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From the Editor
Hello - we're baok.

It's funny to think of Key West be-
coming a summer resort, but considering
the weather that the rest of the country
suffers through in its summers, we have
a relatively mild time of it. Andj of
course, we have magnificent summer breez-
es that aan gladden anyone's soul.

It looks like there will be a new
motel aomplex at Brito'a boatyard. This
is expected, but it will remove still
more of the waterfront from public ac-
cess. I think that this is a good time
to get started on making a public park
at the area at the foot of Simonton
Street. This is the only swimming area
left on the Gulf side of the island.

Congratulations to Kathy and Frank
(formerly of the Schlock Shop) on their
new baby, Kaay. And, speaking of this
sort of thing, Joan, who used to run EAT
during the days, recently had a little
girl, and word has it from father Roger
that the child will be brought down soon
from Big Coppitt for public viewing in
Key West.

Friends of Nora Nablo who would
like to write her aan do so. She is at
Hospital A.B.C., Observatorio y Calle
Sur 138, Mexico D.F., Mexico. Hopefully,
she will be back here in. a few weeks.

Hey, isn't the Cuban Club a sight
to behold! It was a wonderful surprise
to return and see thai magnificent build-
ing painted up.

Another piece of good news - the
fence at South Beach is down. I have
heard that there is still some grumbling
about it from the very:few who would
like it up, but I trust that it will
stay down.

I haven't made up my mind about the
proposed "bed tax" for Monroe County,
but I was very impressed with the stand
that Nancy Thornburgh, owner of the Ra-
mada Inn, took in supporting it. It

was a lonely stand to take when it ap-
peared that almost all the other motel
owners were against it. Time will tell
whether she will be proved right or
wrong, but I applaud her character and
conviction in speaking her mind so in-
dependently.

This will be an unpbpular thought
with some people, but isn't it about
time that some guidelines were establish-
ed on just how high house and apartment
rents can go? We have a whole worker
support system for our tourist industry
that is being priced right out of town,
t/hen the winter prices go in effect, it
will become increasingly difficult for
these people to find places to stay. I'm
sure that there is a fair set of guide-
lines that can be found.

W.H.
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IOOV TRfVCJO
A NICKNAME has been a mark of stat-

us in Key West for a long time, and Lor-
enzo "Ludy" Trevejo (pronounced Tre-vay-
ho) has kept up with the Joneses for as
long as he can remember. In fact, he
has had the nickname so long he is un-
certain as to its origin. No one in his
family, including his four sisters, re-
calls how he got the name, but Dorothy,
his wife of 34 years, speculates that it
may be a corruption by English-speaking
children of "Luri," the Spanish nickname
for Lorenzo, which he was also called as
a child.

Ludy was born in Key West in 1898,
the son of a Spanish father and a Cuban
mother. The father, a harness maker by
trade, had come from northern Spain to
Cuba, where he met Ludy's mother, marry-
ing her and bringing her to Key West.
In Key West harness making soon gave way
to the grocery business, and for many
years he operated a store at the corner
of White and Petronia Streets. Ludy was
the only son out of five children, hav-
ing three older sisters and one younger.
All four sisters survive today, all wid-
owed, some living in Miami and some in
Key West. Ludy grew up in the area
around the White Street Armory, living
for a number of years at White and New-
ton, then on Newton, and finally on
Southard. Gang membership was fashion-
able in Key West during Ludy's youth,
and Ludy belonged to two such loosely
constructed organizations that made
their headquarters in this neighborhood.
Ludy -was first a member of the Hell
Street Gang (Hell Street was another
name for Newton Street), and later he
became a member of the Armory Hellcats.

CHILDREN often make up their own
games and amusements, and one such that
may be unique to Key West was that of
"egg-picking." As there was a season
for kites and tops and marbles in those
days, there was also a season for "egg-
picking." Easter was usually the inspir-
ation for egg-picking, and eggs with only
the hardest of shells were selected.
Soft shelled eggs broke too easily, and
one could never win any other eggs. The
competing egg was cupped tightly in both
hands, and a challenger had a certain
number of tries to break the egg with
his hands or fists. If the egg broke,
tits owner ended up with a mess on his
fhands, and everybody had a good laugh.
*:If it didn't break, the challenger for-
"feited an egg. It was possible to hard-
en the egg shell by soaking it in vine-
gar, and one could cheat by using eggs
from guinea hens, which had a harder
shell to begin with. Their speckles
could also be removed by the vinegar
bath.

FAUSTOS

SOCIAL CENTER

MONEY was a precious commodity, and
there did not seem to be much of it in
circulation. In fact, there were few
ways that young people could earn money,
so Ludy and his friends took to selling
anything and everything that they could
get their hands on. Cuban coffee with
condensed milk was a popular drink in
those days, and Ludy went from door to
door collecting empty condensed milk cans
(it sold for ten cents a can at the time).
These he resold to Pepe's Coffee Shop
near Sloppy Joe's for five cents a dozen.
Recycling is apparently nothing new, as
the cans were washed and used for take-
out orders. Collecting beer bottles paid
off, too, as did avocado pits, which
were collected and sold for five cents
a dozen to growers from Homestead. Most
of the avocado groves which now stand in
Homestead were grown from such seed col-
lected in Key West.

ONE MAY pose the question, "What
need did a young boy have for money in
those days?", but there were always
things to do with the collected money.
One such diversion was a "Trolley Ride."
A group of youngsters could pool their
money, and for a small amount a street-
car could be rented with a driver, decor-
ated with streamers and lanterns, and
ridden with an adult chaperone for half
a day.

A NEIGHBORHOOD PLAYMATE of' Ludy's
was later to go on to an extensive ca-
reer in motion pictures. She was Gloria
Swanson, whose father was an officer
billeted in the Army Garrison across
from the Armory. The Garrison (which
gave Garrison Bight its name) was a fre-
quent playground of the two, and Ludy has
memories of riding along the long side-
walk that laced through the barracks with
Gloria on her fancy velocipede.
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One treat available to the resi-
dents of that neighborhood was the out-
door band concerts, given,at the Army
Barracks. John Philip tousa was.known
to conduct on occasion.

GARRISON BIGHT had a public bathing
facility at the foot of Newton Street,
as did the La Brisa pavillion at the
foot of Simonton Street. The sexes were
segregated, and women, despite the days
of the great cover-up when they wore
more clothing in swimming than they wear
on the street today, were forced to
swim inside a lattice-work enclosure
separate from the men!

THE HOUSE on Southard Street was one
of the few houses at the turn of the
century that had indoor running water,
which was supplied by a windmill in its
backyard. Although a convenience at the
start, the windmill soon proved to be a
liability, for the hurricane of 1909
smashed it against a neighbor's house.
It was righted just in time for the
hurricane of 1910 to smash it in the
opposite direction against another
neighbor's house.

IN JANUARY of 1912 Key West was to
undergo the biggest celebration that it
would probably ever see. Henry Flagler's
dream (which some would also refer to as
his folly!), an extension of the Florida
East Coast Railroad, more commonly known
as the "Overseas Railroad," was complete.
Ships from all over the world filled Key
West's harbor, and the town turned out
with parades and festivities which lasted
ten days. Excitement mounted as the
first train steamed into Key West with
Plagler aboard. Ludy was on the scene
(as was just about everybody else in Key
West) and claims the distinction of
being the first person that Flagler spoke
to as he disembarked from the train.
Ludy was only 14, but he remembers well
Flagler's six-foot frame and stern ex-
pression as he growled, "Get the hell
out of my way, kid!"

LUDY WAS in the ice cream business
for fourteen of the years he spent in
Key West. Most of the soda fountains
and ice cream parlors where he made and
sold ice cream were in the Duval Street
area. Some of the twelve to fourteen
varieties of sherbert and ice cream he
made were coconut and tropical fruit
flavors such as sugar apple, guava, sour-
sop and tamarind. Ludy also spent some
time making candy. He recalls the ad-
versity of making peppermint candy. For
a long time he painted the pink stripes
on the candy, until he bought a book on
candymaking which showed him how to work
the stripes into the candy. He moved to
his last location, the present site of
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the Boat Bar, during Key West's own de-
pression during the 1920' s, when Tampa
lured cigar workers away, and most of
the local cigar factories were forced to
close.

IN 1936 Ludy became caretaker of
Munson's Island, a small dot of land
located about twenty-five miles from
Key West. He was to spend sixteen years
on this "six acres in the middle of the
ocean," as he describes it, and to hold
the position of caretaker under two sep-
arate owners. The island's original
developer was a man named Newton Murison,
the owner of a steamship line. In 1936
the island was bought by another million-
aire, a man from Chicago named Anderson,
who maintained it as a private fishing
camp, equipping it with such luxuries
for the Florida Keys as hot and cold
running water and refrigerators. During
the frequent visits to the island of Mr.
Anderson and his friends, Ludy's respons-
ibilities ranged from cooking to bait
catching. About once a week Ludy would
break the monotony of his island seclu-
sion by a trip to town, and it was on
one such visit to Key West during the
1940's that, he met his second wife,
Dorothy, a former school teacher and
nurse at Dr. Galey's hospital on Eaton
Street. At this time Key West had no
other hospital, and Dr. Galey supplied
the entire medical assistance to the
community.

DOROTHY was a relative newcomer to
the Keys. World War II was raging, and
she had just brought her father from
Illinois in an effort prolong his life.
(Doctors had predicted that he would
not even make the trip as far as Jackson-
ville, but he surprised everybody and
lived an additional eight years!) Doro-
thy had vowed never to marry as long as
her father was alive, bxit a compromise
was made, and, as Ludy says, "The father-
in-law came with the deal." Dorothy
would marry as long as she could continue
to care for her infirm father. Marriage
did indeed follow, Mr. Anderson was in-

formed of Ludy's new status, and Ludy,
Dorothy, and Dorothy's father took up
residence on Munson's Island.

Life on the little island turned
out to be an education and an unforget-
table experience for the newlyweds, and
other than an occasional storm or hurri-
cane there was little to interrupt its
peace and quiet. Nature predominated
and was a force to be lived with rather
than fought against.

A POPULAR and everchanglng diversion
turned out to be beachcombing. The sea
was generous with her gifts, but one
could never predict what she would be-
stow upon the unwary beachcomber. Great
quantities of#lumber including many
pieces of mahogany were frequent finds.
Bottles of all descriptions washed
ashore and became additi.ons to Dorothy's
extensive bottle collection. But then
again the sea could play jokes, and one
morning the beach was covered with hun-
dreds of pink and blue and yellow powder-
puffs!

ONE EVENT which caused some varia-
tion in the island's routine was Doro-
thy's pregnancy and the subsequent birth
of their son Tommy. Although Tommy was
born in a Key West hospital (much to the
consternation of Ludy's family — hospi-
tals were a relatively unfamiliar insti-
tution, and Cuban mothers had tradition-
ally given birth at home), the child
literally grew up in boats. Walking on
land and on the deck of a boat can be
two entirely dissimilar situations, as
many landlubbers have quickly discovered.
Tommy had difficulty reconciling his
"sea legs" with his "land legs," and on
frequent trips into Key West he had dif-
ficulty adjusting to sidewalks. The
strange gait of the child caused many
stares and concerned queries about his
motor abilities.

WHILE Munson's Island was under the
ownership of former Senator and Sheriff
John Spottswood, a Hollywood movie com-
pany decided that the palm-covered island
with its sandy beaches would make an ex-
cellent location for the Kennedy flick
FT 109. Little conversion was neces-
sary to transform that section of the
Florida Keys into the Pacific sector of
World War II. Warner Brothers with a
crew of hundreds suddenly descended upon
the quiet little island, creating more
than enough excitement to make up for
all the years of .peace and quiet that the
"six acres in the middle of the ocean" had
known. The year was 1961, and the mach-
inery of war had been put in mothballs,
but PT boats, as well as guns and other
armaments, were required to provide the
necessary realism. The U.S. government
complied with the movie company's re-
quest, and the necessary items were duly
supplied. Although most of the crew
stayed in Key West motels and motored out
to the island each day, a special de-
tachment of naval personnel was necessary
to provide a guard and skeleton crew for
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the boats. This crew, which numbered as
much as twelve, made their headquarters
in Ludy and Dorothy's house, eating and
sleeping around the clock. It was vir-
tually impossible to hide a bunch of PT
boats, but it was feared that the guns
were another matter and had to be kept
secret for fear of provoking an incident
with Cuba. Castro had just made his rise
to power, and there were many tensions in
the air. Not even the owner of the is-
land, John Spottswood, knew of the pre-
sence of the guns.

