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Keystone Heights—Public Works Supervisor Kenny Hall and Code Enforcement and 
Zoning official Lynn Rutkowski unveil additions to the city’s farmers’ market sign, which 
indicate the event’s closing during July and August. 
Meanwhile, the Keystone market’s former manager, Cheryl Owen, is leading a group of 
vendors to set up a summer market at Midway’s Faith Presbyterian Church.  Owen wrote 
in a press release that the new organization is called The Vendors Farmers Market, and 
it will open on Saturdays between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
 “The Vendors invite all their customers to drive a little further and come have fun,” 
wrote Owen. “Coffee and Music will be back.  New vendors or vendors that have been 
gone for a while are invited to come share the shade.”
Faith Presbyterian Church is located at 2738 SE S.R. 21, between Melrose and Keystone 
Heights.

One market closes, another set to start

Our Country Day Parade Grand 
Marshal was Monitor’s first editor

Principals 
to school 
board: 
stop 
interfering

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

FLEMING ISLAND-Five 
Clay County school principals 
told the school board during 
a June 20 meeting that board 
members have lost their 
focus and are interfering into 
management areas that belong to 
the superintendent.

The five administrators, Lee 
Oliver, principal of Plantation 
Oaks Elementary, Tracey 
Kendrick, principal of Clay 
Hill Elementary, Linda Pratt, 
principal of Swimming Pen 
Creek Elementary, David 
McDonald, principal of J.R. 
Wilkinson Junior High and 
Susan Sailor, principal of 
Keystone Heights Junior Senior 
High School, spoke against a 
district administrator hiring 
freeze that board member Janice 
Kerekes had proposed.   

Oliver, Kendrick, Pratt and 
Sailor served on a steering 
committee that before the June 
20 school board meeting, raised 
campaign contributions for 
Betsy Condon, who is running 
against school board member 
Tina Bullock. 

Oliver told board members 
that administrators at the district 
office provide valuable support 
to schools.

“We depend on these positions 
to keep us up and running at the 
most efficient level possible,” 
she said.

Oliver accused board 
members of meddling into the 
management of schools and 
using the district to advance 
their own political agendas.

“The micromanaging of the 
district by the board is appalling 
to me and to our community,” 
she said.  “I have never seen a 
board behave in such a manner. 
Why have you lost your focus 
of what you are here for and 
what your priorities are? Your 
objective is clear. You are on a 
mission, not for our children, but 
for some self-serving motive that 
we are all aware of.”

Oliver also told board 
members they had lost focus of 
the central mission of the school 
district.

“Please turn your attention 
back to our children, their 
growth, their achievement and 
the improvement of our schools. 
This is what’s important to us 
and what used to be important 
to you.”

Kendrick told board members 
that one of their new policies, 
which requires board review 
of any vacant job, has put an 
important grant in jeopardy.

“Due to delays by this board, 
the supervisor for elementary 
education position was so 
delayed, that the position has only 
just now been recommended for 
appointment,” she said.  

Kendrick added that the 
supervisor for elementary 
education writes the Title 1 grant 
for the district and that the grant 
application is due on June 30.

“Title 1 funds are used to 
support tutoring, extended 
day, transportation, reading 
interventions and technology to 
include iPads, which I deployed 
to fourth, fifth and sixth 
graders,” she said.   

Kendrick told the board that 
its new personnel policies have 
affected the classroom.

“These continual delays and 
threats against district staff 
members is negatively impacting 
the children,” she said. 

She also said the delay in the 

See PRINCIPALS, 2A

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—
The Grand Marshal for the 
2014 Our Country Day Parade 
comes from one of the founding 
families of Keystone Heights 
and was the first editor of the 
Lake Region Monitor.

Linda Walker Wharton was 
born in Jacksonville and moved 
to Keystone Heights in 1938 
with her parents, Lindsay and 
Lois Walker.  The Walkers built 
a Standard Oil gasoline station 
on the southeast corner of S.R. 
21 and S.R. 100 in the late 1930s.

To accommodate growth, 
Lindsay Walker moved to a 
larger station on the southwest 
corner of the same intersection 
in 1941 and added boats and 
fishing gear to his inventory.  

Walker, who died in 1967, was 
mayor of Keystone Heights from 
1962-1963 and was a member of 
the city council from 1942-1946.  
He was also one of the founding 
members of the Keystone 
Heights Golf and Country Club 
and a past president of the Rotary 
Club.  

In 1980, the city council 
designated S.R. 100 within the 
city limits as Walker Drive in 
honor of the businessman and 
community leader. 

Linda Walker attended a 
red brick, three-room school 
in Keystone Heights before 
graduating to Melrose High 
School in the eighth grade.  She 
completed her senior year in 
Cuthbert, Georgia and attended 
Wesleyan College in Macon 
before marrying Jim Wharton 
and moving to Orlando.  

In the 1950s the couple 
returned to Keystone Heights 
to take over operations of the 
Standard Oil station.  

Linda Wharton was one of 
the first female members of the 
Keystone Heights Volunteer 
Fire Department.  She was 
also an organizer of an annual 
swimming program at Keystone 
Beach, which was sponsored by 
the Rotary Club and managed by 
Camp Immokalee counselors. 

In the early 70s, Wharton had 
established herself as a writer, 
penning social columns for the 
Gainesville Sun and Bradford 
County Telegraph.   

In 1973, Telegraph publisher 
John Miller persuaded Wharton 
to edit Keystone Heights’ first 
newspaper, the Lake Region 
Monitor. Wharton launched the 
operation by moving a kitchen 
table and portable typewriter 
into the gas station, which 
became the first office for the 
Monitor.  

Wharton’s first edition, on 
May 10, 1973 reported that 
the city was abandoning its 
plans for a municipal water 
and sewer system.  She also 
reported that 18 co-eds were 
competing for Miss KHHS and 
that Fire Chief Huntley Redfearn 
and the rest of the Keystone 
Heights Fire Department were 
honoring retiring volunteer Jack 
Haberstroh.

Wharton oversaw the 
publication’s growth from six 
to twelve tabloid pages and was 
soon joined by Helen Egan and 
later, Faye Greek. Keystone 
residents soon dubbed Wharton 
and Greek “The Snoop Sisters” 
because of their aggressive 
reporting.

Staying true to her roots, 
Wharton focused on social 
news and developed one of the 
Monitor’s most popular features 
and Wharton’s favorite: The 
Keystone Kapers. 

In a 2011 interview, Wharton 
said her least favorite part of 
the job was assembling the 
publication on Tuesday nights, 
sometimes remaining at the 
Telegraph office in Starke until 
three or four the following 
morning. 

She also said she gained 
an appreciation for what the 
newspaper meant to her readers, 
serving as a focal point for the 

community and strengthening 
connections among Lake Region 
residents.

“I think it was a connection 
to the town, to things happening 
and to other people in town,” 
she said of the newspaper. “(We) 
had a lot of subscriptions to 
kids in college and it was their 

In this 1980 photo, City Council Member Bruce McRae and 
Linda Wharton install new street signs after the council 
named S.R. 100 within Keystone Heights as Walker Drive, 
in honor of Wharton’s father, Robert Lindsay Walker.  

Green Cove 
Springs 
business 
owner pleads 
guilty to tax 
refund theft

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

JACKSONVILLE—A 
Fleming Island resident faces 
a maximum sentence of 10 
years in federal prison after he  
pleaded guilty on June 26 to 
stealing government property 

Abass Issa, 47, may also 
have to repay $1.9 million 
in fraudulently obtained tax 
refunds. 

According to a plea agreement, 
Issa owned and operated a 
convenience store in Green Cove 
Springs known as V&J Stores 
Inc. 

Antoun Arbaji, who 
previously pleaded guilty on 
May 27, owned and operated 
another convenience store, Fina 
Express, a few blocks away.

In 2011, Issa began obtaining 
fraudulent tax refund checks and 
fraudulently-obtained refund 
anticipation loan checks from a 
source in Tampa.  Issa, in turn, 
located individuals like Arbaji 
who, for a percentage fee, would 
cash the checks through their 
business accounts. After cashing 
the checks, Arbaji would remit 
the cash proceeds to Issa, who in 
turn, would keep a fee and remit 
the remainder of the proceeds 
to the source of the checks in 
Tampa. 

During 2011, Arbaji cashed 
more than $1.5 million in 
fraudulently-obtained tax refund 
checks and more than $400,000 
in fraudulently-obtained refund 

See GUILTY, 3A

See WHARTON, 3A

July 4th activities
Keystone Heights
Friday July 4, 7 a.m. Our 

Country Day 5K run
Friday July 4, 11 a.m. Our 

Country Day parade
Friday July 4, evening, 

Our Country Day fireworks

Melrose
Friday July 4, 11 a.m., 

Melrose Boat Parade
Friday July 4, 4 p.m., 

Melrose sign installation
Friday July 4, 6-9 p.m. 

Melrose Art walk
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Keystone Heights-area property crimes

(1) On June 15, a cell phone was stolen from The Keystone Saloon on S.R. 100. The cell 
phone was last known to be in the back pocket of the owner on the dance floor. 

(2) On June 13, a bicycle was stolen from the front yard at a residence on Baylor Avenue.

(3) On June 17, a welder and copper cable were stolen from the front yard at a residence 
on Oakbrook Court.

(4) On June 20, a gate was damaged at the Mike Roess Gold Head State Park on S.R. 21.

(5) On June 25, there was an attempt to steal money from a vending machine at the 
Blue Lagoon Car Wash on Cargo Way. There were signs of forced entry into the vending 
machine, but it was not entered.  

(6) On June 25, a front window was damaged with what appeared to be a BB gun or pellet 
rifle at a residence on Firetower Road. 

(7) On June 26, a lawn mower was stolen from the front yard at a residence on Cascade 
Drive.
 
(8) On June 29, a lawnmower was stolen from the back yard at a residence on Baylor 
Avenue.

Clay commission stays out of DJJ cost-sharing fight
BY DAN HILDEBRAN

Monitor Editor
GREEN COVE SPRINGS—

Clay County Commissioners 
decided to stay out of a 
dispute involving the Florida 
Department of Juvenile Justice, 
the Florida Association of 
Counties and 23 individual 
counties, over how the state 
agency bills local jurisdictions 
for juvenile defendants’ pre-
disposition detention costs. 

Under a 2004 Florida law, the 
state’s 38 largest counties must 
share in the costs of housing 
juvenile defendants while their 
cases are proceeding through 
the juvenile justice system.  The 
legislature exempted smaller 
counties from having to pay part 
of the expenses.

For several years, DJJ has 
billed the counties 75 percent of 
the detention costs.  However, 
the agency recently tried to 
increase the counties’ portion to 
89 percent.   A Florida appeals 
court rebuffed that attempt.  

Last year, Clay County paid 
over $1 million in juvenile 
detention costs using the higher 
percentage and county officials 
claim the county is due a credit 
of around $333,000, based on the 
court’s decision. 

This year, a bill in the 
legislature would have fixed the 
cost sharing at 50-50 between 
local governments and the state.  
The measure failed because 
the counties wanted the bill 
to include a provision that the 
state credit the counties $140 
million in previous costs DJJ 
collected from counties based 
on the 89-percent cost-sharing 
allocation that the court ruled 

illegal.  
On June 16, the Florida 

Association of Counties and the 
28 individual counties filed a 
petition with the Florida Division 
of Administrative Hearings.  
The petition claimed that during 
the current fiscal year, DJJ 
implemented a rule which moved 
57 percent of detention costs to 
the counties.  The association 
and the counties claimed the new 
rule violated Florida statutes and 
court decisions.

During the June 24 Clay 

County Commission meeting, 
County Attorney Mark Scruby 
told commissioners they could 
join the petition.  

Commissioner Ronnie 
Robinson said he favored joining 
the petition because of the 
amount of money involved in the 
dispute.  

Board Chairman Wendell 
Davis said joining the action 
would be a “huge waste of 
money”.

appointment of the supervisor 
for elementary education has put 
her own planning on hold.

“I can’t move forward with 
my plans for my school year 
and what I am going to do and 
what I would like to do-which is 
to expand my iPad initiative to 
my third graders-until I know 
what’s going to happen with 
Title 1,” she said.  “And I don’t 
know what is going to happen 
with Title 1 until that person has 
been approved, allocated and 
appointed.  The continual delays 
must stop.   We cannot get the 
job done at our schools.”

Pratt told the board that its 
personnel policies might slow 
the district’s preparations for re-
accreditation.

She said that during the 
current school year, the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools will examine Clay’s 41 
schools for a 5-year review.

“In order to successfully 
develop, plan and implement a 
successful SACS accreditation 
review, it is vital that all district 
allocations are approved,” she 
told the board. “We depend on 
district personnel to assist us in 
this district-wide accreditation.  
I beg you to approve your district 
allocations, to support us in the 
41 schools, to support your 
teachers and support staff.”

McDonald complained to the 
board that the focus of recent 
board meetings appeared to be 
on governance, rather than on 
students. 

“As you look at the agenda 
tonight, the agenda items, there 
doesn’t seem to be a single item 
on the agenda that has anything 
to do with students, student 
achievement, student growth or 
student caring,” he said.  “It’s 
all about board governance and 
those types of things.”

McDonald also questioned 
board members’ motive for the 
new  personnel policies, asking 
if they truly came from alarm 
over the district’s deteriorating 
financial position, “or perhaps 
your obvious, intense dislike 
for our superintendent and his 
fully legal responsibility and 
obligation to fill the positions 

allocated by this board.”
McDonald criticized a series 

of policies enacted over the past 
year by 3-2 votes supported by 
board Chair Carol Studdard 
and members Tina Bullock and 
Janice Kerekes.  Those measures 
restricted Superintendent 
Charlie Van Zant’s hiring and 
purchasing authority. 

“I ask you to consider the 
fact that a long series of 3-2 
votes that changed long-
established policies in divisions 
and departments, which have 
functioned systematically and 
effectively prior to 2012 does 
not make them right or good 
decisions,” he said. 

Sailor echoed McDonald’s 
claim that recent board action 
appeared devoid of initiatives 
that would improve student 
performance.

“Unfortunately, it’s been over 
a year since I’ve seen any board 
agenda items directly related to 
student achievement, what we 
spend 100 percent of our time 
working toward,” she said.  “I 
would ask that you return your 
focus to the students of this 
district and remove yourself from 
areas that seem to encompass 
all your time and emotions, but 
over which you have no statutory 
authority.”

Sailor asserted that the board, 
in passing its new personnel 
policies, exceeded the authority 
granted to it by Florida law. 

“You have no statutory 
authority to freeze or eliminate 
allocated positions, once a 
nomination has been made by 
the superintendent,” she said.  

She also agreed with Oliver 
that the board’s policies have 
affected classroom performance.

“Continuing to stall, delay 
and combat the superintendent 
and district office personnel is 
negatively impacting children,” 
she said. 

Board member Janice Kerekes 
rejected McDonald’s and 
Sailor’s claims that the board has 
abandoned actions that relate 
to student achievement.  She 
pointed out that the hiring freeze 
was the 61st item on the June 30 
board agenda.

“If anybody is looking at the 
consent agenda,” she said, “look 
at the first 46 items that are on 
it.  Every one of those relate to 
student achievement.  So to say 
that the board is sitting here and 
not focusing on our students 
and our students’ needs is not 
accurate.”

She also defended the board’s 
personnel policies saying 
they were within the board’s 
responsibility for ensuring the 
financial stability of the district.

“We need to look everywhere 
we can to cut dollars,” she said.  

