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The Opening Line Comments from SFgn’s
online outlets 

Compiled by John McDonald

MORe MeTeReD pARKing SURFACeS 
in WiLTOn MAnORS

Robert e Knox –
We in the LGBT 
community have lived 
with the [threat] of violence 

SeCURiTY COSTS hAVe 
pRiDe CenTeR ReThinKing 

WiCKeD MAnORS

LOg CABin RepUBLiCAnS AD LinKS 
hiLLARY TO ShARiA LAW

Mons Floen –
Why is it on a Monday? 

Have it on Saturday. 
It’s a weekend holiday 

party.

Photos: Facebook, Twitter.

Martin King –
Shame on them......however, not surprised......the ad was paid for by “Florida” 
they could have donated the money to the victims of Orlando.......if the Broward 
County Log Cabin leaders had a “soul.”

Stephen Devine –
Wow, racist xenophobic queer republicans... So not shocking.

Joel S. Slotnick –
One of the biggest complaints and unresolved issues in Wilton 
Manors is parking. A LONG TERM solution is a parking garage. 
Why do most everybody act like it’s a non-issue? Don’t complain 
when people start choosing to go elsewhere (that time will come) 
and try to blame the patrons’ lack of support when all the city 
management and officials do is make excuses.

phil Lauderdale –
Oakland Park looking better and better.

our other publicAtions
Get yours, on racks now!
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themirrormag.comthemirrormag.com
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GUIDE TO THE DRIVE  1
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Your Complete Guide to What’s Hot in
Wilton Manors, Fort Lauderdale & Beyond...

2016-2017
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Kevin J. Clevenger –
A parking garage at Hagen Park would alleviate so much of the parking issues in Wilton 
Manors. They have the space.

Sumner peirce –
If only the Cabiners would just spontaneously combust.

gary gobin –
That’s right Wilton Manors. 
Let’s kill anything that is 
becoming popular in the 

Associated Press

M E M B E R

M E M B E R

M E M B E R

M E M B E R

SFGN Winner of
& 3 Florida Press Club Awards

And runner-up for

NLGJA Journalist of the Year

Byron Scott Jones –
Paid customer parking is often a bad idea, especially if competing shops don’t have it.

and potential deaths from gay bashing 
for generations and now people want 
to hide because of security costs? 
Basically you are allowing yourselves to 
be bashed back into the closets, giving 
into terrorism and putting us all at risk 
because some cheap and cowardly 
queens are proving that violence will 
stop us from living out loud and proud.

city. It’s what we do well. Though I 
think Wilton Manors also kills things 
with drama and conspiracy! There are 
ways to fund this. I call on the bars to 
chip in on the cost! They benefit too!
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General & Cosmetic Dentistry

www.IslandCitySmiles.com

954-565-7666

Always Plenty of Free Parking•Located Conveniently on Wilton

Dr. David K. Warner, DDS, FAGD
Fellow, Academy of General Dentistry

New, State of the Art Facilities•Most Insurances Accepted

Your smile
should leave
a great

impression!

Comprehensive
Exam,

Digital X-Rays &
Cleaning*

*In the absense of gum disease. Not applicable to insurance benefits.

$69
New Patients

Celebrating our
7th Year on
Wilton Drive!

($295 Value)

1946 Wilton Drive •Wilton Manors • FL 33305

Our 13th Annual cruise will sail roundtrip 
from San Juan and visit St Croix, St 
Maarten, Dominica, Barbados & Grenada.  
� is cruise attracts 250 - 300 men from all 

over the country

Take advantage of this amazing promotion:

Place your reservation for a window or balcony before 
September 30, 2016 and pay half price for the second 
passenger. In addition both people will receive your 
choice of complimentary beverage package (includes 
alcohol, soda & gourmet co� ees) or $150.00 per 

person shipboard credit.

Our low group rates are guaranteed. Please note that should the cost of fuel increase substantially, a surcharge could be added by the cruise line.

954-566-3377  |   www.cruisedesignstravel.com
paul@cruisedesignst ravel .com

Paul B. Stalbaum    •    Cruise Designs Travel
FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

POZ CRUISE
November 4- 11, 

2017
Celebrity Summit
Rates begin at $649.00 per person

Julian's Reverse Quinceanera
5th Anniversary Show!!
Saturday, October 1st. 

 Door Open at 6:00 PM 

Benefiting
:

We're Going Back
To Mexico!!

Tables & Tickets on sale now at
www.juliansrq.com

954-594-3473

This Years
Contestants:

GYM

The Armory
400 Southwest 24th Street

(State Road 84)
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Show starts promptly at 7:00 PM

General Admission Tickets $65
VIP Tables Seat 10 $1,200
VIP High Tops seat 4 $500
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CeASAR LOSeS BiD FOR CLeRK OF The COURTS 

Mitch Ceasar has returned the Broward 
Democratic Party, party officials confirmed 
Thursday.

Ceasar, a longtime Democratic Party boss, finished 
second in the party’s primary election for Clerk of the 
Courts, collecting 34,966 votes (30 percent.)

Brenda Forman won the election with 50,866 votes 
(44 percent) with public defender Elizabeth McHugh 
finishing in third place with 30,334 votes (26 percent). 
Forman is the wife of current Broward Clerk of the 
Courts, Howard C. Forman.

“I’m looking forward to a new chapter of my career,” 

Ceasar told SFGN on Wednesday evening as he attended 
a reception for U.S. Senator Bill Nelson in Plantation.

A practicing attorney in Broward County for more 
than 36 years, Ceasar’s return to the Democratic Party’s 
apparatus was welcomed.

“We have regained a passionate voice for democratic 
ideals, and I look forward to working with Mitch in 
the coming months,” said Broward Democratic Party 
interim chair Cynthia Busch, in a news release.

SFGN chose Ceasar as one of this year’s Top 25 
Straight Allies. It is unclear what his new role with the 
Broward Dems will be. 

Ey E s  o n  t h E  ho m E f r o n t
Local LGBT news right here, right now

ShARiA LAW? 

A new ad by the Log Cabin 
Republicans attacks Hillary 
Clinton claiming she will 

do nothing for LGBT Americans.
“Hillary will throw LGBTs under 

the bus, along with Jews, to curry 
favor with Muslims and kowtow 
to immigrants who uphold 
Sharia law, which condemns 
gays to death, denies equal rights 
to women and suppresses our 
freedoms of religion and speech.” 
reads one line in the ad, which ran 
in last week’s issue of the Florida 
Agenda.

Andy Eddy, a member of 
the Broward County Log Cabin 
Republican Club, said the ad 
was approved by a committee. 
Futhermore, Eddy defended the 
positions expressed.

“All you have to do is go online 
and see the hangings of gays and 

gays being pushed off buildings,” 
Eddy said. “Try going to Saudi 
Arabia with a copy of the South 
Florida Gay News in your hand 
and see how far you get.”

James Basmajian, Vice President 
of the Dolphin Democrats, said 
the Log Cabin ad is misleading.

“She will not throw us under 
the bus,” Basmajian said. “This 
is all about Muslim race baiting. 
Hillary’s record on LGBT issues 
is spotless. She has always been 
a strong supporter of Israel and 
Jewish Americans.”

The ad also claims Clinton 
will raise taxes on the middle 
class, open America’s borders 
to unskilled immigrants, defend 
late-term and partial-birth 
abortions, appoint Supreme 
Court justices that will undermine 
the Second Amendment, cripple 
law enforcement, push for 
trade giveaways and expand 
ObamaCare.

“All they are trying to do is 
divide people,” Basmajian said. 
“This Log Cabin ad reflects the 
mean spirited and divisive tone of 
Donald Trump’s campaign.” 

Yup local Log Cabin Republicans went there 
in print ad attacking Hillary 

gAY FORT LAUDeRDALe ChAMBeR 
ReCeiVeS gRAnT

TThe Greater Fort Lauderdale Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce was awarded a $5,000 
grant at this year’s National Gay & Lesbian 

Chamber of Commerce’s Business & Leadership 
Conference.

The 2016 Conference was held in Palm 
Springs, California last week and Keith Blackburn 
represented the Greater Fort Lauderdale Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. 

“The annual conference provides a wealth 
of information and is extremely useful to the 
management and growth of our chamber,” said 
Blackburn, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the GFLGLCC. “This year, we had about 18 members 
who attended the conference. For them, the focus 
was on building their business, networking, 

educational and matchmaker meetings with major 
corporations seeking business with LGBT business.”

Funded by Wells Fargo Foundation, the grant, 
Blackburn said, will be used to fully launch the 
chamber’s “Business Connect” program. 

“This program aims to make tangible connections 
between members who share similar and 
complementary interests and needs,” Blackburn 
said.

Fort Lauderdale Marriott Harbor Beach Resort 
and Spa hosted last year’s NGLCC’s Business 
and Leadership Conference which featured a 
presentation by financial advisor and author 
Suze Orman and CNN newsman Richard Quest. 
Blackburn said there are currently 52 NGLCC 
affiliate members. 

nEWs local By John mcDonald

Up next for the GfLGLCC is a quarterly networking luncheon, sept. 13, hosted 
by the B ocean resort in fort Lauderdale Beach. for more information, visit 

gogayfortlauderdale.com

Photo: Facebook.

Mitch Ceasar.
Photo: John McDonald.
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Fort Lauderdale’s Galleria Mall was 
built over 60 years ago in 1954. To 
keep it going for another 60 years and 

beyond, developers want to make major 
residential and retail additions to the 35-
acre mall.

If approved by Fort Lauderdale 
commissioners, it’s a project that will take 
7 to 10 years and cost about $750 million. 
Project Spokesperson Ashley Walker said 
developers want to get the “maximum 
use” out of the mall. They also want “long-
term viability” because the changing face 
of retail has made it harder and harder for 
large shopping malls to stay in business. 
The project could go before commissioners 
in November.

Developers have proposed adding 
eight acres of green space, a YMCA-style 
community center, community gardens, 
1,250 units in seven residential buildings, 
retail and restaurant space. One of the 
residential buildings will be on the empty 
lot next to the GALLERYone hotel.  Along 
with the jobs created from construction 
and the additional retail and restaurant 
space, a program manager will also be hired 
to oversee events and activities.

Developers have also promised $30 
million in improvements to the surrounding 
area. That includes adding pocket parks, 
road and sidewalk improvements, a 
diversion of water discharge from the 
Intracoastal and a lift station to take some 
of the demand off the one south of Sunrise 
Boulevard. A new crosswalk near Starbucks 
will also be added. The water that would 
have been diverted to the Intracoastal will 
be used for the Galleria’s landscaping.

Walker said developers want to create a 
“pedestrian experience across the entire 
Sunrise Boulevard side of the mall by 

adding more shade trees and removing the 
parking on that side. 

To create that green space, structures 
will be built over the seven acres of surface 
parking. The green space will be on top 
but the parking spaces will remain below. 
Another acre of green space will be on the 
roof of one of the residential buildings.

“You have so much green that’s going to 
be added,” said Walker.

One of the residential buildings will be 
exclusively for individuals who are 55 and 
older. The residential buildings will also be 
connected directly to the mall. Residents 
will be able to enter the Galleria without 
leaving their building.

A façade improvement will take place 
regardless of whether or not the city 
approves the redevelopment plans. Walker 
said the idea is to make the outside of the 
mall more attractive and inviting.

Walker said developers have spent over 
18 months and 80 community meetings 
refining their plans in response to what 
the public wants. Previously, a hotel was 
proposed but that idea was changed to 
residential units instead. The height of the 
proposed hotel building was also reduced.

Commissioner Dean Trantalis has been 
critical of the mall and the project in the 
past but is now more hopeful. “The project 
is not static. It continues to change. Are we 
there yet? No. But I think that the developer 
is working in the right direction. The 
possibilities are there.”

John Weaver, president of the Central 
Beach Alliance, said he’s still reserving 
judgement on the project. His organization 
had meetings with developers before they 
changed their plans and he’d like to meet 
again to discuss the changes. “If they’re going 
to ask a lot, the need to give back a lot.” 

$750 MiLLiOn ReDeVeLOpMenT 
pROpOSeD FOR gALLeRiA MALL

Michael d’Oliveira

nEWs local

Project includes 8 acres of  green space, community 
center, community gardens, and more

Submitted photo.
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For his newest campaign chief, 
Republican Presidential Nominee 
Donald Trump picked someone 

who referred to women’s college 
graduates as a “bunch of dykes.”

Executive Chairman of Breitbart 
News Stephen K. Bannon will head 
the campaign — but his anti-lesbian 
comments may haunt him.

In a 2011 radio interview, Bannon 
argued that women on the left 
contributed to a “narrative that is all 
about victimhood,” BuzzFeed reported.

He also commended Michele 
Bachmann, Ann Coulter and Sarah Palin, 
drawing comparisons with other women 
that led to his offensive comment.

“These women cut to the heart of the 
progressive narrative,” he said of the 
aforementioned women. “That’s why 
there are some unintended consequences 
of the women’s liberation movement … 
that, in fact, the women that would lead 
this country would be pro-family, they 
would have husbands, they would love 
their children.”

Here’s where the slur comes in: “They 
wouldn’t be a bunch of dykes that came 
from the Seven Sisters schools up in New 
England. That drives the left insane and 
that’s why they hate these women.”

The Seven Sisters schools he referred 
to were the historic women’s colleges: 
Barnard College, Smith College, Vassar 
College, Bryn Mawr College, Mount 
Holyoke College, Wellesley College and 
Radcliffe College.

Pink News reports Democrats have 
already pointed out their concerns 
with Breitbart, the right-wing website 
that Bannon works for as the executive 
chairman.

One headline published to the site read: 
“The Solution to Online ‘Harassment’ is 
Simple: Women Should Log Off.”

“Time for some honesty,” the article 
begins. “Women are — and you won’t 
hear this anywhere else — screwing 
up the internet for men by invading 
every space we have online and ruining 
it with attention-seeking and a needy, 
demanding, touchy-feely form of 
modern feminism that quickly comes 
into conflict with men’s natural tendency 
to be boisterous, confrontational and 
delightfully autistic.”

Another headline, under the leadership 
of Bannon, read: “Trannies Whine About 
Hilarious Bruce Jenner Billboard.”

Democratic National Convention 
spokesperson TJ Helmstetter spoke out 
against the campaign chief choice and 
recommended that Trump disavow the 
slurs, according to Pink News.

“It shocks the conscience that a major 
party nominee in the 21st century would 
stand by someone who uses hate speech 
directed at gay men and women,” he said. 
“Trump’s divisive rhetoric and embrace of 
individuals who condone discrimination 
– like his running mate who is one of the 
most anti-LGBT governors in the country 
– show he is unfit to be president of the 
United States.” 

TRUMp’S CAMpAign ChieF CLAiMeD WOMen’S 
COLLege gRADS ARe A 'BUnCh OF DYKeS'
Brittany Ferrendi

nEWs national

Stephen K. Bannon. Credit: CNN.
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Craig Jungwirth has been arrested by 
the FBI – that should be a relief to many, 
especially people in Wilton Manors. After 
a week of what appeared to be a never-
ending saga Jungwirth, the man accused 
of making online threats against the LGBT 
community this week, is finally behind bars 
and charged with a federal 
crime.

“This has been a 
collaborative and intense 
investigation which utilized 
the US Attorney’s Office, 
Secret Service, FBI, Orlando 
JTTF, Ft. Lauderdale PD and 
WMPD,” said Wilton Manors 
Police Chief Paul O’Connell. 
“The team worked endlessly 
throughout the week to 
piece together probable 
cause for the arrest of the 
subject. Now we let the 
criminal justice system take 
its course.”

Jungwirth, 50, is accused of violating a 
law of interstate commerce that prohibits 
sending “any communication containing 
any threat to kidnap any person or any 
threat to injure the person of another.”

About a week ago someone using a 
Facebook profile with the name Craig 
Jungwirth sent these messages online:

“My events are selling out cause you 
faggots are total patsies. None of you 
deserve to live. If you losers thought the 
Pulse nightclub shooting was bad, wait till 

you see what I’m planning for Labor Day,” 
one message read.

Another: “I’m gonna be killing you fags 
faster than cops kill niggers. It’s time to 
clean up Wilton Manors from all you AIDS 
infested losers.”

Those are just a couple of the threatening 
messages that were sent from 
a profile with the name Craig 
Jungwirth. The messages 
quickly went viral alarming 
the LGBT community. Multiple 
people contacted local police 
departments as well as the FBI.

It’s unclear what prompted 
the exchange, but Jungwirth 
has a history of harassing 
people and has been accused of 
stalking in the past.

According to a report from 
the FBI on Aug. 30 the Miami 
FBI division was contacted by 
local law enforcement, other 
FBI offices, and members of 

the public concerned about the online 
threats. On Aug. 31 FBI spoke to Jungwirth 
in Orlando where he denied making any 
threats. But the FBI subpoenaed Facebook 
in order to verify Jungwirth did in fact own 
the Facebook profile in question. 

Now Jungwirth is being held in Seminole 
County Jail, and was supposed to make his 
first appearance in federal court in Orlando 
on Tuesday, but it was cancelled after 
Jungwirth complained of chest pains and 
requested to go to the hospital. 

CRAig JUngWiTh BehinD BARS 
Man accused of  threatening a Labor Day 

attack faces Federal charge 
Jason Parsley

fEatUrE crime

It’s unclear 
what prompted 
the exchanGe, 
but JunGwIrth 
has a hIstory 
of harassInG 

people and has 
been accused of 
stalkInG In the 

past.

Courtesy of Seminole Sheriff Office.
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A week after he set off a South Florida 
firestorm by allegedly threatening 
to massacre gays in a ‘Pulse-like’ 

attack on a Wilton Manors nightclub,  Craig 
Jungwirth is under arrest, this time for 
some very serious charges.

The FBI has speedily accused Jungwirth 
of making online terrorist threats, a federal 
crime.

Jungwirth’s hearing in 
Orlando’s U.S. District Court 
on Tuesday was cancelled 
when he requested to go to 
the hospital complaing of 
chest pains. A federal judge 
was to decide if he is even 
entitled to a bond. For a host 
of reasons, he may not be. 

Here is why.
First, at his initial 

hearing, federal prosecutors 
have a right to detain 
him automatically for 72 
hours, while they amass 
information showing he is 
a flight risk or danger to the 
community. 

Both arguments can be 
validated. Along with the lethal potential 
of his present threats, Jungwirth has a 
sordid past of placing others in fear of their 
own safety. It has led to judicially ordered 
restraining orders against him by three 
different judges in three different states, all 
in recent years.

Additionally, his residential history is 
sketchy at best. He has been evicted from 
apartments in Broward, and in Orlando he 
lied to the court about his address, listing 

as his home a self-storage warehouse. 
Then he provided the State of Florida with 
a Walnut Creek, California address on a 
corporate filing. That’s not good if you are 
trying to provide a judge with a reliable 
address. If you are out on bond, courts 
want to know where you are.

Secondly, compounding his criminal 
legal problems, Jungwirth 
has two pending criminal 
charges against him in 
Broward. 

While already out on bond 
for a charge of defrauding 
an innkeeper, Jungwirth 
was subsequently arrested 
and charged for criminal 
mischief. 

Last week, businessman 
Nick Berry, the victim in 
both cases, notified the 
state attorney, Mike Satz of 
a second case. Satz’s office 
had been unaware of the 
same. Their bad. 

When you are out on 
bond, and get arrested on 
a new charge, the court, 

on its own, or upon the petition of a state 
attorney, can revoke your bond or alter the 
conditions of your release. 

On Friday, a Broward County judge 
issued a warrant for Jungwirth. What this 
means is that when Jungwirth appears 
in court on Tuesday, he will already have 
an arrest pending in another county on 
an outstanding warrant, making it even 
less likely that a court would immediately 
release him.

BAiL UnLiKeLY FOR JUngWiRTh
Norm Kent

fEatUrE legal analysis

If that wasn’t enough, there’s more. A 
local businessman, Jeff Black, has filed an 
application for a new restraining order 
against Jungwirth for allegations of yet new 
potential threats to his person and safety. 
In my opinion, the jurist assigned to the 
case erred in failing to grant Black an ‘ex 
parte’ restraining order on the spot. He 
could have and should have.

Additionally, there is another recently 
documented incident where Jungwirth 
had threatened Pink Submarine’s Dawn 
Holliday.

Finally, the simple fact that he was 
stopped last week for driving on an eight-
year-old suspended license, another 
misdemeanor, drives another nail into the 
bail application.

Faced with a multiplicity of incidents, 
all involving threats to individuals, it is my 
conclusion that Jungwirth will be denied a 
bond release in the immediate future. I have 
been a criminal defense lawyer 40 years, 
and I sure would not let the guy out.  If he 
in any way is subsequently or eventually 
released, you can bet it will be with an 

electronic monitoring device strapped to 
his ankle. 

The truth is, as SFGN revealed earlier 
this year in our expose of Jungwirth’s 
Beach Bear Weekend’s frauds, he is 
seriously unhinged and probably mentally 
compromised. He has become a threat and 
danger to others, let alone himself. He had 
my staff locking our door, and me, making 
sure my .357 magnum was accessible, 
locked and loaded. 

