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From the Editor

We 're trying something new this
issue. . In the past, we have given much
more room to the printed word than to
illustrations. This time we are giving
more room to our artists and we like the
results. I think that- the center fold
story is a good example of this, and I
hope that you like -this approach.

Another innovation this time is
•the printing of a short story. We tend
to shy away from fiction, but the fact
that this was written by our own Richard
Marsh and the fast that it is a fine
story have given us the courage to go
ahead.

This issue has more ads per page
than we have had before. Quite frankly,
Solares Hill needs the revenue to meet
its obligations. In the summer we have
fewer advertisers and we charge less for
our ads. This tends to set us back a
bit. Hopefully, in the "Winter Season"
we will loosen up some and have more
copy and art proportionately than is in
this issue.

We were going to have a report on
the filling in.of the salt ponds behind
Key West By-The-Sea, but our writer popped
off to Captiva Island for a vacation and
forgot to leave us his report. We will
have it next issue.

Our next edition of Solares Hill
will be out a few days early. Election
day is the first day of November this
year, and we will be endorsing some can- •
didates for the up-coming election. Ob-
viously we want everyone to have a
chance to read our endorsements before
the election, so you can look for your
November paper toward the end of October.

The past-few months we have had a
variety of people lay-out the paper.
All have done a fine job. In August,
Gary Smith did it; in September, Saottie
Hillman and George Abb'ott; and this issue,
Walt Hyla. All have been colleagues at
one time or another at Greene. Street
Graphics, and we are fortunate to have
had this selection of outstanding pro-
fessional people to help us with our

paper. Tom Pope, our Art Director,
should be back with us soon.

Hey, we know that we left out some
remarkable Key West dogs in our article
a few months back. Write us if you feel
that a super dog has been slighted --
two people wrote us about "Toofey" this
issue, and we reprint their letters in
the paper.

See you next month -- remember that
we will be out early!

Mona Fields by
Frances Signorelli

The cover this time is by Sandy Juliano
of Santon Studio.
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THE FIRST TIME I ran into Mona
Fields was at one of these all-out art
gallery openings in the heart of the
Season, and there she was, largely,
confronting me, embroidered like a sam-
pler, done up like a parcel, in a magen-
ta tasseled shawl. There was the usual
covey of Mona. watchers, ordinary folk,
riveted in the middle of the corridor,
overawed by her broad, elegant vowels.

And ever since I have been a member
of Mona's coterie, that catholic segment
of the island, who, adoring or annoyed,
swing on for the ride. I call her my
Nero Wolfe of Simonton Street. Scrappy,
tough, resilient. Many's the time that
I have gone to pick her brain? Mona re-
cognizes the refinements of any situa-
tion.

GENERALLY, late afternoons, Mona
reigns under a small, briary tree, re-
gally ignoring passing traffic, there
by the stoop of her Old Cook House An-
tique Shop, just a couple of skips from
the frenetic intersection of Fleming
and Simonton Streets.

Mona's shop is crowded to the gun-
wales, and unsuspecting tourists who
tumble into it have heeled over with
amazement. This is just as Mona planned
it. She means them to feel this sense
of discovery, and so she never has put
anything, up. With impregnable dignity,
she can move about, unerringly, putting
her large white thumb onto the jade
pitcher or the chalice of Alexander VII
or the silver crumber shaped like a
snake. However, I once took a little
Taiwan deer of teakwood, and before she
rummaged out the change we had lost it,
and I don't believe we ever found it.

MONA NEVER LOSES her self-command,
though she has been scourged by numerous
glamorous disasters befalling her in
true Job-like style. Recently, while
scuttling across a busy conjunction of
lanes and streets, she was run over by
TWO cars. Kersplat! She is a keen
reader, and I can tell you that never
had there been more books read on the
second floor of De Poo Hospital than
during that six months of her,sojourn
there. Now a heavy sickness has assailed
her, not in the slightest marring her
prodigality; presently, a walker has
been added to her accoutrements... the
French beret, the muu-muu dresses, the
outsized purse, and the pear-shaped
tones of Mona's speaking-lecturing voice.

I DROPPED BY to visit Mona in her
Porter Place menage, a breezy, east-
facing apartment. " Hers is the corner
one with the banana trees. She receives
me on her porch surrounded with recepta-
cles for the care and feeding of her
vast family of cats. Plata, the favorite,
like a little silver scarf pours off
Mona's steps onto the bit of dusty lawn
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about the size of a food stamp. Mona
indicates a punctured plastic hassock
which is to be my slot. I remove my
foot from the cats' water bowl.

CONVERSING with Mona ranges:
Women and Love — "Best not to di-

vulge the agonies, the defeats, the
thrills of a love affair while swept up
in it. After it calms, when it passes,
when it's gone, one will regret being
self-revelatory."

Dress — Mona once sewed me a frock
by hand; she asserts she is above using
a sewing machine or a pattern.

Key West — "Was it worth it?
Worth coming here?" She, as a young
girl, rode a motorcycle over Europe and

cavorted rather briskly through splendid
admirers in dreamy places.

Food — She belonged to a club with
a group of_ New York writers and editors
called the Friends of the Aubergine.
The aubergine is an eggplant. Once she
prepared for the group a seven-course
meal from soup to nuts, each course con-
sisting of aubergine. She attests that
they were exalted by the experience.

I EXTRACT MYSELF, not without re-
luctance, from Dulsie the cat and from
Mona's ambience. . .'Talk and Ideas and
Keep-the-Flag-Flying.

In truth, Mona Field's misfortunes
have only increased her substance.
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A Traditional Old'e Pirates Bar

ALL SUMMER LONG
HAPPY- ''HOUR"

Ice cola large draft 50c
Miller- Bud

MUer Dark - P.B.R.

Wine & wine coolers 75c
Imported beer 1.00

Sandwiches
Pinball

Pizza
Cable TV

Hermit Crab Races Sunday Nights
- "Surfer" — Manager Ph.305-294-7234

615 DUVAL STREET, "OLD TOWN"

+ "CHINA STAR •*
SERVING FINE .

Chinese and Vietnamese Food
Cooked to Order By Our Chef Anna

BREAKFAST LUNCH
SPECIAL * SPECIAL

Served Jam l o l l am SERVED DAILY
* SJ99

Come in and enjoy the relaxing atmosphere of
our tea room or tropical garden. For a really dif-
ferent surrounding you will love our waterfall.
You may also take advantage of our convenient
take out service,

. HOURS
Tuesday to Sunday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 5:30 to ]1 p.m.

Closed Mondays 1007SIMONTONST.

GERMAN STYLED
BREAD, ROLLS, PASTRIES, CAKES

Searstown 294-2450

FREE PARKING KEY WEST, FLORIDA

EL CACIQUE RESTAURANT

SPECIALIZING IN
SPANISH FOOD & CUBAN SANDWICHES

125 DUVAL ST, TEL. 4-4OOO
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C L O S E D MONDAY

some remarks
Reaction to last month's article on

Monroe County's abortive effort to es-
tablish an Out-Patient Clinic in 1973
was generally positive, including one
person close to the situation who volun-
teered additional information that sup-
ported our findings. One letter men-
tioned an aspect of the Clinic's closing
that we had not covered, and tended to
shift the blame for the closing away
from then-Director of Social Services
Vi Papp:

"The Health Department's Out-Patient
Clinic was marvellous and did so much
good for people with little problems and
no money. Only trouble was, it worked
too well and the local doctors didn't
like it. They're the ones who deep-
sixed it, undercover as usual!...Local
doctors should have welcomed the clinic,
as it removed many patients from them --
patients who couldn't pay anyhow. They
predicted failure and couldn't let it
succeed. Don't blame Vi Papp -- she made
the program work and is a whiz of effi-
ciency."

The letter was signed, but the fear
of reprisal mentioned in the article was
evident, and we were requested to with-
hold the writer's name.

THE ISLAND ROOTS FESTIVAL,- which
features the sister city designation be-
tween New Plymouth on Green Turtle Key,
Bahamas, and Key West, will take place
November 18-19 in Key West. The Festival
will salute the ties of the people of Key
West with the Bahamians. The first part

of the festivities will be held here,
and then the party will move to New Ply-
mouth.

THERE WILL BE entertainers from the
Bahamas — including the famous Nassau
Police Band — beginning Friday November
18. Friday evening at the San Carlos
there will be a program open to the pub-
lic ,.which is sponsored by the' Bahamian
government. Tickets will be $3 a person.
All day Saturday there will be a street
festival in the 600 and 700 blocks of
Duval and from Petronia to Whitehead
Street.

/ The only affair not open to the
general public will be at 6:30 on the
evening of November 19 in the garden of
the Oldest House. This will be the scene
of a party for officials concerned with
the ceremonies and all Key Westers of
Bahamian descent. A highlight of this
party will be a presentation of a ship's
model to the people of Key West. Alton
Lowe of New Plymouth will present the
model, which was built by his father.
Those planning on attending the party
are urged to fill out the form shown here
and take it to the Monroe County Library
History Room. Those of Bahamian descent
who are not planning on attending should
fill out this form anyway to help enrich
our local historical records.

Tickets for this evening party cost
$4 a person or $3 a couple. Reservations
will be taken when the forms are handed
in, and it is recommended that they be
turned in early, as there are only 300
tickets that can be1sold for this affair.

W.H.
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SOUTH BEACH

WENDY TUCKER recently compiled an
excellent report for the Key West Citi-
zen on the problems that the city has -:
faced with the concession stand opera-
tion at South Beach. She wrote, "For
nearly all the time the lease has been
in effect, the beach restaurant-conces-
sion facility has not been open" (a
period of 32 months). And out of those
32 months only four minimum monthly pay-
ments have been made. This means that
instead of the minimum due the city of
$6,656 the city received only $832.