All parties concerned were duly re-
munerated for their services and incon-
veniences. Ludy was also presented with
a Bulova wrist watch appropriately en-
graved "PT 109," and Dorothy was given
an open account at the Three Sisters
Shop, the fashionable couturier of the
time. Many friendships were established
between the movie crew and the caretaker
and his wife, and invitations were ex-
tended to Ludy and family to come to
California. This they did a number of
years later, and stretched the visit
out to nine months.

IN ORDER that their son Tommy could
receive proper schooling, Ludy and Doro-
thy moved in 1952 from Munson1 s Island
to Summerland Key, which at that time
had a total population of twelve. Tommy
went by bus to school in Key West, while
the couple pioneered Summerland in the
vicinity of what is now the Summerland
Orchid Garden, hauling fresh water for
eight months and doing without electric-
ity. A short time after their move, the
Bethel mansion, which was located on
Duval Street across from the La Concha,
was razed, and Ludy bought and salvaged
its lumber. This structure, built ori-
ginally by Judge Livingston Bethel, was
constructed on the grand scale so typi-
cal of Victorian homes belonging to fam-
ilies of wealth and position, a prime
example of the "conspicuous consumption"
that was the fashion of the time. Floor
joists in the house were thirty feet in
length, and the supporting members, six
by eights of solid yellow pine, were

•? forty feet long and weighed about 600
pounds each! The cost of hauling this
lumber from Key West to Summerland Key
naturally exceeded its original price.
Wishing to cut neither the trees that
grew in the area they were homesteading
nor the lumber that had been brought from
Key West, they constructed a sturdy home
thirty by forty feet as the lumber had
dictated. In 1954 electricity was brought
into the area (water came a little ear-
ilier), and their life of twentieth cen-
!tury comfort began. A few years later
another Duval Street mansion, the build-
ing adjacent to the Bethel mansion, re-
cently" occupied by Johnson and Johnson
Realty, was razed. This structure was
of equally gigantic proportions, and the
Trevejos were'again on ths scene salvag-
ing the lumber. Next to the first house
they constructed a second almost as large
as the first. The remains of the once
neighboring houses were now neighbors
again.

THERE WAS A TIME when Texans were
so overly proud of their home state and
enjoyed extolling its virtues that the
word "Texan" meant not only "big" but
"braggart." Much humor centered about
Texans, as it does around any group with
a common bond who pose a threat to the
status quo, but most jokes and anecdotes
about them have now gone the way of Pol-
ish and Italian jokes. During the days
that Ludy and Dorothy lived in the Keys
they were wont to spend a few weeks a
year minding bars whose owners had gone
on vacation. This offered a change of
pace and recreation for the couple, and
they frequently looked after such estab-
lishments as "Eddie's Fish Basket" on
Sugarloaf Key and the "Little Torch Tav-
ern." Ludy and Dorothy's rollicking
sense of humor pulled in good business
and gave rise to numerous humorous inci-
dents. Ludy and Dorothy generally ran
the bars in a peaceful common sense man-
ner, but often were tempted to return in
kind. An annoying bragging Texan got
the full treatment one day. As he as-
sailed the coterie at the bar with tales
of the immensity of various Texas com-
modities, Ludy slipped out the door and
snapped off a green seed pod from a
nearby poinciana tree. The Texan had
not slowed down in his dissertation as
Ludy casually flipped the poinciana pod
down on the bar. "Ya got string beans
like this in Texas?" he asked. The
question may as well have been rhetori-
cal, for the Texan suddenly left without
finishing his beer.

Ludy recalls another situation with
an offensive Texan. After listening to
the man talk about the problems involved
in burying tall Texans, Ludy remarked
that undertakers in Key West had develop-
ed a simple method for dealing with such
situations. "What we do down here," he
said, "is give 'em an enema and bury
them in a shoebox!" This Texan also
left without finishing his beer.
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editorial
by Bill Huckel

WOODSY MUST GO

In my May 1977 editorial, I wrote about the problems of
dealing with alleged wrongdoings on the part of city or county
officials who happen also to be friends. I admitted that this
presented me with a real problem, but I concluded my editorial
by saying:

"So, in summary, I guess what I'm saying is this:
I take no pleasure in writing atout the alleged
wrongdoing of any person and certainly not- that
of a friend. However, if something is wrong, and
we are able to get proof of it, and we feel that it
should be brought to the public's attention, then
Solaree. Hill will publish it."

What I was referring to in the editorial was information
that I had received that Public Service Director Woodrow
"Woodsy" Niles had been using city workers to work on his
pool, and that this was being done while the workers were on
city time. My investigations were inconclusive and I did not
feel that I had enough material accusations. When I spoke to
Niles, he told me that there were no city workmen working for
him.

There the matter rested, and I wrote the June editorial
on South Beach and then took a vacation. While I was away,
the Miami Herald took a hard look at these accusations against
Niles and discovered that Niles had, indeed, used city em-
ployees to work on the pool area and to pave his driveway.
They discovered also that Niles was not billed for a sidewalk
built by the city around his home. The bill was sent several
hours after the Herald questioned City Manager Ron Stack
about it.

When faced with these discoveries, city officials came
up with explanations for everything. When asked why Niles
wasn't billed immediately for the sidewalk, the department
clerk in charge of billing said he was waiting to talk with
Niles about how he wanted to handle it; he said also that if
there was more work necessary he wanted to consolidate the
additional costs and present Niles with just one bill. How-
ever, a neighbor of Niles, County Commissioner Jerry Hernan-
dez, who lives around the corner, received his bill March 30
for the work done on sidewalks.

When the Herald found that three city workmen had worked
on Niles1 driveway May 13, the explanation was that they had
originally asked for Friday off to work there. They were
told that they could have the day off by the Assistant Public
Service Director, who, however, had signed time sheets that
showed that they were working for the city on that day. This
error was explained away by pointing out that often other
workmen punch in their fellow workers and that time sheets
are prepared from time clock cards. The explanation was
that this was an understandable mistake.

On Friday April 15, Solaree Hill took a photo of two
workmen working at Niles1 home. We had been phoned and told
that these men were city workmen. Subsequent investigation
showed that one of the workmen was on his own time, but the
other city workman was on city time that day.
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Two good things have come out of the Herald's investiga-
tion. One is that city workmen are not going to be permitted
to punch in the time clock for their friends. The abuse po-
tential of this is obvious (an absentee workman could be
clocked in), and it is good that it is stopped. The second
good thing to come out of this is that city workmen will not
be allowed to work for city officials on weekdays. After
all, these men are not part of a private work force to be
used at the whim of officials.

A lot of bad came out of this as well.
In a well-run municipal government, behavior such as

Niles1 would result in an automatic dismissal from his job.
If the official chose to fight the dismissal, he would be
suspended until such time as his case was adjudicated. Such
has not been the case here. Instead, we have seen a closing
of ranks from City Manager Ron Stack to those middle level
officials working for Niles. The harshest reported judgment
is that it was a "gross misjudgment" for Niles to have com-
mitted these acts.

Not only have we witnessed a closing of ranks around
Niles, but we have been embarrassed by the incredible stories
that have been put forward in his behalf, especially the
story of the confusion that occurred when the workmen at
Niles' place were "mistakenly" punched in on the city payroll
that day, and the story that the sidewalk work, which was
completed at the end of March, was not billed to Niles be-
cause the billing clerk wanted to make sure that there was no
more work to come on the sidewalk.

Nonsense.
It smacks of a cover-up.
It would appear that it would be in the city's best in-

terest to terminate Niles1 employment before everyone who is
busy defending him is made to appear a damn fool..

I submit that it IS in the best interests of the people
of Key West to have a new public service director.

Niles' did have city workers working at his place
on city time and he did not receive a bill for $555 for the
sidewalk until the Herald's investigation, and I can only
believe that if it hadn't been for that investigation, he
still wouldn't have gotten the bill.

Niles is quoted in the Herald as saying that he would
welcome an opportunity to answer any questions before a grand
jury. Why don't those commissioners who so continually call
for law-and-order call for an investigation by the grand jury?
It is never too late to start to have a law-abiding government.

_ WIND
by Kent Mosley

(written at age 8)

It sings goodday. How are you feeling? Fine, I say in my mind.
It feels like a soft rumble, when it hits my face.

SEA BASKET
by Mike Bischoff
(written at age 10)

ThB sea basket is a flowing
waving- sponge.
It's big, brown, and beautiful.
It reminds me of a clay vase.
It is a good hiding place
For shrimp.

Remodeling a great old house
that doesn't have a great kitchen?

Before you start ripping, drop in
and sec us. Great kitchens begin
with great ideas — yours and
ours. Whether you- want a
cooking island, a turntable
corner, er a desk-phone center,
bring your questions to us. We're
up on toe latest Ideas to pat
together a beautiful kitchen.

So whether it's Victorian or
modern, we can help. For a
kitchen that fib your needs as
well as your house, bring your
questions and we'll give you
some answers.

DARBY & MITCHELL
US 1, Stock Island

CABINETMAKERS
Telephone 294-7377
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ANGELG'S
•CASK

TAKE OUT SERVICE AVAILABLE
OPEN DAILY TIL 4 AM

208 DUVAL ST.

APPROPRIATE
GIFTS, HOUSEWARES, CLOTHING,

FURNISHINGS, STATIONERY, PAINTINGS,
CERAMICS AND ACCESSORIES

507 Front Street (fronting the Pier HouseJinOld Key West.Call 294-4066
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some remarks
Editor, Solares Hill
Key West, Florida 33040

May I take a little of your very
informative newspaper in order that I
may protest the order of the School
Board to replace the windows of the
Truman Elementary School? They will be
aluminum casings and aluminum sashes.
This will result in the destruction of
the very beautiful windows with their
antique glass that have served so well
since 1913 without costing us anything
for shutters during the hurricanes that
have visited this city on many occasions.
This school has been used on many occa-
sions as a hurricane shelter for the many
citizens that had to be evacuated from
the outlying areas. Never has one per-
son been injured by this school or its
windows failing to protect us since its
inception.

This glass that is now installed
is of very early vintage, nearly one-
quarter inch thick with wire mesh en-
closed within the windows rendering them
shatterproof. If these were to be bought
today the price would run well into three
or more dollars a square foot. Now, due
to this directive of the School Board,
they are due for the sledge hammer or
the dump.

The reason given is that a few of
the windows' bottom rails have deterior-
ated due to dry rot, and the glass may
slide out and injure someone. Wouldn't
it be reasonable to restore these few
windows with the original material (wood)
and save the taxpayers thousands of dol-
lars in cost for expensive aluminum and

glass that may need shuttering and pro-
tection during some hurricane? The few
windows that need repairing should not
condemn the rest of the beautiful windo
just because the money is available and
should be spent.

The dollar value of a man is what
he has, but didn't spend. I believe
that this is true not only of an indi-
vidual, but also of a school. I believ
that a school should teach thrift - not
only in the classroom but also by examp!

I have written to the School Super
intendent and also to the School Board
members, and as of this date no acknow-
ledgement has been received. Why do th
School Officials deny the right of a
citizen and taxpayer to this protest
without a proper answer.

Sincerely,
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kSolavee Hill received this letter,
and writer Garry Boulard followed it up.
This is his report.)

