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Weather forecasters are predicting this
summer’s hurricane season could be one of the
worst in 50 years. With more than 11 serious
storms expected, this hurricane season could
see more large storms make landfall along the
Florida coast than ever before. Learn how you
can prepare your family...Page 6

RTI instructor wins MacArthur Leadership Award

Harrison heads Florida
Nat’l Guard Foundation

The Florida National Guard founda¬
tion, a non-profit agency supporting the
Florida National Guard, recently announced
that Maj. Gen. Ronald O. Harrison, the
Adjutant General ofFlorida, has agreed to
serve as it’s President.

The foundation is a 501c, publicly
supported, “not-for-profit” corporation
dedicated to its mission of “Advancing the
Guard.” Formed in 1983, the foundation
accepts gifts, donations, and endowments,
and provides financial assistance to mem¬
bers of the Florida National Guard and its
institutions. Since its incorporation, the
Florida National Guard Foundation has
awarded more than $ 140,000 in scholar¬
ships, $50,000 to historical grants, and
$43,000 in Family Assistance.

This year, the Florida legislature
formally recognized the contributions of the
Foundation and its members, and designated
the Florida National Guard Foundation as

the “Direct-Support Organization” of the
Florida National Guard. This recognition
formalizes the long-standing relationship
between the foundation and the Guard, and
establishes direct oversight by the Florida
Department ofMilitary Affairs.

In accepting his position as Board
President, Harrison stated, “The foundation
provides a unique opportunity for all of us
— Guard members, friends, and retired
members to contribute to the Florida
Guard’s future. I hope each of you will
consider contributing to this most important
effort.”

As President of the Board of

Directors, Harrison will work with other

newly installed officers, including: Milton O.
Jones (Col., Ret.), vice-president; Brig. Gen.
Douglas Burnett (AAG-Air), secretary; and
Brig. Gen. Jimmy R. Watson (AAG-Army),
treasurer.

Capt. Brian D. Ray, of Regional Training
Institute at Camp Blanding, was selected to
receive the General Douglas MacArthur Leader¬
ship Award recently. The
honor is awarded annually
to twenty-four junior
officers from a peer group
of more than 50,000
captains who serve in the
U.S. Active Army, Army
Reserve and the National
Guard.

Ray was selected for
this prestigious award
based on his achievements
while serving as the Senior Instructor for the
Florida Army National GuardOfficer Candidate
School. TheMacArthur Award program evaluates
candidates on demonstrated excellence in the

following areas:
- a commitment to the Army’s values of

selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal
courage.

- the ability to develop a cohesive team as
well as take the initiative to accomplish any
mission.

- the ability tomotivate subordinates by
providing purpose and direction.

- an understanding of human nature and the
ability to gain consensus among diverse groups.

- outstanding interpersonal communication
skills andmilitary competence.

Ray traveled to the Pentagon in May to
receive the award from General Eric K. Shinseki,
the U.S. Army Chief of Staff. As part of the
awards ceremony, Capt. Ray’s name was perma¬
nently inscribed on the rolls in the “MacArthur
Corridor” in the Pentagon.

Capt. Brian D. Ray



2 Guardsman

Harrison wins!
Florida’s TAG chosen as NGAUS President;
sweeps major state delegations early

Our National Guard puts
a face on our force and

provides our country with
an emotional tie to the

military As citizen sol¬
diers, we are the most
important link from
American citizen to the

military command au¬
thorities, and ultimately,
the President of the
United States, himself.

55
Maj. Gen. Ronald O. Harrison,
Adjutant General

TLANTIC CITY, N.J (Sept. 14, 2000) —
Signaling an era of closer ties to the active Army,
Major Gen. Ronald O. Harrison, the 62-year-old
Adjutant General ofFlorida was overwhelmingly
chosen as the next president of the National Guard
Association of the United States (NGAUS) today.

More than 5,500 Guard officers and
defense industry representatives are attending this
year’s NGAUS Conference which ends today.
The delegations from the 50 state Guards and four
territorial National Guards make up the voting
constituency for NGAUS.

Carrying the states with largest delega¬
tions, Harrison swept up 63 percent of the votes
cast. He dominated in California, South Carolina,
Ohio, and Arizona. He also picked up Mississippi,
Montana, Maine, and North Carolina.

Harrison, the behind-the-scenes architect
of negotiations between the Army and the National
Guard during the 1997-99 reserve forces reduction
dispute, brings a wealth of experience to the new

job.
Florida’s Adjutant General represented the

National Guard at every major force reduction
conference and off-site since 1996. He single-
handedly brought the Army back to the negotiating
table after a series of meetings ended in disaster.

Harrison served for two years as the
president of the National Guard Adjutant General’s
Association, where he represented the National
Guard at closed-door meetings with then Army
Chief of Staff, GEN Dennis Reimer.

“I believe a strong national defense
requires a strong National Guard,” said Harrison.
“Our National Guard puts a face on our force—
and provides our country with an emotional tie to
the military. As citizen soldiers, we are the most
important link from American citizen to the
military command authorities, and ultimately, the

President of the United States, himself.”
Harrison was appointed Adjutant General

of Florida by Governor Lawton Chiles in March
1992. He was retained by newly elected Governor
Jeb Bush in 1998. As the Adjutant General, he is
the Governor’s seniormilitary advisor and over¬
sees both the state and federal missions of the
Florida National Guard.

NGAUS, headquartered in Washington,
D.C., was created in 1878 for the purpose of
providing united National Guard representation

before Congress. In the first constructive meeting
of officers from the North and South after Recon¬
struction, the organizational meeting ofNGAUS
had the goal of obtaining better equipment, stan¬
dardized training and a more combat-ready force
by petitioning Congress for resources.

Today, 122 years later, NGAUS continues
to maintain support for a strong national defense
by being the primary advocate for a vital, dynamic
National Guard as a part of our nation’s total
combat force.

Looking back...
Past year has been dynamic one for Florida Guard
Brig. Gen. Jimmy R. Watson
Assistant Adjutant General-Army

Looking back on the past year, it is easy to
see what a dynamic role we are playing in the
defense of our nation and the protection of life
and property here in Florida.

Just last July, the Army National Guard
deployed Task Force Jaguar, a detachment of 100
personnel from 1st Battalion 111th Aviation, that
left their families, homes and civilian jobs to
participate in Operation Desert spring in South¬
west Asia. This is dangerous and demanding
work, but our soldiers are ready!

This past May, 18 members of the 107th
Mobile Public Affairs Detachment returned from
a 6-month deployment to Germany as part of
Operation Joint Forge. These highly trained and
motivated soldiers played a key role in telling the
United States Army's story about operations in
Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, and other areas of
central Europe.