She pointed out, "Another major
provision of the lease is that a minimum
of $12,000 in improvements were to be
made to the facility." To date, a total
of $9,500 worth of work had been done.
She also noted, "There was nothing in
city hall files to indicate the lessee
had submitted any plan of improvements
to the (city) manager," and "contemplat-
ed improvements were to be first sub-
mitted to the city manager for approval."

A PERFORMANCE BOND was supposed to
have been posted for $5,000 to ensure
that terms of the lease would be lived
up to — this has apparently not been
done. There are supposed to be insur-
ance coverages provided by the lessee,
but "no records are available to indi-
cate that has been done." Wendy goes on
to report "that the basic public services
the leaseholder is to provide is the op-
eration of a restaurant and a bathhouse
. containing lockers, showers, and toilet
facilities. The lease also calls for
the leaseholder to purchase and make
available recreational gear and to main-
tain wooden umbrellas on the beach.
Beach accessories are to be sold or
rented." However, "there is no rest-
aurant or bathhouse in operation, no
gear or accessories are sold or rented,
the unfinished facility is without
equipment." As Wendy states, "The his-
tory of the 32-month old lease of the
city-owned South Beach restaurant-con-
cession facility is one of delays, few
payments, and except for some construc-
tion, non-performance by the leaseholder."

FOR SEVERAL YEARS now the citizens
of Key West have been denied the use of
their South Beach concession. In the
past few months the commissioners have
asked City Attorney "Mannie" James about
that area. James, who incidentally was
attorney for Island Renovations, Inc.,
President Bill Doorley in the past,-had
led the city to believe that matters
were well in hand. On September 5, I
asked what was the progress on eviction,
and James told me that by September 19
we could expect some results. On Septem-
ber 19, Richard Marsh of this newspaper
asked at a regular City Commission meet-
ing what was happening with the beach.
He was told that a formal petition of
eviction was filed in County Court.

In checking this out, I found that
no formal petition of eviction had been
filed with the County Court as of Septem-

Custom air-brushed shirts
414 Greene Street

Key.West

ber 27. No eviction inquiries have been
received from the city on this matter at
the office of County Court Judge Esquin-
aldo. I spoke with a representative of
the Sheriff •'s office who told me that a
fifteen day notice to vacate had been
filed with him on September 19 by the
city against Island Renovations, Inc.

APPARENTLY the city attorney is
just now beginning action on this matter.
Why such a run-around? Why such delays?
Why such evasions?

We will continue to monitor the
proceedings or lack of proceedings and
report on our findings in the next issue
of Solares Hill.

W.H.

DOROTHY RAYMER, a fixture of Key
West journalism for over a quarter of
a century, moves to Solares Hill with
this issue. In a regular column en-
titled "Notes and Antic-Dotes," Dorothy
will sketch past and -„" jyti
present island life,
serving up some of
the less well-known
local lore and char-
acters. A novel-in-
progress, There's
Always a Breeze,
which is set in Key
West, will also be
excerpted in forth-
coming issues.

A character in her own "write,"
Dorothy was awarded the female lead in
David Loovis1 Key West novel, The Last
' of the Southern Winds, in which the
hero's lover is given Dorothy's physi-
cal description, mannerisms, and job at
the local paper. In Tennessee Williams'
play The Gnadiges Fraulein (included in
his book Dragon Country) , Dorothy shows
up as Polly, the "southernmost gossip
columnist and Society Editor of the
southernmost hews organ in the Disunit-
ed Mistakes" — probably Williams' only
rollicking comedy role. Polly also
carries what is called "your Dorothy
bag," a reference to Dorothy's outsized
purses.

Dorothy's writing credits include
book and entertainment columns for The
Miami News and brief stints with other
papers, as well as assignments for high
school and college papers and short
stories and poems for her fourth grade
teacher. She received her Master's in
English Literature from Ohio State Uni-
versity in 1931, after being "requested
to withdraw" from Thiel College in Penn-
sylvania for writing a paper for a soci-
ology course entitled "Woman Is Not an
Incubator."

Needless to say, we feel honored to
welcome Dorothy to our staff.

R* M*
POETRY READINGS RESUME

Open poetry readings at Guild Hall
(614 Duval), suspended for the summer,
will resume October 2 and will continue
on the first Sunday of each month in-

continued on page 11
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Mariah's of Key West

A variety of

at discount prices

and an additional 10% discount
on all school clothes

533 DUVAL STREET PH. 294-9996

. Mariah's... where ladies come first
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Truman School
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yoga pants
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swimwear
nip-ltaps
jewelry

hats

517 DUVAL 294-2260
Open 7 days, Mon-Fri till 10:30, Sat till 12, Sun till 6



NOW OPEN 9 AM - 9 PM
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 9-11

310 Front St., Key West, Florida • Ph. 294-2042

editorial by
Bill Westray'

Key West Aloe is our
not-so-secret ingredient

for complete facial skin care

for sun and after sun

for sudsy, non-alkaline
bath products

for complete hair care

524 FRONT STREET • KEY WEST

made in Key West... where the Aloe grows/

FOR
FOR OVER
50 YEARS

FOOD PALACE

NOT JUST A GROCERY ...
BUT A SOCIAL CENTER

522 Fleming St. • Ph. 296-5663
Open 8 am - 7 pm Mon-Sat 8 am - 6 pm Sundays

ON TUESDAY, November 1, Key West voters will cast their
ballots to elect a mayor for two years and two city commis-
sioners for the next four years. The Mayor and one Commis-
sioner will be seeking re-election. There is a need to try
to evaluate past performance-of incumbents and to formulate
some objectives for future performance of both incumbent and
prospective new officials.

WE HAVE SEEN a number of good things happen in the past
four to six years which can be attributed more or less to
the efforts of our elected leadership. Among these are the
clean-up of Garrison Bight and construction of city boat
slips and docks; the institution of city bus service; the
restoration of Duval Street by the "Downtown '76" federal
project and private enterprise; the institution of the HUD
low-cost rehabilitation loans for restoration of small pri-
vate homes; steady progress in sidewalk repair and replace-
ment; substantial success in securing federal and state grant
assistance. While even these projects have been subjected to
individual criticisms, on balance their net effect appears
to us to be largely positive.

.HOWEVER, we are deeply concerned about a considerable
number of negative factors that have pervaded city hall op-
erations during this same period.

First of all, we are continually concerned at the seem-
ingly close and tight relationship between our mayor and
general contractor Rongo, Inc., who has been successful low
bidder on most of the city's public works contracts in the
past few years. We are concerned that this contractor was
allowed to perform work without bond (for which he was paid)
in violation of contract terms and that everyone disclaims
responsibility for this omission. We are concerned that
this contractor was permitted to proceed with his develop-
ment on Rest Beach in violation of the city zoning ordinance,
that work proceeded in spite of strong, timely, verbal and
written protests, that hearings on the matter were long de-
layed, that the city attorney advised the city commission in
favor of this contractor while at the same time representing
this contractor against state and federal authorities on the
same project, and that the mayor was involved in the design of
this project.

More recently, we have seen an offer by the contractor
through a Miami law firm, which incidentally represented the
city attorney in an unrelated criminal matter, to reimburse
the city at the rate of 50 cents on the dollar for the un-
earned bond fee allowance. This has been followed by a re-
commendation by the city attorney that the offer be accepted.

The entire relationship between the contractor, the
mayor and the city attorney has a bad odor.

SECONDLY, we are concerned about the apparent shortfall
of revenues from building permits and business licenses. In
particular, we have observed many construction sites for new,
renovative and repair projects, where building permits, visi-
ble from the street, are not displayed as required by law.
We have observed other projects where the scope of work ap-
pears to exceed the applicants' cost estimate front which the
fee schedule was figured. We believe that a more aggressive
review prior to issuing permits, followed by a more aggres-
sive inspection procedure would detect and increase revenues
where no building permits were secured, where scope of work
exceeds that authorized by the building permits, and would
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additionally detect business operations without occupational
licenses. We suggest that routine police patrols might eas-
ily detect construction projects not displaying building per-
mits (an ordinance violation) and refer suqh omissions to the
Building Department for follow-up by inspectors.

THIRDLY, we are concerned about the mismanagement of the
Key West Country Club and golf course that almost caused the
loss of this valuable public property, and that did in fact
cause the taxpayers a $90,000 financial loss while overlook-
ing the liability of 38 trustee guarantors of the loan. We
are especially concerned that the city attorney made no ade-
quate defense on behalf of the public in the foreclosure
suit against the city. In our opinion, he was not acting
in the best interest of the city.

AGAIN, we are concerned about the patronage or "Bubba"
system in city employment practices. We are concerned that
too many relatives and close friends of commissioners appear
on the city payroll; that in at least, one instance, two per-
sons were hired to fill one inspector vacancy; that unneces-
sary jobs are created to satisfy political obligations; that
city employees have been allowed to hold private jobs and do
private work on city time; that payroll costs consume so
much money that there is not enough money left to buy mater-
ials to keep some city workers productively employed. Re-
lated to this is the use of city workers by public officials
for private work on city time.

WE ARE CONCERNED that some favored few contractors are
apparently permitted to use city equipment, purchase mater-
ials from or through the city, and employ city workers dur-
ing regular working hours, and that city officials consider
such practices routine or normal — the potential for abuses
in such practices is obvious.

WE ARE CONCERNED about the apparent lack of statutory
authority for the Port and Transit Authority and at the ap-
parent arbitrary exercise of regulatory authority with re-
spect to anchorages.

WE ARE CONCERNED about the painfully slow progress of
a city liquid waste disposal plan and the lack of coordina-
tion with the county in this respect. Similarly, we are
concerned about the lack of coordination with the county on
a combined solid waste disposal plan for the Lower Keys.