Kerekes pointed out that 
board members still need to 
find $900,000 in cuts in order to 
raise the district’s fund balance 
to three percent of district 
revenues, the threshold set by 
state law marking financial 
stability for school districts. 

“So unless we start looking 
at different ways to save money 
that is not going to hurt any 
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Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church (LCMS)

Sunday School 9 a.m. Worship Service at 10 a.m.
4900 NW 182nd Way • Starke

(Entrance to Conerly Estates on S.R. 16)
  (904) gslcstarke@aol.com

Everyone Welcome!

Children’s Church 10 a.m.

Welcome Home To

4004 SE State Road 21, Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Son-shine Worship in our Fellowship Hall
Ed Stark speaking on
Contemporary Worship in our MMC
Traditional Worship in our Sanctuary
Dr. Tom Farmer will be preaching on

Romans 8: 38-39

Dinner (call 352-473-3829 for reservations)
followed by
Bible Study by Dr. Tom Farmer, Jr.
Series:  

Summer in the City Band begins rehearsals3 qualify for Clay School Board District 1
BY DAN HILDEBRAN

Monitor Editor
Three candidates are facing 

off for the District 1 School 
Board seat, including incumbent 
Janice Kerekes.  District 1 covers 
all of Fleming Island and the 
portion of Middleburg south of 
Doctors Lake, Brickyard Road 
and Old Jennings Road and east 
of Knight Boxx Road and Little 
Black Creek. However, all Clay 
County voters can vote in the 
election because school board 
candidates run county-wide. 

Janice Kerekes
Kerekes is a long-time 

volunteer and board member for 
nonprofit groups.  She has served 
on the boards of Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters of Clay County 
and Children’s Lighthouse 
Learning Center. When 20-year 
board member Carol Vallencourt 
chose not to seek reelection in 
2010, she endorsed Kerekes who 
defeated Alesia Ford-Burse, Eric 
Jeffe and Lynn W. Martin..

Through June 20, Kerekes 
raised $18,486 for her campaign. 
Notable contributors include 
Clay County Republican 
Executive Committee member 
Steve Boccieri, Orange Park 
Town Council member James 
Renninger, school board Chair 
Carol Studdard, attorney 
John Fagan, former school 
superintendents Ben Wortham 
and Ann Wiggins, Clay County 
Commission candidate and 
former school board member 
Wayne Bolla, Clay Education 
PAC, attorney and former school 
board candidate Joe Wiggins, 
former Charter Commission 
member and former school board 
candidate Karen Lake, Clay 

County Education Association 
President Renna Lee Paiva, 
school board attorney Bruce 
Bickner, Clay County Planning 
Commission members Ralph 
Puckhaber and Rick Bebout, 
Lake Education Association and 
former State Rep. Chance Irvine.

Kerekes claims a net worth 
of $206,012 on her financial 
disclosure form with household 
goods and personal effects valued 
at $215,000 and a home valued 
at $285,000.  The only liability 
she lists on the disclosure is a 
$295,000 mortgage and her sole 
income is from her school board 
salary of $32,187.

 
Kenny Leigh

Leigh is a Jacksonville native, 
Marine Corps veteran and 
Fleming Island resident with 
four children in Clay County 
public schools.  He is a former 
assistant state attorney.  His 
law firm, Kenny Leigh and 
Associates, represents men 
only in family law cases.  The 
firm has offices in Jacksonville, 
Fleming Island, Gainesville, 
Daytona Beach, Boca Raton and 
Ft. Walton Beach.

Leigh got the attention of 
political observers in February 
when he put $100,000 into his 
campaign account.  

Leigh is a client of Keystone 
Heights-based political 
consultant Matt Justice. 

Through June 20, 
contributions to Leigh’s 
campaign totaled $104,776, 
including his personal loan to 
the campaign of $100,000. Other 
notable contributors include 
former State Senator and Florida 
Secretary of Education Jim 
Horne and American General 

Properties in Jacksonville. 
Leigh claims a net worth 

of $2.3 million with $1.265 
million in real estate and a 
$1.5 million interest in his law 
firm.  He lists a mortgage of 
$778,135 and automobile loans 
of $88,272 as liabilities. Salary 
and distributions from his law 
firm totaled $643,154.

Quote: “My most important 
roles are that of a husband 
and father. That’s why I’m 
running for School Board. As 
an educator, my wife Heather 
served as a public school teacher 
in Green Cove Springs and our 
children currently attend Clay 
County Schools. We believe it’s 
time to focus on our students 
again. I know how important it 
is to have strong compassionate 
leadership on the school board.”

Amber Harmony 
Shepherd 

Shepherd is the director of 
career services at Fortis College 
in Orange Park. She previously 
held a similar position at Everest 
University and also has an 
accounting background.

According to her profile on 
the Clay County Supervisor of 
Elections website, Shepherd, her 
husband and two children enjoy 
outdoor activities like camping 
and fishing as well as reading 
and watching “Duck Dynasty.”

Her two children attend Clay 
County public schools.

In an interview, Shepherd said 
one reason she decided to run 
for the seat was the incumbent’s 
attempts to have the school 
superintendent appointed rather 
than elected. 

“I was very concerned when 
she (Ms. Kerekes) decided that 
the vote of the citizens was no 
longer a valid method of selecting 
a school superintendent and 
sought to overturn the vote and 
have the board vote and appoint 
a superintendent of their choice.”

Through June 20, Shepherd 
raised $14,864. Notable 
contributors include school board 
member Johnna McKinnon, 
former school superintendent 

candidate Fred S. Gottshalk, 
District 4 county commission 
candidate Stanley Pfenning, 
former school board candidate 
Carla Cran, Charter Commission 
member and Soil and Water 
Conservation District candidate 
Travis Christensen, Tax 
Collector Jimmy Weeks, Fortis 
College Academic Dean Evelyn 
Presley, Florida House candidate 
Ken Willey, Jacksonville 
contractor W.W. Gay, Palatka 
automotive dealerships Beck 
Chevrolet Buick GMC, Beck 
Ford Lincoln, Beck Chrysler 
Dodge Jeep and Beck Nissan, 
Green Cove Springs business 
Ronnie Robinson Inc., Broads-
Raines Funeral Home in Green 
Cove Springs, Clay County Port 
Inc., Jacksonville surveyor Clary 
& Associates Inc. and county 
commission candidate and 
former school board member 
Wayne Bolla. 

According to her financial 
disclosure form, Shepherd’s net 
worth is $16,110.  The only assets 
she lists are household goods and 
personal effects worth $25,000 
and the only debt she reports 
is an $8,890 loan from Carmax 
Auto Financing.  She also lists 
an annual income of $45,423 
from Career Training Institute 
of Orlando Inc., which operates 
under the fictitious name of 
Fortis College in Orange Park.

Fleming Island 
crash injures 7

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

FLEMING ISLAND—The 
driver of a tractor-trailer rear-
ended an SUV on U.S. 17 

anticipation loan checks using 
his Fina Express business 
account. 

After cashing the checks, 
he delivered the proceeds to 
Issa, who, after collecting his 
fee, delivered the remaining 
proceeds to a source in Tampa. 
The individual in Tampa was 
prosecuted in the Northern 
District of Florida. 

Many of the fraudulent tax 
refund checks and refund 
anticipation loan checks were 
obtained in the names of 

individuals who were dead when 
the tax returns were filed.

According to court records, 
the Internal Revenue Service-
Criminal Investigations and the 
United States Secret Service 
seized more than $352,000 from 
Arbaji’s bank account prior to 
the return of an indictment in 
this case. 

In May, Arbaji and Issa were 
two of five people arrested by 
Clay County deputies, Green 
Cove Springs police and other 
law enforcement officers. 

Green Cove Springs police 
started investigating Issa and 
Arbaji in June of 2011, in 
connection with a suspected 
organized theft ring.

 The sheriff’s office said that 
during undercover operations, 
law enforcement officers saw 
the defendants purchase stolen 
merchandise.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—The Kiwanis Summer in the City Band held an organizational 
meeting at Keystone Heights High School on June 19. Organizer Steve Hart reported that 
the get-together was well attended and that he anticipates about 25 participants. About 
one-half of the band members are high school students.  The remainder are adults.  
Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the school’s band room. Anyone interested 
in playing can contact Steve Hart at 352-281-8297 for more information.
Pictured at right is Music Director, Michael Raftice, introducing himself to the group.  
Photo courtesy of Steve Hart.

GUILTY
Continued from 1A

connection to the community 
and to their hometown.”

After 13 years editing the 
Monitor, Wharton moved onto 
the real estate business, first as 
an agent and later as a secretary 
for Helen Hersey Realty.  

Today Wharton is retired and  
is a member of the Keystone 
United Methodist Church and 
sings in the choir. Her two 
daughters, Kathy and Laura also 
live in the area.

WHARTON
Continued from 1A

Thursday afternoon, causing 
a chain reaction that damaged 
eight vehicles and sent six people 
to area hospitals with minor 
injuries, according to the Florida 
Highway Patrol.

According to an FHP 
report, Harold McGill, 53, of 
Jacksonville was driving a 
2003 Freightliner northbound 
on U.S. 17 approaching C.R. 
220 at 2:40 p.m.  As the line of 
cars in front of the semi slowed, 
McGill failed to follow suit and 
ran into the back of a 2008 Ford 
Explorer driven by Paul Bobo, 
35, of Middleburg.  The pileup 
damaged six more vehicles.  
Additional injured people 
included Craig Loewe, 66, of 
Middleburg, Kathleen Roney, 
30, of Fleming Island, Jennifer 
Baumgartner, 37, of Green Cove 
Springs, Cynthia Cooper, 57, of 
Orange Park and Jason Timpone, 
27, of Palm Coast. 

Not injured but also involved 
in the crash was Mike Parker, 
16, of Orange Park.  McGill 
received minor injuries but was 
not transported to a hospital.

According to the FHP report, 
troopers charged McGill with 
careless driving.

LRM Legals 7/3/14

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Personal property of the following 
tenants will be sold for cash or other-
wise disposed of to satisfy rental liens 
in accordance with Florida Statutes, 
Self Storage Facility Act, Sections 
83.806-83.807.
Auction will be held on Tuesday, July 
15th, 2014 at 10:00 AM at Melrose 
Mini Storage, 827 N. SR21, Melrose, 
FL 32666. Phone (352) 475-5000. 
All items may not be available on the 
date of the sale.
TENANT NAME Nadine Dexter 
UNIT# 45 DESCRIPTION House-
hold.

6/26 2tchg 7/3-LRM
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MEMBER FDIC

LAKE BUTLER
255 SE 6th Street
(386) 496-3333

STARKE
811 S. Walnut St.
(904) 964-7830

We will be closed on Fri. July 4th & Sat. July 5th

in observance of Independence Day.
HAVE A GREAT 4TH OF JULY!

HARDWARE & GARDEN CENTER

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
(352) 473-4006

MELROSE
(352) 475-2400

INTERLACHEN
(386) 684-2811

STARKE
(904) 964-4642

ACE LAWN & GARDEN
(352) 473-4001

Have A Safe & Happy July 4th!

Jackson
Building Supply

JBS
“Serving Our Community For Over 50 Years”

STARKE
US-301S

964-6078
LAKE BUTLER

145 SW 6th Ave.
496-3079

We will be closed Fri. July 4th & Sat. July 5th

and re-open Mon. July 7th at 7:30 AM

Wishing all a Very Safe
& Blessed 4th of July!

www.SantaFeOverheadDoors.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
AUTOMATIC OPENERS • PARTS & SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
We Repair All Garage Doors & Openers

352-338-6600 • Cell 386-984-6549
#CBC1256116

Wishing Everyone a Safe & Happy 4th of July!

House Calls & Equine Massage 
available upon request

, B.S., B.A., LMT
MM10310 • MA65067 • MM24159

• Humans~Appts available starting at $55
• Equines~House Calls starting at $75+

352.745.1492

Wishing everyone a safe
& happy 4th of July!

HWY 301, STARKE  | 904.964.7200

1545 Branan Field Road - Suite 5 • Middleburg FL 32068
(Across from Walmart)

Most Insurances Accepted
Certified Optometrists Dr. Edwin Anguas & Dr. Margaret Allen

904-291-5800

“Quality Eyecare with Value in Mind”

NOWOPEN

189 S. Lawrence Blvd.
Keystone Heights, FL

FirmofVeRonicaROwens@aol.com
www.VeRonicaROwens.com

James 4:12 — There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save.

Have a Safe & Fun 4th of July!

Attorney at Law

The Lake Region Monitor
 salutes the 

American Flag!

904-964-6305

StarkeJournal.com

ROBERTS INSURANCE

KEYSTONE 
HEIGHTS

352-473-7209
333 Lawrence Blvd

Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

Lori Thompson
Agent

where
Competitive Rates,

Great Service & 
Experience Matter!

Happy
Independence Day!

HELEN HERSEY REALTY

www.HelenHersey.com

Established in 2001

(352) 473-8882
7396 SR 21

Keystone Heights

Call us for all your
Real Estate Needs!

• Residential
• Lots & Property

• Commercial
• Rentals

Wishing All a
Very Safe & 

Happy
4th of July!
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These Local Merchants & Advertisers Wish You a Very Happy 4th of July

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

FLEMING ISLAND-A 
Keystone Heights-area-based 
attorney told the Clay County 
School Board that its new rules 
over who controls the board 
agenda is likely illegal.

Gary Yeldell, founder and 
attorney for Wise Counsel 
Legal Services, told the board 
that his children attend Clay 
County schools and that his wife 
has been selected as teacher of 
the year twice at her Keystone 
Heights school. 

Yeldell’s firm specializes in 
advising churches. 

During the board’s June 20 
meeting, he told the panel that 
its new policy giving the board 
chair complete control over the 
board meeting agendas, violates 
state law.  

“Frankly, I think it’s illegal,” 
he said. 

He said the revision gives 
the board chair authority that 
has always belonged to the 
superintendent. 

“I think that statutorily, it must 
remain the superintendent’s,” he 
added.

Yeldell also complained that 
the new policy is inconsistent 
because it allows any board 
member to put an item on the 
agenda and keep it on, while at 
the same time granting the chair 
sole authority over the agenda.   

“What happens if the board 
member doesn’t agree with the 
board chair?” he asked.  “They 
can’t both be right. Somebody 
has to win and the way it is 
written, we don’t know who 
wins.”

Yeldell also said the new 
policy does not solve the problem 
it purports to solve: abuse by the 
superintendent in setting the 
agenda.

“We are not taking away 

the abuse,” Yeldell argued 
about the new policy.  “We are 
simply shifting the ability to 
abuse from that chair, where the 
superintendent sits, to that chair, 
where the chairperson sits.”

Board attorney Bruce Bickner 
disputed Yeldell’s claim that 
the new policy is illegal, and 
summarized applicable statutes 
that applied to agenda setting.

“(Florida statutes chapter) 
1001.43, paragraph 10 gives the 
school board the authority to 
work on and create policy as to 
how their school board meetings 
are run,” he said. “120.525 says 
the agency is in charge of setting 
their own agenda.  The second 
part of that same paragraph says 
that the only person that has the 
authority to change the agenda 
once it’s published is the person 
presiding over the meeting.”

Bickner cited an attorney 
general’s opinion and told board 
members that the home rule 
provisions of state law gives 
them broad authority to set their 
own rules. 

Bickner also disputed Yeldell’s 
claim that the new policy cuts 
the superintendent out of the 
agenda-setting process.