Our support of Army contingency opera¬
tions overseas was not limited to units. We also
had volunteers serving in Bosnia as part of
Operation Joint Forge, and Kosovo as part of
Operation Joint Guardian.

The boots ofmore than 400 Florida soldiers

have kicked through sand, dirt and mud in more
than 25 countries this past year, including Turkey,
Egypt, Nicaragua, Columbia, El Salvador, Guyana,
Belize, Barbados, Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago,
Antigua, Panama, Paraguay, Costa Rica, Brazil,
Ecuador, Korea and Japan.

Even closer to home, we have had a

tremendously busy year directly supporting the
citizens of Florida. Sandwiched between the

spring fires of 1999 and the wildfires of this
summer, a trio of hurricanes and one tropical
storm threatened the coast of our state.

More than 500 Guardsmen were called

upon from April 13 to June 25 last year to provide
fire suppression and other support to the Division
of Forestry during Spring Fires 99. We learned
many valuable lessons from the firestorms of
1998, and put them to good use during the 65 days
of hot and dangerous work in the field.

Hurricane Dennis served as a warm up to
the most serious storm of the season.

Hurricane Floyd left us counting our blessings.
More than 1,800 Guardsmen weremobilized
across the state. And while this monster storm

never came ashore in our state, its "near miss"
journey up the coastline caused the most exten¬
sive evacuation in Florida history.

Finally, just over two months ago, we closed

out 115 days of support to the Division of Forestry
in helping fight the wildfires of 2000. Another
300 soldiers and airmen logged more than 8,500
days dumping water from helicopters, mopping up
fires, and providing logistical support.

One of our soldiers, Specialist Matthew
Moore from Polk County, suffered a devastating
injury fighting the fires. A tree fell on him and
injured his spinal cord.

There has been a tremendous outpouring of
support from the Guard family, as well as local
citizens and the state government. We need to
continue keeping Matthew and his family in our
thoughts and prayers.

As you can see, it has been a busy year for
the Florida National Guard, and I can assure you
that this pace is not going to slow down anytime
soon!

Dedication. Sacrifice. Loyalty. Profession¬
alism. These are just a few of the qualities that
define the men and women and their families that
make up the Florida National Guard!

You are a state and national treasure. I

always stand a little taller and think better of
myself because of the opportunity I have to serve
with you. God bless you and your families, God
bless the Florida National Guard, God bless
America.
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Col. Davis named as Army Guard Chief ofStaff
Succeeds Col. Hood, who will retire and become
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - The Adjutant

General of Florida has announced that Col. Bruce
E. Davis, currently serving as the
Executive Officer to the Chief,
National Guard Bureau, has been
selected as the Florida Army
National Guard Chief of Staff
effective September 1, 2000.

Davis, a native of North
Vernon, Indiana, began his military
career as an Infantry private in
the Indiana National Guard in

May 1976.
He was commissioned as

an Infantry Officer following
graduation from the Indiana
National Guard Officer Candidate
School in 1978.

Following graduation from
the Infantry Officer Basic Course,
Davis served as an Infantry
platoon leader and company
executive officer. He joined the Florida National
Guard in February, 1980. Following his comple¬

tion of the Air Defense Artillery Officer Ad¬
vanced Course, Davis served as a battery execu¬

tive officer and commanded

Battery C, 1st Battalion 265th
Air Defense Artillery.

Davis has served on

active duty since 1984.
Among his assignments are
Force Development Officer
at National Guard Bureau,
Deputy Assistant Comman¬
dant for Army National
Guard at Redstone Arsenal,
Director of Total Force

Integration at Fort Bliss,
Texas, Commander of 3rd
Battalion 265th Air Defense

Artillery headquartered in
Sarasota, Florida, Chief of
the Strategic Initiative Group
at National Guard Bureau,
and Chief of both the Office

ofPolicy and Office of Legislative Liaison at
Bureau.

Youth Challenge Director
He has held his present position as

Executive Officer to the Chief, National Guard
Bureau, since April 2000.

In addition to a degree in business
administration from the University of Louisville,
Davis holds a master’s degree in national security
and strategic studies from the Naval War College.

He is also a graduate of the Combined
Arms Services Staff School, and the resident
Marine Corps Command and Staff College and
Naval War College.

“We are looking forward to the return of
Col. Davis to Florida following the important work
he has done at National Guard Bureau,” said Maj.
Gen. Ronald O. Harrison, Adjutant General of
Florida. “His experience here as commander of
3rd Battalion 265th Air Defense Artillery ensures
that our Army staffwill be guided by a personal
appreciation of the needs of the field force.”

Davis, and his wife Dawn, who is a

graduate of the United States Military Academy
and an active-duty Army major, have two chil¬
dren: Sean and Shea.

Col. Bruce E. Davis

Col. Appleby selected for
State Quartermasterposition

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - Col. Barry J.
Appleby, of 83rd Troop Command, has been
selected to replace Florida Department of
Military Affairs’ State Quartermaster, Col.
Sam Browning, whowill be retiring in July.

Maj. Gen. Ronald O. Harrison, the
Adjutant General ofFlorida announced today
that Appelby, 54, will begin his assignment as
State Quartermaster on July 1, 2000. He is
currently the Section Commander of Head¬
quarters, 83rd Troop Command in Tallahassee.

Appleby’s military career began when he
was graduated from the University of Florida
with a B. S. in Chemistry in 1967 and departed
for Fort Sam Houston where he completed the
AMEDD Officer Basic Course.

He served 21 months on active duty with
the 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North
Carolina and the 173rd Airborne Brigade, in
Vietnam.

He has more than 18 years in the Florida
National Guard, serving in positions from
detachment level to brigade level. He is an
honor graduate of the Army’s Command and
General Staff College and a graduate of the
Army War College.

A traditional Guardsman, Appleby’s full¬
time civilian position is presently serving as the
Pollution Control Activity Manager for Volusia
County

His awards and decorations include the
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Humani¬
tarian Service Medal, Combat Medical Badge
and Parachutist Badge, Florida Distinguished
Service Medal, Florida CommendationMedal,
and Florida Service Medal.

He is married to the former Cynthia C.
McDonald and has two daughters, Christine A.
Dumas and Jillian H. Appleby.

Rep. Doug Wiles Retires
Lt. Col. Doug Wiles (right), a Florida State Representative for District#20, receives
congratulations from Maj. Gen. Ronald O. Harrison after being awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal. Wiles retired from the Florida National Guard in August.

SEADS earns “Chief’s” award
for training excellence

The Southeast Air Defense Sector at

Tyndall Air Force Base recently was
awarded the Florida Air National Guard’s

highest organizational award.
Assistant Adjutant General-Air, Brig.

Gen. Douglas Burnett presented the “Chief of
Staff Award” to the unit in a ceremony at
Tyndall Air Force Base. The award recog¬
nizes the Air Guard unit that most demon¬
strates excellence in training, readiness and
community service.