WE ARE CONCERNED that the City Commissioners are giving
direct orders to department heads. This stems from permit-
ting each commissioner the right to represent a certain de-
partment or function such as repreation, fire, police, etc.

These commissioners have evolved into sort of super de-
partment heads with executive powers, sometimes preempting
the authority of the city manager. This is expressly for-
bidden by the city charter. For example, on New Year's Eve
a couple of years ago, one city commissioner was observed
directing police operations, which ultimately resulted in a
grand jury investigation derogatory to the city police. Un-<
der our form of city government, the commissioners and mayor
should confine themselves to investigation and evaluation of
operations, proposing legislation (ordinances); and provid-
ing policy guidance for execution by the city manager. Any

BIKINIS
ETC.

217'Duval. Street
Key West
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JIM PICKING
has gone independent

The Key West Optician
817 Peacock Plaza, Searstown • Ph. 294-7^11
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APPROPRIATE
GIFTS, HOUSEWARES, CLOTHING,

FURNISHINGS, STATIONERY, PAINTINGS
CERAMICS AND ACCESSORIES

assortment
507 Front Street (fronting the Pier House) in Old Key West. Call 294-4066
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direction they desire to give should be
given to the city manager by the corais-
sion as a body, after a majority vote "in
public meeting.

LASTLY, we feel great concern that
the city administration is almost total-
ly devoid of staff with professional
qualifications. As an example, the last
few Public Service Directors have been
professionally qualified for the job; the
present office-holder is not so qualified.
Another example is that we do not have a
professional city planner. This has led
to the almost total lack of cooperation
with the state in implementing the ob-
jectives of controlled development fol-
lowing designation as an Area of Critical
State Concern under the Florida Environ-
mental Land and Water Management Act of
1972. More recently, we have seen no
response by the city to the requirement
for a comprehensive development plan man-
dated by the Local Government Comprehen-
sive Planning Act of 1975. The city con-
tinues to struggle along with, but pay
little attention to, the grossly outmoded
10-year-old Milo Smith Plan, which urgent-
ly needs update in concept and detail.

WE SEE a compelling need for the
political candidates for mayor and city
commission to adopt the following ob-
jectives and principles.

IT IS NECESSARY to eliminate every
semblance of "conflict-of-interest." Our
city commissioners must curtail and mini-
mize any existing ties to contractors and .
other businessmen Vho do substantial work,
provide substantial services, or sell sub-
stantial amounts of supplies to the city,
where such ties might influence their
decisions. This code must be extended
to all appointed city officials in de-
cision-making positions. Even middle-
management personnel should be discouraged
from conducting substantial private busi-

ness with those who might later desire
favors respecting city business. Those
who decline to adhere to this code should
be terminated.

EVERY FULL-TIME city employee should
be prohibited from holding any outside
private job or engaging in any private
business which could in any way entail
his conducting private business during
his city work hours.

AN EXAMINATION and evaluation of
every city position should be conducted
to determine its function and need.
Those positions which are -not fully jus-
tified should be abolished. Those pos±-
tions which should be abolished should
be vacated by attrition and/or by reas-
signment of personnel involved to vacant
positions. Thereafter, new positions
should only be established by the commis-
sioners in regular open meetings with
allowance for public comment. All posi-
tions should have job descriptions and
standards of qualification which should
be strictly adhered to, and all new and
vacant positions should be advertised.

. THE LEGAL ASPECTS of the Country
Club situation should be reexamined in
depth to determine if the public interest
has been compromised. Possibly a sepaar-
ate law firm of the highest reputation
should be retained to conduct this study.
If the public interest is found not to
have been protected, appropriate, aggres-
sive action should be initiated.

BOTH THE liquid and solid waste dis-
posal plans should be pushed to comple-
tion for implementing the Lower Keys por-
tion of these plans. This coordination
might include joining the county in a
Waste Control District as authorized by
law.

THE DETERMINATION of the legal status

wlcwf
radio 1600

from Homestead
to Havana ...

frisco bob, Jeffrey,
paui, terry, and torn

All clay • Air night • All right!

Key West Pro Dive Shop. Inc.
1605 North Roosevelt Boulevard

Key West, Florida 33040
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COMPLETE SELECTION OF MAJOR EQUIPMENT

of the Port and Transit Authority should
be established by securing an opinion
from the Attorney General of Florida.
No future similar authority or extension
of commission authority or responsibility
should be undertaken except where clearly
permitted by and in accordance with law.
Where doubt exists, a prior opinion
should be secured from the Attorney Gen-
eral.

WE PEEL that the city commissioners
must constantly guard against the temp-
tation of giving direct orders to depart-
ment heads. This usurps the authority
of the city manager-type government as
it exists in Key West, which is prohibited
by statute.

AN UPDATED and sound Key West Compre-
hensive Development Plan should be a mat-
ter of top priority. This plan should
be completely responsive to the objectives
contained in the Florida Land and Water
Management Act (1972) and in the Local
Government Comprehensive Planning Act
(1975). Consideration should be given
to establishing a new professional staff
position of City Planner to guide the
development of the comprehensive plan
and to implement its provisions. Equal
consideration could be given to delegat-
ing the city planning function to the
county planning department as provided
by law, and as has been done by four
other Florida municipal governments and
by numerous cities outside Florida. This
combined, enlarged department would be
partially financed by the city and would
be responsible to the city commission for
implementing its policies. The advantage
of this arrangement would be that the ex-
panded agency could enjoy a more profes-
sional and flexible staff, and could deal
more effectively on,a regional basis with
the problems of community support servi-
ces such as electricity, water, waste

disposal, police and fire protection,
transportation, etc., which are common
and interrelated throughout the city and
county.

IN CONCLUSION, it is well for all
candidates to be acquainted with an
axiom of public service conduct which
reads substantially as follows:

"It is not sufficient for a public
• official to operate simply within
the letter of the law; rather, it
is imperative that a public official
conduct himself at all times so as
to not even give the appearance of
wrongdoing."

We call upon all elected and appoint-
ed officials, both incumbents and those
aspiring to office, to heed and adhere to
this creed. We urge the voters of Key
West, when they go to the polls in Novem-
ber, to give close attention to candidates
who have or have not adhered to this creed
and to cast their ballots accordingly.

I cannot draw a pelican;
There can be no such bird.
Spindle legs? Stringy neck?
Bulky beak? Absurd.

Anything so awkward,
Ugly and ungainly
Could never walk or swim or fly*
You can see that plainly.

No, I aannot draw a pelican;
There simply aannot be one.
This is why my eyes refuse
To tell my hand they see one.

Thea Tapley

Bill's
HUFF MUFFLER CENTER

Vans
RV's

JEMS1

MUFFLER
CENTER

Economy
mufflers

from
$14.95

Toyotas & Trucks a Specialty

20 years experience
"OUR BUSINESS IS EXHAUSTING"

BankAmericard - Master Charge

800 SIMONTON STREET
294-2105

Come in for free estimate
Member of the Better Business Bureau

ARTISTS
UNLIMITED

Asm qualltii mi:

let'* jet i

College doesn't have
to cost as much anymore.

Students have a great knack for
getting around things. That's why
so many are get t ing a
Motobecane. A Motobecane
motorized bicycle: **
- Gets around high gas bills, with

upto-143mpgl
- Gets around extra costs, be-

cause they don't need registra-
tion, mandatory helmet or
insurance* and operates vir-
tually maintenance free

- Gets around high pollution, with
the small and efficient 49cc
helper engine

-Gets around errand drudgery,
with a fun way to get to class.

See us and we'll show you how to
have fun cutting the cost of
college.

£ & MOTOBECANE
The Effortless Bicycle

•No Insurance, registration or mandatory helmet required In many states. Check your slate law or Motobecane dealer.

MOTOBECANE3

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

JOE PETTY, JR./1816 FLAGLER AVE. / 296-6461

iSitidk
Fredd
THE FUNCTION STORE

get your garden goodies!
a-c. redwood plant stands, three natural
redwood cylinders tied with marine rope, for
indoors or out. a. 25" high $30. b. 31" high $35
c. 30" single plant stand, square, $11.
d. bamboo lawn torches: natural 5" thick bam-
boo poles with kerosene container, four feet tall
$12. five feet tall $15. seven feet tall $20.
e. redwood bird feeder: holds two quarts of
seeds. $16.50.
open 10-7 every day 524 duval street 294-2007
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. "THE TALK OF THE TOWN"

S U N . . . BUCK FELL & HIS PIANO
Dancing, slng-a-longs, old-time movies

M O N . . . BUCK'S PARTY NITE
Ail bar drinks a buck
Dancing, sing-a-longs, old-time movies

TUES .. DRAFT BEER PARTY
All draft beer 25 cents
Coolest beer, hottest disco music

WED .. BUCK FELL & HIS
MUSICAL CAROUSEL
Drink special hourly

THUR ., DISCO LADIES NIGHT
AH ladies drink free, disco dancing all night

F R I . . . . DISCO-DISCO
Two drinks lor one. Prize giveaways on the hour.
It's Double Fun Partytlme!

SAT . . . DISCO PARTY TIME
Latest in disco sounds, all drinks half-price 6-10

430 DUVAL STREET, KEY WEST, FLORIDA
The KEY entertainment center
...PARTY ALL NIGHT LONG...

"WHERE THE ENTERTAINMENT ACTION I S ! "

Kawasaki's New

Zl-R.
THE OUTER LIMIT.

|<ey wsst

See it at our —>«ww-
Open House October 29th.
TheZ1-Rishere. Ths
look of a roadracer.
The most spectacular
performance ever
offered in a Kawasaki
street-motorcycle.
Once you've seen it,
you'll never forget
it. And you can
see it at our Open
House on October 29th.
So come on in, check
outtheZ1-R and other,
1978 Kawasakis, and take
home a free wall poster of the
ultimate street bike.

