
Lutz NEWS
F R E E

Lutz NEWS
SERVING LUTZ/ODESSA J A N UA RY  1 ,  2 0 1 4

Embrace medical, ditch old habits

Greatest
Hits

Lutz NEWS

The lyrics, the harmonies, maybe the singer — there’s always 
something special about that song we enjoy hearing time and again,
cranking up the volume when it’s broadcast across the airwaves. Some
would say the same about community stories. You can’t have a 
community without people, and as we look back at the Greatest Hits
of 2013, people — our community artists who make the world a better
place — are our focus. Put those earphones on, and let us take you on
a journey back through 2013.

The best
stories
from 2013!
Enjoy,
Lutz News Staff
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Call Attorney
JIM

HOLLIDAY
813-868-1887

AUTO ACCIDENT?
SLIP & FALL?
No Fees Or Costs
Unless You Win

Helping Injured People

HOLLIDAY
BOMHOFF

KARATINOS
P.L. Attorneys at Law

“I Will Aggressively
Fight To Protect 
Your Legal Rights”

18920 N. Dale Mabry Hwy Ste 101 
Lutz, FL

(Corner of Sunlake & Dale Mabry)

FEB 5-8, 2014
Mahaffey Theater, St. Petersburg

888.974.3698 | 727.248.0115
ShenYun.com

Presented by Florida Falun Dafa Association, Inc.

ALL-NEW 2014 SHOW
with live orchestra

Check out our 
Facebook page at

www.facebook.com/
TheLakerLutzNews

You’ll find stories, things 
to do, specials, community 

photos and more.



www.LakerLutzNews.comJanuary 1, 20142

By Diane Kortus
Publisher

Today is Jan. 1.
Which means you’re
probably making a list
of all the things you
hope to do, improve or
change in 2014.

But let me stop
right here before you turn the page.  I prom-
ise — this is not another column about New
Year’s resolutions that are almost certain to go
unfulfilled. 

Instead, I want to look back, instead of
ahead, much like this week’s paper that pro-
files our favorite stories of 2013. So here, in no
particular order, are 10 achievements of the
past year that I’m most proud of professional-
ly and personally.  

1.) More readers than ever
In March, we learned that our 2012 circu-

lation audit reported that 80 percent of
households in Lutz regularly read The Lutz
News. And in Pasco, The Laker is read by 75
percent of households in our distribution
area. This is an increase of 8 percentage points
in just two years — a statistically remarkable
accomplishment. 

2.) Better business coverage
Our business reporting really took off after

Michael Hinman joined our staff in July. In par-

ticular, his focus on growth and development
— topics readers told us they wanted more of
in a readership study — have added more
depth and analysis to our news coverage. 

3.) Breaking news reporting
In early November, we reported that the

long-stalled outlet mall at State Road 56 and
Interstate 75 had finalized a permit with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,  clearing the
way for construction approvals. We were the
first to report this story, which was later
picked up by just about every other news
outlet in Tampa Bay. 

As a weekly newspaper, it is never our pri-
ority to be first with a story. We leave that to
the immediacy of television and the daily
newspapers. But it sure felt good, and made
me proud, that our small news staff broke
such important regional news.

4.) More faith and 
worship stories 

One of my favorite stories this year was
about the Rev. Garry Welsh, a new priest as-
signed to Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic
Church in Land O’ Lakes. It was one of many
religion stories written by B.C. Manion, a sub-
ject she does a superb job exploring and
writing about.

5.) Redesigned website
A redesign of our website makes it easier

to read and find stories in our archives.

Check it out at LakerLutzNews.com, for
everything from things to do this weekend
to stories you want to share with friends
and family.

6.) An active Facebook page 
It took us a while to join the conversation

with an active Facebook page. But we’re fi-
nally there, thanks to the combined efforts of
Suzanne Beauchaine of our advertising staff,
Michael Hinman of our editorial staff and
Stefanie Burlingame of our design staff. This
threesome makes our Facebook presence
engaging and fun. See for yourself at
www.facebook.com/TheLakerLutzNews.

7.) Three employees 
celebrate 10 years

For a small business like ours, it’s quite
remarkable that three out of 12 employees
celebrated their 10th year with our compa-
ny. Terri Williamson in sales, Carolyn Bennett
in customer service, and Mary Eberhard in
accounting are outstanding individuals
whose commitment to our customers and
company are much appreciated. Another
employee, Mary Rathman, also has played a
valuable role in our company for more than
a decade, with a brief break in service. She's
the one who makes sure our t’s are crossed
and our i's are dotted.  

8.) My daughter turned 21 
I know my daughter, Rachel Mathes, has

technically been an adult since she was 18.
But there was something about her turning
21 that has solidified our adult mother-
daughter relationship. Rachel graduates
from Stetson University this spring, and I
am so proud of her perseverance and com-
mitment to completing her degree in four
years.

9.) My son’s engagement 
and marriage

It was a huge year for my son, Andy
Mathes, a first lieutenant in the Marines. He
became engaged to Erin Morgan on Labor
Day and married her Nov. 2, a week before
his deployment to Afghanistan. I never imag-
ined I would be marrying off my son last
year, and couldn’t be happier with the
daughter-in-law he chose for me.

10.) Zeke dies, Jonas lives
On March 27, my family lost Zeke, our

14-year-old yellow lab. We never doubted
our decision to euthanize Zeke, but that did-
n’t make it any easier to say goodbye. Zeke
left behind Jonas, our 8-year-old Airedale,
who has flourished with all the extra atten-
tion and elevation to alpha dog.

Sadly, Jonas had a cancerous spleen re-
moved in September, and we were told he
had only one to three months to live. Four
months later, Jonas is proving the vet wrong
and is livelier than ever.  We’re beginning to
call him our miracle dog.

Looking back, instead of ahead, this New Year’s
PUBLISHER’S COLUMN

cameo
• hair • nails • massage • facials • full body waxing • spa packages • hair extensions • keratin • Jane Iredale make-up and Dermalogica Skin Care

1817 col l ier parkway, lutzcameosalonspa.com

salon and spa
8139487411

*Limit 6 products per customer. 
While supplies last.

PRODUCTS AND COMPLIMENTARY
REDKEN DEEP CONDITIONING
TREATMENTS WITH ANY HAIR CUT
AND/OR COLOR SERVICE.
New clients only. With select Stylist.
While supplies last.

KRAV MAGA MARTIAL ARTS
813-948-4844 • www.tampakravmaga.com
1829 Collier Parkway • Lutz, FL 33549

MENTION THE LAKER AND GET YOUR 
BOXING GLOVES FOR FREE!
• 8 weeks of the Lean and Mean Classes
• Free Uniform
• 3 Fitness Assessments
• “Results” Coaching
• Lean and Mean Program for Results Manual
• A chance to WIN $1,000!

Only $249 per Team
($124.50 each person)

Starting Date: Monday, January 13th
Find your teammate and sign up today!

The Eye Care
Professionals

of Tampa Bay, LLC

formerly

THANKS to everyone who donated to

“From my staff and myself, we
wish you and your family a happy

and prosperous New Year.”



We wish you a happy, 

safe and prosperous 
NEW YEAR!

813.909.2800
www.lakerlutznews.com
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Winning a huge jackpot poses challenges, experts say
Huge Powerball win in
Zephyrhills creates buzz
By B.C. Manion
Originally published May 29

The sale of the winning $590.5 million
Florida Powerball ticket at a Publix in
Zephyrhills created quite a stir — but ex-
perts say that such instantaneous wealth
comes with its own set of problems.

As of press time in late May, the winner
of the single-largest Powerball prize in U.S.
history had not stepped forward to claim
the winnings, but that is expected at any
time. Florida law requires the winner to file
a claim within 60 days of winning, in order
to receive a lump-sum cash payment.

When the winner comes forward, he or
she will be stepping out of the shadows be-
cause once the claim is made, the winner’s
identity is public record.

Winning such a huge financial windfall is
like flipping a switch in life, said Rhonda
Cameron, a psychologist at Premier
Community Healthcare Group Inc., in Dade
City.

“It’s the old, ‘Be careful what you wish
for,’” Cameron said.

“All of us have fantasies,” Cameron said,
but becoming instantly wealthy won’t solve
all of life’s problems and, indeed, it creates
some new challenges. Suddenly, the win-
ner’s privacy will be gone.

“Their picture is going to be emblazoned
across every newspaper,” Cameron said, not
only in the United States, but in other coun-
tries, too.

An ordinary trip to the grocery store will
be a thing of the past, she said. “People will
pay attention to you. They’ll point at you and
talk about you.”

Some winners wind up moving to a new
locale, changing their way of life and going
underground, she said. It’s not unusual for

people who encounter such a major change
in life to undergo a range of emotions.

In some cases, Cameron said, “They’re
grieving their former life, when they were
just a regular, normal Joe.”

In other cases, they encounter hostility
from people who are not happy that they
won the huge cash prize.

“Some people are going to hate your
guts,” Cameron said. “It’s the envy turned into
anger (response). Maybe they don’t view you
as a good person,” she said. They’ll wonder:
“Why did it happen to you and not me?”

Winners also will find themselves view-
ing people in a different way than they did
before, Cameron said. They’ll have to be
more guarded to make sure that people
who are interested in being close to them
are interested in them, not just their money.

“Your phone is going to ring off the
hook,” Cameron said. The calls asking for
help will come from family, friends and
strangers, alike. People will line up, vying for
a piece of the action.

“You are going to have to figure out a
way to protect yourself,” Cameron said.
“There are gold diggers of every stripe.”

There are also those who will feel guilty
about coming into so much money,
Cameron said. “They’ll ask, ‘Why me?’”

They can address that guilt by sharing
their wealth, but then the question becomes
with whom do you share your fortune, and
how much should you give?

The winner will have to think about the
consequences of actions in virtually every
arena of life, including emotional, spiritual, fi-
nancial and legal, Cameron said.

“How do you deal with your kids? How
do you deal with your grandkids?’ 

“The ones who do the worst are the
ones who are very impulsive. They have no
game plan. They go out and buy five cars.
They fritter it away. They end up worse than
they were before,” Cameron said.

Cameron’s No. 1 piece of advice? “Come

up with a game plan.”
Planning is essential, agreed Christine B.

Cooper, a retirement income planner who
has practiced in Tampa Bay for 19 years.

Cooper, who is president and owner of
Cooper Financial Services in Land O’ Lakes,
said she routinely tells clients to call her cell
phone or text her within the first five min-
utes of learning they have received a
financial windfall.

She wants to make sure they take steps
to protect their best interests.

“You need to have the right kind of spe-
cialists on your team,” Cooper said, noting in
that case it would likely include a financial
planner, an attorney and a tax specialist.

The winner will have to pay taxes when
he or she claims the prize, but the idea is to
take steps to pay no more than legally re-
quired, Cooper said.

The specialist’s role is to help the client
achieve his or her dreams, Cooper said.

To use a football analogy, she sad: “We’re
the coaches on the sideline. You’re the quar-
terback.”

When the winner works out a plan, he or
she should be addressing such questions as:
“Why are we doing this? What is our goal?
How are we going to get there?”

Most people don’t even consider the
possibility of needing to have a plan for han-
dling millions of dollars, Cooper said.

She thinks one reason many people who
come into sudden wealth wind up losing it
is because they lack a plan.

It’s also hard to resist helping others,
Cooper said.

“It’s human nature to give,” Cooper said.
“We all, deep down underneath, we want to
help one another. We put everyone else’s
needs before our own.”

Jeff Aman, an attorney in Lutz, said he
wouldn’t rely entirely upon himself if he
won a huge cash windfall. 

“I wouldn’t want to try to figure it all
out,” said Aman, who specializes in estates,

trusts and real estate.
What the winner should do depends on

the winner’s goals and desires.
“It’s a very individual kind of thing,”

Aman said.
It’s important to understand tax conse-

quences and to protect assets.
“If you’re doing serious tax planning,

you’re also doing asset protection. It goes
hand in hand,” he said.

Hiring a team of experts is important, but
requiring that team to be accountable is es-
sential, too, Aman said. 

“You still need to maintain your personal
sense of responsibility,” he said.

Stories abound about lottery winners
who go broke. Aman doubts they had a
team of specialists helping them manage
their money.

Greatest
The LAKER 
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FOR THE RECORD
All the mystery surrounding the win-

ner of the Powerball was finally revealed
in early June when Gloria C. Mackenzie,
84, shared how someone let het step
ahead in line and buy the winning ticket
at the Zephyrhills Publix.

Mackenzie ended up with $278 mil-
lion in her bank account, after taxes and
a lump sum payout penalty. 

In July, she bought a $1.2 million
home in Jacksonville, according to pub-
lished reports. She also reportedly split
the prize with her son, who also lives in
Jacksonville.
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Do you really want the courts to
choose who raises your child?

NAMING A GUARDIAN FOR A
YOUNG CHILD IN A WILL CAN BE
ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
THINGS A PARENT DOES.

PATRICIA L. 
FERRARI
Attorney At Law

Oakstead Professional Center
SR 54 and Oakstead Blvd,
Land O Lakes, Florida 34638

813-597-8348
http://patriciaferrarilaw.com
By Appointment Only

• Estate Planning
• Wills and Trusts
• Asset Protection/Preservation
• Powers of Attorney
• Insurance Claims/Disputes
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By B.C. Manion
Originally published Nov. 13

Maryhelen Zopfi gets a kick out of find-
ing new uses for old stuff.

The avid gardener’s green thumb is on
glorious display at her North Mobile Villa
Drive home in Lutz, where she grows roses,
orchids, crotons, fruit trees, orchids,
grapevines and all sorts of other plants.

But her enthusiasm for gardening is per-
haps outdone by the funky stuff she has all
over her place.

Recent additions to her eclectic outdoor
décor include the front end of 1997 Buick
that she’s converted into a waterfall for her
koi pond in her backyard. The pond, by the
way, is a former swimming pool, which is
partially covered by a deck.

The deck, it turns out, is the perfect
cover for the koi — should a hungry bird
swoop down to try to grab a quick bite to
eat.

The Buick’s front end is raised up on
blocks, spilling water through its grill into
the pool below.

Meanwhile, out front, Zopfi has added an
old-fashioned telephone booth amidst her
plants, just for fun.

She also has a smaller waterfall in her
front yard, which, by the way, she thinks
would be a perfect candidate for the front
end of a Smart car.

Zopfi, who describes herself as a “stay-at-
home gardener,” always is thinking up stuff
she can do to keep adding interest to her
yard. Besides being full of whimsy, her yard
also is environmentally friendly, too.

She won Hillsborough County’s 2012
Florida-Friendly Landscape Water-Wise
Award for the many water-conserving prac-
tices she observes.

For instance, she catches rainfall in a bar-
rel to water a portion of a garden. She
diverts runoff from her rooftop and pipes it

into areas of her garden. She also uses land-
scape beds to keep storm water from
spilling out of her yard. And, she uses micro-
irrigation to apply water where needed
without wasteful spraying.

Zopfi gets a kick out of showing off her
handiwork. She welcomes garden clubs to
come take a tour of her yard. She’s also been
known to set up tables in her driveway, to
let garden club members have a meeting
and eat lunch.

Her generosity does have its limits,
though.

The garden club members have to bring
their own lunch.

If your garden club would like to sched-
ule a visit to Zopfi’s garden, you can email
the request to mhmango@msn.com.