Col. Ted Kraemer, SEADS commander,
accepted the award and credited Florida’s
citizen-airmen for their “outstanding, loyal and
dedicated service to their community and
country.”

FNG’s environmental pro¬
gram on CBTS earns Gov’s
awgr^p Blanding has been honored for its
environmental program and outstanding
contribution to Florida’s long-term
sustainability at the annual Sustainable Florida
Awards banquet in Tampa.

Sponsored by the Governor’s Council
for Sustainable Florida, the awards recognize
organizations, institutions and individuals who
have demonstrated leadership by integrating
environmental, social and economic consider¬
ations into their own policies and practices,
thus advancing Florida’s long-term prosper¬
ity, environmental health, and quality of life.

This year, more than 100 businesses,
public institutions and individuals competed
for recognition. Thirty awards were pre¬
sented.

Visitors view a protectedGopher Tortoise
during a tour of Camp Blanding.



4 Guardsman

Fall comes early in the Balkans.
Mercado (left) just a few days after his
arrival In September, enjoys the first
signs that winter is coming -- the frost
of the season. Above, carved out of
vacant land on the outskirts ofGnjilane,
the contractors built Camp Monteith,
the future home ofmore than 2,500
American and UnitedNations soldiers.

'K'CSQ\?Q
An early civilian volunteer, a Florida Guardsman, working for a defense
contractor, gets a close up view of the war-torn Balkans country-side

By Capt. Danielle S. Schreiber

From the empty fields and ruins of
Gnjilane, they built Camp Monteith to support
2,500 soldiers in a record-breaking three months.
Construction began just weeks after UN forces
entered Kosovo to stop the ethnic cleansing of
Albanian Kosovars by Serbs. To provide support
to deployed forces, the U.S. Army contracted with
the civilian firm Brown and Root Services (BRS).

Under the Logistics Civilian Augmentation
Program (LOGCAP), BRS provides U.S. forces
andmultinational organizations with the full range
of logistic support services, redeployment, demo¬
bilization and periodic temporary construction.
Staff Sgt. Manuel Mercado, a member of the
Florida Army National Guard, spent six months in
Kosovo as aQuality Assurance Representative
(QAR) for the Defense Logistics Agency. He
provided the critical link between the Army and
BRS to ensure continuous combat service support
to deployed U.S. forces.

Ttvo unidentified civilian employees enjoy
Christmas at Camp Monteith in Kosovo.
More than 200 DoD contract civilians assisted
in building support facilities for U.S forces.

Mercado is assigned to the 53rd Support
Battalion, 53rd Infantry Brigade (Separate). As the
electronic maintenance supervisor for the Material
Management Center located in Tampa, he moni¬
tors the maintenance status of all communications
and electronics systems in the brigade. He is also
an experienced TOW/Dragon weapon systems
maintainer. Hismilitary service includes assign¬
ments in both the active Navy and Army with two
tours of combat duty and 16 years in the Florida
Army National Guard.

This was Mercado’s second deployment
in support of US forces abroad. In 1995, SSG
Mercado deployed to Haiti as a member of the
firstContingency Contract Administrative Service
(C-CAS) team in support ofOperation Uphold
Democracy. Created by the Defense Logistics
Agency (DLA), the mission of C-CAS is to assist
in the deployment and sustainment of troops
anywhere in the world.

As a civilian, Mercado is employed by the
Defense ContractManagementCommand
(DCMC). He has been assigned to the Tampa area
since 1980 and currently works on-site at a
contractor facility. He serves as the watchdog for
themilitary ensuring that the product produced
meets the needs of the ultimate user: a soldier,
sailor, airman ormarine. “After receivingmy
stamp of approval, the product becomes govern¬
ment property,” said Mercado.

In Kosovo, he performed similar duties.
He was one of just four selected for this deploy¬
ment. DoD civilian volunteers must have past
military experience including combat duty in order
to be considered. Along with 11 army officers,
they were tasked to support US soldiers assigned
to the Multinational Brigade East (MNB(E)). The
MNB(E) has contributing support from the
defense forces ofRussia, Greece, Lithuania,
Poland, Ukraine, and the United Arab Emigrants.
Task Force Falcon covers an area of 2,000 square
kilometers and includes Camp Bondsteel
(Urosevac), Camp Monteith (Gnjilane), and 27
outlying sites or posts.

To prepare for their deployment, Mercado
and his team trained at both Thompson Island in
Boston and then at Fort Benning for two weeks on
refining their survival skills. At Benning, team
members received their individual theater assign¬
ments. Mercado was selected to deploy to the
most forward area along with one Army officer
and another DoD QAR. All three had seen
combat in Vietnam, and those skills were needed

in this least secure area of operations. Together,
they would oversee the construction of the base
named “CampMonteith.”

At Camp Monteith, Mercado worked with
Army Contracting Officers (ACOs) and BRS to
carry out approved task orders. ACOs approved
construction projects and BRS provided the
technical know-how, supervision and equipment
while employing more than 2,000 local nationals
(LNs) to provide a 24-hour workforce.

Mercadometmany Albanian Kosovars
and developed several new friendships during his
tour of duty. Albanian Kosovars have only re¬
cently returned to the area since the NATO forces
arrived. “I was impressed with their resilience in a
country that exists only as a shell of civilization,”
Mercado noted.

The country’s infrastructure - from power
to phone service to water - was destroyed and is
only slowing being rebuilt. “The toll on the human
population of Kosovo was the same,” he said. “In
many towns, people of an entire age group are
missing due to the war.”

His team arrived in late summer, just three
weeks after NATO forces occupied the country.
Over the next several months, the team worked 18
hour days, seven days a week, in order to meet
an October 99 deadline. On the last day of
September, the team would work 22 straight
hours to meet that deadline, ensuring the soldiers
would have billets known as SEAhuts to stay in
before the winter set in.

DoD civilians are not authorized to carry

weapons so they must rely on American soldiers to
protect them.

Mercado recounted one close call: “Driv¬

ing near the Russian sector, I was caught in small
arms crossfire between Serbs and Albanians. My
military training took over, and I sped out of the
firing zone. You don’t have time for fear.”

“Serbs would often shell the base camp
and outlying outposts at various hours throughout
the day and night, “ Mercado recalled. This served
as a daily reminder of the not too distant war.

“Our American soldiers have the best

support system,” Mercado said. “DoD civilians,
serving side by side with theirmilitary counter¬
parts, providing combat service support to our
soldiers which allows US forces to focus their
efforts on the peacekeepingmission.”