In the end, as in the beginning, Craig 
Jungwirth has been his own worst enemy, 
himself setting into motion all the factors 
that warrant his present incarceration. He 
tried to perpetrate a fraud but got caught.

A little credit is due also to both Jeff Black 
and Robert Young, the former host of Beach 
Bear Weekend.  Both men, along with Nick 
Berry, overcame public and professional 
apathy to press their case against Jungwirth 
at every level. 

I am proud SFGN joined in that effort. 
That is what a community newspaper is 
supposed to do. Ultimately, we are all in 
this together.  

 craIG 
JunGwIrth has 
been hIs own 
worst enemy, 

hImself settInG 
Into motIon 

all the factors 
that warrant 

hIs present 
IncarceratIon.

u.s. district court for the middle district of florida, located in 
orlando, will decide Jungwirth’s fate on tuesday. Photo: Facebook.

craig Jungwirth. Photo: Broward Sherif’s Office.

To Read SFGN’s Ongoing Coverage of Craig Jungwirth
visit SFGN.com/Jungwirth
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to see the full lineup of artists, events and opportunities Celebrate 
orGULLo has to offer, as well as dates, times and tickets, visit

www.Celebrateorgullo.com/index.html.

September 15 through October 15 is National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, and once again Unity Coalition will 
celebrate LGBT Hispanic pride with the 6th annual 

Celebrate Orgullo.  
The LGBT Hispanic Pride month is packed with festivals, 

community workshops, film screenings, club nights and 
much more. It’s a month filled with fun and celebration 
— but also serves as a recognition of the contribution of 
the Hispanic LGBT Community. A wide variety of events 
ensure that there will be something for everybody. 

“As we enter our sixth successful year of Celebrate 
Orgullo, we reflect on what started as a one-day street 

fair, and has now grown to a month-long of events and 
celebration,” said Herb Sosa, director of Unity Coalition. 
“Art, music, theater, film, literature and more – Celebrate 
Orgullo showcases the best of our Hispanic LGBT Pride, 
talent and resources, to the world. Come get some Orgullo 
in your step. Celebrate Orgullo is September 15 – October 
15 across South Florida.” 

Orgullo is Spanish for pride. 
The Unity Coalition is hosting the 2016 Legends Ball at 

one of Miami’s oldest and grandest homes, located at 111 
Southwest 5 Ave. The Ball, taking place on Sept. 15, is kicking 
off pride and promises an “incredible line up of entertainment 

and talent,” and will feature EnVee, a singer from NBC’s “The 
Winner,” as well as illusionist and comedian Adora, and 
internationally acclaimed DJ Citizen Jane. 

The highlight of the event is to honor Congresswoman 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen for outstanding political and social 
leadership, Jowharah Sanders for her work with youth 
and women’s empowerment, and Hernan Valverde for his 
“relentless leadership and conviction to the community,” 
according to the event’s website.

The rest of the month following the Ball is filled with a 
wide variety of events that ensure there will be something 
for everyone to enjoy. 

the 6th annual orGullo
Hispanic LGBT  Pride Month PreviewTucker Berardi

fEatUrE orgullo

JAzz events
Wednesdays during Celebrate Orgullo will have their fill of jazz and poetry in the Lobby 

Lounge of the Betsy-South Beach Hotel at 8 p.m. Featuring different artists, authors and 
poets each night — like poets Omar Figueras and Neil De La Flor — these events are sure to 
please art lovers with music and the written word. 

Jazz Nights will be held Sept. 21 and 28, Oct. 5, and 9 at 1440 Ocean Drive, Miami Beach.

 food
Foodies should come out on Sundays Sept. 18 and Oct. 9 to get a taste of Celebrate Orgullo.
“Unleash your fiesta at our world famous Drag Brunch!”
The brunch takes place on September 18 at Señor Frogs, 1450 Collins Ave. in Miami Beach. 

Show times are at 12:30 and 2:30 p.m., and there will be food, drag, and bottomless cocktails.
For those who want a culinary adventure, the Little Havana culinary tour on Oct. 9 takes 

participants through the “rich history and culinary delights of a vibrant neighborhood.” 
Cuban cuisine will be explored down the must-visit street Calle Ocho. The $49 guided food 
tour is both a “cultural and culinary experience.” 

film 
There will be a “South Beach On Heels” screening at the Miami Beach Cinemateque on 

October 6 at 6 p.m.
 The film, according to IMDB, “follows the onstage, backstage and offstage lives of eight 

hard working entertainers, better known as drag queens … Learn what it takes to stay tough 
as nails in an industry built on big hair, big dreams and illusion. Ride along as they search 
for love, family and acceptance; and try — if even for a minute — to make the world more 
colorful and tolerant for all of us.” 

For those who aren’t satisfied with just one film, The MiFo LGBT Film Festival will be held 
from Friday, Oct. 7 until Sunday, Oct. 16 in Ft. Lauderdale, 6360 NE 4th Court. 

The festival is “committed to its mission: to inspire, entertain, and educate the public, 
encourage a sense of community through international and culturally diverse film, video, 
and other media that offer historical and contemporary perspectives on the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender experience,” according to the event’s website.  

The event will also feature a screening of the Unity Coalition’s TRANSLives Project. 

nightlife
What better way to celebrate Hispanic Pride than dancing all night? Every Friday night of 

Orgullo can be spent at TheLAB@SCORE, 1437 Washington Ave., Miami Beach from 10 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. Cocktails are complimentary from 11:30 p.m. to midnight, and there is no cover for 
Florida residents. 
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Michael d’Oliveira

Millions of dollars have been raised 
for the customers of Orlando’s 
Pulse nightclub who became 

victims when they were shot in June. But 
as a business owner with employees of his 
own, Nick Berry hopes the money raised 
from the upcoming One Orlando South 
Florida fundraiser will go to help the 
employees of Pulse.

“They raised a lot of money for the victims 
but they haven’t raised a lot of money for the 
bar staff that’s been out of work. When you 
look at what happened . . . they have rents to 
pay and car payments. They were hurt in this 
tragedy just like the victims were.”

Berry, who co-owns Courtyard Café and 
Rumors in Wilton Manors, will be one of 
11 bar and restaurant owners who will be 
donating a portion of their liquor and food 
sales to One Orlando South Florida. Other 
participating businesses are Tropics, 
Hunters, Matty’s, Village Pub, Ramrod, 
Progress Bar, Boardwalk/Beefcakes, le Boy 
and Gym Bar.

That money will be donated to the 
Equality Florida Victims Fund, One 
Orlando Fund and the Equality Florida 
General Fund.

The events, which range from a Studio 
54 disco party to “Latin Night” to watching 
football games to a female impersonator 
fashion show, will be held Sept. 11 through 
17, in establishments in Wilton Manors 
and Fort Lauderdale. “Dine Out Orlando” 
will be held on Thursday, Sept. 15 and 
features restaurants donating a portion of 
the day’s sales.

Along with a percentage of sales, money 
will also be raised from gift cards, shirts, 
hats, pins, temporary tattoos and more. All 
sold by organizers and volunteers. “We’re 
just looking for some volunteers to help 
staff these events,” said Thomas Malan, 
one of the fundraiser’s organizers. He said 
he needs between three to six volunteers 
at each event.

If one event isn’t enough for those 
who want to support the cause, all access 
passes are available for $35. They’re good 
for entry to every event and for one free 
drink from every bar participating. 

For a list of events, to purchase an 
all access pass or to volunteer, visit 
OneOrlandoSFL.org or the Facebook page 
– One Orlando South Florida. 

For additional details on these events please check the website above. 

pULSe FUnDRAiSeR neeDS 
VOLUnTeeRS, pATROnS

nEWs local

sept. 11 @ hunters 
sept. 12 @ Gym & Progress Bar 

sept. 14 @ le Boy & rumors
sept. 16 @ Village Pub
sept. 17 @ Boardwalk 



16  •   9.7.2016

“It’s community celebrating community. 
We are celebrating ourselves. We’re 
celebrating each other.”

That’s how Lori Lynch, executive director 
of the LGBT Visitor Center in Miami Beach, 
described the Pink Flamingo Awards at last 
year’s ceremony. 

Each year, the Visitor Center organizes an 
online vote to let members of the community 
pick their favorite individuals, businesses 
and institutions.

The awards, 21 categories, include local 
hero, nonprofit organization, fine dining 
restaurant, resort hotel, drag queen, dance 
club, bartender and spa.

Holam Antonetti was chosen as Favorite 
Promoter last year.

Antonetti, who owns Lesbo GoGo and 
organizes various events around South 
Florida, said the award has been of great 
benefit to her. “I do different events every 
single month for lesbians at different venues. 
With that said, my doors are always open to 
everyone.”

The awards gave her company more 
exposure and directly led to her being 
appointed to the board of directors of 
Unity Coalition, a Latino LGBT equality 
organization. “It, to me, is one of the most 
caring and giving non-profits.” It’s an 
organization she didn’t even know existed 
until its president, Herb Sosa, contacted her 
after he saw her win the award.

He also featured her on the cover of the 
November, 2015 issue of Ambiente, an 
English/Spanish/Portuguese LGBT magazine. 
Sosa is editor-in-chief of Ambiente.

She added that she’s glad the Pink 
Flamingo Awards aren’t divided along gender 
lines. “It was huge because I won against the 
boys. Amongst men and women.”

This year’s winners will be announced 
at the 4th Annual Pink Flamingo Awards 

ceremony which will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 22 from 7 to 10 p.m. at Jungle Island in 
Miami. 

Voting began online on July 21. The top 
five vote-getters from each category were 
announced on Saturday, Aug. 27 from 5 to 8 
p.m. at the Epic Hotel in Miami. Voting begins 
on Aug. 29. Visit PinkFlamingoAwards.com. 
Tickets can also be purchased there.

In a press release, Lynch stated that the 
online voting by the community is what sets 
the Pink Flamingo Awards apart from many 
other recognition events. “This is one of the 
reasons we chose the theme Community 
Celebrating Community for the event, as 
all of the individuals and organizations are 
submitted by the people who know them or 
use their services.”

The awards ceremony also serves as the 
Visitor Center’s only fundraising event.

“Our vibrant LGBTQ community helps 
make Miami and the beaches one of the 
top LGBTQ destinations in the world!  The 
LGBT Visitor Center provides a place for 
you to feel welcomed and at home. A place 
of community, information and resources. 
We offer weekly support groups including 
Narcotics Anonymous and Smart Recovery, 
Yoga and Dance classes, Educational 
Workshops and an array of Social Events,” 
reads the Visitor Center’s website.

Tickets for the announcement party are 
$25 for individuals. The evening includes 
a night on the Epic Hotel’s pool deck, open 
bar, hors d’oeuvres and entertainment 
by DJ Adora. Prices for the event at Jungle 
Island range from $125 per individual to 
$1,250 per table. The evening includes an 
open bar cocktail reception, three-course 
seated dinner, a silent auction and live 
entertainment featuring the evening’s 
celebrity emcee, comedian and actress Julie 
Goldman. 

MiAMi’S pinK FLAMingO AWARDS 
Michael d’Oliveira

nEWs miami-dade

Submitted photo.

Voting is now open; awards to be presented Sept. 22

It’s been over a year since Henry Vidal was 
murdered and a suspect has yet to be named.

Vidal, 32, a popular bartender, was 
found dead his Wilton Manors apartment 
in May of 2015. Police thought they were 
responding to a medical call. His death was 
ruled a homicide on June 1 of last year. In 
online remembrances at the time of his death, 
friends and family members remember Vidal 
as warm, unique, sincere, kind and genuine.

When he was murdered, Vidal worked at B 
Bar on Wilton Drive which has since closed. 
Previously, he worked at Alibi. The Broward 
Sheriff’s Office, which handles all the city’s 
homicide cases, is investigating the case.

BSO spokesperson Joy Oglesby said a 
person of interest has been identified but their 
whereabouts are unknown and they aren’t 
considered a suspect. Just someone who may 
have information. “It’s turning into a cold case 
very quickly,” said Wilton Manors Police Chief 
Paul O’Connell.

But Vidal’s mother, Caridad Labarta, 
remains hopeful.

ViDAL MURDeR STiLL UnSOLVeD A YeAR LATeR
Person of  interest but no suspect

Michael d’Oliveira

“I think they’re working diligently [to find 
his murderer]. I’m hopeful with every lead.”

In March of 2015, Vidal called the Wilton 
Manors Police Department to report a 
domestic disturbance incident with his 
roommate and former partner. Vidal 
complained that the relationship had turned 
negative. Eventually, the issue was resolved 
when his former partner moved out.

Anyone with new information related 
to Vidal’s murder should contact BSO Det. 
Ricky Libman at 954-321-4210 or report 
anonymous tips to Crime Stoppers of Broward 
County at 954-493-8477 or online at www.
browardcrimestoppers.org. Crime Stoppers 
will pay up to $3,000 for information that 
leads to an arrest. 

Photo: Facebook.nEWs local
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Denise Royal 

A new fund has been established in 
honor of community leader Albert 
LaMorges. For years, LaMorges’ 

dedication to the LGBT arts culture has 
inspired other members in the community 
– specifically as an active Island City Stage 
board member and board president, and 
as the Gay Men’s Chorus of South Florida 
fundraising committee chairman. 

The fund will serve as ongoing 
recognition to honor LaMorges as one of 
South Florida’s best and brightest leaders 
and the impact that he, along with his 
husband Ralph Stivali, have made on LGBT 
cultural life in South Florida.

LaMorges has been involved with 
Island City Stage for more than five years 
and with the Gay Men’s Chorus for about 
two years, where he made his mark 
as a fundraiser. The Albert LaMorges 
Performing Arts Internship program is 
established through the combined efforts 
of Island City Stage and the Gay Men’s 
Chorus of South Florida, in cooperation 
with Our Fund Foundation, to honor the 
outstanding service, visionary leadership 
and exemplary stewardship that LaMorges 
has offered to both organizations. 

The new program establishes an 
endowment, through Our Fund, that 
will provide annual stipends to aspiring 
LGBT students in music and theater 
arts, by providing individual work-learn 
opportunities for participating in the 
organizations and productions of Island 
City Stage and the Gay Men’s Chorus of 
South Florida.

“We think it’s a wonderful thing,” Stivali 
said. “I think it’s a good opportunity 
for people to contribute to something 

where they can actually see their money 
in progress. So often you donate to 
organizations and it’s sort of a blur. But 
given that they are going to hire interns 
at two very sound organizations, we are 
pleased with this honor.”

Gifts made to the Albert LaMorges 
Performing Arts Internship Fund are 
tax-deductible and will be invested in an 
endowment fund from which earnings 
will directly provide the Performing Arts 
Internship stipends. Internship selection, 
management and grants will be the 
responsibility of leadership of Island City 
Stage and the Gay Men’s Chorus of South 
Florida in coordination with Our Fund 
Foundation.

The Our Fund Foundation is a 
community foundation that exists to 
support a sustainably livable community 
for all South Floridians by promoting 
and increasing responsible philanthropy 
directed at agencies advancing LGBT 
issues in Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm 
Beach Counties. 

OUR FUnD FOUnDATiOn eSTABLiSheS neW 
inTeRnShip TO hOnOR COMMUniTY LeADeR

nEWs local

Albert LaMorges. 
Facebook.

Gay Men’s Chorus of South Florida. Facebook.
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p u l s e

Orlando Releases nine of the hundreds 
of 911 pulse Calls

(AP) The city of Orlando on Thursday released a tiny 
fraction of the hundreds of calls that were made to 911 
dispatchers during the Pulse nightclub massacre, including 
calls made by a father whose daughter was hiding in a 
bathroom after being shot twice and the girlfriend of a 
dancer who was sheltering from the gunman in a dressing 
room.

All nine of the calls released by the city of Orlando were 
from parents, siblings, partners and friends outside the gay 
nightclub who were communicating through phone calls or 
texts with patrons trapped inside.

Hundreds of other 911 calls, and communications gunman 
Omar Mateen made with the Orlando Police Department, are 
currently tied up in a legal battle between the city of Orlando 
and two dozen media groups, including The Associated 
Press.

The media groups argue that releasing the recordings will 
help the public evaluate the police response, but the city 
of Orlando claims the recordings are exempt under Florida 
public records law, and that the FBI insists releasing them 
may disrupt the ongoing investigation.

During the June massacre, Mateen was killed by police 
after a lengthy standoff in a mass shooting that killed 49 
people and wounded 53 others.

Cassandra Lafser, press secretary for Orlando Mayor 
Buddy Dyer, said in an email that the FBI had approved the 
nine calls to be released “as they do not contain anything 
that is considered ‘active criminal investigative’ material.” 

p r i d e

Kim Davis’ hometown holds its First 
LgBT pride

(EDGE) It’s been about a year since the defiant Kentucky 
county clerk made headlines after landing in the clink for 
refusing to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. At 
the time, Davis, who ignored the Supreme Court’s landmark 
ruling on same-sex marriage and cited her religious beliefs 
for her naughty behavior, said she has “friends who are gay 
and lesbian” but was oddly absent when her hometown of 
Morehead, Ky. when it held its first LGBT Pride, New Now 
Next reports.

The [event] was organized by David Moore, one of the 
first people Davis denied a marriage license. After he 

finally married his husband last October he wanted to 
celebrate by creating a Pride parade in the town. Teaming 
up with Morehead Pride, an LGBT nonprofit in the town, 
and Morehead tourism board, Moore launched Eastern 
Kentucky’s first LGBT event last weekend. 

The show included performances from drag queens, 
including one queen who dressed as Davis. A number of 
activists and plenty from Kentucky’s LGBT community 
showed up for the celebration. 

According to Vice, Moore was accused of creating the 
event to spite Davis and her defiance from last year but he 
said she was the “catalyst” that sparked him to be open about 
his feelings on LGBT rights.

“There’ve been people who have been afraid to be allies, or 
people who have been afraid to not voice hatred, for fear of 
being labeled part of the LGBT community,” Sheri Wright, an 
attendee, told Vice. “[Now] they’re saying, who cares?” 

n. Carolina Transgender Restroom
Trial Delayed

(AP) The trial over a North Carolina law 
restricting restroom access for transgender people 
is being pushed back by several months, attorneys 
challenging the law said Friday.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Joi Elizabeth Peake granted 
a request from the state’s Republican leaders 
to delay the North Carolina trial while the U.S. 
Supreme Court considers whether to hear a Virginia 
case on transgender restroom access, according to 
a brief entry in the federal court docket.

James Esseks, an ACLU lawyer on the team 
representing three transgender residents, said 
the judge’s order means the case will be pushed 
back from its November trial date until May 2017. 
Justice Department spokesman David Jacobs also 
confirmed in an email that the trial was being 
delayed until May.

The so-called HB2 law requires transgender 

people to use restrooms in schools and many 
other public buildings that correspond with the 
sex on their birth certificate, not their gender 
identity. Passed in March, it also limits other 
antidiscrimination protections for LGBT people.

The state’s Republican governor and legislative 
leaders argue the law is needed to protect privacy 
and safety by keeping men out of women’s 
restrooms. Transgender residents challenging the 
law say that restroom safety is protected by existing 
laws, while the North Carolina measure is harmful 
and discriminatory.

The Republican leaders had asked the court 
to halt the proceedings while the Supreme Court 
decides if it will take the Virginia case, which 
centers on a transgender high school student 
who is asking officials to allow him to use a male 
restroom. 

Compiled by Jillian melero

Photo: Facebook.

A sit-in protest arranged at the north carolina state 
capitol on August 25. Photo: National Center for Transgender Equality.

Photo: Facebook.
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(EDGE) From August 31-September 
4 at Atlanta’s 10th Annual Black Pride 
Celebration, activists Karamo Brown 
and Deondre Moore will take the stage 
to promote their new Positively Fearless 
movement, celebrating being Black, gay and 
HIV-positive. 

Black men who have sex with men face an 
especially heavy burden, accounting for 59 
percent of all HIV diagnoses among African 
Americans in the South.  In fact, of all Black 
MSM diagnosed with HIV nationally in 2014, 
more than 60 percent were living in the 
South.

“As a black, gay, positive man living 
in Texas, these statistics are especially 
worrisome to me, but even more concerning 
is the fact that many of the positive men in 
our community aren’t being honest with 
themselves, their families and their doctors 
about their status -- and taking steps to 
get on treatment,” said Moore, who was 
diagnosed with HIV at 19-years-old. “When 
I was first diagnosed, I thought my status 
was a death sentence, but after educating 
myself, I quickly learned that by engaging 
in treatment, I can live a healthy and full life 
with HIV. So educating and supporting those 

news Briefs

(EDGE) Grisly details were given 
in Brooklyn court Wednesday by Taj 
Patterson, the gay fashion student whose 
brutal attack at the hands of a group of 
Hassidic men in December 2013 left him 
blind in one eye.

Patterson’s testimony occurred during 
the trial of Mayer Herkovic, who is being 
tried for gang assault as a hate crime. 
Rather than have a trial by jury, Herkovic 
has opted for a bench trial.

According to a report in the New York 
Post, Patterson testified about being 
chased down a street in the Williamsburg 
area of Brooklyn by a crowd of men with 
“side curls and yarmulkes.”

