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ABSTRACT -
 The Riverwalk District is a community park district that combines active and passive recreation with a more natural 
experience. The main focus is on the Saint Lucie River Estuary and its recreational opportunities.  The park district provides 
community pride and unity by attracting people to the area and involving local businesses.  The Riverwalk District is a mixture 
of proposed and existing city parks that are all connected either by multi-use trails or boardwalk along the River’s edge.  Each 
individual park offers the visitor a different experience.  The Riverwalk District provides the public new access to River and protects 
the access from being taken away in the future.  The Riverwalk District also provides connections for the community through 
greenways and blueways.  The park district brings the St. Lucie River into the visitor’s lives but, most importantly it showcases what 
the St. Lucie River and Port St. Lucie have to offer.                        

MY INSPIRATION FOR THIS PROJECT - 
 I was born in Stuart, Florida, which is eight miles from this site.  I have lived in the same house on the border of Port St. 
Lucie and Jensen Beach, three miles from the site, until I moved to Gainesville for school.  This area has played a vital role in my 
development.  I remember visiting Rivergate Park with my parents and grandparents when I was young, fishing and watching the 
wildlife, especially the family of otters that used to live there.  The boardwalk was shorter back then, but it provided such great 
opportunities for people like my family.  We didn’t own a boat until I was older, so like most people the only way we were able to be 
exposed to the St. Lucie River was on this boardwalk.  Having this amenity so close to our house made this park feel as if it were an 
extension of our own yard.  To me the otters felt like they were my pet.  They would always be at the River eating crabs and oysters, 
playing and sleeping on fallen trees. As I grew older I noticed the otters started to disappear.  I didn’t know why, but later on in life I 
learned what was happening.  
 The freshwater discharges from Lake Okeechobee are dumping millions and millions of polluted freshwater into our estuary.  
This water is laden with polluted runoff from farms and surrounding areas.  Not only is the freshwater flooding the brackish water 
estuary (which was once considered one of the most bio diverse ecosystems in the nation), the freshwater is toxic.  The result is 
major fish kills, green sludge algae blooms, and flesh eating bacteria.  At times bacteria levels are so high the City warns people of 
the danger of going into the water.  My otters and much more wildlife were driven away if not killed by this senseless act.  Many 
peoples’ livelihoods depend on this River and they are put in jeopardy by these discharges.  
 I want people to have the same experience with the River as I did.  I want to build this site so people are able to walk with 
their family down by the River and witness the splendors that exist in their own backyard.  I want the community to get close to 
our native wildlife and learn firsthand what is happening and what will happen if these destructive acts are continued. The greater 
exposure to the River’s different activities and attractions will result in a larger family of “river keepers.”  
 Previously there was a seven story hotel proposed for what I am calling the Riverwalk Park site.  However, this site is much 
more suited for a more natural experience.  As stated previously in my proposal there is a more appropriate location for a hotel/retail 
area on the main road with views of the River, Botanical Garden and park.  With my completed master plan I will show my concept 
to the City to give them another perspective for this area.  I want to show them an option that will benefit the community and the 
River, not just a developer.

CHAPTER ONE

My Grandparents, Sister and I on the 
original Riverwalk Boardwalk
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INTRODUCTION

PROJECT OVERVIEW-   
 The project site is located in Port St. Lucie, Florida.  Port St. 
Lucie is located about 45 miles north of West Palm Beach and 125 
miles from Orlando.  Port St. Lucie (A City for All Ages) is situated 
between Stuart (The Sailfish Capital of the World) and Ft. Pierce (The 
Sunrise City). Port St. Lucie is bifurcated by the St. Lucie River Estuary 
and bordered by the Indian River Lagoon, two of the most bio-diverse 
ecosystems in the nation.  Port St. Lucie consists of 75.5 square miles of 
land and 1.1 square miles of water.  The city has an estimated popula-
tion of 160,000 people.  
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THE MASTER PLAN SITE-
I have dubbed my Master Plan Site as the The Riverwalk District.  The Riverwalk 
District master plan site is located along the North Fork of the St. Lucie River Estuary.  
The site is also located along Westmoreland Boulevard / Veterans Memorial Parkway 
and Port St. Lucie Boulevard.  The Riverwalk District consists of 180 acres. It is divided 
into three main zones, the Northern anchor, the central area, and the Southern anchor. 
The Northern anchor consists of 35 acres, the central area consists of 100 acres and the 
Southern anchor consists of 45 acres.  Within the site there are five existing city parks, 
a mixed use development, and the city owned botanical gardens.  There is an existing 
boardwalk connecting two of the parks, Rivergate Park and Tom Hooper Park.  There 
is an estimated 7,000 residents within a 1 mile radius of the site.  The median age of the 
residents is 45.  The new City Center development is 1.2 miles from the site.  The City 
Center is a 70 acre mixed use development aiming to become the “downtown” of Port 
St. Lucie. e. 

CHAPTER ONE
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INTRODUCTION

OVERALL PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES-   
GET PEOPLE OUTSIDE AND INTERACTING:
 - Create a destination for all ages to enjoy
 - Promote community unity through a space the local residents can be proud of
 - Integrate the park district with the surrounding context
HELP PROTECT THE ST. LUCIE RIVER ESTUARY:
 - Expose the environmental issues that are effecting the River, like the high   
        nutrient loads from stormwater runoff and the practice of inundating the river  
   with polluted freshwater from Lake Okeechobee
 - Educate the public on what they can do to help the River now and in the future.
PRESERVE AND PROTECT RIVER ACCESS FOR THE PUBLIC:
 - Promote more appropriate use of valuable waterfront properties for the benefit  
   of the public
 - Provide permanent access to the River’s edge for the public

TO GET PEOPLE OUTSIDE AND INTERACTING-
 The main goal for this project at the community scale is to bring people together and 
outside to enjoy what great resources Port St. Lucie has to offer.  The project will also help 
promote more sense of pride in the community.  With pride more people will strive to keep the 
area clean and protected.  It will provide a safe place for people of all ages.  Local businesses 
can service the park with equipment rentals and food vendors.  Shops and restaurants can 
take advantage of the prime location near the park in a proposed lodging / commercial area.  
Promoting a more active community lifestyle is important.  I want to promote an active lifestyle 
to encourage the community to explore the area together, interact with nature, which will boost 
interest in the city and surrounding areas.
 

