
The Price Library of Judaica Anniversary Collection: 
A first project to digitize a unique set of Jewish newspapers 

 
 
Description of the project 
Funding is requested for the first stage of a project to digitize a unique and important collection of over 
200 anniversary editions of Jewish newspapers held in the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica. These 
jubilee issues have never been catalogued by the Library and until now have remained ‘hidden’ from 
Library users. Not only will this project bring a one-of-a-kind archive to light, it is the first time that such 
a collection has been mounted online. Moreover, the project will result in creating the Judaica Library’s 
first cohesive digital collection, providing an important tool for publicity and research. This special 
‘Anniversary Collection’ will be mounted to coincide with another important anniversary: the 30th year 
of the Price Library of Judaica. 
 
The first stage of the project will focus on 32 anniversary issues of 28 Jewish newspapers from around 
the world. This set of newspapers date from 1904 to 1973, with a heavy concentration of publications 
from the 1930s and 40s– a critical period in the history of 20th century Jewry. They were published in 19 
different world cities with large and significant Jewish populations, and in a range of languages including 
Dutch, English, German, Hebrew and Yiddish. Many of these newspapers were major daily or weekly 
editions, with large circulation numbers; most are no longer current; some were disbanded before the 
Second World War and some merged with other titles. The anniversary issues range from the first year 
anniversary of a Yiddish daily in Paris to the 120th anniversary of the oldest Jewish newspaper in the 
world, with a good proportion of silver and golden jubilee issues in between (see appendix A). 
 
This particular corpus of 32 anniversary issues has been selected as representative of the entire 
collection and, in terms of size, the easiest to digitally process. Many of the newspapers are in a poor 
state of preservation and will have to be removed from their bindings for digitization. Once digitized the 
collection will be re-housed in acid-free archival boxes and thus preserved for as long as possible. 
 
Historical background and collection significance 
This collection of anniversary newspapers is highly significant for a number of reasons. The newspaper 
titles in the collection represent a wide cross-section of world Jewish newspapers which, by the 1960s 
amounted to nearly 600 titles. The Jewish press of the twentieth century was an extremely vibrant 
entity and an important tool of social change: not only did it report on the key events of the day, but it 
often led the way in major political movements, gave leading Jewish authors their first publishing 
platform, provided a means for Jewish women to have a voice, assisted Jews with assimilation into the 
surrounding culture and provided a vital link back to the community for those already assimilated. Some 
of these newspapers played a key role in disseminating information to beleaguered Jewish communities, 
such as the Polish Yiddish newspaper Moment which was smuggled out of Nazi occupied Warsaw under 
threat of death. The anniversary issues of these titles therefore contain a great deal of information 
about the history of the particular newspaper in question and, as a large and varied collection, provide a 
key resource for research into the history of the Jewish press.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
Why this project is important 
This collection of newspapers is special in a number of respects: firstly, because these original 
newspapers together constitute a distinct collection unique to the University of Florida; secondly, 
because their very distinctiveness promises to facilitate further study in a rapidly emerging field of 



research. This burgeoning field was first defined by the renowned bibliographer, Robert Singerman in his 
groundbreaking work Jewish Serials of the World (2001).1 In 1986, Singerman had amassed 3,041 
bibliographical references to Jewish serials; yet just fifteen years later he was able to publish a further 
3,000 entries.2 This dramatic increase proved that historians were now turning to “the local Jewish press 
for primary source material” and that scholarship in the 21st century had firmly turned its attention 
towards “Jewish communication in the Diaspora”.3  
 
Making this collection digitally available is important and appropriate to the UF Libraries goals and 
mission for the following reasons: it represents a “hidden” archive whose presence in the University of 
Florida is currently unknown; in its present state of preservation it constitutes an endangered archive 
which badly needs rescuing, and lastly because it follows in the footsteps of other similar, successful 
digitization projects funded by the Libraries, such as the Digital Military Newspapers Library. 
 
The project is greatly important to the ongoing development of the Price Library of Judaica: a digital 
collection of this nature will constitute this library’s first cohesive online collection and as such it will 
help the library with its publicity and outreach. This is particularly important during 2011, the Price 
Library’s 30th year anniversary, when a number of key events are being planned. It is hoped that the 
publicity created for the first part of the project will not only generate further funds with which to 
complete the project, it will also stimulate wider interest in the Judaica collection as a whole. 
 