Old car, pay phone booth per fect for this gar den

B.C. MANION/STAFF
Maryhelen Zopfi has added another point of interest to her eclectic collection of yard art that
embellishes her garden and koi ponds at her home in Lutz. This 1997 Buick front end makes
a perfect waterfall, she said. 

Greatest
The LAKER 
/ Lutz NEWS

FOR THE RECORD
The front end of the 1997 Buick, that

serves as a waterfall into the koi pond in
Maryhelen Zopfi’s backyard, now has
working headlights. The avid gardener
also plans to form a group in the latter
part of 2014 for people who share a
mutual interest in gardening. 
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B.C. MANION/STAFF

Zopfi recently added this pay telephone to
the whimsical yard art, scattered lavishly
around her property in Lutz.

B.C. MANION/STAFF

Zopfi thinks this small waterfall would be
the perfect spot for the front end of a 
Smart car.



Here’s to a wonderful
NEW YEAR

And a warm adieu to the old!
Here’s to happiness, good times, good cheer

And the many joys yet to unfold!

(813) 996-9800
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A chiropractor for 35 years, Dr. Craven
has lived in Land O' Lakes since 1980.

Happy New Year!

23110 SR 54 @ Collier Pkwy (813) 948-2287

Under New Management!

5 time SCCA Race Car champion Robin, 
her crew chief husband, Carl and their 
capable crew are ready to serve you.

Come by and meet Robin

New Reduced Prices on 
Boxes and Packaging!

$2 OFF UPS SHIPPING
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 1/15/14

In Willow Bend Shopping Center • Holiday Hours: Mon-Fri 8-8 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-2
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The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be 
reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or any other treatment which is performed as a result of and within 

72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. 

“Quality Care, Affordable Prices”
Family Dental, Dental Implants & Orthodontics

DR. DANIEL HWANG
22 Years Experience • America’s Top Dentists Award 2013 

Columbia University, BA 1987 • Columbia University, DDS 1991

29450 State Road 54 • Wesley Chapel, FL 33543

813-907-6600 • www.pascodental.net

Pasco Dental

Our Motto: Integrity, Quality, Friendship

24416 State Road 54, Lutz 33559 • 813-428-6994
info@petpointanimalhospital.com • www.petpointanimalhospital.com

OPEN MON, TUES, THURS, FRI 8-6 • WED 10-6 • SATURDAY 9-2

WELLNESS PLANS 
& HOUSE CALLS

AVAILABLE

vaccinations/preventive care, general medicine, surgery, teeth cleaning, labs, digital x-ray

Complimentary pet exam for all new clients. 
We are happy to take care of your pet’s health.

NOW OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

DROP YOUR PET OFF IN THE MORNING 
& PICK HIM/HER UP IN THE EVENING.

By Michael Hinman
Originally published Sept. 18

When the last book in J.K. Rowling’s
bestselling series, “Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows,” was released in 2007,
Jason De La Torre was in line ready for his
copy.

But once he finished the book, the
Wesley Chapel resident realized a troubling
fact: There was now a magical void in the
world of literature. 

So using his own money, De La Torre cre-
ated “Star Mage,” an enchanting story told in
comic book form that takes a young wizard
out into space. He wrote the story and hired
an artist to ink it. And then shopped it
around to all the major comic book publish-
ers.

De La Torre’s work has paid off. In
September, he signed a deal with IDW
Publishing in San Diego that will put his
story on the shelves of bookstores all over
the country next April.

“I grew up reading comics, and I’ve al-
ways had a love for them,” De La Torre said.
“At one point, in 2011, I just started wonder-
ing what goes into being a comic book
writer. I knew I couldn’t draw worth a lick,
but I knew I could come up with an inter-
esting story.”

“Star Mage” centers around Darien
Connors, a 14-year-old boy who discovers
he has magical abilities. That discovery, how-
ever, pulls him into a war that involves not
only his family, but the entire galaxy as well.

“You don’t want to be a cheap rip-off of
Harry Potter,” De La Torre said. “You definite-
ly have to be sure the ideas you’re going
with are original. That is what I try to do,
come up with the most original story I
could, but keeping some of the familiarity
with what I love and what is successful out
there, too.”

Darien’s skills do have a much different
explanation. It is part of a practice known as

Kishpu, and he’s not the only one that can
do it. He quickly teams up with three young
friends — Anthaar, Tirwa and Unura — and
soon find themselves in battle with a hated
enemy, Orasmas Xul Sarrum.

“Star Mage” has all the elements young
comic book readers are looking for, while
developing a story that will give them some-
thing completely new, De La Torre said.

De La Torre was born and raised in
Tampa, and moved to Wesley Chapel with
his wife Rita in 2007. During the day he’s a
tech guy with a healthcare company. His
evenings, however, are spent writing the
first six issues of “Star Mage,” which IDW
will release as a limited series in the
spring.

If all goes well, and
sales are strong, it could
lead to a regular monthly
series for “Star Mage” by
the end of next year.

Each comic issue
takes about 90 days to
create from start to fin-
ish, with most of that
time devoted to the art.
Ray Dillon inked the first
issue, previously making
a name for himself with
projects based on Peter
Pan and the HBO series
“Game of Thrones.”
Franco Cespedes takes
over after that, continu-
ing a world where
science fiction and magi-
cal fantasy collide.

IDW is a newer com-
pany, founded in 1999,
but it already is the na-
tion’s sixth-largest
publisher for many pop-
ular franchises like “My
Little Pony,” “True Blood,”
“Star Trek” and

“Transformers.” IDW has even had some of
its comics optioned for films by studios like
Paramount Pictures and Dimension Films. 

With comic book adaptations making bil-
lions of dollars at the box office, De La Torre
said he can’t help but dream of seeing “Star
Mage” on the silver screen.

“If there was a movie, I definitely would
want them to respect the original material,”

De La Torre said. “But I understand that
comics and the actual movie business are
two different things, they have to appeal to
a much broader audience.  That is a part of
life.”

And that life could change for De La
Torre pretty quickly if “Star Mage” becomes
a success. It could mean full-time devotion
to writing, and possibly even adapting some
of his other independently published novels
to the comic form as well.

“I can guarantee you, I will be taking pic-
tures the minute my comic book shows up
on the shelf,” De La Torre said. “I have a lot of
ideas I’m ready to work on, and I’ll always
be focused on things that I would enjoy, and
maybe others will enjoy as well.” 

Greatest
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FOR THE RECORD
Jason De La Torre is expecting to

hear from his publisher any day now on
when the comic book series will pre-
miere, but they hadn’t told him by the
time The Laker/Lutz News went to
press. But those anxious to see “Star
Mage” will likely see the first issue com-
ing out later this year.
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Comics publisher finds magic in Wesley Chapel writer

COURTESY OF JASON DE LA TORRE

The next Harry Potter could come right from Pasco County.
Writer Jason De La Torre has signed a deal to publish his comic
book series ‘Star Mage’ with the nation’s sixth-largest distributor. 



By B.C. Manion
Originally published Oct. 9

It happened more than a decade ago, but
the Rev. Garry Welsh said the event was a
turning point in his life as a priest.

“I woke one night to the sound of wood
burning,” recalled Welsh, then pastor of St.
Ludger Catholic Church, a parish in the
small town of Creighton, Neb. “The rectory
caught on fire.”

Welsh descended from his second-floor
bedroom to search out the source of the
fire.

“I saw a kind of a glow at the end of the
hallway, and when I walked down toward it,
I discovered the kitchen was on fire,” he
said.

The black smoke was so thick that Welsh
became disoriented. He suffered burns on
both of his hands and feet.

“They tell me — I don’t remember much
about the night — that I did walk across a
floor that was on fire. It was a laminate
floor, so it was hot and it burnt the bottom
of my feet,” Welsh said. “I was in the hospital
for quite a while. I had to learn how to walk
again.”

Investigators traced the cause of the fire
to a candle that Welsh had left burning on
the stove, he said. The rectory had just been
renovated, and it and all of its contents were
destroyed.

Recovering from his injuries kept Welsh
away from full-time ministry for quite some
time. Now, however, he’s on loan to Our
Lady of the Rosary Church in Land O’ Lakes.
And despite the fire’s destructive nature,
Welsh said it held lessons for him.

“I think what it gave me, as I look back
now, is that it gave me a better appreciation
of the struggles people go through,” Welsh
said. “I was in a wheelchair for quite a while.
I think it made me understand (the impacts
of) when people start to lose their mobility.”

The experience gave him a greater ap-
preciation of being able to do things
independently and changed his perspective
on life, people and the priesthood, he said.

“It changed my outlook on ministry, en-
tirely,” Welsh said.

Before the fire, Welsh said he was a priest
that was driven by a schedule. The experi-
ence of the fire, and recovering from it,
however, softened and mellowed him. Welsh
became more aware of the value of savoring
the gifts that God bestows.

“Before when I would visit with people,
it was very much an in-and-out, I’ve got
other things to do,” he said. “Now, I take
more time. I’m more liable to sit with peo-
ple and listen to people a little bit more.”

Before the fire, Welsh said he was an am-
bitious priest. That changed, as well.

“As a priest, I used to try to be the best,”
he said. “I discovered that when I try to be
the best, it’s all about me. What I try to do
now is that I try to be the priest that people
need today. So, when someone comes to
me, my prayer always is: ‘What do you need
from me as your priest, now?’

“That might be a listening ear. That might
be some advice. It might be a pat on the
back to say you’re OK. It might be that you
need me to sit and listen to your joke and
laugh at it, even if it’s bad.”

Welsh said he asks himself: “What does
this person, or these people, or this group –
what do they need from me, now?”

“They don’t need me to be the best
priest. They need me to be their priest, their
priest who loves them,” he said.

Welsh was born in England to Scottish
parents, but grew up in Ireland. He came to
the United States in 1998, and was ordained
three years later in Nebraska. Welsh said
spiritual needs are universal, people need to
know that spiritually, they’re loved. 

When fellow priests and brothers are
struggling, Welsh reminds them that “we
make priesthood difficult because we think
it’s about doing,” he said. “It’s more about
being.”

“When we’re ordained, we’re ordained to
be in the image of Christ. And we forget that
and we’re lost in our own image,” Welsh
said. “And we get disappointed, and the peo-
ple get disappointed. We don’t get fulfilled,
and the people don’t get fulfilled. And we all
end up in this bad place.”

Instead it should be more about the
image of Christ. “What did Christ instruct us
to do?” Welsh said. “He said, ‘Love one anoth-
er, as I have loved you.’”

“That’s the key, I think, to all faith,” he
said. “No matter what we do, we have to do
it with love. People will respond to love.”

When Welsh officiates the mass, he be-
gins with a reminder that those present are
on a journey together. As such, they are
bound to stumble and fall. But they are
there to help each other and to continue to-
gether on the journey, he said.

When he prepares his homilies, he con-
sults a number of sources and draws on his
personal experiences.

“As a priest, I struggle like you struggle,”
Welsh said. “I have good days and bad days. I
have high moments and low moments.
We’re journeying together.”

When others hurt him, he said, he real-
izes he is unable to forgive them. “I ask God
to forgive them,” he said.

Like commentator Bill O’Reilly, he enjoys
being pithy.

He also recalls this bit of advice offered
by a professor when Welsh was learning to
write homilies: “In three minutes, you’ll
move hearts. In 10 minutes, you’ll freeze
butts.”

Welsh, who has been an associate and a
pastor at several churches in Nebraska, said
he has never requested a particular assign-
ment, trusting the Holy Spirit will lead him
to the right place to use his skills.

Currently, he is on loan to the Diocese of
St. Petersburg, from the Archdiocese of
Omaha. He’s not sure how long this assign-
ment will last.

“When I came down here, my archbish-
op said, ‘This is for three years.’ And, I said,
‘Well, let the Holy Spirit decide that.’”

B.C. MANION/STAFF
Father Garry Welsh is on loan to the parish of Our Lady of the Rosary in Land O’ Lakes. He
says a fire that destroyed the rectory where he was living in Nebraska transformed his ministry.

Fire inspires priest to transfor m ministr y

By B.C. Manion
Originally published March 20

Pasco County Schools superintendent
Kurt Browning has dropped the idea of clos-
ing Moore-Mickens Education Center in
Dade City.

Browning had been considering a move
that would have closed the center and relo-
cated its programs. That proposal would
have saved about $1 million to help plug a
$23 million budget shortfall the district is
facing.

Browning shifted gears on March 12
after hundreds of supporters attended a
community meeting on the previous
evening in a show of support at the center.

“I have heard the heartfelt pleas from
Moore-Mickens students, graduates, staff and
supporters, and I cannot in good conscience
move forward with the recommendation to
close the school at this time,” Browning said
in a release.

While Moore-Mickens will not close, the
district will shift the Early Head Start
prekindergarten program to Pasco
Elementary School beginning in the 2013-14
school year.

“The pre-k program belongs at an ele-
mentary school with students of that same
age group,” Browning said.

The Cyesis teen parent program, FAPE 22
program for Exceptional Education students
from age 18 to 22, Adult Education and the
Support our Students last-chance program
all will remain at Moore-Mickens.

Even before the meeting began on the
evening of March 11, it was obvious that
people had rallied to do what they could to
keep their beloved Moore-Mickens open.

Supporters stood at the center’s gate,
holding signs and chanting, “Save our

school,” and, “Give us our school back.”
The center’s parking lot was jammed

with people parking on the grass and near
the school.

Hundreds crowded into the cafeteria.
Speakers from all walks of life ap-

proached the microphone during the
meeting, which lasted more than two hours. 

At times, the meeting felt like a pep rally
— with people singing the school’s alma
mater and chanting, “More Moore-Mickens.
More Moore-Mickens.”

At other times, it was like a political rally,
with speakers chastising Browning for his
proposal and criticizing the school district
for what they consider to be unequal educa-
tional opportunities on the east and west
sides of Pasco.

There was a spiritual element, too, as
Margarita Romo — a widely known advo-
cate for migrant workers and social justice
— lifted the issue up in prayer. She asked
God to intercede to find a way to not only
continue to provide programs at Moore-
Mickens Center, but to expand them.

Browning said despite rumors to the
contrary, the district had no intention of
closing down the building and bulldozing it.
He told the crowd that part of the rationale
for shifting the programs to Pasco High
School would be to enable the young
women who are pregnant to enroll in pro-
grams such as Advanced Placement and dual
enrollment classes, which would enable
them to earn college credits.

But speakers told Browning and school
board members that it wasn’t just the build-
ing they were worried about. They didn’t
want to lose the environment that exists at
Moore-Mickens.

Dozens weighed in.
Some talked about how Moore-Mickens

staff members had helped them to get their
GED diplomas. Others said staff members
encouraged them when others had written
them off. Some talked about being wel-
comed at the center when they’d been
shunned or bullied elsewhere.

Speakers urged Browning and the school
board to find another way to plug the budg-
et gap.

Charlene Austen of Dade City wondered
why the district “selected the most vulnera-
ble sector of the student population. These
students do not easily adapt.”

“You can move students. You can move
furniture,” she said. “You cannot move envi-
ronment.”

Moore-Mickens employee Chris Barber
said he previously worked with special
needs students at John Long Middle and
Wiregrass Ranch High, both schools in
Wesley Chapel.

“Here’s the thing,” Barber said, special needs
students at those schools “were falling through
the cracks. This is a very unique place.”

Lisa Ciganek, a teacher at Moore-

Mickens, said “a raise is not worth it to me
to see these students lose what is working
for them. They choose to come here. We see
the potential in them. This environment is
what gives our kids their future. Please don’t
take that away from them.”