THE RIVER NEEDS OUR HELP-
 This project will promote the use and protection of the St. Lucie River through 
recreational activities that focus on the River and its quality as a vital resource for the city.  This 
project will showcase the River’s scenic views from the boardwalk, the world class fishing, 
and other outdoor recreation.  The St. Lucie River is one of the few places where a visitor can 
see alligators, kayak with manatees, witness bottlenose dolphins teaching their young how to 
catch fish, and catch a rod bending bull shark all in the same location.  I believe the experiences 
witnessed at the park will promote more interest and pride in the River.   By attracting interest 
in the River, more people will be affected when it is polluted by freshwater discharges from 
Lake Okeechobee.  This will create more exposure to the destruction and a greater interest in 
protecting the River.  With greater exposure, people will help to stop the pollution.

PRESERVE AND PROTECT-
 The site offers many opportunities for native habitat preservation.  Although the site 
was previously developed in some areas, it has since been demolished.  From the limited prior 
use of the area there are many stands of native trees and understory to be utilized.  The site plan 
will work around the existing native stands of vegetation and introduce more opportunities for 
wildlife habitat.  Great care and consideration will be used during the design phase near the 
River’s edge to ensure the least amount of environmental impact to the natural habitat.  The 
project will retain and reuse storm water onsite.  My plan will use proper plantings and retention 
areas to filter the stormwater runoff before entering the River. 

EDUCATE AND ENLIGHTEN-
 Another major goal for the project is to serve as an educational catalyst that sparks 
an interest in learning about the natural resources available in the area.  Opportunities for 
interpretive signage along the trails and boardwalk can explain to the visitors about what they 
are seeing and experiencing.  Classes on environmental issues affecting the area can be held 
onsite.  There is an opportunity for a space for holding “sustainable technology” workshops (i.e. 
rain barrel workshops where people can come and learn how to build their own rain barrels).  In 
conjunction with the newly built and city owned Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens next door, 
opportunities for plant sales and demonstrations on “Florida Friendly” plants and techniques are 
possible. 

Preserve and Protect

Get People Outside and Interacting

Educate and Enlighten

The River Needs Our Help
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CHAPTER TWO

BACKGROUND-   
 Port St. Lucie became a city in 1961.  In the 1950’s Port St. 
Lucie consisted of mostly uninhabited land, a fish camp and farms.  
The original development was focused around the northern part of 
the St. Lucie River.   In 2005 Port St. Lucie was the nation’s fastest 
growing city.  Today Port St. Lucie is still considered one of the 
nation’s fastest growing cities, increasing 85% in population from the 
2000 to 2010 census.  Today the population is an estimated 164,000 
residents.  The City offers the quintessential Florida lifestyle with its 
proximity to the St. Lucie River, Indian River Lagoon, and beaches 
on the Atlantic Ocean.  The area boasts multiple golf courses and the 
PGA Learning Center.  Port St. Lucie is also home to the New York 
Mets spring training camp and the St. Lucie Mets.  Within the City 
there are six public elementary schools, seven public K-8 schools, and 
three public high schools.  There are also four institutions of higher 
education; Florida Atlantic University, Indian River State College, 
Barry University, and Keiser University.  The climate of Port St. Lucie 
is subtropical, with temperatures in the high 80’s to low 90’s in the 
summer and mid 70’s during the winter.  The average rainfall is about 
53.5” per year, mostly accumulated during the summer months.

1966 Project Site Aerial 1980 Project Site Aerial 1992 Project Site Aerial 2005 Project Site Aerial 2010 Project Site Aerial 
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH

CITY ISSUES-   
 The city of Port St. Lucie has fallen victim to the urban sprawl 
trend that has plagued the state.  The City never developed a downtown 
area and became solely reliant on the automobile.  Strip plazas and 
parking lots line the roadways and hide the genius loci existing behind 
the concrete and asphalt.  It was turned into an anywhere USA city.  
However, the City has appointed a Community Redevelopment Agency 
(CRA) to help the revitalization and redevelopment of key areas within 
the city.  A mixed use development called the City Center has been 
partially completed.  The vision for the City Center is to become the 
“downtown” of Port St. Lucie.  It will have retail, office, and residential 
spaces along with the City Civic Center.  The Riverwalk District is on 
the western edge of the CRA area. 

RIVER ISSUES-   
 The St. Lucie River Estuary was once considered the most 
biologically diverse estuary in North America.  Before 1898, the St. 
Lucie River was a freshwater river that flowed into the Indian River 
Lagoon.  In 1898 the first permanent inlet connected to the River was 
built and had an “unexpected” result.  The St. Lucie River became an  
estuary with the influx of saltwater in the main part of the River.  The 
north and south forks of the River still maintained mostly freshwater.  
The River supported an amazing fishery and produced an abundance 
of oysters, clams, and sea grasses.  The River attracted many people to 
the area for its sportfishing opportunities.  Five different United States 
Presidents vacationed in the area to experience the great fishing.  
 After World War II canals were built that connected the River to 
Lake Okeechobee, and drained agricultural lands.  These canals started 
dumping polluted runoff and sludge into the River.  As early as 1950 
there was a River League formed to fight the damages being done by 
the canals but, no progress was made.  “The Martin County High school 
class of 1970 deemed the River dead and held a ceremonial burial of 
an outboard motor to memorialize the River’s demise.”  In 1972 with 
The Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act there was hope for 
the future of the River.  Despite all the environmental regulations and 
rules the River still continued its decline.  The St. Lucie River Initiative 
and the Rivers Coalition have filed a lawsuit against the Army Corps 
of Engineers.  Litigation is currently pending.  The public needs to be 
educated about the plight of the St. Lucie River Estuary.  The more 
fighting for the River, the better chance it has of surviving.