Similar projects in academic libraries 
The Price Library of Judaica Anniversary Collection will be a unique digital archive. A search for similar 
projects in other academic libraries reveals that this is the only known newspaper collection of its kind. 
Other libraries have microfilm copies of certain newspaper titles, and the few that are producing digital 
collections focus on the Jewish newspapers of their region.4 Two examples include a digitized version of 
Chicago’s longest-running Jewish weekly “The Sentinel” hosted by the Asher Library at the Spertus 
Institute of Jewish Studies, 5 and “The Pittsburgh Jewish Newspaper Project” at the Carnegie Mellon 
University Libraries.6 American libraries with major collections of Judaica are developing impressive 
digital collections; yet, none of these include newspapers.7  Three of the current newspaper titles 
included in this project produce their own online editions and have digital archives; of these, however, 
only the Jewish Chronicle has an online archive of all its issues.8 
 
Resources needed 
A framework for digitizing collections has already been put in place by the Digital Library Center. Thus 
the resources that are required are those of time and labor for a member of the Conservation 
department to disband the collection (estimated at 15 minutes per binding); time and labor for a 
student to digitize and archive the collection which will be overseen by a member of the DLC team, and 
time, labor and materials for preserving the materials post-digitization. The PI will supply time and labor 

                                                           
1 Singerman,R.,  Jewish Serials of the World: a research bibliography of secondary sources, Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press, 1986. 
2 Singerman,R.,  Jewish Serials of the World: a supplement to the research bibliography of secondary sources, Westport, Conn., Greenwood 
Press, 2001. 
3 Ibid., pp. xv-xvi. 
4 Searches were conducted on OCLC; The Library of Congress’ “Chronicling America” newspaper project; on the webites of major Jewish Studies 
programs in US academic institutions; for a table of digitized newspapers, see Appendix B.  
5 See “The Sentinel” digital collection at http://www.spertus.edu/asher_cja/index.php 
6 See “The Pittsburgh Jewish Newspaper Project” at http://pjn.library.cmu.edu/ 
7 The Library at the Jewish Theological Seminary has a number of digital projects, see http://sylvester.jtsa.edu:8881/R?RN=953456562 
8 See the table in Appendix B. 

http://www.spertus.edu/asher_cja/index.php
http://pjn.library.cmu.edu/
http://sylvester.jtsa.edu:8881/R?RN=953456562


to research and create the metadata and landing guides and to generate publicity material and articles 
about this new and exciting digital collection.  
 
Plan of action 

Time Action 
January 32 newspaper issues will be disbound by a member of the conservation department; estimated 

time is between 7-10 hours to prepare the entire collection for digitization 

January-February A student assistant will digitize the newspapers; a member of the DLC staff will oversee the 
optical character recognition, digital archiving, and loading of digitized materials. The PI will check 
quality control to ensure that the materials are correctly processed for archiving and online 
display.  

March  The PI will aim to have a selection of 10 newspapers mounted with short descriptions ready for 
the Price Library 30

th
 anniversary event. 

March-May The digitization process will continue 

June The PI will report on the project at the annual conference of the Association of Jewish Libraries. 

July Digitization will be completed, and the newspapers will be placed in archival boxes by a member 
of the conservation department. They will be allocated storage space together as a collection, and 
with special permission can be consulted in the Libraries’ Special Collections Reading Room. 

August-October 2011 The PI will create landing pages for optimal access and use of the materials. The PI will publicize 
the digital collection widely, informing potential users via the library’s own website, via email lists, 
and by establishing links to the collections through popular online sites, such as ICON and ALA’s 
“Digital Library of the Week”. 

November-December The PI will complete a needs assessment as part of a plan to obtain future grant funding. Funding 
agencies and potential collaborators will be identified. The PI will work with the grants manager 
to determine the feasibility of the project and draft a possible proposal for submission. 

 
Collection ownership and copyright 
The collection is owned by the University of Florida as part of the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica. 
It will not be necessary to obtain copyright permission for digitizing these newspapers as they were 
published before 1977 without a copyright notice (therefore, they were not published in accordance 
with US formalities for registering copyright) and are in the public domain. 