1910 Unman avenue 305-294-1082 key west, fl. 33040

KEY WEST

Cigar Jfactorg
Pirates Alley Key West

j
I
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CIGARS R0LJJED '
DAILY
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M A R C House
THE MONROE Alcoholic Rehabilitation

Center (MARC House) in Marathon has been
much in the news recently. Due to a ba-
sic misunderstanding of the nature of
this facility, the Monroe County Commis-
sioners voted on September 7 against
funding $40,000 to match the $120,000
contributed yearly by the state Depart-
ment of Health and Rehabilitative Ser-
vices. In effect, this action, would
have closed MARC House. However, at
their next meeting on September 20, the
Commissioners unanimously reversed their
earlier decision, after listening to ad-
ministrator Dr. Rice, other local physi-
ciaris and minis-tiers, and an overflow
crowd of 150 concerned citizens.

AS A RESULT of enlightened legal
and medical thinking which began in the
sixties, the Myers Act of January 1975
decriminalized alcoholism and officially
recognized it as a disease. Putting al-
coholics in jail was recognized as cruel
and unusual punishment and in violation
of the Bill of Rights. Thus, MARC House,
along with similar facilities all over
Florida, was started in February 1975.

ECONOMICALLY, a detoxification and
primary treatment center such as this is
preferable to the costlier alternative of
hospital or jail. ' The ever-soaring cost
of a 3 to 5 day stay at the hospital
would have to be borne by the county.
Keeping someone in jail costs $67 a day
as opposed to $8f a day at MARC House
(of which the county only pays $14).

ANYONE who is withdrawing from al-
cohol addiction is in definite need of
close medical supervision. Withdrawal
from alcohol is more life-threatening
than from any other drug. (As Dade
County Medical Examiner Dr. Ronald Wright
pointed out recently, six hundred people
die from chronic alcoholism in Dade County

Casa (k (Qko
k>use

LET EVERYONE KNOW WHO YOU ARE!
WEAR YOUR NAME IN 18K GOLD

Any name $59 each
Men's Chinese style slightly higher

NEW! 18K AURORA-BOREALIS
CRYSTAL BEAD BRACELETS

IN YOUR BIRTH MONTH COLOR — $24

62S DUVAL. STREET

KEY WEST. FLA. 33040

(3OS) 206.8698

EXCUUSIVE IN IBK LATIN

JEWELRY. FINE DIAMONDS.

AND PRECIOUS GEMS

Polynesian Cuisine
and

Rum Concoctions
in a

Tropical Island
Atmosphere

294-6912
U.S. 1 at Garrison Bight

each year, compared to fifteen from her-
oin withdrawal). Occasionally, someone
in a diabetic coma (exhibiting the same
symptoms as intoxication) is brought in
and treated accordingly. Thus, many
potential tragic and useless deaths in
lonely jail cells are avoided.

AT MARC HOUSE there are four nurses,
one on-call doctor, one counselor, and
four aides who can watch over these pa-
tients 24 hours a day. Medication is
administered to prevent convulsions and
minimize D.T.'s. Vitamins and a nutri-
tional diet help the recovering alcoholic
get back on his feet physically.

MARC House is not,a place where
people can just crash for the night.
They are carefully evaluated before being
admitted. However, an alcoholic need not
be drunk to be taken in — just being on
the "fringe of control" is sufficient.

The length of stay at MARC House is
usually five days. During this time, the
alcoholic is exposed to a sophisticated
educational program. Films, tapes, books
and several group and private therapy
sessions daily help to focus attention
on the problem itself rather than the
symptoms.

REFERRAL to a variety of follow-up
treatment facilities is encouraged. Peo-
ple are sent on to halfway houses through-
out the state, to the intensive 28 day
program at Avon Park, Florida, to the
local guidance clinic, and, of course, to
Alcoholics Anonymous. Antabuse ( a twen-
tieth-century drug which makes one vio-
lently ill from injesting even a tiny
amount of alcohol) is administered to
those who wish it.

JIM PERRY, the Coordinator at MARC
House, says that their most ambitious
project now is for an educational program
in the school system. He states that
most alcoholics come from-a family back-
ground of either heavy drinking or total
abstinence, and they are ill-prepared

Environmental
Circus

518 DUVAL ST.

• Records & Tapes
• Recycled Denims
• Musical Instruments

T-Shirts
Pipes & Papers
Waterbeds

SUMMER HOURS 10-6 MONDAY-SATURDAY

CLOSED SUNDAY

when they first encounter this highly
addictive drug which is sanctioned by
our society. If young people are en-
lightened to the very real danger of al-
coholism, the line between use and abuse
could be drawn before they are twenty.

AS A RESULT of a stay at MARC House,
and the follow-up treatment advised, many
useful, functioning citizens in our com-
munity have recovered from the nightmare
of alcoholism — a devastating physical,
mental and spiritual disease. This re-
cent publicity over funding has brought
to light the invaluable service MARC House
is performing for the people of Monroe
County.

continued from page 5
definitely. Starting time is 8:15 pm
(8:30 Key West time), and the readings
usually end by 10:30.

There is no admission charge, and
anyone is welcome to come and read ori-
ginal poetry —- that is, one's own poems
or those of a friend. Short prose is
also sometimes read, and original songs
and instrumental compositions are played.

The readings are co-sponsored by
Guild Hall and the local poetry magazine
Poaket Poetry. Barbara Hodgens, an art-
ist with a studio-gallery in Guild Hall,
and Richard Marsh, publisher of Poaket
Poetry, co-ordinate the readings. •.

For further information call Richard
Marsh after noon at 294-0734.

R.M.

Whoopee!
The second "Frangipani Festival"

will be celebrated on October 14 and 15.
Started last year by Bill Lorraine, the
musician-artist-composer-writer, the
festival not only delighted local people,
but was attended by Congressman Dante
Fascell, as well. Some of the highlights
of last year's festival were the song-
writers' competition, the "barroom balle-
rina" dance contest, a bicycle race, a
"two-on-two" basketball championship,
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425 FRONT STREET
Old Town Square

294-7030

and a puppet show.
The winner of this year's song-

writers' competition will receive not
only a cash prize but will also receive
eight hours of recording time at the .
Criteria Music Studio of Miami.

J*TantrroaTn

THE DECK
(Formerly THE SANDWICH DECK)

Fresh Quiche Daily
Fresh Shrimp Daily
Escargots Nightly

Shrimp Coquille Nightly

Plus regular menus
for lunch and dinner

OPEN
11:30 - 3:00 Monday - Saturday

6:00 -10:00 Thursday, Friday, Saturday Nights only
(closed Sunday)

124 DUVAL PH. 294-7677

The "barroom ballerina" contest
will again be at Capt. Tony's Saloon,
where last year's winner, Adrianne Kil-
patrick, will be among the judges. Girls
wishing to enter may do so by signing up
at WKWF or at the Picture Show and pay-
ing an entrance fee of ten dollars.

The festival will begin Friday
October 14 at 11:00 pm with the "barroom
ballerina" dance contest. Saturday
there will be the "two-on-two" basket-
ball championship in the morning, fol-
lowed by a noontime parade with prizes
for the best decorated bicycle. The
parade will end at Bayview Park for an
afternoon of music and food. Then, in
the evening, at 9:00, the songwriters',
competition will take place at Mallory
Square.

The "Frangipani Festival" is going
to be an annual event, and that is very
good news indeed.'

W.H.
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GROCERY STOREK
829SIMONTON STREET • CORNER OF OLIVIA
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TRAINING 13

a short story by Richard Marsh illustrated by Donna Marsh

BRIAN SULLIVAN perched on the top
rail of the training ring, boot heels
hooked around the rail below, and watched
Vai crop the sparse, tough grass. He
admired the trim line's of the big two-
year-old paint- The colt had made a
good account of himself in the halter
classes in last summer's 4-H shows.
This summer was for training, for making
a useful horse out of a promising young-
ster.

Brian eased himself off the rail
and spoke to Val as he came up behind
the colt. He rubbed Val's mane in
front of the withers, and Val raised
his head and looked at him curiously.
Brian slipped the bosal of the hacka-
more over Val's nose and pulled the
headstall up over his ears. He tied
the throat latch and snapped the lunge
line to the ring of the bosal under the

Brian took off his hat and wiped
the sweat off his forehead with his
sleeve. He combed his shock of copper-
red hair straight back with his fingers,
then put his hat on again, pulling it
down to his eyebrows'so that the blazing
sun would not make his sensitive blue
eyes water. He could almost feel his
freckles grow and spread across his face
in the pre-noon July heat.

HE HAD WAITED year after year for
his twelfth birthday and the long-prom-
ised horse of his own. Val had been
dropped on schedule out of a good mare
by a decent stud> and for the two years
that Brian had played with him, fed him,
and groomed him he had wondered how he
would feel when the time came to break
him to ride. Now he knew: it was the
panic of having full responsibility for
the first time.

GRANDFATHER had taught Val to walk,
trot, and stop on the lead shank for
showing at halter. According to a book
Brian had read, the next step before
getting on the horse's back was to Con-
vert from vocal to hackamore language
by running the horse at the end of a
30-foot lunge line attached to the hack-
amore. •' " ••••••• • . .,

headstall

throatlatah

A hackamore is often used in training
young hoPseB to avoid injuring the
mouth with a bit. The horse is. control-
led through pressure on the nose by the
bosal, usually a steel cable wrapped in
braided rawhide.

horse's chin. He picked up the driving
whip from the ground where he had dropped
it for Val to investigate.

He led Val to the rails and pointed
him to the left, so that he would move
around the ring counter-clockwise. He
backed away ten feet, holding the
in his left' hand and the whip in his
right.