“It is not excluding the 
superintendent in any way,” he 
said.  “He is still working with 
the school board chair.  He is 
still tasked with establishing the 
agenda.  He just doesn’t have the 
power to block people out from 
putting things on the agenda, 
which I think is the complaint 
that has been had before.”

 The board passed the new 
policy 3-1 with Lisa Graham 
dissenting.  Johnna McKinnon 
was not at the meeting.

Lake Region lawyer protests 
school board’s agenda policy

(The following is a statement 
of intent to run for public office, 
submitted by the candidate.)

My name is Gavin Rollins and 
I am running for Clay County 
Commission, District 4.

My vision for our community 
is to work for policies on the 
commission that will strengthen 
families, grow the economy and 
protect our lakes and land.

As a lifelong Lake Region 
resident, I understand the unique 
needs of our community. I was a 
voice for those needs on the city 
council and will be a voice for 
those important concerns on the 
county commission.

In 2009, I was elected to the 
Keystone Heights City Council 
and then re-elected to a second 
term. While on the council 
I advocated for conservative 
principals. I stood up for 
religious freedom, proposed 
ideas to simplify government 
processes and consistently voted 
against tax increases. I also 
worked on a renewed effort to 
find practical solutions for the 
area’s low lake levels.

In 2011, I stepped down from 
elected office to serve on active 
duty in the Army National 
Guard. I have served in various 
capacities both as an enlisted 
soldier and as an officer. I have 
been a paralegal in the JAG 
Corps, an officer in a public 
affairs unit and an intelligence 
officer, where I currently serve 
part-time.

My full-time job is the 

public relations officer for the 
Clay County School District, 
where we have led efforts to 
improve the district’s internal 
communications and outreach to 
the community.

I am a graduate of Keystone 
Heights High School, Santa 
Fe College and the University 
of Florida. I graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
education and communication. 
While at UF, I was a brother in 
the agricultural fraternity, Alpha 
Gamma Rho, and participated 
in Army ROTC. I graduated 
with honors and was inducted 
into the University of Florida 
Hall of Fame. I believe this 
race is ultimately a question of 
leadership ability. Others can 
talk about what they might do if 
elected. I can point to a proven 
conservative record.  I would 
love to earn your support. Please 
call me on my cell phone: 352-
328-4892 or visit the website 
www.gavinrollins.com.

Gavin Rollins seeking 
District 4 commission seat

(The following is a statement 
of intent to run for public office, 
submitted by the candidate.)

My name is Ashley 
Gilhousen and I am running 
for the Clay County School 
Board District 5 seat.  

I live in Green Cove Springs 
with my husband Adam and our 
three sons Aiden, Brantley and 
Caleb. We are active members 
of Hibernia Baptist Church. 

I attended Charles E. Bennett 
Elementary School, Green 
Cove Springs Middle School 
and Clay High School. 

In college, I received my A.S. 
degree from the University 
of Florida, and my B.S., R.N. 
from the University of North 
Florida.  My professional 
career began at Orange Park 
Medical Center.  

As a parent who directly 
benefited from our educational 
system, I am personally vested 
in the future of our district’s 
performance. 

I will be a voice of reason that 
focuses on  the purpose of  our  
schools—to  offer a world  class 
education  to  our  students, to 
provide a safe environment 
for everyone on our campuses 
and to invest in our faculty and 
staff.

In addition to my healthcare 
career, which also included 
work at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, I have served our 
community through Youth 
Leadership Jacksonville, 
domestic and foreign aid 
missions, Young Republicans, 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, as a youth leader and 
as a member of the Mothers of 
Preschoolers leadership team. 

It is apparent from my 
resume that I have not been 

preparing for a political career. 
My interest lies in representing 
this generation of parents and 
their children. As a concerned 
parent, I know the dramatic 
difference that has occurred in 
the past 10 years as knowledge 
is now doubling at a rate never 
before imagined.    Our children 
will work for companies that 
do not exist today on products 
that have not yet been created.  

This means we have entered 
a time when being relevant is 
more critical than ever in the 
education of our children. As 
a medical professional, I have 
been involved in educating and 
serving our local community 
through organizing events 

Gilhousen seeking District 
5 school board seat

individuals-will not put them 
out of a job-that’s what we need 
to do,” she said. “The board 
is responsible for the budget 

and the board is responsible 
for policy, and this all does fall 
under our purview.”

Kerekes added that in addition 
to serving students, the board 
also owes a responsibility to 
taxpayers. 

“We need to look at every 
penny to be responsible to 
the citizens,” she said. “I’m a 
taxpayer too and I want to know 
that every one of my taxpayer 
dollars is going to a good cause.”

Rollins

KEREKES
Continued from 2A

Gillhousen

See GILHOUSEN, 6A
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FREE book by doctor reveals what the drug 
companies don't want you to know!

Your sex life and erection can now survive

DIABETES OR 
PROSTATE CANCER?

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, MD, will mail the first 37 men that respond to this ad 
a free copy of his new thirty dollar book “A Doctor’s Guide to Erectile 
Dysfunction.” He’s so sure this book will change your life he will even pay 
the postage and handling. If the popular pills don't work for you, regardless 
of your age or medical history, you owe it to yourself and your lady to read 
this book now! Call Toll Free 800-777-1922 24-hrs. and leave your name 
and address (only).

Promote   Service  Business 
with a 

Email your med-to-hi-resolution digital photo (150dpi+) & ad text to: 
 by 5pm Monday OR bring it to:

Bradford County Telegraph • Union County Times • Lake Region Monitor

(904) 964-6305
We’ll help you design your ad • cash/check/credit cards accepted

all for only

/wk
covering Bradford, Union & Clay Counties a 

in our weekly community 
giveaway paper:

Stand Out

from the crowd

E ectrify Your Business!
Reach New 
Customers

with a
Classified 
Photo Ad

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Actual Size Ad Sample

Keystone seniors depart high school during Project Graduation
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS— 

Earlier this year, over one-
half of the Keystone Heights 
High School graduating 
seniors participated in Project 
Graduation.

Project Graduation is a 
national event sponsored by 
local community members to 
provide a chaperoned, drug-free 
and alcohol-free celebration for 
graduating seniors. 

Community members of 
Keystone Heights have been 
providing this event for decades. 
It starts at 11 p.m. the night of 
graduation and continues until 
5 the following morning. Over 
the past several years it has 
been hosted by Keystone United 
Methodist Church. 

During this year’s event, 
graduates rode a mechanical 
bull; raced over-sized tricycles; 
jousted; played basketball, 
pool and ping-pong; enjoyed 
live music; ate lots of goodies 
and recorded many memorable 
moments with friends in the 
photo booth. 

“It was a ‘don’t miss’ event,” 
said Grant McGee, senior class 
president. “It was awesome, full 
of fun and competitive games!”

Local teachers, as well as other 
adults, volunteered their time to 

celebrate the accomplishments 
of the departing seniors. 

The event would not be 
possible without the support 
of area businesses, churches, 
individual donors, and civic 

organizations, who donated 
prizes to Project Graduation. 

All seniors left with a door 
prize, and some of them were 
given laptops or electronic 
devices as grand prizes at the 

end of the night. 
 Erika Dingman, a graduate, 

stated, “It was a fun way to say 
goodbye to friends and end the 
school year!”

Danny Fritch tests his skill on the mechanical bull during 
Keystone Heights High School’s Project Graduation.

Dakota Black grabs as 
much U.S. currency as he 
can in the money machine.

Clay commissioners recognize Middleburg graduate, national champion
BY DAN HILDEBRAN

Monitor Editor
GREEN COVE SPRINGS-

Clay County Commissioners 
thanked a Middleburg High 
School graduate for representing 
Clay County on the University 
of Florida national champion 
softball team.

Briana Little moved to Clay 
County in 2005 and played 
softball at Middleburg High 
School for four years under 
Coach Rob Justino and Athletic 
Director Alan Powers.  She 
graduated in 2011 and signed a 
scholarship with Florida. 

Little is the daughter of 

Bridgette Waines of Middleburg 
and Vernon Little of Jacksonville.

While at Middleburg, she 
was a 2011, 5-A first team all-
state selection and the Offensive 
Player of the Year.  She was also 
on the Bronco weightlifting 
and volleyball teams and was a 
member of the Spanish Honor 
Society.

The Gators claimed the 
national title on June 3 with a 
6-3 win against Alabama.  The 
national title was the team’s first 
in 18 years of competition.  The 
Gators were runners up in 2009 
and 2011.

In 2014, Little played left field 

and was a designated hitter.  She 
batted .320 for the Gators, with 
five home runs and 26 RBI.  

During her sophomore year 
she set Florida’s single season 
record for a batter hit by pitches 
(20).  Last year, she had more 
at-bats (8) in a single game than 
any other player in Gator history 
during the team’s 15-inning, 
Women’s College World Series 
game against Nebraska. 

Little is a sociology major 
and was on the Southeastern 
Conference academic honor roll 
in 2013 and 2014.

Little

Clay commissioner earns certification

Hutchings

ORLANDO – The Florida 
Association of Counties 
presented Clay County 
Commissioner Diane Hutchings 
with the Certified County 
Commissioner designation 
following her completion of a 
comprehensive study program 
developed by the association. 

Hutchings received the 
designation with 41 other 
county commissioners during 
an awards ceremony held at the 
association’s annual conference 
in Orange County. 

Hutchings represents District 
3, which covers the northern 
portion of the Orange Park area, 
Lakeside and the section of 
Fleming Island east of U.S. 17.

Certification is not a 
requirement to serve as a county 
commissioner in Florida. 

However, commissioners 
may voluntarily enroll in the 
program and complete a series 
of courses totaling 42 hours. 
The coursework is designed 
to provide information and 
enhance skills relevant to a 
commissioner’s duties and 
responsibilities as an elected 
official.

“This certification allows our 
citizen electorate to become 
experts in county government 
improving their communities,” 

said FAC Executive Director 
Chris Holley. “The 380 
graduates of this program are 
a testament to the importance 
of this curriculum to Florida’s 
public servants and our 
counties.”

The program’s coursework 
covers a variety of topics, 
such as county government 
roles and responsibilities, 
county government structure 
and authority, financial 
management, ethics and 
sunshine law, negotiation 
skills, economic development 
and effective communication. 
Completion of all coursework 
averages 12 to 18 months. 
The University of Florida/
IFAS Extension sponsors this 
program.

“The state doesn’t have any 
(money),” he said.  “If you win 
in court, all you did was win. 
You are still out your money plus 
what you paid for in legal fees.” 

Robinson’s motion to join 
the petition died for a lack of a 
second. 

Commissioner Doug Conkey 
said litigation has a tendency to 
hinder legislative action.  Both 
he and Commissioner Diane 
Hutchings said the best solution 
to the dispute will come from 
state lawmakers. 

DJJ
Continued from 2A
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New Melrose welcome sign to be installed 

MELROSE—The Melrose Business and Community Association will install the town’s 
new welcome sign at 4 p.m., July 4 on S.R. 26, west of town. 
Last June, Melrose residents voted between several designs to replace the current 
welcome sign.  Amy Zackowski’s design won the balloting by a wide margin.  Her display 
highlights the value Melrose community members place on the arts, culture and the 
environment.  
This June, the MBCA unveiled the sign at Artists’ Hall, where it has been on display 
during the month.  
Other Independence Day Activities for the community include the Melrose Boat Parade 
on Lake Santa Fe at 11 a.m. and the First Friday Art Walk from 5 to 8 p.m. 

such as health fairs, blood 
drives, and educational classes 
on parent health issues in our 
community. With a career at 
Orange Park Medical Center in 
labor and delivery, it was quite 
a full circle moment for me to 
be hired onto the staff of the 
exact same unit on which I was 
born!  

The fact that I am not a 
career politician makes me 
unique from other candidates. 
My career in nursing has 
taught me how to adjust and 
adapt to evolving situations, 
listen actively, research 
the facts, educate, discern, 
make decisions and manage 
unforeseen outcomes.  

On the school board, my role 
would be a continuation of the 
serving and problem solving 
that I performed as a nurse. 
Nurses are excellent problem 

solvers, in part, because we 
are taught throughout nursing 
school to use the nursing 
process as a means for problem 
solving while caring for our 
clients.  We are taught to see 
the client as a whole person 
and assess their needs, design 
a care plan that includes 
measurable goals, and as we 
implement our solutions we are 
simultaneously assessing the 
effectiveness of those solutions 
for those whom we serve. 

Assessment is one of the 
most vital skills that I honed 
as a nurse, and that ability will 
transfer well to my service 
of our local community as a 
member of the school board.   I 
was entrusted with the lives of 
mothers and their babies and 
the responsibility to respond to 
any issues that may arise and 
interfere with their wellbeing.  

Although the school board 
issues I will address won’t be 
medical, they certainly affect 
people’s lives. My parents 

entrusted me to care not only 
for them, but also for their 
most precious possession: 
their children.  I served as the 
advocate for both the mother 
and the child. 

On the school board I will 
advocate for the needs of our 
children, families, faculty, and 
taxpayers. I will be sensitive to 
the needs of all our community 
stakeholders and will seek to 
find solutions that are beneficial 
for everyone. 

As a nurse, I learned the 
value of teamwork. We roll 
up our sleeves, get involved, 
and make things better. That 
translates well to quality school 
board work. 

While I never aspired to 
be a politician, I am excited 
to have the opportunity to 
serve in shaping the future 
of our community.  For 
more information about 
me, please visit my website: 
AshleyGilhousen.com.

GILHOUSEN
Continued from 4A

Worth
Noting

We need your 
clothes

Community Church of 
Keystone Heights is hosting our 
6th Annual Back to School event 
on July 22.  Clothes will be given 
away free to children in need.

Donate clean, gently used 
clothes for children sizes 3T 
through adult.  Teenagers come 
in all sizes and this collection 
is for all ages and sizes.  Drop 
clothes off at Community 
Church marked B2S (Back to 
School).  

The deadline is July 10.
Please call Barbara Sullivan 

(258-3113), Karen Powell (538-
9546), Jenn Cumbus (258-5479) 
or Kim Nugent (258-3602) for 
more information or to volunteer.

Fizz, Boom, Read! 
At the Keystone 
Heights branch 
library

Preschool programs for 
children aged 3-5 will be offered 
each Wednesday morning at 
10:30 a.m.

July 9, and 16.  Stories, songs 
and crafts - and a related snack 
will be offered.

There will be a special Stuffed 
Animal Sleepover (for stuffed 
reading buddies only) as well as 
a preschool story time program 
on July 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Reading buddies to be picked 
up at the final story time, theater-
event breakfast, the following 
morning.

For school-aged children, 
kindergarten through fifth grade 
we will offer:

July 11th Friday at 10:30am 
- “How and Why” stories 
with Kaye Byrnes, Storyteller 
extraordinaire

July 18th Friday at 10:30am - 
“It’s a Wrap!” Finale with special 
guest, Ronald McDonald.

What’s That Smell? 
Exploring Smell at 
Your Library

Children can explore the sense 
of smell and smelly thing at their 
library this summer.  There will 
be smelly experiments, stories, 
crafts, and games. This free 
science fun program is open to 
all school age children and their 
caretaker.

Thursday, July 3rd at 10 at the 
Melrose Public Library the fun 
begins. The library is located 
at 312 Wynnwood Avenue 
behind the post office. For more 
information about this and 
other children’s summer library 
programs contact the library at 
352 475-1237.

This program is a Fizz, 
Boom, Read, a Summer 
Library Program of the Putnam 
County Library System with 
refreshments provided by the 
Melrose Library Association.   