Probably the biggest reason Law-
rence Gomez' complaint and/or inquiry
will go unheeded is the timing. The
Monroe County School Board held an an-
nounced public meeting June 9th to con-
sider bids for the replacement of the
windows at the Truman Elementary School
and the Harris Elementary School. At
that meeting any concerned citizen could
have raised questions as to the need for
any expensive work to be done on the
windows. There were no objections or
complaints at the time, so the board
listened to the opening of bids (which
was contested among four different com-
panies) and eventually voted to award
the Gates Window Service of Miami with
a contract for replacing the 64-year-old
wire mesh windows.

Mr. Gomez's belief that the replace-
ment of the windows was a waste of the
taxpayer's money is or isn't valid de-
pending on which "authority" you ask.
The School Plant Survey conducted' by
personnel from the Department of Educa-
tion recommended the replacement of the
windows due to "the safety hazard in-
volved" and "high maintenance costs."
But independent companies have estimated
that the present windows on the Truman
Elementary School could be repaired at
half the cost of buying new aluminum
casings and sashes. That, if true,
could indeed be a savings, considering
that the lowest bid for replacing the
windows on the Truman School was $27,723.

However, it is the Board's conten-
tion that once a bid is accepted it
must be honored at the risk of a court
case. Obviously, at this point the
plans are to begin the replacement work
on both the Truman and Harris schools
soon. Kerry L. Highsmith, Team Leader,
Business, of the Monroe County School
Board said, "Any complaints now are

'after the fact" and cannot be seriously
considered. If Mr. Gomez or anyone else
had attended the school board meeting on
June 9th, then the situation could1ve
been a little different."

It is pretty much agreed upon that
the windows at the Truman School are
valuable as collector's items. The
glass is Tyrian blue, one-fourth of an
inch thick, with an enclosed wire mesh.
It is the type of window that simply is
not manufactured in any large quantity
these days. Whether or not these pink
and blue tinted windows are truly des-
tined for the sledge hammer is anybody's
guess. Even school official Highsmith
said he "wasn't sure" what the plans for
the windows are once they are taken down.

If Lawrence Gomez is bitter or
frustrated by his attempts to get some
reply to his questions, then he is not
without reason. One of the most intimi-
dating processes a person can go through
is to be shifted from bureaucratic de-
partment to department. The Monroe County
School Board has done this to Mr. Gomez,
reinforcing the opinion that, in general,
most governing boards in this county seem
to be of the attitude that irate citizens
carry the weight of a feather. The Law-
rence Gomezes of the populace cannot be
humored and dismissed. If Mr. Gomez and
his supporters were mistaken by not at-
tending the proper meeting at the proper
time, then that is still not even close
to being a good excuse for denying him
his right to an answer as a taxpayer.

(Ed. note: Lawrence Gomez finally re-
ceived an answer to his questions in a
letter from the School Board.)

con't on page 23
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hood trip.
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that's come to shopping since the
supermarket.
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threatened paradise
It is perhaps paradoxical thai a

thing of great beuty has within itself,
because of that beauty and man '3 desire
to possess it, the seeds of its own de-
struction. A. solution to this paradox
ia oruaial to the survival of one of
earth's greatest treasures -- aoral reefs.

TO EXPERIENCE a living coral reef
is to enter a new universe of color,
form and texture — to feel your very
cells v'ibrate with the richness and com-
plexity of our ancient, watery womb. To
define this is to diminish it — words
destroy what they seek to describe.

i'et, rather than cherishing, re-
specting and protecting these majestic
natural wonders, we are obliterating
their, from the planet.

CORAL REEFS are among the most bio-
logically diverse and productive natural
communities, covering vast areas of
shallow sea bottom. Their inhabitants
range from a multitude of tiny plants
and animals to massive corals and giant
fish. A myriad of invertebrates and
hundreds of species of intensely colored
tropical fishes live within the delicate-
ly complex network of caves and coralline
branches, flitting like warblers through
the canopy of a tropical forest.

The interrelationships between
these thousands of species are both com-
plex and highly efficient, tuned finely
by eons of evolutionary time. The ener-
getics of healthy coral reefs result in
a productivity greater than any man-made
tropical agricultural system. Protein
abounds on the fin and within the shell,
providing an essential supplement to
our diminishing terrestrial protein re-
sources.

The fact that these natural commu-
nities provide food and shelter for a
great variety of finfish and shellfish
makes them tremendously important to
the commercial and sport fisheries of
many tropical coastal areas. Additional
economic stimulus for these non-indus-
trialized regions is tourism. Millions
of divers and sightseers visit coral
reefs each year, injecting considerable
sums of money into local economics.

CORAL REEFS represent living lab-
oratories and classrooms for scientists
and educators learning and teaching
about the oceans and their inhabitants.
Mucn of this research directly benefits
mankind. Several pharmacologically ac-
tive compounds derived from reef dwell-
ing organisms are presently being tested
for their anti-viral, anti-cancer and
contraceptive potential.

_ From another purely practical stand-
point, coral reefs provide a free, natu-
ral Breakwater which shelters shorelines
ana coastal communities. The structure
of a reef results in very efficient ab-

THE PLACE TO STAY
AT THE END OF THE DAY

& MOTEL ROOMS
35 APARTMENTS

305 294-3?4Z

TOIL-FREE RESERVATIONS
800-341-9191

3852 H. ROOSEVELT BLVO
KEY W£ST, FLORIDA

by Art Weiner

sorption and dissipation of the enormous
energies from storm-generated waves and
swells. Moreover, corals, calcareous
algae and other reef dwellers which
construct their skeletons and shells
from calcium carbonate are major sources
of sand for marine-bottom communities and
coastal beaches. It has been estimated
that fishes alone, browsing on these
organisms, produce approximately 2h tons
of sand per acre each year. Much of
this sand provides the substrate for
the very productive shallow-water mar-
ine grass meadows which furnish food
and habitat for a multitude of fish and
invertebrates.

IN ORDER to understand, in full-
ness, coral reef function, one must
know something of the biology of corals,
chief architects of the reef. To lo-
cate a coral reef, you must f i rs t find
warm, clear water. Although many coral
species live in deep, cold, poorly i l lu-
minated water, reef-building corals re- \
quire temperatures that range between
77 and 86 degrees (F). They cannot with- 3

stand excessive exposure to water temp-
erature less than 68 degrees (F), nor
can they tolerate turbidity or fluctuat-
ing salinities. As a result of these
requirements, coral reefs are found in
a belt roughly thirty degrees on either
side of the equator in shallow, (rarely
at depths greater than 250 feet) near-
shore waters.
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D0RING THE DAY, the most obvious
feature of a coral is i t s non-living
skeleton of elaborately patterned cal-
cium carbonate. Species found in re-
gions of the reef exposed to powerful
wave energies resenble giant boulders
covered by an intricate lacework of
limestone, in more sheltered zones,
branching coral shrubs and trees arise
from the bottom, bearing names like
elkhorn," "staghorn" and "finger coral.

Other more flexibly structured soft
corals such as "sea fans," "sea whips"
and "sea feathers," turn and wave in '
the currents, dancers in an ethereal
ballet.

RESTAURANT

Country Breakfast • Salad Boat
Steaks • Seafood • Daily Specials

Family Prices

Gift Shop Featuring Regional Gifts
Open 6 A.M. to 10 P.M.

DAYS INN DAYS INIM

It is during the night however,
when the living component of most corals
makes its appearance. Hundreds of tiny
flower-aike creatures resembling sea
anemones, one-tenth to one-half inch in
length, emerge from their stony caves.
These are the coral "polyps" extending
outward from the coral's surface to feed
on the minute zooplankton which drift
on to their tentacles. Each tentacle
contains thousands of cells containing
a hollow, coiled thread-like tube known
as a "nematocyst." Contact with a ten- •
tacle causes a discharge of these cells
whose nematocysts uncoil, penetrating
the prey with a mini-harpoon or entangl-
ing it in a meshwork of fine threads.
Simultaneously, a poison is ejected
through the nematocysts1 hollow tips and
into the miniscule meal.

The paralyzed animal is conveyed
to the central mouth.by the tentacles.
Fortunately for divers, this mechanism
is innefective against human skin with
the notable exception of the aptly named
"fire corals," Since most corals are
actually large colonies of inter-connect-
ed polyps, food captured and assimilated
by one individual actually helps to
nourish its neighbors.

AS ELEGANT and efficient as this
feeding mechanism is, it is not the
only way in which reef corals satisfy
their nutritive needs. The thin living
skin of a coral, which overlies the
stony skeleton, is actually a tightly
knit partnership between two very dis-
similar creatures — an animal, the
polyp, and, living within it, a popula-
tion of single-celled algae —"zooxan-
thellae."

This partnership, or symbiosis,
has been evolving for millions of years
to the mutual benefit of both partners.
The tiny plants live in a safe, nutrient-
rich environment nourished by the waste
products of the animal's metabolism.
The coral/ in turn, receives oxygen and
food, in the form of dissolved organic
compounds, from its photosynthetic
boarder. In addition, these plants aid
in coral skeleton formation by biochemi-
cally catalyzing the precipitation of
calcium carbonate from seawater.

An understanding of this symbiotic
relationship helps to explain why reef-
forming corals exist where they do. The
single-celled algae grow best in warm
water of normal salinity and require
sunlight for photosynthesis. Consequent-
ly, host corals, which produce limestone
skeletons much faster than those with-
out zooxanthellae, are restricted to
warm, shallow, clear seas.

CORALS REPRODUCE sexually or asex-
ually by budding off an identical daugh-
ter polyp, which matures and buds in
turn. The form of a coral colony,
branching, rounded, or plate-like, is
a result of the pattern of budding.
Sexual reproduction involves the produc-
tion of eggs and sperm which are pro-
duced by each polyp (they never ripen
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simultaneously in a single individual).
The sperm drift with the water currents
into the body of a "mother" polyp,
wherein they fertilise the ripe eggs.
The products, which emerge from the
latter's mouth, are minute (less than
one-tenth of an inch long), transparent,
ciliated larvae called "planulae." The
planulae float in the plankton for vari-
able periods of time, suffering a high
mortality from predation and other fac-
tors. The survivors ultimately settle
out on a hard, 'clean surface and meta-
morphose into polyps which bud to form
a new colony.

So crucial are corals to the inte-
grity of the reef community that when
they are killed or removed, migration
or death of the remaining biota ensues.
Reef fishes in particular are highly
dependent upon the caves, crevices,
ledges, and other refuges in the coral
for protection from predation and rough
seas. Corals also provide food for
both fishes and for a great number of
invertebrates which occupy important
positions in the food webs of the reef
community.

BUT IN SPITE OF their intrinsic
beauty and the very significant value
of coral reefs to the human community,
we, as a species, have embarked upon a
path which will ultimately lead to their
demise. This tragedy is very evident
in the Florida Reef Tract, the main, and
practically only, coral reef in the
territorial waters of the continental
U.S. These reefs, which lie offshore
from the tip of mainland Florida and
the Florida Keys, exist at the northern-
most fringe of coral reef distribution.
They therefore experience intense natu-
ral stresses which include harsh winters
and hurricanes. Consequently, less than
ten per cent of the entire reef tract is
healthy, living reef.

Man-related stresses inflicted upon
coral reefs are very pronounced because
of the large and growing urban popula-
tions in coastal areas. Many of these
stresses are very obvious and, to a
great extent, attributable to the grow-
ing popularity of coral reefs as recre-
ational resources. Because of its
proximity to land and accessibility by
small boat, the Florida Reef Tract is
experiencing incredible visitation
pressures. In 1975, attendance at John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park was
estimated at 400,000.

