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Hi -
I had a very nice letter from a Mr.

Julian Adderly in Tallahassee. He had
originally written to Envev Hannibal
after reading the article I wrote on
her father, Joe Hannibal. He was in-
terested in reading about Key West,
since he had been born and brought up
here. I sent him a couple of copies of
the paper; including the article that I
had written about "Miss Ellen" Sanchez.
He was particularly interested in this
article, as the following letter shows.

...Your story on "Miss Ellen" San-
chez was of special interest as it
rang a number of bells such as —
the Welters Coronet Band in which
my eldest brother (Nathaniel) played
coronet and which was the spring-
board for his becoming the very
first band master at A. & M. College
here in Tallahassee...Mr. Adderly
goes on to mention some names from
the past such as Annie Roberts, his
uncle,Rev. M.E. Spatcher, Casper
Williams, Miss Theresa Lang, etc.,
and then he goes on to say: I
guess I should not hold you up any
longer but I do want to say that
as an outcome of my brother's music-
manship with the Welter's Coronet
Band he started me in music, which
I followed for a number of years
before I began teaching, from which
I am now retired, and then I started
my sons, the late Julian (Cannon-
ball) and Nathaniel (who now lives
in Lakeland) and whose son Nat, Jr.,
is also in the music world.

What a great letter! How very nice
it is to find out that the musical back-
ground of one of the greatest jazz play-
ers of our day is traced back to "Miss
Ellen!' Sanchez ' father here in Key West.
Chino Porterfield told me the other day
that "Cannonball's" brother Nathaniel is
also very well-known in the world of
jazz..

I will try to find out some news
about the South Beach snack bar for the
next issue. What is happening down
there anyway? Why is the city incapable
of getting, that place open? There have
been plenty of interested local people
who want to get the concession going
again, but they have been denied a
chance to run it. Something very odd is
going on.

Someone mentioned that they heard
that the salt ponds behind Key West By-
The-Sea were being filled in. Is this
so? Aren't they protected from filling?
In the next issue we will look into this
also.

Hate off to the Fire Department for
their work in fighting and containing
that giant blaze across from City Elec-
tric last month. The Otto house was
spared, as it was when the Baptist Church
burned down a number of years ago.

City elections' are coming up again,
and three seats, the mayor's and those
of two commissioners, are opening up.
How nice it would be if three candidates
who felt strongly about Key West would
run as a team on a common platform for
the public good. This really would ap-
pear to be about the only way to get
this city back on the right track. Often
it is difficult for just one person to
straighten out affairs on the city com-
mission. With a majority of three re-
form-minded commissioners serving at the
same time, the city would be in good
hands, and we, the people, could expect
some major changes in the way the city
is run. Maybe it will happen - who knows?
We think it is a good idea - do you?

See you next month.
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TOO BAD many of the old and really
colorful bits and pieces of Key West
can't go on forever, instead of turning
into lost ghosts and dim memories,
shoved into the town's background by
much of the so-called restoration and
commercial hype along Duval Street.

ONE OF THE great ones, Pepe's Cafe,
will be taking that dusty road into his-
tory next month when Eduardo (Curie)
Garcia, short-order cook extraordinary
and the last of the old original Pepe's
gang, hangs up his apron, cocks his an-
cient stocking cap on his grizzled head
and hobbles down Caroline Street.

Curie (whose nickname has often
been mistaken for Cootie) is Key West
born and bred from a large family. He
signed up with Pepe Pelaz in 1947, when
Pepe's Cafe was on Duval near Greene in
what is now Le Mistral. In fact, if you
took a few good hard swipes at the fake
wooden front on Le Mistral, you'd un-
cover the cement block exterior, painted
a violent chartreuse with pink lettering.

THE LEGEND, scrawled across the
front and lit by a single bulb outside
the door, said:

"Pepe's Cafe. Open 24 hours, Cuban
Coffee. 10$".

The swinging screen doors at Pepe's
did nothing to keep out the flies and
may have trapped a few thousand inside,
where they mostly gathered on the old
cracked mirror behind the counter. The
mirror is still there, and the counter was
converted by Emile Borel when he first
opened there in the late 60's.

CURIE (sounds like Coorie) did most
of his living there; chief cook and
bottle washer; retailer of gossip and
rumors; deliverer of messages to the cab
drivers who used to have a taxi rank
along Greene in front of what is now The
Foxy Lady.

Where The Foxy Lady is now was once
a bedraggled scrubby park dominated by a
Poinciana tree, and under it was one of
Key West's ubiquitous benches bearing
the greeting from the county's best
known and canniest politician:

"Compliments of Bernie C. Papy."
The red lettering was faded by con-

stant use. It was a great place to sack
out, used by many of the better known
locals — Tooney, George, Kitty Grey,
Harry the Engraver, Joe Plummer, and more.
Winter and summer nights you could swap
words with the boys on the bench and find
out whose boyfriend shot whose girlfriend,
who had the horns put on that week, what
the winning numbers would be this week,
who got knifed at the Conch Gardens or
lost his wallet at the Midget.

IT WAS a gathering place for the
great, the near-great, the hangers-on,
hack drivers and their girls from Havana
here for "a weekend of rest and recuper-
ation," which usually led to a little
frolic of some kind at the strip joint
in town, the Mardi Gras run by Tommy
Thomas. Some of the boys from the old
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city jail would stop in about 4 a.m. for
coffee and bread for the nightwatch.

Bankers and senators, newspaper
writers and pressmen from the local
sheet, bartenders, and some of the local
beauties like Moon Baby and Mother Pat
hung out at Pepe's, savoring Curie's
chili and black beans and rice.

It was common for the trade to get
back behind the counter when Curie was
laboring over a kettle of souse in the
cramped kitchen, serve themselves and
others, leave the money on the bar and
walk out.

"We never had any trouble there,1

Curie recalls, "and there were some
tough guys in the neighborhood then."
The Downtowner was swinging. Art Davis'
Top Hat, the Duval Club and the Red
Rooster, the old 116; and the sailors
staggered through the nights weighted
down with beer and broads.

AFTER PEPE DIED, Mr. Grass (his
real name was Rafael Ferrer) and Rosa,
his wife, took over, and Curie, of course,
stayed on doing his thing — cooking up
some of the best food in the village.
Souse on Saturdays was then and still is
a Conch tradition at Pepe's. Jim Cobb, ...
one of the top newsmen in the 50's cover-
ing the local scene (most of it out of
Pepe's), claims the recipe for Curie's
souse "could make a fortune if we could
bottle it, like Old Sour."

MR. GRASS, with family ties to the
bolita racket in Key West., kept his cus-
tomers posted on the winning numbers —
Curie would chalk them on a little black-
board next to the kitchen. When the
state raiders and then-Sheriff John M.
Spottswood' swooped into the joint one
night, it was the blackboard they con-
fiscated, together with a few hundred
tickets and cash.

Curie and Mr. Grass were indignant
at the insult. .

The nerve of John, said they.

AROUND 1967, after Mr. Grass died,
the new wave along Duval Street swept in
like the tide. David Wolkowsky had in-
herited almost all of that block, and the
hammers, nails and saws took over. Lit-
tle smart shops, intimate restaurants,
gift and tourist-oriented places sprung
up in profusion.

"We lost out," Curie says. "The
crowd left. The place changed. It was
sad and I didn't want to be there no more."
After two years working in the Little Q,
Curie opened Pepe's Cafe on Caroline
Street where it is now. His chief help-
er is Linda, and he says it'll probably
retain the name, but it won't have Curie
hobbling around on his sore feet, whipping
up some Papa Mondongo or pigs, feet or
chili, conch chowder, Jewfish steak...

He'll retire at age 64 and gather
in some of those Social Security checks
and visit his son in Tampa, but he'll be
back.

"You can't find no city like Key
West," smiles Curie.
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some remarks
"This time of year you see the sun-

set best at the end of Simonton Street,
where the summer sun sets on the water,"
says former Conch Train driver and un-
reputed founder of Key West sunset cele-
brations, Rex Brumgart, affectionately
known as "Mr. Rex." "Back in 1948 or
49 I would sit with friends with drinks
and hors d'oeuvres on,an old pier that
is now Mallory Dock. Oh, it was beau-
tiful. Submarines and destroyers would
come in and out of the Navy base, and
the sailors would always stand facing
the shore, saluting the flag on the ad-
ministration building. Then it caught
on and other people started coming down
there for sunset."

Today picnics such as Mr. Rex and
friends had are not allowed at Mallory
Dock, and one is hard pressed to find
a decent picnic spot on the west coast
of Key West. Oh, one can picnic at the
new Pier Restaurant with a fabulous
view of sunset, accompanied by Chateau-
briand for 2 (French service) at $22.00
and a $17.00 wine, but for those who
cannot afford such splendor, a cold
salad and a $4.00 Beaujolais or a $1.45
Chablis or even beer is the alternative
at Simonton Beach.

According to Monroe County records
and maps, 138 feet of shoreline at the
western end of Simonton Street is city
property and accessible for public use,
and an adjoining cleared and paved area
of approximately 245 feet running as
shoreline in front of Strunk Lumber to
Mike Brito's Boat Yard is, according
to County records, owned by an enig-
matic "Old Island Development, Inc."
However, a reliable source close to

Pier House owner, David Wolkow-
sky, claims Mr. Wolkowsky now owns the
450 feet by 245 feet, including 150 feet
of "bay bottom" and intends to use the
area for valet parking for the new Pier
Restaurant.

As it stands now, the city land is
a garden of signs stating, "Notice to
all yachtsmen. All yachtsmen are allowed
to dock their dinghies on shore between"
launching ramp and fence at owners risk.
Dinghies must have name of mother vessel
plainly visible on it - others will be
impounded at owners expense." Not very
romantic, to say the least. Another
sign: "No anchoring or mooring within
300 feet from shoreline" - not very
practical. And a "Private No Trespass-
ing" sign at the entrance to the ques-
tionable land siding the city land. Not
very polite.

When asked to explain or illustrate
her idea for a city park in this area,
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Mrs. Otie Kramer of Caroline Street
said, "Leave the sunset beach as it is,
but it should be larger."

Some long time residents are given
to taking "tea" and a dip at Simonton
Beach and have been doing so for some
time now. However, the area has been
getting more and more crowded, and the
picnic and dip set are afraid of losing
this cherished spot. "Trucks, cars and
trailers parked there now leave little
room for a picnic, the stretch of city
land is now too small, and we are not
being allowed a picnic on Mallory Dock.
I like a swim and a picnic with my sun-
set. There is very little left of the
old atmosphere, and there should be some
more of that atmosphere now," states
Mrs. Kramer.

It is now that time of year that-
old timers and new "discoverers" alike
are flocking to Simonton sunsets, and
it is the best time to think of pre-
serving this tiny spot at the end of
the street for the end of the day and
a Simonton Sunset Picnic.

Sheldon Ramsdell

SOS, as we volunteers and supporters
call ourselves, has grown out of a need
previously unmet in this island community,
just as it is in many others around the
country. Women and girls, and sometimes
men and boys, have become the victims of
rape and other sexual abuses more and
more frequently in the past few years,
according to National Crime Report sta-
tistics. As of July 1977 the Key Vest
Citizen has reported eight sexual crimes
against women, two of whom were also
badly beaten, all of whom were taken by
the police to the hospital. In two cases
the offender was arrested; in the other
cases he was unknown.