2010 Aerial of the City Center Development Strip Plaza Signs along the Roadside Street Corner in the City Center Development

Historic Photograph from the St. Lucie River Blue-green Algae Bloom from Polluted Runoff Sign Posted to Warn the Public
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CASE STUDY, INDIAN RIVERSIDE PARK -    
- Indian Riverside Park, Jensen Beach, Florida
- Designed by: Glatting, Jackson, Kercher, Anglin
- Park Features

- 63 acres, ½ mile waterfront
- Frances Langford Dockside pavilion

  - 3800 sq. ft. 
  - 2 story building
  - Banquet hall
  - Available to rent for events
  - Plantation Architecture
  - Wraparound porch with seating
  - Large overhangs
  - Holds 250 guests

- 4 outdoor pavilions with picnic tables and grills
- Beach area
- Kayak / Canoe Launch off of beach
- ¾ mile paved walking path
- 780 ft. fishing pier with docking 
- Interactive play fountain
- US Sailing Center
- Maritime and Classic Boat Museum
- Multi-purpose open space
- Butterfly Garden
- Treasure Coast Children’s Museum
- The Mansion at Tuckahoe

  - On National Register of Historic Places
  - Available to rent for events
  - Newly restored
  - Holds 400 guests
  - Fire places
  - Multiple outdoor terraces
  - Located on Indian River Lagoon

- Lagoon area
- Captain Sewall’s home
- Future Attractions

  - Mt. Elizabeth Archeology Exhibit presented by SEFAS
  - Mt. Elizabeth is on National Register of Historic Places
  - Mangrove Nature Trail System through Lagoon
  - Amphitheater and Stage

CHAPTER TWO
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CASE STUDY, INDIAN RIVERSIDE PARK -    
- How Indian Riverside Park relates to the Riverwalk District

- A waterfront community park that has opportunities for water based activities
- Plantation style architecture

- Large wraparound porches
- 2 story

- Cultural and Environmental education
- Museums
- Interpretive signage
- Suitability for camps and groups to take field trips to or be based out of the main building 

- Use of Pavilions
- With picnic tables
- Grills

- Multi-use Open space area
- Nature walk

- To immerse guests into the ecosystem
- Fishing pier 

- Relates to boardwalk area of Riverwalk
- Docking areas for guests visiting from the waterway

- Naturalized stormwater retention and filtration
- Appropriately located and planted stormwater ponds

- Easy access to the River’s edge
- Beach type of area to get close to water

BACKGROUND RESEARCH
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CASE STUDY, RIVERBEND PARK -    
- Riverbend Park, Jupiter, Florida
- On the Loxahatchee National Wild and Scenic River
- Park Features
 - Fishing
 - Picnic Pavilions
     - BBQ grills
     - Different sizes 
 - Canoe / Kayak Rentals
 - Bike Rentals
 - Trails
     - Biking
     - Hiking
     - Walking
     - Paddling
  - Connects to other parks and eventually the Atlantic Ocean
     - Equestrian
 - Historic Seminole War battlefields
 
 

CHAPTER TWO
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH

CASE STUDY,  RIVERBEND PARK -    
- How Riverbend Park relates to the Riverwalk District
- The Loxahatchee and St. Lucie Rivers area similar
- Passive public green open space
- Multi-use trails

- Biking
- Walking
- Hiking

- Picnic Pavilions
- Different sizes 
- equipped with BBQ grills

- Canoe and Kayak rentals
- Serves as hub for paddle trails on the Loxahatchee River
- Interpretive signage
- Fishing
- Birding
- Brings the visitors to the river’s edge
- Educates the visitors about the amazing natural resources available
- Intrigues the visitor to keep coming back for more
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CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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SURROUNDING LAND USE MAP-
The surrounding landuse consists largely of single family 
residential with commercial areas along Port St. Lucie 
Boulevard and U.S. 1.  Preserve and conservation areas line 
the edge of the St. Lucie River.

CHAPTER THREE
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CIVIC CONTEXT-
 This map shows the locations of the 
civic context around the site.  The Riverwalk 
District is centrally located between three of 
the major civic destinations in Port St. Lucie: 
The City Center Development, City Hall 
and the recently sold Club Med Sandpiper 
Bay whcih is going under a $25 million 
renovation.

CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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CHAPTER THREE

GREENWAY CONNECTIONS-
 This map shows the possible greenway 
connections to the surrounding neighborhoods and 
City Center development.
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CONTEXT ANALYSIS

NATURAL CONTEXT-
The Riverwalk District has access to the St. 
Lucie River, Indian River Lagoon, the St. Lucie 
Inlet, and the Atlantic Ocean.

ST. LUCIE RIVER

SITE

INDIAN RIVER LAGOON

ATLANTIC OCEAN

ST. LUCIE INLET

SSSSSITEEEE
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CHAPTER THREE

LAND COVER MAP-
This map indicates the plant 

communities represented in the surrounding 
area.  The red outline indicates the master 
plan area.  The plant communities found in 
the Riverwalk District are highlighted in 
yellow on the legend. 

