its Fly Delta app.

Compared to a pager issued by a 
restaurant as you wait for your table, 
Delta said the virtual queuing would 
allow travelers to relax at nearby 
establishments instead of  staying at the 
crowded gate while waiting to board.

Delta will continue using the same 
boarding order and associated colors, 
but travelers will now be able to tell 
when their seat is boarding, eliminating 
another stress point from the experience.

“We continue to put boarding under 
the microscope – looking at how tech-
nology can help alleviate some of  the 
crowding at the gate that all of  us have 
experienced,” Delta Vice President 
Rhonda Crawford said in a statement. 
“Customers have told us that being noti-
fied when their seat is boarding will help 
reduce the stress of  that experience.”

The virtual queuing is the latest step in 
the Fly Delta app’s transformation into a 
digital concierge, which already includes 
integrating real-time TSA wait times in 
specific cities, offering pre-select meals 
and launching international automatic 
check-in.

At the 2020 CES conference, Delta CEO 
Ed Bastian said the airline would look to 
make the Fly Delta app the centerpiece 
of  the travel experience for passengers, 
digitally taking them through each point 
of  their journey.

TravelPulse is a leading travel 
authority on the web, providing 
consumer travel news and insider tips 
and advice for an ever-changing travel 
world. 

Delta Air Lines adds 
virtual queuing

Customers can relax 

elsewhere rather than 

at crowded gate
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 ACROSS

1 Some Japanese cars

7 Judean king, in 
Matthew

12 Medical-insurance 
grp.

15 Freedom of the ____

19 Like a short play

20 Brick material

21 Sushi fish that’s never 
served raw

22 School with its own 
ZIP code — 90095

23 Voice box? 
[Wolverine State]

26 33-Across’s sound

27 “Dang!”

28 Like a soufflé

29 ____ Kea

30 2014 film with the 
tagline “One dream 
can change the 
world”

31 Losers

33 Safari sighting 
[Golden State]

35 Captain of science 
fiction

36 Spleen

38 Wiggle room

39 Rehearsed

42 Device that keeps fish 
alive

44 Pay a brief visit

48 Stashed for later 
[Blue Hen State]

53 Whom a warrant 
officer might report 
to, informally

54 “____ Lang Syne”
55 Letters on an 

ambulance
56 Times before the 

present?
58 Revealer of the 

Wizard
59 Following, as a 

detective might
63 Gave up the ghost
66 It’s condensed
67 Editorialist’s skill 

[Mountain State]
72 Banned pollutant, for 

short
74 West Coast birthplace 

of John Steinbeck
75 Like some candles
78 “No way, José!”
80 Fairy-tale prince, 

perhaps
81 “There it is!”
84 Big Island city
85 Events for socialites
87 Knight’s 

accouterments 
[Ocean State]

92 Brother or sister
95 School
96 ____ Schwarz (toy 

company)
97 Like some wallpaper 

patterns
100 In which a single 

raised pinkie is an 
“i”: Abbr.

101 Wilbur’s partner in 
an old sitcom

103 Sushi-bar offering 
[Centennial State]

107 Cockney and others

111 Pilots’ flights just 
after training is 
finished

112 Face-planted
113 Detach slowly (from)
114 Hit playfully on the 

nose, slangily
115 Rights-defending 

org.
116 Has been around the 

block [Evergreen 
State]

119 What locks are made 
of

120 Hawaiian word 
that’s also a common 
Chinese surname

121 Layers
122 Ready for 

publication, say
123 “Like that’ll ever 

happen”
124 Lead-in to Brown 

or Robinson in No.1 
song titles

125 Sport on a range
126 Not for ____ (sign)

 DOWN

1 Disney heroine of 2016
2 Invalidate
3 Cocktail garnishes
4 ____ City, Yukon 

Territory
5 Nail
6 Bit of party decoration
7 Puts up
8 Pushing the envelope
9 Letters after CD
10 Most of the 2010s
11 Insomniac’s order
12 Tush
13 Poses a danger to

14 Cry with an accent
15 Emphatic rejection
16 Food inspectors test 

for it
17 Thrifty competitor
18 Sticky roll
24 Snub
25 Let fly
30 One leaving a trail
32 What scared horses 

do
34 “That’s so sweet!”
36 Article
37 40 make up a furlong
39 Exam for the college-

bound
40 ____ fortis (another 

name for nitric acid)
41 Noted export from 

Holland
43 Something North 

Carolina’s Alcohol 
Law Enforcement 
regulates, aptly

45 Charlie Brown 
catchphrase

46 Ask the obvious 
question, so to speak

47 “Ouch!”
49 Indolent
50 “____ here!”
51 Maintain
52 Reading on the 

dashboard of the 
DeLorean in “Back 
to the Future”

57 Improv offering
60 Fed. agency that 

helped take down Al 
Capone

61 Secretive org.
62 Wide gap
63 Walgreens rival

64 Symbol for viscosity, 
in chemistry

65 Short swim
68 What phonies put on
69 Word before cap or 

shoe
70 Shakespearean 

schemer
71 Classic pop brand
72 Flat-faced dogs
73 Kind of tea
76 “____ Minnow Pea,” 

2001 novel with an 
alphabetically punny 
title

77 Dummy
79 Setting for some 

pickup basketball
81 Uses sigma notation, 

in calculus
82 Tow
83 Nelson Mandela’s org.
86 George Eliot’s “____ 

Marner”
88 It’s no bull
89 Musician Marley, son 

of Bob
90 Outlander
91 Command to a dog

93 Go-ahead

94 Many a dad joke

98 Stella ____ (imported 
beer)

99 Big name in theaters

102 Flotsam and jetsam

103 Japan’s largest 
brewer

104 English class quiz 
subject, informally

105 Skateboard jump

106 Imitates Daffy Duck, 
in a way

107 Many a founding 
father, religiously

108 Terra ____

109 Dry (off)

110 Fine china

113 “This is fun!”

116 Airline with a crown 
in its logo

117 1-1, for one

118 Something that 
might accompany a 
dedication

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66

67 68 69 70 71

72 73 74 75 76 77

78 79 80 81 82 83 84

85 86 87 88 89 90 91

92 93 94 95 96

97 98 99 100 101 102

103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110

111 112 113 114

115 116 117 118

119 120 121 122

123 124 125 126

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Evan Mahnken is a high school chemistry teacher in Amherst, Mass. David Steinberg is a puzzles-and-games editor for Andrews 
McMeel Universal syndicate in Kansas City, Mo. They’re each 23. They met at a crossword tournament two years ago. Evan originally 
sent a daily-size version of this puzzle to David, who proposed Sunday-sizing it with more theme examples. They collaborated on the 
grid by sending each other screen shots by email. — W.S.
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By HELEN UBIÑAS
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

The beaded bracelets are 
deceiving. They’re colorful, 
cheerful, even. But a closer 
look and you realize that the 
centerpiece is a bullet.

And then, who wouldn’t have 
a million questions?

That’s the point, Susan 
Kennedy told me when she 
called from Florida the other 
night.

In the fight against gun 
violence, the more ammunition 
the better:

Police.
Programs.
And — Kennedy concluded 

in 2016 after two children were 
gunned down in Miami — bul-
lets, and the conversation her 
provocative Bullets4Life jewelry 
fosters.

When a 6-year-old boy and an 
8-year-old girl were killed, talk 
in her city once again turned to 
gun reform, and getting guns 
off the streets. The mother of  
three sons wanted that, too. But 
it wasn’t happening.

Kennedy had an idea. What 
if  we stopped asking people for 
their guns, and instead started 
asking for their bullets?

She hit the streets of  neigh-
borhoods most affected by 
gun violence. People weren’t 
always sure what to make of  
the petite woman unabashedly 
asking them for a bullet. “Just 
one,” she’d say, assuring them 
she was neither undercover 
nor unstable. One bullet for 
one life potentially saved, she 
negotiated.

CUSTOMIZED MESSAGES
As the number of  bullets she 

collected increased, she started 
to “pop” them using a special 
tool to remove the projectile 
and gun powder. Inside the 
casings, she inserted strips of  
paper with custom messages.

She sells some, but gives 
away more — mostly to moth-
ers who have lost children to 
gun violence like Loria Perez 
from South Bend, Ind. Perez’s 
two sons were shot on the same 
day in 2017. Her 17-year-old 
survived, but her 19-year-old 
didn’t.

Perez was touched by the 

bracelet — “I never take it off.” 
And then Perez was inspired 
to do the same. Young men she 
approached would often deny 
having a gun, let alone one that 
was loaded. But then she’d get a 
call, or a knock on her door. “I 
got something for you,” they’d 
tell her, handing her a bullet.

In May, Perez was at a 
retreat for mothers who lost 
children to gun violence when 
she met Johndell Gredic of  
Philadelphia.

Not a day had passed since 
Gredic lost her 20-year-old son, 
Nacear, in 2015 that she hadn’t 
thought of  the bullet that 

killed him. And since getting 
her first bullet bracelet at the 
retreat, Gredic said not a day 
has passed where she didn’t 
think of  starting a Bullets4Life 
chapter in Philly.

THOUSANDS COLLECTED
Kennedy estimates she’s 

collected upward of  8,000 bul-
lets just in Florida alone. With 
other mothers in a handful 
of  cities across the country, 
including Philadelphia, collect-
ing bullets and making their 
own bracelets, the numbers just 
keep rising.

She knows what you’re 

thinking. She’s heard it, and 
frankly, I thought the same. 
Cool idea, but there aren’t 
enough lifetimes in the world to 
get all the bullets off the streets.

There’s no time to be cyn-
ical in the fight against gun 
violence, Kennedy said. An 
estimated 116,255 people are 
shot in the U.S. every year. The 
number of  shooting victims 
in Philadelphia last year — 
upward of  1,500 — was higher 
than in any year since 2010.

Kennedy is convinced that 
the bracelets can spark a 
change of  heart and mind. 
She’s collected bullets from 
people who had contemplated 
suicide, she says; others who 
plotted to avenge the murders 
of  their loved ones. Last year, 
she was contacted by the widow 
of  Chris Hixon, the athletic 
director at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School who died 
trying to save students. Debra 
Hixon donated hundreds of  
bullets belonging to the Navy 
vet. In those bracelets, Kennedy 
honored Hixon with words that 
seemed to sum up his life: “If  
not me, then who?”

The message has reached 
Washington.

A few months ago, Kennedy 
got a call from the office of  
her local congresswoman, 
Frederica Wilson. “Nancy” was 
coming to town and Wilson 
wanted to give her something 
special. Kennedy was distracted 
and didn’t realize — until her 
phone started going off — that 
“Nancy” was House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, who was on TV, 
holding out her orange beaded 
bracelet, vowing to keep press-
ing for gun legislation.

Kennedy and her growing 
number of  ambassadors have 
vowed to keep pressing to keep 
the topic of  gun control in the 
national consciousness, too. 
One bullet at a time.

Mothers of murdered children making jewelry with bullets 
Effort was started 

by Florida woman 

wanting to change 

minds and hearts

Left: Bracelets containing repurposed bullets are on 
display the North Palm Beach County Moms Demand 
Action event in Riviera Beach on June 6, 2019.

JULIUS WHIGHAM/PALMBEACHPOST.COM

MONICA HERNDON/THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Johndell Gredic shows off some of her Bullets for Life bracelets at her home on Jan. 9. Gredic, 
who lost her son Nacear to gun violence in 2015, is working to start a Philadelphia chapter 
of Bullets for Life, an organization that collects bullets and repurposes the casings for use in 
jewelry. She hopes to collect 500 bullets by March.

A memorial 
to Nacear 
Gredic hangs 
on the wall 
of his mom 
Johndell 
Gredic’s 
home in 
Philadelphia.

MONICA 

HERNDON/THE 

PHILADELPHIA 

INQUIRER
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 FRUITY 3 BY MYLES MELLOR

1 .  G  M V B T  B W  N  C V N A I .  G M  F N U  

U M L A G T !  S L M  M K I W  G M  S I C N W  M B  

F K G W I !  

2 .  S  W S T S T S  H D T F  F G  F N D  W A Q  

N G U M A F S E  S U  A F  H S U T ’ F  M D D E A T Q  

H D E E !

3 .  Y I X  Y Q H Q  R I Q  W Q M P D P U F L  O Z Z M Q  

O S W  T F H H X  Z Q O D I  M Q T R  U S  R I Q P H  

U Y S ?  A Q D O F L Q  R I Q  A O S O S O  L Z M P R ! 

4 .  P A H O  P V G Y M  I V G  X H Y Y  H  D H M ,  

H X A I  D O B H P R Q B B I ?  H  R Y G Q R Q B B I !

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS

GOREN BRIDGE WITH BOB JONES

© 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

DEAR ABBY: My husband 
and I retired five years 
ago and moved to a 
small town where my 
two daughters and two 
grown grandchildren 
live. We moved here 
from another state to 
be near them and other 
relatives who live closer, 
but not in this city. 

I am sad and hurt by the way one of  
my daughters treats me. She almost 
never invites us to her home — maybe 
twice a year, when other relatives 
are in town visiting — and I think 
she includes us only because she 
feels obligated. She has told me her 
husband “hates” me. I was shocked 
because I have seldom been around 
him and always went out of  my way 
to be friendly to him. 

When I asked her why he hates me, 
her answer was that he doesn’t like 
anyone! He’s very controlling. He 
doesn’t allow her to get phone calls 
at certain times and insists she stay 
home if  he is home, etc. 

His best friend is allowed to come 
to their home anytime and make 
himself  comfortable. His relatives 
are welcome to stay at their house 
when in town, sometimes for several 
days. When I invite relatives over, my 
daughter comes for a short time, then 
says she needs to get back home. Her 
husband never accompanies her, even 
though he is invited. 

I make it a point not to call their 
home phone. I text her when needed, 
but she has to turn her phone off  
when he doesn’t want to be bothered. 
I wanted to be in my daughter’s life, 
but I am not welcome. Why? — Sad 
Southern Lady 

DEAR LADY: When you decided to 
make the move to be closer to your 
daughter, did she share your excite-
ment? If  not, it may be the reason 
— or part of  the reason — for her 
husband’s reaction to you. If  that 
isn’t the reason, then this is happen-
ing because your daughter married a 
man with serious control issues and, 
for whatever reason, she is willing 

to allow it. It may have 
nothing to do with you.
DEAR ABBY: Is there an 
existing or evolving 
tradition regarding what 
surname to give to the 
children of  parents who 
already have hyphen-
ated last names? For 
example, when “James 
Moreland-Ashford” 

marries “Sarah Rosen-Hubbard,” 
what surname should their children 
use? 

Surely no parent wants to saddle 
their child with four hyphenated last 
names, but choosing only one, or 
one from each parent might end up 
offending one or more grandparents 
and other relatives. 

I heard about one family who 
dropped all their existing surnames 
and chose a brand-new one for both 
the parents and their children. It 
did not go over well with relatives 
in either family. It also proved chal-
lenging with respect to the parents’ 
professional lives since they had to 
reintroduce themselves to all their 
colleagues and clients. 

Have you any advice for us and our 
hyphenated-surname children?  
— Overloaded in California
DEAR OVERLOADED: I saw this situation 
coming decades ago. My advice is just 
this: Keep it simple, and do not allow 
anyone else’s ego to influence your 
decision. Your children will thank 
you for it.
Dear Abby is written by Abigail  
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com  
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

To receive a collection of  Abby’s 
most memorable — and most fre-
quently requested — poems and 
essays, send your name and mailing 
address, plus check or money order 
for $8 (U.S. funds) to: Dear Abby — 
Keepers Booklet, P.O. Box 447, Mount 
Morris, IL 61054-0447. Shipping and 
handling are included in the price.

Mother wonders why daughter 
won’t invite her to visit home

DEAR ABBY
Advice Columnist

CRYPTOGRAMS

JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU

Fill in the blank cells using 
numbers 1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only once in 
each row, column and 3x3 
block. Use logic and the pro-
cess of elimination to solve 
the puzzle. The difficulty 
level ranges from Bronze 
(easiest) to Silver (medium) 
to Gold (hardest).

Rating: GOLD

DONE TO A T
By Paul Coulter
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ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19). 
Your mind does funny things, 
mostly habitual. To think on 
purpose is to reject a lot of 
what your mind throws into 
the mix. Just because you 
happen to think something 
doesn’t mean you should 
believe it.

TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20). 
Make a note of the date and 
your ideas because you will 
be struck with notions that, 
if expressed, wouldn’t win 
a popularity contest right 
now. But in about five years, 
everyone will know this 
thinking is spot on. 

GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 21). 
What you learned in school 
wasn’t gospel. It was a group 
of opinions gathered togeth-
er by people with varying 
degrees of expertise on the 
subject. Seize the chance to 
go see for yourself. 

CANCER (JUNE 22-JULY 22). 
You are being constantly 
cued to ask the next ques-
tion, take the next step, 
buy the next thing. It will be 
refreshing to interact with 
things that are so complete 
as they are that “next,” if it 
exists, is irrelevant. 

LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22). Not 
all thoughts are built alike. 
Some are straight as ar-
rows; others are so loopy 
by nature they may as well 
be Hula-Hoops, and you’ll 
circulate accordingly. Think 
twice before you pick that 
kind up.

VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22). 
You’ve a gift for recogniz-
ing what people want. 
Sometimes you see what 
they want even before they 
themselves realize it. You 
can use this talent for fun 
and profit. 

LIBRA (SEPT. 23-OCT. 23). 
Relationships have blissful 
turns, peaceful passages 
and rocky stretches. The 
best motto when things get 
tense: “Fewer words, more 
time.” Silence makes healers 
out of the hours. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 24-NOV. 21). 
Of all the things to be loyal 
to — and there is so much 
around that is worthy of your 
allegiance — one thing that 
can go without your devotion 
is your own suffering. You’ve 
put in your time. Let it go.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 
21). Author Sylvia Boorstein 
said that anger wrinkles the 
mind. “If you want to think 
clearly, you can’t be mad 
at anything.” Clarity will be 
essential to take advantage 
of the big things coming up 
for you.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 
19). A person who is bathing 
isn’t necessarily aquatic. 
A person who is eating a 
vegetable isn’t necessarily 
a vegan. Who you are is not 
always who you’re being in 
the moment. Loosen up on 
self-judgment. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18). 
People will tell you what they 
want. This isn’t what they re-
ally want. They are confused, 
and it’s certainly not what 
they need. With a radical 
amount of empathy, you’ll 
listen through to the truth 
and deliver like no other. 

PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20). 
When atop a slippery slide, 
there is no deciding to wind 
up at the bottom. The bot-
tom is an inevitability. Any 
move you make will get you 
there. Recognize which situ-
ations fit the bill, and avoid. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (JAN. 
26). You fascinate. You’ll 
be listened to. You’ll be 
watched. Enjoy the birthday 
attention, and don’t expect it 
to end anytime soon — you 
make an impression on peo-
ple, and they’ll keep coming 
back to you. Domestic life 
gets prettier, and your in-
vestment in a more efficient 
day to day will be a game 
changer across the board. 
Gemini and Libra adore you. 
Your lucky numbers are: 30, 
1, 11, 28 and 2.

HOROSCOPE

DEAR READERS: For 
all of  us who use 
hairspray, we know 
that it leaves a sticky 
feeling wherever it 
lands, which can be 
anywhere we spray — 
a wall, the door or the 
floor. Here’s how to 
get it off:

To remove hair-
spray residue from hard, washable 
surfaces, pour a bit of  rubbing 
alcohol on a microfiber cloth, then 
rub well, rinse and dry. Or you 
can add liquid dish soap to hot 
water. Mix thoroughly. Dip a clean 
cloth into the foamy water. Wipe, 
and then rinse with another cloth 
dampened with only clean water. 
Depending on the surface, polish 
or wax the area to make it easier to 
clean next time. — Heloise
DEAR HELOISE: My husband loves to 
play golf, but he does not know how 
to keep his golf  shoes clean. Please 
give me some hints that I can relay 
to him. — Beverly In Florida
DEAR BEVERLY: Leather golf  shoes 
should be cleaned after every use. 
Dirt and grass should be removed. 
Then the surface should be wiped 
down with a gentle soap and water 
solution. Every so often, treat the 
leather with a moisturizing cream. 
Never leave golf  shoes in the trunk 
of  a car, because extreme heat can 
break down the shoe material.

1. Dust or wipe off  the surface 
frequently.

2. Maintain leather with cream 
or paste polish.

3. Examine the heels, tips and 
soles often. Replace them before 
they become completely worn 
down. Check for rips or tears, and 
take to a shoe repair shop right 
away.

4. Store shoes in original boxes 
or use shoetrees to help shoes keep 
their shape.

5. If  shoes get totally wet, stuff  
the inside with crumpled news-
paper and allow them to dry for 
hours. Do not place them in the sun 

or near a heater to 
dry. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: If  you 
have unexpected  
company and need  
to make a dessert  
in a hurry, try  
this no-bake cheese-
cake that’s easy to 
make.

1. Mix one package 
of  vanilla pudding according to 
directions.

2. Add one 8-ounce package of  
softened cream cheese and mix 
until blended.

3. Pour this mixture into a pre-
pared graham cracker pie crust 
and refrigerated until set.

4. Top with your favorite canned 
pie filling. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: Be aware that 
natural gas leaks can happen. 
Your home can be affected by 
underground pipelines or damaged 
outdoor service lines, which can 
cause a leak.

Here’s how to recognize a leak 
and what you should do right away.

If  you smell an awful rotten egg 
odor, or if  you hear a hiss or see 
a flare, you may have a leak. Get 
your family and pets together and 
get out of  your home ASAP. Do 
not call from your house or return 
inside for any reason until the 
gas company arrives and let’s you 
know that it is safe for you to go 
back inside. — Heloise
DEAR READERS: If  you are just learn-
ing to cook, it may seem difficult 
or confusing. Take these steps to 
make it easier:

Be organized. Get out the recipe 
and all pots, pans, measuring 
spoons and mixers that you will 
need to make the recipe. Then get 
out all the ingredients you need 
and put them on the counter. Put 
each ingredient in the mixer and 
then place the ingredient back in 
the cupboard. That way you will 
know that you have added it to  
the recipe if  you get interrupted.  
— Heloise

How to clean sticky residue 
left behind from hairspray

HINTS FROM HELOISE
Advice Columnist

KEN KEN  THE LOGIC PUZZLE THAT MAKES YOU SMARTER

must contain the numbers 
1 through 4 (easy) or 1 
through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

heavily outlined boxes, 
called cages, must combine 
using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce 
the target numbers in the 
top-left corners.

cages with the number in 
the top-left corner.

©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com
KenKen is a registered trademark of KenKen Puzzle LLC. ©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 1-26-20

©2020 KenKen Puzzle LLC www.kenken.com

TODAY’S ANSWERS

7 LITTLE WORDS

JUMBLE BY DAVID L. HOYT AND JEFF KNUREL

1. I trod on a grape. It was stupid! But then it began 

to whine!

2.  A banana went to the big hospital as it wasn’t 

peeling well. 

3. Why were the delicious apple and furry peach 

left on their own? Because the banana split!

4. What would you call a sad, achy strawberry?  A 

blueberry!

PUZZLE ANSWERS  

LOS ANGELES TIMES DAILY CROSSWORD

JUMBLE

CRYPTOGRAMS

Saturday’s  
Challenger Answers

CHALLENGER

EASY CHALLENGING

Honor your passed 
loved ones anytime with a 

personalized memorial tribute.
Call (941) 206-1028 for rates.

Memorials in the Sun



PAGE 8D SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

M A Z D A S H E R O D H M O S E A S
O N E A C T A D O B E E E L U C L A
A N S W E R I N G M A C H I N E R O A R
N U T S E G G Y M A U N A S E L M A
A L S O R A N S A F R I C A N L I O N

N E M O I R E L E E W A Y
P A T A E R A T O R S W I N G B Y
S Q U I R R E L E D A W A Y L O O I E
A U L D E M S E V E S T O T O
T A I L I N G C R O A K E D D E W

P E R S U A S I V E W R I T I N G
P C B S A L I N A S T A P E R E D
U H U H F R O G A H A H I L O
G A L A S S W O R D A N D S H I E L D
S I B L I N G E D U C A T E F A O

F L O R A L A S L M R E D
A V O C A D O R O L L D I A L E C T S
S O L O S A T E I T W E A N B O O P
A C L U K N O W S A T H I N G O R T W O
H A I R L E I P L I E S E D I T E D
I B E T M R S S K E E T R E S A L E

CROSSWORD ANSWERS FROM PAGE 5

This week’s 

top reads

BESTSELLERS

BY TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Lost” by James 

Patterson and James 
O. Born (Little, Brown) 
Last week: —

2. “The Boy, the Mole, 
the Fox and the Horse” 
by Charlie Mackesy 
(HarperOne) Last week: 
1

3. “Moral Compass” 
by Danielle Steel 
(Delacorte) Last week: 2

4 “Dear Edward” by 
Ann Napolitano (Dial) 
Last week: 3

5. “The Guardians” 
by John Grisham 
(Doubleday) Last week: 
4

6. “Such a Fun Age” 
by Kiley Reid (Putnam) 
Last week: 5

7. “The Dutch House” 
by Ann Patchett 
(Harper) Last week: 8

8. “The Silent Patient” 
by Alex Michaelides 
(Celadon) Last week: 7

9. “Criss Cross” by 
James Patterson (Little, 
Brown) Last week: 9

10. “A Minute to 
Midnight” by David 
Baldacci (Grand 
Central) Last week: 6

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “Leadership 

Strategy and Tactics: 
Field Manual” by Jocko 
Willink (St. Martin’s) 
Last week: —

2. “Eat What You 
Love: Restaurant 
Favorites: Classic and 
Crave-Worthy Recipes 
Low in Sugar, Fat, and 
Calories” by Marlene 
Koch (Running Press) 
Last week: —

3. “The Blue Zones 
Kitchen: 100 Recipes 
to Live to 100” by Dan 
Buettner (National 
Geographic) Last 
week: 4

4. “Tightrope: 
Americans Reaching 
for Hope” by Nicholas 
D. Kristof  and Sheryl 
WuDunn (Knopf) Last 
week: —

5. “Talking to 
Strangers: What We 
Should Know About the 
People We Don’t Know” 
by Malcolm Gladwell 
(Little, Brown) Last 
week: 3

6. “The Defined Dish: 
Whole30 Endorsed, 
Healthy and Wholesome 
Weeknight Recipes” by 
Alex Snodgrass (HMH) 
Last week: 2

7. “Brain Wash: 
Detox Your Mind for 
Clearer Thinking, 
Deeper Relationships, 
and Lasting Happiness” 
by David Perlmutter 
and Austin Perlmutter 
(Little, Brown Spark) 
Last week: —

8. “Running Against 
the Devil: A Plot to Save 
America from Trump 
— and Democrats from 
Themselves” by Rick 
Wilson (Crown Forum) 
Last week: —

9. “The Self-Care 
Solution: A Year of  
Becoming Happier, 
Healthier, and Fitter — 
One Month at a Time” 
by Jennifer Ashton 
(Morrow) Last week: 11

10. “Successful Aging: 
A Neuroscientist 
Explores the Power and 
Potential of  Our Lives” 
by Daniel J. Levitin 
(Dutton) Last week: 13

By JIM ALKON
BOOKTRIB

“The dog, like an angel, 
had appeared and changed 
the course of his destiny.”

Just how much influ-
ence can pets have in 
determining one’s future 
partner? There are studies 
on this. In his roles as an 
evolutionary biologist 
at the Kinsey Institute 
at Indiana University 
and scientific advisor for 
Match.com, Justin Garcia 
has acknowledged that 
they certainly “add some 
twists and turns to our 
love lives.”

Writes author Mya 
O’Malley in her sweet ro-
mance novel “Evergreen,” 
“Sometimes people just 
came into your life, maybe 
not what might seem like 
the best time, but maybe 
it seemed, they came at 
the time you needed them 
most.”

And maybe a dog was 
the catalyst for bringing 
them together.

In “Evergreen,” 
Graham, a sixth-grade 
teacher, shows up at an 
animal shelter with a stray 
Great Dane that he found 
with no tags. That’s when 
he meets June, who works 
at the shelter. For June, it’s 
love at first sight … with 
the dog, that is. “Just like 
that, June knew she had 
found the one.”

June and Graham figure 
the owner will surface be-
fore too long and reclaim 
the beautiful dog. But until 
then, they both want to 
bend the shelter rules and 
take the dog to their own 
homes until she is claimed. 
The first playful scuffle 
ensues — June wants 

to take the newly (but 
likely temporarily) named 
“Maxine” to her house 
while Graham wants 
“Max” for himself. Shelter 
director Monica decides 
they will alternate weeks 
until the owner shows up.

During this period, it’s 
clear Graham is attracted 
to June. It’s not so clear 
whether the feeling is mu-
tual. He takes baby steps 
to find out. But what we 
discover are insecurities 
about self-esteem that have 
dogged June all her life 
and are resurfacing amid 
Graham’s advances. Those 
insecurities run deep, as 
O’Malley provides well-
timed flashbacks to June’s 
struggles over acceptance 
— with her parents, whose 
expectations are based on 
their desires and not hers, 
and with the most popular 
girls in her school class.

Hence, the natural 
hesitation to respond 
to Graham full throttle. 
Yet the reader clings to 
a feeling that something 
romantic is afoot.

And what of Maxine? 
While her presence is 
certainly the reason June 
and Graham met, she 
is the root of the early 
conflict over who will keep 
her until the owner comes 
forth. It is clear they both 
love her, and she becomes 
the center of their worlds. 
As the ice starts to melt be-
tween June and Graham, 
the dog remains the 
character of interest that 
dominates their attention.

Maxine is not a Lassie 
— that is, doing extraor-
dinary things that defy 
human comprehension. 
But her mere existence 
provides a foundation of  
warmth and love from 
both of our main charac-
ters that give further hope 
for a happy ending.

But can there be a 
happy ending if  Maxine’s 
owner shows up? And 
what of the secret June is 
stowing away that could 
alter Graham’s perception 
of her? And how about 
Graham’s previous love 
interest Tara, who goes to 
great measures to sabotage 
the new relationship?