For his service during the operation,
Mercado was awarded the NATO Medal and Joint
Armed Services Civilian Medal.
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Photos by Staff Sgts. Thomas Keilbasa and Harold Simpson

Nearly 100 wildfires burned across
Florida since the beginning ofMarch,
scorching thousands ofacres. The
Florida National Guard assisted in

“mopping up ”more than half of them.
Above, the remains of the Bundy Fire
nearJacksonville shows what was
ahead for a newly trainedGuard
“mop-up ” crew (inset).
The contributions of individual
Guardsmen (abovemiddle) “made all
the difference ” said Jim Harrel,
Division ofForestry spokeman.
A Guard “mop-up” crew (bottom)
enters the remains ofa recently
controlled fire nearOcala.

Guardsmen battle
fires across Florida in
replay of Firestorm '98

Governor calls on Guard early in fire fight for
mop-up operations and to allow first responders
to focus on crisis areas

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - The Honda National Guard called up a total of
300 Guardsmen to assist Division ofForestry (DoF) fire fighters battle the
devestating number of wildfires affecting the state during the height of Opera¬
tionWildfire 2000.

Of that total, more than 200 fire fighters were assigned to more than 25
fires located in central and north Florida. The Guardsmen were first activated
for refresher training and then assigned to aDoF fire district.

“All the forecasts called for an extended dry period and we saw that
happen,” said Brig. Gen. Jimmy R. Watson, Assistant Adjutant General for the
Army National Guard. “The wildfires continued to be a statewide problem
and we wanted to do our part to help our state fire fighters and other emer¬
gency personnel reduce the danger.”

“We continued to train our soldiers for fire fighting duty up until the
threat was reduced,” he said.

In the Suwannee fire district, 40 Guardsmen had been backing up DoF
fire fighters at three major fires. Members of the 146th Signal Battalion,
based in Jacksonville, supported DoF at the “Baker County,” “Microwave
Towers,” and “Benton Towers” fires during their activation.

“It was hot, dry, and dusty,” said First Sergeant Jerome Jackson, of
Jacksonville, the team leader for the Guardsmen assigned to the Suwannee
DoF fire district. “It was rough out there because of the heat and the distance
we had to travel to get to the fires, but we were pretty successful at keeping
the fires contained.”

Jackson, 44, an environmental engineer at Jacksonville Naval Air
Station was one of 40 volunteers from northeast Florida the Florida National
Guard called up to fight fires. “We put in some really long days, doing some
hard work, but we’re feeling good about what we did,” he said.

Assisting from the air were Florida Guard UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter
crews. Guard aviators have dumped more than 2.5 million gallons of water
on more than 50 fires since the fire season began in March.

In addition to the fire fighters and helicopter crews, the Guard assigned
liaison officers to Florida DoF fire districts where they coordinated Florida
National Guard assistance and assisted the flow of critical information
between the fire districts and the State Emergency Operation Center (SEOC)
in Tallahassee.

Initially, theGuard had representatives at the Suwannee, Orlando, Lake¬
land, Okeechobee,Waccasassa, andMyakka DoF fire districts. Eventually,
Guard representatives were located inmostof the state’s fire districts and inmore
than 25 counties.
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Forecasters predict 11 big storms this year,
including seven possible hurricanes

The official hurricane forecast for this

year: 11 storms. Of those: seven hurricanes.
Residents living on the East and Gulf

coasts, can expect a busier than normal season
with 11 or more tropical storms. Seven or more of
those are predicted to form into hurricanes,
packing winds of at least 74 mph.

According to leading hurricane predictors,
three or more should chum into major storms with
winds of at least 111 mph.

Worst of all, there’s a good chance one or
more of these tempests will make landfall in the
United States, say officials with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

The bottom line: make preparations early
and have a plan. NOAA’s forecast matches
renowned Colorado State University forecaster
William Gray’s prediction for the hurricane season,
which begins June 1 and runs through Nov. 30.

Gray warns that we have entered a new
era ofmore intense hurricanes that could last
another 20 years, and the government essentially
concurs.

NOAA officials said their forecast calls for

stronger and longer-lasting hurricanes.
For the upcoming season, the forecast is

gloomier because La Niña, a cooling condition of
the eastern Pacific Ocean, is expected to continue
influencing weather in the Northern Hemisphere

600 people have died in tropical
storms between 1970 and 1999

12%Wind

From jBS
water Jmm
Such as

drowning or
electrocution 2% other

SOURCE NotioñafHiirricanca Canter
(Guardsman Staff Graphic)

through August.
La Niña has a calming effect on the upper

atmosphere, allowingAtlantic hurricanes to build
andmove west uninhibited.

In the long term, several climatic factors
already are fostering hurricane development,
including reduced wind shear, amore favorable jet
stream from Africa, reduced surface-air pressure
and warmer ocean temperatures in the tropical
Atlantic.

During last year’s hurricane season, there
were 12 named storms, with five of those striking
the U.S. coast and claiming more than 60 lives.

MaxMayfield, director of the National
Hurricane Center inMiami, said the main threat to
coastal residents is storm surge, the wall ofwater

that smashes to shore at the front end of a hurri¬
cane.

“It’s not just about the number of
storms,”Mayfield said. “What really counts is
where they make landfall and how strong they
are.”

A major problem, said James Lee Witt,
director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, is that a new poll shows many Americans,
particularly in the South andMid-Atlantic, under¬
estimate the danger of hurricanes.

Those residents, he said, “have not taken
the basic steps necessary to prevent a disaster
from hitting home. We cannot prevent the
weather. But we can prevent the damage.”

On the positive side, new weather satel¬
lites, along with high-tech surveillance planes and
improved computermodels, have resulted inmore
accurate forecasts, said Jack Kelly, director of the
National Weather Service.

Today forecasters can predict a
hurricane’s track with an error of 100 miles. They
hope to improve that to a maximum error of 80
miles by 2005.

“Forecasts are still subject to limitations
and uncertainty,” Kelly said. “Hurricanes are very
volatile storms and coastal and inland residents
must be wary.”

Highways become ‘one-way’ during evacuation for hurricane
If a hurricane packing at least 131 mph

winds threatens Florida this year, all four lanes
of Interstate 10 could be converted into a one¬

way highway.
A task force this year recommended Gov.

Jeb Bush consider that option as a last resort
for an orderly evacuation.

Emergency managers and hurricane
officials want to avoid a massive, panicked
evacuation. “One of our greatest fears is to
see people get stuck in their cars as the core of
a major hurricane makes landfall,” Max
Mayfield, director of the National Hurricane
Center inMiami-Dade County, said.

The question of how to order a system¬
atic evacuation is a central theme of local and

state Hurricane Conferences this year.
Hurricane Floyd proved that a huge evacua¬

tion can be tortuous. The monster storm, packing
155 mph winds, threatened the coasts ofNorth
Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas last September.