"Walk, Val."
Val began to walk, and Brian follow-

ed the path of a smaller circle toward
the center of the ring. They made one
circuit around the ring.

"Whoa, Val." Brian flicked the
line, bringing the bosal down on the
colt's nose. Val stopped suddenly.
Brian led him around facing the opposite
direction and backed off. He switched
the lunge line to his right hand and
the whip to the left.

"Walk, Val."
Val walked around the ring once,

then Brian let out the whole length of
the lunge line and stood in the center
of the ring.

"Trot, Val."
Brian swished the lash of the whip

behind the colt.
"Say the command, give the signal,

then reinforce the command and signal
with the whip," Brian had memorized from
the book.

Val shied at the movement of the
whip and walked faster. Brian snapped ,
the whip.

"Trot."
Val began to trot, carrying his

head sideways to watch the whip. Brian
rotated in the center of the ring ~as
Val trotted clockwise around the peri-
meter.

"Whoa, Val."
Val. stopped immediately, and Brian

flicked the line just too late. He
realized his timing was off. He dropped
the whip and walked up to Val.

"Good boy, Val. You're doing al-
right. "

He rubbed the colt's head behind
the ears and patted his neck. Val frisk-
ed Brian's shirt pocket with the squared
end of his upper lip and made the sugar
cubes rattle. Brian fished one out for
him.

"Let's see if we can learn some-
thing new today, huh, old. man?"

BRIAN LED VAL around facing left
again and told him to walk. As Val
walked counter-clockwise, Brian played
out the line and worked his way back to
the center of the ring. /

"Whoa, Val."
Val stopped. Brian picked up the

whip and said, "Walk.".
Val looked_at him uncertainly.
"Walk, Val." Brian moved the whip.
Val walked. Brian now had the line

in his left hand, the whip in his right.
"Trot, Val."
Val trotted twice around the ring.
"Whoa, Val." Brian flicked the

line.
Val kept trotting.
"Whoa, Val." Brian snapped the

line harder, making the bottom part of
the bosal strike Val's jaws, then his
nose, as it bounced up and then down
again. Val began to canter.

"Whoa, Val," Brian shouted. He
switched the line to his right hand and
the whip to his left and cracked the
whip several feet in front of the colt.
Val plunged and kicked his hind feet out,
knocking a top rail loose. Brian hauled
in on the line, jerking on the hackamore
as he came closer to Val. The pull of
the line forced to colt toward the cen-
ter of the ring as Brian shortened the
line between them.

"Whoa, Val." This time Brian's
voice cracked. He was within whip range
now, and he swung the whip back over his
shoulder and arched it down so that the
cord slashed across the colt's nose.

Val's hind legs skidded under*him, and
he reared and wheeled away from Brian in
one powerful movement. Several feet of
the lunge line buzzed through Brian's
right hand before he felt the burning
and jerked his hand open to drop the
line. The line had fallen across Val's
neck, trailing down his right side. He
shook his head and bucked and wheeled
until the line ran straight from the
hackamore to the ground, then he stepped

on the line and threw his head up to
break the line off at the snap. He
snorted triumphantly.

BRIAN THREW THE WHIP as hard as he
could in the general direction of the
colt. He watched in horror as it land-
ed outside the ring at the feet of a
lean, erect, white-haired old man who
stood in the shade of one of the pine
trees that nearly surrounded the train-
ing ring.

"Lahv fweesnahk aboo, ahvic," said
Grandfather in Gaelic. He bent to pick
up the whip, then walked casually but
firmly to the ring. His voice attracted
Val's attention, and the act of his mov-
ing drew the colt toward him. He spoke
softly to Val while he untied the throat
latch and slipped the hackamore off.

Brian walked toward them, not be-
cause he wanted*to, but because the
lunge line lay in that direction. He
kept his head down, eyes on the line.
There was nothing to say. What he had
done was wrong, and no excuse could make
it right. He was sensible and honest
enough to be angry with himself, and he
welcomed the pain of the hot sand on
his raw hand when he picked up the line.
The punishment eased his guilt a little.

"Lahv fweesnahk aboo," Grandfather
repeated. "'The gentle hand to victory."1

Brian stood still, studying the
break in the lunge line.

"The O'Sullivan Mor, the Great 0'
Sullivan, made that the clan motto
centuries ago," Grandfather said. "Re-
member that you are a Sullivan. Dinner
is ready."

Brian crawled through the rails
and started toward the house in front
of Grandfather to avoid looking at him
or speaking.

"Describe to me the Categorical
Imperative of Immanuel Kant," Grand-
father said in a voice like a teacher's.

"I've never heard of it, Grand-
father," Brian said with a twinge of
irritation. "Remember I'm only in high
school."

"Describe to me the Categorical
Imperative of Immanuel Kant," Grand-
father said sharply.

"Grandfather, please, I don't know
what you're talking about."

Brian suddenly felt the cord of
the driving whip wrap itself around his
leg and pull him off his feet. When he
looked up from the ground, he saw Grand-
father standing over him taller than
life, his blue eyes sparking.

"Now you know what Val feels like,"
Grandfather said fiercely.

GRANDFATHER SPOKE LITTLE. For that
reason, and because when he did speak
what he had to say was interesting and
meaningful, people listened.carefully
to his words.

He made no mention of the incident
at the training ring, as they relaxed
in lawn chairs in the shady back yard
after the heavy noon meal. When he
spoke, it was in his usual formal manner,
as if he were reciting a speech that he
had memorized and rehearsed.

"The Jewish historian Flavius Jo-
sephus believed that in the beginning
all living creatures had a common lang-
uage , so that humans and animals could
understand one another. Saint Paul
hints in one of his letters that the day ,
will come when things will be as they
once were, and that the language barrier
between humans and animals will be taken
away. The Mohammedans hold a similar
belief. In the meantime..." — h e
sighed at the loss of the past and the
yet unfulfilled promise of the future —
"... .we must struggle with the means that
are made available to us when we. wish to
communicate with animals. The gentle
touch, the quiet word, the subtle move-
ment, even, sometimes, the unspoken hint
seem to carry the meaning more effective-
ly than...". — he paused, seeming to
have ventured too close to Brian's mis-
take with Val -- "...than any other
method.1' . . • , - • • . . .

HE WAS SILENT a moment, nodding
dreamily as though agreeing with some-
thing he was thinking to himself.

Then he said slowly, "And the ani-
mals are worth getting to know. They
have much to teach us. They remember
things that we have forgotten."

He stood up, and his voice grew
distant. He was looking toward the
woods.

"We tend to think they are stupid
because they do not speak our language
and because we do not know theirs. I
wonder what they must think of us, when
we fail to understand."

Without another word, and without
looking at Brian, he walked off in the
direction of the woods.

GRANDFATHER'S WORDS echoed in Brian's
mind as he went to the training ring to
let Val into the pasture. He opened the
gate, and the colt looked first at him,
then at the pasture beyond the gate. Val
walked hesitantly toward Brian and the
open gate, then broke into a quick trot
through the gate as far away from Brian
as possible. Brian's heart sank with
the realization that his colt mistrusted
him. He watched Val trot away from the
ring, head and tail lifted majestically.
Val stopped about a hundred yards away
and turned to look at Brian. He whinnied
and tossed his head up and down, then
turned and trotted to the far end of the
pasture, where the ground was low and
moist, and the grass grew thick.

For example, what does that mean,
Brian wondered. Was he cussing me out
or challenging me or laughing at me or
what?

"I WISH," Brian said aloud, "that
I could understand you, and you could
understand me."

The' intensity of his longing^made
Brian's legs wobbly, and he suddenly
felt drained and weak: He sat down
under one of the pines, where he could
see the pasture through the rails of
the training ring. He watched Val graz-
ing a quarter of a mile away. He sat
for a few minutes, then lay back on the
soft bed of pine needles and quack grass,
thinking about what it must have been
like at the beginning of Creation, when
people and animals could talk to each
other. What an experience it would be
to be able to carry on a conversation
with an animal, especially a horse, and
most especially to be able to explain to
Val just what he wanted him to do, with-
out having to use ropes, hackamores, and
later, bits and reins. And to find out
what Val had to say about it all.

"Your wish is granted,", said a.soft,
reedy voice like a muted bagpipe.

Brian sat up quickly and: saw a
small man sprawled on one of the top •
rails, leaning against a post.

"You're Kidding," Brian gasped, as
astounded at the appearance of the strang-
er as he was at the announcement.

"Am I a comedian or a leprechaun?"
the little man demanded.

He was about a foot tall and wore
a suit of soft green cloth. His broad
belt, his wide-br inured hat, and his
square-toed shoes were black patent
leather with silver buckles. His body
was angles and knobs, his face was cor-
ners and creases, and his grey beard
grew to various lengths and looked chew-̂ ~"
ed on. He puffed smoke rings out of a
clay pipe.- He might have stepped off
the cover of any of the more sensible
Saint Patrick's Day cards.

"I would say you're a- leprechaun,"
Brian said. '

"And whatever else a leprechaun may
do as he goes about his appointed task
— and it's mainly an uphill struggle,
mind you — of trying to keep the Irish
race from going to blazes in a bushel
basket, does a leprechaun ever, ever
joke about a serious matter like the
granting of a wish? I ask you now."

"I would think not," said Brian,
feeling like an authority.

"So," said the leprechaun, "there
you are."

He puffed thoughtfully on his pipe
and looked across the pasture to where
Val was grazing. He appeared to have
nothing more to say.

BRIAN HAD READ stories about wishes
being granted to people, and there had
always seemed to be complications and
conditions that went on for pages and
pages., •

"Is that all there is to it?" he
asked. "I mean, don't I have to do ~~
something to deserve it or anything?"