Did Maxine show up 
in the lives of June and 
Graham when they needed 
her most? When they 
needed each other most?

“The character of  
Maxine was born of love, 
hope, and inspiration, 
something we could all 
use an abundance of,” says 
O’Malley.

BookTrib.com is the life-
style destination for book 
lovers, where articles and 
books are paired together to 
create dynamic content that 
goes beyond traditional 
book reviews.

Sometimes, a dog can be 
a catayst for romance

But will there be a happy ending?

AMAZON

“Evergreen” by Mya 
O’Malley

By KEVIN DUCHSCHERE
STAR TRIBUNE 

(MINNEAPOLIS)

Many books touching 
on the 1963 assassination 
of  President John F. 
Kennedy have an agen-
da, jumping through a 
series of  conspiratorial 
hoops to bolster a con-
clusion already arrived 
at. James Johnston’s 
“Murder, Inc.,” is dif-
ferent: He 
dispassion-
ately sifts 
through 
the 
evidence 
regarding 
the CIA’s 
activities 
during the 
Kennedy 
adminis-
tration and 
the presi-
dent’s keen 
interest in 
overthrow-
ing Fidel 
Castro, 
and comes 
up not so 
much with 
answers 
as with 
some very intriguing 
questions.

Did Castro warn JFK 
of  possible retaliation 
for the CIA’s many (and 
inept) attempts to kill 
the Cuban dictator? Was 
the CIA campaign to kill 
Castro the reason why 
it withheld information 
from the federal investi-
gations into Kennedy’s 
assassination? And just 
what was pro-Castroite 
Lee Harvey Oswald 
(who, whatever else 
we know about him, 
almost certainly was 
the shooter, Johnston 
says) listening to 
on his Soviet-made 
portable radio during 
lonely evenings in the 
tiny bedroom of  his 

boardinghouse?
Johnston, a 

Washington, D.C., attor-
ney who served as law-
yer for the 1970s Senate 
investigations into CIA 
assassination plots, here 
puts that knowledge to 
good use. He wrote much 
of  the book with the aid 
of  recently declassified 
“secret” government 
files on the JFK as-
sassination, offering a 

complete 
analysis of  
the CIA’s 
so-called 
AMLASH 
operation 
to kill 
Castro 
— plans 
for which 
were being 
discussed 
in Paris 
even as 
Kennedy’s 
car 
entered 
Dealey 
Plaza in 
Dallas.

Castro 
later 
denied 
any role 

in Kennedy’s death. But 
the administration’s 
tireless efforts to remove 
him from power later 
led President Lyndon 
Johnson to believe that 
his predecessor had been 
killed in retaliation. We 
likely will never know 
for sure exactly what 
happened, but Johnston 
has built a firm foun-
dation to argue that the 
U.S. government’s own 
efforts to kill Castro 
may have backfired in 
the most tragic way 
imaginable.

“Murder, Inc.: The CIA 
Under John F. Kennedy” 
by James H. Johnston; 
Potomac Books (343 
pages, $32.95)

‘Murder, Inc.’ raises 
questions about CIA 

under John F. Kennedy

POTOMAC BOOKS

“Murder, Inc.: The CIA 
Under John F. Kennedy” 
by James H. Johnston
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Enter daily through
Friday, March 13th

Coming Monday... 
a chance to WIN a 

package of sessions from 
Suncoast Hypnosis

– A $777 Value!

Go to YourSun.com and 
Click on CONTESTS to Enter

Answer seven easy 
questions to find out if 

hypnosis is right for you 
and be entered to WIN!
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Change 
your Mind 
to Change 
your Life!

941-203-4871
12801 Commerce Lake Drive, #15, Ft. Myers

World’s Largest Bath Remodeler

$500   OFF*
When you mention this ad
FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

*Not valid with any other offer. 
Offer valid in the month of FEBRUARY

• Bathtub-to-Shower
    Conversions
• Shower Liners
• Walk-in Bathtubs
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THE CONVERSATION: PUBLIC HEALTH

Tropical breezes caress 
you and the sunshine blinds 
you on a typical day here in 
Tavernier, a small town in the 

Florida Keys. 
I’ve spent more 
than 10 years 
in and around 
the Florida 
Keys and I’ve 
seen a steady 
degradation of  
the environ-
ment. The once 
iconic views of  
the Keys are 

being diminished by the sheer 
numbers of  tourists, a growing 
insensitivity by visitors and 
residents and by the rising sea.

Within the past year, flood-
ing from high tides and rising 
sea level have ruined the Keys 
paradise for many residents. 
The king tides last fall were 
so high that some people have 
given up and moved away.

In some places, entire streets 
were unpassable. In other 
places, the water encroached 

past the mangrove lines. On 
some days, I would have to 
drive down the middle of  the 
road to avoid the standing 
saltwater on either side. I 
know residents whose homes 
were flooded during king tides 
and some whose vehicles were 
damaged by the saltwater.

My rented trailer is typical 
of  the Keys. It has a backyard 
that has a dock leading to 
water. The king tides pushed 
water over my dock and into 
my yard. I had to fish part 
of  my dock out of  the water 
because of  the damage it sus-
tained from being submerged 
for so long.

When you think about living 
in the Keys paradise, you have 

to understand that security 
underlies this dream. I used to 
think I would settle down in 
the Keys and start a family.

Now, I am planning to leave. 
I’ve watched as my community 
is buckling under too many 
stressors, hoping that our 
government will hear us. Each 
passing day gets harder and 
we are running out of  time.

Some people criticize 
the folks who live in South 
Florida. It’s such a high-risk 
area. Well, throughout history 
people have lived along the 
coasts.

But the rising water is 
threatening my everyday life. 
Pythons and crocodiles are 
thriving and moving too close. 

Simple travel is becoming a 
chore on some days.

It’s becoming more and 
more expensive to build roads, 
bridges and buildings that can 
withstand the power of  the wa-
ter. Affluent people can afford 
the rising costs, but many in 
the Keys can no longer afford 
to live here.

Governments are taking 
steps to hold back the water, 
but for many of  us it’s too little 
and too late. The retreat from 
the Florida Keys has begun.

Ciera Cox, 24, was born in 
Tennessee but grew up mostly 
in the Keys and near Ever-
glades National Park. She 
advocates for responsible stew-
ardship of  the environment.

“The Invading Sea” is the 
opinion arm of  the Florida 
Climate Reporting Network, a 
collaborative of  news orga-
nizations across the state 
focusing on the threats posed 
by the warming climate.

Being chased from Paradise in the Keys

CIERA COX
Guest 

Columnist

T he Environmental Protection Agency first warned of  secondhand smoke in 1991, some 30 years after scientists determined 
that smoking cigarettes causes cancer. Today, a growing body of  research points toward a new indirect health hazard.

Just as frequently being 
around other people while 
they smoke can cause cancer, 
heart disease, lung disease 
and other ailments, what I 
call “secondhand screen time” 
could be endangering children.

By not limiting their own 
phone use, parents and other 
caregivers may be unwittingly 
setting kids up to be addicted 
to screens.

AN ADDICTION
A decade ago, the unwilling-

ness — or perhaps the inability 
— of  the college students in 
my writing classes to stay off 
their phones for 50 minutes at 
a stretch catalyzed my interest 
in screen use. And my stu-
dents have only grown more 
unwilling to put down their 
phones, a trend that has also 
gotten worse outside of  my 
classroom.

Curious about my students’ 
phone use, I began researching 
screen addiction and conduct-
ing my own surveys. Roughly 
20% of  my students have 
used the word “addiction” 
when describing their phone 
habits, and many more have 
expressed misgivings about 
their phone use.

While I encourage them to 
examine their habits, I blame 
students less for their tech 
addiction than I did a decade 
ago. They’ve learned this 
behavior from adults — in 
many cases since the moment 
they were born.

Checking Twitter in front 
of  kids is not the same as 
blowing smoke in their faces. 
Smartphones and cigarettes 

do, however, have some things 
in common. Both are addic-
tive and both became wildly 
popular before researchers 
learned about their addictive 
properties and health dangers.

On average, American 
adults touch their phones over 
2,500 times a day. According 
to the American Psychiatric 
Association, that fits the defini-
tion of  addiction: “a condition 
in which a person engages in 
the use of  a substance or in a 
behavior for which the reward-
ing effects provide a compelling 
incentive to repeatedly pursue 
the behavior despite detri-
mental consequences.” While 
researchers continue to study 
the effects and extent of  phone 
use, the scientific consensus is 

that phone addiction is real.

DESIRING OBJECTS
What’s a parent to do while 

nursing or when an infant falls 
asleep on one’s chest?

Perhaps they’ll read the 
news, check email, text friends 
or scan social media parenting 
groups. A phone or tablet can 
be a portal to the rest of  the 
world — after all, caring for 
small children can be isolating.

But kids, even babies, notice 
these habits. They see parents 
reach again and again for 
a seemingly magical object 
that glints and flashes, makes 
sounds and shows moving 
images.

Is parents’ screen time the new secondhand smoke for children?

PHOTO BY JIANGANG WANG/GETTY IMAGES

 Addiction to mobile devices is widespread.

Bad tech-nique

By JOELLE RENSTROM
BOSTON UNIVERSITY

By not limiting their own phone use, parents and other caregivers may 
be unwittingly setting kids up to be addicted to screens.

SEE TECH-NIQUE, 4E
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OUR VIEW

Phosphate 
mining 

threatens water 
years later

OUR POSITION: New safeguards aside, 
Florida is still under the siege of  phosphate 
mining years after some operations have 
been shut down.

M osaic Co. has worked feverishly 
the past decade to rid itself  of  the 
reputation its predecessors saddled 

all phosphate mining companies with.
It has doubled down on work to reclaim 

land ripped apart by phosphate mining, 
hired a cadre of  public relations people 
and sought out the best practices to protect 
the environment and make sure its mines, 
gypstacks and processing plants are safe. 
Mosaic is working now with DeSoto County 
to move its mining there in the next few 
years — an operation that has met with 
strong opposition.

Last week, the Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority gave a de-
tailed presentation to the Charlotte County 
Commission. The Authority touched on how 
it tests for water quality — focusing much 
of  the discussion on creeks and rivers that 
could be impacted by phosphate mining.

Its conclusion is, put most simply, that 
agriculture runoff is as much to blame for 
any degradation of  our water supply as 
phosphate.

But included in the presentation was one 
very troubling fact. The Authority found 
spikes in phosphorus in Whidden Creek, a 
tributary of  the Peace River that runs past 
Fort Meade. They attribute the problem to a 
closed gypstack that can seep out potentially 
harmful runoff during high rain events.

The old phosphate operation near Fort 
Meade is still owned by U.S. Agri-Chemicals 
Corp., but has a very interesting history.

USAC, a subsidiary of  Sinochem Corp., 
was owned by the Chinese government. 
According to a 2005 story in the Lakeland 
Ledger newspaper, USAC planned to cease 
operations in Bartow and Fort Meade, 
agreeing to an early termination deal 
worth about $84 million with Mosaic, which 
included stocks, equipment purchases and 
termination of  a phosphate rock purchasing 
contract.

The gypstacks near Whidden Creek were 
shut down. Now, only a small staff of  about 
a half-dozen employees stay on to monitor 
the gypstacks and make required reports to 
FDEP.

Perhaps that staffing is not adequate to 
do what must be done to prevent runoff 
reaching Whidden Creek, and eventually the 
Peace River where Charlotte, DeSoto and 
Sarasota get their drinking water.

The Authority told Charlotte commission-
ers that the runoff into Whidden Creek is 
not alarming because there is enough fresh-
water to dilute it. But, if  more gypstacks 
close and produce runoff during heavy rains 
— think hurricanes and tropical storms 
especially — that might not be the case.

Susanne Allen, general manager of  the lo-
cation where the closed gypstacks are being 
blamed for the problem, said Thursday that 
it’s not so. “Our gypstacks can’t (be causing 
any problems),” she said. “I would like to see 
that presentation.

We’ll leave the disagreement over where 
the phosphorus is coming from to be hashed 
out between FDEP, the Authority and Allen. 
But a gypstack, or two, is overflowing and 
Whidden Creek is the victim.

So, a decade after mining operations 
ceased in Fort Meade, the legacy of  phos-
phate mining continues to threaten people’s 
health through their drinking water supply.

It makes you wonder if  the state can ever 
cleanse itself  of  the impact of  phosphate 
mining. And brings up the question: “was it 
worth it?”

Fish farm could 
harm Gulf waters
Editor:

A company called Kampachi 
Farms wants to operate the first 
industrial fish farm in U.S. federal 
waters 40 miles off the coast of  our 
Manasota Key. But this would be no 
happy farm — more like massive 
feedlots for cows and pigs, where 
the fish would be forced to live in 
unnatural, stressful confinement 
amid their own feces.

The farm would consist of  floating 
feedlots in open water, creating 
devastating potential environmental 
and socio-economic impacts. Huge 
amounts of  untreated industrial 
wastewater, containing feces, chem-
icals and pharmaceutical drugs, 
would be dumped directly into the 
surrounding ocean.

Wide-ranging problems could 
occur when fish escape or become 
infested with parasites. Serious 
harm could also affect wildlife, from 
sea turtles and whales to whitecap 
sharks. Furthermore, the untreated 
wastewater could create or exacer-
bate red tide.

What can we do to prevent this 
potential disaster? We can protect 
our ocean wildlife, fishing industry 
and beach tourism by urging our 
local officials, state fish and game 
authorities and/or the EPA to deny 
the permit for Kampachi Farms.

Karen J. Fisk
Rotonda West

Trump not great, 
just a great liar
Editor:

Responding to “Trump may be 
best President ever”! First off, yes, 
I’m a Democrat! Your comments are 
all Trump talk. No, I don’t want open 
borders, destroying ice, socialism 
and communism. Give me a break!

Trump didn’t clear up debt, he 
added to it. He is taking credit for 
things Obama did. MyY biggest 
gripe is the lie Trump started when 
debating Hillary and repeated at a 
rally. He claimed Democrat women 
give birth then decide, with their 
doctor next day, if  they are going to 
execute it! Bull! That’s murder and 
doctors don’t do that! Also, sentence 
said “Abortions Up to & after birth.” 
Not true! You are aware Trump lies, 
why push those untrue lies?

Middle class did not get the tax 
breaks! Why do I care if  Wall Street 
is up. I can’t afford 401Ks or stocks. 
The horror and disgust is “kids in 
cages” (and yes Trump did start this 
June 2018. Obama never separated 
families).

By the way, it’s been proven no one 
spied on Trump campaign! Mueller 
report you claim cost us so much...
not true. We arrested so many and 
took money back from them! (We 
made out)! Trump is the worst 
president ever! Quit pushing his lies. 
I hate his cult believes and repeats 
every lie. I like everyone, just don’t 
tell me what “I believe, and how this 
man is great. He is not! He is very 
intellectually limited and his igno-
rance is destroying our country!

Sandi Beach
Englewood

Maybe we  
should just ban cars
Editor:

I do not understand why Florida 
doesn’t ban cars. They seem to be 
the latest deadly weapon. These 
idiots hit pedestrians and leave them 
to die. What do you get? A $1,000 fine 
and 6 months of  no driving. What a 
joke.

Whether you kill someone with 
your car or a gun what is the 
difference. The person is dead. You 
left the scene and let them die. You 
need to be charged with murder.

Until the state cracks down 
on these low lifes this will keep 
happening. We need to rally and 
speak up. We will not tolerate the 
nonsense that goes on in Florida. 
Every day you hear these same 
jerks have been ticketed for previous 
driving violations and it just keeps 
going on.

These judges need to stop letting 
everybody back on the streets. I 
do not know how but something 
needs to be done. Do not put it on 
the voting ballot because even if  
we vote yes that does not count in 
Florida. Lock them up and throw 
away the key. Accidents do happen 
and people get hit by cars, but if  you 
just stop and help that is the right 
thing to do.

Cathy Bohling
Port Charlotte

Builders, contractors 
do great service here
Editor:

When I moved here in 1979, I was 
presented with an opportunity that I 
did not know existed. I was informed 
that I should buy an empty lot and 
then hire a contractor to design and 
build a house.

In my native land of  NYC, only 
people like Donald Trump and 
Leona Helmsley get to build their 
own dwellings. The man who 
developed Lake Suzy and Kingsway 
offered me a lot, and said that he 
would defer the payments and that 
he would subordinate the deed to the 
bank that financed the house. That 
man’s confidence in me gave me a 
great start.

My builders constructed the first 
of  two great houses which have 
withstood multiple tropical cyclones. 
All the sub-contractors did a won-
derful job, and those people are still 
my friends and contracted workers, 
even after 41 years.

The people who build houses and 
commercial property in this county 
are skilled, honest and committed. 
They serve the community with 
honor, generosity, and dignity, 
and they have helped me with 
my many projects, including the 
Andes Clinic. I am proud to call 
them friends.

I might also throw in a good word 
for the bankers, Realtors, and real 
estate attorneys who have facilitated 
my transactions over the years. All 
these professionals have illuminated 
and honored my life in Charlotte 
County.

Dr. David Klein
Punta Gorda

Rampant anti-Trump 
journalism is irresponsible
Editor:

The mainstream media is alive and 
well in its deep hatred for our duly 
elected president, Donald Trump. 
A headline on page 1 of  Saturday’s 
Sun mentioned the names of  two 
lawyers on his impeachment defense 
team, then, in the subhead beneath 
that, it declared “Jeffrey Epstein’s 
former lawyers often defend the 
president on Fox News.”

I have to wonder, what about the 
people who often bash the president 
on CNN, MSNBC, in the New York 
Times, LA Times, etc.?

Getting back to the real issues 
here, the main stream media’s 
constant “Let’s all hate Trump” 
narrative is not journalism.

Wait a minute. Let me take that 
back. It is journalism.

It is a shoddy piece of journalism, 
it is hate-filled journalism, it is putrid 
journalism, it is disgusting journalism, 
it is journalism that doesn’t tell you 
what happened but instead tells you 
what the main stream media wants 
you to think. It is journalism that 
loves to say things like “According to 
the president’s critics...”, giving the 
article’s author license to say anything 
negative about President Trump. It is 
irresponsible journalism.

Dave Metcalf
Rotonda West

Saudis no better 
than regime in Iran
Editor:

The assassination of  Iran’s top 
military leader was a mistake. In or-
der to defend it, Trump has claimed 
that Iran is a terrorist nation, sim-
ilar to ISIS or Al-Qaeda. However, 
there is a big difference. Iran is not 
sponsoring terrorist attacks in the 
USA. When they accidentally shot 
down the Ukrainian airplane, they 
eventually admitted it, apologized 
and will pay restitution. This is not 
what ISIS would have done.

Iran is accused of  killing 
Americans by providing support 
to Shia Iraqi militias who have 
killed U.S. soldiers while fighting 
against our presence in Iraq. Killing 
American soldiers in war is not 
equivalent to the 9/11 murders. If  
that were true, we could be consid-
ered as terrorists as well. After all, 
we started the Iraq war, not Iran.

Most importantly, the assassina-
tion is not going to make us safer. 
Iran will not be defeated militarily 
in the way that ISIS was. They will 
get revenge one way or the other. 
Ironically, the same Shia Iraqi 
militias that we label as terrorist 
have actually been fighting against 
the real terrorist, Sunni ISIS.

The largest sponsor of terrorism is 
Saudi Arabia. They promote the vile 
extremist theology, Wahabism, that 
motivates Sunni terrorist groups. The 
9/11 attacks were done by Saudis, not 
Iranians. Saudi Arabia was waging 
a war in Yemen with the same sort 
of support from the USA that Iran 
provides to its proxies, that is causing 
death to many innocent civilians.

Frank Vorlicek Jr.
Rotonda West
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Letters are welcome on virtually any subject, 

but we do have some rules. Please keep them 

to less than 250 words. Letters will be edited 

to length as well as for grammar and spelling. 

All letters must be signed with full name —  not 

initials. An address and telephone number must 

be included, but will not be published. Due to the 

number of letters received, we are able to run 

only one letter per person per month. 

Opinions and statements made in letters are 

solely those of the individual writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, Letters to the 

Editor, 23170 Harborview Road, Charlotte Harbor, 

FL 33980, or email them to letters@yoursun.

com. Further questions, call 941-681-3003.
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DRHorton.com/swfla

1.  PRESERVE AT WEST VILLAGES
     D.R. HORTON
     239.225.2682
     Twin Villas & Single-Family Homes
     from the mid $200s*
     
2.  NORTH PORT HOMESITES
     EXPRESS HOMES
     941.876.3494
     Single-Family Homes
     from the low $200s*
     
3.  PEACHLAND HOMESITES
     EXPRESS HOMES
     239.225.2664
     Single-Family Homes
     from the high $100s*
     
4.  GULF COVE & SOUTH GULF COVE
     EXPRESS HOMES & D.R. HORTON
     239.225.2674
     Single-Family Homes
     from the high $100s*

5.  RIVER CLUB
     D.R. HORTON & EXPRESS HOMES
     239.225.2690
     Single-Family Homes
     from the low $200s*

6.  DEEP CREEK HOMESITES
     D.R. HORTON & EXPRESS HOMES
     239.225.2664
     Single-Family Homes
     from the mid $200s*

7.  CALUSA CREEK
     EXPRESS HOMES
     239.703.8279
     Single-Family Homes 
     from the high $100s*

8.  WATERFORD
     EXPRESS HOMES
     239.225.2677
     Twin Villas & Single-Family Homes
     from the high $100s*

9..  THE LANDINGS AT CORAL CREEK
     EMERALD HOMES
     239.703.8278
     Luxury Townhomes
     from the mid $300s*

10.  MAGNOLIA LANDING
     D.R. HORTON & EXPRESS HOMES
     239.225.2608
     Twin Villas & Single Family Homes
     from the high $100s*

1

More D.R. Horton Communities Near You
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8

7

9

10

Amenity   
Grand Opening 
Celebration
TODAY, JANUARY 26
1 TO 3 PM*

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
view the amazing new resort-style 
amenities at Waterford and...
-  Tour professionally decorated model     
    homes & learn about new move-in      
    ready homes from the high $100s**

-  Enjoy food & refreshments

-  Enter to Win a D.R. Horton Gift Basket!^ 

Located in charming Punta Gorda, 
Waterford offers several new twin villa and 
single-family homes attractively priced 
starting in the high $100s.*  Come see why 
so many people are falling in love with 
Waterford! 

WATERFORD
Punta Gorda, Florida

WATERFORD
Model Homes & Sales Center Open Daily
7492 Mikasa Drive  •  Punta Gorda, FL  33950 

239.225.2677  •  drhorton.com

D.R. Horton is an Equal Housing Opportunity Builder. *

built. 

ad
no

=
37

34
06

6-
1



PAGE 4E SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

Who wouldn’t want such a 
wonderful plaything? Trouble 
is, if  the desire for a phone 
builds in infancy, it can become 
second nature.

TROUBLING RESEARCH
Some researchers have 

already found links between 
excessive screen time, particu-
larly phone use, and attention 
deficits, behavioral issues, 
sleep problems, impaired social 
skills, loneliness, anxiety and 
depression.

Researchers from 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center and Israel’s 
Educational Neuroimaging 
Center recently published 
a study in JAMA Pediatrics 
that focused on cognitive-be-
havioral risks of  exposing 
preschool-aged kids to screen-
based media. That includes 
video games, TV, websites and 
apps. Phones are particularly 
problematic, the study found, 
because they provide mobile 
access to all of  this media. 
They found that screen expo-
sure impedes the formation of  
nerve systems involved in lan-
guage development, expression 

and reading skills.
These findings point to yet 

another consequence of  ex-
cessive screen time, especially 
for younger kids. Since 96% of  
Americans have phones, many 
babies are exposed to screens 
soon after they’re born and the 
stakes of  such exposure are 
becoming better understood.

To be sure, it’s hard if  not 
impossible to assess how much 
time Americans are spending 
looking at screens given the 
countless different ways that 
people use their devices. And 
because not all screen time is 
equally good or bad for you, 
some experts are calling for a 
“Human Screenome Project” to 
assess what we’re doing on our 
screens and to figure out what 
the consequences might be.

DEVELOPING BRAINS
When younger kids are ex-

posed to harmful, habit-forming 
behaviors, such as smoking 
cigarettes or gambling, they’re 
more likely to become addicted 
to those same substances or 
behaviors. Exposure to sec-
ondhand smoke itself  also can 
make kids prone to cigarette 
addiction.

While scientists don’t yet 
know for sure if  that happens 
to kids who observe their 

parents’ phone use, there’s 
ample evidence that kids learn 
from and mimic their parents’ 
behaviors. If  children see their 
parents do something they’re 
not allowed to do, that behavior 
doesn’t seem bad or wrong, and 
they may desire the “forbidden 
fruit” all the more.

My mom, a lifelong smoker, 
had her first cigarette when she 
was 12. After dinner one night, 
her parents, both of  whom 
smoked multiple packs of  
unfiltered cigarettes each day, 
lit up and her dad handed her 
the pack. This was in the 1950s, 
before people knew the effects 
of  smoking.

When she took a drag, 
instead of  coughing, she felt 
like she’d “died and gone to 
heaven.” My mom’s parents 
smoked so often in front of  her 
that she both wanted to do it 
and knew exactly how.

When I see toddlers navigate 
smartphones as though they 
were born using them, this 
story springs to mind.

I’ve seen parents hand 
over iPhones to 2-year-olds to 
placate them in restaurants, 
just as mine sometimes plopped 
me down in front of  the TV to 
keep me occupied. The differ-
ence is that I couldn’t bring 
the TV to the dinner table, or 

anywhere else.
John Hutton, a pediatrician 

who researches the effects 
of  phone use, has found that 
roughly 90% of  U.S. babies are 
exposed to screen time before 
their first birthday, and that 
it’s not uncommon for 2- or 
3-month-olds to watch phones.

Addiction to mobile devices 
is widespread. Jiangang Wang/
Getty Images

BREAKING OLD HABITS
The human brain continues 

developing until we’re roughly 
25 years old, so teenage be-
havior can have a significant 
and lasting impact. Research 
indicates that the adolescent 
brain is particularly prone to 
risk-taking, peer-seeking and 
lack of  impulse control.

Between that and a lifetime 
of  fetishizing screens, is it any 
wonder that so many teenagers 
won’t put their phones down?

My college students describe 
the disconcerting and disap-
pointing quiet that sets in when 
they’re at a table in the dining 
hall or in someone’s dorm 
room and everyone’s deep into 
a phone. Phones facilitate an 
incalculable amount of  im-
portant interactions for them, 
especially with friends and 
family back home.

But by the time they’re in 
college, they can recognize 
and articulate at least some of  
what they’re missing when they 
spend so much time staring at 
screens. They can assess their 
own habits and implement 
some changes if  they so choose, 
but it makes sense that they, 
having been raised with this 
techno-magic, would never 
think of  giving it up.

A 2-month-old or a 2-year-old, 
however, can’t do that. Since 
the frontal cortex of  an adoles-
cent brain is still developing, 
teenagers aren’t fully able to 
reason or control impulses.

Perhaps, most adults can’t 
either. But since it’s up to 
today’s adults to shape younger 
generations, we should be 
aware of  the secondhand effects 
of  our own behavior.

TECH-NIQUE
FROM PAGE 1E
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THE WEEK IN PERSPECTIVE

“It’s going to be like breaking 
up with everyone you know.”

That’s what a colleague 
predicted three years ago when 
I took a new job in Chicago 
and would leave hundreds of  
my primary care patients in 
Boston.

She was right. Six months of  
serial breakups.

I had spent a good part of  the 
prior 15 years developing deep 
relationships with my patients, 
learning about their medical 
problems and, more important, 
their lives and their hopes. 
Knowing my patients helped 
me deliver better medical care 
and better primary care.

But what is primary care? 
We often use a definition that 
includes the “4 C’s.” Primary 
care is first contact and com-
prehensive, the place you call 
first with most of  your med-
ical questions and problems. 
Primary care is coordinated. 
It is the hub. Your primary 
care doctor is the quarterback 
for all of  the other care you 
receive. Finally, primary care is 
continuous, where you get care 
over time.

Primary care is good for you. 
My colleagues and I previously 
found that Americans with 

primary care received more 
high-quality care — recom-
mended cancer screenings, 
better diabetes care, counseling 
and more — and had a better 
experience of  care. Others 
have found that U.S. counties 
with more primary care 
doctors have lower mortality. 
Primary care is associated with 
fewer emergency department 
visits, hospitalizations and 
lower costs. Reliably delivering 
routine primary care to all 
Americans would almost 
certainly improve the nation’s 
health more than any number 
of  “medical breakthroughs” we 
often read about.

Now, despite all the benefits 
of  primary care, our new study 
in JAMA Internal Medicine 
raises an alarm that primary 
care in the United States could 
be slowly dying out.

We found the rates of  
American adults with a prima-
ry care doctor steadily declined 
between 2002 and 2015. In 2015, 
a quarter of  Americans did not 
have a primary care physician. 
Vulnerable groups — blacks, 

Latinos, the uninsured, the 
poor and those with less than 
a high school diploma — were 
more likely to lack primary 
care. Americans in the South 
were less likely than Americans 
in other regions to have 
primary care.

Across ages, 20-somethings 
were the least likely to have 
primary care, with 44% lacking 
a primary care doctor. While it 
is true that younger Americans 
are less likely to need medical 
care, I am concerned we are 
setting up the next generation 
to miss out on recommended, 
preventive care.

Why the decrease in primary 
care? Generational difference 
may play a role. Younger 
Americans may be more 
accustomed to internet-enabled, 
episodic access. The “conve-
nience revolution” has resulted 
in an explosion of  alternative 
sites of  care. Urgent care, retail 
clinics and online medical com-
panies provide easy options, but 
these lack the coordination or 
continuity of  primary care. It 
is easy to make repeated visits, 
but who is keeping track of  
you, especially if  you have a 
problem not solved in a visit or 
two?