Although 1.3 million people were told to
evacuate, more than 2 million did so, jamming
most major arteries in that region. In north
Florida, Interstates 75,95 and 10 were gridlocked.
Some drivers were trapped for up to 21 hours.

“We saw the interstates go into a seizure and
stop,” one law enforcement officer said later. “We
didn’t kill anybody in the process, but we did
elevate the level of stress for an awful lot of
people.”

Here, the Governor’s Hurricane Evacuation

Task Force identified segments of highways
around the state that could become temporary
one-way roads. Those included Florida’s Turn¬
pike between Fort Pierce and Orlando, and
Interstate 75 from Orlando northward.

The task force noted that each stretch would
require a high level ofmanpower. For instance, to
make the Alligator Alley portion of 1-75 one-way
betweenWeston and Naples, it would require 155
state law enforcement officers and Florida Na¬
tional Guard members, above and beyond normal
staffing.

In May, the Florida Guard and Florida
Department of Law Enforcement conducted the
first “reverse lane” exercise in preparation for
hurricane season.
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Preparation is the key to hurricane survival
The experts agree, the first and best thing

anyone can do long before a hurricane threatens
the coast is to develop a personal storm prepara¬
tion plan.

Your first objective, of course, is to make
sure you and your family are as safe as possible.
And your plan should cover not just what to do as
the storm threatens and hits, but what you should
do afterward.

Here are some things to consider:
Where do you want to be during a hurricane?
Your options are simple. You can stay home. You
can go to a shelter. Or you can go to an inland
friend’s house or a hotel.

If you do decide to get out of town, make
that decision early. As Hurricane Floyd ap¬
proached last year, more than 2million people in
three states decided to hit the road, many of them
at the last minute.

In Florida alone, there wasn’t a single
hotel room available by the time the storm brushed
the coastline. Most reservation clerks recom¬

mended driving as far as Alabama or Louisiana.
The point is, study all the alternatives and

decide which is best for you and your family. Be
specific in your planning. If you are leaving town,
decide where you will go.

If you’re going to an emergency shelter,
know which one you’re supposed to go to and
how to get there. If you’re leaving town, have a
location in mind.

Who else knows your plans? Friends
and relatives, especially those living outside of
Florida, are going to be worried about you as they
see reports of a hurricane bearing down on the

Predictions by long-range hurricane
forecaster Bill Gray of the University of
Colorado call for 11 named storms to form in
the Atlantic Ocean andGulf ofMexico this

year, with seven becoming hurricanes and three
of those growing into major hurricanes with
winds of 115 mph or more.

Hurricanes are ranked 1 to 5 according
to what is known as the Saffir-Simpson scale of
strength:

state. Long before the storm strikes, tell family
members who live outside your area what you’re
going to do in case of a hurricane.

If you’re leaving town, tell them where
you’re going. If you’re staying put, let them know
and try to communicate with them afterward. If

Supply Checklist
Make sure you have these items on
hand in your safe place:

- Food, can opener and water.
- First Aid kit.
- Flashlight, radio and batteries.
- Mattress and blankets.
- Cellular phone.
- Tools and protective clothing (for

breaking through debris).
- Games for the kids.
- Animal carrier.

you change plans, let them know.
Do your kids know their role in your

family plan? It is important to involve everyone
in the family, especially the children, in your
preparations. Each family member should have
responsibilities so that work is shared and nothing
is overlooked.

Who’s minding the kids? There prob¬
ably isn’t a more hectic time than when a hurri¬
cane is churning off the coast. Decide now who
picks them up from school during a storm threat if
both parents work. Start helping them now to deal

Category 1 - Winds of 74 mph to 95
mph, is accompanied by a 4-foot to 5-foot
storm surge and causesminimal damage.

Category 2 - Winds from 96 mph to
110 mph, storm surge 6 feet to 8 feet, damage
moderate.

Category 3 - Winds from 111 mph to
130 mph, storm surge 9 feet to 12 feet,
damage extensive.

Category 4 - Winds from 131 mph to
155 mph, storm surge 13 feet to 18 feet,
damage extreme. Hurricane Andrew was a

Category 4 storm.
Category 5 -Winds greater than 155

mph, storm surge higher than 18 feet, damage
catastrophic. Hurricane Mitch reached that
strength last year. The only Category 5 storm
to hit Florida was the “Hurricane of 1935” in
the Florida Keys.

with any fears: Explain what a hurricane is, what
it can do, and what preparations your family is
making to contend with one.

Have you prepared your children
emotionally for the coming storm? Long
before the season begins, parents should begin
explaining to children what hurricanes are, the
dangers they pose and the safety measures to take
against them. Explain to your children that a
hurricane is a giant, rainy windstorm, destructive
and dangerous, but survivable with preparation
and precaution. The more children know about
the storm and safety procedures, the more confi¬
dent they will be. But keep it simple; detailed
information is useless of children can’t digest it.

Have you prepared for those with
special needs? Make arrangements right away
for family members who are elderly or who have
special needs. Remember that if someone de¬
pends on electrical life-support, there probably will
be no power after a storm.

Where are your important papers?
Long before a storm threatens, collect your
important documents and items. Put the papers
and items into a waterproof container, then keep
the container in a safe place, perhaps a safety
deposit box. Among the things to gather:

Birth certificates.
Insurance policies - home owners, flood,

life, medical, auto, boat, plane and any other
documents that outline property insurance cover¬
age.

Identification - including driver licenses,
passports, visas, Social Security or voter registra¬
tion cards - for all members of the family. If your
neighborhood is damaged, youmight need such
identification to gain access to your property.

Bills.

Backup disks or tapes of valuable com¬
puter information.

Have you set some emergency cash
aside? A hurricane could and very likely will
disrupt banking schedules. Automated teller
machines and credit cards don’t work in a world

without electricity, and, in the case of the former,
may run out of cash long before the emergency or
threat of an emergency is over.

Find the safest place in your home.
Finding the best place to seek refuge in your home
and keeping it stocked with the right supplies can
mean the difference between life and death during
a hurricane.

Here’s how to stay safe during a storm:
Stay away from windows and exterior doors. In a
one-story home, the strongest room is often a
bathroom or walk-in closet near the center of the
house. The strongest wall in a two-story home is
often near the stairwell. A first-floor closet nearby
may be the safest spot.

Saffir-Simpson Scale of hurricane strength

Highways to ‘reverse’ lanes
Florida, which evacuated numerous

counties during 1999’s Hurricane Floyd,
made changes for the 2000 Atlantic
hurricane season.

Seven interstate-designated
“reverse lane” routes:

• Interstate 10 east from Pensacola to
Tallahassee
• 1-10 west from Jacksonville to Tallahassee
• Interstate 4 east from Tampa to Orange
County line
• Interstate 75 north from Charlotte County
to I-275
• Florida’s Turnpike from Fort Pierce to
Orlando
• State Road 528 west from SR 520 to SR
417
• Interstate 75 east and west from coast to
coast

Local Public radio stations will include travel
advisories, shelter locations and evacuation routes.