Sister Roberta Bailey, prioress of the
Benedictine Sisters of Saint Leo, urged the
crowd to voice its support for the school in
writing. She urged them to focus on the
positive — why Moore-Mickens should be
kept.

“Moore-Mickens is a chance for change,”
Bailey said. “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

That sentiment drew a standing ovation
from the crowd.

It turns out those letters of support
won’t be needed now. Browning and the
school board must now find another way to
come up with the nearly $1 million that
would have been saved with his previous
proposal, if employees are going to get any
type of raise next year. 

District staff has not received pay in-
creases in six years.

B.C. MANION/STAFF

Protesters stood at the gates of Moore-Mickens Education Center urging officials to drop the
idea to close the school. Superintendent Kurt Browning said he heard the community and
the center will stay open. 
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Moore-Mickens to stay open
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By B.C. Manion
Originally published June 19

Chances are, if you don’t live in Lutz, or
haven’t been to the community’s giant
sports complex off Lutz Lake Fern Road, the
name Oscar Cooler may not ring a bell.

But for thousands of athletes and their
families, Cooler’s contributions left a perma-
nent imprint, said Mitch Wilkins, president
of the Lutz Leaguerettes. 

“Being able to bring all those families to-
gether to interact makes him an icon,”
Wilkins said.

Cooler, 84, died on
June 13 and was laid
to rest on June 18
with a memorial at
Loyless Funeral Home
in Land O’ Lakes, fol-
lowed by a graveside
service at Lutz
Cemetery.

Those who knew
Cooler described him as a tenacious man,
with a heart for the community’s children
— all of the community’s children.

The Rev. Alan Burner of the First Baptist
Church of Lutz officiated at the memorial.

“Oscar’s family told me that he got what
he wanted 99.9 percent of the time,” Burner
said. “And, for the Lutz community, that
worked out very well. And for young peo-
ple, that worked out very well.”

Boddie Osteen, Cooler’s friend for a half-
century, recalled the retired flooring
salesman’s determination to get a Little
League ballpark for the community. 

“He didn’t take no for an answer,” Osteen
said.

Before Cooler got involved, Lutz had one
Little League field behind Lutz Elementary
School. Cooler wanted more opportunities
for the community’s youth, so he spent two
years lobbying the Hillsborough County
Commission before he finally persuaded the
board to buy an orange grove to give the
children additional fields.

After they purchased the land, commis-
sioners said it would be a couple of years
before the ball fields could be built.

Cooler refused to wait. He marshaled an
army of volunteers to get the job done.

“We had engineers, builders, painters,
everything we needed to build a park,”
Cooler said in a 2008 interview with The
Tampa Tribune. “We had people who didn’t
mind getting their hands dirty. Everything
that was done, laborwise, was done volun-
tarily. Within nine months we built this
thing.”

The Lutz Park Youth Complex, later re-
named in Cooler’s honor, opened in 1975
with three baseball fields. Over time, the
complex, at 19045 Crooked Lane, has vastly
expanded, now featuring fields for baseball,
softball, football and soccer. It also has a
playground, restrooms and concession
stands, as well as an adjacent nature park.

Osteen, who coached Little League for
some five years and umpired for about 35
years, said Cooler’s sole motivation was to
provide a wholesome outlet for kids.

As Cooler put it in a 2010 interview with
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Oscar Cooler leaves lasting legacy 

Oscar Cooler

FILE PHOTO
Cheerleaders help rev up the fans at Lutz Chiefs football games. 
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The Laker/Lutz News, “I think kids need to
have a safe place to learn about teamwork
… If kids don’t have something like this,
then they usually get into a lot of things
they shouldn’t be doing.”

For Cooler, it was all about the kids —
not about having a park named in his honor,
Osteen said.

Over the years, generations of families
have flocked to Oscar Cooler Sports
Complex, with athletes swinging for the
fences, scoring touchdowns, making penalty
kicks and striking out batters, all while fami-
lies and friends cheered from the bleachers.

“All of our kids played there,” said Dorry
Osteen, Boddie’s wife. “The kids played for
the Leaguerettes. That was the main enter-
tainment, going to the ballpark.”

She recalls Cooler’s kind heart.
“If (the children) didn’t have the money

to play ball, he would see to it that they got
to play ball,” she said.

Danny Neeley, a longtime family friend,
grew up with Cooler’s sons, Romney, Marc
and Craig. He recalls playing at the ballpark
when it was still surrounded by orange
groves. To this day, the scent of orange blos-
soms still conjures mental images of
baseball for Neeley.

He said he was 6 when he met Cooler.
He recalls going over to the Coolers’ house,
and if the boys were working, Cooler would

tell Neeley to pitch in because the boys
couldn’t play until they finished their
chores.

That dedication to work and family were
themes in Cooler’s life, said his granddaugh-
ters, Jamie Cooler and Ashley Beasley, who
spoke at his memorial.

They painted a picture of a man who
was devoted to his family, enjoyed country
music and could move mountains when he
set his mind to it.

They said their grandfather was always
deeply interested in what they were doing.
They also noted he was never too busy to
take time for them, and he would brag
about his kids and grandkids to anyone who
would listen.

Cooler had the same kind of zeal for the
sports complex, Wilkins said. Even as Cooler
he grew older, Wilkins sometimes bumped
into him at the complex. Cooler would be
standing there surveying the softball fields,
much like a proud homeowner inspects the
front lawn, Wilkins said.

Greatest
The LAKER 
/ Lutz NEWS

FOR THE RECORD
Oscar Cooler was preceded in death

by his wife, Sara. He is survived by a
daughter, Sondra Turpin, and her husband
Allan, and by his son, Romney and his
wife Debbie; his son, Marc and his wife
Melody; and his son, Craig and his wife
Lynn.

Cooler’s survivors also include seven
grandchildren. They are Ashley Beasley
and her husband Adam, Jamie Cooler
and her fiancé Doug Coogle, Sierra
Matheson and her husband Ryon, and
Cassie, Tyler and Amanda Marshall.

Hits

FILE PHOTO
The Lutz Chiefs play at the Oscar Cooler
Youth Sports Complex in Lutz. 
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Aug. 14

Academy at the Lakes, central Pasco
County’s private school that hugs both sides
of Collier Parkway off State Road 54, is get-
ting a lot larger, growing by more than 46
acres.

The school has purchased a large chunk
of land near its existing campus that has be-
longed to the pioneer MacManus family for
decades, with an eye toward a major cam-
pus expansion in the coming years.

The land grab is four times larger than
the school’s existing campus, and allows
Academy at the Lakes to extend its reach to
20 Mile Level Road with a total of nearly 60
acres of land.

“About six years ago, my sister and I, and
our brother, started talking about what we
wanted to do with this land,” said Dr. Lou
MacManus. A retired surgeon who lived for
decades in Ohio and Tennessee, MacManus
grew up in a modest house built a year be-
fore she was born on the property now
owned by Academy at the Lakes. She shares
many memories of her childhood on the
land with her sister, University of South
Florida professor Susan MacManus, as well
as her late brother, Dr. H. Cameron
MacManus, who was killed in a plane crash
last spring.

“There’s been a lot of changes here since
we were kids, and many of them good
changes,” MacManus said. “But we didn’t
want to see a bunch of homes on this land.”

MAKING IT WORK
Academy at the Lakes had plans to ex-

pand for the last two years, but the deal to
purchase this piece of MacManus land came
together only recently, thanks to the work of
the MacManus family, as well as the
Academy’s head of school Mark Heller and
then board of trustees chair Cynthia Miller.

“The MacManuses have been very inter-
ested in seeing the future of their parents’

and grandparents’ land used for something
productive and positive for the community,”
Heller said. “They could’ve easily sold this
land to a developer for a lot more money.
But instead, decided that they should take a
philanthropic route, and dedicate this land
to the same thing they have always dedicat-
ed their lives to: education.”

Academy at the Lakes is paying slightly
more than $2 million for the land, equating
to a little less than $44,000 per acre.
MacManus set up a charitable remainder an-
nuity trust, which holds the 16-year
mortgage for the property. Excluding any in-
terest or other fees, that will cost the
growing school approximately $10,500 per
month on average.

While it might seem high, Heller sees it
as an investment in the future for a school
that is key to the economic growth in cen-

tral Pasco County.
“The north side of the county is growing

so fast, certainly now that construction and
homebuilding is picking back up again,”
Heller said. “The north side is going to be
burgeoning again, just like it did 10 years
ago, and we’re going to be able to grow
with that community, and provide resources
to that growing community.”

There are no immediate plans to build
on the land, but it is something the school
expects to do at some point to accommo-
date student needs, Heller said. In the
meantime, some of the older students will
tend to the land and learn how to grow or-
anges and take part in other agricultural
activities. Food raised will be donated to
local charities.

Heller talked about expansion in August
2011 when he said Academy at the Lakes

should explore ways that would set it up for
the next 100 years.

“This is something that could absolutely
transform the footprint and the presence of
the school,” Heller said at the time.

What happens is up to the school’s
board of trustees, but there are many possi-
bilities. One could include integrating the
entire campus into one site, instead of hav-
ing the younger and older students divided
physically by Collier Parkway. The land
could also become a sports complex center,
among other things.

“There’s just so much that we can do
that we haven’t really even talked about
yet,” Heller said.

NEVER FORGET HISTORY
The matriarch of the MacManus family

had always pushed education on her chil-
dren, explaining why Lou MacManus and
her siblings all reached doctorate levels in
their schooling. Knowing that the farm she
worked so hard to build would now be
used for educating hundreds of young peo-
ple — not just three — would make her
mother proud, MacManus said.

“Education was so big for us growing up,
and we were always out learning every-
thing,” MacManus said. “We spent a lot of
times outdoors, and didn’t watch much TV.
We were doing sports, riding bicycles, and I
even had a horse.”

The 2,200-square-foot house that served
as the MacManus home for more than half a
century still stands on the property. There
are trees in front where the young
MacManus children would hang their wet
clothes after swimming in the nearby lake.

“We were together and outside from
dawn until dusk,” MacManus said. “We spent
our days swimming in the lake and roaming
around the orange groves.”

And while the lake may no longer be a
place where young people can just jump in,
the land will be there to help educate many
generations to come.

Private school lays the gr oundwork for its futur e

MICHAEL HINMAN/STAFF 
Dr. Lou MacManus, right, shares stories about growing up on the land she recently sold to
Academy at the Lakes, with former Academy board chair Cynthia Martin and current head-
master Mark Heller. MacManus’ childhood home looms in the background.
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Aug. 7

It has a small yard begging for some ten-
der loving care. Overgrown bushes,
untrimmed trees, brown grass desperate for
water. 

The house that it surrounds, empty for
the past few years, could almost find a place
among neighborhood children’s haunted
house legends, if it weren’t for the bright
yellow paint that still shines through
Zephyrhills downtown.

Built in 1912, this is the original home of
Capt. Harold B. Jeffries, the Civil War veteran
who settled Zephyrhills in the hopes of
bringing other war veterans with him. It’s
been everything from the home of promi-
nent city residents over the years, to a
commercial office in what was once a
bustling downtown area. 

Today, however, the Jeffries House is
spotted with warped wood. The white
wraparound porch is sagging in a few
places. And the main entrance that once
welcomed Capt. Jeffries home each night is
now capped with a “No Trespassing” sign.

The home is almost out of place in what
would later become the commercial nerve
center for Zephyrhills. And as community
business leaders work to revitalize the
downtown section, questions abound on
what to do with the Jeffries House after it
suffered through a foreclosure two years
ago, and has been abandoned ever since.

“I think the Main Street Zephyrhills of-
fice would look great there,” said Gina King
Granger, executive director of the city’s
Main Street group. “Our board had actually
discussed that at one time, but our funding
was so tight, there was no way we could
make it work.”

CenterState Bank of Florida owns the
house, but is looking to get back the nearly
$280,000 it lost when the previous owner
defaulted on the mortgage. However, Main

Street may get another shot at the building if
city officials move forward with plans to
buy the house from CenterState, and then
possibly leasing it out. 

Such a move would make the site much
more attractive from a financial standpoint
for potential tenants like Main Street.

“There’s a lot of interest in it,” Granger
said. “Folks are just shying away from it be-
cause they think there is a lot more involved
in terms of restoration and what would be
needed to get it back into good shape.”

While the house itself would likely not
be a strong anchor to help draw other busi-
nesses into the downtown district, there are
a number of other possibilities for the
Jeffries House as well, ranging from bed and
breakfasts to restaurants, even to becoming
a residence again.

That’s exactly how Jerry Pricher remem-
bers the Jeffries House growing up.  

“That house was the only residence on
that block for many, many years,” said
Pricher, who is vice president of the
Zephyrhills Historical Association. “I walked
by that house all the time when I was a kid,
pretty much whenever we would walk
down to the Home Theater to go to the
movies.”

The Jeffries House is hardly the only
house with local historical significance in
Zephyrhills, but it gets the most attention
because of its location right in the middle of
town, Pricher said. Because of that, and its
place in the city’s history, it could be the
perfect place for a museum.

The only drawback to that idea is that
Zephyrhills already has the Depot Museum
on South Avenue.

“The Depot Museum is slap full, so (the
Jeffries House) could be nice as a secondary
museum,” Pricher said. “We could always use
more room to display some of the many his-
torical items we have.”

Vicki Elkins, who runs the Depot
Museum, says they do regularly have to
switch out exhibits because of space con-
straints in the old railroad depot. However,
she may need some more exhibit donations
before they can think of a second location.

“We don’t really have an overflow right
now, but certainly at some point we might,”
Elkins said. She feels that the Jeffries House
could be turned into a nice museum re-
membering the school history of the city.
Or, “it would make a wonderful Main Street
office.”

“It’s historic, and it’s what Main Street is
all about,” Elkins said.

No matter who might end up in the
Jeffries House, chances are it won’t be as
expensive to move in as many might think,
Main Street’s Granger said. A city inspec-
tion of the house showed that despite
some exterior issues, the interior is struc-

turally sound. 
And outside money might be available to

convert the historic house into a new busi-
ness.

“A lot of work would be needed to bring
it up to code, but it could be done,” Granger
said. “There are a lot of grants for restoring
these old properties at both the state and
national levels, but money like that might
not be available for a few years.”

And that could be a death knell to the
Jeffries House if it remains empty and is not
properly maintained. As passers-by have al-
ready noticed in recent years, a house like
this can deteriorate fast.

“Obviously, to those of us who love the
history of Zephyrhills, we would rather not
lose it,” Pricher said. “Something needs to be
done with that building, and we need to do
it right now.”

Historic Jeffries House seeks place in 21st century
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FOR THE RECORD
After receiving its appraisal, the

Zephyrhills City Council tasked Mayor
Danny Burgess to sit down and negoti-
ate with house owner CenterState
Bank, which he has been doing ever
since. Burgess tells The Laker/Lutz News
that he hopes to “reach an acceptable
number to then present to the City
Council at a later date for their approval
or disapproval.”

However, Burgess did not offer a
timetable on when those negotiations
might yield results.
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MICHAEL HINMAN/STAFF 
Capt. Harold Jeffries made this his home for
years after founding Zephyrhills, but now
this historic structure in the middle of the
city’s main street business district is suffer-
ing from neglect. City officials are looking to
buy the house, but it still leaves the ques-
tion of what they will do with it once they
sign the deed. 
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Aug. 7

Dominic Mukwaya arrived in Pasco
County ready to learn. When he left his vil-
lage in Uganda in July, more than 30
members of his extended family joined him
at the airport — nearly all of them watching
a plane take off for the very first time in
their lives.