“They caught up to me, and pinned me 
up against a gate,” he said. “I was yelling 
for them to stop, asking why they were 
doing this.”

Patterson, referred to a “middle man” 
and his two “flunkies” who did the beating.

Patterson told the court that he broke 
free with one arm and tried to defend 

himself. It was then that “the ringleader 
shoved” his thumb into Patterson’s eye.

“Once the thumb was in my eye, I started 
screaming, and they kept punching me,” 
Patterson told the court.

Patterson said that it was the same man 
who kicked him in the face, and said “stay 
down you fucking faggot.” The same man 
took off Patterson’s sneaker and threw it 
on a roof.

Forensics have placed Herskovic’s DNA 
on Patterson’s recovered sneaker.

According to Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 
of the four other alleged assailants 
who were part of the ultra Orthodox 
neighborhood watch group, two had the 
charges dropped and two others - Pinchas 
Braver and Abraham Winkler - pleaded 
guilty to downgraded charges earlier this 
month. Braver and Winkler each must 
pay the victim, Taj Patterson, $1,400 in 
restitution and perform 150 hours of 
community service in a “culturally diverse” 
neighborhood. 

gay Fashion Student gives Details of 2013 
Beating That Left him Blind in One eye

H e A l T H

c r i m e

Karamo Brown and Deondre Moore are 
‘positively Fearless’

who may be scared to address their diagnoses 
has become very important to me, and 
this campaign has given me a very exciting 
opportunity to encourage to be brave and 
take a proactive role in their health.”

“By tweeting using the hashtag 
#PositivelyFearless, people can share their 
stories and tell others about a time when they 
chose to be honest, to be brave, to get tested, 
to tackle their diagnosis head-on, and to be 
open with their doctor about treatment,” 
said Brown. “I’d encourage people to share 
this with their friends -- positive or not -- 
and tell them to get involved! Everyone can 
be fearless, and we can all be part of the 
solution.”

Keep an eye on the Twitter handle 
@HIVWisdom for updates. 

continued

Karamo Brown.
Photo: Facebook.
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Justice Dept. Wants pulse 911 Case 
Kept in Federal Court

The U.S. Department of Justice on Friday 
appealed a ruling involving whether hundreds 
of 911 calls recorded during a massacre at a 
gay nightclub in Florida can be released.

In its filing, the Justice Department said 
that it was appealing U.S. District Judge Paul 
Byron’s ruling last week that the federal court 
lacks jurisdiction and the matter should 
be handled in state court. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Sean Flynn said he will ask for an 
order halting any further proceedings until 
the federal appeals court in Atlanta has ruled.

During a hearing in state court on Friday, 
a Florida judge indicated that the recordings 
wouldn’t be made public anytime soon 
because of the need to hold hearings on 
various legal questions.

The Justice Department appeal was 
the latest twist in the fight between 
news media groups, the city of Orlando 
and the Department of Justice over the 
release of hundreds of 911 calls, as well as 
communications between gunman Omar 
Mateen and the Orlando Police Department 
on the night of the June shooting. Mateen 
died after being shot as SWAT team members 
breached a club wall and rescued patrons 
following a more-than-three-hour standoff.

The media groups, including The 
Associated Press, say the recordings’ release 
will help the public evaluate the police 
response, but the city claims the recordings 
are exempt under Florida’s public records law, 
and that the FBI insists releasing them may 
disrupt the investigation. Mateen opened 
fire at the nightclub in a rampage that left 49 
people dead and 53 hospitalized in the worst 
mass shooting in modern U.S. history.

Earlier this week, the city released nine of 
the hundreds of 911 calls, but none came from 
patrons trapped inside the club.

Circuit Judge Margaret Schreiber on Friday 
requested three hearings on the legal fight, 

all of them for later in the month. At the first 
hearing, the judge will consider whether 
to dismiss a complaint filed by the city of 
Orlando against the media groups.

The second hearing will look at whether 
the 911 calls, and the communications 
with Mateen, fall under any exemptions to 
Florida’s public record laws because they 
are part of an active criminal investigation 
or contain criminal intelligence. The judge 
asked attorneys for the city to determine how 
many exempted calls there are and what the 
reasons are for not releasing them.

A third hearing, yet to be scheduled, will 
answer whether any of the calls would be 
exempted because they record the killing of a 
person. Under Florida law, those are exempt 
from being made public without a court 
order.

Darryl Bloodsworth, an attorney 
representing the city, described the calls as 
“disturbing” and said the family members 
of the victims should have a say before a 
decision is made about their release.

The media groups filed a complaint in 
state court about 10 days after the shooting, 
seeking the release of the recordings. Less 
than an hour later, the city filed a complaint 
in state court, asking that the recordings be 
declared exempt from public records law.

In a legal maneuver, the city filed 
an amended lawsuit, naming the U.S. 
Department of Justice as a defendant, and 
DOJ attorneys moved for the case to be 
transferred to federal court, where Florida’s 
Public Records Act isn’t applicable. The 
federal judge sent it back to state court.

An attorney for the media groups, Rachel 
Fugate, said the legal maneuvering had 
caused delays in moving the case forward.

“It’s sad because usually those things are 
done within a matter of weeks,” Fugate said. 

Mike Schneider
Associated Press
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FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES?
JEFF DEAN

CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY

Miami O�  ce: (305) 777-3595
1200 Brickell Avenue, Suite 1950, Miami, FL 33131 

Fort Lauderdale O�  ce: (954) 204-3633
110 SE 6th Street, Suite 1700, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

FACINGFACING CRIMINAL

As a highly experienced 
defense attorney, Jeff 

Dean vigorously defends 
people facing charges 

from DUI and drugs, to 
domestic violence and 
sex offenses, and Jeff 
fi ghts hard to prevent 

deportation for 
immigrants charged with 

a crime. Jeff Dean has 
the experience of having 

defended thousands of 
people, yet he treats 

each client and case as 
his most important.
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Key Trump Campaign Operatives Found to be part 
of Secretive group with Anti-LgBT Members

(EDGE) Remember when the Trump 
campaign claimed to be pro-LGBT?

Hatewatch, published by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center (SPLC) has obtained a copy 
of the 2014 membership directory for the ultra-
conservative and secretive group Council for 
National Policy which lists Trump campaign 
manager Kellyanne Conway and CEO Stephen 
Bannon. Conway was listed as a member of the 
group’s executive committee that year.

And while, CNP is not officially an anti-
LGBT group, its membership reads like a 
Who’s Who or the anti-gay and racist fringe. 

Some of the extremists listed as members 
in this closely guarded document include 
people like Michael Peroutka, a neo-
Confederate who for years was on the board 
of the white supremacist League of the South; 
Jerome Corsi, a strident Obama “birther” 
and the propagandist hit man responsible 
for the “Swift boating” of John Kerry; Joseph 
Farah, who runs the wildly conspiracist 
“news” operation known as WorldNetDaily; 
Mat Staver, the Liberty Counsel leader who 
has worked to re-criminalize gay sex; Philip 

news Briefs
p o l i T i c s

Australian prime Minister Urges public Vote 
On gay Marriage

(AP) Australia’s prime minister on Wednesday 
urged his political opponents to allow Australians 
to endorse gay marriage through a popular vote 
instead of insisting that the divisive issue be put 
into lawmakers’ hands.

Most opposition lawmakers, who support gay 
marriage, oppose the government’s plan to ask 
the public in a plebiscite whether the Parliament 
should create marriage equality.

The opposition Labor Party, the minor Greens 
party and two independent lawmakers on 
Wednesday proposed bills that would allow the 
Parliament to decide the same-sex marriage issue 
without consulting the public. They all support 
gay marriage, but fear a plebiscite - an opinion 
poll that isn’t legally binding - would prove 
divisive and potentially fail.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull called on 
Labor leader Bill Shorten to endorse the plebiscite 
plan in the Senate, where the government holds 
a minority of seats. Labor has become the 
plebiscite’s last chance after two balance-of-
power minor parties ruled out support.

“If there is a plebiscite, a majority will vote ‘yes’ 
and if a majority vote ‘yes,’ you can be absolutely 

i n T e r n A T i o n A l

continued

Zodhaites, another anti-gay activist who is 
charged with helping a self-described former 
lesbian who kidnapped her daughter from 
her former partner and fled the country; and 
a large number of other similar characters.

SPLC writes:

“It’s not known how their contacts within the 
CNP may have affected Conway and Bannon. But 
as the SPLC concluded in its May report on the 
CNP: “At a time of extreme political polarization in 
our society, in the middle of an ugly presidential 
contest which has featured an almost unsurpassed 
record of ethnic, racial and sexual insults and lies, 
Americans deserve to know who their ostensible 
leaders are mixing with as we collectively decide 
our country’s future.”

assured the Parliament will legislate it,” Turnbull 
said. “We are setting out a way for that to be 
resolved. Mr. Shorten is standing in the way.”

Turnbull agreed to hold the plebiscite in a 
deal with gay marriage opponents within his 
conservative Liberal Party. In return, those 
opponents backed Turnbull in an internal 
leadership ballot that toppled Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott a year ago.

Turnbull, a gay marriage advocate, had 
previously spoken out against such a public vote 
that could create painful divisions in Australian 
society.

Gay marriage lobbyists are generally opposed 
to the plebiscite, which they argue was initiated 
by lawmakers who hope it fails.

Some marriage equality advocates warn that a 
lost plebiscite could likely set back their cause for 
decades. 
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(SFGN) A lesbian couple in New Jersey 
says they were unfairly prevented from 
getting health insurance coverage for 
infertility treatments, CBS News reports 
(http://cbsn.ws/2c2oe7X/). 

Since marrying in 2013, Erin and 
Marianna Krupa have spent more than 
$50,000 on various infertility treatments 
in order to help build their family. But 
due to New Jersey state law, the insurance 
coverage which could have paid for all 
those treatments has been denied to the 
couple. 

New Jersey is one of 15 states which 
requires insurance companies to cover 
fertility treatments. However, the couple 
was initially denied coverage because, 
under the wording of the New Jersey law, 
women their age are considered infertile 
if they’re “not able to conceive after two 
years of unprotected intercourse.”

Now the Krupas, along with another 

(SFGN) A recent study conducted 
by Deakin School of Health and Social 
Development in Australia reports that 
women in relationships with bisexual 
men believe them to be better lovers and 
fathers than heterosexual men, the Daily 
Mail reports (http://dailym.ai/2c6lXub). 

The study, conducted by lecturer Dr. 
Maria Pallota-Chiarolli, interviewed 
78 Australian women in intimate 
relationships with bisexual men. The 
findings from the study will be part 
of an upcoming book, “Women in 
Relationships with Bisexual Men – Bi 
Men by Women.”

Women interviewed were between 
the ages of 19 to 65 and had been in 
monogamous, open, or polyamorous 
marital relationships with bi men. Dr. 
Palllota-Chiarolli says she conducted the 
study in order to examine the negative 
stereotypes regarding bisexual men, that 

LeSBiAn COUpLe SUeS n.J. OVeR FeRTiLiTY 
heALTh COVeRAge LAW

LesbianL BisexualB

lesbian couple, have filed a federal lawsuit 
against the head of the state agency that 
regulates insurance companies, claiming 
the law discriminates based on sex and 
sexual orientation. 

Assemblywoman Pamela Lampitt, is 
sponsoring a bill to update the language 
of the insurance mandate to allow it to 
apply to same-sex couples. 

STUDY CLAiMS Bi Men MAKe
BeTTeR LOVeRS

LGBtQIa bites By Jillian melero

they are not trustworthy, more likely to 
have affairs and more likely to transmit 
STDs to their partners. 

Many of the women praised the 
“emotional depth, sexual intimacy and 
equitable gender dynamic of their mixed-
orientation relationship”, said Palllota-
Chiarolli in a statement. 

“A common element among all the 
women in healthy and happy relationships 
was open communication with their 
partners as they designed, negotiated 
and maintained the ground rules and 
boundaries of their relationships.” 

Photo: Facebook.
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Transgender T
MATT BOMeR FACeS TWiTTeR BACKLASh

OVeR TRAnS MOVie ROLe
(SFGN) Matt Bomer will play the role 

of a transgender woman and sex worker 
in the upcoming movie “Anything,” 
based on the Timothy McNeil play of the 
same name.  The casting announcement 
sparked a backlash on social media over 
the casting of a cisgender male actor 
playing a trans woman. 

Critics include actress Jen Richards, who 
auditioned for the role and responded on 
Twitter, trans musician Mya Byrne, who 
wrote an open letter to co-producer Mark 
Ruffalo in the Huffington Post (http://
huff.to/2bX7kXG), and Sense8 actress 
Jamie Clayton.

In an excerpt, Byrne writes, “There are 
many qualified trans actors and writers 
who could have played in and advised 
on the construction of the scenes you’re 
about to edit into a motion picture. They 
will lose more work because of this. We 
know you have good intentions. But 

those intentions have far-reaching 
after-effects that you, as cis men, don’t 
experience.”

Despite the call for Bomer’s role in 
“Anything” to be recast, Ruffalo says it is 
impossible because the film has already 
been shot. 

LGBtQIa bites continued

Photo: Gage Skidmore.

Your smile says a lot about you, your 
overall health and your self-esteem 
and it’s normally the first thing people 

notice about you. There are thousands of quotes 
out there about smiling, beautiful smiles, and 
happiness, but none of them ever reference 
having tobacco stained teeth or rotting gums. 

We all know that cigarette smoking damages 
your mouth, teeth, and throat, but what about 
e-cigarettes, do they offer a better option?

Let’s recap how traditional smoking destroys 
your oral health; 

• Severe staining 
• Buildup of plague 
• Bad breath
• Loss of teeth
• Infections of the gum 
• And mouth and oral cancers etc.

Some benefits associated with switching from 
regular cigarettes to e-cigarette version are;

• No more tar
• No bad smell
• No secondhand smoke
• More freedom to smoke where you want
• More cost effective than regular smoking
• But most smokers don’t consider the 
impact on their oral health and smile when 
considering the switch.

Replacing your cigarettes with an e-cigarette 
could be an option, but the question still 
remains. What oral health risks are associated to 
e-cigarettes?

Unlike traditional cigarettes, e-cigarettes do 
not produce smoke, and instead give off vapor. 
The vapor inhaled is a combination of flavoring, 
various chemicals, nicotine and distilled water. 

Though these do not stain your teeth, cause bad 
breath or plague to build up, the nicotine is still 
an issue.

Despite the fact you can choose the level 
of nicotine, it’s the nicotine that impede your 
ability to produce saliva. The lack of saliva makes 
a person more prone to cause dry mouth, the 
buildup in bacteria, and tooth decay. 

Another serious note about nicotine is the 
fact that it’s a vasoconstrictor (reduces blood 
flow through the veins). Insufficient blood flow 
restricts the nutrients and oxygen needed to 
maintain health and when your gums don’t get 
what they need, gum tissue death occurs. This can 
cause serious problems such as gum recession, or 
even mask the symptoms of gum disease, which 
would normally be an increase of blood flow to 
your gums.

E-cigarettes may appear safer, but the problem 
still remains that there have not been enough 
studies done to prove if the chemicals in vapor 
cigarettes cause oral health problems or not. 

The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
concluded that “e-cigarettes have not been fully 
studied, so consumers currently don’t know 
the potential risks of e-cigarettes when used as 
intended, how much nicotine or other potentially 
harmful chemicals are being inhaled during use, 
or whether there are any benefits associated with 
using these products.”

Dental care and hygiene are important, and 
why your dentist reminds you each visit how vital 
brushing and flossing are for keeping a healthy 
smile. And if you are a smoker, maintaining or 
having healthy white smile may be even more 
difficult regardless of how good your oral hygiene 
is. The first thing you should consider doing if 
you smoke, is call and speak to the dental staff 
at Premier Smile Center. The next thing is to find 
out how to quit.  www.tobaccofreeflorida.com

e-cigAreTTes - good, Better, or
Bad for your oral Health?

PaID ContEnt

Premier Smile Center
(954) 566-7479

2717 E Oakland Park Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33306

“sometimes your joy 
is the source of your 
smile, but sometimes 
your smile can be the 
source of your joy.”

–  thICh nhat hanh
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Upon further review, it is becoming 
quite clear Indiana Governor Mike 
Pence is not a fan of the LGBT 

community.
Pence, the Republican Vice Presidential 

nominee, created international headlines 
last year when he signed the “Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act” -- a piece of 
legislation permitting Indiana businesses 
to discriminate on the 
basis of religion. Now, as 
revealed by Right Wing 
Watch, we know Pence 
headed the Indiana Policy 
Review from 1991 to 1994, 
overseeing and penning 
several anti-gay letters.

In one letter Pence 
argues against allowing 
gays to serve openly in the 
U.S. military. Here’s what 
he wrote:

“Homosexuals are not 
as a group able bodied. 
They are known to carry 
extremely high rates of disease brought 
on because of the nature of their sexual 
practices and the promiscuity which is a 
hallmark of their lifestyle.”

While head of the IPR, Pence also 
took issue with the Wall Street Journal 
participating in a job fair for gay 
journalists and doubted the objectivity 
of a gay journalist. In a piece -- titled 

“The Pinked Newsroom” – the IPR argued 
“gaydom” is a “pathological condition” 
that slants coverage.

The IPR contends: “[T]he more extreme 
of the gay movement consider themselves 
members of a sexual determined political 
party.” 

Republican Presidential nominee 
Donald J. Trump selected Pence as his 

running mate just prior to 
the party’s convention in 
Cleveland. While Trump 
has made statements of 
affirmation towards gays 
and lesbians in regards 
to protections from 
terrorists, Pence has 
remained silent on LGBT 
issues altogether.

In February he was 
asked whether someone 
should be fired from 
their job because they are 
gay or transgender and 
Pence could not give a 

direct answer. In digging through the IPR 
archives, Right Wing Watch also found 
Pence was not thrilled with the Republican 
National Committee’s decision to give 
stage time to AIDS activists at their 1996 
convention.

“An endless line of pro-choice women, 
AIDS activists, and proponents of 
Affirmative Action,” Pence wrote. 

penCe hAS DOCUMenTeD
AnTi-gAY pAST

John McDonald

PoLItICs white house watch

Multiple gay and lesbian candidates 
in Florida advanced to the general 
election after last week’s primary 

elections.
State Representative David Richardson 

led the way, claiming victory in 
district 113, a Miami-Dade district. 
Richardson defeated Rey Valdes in the 
Democratic primary, collecting 4,264 
votes (77 percent) to 1,272 (23 percent). 
Richardson, a two-term representative 
and Democratic floor leader in the House, 
moves on to face Republican Jonathan H. 
Parker in November’s general election.

In Broward County, 
Ken Keechl defeated 
Doug Oberman in the 
Democratic primary 
for state representative 
in district 93. Keechl, a 
Wilton Manors attorney, 
collected 6,791 votes (71 
percent) to Oberman’s 
2,735 (29 percent). Keechl 
moves on to face sitting 
Representative George 
Moraitis, a Republican, 
in the general election.

In district 92, Paulette 
Armstead, a black 
lesbian, lost her first bid 
for elected office. Armstead collected 
3,221 votes for 27 percent, coming in third 
behind Whitney Rawls (3,483 votes, 29 
percent) and Patricia Hawkins-Williams 
(3,938 votes, 33 percent) in the race for the 
open house seat.

In Orlando, Beth Tuura won a three-
way election in house district 47 to take 
the Democratic nomination. Tuura, a 
married lesbian, has a background in 

broadcast sports journalism. She faces 
incumbent Republican Mike Miller in 
the general election. Also in Orlando, 
Carlos Guillermo-Smith was awarded 
the Democratic nomination in district 
49. Guillermo-Smith, the governmental 
affairs manager for Equality Florida, faces 
no party affiliated Shea Silverman in the 
general election.

On the Senate side, gay candidates 
Michael Gongora and Kevin Burns 
came up short in their respective 
campaigns for the open seat in district 38. 
Daphne Campbell, an outspoken social 

conservative, defeated 
five other candidates 
to win the Democratic 
nomination. Campbell 
collected 9,014 votes 
for 31 percent of the 
vote, edging out former 
prosecutor Jason Pizzo 
who earned 6,885 
votes (24 percent) with 
Gongora gathering 6,239 
votes (21 percent) and 
Burns tallying 4,437 (15 
percent).

In a closely watched 
South Florida judicial 
race, Lea P. Krauss, a 

married lesbian, collected the most votes 
for circuit judge in circuit 17, group nine. 
(59,473 votes, 38 percent) Krauss faces 
Andrea Ruth Gundersen (50,988 votes, 32 
percent) in the general election.

Meanwhile, in Broward County, Betsy 
Benson took the bench in group 13 with 
63 percent of the vote. Benson defeated 
Mark D. Kushner (97,879 votes to 57,047 
votes). 

gAY CAnDiDATeS FARe WeLL in 
pRiMARY BATTLeS

John McDonald

PoLItICs out on the trail

In a closely 
watched south 
florIda JudIcIal 

race, lea p. krauss, 
a marrIed lesbIan, 
collected the most 
votes for cIrcuIt 
JudGe In cIrcuIt 
17, Group nIne. 

whIle trump has 
made statements 
of affIrmatIon 

towards Gays and 
lesbIans In reGards 

to protectIons 
from terrorIsts, 

pence has remaIned 
sIlent on lGbt 

Issues altoGether.