Primary care deserves some 
of  the blame. Many primary 
care practices are not optimized 
to be accessible or responsive. 
Primary care is set up, like 
most health care, because of  
the way we are paid, for seeing 
you in person or doing things to 
you. We largely are not paid for 
answering phone calls, respond-
ing to electronic messages or 
coordinating care. The sad fact 
is health systems still make 
more money by treating sick 
people than by coordinating 
care or keeping people healthy.

Beyond the way we pay for 
primary care, the amount 
we spend on primary care is 
part of  the problem. In the 
United States, we spend 5% to 
7% of  our health care dollars 
on primary care, compared 
with 14% in similar countries. 
Medicare only spends 2% to 
4% on primary care. If  we only 
spend 5% of  U.S. health care 
dollars on primary care, is the 
other 95% paying for our failure 
to spend on primary care?

The supply of  primary care 
physicians could be part of  the 
decrease we found. Demand 
for primary care should be 
increasing because of  the aging 
of  the population, changes in 

insurance and other factors, 
but fewer trainees are going 
into primary care and doctors 
are leaving primary care.

My Boston “breakups” were 
difficult at times, but always 
amicable.

Starting a new primary care 
practice in Chicago was hard. I 
had forgotten how challenging 
primary care must seem to our 
medical students and residents 
when every patient is a new 
patient. It has taken me three 
years to start feeling as if  I am 
getting to know a large number 
of  my patients well.

Of  course, I hope these 
deepening relationships will 
allow me to help my primary 
care patients stay as healthy 
as possible. But with fewer 
of  us having primary care 
— especially the vulnerable 
and young — I worry we are 
letting primary care die out and 
jeopardizing the health of  our 
fellow Americans.

Jeffrey A. Linder, MD, MPH, 
FACP, is the Michael A. Gertz 
Professor of  Medicine and 
chief  of  the Division of  General 
Internal Medicine and Geriat-
rics at Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of  Medicine.

Fewer Americans have a primary doctor
JEFFREY A. LINDER

Guest Columnist
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By RONALD DUPONT JR.
DIGITAL EDITOR

When one of  the largest 
companies in the world 
decides to open a branch 
in the area, that gets your 
attention.

The #1 story this week is 
about the Amazon fulfillment 
center coming to Venice. 
Starting wages are $15 an 
hour — a fact that has caught 
the attention of  a lot of  
people.

Interestingly, because the 
property near Jacaranda 
Boulevard and Interstate 75 
was already zoned for such 
a business and didn’t need a 
public approval process, the 
project was a surprise when 
we started asking officials 
about it.

The project certainly raises 
yet more questions about the 
county’s lack of  affordable 
housing, such as apartments. 
After all, where are all those 
workers supposed to live?

Pretty much every time 
a developer wants to build 
apartments, a ton of  “not in 
my backyard” people show 
up and protest the proposal, 
saying that affordable hous-
ing brings crime.

But maybe Amazon can 
force the issue.

Venice City Manager Ed 
Lavallee said he’s interested 
to hear the perspective of  
Amazon, a “forward-think-
ing” company, on affordable 
housing.

I would like to hear 
Amazon’s perspective, too.

OK, here are your Top 
Five stories from all of  Sun 
Newspapers, including 
our special sections and 
magazines.

1 AMAZON FULFILLMENT 
CENTER SET FOR VENICE

OK, trust me on this. 
You need to view the video 
that is with the Amazon 
story.

This video shows the really 
creepy robots that scurry 
around, carrying entire 
shelves full of  products. The 
video is both amazing and 
scary.

To read the story and view the 
video, visit bit.ly/2sO4v9s

2 WHAT’S UP AT THE OLD 
BLUE LAGOON?

I know I’ve said 
this before but, by golly, our 
readers really, really love 
stories about restaurants. 
The latest restaurant story to 
crack the Top Five is about 
the Blue Lagoon Restaurant 
in Englewood.

It has sat deserted on the 
banks of  Oyster Creek for 
three-and-a-half  years while 
locals speculated.

Well, the speculation can 
come to an end. Chef/owner 
Alex King is making prog-
ress toward an end-of-season 
opening of  the new Ken & 

Barb’s Grove City Kitchen, 
named for his snowbird 
parents.

“We’ve been working on the 
interior for over a year,” King 
said. “It will look absolutely 
nothing like the Blue Lagoon, 
which was like one big 1990s 
wedding reception. We ripped 
out everything down to the 
concrete and studs.”

OK, I chuckled at the 
“1990s wedding reception” 
comment. 

To read the entire story, visit 
bit.ly/2NLIT4K

3 SAVE A LOT LEAVING 
ENGLEWOOD

Well, as you know, 
just a few weeks ago, our 
short story on the Save A 
Lot store closing in Port 
Charlotte occupied the #1 
spot for two weeks. I was 
flabbergasted.

I had no idea that Save A 
Lot had such a loyal follow-
ing. Then last week, we ran a 
story on the Save A Lot store 
closing in Englewood.

Ding, ding. The story is in 
the Top Five.

An official with Save A Lot 
said the store is closing due 
to “market factors.” As you 
will learn in the story, the 
corporate offices for Save A 
Lot went through a dramatic 
downsizing recently.

To read the story in its entirety, 
visit bit.ly/2upcB8H

4 MURDOCK’S SHIFT FROM 
WOODS TO URBAN MECCA 
ON DISPLAY MONDAY

This is the second week 
this story has been in the 
Top Five. And unlike the 
situation with the Save A Lot 
stories, I’m not surprised 
this story is making a return 

appearance.
This story gives you a 

deeper look at two gigantic 
planned communities, in-
cluding the one being called 
“West Port” and the other 
community that will include 
a giant water park.

Intrigued? Get all the details at 
bit.ly/30GDX6j

5 BANKRUPT NORTH PORT 
BUILDER EXPLAINS 
DOWNFALL, SPIRALING 

DEBT, TOO MUCH WORK
If  you want to learn how 

somebody can get more busi-
ness than they ever expected 
and still go out of  business, 
this is a story to read.

You will learn about 
developer Elk Ridge Custom 

Homes and how there are 
homes that are not finished 
and why people who put 
down a deposit may not get 
it back.

Even if  you are not excited 
about reading a business 
story, this is educational. 
Hats off to writer Craig 
Garrett for taking a hearing 
before a bankruptcy court 
and translating that into an 
interesting, insightful story.

When you get a chance, 
take a look at the story at 
bit.ly/2TLUjcn

Ronald Dupont Jr. is the 
digital editor for Sun News-
papers. You can reach him 
at ronald.dupont@yoursun.
com.

Amazon’s decision to build here 
easily propelled that story to #1

Stories on a restaurant and, yes, another Save A Lot, also made Top Five

Members Club Decades of news and photos are available at yoursun.com 
to our subscribers only. Don’t be left out!

LAST WEEK’S TOP FIVE STORIES ONLINE

GONDOLIER PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

A bulldozer moves earth along Commerce Drive just outside Venice city limits on Friday as work begins on a new 
Amazon fulfillment center.

PHOTO PROVIDED

In an image provided by Amazon’s corporate media 
website, an employee at a fulfillment center uses Amazon 
robotics to select goods for an order.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The Blue Lagoon’s sign remains, but the restaurant behind 
it changes daily during its conversion to Ken & Barb’s.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The owners of Elk Ridge Custom Homes had abandoned their North Port design office 
in the 4800 block of East Price Boulevard. The firm’s listed owner is back in Chapter 7 
bankruptcy court on Jan. 30

SUN PHOTO BY STEVE REILLY

Gail Bronson has shopped regularly at Englewood Save A 
Lot. He will have to decide upon a new grocer next month 
after the store shuts down Feb. 1.
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Your Money

Name That Company
I trace my roots back to 1949, 

when a 21-year-old started a 
payroll management company 
above an ice cream shop in New 
Jersey. Today, with a market 

value recently near $76 billion, 
I’m a payroll giant; I also assist 

thousands of companies with their 
taxes, human resources administration, 

recruiting, time management, benefits 
administration and more. I serve nearly 
80% of the Fortune 500 companies and 

1 in 6 workers in the U.S. I rake in more 
than $14 billion annually and employ around 

58,000 people worldwide. My clients number 
more than 800,000. Who am I?

Think you know the answer? We’ll announce it in next week’s edition.

than the dollar, the company will 
receive fewer dollars for it; when the 
foreign currency is strong, the value 
converts into more dollars. Thus, 
a strong dollar hurts the financial 
performance of U.S. companies with 
significant operations abroad. 

Some companies even cite adverse 
currency translation effects when 
they report disappointing results. 
Other companies protect themselves 
to some degree from these effects 
perhaps locking in exchange rates via 
contracts. A strong dollar can also 
hurt exports, as American goods will 
cost more for buyers with weaker 
currencies, and that can depress sales.

On the other hand, a strong dollar is 
great for Americans traveling abroad, 
as they’ll get more local currency 
for their money. Imported goods can 
get cheaper for Americans, too. A 
strong dollar will also help American 
companies that buy a lot of products 
or services (such as raw materials or 
outsourced labor) abroad, as they can 
get more bang for their buck.

Investors may want to keep 
 currency effects in mind, as they 
can have a significant impact on 
some companies’ results. Includ-
ing some international revenue in 
your  portfolio can be a good defense 
against a weak dollar.

The Motley Fool Take

Take a Chance  
on Diabetes?

Roughly a third of all Americans 
have diabetes or prediabetes, and 
simply maintaining positive health 
habits is a substantial hurdle for 
many of them. That makes Livongo 
Health (Nasdaq: LVGO) a potential 
disruptor in this space, and presents 
a profit opportunity for patient inves-
tors with a tolerance for risk.

Data-driven Livongo markets a 
handful of wirelessly connected 
devices that have been shown to 
help diabetic and prediabetic patients 
by providing actionable tips to 
improve their health. For example, 
patients who test their glucose level 
with a Livongo-connected meter 
may then receive a message suggest-
ing some exercise (if their glucose is 
high) or a snack (if it’s low). 

In just one year, Livongo’s patient 
count more than doubled to nearly 
208,000, with sales surging 148% 
to $46.7 million in the third quarter 
over the prior-year period..

Importantly, Livongo Health’s 
platform is built on a subscriber 
model. Subscription-based business 
models hang on to customers better 
when economic “hiccups” occur, 
and they provide highly predict-
able revenue and cash flow that 
a  company can use to plot out its 
growth strategy without producing 
operating losses. 

It’s worth noting that Livongo is 
still in the early stages of its growth 
and is currently unprofitable; it’s 
promising, but not a sure thing. (The 
Motley Fool owns shares of and has 
recommended Livongo Health.)

Ask the Fool

My Dumbest Investment

Exorbitant Fees
My dumbest investments were in 

two BlackRock mutual funds full of 
U.S. and international stocks (and 
some bonds). I learned never to pay 
such exorbitant fees and never to 
buy managed mutual funds. I lost 
money with these funds and 
got out a few months ago. 
Now I’m trying to break 
even slowly with stocks and 
index funds. — F.M., online

The Fool Responds: The perfor-
mance of the funds you mentioned 
over the past decade wasn’t spec-
tacular: One fund slightly lagged 
its benchmark index, while the 
other one lagged it meaningfully. 

On top of that, as you noted, 
both funds charged fees for those 
underwhelming returns. Their 
annual fees (“expense ratios”), 
at roughly 1% each, are actually 
not bad at all for managed funds. 
(Managed funds are run by staff 
who study and choose invest-
ments, while passively managed 
funds simply hold whatever is in 
the index they track.) 

The problem is that each of 
those funds carries a 5.25% 
“load” (sales charge) for average 
 investors — so when you buy 
shares in one, you immediately 
lose 5.25% of your investment. 
Most funds these days are no-
load, which is preferable. Some 
 managed funds do quite well, but 
they can be hard to find. Instead, 
just stick with low-fee index funds 
— many charge less than 0.25% 
annually — as they outperform 
most managed funds.

Hostile Maneuvers

QCan you explain hostile 
takeovers? — K.W., Walnut 

Creek, California

ASure. A hostile takeover is, 
as you might have guessed, 

when one company buys another 
— against its will. That’s unlike the 
norm, when two companies agree 
to merge and share information and 
planning throughout the process.

Here’s how a takeover can 
unfold: One company sees value in 
another and targets it for acquisition. 
(Companies whose share prices 
have fallen are extra-vulnerable 
to takeovers.) It makes an offer to 
purchase or merge with the target. 
If the target’s management team 
supports the idea, they will recom-
mend that shareholders approve 
it. The acquirer will typically pay 
shareholders in cash and/or shares 
of itself or the new company, 
 sometimes even paying a premium 
above the target’s going price.

If the target’s management 
rejects the takeover proposal, the 
would-be acquirer may issue a 
 “tender offer,” offering to buy 
shares from shareholders at a 
 premium price until it has enough 
shares to wield control. It might also 
set up a “proxy fight,” urging share-
holders to vote out certain members 
of the board of directors. 

Xerox is currently attempting 
a hostile takeover of HP. Success-
ful hostile takeovers in the past 
include Kraft Foods’ acquisition of 
Cadbury and InBev’s purchase of 
Anheuser-Busch.

***

QWhat’s a money market 
fund? — J.S., Blissfield, 

Michigan

AMoney market funds are 
investments that resemble 

money market accounts, but lack 
FDIC insurance. They’re mutual 
funds that hold short-term, high-
quality investments such as Trea-
sury bills, short-term commercial 
debt and certificates of deposit 
(CDs). They’re seen as fairly safe 
investments, and typically offer bet-
ter interest rates than bank accounts, 
but generally don’t grow quickly. 
Consider both money market funds 
and money market accounts for 
your short-term savings.

Want more information about stocks? 
Send us an email to foolnews@fool.com.

Fool’s School

A Strong Dollar 
Isn’t Always Good
We’re living in a period where 

the U.S. dollar is relatively strong as 
measured against other currencies. 
That certainly sounds like it can only 
be good for America, but in fact, 
there are both pros and cons to a 
strong local currency.

Consider, for starters, that many 
U.S. businesses generate much of 
their income abroad. Coca-Cola, as 
an example, generated more than 
half of its operating revenue outside 
of North America, according to its 
last annual report, while McDonald’s 
reaped 64% of its revenue outside of 
the U.S. So these companies are not 
exchanging burgers and drinks only 
for U.S. dollars — they’re also taking 
in baht, euros, francs, kroner, pesos, 
pounds, ringgits, riyals, rand, rubles, 
rupees, shekels, won, yen and yuan.

The exchange rate between any 
two currencies fluctuates over time. 
When a multinational company 
wants to convert non-U.S. revenue 
into U.S. dollars, the value it gets 
depends on the current exchange 
rate. If the other currency is weaker 

LAST WEEK’S TRIVIA ANSWER
I trace my roots back to the 1971 opening of my first location in 

Seattle’s Pike Place Market. A man who later became my CEO, 
impressed by Italian espresso bars in 1983, got the idea to build a 
similar coffeehouse. I served my first caffe latte the next year. By 
1988, I offered full health benefits to both full-time and part-time 
workers. I’m still known for progressive policies. Today, I boast 
31,000-plus locations in 80 global markets, and also serve tea, 
sandwiches and snacks. My name evokes the first mate in Moby 
Dick. My logo features a siren. Who am I? (Answer: Starbucks)

Want to Invest? Email us at foolnews@fool.com, and we’ll 
send you some tips to start investing. Sorry, we can’t provide 
 individual financial advice.

D ear Dave,
I’m trying very hard to get out of  

debt. I have my beginner emergency fund 
in place, and I’m living on a monthly 

budget. Is it okay to 
include a little wallet 
cash in my budget at this 
point, just in case?

— Andrew

Dear Andrew,
It’s probably not going 

to throw you off too much 
in terms of  getting out of  
debt if  you budget $20 or 
so, just to have some cash 

in your wallet. I wouldn’t recommend 
much more than that, though. The idea 
of  having $50, $100, or $200 in walking 
around money is pretty self-defeating 
when you’re supposedly saving, budget-
ing, and working hard to get out of  debt.

What really matters is the amount of  
pocket money you allow yourself  to have.

Think of  it as a safety valve. 
Sometimes things come up in the 
course of  day-to-day life that are just 
necessary, unexpected expenses—but 
not emergencies. Just designate a small 
amount of  cash for it as part of  your 
regular, monthly budget, and stick to 
that amount!

— Dave

EMERGENCY FUND FIRST, THEN INVESTING
Dear Dave,
Do you think I should stop making 

contributions to my 401(k) for a year, so 
I can save up an emergency fund? I’m 28, 
and debt-free, but I don’t have anything 
saved for emergencies.

— Bryan

Dear Bryan,
If  you’re debt-free and making decent 

money at your job, it shouldn’t take a 
whole year to set aside an emergency 
fund. Just make it a priority in your 
monthly budget. And yes, my advice 
to you is temporarily stop making 

Keep it 
small, and 

budget for it

DAVE RAMSEY
Columnist

SEE RAMSEY, 8E

By CARLA FRIED
RATE.COM (TNS)

If  you have yet to step into the role of  
caregiver, there’s a good chance it may 
be in your future. A 2017 joint survey 
by Merrill Lynch and Age Wave esti-
mated that 40 million Americans have 
already served as a caregiver. With 
the advancing age of  baby boomers, 
20 million more are expected to join the 
caregiving ranks each year.

While caregivers are overwhelmingly 
grateful to step in and help a loved 
one, their generosity comes at a high 

cost. Many caregivers provide financial 
assistance, and the average annual cost 
is about $7,000. Seven in 10 caregivers 
surveyed by Merrill Lynch and Age 
Wave said the financial cost of  caregiv-
ing causes them stress.

If  a 55-year-old adult child spends 
$7,000 a year for five years that’s $35,000 
unavailable to pay down debt or save 
for retirement.

That $7,000 just happens to be the 
maximum contribution anyone at least 
50 years old can make to an IRA this 
year. If  $7,000 was invested in a Roth 
IRA for five consecutive years and then 

left to grow for another 10 years (to 
age 70 for our 55-year-old), that works 
out to about $65,000 in tax-free savings, 
assuming a 5% annualized rate of  
return. So, caregiving work can impact 
retirement planning

Then there are less apparent costs. 
The physical demands of  caregiving 
can make it hard to keep the same 
hours at work, or give the same effort. 
That can mean reduced income. An 
empathetic boss today may not be 
supportive when the next recession 

How to navigate the high 
cost of becoming a caregiver

DREAMSTIME/TNS PHOTO BY MYKHAYLO SAHAN

A 2017 survey estimated that 40 million Americans have served as a caregiver.

SEE CAREGIVER, 8E
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contributions to your 401(k) 
until you have a fully-funded 
emergency fund of  three to six 
months of  expenses.

I recommend people stop 

investing, or wait to start 
investing, until they are debt-
free except for their home and 
have a fully-funded emergency 
fund in place. In some cases, 
depending on how much debt 
they have, it can take two or 
three years to do all this. I 
know that seems like a long 

time, but in the grand scheme 
of  things it’s really not.

If  you don’t have an emer-
gency fund, but you’re contrib-
uting to a 401(k), there’s a good 
chance you’ll end up cashing 
out your 401(k) if  a large, 
unexpected expense comes 
along. Then, when you cash out 

a 401(k) early, you get hit with 
a penalty plus your tax rate. 
That’s not a wise plan!

— Dave

Dave Ramsey is CEO of  
Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 

Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 16 million listeners 
each week on 600 radio 
stations and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave 
on the web at daveramsey.
com and on Twitter at 
@DaveRamsey.

RAMSEY
FROM PAGE 7E

hits, moving you higher up the 
layoff list.

None of  that is a reason to 
question the role of  caregiver. 
Your desire (and need) to care 
for a loved one supersedes all, 
including financial cost. Needed 
by a loved one, you step in and 
do what needs to be done. Yet 
you can — and should — be 
as strategic as possible in 
lessening financial strain. In 
the Merrill Lynch/Age Wave 
survey, seven in 10 respon-
dents said they gave little or 
no thought to their financial 
situation as a caregiver.

That’s potentially setting up 
your own kids’ need to step in 
and help you. Taking time to 
consider ways to limit financial 
strain today can help you 
protect your children’s future.

• Lower living costs free up 
more money for care. Most 
older Americans want to age in 
place

If  you wait until loved ones 
need care, a move becomes 
harder. Helping a 70-year-old 
parent see the financial wisdom 
of  a move today is likely more 
practical than the emotional 
and physical toll of  a move at 
85.

• Resist quitting work as long 
as possible. It’s not just the 
salary you are giving up. Your 

Social Security
Your health insurance could 

also become a huge cost if  
you quit work. The average 
monthly cost of  an individual 
plan for a 60-year-old in 2019 
was pushing $900; that said, if  
you completely stop earning 
income, you could be eligible 
for subsidies that can bring the 
cost way down.

• Set generational priorities. 
An all-too-common pressure 
point for many 50- and 60-year-
olds is providing support to 
adult children

Get paid. That you are 
doing this out of  love is not in 
question. But that doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t be compensated. 
If  you have stopped work, a 

basic goal should be to get paid 
enough to cover your own per-
sonal health insurance and not 
have to touch your retirement 
savings until you are at least 
65. If  the person you are taking 
care of  has the resources, you 
should discuss being paid. You 
may want to consult with an 
elder care attorney for advice 
on drawing up a personal care 
agreement (a contract). The 
National Academy of  Elder 
Law Attorneys has a free online 
search tool.

If  you are taking the caregiv-
ing lead among siblings, there 
should be a family plan for 
paying you. This is not about 
money so you can buy grocer-
ies for Mom or Dad. That’s a 

separate issue. This is about 
you being compensated for 
the time you are putting into 
caregiving.

Also explore state-run 
plans that provide income to a 
caregiver. The most common 
programs are limited to indi-
viduals who are on Medicaid, 
but many states have programs 
that are not tied to Medicaid. 
For example, in Maryland, a 
caregiver who meets certain 
requirements can qualify for 
up to $600 or so in monthly 
payments for taking care of  
someone with income below 
$120,000. The Paying for Senior 
Care website has state-by-
state information on financial 
assistance for caregivers.

CAREGIVER
FROM PAGE 7E

Delores McNeill thought 
it’d be easy-peasy. All 
she wanted was to take 
her iPhone 8 and phone 
number to another 
provider offering lower 
monthly costs.

But AT&T wouldn’t let 
her.

The Rotonda West 
resident told me she 
wasn’t moving anywhere. 
That’s critical, because 
under the Federal 
Communications 
Commission’s local 
number portability rules, 
so long as you remain 
in the same geographic 
area, you can switch any 
telephone service provider 
and keep your existing 
phone number. That 
includes wireline, wireless, 
or IP (Internet Protocol).

It’s called porting.
And it appears McNeill 

followed proper porting 
procedure. About a year 
after purchasing the phone 
through AT&T, she said 
she contacted the new 
provider, which initiates 
the port. Once notified, 
the existing carrier 
(AT&T in this case) then 
automatically cancels the 
account and transfers the 
number. Easy-peasy.

Under FCC rules, the 
whole process is completed 
in one business day. The 
FCC emphasizes once 
service is requested from a 
new company, the existing 
company can’t refuse to 
port a number. That’s even 
if  there’s an outstanding 
service balance or 
termination fee.

So why couldn’t the new 
carrier port McNeill’s 
phone number? Actually, 
it could. Just not to her 
iPhone 8.

That’s because AT&T 
had locked it.

“If  a consumer 
purchased a phone from 
one provider to use on 
that provider’s network, 
the phone may contain 
software that prevents 
it from being operated 
on another provider’s 
technologically compatible 
network,” explains the 
FCC.

“If  you didn’t specifically 
request an unlocked model 
when you purchased your 
phone, odds are good that 
it’s tied to your current 
network,” cautions 
Consumer Reports.

But phone locking and 
unlocking policies vary by 
carrier.

For example, Verizon 
says it automatically 
unlocks any device on any 
plan after 60 days. However, 
AT&T prepaid devices 
must be active for six 
months before they can be 
unlocked. And devices with 
accounts on a monthly 
postpaid installment 
service plan must be active 
for at least 60 days and — 
this is key — the device 
must be paid off in full.

When McNeill 

initially contacted AT&T 
questioning its lock, it 
emailed her it was because 
she had a prepaid plan 
which hadn’t been active 
for the required six 
months. She said she called 
and explained she didn’t 
have a prepaid plan but 
was unable to resolve the 
error.

So, with her AT&T 
account closed after the 
porting request and a 
useless device, McNeill 
said she had no choice 
but to buy a new phone 
through her new provider 
with a new phone number.

Turns out, the real 
problem was McNeill’s 
iPhone 8 wasn’t paid 
off. That’s because to 
qualify for an $85 rebate 
on the phone’s purchase, 
she’d agreed to make an 
additional $1 monthly 
installment payment for 
24 months. After only a 
year, it meant the phone 
wasn’t paid in full. McNeill 
admitted she had no idea 
that the $1 a month was 
keeping her phone locked 
to AT&T’s service.

Unbeknownst to her, 
three days after paying 
off the remaining $12 
balance, AT&T unlocked 
the iPhone 8. But it was too 
late. McNeill was using her 
new phone and number.

After I made AT&T 
aware of  McNeill’s 
situation, it apologized 
for her “inconvenience,” 
blaming the unlocking 
delay to a “system error,” 
offering her a $180 payment 
refund.

The takeaway here? 
If  you want to keep 
your cellular device and 
number but change service 
providers, first call your 
current carrier to verify 
whether the phone’s 
unlocked. Then call the 
new carrier to be sure its 
network is compatible with 
your device. For Verizon, 
call 800-922-0204; T-Mobile 
877-453-1304); Sprint 888-211-
4727; and AT&T 800-331-0500.

And if  you can’t resolve 
a problem porting your 
phone number from 
one service provider to 
another, file a complaint 
with the FCC by calling 
888-CALL-FCC (225-5322).

David Morris is the 
Sun’s consumer advo-
cate. Contact him c/o the 
Sun, 23170 Harborview 
Road, Charlotte Harbor, 
FL 33980; email david.
morris@yoursun.com; or 
leave a message at 941-206-
1114.

Why can’t I change 
my cellphone 

provider?

DAVID MORRIS
Columnist

KIDS AND MONEY

By STEVE ROSEN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE (TNS)

Congress in December 
expanded benefits in tax-favored 
529 college savings plans to 
cover the cost of  apprenticeship 
programs and student loan 
repayments. Other bills expected 
to be debated this year go further.

True, this is an election year 
and impeachment proceedings, 
trade wars and worries in the 
Middle East will make it difficult 
for any legislation to get through 
the congressional gantlet.

But making college more 
affordable for families is a hot 
election issue, just as it was in 
2016, so some possible fixes could 
gain momentum, especially as 
they relate to state-sponsored 529 
savings accounts.

Money contributed after-tax 
to 529s grows tax-deferred and 
is withdrawn tax free when used 
for eligible expenses. There is 
no federal tax deduction for 529 
contributions, but some states 
offer tax breaks.

One promising proposal that 
Congress may take a crack at in 
2020 is the Freedom to Invest in 
Tomorrow’s Workforce Act, which 
could assist those entering the 
workforce or trying to advance in 
their occupation.

Introduced in December with 
bipartisan support in the House 
of  Representatives, the proposed 

legislation (H.R. 5339) would 
expand 529 coverage to a broader 
range of  workforce credentialing 
and certification programs. These 
programs were not part of  the 
Secure Act, which was enacted 
at year-end and included the 
apprenticeship and student loan 
benefits.

Under the workforce act, tuition, 
books, supplies and equipment 
required to enroll in or attend a 
non-degree program that prepares 
individuals for professional 
certification as well as any fees 
charged by certification programs 
for testing would be qualified 
expenses covered in payouts from 
529 accounts.

For example, the bill would 
offer help for teachers seeking to 
be certified as reading specialists, 
college finance majors striving 
for a CPA or financial analyst 
designations and construction 
workers learning to operate 
multi-million-dollar pieces of  
heavy equipment.

The nonprofit College Savings 
Foundation supports the act as 
a way to “close the gap” created 
with the passage of  the Secure 
Act by covering a broader range 
of  workforce programs than just 
apprenticeships.

The Professional Certification 
Coalition and the American 
Society of  Association Executives 
also favor the workplace act.

“The legislation will reach a 

broader and more diverse group 
than just the 50% of  Americans 
who attend college,” said Mary 
Kate Cunningham, ASAE’s vice 
president for public policy, in a 
press release.

SavingforCollege.com, a website 
resource for 529 accounts, in 
early January released its annual 
review of  pending legislation 
affecting college savings 
programs.

One of  the proposals 
highlighted was the 529 Options 
Act (H.R. 2679, S. 1623, and 
S. 220).) The bill would expand 
qualified apprenticeship costs for 
529 plans to include additional 
expenses such as child care and 
travel for those who participate 
in a qualified apprenticeship 
program.

In addition, the Student 
Empowerment Act (H.R. 621 and 
S. 157) allows 529 plans to cover 
K-12 expenses beyond tuition. 
Another bill with bipartisan 
support is H.R. 65, which includes 
homeschooling costs as a 
qualified 529 plan expense.

Regardless of  how any of  this 
legislation plays out, the good 
news for families is that Congress 
has shown a willingness in recent 
years to expand the permissible 
uses of  529 college savings 
plans. The plans now can be 
used to pay for tuition and other 
education expenses starting with 
kindergarten.

Making college more 
affordable is hot 

election issue

SHUTTERSTOCK PHOTO
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NEUROLOGIST EXPLAINS OZZY OSBOURNE’S DIAGNOSIS SEE 6F

By DAVID TARRANT
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

On his bed, David Mojica 
keeps a stuff ed fi gure of  
Captain America.

Anyone who knows David’s 
story and his fi ght to survive 
a life-threatening medical 
condition immediately makes 
the connection.

Captain America is not your 
typical superhero because he 
doesn’t have any superpowers. 
But every time he’s knocked 
down, he gets back up — with 
gusto. “I can do this all day,” is 
his catchphrase.

That’s resilience. And that, 
according to his family, friends 
and teachers, is David.