"No, that's.not all there is to it, .
but you don't have to do anything special
You've got a good name with us; your
family has, that is. Your branch of
the Sullivans has had a wish coming to
it for some generations now, but none of-
you ever wanted anything strongly enough.
You see, when you get a wish, you have
to do the greater part of titie work your-
self. You have to pull it through from
the other side, as it.were, and the wish
is granted by someone on the other side
simply letting it loose, as it were.
You wished a strong wish, and I may say
a good one. And it's in the way of '
being a natural wish. You've asked for
a gift that was once given to humans, v

but was taken away because of the trouble
it caused."

—... *•' 1
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"You mean the snake in the Adam
and Eve story?"

"Aye, that was it, though there
are many versions of that sad occurence.
But I perceive, and I have other reasons
to believe, that nothing but good will
come of your being able to talk to your
horse and he to you. It will be good
for both of you, as well as for others.
A word of warning, though. It would not
be wise to let it become known about
your gift. It is too strange a thing
for most humans to understand."

"Can I tell Grandfather?"
"Grandfather? Oh, aye, that would

be Seamus. Seamus Sullivan. Aye, him
you can tell, although I'll wager it^
would not come as a surprise to him."
He chuckled at a private thought. No,
no,-it would not likely surprise Seamus
Sullivan to hear of a leprechaun grant-
ing a wish — and to a Sullivan of his
own line — and a boy and his horse
talking to each other."

He broke off into a fit of wheezy
laughter that sounded like the first
sguawky gasps of a bagpipe as its bag
is being inflated.

"But this," he said, suddenly seri-
ous. "Though the wish and the gift will
last, you will forget about me and how
you came by the gift."

"Oh, no," said Brian. "I could
never forget you. Who could ever forget^
meeting a leprechaun for the first time?"

The leprechaun nearly fell off the
rail as another fit of laughter overtook
him.

"The first time," he wheezed, and
the laughter went out of control again.
"The first time, he says. And he'll
never forget me, he says."

He suddenly spun to the top of the
post and became partly, transparent.

"This was not the first time, and
you'll forget this time as you forgot
that other time, and even forgot my name.
And you'll likewise forget the next time,
when we meet again." ' ,

With that he disappeared, leaving
behind a smoke ring wrapped around the
post.

BRIAN JUMPED UP and ran to the post.
He stared at the smoke ring, which shim-
mered as though with a light of its own.
He put his nose into the smoke and sniff-
ed. It smelled fresh and woodsy, but
not like any tree he had smelled before.-
Then he stepped back in a daze, wonder-
ing what he was doing with his nose up
against the post. The smoke ring was
gone.

He thought of Val, and he climbed
onto the second rail to look down the

pasture. Val's head was raised, facing
Brian. Brian chuckled with pleasure at
the sight of his colt, and Val nickered
for a similar reason, although neither
could hear the other across the forty-
acre field. , . .

Brian could not arrange his thoughts
clearly, but it seemed to be a good idea
to walk toward Val. He vaulted over the
top rail, wincing slightly at the pain
in his raw hand, and went through the
training ring gate into the pasture. He
felt drawn toward the colt, and he walk-
ed as though in a dream.

TO BE ABLE to speak with wild ani-
mals, as Mowgli did in The Jungle Books,
even to be able to eavesdrop on the do-
mestic "camp animals," Brian would have
gladly endured exile and jealousy as
Mowgli did. Kipling's marvelous stories,
and his wondrous way of "telling them, _•
had caused many a dream in the night in
which Brian ran naked in the woods around
the farm, possessed of all the Master
Words with which to claim protection and
friendship of all the wild creatures.

He had actually carried on one-
sided conversations with the half-tame
birds who fed at his mother's backyard
feeder and cocked their heads to peer
at him intently with one eye; with his
dog, who grinned fondly and wagged his
tail in adoring agreement with every-
thing he said; with the cat, who fell
asleep purring with the attention. He
had spoken endearing nonsense to Val
and other horses, as all horsemen do
when they think no one is near. He had
sat against a tree at the edge of the
half-acre clearing in the woods, still
as a stump, softly humming and whistling,
to see the woods animals stop and stare
and perk their ears before they scamper-
ed, waddled, or bounded away. But all
of this he knew was pretending. ' He knew
that animals react to the intention be-
hind the tone of a human's voice, to
the tension or lack of it in the set
of his muscles, and to what is probably
some sort of smell of kindness or mean-
ness. He 'had admitted to himself that
it was useless to expect to progress
beyond a clumsy sign-language with do-
mestic animals, and a tacit agreement
of non-aggression with the beasts of
the woods.

THIS WAS THE STATE of his knowledge
before he had called upon all the myster-
ious and hidden powers of the human mind
and emotions in a desper%te and total
wanting of a thing that would do no
harm to anyone, and the effects of which
would not in any way upset the balance
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of Nature. The force of his will alone
might have been enough to pull the wish
thtough from the other side, as the
leprechaun had put it —- if there really
had been a leprechaun ... or was that
the working of his imagination? Per-
haps there need not have been a lepre-
chaun, after all. Already the memory
of a little man in green sitting on a
rail of the training ring was beginning
to fade. Brian did not know for certain
at this point, as he strode slowly and
purposefully to the back of the pasture,
that he could talk to his colt. His
thoughts were filled with a growing
awareness of a new, stronger bond be-
tween himself and Val. It was this
feeling that drew him across the field.

Val stood like a statue with his
head high, ears forward. He slanted
his nose slightly to keep Brian in focus
as he approached. His attention had
been occupied with the horsey equivalents
of adjectives like green, moist, tender,
tasty, and fresh. His eyes had picked-
up Brian's movements as soon as he had
stood on the rail, and the recent asso-
ciation of betrayal and perplexity was
mixed with the usual comfortable warm
familiarity at the sight of the boy.
The rhythm of Brian's stride was differ-
ent, he noticed-first. A horse is most
sensitive to patterns, and the slightest
change in a regular routine or movement
catches his attention.

THERE WAS PURPOSE in the boy's com-
ing, but it was not an aggressive purpose.
Val checked that first by instinct and
because his last contact with the boy
had been a blow struck in anger. It
was not idle friendliness, as when Brian
often walked up to him just feo scratch
his mane and talk to him. There was a
newness about Brian, and newness, like
strangeness, puts a horse on the alert.
Val watched the boy draw near without
moving to meet him partway as he usually
did. Brian was ten easy cantering
strides away when Val realized that the
newness consisted of a familiar look
that had never been there before. He
still looked like Brian, but he seemed
more horsey. Then Brian stood still.

Brian stopped about 150 feet from
Val. Val had stopped chewing, and a
clump of grass stuck out of a corner of
his mouth, the green juice dripping off
his chin. Val looked different. There
was a new recognition in his eyes —
Brian could feel more than see it at this
distance — that would have been called
"intelligence" by an impartial observer.
There was added 'knowledge. Not that he
appeared any smarter, but there was a
direct, personal knowing about the colt
that applied only to Brian.

IT WENT BENEATH, above, and beyond
words, but words, inadequate though they
may be, are the only means of reporting
the communication that passed between
them.

"Hello? Brian?" came from Val,
testing, apprehensive because of the
previous anger.

"Val? Is that really you-?" Brian
felt as though the wind had been knocked
out of him.

• The directness of the encounter
vanquished the barriers of hurt. Com-
prehension blossomed in the realization
that each was part of the other. Clods
of grass and dirt flew out behind Val
as he scrambled into a gallop, and Brian
stumbled awkwardly in his high-heeled
riding boots with his arms outstretched.

Val skidded to a stop just before
they collided, and Brian tripped over
his extended front hoofs, crashing
against the colt's muscular chest as
he flung his arms around his neck. Val
straightened himself and bent his head
down to rub Brian's back with his upper
lip.

A warmth flowed from one to the
other, and their spirits mingled with-
out restraint. Then they stood apart
and looked at each other, as though for
the first time. Brian raised his right
hand to touch lightiy with his fingers
the place where the whip had struck
across Val's nose. .The scent of the
red, moist underskin of Brian's hand,
laid open when the lunge line had peeled
off the outer layer, entered Val's nos-
trils. The same question came from both
simultaneously.'

"Is it sore?"
Brian answered first, "Yes, but

it'll heal," and Val's reply was, "A ,
hand and a nose weigh the same."

Val lifted his nose in the direction
of the training ring.
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"What was that all about?" he asked.
Brian found it convenient to think

a picture of himself riding Val with
saddle and bridle, galloping and turn-
ing and stopping gracefully.

"That's a bunch of nonsense," Val
snorted. He jerked his head toward his
back. "Hop up, and let's take a ride
through the woods."

Brian had never ridden at liberty
before — bareback without reins — ,
and Val had to sidestep quickly twice
before they reached the gate to the
woods", in order to get under Brian when
he started to slip. Brian vaulted off
the colt's back when they got to the
gate, opened it, and jumped back on.
They trotted slowly and walked along
the narrow trail so that Brian could
see the overhanging branches in time
to duck.

"Why the woods?" Brian asked.
"Oh, I don't know. I guess because

it's cool and green-fresh-piney-spicey-
heavy-growing and different. I've hard-
ly ever been in the woods except for a
couple of times when someone left the
gate open." «

Brian remembered chasing and coax-
ing the colt out of the woods.

"If it hadn't been for that sweet
feed you'd've never gotten me out."

THE PATH- WIDENED, and Val cantered
into the clearing. Grandfather stood
at the far end of the clearing, watching
them approach.

"Grandfather," Brian shouted. "Look."
He could not find the words, and he

noticed that he was trying to project
to Grandfather the mental picture of
himself riding Val at liberty. Then he
realized how unnecessary that was, and
he said "Look" again.

Grandfather did not seem surprised.
He nodded his head.

"I wished that Val and I could
understand each other," Brian said. He
waved his hands in wild circles to at-
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tempt to explain all that had happened
between then and now.