Analysis of statistics by the
con't on page 22
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"THE TALK OF THE TOWN"

.BUCK FELL & HIS PIANO
Dancing, sing-a-longs, old-time movies

. BUCK'S PARTY NITE
All bar drinks a buck,
Dancing, sing-a-longs, old-time movies

.DRAFT BEER PARTY
Aii beer 25 cents
Coolest beer, hottest disco music

. ELLIE RUSSELLIN PERSON
and the Sounds Familiar band
Non-stop dancing and singing

. DISCO LADIES NIGHT
All ladies drink free, disco dancing all night

. ELLIE RUSSELL IN PERSON
with her band Sounds Familiar, non-stop
entertainment plus BUCK FELL & His Piano

. DISCO PARTY TIME
Latest in disco sounds
All drinks half-price 6-10

430 DUVAL STREET, KEY WEST, FLORIDA
The KEY entertainment center
...PARTY ALL NIGHT LONG...

"WHERE THE ENTERTAINMENT ACTION IS ! "

'> ' ,V:: , ; ! . : A<. / - /AV^,: .V; , , 'V; , .^: ' : : ' /



Key West Dogs by Phoebe Coan

LOOK INTO the clear eyes of a Key
West dog and you will know - they are as
unique as the people who inhabit this
coral island.

THE FIRST dog that I knew in Key
West years ago was Bo - a real special
island dog...shaggy-haired, wise, lov-

• able, adorable. He'd put his paws right
up on the bar at Captain Tony's (like an
old wise man, which he was) and hang out
with everyone. He belonged to all of us
at that time, which was about seven or
eight years ago. And yet, free spirit
that he was, he did have a master.

Bo, a dog of dogs, taught me so
much that I was ready to know...how to
talk love to a dog...how to slow down and
listen...how to be humble enough that
the sight of him first thing in the morn-
ing would gladden a body right out of bed,
and sustain one for the whole day through.
I felt it a great honor to have Bo choose
to stay for a night or two. Everybody
loved that dog! His eyes were the eyes
of a true flower child!

THIS WAS all in preparation for
Wish - Wishbone, my first own dog - a
mixed breed, shepherd at heart. He was
pre-child training for me. A soul mate,
companion, generator of love. A younger
brother. And when my first child arrived,
nursemaid and guardian angel. It was
the guard part he took a bit too serious-
ly.. He was a howler and a hooter and
loved listening to the Beatles. But a
good dog through and through - a "story-
book dog. "

"Weeish," we'd call, and he'd always
be happy to serve. He was as free-wheel-
ing as a balmy Key West night with breez-
es blowing through. A wanderer and a
lover of the streets and beaches, his
tail waving like a flag. A dreamer by
the kitchen door, eyes filled with com-
passion and earnestness. Wherever you
are now, Wish, we thank you for having
the pleasure of knowing you. Those won-
derful long walks were a deep soul plea-
sure.

THERE WERE many other great dogs of
Key West's past. The great white Wolf,
who had one blue eye and one amber.. Lady,
who lived through many litters. Also
Gaucho and Fritz from Bob and Amy's New
Moon Gallery. Great dogs, all of them.

. QUEENIE'S my neighbor now. She's
a young brown and white collie with a
penchant for little ones. She's been
known to gobble cottage cheese and car-
rots just as hungrily as hamburger. She
can escape over the porch railing when
she wants, leaping high like a race
horse over a hurdle. And the-baby loves
toddling with Queenie. She is just the
right paced running mate for him, and
they do look cute together. "Queenie
Bubbalini," the kids have dubbed her.
She's been known to play walking games
with chosen ones,.such as cutting right
in front of you so you have to stop
short or change your gait.

• Claude and Claire are the parents
of Queenie. Claire is a black Collie,
and Queen-ie looks much like Claude, a
red Collie with a sunny disposition.
When Claude was just'a pup, being raised
by a motherly St. Bernard on a mountain-
side in Vermont, Harriet and Michael, his.
owners, took him for a long ride up to
the very top of the Green Mountain State
to pick out an "old lady."

"At Stone House Kennels it was love
at first sight for little Claude," ac-
cording to Harriet. "There sat Claire,
a demure, prim little tri-color. She
was so shy that she had to look at Claude
sideways." After three years of romance,
the two collies had a family. By this
time they were living on Laird Street in

Key West, and they had a perfect back
yard to raise their pups. Claire had her
paws full with ten little ones running
about, but she managed just fine. When
they moved to William Street the only
puppy left was wiggly Queenie. The
three Collies had the run of the William
Street neighborhood between Southard and
Fleming.

Since then Claude and Claire have
moved on to other things, and we hope
that they will again return with Harriet
and Michael behind them..

My friend Socorro had a Collie that
used to walk the children to school (this
was in the Bronx) and pick them up in
the afternoon. Collies are golden!

Phroggy has a legendary knack for
knowing just how long he can lie out in
the middle of the street before a car
might not stop.

They had him as a pup at the old
Fogarty House. Then sailboat people had.
him for a while. Then he took off, and
five people had him for three to five
months each for three years until he
followed Jack home. "I'm a printer and
he loves printing presses," says Jack.
At the Citizen, Jack was threatened with
being fired because of Phroggy's presence,
But Dorothy Raymer, who has had a dog who
walks her around these many years, acted
as a "bridge," and Jack was able to have
Phroggy there.

"~TBE "IMMORTAL 'BO WITS SOME FRIENDS AT CAPT'TONY'S SOME IEARS AGO

ALL AROUND TOWN one sees the dogs
and their masters - at the beach, in the
streets, sunset...the dogs are every-
where. They add their own continuity to
things.

One meets Pola by the laundromat at
Fleming and Margaret. His little mis-
tress Christine claims he has a VERY
long leash. He truly loves to roam,
with the rakish air of a street dog. As
white as a bear, he nuzzles little ones
like a Nanny, and he is so playful one
just knows he is a good dog. Miss Spots,
a pussycat friend of his, was glad to
have him around when her kitties were
born; for it was Pola who helped her
clean them off as they arrived.' It was
Pola who babysat when Miss Spots went
out to get food, too.

BONNIE AND SASSIE are lady and Af-
ghan, respectively. Both are long legged
and smiling. Sassie's very proud and
stubborn, a deep blonde dog who looks
like she nuzzled charcoal dust. She is
very graceful and beautiful with the air
of a deer about her.

There is an Afghan street dog one
sees on Margaret Street around Becky's
Bar, or upstairs of the bar where his
friend Jack lives with another canine
friend, Phroggy. "Phroggy's teaching
him how to be cool," says Jack. Phroggy's
like the rock on top of the mountain, a
ranking resident street dog whom many
have heard tell of and met at one time or
another. If lucky, one gets to see the
unusually large rounded dark eyes, in an
Indian set face, filled with a knowing -
a hipness.

Jack was going to the Charcoal Hut
for breakfast one morning long ago, when
he ran into Phroggy and was tailed by
him back to the old Post Office Inn where
he lived. The dog jumped in through the -
window. "I guess he was at the age where
he needed security," Jack says, because
the dog just stayed on. Jack even had
the dog's name tattooed on his chest and
he considers him to be King of the Street
Dogs. He decided to spell the name with
p h . • • •' • • • : . • .

Phroggy's heyday was at the Anchor
Inn (now the New Hope Leather Company) on
Duval Street. Phroggy, Red Dog, Bullet,
Peace, and other dogs were as much a part
of the loose company as the people.

Phroggy was the only dog always al-
lowed inside, because he knew when to
hide when the cops came, and Bud and
Dorothy McArthur, the owners of the
Anchor Inn, let him (and others) sometimes
spend the night. Bud's huge black Great
Dane Hercules, a Duval Street dog, often
used to sit on the roof of the Anchor
Inn. He'd sound a hollow "whoof," head
hanging over the edge of the roof, sur-
prising passersby.

Here weighed 200 pounds and was
very much in love with Brown Dog. Once
the police raided Fogarty House but
couldn't get Here out of a room where
he and Brown Dog lay on the bed.

"He didn't like hostility," reported
his masters, Bud and Dorothy McArthur.
Here was a real friendly dog, they say.

HESC
and now even with a new Great Dane called
Hercules they miss the original dog.
Here died of old age right by their bed-
room window. "A bunch of kids' came arid
took him off to bury him," reports Doro-
thy. They claim that Here the Second
was the pick of the litter a couple of
years back to even out somebody's bar
tab.

THEY TELL also of Ruby Begonia,
from whom half of all the Key West dogs
come. She had ten litters. They tell

of Fang, for whom Here was the trusted
babysitter. But Dorothy contends that
she never considered Phrog a dog. "He
thought himself a person." He and Here
got along very well.

The kindhearted McArthurs have a
chicken in the kitchen and a duck on
their .porch.

iut back to the old fight in1 Phrog.
He's been as far as Sugarloaf and found
his way back home. He's travelled all
over town making rounds. He would swim
both ends of the island in his younger
days. Now he's more or less -in semi-
retirement. He's been mostly teaching
"Pea Brain," the gorgeous "only street
dog" Afghan.

He loved to play "Dead," and once
in front of the Anchor Inn he did this.
When people came and dragged Jack out-
side, there was a crowd of twenty sur-
rounding the dog's body. "Phroggy,"
Jack called, and the dog sprang right up
to the amazement of onlookers.

For many years, Phrog also had
"Brown Dog" as a girl friend. She ended
up living under the house for awhile un-
til neighbors got her fixed. The many
pups Phroggy fathered are scattered
hither and yon. (I believe Wish was
one.) The younger Phrog was quite a
lover, and even mated with a Great Dane
at one time.

Once Jack had snakes, and one six-
foot boa named "Ralph" would wrap him-
self around Phroggy, and the dog .would
walk downtown' that way. Dorothy Raymer
wrote about that one.

The illustrated Key West calendar
has acknowledgements and animal credits,
and Phroggy is rightfully listed. Jack
never knew any of the people who got the
calendar together, but they all sure
knew about Phrog.

IF YOU GO a little farther up Mar-
garet towards Fleming you'll pass by
Captain Dave's house, which has a cutout
of a dog on the front door of his home.
He is also a self-proclaimed dog lover.

He has always had two Dachshunds,
but one of them, Penny, died February
25. The dog was with him six years.
Copper is the other Dachshund, a nice
dog. Dave waited a month, and Copper
got so down in the dumps (not eating or
anything) that Dave went out to the
Southernmost Humane Society and adopted
Fritz, which was quite an easy thing to
do. Fritz, another Dachshund, fell right
in with Copper.

"I'd donate a case of dog food a
month to keep more dogs at the Humane
Society going," says Dave. Both of his
dogs go to his carpentry and painting
jobs with him. "They follow after me
like kids," he says. The dogs stay in
the house at night and literally "tail"
him by day, he claims.

Dave says the animals are very pro-
tective and will awaken him if anyone's
outside on the porch at night, but they
will not get vicious.

When they go out, Dave is their
leash. He says "stop" at the street
corners, and they do it. "Their obedi-
ence is natural," he says. "They're in-
telligent, and from my kindness to them
they come around to my way of thinking."

NEXT DOOR to Dave is Bev and Bob's.
They have a 15-year-old doggie named
Peppy, who is very pretty and in excel-
lent health. The dog eats as much peo-
ple food as dog food and lives with a
bullet lodged in her stomach from a time
when she got shot.

AROUND THE CORNER up to the end of
Hunts Lane one can find Noble John. He
is a Labrador Shepherd living-with Art
and Dee Dee. He is also named "The
Pony," due to his running like a horse,
his nails clinking the pavement.

John has been Art's pal since the
age of six weeks. He is now five years
old. He is famous for his sport fishxng
in clear waters. There is even a paint-
ing at the Sands of him fishing. He

must have clear water though. He is not
at all interested in eating the fish,
but he can remain absorbed watching them
for hours. John also turns up in odd
places and finds his own way home. He
has his own set of friends, and some-
times Art gets to meet them.

Recently he fathered a litter of ten
black puppies from the dog who lives up
front in the lane. The two courted by
rubbing noses through the fence. Then
John found how to unlatch the gate.

"When he has a girlfriend we hardly
ever see him," Dee Dee and Art say.

Otherwise he's under the house.
Should anyone strange show up, the
muffled sounds of a "monster" coming
from under the house are unnerving.

A DOG
John likes to fight, as do many of

the young dogs. "He's macho," says Art.
"It is John's gentleness, though,

that makes him most endearing. He can
fall in to play with children, like
another child. He learns very quickly
anything you want to teach him."