For a year and a half, David, 
15, has faced a villain, called 
aplastic anemia, which is 

attacking his blood system.
David’s bone marrow wasn’t 

making enough blood cells for 
his body. His level of  blood 
platelets — needed to form clots 
to stop bleeding — dropped 
dangerously low and put him at 
great risk for internal bleeding. 
A normal platelet count ranges 
from 150,000 to 400,000. Around 
the time of  his diagnosis, 
David’s platelet count had 
dropped to about 1,000.

Always an active kid before 
his diagnosis, David used to 
spend his spare time playing 
basketball in the backyard, 
or rolling through his neigh-
borhood on a skateboard. He 
played the oboe in his school 
band.

But then in late spring of  
2018, David started getting red 
spots on his chest and neck. His 

mom took him to the doctor for 
a blood test, which revealed he 
had the rare and life-threaten-
ing blood disorder.

The condition put him in 
constant peril of  excessive 
bleeding of  which the red spots 
on his skin were one sign. He 
was vomiting blood. He woke 
up with bloody blisters in his 
mouth. Even a tiny paper cut 
could make him vulnerable.

“He was getting a lot of  blood 
transfusions, platelets,” said his 
mother, Erica Martinez.

The diagnosis put David in 
desperate need of  a bone-mar-
row transplant from someone 
with similar genetic markers. 
Neither of  David’s two broth-
ers was a match. His doctors 
conducted a broader donor 
search for him in registries like 
Be The Match.

They came up empty.
Turns out that David’s 

ancestry — Mexican-American 
— reduces his chance of  
fi nding a bone marrow donor. 
For David, and for thousands 
of  patients in the U.S. with 
blood diseases such as aplastic 
anemia, leukemia or sickle cell 
anemia, survival depends on 
fi nding a donor with a similar 
ethnic background.

STEEP ODDS
But for minorities like David, 

the odds of  fi nding a matched 
donor are steep, according to 
Be The Match, a nonprofi t that 
maintains the world’s largest 
registry of  potential bone 
marrow donors.

Of  the 20 million registered 
donors in the Be The Match 

registry, most are Caucasian. 
The ethnic imbalance in the do-
nor pool means the likelihood 
of  fi nding a match is greatest 
for whites — 77 percent. 
Hispanics have 46% chance for 
fi nding a match. For African-
Americans, it’s just 23 percent, 
according to Be The Match.

Be The Match says the un-
even distribution of  donors has 
its roots in a myriad of  factors, 
including language barriers 
and mistrust of  the medical 
system among many African 
Americans that dates back 
decades and stems from cases 
like the notorious Tuskegee 
syphilis experiments from 1932 
to 1972.

Without a suitable donor, doc-
tors started David on a regimen 

TNS PHOTO

David Mojica suff ers from aplastic anemia and for patients like him there is a desperate need to fi nd bone marrow donors of Latino origin.

Dallas teen waiting for bone marrow transplant is inspired by Captain America
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of  medications to raise 
his blood platelet count. 
So far, the medications 
have worked and David’s 
platelet count is back in 
the normal range, said 
Martinez.

Now doctors are 
beginning to wean him 
off  the medication, which 
comes with its own risk. 
“If  he relapses, he would 
need a bone marrow 
transplant to be cured,” 
she said, adding that “a 
lot of  people are praying” 
for David.

FIGHTING BACK
David’s situation could 

have defeated him. But 
that’s where his alter ego, 
Captain America, comes 
into play. The disease 
knocked David fl at on his 
back. But he got back up 
and started fi ghting.

Earlier this year, he 
uploaded a video to 
YouTube and starting 
talked about his medical 
journey. He also made a 
personal appeal for more 
bone marrow donors who 
look like him.

David decided to make 
the video after his doctor 
explained that there was 
a need for more people 
of  Hispanic ethnicity to 
register as potential blood 
marrow donors.

“So I was like, more 
people should know about 
this,” David said. “And 
I could be one of  those 
messengers.”

He didn’t stop there.
Last spring, David 

helped organize a 
bone-marrow drive 
at Duncanville High 
School, where he’s now a 
sophomore. Friends and 
family joined him in the 
eff ort to register donors, 
who have to be at least 18 
years old. They signed up 
about 30 students during 
lunchtime.

Then in late October, 

David and his family 
teamed up with Be The 
Match to sponsor another 
bone marrow drive. 
About two-dozen schools 
attended the marching 
band invitational in 
Duncanville, where David 
still plays the oboe in the 
school’s band.

That day, more than 
60 people registered, got 
their cheeks swabbed and 
submitted their samples 
to Be The Match.

FAMILY IS SUPERPOWER
Shaunna Kile, David’s 

English teacher who is 

also a Duncanville band 
parent, said David’s 
superpower is his family.

His mother and his 
two older brothers 
“have rallied around one 
another in a way that’s 
amazing to me,” said Kile, 
who also knows David’s 
older brothers, Saul 
Erick Padilla and Andrew 
Mojica, from when they 
were in the school band.

Last year, Saul Erick 
left Texas A&M, where 
he was a freshman to 
help out. “I felt I could 
be here where my mom 
needs me and lighten 
her load a little,” he said. 

Martinez works full-time 
as a medical assistant for 
a doctor.

He plans to return to 
A&M and study genet-
ics. In the meantime, 
he’s taking classes at a 
community college.

“These guys are out 
there fi ghting for an 
amazing cause, and it’s 
not just for their brother 
— it could be a match for 
anyone,” Kile said.

“And yet, they’re out 

there at these donor 
drives saying ‘Please do 
this, make a diff erence, 
you can save a life.’ It’s 
just incredible,” she said.

David said he visited 
with a family in Balch 
Springs, whose son also 
needed a bone marrow 
donor. “It was like they 
were part of  the family, 
too, because they were 
going through the same 
thing we were.”

He’s fi ghting for them, 

too, and others facing the 
same threat.

“It’s like we’re a 
community of  people 
who need to spread the 
word because what if  it 
does happen to your son 
or child, or maybe you’re 
an adult and it happens 
to you and you need a 
donor,” David said.

“And it’s such a bless-
ing,” he said, “if  you fi nd 
a match.”

DONOR
FROM PAGE 1F
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Texas student David Mojica helps his mother Ericka Martinez with dinner at their home.
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By SHARYN JACKSON
STAR TRIBUNE

When Marvel Bar, the 
Minneapolis cocktail lounge, 
reopened after a winter break, 
something was missing behind 
the bar: the alcohol.

Top-shelf  liquors were 
replaced with an elaborate 
installation of  dried flowers. 
A counter that once held 192 
bottles of  whiskey is now a 
bookshelf  featuring, among 
other titles, Anthony Bourdain’s 
“Kitchen Confidential,” a pocket 
guide to herbs, and an illustrat-
ed volume on cats that live in 
distilleries.

The whiskey? It’s still there, 
just tucked out of  sight.

These days, Marvel Bar 
doesn’t look much like a bar 
at all, in the traditional sense, 
anyway. Yet its bartenders are 
still shaking and stirring some 
of  the most mouthwatering 
cocktails in town, minus one 
crucial ingredient.

As more Americans cut down 
on alcohol consumption, Twin 
Cities cocktail menus are evolv-
ing to meet demands for more 
than a simple seltzer and lime. 
“Mindful drinking” and “sober 
curious” movements, Dry 
January and Sober October are 
just some of  the buzzwords — 
without the buzz — that reflect 
a surge of  bar and restaurant 
consumers who want a drink, 
without drinking.

Marvel Bar’s dramatic new 
look is part of  a four-month 
“exploration” into nonalcoholic 
cocktails, a program it’s calling 
“Dry” that includes classes 
and panel discussions, in 
addition to a new drink menu. 
(Traditional alcoholic cocktails 
are still available, but they’re 
downplayed.)

Meanwhile, customers at P.S. 
Steak can get a nonalcoholic ne-
groni that mixes verjus (nonfer-
mented wine grape juice) with 

a bitter soda. Travail’s Uffda 
pop-up has a list of  “church 
basement punches” that riff 
on different colors of  Kool-Aid. 
And Demi offers a multicourse 
“temperance pairing” of  alco-
hol-free beverages with dinner.

“The best bars exist to make 
people feel welcomed,” said 
Nathaniel Smith, bar director 
for Travail Collective. “I don’t 
see why every cocktail bar in 
town wouldn’t have a section 
of  their menu dedicated to 
a large percentage of  the 
population.”

More than half  of  Americans 
21 and older abstain from 
alcohol at some point in the 
year, according to Nielsen data. 
Half  of  those who hold back on 
booze say they do it for health. 
Other reasons respondents gave 

were weight loss, the price of  
drinks and bad experiences.

“It’s all part of  the desire for 
a healthier lifestyle that has 
seen a corresponding rise in 
vegetarianism and veganism,” 
said Fiona Beckett, author of  
a new book of  recipes, “How 
to Drink Without Drinking.” 
“Just as people are deciding not 
to eat meat — or so much meat 
— they’re deciding not to drink 
or only drink at certain times 
or on certain days. And there 
are so many more good options 
than there used to be.”

While beer consumption, for 
example, has been in decline 
over the past five years, increas-
ingly popular nonalcoholic 
beverages including kombucha 
and sparkling water have grown 
into an $86.5 billion industry.

As with many health-based 
trends, millennials (ages 24 to 
39) are fueling the movement to 
lighten up on liquor. More than 
two-thirds of  American millen-
nials say they’re trying to cut 
back on how much they drink, 
according to Nielsen.

While that generation has 
been saddled with blame for 
the demise of  everything from 
golf  to mayonnaise, it turns out 
nightlife isn’t on death row. It’s 
adapting.

“People our age aren’t going 
to go out and have a Shirley 
Temple,” said Eric Dayton, 
Marvel Bar’s co-owner. “What 
we’re making is every bit as 
sophisticated as something with 
alcohol.”

The 39-year-old quit 
drinking three years ago and 

immediately saw what he called 
ripple effects: He lost 30 pounds, 
slept better and had more 
energy.

But he was unimpressed 
with his options when he went 
to bars to socialize: cranberry 
juice and soda water were too 
limiting.

The drink scene has changed, 
he said. Dayton and others 
attribute the rapid rise of  nonal-
coholic cocktail menus to more 
bar professionals reducing their 
own alcohol consumption.

“People who work in hos-
pitality are becoming more 
thoughtful about our health,” 
he said. At the same time, “it’s 
becoming more common to 
have a more elevated experience 
than what I was having before.”

Many bars now serve nonal-
coholic beverages in the same 
glassware as martinis and 
spritzes, whereas a couple of  
years ago, nondrinkers typically 
got their sodas by the pint.

Having more varied drink 
offerings that actually look 
like cocktails can make all the 
difference for customers who 
don’t want to stand out, such as 
women in early pregnancy, who 
are expected to take temporary 
breaks from alcohol.

They have had to endure 
paltry drink selections until 
only recently. It’s an imbalance 
that’s not lost on the male bar 
professionals who are now 
abstaining from alcohol for 
their own health.

“When I started out in the 
late ’90s, there was kind of  a 
generic term for a nonalcoholic 
cocktail, which is ‘My Wife’s 
Pregnant,’ ” said Jeff Rogers, 
bar director for Jester Concepts, 
which owns P.S. Steak. “We see 
pregnant people come in and 
they can’t drink for 10 months, 
and instead of  throwing a 
bunch of  juice together, we can 
come up with way more than 
that.”

Millennials are fueling the 
movement to lighten up on liquor

SHUTTERSTOCK

“Mindful drinking” and “sober curious” movements, Dry January and Sober October are just 
some of the buzzwords that reflect a surge of bar and restaurant consumers who want a drink, 
without drinking.
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By NEIL B. ZUSMAN, M.D., 
FACS 

ZUSMAN EYE CARE CENTER

Glaucoma is a disease 
of  the optic nerve, the 
part of  the eye that 
carries the images to the 
brain for us to interpret. 

The optic nerve is made 
up of  many nerve fi bers, 
like an electric cable con-
taining numerous wires. 
When damage to the optic 
nerve fi bers occurs, blind 
spots in the vision devel-
op. Typically, these blind 
spots initially occur in 
the peripheral vision and 
may go undetected until 
signifi cant optic nerve 
damage occurs, resulting 
in permanent blindness. 
This is why glaucoma is 
known as the “silent thief  
of  vision.”

Clear liquid called the 
aqueous humor circulates 
inside the front portion of  
the eye. This is diff erent 
from the tears on the 
external surface of  the 
eye. Normally there is an 
equilibrium between the 
fl uid secreted into the eye 
and the amount that fl ows 
out through a microscopic 
drainage system to main-
tain a healthy level of  
pressure within the eye. If  
the drainage area for the 
aqueous humor, known 
as the drainage angle, is 
blocked or not working 
normally, the excess fl uid 
cannot fl ow out of  the 
eye and the intraocular 
pressure increases. This 
pressure causes damage 
to the weakest part of  
the wall of  the eye, which 
happens to be the optic 
nerve.

Early detection and 
treatment are the keys 
to preventing optic nerve 
damage and blindness 
from glaucoma.

HOW PREVALENT 
IS GLAUCOMA?

Glaucoma is one of  the 
leading causes of  blind-
ness in the United States. 
It is estimated that over 
4 million Americans have 
glaucoma. Unfortunately, 
up to half  of  them are 
unaware they have the 
disease. Worldwide 
there may be as many 
as 70 million people that 
have glaucoma.

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF GLAUCOMA?

Chronic or primary 
open angle glaucoma is 
the most common form. 
The drainage angle is 
open but becomes less 
effi  cient over time. This 
results in a gradual 
increase in pressure that 
can damage the optic 
nerve. In some patients, 
the optic nerve becomes 
sensitive even to normal 
pressure and is at risk 
for damage — this is 
known as normal tension 
glaucoma. In either case, 
treatment is necessary 
to prevent further optic 
nerve damage and vision 
loss. Typically, open-an-
gle glaucoma has no 
symptoms in the early 

stages and vision remains 
normal until the optic 
nerve sustains signifi cant 
damage.

Closed-angle glaucoma 
causes a more sudden 
rise in eye pressure. 
The drainage angle may 
become partially or 
completely blocked when 
the iris (the colored part 
of  the eye) is pushed 
over this area. This 
often occurs in small or 
farsighted eyes. Since 
the fl uid cannot exit the 
eye, intraocular pressure 
builds rapidly and causes 
an acute closed-angle 
attack. Symptoms may 
include: severe eye pain 
and redness, blurred 
vision, colored halos, 
headache, nausea and 
vomiting. This is a true 
eye emergency and can 
cause loss of  vision in a 24 
hour period. An urgent la-
ser treatment (iridotomy) 
is required to break the 
attack. Fortunately, this is 
much less common than 
open-angle glaucoma.

Other types of  glau-
coma may be associated 
with trauma, medications 
(especially steroids), 
infl ammation or tumors 
in the eye.

WHO IS AT RISK FOR 
GLAUCOMA?

The most important 
risk factors include: 
age (typically over 50 

years old), elevated eye 
pressure, family history 
of  glaucoma, African 
or Hispanic ancestry, 
farsightedness or high 
nearsightedness, past 
eye injuries, thinner 
central corneal thickness, 
systemic health problems 
including diabetes, 
migraine headaches and 
poor circulation and 
pre-existing thinning of  
the optic nerve.

HOW IS GLAUCOMA 
DETECTED?

Early detection and 
treatment of  glaucoma 
is essential to prevent 
permanent loss of  vision. 
Therefore, complete eye 
examinations are the 
only sure way to detect 
glaucoma. Only check-
ing the pressure of  the 
eye (tonometry) is not 
suffi  cient to determine if  
one has glaucoma — this 
is only one component of  
the evaluation. Additional 
testing includes: inspec-
tion of  the drainage angle 
of  the eye with a special 
instrument (gonioscopy), 
evaluation of  the optic 
nerve through a dilated 
pupil (ophthalmoscopy), 
and evaluation of  the 
peripheral vision (visual 
fi eld testing or perimetry).

Today there are more 
sophisticated technologies 
to monitor for optic nerve 
damage. In our offi  ce we 
use several technologies: 
1). Optical coherence 
tomography which is a 
computerized imaging 
technique that uses laser 
light to make a 3D image 
of  the back of  the eye, 
2). Heidelberg retina 
tomography which is a 
confocal scanning laser 

ophthalmoscope that 
produces an accurate, de-
tailed 3D topographic map 
of  the optic nerve and 
3). Digital photographs 
which provide stereo pic-
tures of  the optic nerves. 
All these modalities give 
baseline information 
of  the optic nerve that 
allows for comparison in 
the future to detect early 
progression of  damage.

HOW IS GLAUCOMA 
TREATED?

The treatment of  glau-
coma involves lowering 
the intraocular pressure 
to protect the optic nerve. 
Traditional treatment for 
glaucoma involves the 
use of  medications in the 
form of  eye drops or pills 
to lower the eye pressure. 
Signifi cant advancements 
in eye drops in the past 
decade have enabled pa-
tients to control glaucoma 
with as little as one drop 
per day. Nevertheless, all 
medications have the po-
tential for side eff ects and 
this needs to be discussed 
thoroughly with the 
treating eye doctor.

Laser treatment for 
glaucoma became pop-
ular in the early 1980’s. 
In our offi  ce we off er a 
more advanced technol-
ogy known as Selective 
Laser Trabeculoplasty. 
This safe and eff ective 
treatment uses laser light 
to stimulate the body’s 
own healing response to 
“clean up” the drainage 
angle and lower the eye 
pressure without causing 
thermal damage like the 
previous lasers. It has 
approximately an 80% 
success rate and may 
enable patients to get 

off  their eye drops! The 
treatment takes less than 
5 minutes, is essentially 
painless and is performed 
in the offi  ce setting.

Laser iridotomy 
mentioned above for 
closed-angle glaucoma is 
a brief  procedure that cre-
ates a hole in the iris to 
improve fl ow of  aqueous 
fl uid to the drain. This is 
performed emergently to 
prevent sudden blindness 
during an attack. It is 
also performed prophy-
lactically if  the physician 
believes the patient is at 
risk for an attack due to a 
narrow drainage angle.

Glaucoma surgery is 
typically the last resort 
for glaucoma patients 
that cannot be controlled 
with medications or laser 
treatment. This involves 
making a “man-made” 
drainage opening in the 
wall of  the eye and can be 
associated with complica-
tions. New microinvasive 
glaucoma surgery is on 
the horizon which looks 
very promising.

Although there is no 
cure for glaucoma, early 
detection and treatment 
can prevent optic nerve 
damage and permanent 
loss of  vision. Advanced 
technologies and treat-
ments have made it 
easier for the physician 
to accomplish this goal. 
Treatment for glaucoma 
requires teamwork be-
tween the patient and the 
eye doctor. The patient 
must be responsible to 
take the recommended 
medication and follow 
up with the eye doctor as 
recommended.

Anyone with risk 
factors should have a 
complete eye exam. The 
results of  that exam will 
dictate how often the 
patient should be evalu-
ated. Adults without risk 
factors should get an eye 
disease screening at age 
40. Adults 65 years and 
older should have an eye 
exam every one to two 
years as recommended by 
an eye doctor.

Neil B. Zusman, M.D., 
FACS is a board-certifi ed 
ophthalmologist who 
has been practicing in 
Charlotte County for 30 
years. His offi  ce is located 
at Harbor Professional 
Centre, 3430 Tamiami 
Trail, Suite A, Port 
Charlotte. Dr. Zusman can 
be reached at 941-624-4500.

What is glaucoma?
The condition 

is known as 

the ‘silent thief 

of vision’

High pressure 

damages the 

optic nerve.Drainage 
canal blocked 

Too much fluid 

stays in the eye, 

which increases 

pressure.

NORMAL 
EYE

GLAUCOMA
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We Care About Your Kids

We Offer Programs for the Entire Family

1700 Tamiami Trail, Unit E5, Port Charlotte , FL 33948
941-624-5200

Offi ce hours 4-6pm
worldmartialartsacademy-inc.com
facebook.com/WMAAMasterCasta
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Adult Classes Available

Spaces Available for 
Martial Arts Pick Up Program

New Years Special
3 Months of Traditional 

Classes for only $80 per month  
Good for new students only
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Ricardo Gauthier, Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

941.505.0400

The Best of Charlotte 
for the Past 10 Years!

We offer a complete range of 
audiology services for our clients 
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We participate in most insurance programs

100 Madrid Blvd Suite 214 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

www.harboraudiology.net

Ricardo Gauthier, Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

We participate in most insurance programs
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LOOKING FOR A NEW MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA DOCTOR?

IF ONE DOOR CLOSES,
IONA CANNABIS CLINIC
OPENS ANOTHER.

Proven pain relief qualities

Not addictive, unlike opioids

Fewer side effects

Additional medical benefi ts
Certifi ed Medical Marijuana Clinic
Now accepting new patients

Getting your Cannabis Card is easier than you think.

Schedule an appointment. Find out if you qualify today

941-375-6775
ICCPortcharlotte.com

3524 Tamiami Trail
#105G, Port Charlotte

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA CARDS

ONLY $150
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THERE IS A REASON WE 
ARE THE TOP MEDICAL CANNABIS CLINIC 
IN ALL OF FLORIDA...

WE TAKE CARE OF OUR PATIENTS!

General and Medical Dermatology  |  Phototherapy
Skin Cancer Screening and Treatment  |  Anti-Aging

Men’s Therapies  |  Mohs Surgery  |  Pediatric Dermatology
Skin Care Products  |  Facial Rejuvenation 

FloridaSkinCenter.com 
239.236.8588 

OFFICES: FORT MYERS | CAPE CORAL | LEHIGH ACRES | PUNTA GORDA

Hablamos  
ESPAÑOL1 

• We welcome you as our guest with gracious 
hospitality and attentive concern.

• We provide comfortable suite-style exam 
rooms and amenities.

• We are the ASDS number one provider of 
free skin checks in America.

SAME DAY & WEEK APPOINTMENTS
239.236.8588

329 East Olympia Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL

At Florida Skin Center, we have high standards for providing 
skin care for you and your family. Founder and Chief 
Medical Officer, Aurora Badia, DO, MD, is an acclaimed 
Board-Certified Dermatologist for diagnosing and treating 
complex conditions and Chetan Vedvyas, MD, Board-
Certified Dermatologist is also a Harvard-Trained Mohs 
Surgeon specializing in skin cancer removal. 

Chetan Vedvyas, MD sightful
Our diagnostics are
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EIGHT CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

It’s an ideal time to talk with our dry eye specialist 
while enjoying a complimentary lunch.

941-300-0857
or visit 

“Latest Advancements in
  Dry Eye Treatment”
presented by Dr. Darren Morchesky, 

You can learn about the signs of dry eye 
and treatment options, including:

•  LipoFlow
•  BlephEx
•  Which drops are best
•  Punctal Plugs

Com pl imentary
LUNCH&LEARN

COMPLIMENTARY 
LUNCH

AND LEARN
Latest Advancements 

in Dry Eye
Treatment

R.S.V.P. Today!
Hurry, spa ce is limied.

WHERE

It ’s an ideal time to talk with
Dr. Darren Morch esky.

wh ile enjoying a
com pl imentary lunch .

CALL US

941-300-0857

OR VISIT

WHEN

WHAT TIME

Abo ut the Specialist
Dr. Darren Morchesky
Physician. In addition to dry eye, cataract diagnosis and 

About Dry Eye

burning or irritated eyes.

questions, the doctor can address

Favorite Things

Are your eyes red, irritated, watery or dry?
Meet the Specialist & Learn about Dry Eye Treatment Options
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By MICHAEL OKUN
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

For many, hearing 
the word “Parkinson’s” 
conjures an image of  
tremors. But Parkinson’s 
disease, brought about by 
loss of  nerve and other 
brain cells, is actually 
an incredibly complex 
movement disorder that 
can cause symptoms as 
wide-ranging as smell 
loss, thinking issues, 
depression and swal-
lowing problems. More 
than 1 million people in 
the U.S. have the illness, 
and millions more loved 
ones and caregivers are 
affected by it, too.

Rocker Ozzy Osbourne 
announced Jan. 21, 
that he has a type of  
Parkinson’s called Parkin, 
named after the gene as-
sociated with this type of  
Parkinson’s. Parkin is in-
volved in maintaining the 
energy-producing area of  
cells, called mitochondria. 
This type of  the disease 
often responds well to 
deep brain stimulation.

While Osbourne, 71, 
said it’s been “terribly 
challenging for all of  us,” 
he also plans to tour again 
in the fall. Osbourne had 
several medical issues last 
winter, including a fall, 
neck surgery and hospi-
talization for the flu.

Thanks to medical 
advances and better 
treatments, both patients 
and physicians under-
stand that Parkinson’s is 
a livable disease, and that 
people with this condition 
can be happy, healthy and 
successful.

I am a professor of  
neurology who specializes 
in Parkinson’s and the 
medical director for the 
Parkinson’s Foundation. 
While I cannot speak to 
Osbourne’s diagnosis 
specifically, I would not 
be surprised if  Osbourne 
achieves his goal of  
touring again in the fall. 
There are many treat-
ments for Parkinson’s, 
and some patients are 
going to live for 10, 20, 
30, even 40 years with 
the disease. We are just 
beginning to understand 
why some patients can 
live long and happy lives 
with Parkinson’s.

UPDATING APPROACHES  
TO PARKINSON’S

We know from the 
scientific literature that 
patients who see even a 
general neurologist have 
lower rates of  morbidity, 
mortality and nursing 
home placement. But 

given that the majority of  
Parkinson’s patients are 
under the care of  general 
practitioners, internists 
and family medicine doc-
tors, how do we help all of  
those who are affected by 
Parkinson’s?

Based on studies 
that show that people 
are living longer with 
Parkinson’s, one of  the 
first messages we need to 
impart is that life is most 
certainly not over. A sec-
ond important message is 
that medications, new and 
old, can and do make a 
difference.

These findings under-
score the necessity of  
having doctors trained in 
Parkinson’s.

And yet, there is a crit-
ical shortage of  doctors 
trained specifically in 
how to treat Parkinson’s 
disease. Only 40 to 50 
new Parkinson’s special-
ists — neurologists with 
fellowship training in the 
disease — go into practice 
each year across this 
country. And according to 
national doctor fellowship 
match data, this number 
has been relatively flat for 
the last five years. This 
shortage could worsen as 
the 70 million baby boom-
ers age, as Parkinson’s is 
a disease that typically 
affects older people; the 
average age of  diagnosis 
is in the early 60s.

Also, as medical direc-
tor of  the Parkinson’s 
Foundation, I have 
come to realize that 
there is a gap between 

how physicians manage 
Parkinson’s in clinics 
nationwide and what 
we actually know from 
evidence and from 
experience in treating this 
disease for many years. In 
particular, many gener-
alists remain unaware of  
treatments beyond the 
standard use of  medica-
tions that have been used 
since the 1970s, and there 
is a lack of  appreciation 
for the importance of  
the timing of  medication 
dosages.

For example, there is 
a myth that when you 
diagnose Parkinson’s, 
you prescribe a medicine 
called carbidopa-levodopa 
(also called Sinemet) 
three times a day, and 
that’s all.

But Parkinson’s is 
an incredibly complex 
disease with more than 
20 motor and nonmotor 
features. The idea that 
dopamine, the main 
active ingredient in 
carbidopa-levodopa, is the 
only drug and the only 
treatment and there’s 
nothing more you can 
do — that’s a myth. This 
is something we must 
make sure to emphasize 
and educate doctors in 
training and those seeing 
these patients in practice.

Many patients in my 
practice improve sig-
nificantly with physical 
therapy and occupational 
therapy, and several have 
used acting techniques 
to improve masking of  
the face. Singing groups 

provide an opportunity 
to enhance vocal volume 
and strengthen swal-
lowing muscles — and 
to socialize with other 
people facing similar 
challenges.

TIMING MAY NOT BE 
EVERYTHING, BUT IT  
IS IMPORTANT

In one of  my articles, I 
tried to lay a framework 
for the different phases a 
Parkinson’s patient may 
go through and the many 
types of  treatments that 
are available today. We 
now know, for example, 
that in the early phase 
of  Parkinson’s, specific 
exercises can be just 
as important as, if  not 
more important in some 
patients than, medica-
tions. Understanding the 
options and windows 
of  opportunity can be 
the difference between 
success and failure.

We also now know 
that the timing of  medi-
cations is critical and in 
many cases needs to be 
exactly aligned to partic-
ular hours of  the day. In 
addition, some patients 
see benefits by changing 
drug dose, adjusting 
medication intervals and 
possibly the addition of  
one of  many other drugs.

There are windows of  
opportunity for some pa-
tients where great benefit 
may result from surgical 
therapy. These include 
deep brain stimulation or 
the use of  an externally 
worn pump that infuses a 

gel formation of  a dopa-
mine medication directly 
into the small intestine, 
which is a newer therapy 
approved by the FDA two 
years ago. There is also 
focused ultrasound for 
some cases of  tremor. 
But the physician must 
be aware of  what those 
windows are, and who 
are the patients likely to 
experience benefit.

In other words, we must 
tailor the treatment to the 
patient.

What’s more, in 
Parkinson’s disease 
there is the possibility 
of  an array of  nonmove-
ment-related symptoms, 
such as speech problems, 
hallucinations and de-
pression. These nonmotor 
symptoms are commonly 
more disabling than the 
motor symptoms such as 
tremor or stiffness. Today, 
experts are involving 
social workers and coun-
selors and also commonly 
using antidepressant and 
cognitive enhancers in 
their care.

As a field, we neurol-
ogists need to better un-
derstand that Parkinson’s 
patients have many choic-
es of  therapies, and this 
is a compelling reason 
why special Parkinsons’ 
doctors are needed. When 
treated appropriately, 
Parkinson’s is a livable 
condition. We need to 
educate more general 
practitioners and gen-
eral neurologists on the 
basics of  tailoring care 
for Parkinson’s disease, 

and we need to dedicate 
more money to training 
more Parkinson’s-specific 
neurologists.

There is more reason 
for hope for patients 
of  Parkinson’s and 
their loved ones, and 
every Parkinson’s patient 
should have a tailored 
plan for success and a 
happy life. Hopefully we 
will see Ozzy back on the 
road soon.