"I assume that P,adowic had some •
little part to play in all this,"
Grandfather said with a knowing twinkle
in his eye.

"What's a Padowic?" Brian and Val
asked together.

Grandfather looked from Brian to
Val to Brian again.

"Most people would say that a Pado—
wic is a figment of the imagination.
Some know otherwise."

He studied the over-turning leaves
of a nearby quaking aspen, and he search-
ed the cloudless sky, then he glanced
around the borders of the clearing. He
patted the horse on the chest with one
hand and the boy on the knee with! the
other hand.

"You make a handsome pair, you two,
You belong together."

Val and Brian felt each other's
agreement fuse into a single "Yes."
Brian stretched out on Val' s back and
neck and buried his face in the shaggy
mane. They so lost themselves in the
fullness and glory of their togethernesa
that they failed to see Grandfather cast
a wink into the woods, and they did not
notice when he strolled across the clear-
ing and disappeared down the path.

LETTERS
Dear Editor:

I want to thank you for your ed i tox-
ial about sunsets and for mentioning the
Chateaubriand and Beaujolais at the Pier-
Restaurant, which brought in so many
pleasant people, but for those who are
not Chateaubriand geared, may we suggest
some of our attractive, basic s p e c i a l t i e s
and a glass of Almadein vino at a buck
and a quarter a throw?

Cheers,
David Wolkowsky

ANSA-RITE
Telephone — Answering Service
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TWO FOR TOOPEY

Dear Editor:
Your article on dogs was nice, ex-

cept you missed one, very important dog.
It is Mallory Square's "Toofey." Every-
day until 5 pm you can find her at the
Shell Warehouse, Chamber of ;Commerce,
or Aquarium, and after 5 pm she faith-
fully goes and sits on the porch at Capt.
Conch's Seafood Stand and waits for supper.
This grand lady should not be slighted,
and neither should her charming daughter
"Pumpkin," who is expecting very soon.

Sincerely,
Bruce Gorman

Dear Editor:
Speaking of great dogs, one that was

missed by the usually sharp reporting
machine known as Solarea Hill, is "Toofey,1

the Queen of Mallory Square.
After having, read the article in the

last issue, I happened to meet Toofey
going into the Shell Warehouse in Mallory
Square. One iook from her big brown eyes,
and I knew how she felt. "Oh, how soon
they forget." You could see,it said, not
only in her eyes, but the.tail at half
mast was a, dead giveaway..... She. had read
the article, and of course mention of Her
Highness was conspicuously absent therein.

It seems only yesterday that Toofey
was the center of the most complete news
coverage and documentary ever received
by a canine in Key West. Her pregnancy
and her delivery were the focus of daily
coverage by the news media that would
have befitted any true monarch. Being
as distinguished as she.could, after hav-
ing given birth to a litter of five, the
Queen allowed post-partum interviews com-
plete with photos. If you ever have the
chance to make it to Mallory Square and
want to see the Queen, she can be found
in the Shell Warehouse or at the Chamber
of Commerce holding court, and catching a
few winks in between making decisions on
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the year's crop of prospective tourists.
For the most part, -she lets them

pass by with no more than a sideways
glance, but now and again, as her royal
mood allows, she will permit one to pat

The great lady herself

her head or scratch an ear. The omni-
potent prerogative in action.

- I'm writing this letter in hopes
that Toofey will, read it; she most cer-
tainly did the first! And remember,
Toofey, they forgot, but we, your loyal
subjects, never will!

P.S. Princess . Punkin, daughter of Queen
Toofey, is expecting.

Edwin.0. Swift, III

FABRIC WORLD
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notes and antic-dotes by Dorothy Raymer

KEY WEST'S past is full of legends,
and some of them are amusing as well as
amazing anecdotes concerning capricious
antics on which I dote. Hence the title,
Antic-Dotes.

WE GIVE YOU ONE about Capt". John
Geiger, the early harbor master who
owned what is now called Audubon House,
corner of Whitehead and Greene Streets.

The home has three dormer windows
at second story level, facing what used
to be a harbor view when the shoreline
was much closer in and unobscured by
buildings on the Naval Station.

AS THE STORY GOES, Capt. Geiger had
three daughters, and each of them occu-
pied a room with outlook from the dormer
windows.

One night, Capt. Geiger visited a
waterfront tavern seeking the commanding
officer of a-U.S.. Navy, ship., which was :.
moored offshore. When he found the
officer there was an extraordinary con-
frontation. .

Capt. Geiger, who ..was also a wealthy
.wrecker,, spoke with a- heavy Dutch accent.
He accosted the naval, officer and intoned,

WHS
FM 107.1 STEREO

Now In Key West

"I vant you should stop your crew from
svimming and diving naked from ypur frig-
ate. ' I have three innocent daughters."

Astounded, the naval officer stared
at Capt. Geiger and answered the protest
with a reserved but bristling manner.
"But sir, my ship is anchored a good
half mile.off shore. My crew couldn't
possibly offend your girls from that
distance."

Capt. Geiger frowned and replied,
"You don't understand. My daughters all
have spy-glasses!"

****************
T AND EMPATHY

,"SUIT YOURSELF TO A T," as the say-
ing goes, and go it does when buying a
T-shirt.

Some shirt shops promise "we print
anything" and usually activate the prom-
ise, for it is possible -to have individ-
ual (some of them ruggedly individual)
slogans and designs imprinted on shirts.

THE SELECTION of the chesty graffiti
already set up contains myriad mottoes,
some with four letter words and gutter
expressions, double-entendre phrases,
and semi-pornographic meanings.

Most messages, however, are only
mildly porno or humorous, and vulgari-
ties are just the common wild variety.
Nobody promised a rose garden anyway,
devoid: of. thorns, that is. Among'the
provocative printed projections: "Anx-
ious- and Available," and "Kissing Spreads
Germs -~ Make Me Sick." Also, "Dirty Old
Ladies Need Love, Too!"

Popular cartoon figures, movie
stars, current"slang, even nostalgic
kinds, and all sorts of, sayings are
available. An entire book could be
compiled on the communiques appearing
in the T-shirt fad sweeping the country.
But there is limited space herein, so
the report is dedicated chiefly to the

THE PORTEK-ALLEN CO., INC.
insurance since I l

WILLIAM A. FREEMAN Sft 5 1 * .
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SCARBOROUGH FAIR
Natural Cbsmetics

423 Front St. Key West

truly local themes. :

WHILE ROUNDING UP data on visits
to a number of shops, there was a start-
ling interruption as I jotted down memos
in my notebook. A grubby little hand
touched me on the arm and I looked dowr
into the face of an impish urchin of
perhaps 10 years of remarkable non-
innocence.

"Are you the lady who makes up the
dirty words for shirts?"

The query was justified although I
am a matronly, to say the least, type;
for I was examining T-shirts in the
sex-oriented section (forget the possible
play on words here). Talk about those
much-protested X-rated magazine displays!
And there I was writing down notes on
some of the boldest.

I assured the knowledgeable little
lad that I was just copying down some
notes. His disbelief was expressed with
a sniff and a turn-away.

BACK TO the island motifs. Two
letterings of genuine Conch origin:
"Bubba Land," and one asking "Que Pasa,
Bubba?" are leaders of the local list.

Other Key West contributions include
a simple "Cayo Hueso" and a funny punny,
"Shrimping Is a Drag," with a sketch of
a shrimp trawler. Also, "Keyed Up and
Conched Out," plus "Fishermen Do It,
Hook, Line & Sinker, At Least in Key
West."

NOW THAT TRIPS to Cuba are in the
offing, in the "inning" is a shirt de-
picting a traditional, old-fashioned
senorita with hair piled high and a
rose entwined in it. The inscription
relates, "See You In Cuba — 90 Miles
from Cayo Hueso."

Curiously there were few T-shirts
with the by now famous, or infamous,
question, "Where Is Bum Farto?" Maybe
the supply has been exhausted. But the
first of the shirts so tagged resulted
in harassment for the owner of the de-

Qde the Island

1209 Truman Avenue

294-6542

A
FULL
SERVICE
BIKE STORE

W O R L D W I D E T R A V E L S E R V I C E

A I R

R A I L

S T E A M S H I P

KEY WEST
514 Southard St

296-5722

MARATHON
Wlnn Dixie Plaza

10990 Overseas Hwy.t
743-5274

partment store that stocked them. Curb-
side parking in front of the store was
abolished.

PICTORIAL ISLAND SYMBOLS on the T-
shirt market encompass standard sea-
scapes, gulls, galleons and other sail-
ing ships, dolphins, a variety of fish,
Key West's Lighthouse, Oldest House and
other historical sights and scenes.

Tourists favor a shirt with a sketch
of a locomotive which has tumbled off"a
bridge or is trying to climb a steep in-
cline to the track. The identification :
is "Flagler Railroad to Key West."
Another popular shirt comes in bright
red with a necktie in hibiscus pattern
adorning the front. This is labeled
"Key West Formal."

A somber gray T special proclaims,
"Property of Key West Jail." And there
is one of "careless rapture," an idyllic
beach scene in which a sunbasker lolls
on the sand, drink in hand, lazy dreams
in mind. The interpretation is "Way of
Life."

RAMONA JOHNSON of the Shirt Put-On
shop says that she and her husband, Rob-
ert (he operates a branch shop in Mara-
thon) , opened the first T-shirt "dis-
pensary" in 1971 and were warned that
they would probably fail in.business.
"But here we are six years later and the
fad has increased. Shirt shops have
sprung up all over the area," she declared.

THERE ARE two main methods of
printing T-shirts: either by a transfer
method, using heat and pressure to trans-
fer prepared designs on a special mater-
ial (something like the old transfer
paper kids used to delight in stamping
on their skin)'?'or via a modified form
of a silk-screen process and special
dye-inks.