Art also says that other people
notice that John is "not just a dog but
a creature with awareness. He is aware
of you as an individual. He picks up on
people's vibrations."

John has the run of the house but
makes his nightly rounds. "He's like
everybody else on this island: super
independent. I think John knows Key
West far better than Art or I," says
Dee Dee.

Both Art and Dee Dee agree that he's
not really their dog. "He's his own dog,"
they say.

John cracks people up carrying his
own can of Alpo home from Bina's, a neigh-
borhood grocery/candy store on Fleming.
"He's so proud, he lights up the whole
neighborhood," says Dee Dee.

THE KEY WEST DOGS are a separate
breed. One night at Sunset I saw a de-
programmed Greyhound leaping off the
edge of the pier after a running start
What freedom he must have been feeling!
There are so many different kinds of dogs
and dog situations here on the island.
One can observe this every day. The dogs
like to put on a show when they congre-
gate .

ON WHITEHEAD, a peppery tan pooch
had the same glint of awareness in his
eyes as his master, who was sitting close
by on a bench in back of Dorothy's gro-
cery. Soul music pouring out...both dog
and master were sharing the same mood.
Dogs become the "familiars" of those they
stay close with.

Dogs, like kids, seem to catch the
vibes from their masters. They have the
unthinking ability to totally trust and
follow. Masters, however, aren't always
perfect ones. But it is strange to ac-
knowledge how a dog can understand man's
deepest feelings and pull out the love,
kindle it, and inspire it.

ANOTHER entirely different sort of
a dog is the little "Jack Russell" cir-

13
cus type dog over at Mookie and Duane
McGarry's on Catherine. Karate, as the
doggie is called, just has to be the
speediest l i t t l e dog you've ever seen.
A real trick dog with incredible balance.
He weighs only about seven pounds, and
i t ' s al l bustling energy. He can keep
up with the speed of a flying bicycle,
even though he's short-legged.

Karate can stand on his hind legs
on the window top {of a car door) when
the car is moving. "Without any train-
ing he does feats of agility naturally,"
says Duane. "He can stand up-.on a quart-
er inch board that is standing on an edge.

He eats mostly eggs and sweet stuff.
"He barks like hell," says Duane. "These
dogs can stand on the back of a moving
horse and go for a ride."

THERE IS man's inhumanity to man,
impeding the spiritual growth of the
planet today; but then, far greater in
extent perhaps, there's also man's in-
humanity to the animals. I looked at a
wildlife magazine at the dent is t ' s , and
all one reads is "Kill, k i l l , k i l l . "
"The damn things ain't predictable," I
read in one story from an annoyed sports-
man.

IN KEY WEST, despite the problem of
numbers, there is sometimes the problem
that the dogs get elevated to such a
degree that i t sometimes goes to their_
heads. Take the l i t t l e barky guy up the""
Lane with the terr i tor ial prerogative.
Some dogs like to guard the turf. A
show of loyalty to some, i t seems, is a
disturbance to others.

Dogs sometimes are ego tripping so
heavily, that they think they are lords
of the neighborhood. They, as do we, r e -
spond to love and consideration. There
is a special telepathy these island dogs
have. Certain things they know and act
out. Different they are . . . like the peo-
ple and the houses.

LIVING THINGS deserve our compassion.
The dogs and the plants and the children
are here for us primarily to LOVE...to
enjoy and to learn from. Neutering,
spaying, and destroying alone would not
solve the problem of too many dogs.

QUESSIE AMD PALS SSJQYISG A JOKE TOGETHER

There is more, I think. A people
problem. We need people to be humane
and less self-involved. To adopt or
send food to the ailing and poorly funaea
Southernmost Humane Society. Spaying
costs have to be cut - food costs cut,
too- Restaurants and grocery stores
could donate their scraps...a Friends or
Animals Society could be formed, and tne
newly formed Humanitarians United (they
help pay the $25 and up for spayings)
publicized. • "

Because i t is wrong that las t year
out of 2,264 dogs (and about as many
cats) that got picked up, 214 were adopt-
ed and 121 restored. The remaining
1,929 soulful aninals were put to sleep-

A l i t t l e community conscience ana
responsibility could at least cut these
numbers down. .

However, I talked with Billy Chee*,
and I talked with Margaret Dennis out a
the Southernmost Humane Society. I K n



Jose", who drives the truck around town
as "dog catcher." They need money and
help.

They wait 3 days for an owner to
show, and then the animals go up for
adoption. How long they keep them there-
after is dependent upon the amount of
space available and the dog. After that,
they are forced into being executioners
for us all. Right now they are full up.
They even have Collies, Irish Setters,
and Dachshunds.

Perhaps someone should start a
Lonely Hearts Club and have personal
solutions turned in the direction of
the Southernmost Humane Society. A
sliding scale animal clinic would be
sensible and humane also. Humans and
animals alike deserve to have reasonable
medical attention. Diseases in animals
can be prevented, too.

AND FINALLY, the Key West dog,
being a breed all its own, is a very,
very special breed - much kindred to man.
We, like the dogs, are not perfect; but
we should be here to expand ourselves,
rather than to contract in selfish living.

The more we can give love, the
easier it becomes to love. It is easier
to start with loving the littler, less
complicated things, as Carson McCullers
says in her short story "A Tree, A Rock,
A Cloud." Also, dog is best friend to
man.

con't from page 5

AMONG Ludy's mementoes of early days
is a brown dog-eared draft card which de-
scribes his draft status at the time of
the First World War. Ludy's service
record is probably unique in the complex
annals of U.S. Military history. Being
of eligible draft age during World War
I, he was conscripted and left Key West
for Camp Wheeler, Georgia, and subsequent
induction. Before the train reached

THREE YEARS AGO Ludy and Dorothy
moved back into Key West"'to 1121 White-
head Street to the house which Dorothy
originally bought for her father when
she first' brought him to Key West. Their
original home on Summerland Key is now
occupied by their son Tommy, who is now
a commercial fisherman, and the other has
become rental property. Although Ludy
is "pushing 80" and Dorothy is not too
far behind, the couple is still active
with plans for redecorating and garden-
ing around the old Conch house. She's
going to write a book, but she's waiting
until she's 80 to begin it!

m im mm® mm wr &f
Georgia, however, the war ended, and he
was notified of this fact upon his arri-
val and sent back to Key West. World
War II also came (a few years later) and
Ludy received another draft notice, this
time being ordered to report to a closer
post, Camp Blanding in central Florida.
Hitler was Public Enemy Number One, and
Ludy expected to join the ranks of other
young men bent on hitting the Axis powers
where it hurt. As he encountered that
well-known lineup that is the brunt of so
many jokes, Ludy was startled to hear
the doctor yell at him, "What in hell
are vou doing here? Get your damn clothes
on and "get the hell out of here!" The Key
West draft board had erred. Ludy was 441

The business of war apparently
weighed heavily on the military, and as
is often the case with a complicated bu-
reaucracy it made a nuraber of laughable
blunders. Not only did Ludy receive an
honorable discharge for this brief tour
of duty, but his rank was listed as
Machinist's Mate Second class! It was
really no surprise, as military records
had previously tried to credit him with
the improbable birthdate of- April 32nd!

The Bull ard.Whistle •
•old •fowry- key west-

• • • • dnd a large selection of wines/
111 duval-sh--- ^

Summer is the "off" season
for many businesses in Key
West. But retailers often
forget that this is a city of
30,000 residents.
No business has to depend
on the tourist visitor for
its income.
For most local retailers,
radio offers the best
opportunities to advertise,
to offer a product to the
community. Radio is cost-
efficient, and positive.
If you think this is the
wrong time to spend those
scarce dollars on
advertising, won't you
please do two things today?
Listen to the new, easy
sound of WKWF. And ask
around town about our
quickly growing audience.
Then give us a call. Ask
about our low rates. We
won't be pushy.
No reason for any of us
to suffer the summer slump.

wlcwf
radio 1600

I don't know much about birds, and
I am not fluent in their language, but
the sound of trouble is universally re-
cognizable. The local grackle community
was in an uproar.

I looked out the front door and saw
Ginger, the neighborhood's favorite tramp
dog, nose to beak with a bird sitting low
on the fence under the ficus tree across
the street. The bird was apparently
judged not meaty enough to eat, smelly
enough to ro l l in, active enough to play
with, or solid or valuable enough to
grab and run off with. Ginger ambled
away in search of better adventure, and
I crossed the street to investigate.

I t was a half-grown, plump baby
grackle with a tuft of head feathers that
looked like uncombed hair and a stubby,
unaerodynamic t a i l . A flight school
dropout. A premature solo attempt fail-
ure. He stared at me with one eye, then
the other eye, then with both eyes, para-
lyzed with trusting curiosity. Mother
Grackle's worried squawks accelerated and
increased in volume as I came nearer. I
backed off and got my camera.

A dozen or so grackles swooped and
chattered — 100 crumb-per-day consultants
from the next tree down the street offer-
ing advice — and then went about their
own business. Soon Mother and apparent-
ly Father Grackle, Baby, and I were left
alone to somehow muddle through the prob-
lem by ourselves.

For the next couple hours I snapped
two rolls of Tri-X film with a 205 mm
zoom lens and a 2X converter from a t r i -
pod, while Father stood guard and Mother
alternately tongue-lashed and fed Baby.
Baby fell off the fence, then fluttered
up again. He gave a few non-directional
whirrs and flutters of his wings and
jumped up and down, but not at the same
time.

THE AQUARIUM

Green Turtles
Sharks Eels
LARGE SELECTION OF

Reef Tropical Fish
Also next door...

SHELL WAREHOUSE
QUARTER OF A MILLION DOLLARS IN SHELLS

ON HAND AT ALL TIME

SHELLS FROM FLORIDA AND
AROUND THE WORLD

SPECIMEN SHELLS AVAILABLE

MALLORY SQUARE

Free Parking and Free Admission
For Shell Warehouse

photo and story by Richard Marsh

It began to rain, and I moved across
the street onto my porch to keep the cam-
era dry. Mother and Father took shelter
in the tree, and Baby hunkered down and
snoozed with a full tummy.

I called Reverend Thurlow Weed, a
local bird expert and performer on the
conch shell, and he said that it was un-
usual for a mother bird to feed a baby
that had fallen from the nest. I took
this to mean that the mother considered -
the baby to be healthy, uninjured, and
salvageable. I asked if I should try to
put the baby up in the tree to keep it
out of the reach of cats, and he said
that unless I could find the nest and
get the baby all the way home I should
leave it alone. I couldn't find the nest.
It was a steaming hot afternoon, so at
least the cats in the area were not
wandering around.

After the rain I found Baby on the
other side of the fence sitting on a root
of the ficus. He had probably wobbled
between the boards, not over the fence.

Mother Grackle approached Baby with
a fat, juicy, mouthwatering bug. When
Baby opened his mouth, Mother flew to
the top of the fence, never breaking the
tempo of her harsh cries, which were not
muted by the bug in her beak. Then she
flew to the end of the fence and approach-
ed Baby from the ground, teasing him with
the bug just out of reach. After a cir-
cuit or two, she stuffed the bug down his
throat before it got stale, then repeated
the performance, apparently trying to
coax Baby into following her while keep-
ing up his strength and courage with
food and constant vocal attention.

I had other business to attend to,
so I did not return to the ficus tree
until the last light of day. If Baby
was still out of the tree, I was going to
put him into a reachable crotch at least
to keep him safe from marauding cats, in
spite of Reverend Weed's advice.

Baby was not under the tree, but
Mother Grackle gave away his hiding place.
When Baby had been on the ground, Mother
had scolded me frantically from the low-
est branches of the tree. Now she squawk-

MOTHER GRACKLE WITH BUG FOR BABY

ed less hysterically from the middle
branches. I found Baby on a low branch,
by chance or design inaccessible to the
climbingest cat, but close enough to the
ground for Baby to reach with a mighty
leap and a desperate flutter.