Measuring Success 
The project’s success will be measured by completion of the following goals: 

 The successful digitization of 32 anniversary editions of 28 Jewish newspapers 

 The creation of a landing page guide for each issue 

 A cohesive digital collection to serve as an example to present for further funding 

 Faculty and student use of the collection monitored through user statistics 

 Successful publicity for the collection, including a presentation at the AJL conference, an article 
in “Judaica Librarianship” and links to the collection from other websites. 
 

Long-term financial implications 
It is expected that the publicity drive for the first stage of “The Anniversary Collection” project will 
awaken new interest in the newspaper collection as well as bring fresh interest to the Judaica collection 
as a whole. This small but complete digital archive will serve as an excellent example of what can be 
achieved on a minor grant and can be used to raise major funds to complete the digitization of all 200+ 
issues. 
 



MINI GRANT PROGRAM DOCUMENTATION

Mini Grant Budget Form

Please add lines to table as needed.  If you need help completing this form, please contact Bess de Farber, PH# 273-2519.

1.   Salaries and Wages (no fringe benefits required)
Name of Person Salary times % of effort Grant Funds Cost Share Total

Jefferson, Rebecca 3 $0.00 $2,149.03 $2,149.03

Freund, John 1.92 $0.00 $1,352.28 $1,352.28

Clifton, Gus 1.21 $0.00 $601.64 $601.64

Pen, Jane 0.7 $0.00 $343.85 $343.85

Schwartz, Nelda 0.1 $0.00 $59.91 $59.91

Mariner, Matt 0.1 $0.00 $46.60 $46.60

Renner, Randall 0.08 $0.00 $48.64 $48.64

Santamaria-Wheeler, Lourdes 0.07 $0.00 $35.77 $35.77

Taylor, Laurie 0.02 $0.00 $14.21 $14.21

OPS (.50 FTE @ $10/hr) $1,075.20 $0.00 $1,075.20

SUBTOTAL $1,075.20 $4,651.93 $5,727.13

DLC only $1,150.62

2. Equipment
Item Quantity times Cost Grant Funds Cost Share Total

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

SUBTOTAL $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

3. Supplies
Item Quantity times Cost Grant Funds Cost Share Total

Archival boxes 32 x $20 each $640.00 $0.00 $640.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

SUBTOTAL $640.00 $0.00 $640.00

4. Travel
From/To # of people/# of days Grant Funds Cost Share Total

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

SUBTOTAL $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

5. Other (services vended, etc.)
Item Quantity times cost Grant Funds Cost Share Total

Digital Storage costs $675.18 $0.00 $675.18

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

SUBTOTAL $675.18 $0.00 $675.18

Grant Funds Cost Share Total

Total Direct Costs (add subtotals of items 1-5) $2,390.38 $4,651.93 $7,042.31



APPENDIX A: THE ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION 

 Title  Year No. Place Lang. Pp Notes  
Arbeter-tsaytung 1 1929 10 Poland Yiddish 52 Published between 1918-1939 

Centraal Blad voor Israeliten … 2 1925 40 Amsterdam Dutch 95 One of three major general weeklies; ended 1940? 

Central Verein-Zeitung 3 1937 100 Berlin German  75 Published between 1922-1939 

Der Argentiner Magazin 4 1946 10 Buenos Aires Yiddish 200 Est. 1936 

Der Argentiner Magazin 5 1962 25 Buenos Aires Yiddish 350  

Der Tog-Morgn-zhurnal 6 1964 50 New York Yiddish 46 Merger of Der tog, NY (1914-1953) and the Yiddish morgn-zhurnal, NY (1901-1952) 

Der Veg (El Camino) 7 1940 10 Mexico City Yiddish 207 One of two Mexican dailies for Yiddish-speaking public until 1980s 

Di Idishe Arbeter Shtime 8 1923 10 New York Yiddish 104 Published between 1914-1947 

Di Idishe Tsaytung 9 1925 10 Buenos Aires Yiddish 162 Significant Latin American Jewish community; its archives lost in the 1994 bombing 

Di Prese 10 1928 10 Buenos Aires Hebrew  216 One of two Yiddish dailies; provided a wealth of data about Jewish institutional life 