A very high tide...
Even though Hurricane Floydmissed St. Augustine bymore than 100miles in Nov. 1999,
much of the town was flooded. Above, St. Francis Barracks, the Florida National Guard
Headquarters, was surrounded by water.
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Air National Guard Major Rembert
Schofield (left above and inset) is
the only Reserve Component
officer in the United States certified
to fulfill the Cape Canaveral’s
Range Operations Commander
responsibilities.

Air Guardsman works main
console during rocket launches

it

Even

though he has
done this for a
while, this is
the first time

anANGofficer
has flown solo
as the Range
Operations

Commander.

n

Col. Joseph Balskus
Executive Support Officer
Florida Air National Guard

(Editor's note: Verla Davis is a Public Informa¬
tion Officer with the 45th Space Wing, located at
Patrick Air Force Base, Fla.)

By Verla D. Davis
45th Space Wing Public Affairs

The launch Feb. 8 of a Delta II rocket from

Cape Canaveral AFS ignited a new relationship
between the 45th Space Wing and the Reserve
Component.

Members of the 45th Space Wing worked
with the Florida National Guard and 301st Rescue

Squadron to make sure the launch, which carried
four Globalstar satellites into orbit, was a success

from a public safety perspective.
The Guard flew HH-60 helicopters with the

301st to secure the “box,” a pre-designated
restricted air and sea space prior to all launches.
This was the first time choppers from both
components flew the range surveillance mission
together.

“The Air Force Reserve, Army National
Guard and AirNational Guard, working together
to support the active duty mission, is just a win-
win for everyone,” says Maj. Rembert Schofield,
the first Florida ANG member to hold the reigns as

Range Operations Commander (ROC) during a
launch.

The ROC coordinates pre-launch and
countdown range operations to include weather,
safety and instrumentation. He also is the liaison
between the Launch Decision Authority and other
supporting components within the Eastern Range.

It took Schofield six years of formal and
informal coordination between theWing, to
include the 45th Operations Group and 45th
Range Squadron, 14th Air Force, Space Com¬
mand, Air National Guard and the State ofFlorida
to get to the point of sitting at the console as the
ROC.

He now is the only Reserve Component
officer in the country certified to fulfill the ROC’s
responsibilities.

“Even though he has done this for a while,
this is the first time an ANG officer has flown
solo as the ROC,” said Col. Joseph Balskus, Executive

Support Officer for the Florida ANG.
Schofield says the experience was quite

intense, due to a weather delay, but he was
confident the mission would be successful.

The major said the cooperative partnership
between the wing and the Reserve Component
was a shining example of the Total Force in
action. These applications of the Total Force
policy, he said, boost flexibility and add a new
source of launch personnel for the Wing.

“The approach demonstrated during this
operation, integrating Army and Air National
Guard, Air Force Reserve Command and the
active Air Force creates a tremendous force

multiplier.”
He said the result is the cost efficient,

flexible organization the Department of Defense
will need to execute missions of the future.
“For the 45th SpaceWing, that future is now,”
Schofield said.

Maj. Rembert Schofield, a Florida Air
National Guard officer and Range
Operations Commander, talks with
other launch personnel over Cape
CanaveralAir Force Station’s
command center communications
network prior to a launch in
February.
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Training Seminar brings awareness
diversity issues to Florida Nat’l Guard

Dr. Samuel Betances, a nationally
known motivational speaker and trainer on the
subject of diversity, came to Jacksonville to
conduct diversity training for the members of
the FloridaNational Guard in May.

Betances was hosted by the Air National
Guard Bureau, Florida Air National Guard, and
Florida National Guard Headquarters at the
University ofNorth Florida in Jacksonville on
the 8th and 9th ofMay.

During these two days, Brig. Gen.
Douglas Burnett, Assistant Adjutant General-
Air, made diversity training a majormission for
the Air Guard. Maj. Gen. Ronald O. Harrison,
Adjutant General, opened the first session.

“Demographic changes are
driving the need to develop

new strategies, new behaviors
and new attitudes about how
we conduct business today

and in the future.”
- Dr. Samuel Betances

Burnett followed by stressing the importance
of diversity training and the impact on the
future of the Guard.

The Air Guard “hosted the training at an
off-site university campus in order to accom¬
modate a larger number ofpeople,” explained

Nationally recognized diversityexpert, Dr.
SamuelBetances, makes apointduring the
seminar.

Chief Master Sgt. Susan Shonka, one of the
event organizers. “That made it possible to invite
members of the Army National Guard and mem¬
bers of the local civilian corporate community.”

“We hoped that by inviting civilians in our
communities, itmight help local employers and
potential recruiting sources see the quality of
training and vision present in the National Guard
today,” she said.

State Headquarters continues to receive
enthusiastic and positive comments from those
who were able to attend.

Topics such as “Changing Our Attitudes to
Enhance our Vision,” “Compliance vs. Diversity”
and “Sidetracking Diversity” were addressed by
Dr. Betances, who said “demographic changes are
driving the need to develop new strategies, new
behaviors and new attitudes about how we

. . ;

conduct business today and in the future.”
With the Guard’s senior leadership in

attendance, the command emphasis on diversity
as an issue raises its importance. Their support
of creating a more diverse Guard force—
support that increases the probability that the
Guard more likely reflect the diversity within
the state— stood out as a major theme during
the seminar. A statement Maj. Gen. Harrison
captured succinctly.

“None of us should be satisfied with

letting circumstances shape ourNational Guard.
We must do the shaping ourselves,” he said.
“We can and will do that by visualizing what we
should be in the future and making it happen.”

Attendess from both the Florida National
Guardand the civilian corporate
communityparticipated in the week-
long seminarat the UniversityofNorth
Florida in Jacksonville.

Observations ofa seminarparticipant
By Chief Master Sgt. Susan Shonka
Florida Air National Guard

The big question however, is how to
achieve diversity in an institution with rigid
personnel policies and a history of slow move¬
ment in social issues?

There is a general understanding that the
Guard is facing an increased operational tempo
brought on by increased reliance by the active
forces. This produces increased workload and
ultimately, increased stress. The idea of adjust¬
ing one’s decision making process to promote

“diversity of thought” may not seem practical,
when dealing with today’s critical mission require¬
ments.

The truth, brought out during this seminar, is
that promotion ofdiversity actually increases
teamwork through building feelings of inclusive¬
ness and generating a spirit ofmutual respect and
value. Our individual contributions are energized
when the leadership of the team creates the
opportunity for our voices to be heard.

The first step toward a more inclusive
workforce is an increased awareness of the issues,
concerns, problems and opportunities that effect
us.