The next morning, Baby was gone from
that low branch, but a noisy conference
high in the tree told me that he was
back in the nursery, or at least on the
front porch.

Many morals could be cliched from
this story: "Look before you leap.
If at first you don't succeed...Mother
knows best..." But I am reminded of a
line from an ancient Irish song, "The
Castle of Dromore," that Liam Clancy
sings:

"Take heed3 young eaglet, til thy
wings

Are feathered fit to eoav. "

HALF SHELL
RAW BAR

clams-oysters
lobster- conch choiuder

stone crab • shrimp
conch fritters

smoked fish & shrimp
and more

BEER & WINE

ENTERTAINMENT
WEEKENDS

Lands End Village
Foot of Margaret St.

Key West, Florida

Near the Turtle Kraals
Phone Z34-7fl0fl



16

Headquarters for Needlework
Needlepoint - Latchhook - Crewel
DMC - Columbia - Minerva Yarns

All Macrame Supplies
Free Workshops on AH Above Crafts

Beautiful Pots and Plants
Conch House Planters 29.95

PLANTASIA
1102 White St. Phone 294-7688

Open 10-5 daily, 10-10 Tuesday & Thursday
Free delivery Master Charge Visa

CommonSense
Atocha Coin Sales

Take a guided tour ot a 168-foot
Spanish treasure galleon built by
Treasure Salvors, Inc. of Key West,
the world's largest treasure hunting
organization. See what life aboard
ship was like in the 1600's. See
some of the treasure that has been
found in Florida waters. See the
cannons from the "Nucstra Senora
de Atocha1' which sank in 1622 off
Key West. She carried a cargo
valued at over 100 million dollars.
See the techniques Treasure Salvors
is using to recover her gold, silver
and gems.

WRECKERS WHARF
633 Front Street

by Gil Ryder

AN ARTICLE in the July 14th Key West
Citizen quotes statistics from the Flori-
da Department of Criminal Law Enforcement,
showing an increase in crime in Key West
and Monroe County in 197 6.

In Key West, there were 1,916 lar-
cenies and 983 breaking and entering
burglaries reported. The County had
1,792 B&E burglaries, 3,52 5 larcenies,
17 forcible rapes, and 14 murders.

A group of approximately 60 citi-
zens from Key West to Key Largo, believ-
ing that something should be done to
alleviate a bad situation, met in Mara-
thon last February and formed the "Crime
Commission of Monroe County."

Officers and directors were elected
at that time to guide the affairs of
the Commission. These officers and
directors are:

David P. Kirwan, Chairman, Marathon
Harry E. Mackerell, Secretary-

Treasurer, Marathon
Bob Barker, Tavernier
Bill Watherwax, Key Largo
Gil Ryder, Key West
Bob Verrier, Layton
Dick Wood, Islamorada
Bill Westray, Key West
Marie Bock, Key Largo
Larry Henry, Key West

It would, perhaps, be better to ex-
plain at this point what the Crime Com-
mission is not.

STEP INTO THE FUTURE
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Step into the bright future where sunlight not only
makes us smile but also supplies the energy for heat-

ing water and cooling homes. Where each step towards
freedom from the energy crisis makes you the leader.

Call us or come to our new headquarters at 3218 Sears-
town Plaza. We'll start on the future today.

SUNPOWER
294-3734 or 4-2665

We speak Spanish

IT IS NOT a vigilante group. It
will not interest itself in improper
bicycle riding, shirtless strollers, •
traffic rule infractions, poker playing,
pot smoking, quarrels between neighbors,
family discord, or many other activities
that may be illegal but have no victims.
The Commission is not a police agency
and will not issue badges, guns, or
special privilege bumper stickers. Mem-
bership in the Commission or election to
an office gives no special privileges.
Members and/or officers will have no
reason to consider themselves, either
individually or together, as above the
law.

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES of this Com-
mission are to work toward the elimina-
tion of danger to residents and visitors
in the Keys (including Key West) from:
Street crime, such as strong-arm robbery,
pocketbook snatching, and mugging;
Burglary of homes, autos, motel rooms,
or any crime depriving the residents or
visitors of their possessions in a vio-
lent or illegal manner;
Fraud/Bunco or con games - not at the
moment widely prevalent in the Keys, but
the Commission will endorse and eventual-
ly initiate educational programs that
will help the individual to recognize the
con man and protect himself or, more oft-
en, herself, against this particular
criminal activity.

The Commission will also work to im-
prove Community/Police Relations. Ac-
tually, this will be a program to acquaint
the public with the Criminal Justice Sys-
tem as a whole. One step in that direc-
tion has been taken already - the Commis-

60O DUVAL STREET

KEY WEST, FLORIDA 3304O

MEMBER AMERICAN GEM 50CIFTV

BITNER-MOSELY INTERIORS w .

Visit our showroonjs and browse through our large inventory of wicker and
rattan furniture and the largest selection of fabrics in the Keys.

Custom Draperies & Slipcovers

Rattan & Wicker Furniture Wallpaper Lamps

BITNER-MOSELY INTERIORS
For your complete professional interior decorating service.

1025 White Street
Key West

. . . , Telephone. 294-127,8 . . . . . . . , . ,

CASA DE ORO
625 Duval St.
will be closed

the week of August 6
for

vacation

sion has urged the TeleMedia Company to
televise felony trials on its local chan-
nel, and TeleMedia has agreed to do so.

THE CRIME COMMISSION will develop
a neighborhood "Crime Watch" program made
up of citizen volunteers organized in
neighborhood groups, who will remain
alert and on the watch for criminal ac-
tivities in the neighborhood. Again,
they will not be looking for young lovers
smooching under a tree or bicycles with-
out lights, but for evidence of a crime
being committed, or suspicion of a crime
about to be committed.

A "COURT WATCH" will be organized,
consisting of volunteers who will sit
in court during criminal trials, report-
ing on the activities and procedures to
the directors of the Commission. The
Court Watchers will be watching for any
possible injustice in the system. Are
some criminals being treated gently be-
cause they are of a prominent family and
others being treated harshly because they
are from the wrong neighborhood?

Gossip, rumor and innuendo say this
happens - Court Watch will come up with
the facts.

FELONY WATCH: volunteers who will
be trained to follow up on felony con-
victions. According to news reports,
many crimes are committed by convicted
felons who, for whatever reason, are not
in jail. The Felony Watch will work to-
ward finding out why individual felons
are free in the streets, and the Crime
Commission will work toward correcting
the situation.

ANOTHER AIM of the Commission will
be to prevent comparatively minor of-
fenders from becoming hardened criminals.
The County Court judge hasn't much
choice in some cases. He must sometimes
impose a fine the defendant can't pay,
or a prison sentence that would seem too
harsh under particular circumstances.

FARRINGTON
GALLERIES INC.i

Open & days
9am — 5:30 pm

7U.DuvalSt. (»t Angela)
Park In rear

Unlike the Circuit Court judge, he does
not have the option of probation.

As an example, let's take a 19-year
old person convicted of shoplifting.
Conviction may mean a fine he can't pay,
thus a prison sentence. The defendant
has no previous record and has been, up
to this instance, a person of good char-
acter. Under these circumstances, the
prison sentence may be too harsh, and
just turning him loose might leave him
with the impression that he can flout
the law with impunity.

County Judge Gabriel Mazzeo has
suggested a "Sentencing Alternatives"
program that would enable the court to
require a specified public service pro-
ject rather than a fine or jail in cer-
tain circumstances. The public service
sentence might be cutting grass on public
property, work to be performed in a hos-
pital, street sweeping, etc. The Crime
Commission has endorsed this program in
principle and may be able to provide
volunteer supervision necessary to im-
plement the program.

THE READER should not assume from
the "shoplifting" example that the Crime
Commission in any way condones that ac-
tivity.

ANY RESIDENT of Monroe County may
join the Crime Commission by sending $2
and name and address to "Crime Commis-
sion," P.O. Box 38, Marathon, Florida
33050, or drop in at the Senior Citizens
Center, 600 White Street (first floor),
Key West, 12 noon until 4 p.m., seven
days a week, and pay dues to the recep-
tionist, who will give receipt.

The moral obligation of the members
is to vote for officers and directors
each February and, for those who are in-
terested, to volunteer their time and
energy to work on a program suitable to
their talents.

The membership list will not be made
public or revealed outside the Commission
except by court order. This does not
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SERVING!
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GROCERY STORELJ
82.9 SIMONTON STREET • CORNER OF OLIVIA

WE DELIVER 294-6544

SCARBOROUGH FAIR
Natural Cosmetics

New Location 512 Duval St.

900 BAR

Entertainment Nightly
WORLD FAMOUS

FROM 8-12 NIGHTLY
TEQUILA OR SCHNAPPS

50c A SHOT
7 am till 4 am

296-9230
900 Slmonton St.

Master Charge & BankAmerfoard" "Beer sTwine ' • Closed Monday & Tuesday

fine foods and delicacies
1114Duval 294-9773

You know lunch is terrific with home-made soups
and mammoth sandwiches, wine, beer, soda,
desserts and our ice cream.

And for wonderful Armenian bread, French baguettes
from Paris, pink and tender Nova Scotia salmon,
fabulous imported cheeses, cookies, condiments and
soups, you can't beat Truffles for selection or price.

Harry and Ddvis, famous fruit shippers from Oregon,
are now here with a full line of gorgeous canned
fruits, condiments, barbecue sauce, and apple, pear,
and peach butters.

Oh, Lord! This store is getting to me!!
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Polynesian Cuisine
and

Rum Concoctions
in a

Tropical Island
Atmosphere

294-6912
U.S. 1 at Garrison Bight

SALES, APPRAISALS &
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

CONSUELO H. LOSLEY, Realtor

294-5525
605 SIMONTON ST:

MEMBER MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

make it a "Secret Society," but it does
help protect members from Jiarrassment and
from being put on "sucker lists" and in-
undated -with junk mail and unpleasant
phone calls. Many organizations have and
enforce this rule.

THE CRIME COMMISSION has no salaried
personnel. Elected officers and direct-
ors must pay $5 dues instead of the $2
membership. So far, officers and direct-
ors must pay their own expenses, and it
takes a lot of phone calls and gasoline
to keep in touch up and down the Keys.
The dues collected will be used to pay
for postage, stationery, printing, etc.
Eventually, there will be the need for
three phones - Upper Keys, Middle Keys,
Lower Keys (Key West) - and dues will
also be used to pay phone bills.

As the organization grows, it may
be necessary to hire a clerk to take
care of paperwork, but the Commission
was not designed to provide employment
or profit to anyone, neither is it to be
used as*a springboard for the political-
ly ambitious.

THE COMMISSION has endorsed the
"Crime Prevention" program that will be
presented in Key West, Big Pine, Mara-
thon and the Upper Keys by the American
Association of Retired Persons. The
program will be presented in four seg-
ments: Street Crime, Burglary, Fraud/
Bunco, and Community/Police Relations.
The four segments will be broken down
into 16 two-hour presentations.

The first presentation will be at
the Teen Center in Key West, August 23rd,
7:30 p.m.; at the Youth Center in Big
Pine September 1st, 7:30 p.m.; in Mara-
thon at the Senior Citizen Center, Sep-
tember 6th, 7:30 p.m.; and in the Upper-
Keys, Friday, September 16, 2nd floor,

WHEN YOU
^*r*\ THINK OF INTERIORS

• Reupholstering
• Draperies
• Slip Covers

THINK OF

500 Simonton St.

such as

• Cushions
• Pillows
• Wallpaper

^ , h

Ph. 294-9600

First Federal Savings and Loan Building.
These AARP presentations are a

community service - no admission charge -
all citizens welcome, regardless of age.
Cold drinks or coffee, depending on the
weather, will be served at intermission.
There will be door prizes at most, if
not all, of the presentations. It is
appropriate to have AARP put on the
first full scale crime prevention program
in the Keys, as senior citizens are par-
ticularly vulnerable to crime.