Park Rangers 
Teach Children 
how to be Nature 
Detectives at the 
Melrose Public 
Library

Are you a nature detective? 
Do you know the difference 
between a frog and a toad? Have 
you ever wondered why there 
are so many different shapes 
of leaves or where the seeds of 
a pine tree are? A Gold Head 
Branch State Park Ranger will 
visit the Melrose Public Library 
on Thursday, July 31st at 10 am. 
School age children and their 
caretakers will learn how to be 
nature detectives, and explore 
the library’s native garden with 
the ranger. There will also be 

nature stories, crafts, and a 
special snack.    

This free Putnam County 
Library System Summer 
Program has been made possible 
because of the support of the 
Gold Head Branch Park’s staff. 
Additional program funds are 
provided by the Melrose Library 
Association. The Melrose 
Public Library is located at 312 
Wynnwood Avenue, behind the 
Melrose Post Office. For more 
information about the program 
call the library at (352) 475-1237.

Putnam County 
Library System’s 
Teen Art Exhibit

Local Teen Artists have a 
chance to put their art on display 
at their local libraries for the 
Teen Art Exhibit.  The art will 
be put on display and voted on by 
the public.  The first place ribbon 
winner will also be awarded 
a $25 VISA gift card, all other 
artists will be given a certificate 
for participating.  Artists can 
register at funinputnam.com 
under the Special Events section.  

Registration deadline for the 
Melrose Library is July 12. 

Voting will take place during 
the Teen Art Reception, where 
refreshments will also be served.  
The date for the Teen Art 
Reception in Melrose is July 22.

The Teen Art Exhibit will be 
from 1:00 – 3:00 PM.

Entry is limited to 6th-12th 
graders.

For additional information 
or help with registration, please 
contact Robin, Darlene or Stella 
at 386 329 0126 or send an email 
to robin.bellamy@putnam-fl.
com.



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Staff Writer

His father established quite 
a legacy as a head coach. Now, 
Corey Green is looking to start 
a legacy of his own after being 
hired as Bradford High School’s 
new head football coach on 
June 26, with final approving 
occurring at a June 30 school 
board meeting.

“I feel honored and humbled 
to come away with the position,” 
said Green, who served as 
assistant head coach at Fleming 
Island High School last season.

Green has a 12-year coaching 
career, which included a three-
year stint as head coach at 
Hamilton County High School 
from 2005 through 2007. He is 
the son of Danny Green, who 
compiled a 254-106 record in 31 

seasons at such schools as Baker 
County, Columbia and Orange 
Park. Green coached with his 
father for five years at Orange 
Park High School before the 
elder Green retired.

“Corey just comes in with 
a tremendous amount of high 
school football experience,” 
Bradford Superintendent of 
Schools Chad Farnsworth said. 
“We were very fortunate to get 

such a high-quality coach at this 
time of year.”

Bradford was put in the 
position of having to hire a coach 
after Steve Reynolds resigned 
after two years on June 12. Green 
admitted the timing of taking a 
head coaching job is “not great,” 
but said the job at BHS had what 
he was looking for. He likes the 
opportunity of coaching in a 
county that has only one high 

school. Plus, he doesn’t live far 
from Bradford County. He and 
his wife live south of Middleburg.

“It was very appealing to me,” 
Green said of the job.

Green, after playing at the 
University of South Carolina 
and Carson-Newman College, 
started his coaching career in 
2001 at Cook High School in 

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Staff Writer

At first, the children in 
attendance may have wondered 
what they had gotten themselves 
into when Gerard Warren, with 
as serious a look as one can have, 
said, “I hope you all are ready to 
work.”

A few seconds later, you could 
see the good-natured gleam in 
Warren’s eyes as he gave the 
command, “Have fun.”

Well, what do you do when 
a 6-4, 300-pound-plus, former 
NFL defensive lineman tells you 
to have fun? You have fun.

That’s what it was all about 
at the fourth annual C.J. Spiller-
Gerard Warren FUN-damentals 
Camp—a program of USA 
Football—on June 27 at the 
Union County High School 
football field.

“It’s always good to come out 
and have a fun time,” said Spiller, 
a 2006 UCHS graduate who 
played for Clemson University 
and is now a member of the 
Buffalo Bills. “The biggest thing 
is just seeing the kids and putting 
a smile on their face. They’re 
learning a little bit about football 

and fundamental stuff, but as 
long as they’re happy, that’s the 
biggest thing.”

Warren, a 1997 UCHS graduate 
who played at the University 
of Florida prior to an 11-year 
NFL career, said he enjoys the 
fact that the annual camp gives 
children a chance to go outdoors 
and mingle with other children. 
This year, approximately 90-
100 turned out for the five-hour 
event.

“We haven’t completely lost 
them to the video games and the 
TV screens,” Warren said.

Several current and former 
NFL players joined Warren and 
Spiller in teaching children some 
football basics. Spiller said it 
means a lot to him that people 
such as Darrell Jackson, Louis 
Murphy, Mike Nattiel and Vince 
Wolfork are willing to travel to 
Lake Butler and take part in such 
an activity.

“These guys are not selfish,” 
Spiller said. “They’re willing to 
sacrifice their time to come out 
and help teach (children) some 
of the things about football and 
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Fleming Island’s Green hired as BHS coach

Spiller, Warren bring football, life lessons to annual camp

See CAMP, 8B

Corey GreenSee COACH, 6B

Former UF wide receiver Darrell Jackson shows 
Jhailynd Cooper how to do a particular warm-up 
exercise.

Gerard Warren looks on as Keijzan Griffin runs 
through a drill.



Experimenting with—and 
eating—candy, traveling 

around the world, starting 
drama or simply having 

a party. Those were 
just some of the things 

rising first-fourth-graders 
enjoyed during the Santa 
Fe College Jr. College for 
Kids program, which was 
held in Starke June 23-27. 

Learning and fun went 
hand in hand with such 

classes as Experiments in 
Candy Land, Around the 

World in 50 Minutes, Let’s 
Start Some Drama and 

Let’s Party.
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1911 N. Temple Ave. (Hwy 301 North) Starke, FL

SUN–THURS
10AM-9PM

FRI-SAT
10AM-10PM

• BBQ
• Burgers
• Steaks
• Salads
• Soups

Friday & Saturday

Steak & Shrimp Nighttomsrealpitbbq.com
facebook.com/tomsrealpitbbq

twitter.com/tomsrealpitbbq

For More Details visit us at:

7154 S.E. CR 21B • Keystone
(intersection of SR100 & 21B)

(352) 473-9873NOW OPEN

Brisket • Pulled Pork
Chicken • Ribs • Steaks

& Turkey
$3999

Sat July 5 LIVE BAND
5-9PM

AYCE
RIBS

•LOOK
for us in the 

PARADE!
•

10  OFF Total Purchase
With this Ad (excluding A.Y.C.E.)

Florida Twin Theatre
All Seats $6.00 Before 6 p.m. • 964-5451* OPEN EVERY NIGHT *

SCREEN 1 SCREEN 2
NOW SHOWING

Visit us on-line at www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com

Fri 7:00
Sat 4:50, 8:00

Sun 5:30
Mon - Thur 7:15

NOW SHOWING

Fri 7:15
Sat 5:00, 7:00, 9:00

Sun 5:00, 7:00
Mon - Thur 7:30

Teo Halm in Mark Wahlberg in

Wed. Kid’s Shows 10am & 1pm • All Seats $5.00
July 9th • “Earth to Echo”

Earth to 
Echo

No late-night cram 
sessions here

LEFT: Mason 
Young works 
on a project 
in Exploring 
Art. RIGHT: 
The princess, 
played by Zaya 
Thompson, is 
happy to get 
her unicorn in a 
Let’s Start Some 
Drama play. (All 
photos by Cliff 
Smelley.)

ABOVE: Teacher Colleen Gaffney takes a picture 
of Wendy Shi for an Exploring Art project. LEFT: 

Practicing  some moves in Shake your Pom-Poms are 
(foreground, l-r) Isabella Templeton, Madison Sellers, 

(background, l-r) Raven Ford and Kimberly Young. 
(More photos can be viewed at StarkeJournal.com.)

Students like 
Harley Swilley 

learned how to 
convey emotions 

in Let’s Start 
Some Drama by 
using puppets. 

Laci Hall (left) and Ian Scott “back stroke” their way 
down the sidewalk as they execute swimming moves 
in Go for the Gold.

Johnny Benefield builds a 
Lego spaceship in Race to 

Outer Space.

ABOVE: A 
record? Teacher 

Lyn Veliz, who 
works at WEAG, 

shows Lane 
Griffis a Beatles 

album in the 
class Radio Up. 
RIGHT: Teacher 

Mary Kramer 
spins Jamarian 

Cummings 
around as he 

prepares to pin 
the tail on the 
donkey in the 

Let’s Party class.

ABOVE: Maracas are made 
for shaking, but Madison 

Sellers enjoys tossing them 
into the air during a fiesta. 
RIGHT: Astrid Sellars (left) 
and Stamatia Papaioannou 

design Australian 
didgeridoo instruments.



He and Dukes were married for 
49 years before her death on 
Nov. 22, 1997.

Following his service with 
the Air Force—he retired in 
1964—Cox went to work at the 
Reception and Medical Center 
for just over two years as a 
boiler operator. He transferred 
to Florida State Prison, where he 
worked another 11 years.

Cox lives in a house he built for 
himself and Avis between Lake 
Butler and Worthington Springs 
on S.R. 121. He is a member 
of Grace Christian Fellowship 
Baptist Church and occasionally 
visits Sardis Baptist Church. (He 
used to be a member of Philippi 
Baptist Church in Columbia 
County with Avis.)

He has found a home in the 
South. Cox said his son from his 
first marriage, Ronnie, has tried 
to talk him into moving back to 
Illinois to live with him, but his 
response is, “I’ll never leave 
Florida.”

Cox has become good friends 
with his neighbors, Rodney and 
Carol Prins. Carol Prins said she 
has enjoyed having coffee with 

saw some horrible stuff they 
don’t want to talk about. Most 
everything I’ve seen hasn’t been 
that bad.”

Cox admitted he was thankful 
he wasn’t in Europe where 
he possibly could’ve seen 
concentration camps.

“That’s something I’m glad I 
didn’t see—the Jews that were 
killed over there,” he said.

When the war came to an end, 
Cox was in the Panama Canal 
Zone. He was later discharged 
from the Navy on “points.”

Cox stayed out of the service 
for 18 months. He tried to rejoin 
the Navy, but said there were too 
many of his rank. Instead, he 
joined the Air Force.

While stationed at Edwards 
Air Force Base in California, 
Cox got to see—and hear—the 
rocket-powered X-15 aircraft 
that were part of a research 
program NASA conducted with 
the Air Force, Navy and North 
American Aviation Inc.

He also got to know Chuck 
Yeager while he was in the Air 
Force. Cox said the two were in 
the same “rod and gun” club.

Cox also had an interesting 
encounter with an actress he 
can’t remember the name of 
while in the Air Force.

“When Bob Hope came over 
to Japan with his troupe, he had 
two or three girls with him,” Cox 
said. “This girl, she said, ‘I forgot 
my pea jacket. It’s in my luggage 
up there in that truck. Can you 
help me up there?’

“I looked her over. She had on 
these tight britches, and I thought 
to myself, ‘How am I going to 
get her up there in that truck?’ 
As I was lifting her up there, I 
just took both of her cheeks, you 
know, in my hands and pushed 
her up there on that truck.”

Though he can’t remember her 
name, Cox said, “She felt pretty 
solid.”

Cox, who had since divorced 
his first wife and remarried a 
woman with children, said it was 
at that moment—when his hands 
were on the woman’s rear end—
that his stepson Jerrell Ellis, who 
was in the service, caught him. 
Cox laughed as he remembered 
Ellis saying, “Wait ‘til I tell 
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STARKE 
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(Hwy 301 South)

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
352-473-4001 
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386-385-5658
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Need a New Mower?

$0 Down 
& 

0% Interest 
for up to 48 Months

on all 
Zero Turn & Riding Lawn Tractors

3 Locations to Serve You

GRAVELY ZERO-TURN
34 ZT

starting at

      $5400
/month

 Many Makes & Models to Choose From

and
more

All
ECHO

Equipment
ON SALE

NOW 
5 year warranty

Dr. Virgil A. Berry
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN
Serving the area for 21 years.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
AVAILABLE

“Modern methods with old-fashioned concern.”

• Auto Accidents
• Work Injuries
• Headaches
• Neck and Back Pain

Back & Neck Pain Clinic

4th of July
Blowout Sale

1000 South Water St.
Starke, FL 32091 904 966-2221

EVERYTHING
25% OFF
25% OFF

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Staff Writer

Glenn Cox downplays his 
service in World War II. He’ll tell 
you working in the engine room 
aboard an LST (landing ship, 
tank) kept him mostly out of 
harm’s way. He even expresses 
disbelief at the fact he was 
awarded a Purple Heart, saying 
he may have been injured in a 
war zone, but the injury was the 
result of an accident of his own 
doing, not the enemy’s.

The 93-year-old Union 
County resident, though, takes a 
tremendous amount of pride of 
having been aboard an LST and 
even donated money to restore 
LST-325, which is now docked 
in Evansville, Ind., as a museum/
memorial.

“I don’t believe we’d ever have 
won the war if we didn’t have the 
LSTs,” Cox said. “Dozens and 
dozens of jeeps and trucks and 
stuff that we got to the beach 
never would’ve gotten there if 
they’d had it on a cargo ship. 
They’d never have gotten to the 
beach with it.”

Cox served more than three 
years in the Navy before putting 
in approximately another 17 
years of service with the Air 
Force.

“I was crazy to have ever 
gotten out of the Navy,” Cox 
said. “I would’ve probably come 
out a rank higher if I had stayed 
in the Navy.”

Then, with a mischievous 
twinkle in his eye, Cox added, 
“Like they say, you have to have 
your nose in the right place in the 
Air Force to get anywhere.”

Cox grew up as one of 12 
children on a farm in Illinois. (It 
would’ve been 13 children if a 
sister hadn’t died approximately 
eight hours after birth.)

“They raised big families up 
there, you know, because they 
had to have workers,” Cox said. 
He laughed as he talked about his 
parents having “two” families.

“They had a family of older 
(children), and then they started 
in again and had another batch,” 
Cox said. “I was about the middle 
one.”

Cox admitted he knew little 
of what was going on in the 
world prior to the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, but he wasted little time 
in joining the war effort after that 
morning of Dec. 7, 1941.

“When I heard about (the Pearl 
Harbor attack), I made up my 
mind right then I was going to go 
in the service.”

Cox, who was 21 and married 
at the time, attempted to enlist 
in the Marine Corps, but said he 
was rejected for weighing only 
113 pounds.

“I went across the hall and 
joined the Navy,” Cox said.

Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station was the start of the 
journey. From there, Cox went to 
diesel school in Chicago before 
going to Portland, Ore., where 
he boarded LST-452. The LST 

93-year-old Cox proud to have served on LST in WWII

sailed to Brisbane, Australia, and 
was the first LST to cross the 
Pacific Ocean, Cox said.

It wasn’t a fast crossing by any 
means, Cox said, explaining the 
LST’s top seed was 12 knots.

“An LST was what we called a 
‘large, slow, target,’” Cox joked, 
despite his love for the ship.

Brisbane was the location 
of Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s 
headquarters. Cox recalled 
how he was on the same beach, 
though on a different ship, when 
MacArthur made his return 
to the Philippines. Though he 
didn’t actually see it, Cox said 
he heard that MacArthur waded 
through the water several times 
from his ship to the beach as 
photographer’s captured the 
iconic image.