Ozzy Osbourne has a type of Parkinson’s disease called Parkin: A neurologist explains

AP FILE PHOTO

Ozzy Osbourne, the 71-year-old Grammy winner and former vocalist for the metal band Black Sabbath said 
during an interview on “Good Morning America” that aired Jan. 21, that he’s been diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease, a nervous system disorder that affects movement. The diagnosis came after a fall last year.

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

Neuro Challenge 
for Parkinson’s 

patients and 
caregivers

St. David’s, 401 S. 

Broadway, Englewood, 

is welcoming Neuro 

Challenge, a nonprofit 

organization dedicated 

to improving the quality 

of life of people with 

Parkinson’s and their 

caregivers. Neuro 

Challenge provides 

ongoing monthly 

support groups, 

educational programs, 

and individualized 

care, advising to help 

empower people 

with Parkinson’s and 

their caregivers with 

A Better Approach to 

Parkinson’s. They will 

meet in St. David’s 

Parish Hall every the 

third Friday of every 

month at 10 a.m. For 

more information, call 

941-926-6413, 941-474-

3140 or go to www.

neurochallenge.org.

Southwest Florida 
Dystonia Support 

Group
Learn about dystonia 

and meet others in the 

community. Dystonia 

is a neurological 

movement disorder 

that causes excessive, 

involuntary muscle 

contractions. Individuals 

with all forms of 

dystonia as well as 

family and friends are 

welcome to attend. 

10:30 a.m. Jan. 29 at 

Shannon Staub Public 

Library, study room 

141, 4675 Career Lane, 

North Port. For more 

information or to RSVP, 

contact Katrina Lehnert 

at lehnertkat@yahoo.

com.

Ozzy’s diagnosis
THE CONVERSATION

By KIERSTEN WILLIS
THE ATLANTA  

JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

Cat got your tongue? 
Maybe not, but according 
to a new study, fat inside 
your tongue may be to 
blame for sleep apnea.

The study, which 
was published in the 
American Journal of  
Respiratory and Critical 
Care Medicine, found that 
people can lose fat in their 
tongue as they drop over 
all body weight.

Obesity, the study says, 
is the primary risk factor 
of  sleep apnea. Tongue 
fat is higher in people 
with obesity who also 
repeatedly stop and start 
breathing in their sleep.

“The question then was 
if  you reduce the fat in 
your tongue, does that im-
prove your sleep apnea? 

And the answer from our 
paper is ‘yes,’” said the 
study’s lead author, Penn 
Medicine sleep specialist 
Dr. Richard Schwab, to 
CNN.

Researchers placed 67 
people with obesity and 
sleep apnea in a sleep 
study. They underwent 
MRI imaging to measure 
their airway sizes and 
soft tissue, tongue fat, and 
abdominal fat volumes be-
fore and after weight loss. 
Weight loss was obtained 
either by lifestyle changes 
or surgical methods.

According to WebMD, 
excess weight is the 
most common cause of  
the condition in adults. 
The American Sleep 
Apnea Association said 
an estimated 22 million 
Americans are affected by 
the disorder.

Tongue weight loss?
It could be the key to improving 

sleep apnea, study says

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY LICENSE # AL13053

EQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

The home-like feel of our community creates a comfortable 
environment where residents are free to explore their interests 

through an array of activities and social events..

 “I would recommend Heritage 
Oaks to all of my friends. 
In fact, I already have! 

A bunch of people from my 
neighborhood have moved 
here and they all seem to 
love it as much as I do”

- Pat M. - Current Resident

AT HERITAGE OAKS
YOU’RE FAMILY

7374 SAN CASA DRIVE
ENGLEWOOD, FL 34224

HERITAGEOAKSLIVING.COM
PHONE:   941.698.2600

CALL 941.698.2600
Englewood’s Premier Aging in Place Assisted Living & Memory Care Community
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By KATE THAYER
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

F or centuries, 
98.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit was 

said to be the average, 
normal body tempera-
ture. It’s not.

More recently, re-
searchers have known 
normal body temperature 
is actually lower than 98.6 
and can vary by gender, 
size, age, time of  day and 
other factors. But now 
there’s also new evidence 
that shows we’ve been 
cooling off  since the 19th 
century when 98.6 was 
established as “normal.”

Research published 
in eLife, shows body 
temperature has not only 
dropped since German 
physician Carl Reinhold 
August Wunderlich’s 
study in 1851 established 
the average body tem-
perature as 98.6 degrees, 
but it has also dropped 
since the 1970s. The 
fi ndings indicate that 
Americans’ average, 
normal body temperature 
has dropped about 0.05 
degrees Fahrenheit per 
decade, based on their 
birth year.

“People are stuck on 
the 98.6 number, but that 
number has always been 
wrong,” said Dr. Julie 
Parsonnet, one of  the 
authors of  the study and 
professor of  medicine 
at Stanford University. 
“There’s never been a real 
number because people 
vary.”

But Parsonnet’s 
research indicates there 
are still unknowns when 
it comes to the contin-
ued decrease in body 
temperature.

In the study, Parsonnet 
and other researchers 
looked at the tempera-
tures of  three groups: 
data from a study that 
recorded Civil War veter-
ans’ temperatures from 
the mid-1800s through 
1930, more recent data 
from the 1970s recorded 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control, and tempera-
tures of  patients visiting 
Stanford health clinics 

from 2007 to 2017.
The data showed that 

the body temperature of  
men born in the 2000s 
is about 1.06 degrees 
Fahrenheit lower than 
men born in the early 
1800s. And the body tem-
perature of  women born 
in the 2000s is on average 
0.58 degrees Fahrenheit 
lower than women born 
in the 1890s.

Meaning, “it’s not 
just an ancient change,” 
Parsonnet said, indicating 
previous theories that 
advancements in ther-
mometers or means of  
calculating research data 
are not the only possible 
explanations for the 
change.

It’s unclear what 
exactly is causing the 
continued decline, 
Parsonnet said, or what 
it could mean moving 
forward. Some factors 
could be that people have 
grown taller and heavier, 
and that their metabolic 
rates have slowed.

And modern medicine’s 
elimination of  certain 
diseases, like syphilis, 
tuberculosis and peri-
odontal diseases also 
could aff ect changes in 
body temperature, she 
said. When the original 
98.6-degree normal was 
established, a signifi cant 
portion of  the population 
would’ve been fi ghting 
these diseases, Parsonnet 
said, which cause in-
fl ammation and higher 
temperatures.

It’s important to fi nd 
out why, she added, 
because it could aff ect 
lifespan. “We are having 
human cooling, and 

we don’t know what 
that means, but it’s 
good to know that it’s 
happening.”

But doctors say 
evidence of  declining 
temperature is not likely 
to change how they treat 
and assess patients for 
fever, though Parsonnet 
said it emphasizes 
that people should pay 
attention to how they feel 
and not just the number 
on the thermometer.

Dr. Edward Ward, 
emergency medicine 
physician at Rush 
University Medical 
Center, said he doesn’t 
give a lot of  weight to 
what could be considered 
normal temperature, 
instead focusing on 
extremes, including above 
100 degrees Fahrenheit 
indicating a fever and 
below 94 degrees indicat-
ing hypothermia.

“It’s not surprising that 
there will be changes (in 
normal body tempera-
ture) since the Industrial 
Revolution,” he said. “As 
an ER doctor, I’m looking 
for abnormalities.”

Ward also pointed out 
that there’s “a diff erence 
between having what is 
medically considered a 
fever and feeling feverish. 
If  someone is normally 96 
and then suddenly they’re 
99, they probably feel 
uncomfortable.”

That can indicate 
illness and the need for 
medications like acet-
aminophen or ibuprofen, 
especially for higher tem-
peratures that indicate 
infl uenza, he said.

Average normal 
body temperature 
isn’t 98.6 anymore 

And it’s getting lower, research shows
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Fort Myers • Naples • Cape Coral • Punta Gorda • Lehigh Acres 

Jonathan M. Frantz, MD, FACS
One of Our Country’s Top � Bladeless Laser Cataract Surgeons

The Official Sponsor of 20/20

...With PanOptix – A Lens For Life!

Experience cataract-free, be�er vision 
at near, far and intermediate distances.
Realize the clear advantage of the 
PanOptix trifocal lens!

CALL�TODAY�
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Do something special  
for your health  
and yourself.

2020 Health and Safety Expo
Hosted by Bayfront Health

Saturday, February 1 • Free admission
Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center 

75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Informational Booths, Public Safety Demonstrations

11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
Active Shooter Preparedness Seminar  

presented by Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office  

Training Officer Mark Bala*

12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m. 
Hands-Only CPR and Stop the Bleed Training Course*

*Seating is limited and on a first-come, first-served basis.

 Join us for this free  
health and safety event. 

Take some time out for yourself – and learn important 

information about health and safety while you do 

it – at our Health and Safety Expo. We’ll host over 

100 area professionals representing a variety of 

local businesses and organizations, from fashion 

and financial planning to health and wellness. We’ll 

also have educational information, health & safety 

preparedness courses, and more. Put yourself first  

for a change and join us February 1.  

Learn more at BayfrontHealthExpo.com.

Vendors participating and in attendance at the Health and Safety Expo in no way implies  

Bayfront Health’s approval or endorsement of their products or services. The CPR class is designed  

for informational purposes only; it is not a certified class.
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Chelsea Place opens 
Punta Gorda home 

care office
Chelsea Place Senior 

Care, which offers afford-
able assisted living, day 
care and home care for 
seniors, recently opened 
a new office in Punta 
Gorda for its growing 
home care operations. 
The new office is at 126 E. 
Olympia Ave., Suite 301, 
on the corner of  Olympia 
and Nesbit Street. Visit 
chelseaplacecare.com for 
more on Chelsea Place 
services and resources. 
To contact the Punta 
Gorda home care office, 
call 941-979-5288 or email 
Home Care Administrator 
Jamie Brown at jamie@
chelseaplacecare.com.

Tools to Quit: Free Help 
to Quit Smoking

Quitting tobacco isn’t 
easy. Finding help should 
be. Bayfront Health and 
Tobacco Free Florida 

offer free tools and 
services to help you get 
started. 2:30 p.m. Jan. 27 
at Bayfront Health Port 
Charlotte, Conference 
Center, 2500 Harbor Blvd., 
Port Charlotte. Free. Call 
866-534-7909 to register.

Tobacco Free 
Partnership meeting
The Charlotte County 

Tobacco Free Partnership 
will meet at 8:15 a.m. Jan. 
28 at the CareerSource, 
3745 Tamiami Trail, Port 
Charlotte. The meeting 
is free and open to the 
public. The partnership 
is committed to educating 
others about tobacco use, 
helping protect kids from 
tobacco and strengthen-
ing local policies, especial-
ly those that protect the 
public from secondhand 
smoke. For more informa-
tion, contact prevention@
drugfreecc.org.

‘Everything You Ever 
Wanted to Know About 

CBD But Were  
Afraid to Ask’

The workshop is titled 
“Everything You Ever 
Wanted to Know About 
CBD But Were Afraid to 
Ask” will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 28. The workshop 
will cover the history of  
the use of  hemp oil for 
healing, the benefits of  
CBD oil, the quality differ-
ences in products on the 
market, how to choose a 
quality CBD product and 
help educate people on 
the myriad of  misinfor-
mation circulating about 
CBD. The workshop will 
be taught by Teri Michel, 
who is a licensed massage 
therapist and certified 
ayurvedic health educa-
tor. She has been working 
with essential oils since 
2009 and recently com-
pleted a certification on 
the endocannabinoid 
system and CBD. If  you 
would like to attend or for 
more Information, call 
941-875-8582. Ananda Yoga 
is at 13035 Tamiami Trail, 
Suite E, North Port.

Grief Seminar
The North Port 

Community United 
Church of  Christ, 3450 S. 
Biscayne Drive, holds its 
5th Annual Grief  Seminar 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Feb. 1. Breakfast is served 
after registration. After 

breakfast, light a candle 
in memory of  your loved 
one placing it next to 
the framed photo that 
you have brought with 
you. During the seminar 
“When Another Morning 
Dawns,” led by grief  
counselor and pastor, 
the Rev. Attila Szemesi, 
the group will partic-
ipate in an interactive 
program with speakers 
and a question and 
answer period presenting 
support for those who 
have experienced grief  
through loss in their 
lives either recently or in 
the past. Lunch is then 
served and the interactive 
discussions will continues 
during the afternoon. Call 
941-426-5580 to register. 
This community event is 
free with a love offering 
accepted to cover the cost 
for food.

Health, Safety  
and Women’s Expo

Bayfront Health’s 
2020 Health, Safety and 
Women’s Expo will be 
from 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. Feb. 
1 at the Charlotte Harbor 
Event and Conference 
Center, 75 Taylor St., 
Punta Gorda. This is an 
event designed especially 
for you: Showcasing prod-
ucts, services and health 
and safety preparedness 
courses. Whether it’s 
fashion and financial 
planning or health and 
wellness, there will be 
over 100 professionals 
representing a variety 
of  local businesses and 
organizations offering 
something for everyone, 
including head-to-toe 

pampering, demon-
strations, educational 
information, health and 
wellness products, 
arts and crafts, health 
screenings, sweepstakes, 
massages and more. 
To learn more, visit 
BayfrontHealthEvents.
com.

Fire and Fall  
Prevention Program
A fire and fall preven-

tion program for older 
adults will be at 3 p.m. 
Feb. 3 at the Tringali 
Park community center, 
3460 N. Access Road, 
Englewood. This program 
is to help older adults to 
live safely at home and is 
centered around 16 key 
safety messages, eight fire 
prevention and eight fall 
prevention. For infor-
mation, contact Tricia 
Hamann at 941-681-3742 
or Patricia.Hamann@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

Brains and Balance 
Past 60 Program

Charlotte County 
Community Services will 
be hosting the “Brains 
and Balance Past 60” pro-
gram at the Tringali Park 
community center, 3460 N. 
Access Road, Englewood. 
This class will take place 
2-3 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, Feb. 3 to 
March 18. Research shows 
that staying mentally 
sharp and physically sta-
ble will improve the qual-
ity of  life as we age. This 
class combines balance 
exercises along with brain 
training drills in a fun 
and interactive program. 
You can register online 
at bit.ly/2QDHbTP. For in-
formation, contact Tricia 
Hamann at 941-681-3742 
or Patricia.Hamann@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

Charlotte County  
Heart Walk

The Heart Walk is 
the American Heart 
Association’s premier 
event for raising funds 
to save lives from heart 
disease and stroke. 
Check in at 8 a.m. Feb. 
8. Call 941-625-3164 to 
register. Laishley Park, 
120 Laishley Court, Punta 
Gorda.

Support groups
For support groups, go 

to www.yoursun.com.

By LEANNE ITALIE
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

Rep. Ayanna Pressley, 
whose hair twists have 
been an inspiration to 
young girls and part of  
her personal identity and 
political brand, said that 
she has gone bald due to 
the auto immune condi-
tion alopecia.

The freshman 
Massachusetts Democrat 
made a touching video 
for The Root, the African 
American-focused web-
site, in which she revealed 
her bald head and said 
she felt compelled to go 
public due to the impact 
her Senegalese twists had 
on supporters.

Senegalese twists are a 
protective hairstyle worn 
by black women, much 
like braided hairstyles. 
Her style was noteworthy 
in how Afrocentric it 
was. In many corpora-
tions, black women are 
expected to wear their 
hair straightened and the 
legacy of  black women 
wearing their hair close 
to or in its natural state is 
fraught and intertwined 
with the legacy of  racism.

She called her hair 
story “both personal and 
political” as she embraced 
her twists, but noticed 
back in the fall that her 
hair was falling out. The 
hair loss progressed in 
chunks until the night 
before the Dec. 18 House 
vote on impeachment 
articles against President 

Donald Trump, when she 
said she lost the last of  it.

“I didn’t have the luxu-
ry of  mourning what felt 
like the loss of  a limb,” 
Pressley said. “It was a 
moment of  transforma-
tion not of  my choosing.”

She donned a wig, 
explained her vote from 
the podium on the House 
floor, then fled to a 
bathroom stall.

“I felt naked, exposed, 
vulnerable. I felt embar-
rassed. I felt ashamed. I 
felt betrayed,” Pressley 
said. “And then I also felt 
that I was participating 
in a cultural betrayal 
because of  all the little 
girls who write me letters, 
come up to me, take 
selfies with me. Hashtag 
twist nation.”

Pressley kept her hair 

loss a secret, revealing 
her condition only to 
close friends and family, 
but she knew she would 
go public when she felt 
ready.

“I felt like I owed all 
those little girls an expla-
nation,” she said. “My 
husband says I don’t, that 
everything isn’t political. 
The reality is I’m black, 
I’m a black woman, and 
I’m a black woman in 
politics, and everything I 
do is political.”

Alopecia areata is a 
common autoimmune 
skin disease, causing hair 
loss on the scalp, face and 
sometimes on other areas 
of  the body, according 
to the website of  the 
National Alopecia Areata 
Foundation. The National 
Institutes of  Health says 
nearly 2% of  Americans 
have the disease.

Debra Hare-Bey, a 
master braider and cos-
metologist in Brooklyn, 
told The Associated Press 
that Pressley’s twist 
styles were a powerful 
message in the black 
community, and alopecia 
is a persistent problem.

“We’ve been discrimi-
nated against on the basis 
of  our hair. It’s a very 
prideful thing to be able 
to wear your hair in its 
natural state and not have 
someone discriminate 
against you,” she said.

Hare-Bey pointed to a 
movement co-founded by 
Dove, called the CROWN 
Coalition (Creating a 

Respectful and Open 
World for Natural Hair), 
with the National Urban 
League, Color Of  Change 
and the Western Center 
on Law and Poverty. The 
mission is to push for 
anti-hair discrimination 
legislation on the state 
level.

The coalition sponsored 
The CROWN Act, which 
has been signed into law 
in California, the first 
state to make hair dis-
crimination illegal. The 
bill has recently passed 
both the New York Senate 
and the Assembly and has 
also been introduced in 
New Jersey. The bills, ac-
cording to the coalition’s 
website, ensure that traits 
historically associated 
with race, such as hair 
texture and hairstyle, are 
protected from discrimi-
nation in the workplace 
and in K-12 public and 
charter schools.

Pressley, meanwhile, 
said she’s still trying to 
find her way forward in 
her alopecia journey and 
went public to free herself  
from the secret. She joked 
about her nicknames for 
her wigs, including one 
she dubbed “FLOTUS, 
because it feels very 
Michelle Obama to me.”

“I am making peace 
with alopecia,” she said. 
“I have not arrived there. 
... but I’m making prog-
ress every day.”

Rep. Ayanna Pressley goes  

public with alopecia and baldness

THE ROOT AND G/O MEDIA

This image from video released courtesy of The 
Root and G/O Media shows Rep. Ayanna Pressley 
in a video posted announcing that she has gone 
bald due to alopecia. The freshman Massachusetts’ 
Democrat made a touching video for The Root, the 
African American-focused online magazine, in which 
she revealed her bald head.

HEALTH & WELLNESS HAPPENINGS

Medical 

$3000 Sign on 
BONUS  

For Full Time Positions!

FLOOR NURSES -
 Full Time

CNA’s Full Time
 All shifts & PRN 

SOLARIS HEALTHCARE
Apply: 

solarishealthcare.vikus.net

CAREGIVER NEEDED Pt. Charl.
Private home  Mon-Fri. 4pm-
10Pm ,   Sat & Sun 6p-8A
Call 941-629-0872

CNA’S, HHA’S AND 
CAREGIVERS

Find New Clients by 
Advertising Your 
Services in the 

Senior Directory 
Every Wednesday in 

The Sun Newspapers. 

This Feature Publishes in 
Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Desoto Counties. 
Market Yourself - Reach 

150,000 Readers! 
Call 941-429-3110 for more 

information

CARING FOR 
OUR HEROES

DOUGLAS T. JACOBSON
STATE VETERANS’ HOME

Registered Nurse

Senior CNA’s

CNA/Therapy Aide

CNA/Trainees

Maintenance Repairman

Food Control Specialist

PT Food Support Worker

Excellent Benefits, 
Vacation Leave

Tammy Hoyt
941-613-0919 X 2006

Online:
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com

www.HorizonTechInstitute.com
“ADVANCE YOUR CAREER”      

Licensed & Accredited 
School  Murdock Town 

Center on 41 
1032 Tamiami Tr Unit 3
 PHLEBOTOMY,  EKG,  

LPN-wkds, CNA, Med. Asst. 
Classes Start FEB 3, 2020
YOU can become a LPN 

within 11 months. 
Enrollment ongoing.    

Start Working In 2-5 wks!   
Classes Start Each Month 

Call For Class Dates
Nursing Assistant (120hrs)
Home Health Aide (75hrs)     
Phlebotomy Tech (165hrs)   
EKG Tech (165hrs)  Patient 

Care Tech (600hrs)
Job Assist. &  Pymt. Plans

Call Now to Register!  
941-889-7506

Medical 

2300 Loveland Blvd,
Port Charlotte, 33980

Louis D. Rosenfi eld, 
MD, F.A.C.C.

Graduate Of George Washington University 
School Of Medicine

941-206-0258

You will see ME whether in the 
offi ce or hospital.

Practicing Cardiology and 

Internal Medicine

ARCADIA 
RESIDENTS 
Tired Of Not 
Seeing Your 

Doctor? 

303 E Gibson St.
Arcadia, Fl 34266 

Accepting New Patients
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SENIORS 

ARE OUR 

SPECIALTY

NEW LOW COST DENTURES
DR. SUSAN R. BROOKS

941-234-3420
www.susanrbrooksdds.com

General Dentistry
 Implants • Cosmetic • Nitrous Oxide

• Dentures & One Day Repair
• LASER PERIODONTAL THERAPY™

New Patients 

Welcome

3440 Conway Blvd. #2A (Behind Post Offi ce) • Port Charlottead
no

=
37

27
68

0-
1



www.yoursun.com     |     The Sun     |     SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020     PAGE 1

Mission Driven... Results Oriented 180 Bed Rehab Facility

Solaris HealthCare 
Charlotte Harbor is a trusted, 
compassionate provider of 
rehabilitation and extended 
care. We have maintained 
a consistent history of high 
performance standards. 

Our expert staff, state of the 
art facilities and upscale 
environment makes Solaris 
HealthCare Charlotte Harbor 
the premier choice for rehab 
in Southwest Florida.

Apply online @ solarishealthcare.vikus.net

Sign-On Bonus of $3000
 Floor Nurses Full Time

CNA’s Full Time All Shifts & PRN
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By LIZ REYER
STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS)

Q: I’m unhappy at work and 
am getting ready to look for a 
change. I confided in a team 
member so that she could be 
prepared for additional respon-
sibilities. Unfortunately, she 
accidentally let it slip. How do 
I manage the effect of  this; I’m 
still working on my résumé and 
don’t have anything else lined 
up yet.

— Laine, 40, VP, customer 
operations

A: Oops. There’s a lesson 
here about keeping your plans 
close to your chest until you 
are willing to have them make 
headline news.

While it’s too late for you 
on that, you can manage this 
situation.

First, make sure your 
relationship with your team 
member is OK. She is likely 
mortified at her indiscretion. 
Accidents happen, though, so 
it’s best to let her know that 
you are not blaming her.

You may be frustrated or 
angry with her, but asking 
someone to keep a secret puts 
a burden on them. Focus on 
moving from annoyance to 
compassion for her situation.

Consider, too, why you told 
her. If  you don’t even have a 
résumé yet, your reasoning 
about “additional responsibil-
ities” seems thin. Perhaps you 
were looking for emotional 
support, which isn’t really fair. 
Or at some subconscious level, 
you may have been hoping the 
cat would be let out of  the bag, 

forcing you into action. Again, 
not fair to her.

Assess the consequences of  
this disclosure, thinking about 
who is now aware and their 
level of  interest in news about 
your plan.

If  she slipped to your boss, 
this could be a bigger deal 
than if  she told a lunch buddy 
from a different team.

Let’s assume it was your 
boss. Will news about your 
dissatisfaction be a surprise? 
If  so, the lack of  communica-
tion between you is its own 
problem, and this disclosure 
could present an opportunity 

for them to address your con-
cerns if  they are so inclined.

If  you have been trans-
parent about your concerns, 
this shouldn’t have come as a 
shock. You could try position-
ing your actions as succession 
planning to ensure team 
stability whenever the time 
would come for a change.

Realistically, this could 
affect how you are perceived 
at the company. You may be 
seen as a lame duck with 
less influence and authority 
because of  the clear signal 
that you are on your way out.

It should also amp up the 

urgency you bring to your job 
search.

Create a work plan with mile-
stones and concrete steps you 
will follow to achieve them. Set 
appointments with yourself  to 
get the work done. Be realistic 
about the time that’ll be needed 
to find a job at a similar level.

Get support from a profes-
sional, whether it’s a coach, 
community program, or other 
resource. They can help you 
clarify your hopes for a next 
step. In addition, you can build 
in some accountability to help 
you stay on track.

It’s a bit of  a trope, but set 

yourself  up to choose what you 
are going toward rather than 
just running away. That will 
help you avoid repeating this 
situation in the future.

Liz Reyer is a credentialed 
coach with more than 20 years 
of  business experience. Her 
company, Reyer Coaching & 
Consulting, offers services 
for organizations of  all sizes. 
Submit questions or comments 
about this column at www.
deliverchange.com/coach-
scorner or email her at liz@
deliverchange.com.

Your co-worker spilled the beans about your 
plans to leave the company; now what?

SHUTTERSTOCK
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Employment 
Services 

 PROFESSIONAL RESUMES 
Sarasota/Charl Co. 

Call for DETAILS
941-214-5257

Professional 
REPORTER/WRITER

The Boca Beacon and Gaspar-
illa Magazine are seeking an 
experienced reporter/writer.
AP style a plus. 941-964-2995.

Medical 

$3000 Sign on 
BONUS  

For Full Time Positions!

FLOOR NURSES -
 Full Time

CNA’s Full Time
 All shifts & PRN 

SOLARIS HEALTHCARE
Apply: 

solarishealthcare.vikus.net

CAREGIVER NEEDED Pt. Charl. 
Private home  Mon-Fri. 4pm-
10Pm ,   Sat & Sun 6p-8A
Call 941-629-0872

CNA’S, HHA’S AND 
CAREGIVERS

Find New Clients by 
Advertising Your 
Services in the 

Senior Directory 
Every Wednesday in 

The Sun Newspapers. 

This Feature Publishes in 
Charlotte, Sarasota, and 

Desoto Counties. 
Market Yourself - Reach 

150,000 Readers! 
Call 941-429-3110 for more 

information

CARING FOR 
OUR HEROES

DOUGLAS T. JACOBSON
STATE VETERANS’ HOME

Registered Nurse

Senior CNA’s

CNA/Therapy Aide

CNA/Trainees

Maintenance Repairman

Food Control Specialist

PT Food Support Worker

Excellent Benefits, 
Vacation Leave

Tammy Hoyt
941-613-0919 X 2006

Online:
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com

www.HorizonTechInstitute.com
“ADVANCE YOUR CAREER”      

Licensed & Accredited 
School  Murdock Town 

Center on 41 
1032 Tamiami Tr Unit 3
 PHLEBOTOMY,  EKG,  

LPN-wkds, CNA, Med. Asst. 
Classes Start FEB 3, 2020
YOU can become a LPN 

within 11 months. 
Enrollment ongoing.    

Start Working In 2-5 wks!   
Classes Start Each Month 

Call For Class Dates
Nursing Assistant (120hrs)
Home Health Aide (75hrs)     
Phlebotomy Tech (165hrs)   
EKG Tech (165hrs)  Patient 

Care Tech (600hrs)
Job Assist. &  Pymt. Plans

Call Now to Register!  
941-889-7506

Restaurant/hotel 
DAYS INN needs 

ALL POSITIONS! START  
IMMEDIATELY! Apply in 

Person to: Days Inn - 
1941 Tamiami Trl. Port Charlotte

KITCHEN HELP, COOK, PREP 
COOK, DISHWASHER, & 

PARKING LOT ATTENDANT 
NEEDED.   Tolls Paid 

South Beach Bar & Grill 
Boca Grande 941-964-0765

Ask for Osmar or Mimi

Skilled trades 
SHOP TECHNICIAN

for Trailer Store. 
Mechanical Background in 
Brakes, Electrical, General 

Mechanics & Welding a Plus.
Apply: Roy’s Trailer Country 
2850 Taylor Rd. 941-575-2214

Skilled trades 

WESTCOAST 
ELECTRIC SERVICES 

A large Commercial 
Contractor is NOW HIRING 
for: Commercial Electrical 

Helpers & Electricians.
 We offer an apprenticeship 
program. Great Benefits & 
Competitive Pay. Please 
Submit your resume to: 

Jenny@westcoastelectricfl.
com or Call 941-429-4900

General 

ASSISTANT
DISTRICT MANAGERS

SUN NEWSPAPERS

The Sun is currently seeking 
part-time Assistant District 
Managers in our Circulation 
Department. Our Assistant 
District Managers work di-
rectly with an independent 
contractor network to man-
age home delivery and cus-
tomer relations.

Responsibilities include con-
tractor recruitment and ori-
enting, meeting established 
service goals, resolving ser-
vice errors, managing con-
tractor draw and insuring 
customer satisfaction.

Must be able to work early 
mornings hours, weekends 
and holidays in an office/
warehouse environment and 
outdoors in various tempera-
tures and weather conditions.

Requires valid Florida driv-
er’s license and insurance. 
Must have reliable transpor-
tation to perform daily job 
responsibilities. Opportuni-
ties available in Charlotte/
Punta Gorda and North Port/
Englewood. 25-30 hours per 
week. Starting pay $12-$13/
hr. Phone allowance, mileage 
reimbursement.