Photo: KPHO.Lea P. KraussDavid Richardson
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Millions have been raised for the 
victims of June’s Pulse nightclub 
shooting. Now, Our Fund has been 

chosen to manage $1.5 million for non-
profit organizations in Orlando and Central 
Florida.

“Following the Pulse shooting, there was 
very quickly $7 million really crucial money 
donated. But the non-profit sector had no 
resources devoted to it,” said David Jobin, 
president and CEO of Our Fund. Founded in 
2010 and based in Wilton Manors, Our Fund 
was established to help tap into the wealth of 
the LGBT community and manage donations 
to the LGBT community.

The purpose of the $1.5 million CONTIGO 
Fund is to honor the lives of those who were 
murdered, recognize and address the fact 
that the LGBT Latino community and the 
LGBT community at large faces hatred and 
discrimination, and to build bridges to raise 
awareness about “homophobia, transphobia, 
Islamophobia, racism, and other forms of 
bigotry that divide our communities rather 
than bring them together.”

Contigo means “with you” in Spanish. The 
Latino focus stems from the fact that most of 
the victims were Hispanic and the shooting 
occurred on Latin Night. “Nearly half of 
the Pulse victims were Puerto Rican. Many 
more were Cuban, Dominican, Ecuadorian, 
Mexican, Salvadoran, Venezuelan, and from 
other Latinx and African diaspora. Some 
were undocumented. Over half were under 

30, with the youngest victim being just 18 
years old,” said Marco Antonio Quiroga, 
program director for the CONTIGO Fund.

Jobin said CONTIGO has a three to five-
year lifespan and Quiroga was hired to be 
“on the ground” in Orlando. In addition to 
helping Orlando, Jobin also hopes the fund 
leads to partnerships between Our Fund and 
some Orlando organizations.

The focus right now is find a group 
of individuals who will help create an 
application process and determine how the 
funds will be distributed. That group will be 
100 percent from the Orlando area, over 50 
percent LGBT and at least 25 percent won’t 
be formally affiliated with a local non-profit. 
“We want them as rooted to the community 
that was affected as possible so we can have 
that perspective of what that community 
needs. This will be driven and led by that 
community,” said Quiroga.

The goal is to have the application 
process completed by October and the first 
funds distributed in December. It will be 
Quiroga’s job to help organizations with the 
application process. For many organizations 
that apply, Jobin expects it to be their first 
time requesting grants.

The $1.5 million came from several 
organizations: Arcus Foundation, Ford 
Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, Kellogg Foundation, Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, and the Open Society 
Foundations. 

OUR FUnD LAUnCheS COnTigO FUnD 
TO heLp ORLAnDO nOn-pROFiTS 
Michael d’Oliveira

visit our-fund.org/contigo for more information.

nEWs local

Photo: Facebook.
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Recently my colleague Ric Reilly 
published an article in South Florida Gay 
News (SFGN) about gay campgrounds 

in the United States. Reilly’s article was 
criticized for omitting certain campgrounds, 
mainly Vitambi Springs in nearby Clewiston. 

Another gay camp-
ground that was left out 
of Reilly’s piece (though 
he probably did not know 
about it) was Whispering 
Oaks Retreat (www.
mywhisperingoaks.org), an 
all-male clothing optional 
resort in central Tennessee.

Whispering Oaks 
Retreat, not to be confused 
with Whispering Oaks 
Campground in Manchester, 
TN (a “family owned 
campground”), is located 
near Mount Pleasant, 1 ½ 
hours SW of Nashville. 
Though not as famous as 
Timberfell Lodge in east 
Tennessee, Whispering 
Oaks has earned a reputation for itself during 
its half decade as a gay resort. 

Like other clothing-optional campgrounds, 
Whispering Oaks is rustic and private; nestled 
in “a scenic natural wooded environment on 

a creek” which, in my humble opinion, is a 
perfect place for a bare buns and boots hike. 
(Vitambi Springs is another.) 

It has a heated pool, a hot tub, a kitchen, 
deluxe cabins with a shared bath, private 
rooms with private baths, private cabins, 

and a bunk house with 
bunks. Since my idea of 
“roughing it” is staying in a 
room with air conditioning, 
I appreciate Whispering 
Oaks’ creature comforts. On 
the other hand, if you want 
to pitch a tent, you can do 
that, too. Whispering Oaks 
provides its members (it is a 
private club, as is common 
with gay campgrounds) 
with tent sites and RV sites 
with full hookups.

Whispering Oaks 
provides its members with 
a variety of events, or even 
nothing to do if you are so 
inclined. But Whispering 
Oaks’ best-attended events 

are sponsored by California Men Enjoying 
Naturism (CMEN), which calls itself “an 
international social organization for gay and 
bisexual men who enjoy being nude for 
social and recreational activities.” (www.

Jesse’s Journal

A WeeK AT WhiSpeRing OAKS
Jesse Monteagudo

LIke oTheR 
cLoThIng-
opTIonAL 

cAMpgRoUndS, 
WhISpeRIng 

oAkS IS RUSTIc 
And pRIvATe.

ConviCtions

Jesse Monteagudo is a freelance writer and journalist. He has been an active 
member of South Florida's LGBT community for more than four decades and has 
served in various community organizations.

cmen.info) Though most CMEN events are, 
obviously, in California – CMEN’s main event, 
the West Coast Gathering, will be held in 
Santa Monica September 2-11 - CMEN hosts 
its Summer Camp, Southeast Gathering and 
late-September Open House at Whispering 
Oaks.

For the last two years I have had the 
pleasure of attending CMEN’s Southeast 
Gathering at Whispering Oaks. Though it is 
not as well-attended (or as expensive) as the 
Gay Naturist International Gathering in the 
Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania, CMEN’s 
SE Gathering is a near-perfect get together 
for those of us who live nearby, hate crowds, 
or can’t get out of work during the first week 
of school. (This year’s event, held June 5-12, 
was only marred at the end by the tragic news 
from Orlando.) 

The Southeast Gathering describes itself 
as “a full week of all male, all nude fun, 
fresh air, camaraderie, activities, shows and 
workshops.” In addition to the bare buns 
and boots hikes (watch out for the ticks!), I 

enjoyed naked yoga, social hour, playtime by 
the pool, workshops, playshops, camp-style 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, game shows, 
beauty contests, movies and the company of 
other, like-minded men. Participants add to 
the camaraderie and keep the costs down by 
doing various chores around the camp; and 
everyone gets together in one big circle by the 
flagpole before dinner.

In addition to gay or bisexual men from 
around the world who attend the Southeast 
Gathering, Whispering Oaks Retreat is a 
popular weekend getaway for men who live 
in central Tennessee or north Alabama. 
Tennessee has a thriving LGBT community, 
not only in obvious places like Nashville but 
also in mid-sized cities like Clarksville. I 
met some nice locals at camp, including two 
country bears who own a nearby farm and a 
bisexual Army veteran who is an AIDS social 
worker in Nashville. In fact, I enjoyed myself so 
much that I plan to go to next year’s Southeast 
Gathering, from June 4 to 11. Perhaps I will see 
you then. 

Photo: mywhisperingoaks.org.
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By Michael d’Oliveira
The end of free parking at the shopping plaza on Wilton 

Drive and Northeast 6 Avenue, across from The Shoppes 
of Wilton Manors, has drawn the ire of Scott Herman.

Unlike government-owned parking lots, privately-
owned lots aren’t required to provide free parking to 
individuals with disabled permits. But Herman, a disabled 
Iraq War veteran and Oakland Park Commission candidate, 
called the change “dishonorable and disgraceful,” a 
“declaration of war” and an attempt to “profit” off of 
veterans and other disabled individuals.

Herman said it’s not fair to charge disabled individuals 
for parking because it often takes them longer to get in 
and out of their cars, resulting in less parking time for 
the same money paid by a person without disabilities. He 
also criticized the signage, saying the multiple companies 
allowed to tow from the plaza could be confusing to 
someone who gets towed. The handicapped signs also 
don’t inform drivers that they have to pay. A handicapped 
driver might not know they have to pay and get towed, said 
Herman. That could result in a loss of access to medication.

He called upon the community to place pressure on the 
business owners and the shopping plaza’s owner to stop 
charging for handicapped parking. “It’s an embarrassment 
upon the community itself. Those business owners should 
be yelling.”

In an email from Asta Parking, the company overseeing 
the lot, to Herman, Regional Manager Rich Haestier wrote 
that a lot of private lots charge for disabled parking. A call 
to Haestier was not returned in time for publication. The 
Gazette was also unable to reach the owner of the plaza.

Under the new rules, parking is free for all customers 
for the first hour. After that, parking is $2 per hour, $5 for 
three hours and $10 for six hours. Customers still need to 
register their vehicle at the meter to claim their one-hour 
of free parking. The receipt must be placed on the dash of 
the vehicles. Those who don’t pay run the risk of having 
their vehicle booted or towed.

Nick Berry, who co-owns Courtyard Café, said the 

owner didn’t give him and the other tenants enough 
warning about the new meters. “He put the pay parking 
in and didn’t even ask us.” After the meters were installed, 
Berry and the other tenants met with the owner and he 
agreed to let employees park for free and to let customers 
have one free hour of parking.

But Berry said he lost business from customers before 
the one-hour of free parking was instituted and he’s had 
to spend money on advertising to inform customers they 
have one hour of free parking. He added that he has not 
ruled out a lawsuit against the owner.

Other business owners said they’re glad the parking 
meters were installed. 

“Before, we had a lot of people [who aren’t customers] 
park for three, four, five hours. No one needs more than 
an hour,” said Adam Ghazawnah, owner of True Blue 
Clothing.

“Bottom line, Wilton Manors in general has a very 
serious parking problem. Ours has been abused for way 
too long. Most people don’t even shop at our plaza,” said 
Leor Barak, owner of New York Grilled Cheese. He said he 
understands why the owner installed meters – to pay for 
the repaving and restriping that was mandated by the city.

Antonio Dumas, owner of To The Moon, said there 
are pros and cons. He likes the look of the repaved lot and 
he understands that paying for parking is something that 
happens almost everywhere now.

“It happens to all small towns. You go to Lauderdale-
By-The-Sea, there’s no free parking down there. If you 
want to go to a business, you’re going to go.” Parking is just 
a price people have to pay.

As for deterring non-customers from taking up space, 
Dumas doesn’t think it will work.

He said a lot of people won’t mind paying for three 
hours of parking for the convenience of parking at the 
plaza, which is located near the largest concentration of 
bars and restaurants on Wilton Drive. “Big deal. I’ll pay for 
three hours for the convenience.” WMG
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Owner of parking lot ignores Gazette’s request for comment 
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Sitting down to read the local papers this past week, I was shocked 
and dismayed to see the full-page paid political advertisement by 
the Broward Chapter of the Log Cabin Republicans published in the 
Florida Agenda newspaper. 

I am all for the free expression of beliefs and opinions, but this 
ad lacked any substance of factual reality. Who are these people 
that make this stuff up? Who is behind the list of lies and made-
up exaggerations? Does Donald Trump offer Broward Republicans 
nothing good or positive to say in their political ads that they feel 
such a need to discredit and smear their opponent with such lies? 

While Donald Trump’s casino empire was collapsing all across 
Atlantic City and Trump University was robbing students of their 
dreams and money, Hillary Clinton was serving this nation as a 
U.S. Senator and then as Secretary of State. I can understand how 
the Broward Log Cabin Republicans might not have much positive 
material to work with here. However, there is a limit to how low you 
can go before you expose yourself as a hateful, desperate group of 
liars that will stop at nothing to achieve your goals. Perhaps not the 
best selling points for any organization, unless you are striving to be 
a local branch of the KKK. 

So let’s go back to who is involved with this organization.  Past 
President and contact person for the Broward Log Cabin Republicans, 
Sandy Steen, is our own Wilton Manors Pioneer. Having served this 
community on the Wilton Manors City Commission and then as 
Mayor back in the ‘80s and early ‘90s, it is now sad to see her slinging 
mud in the gutter. 

Along with her, is the current candidate running for City 
Commission, Celeste Ellich, who serves as Vice Chair of the 
Broward Republican Executive Committee.  The Broward Log Cabin 
Republicans are officially chartered by the State Republican Party 
and listed as a Club operating under the direction of the Broward 
Republican Executive Committee. Shame, shame, shame on both of 
you. 

One of the most offensive lies in the ad reads; “Hillary will throw 
LGBT’s under the bus, along with Jews, to curry favor with Muslims 
and kowtow to immigrants who uphold Sharia Law, which condemns 
gays to death, denies equal rights to women, and suppresses our 
freedoms of religion and speech.”  Once you finish laughing at its 
absurdity, where does one begin to point out all that is wrong with 
this statement? 

You can just see the bigotry and racism foaming from their 
mouths with words like kowtow, Jews, Muslims, and Sharia Law. Yes, 
it’s all true, Hillary Clinton, the first woman President will gut the 
Constitution, uphold Sharia Law, deny women’s rights, and allow 
gays to be condemned to death… Wow, and in the real world? 

Why would the LGBT community fear Hillary kowtowing to 
Muslims when the real fear is the Republican Party kowtowing 
to the fanatical religious right with the selection of Mike Pence as 
their nominee for Vice President?  Trump’s selection of Mike Pence 
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Smear Campaign 
By Sal Torre 

Community

Wilton Drive public meeting set for Sept. 13
Members of the public will have an opportunity to attend a meeting about the proposed changes to 

Wilton Drive on Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 5:30 p.m. at Fort Lauderdale High School. The changes will involve 
the proposed lane reduction of the street. WMG
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was a clear signal that our interest had just been thrown under 
the bus.  Mike Pence, as Governor of Indiana, signed a bill to jail 
same-sex couples who applied for marriage licenses, supported a 
constitutional amendment to ban marriage equality, wanted to divert 
funds from HIV prevention to conversion therapy, and opposed the 
repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell. Perhaps it’s Pence and his followers 
in the Republican Party, such as Pat Robertson and Kevin Swanson, 
who would like to see gays condemned to death. Who would you fear 
most, Hillary Clinton or Mike Pence? 

I guess it’s open season for hatred, bigotry and lies. How can 
one blame Sandy and Celeste, when ‘The Donald’ has blazed such 
a clear path for them to follow? The Republican mantra now is to 
smear your opponents, make up lies, and say it aggressively and loud 
enough, over and over, until people believe it’s the truth.

Unfortunately, we will have to endure another two months of this 
insanity. But do not take it sitting down. We need to stand up and 
call out our neighbors on their behavior, let them know that it’s not 
acceptable to lie and smear people’s character and service to this 
great nation. We must demand some level of civility, respect, and 
morality. We are better than this…

And that is what makes life just better here in Wilton Manors…
WMG

Log Cabin Republicans should be ashamed 
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I am writing this column from Realtor Ground Zero – direct 
from the site of the Florida Realtors 100th Annual Convention in 
Orlando.

The theme of the convention is “Celebration:  A Century of 
Service.” And it’s true – a whole bunch of real estate has changed 
hands in Florida in the last 100 years. (A whole bunch of real 
estate has even been created in Florida in the last 100 years!)

At our best, what Realtors do is important, and can fill an 
important need, in my opinion. But the world is changing and 
Realtors are in a transitional space. And this very event spotlights 
it.

As Realtors, we straddle two worlds. I’ve written of it in previous 
columns, an old world and a new. When I was in college a famous 
“futurist” author came to speak at my campus and made the 
provocative comment, “I have seen the future, and it is Florida.” 

It was not meant as a compliment. What he meant was, 
our country (like Florida) was going to be old, infirm, boring, 
conservative, unproductive, underinvesting in infrastructure…

As it turns out, he was right, but in a far different way than 
he thought. Florida, like much of America, is becoming more 
diverse, multiracial, multi-ethnic, and international. And several 
states have higher median ages now than does Florida.

Still, Realtors, as a lot, demographically skew older. But as I 
have argued before (in my prior column actually), I believe it is 
important to understand what it is the client wants, meet them 

where they are, and work to deliver the kind of experience they 
expect in their day to day life.

Here at the convention, the message on that score I would say is 
mixed. Some clearly “get it.” Many do not. Part of the convention 
is a decently-large trade show with various vendors selling 
products and services.  Sometimes you can get an idea from the 
vendors; more likely you can learn what not to do. Many times I 
have said (to other Realtors, mainly) that there are a great many 
vendors with a high degree of interest in separating Realtors from 
their money. 

Of more value at the convention are the educational sessions 
where demonstrations of cutting edge apps, and offhand 
comments from presenters and attendees, will usually more than 
pay for the entire trip. But if you don’t come, you don’t learn. And 
not all that many come.

Yes, Jay Leno came to help us celebrate Year 100. I don’t think 
a lot of the members see what is coming. Right now there are 
more than 160,000 Realtors in Florida – almost 70,000 between 
Miami and West Palm Beach. How many even know there was a 
convention? WMG

James Oaksun, Broward’s Real Estate Geek(SM), is Broker-
Owner of New Realty Concepts in Oakland Park. In addition to 
having degrees from Dartmouth and Cornell, he is a Graduate of 
the Realtor Institute (GRI).

What to Expect for Year 101
Real Estate Geek

By James Oaksun
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City Could Offer More Money 
to Attract Tri-Rail Station

When it comes to getting one of the Tri-Rail 
stations state officials have planned along the FEC 
railway, some have been critical of the city’s efforts 
so far.

That includes business owner Joe Pallant. 
“The city needs to find a way [to get a station],” 

wrote Pallant in an email to The Gazette. Pallant 
has repeatedly criticized the city for not doing 
enough to get a station built.

Now, Commissioner Tom Green wants more 
done.

At the budget meeting on Aug. 23, Green 
criticized the reduction of money set aside to help 
build a station in the city, from $10,000 to $5,000. 
“It’s going to take local money. I don’t want the 
cause [of not getting a station] to be [we] didn’t care. 
We ought to be doing something more specific to 
remind [the state] we’re here,” Green said. 

A proponent of the environment and mass 
transportation, Green said getting a station would 
increase property values and the city’s value as a 
destination.

But Vice Mayor Scott Newton said even 
$10,000 is still not going to catch anyone’s 
attention. “Let’s do something that makes a big 
difference.” He suggested possibly $200,000 from 
the reserves. The money wouldn’t necessarily 
come from the reserves but would be a temporary 
measure. If Wilton Manors were chosen for a 

station, the city’s share of the money could be 
taken from another part of the budget.

Sal Torre, president of the Westside Association 
of Wilton Manors, said the city shouldn’t hold back 
on trying to get a station.

State officials want to use the existing FEC 
railway to expand Tri-Rail and offer commuter 
service in the eastern part of Miami-Dade, Broward 
and Palm Beach counties. Twenty-five stations are 
planned from Miami to Jupiter. 

If chosen, the Wilton Manors station would 
most likely be east of Dixie Highway and south of 
Five Points. Oakland Park could also be chosen 
for a station. If Wilton Manors is not chosen in the 
first round, it could be given a station in the second 
round.

To help attract a station, city officials have been 
trying to increase the density of the Dixie Highway 
area south of Five Points, which runs alongside 
the railway, as well as designating Dixie as a 
Transportation Oriented Corridor.

However, officials from the Florida Department 
of Transportation have said station location choices 
could come down to ridership potential and not 
necessarily any money provided. Wilton Manors’ is 
also between Oakland Park and Fort Lauderdale, 
two cities that could also receive stations. The 
city might not get a station if the stations in its two 
neighbors are too close. WMG

By Michael d’Oliveira

Business

City Hires Firm for Andrews Avenue, 
Oakland Park Corridor Study

By Michael d’Oliveira

Study
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Commissioner Tom Green thinks the city should be held to the 
same standards as developers and individuals building a home.

At the Aug. 23 commission meeting, Green requested that the 
city’s process for granting variances be placed on the agenda for 
the Sept. 13 commission meeting.

Green brought up the issue in response to the Planning and 
Zoning Board granting the city three out of four variances it 
requested for its new parking lot at Northeast 23 Drive and 
Northeast 11 Avenue. The variances included a reduction in 
landscaping and set-back requirements. The only one denied 
was the city’s request to put in a plastic fence instead of a six-foot 
high concrete wall. Green, a big advocate of green space, also 
expressed disappointment at the reduction in landscaping.

One resident who lives next to the parking lot also spoke 
against the reduction of landscaping. “I can see doing a little bit 
[of landscape reduction to get more spaces] but not maxing it out 
completely,” he said.

Roberta Moore, Community Development Services 
director, said the variances were requested so that the city 
could maximize the number of parking spaces – 23. The fence 
was proposed to save money. “It was a cost issue,” she said. 
The estimated cost to pave the lot will be between $225,000 

and $230,000. The cost to purchase the land was $447,000.
Green asked if a private developer would be allowed to 

maximize the space on their property in order to make more 
money. “I wonder what we would say.”

Commissioner Justin Flippen said he appreciated Green’s 
concern about the city telling others “do as I say, not as I do.” 

But he and other commissioners disagreed with Green’s view, 
saying that the city has to go through the same process as anyone 
else.