THE MAJORITY of these crimes go un-
reported. Conservative estimates put
their number at ten for every one re-
ported, other sources put the number
at a hundred to one. The estimates
rise incredibly to a thousand to one when
we speak of crimes of sexual abuse against
children — which along with the physical
abuse of children by parents and guard-
ians has gone almost unnoticed by society
until recently. Behind all these numbers
stand real people, women and girls mostly,
but three out of a hundred are boys and
men.

SOS OFFERS such a victim, first of
all, sympathetic support during the af-
termath of the crime, which is usually
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in the middle of the night and may be
after police have taken her to the hospi-
tal. Volunteers are on call by police,
sheriff and hospitals, and officials ap-
preciate our aid while they do their own
work — which is not primarily to ease
the victim's state of shock, confusion,
rage or hysteria. SOS support is planned
to continue from this point on in aiding
the victim's thinking over options; going
with her to police or to court (or not,
if she chooses) — on through to any sort
of aid that a victim or those close to
her need, or which volunteers can foresee,
or other agencies in consultation recom-
mend, these being as varied as the vic-
tims involved. SOS people are in touch
with other agencies liable to be con-
cerned, like the Guidance Clinic, the
Legal Aid Society and the Women's Center,
all of whom know us. In fact, the Guid-
ance Clinic gave volunteers their first
class in how to behave with a shocked per-
son to ease her anguish.

SO PAR SOS has been in touch only
with the victims of reported crimes. Our
very next need and obligation to the com-
munity is to give aid to victims or their
relatives who have not reported to the
police (ten to "one, remember) or who do
not want to go to the hospital emergency
room. We do not at present have an an-
swering service to make direct contact
with a victim who wants to talk and con-
sult before deciding what to do. Many
options are open to such victims, and SOS
is aware of them. A victim can go to
her own physician. Indeed, if her psych-
ic shock might be eased more rapidly by
not reporting to police or hospital, the
advocate will aid her in that course.
Aiding her recovery from severe distress
comes first for the victim advocate,
which is what the volunteers on call are
about. There is no doubt that volunteers
will hear first about child sexual abuse
through confidential phone calls. And
so this phone is needed; and a little
money for it.

WHAT SOS NEEDS besides a little
money is a lot of community support. We
have formed a speaker's bureau, and one
of us would like to address your next
meeting. Topics include Rape:. Myths
and Misconceptions; Protect Yourself and
Your Family Against Sexual Assault; Child
Sexual Abuse - The Ultimate Taboo.

We are an all-volunteer group acting
as a network for communication and help
for victims, not for profit. We are
available, ready to help, and would like
to work with you. Feel free to phone
either 296-5096 or 294-1457 for further
information or to arrange for a speaker.
Public meetings are held at 7:30 on the
first Tuesday of each month at the Women's
Center at 701 Duval Street.

Monica Cannon

AT THE AUGUST 15 meeting the City
Commission approved the payment of $90,000
to First Federal Savings and Loan Associ-
ation for the recovery of the Country
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Club property, which the City lost in a
foreclosure against Key West Country club,
Inc. The City had agreed in 1966 to al-
low its property to be used by the Country
Club as collateral for a loan. In doing
so, the City used public property to
obtain credit on behalf of a private
enterprise — an action Solaree Bill has
maintained was at least contrary to the
public interest if not illegal according
to standard municipal corporation law — ,
and this lack of responsibility on the
part of the City Commissioners of 1966
has cost the citizens of Key West $90,000.

We are happy that the property has
been recovered. At one time the City
was considering letting the property be
sold at public auction, but apparently
someone realized that the property was
worth some half million dollars, and it
was decided to redeem the property.
But we are not happy that the City has
not challenged First Federal's claim, and
we are not satisfied that the 1977 City
Commission is acting any more responsibly
than the 1966 Commission did with regard
to this property held in the public trust.
Solaree Bill is continuing its investi-
gation into this matter, and we will
keep you informed.

Richard Marsh

WE AGREE with the City Commission-
ers who feel that further development of
Rest Beach should be prohibited. We
also agree, with Mayor McCoy's often-
stated dictum that if the City prohibits
a property owner from using his property
as he wishes the City should condemn the
property and pay the owner a fair market
price for the land. We understand that
the City cannot afford to buy the Rest
Beach properties, but we do not agree
that the City's answer to the problem—
to allow the County to build a road
through the wildlife sanctuary that Mal-
colm Ross describes lyrically and feel-
ingly on page — is the best solution.
The County has a good chance of getting
State funds to condemn the properties
along the proposed road's right-ofrway.
The result will be that Rest Beach will
not have houses, motels, and townhouses,
which is good, but it will have instead
a road of dubious value and a plain
stretch of sand like Smathers Beach,
which is almost as bad. True, we will
keep public access beach area) but it
will be at the expense of the qualities
that distinguish Rest Beach from the
other three ocean-side beaches. It is
important to preserve what Nature has
provided as a free gift: a soothing,
natural setting in which one can slough
off the hustle-bustle of modern civili-
zation, a psychological safety valve, a
reminder and proof of the beauty and
grandeur of the Creator, a place to
touch the earth and one's own depths.
We recommend that the City and County
Commissioners investigate alternate
sources of funding to preserve Rest
Beach in its present state, and we sug-
gest that they reread Wordsworth's "Tin-
tern Abbey." Richard Marsh
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CARING AND NOT CARING FOR THE MEDICALLY INDIGENT

THE WORD "indigent" is a direct translation of the Latin
word for "needy." It is not properly a synonym for "poor" or
"impoverished," although it is usually taken to refer to a per<
son who cannot support himself — cannot provide himself with
the basic necessities of food and shelter. Monroe County does
not recognize medical indigency —: the inability of a person
provide for his own medical care, although he is able to suppo;
himself otherwise.

Other counties in Florida and counties in other states do i
recognize this condition. In fact, the Florida Constitution *t
charges the counties with providing for the indigent or the j
needy; that is, those who have a need but cannot satisfy that T
need without help from society: i

"The respective counties of the state shall provide in thffl
manner prescribed by law for those of the inhabitants who, by J
reason of age, infirmity or misfortune, may have claims upon tMs
aid and sympathy of society..." [Constitution, Article 13, SetSfP
tion 3; now Florida Statute 125.01 (4)]

IN FORMAL LANGUAGE, Monroe County needs some form of out- '
patient service for the medically indigent. A Task Force Com-
mittee of the Health Systems Agency is currently studying the
situation and will have a descriptive report later this year.
This report may be expected to define the needs with statisticŝ
and will be helpful in drawing up guidelines in order to proper
ly and solidly structure the filling of those needs.

But statistics and studies are not necessary to see that
there IS a problem. The problem, basically and simply stated,
is that there are many people who are not receiving proper medi,
cal care because they cannot afford it. A rough estimate indi-j
cates that the number may be 10% of the county residents - prol)
ably not fewer, possibly more.

IF YOU ARE in the Armed Forces or retired and on Medicare
or carry health insurance or are wealthy or are poor enough to
qualify for welfare or are. totally and permanently disabled,
your medical problems do not include the inability to pay for
medical treatment. But if you are unemployed or under-employed!
able to support yourself but not pay for medical treatment, yoti
fall into a large gray area of medical indigence. In the lang-̂
uage of the law, you "may have claims upon the aid and sympathy i
of society" not by reason of "age" or "infirmity," but "mis- ,
fortune." "Misfortune" can mean not only being poor, but also]i
not being able to afford expensive medical treatment. Thus,
a person who earns an above average salary can be a victim of
misfortune if he needs the use of a kidney dialysis machine.

THE STATE'S constitutional directive to the counties was
carried out in Monroe County from January 1973 until February
1977 by Mrs. Vi Papp as director of the Monroe County Social
Services Department.

Six months after she became Director, Mrs. Papp presented
a prĉ posal to the County Commission for the opening and opera-
tion of an Out-Patient Clinic. Applicants would be screened
.by Social Services for "financial indigence, medical needs,
and other related social factors in the home." Patients would
pay nothing or up to $5, depending on ability. Outpost clinic
would be established in Marathon and Tavernier. Salaries for
a full-time, doctor, a part-time doctor {for the outpost clinic
a clinic nurse, and a clerk typist totaled $36,884. Supplies,
office equipment, and laboratory work brought the total to
$50,000, the amount of federal revenue sharing funds that were

« I

i

available to Monroe County for social services. For $961.54
per week, the medically indigent throughout the county would
be taken care of — an estimated 5000 patients each year, who
would pay up to $25,000 for the services. The net cost — out
of federal, not county funds — would be somewhere between
$25,000 and $50,000 per year.

THE PLAN had some significant problems — not the least of
which was the provision for non-medically trained social workers
to diagnose the medical needs of the applicant — , but the
idea sounded good to the Commissioners, and they approved it
June 19, 19 73. The doctors and nurses were hired in July, but
by August Mrs. Papp complained to the Commission of a lack of
cooperation on the part of the clinic employees.

THE COUNTY COMMISSION was presented with a dismal picture
of the condition of the clinic by Commissioner John Parker on
August 27, 1974. Parker claimed that the clinic did nothing
but diagnose illnesses and refer patients to other doctors 'for
treatment. "We're paying twice," he said, citing the $47,000
paid in one year for referrals to other doctors, added to the
$50,000 clinic budget. The impression that he gave was that
the Out-Patient Clinic was not treating patients, which was not
true, but he also said that the clinic had been treating hippies
"before we had the proper screening." Members of the audience
were heard from in spite of Mayor Harris1 grumble that "we're
going to be here all afternoon." The late Joe Hoey, a member
of the senior citizens legislative committee said that he did
not differentiate between a hippy or...but Mayor Harris success-
fully shouted him down and obliterated part of the speech from
the tape recording of the meeting.

Mayor Harris and Commissioners Pritchard and Parker voted
in.favor of closing the clinic. Commissioners Carter and Free-
man (the present sheriff) were against closing.

BECAUSE THE ISSUE of out-patients services will soon be
back in the spotlight, it is important that the facts be care-
fully considered when the decision is made whether or not to
establish out-patient services again. It would be too easy to
say, "We tried it once, and it didn't work out. Let's not make
the same mistake twice." The fact is that the Out-Patient
Clinic was not closed because of a lack of merit on the part
of the Clinic. The Clinic did operate the way it was meant to,
the way Parker said it would when he sponsored its establishment,
but it was closed for other reasons —,apparently personal and
political. This is the opinion of those I spoke with who are
or were active in social and medical work locally and who were
closely associated with the Out-Patient Clinic. They spoke with
me only with the assurance that they would remain anonymous, for
fear of reprisals affecting their current positions. My sources
were unanimous in declaring that they felt that the only reason
the Out-Patient Clinic was closed was that Vi Papp wanted it
closed, and she wanted it closed because she could not control
who would be treated and who would not.