Not only was it his first plane ride and
his first trip to America, but it was also the
first time Mukwaya has ever left the Kyotera
region of his country, where running water
was just introduced last spring, and electric-
ity is still a future goal.

Despite that, Mukwaya has schooled
more than 650 orphans whose families
were ravaged by the HIV epidemic there. He
has pushed for more adult education as well
— especially for women, who traditionally
did not go to school when they were
younger.

“Some of the people in my district went
to school and were not doing good, and oth-
ers could not afford to pay for the school
fees,” Mukwaya said. “We started a sustain-
ability project where, in the long term, we
can help those who might not be able to
learn otherwise.”

Mukwaya returned home in August after
his two-week trip to Land O’ Lakes, partici-

pating in the annual International
Leadership Fellows Institute from the
National Educator Program. That program,
based in Denver, chose the Pasco County
Schools out of more than a dozen national
applicants to host this institute. It’s designed
to empower teachers to become strong
leaders, and give students equal access to
success.

The seminar itself, which also included
20 handpicked Pasco educators, lasted two
weeks. It’s part of the overall institute pro-
gram designed to operate for the next year,
connecting participants not only with face-
to-face visits, but also technologically
through online communication services like
Skype. It’s meant to be a give and take,
where these administrators learn from each
other, and take all of it back to incorporate
into their own classrooms.

“What we have found so far that
whether you’re teaching in a major metro-
politan area or in the jungle by the lake, it’s
remarkable the similarities on how schools
and classrooms operate,” said Mark
Thompson, executive director of NEP. “We
found much more in common than we
thought.”

The recent conference in Land O’ Lakes
was led by Diane Varano, principal of the
Cultural Academy for the Arts and Sciences
in Brooklyn. She makes the trip each year to

help form new bonds among the education
leaders, giving them tools to reinvigorate
classrooms. 

It’s a much-needed wakeup call for many
teachers, who in recent years have com-
plained about being forced to teach to
state-mandated tests like the Florida
Comprehensive Assessment Test. Instead, the
learning process must be more experiential,
said Mark Xing, who is the director of teach-
ing affairs for a 2,000-student school system
in Shenzhen, China. 

Located just north of Hong Kong,
Shenzhen is a city of more than 10 million
people that was an early adopter of capital-
ism in the traditionally communist country.
Because of that, the school there has been
working to include both Chinese and
American curriculums. 

“In China, a lot of parents would like to
send their children to study in the United
States,” Xing said. “They want their children
to know more about American culture, and
we actually started this program to meet the
parents’ needs.”

There was some concern that requiring
both Chinese and American studies for ele-
mentary school-aged students might be too
much. Instead, Xing has found his students
embracing both equally, and that will give
them an edge as technology continues to
shrink the world and China plays an ever-ex-

panding role in world economics.
Mukwaya’s curriculum also is experi-

ence-based, but not quite the same way. In
his region, English is being taught as a third
language — behind the local Luganda and
the regional Swahili. But while math and
reading are essential in the learning process
for both children and adults, so are vocation-
al skills that will help not only make money
for his students, but save money as well.

“We started with writing and reading,
and now they are going up to do more func-
tional things like how to weave mats from
palm leaves and make bags from banana
fibers,” Mukwaya said. “We’re also teaching
many of our women how they can save
money, and how they can be sustainable fi-
nancially.”

Both Mukwaya and Xing will return to
Land O’ Lakes next year to share progress
on changes they’ve instituted because of the
program and report back on how well they
have worked, with the goal of helping the
district’s program to grow and evolve.

“This isn’t just about someone coming
here and learning things. We are learning a
great deal from them,” Thompson said. “We
can teach them some of our best practices
when it comes to education, but they are
not just learning ours, they are teaching us
theirs, too, and that’s the kind of dialogue
we want to have.”

Pasco conference proves education is worldwide concern



www.LakerLutzNews.com January 1, 2014 13

By B.C. Manion
Originally published April 10

Margarita Romo will be the first to tell
you that she is a flawed woman, and that
some people simply do not like her.

But the path she’s traveled led her to advo-
cating for farm workers, immigrants and the
poor. Her work has been recognized by Gov.
Rick Scott, who selected her to be inducted
into the Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame.

The honor goes to people who have
made significant contributions to improving
the lives of minorities and all Floridians.

Romo, 76, founded Farmworkers Self-
Help in Dade City, a nonprofit organization
that has focused on education, advocacy,
and addressing the needs of migrant farm-
workers and immigrants for more than
three decades. 

The organization helps with immigration
issues, gives bread to the poor, advocates for
legislative changes, and seeks to improve
conditions for the impoverished. It has been
particularly active in seeking improvements
for Tommytown, a community northwest of
downtown Dade City.

“It wasn’t anything that I purposely went
out to do,” Romo said. 

Her involvement began when she was
asked to translate church services at migrant
camps. Her commitment grew from there.

Romo said she didn’t have a strategic or
systematic method for helping people. They
came to her with a need, and she explored
ways to help them. 

As time went on, Romo became more
knowledgeable and established more rela-
tionships — making it possible for her to
help more people.

“In my wildest dreams I never thought
I’d be doing this, especially with the history
that I had. It seemed like there was just dis-
aster after disaster,” Romo said.

*   *   *
Romo was born in Texas, and at age 3,

her mother died. Her father placed her in an
orphanage and sent her three brothers to
another orphanage. They stayed there a cou-
ple of years until he remarried.

“I went in as Margarita and I came out as
Margaret,” Romo said, and she was no longer
speaking Spanish.

She joined the convent when she was
15, and left two years later with the hopes
of mending a strained relationship with her
stepmother, which never happened.

Romo has been divorced three times,
and along the way she had six children.

She believes her personal failings and the
challenges she’s faced have helped her be-
come more compassionate.

“We all have issues, and we’ll always have
issues. There’s no one who is ever going to
be perfect, but I think knowing your own
imperfections causes you to be more under-
standing about others,” Romo said.

She also understands despair.
She was so despondent after her first di-

vorce that she attempted to take her own
life, she said. She’d taken some pills and
someone found her — otherwise, her life
would have ended then.

“I’m a real miracle, walking,” Romo said.
That experience made her realize how

important it is for people to seek counseling
when they need it. “I’m a real champion
about mental health,” Romo said.

She also understands poverty.
Romo needed help after one of her di-

vorces, and a woman from a migrant camp

understood that need.
“I’ll never forget,” Romo said. “She gave

me some of her food stamps.”
While she is being honored for her

work, Romo is quick to give credit to those
who have helped her to help others.

“It’s not about me,” Romo said. “If it hadn’t
been for those undocumented farmworkers,
we wouldn’t be here. They’re the ones who
walked with me. They went to Washington,
D.C. They went to Tallahassee.”

She also said mentors she’s met have
helped her to be more effective.

Romo views herself as an activist, but
uses a different approach than many young
organizers whom she sees as being more ag-
gressive and eager to take on the world.

When she goes to Tallahassee to advocate
for changes, she said she reads scripture to
lawmakers and prays for God to guide them.

“We need God to go in front of us,”
Romo said. “We need to do battle with the
Bible in our hand. I really believe that God
has to be called in, and I believe God hasn’t
been called into the middle of all of the
crises. God has got to be in the middle of
everything we do.”

Sometimes she feels conflicted.
“Being a pastor and being an activist organ-

izer is just a real difficult place. You have to
constantly forgive, and at the same time you’re
in the middle of a battle,” said Romo, who be-
came an ordained minister 10 years ago.

She was reaching out spiritually to chil-
dren in her community even before she was
ordained. 

*   *   *
Romo was inducted into the Florida Civil

Rights Hall of Fame on April 24 along with
Harry T. and Harriette V. Moore and Judge
James B. Sanderlin.

They were among the nominees the
Florida Commission on Human Relations
recommended to Scott.

“As Florida marks its 500-year anniversary,
we want to honor individuals who have
stood for equality in our state’s history even
in the face of adversity,” Scott said in a release.
“These champions of freedom have paved
the way for equal rights among all Floridians.”  

Romo said she’s not really sure what the
induction means.

“If they really want to do something,
then give us (Florida) KidCare for legal im-
migrant children,” she said, talking about the
low-cost or free health insurance program.

She’d also like to have a conversation
with lawmakers about the negative impacts
she believes “zero tolerance” has on kids.
She also thinks the state should allow immi-
grants who arrived here before age 16 and
who have no criminal record to attend
Florida colleges at in-state tuition rates.

“You can pick enough oranges to pay in-
state tuition, but you cannot pick enough
oranges to pay out-of-state tuition,” Romo
said. “That’s just the bottom line.”

Romo could go on and on about injus-
tices that need to be addressed and
opportunities that need to be offered.

She tackles what she can in Tallahassee,
in the community and her office, a humble
white house on Lock Street.

Photographs on the walls of her office
serve as constant reminders of the work
that remains.

One photo shows a smiling girl who
died before she reached age 5 because she
could not get the medical care she needed
quickly enough.

Another photo shows an old man stand-

ing in a dumpster. He’d rummage around
wherever he could to find cans he could
sell, Romo said. When he died, it cost $800 to
buy his ashes so his life could be honored.

There’s also a photo of a young man
who died from AIDS-related complications,
and another of a man who died from
prostate cancer.

Romo said she remembers those people
when she thinks about the work she needs
to do.

She also thinks about tragic things that
have happened because of dangerous work-
ing conditions. She thinks of workers who
have “lost their eyesight because of pesti-
cide” or “fallen off ladders and broke their
back and got no compensation.”

Romo aims to help people help them-
selves.

“If we’re really about teaching people to
be free, then you’ve got to give them the
tools to do that,” She said. “To help us learn
to think for ourselves is where the real work
comes in and the real love.” 

Romo’s organization encourages stu-
dents to attain their GED diploma, enroll in
college and seek job training.

She said she feels blessed to do the work
she does.

“When you’re a community organizer
and you help organize your community,
then that community grows and it becomes
a whole different place and everybody who
received the benefit of that growth takes it
with them and plants it somewhere else,
and it never stops growing,” she said.

No matter how dark things can get at
times, Romo hangs on.

“Thirty-three years, and we’re still here,”
she said.
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FOR THE RECORD
Margarita Romo intends to keep

pushing for health care insurance for
children of immigrants who are legally
here, but cannot qualify for insurance for
five years. She also will continue efforts
to persuade lawmakers to grant in-state
tuition rates for immigrant students,
who arrived here before age 16 and have
no criminal record.
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Romo makes Florida Civil Rights Hall of Fame
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Oct. 23

The deadline is here for groups wanting
to convince the Florida Department of
Transportation to part with valuable road
rights of way in Pasco County’s State Road
54/56 corridor.

The FDOT asked for the proposals after
it received an unsolicited request to lease
the rights of way to build a 33-mile elevated
toll road that could possibly shorten the trip
between Zephyrhills and New Port Richey
to less than 30 minutes. 

Gerald Stanley and International
Infrastructure Partners LLC piqued the inter-
est of state officials and the county, as a
whole, with the request in June, and it’s cre-
ated debate on not only if it’s good for the
county, but if such a project is even feasible.

Those answers are yes and yes, said John
Hagen, president and chief executive of the
Pasco Economic Development Council. The
fact is, Pasco County is growing quickly, and
even an expanded State Road 54 struggles
to accommodate the traffic it receives.

“You either have to build a bunch of
new lanes and widen it out, or you have to
build up,” Hagen said. “And in some places,
(widening) just won’t work very well. You
have stores and neighborhoods right up to
the road. If you end up widening with new
lanes, you’re going to be bulldozing.”

Some business owners, however, dis-
agree. In an August meeting with Pasco
County Commissioner Kathryn Starkey, a
few members of the Greater Wesley Chapel
Chamber of Commerce expressed opposi-
tion to the road, fearing it would allow
traffic to bypass their businesses.

“Things are going to get congested if we
keep going the way we’re going,” Hagen
said. “The idea that you’re going to attract
more business somehow as we turn the
place into a parking lot is something to re-
think here. A way for local businesses to get
more business is to separate out the people
who are not planning to stop anyway —
who are just wanting to get across the coun-
ty — and opening up the surface roads to
local traffic.”

Following the money
If built, the elevated expressway would

be the first privately owned toll road in
Florida. Cost estimates weren’t shared, but
using the elevated road built for Tampa’s Lee
Roy Selmon Expressway in the early 2000s
as a model, builders could be looking at a
cost of $70 million … per mile. That would
bring the total price tag of this project to
around $2.3 billion. 

Stanley’s group, IIP, would raise the

money through private sources like hedge
funds, and then try to recoup that invest-
ment — with the necessary profit
— through toll revenue collected by travel-
ers who choose the expressway.

Yet, that profit model could be troubling. 
Last year, toll roads in Florida collected

revenue of $616 million from travelers.
That’s broken down to $1.3 million per
mile. Applying those numbers to this project
would generate prospective revenue of
$44.2 million each year. Even if IIP never
spends another dime on the road, it would
take the company 52 years to recoup its in-
vestment.

But that might be OK. Neil Gray, director
of government affairs for the International
Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association in
Washington, D.C., says investors in projects
like this know what they’re getting in to,
and many are willing to play the long game.

“We’re talking as much as 99 years,” Gray
said. “A 99-year concession is patient money.
It also allows them, from the private side, to
make these things happen that might not be
viable on the state level. They can pool that
money together right now, and build it right
now.”

Not accounting for inflation or other in-
creases and variables, a 99-year agreement
on a Pasco elevated roadway would gener-
ate revenue of $4.4 billion — doubling the
initial investment.

Learning from others’ mistakes
The FDOT, however, should be very care-

ful about such long deals, says the U.S.
Public Interest Research Group Education
Fund, an independent advocacy group that

has spoken out against road privatization.
In a 2009 report authored by Phineas

Baxandall, any agreements between the gov-
ernment and a private entity should clearly
spell out expectations, and leave some of
the decision-making — like toll rates — to
the public. On top of that, no deal should
last longer than 30 years, because even if the
toll road fails, the structure will still be
there, and the county will have to deal with
it.

Toll roads really can fail, by the way. Just
look at the Camino Colombia Toll Road in
Texas. Built in 2000 at a cost of $90 million,
the 22-mile road between the Mexican bor-
der and Interstate 35 north of Laredo was
expected to generate $9 million in its first
year alone based on the traffic created by
the North American Free Trade Agreement,
U.S. PIRG said. Instead, the road that charged
tractor-trailers $16 each earned just
$500,000.

Within a few years, the road was sold at
auction to an investment company for $12.1
million who in turn shut it down. The Texas
Department of Transportation needed that
road in operation, and it cost the govern-
ment entity $20 million to buy it and
reopen it.

“No matter who runs it, the physical
structure is going to be there, and it never
goes away,” said Gray, adding that lessons are
being learned to prevent another Camino
Colombia debacle. “Each time these transac-
tions are done, the government side is
getting smarter and smarter and smarter.
Now you have governments that negotiate
contracts that include a series of perform-
ance metrics. If you fail to maintain those
level of standards, you will breach the con-
tract, and the government gets the road for
free.”

Something has to be done
Florida has a big problem on its hands

when it comes to roads, and it may depend
on private proposals like IIP’s to grow the
state’s infrastructure.

By 2020, Florida is expected to be $47
billion short in funding transportation im-
provements, like repaving, lane expansion
and new roads.

