




The Presidents
of the

University of Florida

A gift from the George A. Smathers Libraries commemorating the inauguration
of President W. Kent Fuchs featuring presidential images from the University Archives. 

George A. Smathers Libraries



DECEMBER 2015



W. Kent Fuchs
Inauguration December 4, 2015



5

We welcome the twelfth President of the University of Florida, Kent Fuchs. Dr. Fuchs was born on an 
Oklahoma farm on November 3, 1954. He holds degrees from Duke University (B.S.E.), Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School (M. Div.) and the University of Illinois (M.S. and Ph.D.). 

He was a professor in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering and the Coordinated 
Science Laboratory at Illinois from 1985 to 1996. From 1996 to 2002, he headed the School of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering at Purdue University. 

He served as the Joseph Silbert Dean of Engineering at Cornell University from 2002 to 2008 before 
being appointed Provost at that institution. As Provost, he led the successful campaign to create a 
technology campus on Roosevelt Island in New York City. 

In accepting the presidency at the University of Florida, Dr. Fuchs outlined his overarching goal: To 
elevate its stature, as measured by quality and comparative excellence, to that of one of the nation’s top 
public universities. 



J. Bernard Machen
2004–2014
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J. Bernard “Bernie” Machen was born March 26, 1944, in Greenwood, Mississippi. After attending 
Vanderbilt University for his undergraduate studies, he earned his doctor of dental surgery degree 
from St. Louis University and his master’s degree in pediatric dentistry and doctorate in educational 
psychology from the University of Iowa. He held positions at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and the University of Michigan before accepting the presidency of the University of Utah in 1998. 
He became Florida’s eleventh president on January 5, 2004.

In Bernie Machen’s eleven years as President, the university saw continued growth in research dollars, 
campus development and private endowments. Dr. Machen introduced new programs, including 
the mid-town Innovation Square and the Innovation Hub incubator, to promote more public-private 
research collaboration. In 2013, the university launched a billion dollar Preeminence Plan that will create 
100 new positions for current faculty as well as 100 new endowed positions. The plan is supported by 
$150 million in combined state and university dollars and an $800 million fundraising campaign. 

As tuition rates climbed, Dr. Machen became deeply concerned that the costs were making UF 
inaccessible to lower and middle class families. To offset this trend, the Machen Florida Opportunity 
Scholars Program was created. The program enabled more than 3,200 low-income students to enroll. He 
also promoted UF Online as an alternative and less expensive means of acquiring a Florida degree. The 
athletic teams saw unparalleled success winning fifteen national championships including back-to-back 
championships in men’s basketball in 2006 and 2007. Dr. Machen left office on December 31, 2014.



Charles E. Young
1999–2003
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Charles “Chuck” Young was born in Highland, California, on December 30, 1931. He earned his B.A. 
from the University of California, Riverside, and his doctoral degree from the University of California, 
Los Angeles. He rose in the ranks of UCLA’s chancellor’s office and was appointed chancellor in 1968. At 
age 36, he was the youngest person to head a major American university. When Dr. Young stepped down 
from his position in 1997, he had served longer than any other modern college leader. 

Chuck Young did not intend to become Florida’s tenth president when he arrived in 1999 as he had 
accepted a temporary post as interim president. Soon after his arrival, though, the state revamped its 
system of higher education, making it difficult to find suitable presidential candidates. 

Dr. Young became university President in 2000 after he agreed to stay on while the university’s new 
Board of Trustees continued the search. He skillfully guided Florida through the transition until the 
arrival of J. Bernard Machen in January 2004. 

Since his departure from Florida, Young has served as president of the Qatar Foundation and as chief 
executive officer of the Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art.



John V. Lombardi
1990–1999
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John Lombardi was born in Los Angeles on August 19, 1942, and was educated in California, where 
he earned his B.A. from Pomona College. After receiving his Ph.D. from Columbia University, Dr. 
Lombardi accepted a faculty position at Indiana University and later served as Indiana’s Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. He left Indiana in 1987 to become Provost at the Johns Hopkins University 
before coming to Florida in March 1990.