The next step is action. While most often

initiated by the command leadership, we must all
understand the concept and participate—- it
must flow from each person as a personal
commitment. Our individual actions can be as

simple as the act of listening for the first time to
an opinion from someone you had previously
not considered. It may also be as difficult as
speaking up when you observe disrespect or
blatant non-inclusive behavior.

As the Florida National Guard enters a

new century, our future success depends on the
purpose, character and vision of our people.
Our actions in the quest to fully integrate the
concept ofdiversity will be a source of strength
and pride for all.

CBTS hosts Melrose Elem. children formilitary history tour
On May 26, Melrose Elementary Pre-K

class and Clarence Clayton ofClayton’s Photogra¬
phy went on a field trip to Camp Blanding.

The class was greeted by Lt. Col. Richard
Pinson at the gate and then he led the class
through the Camp Blanding Museum,Memorial
Park and FloridaRegimental Memorial.

During the tour, students walked through the
pages of Florida history for veterans, their fami¬
lies, children, and grandchildren.

At the museum, the children saw World War
II Barracks, photo exhibits, mannequins in uni¬

form, and other artifacts. The class was in
amazement when they walked through the Memo¬
rial Park, amemorabilia exhibition area surround¬
ing the lagoon.

There were monuments to honor recipients
of the “Medal ofHonor,” “Purple Heart,” and
former prisoners of war.

Then it was off to the “Florida Regimental
Memorial.” When the children saw the large
marble edifice that shows the areas ofwar service

by Florida National Guard units and a roster of
Florida National Guardsmen who lost their lives in

service, they were in awe.

Following the tour, Pinson escorted the class
down to Kingsley Lake to the family picnic area
and playground, where he joined them for lunch
and a little fun.

As they departed Camp Blanding, Mrs.
Smith and her “Pre-K” class thanked Lt. Colonel
Pinson for a very informative and excitingly fun
filled time on the installation.

(Article courtesy the Keystone Heights
Monitor, June 22,2000.)
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125th
FW

takes
on
the

MiG-29

The Air Guard’s 125th

Fign Wing now has
more experience against
the MiG-29 Fulcrum than

any other American
military flying unit.

Above left: One of the German MiG-29’s (right) trails an F-15 Eagle. Top photo: Inside a shelterat LaageAir Force Base. Above right: a C-5A
Galaxy sits on the flightline asmembers of the 125th Fighter Wing upload their equipment. (Photos by TSgt. Shaun Withers, 125th FW)

MSgt. Kevin Owens (top), an aircraftcrewchief, prepares
to service his F-15 on the flightline. Above, TSgt. Guy

Reinecke (right) andan unidentified crewchief (left) work
on one aircraft, whileMSgt. Dana Gaffney, checks

munition stockspriorofassembly.

Air crews learn to win

against MiG-29 during
recent deployment

.^^.ir crews and support personnel from
the Florida Air National Guard’s 125th Fighter
Wing (FW) were the first Air National Guard unit
to deploy to Laage, Germany, a town located
north of Berlin, in what was once a Communist
Bloc Air Force Base.

The unit personnel and their F-15 Eagles
went to Laage Air Force Base in May to fly
against Germany’s most sophisticated aircraft.

The exercise was designed to teach pilots
how to successfully engage and win battles
against the Mig-29 Fulcrum. The Fulcrum is one
of the most advanced and maneuverable fighters
in the world and is employed by many nations
with hostile intentions toward the United States.

In fact, American forces engaged the MiG-
29 in both Iraq and Bosnia. The unit now has
more experience against the Fulcrum than any
other American unit.

While in Germany, pilots flew missions
fighting the Fulcrum in two phases: close-in, dog-
fighting, “Basic FighterManeuvers” and longer
range “Beyond Visual Range” engagements.

Twenty full- and part-time FLANG pilots
participated in the training. An additional 65
personnel were airlifted to Germany to provide
support for the deployment including airmen
responsible for maintaining the aircraft, providing
aircraft and equipment supplies, guarding the
aircraft and associated equipment and those
providing operational support to the pilots.

The 125th FW returned to their home base
at Jacksonville International Airport from Germany
following the two-week deployment.
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Chapman is Guard’s first femaleMajor General
By Master Sgt. Bob Haskell
National Guard Bureau

An accomplished nurse who is focusing
her considerable energies on caring for older
soldiers has become the first woman in the Army
National Guard to be promoted to major
general.

Marianne Mathewson-

Chapman, from the Florida Army
National Guard, received her second
star on May’s thirdMonday morning in
a Pentagon room dressed with the
portraits of such five-star Army luminar¬
ies as Dwight Eisenhower, George
Marshall and Douglas MacArthur.

The Desert Storm veteran who
has staked hermilitary and civilian
career on the idea that every soldier
counts was clearly the center of some
high-powered attention.

Lt. Gen. Ronald Blanck, the
Army Surgeon General, and Maj. Gen.
Roger Schultz, Director of the Army
National Guard, pinned her new stars
on Mathewson-Chapman. Lt. Gen.
Russell Davis, Chief of the National
Guard Bureau, attended the ceremony
as did two female generals, Air Guard
Maj. Gen. Irene Trowell-Harris and Air
Force Brig. Gen. Donna Barbisch.

“She is a super clinician, a
wonderful leader, a mentor and a
terrific person,” praised Blanck of the
12th woman major general serving
Army-wide.

“It is an honor to serve with
this soldier,” said Schultz.

They know her well.
Mathewson-Chapman, who holds a
doctorate in nursing, is the Army’s
Deputy Surgeon General to Blanck and a special
assistant to Schultz, who heads this country’s
force of 350,000 Army Guard soldiers.

She is also a medical consultant toMaj.
Gen. Ronald Harrison, the adjutant general for
Florida and the civilian director for the Federal

Strategic Health Alliance at the Veterans Health
System in Bay Pines, near St. Petersburg.

She links Defense Department and
Veterans Administration health care assets with
members of reserve components in Florida, Puerto
Rico and Virgin Islands.

“The Guard is a healthy force, better than
society in general,” observedMathewson-
Chapman, who specializes in chronic illness,
including prostate cancer, which afflicts oldermen.

“But men between 40 and 60 need a lot
of health education because they tend not to take
very good care of themselves and delay seeking
medical care. It’s as if they fell asleep during
Health 101,” she added.

“That’s why I advocate health promotion
and prevention, such as watching their diets,

exercising regularly, controlling their blood
pressure and stopping smoking. That costs a lot
less than medical treatment and disability
claims.”

The reputation she has acquired since
1975 while serving with Army Guard armor
troops in California and with artillery citizen-
soldiers in Pennsylvania and Florida preceded her
to the Pentagon ceremony.