“Our gas tax funding that pays for the
highway system is no longer sustainable,”
said Christa Deason, a spokeswoman with
Florida’s Turnpike. “People are driving less,
they are using transit more, and buying hy-
brid cars. There is not a ton of money
pouring into the coffers anymore to build
these roads, or even to maintain the ones
we built 50 years ago.”

Pasco County has hit a similar wall.
Commissioners had proposed a local gas tax

increase to help fund road maintenance and
construction for the coming year, but it
failed under public pressure.

“We need to look at progressive ways to
move traffic on 54,” Commissioner Starkey
said. 

During its presentation last week to
county officials, the Urban Land Institute —
the independent growth and development
analytical group — strongly suggested Pasco
stay away from the elevated road, and in-
stead concentrate on reducing the need for
more roads in the first place. That means de-
veloping communities that have live, work
and play all within walking distance, or easi-
ly accessible through public mass transit.

“What ULI was trying to say is that we
need to reduce trips so that people don’t
have to go all the way across the county to
get to a Wiregrass mall for instance,” Pasco
EDC’s Hagen said. “We should create shop-
ping experiences that are close by, that
people can walk to.”

No matter what someone’s position is on
the proposed elevated road, the conversa-
tion must continue, he said.

“People are just reading a small article in
the paper, or they see a 30-second thing on
television, and it doesn’t really explain the
full complexity of how to do traffic plan-
ning, and how it fits into good community
planning,” Hagen said. “Trying to get people
engaged to create some light rather than
heat, that would be a good step.”
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After hearing some negative feedback

from county leaders, International
Infrastructure Partners asked for and re-
ceived a delay until early December to
submit their proposal.

When the proposals were opened
on Dec. 9, only IIP had submitted. Details
of that proposal won’t be released until
early January, however.

Just a week before, the Pasco County
Commission unanimously approved a
resolution supporting the elevated road
concept along the State Road 54/56 cor-
ridor, even though the final decision will
be up to the Florida Department of
Transportation.
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Elevated r oad proposal finds lessons in histor y

MICHAEL HINMAN/STAFF 

International Infrastructure Partners have
proposed building a 33-mile stretch of ele-
vated road, like this one built over the Lee
Roy Selmon Expressway in Tampa, to help
move traffic from one side of the county to
the other. But some observers warn that
state officials should keep some hand in any
project that gets approved. 
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By B.C. Manion
Originally published Sept. 11

When Andy Hamilton goes rummaging
around at a swap meet or flea market, he’s
always on the lookout for the makings of his
metal works of art.

What might look like a colander to most
instead looks like a turtle shell to Hamilton.
Pot lids and air-conditioning gauges are
eyes. Hedge clippers and rakes make good
wings. Rusty pipe wrenches bounce back to
life as grasshoppers.

Hamilton sees possibilities everywhere.
“These two bikes here, they came from a

flea market,” said Hamilton, 62, outside his
workshop in Lutz. “The guy was just trying
to get rid of them. Five dollars a piece. I’ll
take the front forks off of them, use them for
legs. Chains, I’ll use for manes on a horse.

The satellite dish arm? “This is the neck
of a horse.” And the post-hole diggers?
“These are the heads for alligators,” he said.

“Potato forks are usually tail feathers for a
bird.”

Hamilton is a Lutz-based artist with
Twisted Mind Rusty Metal, a company that
specializes in recycling old metal and other
objects into art. Where other people see ob-
solete car parts, rusted garden implements,
empty bottles and old tools, Hamilton envi-
sions whimsical works of art.

“Somehow, I can see something,”
Hamilton said. “People have asked me, ‘What
kind of drug do you take? Do you drink a
lot?’ It seems like the crazier I make stuff,
the more people like it.”

Bins and shelves in his workshop are

chock-full of the raw materials of his art-
works. He has another collection of salvaged
goods that he plans to recycle outside next
to his shop.

“You’ve got to have a stockpile,”
Hamilton said.

As he surveys his shop, there is stuff
everywhere. “It’s a disorganized, organized
mess,” he said.

Hamilton hunts regularly for old golf
clubs, and often finds them for a dollar each
at thrift stores.

“I just cut all of these off the shafts,” he
said, motioning to a stack of club heads. The
steel pieces become ears for dogs and feet
for pigs.

“A lot of people throw
these away,” Hamilton said,
pointing to some empty
helium tanks. “They end
up in the trash and when I
see ‘em, I grab ‘em.”

The tanks become the
bodies of pigs and other
animals.

Hamilton, who has
spent more than four
decades working in ma-
sonry, started his metal art
business more than two
years ago. It started when
he decided to make a cou-
ple of things for his wife’s
garden.

“A friend of hers had
sold plants at plant
shows,” he said. “She told
me to bring some along

and see if they would sell.”
They did sell, and the company was born

— using a name his wife, Sheila, created.
Over the past couple of years, he has

sold 700 to 800 pieces, ranging in price
from $35 to $400.

He now spends nearly every evening out
in the workshop behind his house, where
he sandblasts rusted parts, welds pieces to-
gether and paints to create Chihuahuas,
pigs, robots, weather vanes, sunflowers,
birds and all sorts of critters.

On weekends, one can find Hamilton
making the rounds — either to events
where he’s selling his art, or at swap meets,
garage sales and flea markets where he’s

picking up materials he can recycle.
“Starting September through basically

March, that’s the busy season,” Hamilton said.
Over Labor Day weekend, for instance,

he had a booth at the 13th annual Gulfport
Geckofest on Saturday. By Sunday, he was at
a swap meet in Bushnell. Monday, he hit the
flea market in Webster.

During the off-season, typically November
through March, Hamilton spends Saturday
mornings in Dunedin at the Green Market.
And the third Friday of each month, he’s in
Safety Harbor between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. He
also does three shows a year in Lakeland.

He also attends the Lutz Arts & Crafts
Festival Christmas show.

“Last year we sold like 26 pieces on
Saturday, and at least 10 or 12 on Sunday,”
Hamilton said, adding he sells even more
during the town’s Fourth of July celebration.

Hamilton’s wife is a big supporter of his
artistic pursuits.

“She wants me to quit masonry for this,”
said Hamilton, who believes someday he will.
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FOR THE RECORD
Andy Hamilton is still working away at

turning metal parts into works of art. He
sold 34 pieces at the Lutz Arts & Crafts
Festival at Lake Park and soon will be of-
fering his works of metal art at the Dade
City Annual Kumquat Festival on Jan. 25.
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For Lutz man, it’s not junk … it’s art

B.C. MANION/STAFF

Andy Hamilton uses his welder to bind pieces of metal togeth-
er as he works on a crab, one of many creatures he creates
from recycled materials. 
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Sept. 25

Just a few years ago, if you built it, hun-
dreds would come to line up wanting to
buy it. 

It was a housing boom like no other
seen before, a bubble that popped so loudly,
it almost took the nation’s entire economy
with it.

One of the states hit worst by the housing
crash was Florida, especially Pasco County,
which saw unprecedented new home
growth right before the market came to a
screeching halt. Suddenly communities that
once had to figure out how to build homes
fast enough were now trying to figure out
how to sell the homes they already had. Life
switched from community developers mak-
ing huge profits, to just trying to survive. 

And it was clear that not everyone was
going to make it through — with all eyes on
Connerton.

“There were a few times when we
thought the market was getting better, only
to find it didn’t,” said Stewart Gibbons, an ex-
ecutive-turned-consultant with Connerton. 

The community, which was considered
one of Pasco’s crown jewel developments
when it was first proposed in the 1990s,
was designed to eventually bring 8,000
homes just off U.S. 41 just south of State
Road 52. By the time of the crash, however,
just 300 homes had been built, and there
was tremendous concern by some there
wouldn’t be any more. Especially when
Terrabrook, Connerton’s original developer,
pulled out in 2009.

“There was a lot of information out
there, frankly some information that was in-
correct and slanted, and naturally, when
you’re a large community, people are going
to focus on you,” Gibbons said. “We certainly
saw the effects of that to some degree.”

However, Connerton may be emerging
from dark times. The construction industry,

dormant for years, has now returned. And
since relaunching under a new owner last
May — CoastOak Group and Hayman
Woods LLC — Connerton has sold some 40
homes, and is poised to do even more be-
fore the year is out.

And Connerton is not alone. Some of
Pasco’s other large communities, which suf-
fered during the downturn, are starting to
come back. And the timing couldn’t be bet-
ter to see more people calling this part of
the county home.

Bright future?
“We love the Tampa market,” said Barbara

Kininmonth, sales and marketing director for
Crown Community Development, which
owns the WaterGrass development off Curley
Road. “We love it so much that we sold out all
our single-family lots at WaterGrass.”

The community, designed for just under
1,200 homes, has more than 600 in the
books already. With the first phase com-
plete, Crown now has plans to start 356
additional homes using five builders —
Standard Pacific Homes, Ryland Homes,
Homes by WestBay, Bakerfield Luxury
Homes and Arthur Rutenberg Homes.

Sales picked up briskly once the housing
market returned because WaterGrass spent
the money needed to maintain common
areas, and to keep it attractive for any poten-
tial buyers who wandered in.

“We develop communities across the
country, and our standards never de-
creased,” Kininmonth said. “The level of
upkeep for the community never changed.
We worked to make sure lots were ready for
builders, and we continued on plans for
parks and other amenities, all as they were
originally planned” during the boom.

The spring quarter has made many
builders optimistic. Metrostudy, a company
that tracks housing data across the country,
said the Tampa Bay area experienced 1,838
housing starts during that time period, up

nearly 48 percent from a year ago. However,
actual closings are down a bit compared to
the same time in 2012, off by just less than 6
percent. That may be because of the luke-
warm job growth in the area.

“We’re very bullish on the whole Tampa
market,” said David Caillouette, the owner’s
representative for LakeShore Ranch off U.S.
41, not far from Connerton. “I would love to
see job growth come back because housing
is dependent on job growth.”

Last spring, 33,300 new jobs were re-
ported in the Tampa Bay region, according
to the same Metrostudy report, up nearly 3
percent. However, unemployment rates are
still fluctuating between 6.9 percent and 7.2
percent. Yet, it’s a far cry from more than 9
percent unemployment, which is where
Florida was a year ago.

Help wanted
Some of the jobs coming back are con-

struction. In fact, the only reason why the
construction industry hasn’t grown faster is
because there aren’t enough skilled people
in the area to fill the jobs.

And that could slow housing growth in
Pasco.

“We lost an awful lot of the labor force”
after the crash, said Connerton’s Gibbons,
who also speaks on behalf of the Tampa Bay
Builders Association. “They just wanted jobs,
so many people moved on to other geo-
graphic areas like Texas, and others left the
industry altogether, and probably won’t be
coming back.”

Also possibly hurting some communities
is the Pasco County Commission’s recent
failure to pass a gas tax hike. Such money
could’ve been used to maintain worn roads,
like those found in communities trying to
get back on their feet. Connerton, for exam-
ple, built its roads several years ago, but
depends on the county to maintain them.

“If you don’t maintain potholes, they
only get bigger and more expensive to fix,”

Gibbons said. “The tax would’ve cost people
an additional $2 or $3 a month, which
seemed like a fairly modest number. The
county has such a strong emphasis on eco-
nomic development, but it’s hard to do if
the roads are bad.”

Since the housing crash of 2008, there have
been several starts and stops in the market that
only teased a recovery. That has resulted in a
cautious approach by builders, even as Pasco’s
demand for homes continue to grow.

“We don’t want a repeat of a few years
ago where everyone built far more homes
than people were actually able to buy,”
LakeShore Ranch’s Caillouette. 

“People wanted to move to the suburbs
before the economy went south, and Pasco
was the next spot they were all going to. We
expect we’ll be picking up right where we
left off.”

Except now at a much different — and
slower — pace.
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FOR THE RECORD
Sales continue to move forward

strongly for Pasco County communities
as the housing market continues to im-
prove.

For example, Connerton has sold
more than 75 homes since May, and
Lennar recently announced it would
build more than 100 houses on spec in
its communities around the region, ex-
pecting most of them to sell before the
construction is even completed.
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Sleeping Pasco communities reawakened with new homes
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By B.C. Manion
Originally published Jan. 30

The trees in the medians on a stretch of
U.S. 41 in Lutz are staying — at least for
now.

Besides putting away the chainsaws, the
county also offered an olive branch to paci-
fy an angry crowd gathered at the Lutz
Community Center on Jan. 24.

“I apologize that the county government
didn’t reach out to you earlier because it’s
not the way we want to conduct business,”
deputy county administrator Lucia Garsys
told a crowd of roughly 100 to 150 people.

“Where did we goof? We goofed because
we didn’t get to you in advance to have this
conversation way before these trees were
marked,” Garsys said.

She asked the community to give the
county time to work things out, and she
asked for the community’s help in finding a
solution.

“I am here to say that we need to figure
out a way to work together,” Garsys said.

For their part, speakers made it plain
they oppose the removal of the trees. They
also voiced skepticism about the county’s
sincerity.

The county’s conciliatory tone followed
its initial plan to chop down the trees with-
out public input. Crews had marked trees
within the medians of U.S. 41. Some trees
have orange ribbons indicating they should
be spared, and some have orange Xs to
show they should be cut.

Lutz residents began asking questions
when they noticed the markings on Jan. 11.
The county initially planned to begin chop-
ping down the trees on Jan. 14. But it put
the brakes on that plan after residents found
out what was going on and peppered the
county with complaints. Instead of taking
the trees down, the county scheduled the
community meeting.

Garsys provided some background on     -

 the issue at the meeting.
The county signed an agreement roughly

15 years ago to maintain the trees, she said.
At the time, the county intended to partner
with volunteer groups to provide the main-
tenance. 

That could not be accomplished, howev-
er, because the volunteers were unable to
meet requirements set by the Florida
Department of Transportation.

In November, the county decided it was
going to return maintenance to the FDOT.
When the FDOT learned the county was
backing away from the maintenance agree-
ment, it identified 80-plus trees that would
need to be removed and about 50 that
could stay, according to Jim V. Moulton Jr., di-
rector of transportation operations for
District 7 of the FDOT.

“The Department of Transportation is
not in the position to maintain those land-
scaped areas,” Moulton said. “That’s not what
our budget covers. Our budget is for mow-
ing grassed areas.”

So, the county marked the trees and
planned to cut down dozens before resi-

dents noticed and rebelled.
Their anger was apparent at the Jan. 24

meeting.
“I’m not a tea party guy, but I don’t trust

anything you all say,” Lutz resident John
Hodges said. “These people pay a lot of
money in taxes. For the dollars, the people
here in Lutz, they don’t get their money’s
worth, in my opinion. … You want involve-
ment in government? You got involvement
in government.”

Mike White, founder and president of the
Lutz Citizen Coalition, echoed Hodges’ senti-
ments.

“There is a distrust, and truthfully there
has not been a whole lot of effort on your
part to resolve that,” he said. “There’s a huge
disconnect on multiple levels.”

Jan Smith recalled that the trees were
planted to provide visual relief from the
ugly six-lane highway that was pushed
through the community.

Gaye Townsend, who has been active on
Lutz issues for decades, insisted that the
county has an obligation to maintain the
trees. She cited an agreement made in 1997. 

“It is legal and it’s binding,” Townsend
said.

Ron Stoy, also active in Lutz issues for
decades, urged community members to re-
main involved.

“This is a political problem. That’s all it
is,” he said. “It’s a matter of showing up here
today and showing people we’re serious
about our community.”