Constance Ruppender, Planning and Zoning member, said 
a double standard does exist but it isn’t in the city’s favor. “It’s 
quite the opposite because they’re held to a higher standard, 
a much higher standard than the homeowner.” She said the 
higher standard is because the city has to protect itself more from 
liability.

Mayor Gary Resnick suggested the city-requested variances 
would possibly go before the commission before being sent to 
Planning and Zoning. 

But Commissioner Scott Newton didn’t see a difference 
because, per the city charter, the Planning and Zoning Board has 
the final say on granting variances. “No matter how you slice it, 
it’s the same thing.” WMG

Green Questions if City Gets Better Treatment 
on Parking Variances

Community

Michael d’Oliveira

In its pursuit of the economic 
improvement for Andrews Avenue and 
Oakland Park Boulevard, the city has 
hired Mellgren Planning Group to initiate 
a corridor study of the two streets.

Commissioners approved the contract 
at their meeting on Aug. 23. Mellgren 
will be paid $16,200 to develop the study. 
Mellgren’s work includes coming up with 
land use map amendments, reviewing 
traffic studies and creating an outline of 
the Transit Oriented Corridor boundaries.

City officials hope that they can 
replicate, at least partially, the success of 
Wilton Drive.

“The City of Wilton Manors has 
been active in studying its commercial 
corridors to determine ways to enhance 
the economic activity and look for the 
means to redevelop the corridor to make 
the City more pedestrian oriented. The 
goal of studying these corridors is to 
proactively

attract economic development 
investors to the City of Wilton Manors and 
to provide a more livable environment,” 
wrote Roberta Moore, Community 
Development Services director.

Recently, the city has taken a more pro-
active stance on its major thoroughfares. 
After a pawn shop opened on Andrews 
Avenue next to St. Clement’s Catholic 
Church, the commission changed its zoning 
laws [after passing a moratorium] to try and 
restrict the kind of businesses moving to that 
street. “It’s unfortunate [the moratorium] 
didn’t occur before some of these businesses 
expanded,” said Mayor Gary Resnick in 2013.  
WMG

Commissioner Tom Green
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Commissioner Justin Flippen doesn’t 
want the term “survivor” applied to 
anymore LGBT youth.

Flippen, a survivor of conversion 
therapy, took the lead on an ordinance 
that bans the practice of conversion 
therapy within Wilton Manors. Flippen 
said he was not a minor at the time he 
went through conversion therapy and 
was not forced to participate by his 
parents. But wants to ensure the practice, 
which can lead to suicide, is banned.

Passed unanimously by the 
commission on Aug. 23, the new law 
prohibits licensed professionals from 
engaging in counseling that attempts 
to change a minor’s sexual orientation 
or gender identity. The penalty for 
violations is $200 for every day that the 
therapy takes place.

Often called reparative therapy, the 
controversial practice has already been 
banned by Washington, D.C. and several 
states, including California, Oregon, 
New Jersey and New York.

In March, two bills in the Florida 
legislature, HB 137 and SB 258, that 
would have made conversion therapy 
illegal for minors in the state, failed to 
get out of committee.  In June, Miami 
Beach passed a ban on the practice.

The practice is also opposed by 
multiple professional psychiatric and 
health organizations, including the 
American Medical Association [AMA] 
and American Psychological Association.

On its website, the AMA states that 
it “opposes, the use of ‘reparative’ or 
‘conversion’ therapy that is based upon 
the assumption that homosexuality per 
se is a mental disorder or based upon 
the a priori assumption that the patient 
should change his/her homosexual 
orientation.” 

Justin Klecha, director of campaigns 
for SAVE, an organization that fights 
anti-LGBT discrimination, said the 
city’s actions sends the right “message 
to our youth.” He added that his 
organization was going from city to city 
to urge other commission’s to do the 
same.

But not everyone thinks the 
commission should be focused on issues 
like this.

Resident Benjamin Little, at a 
commission meeting in July, said officials 
should worry more about matters that 
have a larger impact on the city. In 2010, 
he also criticized the commission for 
spending time on sending a resolution to 
state and federal lawmakers that called 
for banning oil drilling off of Florida’s 
coast in response to the BP oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico.

“The electorate is getting tired of 
this. Don’t fix things which aren’t 
broken. You have bigger fish to fry,” said 
Little in July. “They are Wilton Manors 
Commissioners, not people who are 
tasked with saving the rest of the world.” 
WMG

Commission Bans LGBT 
Conversion Therapy

Health

Michael d’Oliveira

• • • www.WMGAZETTE.com • • •

Commissioner Justin FlippenMultiple Car Tires Slashed 
in Wilton Manors

By Michael d’Oliveira

x

When Timothy Sweat woke up for 
his bike ride the morning of Aug. 17, he 
saw one of the tires of a vehicle in the 
parking lot of his condo complex had 
been slashed.

Then, Sweat, who lives at Wilton 
Place on Northeast 26 Avenue behind 
the Texaco on Wilton Drive, noticed his 
own car had a tire slashed. That’s when 
he knew it wasn’t just a lover’s quarrel 
or another isolated incident. According 
to the police report, 12 vehicles had 
been vandalized resulting in over 
$1,000 in damage. The tires were 
slashed sometime the night before.

Every car in his building had been 
hit as well as many others in the 
surrounding neighborhood. “OK, 
I guess we got to get the cops,” he 
said after realizing the extent of the 
vandalism.

Sweat has lived at Wilton Place for 
four years. He said this is the first time 
something like this has happened. “It’s 
a nice quiet building with professionals. 
We were kind of shocked.”

Asked if he feels less safe after the 
vandalism, he responded, “I feel pissed 
off.”

He also feels it was a hate crime.
“If you can figure out why an 

individual would do this for no reason I 

would gladly listen. I would say it is hate related 
or a very sick man. Either way, we are thankful 
he did not have a gun instead.”

Chief Paul O’Connell said it’s too early for 
his department to declare the vandalism a hate 
crime. Once more evidence is found or the 
suspect is caught, then, he said, they will be in a 
better position to determine motive.

Sweat said a surveillance camera on a nearby 
home recorded a white male in his 30s or 40s 
committing the crime.

Sweat said he’s asked his condo board to put 
in security cameras and offered to help pay for 
them if needed.  WMG

Anyone with information on the crime is asked to contact Broward 
Crime Stoppers at 954-493-8477 or the Wilton Manors Police 

Department at 954-390-2150.
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The ballooning costs of providing security 
for Wicked Manors could force the event’s 
organizers to withdraw.

Robert Boo, CEO of The Pride Center, 
said the usual cost of $9,000 has tripled to 
$27,000 because of the attacks in Orlando 
and France. “This is our new world,” he 
said. Mayor Gary Resnick agreed, saying 
that the cost of future events would be more 
expensive.

“It’s the most dangerous kind of event 
because you can dress however you want 
[and hide weapons or explosives],” said 
Commissioner Tom Green.

The increased in security costs would cut 
severely into the profits from the event, said 
Boo. According to a financial audit in 2015, 
The Pride Center made a profit of $31,000 
during Wicked Manors in 2014.

To help defray the costs, The Pride Center 
reached out to Wilton Manors officials in the 
hopes of getting the city to help cover the 
cost of additional security. 

Boo said it wouldn’t make sense for his 
organization to take on an event of this 
magnitude by itself because the city benefits 
from the increase in visitors and exposure 
that stems from the event. “It’s a win-win.”

Boo said other ways are being explored, 
including possibly a GoFundMe page. 
“We’ve got to get it from somewhere.”

On Aug. 23, the commission approved 
up to $10,000 for public safety. It wasn’t all 
specifically earmarked for Wicked Manors 
but commissioners gave City Manager Leigh 
Ann Henderson the discretion to decide 
how much of it would be used to help cover 

the security costs of the event.
“This is not necessarily going to be a 

recurring policy,” said Commissioner Justin 
Flippen.

Resnick said he wanted to use the money 
as leverage to get The Pride Center to look 
for more sponsors. Resnick also suggested 
that the city should look for federal and state 
grants to help with the cost.  

Commissioner Julie Carson said she 
wanted to give organizers an answer so they 
could move forward with planning the event.

Business owner Doug Cureton said it was 
important to have the event “and not give 
into fear and terror.”

Resident Michael Rajner criticized 
the commission for giving money to a 
festival but still not approving money for 
transgender healthcare. He also criticized 
the commission for not trying to find a 
solution during its budget workshops. 
Rajner said the city has been a leader on 
other LGBT issues but failed on this one. “I 
really would have expected the city to take a 
little bit of leadership. It’s a shame.”

Carson has brought the issue up before 
this year’s budget meetings but it was not 
approved. Her fellow commissioners said 
they agreed with adding the coverage in 
principal but could not justify the cost.

The estimated cost for providing 
transgender healthcare, which would 
include hormone replacement therapy 
and gender reassignment surgery, would 
be $32,500 per year. That would be money 
spent regardless of whether or not a city 
employee utilized the coverage. WMG

Pride Center May Pull Out of Wicked 
Manors Over Security Costs 

Community

Michael d’Oliveira

City pitches in; criticized for choosing a party
over trans healthcare 
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PEACE   PEACE   PEACE   PIPEPIPEPIPE LOWEST PRICES • LARGEST 
SELECTION GUARANTEED • 

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
ALL YOUR VAPOR NEEDS!

Over 1,000 SQ FT.
GLASSROOM!

LARGEST
SELECTION

OPEN MON - SAT: 10AM - 9PM • SUN: 12 - 6 PM
EVERYTHING YOU NEED! MORE THAN YOU EXPECT!

INCENSE + CANDLES + TAPESTRIES • ASHTRAYS • TORCH LIGHTERS • 
FLASKS • BODY JEWELRY • GAMES • ROLLING TOBACCO • POSTERS • 

STATUES • FIGURINES • T-SHIRTS • LOTS MORE!

DIESEL • LEFT COAST • MEDICALI •
ROOR • GRAV LABS • SILIKA • PULSE • 

TSUNAMI & MORE!

HOOKAHS • SHISHA • ROLLING PAPERS 
• VAPORIZERS • ELECTRIC CIGARETTES 

• ELIQUIDS • ZIPPOS • TOBACCO 
ACCESSORIES

The Best Since 1996          15 Minutes From The Beach or I-95
954-267-9005

4800 N. DIXIE HIGHWAY, FORT LAUDERDALE
JUST SOUTH OF COMMERCIAL BLVD

@PEACEPIPEFORTLAUDERDALE

754-779-7007
821 N. FEDERAL HWY., FORT LAUDERDALE

JUST SOUTH OF SEARS TOWN NEXT TO CUBBY HOLE

FACEBOOK.COM/PEACEPIPEFL

Two
Locations!
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VOTE FOR YOUR 
FAVORITES! Vote for your favorite 

South Florida businesses

Throughout August our readers nominated their favorites in each “Best Of” 
category. Now in September readers like you will vote for the fi nalists. 

Visit sfgn.com/BestOf2016

Best Restaurant
Best Take Out

Best Pizza
Best Guest House

Best Neighborhood Bar
Best Nightclub

Best Place To Shop

Best Happy-Hour
Best Pet Groomers
Best Coffee Shop
Best Drag Queen

Best Movie Theater
Best City to Live In

Best Non-Profi t

Best Gym
Best Live Theater

Best Business Group
Best Beach

Best Hair Salon
Best Spa

... And many more!

Scan to vote!

it’s time!
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We all know that the App Store is 
filled with choices of online dating 
apps to meet men. With apps like 

Grindr, Jack’d, and GROWLr, the list of 
gay apps that hate the letter E is growing 
expediently. But the App Store is seriously 
lacking when it comes to similar fetish 
interests. That is, until now anyways.

For a low monthly fee, you can join 
the app called Sizzel. Sexy Australian 
entrepreneur Naum Mileski was never 
afraid to push the boundaries of society. 
While travelling the world, the 33-year-old 
was able to see the way others expressed 
their fetish and realized the community 
needed an app to connect with each other. 
He chose the fetish capital Berlin, where 
he previewed the app in gay clubs for 
feedback on refining the app. Sizzel just 
made its debut in America and is already 
connecting gay men interested in trying 
different flavors of fetishes.

Unlike other fetish apps like Recon and 
Kinkd (seriously, what’s with the shortage 
of the letter E on the App Store?), Sizzel 
uses color codes to pair men by their 
pleasures. If you are a fan of colored 
handkerchiefs at the clubs, then you are 
familiar with these. The colors come in 
different flavors — black, blue, baby blue, 
gray, orange, purple, red, yellow, and 
brown. Each hue signifies a significant 
fetish, ranging from purple for body 
piercings, gray for bondage, light blue for 
oral, yellow for water play, all the way to 
orange where anything goes. There is a 
color for every man on the app.

When you sign up for Sizzel, users can 

enjoy up to 60 profiles at a time, ample 
time to send photos and select favorites. 
For the more socially active, a premium 
membership gives you unlimited access 
to all profiles, full uploads of video and 
galleries, complete control over the fetish 
filter, and the ability to make your profile 
invisible to other users in case you’d like a 
bit of privacy. See below for a breakdown 
of the two memberships. 

free user:
▶ Upload public photos
▶ Unlimited blocks
▶ Unlimited favorites 
▶ report offensive users

subscription user:
▶ Unlimited video upload
▶ Private gallery access
▶ Unlimited views of other profiles
▶ ability to find your match
▶ Private gallery, upload up to 15 photos.
▶ Video Gallery
▶ Video upload in chat window 
▶ map location option where you can 
select ▶ another area to view profiles
▶ Can view unlimited profiles of other 
users. 
▶ ability to appear offline while browsing 
(invisible mode)
▶ filter users

Sounds like fun? Sizzel can be 
downloaded on Apple’s App Store for 
iPhone and Google’s Play Store for Android. 
You can also find more information about 
Sizzel on Sizzelapp.com. 

neW App FOR FeTiSh FAnS
Chris Ayala 

Chris Ayala studied screenwriting and worked in television in Los Angeles 
before pursing his dream of writing novels. He currently resides in Fort 
Lauderdale where he’s published two series: the fantasy saga “The Last 
Days” and the gay concentration camp novella “Confinement.”

LIfEstyLE tech addict

editorial Cartoon                By Andy Marlette

ConviCtions

@SoFlaGayNews

K E E P  Y O U R  E Y E S  O N

South Florida Gay News

SouthFloridaGayNews

GayGayGayGayGay

It’s about time. It’s about us. A paper that speaks with you, to you, and about you.

A paper that pulls no punches, protects our friends, defends our allies, and 
defi nes our adversaries. Our goal is to have you make our paper your home page.

Welcome to the South Florida Gay News.

SFGN.com



36  •   9.7.2016

 thE    CoLorfUL    s IDE    of 

meetup.com 
Tucker Berardi 

fEatUrE dating

it’s always great to get involved in one’s community. 
you get to meet new friends and make important 
connections, all while having fun and keeping busy. 

the LGBt community is rich and offers a large number of social groups 
and networking opportunities — especially in south florida — so finding 
the perfect group may feel like finding a needle in a haystack. meetUp.
com is an attempt to gather local community groups to be perused by site-
goers, making the process of finding the perfect social group much more 
convenient. 

here are some of the most popular LGBt south florida groups on meetUp 
right now. 

• gAy vistA sociAl club •
meetup.com/gvscmiAmi

“Our mission is to create a safe and fun 
environment for gay men … to build an 
educated group of educated gay men,” said 
Jonathan Barrio, founder of the Gay Vista 
Social Club. 

The club is for millennials (around the 
ages 18-40) who want to meet gay friends 
outside of the clubbing scene. Noticing 
that much of the LGBT social 
environment revolved 
around clubs and bars, 
the Gay Vista Social 
Club was created as an 
attempt to offer a social 
experience outside of 
the drama and noise of the 
clubbing scene. 

The club aims to host one event a week, 
and dates and times can be found on their 
MeetUp calendar. 

“Maybe just find new friends, maybe 
network, maybe find the man of your 
dreams, trade business referrals, and 
explore the hidden gems and activities 
of the beautiful city of Miami and its 
surrounding areas have to offer!” reads the 
group’s Facebook page. 

• glees •
meetup.com/gleeclub

“Looking to meet new and interesting 
gays and lesbians in the Ft Lauderdale/
Miami/Palm Beach area? This is the group 
for you! This group is for gay and lesbian 
looking to meet new people in a fun and 
exciting atmosphere,” reads the GLEEs 
MeetUp page. 

The Gay and Lesbian Excursion and 
Events (GLEEs) group offers a mix of events 
and meet ups around Wilton Manors. They 
cater to people who are new to the area who 
need help finding their way around town as 
well as people who have lived in the area for 
a while. 

There is no membership cost, and 
along with hosted events, the club offers 
discussions every Monday night at 7 p.m. 

• pAlm beAch treAsure 
coAst lesbiAn & gAy 

professionAls •
meetup.com/gAypros-262

This club is for socialites who want to 
expand their professional network. The 
second Tuesday of every month the club 
hold events which feature “fun activities 

and dynamic like-minded individuals,” 
according to the MeetUp page. Events begin 
at 6:30 p.m. and go to about 8:30 p.m. 

Along with networking events and 
discussions, the group also participates in 
a variety of activities along with kayaking, 
bike riding, golfing, boating, snorkeling and 
scuba diving, beach parties, fossil hunting, 
dining, game nights and much more. 

“We welcome cheerful like-minded 
people to join us and expand our network of 
professional gays and lesbians while we offer 
worthwhile activities and the opportunity to 
come together for a night out and making 
new friends in Palm Beach County, Boynton 
and Lake Worth to Hobe Sound, Stuart, 
Port St Lucie and all the surrounding areas,” 
reads MeetUp. 

The full list of events, times and locations 
can be found on the group’s MeetUp 
calendar. 

 • young Adult glbt •
meetup.com/young-Adult-glbt

If you head over to the Wilton Manor’s 
Pride Center on Fridays from 8:15 p.m. to 

9:45 p.m. you will wander into the Young 
Adult GLBT social group. The meetings 
start with a brief discussion and move into 
activities such as board games or throwing 
a Frisbee. After the meeting the group goes 
out to eat. 

The 18-35 year-old LGBT members also 
meet up for other events like bowling, laser 
tag, tennis and more. The group is free and 
open to any LGBT youth who are interested. 

• this shift is About to hit 
the fAn – lgbt meetup •

meetup.com/en-Au/the-shift-is-
About-to-hit-the-fAn-networking-

meetup

This club is for the dreamers who want to 
share their goals and accomplishments with 
like-minded, creative individuals. 

“Come share and hear about individual 
dreams, passions, desires, life milestones 
and successes … all of the great things 
[desired] in your life,” reads the club’s 
description on MeetUp. “Network, become 
friends, have fun, and most importantly be 
open and willing to shift and look at life 

o

Looking to meet new people? skip
Grindr and check out meetup
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SERVING WILTON MANORS FOR OVER 31 YEARS!

this is just a taste of the LGBt groups and clubs available in south florida. 
to see the full list of clubs, events, and activities that cater to every type of 

individual, check meetUp.com.

fEatUrE dating

from a creative and growth perspective.” 
The group is looking for people willing 

to “stretch and grow.” This forum-
style club encourages discussion and 
brainstorming at their meetings — held 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of every month at 7 p.m.

“Now is the time to live the life of your 
dreams. Surround yourself with local 
LGBT individuals and supporters of the 
community who are creating great things 
in their lives,” reads MeetUp. 

• gAy gAme night •
meetup.com/gAy-gAme-night-

fort-lAuderdAle

Are you fueled by competition? Do 
you want a social group where you can 
meet new people while simultaneously 
crushing them at a board game? 

Gay Game Night is a competitive 
board game group that chooses games, 
which encourage discussion and group 
participation so that attendees have a 
chance to get to know each other. 

This is a group for those “who enjoy 
playing board and party games as a fun, 
low stress way of meeting people and 
making friends,” according to MeetUp. 

The group has a strict RSVP policy, as 
space (and game pieces) are limited. If 
you want to attend a game night, make 
sure to RSVP early and have a picture of 
yourself on your MeetUp profile. 

 
• miAmi lgbt+ volunteers •

meetup.com/miAmi_lgbt_
volunteers

For those interested in a social group 
that gives back to both LGBT and 
surrounding communities, the Miami 
LGBT+ Volunteers offers community 

service opportunities in an inclusive 
group of like-minded individuals. 

“This is a group of LGBT people and 
our allies in Miami that get together 
to volunteer and support the LGBT 
organizations in our community. In 
addition to volunteering with LGBT 
organizations, we also host regularly-
scheduled volunteer service days for 
LGBT people to get engaged and give 
back to the greater Miami community,” 
according to OutMiami Volunteers. 

The group is run by the OutMiami 
Foundation whose goal is to mobilize 
volunteers to help with Miami’s 
community and local LGBT organizations 
while also building an engaged 
community that offers networking 
and philanthropic opportunities and 
supporting existing LGBT organizations. 

• wilton mAnors glbtQ 
v-bAllers •

meetup.com/wilton-mAnors-
beginners-intermediAte-glbt-

volleybAll

Come to the Hagen Park sand 
volleyball court on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to participate in 
beginner- and intermediate-skill level 
recreational volleyball. Everyone is 
welcome and, according to the MeetUp 
page, all you need to participate is “a 
willingness to learn and improve at the 
game and to have a fun time with your 
fellow GLBTQ friends and anyone else 
who wants to join in.” 