Do-it-yourself designs may be
created. All it takes is a flexible
imagination and a little money to im-
print personal ideas on a shirt. That's
what empathy is all about — to a T.

MILY SPECIALS
WHERE YOU GET GOOD VALUE EVERY DAY

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 3 PM

LUNCH ..$1.09
Choice oi Chicken, Shrimp, Fish or Hamburger

Choice of Fr. Fries, Mashed Potatoes, Corn or Salad

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Hamburger Deluxe.. .$1.29
Quarter-Pound Burger on a Toasted Bun,

with Cole slaw and Fr. Fries

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Chicken Dinner $1.55
With Cole Slaw, Fr. Fries or Mashed Potatoes,

Roll and Honey

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Fish Dinner $1.65
With Cole Slaw, Fr. Fries or Mashed Potatoesr

Roll, and Tartar or Cocktail Sauce

DINING ROOM — TAKEOUT SERVICE

EAT
IN

Chicken
UNLIMITED

TAKE
OUT

^Family ̂ staurants ®

1102 Key Plaza, US #1 Ph. 294-2204.

Visit our showrooms and browse through our large inventory of wicker and
Mtt.in furniture and the largest selection of fabrics in the Keys.

Custom Draperies & Slipcovers
Rattan & Wickei Furniture Wallpaper Lamps

B1TNER-M0SELY INTERIORS
For your complete professional interior decorating service.

1025 White Street
Key West

Telephone 294-1278

CaptBOB'6

RESTAURANT

Fresh daily,
right-from-the-Qcean

SEAFOOD
Raw Oysters

Shrimp Steamed in Beer
Conch Chowder

Lobster & Turtle Steak
Homemade Key Lime Pie

Open 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily
908 Caroline St. 294-9005
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dine where the sun sets
pier house restaurant
at the pier house motel
entertainment nightly
reservations
(305) 294-9541
1 duval street

• ) , y

F êr House Restaurant

Located in the

BEACH CLUB PIEH HOUSE

IDuvalSt.

SALES, APPRAISALS
PROPERTY iANAGEMENT

CONSUELO H. LOSLEY^ Realtor:

294-5525
605 SIMONTON ST.

MEMBER MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

poetry

STILL AN ISLAND

At doekside at the setting sun,
Rhythms from the islands come,
Drumbeat's island's heartbeat heard,
She plays that flute just like a bird.

Ah, we 're still an island yet --
Although it's easy to forget.

'Cause the bridge still brings America here.
Still a mangrove 'e mystery's near
And a snapper' s shadow when the water's clear

The traffic noise on 1 collides
With the silent coming of the tide.
At 3:00 am the tide came high.
I saw a tarpon's glowing eye --
I saw h-is silver form go flashing
Saw his head the surface slashing
Saw shrimp and squid on the sea swell ridin'
Saw all the life from the Gulf go glidin'

Said a silent prayer of thanks
For riches far too great for banks

Swelled the sea's clean sweet salt vapor
Saw an old man bicycling papers.
Yes we are an island yet
God forgive when we forget.

- by Jody Adams

MUSIC ON THE WATERFRONT

There is music on the waterfront
for ears that would hear.
Voices drift from boats on anchor
and a gull is calling near.
Rigging creaks on shrimpboats
from a wake that's rolling by.
Somewhere somebody 's pumping out
and an ungreased block will cry.
Row long would a musician
Have to practice and rehearse
To equal the moaning of
a diesel in reverse"?

by Jody Adams

By chance a seed is cast
to the wind

It descends to the earth,
determines its spot for•growth

Gently nourished, it becomes a stem
struggling against gravity.

A small bud appears •
and grows

and flowers
And slowly the petals are cast

to the wind
and scattered one by one

Propelled in various directions
by the winds of. change

Sometimes, I wish we didn't have
to be flowers...

Jade Newton

130S] 294-9541

Environmental
Circus
illDonlunal

CO

^HONEYROSE
1 % ^ } MENTHOL

^ * , * j f e £ j FILTER TIPKD CIGARETTES
TOBACCO FREE NICOTINE FREE1

Harbor House
423 Front Street

mm
Jewelry restored

• made to order •

Porotiiy

Captain Tony's Saloon

"RAYMER RAZZLE DAZZLE" "K

October 16,1977 4 P.M. to 7 P.M.

ENTERTAINMENT BY

COFFEE BUTLER & THE JUNKANOOS

$5.00 per person
(Includes 1 free drink)

R/UNIOW F0O&

OPE rl ALL SUMMER

LA CONCHA
430 DUVAL STREET

OLD TOWN

Panoramic View - All Key West

Luncheon Specials
Businessmen - Shoppers

Tourists

Enjoy Your Favorite
Island Cocktails

Every day 11 a.m. • 4 a.m

KEY WEST §
TjQROSCOPE

f«Q Mj« "gy CHRP *SBB?*5̂ B ^ W W t W *B? "SS

KT EmTiiR CnXEw
Sun in Libra, after 23rd in Scorpio
Venus in Virgo, after 17th in Libra
Mercury in Libra, after 22nd in Scorpio
Saturn in Leo
Uranus in Scorpio
Neptune in Sagittarius
Pluto in Libra
North Node in Libra

October cannot be counted on to be
the best for the city of Key West. The.
sun in Libra squares our natal sun in
Capricorn in the 8th House. Legal prob-
lems are very much in the picture. The
city government might be beset with a
myriad of legal hassles.

Mars in Cancer in our 2nd House
bodes money problems. Money may be made
available, but the problems associated
with i t will be formidable.

Politicians may be hitting hard in
their bid for office. Criticism and
downright nastihess will abound in lo-
cal "politicking." The incumbents will
be put down and blamed for every wrong
that besets our town. This will prove
to be one of the most active political
months in our history.

MOTHER NATURES

Hdhtral Vttamw&
fruif ond Wftjefmbfe Juice par

616 Povaf $8~ ̂  294'\&oe>

REPAIRS
THE

PICKER*
TO.SNAB PRICED UESSONS-

WITH- -EMPHASIS OH CP?E*TlVtTy

- C O R N E R r H ^ m h
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PICTURE SIH€W
creature irom me DIOCK lagoun

• : America^
Most Unlikely

r
 . . . • • • H e r o . • ' . • • • • <

WOODY ALUN

"THEFHONT"

A~CL0CKWORK forbidden Planer
-ORANGBJ

IheDayfheEorrh

The Fly Stood 5rill

II

/HCW TIME 9s€C P.M.
_

PH€NE

Anrifttt

presents

"GENERATION"
BY WILLIAM COODHART

October 31 to November S

Box Office Open Oct. 20
Every Day Except Sunday

11:00 to 4:00
$3.00 Monday through Thursday

$3.50 Friday & Saturday

Curtain Time 8:30 p.m.

For additional information before Oct. 20:
Phone 296-8667

Seafood Restaurant & Raw Bar
Opening Mid October

Serving...
Fried Shrimp, Oysters, Scallops

Fish Stuffed with Crab
Oysters and Clams on the Half Shell
Steamed Shrimp — Corn on the Cob

Conch Chowder — Conch Fritters
Salads and Sandwiches

132DUVALST.
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..and a targe
selection of wines!

The Bull and Whistle

224 duval st. old town

D

Some of you who have ventured into the yellow cell known as
Becky's Bar during the past couple of months have been a bit taken
aback by the mixture of aggression and submission that so often
stands palpable in the room. What is it about Becky's that allows a
peaceful, good hearted Ned Kennedy to snooze soundly on the couch
while around him a band of hottentots rage a whooping rain dance?
Who can explain what force caused Broadway Bob to stand atop the
bar during an Elvis Presley special and disrupt the overhead fan with
his forehead? Why does the thickly bespeckled Bill Barrel feel he
needs to flail a 16 oz. hammer on the bar to signal his want of another
beer? Why is it that Becky's is the only bar where Monkey Tom really
cares to relax? What motives can be attributed to a man of leisure such
as Marc Heathgrow who whittles away entire afternoons there with full
anticipation of being late at home for supper?

What is it about Becky's Bar that encourages such diverse personal
bug a boos, such sudden enactments of euphoria or catatonia? In
seeking who" or what to blame for these phenomena no solid
explanations have been given. Ace reporter Warren Canon suggests
that the unusual goings on at Becky's are a manifestation of political
unrest gnawing at the, consciousnesses of the idealistic young.
Bartender Susan B. Doo attributes some of the blame on the large
volume of beer consumed by the clientele. Owner Harrison "Grand
Duck" Barrow admits he is at odds to explain why anyone goes to
Becky's at all. "Too hot and too grubby. Give me air conditioning
anytime," states Barrow. Dapper Don, interrupting a trance-like study
of his next scrabble move, would only say, in all honesty, he does not
know who to blame.

Who is to blame? Not the management, for it is never there. Not
the bartenders, for, like all of their breed, they are only in it for the
money. Don't blame Becky next. She hasn't been near the place in
months. Those supplying the bar with fuel, the beer distributors, might
be saddled with a share of the blame, but other houses they supply are
not so entangled with the sublime and ridiculous. So, by the process
of elimination, it might be concluded that the customers are to blame.
If you are a customer who does not mind bearing blame and who on
occasion is beset with the need to emote either loquaciously or
laconically then Becky's is for you. There is no gong.

. Serving Dinner
6-11 P.M. Daily
Closed Tuesdays

Beer & Wine
425 Front Street

294-6707
KEY WEST'S MOST

INTIMATE RESTAURANT

MASTER CHARGE
BANKAMERICARD

AMERICAN EXPRESS

The Place To Stay
at the end of the day

80 Motel Rooms
35 Apartments

DAYS INN
3852 N. Roosevelt Blvd. • Key West, Florida 33040