MAJOR CIRCULATION MAP-
This map indicates the major circulation routes 

surrounding the Riverwalk District.  The site is conveniently 
located near Port St. Lucie Boulevard and U.S. 1 and just a 
couple miles from Florida’s Turnpike. There are three existing 
trolley stops located in the master plan area.
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EXISTING PARKS-
 This map indicates the existing parks 
along the North Fork of the St. Lucie River.  
The parks highlighted in red are in the 
master plan area. The parks highlighted in 
yellow could be accessed by blueway from 
the master plan area.

-
xixisting paparkkrkss ex
Lucicie e River. . L

PROPOSED BLUEWAYS-
 This map indicates the proposed 
blueways possible from the Riverwalk 
District. The blueways can serve a variety of 
watercraft.  Motorboats, sailboats, personal 
watercraft area all welcome to travel these 
waters, but the best way to explore this area 
is by canoe or kayak.  Certain parks and 
creeks are paddler accessible only.  Also, 
paddling will provide more accessibility to 
the wildlife and offer more opportunities for 
wildlife viewing and fishing.

CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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SITE ANALYSIS
 - CHAPTER FOUR -HAPTERR OURR
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CHAPTER FOUR

CRA FUTURE LAND USE MAP-
The existing land use plan has the area separated 

by small commercial areas and residential land.  hinder the 
connectivity of the area and block off the public from certain 
resources.

PROPOSED LAND USE MAP-
I have proposed to keep the commercial at the main 

intersection and redevelop the existing strip plazas into 
higher density mixed use areas.  I proposed to change the 
landuse to open space recreation to create a sinuous stretch 
of parkland that will connect the active recreation park to the 
more passive recreation areas and act as the main artery of 
the District.  
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SITE ANALYSIS

SOIL ANALYSIS-
 The soil analysis map represents the location 
of certain soil types within the Riverwalk District. 
The information gathered from the analysis indicates 
a mixture of sandy well drained areas and poorly 
drained soils in the lower elevation areas.

TOPOGRAPHY ANALYSIS-
 The topography of the Site ranges from 
below sea level to 13 feet above sea level.  The 
lower elevations are represented in green and the 
higher elevatoins in brown. 
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CHAPTER FOUR

SLOPE ANALYSIS-
 The slope analysis map indicates the 
severity of the slope within the Riverwalk District. 

SUITABILITY ANALYSIS-
 The overall suitability map is a collaberation 
of the previous analysis maps.  This map combines 
soil, topography, slope and landcover maps into 
one that indicates the more suitable land for 
development.  
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SITE ANALYSIS

WILDLIFE ANALYSIS-
 This map shows wildlife viewing 
opportunities in the Riverwalk District.  There 
area many opportunities to see terrestrial 
and aquatic wildlife.  The Site offers prime 
habitat for many popular species like atlantic 
bottlenose dolphins, west Indian manatees, 
otters, osprey, and bald eagles.

MANATEE

AMERICAN ALLIGATOR

OSPREY

WHITE IBIS

BOTTLENOSE DOLPHIN

GREAT BLUE HERON

ROSEATTE SPOONBILL

WOODSTORK
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CHAPTER FOUR

28

EXISTING 
PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT-
 The existing pedestrian movement through 
the Riverwalk District is mainly limited to a single 
sidewalk on the west side of Veteren’s Memorial 
Parkway and the existing Riverwalk Boardwalk.

PROPOSED 
PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT-
 My proposed pedestrian movement adds up 
to an additional 3.3 miles of pathways and trails and 
an additional 1.1 miles of boardwalk.
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SITE ANALYSIS

CONNECTIONS ANALYSIS-
 This map shows direct connection possibilities 
to the Riverwalk District through greenways and 
blueways.  The greenway connections to the Northern 
anchor utilize the open space around residential canal 
ways and existing conservation land.  The greenways 
connecting to the Southern anchor utilize an abandoned 
golf course. 

POSSIBLE BLUEWAY CONNECTIONS UTILIZING THE ST. LUCIE RIVER 

POSSIBLE GREENWAY CONNECTIONS UTILIZING THE ABANDONED GOLF COURSE AND CANAL WAYS
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CONCEPTS
 - CHAPTER FIVE -HAPTERR IVE
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CHAPTER SIX

SPECIFIC GOALS AND OBJECTIVES-   
FOR THE COMMUNITY AND SURROUNDING CONTEXT

 - PROVIDE A UNIFIED GATHERING SPACE

  - USE A CENTRALLY LOCATED SITE 
  - LOCATE NEAR RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

  - CREATE A BETTER LINK BETWEEN EXISTING PARKS

 - EASILY ACCESSIBLE FROM MAJOR ROADS

  - LOCATE NEAR MAJOR ROADS AND INTERSECTIONS

   - USE APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE FOR EASY NAVIGATION 
 - IMPROVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

  - PROPOSE NEW ROUTES TO LINK THE PREVIOUSLY BUILT CITY CENTER AND THE 
    RIVERWALK NORTH AND SOUTH DISTRICTS

 - INCREASE REVENUE

  - MORE EXPOSURE FOR EXISTING BUSINESSES

  - CREATE A BETTER LINK BETWEEN PARK AREAS AND LOCAL BUSINESSES

 - PROVIDE MORE PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE RIVER

  - MORE BOARDWALK ALONG THE RIVER’S EDGE

  - CANOE / KAYAK LAUNCHES

  - CREATE MORE AREAS FOR PUBLIC TO VIEW THE RIVER

 - EXPOSE THE PROBLEMS CAUSED BY OVER FERTILIZATION AND OTHER POLLUTION

  - THROUGH INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE, DISPLAYS, CLASSES, AND DEMONSTRATIONS

 - IMPROVE CURB APPEAL OF THE MAIN EAST-WEST CORRIDOR IN CITY

SPECIFIC GOALS AND OBJECTIVES-   
FOR THE RIVERWALK DISTRICT

 - PROVIDE A CULTURAL EXPERIENCE

  - TEACH ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY

  - SHOW THE PROGRESSION OF THE CITY AND REGION

 - GET PEOPLE OUTSIDE AND INTERESTED IN OUR NATURAL RESOURCES

  - PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES WITH THE RIVER AND   
      RELATED ECOSYSTEMS