Get active and meet fellow members 
of the GLBTQ community while 
also improving your volleyball skill. 
The group is more recreational than 
competitive, providing a much calmer 
(and sportsmanlike) environment. 
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Miami, FL – The Miami-Dade Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (MDGLCC) 
is proud to announce that the chamber 
was awarded a $10,000 grant on Thursday, 
August 25th at the National Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce’s (NGLCC) 2016 
International Business & Leadership 
Conference in Palm Springs, California.

Funded by the Wells 
Fargo Foundation and 
administered by the 
NGLCC, this grant was 
awarded to expand 
capacity and offer 
technical assistance 
to the MDGLCC “RGR” 
Program. The main 
goal of the program 
is to foster the 
development, growth, 
and sustainability of 
certified LGBT business 
enterprises (LGBTBEs®). 

“The ‘RGR’ Program 
will become a vital 
resource to our LGBTBE 
members as they 
develop their businesses 
and engage in strategic planning,” said 
Steve Adkins, MDGLCC President. We have 
supported NGLCC’s Supplier Diversity 
Certification process since its inception 
and this funding will allow us to take that 
support to the next level.  “We are thrilled 

to receive this generous grant from Wells 
Fargo and NGLCC which will allow us to 
begin this program.”

“Wells Fargo is a proud, long-time 
supporter of NGLCC, and we share their 
commitment to helping small business 
owners succeed financially,” said Lisa 
Stevens, head of Small Business for 

Wells Fargo. “We are 
dedicated to providing 
funding that will support 
their entrepreneurship 
and leadership training 
programs, along with 
educational tools and 
resources to help diverse-
owned business in 
communities across 
America grow and thrive.” 

“The National Gay 
& Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to 
see the Miami-Dade Gay 
& Lesbian Chamber of 
Commerce grow as an 
organization and a voice in 
the LGBT owned and allied 
businesses community. 

They have shown tremendous growth in 
the size of their business membership 
and outreach programs, embodying the 
mission that NGLCC has continuously 
strived for,” said Sam McClure, NGLCC 
Senior Vice President. 

mIamI-dade Gay & lesbIan chamber of commerce

Chamber Chat

Wells Fargo and NGLCC Award $10,000 to 

the maIn 
Goal of the 
proGram Is 

to foster the 
development, 
Growth, and 
sustaInabIlIty 

of certIfIed 
lGbt busIness 
enterprIses 
(lGbtbes®). 

the miami-Dade Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce cultivates and promotes the economic 
well-being of the LGBt business community in central florida and their allies through networking, 
education and community development. the mDGLCC currently has over 600 members. for 

additional information, visit www.gaybizmiami.com. 

CommUnIty announcement

About mdglcc:

the national Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce is the business voice of the LGBt 
community and is the largest global not-for-profit advocacy organization specifically dedicated 
to expanding economic opportunities and advancements for LGBt people. nGLCC is the 

exclusive certification body for LGBt-owned businesses. www.nglcc.org | @nGLCC

About nglcc:

Wells fargo & Company (nysE: WfC) is a nationwide, diversified, community-based 
financial services company with $1.9 trillion in assets. founded in 1852 and headquartered 
in san francisco, Wells fargo provides banking, insurance, investments, mortgage, and 
consumer and commercial finance through more than 8,600 locations, 13,000 atms, the 
internet (wellsfargo.com) and mobile banking, and has offices in 36 countries and territories 
to support customers who conduct business in the global economy. With approximately 
268,000 team members, Wells fargo serves one in three households in the United states. 
Wells Fargo & Company was ranked No. 27 on Fortune’s 2016 rankings of America’s largest 
corporations. Wells Fargo’s vision is to satisfy our customers’ financial needs and help them 
succeed financially. Wells fargo perspectives are also available at Wells fargo Blogs and 

Wells fargo stories.

Wells fargo serves approximately 3 million small business owners across the United states 
and loans more money to America’s small businesses than any other bank (2002-2014 CRA 
government data). to help more small businesses achieve financial success, in 2014 Wells 
fargo introduced Wells fargo Works for small Business®  – a broad initiative to deliver 
resources, guidance and services for business owners – and a goal to extend $100 billion in 
new lending to small businesses by 2018. for more information about Wells fargo Works for 

small Business, visit: WellsfargoWorks.com. follow us on twitter @WellsfargoWorks.

About wells fArgo:
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ADVENTURE BEARS
CARIBBEAN

954-566-3377  |   www.cruisedesignstravel.com
paul@cruisedesignst ravel .com

Paul Stalbaum

EUROPEAN GROUP CRUISE

November 5 - 12, 
2017

Sail to Grand Cayman, 
Cozumel, Falmouth & 
Princess Cay
Regal Princess®
Rates begin at $779

July 15 - 22,
2017

Royal Princess®

Depart Athens and end in Barcelona
Santorini, Montenegro, Sicily & Naples
Inside cabins begin at $1409

CUBA TOUR
April 2 - 9,

2017
Four nights Havana & 
three nights Cienfuegos
Cuba’s top hotels & most meals
$3899 plus air fare

1332 E. Commercial Blvd, Oakland Park

954 673-8579
doctorblandvet.com

Pets Need Quality Affordable 
Health Care Too!

Appointments • After Work Hours • House Calls

Nite Life Law
If you drink, don’t drive. If you drive, 
don’t drink. If you do both, call us.

Kent & Cormican
Criminal Defense Law Center
954.763.1900
Norman Elliott Kent & Russell Cormican
12 S.E. 7th Street, Suite 709
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
www.NormKent.com
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“I did almost no training,” the 47-year-old admits. 
“I was so under prepared. I told myself ‘Of course I 
can ride 100 miles in a day.’ I was very innocent to the 
process.”

Miraculously he finished the ride despite all of the 
obstacles he had to overcome.

“It was a pathetic try,” he said, then added “When 
you get it wrong on so many different levels and still 
make it, it proves anyone can do this.”

Since that first try he’s ridden several more times – 
but with a lot more preparation.

“I went to a bike store, got measured and I bought a 
different bike. I reached out to other riders,” he said. 
And of course he trained. “A little bit of training goes 
a long way.”

His advice to newbies: train, ask questions and 
follow instructions.

This year the Smart Ride takes place November 
18-19. And while that’s still a couple of months away 
now is the time for a first timer to start preparing and 
training.

This year will be Lance Hatch’s first time riding. 

The 56-year-old Fort Lauderdale resident has been 
rigorously training which includes “doing laps at 
Hugh Taylor Birch part at least three mornings a week 
to both build up endurance and speed.” 

He plans on adding spin classes to his routine this 
month as well. And once the event gets closer his 
entire team will take some longer rides along A1A to 
Boca and back. 

He’s confident and not nervous or afraid at all.  
“I’m excited and determined. The older I get, 

the more I’m discovering and acting on my newly 
unearthed Type A personality characteristics. I have 
a bit of a competitive streak – mostly with myself to 
explore and exercise my personal best – so I’m nothing, 
if not psyched and enthusiastic, about completing my 
first Smart Ride,” he said. “I’m pretty fearless, too. I 
believe using common sense, training, listening to my 
body, and possessing a positive attitude.” 

The annual bike ride raises money for local HIV-
related charities and is entering its thirteenth year. 
The ride has raised more than $7.3 million since 2003 
with $985,373 being raised last year alone. 

Jason Parsley 

fEatUrE smart ride

What a first-timer 
needs to know 

Top 10 Riders So Far…
1. Joseph Locke – $15,660

2. Eric Krause – $9,326
3. Jason fields – $5,202

4. roland merchant – $3,950
5. Chad Daughtrey – $3,800

6. Jeffrey Brizzi – $3,600
7. Bill Patchett – $3,410

8. Craig mcKimmy – $2,850
9. robert malan – $2,825
10. Edwin Elson – $2,685

Top 10 Teams So Far…
1. mile markers – $23,036

2. yoLo – $17,580
3. training Wheels – $16,663

4. Power In numbers – $16,084
5. CDtC Cyclones – $14,707

6. tampa Bay area Cyclists – $14,692
7. stEam Cycling – $12,079
8. miracle of Love – $11,443

9. Palm Beach Bike Jockeys – $8,948
10. Broward house Give a shift – $8,478

he first time Fort Lauderdale resident Keith Willard rode in the annual two-day 
165-mile Smart Ride he admits he was woefully underprepared. Among other 
things his bike was too small and was only one speed.

Day 2 of smart ride in 2010. Photo by michael Glinter.
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“This year is lucky 13 and our goal has 
not only been to raise money to help those 
infected, affected and at risk for HIV and 
AIDS, but it has been to raise the dialogue 
about HIV and get people to talk about it,” 
said Glen Weinzimer, founder of the Ride. 
“To get those who do not normally talk 
about HIV to put it in their dialogue, to get 
kids (who are at the greatest risk) to learn 
about honoring their bodies, to understand 
the implications and long term affects.”

But in order to accomplish that it takes 
riders – a lot of them. Last year 400 of them 
to be exact.

For many though, just the thought of 
biking 165 miles is overwhelming. 

SFGN wanted to see just what it takes to 
prepare for such an arduous journey.

“It’s a challenge. But allow yourself to 
be challenged. Really take that on. Don’t 
give up,” said Fort Lauderdale resident Uli 
Schackmann. “This ride is very different. 
It’s a loving community that’s moving from 
Miami to Key West. It’s very inspiring. 
Something very profound takes place on this 
ride.”

Weinzimer tells riders not to worry.
“Most of the riders are not professionals. 

They just want to make a difference,” he 
said. “I tell them to look at it as five, 20-
mile rides in the first day. A part of this is 
psychological.”

Weinzimer recommends being able to 
ride 60 miles two days in a row within a few 
weeks before the ride. He said the event is 
fully supported so all of a rider’s needs are 
taken care of during the two day journey.

“We have cheerleaders that will motivate 
you, medical support, water, Gatorade, bike 
techs and food,” he said. “Remember you 
might not have some of these things when 
training on your own to keep you healthy.”

Weinzimer recommends three months of 
training to prepare, which would include three 
15-mile rides a week. He also recommends 
looking for organized training rides on the 
weekends, of which he said are aplenty.

This will be Danny Eguizabal’s third ride. 
The 30-year-old from Miami was inspired 
to give back after working at a camp for 
children that have been affected by HIV. 

“I was moved by how amazing these kids 
were and how resilient they are and made 
any of the issues I face seem so insignificant. 
When I got back from being a counselor, I 
knew I had to do something on a local level,” 
he said. “I had recently fallen in love with 
cycling so when I found out about the Smart 
Ride, it put both my passions together, and I 
knew that I needed to be a part of this great 
organization.” 

His advice to a first timer: remember it’s 
not a race. 

“Rest at the rest stops as much as possible. 
It is not a race and you do not get a prize for 

not taking a break,” he said. “It also allows 
you to get to know the other riders who 
are so great and prove what an amazing 
community has been generated from the 
Smart Ride.” 

Weinzimer emphasizes the Smart Ride is 
not a race. 

“This is not a race,” he said adding that 
the speeds of the riders usually fall between 
12 to 23 miles an hour. “It’s about making a 
difference.”

He also said there are rest stops every 15 to 
20 miles to rest and refuel.

Now and then there are people who do 
fall behind. And if that happens the Smart 
Ride crew will pick a rider up and move them 
forward to help them along the way. No one 
is allowed to ride after dark so everyone has 
to be off of the road by dusk.

Many folks, he said, wrongly believe 
they’re too out shape, not athletic enough, 
too old, etc.

“Our youngest rider was 18 and oldest was 
82,” he said.

For those that take the ride seriously and 
thoroughly prepare, it can offer some health 
benefits such as slimming down, and helping 
to lower blood pressure.

“It’s a really great way to get in shape,” 
Weinzimer said.

The second aspect to the ride that scares 
people off is fundraising. Each rider has to 
commit to raising at least $1,250.

Weinzimer said once you put it out there, 
especially on social media, it’s easy to raise 
the money. And if that doesn’t work many 
people belong to teams who fundraise 
together.

“It’s amazing how many people want to 
give to an event like this,” Willard said. “Put 
a note out there on Facebook and watch how 
quickly $200, $300, $400 adds up.”

In addition, every rider gets a rider rep, 
someone who will periodically contact them 
to check up on their training, fundraising 
and answer whatever questions or concerns 
they may have.

Teams will often times fundraise together 
so those riders that aren’t good at it will be 
lifted by those who are better at that aspect.

“Most people surprise us. On average 
$2,200 is raised. It becomes a lot easier when 
you start asking. Write a letter to everyone 
you’ve ever known including acquaintances. 
Let them know you’re doing this. Most 
people make the goal,” Weinzimer said. “I 
encourage riders to join teams. You have 
more of a safety net. As long as the average 
of the team is $1,250 it counts.”

Even if after reading this someone 
still isn’t sure they can handle the ride, 
Weinzimer said they’re always looking for 
volunteers to be a part of the 300-person 
crew it takes to organize the event. Some of 
those jobs include: bike techs, driving the visit thesmartride.org for more information.

fEatUrE smart ride

 Required items: 
▶ Bicycle (mechanically safe and in good working order, make sure to 

have it inspected for bike fit prior to the ride)
▶ helmet (astm, snell, ansI or CPsC approved)
▶ 2 Water bottles (one filled with an electrolyte replacement drink) 
or 1 hydration pack (like a Camelbak), plus a bottle filled with an 

electrolyte replacement drink.
▶ Bike frame pump or Co2 cartridges
▶ Patch kit or spare tube that will fit your tire size.
▶ Bicycle multi-tool for making adjustments
▶ Bike seat bag (to carry multi-tool, tire irons, patch kits, tubes, cell 

phone, cash/credit card)

Useful, but not mandatory items: 
▶ sunscreen
▶ Insect repellant, hand wipes or hand sanitizer
▶ Lip balm w/ sunscreen
▶ Band-aids
▶ Bike computer
▶ Cycling gloves
▶ sunglasses

Other Items to pack: 
▶ Variety of riding clothes for 2 days (make sure to be prepared for 

variable weather)
▶ Clothes for evening functions and Key West (shorts, t-shirts, jeans, 

flip flops, very casual)
▶ swimsuit (yes there is a pool at hawks Cay)
▶ any prescriptions you need
▶ antacid, ointments, bandages, Ibuprofen
▶ toiletries
▶ Earplugs (to drown out the snoring from your roommate) 

vehicles, people to handle the bike parking, 
massage therapists, medical staff and even 
cheerleaders.

Marcia Chaves, a licensed massage 
therapist from Fort Lauderdale, has been a 
part of the crew for the past 4 years. 

“Even though I admire the riders and 
their commitment; I believe I am a strong 
support and great help for them and for the 
ride as a massage therapist. Our contribution 
is valuable to help them finish the ride,” 
she said. “The crew is fundamental and 
absolutely important part of the Ride. They 
offer support, logistics, hard working and 
an incredible support system to the riders. 
From meals to tires change, from picking up 

a fallen rider on the road to cheerleading, or 
massaging their sore muscles…the crew is 
the backbone of the Ride.”

Riders have told Weinzimer afterwards 
that the cheerleaders have really motivated 
them to keep going even when they didn’t 
think they could.

“The crew really do play major roles 
psychologically and physically,” he said.

And for all of the riders, finishing the ride 
is a personal triumph – and very emotional.

“Even during my second ride I still cried at 
the end,” Eguizabal said. “You just realize all 
of the people you’re helping…everything you 
worked so hard for is coming to fruition.” 
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J.R. Davis

LIfEstyLE photos

Pridelines MASqUeRADe BALL
Elegant annual gathering draws a classy crowd to fundraise for the Pridelines LGBT center

the event occured on August 13, from 6:30 to 
11 p.m. at the biltmore hotel in coral gables
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victor diaz-herman (right), the 
executive director of pridelines



44  •   9.7.2016

So is she a lesbian, or not?
That’s what many players ask 

about Zarya — a buff pink-haired 
badass in ‘Overwatch,’ a multiplayer first-
person shooter created by Blizzard. 

A Russian patriot, Aleksandra “Zarya” 
Zaryanova is a 28-year-old former 
bodybuilder that wields a particle cannon, 
sporting short hair and keeping up an 
appearance that could be 
considered butch.

Artistic director Bill 
Petras confirmed before 
the game’s release that 
there would be at least one 
gay playable character, but 
didn’t reveal which of the 22 
were out-and-proud. That 
led many fans to guess — or 
in some cases, hope — that 
Zarya is the representation 
gamers want her to be.

“We’ve been hearing a 
lot of discussion among 
players about the need for diversity in 
video games,” said Petras. “That means 
a lot of things. They want to see gender 
diversity, they want to see racial diversity, 
they want to see diversity along the lines 
of what country people are from … And we 
just want you to know that we’re listening 
and we’re trying hard and we hope Zarya 
is a step in the right direction.”

For some fans, Zarya’s sexuality isn’t 
even a discussion. They already consider 
her a lesbian, no questions asked.

“The only overwatch I care about 

is Zarya bc she’s obviously a lesbian 
whom I would feel protected by,” said @
LondonProphecy on Twitter.

And in the porn world, many gamers 
have already drawn and animated her 
with other female ‘Overwatch’ characters. 
Particularly, she has been paired with Mei, 
a Chinese scientist dedicated to preserving 
the environment.

Some fans don’t 
want Zarya to be gay 
— not because they 
are homophobic, but 
because she would 
conform to many 
lesbian cliches.

“As someone that 
loves her design, it 
would cheapen it 
that they based her 
off the butch lesbian 
stereotype instead 
of just being a tough 
soldier woman,” said 

user JakeTie on Reddit. “Literally anyone 
else I’d be 110% okay with. Just please, not 
Zarya.”

As a counter-argument, Twitter user @
Just__Jasper spoke out: “‘Zarya shouldn’t 
be gay bc stereotypes’ pls name me one 
other butch lesbian video game character? 
#overwatch”

Ironically, Zarya is from Russia — a 
country known for homophobia. As 
someone who is so patriotic for her 
country, would Zarya’s country accept her 
in turn? 

iS She OR iSn’T She?
Brittany Ferrendi

LIfEstyLE gaming

Favorite ‘overwatch’ character might be a lesbian 

FoR SoMe FAnS, 
ZARyA’S SexUALITy 

ISn’T even A 
dIScUSSIon. They 
ALReAdy conSIdeR 
heR A LeSbIAn, no 
qUeSTIonS ASked.

I’m 26 and 
transitioning.
I have a lot going on 
- I don’t need to be 
mocked, misgendered, 
or marginalized, and I 
don’t have time to hunt 
out news that matters 
to me.

That’s why I read EDGE 
on my Android tablet. 
I’m being true to my 
future - and that’s 
where it will be.

The person depicted here is a model. Their image is being used for illustrative purposes only.

Exp. 9/30/16

● Voluma $725 (reg. $825) + and extra $100 
off when paired with Botox® or $200 off 
when paired with Botox® and Juvederm

●Restylane or Restylane Lyft: Buy 1 get 
the 2nd for 50% off equal or lesser value. 
Buy 2 syringes and get the 3rd of equal or 
lesser value free

● Sculptra: Buy 1 vial and get the 2nd 50% 
off

●Dysport $75 off 90 units or more.
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beauty & the feast in 
the Atlantic hotel

LIfEstyLE food

So much about the restaurant industry is 
hype that you can’t really take it seriously 
when you read a “Best of…” list. A restaurant 

experience is ephemeral; servers and chefs have 
bad days, but, when a place is named to the city’s 
“Top 10” or “Best” lists time and time again, you 
can bet the odds of a terrific dining experience 
are in your favor.

hot And soul
3045 n. federal highway

754-206-2155
hotandsoul.com

To look at this unassuming storefront in an 
equally bland mall, you wouldn’t imagine that it 
is consistently on every list of Fort Lauderdale’s 
best restaurants. Ah, but like a toad just waiting 
for the kiss to turn it into a prince, Hot & Soul 
has more to offer than you might suspect. This 
homey spot, run by a husband and wife team, 
serve up inventive and multi-cultural takes on 
traditional comfort food. The fact that there’s a 
damn fine and reasonably priced wine and craft 
beer list just add to the magic.

The menu is the very definition of fusion; but 
not in the trendy way you’d expect. The marriage 
of ingredients and techniques from diverse 
cultures makes for dishes that are as enjoyable 
as they are inventive. This is fine dining with 
an emphasis on the food and without pretense. 
Service isn’t terrifically polished, but it is friendly 
and knowledgeable, a trade off I’ll take any day. 

On the night of our visit, we started with what 
the menu identified as “hunk a meat” a generous 
serving of country pâté, presented with pickles, 
caramelized onions, orange marmalade and toast 
- not enough toast to support the amount of pâté, 
but extra was brought as soon as we asked. Other 
apps included a golden tomato gazpacho (that I 

wasn’t blown away by, but everybody else loved) 
and a soba noodle salad topped with cucumber, 
marinated tofu, sesame oil, mint, soy and a nice 
kick from rooster sauce.