CURT BLAIR, Director of the Monroe County Sub-Area Council
of the Health Systems Agency of South Florida, made this comment
on the closing of the Out-Patient Clinic:

"From our perspective the lack of success of the outpatient
clinic included not only the difficulties that Mrs. Papp may
have been having with the operation of the clinic, which is in
fact a very hard thing to measure, but was as much the lack of
qualified staff employed by the clinic and the unanticipated ex-•
penditure for funds after the patients were seen by the clinic
and referred to private practitioners, which only served to
raise the cost of providing indigent health care rather than
reduce it, which was the intent of the County Commission when
they approved the establishment of the clinic."
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IN AN EFFORT to balance the allega-
tions about Vi Papp's activities regard-
ing the operation of the Out-Patient
Clinic, I called Mrs. Papp and asked her
why the Out-Patient Clinic was closed.
She is temporary assistant to the new
Director of Social Services, Louis La
Torre. She couldn't tell me, she said,
because she is not the Director of Social
Services, and I would have to ask La
Torre about it. I explained that I was
asking her because she was the Director
at the time the Clinic was in operation.
She said that she could not give out any
information without first clearing it
with La Torre.

LOUIS LA TORRE, formerly of the
Catholic Service Bureau, has been Direct-
or, of Social Services since February. He
has a substantial background in social
work and is respected by his fellow pro-
fessionals as a case worker. Consensus
among area social workers says that the
Social Services Department has improved;
some say a little, some say a lot. "At
least he's someone we can work with" is
a typical comment. I was surprised,
therefore, when La Torre became evasive
when I tried to interview him about indi-
gent health care in the county. I called
him on the phone. He was available to
talk, he said, but he would not speak to
the press over the phone for fear of
being misquoted. I offered to go to his
office immediately with a tape recorder,
but he said he was unavailable. He was
not involved with the previous Out-Pa-
tient Clinic, but I wanted to ask him
what the Social Services Department is
doing now to help the medically indigent.

IN A SECOND ATTEMPT to elicit some
response from Mrs. Papp, Solaves Hill
submitted a rough draft of this article
to her for her inspection. In a phone
call to me she said that the allegations
about her were wrong, that she was send-
ing the draft of the article to a lawyer,

and that she planned to sue Solarea Hill
if the article was printed. I asked her
to correct any statements that she felt
were wrong, but she refused to do so.

A DECISION to re-establish out-
patient services will involve several
factors, including how many prospective
patients there are, how much it would
cost, where the money would come from,
and the form in which the services would
be provided.

Some counties recognize the condi-
tion of medical indigency and allocate
separate funds for treatment of those
who are not qualified as financial indi-
gents. Some even carry a separate line
item in their budgets for transient medi-
cal indigents. "Transient" is almost as
scary to local officials as "hippy," and
there is a marked prejudice, even a pub-
lically-stated prejudice, against tran-
sients in Monroe County. The residency
requirement in determining eligibility
for public service has been found to be
unconstitutional, so the county cannot
refuse service to transients or whomever
it is inclined to label "hippies." But
it is not a question of taking money or
services away from "our own" and giving
to outsiders. Federal revenue sharing
funds can be used. This money belongs
to all Americans and can be used to treat
the sun-poisoned Northern college students
traveling on a shoestring without short-
changing the local resident. By denying
services to all because of fear of en-
couraging an "undesirable element'1 to
remain in town, the baby is thrown out
with the bath water, and county citizens
suffer. The hippies aren't ruining the
county, but the county's reaction to them
isn't doing any good.

POOR PEOPLE are not popular these
days, largely because of widespread wel-
fare abuses and the public attention
that has been directed on them. We have
been assured that the poor will always

be with us, and none but the most uncon-
verted Scrooge will deny help to the <
truly indigent. Abuses of the welfare '
system have made doctors cynical, and *
they are reluctant to treat patients whô j
seem suspiciously affluent. But if doc-*
tors can be assured that they are seeing'"
truly indigent patients, free clinics \
can work. '

IN DADE COUNTY the Health Department
has an arrangement through which an indi-|
gent Out-Patient Clinic patient can re~ \
ceive treatment at Jackson Memorial Hos- ,
pital after the Clinic's regular hours. „
In Monroe County, after the Clinic's
regular hours there was nowhere for a
sick patient to go, except in the case I
of an emergency or acute illness. Under
these circumstances, Florida Keys Memor-
ial Hospital is required to accept a
patient. Because it was built with IJill-jJ
Burton funds, FKMH must reserve a certain1,
percentage of its revenue for indigents ,
in emergency cases, but it may require \
the "patient to sign a promise to reim- '
burse the hospital. f

WHAT HAPPENS NOW in Monroe County *
if you are sick and cannot afford medical*;
treatment, and you are not on welfare? {
You apply at the Social Services Depart-
ment in the Health Unit on Stock Island, j
You are investigated to determine whether̂
you are financially indigent, not medi- \
cally indigent. You go home and return I
the next day to see if you passed in- i
spection. If you pass, you are referred I
to a doctor of your choice among parti- )
cipating doctors. You must sign an \
agreement that you will pay back the \
Social Services Department for the ex- \
penses of your visit to the doctor, un- |
less you are aged or totally and perma- J
nently disabled. The doctor bills the „
Department for 80% of his regular fee. J
You saved 20%. The doctor might not j
treat you at all, but write a prescrip- J
tion. You return to Social Services to *

at last...
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I see if they.will pay for the prescription.
If not, you may find that you have saved
$2 on a useless office visit to the doc-
tor and two or three visits (on the bus,
hitchhiking, or walking perhaps) to
Stock Island. A homeless street cat has
a better chance of getting free medical
attention in Key West from a kind-hearted
veterinarian than a human being dees.

If the social worker's decision on
your case does not satisfy you, you can
appeal to the Director for a review of
your case. If his decision does not
satisfy you, you can have a hearing by
the social worker, the Director, and a
member of the County Commission.

THE PREVIOUS Out-Patient Clinic
should not be viewed as an experiment
that failed. It was a new and much-
needed service that never got a fair
chance to prove itself.

The Health Systems Agency, a wide-
ranging organization with the purpose,
drive, expertise, and community input
to provide a comprehensive plan for
health care in the county, will be study-
ing the general problem of primary medi-
cal care. This area of investigation
will include the question of the estab-
lishment of some form of out-patient ser-
vice which will provide medical care to
the medically indigent, among others.

WITH A NEW, more qualified Director
in the Social Services Department and an
all-new County Commission, perhaps the
present shameful lack in county medical
services to the indigent will be correct-
ed.

We will continue to keep our readers
informed of the local health situation in
future articles.
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An Open Letter to the written and illustrated by Malcolm Ross

w Society"
ALTHOUGH IT IS open to debate that

God intended it to be exactly that way,
one eastern section of Rest Beach with
its grass-covered dunes is by far the
closest to its natural state of any of
the other parts of this strip of beach,
and it is here that one can imagine how
the Florida Keys must have looked before
the arrival of the first white man. It
is one of the few accesible places on
the island of Key West where dunes and
their characteristic vegetation and wild-
life — as well as a mangrove swamp,
another distinctive feature of this area
— can be viewed and explored.

Curiously, this one small section
about one hundred feet in length has
been neglected by the bulldozers and
bottlediggers, and although other stretch-
es of Rest Beach many not be totally de-
void of flora and fauna it is to this
area that local wildlife has retreated
in fairly sizable numbers. Here the
patient spectator may casually observe
numerous varieties of plant life, as
well as many of those species that fly
and crawl.

PERHAPS MOST OBVIOUS to the human
visitor to this area is the great vari-

BEST uxuciK*wesr
What is probably most: amazing is

that wildlife indigenous to this area
has been able to survive at all so close
to human habitation, but survive it does
and largely due to the fact that man's
mania for development has not reached
this particular sector of the beach, and
it has been virtually left alone for
fifty to seventy-five years. Although
dumping ceased many years ago, much of
Rest Beach has at one time or another
been used as a repository for human ref-
use,- and it is only the occasional broken
bottle or potsherd that now gives a clue
to the area's past history.

ety of shore and wading birds that con-
gregate about this small strip of beach.
It becomes complicated to try to deter-
mine how many of the birds actually make
this environment their home and how many
are just casual visitors, but birds seem
to be present in greater numbers in this
one area. Showiest no doubt are the
herons, which range from the larger spe-
cies of night herons and the great white
heron to the green and little blue spe-
cies. Erratic in their behavior and
often upsetting to the status quo are
the reddish and snowy egrets who are
also frequent visitors.

Bob's Burger Factory
(NEXT TO.CAPT. TONY'S)

Few food items satisfy the late night munchies like a
burger from Bob's Burger Factory. At the hub of
downtown nightlife, Bob's offers not the quickest but the
most fulfilling mid night snack. Quick is relative. If you
wait thirty seconds for a not so savory snack, why not
wait another two minutes for a really satisfying
hamburger? Bob's Burger Factory can give you a late
night meal and with this coupon 25c off on all burgers in

September.

ROOFING

The ebb and flow of the tides
cause different characters to appear in
the day to day drama. As the tide goes
out more and more birds appear to search
out the crabs and other sources of the
"snap, crackle and pop" which play an
accompaniment to the receding waters.
This is the time that one often observes
an immature night heron as he slowly
stalks, captures and worries a small
crab with its bill, gobbling it down
battered and broken, shell and all. It
is also at low tide in early summer that
the incredibly beautiful roseate spoon-
bills circle arid touch down in the ex-
posed flats, executing their comical
shimmy as they sift back and forth
through the mucky bottom with their
spoon-shaped beaks. Over a two week
period in June and July of 1976 a flock
of spoonbills numbering as many as twelve
at one time was sighted in this area as
they fed each day at low tide.
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A FORM OF grey ibis (possibly im-
mature white or glossy ibises) are also
seen at various times during the summer
months. Their great number and frequent
presence in the area — as well as the
sighting of a parent and three chicks in
the mangrove swamp area — may be an in-
dication that the mangrove swamp is an
important rookery for this species.

It is not an unlikely occurrence to
sit on the beach and watch an osprey,
winging his way over the ocean, suddenly
swoop down to snatch up a fish from the
shallow waters offshore, then continue
on his way, the silver fish flashing in
his talons.

The list is rounded out, but by no
means completed, by willets,'turnstones -

Dthrier: Tuesday-Saturday 7:30.II pm
Brunch. Sunday 12-3 pm

Ala Carte « Full Course Dinners
Plus

Complimentary Wine Served

A Special Gourmet Dinner Special Nightly
Coloring for all occasions

mSimonumSt. Ttkph** 296-257$

who perform their amusing ritual of flip-
ping over small stones with their beaks' —
and scores of sandpipers and other shore
birds.

SUMMER IS THE SEASON for that Keys
delicacy known as black mangrove honey,
and one can obtain a ring side seat to
an important stage in the production of
this precious commodity by sitting un-
der the large black mangrove tree on the
beach. As small cream-colored flowers
slowly fall about the observer, he be-
comes aware of a perpetual humming com-
ing from above his head, upon looking
up he will note that the tree is alive
with honey bees flying busily from flower
to flower as they gather the nectar,
which they transport back to the hive to
convert into the dark and delicious black
mangrove honey. The bees are totally ab-
sorbed in their work and present no prob-
lem to the faint of heart, unless one
goes out of his way to provoke them.
The chorus of their hums is most sooth-
• ing to a tired mind and has a restful
effect like the chanting of an "0m."

IT IS POSSIBLE to sit on the beach
on a hot humid August day when little
breeze seems to be stirring elsewhere
and have one's sticky and moist body
cooled by the gentle breeze coming off
the Atlantic Ocean. It is also possible
to sit on the beach during the late after-
noon as the sun gets low in the west and
the sky takes on pink and violet tones,
and be driven away choking as a mosquito
plane discharges its noxious purple
fumes to slowly drift into the mangroves.