Lombardi’s leadership was tested soon after his arrival when the serial killing of five UF and Santa 
Fe College students terrorized the Gainesville community in August 1990. During this troubling 
time, President Lombardi focused his attention on the needs of the students. His calm and reassuring 
demeanor did much to bring the campus together.  

The Lombardi years were a decade of unprecedented growth for the university. Several high profile 
research centers were established including the McKnight Brain Institute and the Engineering 
Research Center for Particle Science and Technology. Dr. Lombardi was an enthusiastic promoter of 
new technologies and insisted that every student attending Florida own a personal computer.  
Success with academics was more than matched by the achievements of the athletic program.  
Gator teams garnered seven Southeastern Conference All-Sports Trophies and seven national 
championships. President Lombardi stepped down in 1999 and accepted the post of chancellor at the 
University of Massachusetts in 2002. From 2007 until 2012, he served as President of the Louisiana 
State University System.



Robert A. Bryan
Interim President 1989–1990
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Robert Bryan was born in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, on April 26, 1926. Dr. Bryan earned a bachelor’s 
degree at the University of Miami, followed by a master’s and a Ph.D. in English from the University 
of Kentucky. He joined the English department of the University of Florida in 1957, and specialized in 
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English literature. 

He began his administrative career as Dean of the Graduate School in 1961. Dr. Bryan left Florida in 
1969 to accept an appointment at Florida Atlantic University. He returned the following year and became 
Vice President for Academic Affairs in 1975. He served as the university’s first Provost from 1985 until 
his appointment as interim president following the resignation of Marshall Criser. 

As interim president, Dr. Bryan took decisive action to protect the integrity of the university following 
investigations into two athletic programs. He retired in 1990 but came out of retirement to serve as 
interim president at the University of Central Florida and then at the University of South Florida.  

Dr. Bryan now resides in Gainesville. In addition to his service to the University of Florida, Bryan has 
been president of the Florida Association of Colleges, and a consultant for the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools, as well as the author of numerous books, journal articles and reviews.



Marshall M. Criser 
1984–1989
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Marshall Criser was born in Rumson, New Jersey, on September 4, 1928, and was educated in Florida.  
He received his B.S. and LL.B. from the University of Florida. As a Florida student, Criser served as 
president of Florida Blue Key, business manager of the yearbook and homecoming chair. He practiced 
law in Palm Beach and served on the Florida Board of Regents from 1971 until 1981, serving as the chair 
from 1974 to 1977.  

Criser began his term as president on September 1, 1984. He was the second Florida alumnus to serve as 
Florida’s president.  He built on the efforts of his predecessor, and during his term Florida was admitted 
to the Association of American Universities, the nation’s foremost association of research universities. 
Admission standards tightened significantly during his administration, and improvements were made in 
the area of student advisement. 

Criser’s greatest achievement, though, was the inauguration of Florida’s first comprehensive capital 
campaign which eventually achieved over $390 million in donations. He also had to contend with two 
football scandals. Criser returned to his law practice after resigning in March 1989. In 1991, the student 
services center was named in his honor. In 2001, Governor Jeb Bush appointed Criser the first chair of 
the university’s Board of Trustees.



Robert Quarles Marston
1974–1984
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Robert Marston was born in Toana, Virginia, on February 12, 1923. He earned his B.S. from the Virginia 
Military Institute and his M.D. at the Medical College of Virginia. Marston began his administrative 
career in 1961 as Dean of the University of Mississippi’s School of Medicine where he gained 
recognition for his support of racial integration. From 1968 to 1974, he served as Director of the 
National Institutes of Health.  