Mary Danielewicz-Bryon, a certified ar-
borist, urged officials to keep the trees. She
said the trees are planted in a large enough
area, are doing well and were planted to re-
place trees that were removed to construct
the road.

Beyond that, they provide many benefits,
including beauty, she said.

“They create a sense of place. Don’t re-
move our sense of place,” the arborist said.

While the community appears willing to

help, using volunteers doesn’t seem to be an
option.

Moulton noted that the FDOT has stan-
dards for who can maintain the medians,
with a focus on safety for the people doing
the work as well as motorists.

Allowing teenage volunteers, or even
older ones, to maintain the medians would
not be wise, Moulton said.

“It’s just not safe. You need to have pro-
fessionals,” he said.

State Sen. John Legg, R-Lutz, summed up
the session, which lasted more than two
hours, in this way, “You’ve heard the old say-
ing, ‘Don’t mess with Texas.’ Don’t mess with
Lutz.” 

He told the crowd that he heard the
county, the community and the FDOT say
that they want to work something out.

The crowd’s reaction to Legg’s assess-
ment of the FDOT’s attitude indicated that
they didn’t agree, but Legg pressed on that
he thinks the state roads agency will coop-
erate.

Legg also told residents they shouldn’t
be too concerned about how long it takes
to find a solution — as long as the county
continues to maintain the median landscap-
ing in the meantime.

Lutz r esidents tur n out to save tr ees
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FOR THE RECORD
The community’s outpouring of sup-

port for trees in the medians on U.S. 41
in Lutz prompted Hillsborough County
officials to back away from a plan to
chop them down. At a community meet-
ing at the end of October, the county
assured residents that the trees will stay.
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Trees in a median along U.S. 41 in Lutz will
stay, at least for now. Hillsborough County
officials pledged to work with the communi-
ty on finding median maintenance solutions. 
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Nov. 6

With the last environmental hurdle re-
moved, it’s full-speed ahead for a proposed
outlet mall on State Road 56 and Interstate
75.

Simon Property Group and landowner
Richard E. Jacobs Group have finalized a per-
mit with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
that had left in limbo their plans to build
Tampa Premium Outlets on the Cypress
Creek Town Center site for nearly two years,
said Carol Clarke, the assistant planning and
development administrator for Pasco
County.

That means an outlet mall could be up
and running on what is now acres of vacant
land in the heart of commercial growth in
Wesley Chapel by the end of 2014.

“We are very excited to be moving for-
ward on this project, and are commencing
meetings with the county to determine ap-
provals and a schedule,” said Danielle
DeVita, senior vice president for develop-
ment and acquisitions at Simon, in a
statement.

The opening, if it stays on schedule,
would come seven years after the Jacobs
Group received county approval for the
Cypress Creek Town Center, located just
north of the Hillsborough County line.

Coleen Conklin, senior vice president of
marketing for Premium Outlets and Simon,
was not able to comment on the report
ahead of publication. 

If plans hold up, this would put the out-
let mall portion of the site well ahead of its
extended construction deadline of 2021 on
the 510-acre site. The original plans were to
build a 1.2 million-square-foot mall along
with 600,000 square feet of retail space and
120,000 square feet for offices by 2011.
Expanded plans included 350 hotel rooms,
230 apartments, and a 2,582-seat movie the-
ater.

That extension, granted in 2009, was the
result of legal issues, problems with environ-
mental permitting, and the economic
recession. 

Yet, neither Simon nor Jacobs Group
gave up, continuing work on the center
they hoped would complement nearby
projects like The Grove and The Shops at
Wiregrass. 

In May 2012, Simon said it had signed an
agreement with Saks Fifth Avenue to open
an Off Fifth-style store in its outlet mall. It’s a
retailer that is common in many of Simon’s
projects worldwide.

At the time, Simon expected the Saks
Fifth Avenue store to open by 2014, but its
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers as well as a court battle with an
environmental group had yet to be re-
solved.

A court rejected the Sierra Club’s claims
in 2011 that the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers improperly examined the pro-
ject’s impacts to wetlands and waterways.
However, it did move forward with con-
cerns on how the project would impact the
eastern indigo snake, a threatened species
that moved across the land.

Kenneth Dodd, a herpetologist for the
Office of Endangered Species, called the site
an important “wildlife corridor,” and that
having its habitat “fragmented” could cause
more of the snakes to die on area roads.

Now it’s just up to Pasco County officials
to approve final site plans, and sign the per-
mits necessary to get construction going.

Pasco County’s Clarke said her staff met
with Simon Oct. 29, and “will be working
with them to develop a coordinated sched-
ule and get this project going.”

Simon, headquartered in Indianapolis,
owns or has an ownership interest stake in
more than 325 retail properties in North
America and Asia, comprising of 242 million
square feet. In the past quarter alone, Simon
has opened three new outlet malls in
Toronto, St. Louis and Korea. It also began
construction on four more in Charlotte,
N.C.; Eagen, Minn.; Mirabel, Quebec; and
Vancouver, B.C., according to the company’s
corporate filings.

Here it comes: Outlet mall now
on track to open next year
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The Laker/Lutz News was the first to

break this story in early November,
which was picked up by various media
elsewhere.

Although Pasco County officials gave
a timeframe of 2015 for a potential
opening for the outlet mall, Simon
Property Group insisted that it should
be ready to go by this time next year.
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813.929.4477 | CentralBankFL.com
Corner of Bruce B Downs & County Line Road

nce Upon A Time

Oh, wait. There still is.

A relationship banker who personally knows 
you, your business and your needs.

...
There was a personal 
banker.for your business



www.DennisRealty.com
1022 Land O’ Lakes Blvd. • Lutz, FL 33549

(at the corner of US41 & County Line Road)

813-949-7444

Marine Toys for Tots

Foundation

from

Thanks to our wonderful team
of agents and office staff, 

as well as the generosity of
our clients, business partners

& our local community 
members, Dennis Realty has
donated hundreds of toys to

Marine Toys For Tots
Foundation and several 

hundred pounds of food to
Metropolitan Ministries. 

Thank you for 
your support!
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By Michael Hinman
Originally published Oct. 2

Kris Keppel is never one to give up.
Always a fighter in his 20 years as a

coach of the Land O’ Lakes High School
cross-country team, he now is facing an
even tougher battle — pancreatic cancer —
and his team, school and community are ral-
lying around him to notch yet another big
win.

“Life has definitely turned on a dime,”
said Karen DeHaas, the coach of the Gators’
girls’ cross-country team. Better known as
“Mima” to the runners because of her grand-
daughter’s influence on the team, DeHaas
was one of the first to find out about
Keppel’s diagnosis just a little more than
two weeks ago.

“I cried so much,” DeHaas said. “You
don’t know how much I cried. I’d be lost
without him.”

Breaking the news to the rest of the
team was hard, especially when Keppel
could not be at his first cross-country event
in the two decades he’s been a coach. But
he was still there, thanks to technology, as
he watched the first runners cross the finish
line thanks to a FaceTime video feed from
someone’s smart phone.

The runners, who have never felt aban-
doned by Keppel over all these years, were
going to stand by him, too.

Two of DeHaas’ runners, Carolyn Estrella
and Mary-Kathryn Guenette, got together
and designed “I run for Keppel” T-shirts.
Complete with a purple ribbon, representa-
tive of those who are fighting pancreatic
cancer, the girls have already raised more
than $1,000 for Keppel’s family. And they
plan to add even more.

“Coach Keppel always cancelled doctor’s
appointments in the past just so he doesn’t

miss practice, so when he didn’t cancel one
appointment for a practice, we knew some-
thing was wrong,” said Estrella, a junior at
Land O’ Lakes High School. “The next day
after that missed practice, we found out he
had cancer. It was hard for all of us.”

Estrella and Guenette had 100 shirts
printed right away, which the entire cross-
country team donned in his honor last
Friday, and DeHaas is confident that the two
can actually sell more than 1,000 after it’s all
said and done. Each one costs $15, and the
proceeds go to Keppel.

“There are so many coaches that have al-
ready stepped up,” DeHaas said. “We have this
big invitational coming up, and I have had
phone calls from coaches in Brandon, Tampa,
Hernando, all the surrounding counties. I

can’t believe all the compassion and support
that I have received from all these coaches.”

For Guenette, the cancer diagnosis hit
closer to home. Her younger brother,
Spencer, battled brain cancer at a very
young age. But he also proved that the fight
is quite winnable, and now at 14, is in remis-
sion.

“I know what the Keppels are going
through right now, and it’s a tough time,”
Guenette said. “My parents were really proud
that we stepped up and made a difference
(for Keppel). It’s a good way of coping.”

There is no such thing as an “easy” can-
cer to be afflicted with, but pancreatic
cancer is aggressive. In 2013, the American
Cancer Society estimates that more than
45,000 people will be diagnosed with pan-

creatic cancer, evenly split between men
and women. Treatment ranges from
chemotherapy and radiation to surgery. 

All of that will require a lot of attention
and energy on Keppel’s part, but DeHaas
knows that he’ll still find a way to influence
the runners he has led for so many years.

“He’s hoping that even if he has to be
pushed in a wheelchair, he’s going to be out
there watching regionals,” DeHaas said. “I
told him he could use my chair, which has a
big umbrella on it to protect him from the
sun. Either way, if there is any chance he can
make it out there, he’ll be there.”

The “I run for Keppel” shirts are available
to the general public as well, with proceeds
benefitting the Keppel family. To order, email
carolyn011jr@hotmail.com — that’s “car-
olyn” followed by a zero, two ones and “jr”
— or visit the athletics department social
media page at Facebook.com/lolhsgators.

Your Neighborhood Sports Source

Community SportsCommunity Sports
After cancer diagnosis, community r uns for Keppel

MICHAEL HINMAN/STAFF 
Land O’ Lakes’ girls cross-country coach Karen DeHaas, center, better known as ‘Mima’ to
her runners, provided encouragement to Carolyn Estrella on left, and Mary-Kathryn
Guenette, after they came up with the idea of selling T-shirts to support Coach Kris Keppel
as he fights pancreatic cancer.

By Michael Murillo
Originally published Oct. 9

Everything was in place for a successful
year for Land O’ Lakes High School cross-
country team: High expectations, skilled
runners and a dedicated coach with
decades of experience under his belt. 

The runners were optimistic and pre-
pared for whatever they had to face on the
various courses.

Unfortunately, nobody was prepared for
Coach Kris Keppel’s recent pancreatic can-
cer diagnosis. Now the man who hadn’t
missed a competition in 20 years of coach-

ing has been forced
to miss practices and
meets, leaving the
team stunned and
concerned.

“I was just
shocked, and I think
the rest of the team
was, too,” said Tyler
Stahl, one of the

team’s top runners. “ You feel like if you’ve
been through something like this before —
like with Steven — there’s no way it could
happen again.”

“Steven” is Steven Barnebei, a cross-coun-

try athlete who was diagnosed with brain
cancer in his junior season. After emergency
surgery and dozens of radiation doses,
Barnebei has returned to the sport in his
senior year with a cancer-free diagnosis and
a determination to compete at a high level. 

That experience was emotionally taxing
for the team last year. And now, after rallying
around their teammate, the runners now
have to rally around their coach. Since the
diagnosis, it’s the experienced runners who
have stepped up to lead the team.

Stahl and Travis Nichols — seniors, team
captains and state qualifiers last year — are
getting a lot of support from parents and
Rick Moody, a friend of Keppel’s with expe-
rience coaching Olympic athletes. But they
know that to keep things running smoothly,
they have to demonstrate real leadership
both on and off the courses. 

“We’ve had to really step up in keeping
our team focused on post-season goals, and
keeping them from being discouraged from
the setbacks,” Nichols said. That means
coaching teammates in practice and keep-
ing them focused and upbeat during events. 

Keppel still guides the team by sending
out workouts and goal times via email, and
the team leaders know that everyone wants
to succeed for him. 

“The team is staying pretty focused and
we just keep saying that they need to work
hard and perform well for coach,” Stahl said.

Working hard and performing well was
commonplace when Keppel was at every
practice and competition, and it’s carrying
over in his absence: The team placed third
in the 2013 Gator Invitational Oct. 5 at
Crews Lake Park. At the event, the top times
were nearly dominated by Land O’ Lakes
runners. Nichols took first place, Stahl took

third and teammate Jake Poore finished
fourth. All three broke the 17-minute mark
easily. 

Both Stahl and Nichols share optimism
for the rest of the year, and look forward to
having their coach back as soon as possible.
And while it might seem difficult to keep
running and stay focused while missing
their leader, nobody is letting up or lower-
ing their goals because Coach Keppel isn’t
able to be there right now. 

In fact, Stahl said he’s been able to im-
prove his concentration in the face of the
team’s recent adversity. 

“I think it is actually easier to focus on
running after hearing about” Keppel’s diag-
nosis, Stahl said. “I have more of an incentive
to work hard and do well than before. I
want to make him proud.”
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FOR THE RECORD
T-shirt sales continue to go strong,

even two months later, with more than
$3,000 raised for Kris Keppel. Even
more were sold during the 20th annual
Flapjack 5k that Keppel hosts every year
in Land O’ Lakes.

Anyone wishing to get a shirt can still
order them. Just reach out to Carolyn
Estrella at carolyn011jr@hotmail.com. 
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FOR THE RECORD
The boys cross-country team placed

first all the way up to regionals. At the
state meet, three senior runners —
Travis Nichols, Tyler Stahl and Jake Poore
— made it to the all-star team.

Coach Kris Keppel reportedly said
that it’s the best season he’s ever had in
all his years of coaching.

And not to leave out the girls cross-
country team, they finished as runner-up
in districts, falling short of first place by
just four points. Most of the varsity team
set their personal records at this meet,
and finished strong at regionals.
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Runners take over for Keppel on the track

Kris Keppel

OBCAD-2-4.875x3.75-A-GRY-1113

Insurance underwritten by 
Freedom Life Insurance Company of America /
National Foundation Life Insurance Company

Confused About Healthcare? 

We Can Help
As a Licensed Agent, I can:

 Talk with you about 
your options

 Help you find 
affordable benefits

 Custom tailor your coverage 
to fit your needs & your budget

Contact me for a FREE consultation

Ed Klaameyer
(813) 318-1012
edwin.klaameyer@ushadvisors.com
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ELSA’S LOVES THE HOLIDAYS!

18450 North US 41, Lutz

813-948-ELSA
(3572)

DRINK SPECIALS ALL DAY EVERY DAY!
2 for 1 Well & Call Drinks • Pint Domestic Draft Beer $1.75

Mon. Night Football $5.00 Margaritas Tues. Beer Special ½ Price Mexican Bottled Beer

NEW LATE NIGHT MENU • TACOS, BURRITOS & APPETIZERS

NEW 2 for $20 Menu • All Day! Every Day!

SUNDAY SPECIAL
50¢ WINGS

TUESDAY SPECIAL
KIDS EAT FREE

MONDAY SPECIAL
$1 TACO NIGHT
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18310 N US Hwy 41 Lutz
rlifechurch.com • 813.948.7555

Join in the excitement of something new rising in Lutz! 
Sonrise Worship Center will re-launch as

Revolutionary Life Church! 
January 5 • 10:30am

If you're ready for sudden, complete, marked change 
in your spiritual life, your daily life, and your family life...

come check out this new revolution! 

Special musical guests, 
free PDQ served on site, 

give-aways and much more! 