On such a humid August afternoon
the air hangs heavy over Key West, and
a cloud of gnats has been seen to hover
over the beach, making it uncomfortable
to walk along the paths. Sometimes the
cloud of gnats is broken by scores of
birds diving and swooping as they eat
the insects in mid-air. The birds are
purple martins, the largest member of
the swallow family, who arrive in the
Keys each year near the end of summer.
Cooling northern temperatures cause them
to begin their annual migration, which
takes them through the Florida Keys on
their way to points south. The martins'
diet is primarily small flying insects,
and as is typical of most birds it is
always mealtime. Martins consume such
vast quantities of mosquito and other
insect life that one hears frequent
tales of communities with mosquito prob-
lems who have rid themselves of that
plague of mankind by constructing spe-
cial birdhouses to attract martins. The
martins seem to prefer company, and an
apartment style of birdhouse has to be
built to cater to their social nature.
The Keys are quite fortunate to have
hundreds of these birds passing through
each year and consuming many times their
weight in insects. Could it be just
coincidence or is the irrefutable fact
that the Keys are virtually mosquito-
free after the martins' migration and

continued on page 16
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THE ANCHOR INN by John Hellen

unusual medium of poster paint on plastic
to capture almost exact pictures from
an illustrated book on cats he had re-
ceived from his sister one Christmas.

MY EARLIEST recollection of anything
happening at the Anchor Inn is while hav-
ing eggs and toast one morning at Shorty's.
Seated in my favorite chair, the second
one down the right hand aisle in what had
always been Irish's section, I had viewed
many times the shuttered building diagon-
ally across the street. Despite a much
neglected exterior and a five year accu-
mulation of trash around it, I always
thought the building to have an inviting
facade.

ON THIS particular morning Irish
and I were both surprised to note a tall,
stout man with a proportionately large
dog standing in front of the solidly
shuttered 208 Club. "Ohh, Saint Joseph,"
spid Irish, "maybe they be going to open
back up that old pub."

The 208 sign was a cobweb of unno-
ticed weathering that hung crookedly
from the underside of the building's
upper porch. Irish went on to relate
that the bar had been closed for five
years, and she remembered it as a pleas-
ant spot to sit on hot afternoons after
she got off work.

With both of us spying on his in-
tention, we saw the man carefully set
down on the window ledge a glass of red
liquid he held in one hand. In his oth-
er hand he carried a wrecking bar with
which he proceeded to pry open several
nail-tight shutters, which, when swung
open, revealed the musty interior of the
long-cloistered bar.

OVER THE NEXT couple of weeks the
man and the dog could be seen at the bar
each morning. The man was never idle,
but worked at a steady pace that seemed
to me a proper speed for someone famil-
iar with hard work in the tropics. With
the dog, a Great Dane, following him
around like a supervisory consultant,
the man ripped out decayed lumber and
replaced it with new, hammered and sawed
patches for shutters and doors, and paint-
ed the interior and much of the exterior
of the frame building; but he was never
so involved in his project of the moment
that he would not pause to chat with in-
quiring passers-by. As the building
quickly took on a new appearance, curi-
osity conquered my rural New England
tendency to gape at new comers for a
couple of years before trusting them
enough to speak, and after breakfast I
went over and spoke with the man.

"Morning," I said. "See you working
hard here. What are you planning to do?"
"Oh, hi there," said the man in a friendly
tone, setting down his paintbrush and
picking up his glass. "Gonna open a bar
here. Come on in and look around." He
introduced himself as Bud, and his shad-
ow - the Dane - as Hercules. "Like a
glass of wine?" he offered. "Sure,
thanks." The interior of the building
was freshly painted, and the bar itself
curved around in an unequal octagon that
took up most of the room. "When do you
think you might be opening?" I asked.
"Oh pretty soon. Maybe next week," he
said. "Well, the building looks much
better since you opened it up. Good
luck." "Yeah, well, thanks. Why don't
you come by for the opening party?"

THE OPENING NIGHT of the Anchor Inn
saw a great many people from all walks
of life in Key West mingling in an in-
formal cocktail party atmosphere, with
Bud and his gracious wife Dorothy happily
moderating the festivity. The throng of
guests were mostly people who had been in
Key West for some time, for in those days
(early 1970} the island was not so fre-
quented with short-time visitors as it
is now. The attire of those present
ranged from the natty to the ratty, and
little did I realize then that this spec-

trum of styles was to be the very influ-
ence that would make the Anchor the con-
genial, and later on zany, bar that it
was to become. People who never came in-
to social contact with each other on this
2x4 island were readily drawn that night
into the suspended time warp of equality
enkindled by the equanimous and jovial
Bud and Dorothy. Theirs was a gracious-
ness that was evenly extended to the
Mayor, to construction workers, to fish-
ermen, to celebrities, and to hippies.
They were never too preoccupied or self
important to listen and laugh with anyone.
If any one factor was to make the Anchor
a legend, it was the unprecedented array
of personalities that claimed Bud and
Dorothy as friends.

Tkctfk $TDY*. all waits of- Iffe
Prom opening night on, the Anchor

was seldom to witness a slow day. No
matter what time of day or night, there
usually could be found an avid discus-
sion garnished with eccentric gestures,
or a cross bar mock serious argument, or
a poker-faced game of billiards played
by players good enough or drunk enough
to risk a dollar, on the outcome, or a
solitary seat on the sill of the large
Monkey Tom mural shutters, where Duval
Street could be observed floating past.
On a crowded weekend evening one was
likely to see everyone one knew locally.
Two or three friends soon would become
a group of six or seven when joined by
other friends. Acquaintanceships were
struck up between strangers - if not
through introduction by mutual friends,
then through the taproom diplomacy of
bartender Bud. The octagonal Anchor was
more often than not casually surrounded
by a brigade of merry-faced conversation-
alists, some seated, some standing, some
leaning on elbow, who, fueled with trop-
ical concoctions of rum and juices,
would while away happy hours in what
developed into a gregarious seance in-
tent on celebrating the here and now.

OFTEN on Sunday afternoons Bud and
Dorothy would bring in large trays of
cold cuts and cheese or a crock of Mexi-
can beans or Italian meatballs or steam-
ing pans of lasagna, or they would char-
broil burgers and hot dogs. Sometimes
these indoor picnics would spill out in-
to the vacant lot behind the building,
where circles of people sat in the shady
overhang of trees and passed the pipe
cleaner-thin cigarettes fashionable in
that day of limited supply.

GIVEN SUCH A SLEND of different
personalities alloyed and tempered in
the melting pot of Bud's affability, the
Anchor developed a personality of its
own. Much of this personality was the
spontaneous flash of a happening: an
event that could cause a group of forty
people - forty very different people -
to laugh with side-splitting emphasis at
a barrel-voiced actor reciting a solilo-

quy from Hamlet while balancing a mug of
beer on his head, or to give an impromptu
round of applause to an outraged California
motorcyclist who strainingly managed to
right his Harley horse after it had been
knocked off its pegs by a careless motor-
ist, or to pass like a communion cup the-
beer-filled hollow leg of a man who had
lost his real one in the war. One even-
ing upon entering the bar, the then not
so well known Jimmy Buffett catapulted
himself into an impromptu mime and dance
to the accompaniment of Sammy Davis'
"Candy Man." Jimmy jumped up on the
stage and assumed the theatrical postures
of a Jolson minstrel, as he dropped to
one knee and threw his arms wide out.
The lip-synchronized dancer then leaped
down from the stage and up onto the bar,
where, still in time with Davis, he
traced a flawless hopscotch around and
over drinks. He ended the song in a
torso-writhing evocation that mimicked,
the most passionate accentuations of
opera.

DURING THE two and a half years of
its existence > the Anchor became a kind
of gallery for future-shocked bohemian
artists. With all value judgements sus-
pended, the initially bare interior walls
of the bar gradually were covered with
a quiltwork of canvases, driftwood paint-
ings, portraits, caricatures and inde-
scribable representations of altered con-
sciousness. The hodgepodge included
works by the artist Porshier, who during
the days of the Anchor moved from his
surreal penchant for My Lai massacre
scenes of random legs, eyes, and bloated
organs to a much serener and more visual-
ly palatable style of realistic seascape.
Both of Porshier' s periods were in evi-
dence at the Anchor with his shrimp boat
at primary color sunrise and his haunt-
ingly blue-black moonset constituting
two of the three large shutters that
opened out on to Charles Street. His
more surreal attempts and agonized self
portraits hung randomly around the bar.

Bob Windisch, who for some years
operated a gallery on Greene Street, was
once commissioned by another bar in town
to paint a mural on some newly installed
panels of plywood. Upon seeing the
results of Windisch's labors, the bar
owner gasped and reached for a can of
white paint in order to erase what he
felt to be an obvious mockery of art.
Windisch was saddened to learn that the
owner could perceive no serious notion
in the mural and shrugged his condescen-
sion to the owner's1 whitewash censorship.
But in the nick of time, the knowledge-
able publisher of this newspaper, Bill .,:

Huckel, arranged to have other new panels
of plywood replace those painted on, and
quickly introduced the mural into the
company of the Anchor's unrestricted
collection. So large was the mural that.
it had to be cut in two in order to fit
onto the only walls large enough to ac-
commodate, it - those in the poolroom.

ANOTHER PAINTER, Russell, used the

Russell's cat works were copied precise-
ly from the book but usually employed
only two colors. The paintings were on
window-pane size pieces of plexiglass
and were accepted into the Anchor collec-
tion because they fit neatly into the
small spaces left on the wall by irreg-
ularly shaped larger pictures. Russell's
cats seldom varied in pose or expression
but did come in various shades of blue,
yellow, or black. He was never known to
paint anything but the cats from his book.

Several portrait painters plied
their crafts while seated at the Anchor
bar, the most memorable being Terry Denehy,
who still lives here, and Jak McDonough,
who set out one morning with a bottle of
vodka under one arm and his sketch book
under the other for Guadalajara in a van
•with a middle-aged married couple and
hasn't been heard from since. Terry
worked in charcoal and sometimes water
color or oils, but his charcoals were
obviously his forte. He was also one of
the bartenders at the Anchor, which af-
forded him many subjects on which to
practice. His personal choice of models
was then, as it is to this day, willowy
blonde ladies. Jak, on the other hand,
worked with magic marker on notebook
paper, and his portraits were really more
caricatures. Possessed of a hearty na-
ture and voluminous stomach and hailing
from the lusty seashores of Cape Cod,
McDonough was the veritable ringleader
of the bellowing but good natured shen-
anigans that came to characterize the
early months of the Anchor's second year.
He traded his unsolicited and quickly
stroked sketches for beers to anyone who
had not asked for a sketch of himself.
One day I noticed him repeatedly looking
across the bar at a girl sitting beside
me, and then darting his eyes back to his
pad. I assumed that she was his chosen
subject of the hour, for I noticed his
beer glass was empty. When he ripped
off. the page and dispatched it to her
via the bartender, it contained not a
caricature but a quatrain:

"I fell into an eaho
An echo by the sea ..
And heard the eaho eaho
Eaho .you are free,"

which caused the girl not only to buy him
a beer, but to move around the bar to sit
with him. Jak's perception of people
other than through caricature could be
transmitted by cynical cartoon. One even-
ing a rather vain hotshot, whose flashy
clothes and flippant remarks about women
marked him as a self-perceived stud, made
the mistake of asking Jak to do his por-
trait. Jak consented, and the youth
assumed a stance of suavity. In less
than fifteen seconds Jak tore off the
page, placed it on the bar upside down,
and walked away. Hungry to see the re-
sult , the debonair fellow flipped over ;
the sheet to discover Jak.rs opinion of
him: an erect male member strapped to
a roller skate, from which dangled a
carrot.