This was the nurse who used to peer into
tanks at the National Training Center in California
to make sure Guard soldiers were wearing their
hearing protection. This was the nurse who set up
lemonade stands outside Mojave Desert briefing
tents to make sure soldiers had plenty to drink.

“She put her foot down and let it be
known that soldiers counted,” recalled Army

Guard Medical Service Corps Maj.
Darlene McCurdy, who served close to
Mathewson-Chapman on a wind-swept
sheep pasture in southwestern Turkey
during a three-week training exercise
in September 1989.

When she went to war nearly 10
years ago with the Florida Guard’s
202nd Medical Group during Desert
Storm, Mathewson-Chapman became
deputy chief nurse for the 3rd Medical
Command in Saudi Arabia. She helped
establish 44 active and reserve compo¬
nent hospitals in five Southwest Asian
countries.

Caring for people in uniform was
a natural calling for the Kansas-bom
Mathewson-Chapman who began her
military nursing career in 1970 as an
ensign at the U.S. Naval Regional
Medical Center in San Diego, Calif.

Hermother, Jeanne Mathewson,
was a Navy nurse in California and
Florida during World War II. Her
father, Marine Capt. Robert
Mathewson, was a World War II
fighter pilot and a helicopter pilot who
was rescued after getting shot down
during the Korean Conflict.

Her father is deceased, but
Mathewson-Chapman’s mother
attended the two-star promotion
ceremony that was hailed as a mile¬
stone for Total Force integration and

for the National Guard’s medical community.
Mathewson-Chapman’s husband Robert

and youngest daughter Heather, a high school
cadet at the Admiral Farragut Academy in St.
Petersburg, Fla., were also there.

So was the general’s younger sister,
Alaska Air Guard Maj. Judy Mathewson.

An older daughter, Helena, is an Army
ROTC cadet at Florida Southern College studying
in Spain.

Other family ties also bind Mathewson-
Chapman to the National Guard.

Her older brother Joseph has retired as a
colonel from the California Army Guard, and her
sister-in-law, Sheila Dominguez, is a lieutenant
colonel.

Known as a “a super clinician ” and “a
wonderful leader, ”Maj. Gen. Mathewson-
Chapman brings her health philosophy to new
heights as the DeputySurgeon General, a
position that will allow her to influencemedical
policy formore than 350,000 NationalGuard
soldiers.

Command of STARC-passes from Craig to Widener
By Spc. Cynthia Hail
STARC PAO

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - February 6,
2000 marked the end ofMaj. Lisa Craig’s
tenure as the State Area Command comman¬
dant.

During the change of command cer¬
emony, she extended her gratitude to all of the
soldiers who she worked not only side-by-side
with, but also to those who contributed to her
successful command in other ways.

She also remarked, that though she was in
a sense sad that she would be moving on, she
was indeed confident that State Area Command
would be left in capable hands.

The hands into which Craig passed
command belong toMaj. MarkWidener for¬

merly of the 269th Engineer Battalion. Widener
commented on the quality of the unit and how he
would endeavor to keep standards high.

Among those in attendance were Maj. Gen.
Ronald O. Harrison, the Adjutant General of
Florida, and Brig. Gen. Jimmy R. Watson, the
Assistant AdjutantGeneral - Army, who remem¬
bered in his commentary how he was always able
to depend on Craig and her soldiers no matter
what time or day of the week.

Also in attendance was Craig’s husband,
Lee, who was presented with a plaque in appre¬
ciation ofhis support.

Craig enlisted in the Florida Army National
Guard in 1978 with the 153rd Finance Depart¬
ment. After transferring to State Area Command
and completing the Basic Noncommissioned
Officer’s Course, she then enrolled in the Officer

Candidate Program where she became the first
female to receive the Erickson Trophy. She will
now assume the position of Comptroller for the
United States Property and Fiscal Office.

Craig is a native of St. Augustine, Fla.
where she resides with her husband Lee,
children, Kelly and Michael.

Widener enlisted in the Army in 1977
where he was trained at the Special Forces
School for weapons and communications. Upon
his release from active duty he joined the Florida
National Guard in 1982.

He assumed responsibility of the environ¬
mental program in 1993 and currently holds that
full time position. Widener, a Virginia native, has
resided in Florida since 1967, has a wife, Dawn,
and four children, Christopher, Michael, Anne
Marie andMaggie.
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‘Woody’ Braswell
Florida Guard loses most decorated soldier

William “Woody” Woodward Braswell
left this world as quietly and humbly as he lived
his 82 years. His departure on February 25,
2000 left a considerable void in the ranks of
Florida National Guard veterans.

“Woody” was a soldier who really
deserved the label of hero. In addition to two

Purple Hearts and a Bronze Star Medal for
valor, this unassuming man was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross, second only to the
Medal ofHonor for recognition of courage and
sacrifice in combat.

Life began forWoody in Jacksonville,
Florida on February 4,1918. He graduated
from Andrew Jackson High School in the spring
of 1936, as war clouds gathered over Europe
and Asia. Like many young men of his genera¬
tion, Woody was guided by a sense of patrio¬
tism and responsibility, which led him to join
the Florida National Guard.

He was mobilized for federal service on
November 25, 1940, with Company G, 124th
Infantry. During the war, he served with the
124th Infantry at Camp Blanding and Fort
Benning, and with other units until his deploy¬
ment to the Southwest Pacific in 1944.

William “Woody” Woodward Braswell
1918-2000

Upon his arrival in the Pacific theater, he
was assigned as a platoon sergeant with the
19th Infantry, 24th Infantry Division on Leyte
Island in the Philippines, and saw considerable
action during the fighting to retake this impor¬
tant region.

He received the Distinguished Service
Cross for his bravery on Mindanao Island in
May 1945 for his heroic actions while protect¬
ing and attempting to save the life of one of his
men. He carried the physical scars of his
efforts for the rest ofhis life.

When Woody passed away, he left
behind a legacy of kindness and courage that
not only inspired his family, but all those with
whom he came into contact.

As the most decorated Florida Guards¬
man from the Second World War, Woody
could have expected and received a great deal
of attention. But he chose to return to his

family and friends in Jacksonville and to live
the rest of his life as an example of the true
citizen soldier ofour nation.

He will be missed by all those who knew
him, and his present and future comrades in the
Florida National Guard.
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Adjutant General

Maj. Gen. Ronald O. Harrison
Assistant AG-Army

Brig. Gen. Jimmy R. Watson
Assistant AG-Air

Brig. Gen. Douglas Burnett
Special Asst, to the AG for Public Affairs

Col. Neil Perry
Public Affairs Officer-Fla. National Guard

Lt. Col. Greg Moore
Public Information Director-Dept. of Military Affairs

Mr. Jon Myatt
107th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Maj. Lillian Pitts, Commander