By Michael Murillo
Originally published Oct. 2

When Wesley Chapel District Park
opened in 2007, the county hoped that resi-
dents would use the 140-plus acres for a
variety of activities. 

And they have. Football, baseball, softball,
basketball, lacrosse, cheerleading and soccer
draw thousands of participants each year. The
park has become a magnet for local youth
sports, and that’s considered a good thing.

Only now it might be too much of a
good thing. Overcrowding is creating a diffi-
cult situation for concurrent activities, but a
few fields also need repair, and that means
even less space for everyone. 

As a result, some participants have been
pushed out of the area altogether until the re-
pair work is done: Eight soccer teams and 120
players now have their practices and games
at the Samuel W. Pasco Recreation Complex
in Zephyrhills. That extra 20-mile round trip
can be a challenge to participating families,
despite the fact that they paid a convenience
fee to park at the Wesley Chapel Park. 

Jeff Olsen, a soccer coach whose daugh-
ter now plays in Zephyrhills, says the
situation is anything but convenient.

“It places a burden on the families.
There’s lost time as a family, there’s lost time
for homework,” he said. “There’s an extra
rush on the evening schedule and extra
costs for gas. So there’s a burden there.” 

The teams started their season on Aug. 1
and estimated they’d be displaced for about
six weeks. But more than two months later,
there’s still no timetable for return.

Aside from the inconvenience, playing
outside Wesley Chapel can impact the area’s
reputation regarding youth soccer. Gil
Gonzalez, a coach who also leads public re-
lations efforts for the Wesley Chapel Soccer
Club, says local parents want their children
to play locally. If their first taste of local
youth sports is a lot of inconvenience, it af-
fects their impression of the organization.

“I think the biggest impact, in my opin-
ion, is for newer parents, who don’t have
the background in terms of understanding
that this is really a temporary issue,” he said.
“But if we have new parents and new play-
ers, I think it creates a negative experience
for them.” 

If word of mouth is negative as a result of
those experiences, families might start consid-
ering competing programs for their children.
If not resolved, those issues could affect re-
cruiting and the program’s ability to grow. 

The displaced teams aren’t the only ones
dealing with issues related to overcrowding,
Gonzalez said. The players and teams who
are still at the park have to contend with
their own problems. 

Scheduling can be a challenge, with

some teams dealing with later practices. The
games themselves also are affected:
Gonzalez said that matches are so close to-
gether that parents cheering at one game
might have to duck incoming soccer balls
from a nearby contest.

Throw in some long walks due to crowd-
ed parking lots, and it’s a situation everyone
hopes is resolved quickly.

Unfortunately, predicting how and when
the county will provide a satisfactory resolu-
tion is a bit more difficult. Interest and
participation in youth sports has increased
since the park opened, while related budg-
ets have decreased. According to the Wesley
Chapel Soccer Club, the county has de-
creased park and recreational spending by
more than 28 percent since 2006.

Still, Gonzalez — whose daughter also
now practices in Zephyrhills — is hopeful
that there will be both short-term solutions
(resodded fields at Wesley Chapel District
Park) and long-term solutions (more space)
on the horizon, whenever that may be. 

“I think what will happen is there will be
continued discussions for the county to ac-
quire additional property near the district
park to expand it as well,” he said.

If there’s a silver lining, it might be that
player interest in soccer hasn’t really waned
as a result of the extra challenges. Olsen said
that even those who have to play in
Zephyrhills still enjoy the sport and the
competition. 

“Do they mind? They like to play,” Olsen
said. “But nobody wants to take a 30-minute
drive out there when the rains start coming
down, then take a 30-minute drive home.”

By Michael Murillo
Originally published Sept. 18

When Brian Vaile took over as coach of
the boys swim team at Land O’ Lakes High
School this year, he saw a lot of things he
liked: A dual-meet winning streak spanning
more than a decade, a few very talented ath-
letes, and an interest in maintaining a strong
program.

But it was the one thing that was missing
that worried him: Swimmers. As in, not
enough swimmers to field a competitive
team.

“Unfortunately, you could win first place
in every event and still lose the meet,” said
Vaile, who has more than 15 years experi-
ence as a swim coach. In high school
swimming, teams need more than just the
fastest athlete in the pool. They need
enough competitors to challenge for the
second- and third-place spots and collect
those points as well.

Otherwise, a team could win individual
competitions but still lose the overall con-
test if their opponent takes the points
associated with the other places.  And with-
out enough swimmers to challenge for
those spots, Vaile knew his team would face
a lot of disappointment no matter how fast
they swam: The school’s win streak would
evaporate and be replaced with a season of
frustration. 

With just seven experienced swimmers
on the roster — and needing to increase
those numbers quickly — Vaile called upon
his team to recruit others to join the cause.
And the team responded; the Land O’ Lakes
boys swim team now has 12 members. 

While Vaile would have liked 16 swim-
mers, the Gators have enough to compete
in their meets. And he feels good about
where the team is headed this season. 

“I’m a science teacher. I look at it like an
atom: We have a really good nucleus,” he
said. “You’ve got seven strong swimmers
who can swim almost any stroke or event
you ask them to.” And with the added depth,
they can work toward keeping their win-

ning streak intact.
That streak is important to the team, but

it’s a source of family pride for Cam
Hilgenberg.

The senior has been with the team since
his freshman year, but he’s not the first of
his family to swim for Land O’ Lakes. His
brother Craig was on the team when its
dual-match streak began back in 2000.
Another brother, Curt, kept it going after
him. His mother, Robin, even coaches the
girls swim team. 

So a lack of numbers that threatened the
Gators’ winning ways had Hilgenberg wor-
ried. 

“At the end of last year we weren’t sure
what was going to happen,” he said. “Even at
the beginning of this year, until the week be-
fore (the first meet), I was still pretty
nervous.” Hilgenberg is the youngest of his
siblings to compete for the Gators. 

“I’m the last Hilgenberg,” he said. “I’m just
trying not to blow the winning streak.”

As one of the team’s leaders and top
swimmers, Hilgenberg did his part to boost
their numbers: A member of the school’s
baseball team, he recruited one of the pitch-
ers to compete in the pool as well. And
along with the other experienced swim-
mers, he helps guide and advise the new
members, working on techniques and pro-
viding pep talks when necessary. 

That work has paid off. The team has
won all their meets so far, and the members
have confidence as they complete the
schedule. 

“I think if we keep on the same path as
we’re on right now, I think we’ll do pretty
well,” Hilgenberg said. 

Vaile wants to prepare the swimmers for
conference, district and state competitions,
but he still has an eye on the dual-meet
schedule. He said they’ve defeated some
quality opponents and still have challenges
on the schedule, but he feels confident the
streak won’t end under his first season as
coach. 

“I think it’s safe for the rest of this year,”
he said.

Greatest
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Relief isn’t expected to come anytime

soon. After a heated debate a few weeks
after this story ran, the Pasco County
Commission chose to move forward
with the construction of artificial turf
fields to help with tourism, rather than
build several more grass fields.

“They would rather have five grass
fields than two artificial fields,”
Commissioner Jack Mariano said of the
people who use the park.

Yet, the county’s tourist development
administrator, Ed Caum, said he can’t
market grass fields to outside groups.
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All hands on deck: Swimmers
scramble to compete at elite level

FILE PHOTO
Repair work at Wesley Chapel District Park has gone on longer than expected, with the com-
mute to Zephyrhills creating concerns about attracting new players to the various recre-
ational sports there.

Overcrowding creates challenges at park
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RECYCLING PROGRAMS
Concrete, Wood, Paper & Tires

Land O’ Lakes

Lutz

Odessa, Keystone

Volunteer Fire Dept.
Hale Rd. (Behind Circle K on US 41)
Community Center
US 41 Across From LOL Post Office

Recycling Center
5710 Land O’ Lakes Blvd.

First United 
Methodist Church
6209 Land O’ Lakes Blvd.

Keystone United Methodist Church
16301 Racetrac Rd.
Keystone Presbyterian 
7509 Van Dyke Rd.
All Saints Lutheran 
5315 Van Dyke Rd.

Faith Lutheran Church
2703 N. Florida Ave.

USF, Sycamore Dr.

Carrollwood

Temple Terrace

Lutz Women’s Club
Lutz Lake Fern Rd. (behind fire station)

NEWSPAPER
RECYCLING

DROP-OFF SITES 
CLOSE TO YOU!

REDUCE        REUSE        RECYCLE

• State-of-the-art
Shredding Machine

• On-site or bring to us

• Customized plans for
a daily, weekly, or
monthly schedule

ROLL OFF CONTAINERS RECYCLING
FAST FACT

• Homeowners 
• Businesses 
• Commercial Renovations 
• Roof Tear-Offs 
• 20, 30, 40, Yard Sizes

Keep your business 
YOUR BUSINESS!
SECURE DOCUMENT SHREDDING

813-996-5530
5710 Land O’Lakes Blvd.

Most states now
have collection and
recycle programs
for electronics.

21501 Village Lakes Center • Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
(813) 949-7483 • (813) 949-7484

Authentic Greek
& Italian Cuisine

A LAND O’ LAKES TRADITION • EST. 1988

Baked Chicken, Stuffed Pepper & Tomato, 
Gyro, Briam, Mousaka, Dolmades, 
Spanakopita, Souvlaki, 
Large Greek Salad w/Potato Salad

*Cannot be combined with other offers • Expires 1/31/14$2 OFF* ANY GREEK ENTREE

HAPPY
New Year

from our family to yours

AUTHENTIC
MEDITERRANEAN

CUISINE

VOTED THE BEST!!!!

GYRO ..................................................$4.95
SHAWARMAS ....................................$4.95
HUMMUS ...........................................$3.50
GRAPE LEAVES................................$5.95
FALAFEL WRAP...............................$4.50

Call ahead 813-909-4499 / 18215 Hwy 41 • Lutz

Buy any wrap and 
get second one half off

Must present coupon. Cannot combine with other offers.
Expires 1-31-14

GRAND OPENING
SPECIAL 10% OFF

w/ coupon exp 1/31/14

7804 Land O’Lakes Blvd, LOL FL 34638 in Connerton (Publix Plaza)

813-406-4409 • www.eatery41.com

Classic American Cuisine!
BREAKFAST ALL DAY – LUNCH – DINNER

7AM-9PM SUN-THUR • 7AM-10PM FRI & SAT

Kids Eat Free Tuesdays 4-9pm 
one free kids meal with purchase of one entree
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75

813.973.9988         Citygrill.us 
www.Facebook.com/citygrillwesleychapel 

813 973 9988 Ci

Split Lunch 
2 for $10!

4005 Land O’ Lakes Blvd
on U.S. 41 in Land O’ Lakes

Spaghetti, Manicotti, Lasagna, Fettuccine Alfredo,
Chicken Parmesan, Eggplant Parmesan

$2.00 Off any entree

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
1 LG Pizza 1 Topping + 10 Wings

$12.99

*Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 1/31/14.

eats & entertainment

813.909.9694
21529 Village Lakes Shopping Center

Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
(1/4 mile east of Hwy 41 on SR 54)

www.benedettoitaliano.com

$10 Off*
*Must purchase 2 entrees. Dine in only. Cannot be combined with other offers. 

Not valid toward wild game, o’ssobucco, stone crab, lobster or early dinner 
specials. One coupon per table/party, per visit. Not valid on split checks. 

Not valid holidays, special events or lunch. Not valid Feb. 12-18.

STEAKS / SEAFOOD / PASTA
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• Enjoy a visit to our Oriental
Gardens and Koi pond

• A full selection of Bonsai trees,
lucky bamboo and accessories

• Gift wrapping & cards included
• Gift certificates available
• Feng Shui and Oriental Gift Shop
• Bonsai Accessories
• Shipping available anywhere

Bonsai, LBonsai, Lucky Bucky Bamboo amboo 
and Oand Orriental Fiental Feng Seng Shui Ghui Gift Sift Shophop

5602 Land O’  Lakes  Blvd.  (Hwy.  41)  •  Land O’  Lakes

(813) 996-5012
www.bonsai-online.com

FREE
GIFT 

w/$50 Purchase

20%

With this adOFF
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Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________City: __________________________________Zip:__________________

Mail in Your Game Page. Win MOSI Tickets.
Complete this games page, fill out this form, and send the whole page to us for your chance to win 2 FREE MOSI tickets.

Mail to: Games Page, CommunityNewsPublications, P.O. Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548
Entries must be received by the Monday following publication date

LAST WEEK’S WINNER

FRANCES INNACE OF WESLEY CHAPEL

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS

GAMES & PUZZLES Sponsored by

ABILITY
ABOVE
ALWAYS
ANCHOR
AWOKE
BARGAIN
BEGAN
BEGIN
CANOE

CAUSED
CHOOSES
COMFORTABLY
EAGER
EARLY
ENEMY
FIREMAN
FRANCE
GRASP

HUMAN
INNER
KNELT
LEAPED
MANAGER
MILES
MISSED
OPENING
PASTRY

PINES
PLANES
POKED
POSSIBILITIES
RESPECTABLE
RIGHT
ROCKED
RUNGS
RUSHED
SENSE
SEVEN
SPARE
SPINE
SPLITS
STEEP
THUMBS
TIRED
WASHES
WOLVES
WORLD
YIELD

Print Media Partner:

The Bank of Tampa

Supported by:

4801 E. FOWLER AVE., TAMPA, FL  •  813-987-6000  •  MOSI.ORG
MOSI is a non-pro� t, community-based institution and a leader in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) education dedicated to making a difference in people’s lives by making science real.
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The The of Jan. 18-20, 2014•

The Ultimate All-Chocolate Shopping, Interactive, Educational Event is back at MOSI!
Dive into the fourth annual Festival of Chocolate, Florida’s largest all-chocolate themed event as seen in Southern Living magazine and on ABC’s 
The Chew.  The event features the area’s best chocolate and confection companies selling tastes and treats of everything chocolate from truf� es, 
cakes and cupcakes to cookies, brownies and ice creams. Award-winning pastry chefs and chocolatiers will host interactive demonstrations, live 

cake decorating competitions and a chocolate-wrapper fashion show for the couture crowd.
Tickets on sale now!
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$99 Priority
Cleaning

1 1/2 Hours of cleaning 
by 2 people

New clients only. One time offer.
Expires 2-28-14. Call for details!
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Geothermal & Conventional

AIR CONDITIONING

813-394-7444
AIR CONDITIONING REPAIR, 
SERVICE & REPLACEMENT

Wishing you a

Teresa & Todd Boudreau

COMPUTERS

We Solve Your 
Computer Problems

We Solve Your 
Computer Problems

www.ctlandolakes.technology-solved.com

(813) 436-9653
Locally Owned and Operated

Friendly Certified Technicians

(813) 436-9653
Locally Owned and Operated

Friendly Certified Technicians

www.ctlandolakes.technology-solved.com

• VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

• INTERNET & EMAIL
• PC REPAIR
• DATA RECOVERY
• SERVICE PLANS 

AVAILABLE
• NETWORK SETUP
• TRAINING
• ON-SITE SERVICE or
• PICKUP SERVICE 
• SMALL BUSINESS 

SPECIALISTS

AIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONING

Local & Family Owned & Operated

FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW SYSTEMS
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE CALLS • MAINTENANCE & DUCT CLEANING

LICENSE 
#CAC1816647

A+ RATED

FREE*
SERVICE CALL 
WITH A/C REPAIR

*Must present coupon at time of service. 
Can not combine with other coupons.

12 months sac or reduced rate financing 
– payments as low as $89.00 a month.