A GOOD PART of the time I spent at '
the Anchor was given over to watching or
playing pool. The pool room annex con-
tained, besides a pool table and Windish's

mural, the trunk of a banyan tree around
which the room was built, a large fan
which had to be taken into consideration
on certain shots, for its gust could
affect the course of the ball, a sign
warning "No wagering," which was mitigat-
ed by finer print "that means no money
on the table," and a collection of in-
teresting souls whose common bond was
appreciation for a perfectly played
round of 8 ball. I never had played
much pool prior to the days of the Anchor,
but a friend and co-worker of mine,
Louis Knowles, and I used to have a few
beers each night after work, and whenever
the table was free he'd challenge me to
a game. It was partly due to Louis'
style - an unhurried but preconceived
attack that took him around the table at
a minimum of walking, and which easefully
allowed him clear shots each time due to
his near perfect grammatical understanding
of cue ball english - and partly due to
my own financial inability to fuel the
table with a quarter each time Louis
cleared it, that I' took an avid interest
in this game of tangents and angles.

Another teacher of mine, Gil Grady,
was not only an excellent shot but also
a superb showman. Feigning perplexity
at each shot he encountered,. Grady would
excessively chalk his stick, shake his
head and mutter about the inconsistencies
of cruel fate, call a seemingly impossible
shot, offer to forfeit the game, and then
with much concentration and up to ten
practice strokes would masterfully
launch the cue ball into the muddle of
colored ones, where, before the eyes of
all, the object ball he called would
somehow go in. A sly smile was the only
gesture that would betray his otherwise
perturbed visage.

The most technically perfect shooter
to play regularly at the Anchor was
Michael. To receive one shot when play-
ing him was to be lucky. He ran the table
at will, but with a benign air that didn't
scare off competition; Whenever he played,
there appeared many more challengers than
normal, not so much with hopes of beating
him as with aspirations of learning from
him. I once won a game against him, but
only after he had beaten me some twenty
games over several months.

THE FIRST YEAR of the Anchor, as
mentioned, saw many people from both
sides of the tracks frequent it. Local
officials, professional people, fisher-
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comers brought with them a proportionate
number of homeless children, wise guys,
acid freaks, and shysters. The place
evolved into a crowded free-for-all
where loud screams and pushy manners
eclipsed conversation. The juke box
became a nightmarish cover-up for the
brash peculiarities of those on acid, or
thosebelligerently drunk, or those sub-
verting by high wagering the camaraderie
of the pool table. It became a snake
pit. Notice, of course, was taken by
the community of the gradually louder,
dark bar where people never before seen
in the community stood along the outside
picket fence jeering Conch Trains or
impaling empty beer cans on the picket
points. Drug transactions took place in
the lot behind the building, and people
with nowhere to go took refuge in aban-
doned cars on the lot. Notice of such
things breeds complaints. Many complaints.
Key West was beginning to view the Anchor
as a nuisance. More complaints. A raid
was staged. A minor violation was found.
Bud was arrested. Legal hassles ensued.
The Beverage Department got into the act
and, incredibly, decreed that the Anchor
be torn down. The license finally was
revoked.

DURING THE TIME between the raid and
the revocation of the license there passed
three disconsolate months when nobody
knew what fate awaited the bar. Business
dropped off as Bud and his bartenders put
the cap on the gusher of transient hedon-
ism and howling soirees. Trouble makers
were expelled, the back lot policed, and
the decibel of hilarity was kept in check.
Nevertheless, many local patrons never
returned. The bar sat empty much of the
time. It plummeted from the number one.
seller of beer in Monroe County to near
last. The day the revocation notice was
received by Bud and Dorothy they realized
that they were out of business. They
told Tom the bartender, who had been with
them from the beginning, to give away,
drink by drink, what remained of the
stock. Word spread fast", and soon a
throng of thirsties filled up the Anchor
for the last time. Of those present on
that last afternoon only a fraction had
known the bar all the way through its
short and stormy life, while a sizeable
percentage of those belting down Bud's
free liquor had never bought a drink
there at all.

1

men, tourists, restaurant owners and
entertainers all found the Anchor a
pleasant and interesting spot. Its lo-
cation on the main street, its quaint
picket fence, which had a bar along its
backside> its absurd art collection, and
its assortment, of waterfront characters
were all-reasons; for going there. But
just as predictably as the seasons change
so do bar rooms. There really needs to .
be only one fight:or one witless foul-
• mouth tq drive away some customers forever.
It was not thought of as slumming to go
to the Anchor in its' first year and a
half or so of business. But .gradually,
as more people found the Keys, the Anchor
was found. The long standing goodwill
of the Anchor did Its best to accommodate
the inflow of season people, but the new-

OVER EGGS and toast the next morning
I gazed at the again shuttered facade,
and it looked little different from its
208 predecessor. If anything it bore
more scars inflicted over two and a half
years by the pulsing crowds destined to
find it. It looked more haggard and
less appreciated than it ever had been.
A victim of time's changes. There will
never be another bar quite like the Anchor.
What remains of it are memories and
stories. The actual building was saved
from razing by the Old Island Restoration
Commission. But for those who knew the
Anchor in its prime there remains a
sharpened sensibility for the unwritten
etiquettes that characterize not only
congenial taverns but all "of human re-
lations.
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The Convention by Richard Goodspeed

A CONVENTION TICKET: YOURS FOR THE ASKING

WOULD YOU LIKE to go to a political
convention? Would you like to go not as
a spectator but as a participant? If
you are a registered voter in Monroe
County, and if when you registered you
claimed to be a Democrat, then you are
entitled to attend the Monroe County
Democratic Convention at the Indies Inn
on Duck Key on_the first of October.

Not only can you attend the conven-
tion, but you are also entitled, if you
attend, to vote on every issue that comes
before it. Under some circumstances, you
may even address the convention and tell
it what you like and don't like about the
decisions it's trying to make.

Better yet, for the modest invest-
ment of a few hours a week (starting
right now), you can help decide what
issues will come before the convention,
and thus help shape the convention and
the activities of the county's Democrat-
ic Party over the next year.

THESE ARE SOME of the things Manny
Lopez told me over breakfast a few days
ago. Manny is the convention's archi-
tect and advocate. He suggested a county
convention to the Monroe County Democrat-
ic Party's Executive Committee, of which
he is a member. The cdmmittee approved
the idea, and put him in charge of mak-
ing it happen. This convention, he said,
is the citizen's opportunity to make him-
self heard in the party, and through it,
in the county and local governments. And
the citizen can get his hearing in any of
four different ways.

THE FIRST and most obvious- way is
simply to attend the convention, listen

DAILY SPECIALS
WHERE YOU GET GOODVALUE EVERY EMY

i SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 3 PM

LUNCH $1.09
Choice of Chicken, Shrimp, Fish or Hamburger
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SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Hamburger Deluxe.. .$1.29
Quarter-Pound Burger on a Toasted Bun,

' with Cole slaw and Fr. Fries

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Chicken Dinner $1.55
With Cot* Slaw, Fr. Fries or Mashed Potatoes,

Roll and Honey

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Pish Dinner . . . . .$1.65
"With Cote Slaw, Fr. Fries or Mashed Potatoes;

Roil, and Tartar or Cocktail Sauc*

DINING ROOM — TAKEOUT SERVICE

BAT
IN

Chicken
UNLIMITED

TAKE
our

Tamify
1102 Key Ptaa, US «

innts ®
Ph. 394-2204

to the discussions that take place there,
and vote every time a vote is called for.
The votes will come frequently during the
one-day meeting, because eight task forc-
es will present positions on several
different issues apiece. After hearing
a discussion of each position, the whole
convention will vote on whether or not
to adopt the position recommended by the
task force as a plank in the Monroe County
Democratic Party's platform. If you're
a registered Democrat, you can be there
voting.

IF YOU'D LIKE to add your two cents'
worth to the discussion of one or more
of the issues, you can do so, and this is
the second way you can get your hearing.
People attending the convention will be
allowed to offer their comments from the
floor, although to prevent repetition
and keep the convention moving.the Con-
vention Committee is asking them to sign
up ahead of time. If you want to comment
from the floor, get in touch with Manny
Lopez a week or so before the convention
and tell him which issue you want to
comment on and roughly what you want to
say. If he doesn't already have someone
on his list to say pretty much the same
thing, you will probably get to speak
your piece.

BEFORE I can tell you about the
other two ways of participating, I have
to tell you about the task forces. The
party's Executive Committee set up eight
topics for the convention to consider,
and has established a task force to cover
each of them. Each task force has been
going over its topic looking for issues
on which the party should take a position.

Of course, the task forces did not
spring fully staffed and functioning from

the desks of the Executive Committee.
The Committee decided on the areas to be
covered, then turned over to Manny Lopez
the task of finding a chairman for each
task force. Manny found the chairmen,
and they (with the help of members of
the Executive Committee) found people to
make up the task forces.

For the past month or two the task
forces have been busy defining issues,
recommending a position for the party to
take on each of the issues so defined,
and digging up factual material to sup-
port or undermine their recommendations.

THAT WORD undermine is not a typo-
graphical error. Task force members are
not in agreement on all the positions
they'll be recommending to the conven-
tion for adoption. Each recommendation
will represent the majority view, decided
upon after much discussion. The discus-
sion is not entirely spontaneous: task
force members research their points of
view and find facts to support them. Of
course, some members are trying to find :
facts that undermine the position that
the task force finally adopts by majority
vote.

The task force will present its re-
commendations to the convention in the
form of position papers. Members of the
task force who disagree with the content
of a position paper can address the con-
vention when the position paper is under
discussion — as can the members who sup-
port the position.

NOW FOR THE third and fourth ways
the citizen can get his hearing. Here's'
where spending a couple of hours a week
will really get a person into county
government. The task forces still need
people to help them fashion their posi-

September Specials

New York Times Book Review
SUBSCRIPTION FOR 52 ISSUES

DELIVERED BY MAIL

Reg. $15 Sept. only $12.00

Condominium
by John D. McDonald

BEST-SELLING HARDBACK ABOUT
HURRICANE IN FLORIDA KEYS

Reg. $10 Sept. only $7.80

THE BOOKSHOP
536 Fleming

eKfe*

tion papers. It's a little late, because
the position papers are supposed to be
finished up by mid-September, but don t
let that stop you. The chairmen will
welcome you, and will give you as much
to do as you are willing and able to
handle. You could, even at this late
date, contribute new and important ideas

o r wind up being the one to deliver
an opposition statement.

Here is a list of the task forces
for you to choose from:

1. Economic and Consumer Concerns
2. Growth, Development, and Environ-

mental Concerns
3. Judicial Administration
4. Minority Concerns
5. Education
6. Political Ethics and Election

Reform
7. Health, Family, and Social Con-

cerns
8. Senior Citizens' Concerns

IF THERE is something on the list
you'd like to argue about, argue about
it with the task force. Call or write
Manny Lopez and find out where and when
your task force will be meeting next.
(Reach him through Rand Winter's office
in Key West, 294-2405, or through the
Monroe County Convention Committee, P.O.
Box 2307, Key West, FL 33040.)