On January 11, 1974, the Florida Board of Regents selected Marston as the university’s seventh president. 
Marston promised a strong commitment to affirmative action, and minority enrollment increased 
significantly during his administration. Even more dramatic was the improvement in the university’s 
endowment. Beginning with an endowment of roughly $10 million, the endowment rose by an additional 
$10 million each year he was in office, an amazing accomplishment given the poor economy of the late 
1970s. The additional funds supported hiring eminent chairs and enrolling National Merit scholars. 
Sponsored research also saw dramatic increases during the Marston years. A medical scientist by 
training, Marston was a steadfast supporter of the humanities, and he encouraged the creation of the 
College of Fine Arts. Marston announced his retirement in November 1982, effective September 1, 
1984. In 1985, the university was accepted into the prestigious Association of American Universities, an 
achievement largely due to Marston’s efforts.

In 1985, Marston chaired the important Symposium on the Medical Implications of Nuclear War. He 
died on March 14, 1999.



E. Travis York, Jr.
Interim President 1973–1974
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E. T. York was born July 4, 1922, in Valley Head, Alabama. York received his B.S. and M.S. degrees from 
Auburn University and his Ph.D. from Cornell in 1949. He held agricultural appointments at North 
Carolina State University, Auburn and the United States Department of Agriculture before joining the 
University of Florida as Provost for Agriculture in 1963. 

He is credited with establishing the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) and the Center for 
Tropical Agriculture. From 1964 to 1973, he served as Vice President for Agricultural Affairs. In 1973, 
he was appointed Executive Vice President by President O’Connell and, when O’Connell stepped down, 
York became interim president. From 1975 to 1980, he served as chancellor of the State University System 
of Florida. 

In retirement, York devoted his time to fighting world hunger through the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. He died on April 15, 2011, in Gainesville.



Stephen C. O’Connell
1967–1973
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Steven C. O’Connell was the sixth President of the University of Florida, and the first Florida alumnus 
and only native Floridian to lead the university. O’Connell was born in West Palm Beach on January 22, 
1916, and enrolled at Florida in 1934. He was captain of the boxing team and student body president. He 
graduated in 1940 with degrees in business administration and law. After wartime service, he practiced 
law in Ft. Lauderdale and served on the Florida Supreme Court from 1955 to 1967.  

O’Connell assumed the presidency in October 1967 as campuses nationwide coped with student unrest.  
O’Connell initiated an Action Conference in May 1968 to discuss student concerns. Progress was 
made, particularly in regards to policies on speakers, housing and student counseling. Student unrest 
often overshadowed the considerable advances in academic programs made during his tenure. A 1970 
evaluation of graduate programs by the American Council on Education gave national ranking to 22 
departments, compared to 11 when he took office. 

Several buildings were added to the campus including a new museum (Dickinson Hall), a new law 
center and major additions to the Health Center. Probably no action taken by O’Connell had a greater 
lasting impact than his decision to halt the demolition of historic buildings, which paved the way for the 
creation of the campus historic district.

President O’Connell announced his resignation in June 1973. The Stephen C. O’Connell Student 
Activities Center was dedicated in 1981 in recognition of his service to his alma mater. O’Connell died on 
April 14, 2001.



J. Wayne Reitz
1955–1967
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J. Wayne Reitz was born on New Year’s Eve 1908 in Olathe, Kansas. He attended Colorado State 
University and earned his master’s from the University of Illinois in 1935. He accepted a position at the 
University of Florida as professor of agricultural economics in 1934 while also doing doctoral work at the 
University of Wisconsin. He received his Ph.D. in 1941.  

After a stint in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Reitz returned to Florida in 1949 as Provost for 
Agriculture. He was selected as UF’s fifth president in March 1955. The only Florida president selected 
from within the institution, he was well-suited to build on the programs begun by President Miller 
while also initiating many of his own. 

Reitz worked closely with state officials to open the medical school and training hospital (now UF 
Health Shands Hospital). During his tenure, WUFT-TV went on the air and GENESYS, an innovative 
and interactive televised classroom for engineering courses, was initiated. A doubling of the student 
population from 9,000 to 18,000 accompanied campus expansion. Reitz announced his retirement in 
January 1967 but stayed on until Stephen C. O’Connell took office later that year.