Hot & Soul offers many dishes in half and 
full portions, so you can order the half as an 
appetizer (as we did with the noodle salad - it 
was a steal at $5) or go for the larger size as an 
entrée. I opted for a full order of fluffy gnocchi 
with tender oxtail meat (it tastes just like short 
rib). I thought the San Marzano tomato sauce 
could have done with a little more cooking; it still 
had the metallic taste canned tomatoes give off 
if not cooked long and slow. I ended up taking 
half home and the metallic taste disappeared 
when I reheated the dish. My dining companions 
raved about the chicken adobo (stewed bone-
in chicken over jasmine rice) and the gumbo of 
the day (chicken and andouille sausage). Even 
my vegetarian husband found a hearty dish; 
the “Vegan Yum Bowl” a filling combination of 
coconut polenta topped with mushroom gravy, 
crispy onions and sprouts.

Even if it means you must take food home, leave 
room for dessert. The dulce de leche custard with 
candied cashews, coconut cream, caramel toast 
and banana jam is lick-the-plate yummy. The 
dark chocolate-pistachio bark presents a platter 
(more than enough for four to share-though you 
won’t want to) of salty sweet deliciousness with 
a sprinkle of sea salt and evoo. Only the vegan 
chocolate cake was less than spectacular, and 
even it was pretty good. 

You pay for quality and a three course meal 
with a glass of wine will run about $65 a person 
(tax and tip included). They only have a few 
tables, and only take reservations for parties of 
five or larger. If there’s a line, be patient, you’ll be 
rewarded!  That being said, I just don’t even try to 
go during high season or on weekends.

casa d’Angelo
ristorante

the foxy brown

There are a few other places that are 
consistently named among the best in 
Fort Lauderdale. I’ve written about some 
of these before, but they deserve another 
mention.

cAsA d’Angelo ristorAnte
1201 n federal, fort Lauderdale

954-564-1234
Casa-d-angelo.com

Casa D’Angelo is one of the best 
Italian restaurants in South Florida. 
It’s a bit pricey, but if your budget 
won’t allow a visit, check out either 
of its more reasonably-priced sister 
restaurants; Angelo Elia Pizza, Bar & 
Tapas, or the newly opened Angelo Elia 
Bakery Bar, which serves sandwiches 
in addition to pastries, bread, beer and 
wine!

cAnyon
1818 E sunrise, fort Lauderdale

954-765-1950
CanyonfL.com

Canyon serves an innovative array 
of American dishes with Asian, South 
and Central American undertones. Its 
prickly pear Margarita is a must-try.

beAuty & the feAst in the 
AtlAntic hotel

601 n fort Lauderdale Beach Blvd.
954-567-8070
society8.com

With such spectacular ocean views 
and built in clientele, Beauty & the 
Feast doesn’t need to be as good as it is. 

The kitchen whips up a flavorful array 
of small plates, entrees, and family-
style feast plates for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner and a spectacular Sunday 
brunch buffet.

sublime
1431 n federal, fort Lauderdale

954-615-1431
sublimerestaurant.com

Sublime’s innovative vegan dining 
will satisfy even the most devout 
carnivore. It’s a favorite with vegan 
celebrities such as Paul McCartney, 
Alec Baldwin, Alicia Silverstone, 
Pamela Anderson (can she afford it 
anymore?) and the like.

mArket 17
1850 sE 17th st., fort Lauderdale

954-835-5507
 market17.net

Since opening in 2010 Market 17 
has been garnering great reviews 
and pleasing diners with its unique 
approach to creative dining.

the foxy brown
723 E Broward Blvd., fort Lauderdale

754-200-4236
myfoxyBrown.com

Consistently named in the Top 10 
for brunch, desserts and holidays, 
Foxy Brown’s is quite simply, one of the 
top 10 restaurants in Fort Lauderdale. 
The fact that it is reasonably priced, 
laid-back and dog-friendly is an added 
bonus. 
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S F G N I T E s
J.W. Arnold
jw@prdconline.com

Photo Credit: Excalibur Entertainment.

Unleash your inner beast. Tonight 
is the Georgie’s Alibi/Monkey Bar 
annual Turnabout, the night each 
year when the staff don dresses and 
heels and take the stage. Turnabout 
is always outrageously funny and 
this year benefits the World AIDS 
Museum & Educational Center. 
Silent auction begins at 7:30 p.m. 
and show time is 9 p.m. sharp. The 
Alibi is located in the Shoppes of 
Wilton Manors.

sAT 9/10
NIGHTlIFE

The Rio Olympics are over, but 
you can still enjoy the vibrancy of 
contemporary Brazilian culture at the 
fourth annual “ArtBrazil” exhibition 
on display through Sept. 29 at 
ArtServe, 1350 E. Sunrise Blvd. in 
Fort Lauderdale. The free opening 
reception will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 8 from 6 – 8 p.m. The exhibit 
includes photography, multimedia, 
sculpture, ceramics and more. More 
information at ArtServe.org.

THEATER

Tune in to Logo tonight for the 
premiere of “Finding Prince 
Charming,” the LGBT network’s 
gay take on “The Bachelor.” Unlike 
some earlier iterations, there are no 
kinky surprises—like straight suitors 
playing gay for the camera—just 
a hot hunk, Robert Sepulveda, Jr., 
and 13 gorgeous guys competing 
for his affections. Former boy band 
heartthrob Lance Bass hosts. Check 
local listings for channels and times.

THU 9/8
TElEvIsION

G’day, mates! Make a date with 
Australia’s hottest export, the male 
dance troupe Thunder From Down 
Under, comes to the Parker Playhouse, 
707 NE 8th St. in Fort Lauderdale, for 
one show only at 7:30 p.m. Straight 
from their regular revue on the Las 
Vegas strip, these hunky blokes 
will show off their chiseled bodies, 
seductive dance moves and cheeky 
humor. Tickets start at $38.69 at 
ParkerPlayhouse.com.

sUN 9/11
dANCE

FRI 9/9
THEATER

Pigs Do Fly, the local theater 
company that features mature actors, 
presents its first full-length play, the 
South Florida premiere of Larry Parr’s 
“Invasion of Privacy,” Sept. 9 – 25 
at the Abyss Stage, 2304 N. Dixie 
Highway, in Wilton Manors. The play 
explores a landmark 1943 Florida 
court case that established the “right 
of privacy” defense. Tickets are $35 at 
PigsDoflyProductions.com or by calling 
866-811-4111.

ART

WLRN Radio Theater opens its 2016 
fall season at the Broward Center 
with Alfred Hitchcock’s suspenseful 
radio play, “Notorious,” Friday, 
Sept. 9 and Saturday, Sept. 10 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Abdo New River 
Room. In this brilliant allegory of love 
and betrayal, a beautiful woman 
with a tainted past is enlisted by an 
American agent to spy on a ring of 
Nazis in post-war Rio. Tickets are $25 
at BrowardCenter.org.

mON 9/12 TUE 9/13

The hunky blokes of the Australian dance troupe Thunder From down Under take it off at the 
parker playhouse on Tuesday, sept. 13. 
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WORLD PREMIERE 
New Musical Drama 
based on the life of 
Matthew Shepard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not in 
My Town 
by Michael W. Ross  

FULL PRODUCTION  
Directed & designed by  

Ardean Landhuis  

FULL ORCHESTRA  
Conducted by  

Gordon Roberts 

 

Broward Performing Arts Center 
Amaturo Theater 

201 SW 5th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312 
 
 

 
 
 

September 30 at 8 PM 
& October 1 at 8 PM 

 

For info & tickets  OperaFusion.org 
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YOUng pSYChiC OpenS Up 
ABOUT The OTheR SiDe

Remember “The Sixth Sense,” the M. 
Night Shyamalan thriller about the 
little boy who sees dead people?

For psychic medium Matt Fraser, his 
first experiences communicating with the 
dead were very similar to the iconic big 
screen images of young Haley Joel Osment 
hunkered down under the covers in his bed.

“When I was four, my grandmother passed 
and, at first, it started with her coming to 
visit me. She would talk to me at night. It 
wasn’t scary, it was comforting,” recalled the 
25-year-old, the third generation member 
of his family to have “the gift.” “Once she 
started to reach out to me, other spirits came 
to me.”

At first, Fraser kept the visits secret and 
even resisted.

“As a child, I didn’t understand it. The more 
I tried to push them away, the louder they 
would become. Every day, I would see them 
in front of me, whispering in my ear, louder 
and louder…I didn’t realize they were trying 
to utilize me as a way to communicate,” 
explained Fraser.

Fraser eventually reconciled the gift with 
the hesitant support of his mother, but 
remained firmly rooted in the realm of the 
living, pursuing training as a paramedic and 
physician’s assistant.

As the New Englander continued to 
mature, he became more curious and began 
to envision how his abilities might comfort 
others who had lost loved ones.

“I saw what I was doing on a physical 
level—as an EMT helping people—and I 
realized I could use my ability to help people 
on an emotional level,” he said quickly with 
a thick accent. “The job found me. It was a 
calling from God.”

The “floodgates” really opened, he said, as 
he began to fully embrace that calling. Fraser 
travels the country, giving group readings to 
audiences of as many as 150 people. He also 
gives private readings, but maintains a year-
long waitlist. He also finds himself working 
with local police departments and private 
investigators on cold cases and helping 
family members locate missing children. 
And, then there are the national television 
appearances. He’ll return to South Florida 

J.W. Arnold

a&E spirituality

psychic medium matt fraser 
will return to south florida 
on sept. 17. Photo: MeetMattFraser.com.

SFGN’s annual Best Of contest 
is back in full swing taking votes 
online right now in dozens of 
categories. Last month you chose 
the finalists. Now it’s time to vote 
for the winners. Visit SFGN.com/
BestOf2016 and make your voice 
heard in the community.

The Voting ends September 31. 
Winners will be announced in 
November.

TiMe TO VOTe
Staff Report

SFGN’s Best Of  Finalists Have Been Chosen

Below are some of the categories:
Best Restaurant; Best Pizza; Best Burger; Best Take Out; Best Dessert; Best Restaurant 
to Take a Date; Best Place to Pick up Guys/Girls; Best Drag Show; Best Drag Queen; Best 
Bar; Best Nightclub; Best Coffee Shop; Best Guest House; Best Happy Hour; Best Business 
Group; Best Place to Workout; Best City to Live; Best Theater; Best Beach; Best Place to 

Shop; Best Non-Profit; and Best LGBT Event of the Year.

a&E best of 2016

for a group reading in West Palm Beach on 
Sept. 17.

Fraser’s goal is to reach as many people as 
possible. He’s expanding his tour schedule 
and working on new books, including one for 
children who are expressing similar abilities 
to connect with the other side. 

One point Fraser makes before his sessions 
is that he tries to make sure they are uplifting 
for all. There are some malevolent spirits on 
the other side:

“It’s very rare. There’s good and evil in the 
world, everywhere you look. I always ask 
for information on the other side that is the 
highest and best. I always say a prayer before 
a session, asking for healing and validation. 
If it’s not there to lift somebody up and help 
someone in the audience, I’m not going to let 
it come through,” he explained.

Fraser also inserts humor whenever 
possible during the tense moments in a 
group reading.

“So many people are looking for some type 
of closure or to heal or know that the other 
side is real. I want it be a positive experience,” 
Fraser said.

He looks forward to another visit to 
Florida, one of his favorite destinations.

“My day is filled with voices of the living 
and the dead. I like to be as far away from 
people as possible,” he said, expressing his 
preference for a deserted beach as a top 
escape. “I love to be by the water.” 

Psychic medium Matt Fraser will host a group reading on Saturday, Sept. 17 
at 1 p.m. at the West Palm Beach Marriott, 1001 Okeechobee Blvd. Tickets are 

$40 at MeetMattFraser.com.

We treat the chemical dependency and the underlying issues that contribute 
to drug and alcohol addiction. Whether you are a professional, a parent, or a 
student, now you can get better. All calls are 100% confidential.
Detox    I    Residential    l    OutpatientPM     l    Aftercare  

Where People Get Better

800.778.6792
www.FHErehab.com

All calls are con�dential. Your 
treatment may be covered 

100% by insurance.

Nationally Accredited Treatment Center
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Christiana Lilly 
Calendar@SFGN.com

Datebook

Theater

broward county

Donovan: The Sunshine 
Superman 50th Anniversary 
Tour
Sept. 8 at 8 p.m. at Parker Playhouse, 707 
NE Eighth St. in Fort Lauderdale. In honor 
of 50 years in music, Donovan performs his 
hits like “Mellow Yellow,” “Season of the 
Witch,” “Sunshine Superman,” and more. 
Tickets $33 and up. Call 954-462-0222 or 
visit ParkerPlayhouse.com.

top picks
Maroon 5
Sept. 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
AmericanAirlines Arena, 601 
Biscayne Blvd. in Miami. The 
pop rock band’s hits from 
their latest album, “V,” and 
old favorites. Tickets $47 and 
up. Call 800-745-3000 or visit 
AAArena.com.

Miranda Lambert, Kip 
Moore, and Brothers 
Osborne
Sept. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at Perfect 
Vodka Amphitheater, 601-
7 Sansburys Way in West 
Palm Beach. Lambert stops 
in West Palm Beach on her 
“Keeper of the Flame” tour 
with Kip Moore and Brothers 
Osborne. Tickets $59 and 
up. Call 561-795-8883 or visit 
WestPalmBeachAmphitheatre.
com.

Australia’s Thunder 
From Down Under
Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m. Parker 
Playhouse, 707 NE Eighth 
St. in Fort Lauderdale. Sexy, 
chiseled men from Down 
Under bring to life all your 
Magic Mike fantasies in a fun 
night out. Tickets $38.69 to 
$58.89. Call 954-462-0222 or 
visit ParkerPlayhouse.com.

SepT 7 TO SepT 14
* Notorious
Sept. 9 to 10 at the Broward Center for 
the Performing Arts, 201 NW Fifth Ave. 
in Fort Lauderdale. A woman is hired to 
spy on Nazis in post-war Rio de Janeiro. 
Tickets $25. Call 954-462-0222 or visit 
BrowardCenter.org.

* Solo and Fusion of Celestial 
Sound of Sitar and Veena
Sept. 10 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Broward 
County Main LIbrary Auditorium, 100 
S. Andrews Ave. in Fort Lauderdale. A 
performance by Pt. Krishna Mohan Bhatt on 
sitar, Nitin Mitta on the tabla, Saraswathi 
Ranganathan on the veena, and Ganapathi 
Ranganathan on the mridangam. Tickets 
$10 to $35. Visit APAIArt.com.

* Jake Shimabukuro
Sept. 14 at 8 p.m. Parker Playhouse, 707 NE 
Eighth St. in Fort Lauderdale. Shimabukuro 
has been considered the Jimi Hendrix, Van 
Halen, and Yo Yo Ma of ukelele. Tickets 
$17.50 to $47.50. Call 954-462-0222 or visit 
ParkerPlayhouse.com.

* Fall Follies
Sept. 17 at 8 p.m. at NSU Art Museum, 
One E. Las Olas Blvd. in Fort Lauderdale. 
A fundraiser show in honor of the Fort 
Lauderdale Gay Men’s Chorus 30th 
anniversary with music from “Red 
Hot Mamas and Belters.” Tickets $40. 
Call or visit 954-832-0060 or visit 
TheFortLauderdaleGayMensChorus.org.

Friday Night Sound Waves 
Music Series
Fridays from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at The 
Hub, Las Olas Boulevard and A1A in Fort 
Lauderdale. Enjoy live, outdoor music 
spanning genres and tributes every Friday 
evening through November. Free. Visit 
FridayNightSoundWaves.com 

palm beach county

Free Friday Concerts
Fridays at 7:30 p.m. at the Delray Beach 
Center for the Arts, 51 N. Swinton Ave. in 
Delray Beach. Enjoy live music from the 
comfort of your picnic blanket or lawn chair 
every week, for free! Returns in October. 
Call 561-243-7922 or visit DelrayArts.org.

miami-dade county
 
Julieta Venegas
Sept. 8 at 8 p.m. at the Fillmore Miami 
Beach, 1300 Washington Ave. in Miami 
Beach. The Mexican singer-songwriter is a 
Latin Grammy Award winner; hits include 
“Me Voy,” “Limon y Sal,” and “Eres Para Mi.” 
Tickets $43.50 to $73.50. Call 305-673-7300 
or visit FillmoreMB.com.

The Legend of the Pink 
Elephant
Sept. 9 to 24 at the Miami Theater Center, 
9806 NE Second Ave. in Miami Shores. In 
this theatrical circus of a show, a young 
elephant goes on a journey and discovers 
how diverse the world is. Tickets $15 to $25. 
Call 305-751-9550 or visit MTCMiami.org.

* Bad Boy Family Reunion Tour
Sept. 10 at 8 p.m. at the AmericanAirlines 
Arena, 601 Biscayne Blvd. in Miami. Puff 
Daddy, Lil’ Kim, Mase, Faith Evans, 112, 
and the rest of the Bad Boy family comes 
together for a special concert. Tickets 

$35.50 to $196. Call 800-745-3000 or visit 
AAArena.com.

* Leon Bridges
Sept. 13 at 8 p.m. at the Fillmore Miami 
Beach, 1700 Washington Ave. in Miami 
Beach. The soul singer has risen from a 
dishwasher to a worldwide sensation since 
his debut album “Coming Home.” Tickets 
$37.50 to $58.50. Call 305-673-7300 or visit 
FillmoreMB.com.

PAMM Outdoor Music Series
Third Thursdays at the Perez Art Museum 
Miami, 101 W. Flagler St. in Miami. Come 
out for live music from DJs and musicians 
by the bay. Drink specials available. Free 
with museum admission. Call 305-375-
3000 or visit PAMM.org.

The Big Show
Fridays and Saturdays at 9 p.m. at Just the 
Funny Theater, 3119 Coral Way in Miami. 
A collection of comedy mixing the likes of 
improvisation and sketches. Tickets $12. 
Call 305-693-8669 or visit JustTheFunny.
com.

#orlandoUnited: Every week, sfGn will pay tribute to one member of 
our community who was lost in orlando. 

* Denotes New Listing
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In a time when ridesharing apps are 
becoming more numerous than 
cabs at Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood 

International Airport, Yellow Cab CEO John 
Camillo touts safety, customer service, 
consistency and reliability as worth the 
extra cost.

“Every cab company is mandated 
to charge the same amount. I cannot 
distinguish ourselves 
based on price but I can 
distinguish ourselves 
based on service,” said 
Camillo, who oversees a 
fleet of 550 cabs and 1,000 
independent contractor 
drivers – the largest in 
Broward. “My rates are 
mandated by Broward 
County and we’re required 
to use a meter that is 
regulated by the Florida 
Department of Agriculture. 
So, I can’t charge what I 
want to charge.”

But ridesharing with 
Uber, Lyft and others 
doesn’t always mean 
cheaper.

When Uber, Lyft and others enact 
surge pricing on New Year’s Eve and other 
peak days, Yellow Cab’s rates don’t go 
up. Customers get charged the same on 
New Year’s Eve as they do on any other 
day. “What we have is consistent pricing.” 
Unlike Uber and Lyft, there also aren’t 
any cancellation fees with Yellow Cab. The 
company doesn’t charge anything unless 
the service is used.

The drivers also can’t cancel a ride on 
the customer. Once a driver commits to 

picking up a customer, Yellow Cab makes 
that driver follow through. In the industry, 
it’s called “redlining.” To prevent it, Camillo 
said the drivers don’t know where they’re 
going until they accept the fare. After that, 
they can’t back out. Driving the customer 
to their destination is the only way to get 
off the ride, so to speak. “They’re obligated 
to pick up a trip. They can’t cancel it.”

And then there’s the 
safety factor.

“When you call to get 
a taxi cab, it will look like 
one. There’s a safety factor 
there. [When you call an 
Uber], he may not be an 
Uber driver at all. It’s really 
legalized hitchhiking.”

Along with an FBI 
background check, “We 
have our drivers screened 
by the county, which now 
includes finger printing. 
We know we’ve done all we 
can. I will hold our safety 
standards up to anyone 
else in Broward County.”

He makes the same 
claim on customer service.

Camillo points to two drivers as 
examples of Yellow Cab’s customer service. 

Nevoyel Belonce and Michael Trotter 
both received SUNsational Service 
Courtesy Awards, which are given out to 
employees in the tourism industry who 
go above and beyond. “One of the first 
people that you run into when you get off 
an airplane is a cab driver. Yellow Cab is the 
only company that had an award winner 
two years in a row.”

He credits that to Yellow Cab’s training.

YeLLOW CAB CeO TOUTS hiS CAB RiDeS AS WORTh The exTRA COST
Michael d’Oliveira

BUsInEss spotlight

“We do have a fairly extensive customer 
service class that every driver sits through 
once a year.”

That training includes providing 
service to individuals with disabilities and 
individuals with service animals. Drivers 
are also prohibited and prevented from 
avoiding certain areas they might not 
like. That goes back to Yellow Cab’s use of 
technology. 

There’s also always someone waiting 
to take customer service calls – even on 
holidays.

“They don’t have to go through a call 
center.” And the complaints addressed 
range from the quality of drivers to the 
route taken. If a customer feels like their 
driver took a longer/more expensive route, 
Camillo says Yellow Cab will review the 
route taken. “We will reimburse them if 
they went the long way.”