Drug free workplace
Pre-employment

drug testing required

Apply at:
23170 Harborview Road
Port Charlotte, FL 33980

E-mail: shawn.sampiere@
yoursun.com 

ASTON GARDENS 
is in need of 

Security

Cooks

Dishwashers

Housekeeping

Servers

Drivers – CDL

APPLY in Person At:
1000 Aston Gardens Drive

Venice, FL 34292
 941-240-1010

BOAT DETAILERS NEEDED! 
Possibility to EARN up to 

$20/Hr. Depending on Exp. & 
Quality of Work! MUST Have 

DL. Year Round Work. 
Contact Office at: 

941-764-7928 or 609-618-0113

CARRIERS
NEEDED

The Venice Gondolier Sun 
is now taking applications 
for carriers in  Venice and 

surrounding  areas. 
Must have dependable 
vehicle, a valid Florida  

Drivers License and proof 
of insurance.  

APPLY IN PERSON: 
200 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL 34285

No Phone Calls Please.

LOOKING FOR 
ADDITIONAL INCOME? 
Contracted Carriers Needed 
for Punta Gorda, Port Char-

lotte, North Port/Englewood.

•Be your Own Boss
•$150 to $250 approx. per 
week
•Great 2nd Job

Call 941-206-1020 or apply 
at the Charlotte Sun 23170 

Harborview Road, Charlotte 
Harbor, FL or complete 
carrier application at 

www.yoursun.com
 *Must be 18 yrs or over, insured 
vehicle, Social Security & Valid 

Driver’s License.

STERN & BRUNS is looking 
for exp Auto Tech, Tire Tech, 

Service Writer, and Tow Truck 
Operator. Apply in person 

1590 S. McCall Rd. Englewood

General 

ENTRY LEVEL POSITION 
FOR PRINTING AT 

THE VENICE GONDOLIER
We are currently seeking 

a full time entry level 
manufacturing position. 

This position includes the 
opportunity to learn the 

printing process from the 
entry level position and 

advance in a progressive 
environment.  In this 

position you will assist in 
the creation of various well 

known newspapers and 
other related products on 

our Press.
DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES

•Remove product from the 
end of the printing press or 
finishing machine. 
•Move skids of product 
with a hand jack
Comply with all quality, 
safety and work rules and 
regulations.
•Day and Evening shifts 
available.
•Qualifications
Effectively communicate 
with other members of the 
staff.
•Assist other crew 
members with various 
duties including webbing 
up of the press and/or 
special handwork in order 
to meet customer requests.
•Follow all clean-up and 
housekeeping procedures.
•The ability to take stacks 
(average 10-30 lbs) using 
repetitive hand/wrist 
movement, off of the end 
of a machine (2-4 feet high) 
and stack product on skids 
from floor level to 5 feet 
high using repetitive bend-
ing and twisting.
•The ability to remove 
skids (weighing up to 2400 
lbs) by using a pallet jack
The ability to use a 
computer.
•At least 18-years of age 
or older
•Ability to work well in a 
team environment
•Ability to follow 
instructions and work 
independently
•The ability to read and 
write; possess good verbal 
and written 
comprehension.

Please call Jon at 
941 207 1411 

for an interview

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
(Punta Gorda, Pt Charlotte, 

North Port, Venice)

BUSINESS IS GOOD! 
WE`RE ALSO LOOKING FOR 

A SALES MANAGER!
LOOKING FOR A 
PART-TIME JOB?

Make $1,000. - $1,500. and 
Up in Your Spare Time. 

Weekends a Plus.

 Kiosk Sales
No Experience Necessary

Full Training Provided
Cell Phone Required

Our Team is Growing Not 
Laying Off.

We Work in Retail 
Locations, Events and 

Shows Where Customers 
Come to Us.

KIOSK SALES Working with 
Sun Newspapers.

Reply to: 
hiring.now@amgincusa.com 

or Call 321-299-2020
Please Include Phone 

Number Where You Can be 
Reached For an Interview. 

A Resume Would be a plus!
SIMPLE - EASY - 
GOOD MONEY

Real Estate 
Open house 

01/26/20

NORTH PORT SUN.  1-3PM 
1487 W. Hillsborough Blvd. 
3 Bdrm, 2 Bth, 3 car gar., 
HUGE REDUCTION on this 

custom home w/salt water 
pool and therapy jets on 

Cocoplum Waterway in Wa-
ters Edge Estates! Superbly 

maintained with new AC and 
other upgrades. Hurricane 

shutters, large storage shed. 
1900 sq. ft., $500. Home war-
ranty credit. Price:  $325,000. 

Ron Fichtenberg
Keller Williams Realty Gold

941-587-1257

Open House Sat. & Sun. 
1-4P 175 Prineville St. 

$199,000. PT CHARLOTTE 
ENERGY EFFICIENT

 3/2/2 HOME
2007 CONSTRUCTION

941-548-7760

Open house 

PORT CHARLOTTE Open 
SUN., 11:00am-3:00pm

5199 Administration St., 
Sailboat Water 3/3/2

Amazingly beautiful sunsets 
over the water, new 100’ 

dock, 10,000 lb.boat lift on 
SAILBOAT WATER (15 min to 
harbor), swimming pool w/

custom waterfall, infinity-like 
Westward views. Huge Mas-
ter with ensuite master bath, 
plus guest suite. 3 full baths 
total. Kitchen appointed with 
granite, under counter sink, 
stainless appliances, gen-
erous cabinetry. Offered at 

$560,000. Come see this well 
maintained home with your 

own eyes! Your host: 
Paul Hicks, Nix & Associates 

Real Estate - Blue Mind Group
941-916-8289

PUNTA GORDA SUN.  1-3PM 
1017 San Mateo Dr. 

LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION! Custom 3/3/2 

2,615 SF, Towles built, salt-
water pool home with fast 
sailboat access on approxi-

mately 105 ft wide canal and 
only about 5 minutes to the 

open water.   $725,000.
Michelle Brisendine 

941-889-8721 
June Poliachik 941-916-0100 

Realtors - Sun Realty

Houses for sale 

★★★ WOW $199,900!!!!★★★
from $199,900 COMPLETE 
ON LOT! Biscayne Breeze- 
PORT CHARLOTTE  NEW 
3/2/2, with huge lanai/ 
oversized 2 car garage 

with CITY water, located 
in “X” Flood Zone on 80 x 

125 home site! Call for floor 
plans and your tour TODAY! 

Reliance Project 
Management, LLC CGC 
#1512533  941-468-8300

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?
We can help you.

Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

NORTH PORT 2421 Yalta Terr., 
RELAX! EVERYTHING ABOUT 

THIS 1500 SF 3/2/2 POOL/
SPA HOME IS PERFECT! 

Conveniently located in a 
great family neighborhood 
close to all amenities yet 

nestled on a very private lot 
with lush tropical landscap-

ing! NOT IN FLOOD ZONE! NO 
DEED RESTRICTIONS! SEPTIC 
RECENTLY PUMPED! SEE-TH-
RU HURRICANE SHUTTERS! 
FURNISHINGS NEGOTIABLE!  

Patty Gillespie Remax Anchor 
941-875-2755

PORT CHARLOTTE 15352 Mille 
Fiore Blvd., - READY FOR IM-
MEDIATE OCCUPANCY! PER-
FECT SNOWBIRD RETREAT OR 
YEAR-ROUND PARADISE! Lo-
cated in NW Port Charlotte’s 
best-kept secret, the beauti-
ful, private gated communi-
ty of Villa Milano, with quick 
access to shopping, restau-
rants, medical facilities, 
beaches, world-class fishing, 
boating, golf, and the Ray’s 
Spring training stadium. Cus-
tom one-owner 2014-built 
1800 SF 3-bedroom + den/
office (with French doors), 
2-bath, CITY WATER & SEW-
ER!  Sidewalks!  Underground 
utilities! Security System,   
Low HOA FEES (and NO CDD)! 
Patty Gillespie Remax Anchor 
941-875-2755

ROTONDA LAKES, Nearly 
New 3/2/2, Volume Ceilings, 
Plank Tile, Hot Tub. All Appl. 
& MORE! $269K 386-292-2299

Houses for sale 

PORT CHARLOTTE 
18113 Garvin Ave., - PREPARE 

TO BE STUNNED when you 
open the door to this move-
in-ready 3 bedroom 2 bath 

home. Gourmet kitchen over-
looks large family room and 
oversized screened porch. 

Brand NEW Roof with 10 Year 
roof warranty on workman-

ship against leaks from Mark 
Kaufman Roofing is included. 

Septic inspected, pumped 
and certified in November. 
Not in flood zone. Make an 

appointment now to see this 
exceptional one-of-a-kind 

home!  Patty Gillespie 
Remax Anchor 941-875-2755

PUNTA GORDA ISLES
Lovely, well appointed 3/2  

2100 sq ft Pool home in PGI. 
Adjacent to the proposed 
Buckleys Cut which would 

give quick open water 
access. Located on the 

perimeter canal. Updated 
kitchen and bathrooms!!! 
Large lanai, lovely views!!

$639,500 
Pat Walker 941-276-4674

REMAX Anchor Realty

WALK TO NOKOMIS BEACH      
Fair Winds Condo 2BR/2BA 

w/ enclosed scr porch, 
1195sf Upgrades. Granite 

kitchen, tile roof, hurr 
windows, plumbing & rear 
sun room w/ canal views. 

$250,000  941-486-0949

Waterfront homes 

ENGLEWOOD  5 Mins to 
Stump Pass 3BR/2BA/3 CG. 

Pool, 13k lb boat lift, 
REDUCED $625K  941-460-9698

HACIENDA DEL MAR
THE PRIDE OF PLACIDA

Bayfront, directly on the 
ICW, the best 2 bed, 2-1/2 
bath, 1,963 sq. ft. luxury 

condo in the complex. Sce-
nic water views. Unequalled 
premium amenities. Marina. 
Almost never used by snow-
bird owners (never rented); 

it’s absolutely brand 
new. Decorator furnished 
and shows like a totally 

upgraded model. $429,900. 
941-769-0200

PLACIDA 
WATERFRONT ESTATE

13105 Via Cassia in 
exclusive Placida Pointe.

Backyard canal open to the 
Gulf. Just .4 mi. to the Boca 
Grande causeway, almost 

new, custom built 2,670 sq. 
ft. (under air) waterfront on 

a huge corner lot. 4B/3-
1/2BA, private office, 4-car 
garage, gourmet kitchen, 
luxury master bath, exotic 
finishes, unequalled ame-
nities: 3 pools, boat docks, 

private ferry to island 
beaches. $629,900. 
Call 941-769-0200

PORT CHARLOTTE
18670 Kerrville Cir.

Sailboat Waterfront Pool 
Home! Meticulously 

Maintained 3/2/2 Great 
Floorplan! Deluxe Land-

scaping! Heated Pool W/Lg. 
Extended Lanai. Dock & Lift! 

Lots of Updates! $439,900
Barb McHenry-941-833-1667

Coldwell Banker Sunstar 
Realty

PORT CHARLOTTE    
Rebuilt & Redesigned this 

Stunning 4/3/2 POOL Home 
Offers a New Roof in 2019, 

A/C, & MORE! Porcelain Tile, 
Lanai, Office, Great Room, 

Storage, 2 FULL  LOTS, Boat 
Lift, 2 Docks on The 

Whidden Bay Direct Access 
to Peace River, Charlotte 

Harbor & the Gulf of 
Mexico from Your Own 

Dock! $739,900. Sharon Kerr 
941-286-7315 

Coldwell Banker Sunstar 
Realty 

Condos/villas
for sale 

DEEP CREEK     
Stunning, immaculate 
Firnished 2/2, 1,101 sf 
Condo w/ lake view! 

Upgrades galore! Inside 
storage + exterior storage 
closet, pool, & MORE! What 
are you waiting for? Come 
have your morning coffee 
on the balcony and enjoy 

your reality! $145,000.
Sharon Kerr 941-286-7315 
Coldwell Banker Sunstar 

Realty 

HACIENDA DEL MAR
THE PRIDE OF PLACIDA

Bayfront, directly on the 
ICW, the best 2 bed, 2-1/2 
bath, 1,963 sq. ft. luxury 

condo in the complex. Sce-
nic water views. Unequalled 
premium amenities. Marina. 
Almost never used by snow-
bird owners (never rented); 

it’s absolutely brand 
new. Decorator furnished 
and shows like a totally 

upgraded model. $429,900. 
941-769-0200

PORT CHARLOTTE Villa in Her-
itage Oak Park 3/2 with Large 
two car garage. Selling fully 
furnished. Call 859-250-7345 

PUNTA GORDA 3/3 Condo in 
Vivante overlooking beautiful
Peace River. Newer AC. 2622
SqFt. By Owner. 704-651-6867

TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
SHOWCASE OF HOMES

Please Call 
866-463-1638 

or Email; 
classifieds@sun-herald.com

Mobile homes
for sale 

PUNTA GORDA 1/1 New A/C, 
water heater, floor/carpet in 
bdrm. Insulation under unit. 

Cert tiedowns. Remodel bath. 
Best deal in Buttonwood @   

Reduced $26,900 703-615-8761

VENICE RANCH 
Mobile Home Estates 

BEAUTIFUL LOT RENTAL & 
55 + Community.

New & Pre-owned Homes 
No Dogs. Cats Ok 
Call  941-488-5672

www.VeniceRanch.com

Manufactured
homes for sale

ARCADIA VILLAGE 
COUNTRY CLUB

AN ACTIVE 
55+ COMMUNITY

Come Visit One of 
Florida`s Best-Kept 

Secrets, or Take a Drone 
Tour on Our Website... 

Call to Schedule 
an Appoinment 

For a Tour!!!
Ted 800-538-2590 

www.arcadiavillage.com

NEW 3/2 DOUBLE WIDE
Delivered & Set-Up on 

Your Lot w/  Steps, 
Air & Skirting!  
$60,445. + Tax.

Prestige Homes, 
Punta Gorda 
941-637-1122

Homes for rent 

•Heritage Oak Villa, gated, 
clubhouse, pool, exercise, 
equip & etc. The 2/2/2 with 
den. $1450 mo.
•PORT CHARLOTTE 1/1 + bo-
nus room for $875 mo.
•PORT CHARLOTTE 3/2/2 
with pool. $1500 mo. 

Paradise Properties & 
Rentals, Inc 941-628-8855

* NEED A RENTAL *   
Paradise Properties & 

Rentals, Inc 941-625-RENT

NORTH PORT   2BR/1BA 
Duplex, CHA. Scr.lanai 
Very clean. $850/mo 1st/L/S 
Avail NOW 941-423-8029

PORT CHARLOTTE 2/1, 
new AC, nice yard. $950/mo. 
Call Kelly for details. 
941-822-5668 
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Homes for rent 

AWARD WINNING
SUNBELT MGT.

SERVICES
RENTALS 

 

★2/2 Lanai, Oaks IV Condo, 
Quesada Ave., P.C. 

$925/Mo

★2/1.5/1 Tile Floors, Lanai, 
Maraldo Ave., N.P.

$1,050/Mo

★ 3/2 Tile & Laminate 
Floors, Storage Shed, 

Pine Lane P.G.   
$1,250/Mo

★ 3/2/2 Tile & Carpet, 
Lanai, Taplin Ave., 

N.P. $1,275/Mo

★ 4/2/2 Tile & Carpet, Lanai, 
Spacious, Hawthorne Ave., 

P.C. $1,500/Mo

*We Welcome NEW Listings*
COMPLETE LISTINGS

(941) 764-7777
sunbeltmgtservices.com

Condos/villas
for rent 

DEEP CREEK 2/2 26461 Explor-
er Rd, Unit B,  Tile, Lanai, Pool. 
On Golf Course. 1100 sqft.
$1,200. 941-258-4944

•Westchester Woods, 1st 
Floor, 2/2 with comm Pool. 
$1100 mo.
•DEEP CREEK, 1st Floor, 2/2 
with comm. Pool. $1200 mo.

Paradise Properties & 
Rentals, Inc 941-628-8855

Apartments for rent 

PORT CHARLOTTE
Villa San Carlos 11

AFFORDABLE
Income Based Apartments

For 62 or Older
Income Limits Apply

Call 941-624-4404
TTY-1-800-955-8771

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

VENICE  Downtown, Historic 
1BR/1BA Apt.   No Smoke /
dogs, Bk ground ck  $895/mo
+ $1000  Dep. (941)-484-6022

VENICE ISLAND Efficiency- 
1 & 2 br,  Call for Details.   No
Pets, 1 Year Lease  
941-416-5757or 323-6466

Efficiencies
for rent 

HARBOUR HEIGHTS close to
river, newly renovated effi-
ciencies w cable & internet,
SunnybrookMotel 941-625-6400

Vacation/
seasonal rental 

NOKOMIS   2/1 + Bonus Room.
Sleeps up to 6. $2900/mo plus 
sec. All util & wifi incl. Avail
now thru April.  941-539-5892

Lots & acreage 

SELLING YOUR HOME,
 CONDO, or LOT?
We can help you.

Advertise your home, 
condo, or lot with us and 

reach over 150,000 readers  
in Charlotte, Sarasota, & 

DeSoto Counties and online 
everyday.

Ask about our 
30 day special.
Call one of our 

classified experts for 
all the details at 

866-463-1638 
 Realtors Welcome!

DEVELOPMENT LOT
 1599 Placida Rd (Rt #775)

1+/- Acre across from
 Merchant’s Crossing.

Water, sewer, and turning 
lane. Close to beach.

Up to 8+ units possible. 
$299,900. 

3-1/2% financing possible.
941-769-0200

ENGLEWOOD   Small gated
sub. on Oyster creek commu-
nity dock & park access.  
$55,000.  941-716-1813

Waterfront lots 

CHOICE ROTONDA LOTS
• Beautiful lot directly on 
very lrg Rotonda Sands 
lake. Glorious sunset views. 
Bring your boat. 6 Beam Ct, 
Placida, $44,900.
• Oversized waterfront lot, 
Long Meadow golf course 
area. NO FLOOD ZONE. 11 
Medalist Way, Rotonda 
West, $19,900.
• Very lrg multifamily zoned 
lot, very attractive area, 
build up to 5 units, 193 
Rotonda Blvd W, Rotonda 
West, $24,900.
• Oversized waterfront cor-
ner lot in Long Meadow. NO 
FLOOD ZONE. 878 Boundary 
Blvd, Rotonda West, $29,900.

Call 941-769-0200

Waterfront lots 
ENGLEWOOD   Small gated
sub. on Oyster Creek w/ dock
, priv park access & Views.  
$145k  941-716-1813

LOWEST PRICED
DIRECT GULF ACCESS

LEMON BAY LOT
Deep sailboat water. 

No bridges, ¼ acre, bay
views, new seawall, 3 min-

utes to ICW. 7 minutes
to Gulf. Only $179,900. 

3-1/2% financing possible.
941-769-0200

Business rentals 
PORT CHARLOTTE Retail 

Space for Rent - $10.00 Sq Ft. 
20101 Peachland Blvd.

Free Rent Available for new 
Tenants.  Angie  941-627-3500

Commercial/ industrial 
Comm./ind. property

DEVELOPMENT LOT
 1599 Placida Rd (Rt #775)

1+/- Acre across from
 Merchant’s Crossing.

Water, sewer, and turning 
lane. Close to beach.

Up to 8+ units possible. 
$299,900. 

3-1/2% financing possible.
941-769-0200

Notices 
Announcements 

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

Personals 
SINGLE MALE 45-60 WANTED 
for movies, dining, etc with 
Single Lady. 941-201-9853

THE GIRL NEXT DOOR
  941-483-0701 Port Charlotte

Card of thanks 
MAY THE SACRED HEART
of Jesus be Adorned, Glori-
fied, Loved, and Preserved 
throughout the world now and
forever. Sacred heart of Jesus
pray for us. St. Jude Worker of
Miracles pray for us, St. Jude 
Helper of the Hopeless pray 
for Megan Payne. 

Bible study
& churches 

BEGIN YOUR DAY IN 
BIBLE STUDY

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. 

Tuesdays 10AM-11AM. 
For more info 941-766-9357 

Port Charlotte

 CALVARY BIBLE CHURCH 
1936 E. Venice Ave. 

Venice Friday at 9am.                     
Study features video teach-
ings of noted Bible Schol-
ars on  various  subjects.                                                                

For more info. Call Rev. Jones 
at: 941-485-7070 or visit 
www.CBCVenice.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
HOUSE OF PRAYER  

Night Watch Fridays 
7pm-9pm

Worship-Word-Prayer
One River-One Stream

1435 Collingswood Blvd Unit C
Port Charlotte
941 249-8946  

Check us out on Facebook

COMMUNITY CENTER  
4PM - 7PM each Wednesday.

 Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, 23456 Olean Blvd. PC, 

Open to All Ages.
 For more info 941-766-9357

FAITH BUILDERS
A Basic Study to Build your 
Christian Faith. Call Pastor
Gumm at Christ the King 

Lutheran Church for times.
 941-766-9357 Port Charlotte

UNIQUE AND INFORMATIVE
DVD Every Sunday @ 6pm. 
Disussion After at El Jobean
Baptist 941-769-6291

Bible study
& churches 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda
Various Days & Times             
Confirmation/Bible Study           
Adult Infomational Class
941-639-6309 

GATEWAY WORSHIP PRAYER
& Healing Rooms If you need 
healing, we want to pray with
you! Our prayer teams are 
available to minister to you 
every Thursday 7:30 pm-8:30
pm. For information call 
863-832-4418 5377 Dunkin Rd.,
Punta Gorda 33982
Jesus Still Heals Today!

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE
CROSS 2300 Luther Rd., Deep 
Creek Bible Study - Thursdays 
10-11:30  & Sunday’s @ 9 AM
Questions and/or Info 
941-627-6060

New Season Full Gospel Minis-
tries Meets Every Wednesday
at 3320 Loveland Blvd Port
Charlotte, Fl  (Held at Board
of Realtors Building Near 
Visani’s Restaurant)
Food at 6:30PM and Fellow-
ship Starts at 7:00PM Every-
one Welcome!! Pamela Sams 
941-268-3589

START YOUR DAY RIGHT 
Bible Study Thursdays 

10:00-11:30
Lutheran Church of the Cross
2300 Luther Rd., Deep Creek                                                      

and Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Questions and/or Info

 (941) 627-6060

Lost & found 
 THE FLORIDA FISH AND WILD-
LIFE CONSERVATION COM-
MISSION has taken custody of
a 9 foot, 2017 Sundolphin boat 
that was found in Charlotte 
County.  The boat will be held
for 90 days and if not claimed,
will be surrendered to the 
finder.  Any person claiming
ownership may call 239-332-
6972 ext 9202 or in writing to 
FWC 2423 Edwards Drive, Fort
Myers, FL   33901.

Exercise classes 
GULF COAST ACUPUNTURE 
151 Center Rd. Wednesdays
5:30pm  Thursdays 9:00 am
Saturdays 8:30am YOGA
for Beginners Proceeds to                                      
Venice Wildlife Center                                          
Call Rick or Mary 941-488-1769

TO ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS 
Information

Call 866-463-1638
or Email; 

classifieds@sun-herald.com

Business 
Services 

AN OCCUPATIONAL LLC. may 
be required by the City and/or
County. Please call the appro-
priate occupational licensing
bureau to verify.

Aluminum 

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry way, etc...  

941-915-3381
Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates  lic/insured

GULF COAST RESCREEN
Lic & Insured

Family owned & operated
PAINTING & 

RESCREENING POOL CAGES IS 
OUR SPECIALITY!

941-536-7529
Serving Sarasota County Free 

Estimates

PRECISION Aluminum & 
Remodeling Lanai’s, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, 
Windows, Doors, Floors.

 941-276-8449

Appliance
service/repair 
GARY DRAKE 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
& INSPECTION. 

30 yrs. Exp. 
(941)-889-7596

Child care 
ALL CHILDCARE FACILITIES 

MUST INCLUDE, WITH 
ADVERTISEMENT, STATE OR 

LOCAL AGENCY LICENSE 
NUMBER.

FLORIDA STATE LAW requires 
all child care centers and
day care businesses to regis-
ter with the State of Florida.
The Sun Newspapers will not 
knowingly accept advertising
which is in violation of the law

Computer service 
PUNTA GORDA COMPUTERS 

REPAIR & TUTORING
Reasonal Prompt  Friendly 

SR. Discounts. Serving all of 
Charlotte Co.   941-246-1048

Contractors 
BLUE PARROT 

CONSTRUCTION
  Commercial & Residential 

     Renovations
941-662-0366

BlueParrotConstruction
@aol.com

BlueParrotConstruction.com
CBC1258748/Fully Insured

Contractors 
EDWARD ROSS 

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES, INC. 941-408-8500
pool cages, Scr. lanais, etc...

TEDDY`S HANDYMAN & 
REMODELING, INC.

No Job Too Big or Too Small! 
(941)-629-4966       Lic./Ins. 
Serving NP, Charlotte & PG

CRC 1327653

Concrete 
CONCRETE CRACKS

 REPAIRED
Pool Decks & Driveways. All 
Repairs Guaranteed. FREE 
ESTIMATES. 941-639-4520

FLORIDA CONCRETE 
Driveways - Sidewalks 
Additions
Residential & Commerical 
New Construction
 941-628-5965  
Ins/Lic CG034909

PRO PATH CONCRETE 
Driveways, Patios,  Sidewalks

Pads, Free Estimates
941-286-6415 

Lic #AAA-11-00081

RICH LANDERS 
STUCCO, INC. 

Honest, Reliable work!
LIC/INS New Const & 

Remodels. Rusted bands & 
wire lathe repair.  

spraycrete & more
  (941)-497-4553

THE CONCRETE GUY
941-716-0872 

  Driveways, Walkways, 
Patio All flat work Demo & 

Removal & permiting. 
Ch Lic AAA14-100088

LEE  14-02339
SRQ SWC 44

Domestic
cleaning service 

A&R PRO WINDOW CLEANERS
In/Out, Tracks & Screens, 
Mirror Walls, Ceiling Fans, 
Also Vinyls, Clean & Polish, 
H/W Team. Lic#25014 & Ins.  

941-441-8658

PEACEFUL EASY CLEANING
PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL 

AND OFFICE CLEANING 
SPECIALIZING IN MOVE IN 
AND MOVE OUTS. SERVIC-

ING ALL OF SARASOTA AND 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 

(973)-876-6995

SUNSHINE PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANING SERVICE

100% Customer Satisfaction
Weekly - Bi-Weekly, Move-ins 
& Move-outs. Ref’s Bond, Lic 
& Ins. Credit cards accepted

941-221-1982

Drywall 
COMPLETE DRYWALL

Hang, Finish, Patchwork, 
All Textures, Popcorn 
Removal, and Paint.

Matt Potter  941-232-8667
Lic.& Ins CRC1328482

DEPENDABLE DRYWALL 
& REMODELING 

◆Patch Repairs◆
◆New Homes◆

941-639-4440 
Lic.#SCC131150207 

 Insured

Electrical 
DRM ELECTRICAL SERVICE, 

“Plug Into Personalized 
Service”

Electrical, Maintenance, 
Repairs,  Troubleshooting.   
941-480-0761  941-366-3646

Excavating/
Bush Hog 

ORRSLANDCLEARING.COM
Underbrush  Pepper Tree 

Removal Fence Line Clearing 
Stump Grinding, Bush Hog 
Services. Free Estimates! 

Lic/Ins. (941)-875-4198

Handyman/
general repair 

A CARPENTER AROUND THE 
HOUSE for all your carpen-
try needs! James M. Okell 
941-270-1693

DAVID J SHEPARD, JR., 
Over 20 years

 in Charlotte County, 
 Handyman Svcs, Wood Rot, 

Windows & doors, Dry Wall & 
Stucco Repair, 

Painting, etc. 941-627-6954 or 
941456-6953 

Lic # RR282811062

Heating & air 

S.O.S.
A/C & HEAT

941-468-4956
     

Air Conditioning 
Systems 

Cooling Made Affordable!
Installed 10 yr Warranty

st. lic #CAC1816023
sosairfl.com

Home inspections 
HOME INSPECTIONS

Wind Mitigation, 
Full Inspections

Buyer, Seller, Owner
Great rates! Lic HI 8261

941-623-8623 
Home inspector classes also

Home & commercial
improvement

CARPENTER, INC Handyman  
Rotten wood, doors, soffit, 
facia and much more. 
 Phil 941-626-9021 lic/ ins.

GARAGE FLOORS DONE
RIGHT! Epoxy Flakes, Quartz,
Silica. In Charlotte County
over 30 yrs! 941-628-0251

Home & commercial
improvement

$75.00 
per panel

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & 

Locks
Call  Bob 

LOW OVERHEAD = 
LOW PRICES!

941-706-6445
Affordable 

Maintenance
Owned and oper-
ated by Local Fire 

fighter.

A & R QUALITY HOMES INC.

Customer Satisfaction is 
our goal.

Kitchen/bath remodels
Pressure cleaning, 

Interior & exterior painting
Concrete/driveways/

walkways/slabs
Stucco/repairs/fascia/

soffit
Pool deck resurfacing

Doors/Windows
Fully licensed and insured

941-429-1285 941-626-0315
License # CRC1329404

COMPLETE CLEAN
 PRESSURE WASHING 

EXCELLENT RATES
20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

941-468-2744 LIC/INS
www.completecleanpw.com

DO YOU HAVE LOOSE, 
HOLLOW OR BUCKLING TILES? 
Inject-A-Floor-System can
help. Grout Cleaning/Staining,
Marble Cleaning, Tile Repair. 
941-893-8475

FIRST CHOICE CUSTOM 
CABINETS Kitchen, Baths, 
Closets, Countertops etc. 

Commercial & Residential. 
941-505-5570

GARAGE FLOORS DONE
RIGHT! Epoxy Flakes, Quartz,
Silica. In Charlotte County
over 30 yrs! 941-628-0251

GUTTERS, 6” Seamless. 
Ken Violette, Inc.

 (941) 240-6699 Lic.
CGC#060662/Ins.

 HANDYMAN
Home repairs. 30+ yrs Exp.

Call 941-539-1694

J & J HANDYMAN
Painting, Pressure

 Washing & Much More!

Over 40 Years Experience & 
Satisified Customers

Service with YOU in Mind.
Reasonable, Reliable & 

Honest.