“Well, I guess he wanted 
to make sure they knew he 
returned,” Cox said.

In all seriousness, Cox thinks 
highly of MacArthur and his 
actions.

“I think MacArthur was the 
greatest general there ever was 
because he bypassed a lot of 
islands, where if he went in and 
hit the beaches there, there would 
have been a lot of boys killed. He 
would bypass some islands that 
had Japanese on them. I think he 
saved a lot of lives.”

The last landing Cox 
experienced aboard his LST was 
in the Philippines. He said it was 
probably his scariest moment 
during the war. He said an LST 
alongside his was on fire. Plus, 
the skipper of the LST Cox was 
on disobeyed orders from higher-
ranking officers who wanted 
the LST to back away from the 
beach. The LST was getting fired 
upon, but Cox said the skipper 
realized the ship would take 
more hits if he backed away from 
the beach.

“Our skipper, they were going 
to court martial him because he 
wouldn’t back off,” Cox said. 
“He explained to them why he 
wouldn’t back off. If he’d have 
backed off the beach, probably 
several more would’ve gotten 
killed.”

Cox said working in the engine 
room of the LST is probably the 
main reason he’s still alive today. 
He wasn’t as susceptible to 
getting hit by enemy fire as men 
on the top deck were.

Aside from scary moments 
in the Philippines, Cox doesn’t 
look upon his war experience as 
having been that traumatic.

“Some veterans might have 
been through a lot tougher things 
than I did,” Cox said. “You 
take some of these Marines that 

Mom.”
 Avis Dukes was Cox’s second 

wife. They met while Cox was 
stationed at MacDill Air Force 
Base in Tampa. A neighbor of 
Dukes’ was stationed at MacDill 
as well, and he would take Cox 
home with him on weekends. 
Home was in Columbia County, 
where Dukes lived on an 80-acre 
farm with four children.

“I came down south to get the 
best girl I ever had,” Cox said. 

PUBLIC MEETING
KEYSTONE AIRPARK AUTHOR-
ITY’S REGULAR SCHEDULED 
BOARD MEETINGS WILL BE HELD 
ON THE 1st TUESDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH AT 6:00 P.M. LOCATION IS: 
7100 AIRPORT ROAD, STARKE, FL. 
AGENDAS AND NOTICE OF CAN-
CELLATION WILL BE POSTED ON 
THE AUTHORITY’S WEBSITE AT 
www.keystoneairport.com NO LAT-
ER THAN 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE.

7/3 1tchg-B-sect

  Legals

Glenn Cox during his Navy 
days.

See COX, 7B

Glenn Cox, 
pictured in his 
Union County 
home, displays 
photos and 
medals from his 
20-plus years  of 
military service. 
He enlisted in 
the Navy after 
the attack on 
Pearl Harbor 
and later served 
approximately 
17 years in the 
Air Force. After 
retiring from the 
Air Force, he 
worked at RMC 
and Florida State 
Prison.

Glenn Cox is 
pictured with his 
wife, Avis, whom 

he was married 
to for 49 years 

prior to her death 
in 1997. “I came 

down south to 
get the best girl 
I ever had,” the 

Illinois native 
said.



Dear Editor:
Why, in the name of heaven, 

would the NAACP oppose a 
bill in Arizona which would 
ban race-based abortions? This 
organization claims to “advance” 
the causes of black citizens.

How does abortion succeed at 
doing that?

The leading cause of death in 
the black community is abortion, 
by a two-to-one margin over 
everything else combined. 
Black citizens make up 14% 
of the female population of 
child-bearing age, yet 35% of 
all abortions are performed on 
black females. Over 14 million 
black babies have been murdered 
by abortion; the black population 
in this country has been reduced 
by 33%.

In spite of these facts, many 
black “leaders” (Obama, 
Jackson, Sharpton, etc.), as well 

NAACP not 
living up 
to name
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RENTALS

Put a Bounce in Spring

FloridaBounceRentals.com
partytimebouncehouse@outlook.com

Serving
Keystone Heights,
Starke, Hampton,

Earleton, Interlachen,
Putnam Hall, Florahome
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10% OFF 1st time booking
10% OFF for referrals
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 Letters editor@bctelegraph.com

Warren Tillery, of Melrose, 
earned a Juris Doctor cum laude 
from Mercer University during 
the Walter F. George School of 
Law spring commencement.

Mercer conferred bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees 
to more than 1,900 students 
representing all 12 schools and 
colleges at five ceremonies 
during May in Macon, Atlanta 
and Savannah.

Dear Editor:
This morning, I awoke to my 

50th wedding anniversary, and I 
was somewhat overwhelmed with 
gratitude, for I have so much. To 
my wife and family and friends, 
I have frequent opportunities to 
express this gratitude. But to so 
many others, I do not. So, this 
attempt to speak to the “rest of 
the world,” and, in particular, to 
those who make it possible for all 
of us to live in a land that, though 
far from perfect, remains head 
and shoulders above all the rest.

We, the citizens of the United 
States of America, are in the 
midst of another birthday 
celebration. Unfortunately, there 
are those who are unimpressed 
by this event, but I am not among 
them. For me, this country is, 
indeed, a place of opportunity; a 
land where there is the potential 
to become anything for which 
you are willing to work. We 
have been blessed by natural 
resources, freedoms from our 
Creator, the skills and ingenuity 
of individuals from across 
the globe, and the foresight of 
founding fathers who constructed 
a system that can work to the 
advantage of all. Without fault? 
Hardly!

As a matter of fact, I believe 
that the current crises that we are 
now experiencing in this country 
far exceed any that we have 
previously seen. I also feel that, 
if we have the will to overcome 
these afflictions, it will be done. 
If not, then we will lose what 
God has so graciously granted 
us. It’s up to us.

But my purpose here is not 
to extol the obvious virtues of 
our country, but rather to speak 
to those individuals whom I 
believe make it possible for us to 
continue to live as we do- all of 
those who have served, and are 
serving, in any of our military 
forces. I, personally, have never 
served. And, even though a son 
has served, and a son-in-law is 
currently active duty, my deep 
feelings about these individuals 
does not originate with them. I 
actually discovered an increase 
in my admiration and respect for 
our military while on a fishing 
trip.

About 15 years ago I traveled 
alone to Ft. Stewart, Ga., to 
spend a couple of days on that 
military reservation fishing for 
largemouth bass. I had been 
there before and had enjoyed the 
several small bodies of water that 
are available to those outside the 
military who secure a permit. Of 
course members of our armed 
forces also utilize these waters.

As I was moving along the 
shoreline of one of these lakes, 
quietly tossing artificial lures at 
those fish, I came upon a solitary 
soldier, fishing from shore. We 
struck up a conversation, basic 
fisherman small talk. As we 
were doing so, I became aware of 
an immense sense of seriousness 
that emanated from this young 
man. Because I was alone in the 
boat, I invited him to join me. 
And when he politely declined I 
learned why he seemed to have 
the weight of the world on his 
shoulders.

An event 
worthy of 
celebration, 
thanks

He said, “No thank you, sir. 
I’m about to leave to spend a few 
more hours with my wife and 
son, I’m shipping out tomorrow,” 
For a few moments. I was 
dumbstruck. Then I asked him 
his first name and his hometown. 
“I’m John, from Baton Rouge,” 
was his reply.

I told John from Baton Rouge 
that I would pray for him and his 
comrades. Then he packed up 
and left.

It often amazes me how 
seemingly small, insignificant 
events have such an impact on my 
life. And this was no exception.

I don’t have any idea of what 
has become of John, one of many 
persons who ensure that I can 
take advantage of all that this 
country offers. I sincerely hope 
that he returned safely and is 
currently engaged in a life that 
is productive and rewarding— 
in spite of any difficulties— as 
I have been privileged to enjoy 
over these many years.

Since the day that I encountered 
John, I have been very aware 
of the sacrifices being made on 
my behalf by all of those who 
serve. And John, wherever you 
are, know that, every day, I have 
and will continue to pray for you 
and your brothers and sisters-in-
arms.

To all of those who ensure our 
freedoms I say “Thank you!” 
And for your willingness to serve 
I say, “Deo Gratias,” (Thanks be 
to God).

Leonard C. Young
Keystone Heights

Dear Editor:
The North Florida/South 

Georgia Veterans Health System 
(NF/SGVHS) is honored and 
privileged to provide care to those 
who have earned and deserve the 
best health care possible. As one 
of the busiest VA facilities in 
the country with two hospitals 
(Malcom Randall Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Medical Center 
in Gainesville and Lake City 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical 
Center) and 11 outpatient clinics 
we provided health care to more 
than 125,000 Veterans last 
year, which translated into 1.4 
million outpatient visits, 575,000 
specialty consultations, 185,000 

Striving to best 
meet veterans’ 
needs

radiology studies, 10,000 GI 
procedures, 8,000 surgeries, and 
2,000 cardiac catheterization 
laboratory procedures. Our work 
is expected to increase even 
further this year: since October 
1, 2013, NF/SGVHS has cared 
for 14,672 new Veteran patients. 

Our employees – over 5,300 
strong – (33% of whom are 
veterans) come to work every 
single day to provide the very best 
care our Veterans deserve. As I 
walk the halls of our hospitals 
and clinics, I see firsthand the 
care, compassion and dedication 
our staff show to those we are 
entrusted to serve.  Building 
and maintaining the trust of our 
patients must be accomplished 
one Veteran at a time. 

As our Veteran population 
has grown, our organization has 
continually worked on making 
improvements to providing access 
to care within our healthcare 
system.  We have established 
new clinic locations, expanded 
diagnostic and treatment options, 
extended our hours of operation, 
reviewed those waiting for care, 
and examined alternatives to 
providing care both within and 
outside of the VA.  We have made 
improvements in our ability to 
make available additional access 
appointments for our Veterans. 
Our efforts are complicated 
by limited capacity in the 
community to provide additional 
care, continuity of care, no show 
rates for clinic appointments, 
our clinic cancellations, space 
constraints, and scarcity of 
critical specialty physicians and 
primary care physicians.  Even 
with these challenges, I want to 
assure you that we will continue 
to strive to meet the needs of 
each and every Veteran we serve.

Thomas Wisnieski, 
MPA, FACHE

Director
North Florida/South Georgia 

Veterans Health System

Dear Editor:
On June 21, a storm brought a 

tree into the road on NW 181st 
St. in Starke. Nobody could get 
in or out, some of the neighbors 
brought out their hand saws and 
tow ropes to gain road access 
again, although much work went 
into it, it was just not enough. A 
man came down the road with 
what looked like a three ton 
front lift and picked it up and 
put it right back on the unkept 
property, Mr. Elixson was a good 
neighbor and helped us all gain 
access to our homes. Thank you 
Mr. Elixson for restoring the fact 
that there are good people out 
there.

Sincerely,
Deborah Kopcho

Thanks, ‘good 
neighbor’

as the NAACP, defend, and 
even promote, abortion and the 
nation’s number one abortion 
provider. Planned Parenthood. 
Are they ignorant of the fact 
that the founder of PP advocated 
selective population control and 
promoted a reduction in the 
black population?

Do they not know that 80% of 
PP’s abortion clinics are located 
in minority neighborhoods?

It would seem that the 
NAACP is, in reality, the 
National Association of 
Abortion Condoning People. 
And anyone who supports such 
an organization is actually 
condoning Black Genocide. 
Wake up, people!!

Leonard C. Young
Keystone Heights

. Socials ,

Tillery 
graduates 
from Mercer 
Law School
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The following individuals 
were arrested recently by local 
law enforcement officers in 
Bradford, Union and Clay 
(Keystone Heights area) counties:

Bradford
Alexis Aaron, 18, of Starke 

and Taiylor Janay Clayton, 18, 
of Sanderson were arrested 
June 24 by Starke police for 
disorderly conduct. According to 
the arrest report, the two started 
arguing over who owned certain 
items at Aaron’s apartment at 
Whispering Oaks in Starke after 
Clayton came to retrieve some of 
her possessions. Both admitted 
to pulling each other’s hair and 
pushing and grabbing each other 
before police arrived. Both were 
arrested for affray.

Emily Ann Adkins, 27, of 
Jacksonville was arrested June 
30 by Bradford deputies for 
probation violation. No bond was 
allowed for the charge.

Jason Solomon Barr, 32, of 

Starke was arrested June 29 by 
Bradford deputies on a warrant 
for larceny–petit theft third 
offense. Bond was set at $20,000 
for the charge.

Cheryl Lynne Birk, 50, of 
Lawtey was arrested June 25 
by Lawtey police for disorderly 
intoxication and for disorderly 
conduct. Bond was set at $5,000 
for the charge.

Ronald Jeffery Canady, 29, of 
Sanderson was arrested June 27 
by Bradford deputies for driving 
while license suspended or 
revoked. Bond was set at $500 
for the charge.

Chad Austin Carpenter, 27, of 
Bradford County was arrested 
June 29 by Bradford deputies 
for battery, two charges of 
battery on law enforcement 
officer, resisting an officer and 
for escape. According to the 
arrest report, deputies were 
called to a residence on C.R. 
229 after Carpenter threw a cell 
phone at his mother, hitting her 
in the arm with enough force 
that she thought her arm was 
broken. When deputies located 
Carpenter on the property later 
and handcuffed him, he pulled 
away from the officers several 

Recent arrests 
in Bradford, 
Clay and Union

times and ran toward the house, 
refusing to get in the patrol car. 
At one point, Carpenter spit at a 
deputy while they were trying to 
get him into the vehicle, and after 
being hit twice with a Taser, he 
still kicked another officer in the 
chest as they wrestled him into 
the back seat.

The following day, June 30, 
Carpenter was charged again for 
battery and aggravated battery 
against law enforcement officers. 
According to the arrest report, 
Carpenter became combative 
with the correctional officers 
at the jail, biting, fighting and 
attacking several until he was 
eventually hit with a Taser and 
restrained with a restraint chair 
before being put back into his 
cell.

Jason Wayne Crews, 25, of 
Lawtey was arrested June 24 
by Bradford deputies for sexual 
predator violation and for 
probation violation. According 
to the arrest report, deputies 
were notified by Crews’ parole 
supervisor that his tracking 
bracelet had been away from the 
base station three times in one 
hour, a violation of his condition 
of probation. He also didn’t 
register a new address within 48 
hours, and was charged for that. 
No bond was allowed for the 
charges.

James Elie Davy, 21, of Starke 
was arrested June 26 by Bradford 
deputies for probation violation. 
No bond was allowed for the 
charge.

Darryl J. Durant, 48, of 
Melrose was arrested June 24 
by Bradford deputies for driving 
while license suspended or 
revoked. Bond was set at $500 
for the charge.

Dwayne Edward Gann, 55, 
of Starke was arrested June 25 
by Lawtey police for disorderly 
intoxication and for disorderly 
conduct. Bond was set at $500 
for the charges.

Adam Eldred Glover, 32, of 
Starke was arrested June 29 by 
Bradford deputies for probation 
violation. No bond was allowed 
for the charge.

Quincy Lamar Harris, 28, 
of Starke was arrested June 
27 by Starke police for family 
offense–interfering with custody 
of a minor. According to the 
arrest report, Harris housed a 
17-year-old female for several 
days in his residence in Starke 
after the minor ran away from 
her grandparents’ home. Several 
other male suspects are also 
being sought who may have had 
sex with the minor and were 
aware she was a runaway. Bond 
for Harris was set at $25,000.