At each of the 16 presentations the
audience will be invited to join the
Crime Commission, but there is no obliga-
tion to do so. AARP and the Crime Com-
mission are very sure that those who
attend the presentations will learn to
better protect themselves against crimi-
nals and criminal activities.

Dear Editor: I thought you and the
public would be interested in this.

Opposition to the Crime Commission
is to be expected from the criminal
element, but it was surprising to find
resentment from another segment of the
population. The writer, who is also a
director of the Crime Commission of
Monroe County, was contacted by a middle-
aged to elderly citizen, purporting to
represent many citizens of his neighbor-
hood. The conversation went along these
lines:
He: What's the" Crime Commission all
about?
Me: It's a group of people organized
with, the purpose of making our streets
and houses safer from criminal activity.
He: Well, all these people I talk with
think that you fellows are just collect-
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ing $2 from a lot of people to make soft
jobs for yourselves.
Me: No, none of us can make any money
out of this. In fact, it costs us money.
I would estimate that my expenses will
be at least $60 per year.
He: We think you're getting you ideas
from Cuba. Castro has a system like your
Crime Watch; they call it Block Wardens --
a bunch of stool pigeons and finks.
Me: I don't know what they do in Cuba,
but our ideas are our own.
He: Well, all these people I represent
don't want to get mixed up in anything
where they have to squeal on their friends.
Me: If these people are chummy with
criminals, I wouldn't expect them to
cooperate with the Crime Commission.
He: If we join, can we be sued?
Me: Anyone can be sued, whether they
join or not.
He: My friends say that you fellows are
trying to take Key West away from the
Conchs.
Me: All I have in Key West is a house
and lot and I paid for that. What on
earth would I, or we, do with all of Key
West even if you and your friends could
give it to us? And, besides, three-
quarters of our Key West members are Conch!
He: If my friends and I join and pay our
$2, will the Crime Commission pay our
expenses if we are hurt in an accident?
Me: No, we're not an insurance company.

THAT CONVERSATION is not quoted ver-
batim, but it's very close to it. Actual-
ly, it went on for the better part of an
hour. The conversation is not used here
to in any way degrade or mock the "He" or
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TREASURES
The Sfcrj of •fhcAha

SHELTER EP
By J«m be*ch

THE BOOK
OF LISTS

IN THESEA

LA CONCHA
430 DUVAL STREET

OLD TOWN

Panoramic View — All Key West

Luncheon Specials
for

Businessmen - Shoppers
Tourists

Mon. - Sat.

Enjoy Your Favorite
Island Cocktails

Every day 11 a.m. - 4 a.m.

the citizens he represents. It is report-
ed, rather, to show an education problem
confronting the Crime Commission of Mon-
roe County.

Gil Ryder

SAILBOAT GIRL

Where are you going, sailboat girl?
Just down Duval Street and 'round the world.

LJ,I,& o something like an orahid
No, more like a bird
She's

She reminds me of a dream I had
No -- a song I heavd

She aame into the morning and left
a little sun
It was so hard to see her go
I wish she 'd never oome.

On a schooner graceful as a gull
I watohed her sail away
I spend a lot of time now
trying to forget -the day

I asked her
Where are y-ou going, sailboat girl?
Just down Duval Street, and 'round the world.

by Jody Adams

THE

For elegance without extravagance

q.UEEN'5 TflBLE

Used bikes bought and sold
Ph. 296-9131

^Friday, Saturday & Sunday only
. with Johnny Pritchard at the piano

Ndori'«r?:15 p..

WEST INDIES LOUNGE

AT THE SANTA MARIA MOTEL [305] 296-5678

1401 SIMONTON ST. KEY WIST, FLORIDA

Bill's
HUFF MUFFLER CENTER

HIM*
MUFFLER

CENTER

GUARANTEED MUFFLERS & PIPES

Toyotas & Trucks a Specialty

20 years experience
"OUR BUSINESS IS EXHAUSTING"

BankAmericard - Master Charge

800 SIMONTON STREET
294-2105

Come in for free estimate
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fish
STORY
by Dick Smitten

THE LIVE MINE

L

One morning at 5:00 am the Captain,
in this story, was going down to get
live bait to go fishing that day. He
was headed for the area that is now the
Turtle Kraals and fuel docks. There was
a norther blowing, and the wind was howl-
ing across the docks in the grey dawn.

He heard the ping ping ping of a
hammer hitting metal and could only see
the grey form of two men huddled over a
black form, swinging their hammers. As
he got closer he saw the brass spikes
jutting out of the black metal ball. He
knew then what it was and stopped in his
tracks. He yelled at them.

"Do you know what that is?"
"Yessir, it's a buoy and we are

tryin' to get these here brass spikes."
"Wrong, that is a mine that has

floated up and it's probably still alive."
The Captain said he never saw two

men move faster. Their feet hardly hit
the ground.

He called the Coast Guard, and that
day they took it offshore, and sure enough
it was a live one.

MORAL: BE SURE OP WHAT YOU HAMMER ON.

CLOSED FROM SEPT. 12th TO OCT. 26th

W O R L D W I D E T R A V E L S E R V I C E

A I R

R A I L

S T E A M S H I P

KEY WEST
514 Southard St

296-5722

MARATHON
Winn Dixie Plaza

10990 Overseas Hwy,
743-5274
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nou) fe
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fcraoKfes+ S^M-IPM
dinner <&PM-IOPt"f

te street

21

i^tt STREETKCTWEST -f

OPEN ALL SUMMElT
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KEY WEST'S
HOROSCOPE

rhyme and reason on mallory aquare

if you stand still you'll see it all from ••
rnallory square \

(i know, i stood there)

watch an ancient sailor watching peliaans do ;•
silly things i-

sway to the junkanoos limboing as they beat
the drums and sing :

(i Was there on a summer fling) j

see tourists slung heavy with camera, oonah she'!
and bag •

.urging the children to hurry, hurry, don't
lag ;

(i was there with my shopping bag) \

townsmen about the business of living day
to day

glad for the tourists, wishing they would go
away

(i know, i felt that way) '

see the sun sinking splashing the sky into a
bowl of rainbow soup

listen to the ooean slap softly then angrily "
spanking a sailing sloop,

you'll see it all from mallory square '-"
(lord, i could die happily there) '••;-.

by jeanne a. morgan

zmim

Sun in Leo, after 22nd in Virgo
Venus in Cancer
Mercury in Cancer
Saturn in Leo
Jupiter in Gemini, after 19th in Cancer
Mars in Gemini
Uranus in Scorpio
Neptune in Sagittarius, turning direct

the 25th
Pluto in Libra
North Node in Libra

Mars in Gemini in square to Key
West's natal moon in Pisces will continue
to keep Key West in the news nationally.
(Take note of how often Key West has
been on national television of late -
re: Audubon prints, boats seized by
Cuba, fishing industry, etc.) This news
may not be particularly positive in
character, but it is newsworthy.

Our Venus in Aquarius in the 9th
house continues to be well aspected for
travel areas. More airlines may be in-
terested in flying into Key West. This
would be very lucrative for overall pros-
perity for this island.

Jupiter moving into the sign of
Cancer this month will favorably aspect
the building trades in Key West. Real
estate transactions will be brisk, and
money and more money will be invested in
businesses in the city. Our natal Jupi-
ter in Scorpio will be .trined by transit-
ing Jupiter, and will be felt in a lively
and more abundant job market for the re-
mainder of the year and also into 1978.

FABRIC WORLD

613 S1MONTON
TEL.294-1773/KEY WEST.FLA.

THE PORTER-ALLEN CO., INC,
insurance since 1611

513WlllAAA A. FR6ENAAN S*.
WILLIAM A- fREPMH OR.
PAVID W. FREEMAK 4-2342

ANSA-RITE
Telephone — Answering Service

m ANSWER rOUR PHONE WITH A VOICE
THAT CARES.. . COURTEOUSLY AND MTEUIGENUY

WE TAKE MESSAGE!!, ORDERS, SERVICE CAUS, AMD
GIVE CAUEftS ANY INFORMATION YOU WISH.

AND CARE A 10TI

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL MEN I WOMEN HAVE RELIED ON OUR
SERVICE FOR YEARS.

• PROFESSIONAL * WAKE Up SERVICE
r COMMERCIAL * CLASSIFIED ADS
r RESIDENTIAL * 24 HOUR SERVICE
• OCCASIONAL * PART TIME SERVICE

* COURTEOUS
* PROMPT
* EFFICIENT
+ EXPERIENCED

LATEST & MOST MODERN EQUIPMENT. Mod
PERSONAL SERVICE TO SUIT YOUR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

HCIUSIVE ASfNT

"Wh»i Att Oils Ar> CONFIDENTIAL"
FOH COMPLETE —DETAILS —ABOUT OUR

MAHY SERVICES — CAll

294-1044 or 296-8866

Ernest Hemingway
Home and Museum

A Registered National

Historic landmark
This Site Possesses Exceptional Value

In Commemorating or Illustrating
The History of The United 5tates

OPEN DAILY 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
907 WHITEHEAD STREET KEY WEST, FLA.

ADMISSION $1.50 CHILDREN 50c
TELEPHONES: 296-5811 or 294-1575

A tttUurely tour of the home and gardens of the Iqte Nobel
Prize Winner, Ernest Hemingway., Tho home was built In
Spanish Colonial Stylo of native rock hswn from the gropnds
with furniihfngsj rugs, tile, chandetlars brought by the Horning-
wayi from Spain, Africa and Cuba. Luxuriant, exattc plants
qnd trass ara from oil over tho world, h was h»r« that Mr.
Hemingway Wrote For Whom the Bell Toll*, Green HIIU of
Africa, A Farawall to Arm*, The Fifth Column, Th« Snows of
Kilimanjaro, and The Wacomber Affair. Mr. Hemingway was
th* first Important writer to discover and make Ktr/ West his
home. He owned th* home from 1931 to 1961.

Covers- One Acre Including Pool And Guest House

Bring Your Camera
For furtlver information contact Bfffntca Dick ion, 907 Whltob*ad St.

DAILY SPECIALS
WHERE VOU GET GOOD VALUE EVERY DAY

SPECIAL EVERY DAY H " A M TO 3 PM

LUNCH ..$1.09
Choice of Chicken, Shrimp, Fish or Hamburger

Choice of Fr. Fries, Mashed Potatoes, Corn or Salad

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Hamburger Deluxe.. .$1.29
Quarter-Pound Burger on a toasted Bun,

with Cole slaw and Fr. Fries

SPECIAL EVERY CAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

Chicken Dinner $1.55
With Cole Slaw, Fr. Fries or Mashed Potatoes,

Roll and Honey

SPECIAL EVERY DAY 11 AM TO 10 PM

F ish D i n n e r . . . . . . . . . $1.65
With Cole Slaw, Fr. Fries or Mashed Potatoes,

Roll, and Tartar or Cocktail Sauce

~ DINING ROOM - TAKEOUT SERVICE

EAT
IN UNLIMITED

family I^staurants ®

TAKE
OUT

1102 Key Plaza, US #1 Ph. 294-2204
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THE FINEST SEA SHELLS
AT THE LOWEST PRICES
M FLORIDA

HEAVENLY BODY MITE SHOP
k-01 GrMEH SWEET

4.-2933

1

0
1

m
floor Covering Co.

Oldest floor
ccmpqry 'in "ths*

621 Fleming 5 t " 2<J6-20fl

FloorS
and Fln'is

Vincjls and

1

>hing

I

con ' t from page 11
State of Florida ind ica t e s tha t more
than one mill ion fishermen, s ightseers
and skin divers v i s i t the reef t r a c t
each year. Damage to the reef from
these user groups r e s u l t s primarily
from commercial cora l harvest ing, speci-
men collecting and improper boat anchor-
ing pract ices .