After his retirement, Reitz served on the Rockefeller Foundation’s Board of Agricultural Consultants and 
the Public Advisory Committee for Trade Negotiations. He also worked with the University of Florida 
Foundation until his death on Christmas Eve of 1993. 



John Stuart Allen
Interim President 1953–1955
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John Allen was born in Pendleton, Indiana, on 
May 13, 1907. He received his B.A. from Earlham 
College, an M.A. from the University of Minnesota 
and his Ph.D. from New York University. 

He served as Director of the Division of Higher 
Education in the Education Department of the 
State of New York before being appointed Vice 
President of the University of Florida by President 
Miller in 1948. 

When President Miller died in 1953, Allen served as 
interim present until 1955. In 1957, he was selected 
as the founding president of the University of South 
Florida by the Florida Board of Control. He held 
that title until his retirement in 1970. Allen died 
on December 27, 1982, in Tampa.

View of UF historic dorms and path through an arch.
(University Archives)



J. Hillis Miller
1948–1953
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J. Hillis Miller was born August 29, 1899, in Front Royal, Virginia. He attended the University of 
Richmond and the University of Virginia and received his Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1933. He 
served as president of Keuka College before being appointed Associate Commissioner of Education for 
the State of New York in 1941.  

The postwar enrollment boom was in full swing when J. Hillis Miller arrived at the University of Florida 
in 1947. The first wave of women to be admitted to Florida joined thousands of former servicemen that 
year. To meet the needs of a rapidly growing university, Miller dedicated his primary efforts to campus 
planning and staff development. A $15,000,000 building program was undertaken. 

To accommodate the new students while buildings were being erected, temporary wooden structures 
appeared all over campus. New academic programs were initiated and existing ones were expanded, 
including the addition of ten doctoral degrees. Miller also laid the groundwork for the creation of the 
medical school. He died on November 14, 1953. In 1959, the J. Hillis Miller Health Science Center was 
dedicated in his memory.



H. Harold Hume
Interim President 1947
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Known as one of the South’s outstanding leaders in horticulture, Harold Hume spent more than twenty 
years serving the University of Florida. Born in Canada in 1875, Hume attended Ontario Agricultural 
College before receiving his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Iowa State College. 

He was on the staff of the North Carolina Experiment Station, served as chairman of the board of the 
Glenn St. Mary Nursery Company and was president of the E.O. Painter Fertilizer Company before 
joining the University of Florida in 1930. 

He became Dean of the College of Agriculture in 1938 and in 1943 became Provost for Agriculture. 
When President Tigert retired, Hume was appointed interim president.   

In addition to his work at Florida, Hume was named chairman of the administrative committee of 
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences and later recognized with an honorary doctor of 
science degree from Clemson University. Hume remained Provost for Agriculture until he retired on 
June 30, 1949, after which he continued work in his field and was author of several articles and books. 
Affectionately known as the “Grand Old Man of Agriculture,” Hume died on October 10, 1965.



John James Tigert
1928–1947
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John Tigert was born February 11, 1882. He received his B.A. at Vanderbilt in 1904. At Vanderbilt, he 
excelled in academics and athletics and was the first Rhodes Scholar selected from Tennessee. In 1921, 
President Warren G. Harding selected Tigert for the post of United States Commissioner of Education.  
Tigert served in that capacity until he accepted the presidency of the University of Florida in 1928.

Tigert guided Florida through some of its most difficult years, which included the Great Depression and 
World War II. The Depression highlighted the need for better economic research. The Bureau of Economic 
and Business Research was created in 1931 to investigate economic issues and to compile and publish 
economic and demographic data. Tigert also saw the possibility and importance of improving ties with 
nations in Latin America, and he was instrumental in the formation of the Institute for Inter-American 
Affairs. The Institute, initially established as a conference on Pan-American affairs, evolved to become 
today’s Center for Latin American Studies, one of the world’s top-ranked centers for regional studies.  