 - MAKE A WALKABLE AREA WHERE PEOPLE FEEL SAFE

  - PROVIDE MULTI-USE TRAILS WITH MINIMAL CAR INTERACTION

  - WELL LIT PATHWAYS AND GATHERING AREAS

  - STRATEGIC PARKING AREAS THAT KEEP VEHICLES IN CERTAIN AREAS

 - BECOME A NODE OF INTEREST IN REGION

  - PROVIDE PUBLIC EASY ACCESS TO WORLD CLASS AMENITIES NOT FOUND IN   
      MANY OTHER PLACES

  - PROVIDE ENTERTAINMENT AREAS WITH RESTAURANTS, SHOPPING AND    
      AMPHITHEATER FOR OUTDOOR CONCERTS OR MEETINGS 
 - TO BE A COMMUNITY SHOWCASE

  - PROVIDE SPACE FOR LOCALLY FUELED FESTIVALS

 - TO BE A DESTINATION FOR ALL AGES

  - PROVIDE ACTIVITIES AND AMENITIES THAT ATTRACT PEOPLE OF ALL AGES

 - TO INCLUDE EXISTING BUSINESSES 
  - PROVIDE EXISTING BUSINESSES WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO BE PART OF THE NEW   
      SPACES WITH NEW BUILDING PLANS AND MORE EXPOSURE TO POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS

  - VENDOR OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF TOURS, RENTAL EQUIPMENT, FOOD

 - TO BE A DESTINATION FOR ALL TIMES OF THE DAY

  - PROVIDE ACTIVITIES THAT PEOPLE CAN ENJOY AT DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE   
      DAY, FROM A MORNING JOG TO MOVIE NIGHTS

 - BE ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE TO BOTH NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA

  - LOCATE EXISTING PRESERVES AND OTHER STANDS OF NATIVE HABITAT THAT   
      WILL PRESERVED AND PROTECTED

  - WILL NOT BE ALL PATCHES OF SMALL FRAGMENTED HABITATS 
  - TAKE INVENTORY OF SPECIES PRESENT AND THEIR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS
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THE MASTER PLAN

CONCEPT ONE-
 In this first concept the proposed community 
building is in the center of the project.  Green open 
space is on each side connecting to existing parks.  
The Riverwalk Park site would be more passive. 

CONCEPT TWO-
 In the second concept I moved the 
community building to the Riverwalk Park site and 
kept the central area a sinuous natural green space 
connecting the Northern anchor to the southern part 
of the central area.  The Riverwalk Park site and 
existing botanical gardens will act as the Southern 
anchor of the Riverwalk District in its entirety.  The 
community building and other program elements 
will help pull the patrons from the central area and 
Northern anchor.
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BOARDWALK COMMUNITY BUILDING AND EVENT SPACE

CANOE / KAYAK RENTALSWIDE PATHWAYS

ECO-TOURSEXERCISE TRAIL

PROPOSED PROGRAM-   
FOR THE RIVERWALK DISTRICT
 - CULTURAL EXPERIENCE

  - INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

   - VISUAL 
   - AUDIO

 - HISTORIC 
  - NATIVE AMERICAN

   - CHICKEE HUT

   - CANOE EXAMPLES

   - WHAT ROLE THE RIVER PLAYED IN THEIR LIVES

  - EARLY SETTLERS

   - CRACKER ARCHITECTURE

   - WHAT ROLE THE RIVER PLAYED IN THEIR LIVES

  - HISTORIC TIMELINE OF AREA

  - SMALL CULTURE BASED MUSEUM

  - AREA APPROPRIATE ARCHITECTURE

  - ECOTOURISM BASED OPPORTUNITIES 
   - TRAIL SYSTEM

    - MULTI-USE

     - BICYCLING

     - RUNNING / WALKING

     - SKATING

    - SPECIFIC USE

     - HIKING

     - WALKING

     - PADDLING

   - WILDLIFE VIEWING

    - ECO-TOURS

     - WALKING TOURS

      - SELF GUIDED TOURS

      - GUIDED TOURS

     - WATER TOURS

      - GUIDED BOAT TOURS

      - GUIDED CANOE / KAYAK TOURS

      - GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

   - REGIONAL ECO-CENTER

    - SERVE AS HUB FOR ECO-TOURISM IN THE AREA

  - MIXED-USE PROPERTY AREAS

   - CONVERT OLD STRIP PLAZAS AND COMBINE SOME EXISTING BUILDINGS

    - RESTAURANTS 
    - OFFICE

    - RETAIL 
    - RESIDENTIAL

CHAPTER SIX
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PROPOSED PROGRAM IMAGES-

BEACH ENTRY TO RIVER INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE BIRDING AND EXCELLENT VIEWS OUTDOOR FAMILY OUTINGS

PUBLIC SHORE FISHING OPPORTUNITIESINFORMATIONAL KIOSKSPADDLE TRAILS AND CANOE / KAYAK DOCKAGENATIVE CHICKEE STYLE PAVILIONS

CANOEING / KAYAKING BIKING AND MULTI-USE TRAILS PROTECTING IMPORTANT ROOKERIES 

THE MASTER PLAN
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THE MASTER PLAN
 - CHAPTER SIX -HAPTER IX
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ILLUSTRATIVE MASTER PLAN-

CHAPTER SIX
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MASTER PLAN DIAGRAM-
1.   LYNGATE PARK - 
2.   9 HOLE DISC GOLF COURSE