Dos Idishe Folk 11 1929 25 New York Yiddish 50 Published between 1909-1954 

Dos Naye Lebn 12 1929 10 Bialystok Yiddish 72 Published 1919-1931 - most widely circulated newspaper in interwar Bialystok 

Forverts 13 1947 50 New York Yiddish 162 Major Yiddish newspaper of US 

Gerekhtikeyt 14 1960 50 New York Yiddish 48 1919-1960; 1910 is the year that its forerunner "Di Naye post" was founded 

Hadoar 15 1947 25 New York Hebrew 262 Longest running Hebrew periodical in US (2004); cultivated Hebrew literature in US 

HaMishmar 16 1973 30 Tel Aviv Hebrew 24 Daily published in Mandate Palestine and Israel from 1943 

Idishe Bilder 17 1937 20 Latvia Yiddish 75 1937-1939 - short lived weekly - lead up to Holocaust 

Israel  18 1941 25 Buenos Aires Yiddish 118 Est. 1916?  

Israelitisches Wochenblatt 19 1931 30 Zurich German  48 Major weekly of Switzerland 

Israelitisches Wochenblatt 20 1950 50 Zurich German  50  

Moment 21 1935 25 Warsaw Yiddish 30 Large circulation; smuggled out of Warsaw during Nazi occupation 

Naye Prese 22 1954 20 Paris Yiddish 60 Yiddish-language communist daily newspaper in Paris by French Communist Party 

Naye Prese 23 1973 40 Paris Yiddish 72  

The American Israelite 24 1904 50 Cincinnati English 32 Oldest/longest running English Jewish Weekly in America - est. 1854; still current 

The Indiana Jewish Chronicle 25 1951 30 Indianopolis English 114 Est. 1922; example of a regional newspaper; focused on entire community; no bias  

The Jewish Advocate 26 1927 25 Boston English 216 Est.1902; oldest continually-circulated English-language Jewish newspaper in US 

The Jewish Chronicle 27 1961 120 London English 64 Founded 1841 - flourishes still as the oldest Jewish newspaper in the world 

The Jewish Ledger 28 1945 50 New Orleans English 76 Published by Steeg family; covered Jewish community of New Orleans & mid-South 

Unzer Vort 29 1946 1 Paris Yiddish 30 Yiddish daily; zionist; ceased 1996 

Vokhnblat 30 1966 40 Canada Yiddish 24 Toronto based; started 1926; Canadian left-wing weekly 

Zionist Record 31 1948 40 Johanesburg English 46 Est. 1908 monthly until 1924; then fortnightly; then weekly; SA Zionist federation 

Zionist Record 32 1958 50 Johanesburg English 102  

 



APPENDIX B: DIGITAL COLLECTIONS OF JEWISH NEWSPAPERS 

 

Organization Newspaper Collection Digital collection Dates 

Digital Library of Georgia The Southern Israelite  http://israelite.galileo.usg.edu/israelite/search 1929-1958  

1984-1986 

Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies 

Asher Library Digital Collections 

The Sentinel http://hannah.spertus.edu:8881/R/P7U1CFDTPCG6GB2VNBM4EV4J7SLG5

ES28G99L9XL3SIPSCQ6P5-00129?func=collections&collection_id=1007 

1911-1949 

Ohio Memory The Ohio Jewish Chronicle http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm4/index_ojc.php?CISOROOT=/ojc 1922-1994 

Carnegie Mellon Libraries: The 

Pittsburgh Jewish Newspaper Project 

The Jewish Criterion 

 

The American Jewish Outlook 

 

The Jewish Chronicle 

http://pjn.library.cmu.edu/ 1895-1962 

1934-1962 

1962-present 

Brooklyn Public Library Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/Default/Skins/BEagle/Client.asp?Skin=

BEagle&AppName=2&AW=1286459948078&GZ=T 

1841-1902 

Jewish Daily Forward Archives Jewish Daily Forward http://www.forward.com/archives/ 2003-2010 

The Jewish Chronicle Archives The Jewish Chronicle Only the trial search is free. 

http://www.thejc.com/ 

1841-? 

The Jewish Advocate Archives The Jewish Advocate http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/thejewishadvocate/advancedsearch.html 1991-2010 

Historical Jewish Press Several newspapers (none from 

this proposal) 

http://www.jpress.org.il/cross-section/allpub-en.asp Several 
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