THE FOURTH way of getting into the
act is to go to any meeting of any task
force (they're all open to the public)
and just listen and occasionally throw
in an opinion or some advice. Manny
Lopez assures me that the task forces
will be happy to hear from you.

"Here's the chance for the people
to come out and tell the politicians what
they want," he says, referring to the
entire convention sequence. "It's a
chance for them to get involved in the
decision-making process."

Those who have gotten involved (and
others who will between now and the
closing of the convention) will be able
to boast to their grandchildren that

Capt.BOD'6

RESTAURANT

Fresh daily,
right-from-the-ocean

SEAFOOD
Raw Oysters

Shrimp Steamed in Beer
Conch Chowder

Lobster & Turtle Steak
Homemade Key Lime Pie

Open 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily
908 Caroline St. 294-9005

they participated in the First Annual
Monroe County Democratic Convention —
presumably the first of many. It will
probably also be the shortest. It will
be difficult to do all that must be done
at the convention in one day, but the
Planning Committee decided to keep it
short. As the planners and the party
gain experience in running county con-
ventions, the conventions will probably
get longer — will perhaps run for two
or three days.

THE AIMS of the short convention
are appropriately modest. Manny Lopez
recited them as if he had them written
on the wall behind my head:

1. Create a party platform for the
county.

2. Educate people on both sides of
issues that interested people
feel are the real issues.

3. Give people more of an oppor-
tunity to have a voice in their
government.

4. Broaden the base of active par-
ticipants in party activities.

A RESULT of the convention, if not
a purpose, will be to let the average
citizen rub elbows with office-holders,
candidates, and potential candidates.
Most of the Democratic office-holders in
Monroe County will be there, and the
committee has invited the Florida Con-
gressional delegation and some of the
potential gubernatorial candidates to
attend and address the gathering. Con-
vention-goers will probably hear a short
speech by one of these distinguished
guests after each task force finishes
its presentation.

At the end of the day, with all con-
vention business completed, the conven-
tion-goers will attend a closing banquet.
The convention committee has not announced
the banquet speaker as of this writing,
but it will probably be a distinguished
Democratic office-holder.

MANY PEOPLE see this convention as
a means of putting new life into the

THE AQUARIUM
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Monroe County Democratic Party. They
say that the party is in a transition
stage right now, that people who have
controlled it in recent years are passing
on. There are vacancies on the county
Executive Committee and in the precincts.
Now is a good time for those who would
like to have a say in party matters to
dig in and find a spot. Working on one
of the cenvention task forces would be
a good way to begin. Manny Lopez says:
"Many people who have gotten involved
have had no political experience. This
is an opportunity for those without ex-
perience to start to get some. We're
looking for new people and new ideas."

WITH THIS CONVENTION, the Monroe
County Democratic Party is throwing wide
open the doors to participation by the
average citizen. If the voters show
enough interest, the convention could
become sort of an annual town meeting
for the whole county. Nothing could be
better for the health of the county's
politics.

WATERSPOUT-

The strainThe frail lashingparts
Of linking sea and aloud

Too much even for nature's thong

But wait
It mends itself as we watch

And leashing aloud to unseen hand in the i
Curves slack

With the aloud at heel
To walk the white image
Among clumped mangroves

by Richard Goodspeec
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continued from page 11
during the rest of the winter a direct
result of the purple martins1 presence
in this area? If this is the case, the
residents of the Keys certainly owe a
great debt to these birds for comfortable
insect-free winters.

AUGUST IS ALSO the month for fiddler
crabs to begin their annual mating ritual,
and this area of Rest Beach is a good
place in which to witness this curious
event. The crabs assemble from the re-
cesses of the mangrove swamp and begin
a slow procession, which moves in the
general direction of the beach and the
ocean. At points along the way they
rally — generally in open areas on the
paths among the dunes. As literally
hundreds of them cluster about they per-
form a ritualistic "dance," which con-
sists basically of a slow rhythmic wav-
ing of their one large claw. The pro-
gram may vary, but as days go by the
crabs continue their procession to the
water's edge, all the while becoming
more slow moving and less fearful of man.
Suddenly at the edge of the beach amid
the sand and seaweed what must be the
females (although one can never be sure
in the animal kingdom) appear laden with
eggs and with only two small claws. At
this point they are so slow moving that
it is even possible to pick them up with
the hands. In a few days the egg-laden
females retreat back up the beach, ap-
parently to lay their eggs,, and the
cycle is complete.

WHY DO SO MANY species of wildlife
seek out this particular area in pre-
ference to other sections of the beach?
The answer may be the same reason that
man has found it difficult to penetrate
the area — the presence of the water-
filled mangrove swamp. Not only does
this area have more trees and larger
vegetation — the dunes near the beach
are noticeably higher and grassier —
but at certain times of the year the

swamp is connected to the ocean by a
small inlet, which fills and empties the
swamp with the rise and fall of the tide.
One surmises that the presence of the
trees and other vegetation form a natu-
ral protection and feeling of security
for the birds and other wildlife, but
the key may be the organic matter which
is flushed periodically from the swamp
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IT IS NOT SURPRISING that the current
threat to this area is man. The proposed
construction of a highway along Rest
Beach, if improperly planned, would re-
sult in filling in part or all of this
mangrove swamp, its subsequent elimina-
tion, and the exodus of the birds and
wildlife from this remaining stretch of
natural beach. Such actions are of
course irreversible, and a decision at
a later date to try to restore such a
natural area would be a laughable im-
possibility.
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and becomes the first link in a compli-
cated chain of life reaching ultimately
to the predatory bird life. During low
tide one has only to wade a short dis-
tance into the water to become aware of
the great quantity of crabs and other
organisms which inhabit the shallow wat-
ers. The microscopic food which is nec-
essary for these organisms is present
here and likely supplied directly or in-
directly by the mangrove swamp. The or-
ganisms themselves form the major portion
of the diet of the host of birds that
flock to this area like songbirds to a
birdfeeder, and it is possible that this
is the reason for the great variety and
number of birds in this area.

THE POPULARITY of the motorcycle and
its more recent relative, the moped, have
created a new threat to the area. The
groan of a motorcycle can of course
quickly shatter the peace and stillness
of the area, frightening the birdlife
and returning the birdwatcher with a
sudden jolt from the world of nature to
man's twentieth century technology, but
it is the visible damage to the area
which is most evident. The once high
ridge of the dunes are high no more, and
vegetation has been crushed and uprooted
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by the~ wheels of budding Evel Knieve'ls
as they race and jump the dunes. The
once narrow footpaths have been widened
by the weight of these heavy machines to
the point where they can now accommodate
an automobile or dune buggy — which one
frequently sees rollercoasting over the
dunes!

VANPALS have also wreaked havoc in
this area, breaking limbs from venerable
, buttonwood trees and in a few cases
chopping them completely to the ground.
Grass fires have been set intentionally
or otherwise from time to time, obliter-
ating many square feet of vegetation
from the dunes. Nor is this area of
Rest Beach immune to the blight of litter
that plagues many areas of our country.
The usual quantity of beer cans and oth-
er trash has accumulated in this area,
but this has been compounded by the local
resident who forsakes the city dump and
unloads his unsavory commodity about the
dunes and paths. Why one should choose
to dump trash in such an area is unclear,
but perhaps the fresh air dumper feels
that the trees and grass will grow over
and cover the trash. This appears to be
just another form of sweeping the dirt
under the rug!

WITH PROPER PLANNING much or all of
the mangrove.swamp could be saved with-
out destroying its ecology, and the pro-
posed highway could be constructed to
be compatible with this last existing
natural area of Rest Beach. Total fill-
ing of the swamp in preparation for the
highway construction would of course be
a tragedy and result in the loss of the
area as a nature retreat along with its
vegetation and wildlife. Such an act
would of course also be a great loss'to
those visitors and members of the com-
munity who appreciate the beauty and
tranquility of a natural area and find
peace in observing forms of life other
than teeming humanity.
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AND CARE A 10TI

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL MEN 1 WOMEN HAVE RELIED ON OUR
SERVICE FOR YEARS.

* COURTEOUS
* PROMPT
* EFFICIENT
+ EXPERIENCED

* PROFESSIONAL
* COMMERCIAL
* RESIDENTIAL
* OCCASIONAL

* WAKE UP SERVICE
* CLASSIFIED ADS
* 24 HOUR SERVICE
* PART TIME SERVICE

LATEST ft MOST MODERN EO.UIPMENT, Mat A
PERSONAL SERVICE TO SUIT YOUR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

IKCLUSNt MUM
"When AD Ca8« An CONFIDENTIAL"
KM COMPLm — BCTAUS — ABOUT OUK

MAHY SfHVICCS — CAU

294-1044 or 296-8866
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Dillies, Anyone? by Jerry Grapel

I don't suppose that many people
have given very much thought to the
matter, and that's just the point, for
when a thing's time has come, its time
has come. I do believe that such a time
has, indeed, finally arrived for that
most anonymous of fruits, the sapodilla.

The sapodilla has been around long-
er than you or I, your next door neigh-
bor, the Brooklyn Bridge, Rice-a-Roni or
Cool Whip, and, it must be said, it has
managed to wangle a small amount of fame
for itself down through the ages, mainly
as an iced dessert of one sort or another.
Its notoriety has generally been con-
fined to the native inhabitants of the
island, the true Conchs of the Conch
Kingdom. Yet for 'people like myself -
wayward travelers who have only recently
settled upon these distant shores - the
sapodilla can be compared to the familiar
faces of those countless character actors
one sees in old movies on TV. They
exist, lingering mistily in the back-
ground, yet they seem to be irrelevant,
unnoticed, the fameless fruit of anonymity,
pushed to the rear of the line, unloved
and seldom thought about. Sapo-what?
Of all the fruits I'd never heard of
before moving here, sapodilla was surely
the vaguest of all. Why even the name,
itself is possessed of a comical nature
that is hard to take seriously. If sapo-
dillas were people they'd most surely
fill the ranks of what our more political
types refer to as the masses, proletariat
or peasantry, facelessly marching off in
utter obscurity, the underbelly of society,
unknown and unappreciated. Even amongst
people who've lived here for quite some
time, the sapodilla retains a certain
taken-for-grantedness that can't be

FABRIC WORLD
i i

TEL.294-1773/KEY WEST.FLA.

denied. Its greatest fame is most prob-
ably derived from the relief you feel
when, after stepping on an overripe one
that has fallen to the sidewalk, you
realize that you have not stepped in dog
droppings. Woo! Thank God! This is the
type of fame that something could do with-
out, I'm sure you'll agree, especially
when one considers the lip smacking,
mouth watering idolization given to most
other fruits on the island. I say it is
time for the long suffering sapodilla to
be given its chance, and, as I mentioned
above, the time seems to be now.