3.   MIDPORT LAKE RECREATION AREA

4.   OSPREY WOODS PARK

5.   THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL

6.   VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK

7.   THE PROMENADE MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT

8.   RIVERGATE PARK

9.   TOM HOOPER PARK

10. PSL BOTANICAL GARDENS

11. RIVERWALK PARK 

MASTER PLAN ELEMENTS-
1.    LYNGATE PARK 
 - Active recreation
 - Parking improvements
 - Additional basketball and tennis courts
2.    GOPHER TORTOISE DISC GOLF COURSE
 - 9 hole disc golf course with room for expansion
 - Bridge the Gap from active to passive recreation
 - Low impact recreation working in and around the existing vegetation
3.    MIDPORT LAKE RECREATION AREA
 - Improved lake aesthetics / function
 - Picnic pavilions 
 - Boardwalk along lake edge
 - Multi-use trails
 - Parking
4.    OSPREY WOODS PARK
 - Green open space recreation
 - Picnic pavilions
 - Multi-use trails
 - Boardwalk through a mangrove forest and along the river’s edge
 - 50’ tall observation tower
 - Parking 
5.    VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK
 - To remain untouched
 - Memorials for five branches of the military
 - Space for ceremonial events
6.    THE PROMENADE MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT
 - Add dockage for access to and from the water
 - Kayak and canoe landing
 - Improve existing stormwater retention pond
7.    RIVERGATE PARK
 - Boat ramps, Boardwalk and picnicking areas to remain untouched
 - Additional multi-use trail for connectivity to rest of the Riverwalk District
8.    TOM HOOPER PARK
 - Additional multi-use trail for connectivity to rest of the Riverwalk District
9.    PORT ST. LUCIE BOTANICAL GARDENS
 -  Main part to remain untouched
 - Additional access from boardwalk extension and commercial area
 - Provide access to mangrove forest and river’s edge
10.  RIVERWALK PARK 
 - Green open space recreation, picnicking, other passive recreation
 - Community building
 - Playground
 - Canoe / kayak hub
 - Public access to the river
11.  THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL
 - Multiple workout stations 
 - Shaded and winding to keep interest
 - Educational displays and kiosks about the history of the area

THE MASTER PLAN
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KEY FOCUS AREAS-
I elected to focus on five key areas in the 
Riverwalk District.  I developed detailed 
plans and perspectives that communicate 
what I propose for these key areas.  

CHAPTER SIX
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THE MASTER PLAN

Usable�Public�Open�Space�Calculations
Existing Proposed

Northern�Anchor 5�acres 14�acres
Central�Area 2�acres 9�acres
Southern�Anchor 7�acres 5�acres
Exercise�Trail 0�acres 8�acres

Totals 14�acres 36�acres

Grand�Total 50�acres

Parking�Space�Calculations
Existing Additional�Proposed

Northen�Anchor
Lyngate�Park 75���2�H.C. 61���2�H.C.
Midport�Lake�Area 0 25���2�H.C.

Northern�Anchor�Totals: 75���2�H.C. 86���4�H.C.

Central�Area
Osprey�Woods�Park 0 36���4�H.C.
Veterans�Memorial 38���3�H.C. 0
Mixed�Use�Area 77���4�H.C. 0
Rivergate�Park 45���3�H.C.���27�B.T. 0
Tom�Hooper�Park 40���2�H.C. 0p

Central�Area�Totals: 200���12�H.C.���27�B.T. 36���4�H.C.

Southern�Anchor
Botanical�Gardens 135���5�H.C. 0
Riverwalk�Park 0 58���4�H.C.���3�B.T.�/�Bus

Southern�Anchor�Totals: 135���5�H.C. 58���4�H.C.���3�B.T.�/�Bus

Totals: 410���17�H.C���27�B.T. 180���12�H.C.���3�B.T.�/�Bus

Grand�Total: 590���29�H.C.���27�B.T.���3�B.T.�/�Bus

Paved�Path�Calculations
Existing Proposed

Northern�Anchor 1,327�ft. 3,403�ft.
Central�Area 3,436�ft.� 4,273�ft.
Southern�Anchor 0�ft. 3,941�ft.
Roadside�Sidewalks 15,108�sq.�ft. 0�ft.
Exercise�Trail 0�ft. 5,787�ft.

Totals 19,871�ft. 17,404�ft.
(3.7�miles) (3.3�miles)

Grand�Total 37,�275�ft.
(7�miles)

Preserve�Calculations

Northern�Anchor 6�acres
Central�Area 56�acres
Southern�Anchor 22�acres

Grand Total 84 acresGrand�Total 84�acres

EXISTING AND PROPOSED SITE DATA-
 These tables represent the existing and proposed calculations of paved 
pathways, usable public open space, preserve, and parking.
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MIDPORT LAKE
 - CHAPTER SEVEN -HAPTER EVEN
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EXISTING CONDITIONS FOR MIDPORT LAKE-
The Midport Lake area is an existing city park that consists of mostly 

unimproved open space around the lake.  The lake itself is about 1.8 acres and 
is used frequently by a group of radio controlled sailboaters.  There is not a 
designated parking area so people drive all around the lake and park anywhere.  
There is minimal aquatic vegetation and planting around the lake edge.   

CHAPTER SEVEN
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MIDPORT LAKE PLAN-
 This is the plan I propose for Midport Lake. The plan for 
Midport Lake offers the visitors excellent birding opportunities 
around the lake and adjacent pine and oak hammocks.  The lake offers 
the public freshwater fishing from the shore, enabling the Riverwalk 
District to offer both freshwater fishing and saltwater fishing in one 
park district.  The edge of the lake will be pushed and pulled to form a 
more organic shape.  An added boardwalk along the southern edge of 
the lake with covered seating and benches will provide easier access 
for all to the lakes edge.  Other areas along the edge of the lake will 
also have added cypress trees  and other aquatic vegetation to aid 
in the cleaning of the water and provide a more natural experience 
for the patrons.  The main connecting trail of the Riverwalk District 
connects Midport Lake to the existing Lyngate Park to the north and 
my proposed Osprey’s Nest Park to the south. 