Donald Link Hill, 41, of Starke 
was arrested June 27 by Bradford 
deputies for battery. According 
to the arrest report, Hill was 
meeting the victim—whom he 
has several children with—at 
Edwards’ Grocery. The victim 
stated they had a brief argument 
over their children when she spit 
toward Hill while he was sitting 
in a vehicle. Hill then exited the 
vehicle and picked up a stick on 
the ground, hitting the victim on 
the arm with it. Bond was set at 
$5,000 for the charge.

Bascombe Wesley Hymes, 
40, of Hampton was arrested 
June 26 by Bradford deputies for 
probation violation. No bond was 
allowed for the charge.

Richardlyn B. Jamison, 20, 
of Starke was arrested June 26 
by Starke police for probation 
violation. 

Frank Leamon Kern, 24, of 
Starke was arrested June 25 by 
Bradford deputies for five charges 
of larceny and for five charges 
of fraud–use or possession of 
ID of another person without 
consent. According to the arrest 
report, Kern is accused of using a 
stolen debit card to make several 
purchases over the Internet 
in February. Kern may have 
obtained the card or its numbers 
when working for the victim 
over a period of several months 
cleaning his home in Starke.  
Bond was set at $50,000 for the 
charges.

Tammy Sneed Lazaro, 39, of 
Hawthorne was arrested June 
27 by Starke police for larceny, 
possession of drugs–controlled 
substance without a prescription, 
trafficking in opium or 
derivative and possession of 
drug equipment. According to 
the arrest report, Lazaro was at 
Walmart in Starke when she was 
observed by an employee putting 
clothing in her purse. She paid for 
several items in her cart at check 
out and went to leave the store 
when she was detained. When 
police arrived and searched her 
purse, they found, in addition to 
the stolen clothes, several bottles 
of pills containing Methadone 
and Klonopin, along with a 
glass crack pipe. Bond was set at 
$75,000 for the charges.

Leroy Roger McCauley, 38, 
of Starke was arrested June 26 
by Bradford deputies for battery 
and Albert Leo Whitmore, 27, 
of Hampton was arrested by 
Bradford deputies for aggravated 
assault with a weapon. According 
to the arrest report, McCauley 
started hitting Whitmore after 
Whitmore threatened to slice 
another person’s throat if he 
was let back in the home and 
told McCauley’s wife he would 
use the knife on anyone if he 
needed to. Law enforcement was 
called, and a knife was found 
on Whitmore during his arrest. 
Bond was set at $25,000 for the 
charge against Whitmore. Bond 
was set at $10,000 for the charge 
against McCauley.

Joshua Wade McGilvery, 25, 
of Melrose was arrested June 28 
by Bradford deputies for driving 
under the influence. 

Kenneth Ash McNeal, 50, of 
Brooker was arrested June 25 by 
Bradford deputies on an out-of-
county warrant from Alachua for 
possession of drugs–controlled 
substance without a prescription. 
Bond was set at $10,000 for the 
charge.

Eugene Sylvester McRae, 35, 
of Brooker was arrested June 30 
by Bradford deputies on a warrant 
for burglary of an unoccupied 
dwelling and for larceny–grand 
theft. Bond was set at $100,000 
for the charges.

Tykey Taran Mendez, 21, of 
Gainesville was arrested June 30 
by Starke police during a traffic 
stop for two charges of possession 
of marijuana, possession of 
drugs–controlled substance 
without a prescription and 
possession of drug equipment. 
His passenger, Amadino Rahim 
Ortiz, 21, of Gainesville, was 
also arrested by Starke police 
for possession of marijuana and 
possession of drugs–controlled 
substance without a prescription.

Chad Walter Moore, 26, of 

Jacksonville was arrested June 27 
by Lawtey police for possession 
of marijuana and possession of 
drugs without a prescription. 
Bond was set at $6,000 for the 
charges.

Ariel Renaee Olive, 21, of 
Starke was arrested June 26 by 
Bradford deputies for battery. 
According to the arrest report, 
Olive got into an argument with 
her husband and struck him 
multiple times with her hand and 
fist and kicked him in the groin. 

Ternisha Angelica Owens, 
20, of Jacksonville was arrested 
June 25 by Bradford deputies for 
probation violation. Bond was set 
at $25,000 for the charge.

Leigh Phillip Pinckney, 20, of 
Lawtey was arrested June 26 by 
Bradford deputies for loitering. 
Bond was set at $1,000 for the 
charge.

Gustavo Rendon-Martinez, 26, 
of Keystone Heights was arrested 
June 27 by Bradford deputies for 
operating a vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license. Bond was 
set at $500 for the charge.

Shirley Ann Robinson, 43, of 
Gainesville was arrested June 
28 by Bradford deputies for 
driving while license suspended 
or revoked. Bond was set at $500 
for the charge.

Sharmaine Barbara Sailes, 
22, of Jacksonville was arrested 
June 25 by Bradford deputies for 
failure to appear.

John Robert Stout, 22, of 
Graham was arrested June 24 
by Bradford deputies for driving 
while license suspended or 
revoked and possession of drugs–
controlled substance without a 
prescription. According to the 
arrest report, law enforcement 
was called about a person in the 
Brooker area riding a motorcyle, 
and possibly under the influence 
of methadone. A deputy spotted 
Stout on a motorcycle near River 
Bend Estates, but Stout pulled 
into a driveway when he saw the 
deputy. A search of Stout turned 
up a bottle of methadone pills, 
and he was arrested. Bond was 
set at $6,000 for the charges.

Kevin Laroy Sullivan, 35, of 
Brooker was arrested June 26 by 
Bradford deputies for probation 
violation. No bond was allowed 
for the charge.

Felicia Naomi Swafford, 22, of 
Starke was arrested June 26 by 
Bradford deputies for probation 
violation. No bond was allowed 
for the charge

Antonio Pierre Urolia, 38, 
of Jacksonville was arrested 
June 27 by Starke police for hit 
and run, driving while license 
suspended or revoked and on 
an out-of-county warrant from 
Duval. According to the arrest 
report, Urolia hit the back of a 
vehicle that was stopped on S.R. 
16 at the intersection of U.S. 301 
in Starke. Urolia then turned 
around and went east on S.R. 16, 
with the victim following him in 
his vehicle to Thompson Street 
in Starke, while also calling the 
police. When the officer arrived, 
Urolia admitted to hitting the 
vehicle, but said he left to go 
to a friend’s home to check 
on his kids. Running Urolia’s 
information through dispatch, 
it was discovered his license 
was suspended, along with the 
warrant out of Duval County for 
his arrest. Bond was set at $3,100 
for the charges.



Adel, Ga. He was an assistant for 
four years, serving as offensive 
coordinator for the last two years.

In 2005, Green returned to 
Florida, accepting the head 
coaching position at Hamilton 
County High School at the age 
of 27. He went 11-18 in three 
seasons at Hamilton County 
before resigning to become 
offensive coordinator and 
assistant head coach at Orange 
Park High School, where his 
father was hired as head coach.

“I wanted to work for him and 
try to learn how he did things,” 
Green said.

The biggest thing he learned 
from his father, Green said, was 
how to manage a coaching staff 
and ensure that coaches and 
players were all on the same 
page.

“He taught me a lot about how 
to do that and how to go about 
doing it the right way,” Green 
said.

Orange Park went 34-22 
in the five years Green and 
his father coached there. The 
school had won only two district 
championships in its history, but 
went on to win three straight in 
2008, 2009 and 2010.

In his one year as assistant 
head coach at Fleming Island, 

the Golden Eagles put together 
the second undefeated regular 
season in school history and 
finished 10-1 after a loss in the 
first round of the playoffs.

 Farnsworth said he feels good 
about hiring Green because Green 
wasn’t putting his name in for 
every head coaching opportunity 
that became available. He knew 
what he wanted, and Bradford 
High School was that school.

“What he was looking for was 
a small, rural community with 
one high school and one that 
he could put back on the map,” 
Farnsworth said.

Green said it will take time and 
a lot of work as Bradford tries 
to rebound from a 3-7 season, 
though it was a season in which 
the Tornadoes qualified for the 
playoffs. Numbers were down in 
the spring as just over 30 players 
were attending practices.

“I’m willing to put in the 
time and effort it takes,” Green 
said. “I know it’s not a one-year 
turnaround.”

Green said he would soon be 
getting out in the community, 
talking to current players and 
their families and describing 
to them his philosophies and 
what he wants to accomplish 
at BHS. The goal is to not only 
convince current players to stick 
with the program, but to also 
convince other kids, through 
word of mouth, to join as well. 

The following individuals 
were arrested recently by local 
law enforcement officers in 
Bradford, Union and Clay 
(Keystone Heights area) counties:

Bradford
Ernest Charles Vanwart, 56, of 

Starke was arrested June 27 by 
Starke police for disturbing the 
peace. According to the arrest 
report, Vanwart was drinking 
and banging on the back door 
of the victim’s residence, and 
wouldn’t leave when asked to. 
Bond was set at $5,000 for the 
charge.

Terrell S. Warren, 33, of Starke 
was arrested June 28 by Starke 
police for two charges of battery. 

According to the arrest report, 
Warren and the victim—his 
girlfriend—were arguing, during 
which time Warren kicked and 
punched her in the face. Warren’s 
uncle was also in the home and 
yelled at Warren during the 
argument, causing Warren to 
run to the uncle’s room and start 
choking him and holding him to 
the floor. The girlfriend kicked 
Warren in the back to get him off 
his uncle. Warren then got up and 
hit her in the face again before 
leaving the residence. 

Charles Bradley Wilson, 53, 
of Lawtey was arrested June 30 
by Bradford deputies for failure 
to appear. Bond was set at $1,000 
for the charge.

Keystone/Melrose
Alejandro Jimenez, 32, of 

Keystone Heights was arrested 
June 28 by Clay deputies for 
battery.

Michael Merritt, 63, of 
Keystone Heights was arrested 
June 24 by Clay deputies for two 
probation violations.

Aaron Taber, 28, of Melrose 
was arrested June 30 by Clay 
deputies for battery and criminal 
mischief.

John Walker, 26, of Keystone 
Heights was arrested June 30 
by Clay deputies for battery 
and resisting a law enforcement 
officer.

Joshua Watts, 27, of Keystone 
Heights was arrested June 30 
by Clay deputies for leaving the 
scene of a crash.

Union
Zachery Clifford Schaeffer, 

22, of Worthington Springs 
was arrested June 26 by Union 
deputies for aggravated assault 

with a weapon. According to the 
arrest report, Schaeffer, who lives 
in the Santa Fe Mobile Home 
Park, got into an argument with 
next-door neighbors over a dog. 
The neighbors told the deputy 
their kids were outside playing 
when a small dog was let outside 
from Schaeffer’s residence. The 
dog ran toward the kids playing 
in the driveway and almost bit 
one of the kids.  The mother of 
the kids yelled that if the dog bit 
one of her kids, she would break 
the dog’s neck. Schaeffer then 
came out cursing the woman and 
eventually cursing her husband, 
who came out and walked to 
the road to yell at Schaeffer, too. 
Schaeffer then went inside his 
home and came back out with a 
knife with a red handle and a bent 
blade. Schaeffer started to walk 
off the porch toward the husband, 
but was restrained by someone in 
the home. The neighbors called 
law enforcement, and the deputy 
was able to locate a knife that 

fit the description in Schaeffer’s 
residence before arresting him.

A 16-year-old male was 
arrested June 26 by Union 
deputies for felony battery and 
felony larceny. According to 
the arrest report, the juvenile 
got into an argument with his 
mother, and when she asked him 
to leave her room, he slapped her 
across the face, causing her to 
fall down. When his mother got 
back on her feet, he head-butted 
her in the forehead, causing 
her to fall again.  He then took 
her cell phone and her keys, 
preventing her from leaving. 
The mother eventually went to a 
neighbor’s home and called law 
enforcement, and the juvenile 
was arrested at the home where 
the mother and several other 
children live.

Quentin Johnson, 20, of Lake 
Butler was arrested June 24 by 
Union deputies on a warrant for 

distribution of cocaine–within 
1,000 feet of school or public 
park, and possession of drugs–
controlled substance without a 
prescription. Bond was set at 
$60,000 for the charges.

Linda Gail Beadnell, 51, of 
Lake Butler was arrested June 29 
by Union deputies for disorderly 
intoxication. According to the 
arrest report, Beadnell was 
walking in the middle of C.R. 
239A near dark. A family 
member called law enforcement 
to report that Beadnell was drunk 
and was walking in the middle of 
the road. When a deputy arrived, 
Beadnell said she was walking 
to Providence, but couldn’t say 
whom she would stay with and 
said she wouldn’t stay with her 
family nearby. She then started 
walking in the middle of the road 
again, causing several oncoming 
vehicles to pull over to avoid 
hitting her. She was arrested and 
transported to jail.
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Green stressed he has an open-
door policy in which anyone, 
regardless of whether or not they 
played last year or in the spring, 
will be welcomed.

“My number-one priority 
right now is to try to touch the 
community through the kids and 
get the numbers back up,” Green 
said.

In a portfolio that accompanied 
his resume and application, 
Green wrote that he envisions his 
offense operating out of multiple 
formations and running the ball 
60-65 percent of the time. That 
is an estimate, though, as Green 
noted that the team will take what 
the opposing defense gives it.

“My philosophy on 
offense is that in order to win 

championships, you must 
establish a strong running game 
and an efficient passing game,” 
Green wrote in his portfolio. 
“I will use the run to set up the 
pass.”

Green said his defensive 
philosophy centers on adapting 
to take away an opponent’s 
strength and utilizing speed to 
create a blitzing and aggressive 
style of play. The key, though, is 
to keep it simple.

“I believe a confused defense 
is a passive defense, so we will 
keep it simple to allow our 
players to be aggressive,” Green 
wrote in his portfolio. “The 
majority of the time, the most 
physical team will win, and we 
will strive to always be just that.”

Green said he is looking 
forward to building upon the 
foundation already in place at 
BHS and “trying to take it to 
another level.”

Farnsworth said, “I’m really 
excited about the future.”

The Bradford High School 

Football Boosters invite Tornado 
supporters to meet Green, his 
family and staff at the Downtown 
Grill in Starke on Friday, July 11, 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Light refreshments will be 
served.



Cox and hearing him share his 
stories for more than 20 years.

“What a wonderful, humble 

human being Glenn is,” she said. 
“He’ll do anything for anyone.”

Cox, who has been writing 
poetry ever since he was in 
the service, perhaps summed 
himself up best with a poem he 
wrote entitled, “My Creed:”

  Thursday, July 3, 2014 • Telegraph, Times & Monitor B Section 7B

Serving Families in North Florida since 1973

STARKE OFFICE OPEN 8:30 to 5:30 MON-FRI
Hwy 301 North, Starke • 904-964-2010

 (Next to Best Western)

The area’s largest supplier of Colored Granite
When Quality Counts, You Can Count On Us

Primary Location in Lake City at 561 NW Hilton Ave.

Member of Better Business Bureau
Monument Builders of North America

Florida Monument Builders
FL Lic. # F037700

Official Sports Medicine Providers
Tornadoesfor the Bradford High School

KATIE TRUMBLE, DPT, ATC/L CAITLIN RAUCKHORST, ATC/L•

319 West Call Street – Suite A
Starke, Florida 32091

Phone: (904) 368-1257
Fax: (904) 368-1258

Does your business have a 
story to tell? A product or 
service to sell?

The Bradford County Telegraph
Advertising Department can provide you 
with the in depth coverage you desire...