Although his main focus was academics, Tigert never lost his love for athletics. As a member of the 
National Rules Committee for college sports, he helped rewrite the rulebook for football. He also helped 
found the Southeastern Conference.  

After seeing the university through World War II and the immediate postwar expansion, Tigert 
announced his retirement in 1946. In 1960, the university’s new administration building was named in 
his honor. He died on January 21, 1965. 



James Marion Farr
Interim President 1927–1928



33

James Farr joined the faculty of the Florida 
Agricultural College in Lake City in 1901 as a 
professor of English and German. He received his 
B.A. and M.A. from Davidson College and his 
Ph.D. from the Johns Hopkins University. 

In 1904, President Andrew Sledd appointed Farr 
as Vice President of the university. Farr was also 
head of the English Department. He served in 
those dual capacities until his departure in 1934. 
Farr became interim president after the death of 
President Murphree in 1927. 

University Library, ca. 1925. (University Archives)



Albert A. Murphree
1909–1927
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Albert Murphree was born April 29, 1870, in the village of Walnut Grove, Alabama. He attended the 
University of Nashville and received his B.A. in 1894 and his M.A. in 1902. Murphree taught at several 
high schools and colleges before being hired as an instructor at the West Florida Seminary in 1895. Two 
years later, he became the president of that institution. 

Murphree was named the first president of the Florida State College for Women (now Florida State 
University) in 1905. In 1909, he succeeded Andrew Sledd as president of the University of Florida.  

Murphree took over a troubled university in 1909. Enrollments had been low, and building construction 
had been halted. During Murphree’s tenure, college enrollment grew from 130 in 1909 to 248 in 1914, 
then to just over 2,000 by the end of his administration. Building construction was constant: six 
classrooms, a cafeteria, a library, a gymnasium and the auditorium were built. 

One of his earliest actions was to organize the first colleges beginning with the colleges of law, arts and 
sciences, agriculture and engineering. Those were followed by a Teachers’ College (1911), the College of 
Pharmacy (1924), the College of Architecture (1925) and the College of Commerce and Journalism (1926).  
A coeducational Summer School was initiated in 1913 to serve the needs of Florida’s teachers. Murphree 
was popular with the student body and a booster of varsity sports. He died on December 20, 1927.  



Andrew Sledd
1905–1909
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Andrew Sledd was born November 7, 1870, in Lynchburg, Virginia. He earned his B.A. from Randolph-
Macon College in 1894 and his M.A. from Harvard in 1896. From 1896 to 1902, Sledd taught at Emory 
College. While at Emory, Sledd wrote a critique of race relations in the South that appeared in the 
Atlantic Monthly. The article produced a hailstorm of controversy, and Sledd was forced to resign. He 
then enrolled at Yale and received a Ph.D. in Latin in 1903. 

In 1904, Sledd was selected as president of the University of Florida in Lake City. The Buckman Act 
of 1905 abolished that school, and the present-day University of Florida was created. Despite political 
opposition, Sledd was selected as the first president. Gainesville was chosen as the site for the new 
university, and Sledd had the onerous task of closing the Lake City campus while supervising the 
construction of the first buildings in Gainesville. As president, he recruited a topnotch faculty and 
boasted of having a higher percentage of Ph.D.s than any college in the southeast. He also raised 
admission standards and worked with high schools to improve their curricula.  

In 1909, the Florida Board of Education made known its intention to remove President Sledd. When 
the Florida Board of Control, the governing board for higher education, threatened to resign in protest, 
Sledd offered his resignation, instead. He went on to serve as president of Southern University and later 
had a distinguished career as professor of Greek and New Testament Literature at the Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University. He died on March 6, 1939. 



Library West facing University Avenue.
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Night view of Century Tower and the University Auditorium. (University Archives)