MIDPORT LAKE
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PARKING AREA-
 The proposed parking area for Midport Lake consists of 27 
parking spaces and 2 are handicapped accessible.  There are 21 grass 
parking spots and 4 paved spots.  

BOARDWALK AREA-
 The proposed boardwalk area is about 225 feet long.  It acts as 
an oxbow off of the main path around the lake connecting back to the 
path at both ends.  The boardwalk sits about 2.5 feet on average above 
the lake, depending on rainfall amounts.  A childproof door allows 
access through the railing for the launching and retrieval of radio-
controlled boats.  There are covered seating areas and benches under 
the canopy of cypress trees.  The boardwalk also provides structure 
for fish habitat. 

PICNIC PAVILION

BOARDWALK

MAIN CONNECTOR TRAIL

PARKING

CHAPTER SEVEN
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MIDPORT LAKE
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OSPREY’S NEST PARK
 - CHAPTER EIGHT -HAPTER IGHT
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EXISTING CONDITIONS FOR OSPREY’S NEST PARK-
 Currently the site for Osprey’s Nest Park is a mixture of slash pine, sabal palm and oak hammock.  The 
site also borders a mangrove preserve. This site is a key element in the connectivity of the Riverwalk District.  

CHAPTER EIGHT



51 DANIEL MCRAE SUGG

OSPREY’S NEST PARK-
This is the plan I propose for Osprey’s Nest Park.  Certain areas 

of the existing woods are thinned out to create a series of open space 
rooms.  Connecting to Midport Lake to the North and Veterans Memorial 
Park to the South the multi-use main connecting trail meanders through 
the woods to each “room” and varies in width.  There is an added parking 
area with crosswalk to the Timeline Exercise Trail.  The parking area 
consists of 40 parking spots and 4 are handicap accessible. There are 31 
grass parking spots.  Additional access to the River is provided through a 
boardwalk with shelters and an observation tower.  The observation tower 
will provide an osprey’s eye view of the St. Lucie River and surrounding 
context.  The boardwalk takes a visitor through the mangrove preserve 
and out to the River’s edge.  The location of the boardwalk on this section 
of the River maximizes views of the area and provides patrons with 
access to areas that were previously only accessible by boat.  There is 
also a canoe / kayak dock for paddlers to access the proposed observation 
tower and picnic areas.

OSPREY’S NEST PARK
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BOARDWALK TO RIVER AND OBSERVATION TOWER

MAIN CONNECTOR TRAIL

PICNIC PAVILION OPEN SPACE “ROOM”

HARDWOOD PRESERVE

MANGROVE PRESERVE

CHAPTER EIGHT



53 DANIEL MCRAE SUGG

PERSPECTIVE SHOWING WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE WALKING ON THE MAIN CONNECTOR TRAIL APPROACHING ONE OF THE OPEN SPACE ROOMS.

OSPREY’S NEST PARK
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THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL
 - CHAPTER NINE -HAPTER INE
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EXISTING CONDITIONS FOR THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL-
 The area for the proposed time line exercise trail is currently an unused right of way that is on average 100 
feet wide.  There is plenty of shade trees existing onsite and small swales and depressions that collect stormwater 
runoff. 

CHAPTER NINE

EXISTING CONDITIONS FOR THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAILRR -
The area for the proposed time line exercise trail is currently an unused right of way that is on average 

feet wide.  There is plenty of shade trees existing onsite and small swales and depressions that collect stormwa
runoff. 
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THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL-
 This is my proposed plan for the Timeline Exercise Trail.  The  
Trail offers the community a safe place to get outside and exercise. 
The wide area is buffered from the street with existing shade trees 
along with proposed additional trees and native shrubs and grasses.  
The trail is about 1 mile long and offers a different workout station 
every tenth of a mile.  The trail also has interpretive signage near the 
workout stations teaching the patrons history and interesting facts of 
the area in a chronological format.

THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL

PERSPECTIVE SHOWING WHAT THE TIMELINE EXERCISE TRAIL WILL LOOK LIKE, WITH NATURAL SHADE AND WORKOUT STATIONS.
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THE PROMENADE
 - CHAPTER TEN -HAPTER EN
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EXISTING CONDITIONS FOR THE PROMENADE-
 The Promenade is an existing mixed-use development that has been relatively unsuccessful.  One 
restaurant is remaining and it is the one on the end that is exposed to the road.  The development is focused on the 
river but there is not any access to or from the water.  There is also an adjacent city park, Rivergate Park, that is 
heavily used by boaters and fisherman.  The development is cutoff from its surrounding context and needs to be 
opened up to aid in its revival.

CHAPTER TEN
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THE PROMENADE-
This is the plan I propose for The Promenade.  I propose to add boat dockage directly in front of the restaurant and store fronts, giving access to the 

development directly from the water.  The docks will allow the patrons to get closer to the water.  The dock will provide connections to and from the adjacent 
Rivergate Park.  The patrons of the park and River can dock their boats, grab a bite to eat or get some bait and tackle before a fishing trip.  There is also a deep 
water dock for larger boats that connects to the store front area by a boardwalk through the mangroves.  I am also proposing small beach entries and parking for 
canoes and kayaks.  Also, there are added native grasses and cypress trees to the existing detention pond area for additional filtration and improved aesthetics.