Call 904-964-6305
or email us at

Darlene Douglass
darlene@bctelegraph.com

or
Kevin Miller

kmiller@bctelegraph.com

Advertorial 
Advertising Works!

 d Obituaries d

Gerald Dukes
LAKE BUTLER—Gerald Reuel 

Dukes left this world to meet his 
heavenly father on Thursday, June 
26, 2014. He entered this world on 
Oct. 12, 1934 in Dukes to the late 
Gracie Green Dukes and Reuel King 
Dukes. Mr. Dukes was a Christian 
and a member of Harmony Free 
Will Baptist Church in Lake Butler. 
He graduated from Union County 
High School and lived his entire 
life in Union County. In the 1970’s 
he owned and operated Dukes and 
Sons Produce, Inc in Lake Butler. 
He was well known in this area as 
a successful farmer, farming in 
Alachua, Bradford, Baker, and Union 
Counties. For many years he grew 
various truck crops and tobacco. 
He also had a successful timber 
business while farming. Along with 
his parents he owned and operated 
Dukes Grocery store for many years. 
Mr. Dukes retired from farming in 
the ‘90s. His hobbies were fishing, 
gardening, and cooking. He was 
preceded in death by his son David 
Randall “Randy” Dukes. 

He is survived by: his loving wife 
of 57 years, Joyce Long Dukes of 
Lake Butler; sons, Gerald R (Gerry) 
Dukes, Jr. of Denver, Colo., Michael 
Dean (Tammy) Dukes of Brooker, 
and Terry William Dukes of Lake 
Butler; daughter-in-law, Julie Brown 
Dukes of Orange Park; sisters, 
Eloise McCormick and Diane 
Alligood both of High Springs. He is 
also survived by eight grandchildren 
and seven great grandchildren.

Services were held on June 30 at 
Harmony Free Will Baptist Church. 
Burial followed at Elzey Chapel 
Cemetery. Archer Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.

PAID OBITUARY

William Hopkins

William Hopkins
STARKE— William Walter 

Hopkins, age 84, of Starke passed 
away Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at his 
residence. He was born on June 1, 
1930 to the late Edwin A. and Elsie 
Hopkins. William has been a resident 
of Starke since 1980 where he was 
a longtime member of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church. After graduating 
from high school in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, William entered into the 
United States Army as a paratrooper 
in the 82nd Airborne Division 
and fought in Korea at the Chosin 
Reservoir. He worked in the finance 
business for a number of years until 
he was hired by the Florida State 
Prison where he retired in 1994.  
While working for FSP, William 

was on the Pistol Team where he 
and his wife traveled all over the 
state of Florida. He enjoyed fishing 
and most of all spending time with 
family, especially his grandchildren. 
William was preceded in death by 
his son, Michael Dennis Hopkins; 
his brothers, Edwin A. Hopkins, Jr. 
and Howard Hopkins; and his sister, 
Ethel Reisinger.

William is survived by: his loving 
wife of 40 years, Linda Hubbard 
Hopkins; his children, Timothy 
(Heather) Yarbrough of Little 
Rock, Ark., Lee (Tracy) Yarbrough 
of Leesburg and Wendy (David) 
Reynolds of Keystone Heights; his 
sister, Thelma (Steve) Edwards of 
Joshua Tree, Calif.; his sister-in-
law, Eleanor Hopkins of Cincinnati, 
Ohio; his six grandchildren, Tim, 
Alan, David, April, Dylan and 
Heather; many nieces and nephews; 
and his dog, Angel.

A Memorial Service will be 
held on Saturday, July 5, 2014 at 
2:00 pm at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church with Reverend Dennis 
O’Neill officiating. Arrangements 
are under the care and direction of 
Archie Tanner Funeral Services of 
Starke. 904-964-5757.   PAID OBITUARY

Mary Norman

Mary Norman
HIGHLAND— Mary Crofford 

Norman, 63, of Highland died 
Saturday, June 28, 2014 at her 
residence. She was born in Dallas, 
Texas on Nov. 10, 1950 to the late 
James and Marie Crofford. She 
resided in Highland for the past 47 
years. She attended Highland First 
Baptist Church for many years 
and worked at Penney Retirement 
Community as a housekeeper for 16 
years. 

She is survived by: her husband of 
47 years, Howard Norman, Sr.; her 
children, Howard (Dana) Norman, 
Jr. of Raiford and Hope Norman 
(B.J.) Crawford of Lawtey; two 
grandchildren; sisters, LouEllen 
Wilkerson of Starke, Betsy Gordon 
of Atlanta, Ga., and Jimmy Dean 
Hoover of Clay Hill.  

The funeral service was held 
on July 2 at Highland First Baptist 
Church with Pastor Gary Melvin 
officiating. Interment followed 
at Highland First Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Arrangements are under 
the care and direction of Archie 
Tanner Funeral Services of Starke.  

Mary Paulk
ITALY, TEXAS—Mary Evelyn 

Hendricks Paulk, 93, of Italy, 
Texas, formerly of Lake Butler died 
Monday, June 23, 2014. She was born 
in Lake Butler where she graduated 
from Union County High school. She 
was daughter of the late Butler and 
Ollie Langford Hendricks. She was 
preceded in death by: her husband 
of 63 years, Edison Paulk; son, Gary 
Edison Paulk; and daughter, Mary 
Iris Paulk; brothers, John, Harold, 
and James Hendricks. She was a 
Christian. 

She is survived by: daughter, 
Susan Thomas (Byron Lee) Fuller; 
four grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; sister, Marie Brooks 
of Jacksonville; brothers, Drew, 
David, Brian, and Herman of Lake 
Butler, Joe of Springhill, Vernon 
of Gainesville, and Donald of 
Tennessee. 

Graveside funeral services 
were held June 28 at Elzey Chapel 
Cemetery with Mark Redd 
officiating. Archer Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.

Max Raulerson

Max Raulerson
MONIAC, GEORGIA— Max 

Raulerson, age 71, of Moniac, Ga. 
passed away Friday, June 27, 2014 
at his residence shortly after his 
loving wife of 36 years passed away. 
He was born in Moniac on Oct. 3, 
1942 to the late Douglas Raulerson, 
Sr. and Cleo Canaday Raulerson.  
Max has been a lifelong resident of 
Moniac where he attended school 
and graduated from St. George 
High School in 1962. In 1962, Max 
started his career as a mental health 
staff member at Northeast Florida 
State Hospital where he met the 
love of his life, Patricia Ann Griffis. 
On Dec. 31, 1976, Max and Patricia 
were married; residing in Moniac 
since their marriage.  In 1987, they 
had a daughter they named Jessica. 
They both enjoyed being parents and 
loved raising their daughter. Max 
retired after many dedicated years 
of service at Northeast Florida State 
Hospital. Max was very friendly 
and sociable. He loved being around 
people and helping others. Max 
enjoyed gardening as he had many 
garden projects and yard work. Most 
of all, Max loved his family and 
enjoyed spending time with them. 
He was preceded in death by: his 
parents; his loving wife, Patricia 
Raulerson; his sister, Ella Higdon; 
and his half brother, Billy Taylor.

Max is survived by: his loving 
daughter, Jessica Irene Raulerson 
of Moniac; his brother, Douglas 
(Kathleen) Raulerson of Moniac; 
and his sisters, Gail (Leonard) Davis 
of Macclenny and Maxine Burnsed 
of Baker County.  

Funeral services were held on 
July 2 at V. Todd Ferreira Funeral 
Services Chapel with Pastor Randall 
Griffis officiating. Interment 
followed at Brown Cemetery in 
Starke. The arrangements are under 
the care and direction of V. Todd 
Ferreira Funeral Services, 250 
North Lowder Street, Macclenny, 
FL 32063 (904)259-5700. Visit 
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com to 
sign the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Patricia Raulerson

Patricia 
Raulerson

MONIAC, GEORGIA—Patricia 
Ann Griffis Raulerson, age 63, 
of Moniac, Georgia passed away 
Friday, June 27, 2014 at her residence. 
She was born in Gainesville on Dec. 
12, 1950 to the late Elisha Griffis 
and Irene Woods Griffis. Patricia 
was raised in Union County where 
she graduated from Union County 
High School in 1970.  After high 
school, Patricia began working at 
Northeast Florida State Hospital in 
Macclenny. While working for the 
hospital she met the love of her life, 
Max Raulerson.  They married on 
Dec. 31, 1976 and moved to Moniac 
where they have resided for many 
years.  She continued her education 
at Lake City Community College 
and earned her Associates Degree in 
mental health. Patricia loved helping 
people and enjoyed her career at the 
hospital. She retired after 35 years 
of service as a supervisor. In 1987, 
Patricia and Max had a daughter 
they named Jessica. They both 
enjoyed being parents and loved 
raising their daughter. Patricia loved 
her family and enjoyed working on 
crafts. She enjoyed making jewelry, 
sewing, wood working, and making 
her home beautiful with home décor.  
Her loving husband of 36 years, Max 
Raulerson, went to be with her in 
heaven on June 27 shortly after her 
passing.  

Patricia is survived by: her loving 
daughter, Jessica Irene Raulerson 
of Moniac; her brothers, Roger  and 
Earl (Edith) Griffis both of Lake 
Butler; and her sisters, Peggy Griffis 
of Jackson, Miss. and Susan (Lloyd) 

Roark of Lake City.  
Funeral services were held on 

July 2 at V. Todd Ferreira Funeral 
Services Chapel with Pastor Randall 
Griffis officiating. Interment 
followed at Brown Cemetery in 
Starke. The arrangements are under 
the care and direction of V. Todd 
Ferreira Funeral Services, 250 
North Lowder Street, Macclenny, 
FL 32063 (904)259-5700. Visit 
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com to 
sign the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Lois Varnes
LAKE BUTLER—Lois Varnes, 

87, of Lake Butler died Sunday, June 
29, 2014 at E.T. York Haven Hospice 
in Gainesville after an extended 
illness. She was born Aug. 17, 1926 
to the late Perry M. and Nita F. 
Green. She was preceded in death 
by: her husband, Aaron Varnes; six 
brothers and two sisters. She was a 
Baptist.

She is survived by: her niece, 
Nita (Donald) Jones; sisters, Sherry 
Miller of Raiford, and Beatrice 
Johns of St Augustine

Graveside services were held 
July 2 at Sapp Cemetery in Raiford. 
Archer Funeral Home of Lake Butler 
is in charge of arrangements. 

Joyce 
Windgassen

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS— Joyce 
Brymer Windgassen, age 70, of 
Keystone Heights passed away at her 
home Friday, June 27, 2014.  She was 
born in Utica, N.Y. on June 17, 1944 
to the late John R. and Ethel (Parry) 
Jones and had moved to Keystone 
Heights in 1988 from St. Petersburg. 
While serving our Country as a 
Merchant Marine she was also a ship 
nurse. Mrs. Windgassen was a big 
believer in education; she had earned 
her Master’s Degree in nursing 
which led to her career as being a 
RN and Nurse Educator with the 
State of Florida before retiring from 
the Northeast Florida State Hospital 
in Macclenny.   She was a longtime 
Elder with the First Presbyterian 
Church of Starke in which she was 
also very active. She was a member 
of the Order of Eastern Star Chapter 
#40 in Lake Butler and in New York; 
she enjoyed quilting, sewing, and 
reading in her spare time.  Her son, 
Philip Windgassen preceded her in 
death in 1987.  

Survivors are: her husband of 46 
years, Robert “Bob” Windgassen; 
and their daughter, Ericka Brown of 
Keystone Heights.  Also left behind 
are her precious grandchildren, 
Michael and Danielle and great-
granddaughter, Penelope Brandon; 
along with numerous cousins. 

Funeral services for Mrs. 
Windgassen were July 2 in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Starke 
with Dr. Don McGarity officiating.    
Interment followed at the Keystone 
Heights Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers 
the family has requested donations 
to be made to the Presbyterian 
Church Women’s group or the Order 
of Eastern Star.    Arrangements are 
under the care of Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker Drive, 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656. (352) 
473-3176. www.jonesgallagherfh.
com

PAID OBITUARY

COX
Continued from 3B

To live a life gentle and kind
To treat all people as friends 

of mine
To take the good with the bad
To thank my God for faith I 

have had
To try to do the things that are 

right
To make someone else’s 

pathway bright
If friends of mine, my life 

review,
They can say he was a friend 

we knew
He was a man who looked for 

good
He was a man who stood for 

right, as all men should
Some words that I hope I leave 

behind
Will encourage these dear 

friends of mine
To be honest and generous 

while I am here
No criticisms at all will I fear
This I am sure is all I need
For my philosophy and my 

creed.



life.”
Life itself is something Spiller 

and Warren make it a point to talk 
about with the children. Yes, the 
two UCHS standouts went on to 
play in college and the NFL, but 
it took more than football skills 
to pave those successful paths. 
Each stressed the importance of 
education.

“You’re looking at a guy who 
was a class clown and had to sit 
out a year of football,” Spiller 
told the children prior to the start 
of the camp. “That kind of put 
everything back into perspective.

“It doesn’t matter how talented 
you are. That classroom comes 
first.”

Warren said the expectation at 
the camp is for children to pay 
attention, give their all and do 
their best. The same applies to 
the classroom.

“That goes a long way,” 
Warren said. “That’s in my post-
camp speech—the classroom 
and the importance of paying 
attention, focusing and giving 

your best, not just out here on 
this grass, but inside the hallways 
on the carpet.”

Warren and Spiller said that by 
making the NFL despite growing 
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CAMP
Continued from 1B

Bryson Hill gets some assistance from C.J. Spiller as 
Jordyn Sumpter looks on.

RIGHT; Noah Ray 
sprints his way 
around cones. 

BELOW: Nicolas 
Moreland enjoys a 
break with former 
UF wide receiver 

Louis Murphy. 
More photos 

can be viewed at 
StarkeJournal.

com.

up in a small town, they hoped 
they can be examples that one 
can succeed no matter where he 
or she comes from. However, 
they wanted to make it clear to 
the children that even though 
everyone can’t go on to be a 
professional athlete, they can 
achieve success.

“I’m always impressed 
by the doctors, lawyers and 
businessmen that I played with 

on the (UCHS) football team,” 
Warren said, adding that it was 
inspiring to him “to see them and 
know they went off to college 
and became professionals at 
what they wanted to be in life.”

Spiller told the children, 
“You guys are the future of this 
country, this world. I want to see 
everyone here be successful, but 
to be able to do that, it always 
starts in the classroom.”

Rodjericus Williams 
successfully makes a catch 

in stride.

Michael Oliver (right) carries the ball, while teammate 
Tyler Floyd looks to help out with a block.
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40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY.  All real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex 
or national origin, or an in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial 
status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant women 
and people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.  This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of 
the law.  Our readers 
are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.  To 
complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777, the toll-
free telephone number 
for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.  For 
further information call 
Florida Commission on 
Human Relations, Lisa 
Sutherland 850-488-7082 
ext #1005 
47
Commercial 
Property (Rent, 
Lease, Sale)

DOWNTOWN STARKE Pro-
fessional Offices for rent, 
$315 per month.  Confer-
ence room, kitchen, utili-
ties and more provided.  
904-364-8395.  

RETAIL SPACE in busy 

strip center. 1,000 sq.ft. 
and 2,000 sq. ft. units. 
South HWY 301 front-
age, across from the KOA 
Campground. Call 352-
235-1675. 