I've always felt that the sapodilla"s
true potential has never quite been
tapped. Firstly, if I may understate
the matter, they are plentiful. Of all
the fruit trees that grow here, it seems
as if there are more sapodillas than
anything else. What's more, they are
beautiful shade trees, which grow quite
large and thickly covered with small
deep green leaves. When a healthy sapo-
dilla tree is putting out fruit, this
thick green foliage is dappled abundant-
ly with brown bells of bounty, hundreds,
perhaps even thousands, on one tree alone.
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I don't mean to imply that a great
revolution in sapodilla consumption is
about to break loose, with huge sapodilla
groves stretching to the horizon in neat-
ly groomed rows on Central American plan-
tations. We may have "banana republics,"

but I don't foresee any "sapodilla re-
publics," nor will the now famous "banana
boat" give way to "sapodilla boats" in the
future. I suppose there may be some mos-
quito-infested market places deep in the
tropics where sapodillas may actually be
bought and sold, but the greatest commer-
cial endeavor involving sapodillas that

(J m
Floor Covering Co.

Oldest floor
in

Fleming 5 t 216-20?.

V

,R
at

oor Sending
\d Finishing
6 and caxpt

i

I have ever come across still has to be
a sign which used to stand in the front
yard of a house on Prances Street which
read "Dillies, 5£." This sign always
amused me, for the thought of actually
having to "buy" a sapodilla, when the
supply of such is so plentiful, access-
ible, and in such little demand, is rather
laughable. I think the sign was more in
the nature of a "No Trespassing" sign
than as an invitation to buy sapodillas,
which lay strewn about on the house's
front lawn.

Having established that the sapo-
dilla market is not yet ready for the
Wall Street world of conglomerates and
dividends, and that no one will be buying
"futures" on this year's sapodilla crop,
let us dwell more realistically on the
sapodilla's future. The sapodilla, when
ripe, is a bit soft, and will' open quite
easily when taken in one's hands and
broken in half. A sweet aroma will im-
mediately confront your nostrils, for,
indeed, the pinkish-orange pulp of the
fruit is quite sweet tasting, sweet like
candy. Put simply, the taste of the
sapodilla is a definite plus, and it is
this sweet taste that leads me to eat a
sapodilla on rare occasions. I say
"rare occasions," because there is some-
thing about the texture of the fruit's
pulp that detracts from its good taste.
Sapodillas are kind of gritty and coarse,
almost as if fine sand had been sprinkled
through them. Yet I always felt that
some kind of creamy pie could be made
from them, perhaps like a pumpkin pie.
I've even heard tell of such sapodilla
pies, but only in the haziest of terms,
tales of grandmotherly Conch ladies and
the.like. For some time now I have agi-
tated in various culinary circles for
the making of a sapodilla pie, only to
be smiled upon or humored with nebulous
affirmatives or put off with answers like
"I don't like sapodillas." But now it
has finally happened! A Joan of Arc has
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LA CONCHA
430 DUVAL STREET

OLD TOWN

Panoramic View — All Key West

Luncheon Specials
Businessman - Shoppers

Tourists

Enjoy Your Favorite
Island Cocktails

Every day 11 a.m. - 4 a.ra

fJ\ J

LA
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Master Charge, BankAmerioard, American Express Beer & Wine Closed Monday & Tuesday

If you're thinking about buying a
loudspeaker, think about this:

Bring your own music. A favorite
record or tape—something you know
by heart. There's no quicker, simpler
way to tell the difference between
speakers. If you've been listening in
black and white, you'll know it when
you hear Technicolor.

Another thing: AM and FM music
are not adequate tests of high fidelity
sound. Neither has any really high
highs or low lows. They're clipped off
both ends during the broadcasting
process.

Here's something else to think
about: Major recording studios like
Warner Brothers, Elektra, MGM, and
Capitol use JBL loudspeakers to mix,
master, and play back their music.
You know why?

Now you're thinking.

>? iBif§L36.
*f NOW JUST

$429.OOPAIR- v

AT SWIFT'S
423 Duval St. 296-8576
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Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum

A Registered National
Historic Landmark

This Site Possesses Exceptional Value
in Commemorating or Illustrating
The History of The United S fates

OPEN DAIiY 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
907 WHFTEHEAD STREET KEY WEST, FLA.

ADMISSION $1.50 CHILDREN 50c
TELEPHONES: 296-5811 or 294-1575

A Uisurely lour of the home uni gardens of the late Nobel
Prize Winner, Ernest Hemingway. The home was built in
Spanish Colonial Style of native rock hewn from the grounds
with furnishings, rugs, Hie, chandeliers brought by the Heming-
ways from Spain, Africa and Cuba. Luxuriant, exotic plants
and trees ore from oil over the world. It was k«re that Mr.
Hemingway wrote For Whom the Bell Tails, Green Kills of
Africa, A Farewall to Arms, The Fifth Column, The Snows of
Kilimanjaro, and The Macombtr Affair. Mr. Hemingway was
the firs* important writer to discover and make Key West his
httne. He owned tfw home from 193! +o T96T-

Covers One Acre Snciuding Fool And Guest House

Bring Your

Atocha Coin Sales

Take a guided tour ot a 168-foot
Spanish treasure galleon built by
Treasure Salvors, Inc. of Key West,
the world's largest treasure hunting
organization. See what life aboard
ship was like in the 1600's. See
some of the treasure that has been
found in Florida waters. See the
cannons from the "Nuestra Senora
dc Atocha" which sank in 1622 off
Key West. She carried a cargo
valued at over 100 million dollars.
Sec the techniques Treasure Salvors
is using to recover her gold, silver
and gems.

WRECKERS WHARF
633 Front Street

appeared on the scene in the person "of
my lovely neighbor Helen, an ace cook if
there ever was one. She has made a
sapodilla pie, and I simply cannot exag-
gerate when it comes to passing judg-'
ment on it. Fantastic, heavenly, delight-
ful, scrumptious, sinful — take your
pick. Sapodilla pie most definitely
makes itl Four stars, highest rating,
it's a hitI And now it is my pleasure,
with Helen's permission, to give to the
world the recipe for
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MOTHER NATURES

• SUNSHINE
RAINBOW F000

OPEN ALL SUMMER

i
SCARBOROUGH FAIR

Natural Cosmetics
423 Front St. Key West

HELEN'S FAMOUS SAPODILLA PIE

4 cups very ripe sapodillas (peeled)
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon cloves
3 tablespoons cornstarch
3 tablespoons flour
1/4 cup water
Coconut, raisins, and honey are optional.

Mix the cornstarch and flour in water
until smooth. Pour this mixture, along
with the partly mashed sapodillas, into
a sauce pan. Cook over a low flame for
about fifteen minutes until thick. Add
cinnamon and cloves and, if desired,
coconut and raisins. The mixture is al-
ready sweet, but honey may be added also.
Pour cooled pudding into a chilled pie
crust. Suggested crust: Graham cracker
or whole wheat flour and coconut crust.
Pie should be chilled. Top with sliced
bananas or whipped cream.

If you see whitehead in the early evening

where the sun leaves bright rings

around snails and the wind wails so

and low as firefly wings

where fishermen sing

you may begin to really see

and paint the picture

so light and much more olearly

you may love the little white pipers

that stand in endless contemplation

and admiration for their mother the sea

you may find yourself free

wishing an end to your long journey

you may need a friend

perhaps then we'll find a place

to bury our illusions

by Kathy Lawrence

KEY WEST'S
HOROSCOPE

Sun in Virgo,
Venus in Leo, ,._
Mercury in Virgo
Saturn in Leo
Jupiter in Cancer
Mars in Cancer
Uranus in Scorpio
Neptune in Sagit tarius
Pluto in Libra
North Node in Libra

a f t e r 22nd in Libra
a f t e r 22nd in Virgo

THE PLACE TO STAY
AT THE END OF THE DAY

80 MOTEL ROOMS
35 APARTMENTS

305-294-3742

TOLL-FREE RESERVATIONS
800-241-9191

3852 N ROOSEVELT BLVD
KEY WEST FLORIDA

The new moon and the full moon in
September both show activity in the tenth
house sector of the chart of Key West.
This will put our city in the limelight.
Publicity of a favorable nature will
make the nation aware that Key West,
Florida, is on the map.

The sun and Mercury in Virgo tran-
siting our fourth house sector will be
favorable for home building and overall
improvement to the city that involves
construction.

Mars in Cancer trining on natal
Mars in Scorpio bodes well for overall
employment opportunities. You won't be
able to complain that you can't find a
job in Key West in the months to come.

Money is still very prominent in
the chart of Key West.

(the

fat *A*J*J a-ccxi&ian:
\ximal, and

425 PRONT STREET
Old Town Square

A.«

2947030
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Polynesian Cuisine
and

Rum Concoctions
in a.

Tropical Island
Atmosphere

294-6912
U.S. 1 at Garrison Bight

bar open
from 12 noon

mon - sat
Sunday from 2 pm

"OI0RSTER"

dancing every night
Sunday tea dance,

movies monday &
thursday 9:00 pm
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t Mariah's of Key West.

A variety of

at discount prices

and an additional 10% discount
on all school clothes

533 DUVAL STREET PH. 294-9996

. Mariah's ... where ladies c o m e first

Harbor House
423 front Street

Jewelry restored

• made to order .

by Richard Marsh
A Hare Raisin'

photos by Richard Marsh

IT'S ALL my mother-in-law's fault.
For 18 years, whenever Donna begged and
pleaded, teased and whined for a horse,
a dog, a cat, or any other useless furry
pest, her mother said, "When you grow up
and get married you can have as many
animals as you want."

Donna grew up with the understanding
that mothers are always right, so for the
past two years, ever since she came to
Key West to marry me and raise a menagerie,
she has frequently asked how soon the
animal part of her fantasy of wedded
bliss was going to come true. To add
weight and prestige to her requests, she
has often reminded me of her mother's
promise, which she feels I am somehow
obligated to fulfill.

YOU CAN ride a horse and even make
money with it if there is a race track
nearby. Besides, horses mow the lawn
and fertilize at the same time. You can
feed a horse for what it costs to insure
a car. Horses are the most practical of
beasts. Unfortunately our back yard is
too.small for a horse to turn around in,
and we can't afford one. Even so, we
spent one afternoon rambling the back
roads of Summerland Key looking for suit-
able quarters just in case someone should
offer us a horse for free.

You can insure a car for what it
costs to feed a reasonable-sized dog,
and we don't have anything worth stealing,
so we don't need a watchdog. We make do
with patting Ginger on the head once a
week on the way to the library.

There is an ample supply of neigh-
borhood free cats that come to the back
door to visit and pass the time of dinner.

FOR TWO YEARS I managed to convince
Donna that pets were impractical and/or
unnecessary until we strike it solvent
and move to our dream farm. No fleas in
the rug, cat paw prints on negatives, or
dog hairs embedded in photos. No phone
calls at six a.m. to complain of loose
horses trampling out the vintage in the
neighbor's petunia patch.

THEN a couple of rabbits at the
Children's School got to know each other,
and one thing led to several others,
which inevitably led a few weeks later
to a low-key sales pitch from Elaine
Merrill and an impassioned plea from
Donna.

"Can I have a baby bunny? The
Children's School had a rabbit population
explosion and Elaine has them for the
summer and there's one that's white with
little brown spots that look like raisins
and I want to name him Raisin."

It was a heavy blow, and just when
I had developed the knack of pretending
I didn't see Ed Crusoe (Key West Bar
Pilot and Provider of Homes for Homeless
Puppies) when he came striding toward us
like a boarding pirate with that "Have
I got a puppy for you" look in his eye.
But at least Donna was honest enough not
to claim that the bunny had followed her
home. For that reason alone I relented
and, sighing resignedly, said, "Alright,
but just one. At least if worse comes
to worst we'll know where our next meal
is coming from."