THE PROMENADE
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CHAPTER TEN

DEEPWATER DOCK DEEPWATER DOCK DEEPWATER DOCK

BOARDWALK TO RIVERGATE PARKBOATRAMPSMANGROVE WALK

CANOE / KAYAK BEACH
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THE PROMENADE

PERSPECTIVE SHOWING THE DOCKAGE IN FRONT OF THE RESTAURANTS AND STORE FRONTS. 
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RIVERWALK PARK
 - CHAPTER ELEVEN -HAPTER LEVEN
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EXISTING CONDITIONS FOR THE RIVERWALK PARK SITE-
 The Riverwalk Park site, which sits just south of the PSL botanical Gardens and shares the same 
entrance road, currently consists of unimproved open space that is under utilized as a park space.  Lately 
there has been more use of the site by local fishermen.  Currently there is not any designated parking or 
order to the site which leads to people parking and driving all over the site.  The site was previously a 
residential project that failed in the late 80’s and early 90’s.  Since then, there have been numerous proposals 
for the site.  The latest proposal was a hotel that was approved in 2006. The hotel contract fell through and 
the city bought the property.  The site boasts great fishing and birding opportunities.  The site is adequately 
shaded with existing pines, oaks and sabal palms.  There is also a specimen ficus on the water’s edge which 
makes a great focal point.  Additionally there is a small existing boat ramp and seawall.

CHAPTER ELEVEN
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RIVERWALK PARK PLAN-
 This is my plan for the proposed Riverwalk Park which is the southernmost trailhead for the proposed Riverwalk District Boardwalk 
extension.  Riverwalk Park will use the existing entrance road for the PSL Botanical Gardens.  The park will use part of the existing road with an 
added drop off area for easy access to the proposed Westmoreland Building, Moonraker Plaza, and the North Fork Canoe and Kayak Hub.  Parking 
will remain in the front of the site near Westmoreland Boulevard.  There are 65 parking spots, 4 handicap accessible, 49 are grass parking.  There are 
3 paved parking spots for busses or trailers.  There is a play area for children in the center of the park.  Picnic pavilions are offered throughout the 
park. There are 4 horseshoe pits and 2 sand volleyball courts.  The meandering pathways connect the patrons to each feature in the park and through 
the preserve to the South.

RIVERWALK PARK



68RIVERWALK DISTRICT                                                                    

PLAY AREA

WESTMORELAND BUILDING

MOONRAKER PLAZA

CANOE / KAYAK HUB AREA

BOARDWALK EXTENSION

CHAPTER ELEVEN
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RIVERWALK PARK

PERSPECTIVE SHOWING THE VIEW FROM THE WATER INTO RIVERWALK PARK
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THE WESTMORELAND BUIDLING AND MOONRAKER PLAZA-
 The Westmoreland Building and Moonraker Plaza welcome the patrons from the Riverwalk Boardwalk 
extension and the patrons of Riverwalk Park with outdoor seating areas with natural shade and tables with 
umbrellas.  There is about 350 feet of direct riverfront access.  The park offers world class fishing and birding 
opportunities and spaces for meetings and events.  The buidling and plaza were worked around existing trees and 
vegetation to provide excellent views of the River and Botanical Gardens.  The building and plaza space area are 
also available to rent for special events or meetings.  Inside the building there will be a display of the history of 
the site and area.  There will also be a St. Lucie River Watch Station Lab that will allow visitors to test the water 
quality, salinity levels and health of the River.  Displays and exhibits on how the public can help stop the pollution 
of the River and practice more sustainable ways of living will also be on display.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

PERSPECTIVE LOOKING OUT TO THE RIVER FROM THE DROP OFF AREA
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THE NORTHFORK CANOE AND KAYAK HUB-
The North Fork Canoe and Kayak Hub area offers three different launch sites, the existing small boat ramp, 

a dock area that steps down into the water, and a beach entry.  There is deck space with seating under existing sabal 
palms.  Also, there is a canoe and kayak rental shop that offers equipment and concessions.  The hub offers access to 
the many miles of paddle trails throughout the North Fork of the St. Lucie River.  The canoe / kayak hub will promote 
a more eco-friendly and affordable way for the public to experience the St. Lucie River.  The canoe / kayak hub area 
can be used to host paddle only fishing tournaments and other paddle friendly gatherings. 

RIVERWALK PARK

PERSPECTIVE FROM A KAYAK APPROACHING THE NORTH FORK CANOE / KAYAK HUB RENTAL SHACK AND BEACH AREA
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THE PLAY AREA-
 The play area in the center of 
the park is a Treasure Coast theme, with 
pirate ships, Spanish galleons, manatees 
and atlantic bottle nosed dolphins.  
There is an area for toddlers and an 
area for older children.  The play area 
is nestled between existing stands of 
scrub oaks, pine trees, and sabal palms 
for natural shade.  The play area also 
offers plenty of seating, with benches 
and picnic tables around the perimeter.  
The play area is surrounded by green 
open space.  The area around the play 
equipment will be a soft surface colored 
blue to aid in the imagination of the 
kids.  The concrete pathways will have 
imprints of local wildlife tracks and 
plant leaves to allow opportunities for 
kids to learn about the local ecosystem 
and take rubbings of the imprints.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

PERSPECTIVE SHOWING THE TREASURE COAST THEME PLAYGROUND AREA
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RIVERWALK PARK
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CONCLUSION
 - CHAPTER TWELVE -HAPTER WELVE
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CHAPTER TWELVER TWTT ELVE

SUMMATION-
 Overall the Riverwalk District is a destination for all ages that provides a place for the public to enjoy 
the outdoors.  The Riverwalk District provides connections for the community via greenways and blueways.  It 
provides public access to our natural resources that previously would not be available.  The Riverwalk District 
brings the St. Lucie River into the visitor’s lives, but most importantly, it showcases what the St. Lucie River and 
Port St. Lucie have to offer.
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CONCLUSION

THANK YOU
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REFERENCES
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