Serving Englewood, Venice 
& Sarasota Areas

Larger or Smaller Projects, 
Commercial & Residential

licensed & fully insured

Call Joe Chiminiello
(941) 525-7967

MORRIS SANDEFUR’S 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Gutter cleaning, Rescreening, 
Mobile home repairs and 

more. 941-485-2172

OCEAN AIR CONDITIONING 
of SWFL Inc.

Proudly in business since 
1978. Prompt & Courteous 

service on all brands! 
We offer LENNOX, BOSCH

 and others!
Call Today for your FREE 

quote!   941-625-8900

 ROOF CLEANING 
LOW PRESSURE 
LOW CHEMICAL

 941-460-4936
www.completecleanpw.com
All work performed by State 

Cert. Roofing Contractor

STORMTWISTERS - 
Hurricane Shutters
ShuttersUp.Today

 * Roll Down Shutters
* Accordian Shutters

* Clear Hurricane Panels
* Hurricane Screens
* Bahama Shutters

941-626-8200
*A Division of Bay Bridge 
Homes  Lic#CBC1254261

Home & commercial
improvement

TILE - Remodel, Baths, Floors. 
Your Tile or Mine. 

941-625-5186 Lic.#AAA006387

Lawn/garden & tree 
AN OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE
may be required by the City
and/or County. Please call the 
appropriate occupational 
licensing bureau to verify

A JAMISON 
TREE SERVICE,INC.

Complete & Professional
15% Sr Discount! 

 Free Est. Lic. & Insured 
Engl 941-475-6611

 N. Port 941-423-0020
Serving Charlotte and 

Sarasota for over 20 years.
jamisontreeservice.com

ALTMAN TREE SERVICE 
Tree Trimming, Removal, 

Stump Grinding. Lic & Ins. 
Call Mike Altman 941-268-7582

AMERICAN IRRIGATION
Call 941-587-2027

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Licensed & Insured

Charlotte Co. 
lic#AAA-11-00010.

  Serving Charlotte and 
Sarasota Counties

DAVEY’S TREE SERVICE 
**15% Sr Discount! **

 Free Est. Lic. & Insured 
941-539-2644

 Free Est. Lic. & Insured

DP`s ABILITY TREE SERVICE
Removals, Stump Grinding, 
Palm Trimming,  Shaping, 

Oaks Thinned & Raised Up. 
Over 20 Yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates! 

941-889-8147 
Lic#00000192 & Insured.

FLORIDA TREE INC.
Tree Trimming & Removal

Stump Grinding   
 Lawn Service 

 Bucket Service  
Certified Arborist FL6803A 

941-613-3613
 pcftree.com      Lic./Ins.

NOW   ACCEPTING   
NEW LAWN    ACCOUNTS!

941-468-4372
ISA Certified Arborist

John Cannon  FL-6444A  
South Sarasota & 
Charlotte County 

RAINSCAPE INC, 
Irrigation, Maintenance, Re-
pair, Installation. Monthly 
Maintenance starts at $40. 

FREE ESTIMATES
941-888-2988

SANDEFURS-HOME & TREE
Maintenance Tree trimming,
removal. We do it all! License/
Insured 941-484-6042

TOM LARSEN  LANDSCAPING 
40 years exp southern 

gardening. Professional, 
Installation, Restoration and 

Property Maintenance for 
home or business. 

Insured and dependable. 
678-755-3804 or email

 tomlarsen559@gmail.com

TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.
NURSERY

•  Pineapple Plants fruiting
     $30/ea

•  Snow Queen Hibiscus 7 
     gal $20.00 NICE           

•  MANY OTHER SHRUBS 
     AVAILABLE 

STOP IN TO SEE US 
 SATURDAY ONLY 

8AM-2PM 6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

WENDELL ALBRITTON 
TREE Service

VERY AFFORDABLE
Will Work with you!!

941-763-5042 Lic & Insured!

Marine construction 
MARINE CONTRACTING 

GROUP
◆Docks ◆ Seawalls ◆ 

◆Boat Lifts◆

 941-505-0221 Free Estimates
25+ Years. Exp!  Lic. 

SCC131151730

Moving/hauling 
ALL TYPES OF CLEAN-UPS! 

Same Day Service! 
24 Hrs. a Day! 

941-764-0982 or 
941-883-1231

Painting/
wallpapering 

STEVEN’S CUSTOM PAINTING  
RES/COMM. INT/EXT 

FREE EST. 
LIC. & INS. 941-255-3834

BEST PRICING
Call Now to Lock in an 

Amazing Bang For Your  Buck 
From a Seasoned Painter 

941-468-2660   AAA00101266
30 years exp. lic/insured

former firefighter

Best Prices -- Quality Job
Best Coast Painting

and Pressure Washing 
Residential/Commercial

10% Off With Ad!
941-815-8184   AAA00101254

LARRY ESPOSITO PAINTING 
INC “It’s Not What We Do, 

It’s How We Do It!”
Free Estimates, 
 941-764-1171

Lic & Insured AAA007825
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Do you know what’s on 

TV tonight? 

We do.
Add           to your 

SUN Newspaper subscription 

for only $2.00 a month and 

never miss your favorite 

shows again. Tune in to the 

latest sports and trending 

programs, plus puzzles, 

sudoku, crosswords and 

special streaming features. 

Call 941-206-1300 
to add today.

adno=
FL53237
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Painting/
wallpapering 

MARTINI’S PAINTING
Exterior, Interior, 

Driveways, Tile Roofs
$500 OFF WITH AD

40 Years Local Family 
Owned & Operated. 

941-766-0331
Lic#CBC1261010

Nathan Dewey Painting Co
  Commercial & Residental

Interior & Exterior
Pressure washing 

Handyman Services 
Free Estimates 
Prompt Service

941-484-4576
nathandeweypainting.com

SWEENEY`S PAINTING INC.
*Pressure Cleaning *
*Mildew Treatment *

*Painting/Commercial*
* Interior & Exterior *

*Committed to Excellence *
* Attention to Quality *

 941-916-1024 
Lic# AAA0010702

Plumbing 
LARRY`S PLUMBING, 

Re-Pipes (Most in 1 Day) 
Beat Any Estimate Complete 

Service 941-484-5796 
Lic.#CFC1425943

Pool services 

POOL DECKS, 
Driveway Designs

Garage Floors
Patio’s and more. 

QUALITY
Lic 941-375-1103 Insu

Pressure cleaning 
BAILEY’S PRESSURE

 CLEANING 
Complete Exterior 

House Painting! 
Call 941-497-1736

FULL HOUSE
 PRESSURE WASHING 

Rates Starting At:
* Tile Roofs $150 *

*  Houses $75 *
*  Pool Cage/Decks $65 *

*  Driveways *
* Pool Deck Coatings *

 AND MORE!!
941-451-7550 Lic./Ins

Screening 

 A TIP TOP
 Rescreen LLC

A quality rescreen at a fast 
and affordable price. 

Call us today for your free 
estimate at 

239-440-6857 
licensed and insured

ALL ABOUT ALUMINUM & 
SCREEN: Rescreen & New. 

941-876-4779 
wescreenflorida.com - 
Lic# SA37, AL0511993X

ALL AMERICAN 
RENOVATIONS 
Lic & Insured 

Family owned & operated
Specializing in 

Full Pool cage restoration, 
rescreening & Painting & 
Rusty  Screw changeouts, 

painting pool cages, lanais, 
front entry ways etc...  

941-915-3381
 Serving Sarasota County 

Free Estimates

BREEZE THRU RESCREEN LLC 
Full Rescreen 
Panel Repair

Power Washing 
Pool Cage Painting

FREE POWER WASH WITH 
FULL RESCREEN

We have you covered! 
Call Today for your 

FREE Estimate. 
941-661-7897 Lic./Ins.

Visa/MC/Discover/Amex 
Apple/Android Pay

RESCREENING  BY  
NORTHSTAR Free Estimates. 

941-725-7599  
 Lic# CC20597 & Insured

Roofing 
CALL US TODAY

TOM JOYCE ROOFING 
for prompt roof

 replacement 
and repairs!

45 Years of Quality Work and 
Experience

941-484-9804 
941-429-1800 lic#1325725

COMPLETE ROOFING 
SOLUTIONS OF FLORIDA
Reroofing and Repairs  

  Commercial and Residential 
Flat and Metal Roof 

Restoration  Free Estimates  
All Work Guaranteed

 George M. Schwartz Jr. 
Owner 941-961-8263

Lic # CCC1325750

LEONARD’S ROOFING &
INSULATION INC.
family owned & 

operated since 1969

Shingle, Tile, Built-Up, 
Single-Ply, Metal, Full 

Carpentry,
Service Available

SARASOTA COUNTY ONLY!
Reagan Leonard

941-488-7478
lic # rc 0066574

ROOF LEAK PATROL, INC. 
Residential/Commercial 

REPAIRS, REROOF, 
CARPENTRY, ETC...

 35 YRS EXP. LIC/INSURED
#RCA065387  

 941-474-ROOF (7663)  
www.RoofLeakPatrol.com

Roofing 

STEVE`S ROOFING &
 REPAIRS   

Preferred Contractor! 
Voted Best of the Best 

Since 2010!
Free Est. 941-625-1894 
Lic. CCC1326838/Ins.

Sod 

LAWN REPLACEMENT
Maloney’s SOD 

Charlotte 941-637-1333
Sarasota 941-955-8327 

 “No Job Too Big 
or Too Small” 

www.maloneysod.com

Window cleaning 
Window Cleaning, 

•Residential Window Cleaning
•Pressure Washing

P: 941-952-0903
lic/insured

Merchandise
Arts and crafts 

ARIZONA HIGHWAY 
MAGAZINES 51,1970-1990 $50  
941-629-4857

WINE BOTTLE TREE STEEL 
HOLDS 33 WINE BOTTLES. 
USED. $50  440-213-1767

Sewing 
DISHES MIKASA/GARDEN 
Harvest 12 Place Settings,  
$150  813-918-7287

SEWING MACHINE Singer 
Stylist 538, cabinet, chair $30  
239-283-8920

SEWING MACHINE Viking 1040 
All metal ZigZag Machine $100  
813-918-7287

Dolls 
DOLL PORCELAIN 21’’ Musical 
Howard Kaplan French collec-
tion $35  941-629-6374

Household goods 
AREA CARPETS 8’x11’, w/
runner to match, non-smoker 
$180  941-235-2203

AREA RUG 5X7 Royal Blue & 
Mauve $25  941-629-4857

AREA RUG 8x11 Fl design, can 
send pics $100  941-474-0146

ARMCHAIR FABRIC 33X36X30 
modern design of squares and 
circles $50  941-716-5507

CRYSTAL 40PC 12 water 12 
champagne 8 wine 8 cordial 
silver rim LN $39  941-830-0346

ELECTRIC TOOTHBRUSH 
INTELISONIC (new$99) works 
great  $30  954-642-6599

FINE CHINA Harmony House 
Platinum Hand Painted 58 pcs 
$150  941-613-9953

FOLDING CLOTHES TREE  
excellent condition $40  
941-460-9540

FOOTBALL TRAYS 15x20” green 
field/football w/handles NEW 
in pkgs 4 for $15  941-830-0346

FRAMED PAINTING 54X42 
Beautiful; must see! Reduced! 
$140  941-639-1517

HOME WARNING SYSTEM 
Reliance, Phone alert, never 
open $25  941-200-5718

ICOM 718  power cable 
& manuals like new $475  
941-613-9953

MARTINI SET pitcher, glass 
stirrer, 8 stemware, exc. $20  
941-235-2203

MATTRESSES, RV SIZE Two 
Twin size 6in Memory Foam 
Clean $150  941-613-9953

MIXING BOWL 6 Set stainless 
commercial 19/16/14/12/8/6” 
wide Excel  $20  941-830-0524

MOTION/SOUND MIRROR 
46X29X3 Waterfall $50  
941-815-8029

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

ORIENTAL DECOR SELLOUT 
panels, fans, lamps figurines 
$325  941-613-9953

PLANTERS RATTAN & wicker, 
(2) 30”h 11x11” sq btm shelf lt 
brn NEW $50  941-830-0346

ROAST PAN Oneida Comm rack 
16.5x14x3.5 cast alum NonStk 
NEW in box $29  941-830-0524

SEAT MASSAGER Body Pulse 
A9525/1 heat lumbar autooff 5 
ctrls AC/12V $20  941-830-0524

Household goods 

RUGS 2 matching silk wool 
rugs w/1 matching runner.
65”WX98L.  $250  941-875-9390

SEWING MACHINE Singer 
Stylist 538, cabinet, chair $30  
239-283-8920

WASTE KING 1001 GARBAGE 
DISPOSAL  1/2 HP/CV.  NEW  
$35  941-391-6270

WEATHER RADIO NOAA ALERT 
Midland WR-100 all hazard 
new in box $25  941-830-0346

Furniture 
BAR CHAIRS 4 black uphol-
stered not swiveled $125  
941-585-8149

BAR HEIGHT STOOLS (4) Black 
with beige cushions. Like new 
$160  715-551-6890

BAR STOOLS  2 sea grass 
woven seats wrought iron 
each $25  941-525-8484

BED-MATTRESS & BOX
$100  941-629-5550

BEDROOM SET Queen bdr set, 
dresser/mirror, mattress $300, 
OBO  775-722-3013

BOXSPRING For King Size Bed,
2 pieces. FREE  941-426-7511

BUNK BEDS dresser & night-
stand, mattresses, Cherry col-
or. $400  941-257-5500

CHINA CABINET excellent, 
wood, lighted. Can send pixs 
$250  941-474-0146

COFFEE TABLE w/glass top, 
and two end tables. $75, OBO  
775-722-3013

COFFEE TABLE, Beautiful glass 
turn-around $50  941-258-8312

COMPUTER DESK & PRINTER 
STAND; Call for measure-
ments; $70, OBO  941-766-6161

COUCH & RECLINER, dark grey 
$100, OBO  775-722-3013

COUCH LEATHER all 88X37X35 
good condition, delivery extra 
$50  941-307-9211

COUCH SLEEPER Plaid fabric 
Queen size clean delivery 
extra  $150  941-307-9211

DESK, dark brown; 48 Wide X 
30 Tall X 19.75 Deep; $40, OBO  
941-766-6161

DINETTE SET  like new 24” 
round table two chairs all 
wood $100  941-716-5507

DINING ROOM CHAIRS (4) 
beautiful, wood, cream, 
cushion $50  941-258-8312

DINING ROOM CHAIRS uphol-
stered 2 arm & 4 side good 
condition $100  941-662-6207

DINING ROOM SET Table,4 
chairs & hutch. Like New $190, 
OBO  330-256-1780

DINING ROOM SET w 6 up-
holstered chairs, wood table
glass top $275  941-473-8972

DINING ROOM TABLE  oval 
with 2 leaves.  Good condition 
$50  941-662-6207

DINING ROOM TABLE Solid 
dark wood table, seats 6  
$150, OBO  858-353-5532

DINING SETS 54”  one glass 
top/one wood top plus 4 fabric 
chairs each $100  941-307-9211

DINING TABLE & CHAIRS 
Modern Oval shape Black with 
grey top $150  941-613-9953

DINING TABLE 48” round hi top 
wood, glass & iron, seats 4, 
great $100  386-314-5325

DIRECTOR CHAIR, PAIR 
burgundy fabric, 23X16X36, 
18” tall seat $50  941-716-5507

END TABLES , Pair of tropical 
glass  Metal frame/leaves.  
$60  941-876-3908

END TABLES solid wood, 
(2) almond color.  $55 each
941-257-5500

I BUY FURNITURE
Or anything of value!
 941-485-4964

KITCHEN SET with 2 chairs. 
White, Solid Wood top. $75  
941-257-5500

LEATHER SOFA, Recline, 
burgandy, like new  $350  
941-258-8312

LIVING ROOM CHAIRS (2)Dusty 
pink rocker turn around good 
condition $250  941-258-8312

LOFT BED Full Size Bed & Full
Size Futon, Mattresses Incl 
$500.  941-882-8069

LOUNGE CHAIR, LA-Z-BOY, 
BEIGE, EXCELLENT CONDITION
$150  941-505-1379

MATTRESS & BOX 
Queen $175 

Also have King 941-629-5550 

MATTRESS QUEEN mattress 
set, barely used $125  
775-722-3013

PATIO SET Glass top table & 6 
sling chairs $225  941-613-2434

PLANTERS RATTAN & wicker, 
(2) 30”h 11x11” sq btm shelf lt 
brn NEW $50  941-697-0501

RECLINER DUAL Power Lift 
Recliner, olive green $499  
941-257-8118

RECLINER, LA-Z-BOY ROCKER
Beige. Great Condition! $100.   
941-882-8069

ROCKER Wicker w/ matching
foot stool. Excellent shape
$125  309-660-6004

SLEEPER SOFA Like New! Extra 
Foam Topper & Sheets Incl. 
$500 Firm  313-618-4088

SLEEPER SOFA Queen, 
New Burnt Orange $350  
941-639-9293

Furniture 
SLEEPER SOFA, QUEEN, Blue, 
Innerspring Mattress, Picture 
Avail; $75, OBO  941-766-6161

SOFA  ALMOST new sofa. 
Beige w/2 lg back pillows, 4 
sm pillows. $250  941-258-6085

SOFA AND LOVE-SEAT Very 
good condition. Beige floral. 
Maufactured in North Carolina 
by Bruards. $150, OBO  
715-570-9944

SOFA GENTLY used 82” 3 
cushion cream color $125  
603-533-9256

SOFA LAZYBOY, excellent 
condition, Burgundy $225, 
OBO  941-488-7067

TABLE  & 4 arm chairs 44” 
glass top wrought irom $75  
941-525-8484

TABLE block glass 3 shelves 
40”l x 18”w x 24”h. Exc. cond. 
$25  941-200-5718

TRUNDLE BED Rarely used. 
Fine condition. Includes Serta 
Mattresses. $200  941-473-1693

TV 50” ROKU TV like new $175  
775-722-3013

Electronics 

AIWA AM/FM W/BOSE 
SPEAKERS 16X16 EXC.COND.                            
$150, OBO  518-796-6383

CASSETTE TO CASSETTE 
Copier audio recorder $25  
617-460-2341

D.V.D MOVIES about 100 
movies $1 each 941-661-7158

HAND HELD RECORDER 
vintage RCA, carry case, batt., 
ac cor,tripod $75  617-460-2341

HP, ALL-IN-ONE, Color, 
Photosmart Plus B210, wire-
less  $35  941-307-9211

MINI FLASHLIGHTS 8 Assorted 
all working. Text for pix. $10  
714-599-2137

TV/stereo/radio 
HIGH END REAR-SURROUND 
Speakers AtlanticTechnology 
(400 new) $100  954-642-6599

HYBRID SPEAKERS 7-WAY  
w/12”woofers($1Grand new) 
400watts $150  954-642-6599

RCA 46” LED 1080P HDTV w/
remote, excellent condition & 
like new.   $150  941-875-2285

ROKU TWO UNITS, one 
366ox2, one HDMI stick $40  
941-883-6852

STEREO EQUIPMENT  All Kinds 
Speakers, receivers, etc. 
Starting @ $10  954-642-6599

SUB WOOFER  SONANCE 10” 
Son of Sub  ($300 new) excl.
cond. $100  954-642-6599

TECHNIES RECEIVER  Needs a 
new volume control. $20, OBO  
941-255-0489

TURNTABLE SYSTEM Techics 
Quartz direct drive    $125  
941-624-0928

TV WALL MOUNT  swivels 
sideways for 30-44” TV
Exc cond. $15  941-629-6374

TV, BLU RAY PLAYER Sony, 
Great picture. $100, OBO  
941-815-0969

Computer equipment 
HDTV/MONITOR LCD RCA 32” 
widescreen model RC2254701 
remote  $40  941-716-5507

INK JET CARTRIDGE Pkg 
Reconditioned RCN684, 564XL   
$10  941-815-8029

Clothing/jewelry 
CLOTHING-ALMOST NEW men/
woman all kinds; bargain. $2 
ea  941-639-1517

HANDBAG, Dooney & Bourke 
LG, Leather, Like New $100  
941-639-9293

JACKET LEATHER black ladies 
buttons hip length soft Avanti 
3X NEW gift $49  941-830-0524

LEATHER JACKET black ladies 
below waist zips Max USA M/L
NEW gift $49  941-830-0524

Antiques
collectibles 

1919 SHEET MUSIC “I Love You 
Just The Same Sweet Adeline” 
$10  941-258-0512

1979 HISTORICAL  Novel. 
The Last Days of Pompeii. 
Ilustrated $20  941-258-0512

2 PAINTING Keane style girl 
boy, big eyes, nicely framed 
$40  941-200-5718

2006 VATICAN CITY 224 pg 
illustrated book bought at the 
Vatican $25  941-258-0512

ALWAYS  BUYING
ANTIQUES, ART, SILVER

NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUES
941-639-9338  941-740-2449

BASEBALL STU MILLER 
Autographed. Old Red Sox 
picture $60  941-200-5718

BEATRICE POTTER FIGURINES 
Royal Albert mint bargain.  
$20 ea.  941-639-1517

BUYING SILVER COINS   DIMES 
THRU SILVER DOLLARS.   941-
626-7785

CAST IRON BELL 0n 7’ post,-
came from Ripley, Ohio $145  
941-235-2203

COFFEE/TEA SET For 12 fine 
German china in perfect 
condition $125  941-743-0649

DRESSER 5 drawers, walnut, 
beautiful cond. $155, OBO  
941-235-2203

ELVIS POSTER 3’x2’, framed, 
”Return To Sender” exc. $35  
941-235-2203

GOLD COIN MINT Set Special 
U.S. Mint $400  781-956-8891

Antiques
collectibles 

GERMAN VINTAGE DRAFTING/
DRAWING SET w/orig case $20  
941-639-1517

INDIAN HEAD PENNIES Indian 
Head pennies $1  781-956-8891

LIONEL DONALD DUCK 
boxcar. Mint condition $50  
941-218-9292

LIONEL MICKEY MOUSE 
Boxcar. Mint-new $50  
941-218-9292

LIONEL REEFER Ben Franklin 
mint condition-new. $50  
941-218-9292

LITHOGRAPH STONES 2 @ 5X6 
& 1 @ 6X8. 2 1/4 thick. $200  
941-255-0489

MCDONALDS JUICE GLASSES 
set of 6 8oz $25  941-815-8029

PLATE BLOCK VINTAGE 
Uncancelled stamps 50 per pg 
$4 ea 941-639-1517

POMPEII BOOK Illustrated 
book bought at Pompeii with 
DVD $30  941-258-0512

PROOF AND MINT Sets from 
U.S. Mint $7  781-956-8891

ROME TOURIST BOOK 170 
Illustrations & history of 
Italian city. $10  941-258-0512

SILVER COINS in rolls $75  
781-956-8891

SILVER DOLLARS 1878-
1935 common dates $25  
781-956-8891

TY BENNIE BABIES I have a 
tote full $1  941-661-7158

VICTORIAN CORNER CHAIR 
CA 1890 Walnut,Green Velvet 
$300  941-629-4857

VINTAGE CONSOLE STEREO, 
Includes Record Player, 

Radio, Speakers. Storage. 
Beautiful! $450.  941-257-5500

WOODEN BIRD COLLECTION 
20 hand painted cost 525 $225  
941-585-8149

Musical 
BABY GRAND PIANO Ivory, 
Kawai,  $4,500  Call Kathy 

941-626-6821

BEHRINGER GUITAR/AMP 
New, never played. $175  
941-413-6357

FENDER ACOUSTIC GUITAR w/
stand, case, tuner, strap & 
book. $150  941-661-0262

YAMAHA ACOUSTIC GUITAR, in 
excellent condition & like new. 
$150  941-875-2285

Medical 

BEDSIDE COMMODE w/swing-
away arms. Like New $35  
941-268-8951

HOSPITAL BED Ex. condition all
electric $425  941-626-9349

JAZZY  MOTORIZED 
WHEELCHAIR Like new, 
battery charger. Cash, pickup 
only. $499  517-896-8875

MEDICAL OXYGEN 680L E Tank 
(2015) with regulator and cart  
$100  941-307-9211

 OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR 
portable ex. condition, 2 
batteries $475  941-626-9349

PLANTAR FASCIITIS WALKING 
BOOT R or L foot. PIX available 
$20, OBO  714-599-2137

SHOWER CHAIR with arms, 
350 lb Capacity. Like new.  $35  
941-268-8951

SHOWER STOOL Or toilet riser 
for round toilet. Like New.  $20 
each  941-268-8951

WALKER FOLDING ADJUSTABLE   
NEW.   $15  941-391-6270

WHEELCHAIR 18” SEAT 
Standard. Nice. $75  
941-268-8951

Trees & plants 
4 LEAF CLOVERS Pot of 
Clovers $10  941-697-9152

ALOE POT of Aloe $5  
941-697-9152

ARTIFICIAL PALM PLANT 8-9 
ft tall, good shape, can send 
pics. $55  941-474-0146

FOX TAIL PALM 2 Ft tall-In pots 
$15  941-697-9152

OAK TREE Almost 6 feet tall-in 
pots $15  941-697-9152

ORCHIDS LAVENDER 
with purple throat $35  
914-739-7028

ORCHIDS SHOWY WHITE with 
yellow throat, multiple blooms 
$35  914-739-7028

PLANTS/TREE SAPLINGS  a 
few too many in pots/buckets 
start at $5  941-716-5507

Baby items 
PACK & PLAY GREEN CENTURY  
LIKE NEW. $40  440-213-1767

Golf accessories 
GOLF BALLS Brand New 
golf balls. $10.00 dozen   
941-979-0351

GOLF CLUBS and bag. Basic 
set, text $25  586-436-0076

GOLF CLUBS Mens LH full set 
+ Big Bertha driver.
 $65, OBO  941-408-9512

GOLF CLUBS Top Flight Golf 
Club, XL-13 piece, bag. New in 
box $130, OBO  941-743-2326

YELLOW JACKET
4G BATTERY CABLES
Corrosion Resistant

Best Golf Cart Cables
$129.95/set. Visit 

DarsGolfCarts.com
941-769-1431

NO TEXT PLEASE

Golf carts 

2015 CLUB CAR Precedent
$3295 

Sandstone
2 passenger Golf Cart

2017 Batteries
Folding Windshield

48 volt E.R.I.C. Charger 
OEM upholstery
Low battery light
Reverse buzzer
4 drink holders

Tires, Top
941-769-1431

Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

2015 CLUB CAR PRECEDENT
$3995 

BOB-CAT Green
BRAND NEW BATTERIES

Yellow Jacket Cables
Monsoon Roof

Matching Club Cover
48 volt ERIC Charger
Factory Upholstery
Folding Windshield

Factory spoke Hubcaps
Cooler, Sandbucket
Excellent DOT Tires 
Wide Angle Mirror

STK# 1824 
941-769-1431

Visit DarsGolfCarts.com
WE DELIVER FREE (25 MI.)

2015 CLUB CAR PRECEDENT 
$3995

Sandstone
4 passenger Golf Cart

2018 Batteries
New LED Head & Taillights

Folding Windshield
48 volt E.R.I.C. Charger 

OEM upholstery
Rear View Mirror
Low battery light
Reverse buzzer
4 drink holders

Tires, Mirror, Top
941-769-1431

Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)
Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

CLUB CAR Golf cart roof. 
Comes with aluminium 
brackets. $100  941-460-9540

CLUB CAR PRECEDENT 
$3595

RECONDITIONED
4 Passenger Golf Cart 

Tan w/Tan Top
Flip Down Rear Seat

BRAND NEW BATTERIES 
$New Yellow Jacket Cables$

Battery Meter
Factory Upholstery
Head & Taillights

Flip Down Windshield
Chrome SS wheel caps

All New Bushings
Fresh Tires, Brakes, Mirror
48 Volt Charger, STK#R8

Call: 941-769-1431
Free Delivery (25 miles)

Visit – Darsgolfcarts.com
NO TEXT PLEASE

GOLF CART BATTERIES
$429 set of Six- Six volt

Brand New Factory “BLEMS”
LIMITED QUANTITIES

US Made - Freemont, Ohio
Sold in Sets of 6 only

Maybe a scratch or scuff
Factory Warranty

Cash Only - Pick up only
 You load and unload or

 we do it $2/ battery
Core exchange required

941-769-1431
Delivery Inc. (25 Mi.)

Visit Darsgolfcarts.com

GOLF CART Sun Mountain 
3 wheel golf cart. $50  
941-979-0351
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Exercise/fitness 
INVERSION TABLE, INNOVA,
Like New,  $60  941-286-5667

PRO-FORM 945 CE ELLIPTICLE 
MACHINE used only 1 mo. like 
new $500, OBO  941-380-5542

ROWER STAMINA in-line rower. 
3 mo old. $125  941-445-4369

ROWING MACHINE new Sunny 
magnetic $180  941-474-5898

TEETER HANG UPS, INVERSION 
TABLE F-7000 EX COND  $150, 
OBO  518-796-6383

Sporting goods 
DIVE FINS, Mares Power Plana 
Brand new cond., they float,  
text  for pix $25  714-599-2137

GASOLINE STOVE, Coleman 
liquid.  Works perfect. Light 
surface rust $30  941-460-9540

KAYAKS 2-1 seat kayaks. Used 
3 times $250  630-747-9506

KIDS FLOATATION BC Inflatable
swimming aid, bnib cond, text 
for pix. $5  714-599-2137

PICKLE BALL PADDLE 
Graphite, black & white $35  
941-639-9293

TENNIS RACQUET, Wilson 
Profile, great shape  $15  
941-473-4828

TREADMILL PROFORM 
Crosswalk Sport $250, OBO  
941-628-3630

Firearms 
NOTICE: Seller Acknowledges
Compliance With All Exisiting 
Federal, State and Local Fire-
arms Regulations and Laws in 
Regards to Sale and Transfer
of Advertised Firearms.