IT WAS UNDERSTOOD that Donna would
look after the little everyday things ' '.
like feeding the bunny and cleaning his -
"cage," so I agreed to pitch in and
shoulder my share of the responsibility —
picking an appropriate name. I have al-
ways been partial to literary names for
animals, probably influenced by Joyce
Carol Oates1 naming a kitten after the
great scholar, George Lyman Kittredge; she
called it "Kitty" for short. Back on the
farm I had a horse named Prince Valiant,
a filly named Misty (after Misty of

Chinaoteague), a dog named after the i
Irish hero Fionn Mac Uail's dog Bran,
and dozens of cats with Tolkein names. i

MY KNOWLEDGE of rabbits began and
ended with the Beatrix Potter books, but
Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, Peter, and
Benjamin seemed too corny. The name Pat
was appealing, but when I explained to*"
Donna about the book called Pat the Bunny/
she only said "Umf" and returned to her
crossword puzzle, wondering out loud
about a four-letter word for eavesdrop-
ping devices.

"'Bugs' is too obvious," I said,
fresh from the Watergate novels and
Fourth Amendment, research. "Everyone
and his brother names his bunny 'Bugs,'
especially nowadays." It was a guess,
but I'm sure it's true.

"Psst. Hey, bubba, got any spare carrots?"

"How about a Sinclair Lewis novel?""
Donna said, staring intently at the cross-
word puzzle.

"That's perfect!" I exclaimed.
"You're a genius. We'll call him Runny
Babbitt."

"It starts with an A," said Donna
firmly, "and his name is Raisin."

I hated to leave with a cross word
between us, but I said "Arrowsmith" as
ma'tter-of-factly as possible, and, since
Donna seemed to have the naming problem
well in hand, I turned my energies to re-
search on the habits of the order Lago-
morpha, comprising the rabbit, the hare,
and the pika. I usually begin any re-
search with Phyllis Pope at the Reference
Desk in the library. Phyllis is one of
the few people in Key West who can tell
you that the official word for the fear
of crossing bridges is gephyrophobia,
for When you want to impress your north-
ern visitors who arrive with wildly :
staring eyes and hands clenched around
the steering wheel. Phyllis also has
the most complete collection of guesses
on how high Solares Hill is and can an-
swer bar bets like "Who won the Battle
of Yorktown?" So I was sure Phyllis
would know what rabbits like to eat.

: AT FIRST I got questions, not an-
swers , and went through the routine of (
how Donna and I had decided on the bunny's:
name. Phyllis also wanted to know if
the bunny was house-broken. It hadn't

fIlllllllillllllllllll
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occurred to me that a rabbit could be
house-broken, although my race track ex-
perience' of searching a pitch-black stall
at six a.m. for the wet spot — not nearly
as hard as looking for a needle in a
haystack, especially is your shoes have
holes in them — taught me that herbi^
vores establish certain habits, just
like cats and dogs. Actually, Raisin
was being potty-trained accidentally,
since he had just learned how to jump
out of the cardboard box that he was
staying in until I could find out where
the experts say he would like to live.
We were letting him wander loose until
he looked like he was thinking of doing
something disgraceful, then he was popped
back into his box until a fresh puddle
appeared on the newspaper. We turned
the box on its side and kept the papers
in it, and he uses it more or less as a
cat uses a cat box. We have so far not
found any puddles around the house, but
Donna complains good-naturedly about the
little brown pellets that get caught be-
tween her toes. They don't bother me
though. Working with horses taught me to
glide over the top of droppings and
shuffle between them.

PHYLLIS' how-to pamphlet, the World
Book Encyclopedia, and the one rabbit
book in the 636 section indicated that
rabbits eat pretty much everything in
Mister Macgregor'. s garden, but they
haven't caught up with the new genera-
tion of electronic rabbits to which our
Raisin belongs. The authors obviously
have not studied rabbits in a modern en-
vironment of books, rugs, and electrical
cords. I had to shift my research to
the Children's Room to be reassured that
Raisin wasn't abnormal. Sure enough,
Miss Tilly's poem called "A Solemn Warn-
ing To Rabbit Lovers" begins with "A
bunny nibbles all day long" and ends
with "A bunny nibbles everything" (from
Marshmallow, by Clare Turlay Newberry;
Harper, 1942).

I learned that there is something
absolutely essential to the well-rounded
rabbit diet in a telephone cord when I
tried to make a phone call and couldn't
get a dial tone. With someone else in
the house to blame things that go wrong
on besides Donna, I immediately looked
at floor level instead of the five foot
inch and three quarter level. The teeth
that had severed the phone cord in sev-
eral places were definitely smaller than
Donna's.

Why we didn't have City Electrified
rabbit for breakfast one morning I'll
never know. Donna found the dining room
clock on the floor with the insulation
nibbled off the cord and the wires chewed
partly through. The most vulnerable
cords have now been enclosed in taste-
less plastic tubing.

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES are sampled if
•Left in easy jumping reach of Raisin,
out number one on his good dining list
is a Navy training manual for Photograph-
ers Mate 3 and 2. He's halfway through

the cover and the bottom part of the pre-
face.

The green strips in a green and blue
rug my parents gave us must remind Raisin
'of the green, green grass of some ances-
tral home. It's the only rug he eats.
Whenever I catch him in the act and
speak sternly to him, he looks at me
with the studied nonchalance of a window
shopper who says, "No thanks, I'm just
browsing."

Raisin gets oozy with a Persian cat
casting by Cissy McNulty.

RAISIN'S entertainment value is a
more than adequate alternative to the
dreary pablum of tv. For example, some-
thing mysteriously clicks in his wedgy
little head whenever Donna starts cooking
meat. (Even Phyllis couldn't come up
with the ten dollar word for the fear of
being eaten.) I am sitting in the front
room checking the copy for the next So-
lares Hill, correcting spelling and in-
stalling and amputating commas, when I
hear the thunder of galloping hoofbeats •
in the hallway. "Here comes the bunny,"
I drawl in greeting, imitating the an-
nouncer I heard at a greyhound track.
Raisin carroms off the doorjamb, turns
around once in midair, clicking his heels,
and plops next to my chair, nose wiggling
and ears twitching like semaphore flags.
If he could speak English as fluently as
Fiver, Hazel, Hlao-roo, and the rest of
the rabbits in Richard Adams' Waterehip
Down, he would be saying, "I'm the second
course. I know it. Donna just said
how fat I'm getting." A .shake of the
head, a 180 degree turn, then another,
then a zigzag around the big blue chair,
a sprint, a leap, and he slides to a
stop on the tack box/dba/coffee table to
crouch next to Cissy McNulty's Persian
cat casting, which he discovered and be-
friended as soon as he made his habitat
three-dimensional by jumping on things.
He nudges the ashtray.to one side, picks
up a pen, carries it to the side, and
drops it on the floor, then lies next
to the cat, imitating its pose. He will
stay there, taking lessons from the cat
in Freezing To Elude Pursuit, or hide

dine where the sun sets
pier house restaurant
at the pier house motel
entertainment nightly
reservations
(305) 294-9541
1 duval street

Pier House Restaurant
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Located in the

BEACH CLUB PIER ROUGE

mi

[305} 294-9541
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LOCATED IN OLD KEY WEST
Next to the Aquarium

at N^allory Square

REEF TRIPS
Beginners or Experienced

Free SnorkeMng instruction

BIKE RENTALS
See Old Town from Old Town

PICNICS & EXPLORING
Camping on Out Islands by

Special Arrangement

TRIPS TO DRY TORTUGAS

Red Carpet Treatment on 42' Luxury Cruiser

SAILING CHARTERS

8:30-5:30 Daily 305-294-2045

behind the toilet until cooking is over
and dinner is served. Then he joins us
at the table, shamelessly and irresistibly
begging for handouts. He eats meat, for
reasons known only to himself and per-
haps Miss Tilly and Richard Adams, and
he loves junk food like Andy Gapp's Hot
Fries.

WHENEVER I am in the kitchen making
a sandwich, a snack, a cup of coffee, or
photo chemicals, the tickle of whiskers
on my feet tells me that Raisin is sniff-
ing for a handout. He is not discouraged
when a careless foot wafts him halfway
across the floor, water runs off my el-
bows while I am washing film and splashes
on him, or his head gets ricocheted be-
tween my ankles when I move, thinking I
have left him behind. He just picks him-
self up, shakes the water off, or sits in
a daze until the ringing in his ears stops.
Then he stands on my foot to keep me in
one place until he collects a corner of
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich or
something in tribute and consolation.

THERE ARE actually some advantages
to having a rabbj/t in the house. He eats
apple cores and grape stems, and he con-
siders corn cobs to be a special treat.
That makes for less garbage to carry out
twice a week, although wet newspapers
fill two paper bags. I cut a few square
inches of grass each day for him, and
in return he digs those fuzzy little
sticky seeds out of the rugs that my
parents' dog delivered when he came for
a visit directly from Peary Court.

BUT BEST OF ALL, Donna hasn't asked
for a horse since we got the bunny, we
can look Ed Crusoe straight in the eye
and say "No puppy, because either he'd
eat the bunny or the bunny would stomp
him to death," and the back door cats
are afraid of the bunny and won't come
in the kitchen anymore. I think they
know that he eats meat.

Besides, as Miss Tilly says in "A
Poem in Praise of Rabbits,"

A bunny's a delightful habit,
No home's complete without a rabbit.

Filling up

my buttercup

with bird twitter

and morning dew -

. Do you?

by.Phoebe

Reliable sources along Margaret St. wish to inform the public that
Becky's juke box has been fixed. Now, rather than pouring out unplanned
and unwanted songs, Becky's juke box has been electronically neutered
to the extent that it accepts the pre-punched programming that has
become custom among the majority of financially able and well adjusted
juke boxes. The fact that the box now accepts quarters to activate it
insures that the quarter laden patron may select his own well planned
panoply from Let's Spend the Night Together to the Birth of the Blues.

Other small steps for mankind occurring at Becky's this past month
include the acquisition of four very battered plastic barstools of the sort
common in 1960's U.S.O. ping pong rooms; the increase to four each in
the number of crocks pots and deep friers to accommodate the crowds
taking advantage of Becky's semi-weekly food specials, i.e., the all you
can eat $1.75 Sunday night fish fry and the $1.75 Thursday night
spaghetti feast; the institution of "Bring A Friend For Some Fine Wine
Night" on Saturdays which accents appreciation of a not too mellow but
heady house wine; and some kind soul has donated a chess board.

On the agenda for Becky's in the coming months are a number of
projects which, due as much to the hot weather as procrastination, have
had to be shelved for now. A tape recording giving an in-depth
description of passing Conch Trains is to be presented over a
loudspeaker for the amusement of those riding the train. A machine to
dispense cigarettes is discussed but the management is doubtful that an
aluminum vendor could sejl more than a cheery barmaid. Also planned is
a resurfacing of the pool table and the tedious job of relevelling the thing
so it will again accept quarters. Another project, no doubt for the distant
future, will be the compilation of an anthology of bar room wit and
philosophical maxims overheard along the rail at Becky's to be entitled
52 Verses from the Bone Heap.

, But, quarters and philosophy aside, no bar is an island — as well as a
quarter spent is a quarter earned. At Becky's time and tide wait for
everyone. Spend some spare time and spare quarters at a good bar that,
with your help, would like to be a great bar.

at last...
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