Camillo hopes that level of service 

distinguishes his company from the rest, 
especially at the airport where customers 
can choose which company they want to 
use. They don’t have to take the first cab 
in line at the cab stand. “That’s why our 
signage [at the airport] says ‘Ask for Yellow 
Cab. We’re waiting at the curb.’”

Although technology defines Uber 
and Lyft, Camillo said his company has 
used it long before those companies were 
conceived.

By downloading 4MyCab FL, customers 
can use their smartphones to get a Yellow 
Cab. It’s an app that came online the same 
year as Uber – 2010. Owned by the same 
family since 1960, the company started 
using computers to dispatch vehicles in 
1976, has used GPS to dispatch vehicles 
since 2002 and added cameras in its fleet 
in 2013. Hybrid cars were added in 2013.

“We’ve always tried to up our game in 
response to available technology.” 

althouGh 
technoloGy 
defInes uber 

and lyft, 
camIllo saId 
hIs company 

has used 
It lonG 

before those 
companIes were 

conceIved.

Visit yellowCabBroward.com for more information.



54  •   9.7.2016

Christiana Lilly
Calendar@SFGN.com

Datebook
Community

broward county

* Indian Classical Music 
Lecture and Demonstration
Sept. 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Broward College’s A. 
Hugh Adams Central Campus Building 4, 
Room 104, 3501 SW Davie Road in Davie. 
Indian classical artists discuss the history, 
instruments and structure of Indian music. 
Visit BSOCA.com.

* Flyaway Planting Party
Sept. 10 from 9 a.m. to noon at Anne Kolb 
Nature Center, 751 Sheridan St. in Hollywood, 
Deerfield Island Park, 217 N.E. Fifth Ave. in 
Deerfield Beach, Easterlin Park, 1000 NW 
38th St. in Oakland Park, and Quiet Waters 
Park, 401 S. Powerline Road in Deerfield 
Beach. Help plant 1,000 native trees to help 
birds and butterflies with their migratory 
patterns. Free. Visit Broward.org/Parks.

top pIcks

* AARP Driver Safety 
Classroom Course
Sept. 15 from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Pride Center, 2040 N. Dixie Highway in 
Wilton Manors. Learn safety strategies to 
improve your driving confidence. Some 
insurance companies provide discounts for 
those who take the course! Bring drivers 
license, AARP card, and a snack. Cost $15 
for AARP members, $20 non-members. Call 
954-943-0648 or visit AARP.org/Drive.

Secret Dressing: Subliminal 
Messages in Male Clothing 
Catalogs
Through Sept. 18 at the Stonewall National 
Museum — Wilton Manors Gallery, 2157 
Wilton Drive in Wilton Manors. An exhibit 
exploring the underlying messages in men’s 
advertising that shows the presence of gay 
influence on style. Free. Call 954-763-8565 or 
visit Stonewall-Museum.org.

Luminary Couples Meet 
and Greet
Sept. 8 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Stonewall National Museum - 
Wilton Manors Gallery, 2157 Wilton 
Drive in Wilton Manors. Learn about 
the group that honors and celebrates 
long-term same-sex couples. Free. 
Call 954-763-8565 or visit Stonewall-
Museum.org.Wilton Manors. 

9/11 Day of Service
Sept. 10 at 8 a.m. at Tropical 
Park, 7900 SW 40th St. in Miami. 
Commemorate the heroes and 
victims of 9/11 with a day of service 
at the park, including planting, 
mulching, and beautification 
projects. Call 305-961-2781 or visit 
IAmInvolved.org.

Compass White Party
Sept. 10 at 9 p.m. at Penny’s at the 
Duke, 902 N. Dixie Highway in 
Lantana. A night of drag queens 
and kings, raffles, jello shots, and 
more in celebration of pride. Free. 
Call 561-533-9699 or email dylan@
compassglcc.com.

GENDER BENDER 
YOUTh GROUP

Mondays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at SunServe 
Campus, 1480 SW Ninth Ave. in Fort 
Lauderdale. A group for LGBT youth 
13 to 21 to discuss gender, gender 
expression, binary systems, friendship, 
family and whatever else comes up! 
Free. Visit SunServeYouth.com

PFLAG
Tuesdays in Fort Lauderdale, Coral 
Springs and Southwest Ranches. A 
support group for parents of LGBT youth 
13 to 21. Free. Visit SunServeYouth.com 
for dates and locations.

SUNSERVE YOUTh 
GROUP

Tuesdays and Thursdays in Fort 
Lauderdale, Southwest Ranches, Coral 
Springs and Hollywood. A support group 
and night of fun for LGBT youth 13 to 21. 
Free. Visit SunServeYouth.com for dates 
and times.

SURVIVOR SUPPORT
First and third Wednesdays from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Broward Health Imperial 
Point Hospital cafeteria, 6401 N. Federal 
Highway in Fort Lauderdale. Find support 
from counselors and peers who have lost 
loved ones to suicide. Call the Florida 
Initiative for Suicide Prevention at 954-
384-0344 or visit FISPOnline.org.

broward support 
servIces
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SepT 7 TO SepT 14
* Girls and Guns
Through Sept. 28 at Broward College’s 
Rosemary Duffy Larson Gallery at A. Hugh 
Adams Central Campus, 3501 SW Davie 
Road in Davie. Nancy Floyd, Susan Graham, 
and Felice House explore the relationship 
between women and firearms and how it 
defies gender roles. Free. Call 954-201-6984 
or visit BSOCA.com.

Belief + Doubt
Through Jan. 22, 2017 at the NSU Art 
Museum, One E. Las Olas Blvd. in Fort 
Lauderdale. Contemporary art from more 
than 60 artists in the collection of Francie 
Bishop Good and David Horvitz. Closed 
Mondays. Call 954-525-5500 or visit 
NSUArtMuseum.org.

palm beach county
* Sushi & Stroll
Sept. 9 at 5:30 p.m. at Morikami Museum 
and Japanese Gardens, 4000 Morikami 
Park Road in Delray Beach. The last Sushi & 
Stroll of the season, enjoy taiko drumming, 
sake tastings, sushi, and more. Tickets $7 in 
advance, $8 at the door. Call 561-495-0233 or 
visit Morikami.org.

Florida: Flora and Fauna The 
River of Grass and Beyond
Sept. 9 to Oct. 2 at The Box Gallery, 811 
Belvedere Road in West Palm Beach. An 
exhibit celebrating the unique flora and 
fauna of our state. Call 786-521-1199 or visit 
TheBoxGallery.info.

* Countdown 2 Zero Adoption 
Event
Sept. 10 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Palm 
Beach County Convention Center, 650 
Okeechobee Blvd. in West Palm Beach. More 
than two dozen animal rescue organizations 
are gathering in the hopes to find homes for 
600 animals. Free. Visit Countdown2Zero.
org.

Transcendence
Meets at Compass GLCC, 201 N. Dixie 
Highway in Lake Worth. A closed 
transgender youth support group for teens 
ages 12 to 19. For more information, email 
youth@compassglcc.com.

Zumba Fitness
Mondays at 6 p.m. at Compass GLCC, 201 N. 
Dixie Highway in Lake Worth. Get moving 
with a certificated Zumba instructor for 

an infusion of exercise and dance moves. 
Donation of $5 or more. Call 561-324-1626 or 
visit CompassGLCC.com.

Sober Sisters
Mondays at 6:15 p.m. at Lambda North, 18 S. 
J St. in Lake Worth. A support and discussion 
group for female recovering alcoholics. Visit 
LambdaNorth.net.

* Constitution Day
Sept. 15 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at FAU’s 
Democracy Plaza, 777 Glades Road in Boca 
Raton. A celebration of the American 
Constitution with a presentation of 
colors, national anthem, a presentation by 
journalist and Assistant Professor Mirta 
Ojito, and a panel on “Elections, Media, and 
Free Press.” Free. Call 561-252-1794 or email 
kwagne15@fau.edu.

miami-dade county
* Blocktoberfest
Sept. 10 from 2 to 6 p.m. at Concrete Beach 
Brewery, 325 NW 24 St. in Miami. Celebrate 
Oktoberfest with the launch of Floridafest 
lager and handmade sausages, music from 
the Larry Roberts Polka Band, pretzel 
games, and more. Free — $1 from each 

pint sold goes to Feeding South Florida and 
guests are encouraged to bring donations of 
nonperishable food. Call 305-796-2727 or 
visit ConcreteBeachBrewerycom.

* SoulShine Yoga
Sept. 10 from 10 a.m. to noon at Museum 
Park, 1075 Biscayne Blvd. in Miami. Join 
Soulila Rise & Soulshine for a relaxing 
outdoor vinyasa flow. Class by donation. 
Visit SoulShine.yoga.

Ethiopia Now!
Through Nov. 15 at the Miami Center for 
Architecture & Design, 100 NE First Ave. in 
Miami. An exhibit of contemporary architecture 
by 19 designers from the past decade. Call 305-
448-7488 or visit miamicad.org.

key west
* Womenfest Key West
Sept. 7 to 11 throughout Key West. Celebrate 
the end of summer with parties, shows, flag 
football, cruises, bike rides, and more. Visit 
Womenfest.com.

* Denotes New Listing
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Business Directory To place an ad in the Business 
Directory, call our sales team at 

954.530.4970

OAKLAND PARK DENTAL
3047 N Federal Hwy, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33306
954.566.9812
Oaklandparkdental.com

ANDREWS DENTAL CARE
2654 N Andrews Ave, Wilton Manors, FL 33311
954.567.3311
Andrewsdentalcare.com

WILTON MANORS DENTAL
2517 NE 9th Ave, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
954-564-4746
Wiltonmanorsdental.com

ISLAND CITY DENTAL
1700 NE 26th Street, Ste. 2, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
954-564-7121
Islandcitydental.com

dental

 MASTER HYPNOTHERAPIST 
AND LIFE COACH

Coach Bill For Life
WWW.COACHBILLFORLIFE.COM

954.641.8315

ADDICTIONS • SMOKING 
• WEIGHT LOSS •

INSOMNIA • STRESS 
REDUCTION • ROAD RAGE 

• ANGER MANAGEMENT 
• PAST LIFE ANALYSIS • 

RELATIONSHIP COACHING

handyman

health

ADRIENNE ARShT CENTER
1300 Biscayne Blvd, Miami, FL 33132
305.949.6722
Arshtcenter.org

GAY MEN’S ChORUS OF SOUTh FLORIDA 
PO Box 39617, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339
954-763-2266
Gaymenschorusofsouthflorida.org

FT LAUDERDALE GAY MEN'S ChORUS
PO Box 9772, Ft Lauderdale, FL 33310-9772
954-832-0060
www.theftlgmc.org

KRAVIS CENTER
701 Okeechobee Blvd, West Palm Beach, FL
(561) 832-7469
Kravis.org

a&e

ANDREWS LIVING ARTS STUDIO
23 NW 5th St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
954.530.1879 
Classcreations.com

florist

MIAMI/BROWARD/PALM BEACh
Paint/Caulk/Remove Grout/Yard Work
Fix Drips & Switches/Debris removal
Assembles Furniture & Appliances
Repair or Fix Call "Avrom" Keith 786-227-9981

final arrangements

JOE PUNDAI
Pre-Need Counselor

954-494-0366
Call For Your FREE No 
Obligation Consultation

Budget Friendly Payment Plans Available

YOUR PARTNER
I N  H O M E  H E A LT H C A R E

917.447.7894 • www.treldercare.com

Private Nurse/Medical Assistant & Companion
• Certified in Alzheimer’s, Dementia & Parkinson’s Disease
•  Responsible, trustworthy, compassionate, reliable liaison 

between doctors and family
•  Nursing care & daily administrative household needs
•  Worked with high visibility clients including Al Lewis 

(Grandpa Munster)

chiropractic

sfgn.com

COAST ChIROPRACTIC
INJURY & WELLNESS CENTER
2608 NE 16th Ave, Wilton Manors, FL 33334
954.463.3036
www.coast-chiropractic.com

chiropractic

sfgn.com

cleaning
EMERALD IRISh CLEANING 
Established for 30 years. 3 hours of  cleaning for 
$60.00. Use time as you wish. English speaking 
*hand scrubbed floors* Cleaning supplies included.  
Service guaranteed 954-524-3161

sfgn.com
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954.610.8816

IRIS SEYMOUR
S A L E S  &  R E N T A L S

DR. TORY SULLIVAN
2500 N Federal Hwy #301, Fort Lauderdale, FL
954.533.1520
Torysullivanmd.com

NATURA DERMATOLOGY
1120 Bayview Dr, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
754.333.4886
naturadermatology.com

AMERICAN PAIN ExPERTS
6333 N. Federal Hwy, Ste. 250, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
954-678-1074
Americanpainexperts.com

LAW OFFICE OF ROBIN BODIFORD
2550 N Federal Hwy #20, Fort Lauderdale, FL
954.630.2707
Lawrobin.com
LAW OFFICE OF GREGORY KABEL
1 East Broward Blvd #700, Fort Lauderdale, 33301
954.761.7770
gwkesq@bellsouth.net
LAW OFFICE OF SELZER & WEISS
1515 NE 25th St, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
954.567.4444
Selzerandweiss.com
LAW OFFICE OF ShAWN NEWMAN
710 NE 26th St, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
954.563.9160
Shawnnewman.com

LAW OFFICE OF GEORGE CASTRATARO
707 NE 3rd Ave #300, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
954.573.1444
Lawgc.com

legal

AMERICAN TAx & INSURANCE
2929 E Comm. Blvd, 8th Floor Penthouse D, Fort Lauderdale, FL

954.302.3228
Americantaxandinsurance.com

investments

Income Tax Preparation

•Individual
•Small Business
•Free Consultation

 Doug Turner, Enrolled Agent
 Best Books and Taxes
 2201 Wilton Drive
 bestbooksandtaxes.com

 954-565-1041
 Call today for appointment

BARTON & MILLER CLEANERS
2600  N. Dixie Hwy
Wilton Manors,  FL  33305
954-566-4314

professional services

professional services

Have you made your
wishes known?

We’re here to help.
1-800-343-5400

www.levitt-weinstein.com

Pre-Arrangement
Discounts For All Our

LGBT Friends

Levitt Small Ad Gay Publication :Newspaper Ad Cont.  8/17/15  1:56 PM  Page 1

STORKS BAKERY
2505 NE 15th Ave, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
954.567.3220
Storksbakery.com

J. MARK’S
1245 N Federal Hwy, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
(954) 390-0770
Jmarksrestaurant.com
ERNIE'S B-B-Q 
1843 S Federal Hwy, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
954-523-8636

restaurants

The Best Cellar
Boutique Wine Shop & Wine Bar

The Ultimate Wine
Tasting Experience
Wed., Thurs., Fri., 
Sat., at 8:00 p.m.

ONLY $15 PER PERSON! 
954-630-8020

1408 N.E. 26th St.
Wilton Manors, FL 33334

BEEFCAKES
 1721 N Andrews Ave, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311
954.463.6969
boardwalkbar.com

retail
PEACE PIPE
4800 N Dixie Hwy, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
954.267.9005
Facebook.com/peacepipefl
DAOUD’S FINE JEWELERS
2473 E Sunrise Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
954.928.2437
Daouds.com

The Parish of Sts. Francis and Clare
Where we welcome and appreciate diversity.

101 NE 3rd St
Fort Lauderdale FL 33301

Mass Times:
Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 10:30 AM

Ecumenical Catholic
954.731.8173

www.stsfrancisandclare.org
Baptisms • Weddings • Memorial Services

real estate

DR. PIERRE B. BLAND, DVM
1332  E.  Commercial Blvd., Oakland Park, FL 33334
954-673-8579
Doctorblandvet.com

veterinarian

spirituality

KALIS-MCINTEE FUNERAL & CREMATION CENTER
2505 N. Dixie Hwy, Wilton Manors, FL  33305
954-566-7621
Kalismcintee.com

health

Integrity Palm Beach
INTEGRITY is an official organization of the Episcopal 
Church that brings together single and partnered LGBTQ women 
and men and their allies for fellowship, advocacy, education and 
socializing.

SEPTEMBER 10TH  

Trish Ernst 
Area Agency on Aging Director of Communications re. LGBT Elders

When: The second Saturday of each month, 7:30 p.m. program 
or presenter, immediately following 6:00 p.m. Communion Service 
and 6:45 potluck supper provided by attendees

Where:  St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
100 North Palmway • Lake Worth, FL 33460

FOR INFORMATION: 
www.integritypalmbeach.org or  

Joe@thegraphicissue.com
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• Logos
• Advertisements
• Book Covers
• Social Media
• Vector
• Illustration

Excellence in aesthetics

For any visual task that needs a sly eye,
Visit DogFoxDesign.com

MIKE ThE RENTAL GUY - NE Lauderdale/Wilton 
Manors/Oakland/Victoria Park-1/1 from $990 
2/1 from $1190. Credit & Income Requirements-
Pets okay with restriction. Call for Details Mike 
561-703-5533

rentals

pets/supplies

Classified$
To place a Classified Ad, call 

Tim Higgins at 954.530.4970 or 
email at Tim.Higgins@sfgn.comSFGN

AFFORDABLE AWESOME MASSAGE BY JIM - 
Offering Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports and LomiLomi 
Massage for Men; in a very comfortable, relaxed 
and Private Massage Studio, NOW conveniently 
located in Wilton Manors on NE 26th Street, with 
plenty of free parking. Same Day appointments are 
welcome; please call Jim, 954-600-5843 email: info@
massagebyjim.com or visit my website for testimonials, 
rates and more. GREAT OPENING SPECIAL 
NOW AVAILABLE! www.massagebyjim.com 
Licensed and Certified MM22293

licensed massage

hARRY’S ELECTRIC RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL - Additions, renovations, service 
upgrades, breaker panels,FPL undergrounds, 
code violations, A/C wiring, ceiling fans, 
recessed, security & landscaping, lighting, pools, 
pumps, Jacuzzis, water heaters, FREE PHONE 
ESTIMATES 954-522-3357 Lic & Ins. www.
harryelectrician.com 

COOL POOLS- RELIABLE POOL SERVICE - 
Professional pool service.Covering Wilton Manors, 
Lighthouse Point, and eastside of Pompano Beach. 
15 years experience. Licensed and insured.Free 
estimates. Call 954-235-0775.

WANT TO LEARN hOW TO  PLAY ThE 
PIANO? Learn from an experienced teacher. All 
levels and ages welcome. Learn to play classical, 
popular, jazz, or show tunes. Visit www.edwinchad.
com or call 954-826-9555 for more information.

piano

framing

painting
GREGG'S PAINTING - I paint both interior and 
exterior. Great rates, free estimates. I am detailed-
oriented, friendly, reliable, punctual, and neat. No job 
too small. Broward and Palm Beach Counties. Call 
Gregg at 617-306-5694 or 954-870-5972 E-Mail: 
gmanbenn44@gmail.com

pool service

music lessons
VOICE LESSONS & MUSIC ThEATRE 
COAChING - Over 30 years experience. Students 
have performed on (and off) Broadway, in National 
& International tours, recorded solo albums & placed 
in prestigious competitions. www.kreutzmusic.com 
617-967-0575

electrician

attorney home care

sfgn.com

Place an ad in SFGN’s Classifieds

954.530.4970

www.customalarmcontractors.com

custom alarm
contractors, Inc.

Est. 1989
“Experience Matters”
Service after the sale!
▶ residential security
▶ commercial security
▶ closed circuit tV

954-725-3633Licensed & Insured

sfgn.com

Place an ad in
SFGN’s Classifieds

954.530.4970
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rentals - 
wilton manors

1BD/1BA DUPLEx WILTON MANORS - Just 
west of Andrews Avenue, blocks from Wilton Drive. 
Very clean 700 sq ft, parking, central a/c, internet 
and cable included. $900/month. 1st, last, sec. 
Background/Credit check, $25 app fee. Contact 
Mike Trottier, Realtor. iHome Florida Real Estate 
954-627-1222

hOME TO ShARE-WALK TO WILTON DRIVE - 
Prof. GWM seeks roommate in 2/2,friendly, quiet, 
and neat, home with pool. Furnished room, private 
bath, all utilities, cable TV, high speed internet, 
W/D, C/AC, full house and pool privileges. Off 
street parking. No Drugs. Outside smoker O.K. 
Only $850/month, Min 6 mo. lease. Credit/
Background check required. No pets. Owner has 
cat. First and Last 954-873-5321

roommates

vacation rentals
WILTON MANORS CALYPSO INN B&B AND 
VACATION RENTALS -
“Fill the room NO Vacancy Specials” are 
back for the months of August and 
September. Reserve or walk in and if we 
have vacant rooms and good Monday 
through Thursdays. Any two consecutive 
nights reduced from $199 to $149 or any 
three consecutive nights reduced from 
$299 to $219. The total stay rates are 
plus taxes and are based on any room 
still available. Guest must be 21 or 
over and have a Valid Non-Debit Major 
Credit Card and Identification. “Must 
mention this add when inquiring” Call 
Wes at 954-605-3561 daily 8am to 6pm

sfgn.com
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