Hunting &
fishing supplies

CHEST WADER with hanger 
$12  941-473-1693

COMPLETE RELOADING SETUP 
Dillon 550 press w/ many 
extras $500  941-380-5542

CRAB TRAPS 4 wire crab traps 
with ropes & buoys ..SOLD 
$20, OBO  941-356-4644

FLY FISHING VEST Orvis size 
L, Exc. cond, text msg for pix. 
$15, OBO  714-599-2137

HUNTER VIEW Buddy stand 
LSW-400 new in box $100  
941-429-9277

“MASTER” PADLOCK 2 1/2” 
wide,1 1/2” shackle,3/8”diam-
eter, key $6, OBO  941-624-2105

MOULTRIE 30 GALLON Tripod 
metal feeder. New, never used 
$125  941-429-9277

POLY ROPE 100’x3/8”,diamond 
braid, yellow, unused. $6, OBO  
941-624-2105

Bicycles/
tricycles 

BICYCLES TWO ladies bicycles 
both for $40  941-202-8658

Bicycles/
tricycles 

26” MOUNTAIN BIKE Nishiski 
7 speed Unisex  Revo Shift. 
NEW!  $165, OBO  941-743-2326

29 IN. 700 C Wheel with 
cassette. Nice $50  
941-460-9540

BIKE, ROSS U.S. Made classic 
10sp 26” alum wheels mint 
cond $90  941-380-6935

HIS & HERS bikes  Nice, $60/ea 
(941)763-4818 

RACING BIKE, Firenze Classic 
26” Italian 15 SP Racer $70  
941-380-6935

SCHWINN HUNTINGTON GIRLS 
26” Single Speed NICE $60  
941-268-8951

Toys/games 
BUMPER POOL TABLE  top is 
slate 38x53 in. sticks and balls 
included in excellent cond 
$250  574-583-8297

Pool/spa/
& supplies 

**SPAS & MORE**
Family owned and 

operated for 20 years!
www.spasandmoreflorida.com 
Over 40 Spas to choose 
from. We take trades! 

We Move Spas & Buy Used! 
941-625-6600

Lawn & garden 
38”  GARDEN TRACTOR 12.5 HP 
looks good - runs great $300  
941-380-4713

CUDDLE UP BY THE FIRE!
Firewood - Split, Bundled and 

ready for the firepit!
Pine, Oak, or Citrus, 

  941-468-4372

ECHO BLOWER Model PB250 
$120, OBO  941-485-0681

LAWN MOWER  Push, 40 volt 
dual blade, like New   $115
941-623-0088 Lake Suzy

PRESSURE WASHER, Troy Built, 
New pump complete $220, 
OBO  941-485-0681

PUSH MOWER Bolen 20” $125, 
OBO  941-485-0681

PUSH MOWER Honda HR216 
21” cut $120  941-485-0681

PUSH MOWER, Honda HR194  
$80, OBO  941-485-0681

RIDING MOWER L130 John 
Deere riding mower, needs 
work $200  941-429-9277

TREE CONTAINERS HD Over-
size L-4’ 48” W-40”, Deep-33” 
$100  941-624-0928

Outdoor living 
GRILL CHAR-BROIL 4 
burner gas grill $100, OBO  
941-766-9126

Outdoor living 

FIREWOOD split, 
Ready to go.  Can deliver

  941-961-0814

GRILL, G.E. 4 in 1  Panini grill, 
open grill, flat press. Exc. $20  
941-200-5718

PATIO CHAIR COVERS 4 
covers, Tan color, cost 200  
$45  941-585-8149

PROPANE PATIO HEATER 
BRAND NEW - NEVER USED 
$75  440-213-1767

TREEMENDOUS TREE, INC.
NURSERY

PROFESSIONAL
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

SERVICES AVAILABLE!
STOP IN TO SEE US 
 SATURDAY ONLY

 8AM-2PM 
6068 RUFF ST. 
NORTH PORT

OR CALL 941-426-8983
FL-6444 A

Building supplies 
ALUMINUM WINDOWS, 7 White 
plexiglass. Must see $400  
941-624-0928

CULTURED STONE 9 BOXES 
ROMANA ROCKFACE $250, 
OBO  216-973-6606

ELECTRICAL PANEL Square D
with brakers. like brand new.
never installed. $175/obo  941-
539-4178

HURRICANE BRACE Single 
Garage dr, FL code approved 
$50  941-473-1693

HURRICANE PANELS (6) Lt.wt.
plus mounting hdwre.104”X74” 
$135  310-508-8254

ROOFING NAILS 1.25” 
Chromated 36 Coil Roofing 
Nails $15  941-460-9540

Tools/machinery 
AIR TANK  Portable for 
hobbyist or for other projects. 
Exc. cond. $20  641-629-6374

CHICAGO ROTARY HAMMER 
Almost new, in case. $75  
941-505-7879

CIRCULAR SAW, ROYBI Nearly 
new in case. $75  941-505-7879

CRAFTSMAN ROTOR 
Practically new in box. Some 
bits. $75  941-505-7879

GENERATOR, 4500 WATT  
110/20 amp 220/30 amp recep-
tacles  $199  941-380-6935

INSULATED SHOVEL for 
digging near power lines $10  
941-780-3977

MOVING DOLLY Aluminum  $50  
440-213-1767

SAWS 12” MITER AND 7” TILE 
Chic Electric,Used on 2 jobs.
Lake Suzy $125  315-532-4550

WET AND DRY VAC Craftsman 
5.5 HP 16 gal $35, OBO  
941-766-9126

Office/business
equip./supplie

DESK CHAIR Heavy Duty Black 
Leather/Chrome; Hardly used 
$25  941-613-0097

Cats 
NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

Dogs 
NEWFY/GOLDENDOODLES, 

Beautiful 10 wks, 2 M, health/
shots cert . 941-786-8284

STANDARD POODLE PUP-
PIES 9 wks old, Adorable Vet
checked, $900 (941)-661-5696

NOTICE:Statute 585.195 states
that all dogs and cats sold in 
Florida must be at least eight 
weeks old, have an official 
health certificate and proper 
shots, and be free of intestinal 
and external parasites.

YES you can buy LOVE!
 Designer Shih-tzu & 

Maltie-shon (941)-830-4331

YORKIE PUPPY 15 wks old, 
Male, Small, AKC, home 
raised, 941-405-9301

Appliances 
DRYER FRIGIDAIRE good 
condition $175  941-258-8312

HEATER: VENT free gas heater, 
with ceramic log 25,000 BTU 
$100  941-496-7983

MICROWAVE, MAYTAG High 
power. Extra large.   $65, OBO  
941-883-1662

MICROWAVE, MAYTAG White 
like new $50  715-551-6890

REFRIDGERATOR KENMORE, 
Bisque, top freezer works well 
$100, OBO  847-826-0076

REFRIGERATOR   SIDE BY SIDE,
lt. bisque, Fridgidair, water &
ice, $265    (941)763-4818

STOVE  Stainless, Frigidaire 
4 burner electric with cord & 
plug.  $250  941-456-0501

STOVE,  G.E. like new with self 
cleaner, color is white $90, 
OBO  941-883-1662

WASHER & DRYER  Nice, 
White, $325.  (941)763-4818  
delivery avail.

Miscellaneous
for sale 

ACCORDION STORM SHUTTER 
will cover 25 foot opening. 
$300, OBO  941-979-6468

ALUMINUM HURRICANE 
SHUTTERS various sizes per 
panel  $5  941-628-3630

Miscellaneous
for sale 

$75.00 
PER PANEL

SLIDING
GLASS DOOR

REPAIRS 

 Wheels
 Tracks  & Locks

CALL BOB   
 941-706-6445

Affordable Maintenance
Owned and operated by 

Local Fire fighter.

AMERICAN FLAG 5’x9.5’ never 
flown-great shape-cotton 
sewn stars $30  941-445-5619

COMPRESSOR HARDLY used-
works good-12”x 7”-heavy 
duty $5  941-445-5619

CONSTRUCTION BOOTS US 
Navy SeaBee-steel toe & sides 
size 9.5 $5  941-445-5619

DVDS & VHS Tapes Many to 
choose from. Great shape. $1  
941-445-5619

FILING CABINET 2 draw metal 
file cab 26.5Dx15Wx28H $65, 
OBO  941-628-3630

FIREWOOD SEASONED 
Split Oak 1/2 Face Cord 

FREE DELIVERY $135.  
Cell 941-526-7589 or 429-6478

FIREWOOD split, 
Ready to go.  Can deliver

  941-961-0814

FLOOR MATS RAV4 07 UP 
rubber new never used $45  
941-629-6374

GENERATOR TRANSFER KIT 
Reliance 30216BRK 8000-Watts 
6 circuit $200  941-445-5619

Miscellaneous
for sale 

LADDER, five foot aluminium 
good condition  $15  
941-473-4828

MOTION/SOUND MIRROR 
46.5X29X3 Waterfall 
 $50  941-815-8029

OLD WINE CRATES Good shape 
$100  941-624-0928

PICTURE FRAMES Large 
assortment (50) $1 to $5  
941-585-8149

SOLAR 2 inch piping 250 ft 
with clamps and screws  $50, 
OBO  715-551-6890

STABILIZER JACK 16” closed, 
2000lb $20  941-815-8029

TELEPHONES AT&T 3 handset 
answering sys. cost 125 sell  
$25  941-585-8149

Free merchandise 
TELEVISION 65 inch projection 
TV Good color $0  941-697-9152

Wanted to
buy/trade 

BUYING SILVER COINS   DIMES 
THRU SILVER 
DOLLARS.   941-626-7785

SWORDS, MEDALS, Flags,
Hats, Helmets, Knives, Any-
thing Military! 941-323-9417

WANTED HOUSEHOLD, pot-
tery cameras, fishing, coins, 
toys, jewelry, watches, old sil-
verware, marbles, old signs,
etc. If it’s old, it’s sold. 414-
510-2591

Transportation 
Buick 

2017 BUICK ENCLAVE-CX
$20,000 Immaculate 38,500 
miles, full warranty, white w/
gray interior.  517-927-3313

Cadillac 
2006 CADILLAC CTS  $4,200 
Red, 70K low miles, well kept, 
very good condition. Call Jack
203-232-2574

2013 CADILLAC SRX
$11,911. LT. BLUE, NAV, 

87K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2013 CADILLAC XTS Platinum
$17,000 Metallic Blue, Exc 
Cond. 62K miles.  941-627-1865

2016 CADILLAC SRX
$21,990. WHITE, NAV, 

70K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2017 CADILLAC XT5
$29,990. BLACK, LUXURY, 

30K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR
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SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE RULES 
1. Solve the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE by fi lling in the missing letters to make the words you think best fi t the clues. Read the clue 

carefully, for you must think them out and give every word its true meaning. 

2. Check the word list given. It has all the correct answers and some you will need to eliminate. 

3. You may submit as many entries as you wish on the entry form published in SUN Newspapers.  Mechanically produced or carbon 

duplicate facsimiles of any type will be rejected. There will be 1 free entry available per household available at the Port Charlotte 

SUN offi ce at 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL. 33980. 

4. The contest is open to residents of the SUN Newspapers daily circulation area. Sun Coast Media Group employees and their 

immediate relatives are ineligible to win. Family members of SUN Newspaper carriers may enter. 

5. All entries must be received by mail at SUN Newspapers 23170 Harborview Road in Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or dropped 

off during regular business hours (8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - M-F) no later than noon the Wednesday following Sunday of the puzzle’s 

publication. SUN Newspapers will award the prize money to the player who sends in an all-correct solution. In the event of 

multiple all-correct puzzle solutions, the prize will be divided equally among the winners. If no all-correct puzzle solution is 

received, the weekly grand prize will be increased by $50 and added to the following week’s SUN CASH PUZZLE PRIZE. 

6. There is only one (1) correct solution and only the correct answer can win. The decision of the judges is fi nal, and all contestants 

agree to abide by the judges’ decision. As a condition of entry, all entries become the property of Sun Coast Media Group. Only 

one prize will be awarded to a family unit. 

7. The SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE and clues will be published every Sunday in SUN Newspapers. The winner and answers will be 

published in the following Friday’s SUN Newspapers. Every entry will be checked. No claiming is necessary. 

8. SUN Newspapers reserves the right to correct any typographical errors, which may appear during the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE 

game. Erasures, cross-outs and strike-throughs will void any entry.

9. SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE clues may be abbreviated and such words as AN, THE & A omitted. 

10. In fairness to all, SUN Newspapers’ staff cannot answer questions in person, or respond to phone calls, emails or letters regarding 

the SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE. 

11. When you have completed your SUN CASH PRIZE PUZZLE, mail it to the address listed: SUN Newspapers, ATTN: Prize Puzzle, 

23170 Harbor View Road, Charlotte Harbor, FL, 33980 or drop it off at the customer service desk at the same address.

RETURN WEDNESDAY BY NOON FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

CURRENT JACKPOT: $1600
LOOK FOR PUZZLE ANSWERS IN NEXT FRIDAY’S SUN NEWSPAPERS

Think you know crossword puzzles? PROVE IT!

  UN CA  HPRIZE 
PUZZLE

Cadillac 
  

2016-2018 Cadillac’s-all  
models

50 off Factory lease weekly
2017 XT5 from $24k

Welcome to our Indoor Live 
Auction Studios Tuesday & 
Thursday’s 9 am by appt.
Save 40% off new, plus no 

dealer fees. New list 
available weekly We email 

photos & prices 
Call Justin 941 350-7544 or 

Peggy 941 284-9617
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers LLC
1041 US 41 Bypass S, Venice

2012 CADILLAC CTS
Luxury, Mint! 6 mo warranty, 
Leather, Like New! SHARP!

 Harborautosales.com  
941-883-6088

Chevy 
2013 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$13,990. WHITE,  
63K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 CHEVY CORVETTE
$43,990. RED,  

15K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

     

2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

 5% Over Dealer Cost-$ave
NO Dealer fees!

25 Available weekly
Off Factory Lease

Low miles, Fact. warr.
From $17,800

Fin $0 down W.A.C
By appt please

Factory Off Lease 
Auto Brokers

Venice Isle Plaza
1041 US 41 Bypass S

Call Justin 941 350-7544
or Peggy 941 284-9617

2008 CHEVY CORVETTE  
LS3/430HP, 6 spd auto/pad-
dle shifters. Red/Tan, 45,700 

miles, exc cond.  $20,500 
941-286-6519

Chrysler 
2011 CHRYSLER 300M

$15,990. SILVER,  
26K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2017 CHRYSLER 300 Limited  
$23,900,  Velvet, 6K, Panoram-
ic Roof, Leather. 843-372-8989

Dodge 
2017 DODGE CARAVAN 

$15,990. GRAY, SXT,
62K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Ford 
2014 FORD ESCAPE

$15,990. WHITE,  
35K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 FORD ESCAPE
$19,990. WHITE, TITANIUM, 
22K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

NEED TO PLACE A
CLASSIFIED AD?

FREE MERCHANDISE ADS! 

WELCOME TO OUR 
WEBSITE! 

To Place a FREE 
Merchandise Ad 

please go to: 
yoursun.com/classifieds
and click “Place an Ad”
New users will need to 

register with their email 
address & create 

a password
 

 FREE ads are for 
Merchandise UNDER $500,

The ad must be placed 
online by you. 

One item per ad.
Ad must be 3 lines or less 

and the price must 
appear in the ad. Pets, 
firearms and firearm 

accessories are excluded 
from this offer.

Your ad will appear online 
for 7 days and will show in 
print Wednesday through 

Sunday.  LIMIT 5 FREE 
ADS PER WEEK

Enter Your Classified Ad
    24 Hours a Day, 

7 Days a Week.

2011 FORD MUSTANG Sporty, 
Gun Metal Gray, Like New, 

Mint! 6 mo warr., 
 Harborautosales.com  

941-883-6088

Jeep 
2017 JEEP WRANGLER

$25,990. BLACK, SPORT,
6,505 MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Lincoln 
2014 LINCOLN MKZHY

$13,990. BLACK, HYBRID, 
70K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Mercury 
1999 MERCURY GRAND-

MARQUIS $2,900 Immaculate 
shape, 125K, new tires, cold 

air.  941-661-5157

Audi 
2018 AUDI Q7

$42,990. WHITE, NAV. AWD,
24K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

BMW
2004 BMW 645CI

$9,990. BLACK, CONV.,  
57K MI.   855-280-4707 DLR

Honda 
2014 HONDA CRV
 $14,990. RED, EX, 

58K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2016 HONDA CIVIC
 $16,990. WHITE,  

11K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 HONDA CROSSTOUR
 $19,990. WHITE, EXL, 

36K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Hyundai 
2008 HYUNDAI SANTA-FE
$4,300 Limited, 82,000 miles, 
runs good.  941-421-9294

2007 HYUNDAI SONATA
 $5,990. WHITE, NAV, 

139K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

HYUNDAI SONATA, Ltd, Leath-
er, Moon Roof, Mint, Low 

miles, 2 to choose from. 6 mo 
warr. Harborautosales.com  

941-883-6088

   

2016-2018 Hyundai All 
Models

100 off Factory Lease Weekly
Welcome to our indoor “Live” 

Auto Auction Studios’s
By appt. Tuesday & Thursday 
9 am $ave 40% off new- No 
dealer fees. New list weekly 

We email photos, prices, 
payments

Call Justin 941 350-7544 or 
Peggy 941 284-9617

Factory Off Lease Auto 
Brokers LLC

1041 US 41 Bypass S, Venice

Infiniti 
2013 INFINITI JX35

 $13,990. WHITE, NAV, 
85K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2015 INFINITI QX60
 $21,990. WHITE, NAV, AWD,
59K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

Jaguar 

2004 JAGUAR XJ8  $5,900   
Garage kept, 98k mi, Sr. owned  
All maint. records.  Red w/ tan 
interior 941-445-1578

1997 JAGUAR XK8  $7,500, 
Convertible, Pristine Condi-

tion, Luxury Sports Car, 
941-268-3754

Kia 
2017 KIA SORENTO

$14,990. BLUE,
61K MI.  855-280-4707 DLR

2019 KIA SOUL PLUS   Asking 
$18,000.   All Options. Perfect
Condition! 941-979-7951

Lexus 
2010 LEXUS ES-350

$9,990. SILVER,   
101K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2008 LEXUS ES-350
$10,990. WHITE,   

85K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2006 LEXUS GX-470
$11,990. BLUE, NAV,  

165K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2012 LEXUS ES-350
$14,990. BLACK, NAV,   

74K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2011 LEXUS ES-350
$14,990. SILVER,   

32K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2011 LEXUS RX-350
$16,990. SATIN, NAV, 

70K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2010 LEXUS RX-350
$16,990. BEIGE, 

50K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2013 LEXUS ES-350
$18,911. BLACK,    

32K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2014 LEXUS ES-350
$19,990. SILVER, NAV, CERT,    

49K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2014 LEXUS ES-350
$21,990.     

  855-280-4707 DLR

2014 LEXUS ES-300H
$22,990. WHITE, NAV,  

42K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2013 LEXUS RX-350
$22,990. WHITE, CERT, 

63K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2015 LEXUS RX-350
$25,990. SATIN, 

40K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

   

2016-2018 Lexus All models
50 off Factory Lease weekly

Welcome to our indoor “Live” 
Auto Auction Studios

Tuesday & Thursday by appt. 
9 am 40 % off new-No dealer 
fees $AVE New list weekly.  
We email photos, prices, 

payments
Call Justin 941 350-7544 or 

Peggy 941 284-9617
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers
1041 US 41 Bypass S

Venice FL. 34285
www.shopofflease.com

YYou Saou Saveve
Big BucBig Bucksks
ShoppingShopping

Classifieds!Classifieds!
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Welcome to the home 
of award-winning 

senior living in Venice, 
Florida. Aston Gardens 
At Pelican Pointe is in 

the heart of Venice just 
minutes from the best 

shopping, entertainment 
and medical facilities. 
Rich in local culture 

and appreciated for its 
world-class amenities, 
Venice is an amazing 
city to enjoy in your 

retirement years. 
Offering Independent 
Living, Assisted Living 
and Memory Care, our 
secured dementia and 

Alzheimer’s community, 
Aston Gardens At 

Pelican Pointe offers the 
best value in affordable, 
carefree, senior living. 

Everything we do is 
focused on providing you 

the very best in senior 
living. It’s all right here!

By Discovery Senior Living

At Pelican Pointe

For Job Details:

CURRENT OPENINGS
at our Venice Location

1000 Aston Gardens Drive
Venice, FL 34292 

941-240-1010

Assisted Living Facility License AL#10612

APPLY IN PERSON

www.astongardens.com/senior-living/fl /venice/aston-gardens-at-pelican-pointe/career-center

Security
Cooks

Dishwashers
Housekeeping

Servers
Drivers – CDL

ad
no

=
37

34
36

2-
1

Call Our Recruitment Team at
941-429-3110 or 866-463-1638

ad
no

=
37

34
36

3-
1

Lexus 

   

2016-2018 Lexus All models
50 off Factory Lease weekly

Welcome to our indoor “Live” 
Auto Auction Studios

Tuesday & Thursday by appt. 
9 am 40 % off new-No dealer 
fees $AVE New list weekly.  
We email photos, prices, 

payments
Call Justin 941 350-7544 or 

Peggy 941 284-9617
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers
1041 US 41 Bypass S

Venice FL. 34285
www.shopofflease.com

  

2016 Lexus ES 350
 15 Weekly off Factory lease

Save at 40% off new
All models-Colors-Features

New Services for 2020:
We email photos, prices or

home visits available by 
appt. Call Justin 941 350-7544 

or Peggy 941 284-9617
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers
www.shopofflease.com

Mazda 
2017 MAZDA MX5-MIA

$24,990. RED, GRD. TOUR,
24K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2016 MAZDA CX5
$31,911. RED,

19K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Mercedes 
2012 MERCEDES E-350W 

$14,990. BLUE, NAV, 
60K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2014 MERCEDES E-350C 
$19,990. WHITE, NAV, 

42K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2016 MERCEDES CLS-500 
$31,911. WHITE, NAV, 

45K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Sports cars 
2003 PORSCHE BOXSTER 
$12,990. BLACK, CONV., 

129K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Subaru 
2017 SUBARU OUTBACK

$18,911. WHITE, TOURING,
80K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Subaru 
2016 SUBARU FORESTER 

$22,900. WHITE, XT TOUR,
30K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

2018 SUBARU WRX
$33,990. WHITE, 

12K MI 855-280-4707 DLR

Toyota 
2006 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

$8,990. WHITE, LTD,
153K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2012 TOYOTA PRIUS V
$9,990. WHITE, 

144K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2010 TOYOTA AVALON
$9,990. WHITE, LTD,

95K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2007 TOYOTA RAV-4
$10,990. WHITE, LTD, AWD,
55K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2008 TOYOTA CAMRY
$11,990. WHITE, SLE CONV.,
59K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

2013 TOYOTA RAV-4
$16,990. SILVER, XLE,

25K MI. 855-280-4707 DLR

   

2017-2018 Toyota’s 
All models

100 Off Lease weekly-$ave
Welcome to our indoor live 

Auto Auction Studios
By appt. Tuesday & Thursday 
9 am. $ave 40% off new-No 
dealer fees New list week-
ly-We email photos, colors,
options,prices, payments
Call Justin 941 350-7544 or 

Peggy 941 284-9617
Factory Off Lease Auto 

Brokers LLC
1041 US 41 Bypass S, Venice

Volkswagen 

     

2017 VW Jetta’s
One price delivered
Tax & Title included

$1,600 down, Low balance 
$11,900

10 Available weekly
$195 mo- WAC

Call for details, appt
Factory 

Off Lease Auto Brokers 
1041 US 41 Bypass S, Venice 
FL.      Justin  941 350-7544

Antiques/
collectibles 

1979 TRIUMPH TR7  $6,900 
Convertible, 2.0 4cyl, 5spd,
New top, interior, Just 79k mi,   
518-577-3177 Venice

SAVE THIS DATE
SATURDAY

2/8/20   9AM-1PM
 

Sun Newspapers OPEN 
HOUSE & MID-WINTER 

COLLECTOR CAR SHOW

Hosted By:
Sun Newspapers

23170 Harborview Rd
Charlotte Harbor P.C.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED
ADMISSION & PARKING 

ARE FREE!
20 Trophies will be Awarded, 

1 Over 4’ High.
FREE Coffee, Donuts, 

Orange Juice to Antique 
Car Owners 

Starting 9:00AM

TOURS OF THE PAPER OF-
FICE AND PLANT! 10:00AM-

NOON
See How the Best 

Community Newspaper in 
the Country Operates!

DJ  Tom`s Traveling Tunes 
Playing at 10AM

See Dr. Robin Jenkins DVM 
of Peace River Wildlife Or-

ganization & Rescued Birds.   

Vikie Potts

Tasty Food and  
Beverages are Available.

Look over 2019 Autos!
OPEN ONLY TO

NON-MODIFIED  AND 
Reproduction  Cars/Trucks/

Motorcycles at Least 24 
Years Old.

NO REGISTRATION FEE!
Owners that will Exhibit at 

this Fun Event Must RSVP to 
the Vintage

Motor Car Club of 
America SWFL Region with 
Lee Royston 941-626-9359
Regretfully, Space Allows 

For Only 100 Vehicles. 
CALL NOW!
Other Info, 

Lee Royston 941-626-9359
PUBLIC WELCOME FREE!

Autos wanted 
We BUY CARS & TRUCKS  

RUNNING OR NOT!
$400 CASH + UP

Frank 941-249-7522

BEST $$ For JUNKERS
24/7, Fast Pickup, Cash Paid 
Since 2004.  Jim 941-286-3122

Autos wanted 

HARBOR AUTO SALES
941-883-6088

WE BUY CARS, 
TRUCKS, & SUVS

WE BUY &
 PICK UP JUNK CARS 

941-661-1928

Auto parts/
accessories 

HONDA FIT BUMPER CORE For 
2013 Fit $40  941-916-2423

ROOF RACK Mercedes ML350 
Crossrails Locking $150  
813-767-4821

MICHELIN TIRE 225/60/R16 
good shape and lots of tread 
$38  941-624-0928

FLOOR MATS For RAV 07 up  
Rubber, new, never used $45  
641-629-6374

205R/14 MICHELIN R/V Truck 
tires mounted spares- never 
used $90  941-380-6935

Vans 
CHRYSLER Town & Country 

$9,900 4 to choose from
Stow-n-Go, Loaded, 6 mo. 

warr. Harborautosales.com  
941-883-6088

2016 DODGE Grand Caravan
Wheelchair Van, 10” lowered 
floor & ramp.  941-870-4325

Trucks/pick-Ups 
2014 FORD F-150 XL $13,500
8’ Bed w/tool box. Exc, Clean
Cond., 130K.   941-624-4204

Boats-powered 

34’ 2005 MAINSHIP PILOT 
RUM-RUNNER II, 370 Diesel, 
5KW Gen, Bow Thruster, GPS
Plotter, Auto Pilot, Exc. Cond.  
$125,000. 941-621-4721

18’ 2006 KEY LARGO C/C, 90HP 
Yamaha, good condition.
$7,500  505-690-9606

Misc. boats 
8.5’ WEST M. PRU3   inflatible 
w/oars, pump & retractable 
wheels $450  941-979-2850

Outboard/
marine engines 

EVINRUDE BOAT MOTOR 6 hp, 
4 Stroke, Good Condition $499  
941-426-2323

Marine supply
& equip. 

GARMIN GPS 76CX Like new. 
Includes mounting bracket. 
$100  440-799-3068

BOAT LIFT SWITCHES Up/
Down with Cords (pair) $65  
941-676-2019

Trailer
& accessories 

UTILITY TRAILER 5`X7`. Great
Condition! $425  941-468-0452

BOAT TRAILER  Galvanized,
Nice condition $800  
941-979-2850

“120” TRAILERS
Cargo  Enclosed  

Dump Utility  Equipment 
Skid Steer. Parts-Service

Trades welcome. 
Financing Available. 

We Buy Trailers, Cars 
& Trucks.

Roy’s Trailer Country
2851 Taylor Rd., P.G.

941-575-2214

Cycles/mopeds/
scooters 

49CC BIG BORE KIT  
 $35  941-766-0969

HARLEY DAVIDSON 2015 
SOFTAIL Slim- 2100 miles 103 
ci 6 Speed, Desert Sand, As 
New. $11,500  941-408-9512

2002 HARLEY SPORTSTER 883 
Low Miles, Garaged, Chrome, 
New Tires! $4,000 941-276-0029

1995 KAWASAKI 1200, gray, 
runs good, maintenance re-
cords.  $2,500  941-763-2847

Motorcycle access. 
LEATHER MOTORCYCLE 
JACKET 2XLT First jacket like 
new cond $75  941-661-0054

CHOPPER HELMET WITH 
HORNS AND MANE unique 1 of 
a kind $125, OBO  941-380-5542

Motor homes/RVs 
WANTED - All Motor Homes, 

TT’s, 5th wheels, & Diesel 
trucks.  Cash paid on the spot 

for quick sale. 
Any Condition! Low or High 

Value.   954-595-0093

WANT TO BUY Motor Home, 
Travel Trailer or 5th Wheel. 

Any condition. Will Pay Cash. 
Call Andy 941-855-0299

RV’S WANTED NOW
Cash, Trade or 
Consignment.

Call Mark Santangelo
(941) 304-4103

ROADTREK
America’s favorite van 

camper! All must be sold! 
$AVE BIG

GERZENYS RV WORLD
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1977

2110 US 41 – Nokomis
(941) 304-4103

www.gerzenysrvworld.com

I BUY TRAVEL TRAILERS, 
5th Wheels, Motor Homes & 
Trucks. I Come to You! Call 

Dave Anytime. 813-713-3217

2019 MODEL CLEARANCE
MOTOR HOMES
VAN CAMPERS
5TH WHEELS

TRAVEL TRAILERS
SERVICE*PARTS

*BODY SHOP
GERZENYS RV WORLD

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1977
2110 US 41 – Nokomis

(941) 304-4866
www.gerzenysrvworld.com

2001 SAFARI New Roof, 6 New 
Tires, Cat Engine, + Many Up-
grades! $25,000  941-380-7828
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