FOR RENT PROFESSION-
AL OFFICE, 1,500 sq.ft. 
- $1,000/mo.- up to 3,000 
sq.ft. Contiguous $2,000/
mo. Warehouse 3,000 
sq. ft. $800/mo. Smith & 
Smith Realty. 904-964-
9222. 
49
Mobile Homes 
for Sale

LAND/HOME PACKAGES 
3  bed -  $399 /mon th 
4  bed -  $499 /mon th 
w a y n e f r i e r -
m a c c l e n n y . c o m 
904-259-4663 

LIKE NEW! 2007 3 BED 
D o u b l e w i d e 
3 9 k  s e t  u p  w / A C 
904-259-4663 

N O  M O N E Y  D O W N 
U s e  y o u r  l a n d .  
2 0 1 5  5 B R / 3 B A 
$ 5 9 9 / m o n t h 
w a y n e f r i e r -
m a c c l e n n y . c o m 
9 0 4 - 2 5 9 - 4 6 6 3  
Ends 7/31 

B R A N D  N E W  2 0 1 5 
2 8 x 5 2  6 k  o f f 
$ 5 5 , 9 0 0 
Set up w/AC. Ends 7/31 
904-259-4663 

1995 FLEETWOOD 16’X66’ 
mobile home. 2BR/2BA. 
Garden tub, fireplace, din-
ing and utility room. New 
roof over and siding! Call 
Roy or Carole DeCelle at 
904-769-5295

WILL SACRIF ICE MY 
BRAND NEW 2014 28x80 
4/2. Home is to big to fit on 
lot only asking 49,995 will 
deliver to your property at 
my expense all warranties 
still apply. Call Matt 386-
697-6209 

FACTORY REPO! I have 2 
28x60 3/2 2014 models 
never titled will deliver 
and set-up on your lot 
for 39,995 still has 1yr 
warranty. Call Chuck  
352-401-2979 
50
For Rent

MASSAGE ROOM AVAIL-
ABLE for rent. Inside 
Polished Hair Salon. 
330 S Lawrence Blvd.  
352-473-3717 

HOUSE- COUNTRY LIVING 
5 MILES W. STARKE 2BR 
/ 2BA, LR, DR, Kitchen, 
Utility Room, 2 car Car-
port, Central Heat & Air. 
$700/mo- First and Last 
mo. Rent. Service ani-
mals only. Call 904-964-
6718 

NEAR LAWTEY, MOBILE 
HOME 14X70. Clean 
& nice 2BR/2BA in the 
country. CH/A. &700/
month $500/deposit. We 
take credit check. Call  
904-771-2576 

HOUSE for rent. In good 
condition. For more infor-
mation call, 904-290-0083 
OR 904-964-5006. 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
2BR/1BA. CH/A, newly 
renovated. $500/month. 
On Silver Lake. Lawn care 
& maintenance included. 
Call 352-478-8321 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
3BR/2BA CH/A, new 
flooring. $650/month. 
First, last and deposit. 
Service animals only. 352-
473-0464 

BUILDING THAT USES 
METAL SHOP.  (Mc -
Clellan Recycling) 224 
E. Washington Street. 
Starke. $200 per month. 
Call 904-964-6305 

RENT A ROOM IN AN OF-
FICE. $300 per month. 
Utilities furnished, kitch-
en provided. 6 offices 

available. 4 downstairs, 
2 upstairs. For info call  
904-964-6305. 

2BR APT DOWNTOWN 
STARKE. $500/month. 
Call 904-364-9022 to see 
apt. 

5 Yr. 3BR/2BA house for 
rent. Tile floor, granite 
counters, Jacuzzi tub, gas 
fireplace, 2 car garage, 
wrap around porch. Lake 
access. Post Masters Vil-
lage in Keystone Heights. 
$1,050/mo. plus 1-month 
deposit. Call Dave 352-
473-3560. 

2BR/1BA APT. CH/A. Elec-
tric range, refrig. Hard-
wood floors. $495/mo. 
sec. deposit. References, 
call 

   904-966-1334. 
KEYSTONE 2BR/1BA. 1 

acre fenced. SW w/room 
addition. Clean. $525/
month plus last & secu-
rity. Please call 352-475-
3094 or 

   352-235-1143 
OFFICES FOR LARGE 

STAFF. Includes living 
qtrs, showers, kitchen, 
washer & dryer. This is a 
business office that has 
living qtrs. $1000/month. 
Call 904-364-9022 

2BR/1BA APT. CH/A. Elec-
tric range, refrig. Wall-to-
wall carpet. $400/mo. sec. 
deposit. References, call 
904-966-1334. 

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bed-
room MH, clean, close to 
prison. Call 352-468-1323 

 NICE MOBILE HOMES 
in Lake Butler & Starke 
2 & 3 BR single wides, 
fenced. DW in Lake But-
ler. Deposit required. Call 
678-438-6828. 

MOBILE HOMES FOR 
RENT starting at $525 
per month. Hidden Oaks, 
Lake Butler. Call 386-
496-8111. 

PERMANENT ROOMS 
for rent at the Magnolia 
Hotel. Both refrigerator 
and microwave. Special 
rates, by the month. Call 
904-964-4303 for more 
information. 

 SUITE OF OFFICES IN-
CLUDES Kitchen, Show-
er, Washer Dryer. Down-
town STARKE $1000/
MO. For information Call 
904-364-9022.

3 B R / 2 B A .  C H / A ,  w / d 
hook-up. Very clean, 
in private area. $595/
month p lus deposi t . 
904-364-8135 

4BR/2BA HOUSE LOCAT-
ED IN LAWTEY. $650/
month plus deposit. Call 
904-614-7502 

2BR/2BA SW mobile home. 
CH/A, fenced yard, front & 

back screened porch. Qui-
et neighborhood. Approx. 
3 miles from RMC Lake 
Butler Reception Cen-
ter. Service animals only.  
$625/month 1st & last, 
$400/deposit. Available 
July. Call 386-623-2407

LIVE IN THE COUNTRY. 
14 X60 MOBILE HOME. 
2BR/1BA. CH/A, very 
clean. $300 deposit, $550/
mo. Call 904-782-3380 or 
904-451-5236. 

3BR/2BA SW. Between 
Starke & Lake Butler. 
$550/monthly $300/de-
posit. 904-305-8287 or  
904-263-3999 

3BR/2BA DW. Outside 
Starke city limits. CH/A. 
$ 6 5 0 / m o n t h ,  $ 6 5 0 /
deposit. Call 352-235-
6319 

3BR/2BA SW. Outside 
Starke city limits. CH/A. 
$575/month plus $575/
deposi t .  P lease ca l l  
352-235-6319 

NICE 2BR/2BA DW. New 
wood floors tile & paint. 
Fenced 2.3 acres with 
ca rpor t  &  sunroom. 
K e y s t o n e  H e i g h t s 
area. $875/month. Call  
352-359-3572 
53 A
Yard Sales

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY. Sat 
7am-? Name brand adult 
& kids clothes, maternity 
clothes, house decor & 
much, much more! Lo-
cated on Morgan Road, 
follow signs.  

SATURDAY 9AM-3PM. 
8123 SW CR 18 Hampton 
Lake. Love seat, kitchen 
table & chairs, assorted 
tools, kitchen appliances, 
books, old records and 
board games. 352-468-
3287
53 B
Keystone Yard 
Sales

MOVING SALE. FRI. 8AM-
1PM. 445 SW Nightingale 
Street near Orchid Av-
enue. Furniture, antiques, 
household and miscel-
laneous items.  
57
For Sale

BUILDING AT 224  E . 
Wa s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t . 
$7000. Could be mower 
shop or recycling shop.  
Call 904-964-6305 
59
Personal 
Services

CLARK FOUNDATION RE-
PAIRS, INC. - Correction 
of termite & water-dam-

aged wood & sills. Level-
ing & raising Houses/
Bldgs. Pier Replacement 
& alignment. We do all 
types of tractor work, 
excavation and small 
demolition jobs. Free Es-
timates: Danny (Buddy) 
Clark, 904-545-5241. 

TREE, LIMB & DEBRIS 
REMOVAL. Will remove 
trees, limbs, & debris 
from yards. Will clean 
metal roofs of debris 
also. Free estimates. Call  
352-478-8177 
65
Help Wanted

D R I V E R S :   $ 5 , 0 0 0 
S I G N - O N  B O N U S ! 
Great Pay! Consistent 
Freight, Great Miles on 
This Regional Account. 
Werner  Enterpr ises: 
1-855-515-8447 

SCALER/SHIPPING CO-
ORDINATOR needed 
for 2nd shift. Must have 
working experience of 
scales and computers. 
We are an EEOC, drug 
free workplace. We offer 
401K, health insurance, 
paid holidays and va-
cation. Apply at Gilman 
Building Products, CR 
218 Maxville, FL or fax 
resume to 904-289-7736

NEEDED: Live in nanny 
for 2 children. 4 days 
on 4 days off. Keystone 
Heights area. Call or text 

904-614-6632. 
BRADFORD TERRACE 

8 0 8  S .  C o l l e y  R d . 
S t a r k e ,  F L .  3 2 0 9 1 
i s  n o w  a c c e p t -
i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s 
f o r  a  F l o o r  Te c h . 
E x p .  p r e f e r r e d 
Apply in person at or 
f a x  r e s u m e  t o  
9 0 4 - 9 6 4 - 1 4 9 7 
DFWP. EOE. 

HELP WANTED; RETAIL 
COUNTER SALES, FT 
position-40 plus hours. 
Applicant should have 
High School Diploma. 
Must have Retail Sales 
exp., and basic knowl-
edge of the computer. 
Lake Butler Farm Center  
Phone Number 386-496-
3921.                       Fax 
Number 386-496-1294.                                            
Email address: farm538@
windstream.net 

CDL-A Company. Teams: 
Start 55 cpm! Solo: 40 
cpm! Increased Sign-On 
Bonus PAID at Orienta-
tion! ALL MILES PAID! 
Late Model Trucks. 1-866-
204-8006.  

NEEDED: RELIABLE PER-

SON to do yard clean up. 
Must have trailer & power 
saw to do job. Haul to 
garbage dump. Call Joan 
@ 904-964-6305 

THE BRADFORD COUNTY 
Solid Waste Department 
is accepting applications 
for a part-time site atten-
dant. Applications along 
with a detailed job de-
scription, requirements 
and any additional in-
formation may be ob-
tained from the Bradford 
County Solid Waste De-

partment, located at 925 
North Temple Avenue, 
Starke, Florida 32091; 
by telephone (904) 966-
6382; or from the Bradford 
County website: www.
bradfordcountyf l .gov 
All applications must be 
received by 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday July 11, 2014. The 
Bradford County Solid 
Waste Department is an 
equal opportunity em-
ployer. 
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BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
Union County School Board

40 hour Training Class provided.
CDL  required  to enroll.

Contact
Mike: 386-496-2182
or Transportation 

Dept: 386-496-2182

FOR SALE

Older 2BR/1BA singe wide on 2.10 acres, w/
heat & A/C in need of some repairs. Can be 

lived in with minimal repairs. Has well, 
septic, and elect. Several storage bldgs, & 

livestock pen w/water.

Call  386-496-1215
for more information

$28,500
NO OWNER FINANCE

NO RENT TO OWN

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

FloridaWorks is now CareerSource North Central Florida

Starke: 904.964.5278    Gainesville: 352.334.7103
careersourcencfl.com

Linking employers 
and job seekers

CareerSource North Central Florida is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
All voice telephone numbers may be reached by persons using TTY/TDD equipment 
via the Florida Relay Service at 711. 

Set Right Mobile Homes
Specializing In Relocations, Re-Levels, Set-Ups & Disposal

Rodney A. Carmichael, Owner
Email: set_right_homes@yahoo.com 904-364-6383

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & 
Non-HC accessible 

apartments.
“This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider, and employer.”
“Equal Housing Opportunity”

EXTRA CASH!
Could you use some now 
that the holidays are over?
We specialize in helping people 
sell through our Classifieds!

• YARD SALES • AUTOS • BOATS 
• CLOTHES • APPLIANCES... 
The list goes on..

Call Mary Today at 
904-964-6305



rallied with an eight-run fourth to 
even the score. Williston added 
another run in the top of the 
fifth with one out, but Keystone 
got out of the inning when Ryan 
Jones turned a double play.

Williston held a 9-8 lead going 
into the last inning. Keystone 
put two runners on when Carson 
Eatman and Chase Packham 
each got a hit. Ty Glenn then 
doubled to left field to bring both 
runners home and give Keystone 
a 10-9 win.

Keystone had to face Williston 
again in the championship game, 
but this time it was Keystone 
doing all the early scoring, while 
pitcher Karsen Smith kept the 
Williston bats in check. Keystone 
scored 13 runs in the first inning 
of what turned out to be a 
14-2 win. Smith recorded four 
strikeouts in earning the win.

For the tournament, Smith 
pitched 9.2 innings, giving up 
seven earned runs and striking 
out 12. Ashton Roach pitched 
three innings, giving up one 
earned run and striking out three.

Glenn batted .556 for the 
tournament, while Caleb Hall 
and Jones batted .455 and .444, 
respectively. The three batters 
combined for four doubles, two 
triples and 14 hits overall, with 
Hall leading the team with three 
extra-base hits.

Jones scored a team-high nine 
runs, while Eatmon and Gage 
Smith each scored five runs.

Head coach Chris Roach 
emphasized teamwork all season 
and said every player contributed 

to the district championship. 
Some of the players he singled 
out were: Wil Rogel with two 
hits and one walk, Packham 
with three stolen bases, one 
double and eight walks, Jackson 
Williams with a perfect fielding 
percentage, Gage Smith with one 
double, Eatmon with three hits, 
Caleb Crawford with one triple 
and two runs scored and Bryce 
Hart with a perfect fielding 
percentage and two runs scored.

Keystone Recreation 
Association wished to express 
its thanks to field crew members 
Tommy Baker, Dan Glenn, Justin 
Jones and Jason LeMaster, as 
well as sponsors B&H Interiors 
Inc., B.C. Industrial Supply 
Inc., C&R Electrical Services 
Inc., M&R Construction Inc., 
Keystone Building Corp., Teal 
Tile, Sunbelt Rental and E. 
Vaughan Rivers Inc. 
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The Keystone Recreation 
Association 10U all-star baseball 
team won its district for the 
second straight year, going 4-0 
and earning the right to compete 
in a state-level tournament this 
weekend in Fort White.

It was quite a performance by 
the Keystone bats at the June 27-
29 district tournament, which 
was hosted by Keystone at Little 
Rain Lake Park. Keystone scored 
56 runs, including 19 in an 18-
run win against Chiefland in its 
first game on June 27.

Keystone defeated its 
opponents by an average of nine 
runs per game, but the team had 
to come from behind twice to 
win a thriller against Williston 
to put itself in the championship 
game.

Following the 19-1 win over 
Chiefland, Keystone defeated 
Santa Fe 13-7 to advance to the 
semifinals to face Williston. 
Williston built an 8-0 lead in 
the third inning, but Keystone 

Keystone captures 2nd straight 
10U district championship

Karsen Smith threw 9.2 
innings, striking out 12 

batters.

Ty Glenn led the team with 
a .556 batting average.

The KRA 10U all-star team is: (front, l-r) Jackson Williams, Wil Rogel, Chase 
Packham, Bryce Hart, Caleb Crawford, (middle, l-r) Carson Eatmon, Ryan Jones, 
Gage Smith, Ashton Roach, Karsen Smith, Caleb Hall, Ty Glenn (back, l-r) assistant 
coach Dan Glenn, head coach Chris Roach and assistant coach Justin Jones.
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