ALTHOUGH both F lo r ida and Federal
law prohibits the taking and sale of
corals from these r e e f s , the prac t ice
continues with devas ta t ing r e s u l t s .
Huge quanti t ies of coral are to be
found in souvenir,shops and co l lec t ing
dust on the mantels of t o u r i s t s who
desired a "piece of the reef" to take
home. The commercial co l l ec to r s claim
t h a t the dead, bleached cadavers lying
within the i r gruesome graveyards were
harvested from the West Ind ies , o r
shipped to the U.S. from the Phi l ippines .
If th i s were the case , and many local
people dispute t h i s argument, how can
we, in good conscience, p ro tec t our own
marine resources and support the sense-
l e s s destruction of coral reefs e l s e -
where?

ACCORDING TO MANY EXPERTS, cora ls
should not be regarded as a renewable
resource. For many species the growth
ra t e s are exceedingly slow, requir ing
many generations to heal the damage r e -
sul t ing from harves t ing . I t i s maintain-
ed by col lectors however, t h a t breaking
off a piece of co ra l i s l i k e pruning a
t r e e . Some species , l i v ing in healthy
environments, may regenerate a missing
branch. But i t i s much more l i k e l y ,
especially in the Florida r ee f s , accord-
ing to studies c a r r i e d out by Dr. Arn-
fried Antonius of the Florida Reef
Foundation, that the wound would inv i t e
invasion by algae and other organisms
which spread rapidly and destroy the
en t i re colony.

Identical stress to corals results
from anchor damage. Rather than anchor-
ing in the sandy rubble zone adjacent
to living coral, boat operators hook
their anchors and chains around live
coral, abrading the thin "living skin"
and then hauling the anchor up together
with pieces or whole colonies. This
type of damage, from breakage or abrasion,
is similar to a wound in human skin.
The resulting "infection" ultimately
strips the coral of i t s living tissue,
leaving only a bleached out skeleton.

ANOTHER WORSENING PROBLEM, on a
global basis, is that of si l tation.
The survival of reef corals is depend-
ent upon an environment of clear, clean
water. The symbiotic, unicellular algae
which live within the corals' tissue
must get enough sunlight to carry out
photosynthesis; sediment in the water
cuts down on light penetration. Silt
also significantly reduces the reproduc-
tive success of corals because the lar-
vae will not settle out on mud or sand.

Excessive siltation interferes with
the feeding mechanism of the polyps
which have to expend energy to cleanse

themselves of inedible particles; energy
normally used to capture food, reproduce
and grow. This effect of sedimentation
has been vividly documented, using time
lapse photography, by Dr. Robert E.
Johannes, a recognized authority on
corals and coral reef ecology.

Siltation has always been a natural
stress for corals residing in nearshore
areas. After a hurricane, for instance,
the water is cloudy for days as a. result
of sediments raised up from the bottom
by turbulence. These sediment particles
are relatively large and soon settle
back down. Much smaller particles,

LETTUCE.

brought to the surface from older, deep-
er layers, remain in the water column
for longer periods of time. These fine
sediments, known as "dredgers silt,"
are generated during dredge and fill
activities associated with land develop-
ment in coastal areas •.

AN ADDITIONAL SEDIMENT LOAD, added
to that of normal surface runoff, re-
sults when upland and wetland vegetation
is stripped from the land. Massive soil
erosion, especially in tropical areas
subject to heavy rains, results when
this stabilizing ground cover is removed.
Filling of salt marshes and mangrove
wetlands eliminates the natural filters
that stand between the uplands and the
sea. These highly productive natural
communities filter runoff from urban,
agricultural and wild upland areas, re-
moving excessive nutrients, toxic metals,
pesticides and silt.

CORAL REEFS in Hawaii, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, South Florida and the
Florida Keys have been heavily impacted
as a result of uncontrolled dredging
and filling, land clearing and poorly
designed residential developments.
Reefs in these areas are now subjected
to exorbitant siltation, urban runoff
and nutrient rich sewage effluent. The
consequences are devastating.

All of the world's coral reefs
exist today because the reef-building
forces exceed the rate of destruction
by natural factors. Under normal con-
ditions the growth rates of corals re-
sults in a net gain in structure. Man
is reversing this balance.

et Jalattfo
NOW AT 130 DUVAL STREET

Greater selection of classics, literature, poetry, art and marine subjects

PICTURE

CLOSED AUGUST
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con't from page 9

ON TUESDAY, July 19th, Commissioners
"Purie" Howanitz and Richard Kerr voted
with Commissioner Gerald Hernandez, Jr.,
to abolish the county position of Per-
sonnel Director held by Heather Demree.
Then in a three-to-two vote Hernandez,.
Kerr and Howanitz voted to oust Commis-
sioner Don Schloesser from his position
as County Mayor and elected Howanitz to
take his place. Thus the script pre-
dicted in advance by the Miami Herald
and Key Vest Citizen was played out al-
most to the letter.

In spite of the protestations of
"no deal" uttered by Hernandez and How-
anitz, it appears obvious that Howanitz
gave his support to Hernandez to get rid
of Demree, and in return Hernandez sup-
ported; Howanitz to replace Schloesser as
Mayor.. Whether there was an explicit
deal or an implicit deal, the results
were the same.

THE REAI. LOSERS are the people of
Monroe County. In the past nearly two
years that Demree has served the county
•as personnel specialist and director,
she has attempted to bring fairness and
orderliness into the hiring practices
for Monroe County. Demree has sought to
establish minimum standards of qualifica-
tion for all positions in the county in
her jurisdiction. Applicants have had
to submit written applications for va-
cancies. These have been rated by the
Personnel Department based on education,
experience and skills, and a slate of
qualified candidates has then been sub-
mitted to department heads or other super-
visors for interview and recommendation,
and to the commissioners themselves for
final selection. This process has helped
insure that only qualified applicants
were considered.

HERNANDEZ contends that he decided
to dump Schloesser because the latter
cut him off from questioning during re-
cent budget workshop sessions at least
four times and that his decision had
nothing to do with abolishing the posi-
tion of Personnel Director. Hernandez
does admit that he knew that Howanitz
wanted Schloesser's job as Mayor. Her-
nandez further stated that he had become
dissatisfied with Demree1s performance
as Personnel Director, because he had
received many complaints from friends
and constituents that Demree was not
accepting applications from some persons;
he had referred to the personnel office
for possible jobs. He declined to iden-
tify these persons. He further stated
that others who had submitted applica-
tions had had their applications "either
not considered of destroyed. He ended
by saying that he was surprised when
Howanitz voted to remove Demree.

Hernandez' actions have crystalized
and polarized a division in the Board
of County Commissioners that can only
te^ibtiafe^K*

pense of the public. These actions also
seem calculated to "throw back" to the
old practice of cronyism...job selection
based on "who-you-know" not "what-you-
know."

DEMREE has indicated that she in-
tends to fight her dismissal in court.
The.merits of her case along with the
charges and counter-charges remain to
be proved, but perhaps if all parties
can be required to testify under oath,
the public may more nearly learn the
"honest truth," and we can return to
progressive, objective government in
the public interest.

COUNTRY CLUB UPDATE

In a July 19 ruling, Circuit Court
Judge Helio Gomez granted a $120,465
claim by First Federal Savings and Loan
against Lawrence Dion, trustee of the
dissolved Key West Country Club, Inc.,
in a mortgage foreclosure suit filed
last November.

Solares Hill has followed the pro-
gress of this suit because a city-owned
parcel of land — the 4.91 acres on
which the clubhouse facilities stand —
was put up as collateral through a sub-
ordination agreement. After other in-
terests "added their claims to the origi-
nal suit, it appeared that it could cost
the city up to $170,000 to satisfy all
the claims and recover its property,
which is worth about half a million dol-
lars. We put forth arguments based on
court decisions in municipal corporation
law, challenging the legality of the
city's putting up public property as
collateral for a loan to a private cor-
poration, that we felt might get the
city off the hook completely and enable
the city to recover the property with-,
out having to pay anyone anything (SoZ-
ares Rill, February and April 1977).

City Attorney Manny James1 only
reaction to our amateur attempts to
build a legal defense for the city was
a non-committal "Interesting." At the
hearing before Judge Gomez, James offered
no objection to First Federal's claim.
Repeated attempts to contact James after
the hearing were unsuccessful. •

Judge Gomez ruled that First Feder-
al, because of the city's subordination
agreement, had a valid claim against
the city, but only in the amount of
$90,000, and that all the other claim-
ants would have to seek redress from
Lawrence Dion and the other endorsers of
the mortgage note.

Sale of the property is set for
August 17, but the city has until August
27 to redeem it for $90,000. City Fi-
nance Director Lucy Hicks has indicated
that the city plans to redeem the prop-
erty before the sale date. The city

«. wiJ4 i}&.«M,t.a.£.9.ArQ.Q Q,.. fyxt»the,.prpper.ty s ,
'"will at least be returned to the city.

dine where the sun sets
pier house restaurant
at the pier house motel
entertainment nightly
reservations
(305)294-9541
1 duvai street

Pier House Restaurant
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Speaker System

HE NEW
BOSE
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AT SWIFT'S

423 Duval St.
296-8576

Thanks to the Hi-Fi Magician

If the city redeems the property,
then First Federal will have to decide
if it wants to move against the co-
signers of the mortgage note endorse-
ment (which amounts to about $50,000 and
reads like a Who's Who of Key West) to
collect the other $30,465, which includes
$15,690 in interest and a $10,000 fee
for Ralph Cunningham, First Federal's
attorney.

The city has not yet decided what
it intends to do with the country club
property once it recovers it. In the
past the city has shown an unwilling-
ness to take the responsibility of run-
ning the golf course itself, and indica-
tions are that the entire golf course
and surrounding city-owned property will
be advertised for bids with the hope
that an outside corporation will come
in and run the golf course and develop
the peripheral area for residential use.

R.M.

Becky's Bar is old Key West. Hidden away in a typical Conch
neighborhood, Becky's has a manana atmosphere where today is the
only concern. Despite a somewhat sick shade of yellow on the walls,
Becky's is much like a real old time bar. Ceiling fans, neon beer signs,
roll top beer coolers, a couch, a casual line-up of bandy legged
barstools, good food and excellent service all mark Becky's as the spot
for the unhurried drinker.

Unlike a regular old time bar, Becky's does not feature a piano, or
a brass rail, or a mirror, or fights, or confusion. Nor does it feature a
liquor selection. It does, however, have a cross section of beers and
wines to accommodate the cross section of Key Westers who drink
there.

Despite its unfortunate shape, a claustrophobic CBS rectangle,
Becky's manages to seem spacious because of a mangrove sunset
mural that occupies all one wall and because of open windows on the

er^wall where Southard St. always provides a parade and because,
" * * * * \ P | a c e i s seldom full of customers. Given its very civilized

^ ^ u s i n e s s , 12 noon to 12 midnight, it would seem that the
.would be more popular. There is really no reason to leave

Becky's once you get there. Hungry? Have a deli sandwich or an egg
roll or a foot long hot dog or on Thursday night all the spaghetti you
can eat for $1.75 or all the sauteed yellowtail and fried grouper you can
hold on Sunday night. In the mood for some competition? Try and beat
the barmaid in a game of scrabble or eight ball or beer drinking.
Sleepy? Take a nap. Want to see a special television program? You
likely can; provided it isn't on opposite The Muppets, Sanford and Son
or All in the Family. Like ducks? Come in and see Becky's mascots.
Ducks. Ducks all over the place. So many ducks that cats stay out.
Bring a duck to Becky's and win the secret word — BEER. Nature
calling? While in the rest room feel free to contribute to or deface the
graffiti but please, don't pick at the collage.

Becky's will eventually have a small laundromat behind it at
which time it will be able to refer to itself as a full service bar. But that
is tomorrow or next week, well at least not today. Becky's, tomorrow's
and yesterday's bar today. A relaxed place for today's marching people
whose drummer is on break.

the chair folded in its back-sack.

the ugliest chair Irs the south?
Form follows function, personified. Our Italian canvas
officer's chair collapses into a 7 Ib. bundle, only 34 inches
long, to throw in the trunk or stow on a yacht. Comfort?
Immense. Color? Olive only.

open 10-7 every day. 524 duval street. 294-2007.




