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DOMINICAN      COUP      STIES     NEW     TEN8ION      DJ      CARIBBEAN 

Overthrow of Democratic Regime Offers New Oppor- 
tunities for Castro and Deals Strong Blow to 

U. S. Allianoe for Progress 

Washington,   Sept. 28, N.Y.T. i- In the 
stillness of the tropioal dawn Wednesday, 
an experiment in democratic social re- 
volution of crucial impcrbanoe to the 
Western Hemisphere quietly died in the 
ancient Caribbean city of "Santo Domingo* 

Its death came when a group  of Dominic 
oan generals and'oolonels,   acting as the 
battering ram for a motley collection of 
ambitious Rightist politicians and dis- 
gruntled businessmen,   ousted President 
Juan D. Bosch after seven months in his 
elective office. 

Three Effects 
The bloodless revolution,   described by 

its leaders as the road to the oroation 
of a "Rightist state"  in the Dominican 
Bepublio,  produced three simultaneous 
and highly negative effects on three 
different but intimately  related levels. 

These can be defined in this way: 
(l)  On the national level,   it set back 

the Dominican Republic politically to 
where it'stood in May 1961, when tho  old 
diotator,   Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Moli- 
na, was assassinated after 31 years in 
power. Socially and economically,  it 
nipped in the bud the once bright pro- 
mise of democratic  reform. ' 

"(2) On the  regional level,  it removed 
from the Caribbean what may have emerged 
as the pivot of  stalility in that des- 
perately troubled area, 

(3) On the homisp'herio level,  it dealt 
the Alliance for Progress the most  des- 
tructive body blc» it had suffered in 
its short and uncertain life. 

Shocked      Beacti o n 
The shook and the sense of gloom thxt 

the anti-Bosch coup  set off in Washing- 
ton and  in many Latin-Amerioan capitals 
stenaed from the realization that tho 
aotion of the Dominioan military had 
gone far to ocmpromise the cardinal 
prinoiple    of the Alliance, That princi- 
ple is that eoonomio and social develop- 
ment is possible within the frame-work of 
demooratio freedoms. 

In the  hemispheri9   sense,   the Bosch ' 
upset was particularly painful becauseJ 
at least to the Kennedy Administration, 
the Dominican Republio had loomed as the 
golden opportunity to prove - in oontrast 
to neighboring Communist Cuba - that a 
progressive demoo rao'y could be built on 

the ruins of an oppresive dictator- 
ship. • 

But if the reaotion in this broad; 
hemispheric context was thus basically 
philosophical and ideological,  in the 
more immediate Caribbean terms it pre- 
saged an? even greater unrest and quite 
probably,   a'hefty assist to the cause 
of Cuba's Premier Fidel Castro, 

Breeding  Ground 
More than any other area in Latin 

America - and in a sense resembling 
the pre-war condition of the Balkans 
in Europe - the Caribbean region has    ' 
been a breeding ground for revolutions, 
war and general agitation since rrren 
before its republics gained their in- 
dependence in the  19th century. 

In the  reoent past,  these political 
storms have been born over the Carife" 
bean   to lash out at  tho rest of the 

hemisphere. Premier Castro's initial 
Cuban-Caribbean revolution has deeply 
affected the United States and Latin 
America -   nearly leading,  in faot, to 
a nuclear world war'less than a year 
ago. In another way, the Dominican da* 
moc ratio experiment was intended to 
serve as an:-inspiring example to the 
whole continent;  and its sudden oollapse 
has cast a pall over the future of the 
Allianoe for Progress*    ' 

Under the'circumstance,  everything that 
happens in the Caribbean - and ijfc its 
political components - has"an immediate 
and drastic Jmpaot on the rest of the' 
hemisphere^ It is in this light,  then, 
that tho  present tension in the Carib- 
bean must be seen. 

Widening      Effects 
At the time President Bosoh was being 

ousted,  the'-Caribbean was going through 
one  of its m^st agitated periods in his- 
tory. But no-single,  all-embracing diag- 
nosis oould 'be  offered in explanation'of 
this state of affairs. It was,   rather; 
the combination of "all the old pressures 
of political immaturity,  eoonomio inade- 
quacy,   social protest, and the peoulaflly 
volatile Caribbean temperament born frcra 
the crisscrossing of cultures and raoes 
and the  stimulus of the revolutibnary age 

For all the practical purposes, the 
Caribbean - as a geopolitical oonoept- 
obuld no longer be restricted to'its an- 
gry islands in the sun. Nowadays, the 