FALL SPECIAL SYSTEM 
CLEANING & CHECKUP

for $29.95
Includes 1 lb. Freon.

Can not combine with other coupons. C
N

1

C
N

1

ALUMINUM

REMINGTON’S
ALUMINUM

813-996-2883
Specializing in Custom Pool Enclosures
• Screen Enclosures 
• Vinyl & Glass Windows 
• Car Ports • Repairs • Slabs

Bonded • Insured
State License CRC 1329806

NORMAN REMINGTON
P.O. Box 2006 • Land O’Lakes, FL 34639
www.remingtonaluminum.com

DRYWALL SPECIALIST

Call Ron 813-784-5999

DRYWALL SPECIALIST
NOT A HANDYMAN

Repairing water damaged ceilings & walls.
Retexturing, Popcorn removal, Room Additions.

Cracks, holes, plaster & stucco repair.
FREE ESTIMATES • AFFORDABLE, QUALITY WORK

Now Accept ing Cred i t  Cards  •  S ta te  Cer t i f i ed   SCC13 1 149699 •  We Keep Appointment s

TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

WE ACCEPT

Community News 
Publications

Get all your favorite local 
news stories online

www.lakerlutznews.com

TheLaker / LutzNews

ELECTRIC SERVICE

30 yrs. Experience / Quality Work / Free Estimates

813-973-1141

Residential / Commercial
WESLEY CHAPEL ELECTRIC

Licensed
(#EC13005404)

and Insured

w w w . W e s l e y C h a p e l E l e c t r i c . n e t

• Service Upgrade • Remodeling
• Generator – Transfer Switch 

Hook-up Special

“Quality Care, Affordable Prices”

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be 
reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or any other treatment which is performed as a result of and within 

72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. 

DENTAL

Family Dental, Dental Implants & Orthodontics

Our Motto: Integrity, Quality, Friendship

Pasco Dental
29450 State Road 54

Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
813-907-6600

www.pascodental.net

Dr. Daniel Hwang
America’s Top Dentist Award 2013

Columbia University, BA 1987
Columbia University DDS 1991

22 years experience

813-909-2800 • Fax 813-909-2802 The LAKER •   Lutz News classifieds@cnewspubs.com

CLEANING SERVICE

Ask about
the REFER 
A FRIEND
program!

Bella Casa
Cleaning Service
Commercial & Residental Cleaning

mobile: 727.485.5736  office: 727.372.1072

Cleaning done by Owner • Satisfaction Guaranteed 
• Free Estimates • No Contracts Required 

• Bonded 35 yrs experience 
• Open 24hrs/7 Days a week • Licensed & Insured

$20.00 OFF
First Time Cleaning

Must present coupon. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

CABINETS

REFACE FOR HALF THE COST OF
REPLACING YOUR KITCHEN CABINETS

813-419-0007

RE-A-DOOR CABINETS
FALL BACK IN LOVE WITH YOUR KITCHEN

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SET UP A
FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION WITH

ONE OF OUR DESIGN SPECIALISTS!

WWW.READOORCABINETS.COM

FENCING

HEID   FENCE FREE ESTIMATES
Lic/Bonded/Ins

813-886-8509PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL SATISFIED!

Chain Link, Wood, & PVC Fencing & All Repairs

CLEANING SERVICE

MOVE-INS OR OUTS

WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

10% OFF
FOR NEW CLIENTS

Lady L
CLEANING

SERVICE

8 1 3 - 2 6 3 - 7 9 6 6

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC, BONDED, INS

CLEANING SERVICE

Sentra Cleaning
RESIDENTIAL HOUSE
CLEANING SERVICE

813-466-9416
sentracleaning@yahoo.com

CONTACT US
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

COMPUTERS

2436 Land O’ Lakes Blvd
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

VIRUS REMOVAL AND
CELL PHONE REPAIRS

PRE-PAID CELL PHONES 
ALSO AVAILABLE

BRICK PAVING

“Where Strength & Quality Interlock”

P: 813.323.4014
F: 813.283.2803

www.suncoastbrickpavers.com
Tampa, Florida

• Pool Decks/Remodels
• Patios
• Lanais
• Walkways

• Driveways
• Retaining Walls
• Travertine
• Paver Sealing

FREE Sealer
Application with
any new install

FLOORING

Mr. Cleaver  727.967.0472
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SERVING PASCO AND SURROUNDING COUN-

 866.GET-A-COW  www.866-GET-A-COW.com 

Need storage  
in 20I4?

Get a cow!

Stor-ette Storage
8I3.7I4.6637

STORAGE

GARAGE DOORS

"A Christian Company"       Dueteronomy 6:5

813-447-3874
www.TrinityGarageDoorService.com

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

GARAGE  DOOR REPAIRS AND INSTALLATION

Lic# GDI-09484

SPRINGREPLACEMENT– LIFETIMEWARRANTY

ROOFING

Imperial Roofing
Contractor, Inc.

Licensed • Insured
State Cert. #CCC 029597

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ron, Chris, Ronnie

& Jason

813-996-2773

FREE ESTIMATES. NO MONEY DOWN.
We beat anyone’s prices. Guaranteed.
LIFETIME WARRANTY

PAINTINGPAINTING

Custom PaintingCustom Painting
& Power Washing& Power Washing
Custom Painting
& Power Washing

CALL LARRYCALL LARRY 813.244.3113 813.244.3113
www.bullardscustompainting.comwww.bullardscustompainting.comwww.bullardscustompainting.com

CALL LARRYCALL LARRY 813.244.3113 813.244.3113
25 Years Experience / Licensed & Insured / Interior & Exterior

LAWN CARE

$500
OFF

with this ad
expires 5/31/14

MCGEELAWNCARE813@AOL.COM

SCREENING

Tate Pierce
Screening

Licensed • Insured
SCC 131149839

(813) 714-9668
Pool Enclosures
Screen Rooms

Rescreening & Repairs

WINDOW TREATMENTS

20% OFF
on all window

treatments

813-862-8366813-862-8366

HANDYMAN

Morgan
Quality
Craftsman

LLC

Handyman Services
for everything under
your roof!

• Carpentry • Windows 
• Doors • Paint • Tile 
• Pressure Wash

Tony Morgan   Family Operated • Lic#RR-05433

Intmorgan@tampabay.rr.com • 813-996-5542

LAWN CARE

813-996-4253
This is the only number 

you need for a 

beautiful lawn
$10 Off Your 1st Service

with this ad

TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

WE ACCEPT

Community News 
Publications

813-909-2800 • Fax 813-909-2802 The LAKER •   Lutz News classifieds@cnewspubs.com

HANDYMAN

Kevin Kasten, Owner/Operator

813-909-7959
Quality Craftsmanship Guaranteed

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

HONEST AND RELIABLE
A – Z  REPAIRS!

PRESSURE WASHING

PRESSURE
WASHING

(813)
215-3841

HANDYMAN/CONTRACTOR

“Your Honey-Do Guy”
(813) 562-9464

• Custom Tile Work & Repairs
• Window & Door Replacement
• Electrical & Plumbing
• Rotten Wood Repair
• Landscape/Fence Work

Tim Brewer - LOL Resident
“No Job Too Small”

WINDOWS

GARAGE DOORS

Lic# GDI09231 ◆ Bonded ◆ Insured

A-plus Service
At An 

Affordable Price

TAYLOR GARAGE
DOORS INC.

Repair & Service

◆ Openers
◆ Replacement Doors
◆ Hurricane Reinforcement

813-952-8613

■ TAYLOR ■

PAINTING

Brush Mark
Painting

Interior/Exterior
Pressure Washing

Wall Paper Removal & Hanging

www.brushmarkpainting.com

813.928.5589

Proudly Serving Lutz Since 2004

FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Painting at a 
Reasonable Price!

WINDOWS

YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER

6440 Fort King Road • Zephyrhills
813.782.3513

www.bahrsaluminum.com

Now specializing in 

SCREEN ROOMS • FLORIDA ROOMS
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

Free Estimates • Professional Installation

TREE SERVICE

T.C. WOOD
Specializing in Dangerous Removals
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding

Prep your trees now for hurricane season
Licensed & Insured

Call for FREE Estimate

813-991-6674 • 813-310-6674

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

FAST & 
RELIABLE

PRINTERS

Repair and Maintenance
• Printers • Copiers 

• Fax Machines
All Major brands • 24 hr responses

We sell re-manufactured
printers and fax machines

813-748-4354
20 years experience

PRINTING / SHIPPING / MAIL SERVICES

Private Mailboxes $10.99 a month with one-year agreement
Next to SweetBay
27251 Wesley Chapel Blvd, Ste B-14
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544
(813) 994-1171 | Fax: (813) 994-1770
FL125@postnet.com | www.postnet.com/FL125

Everything from Printing to Private Mailboxes  

FREE
MAILBOX 
RENTAL

Get 2 free months when you 
pre-pay a 12-month rental. 
New agreements only.

One coupon per customer per visit. 
Valid at participating PostNet centers.  
Not valid in combination with any other 
offer. Some restrictions may apply. 

Expires: 12/31/14
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YOUR AD HERE
813-909-2800

GARAGE / YARD SALES

BUY 3 WEEKS
GET 1 FREE

813-909-2800

G A M E  PA G E  A N S W E R S

FREE GARAGE
SALE ADS!

3 lines of text,with 
35 characters and spaces 

per line, FOR FREE*!
Call Rachel at 813.909.2800

Ask about discounts for community
garage sales & display ads!

*Private parties only

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS
Community News Publications

813.909.2800 • classifieds@cnewspubs.com    

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK FOR US!
"Our classified ad has been so successful that we are overrun with new

volunteers! So much so, that we need to ask you to pull our ad over the

winter while we get caught up with training. This certainly proves your

classified ads are successful in The Laker!"

Peter Castellani
Executive Director

Oasis - a Pregnancy Center, Land O' Lakes

3632 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard •  Land O’ Lakes,  FL 34639

One call, one price delivers suburban Tampa
47,000 Circulation

CLASSIFIED RATES
Liner Ads  . . . . . . . . . . . starting at $48 per week

Display Ads  . . . . . . . . . . starting at $68 per week

ASK ABOUT COLOR!  813-909-2800
FREE ‘garage sale’ ads

Get 3 lines of text FREE • Additional lines just $4 each
No commercial ads, based on space availability • Free ads WILL NOT be accepted by phone

To place your ad...

fax: 813-909-2802 or email: classifieds@cnewspubs.com
mail: 

CommunityNewsPublications
P.O. Box 479 • Lutz, FL 33548

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 12 NOON

813-909-2800 • Fax 813-909-2802
classifieds@cnewspubs.com

The LAKER •   Lutz NEWS

DO YOU TAKE Cialis/ Viagra? There’s an
Herbal Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective.
VigorCare For Men the perfect alternative
to other products, with similar results 60
Pills /99.00 plus S &H 1-888-886-1041 ,
herbalremedieslive.com (z)

A FUN LOVING married couple seeks to
adopt. Stay-at-home mom & devoted dad.
Financial security. Expenses paid. Let’s
help each other. Call/Text Paula & Adam.
1-800-790-5260. FLBarNo.0150789. (z)

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? ADOP
tion-A brave & selfless choice. Medical, liv-
ing & counseling expenses paid. Choose
the loving & financially secure family.
Compassionate Atty. Lauren Feingold
24/7 866-633-0397
www.fklhearttoheart.net #0958107 (x)

DIRECTV, INTERNET, & Phone From
$69.99/mo + Free 3 Months: HBO®
Starz® SHOWTIME® CINEMAX®+ FREE
GENIE 4 Room Upgrade + NFL SUNDAY
TICKET! Limited time offer. 888-248-5961
(n)

DIRECTV $0 START Costs! 150+ 
Channels $7.50/week!  Free HBO/Cine-
max/Showtime/Starz+HD/DVR +NFL
Sunday Ticket! Call 1-800-983-2690 (n)

$1000 WEEKLY** PAID IN ADVANCE!!!
MAILING BROCHURES or TYPING ADS
from home. FREE Supplies!  Genuine Op-
portunity, PT/FT. No Experience Needed!
www.MailingBrochuresFromHome.com
(n)

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED 
immediately for upcoming roles
$150-$300 per day depending on job 
requirements. No experience, All looks
needed. 1-800-561-1762 EXT A-104, for
casting times/locations. (n)

HELP WANTED EARN Extra income As-
sembling CD cases From Home. Call our
Live Operators Now! No experience
Necessary 1-800-405-7619 EXT 2605
www.easywork-greatpay.com (n)

RUN FIREWORKS TENT $$ EARN
THOUSANDS $$ Call 813-234-2264 / 1-
239-693-1598 Hernando, Hillsborough,
Lake, Lee, Orange, Pasco, Pinellas, Semi-
nole, Sumter Counties only need apply. -
Galaxy Fireworks! (z)

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
Become a driver for Werner Enterprises.
Earn $800 per week! Local CDL Training
1-877-214-3624 (x)

AT&T U-VERSE for just $29/mo! 
BUNDLE & SAVE with AT&T Internet+-
Phone+TV and get a FREE pre-paid
Visa Card! (Select plans). HURRY, CALL
NOW! 800-327-5381 (z)

ADVERTISE TO 10 Million Homes across
the USA! Place your ad in over 140 com-
munity newspapers, with circulation total-
ing over 10 million homes. Contact Inde-
pendent Free Papers of America IFPA at
danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit
our website cadnetads.com for more infor-
mation. (v)

CA$H PAID-UP TO $25/BOX for 
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID
shipping. BEST PRICES! 
Cal 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com (n)

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO
BUGS! Buy Harris Roach Tablets. Elimi-
nate Bugs Guaranteed. No Mess, Odor-
less, Long Lasting. Available at Ace Hard-
ware, The Home Depot, Homedepot.com
(z)
MOBILE HOME ROOF SPECIALIST
Free Inspections LIC/INS 
CCC1327406. All Florida Weatherproof-
ing & Construction. 1-877-572-1019 (z)

WRAP UP YOUR Holiday Shopping with
100% guaranteed, delivered–to- the-door
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 67% PLUS 4
FREE Burgers - Many Gourmet Favorites
ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today 
1-800-781-9710 Use code 49377EKD 
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/mb54 (z)

PERSONAL CREATIONS -Personalized
holiday gifts. Order now for 25 percent off
your order of $19.00 or more (regular
priced) To redeem this offer, visit 
www.PersonalCreations.com/amazing
or Call 1-800-730-1604 (z)

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS Help im-
prove your stamina, drive, and endurance
with EverGene. 100% natural. Call for
FREE bottle.  NO PRESCRIPTION
NEEDED! 866-268-4142 (n)

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL – A world-
wide network of inspired individuals who
improve communities. Find information or
locate your local club at www.rotary.org.
Brought to you by your free community
paper and PaperChain. (n)

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL – Start with
Rotary and good things happen. Rotary,
humanity in motion.  Find information or lo-
cate your local club at www.rotary.org.
Brought to you by your free community 
paper and PaperChain. (n)

ORDER DISH NETWORK Satellite TV
and Internet Starting at $19.99! Free In-
stallation, Hopper DVR and 5 Free 
Premium Movie Channels! 
Call 800-597-2464 (n)

AUCTION: 1/9/2014 – 10AM
@302 N 7th St. Orlando, FL.
Business Property for vehicle
Repair on .34acres w/warehouse
Sharon Sullivan: 954-740-2421
Visit: www.irsauctions.GOV (x)

GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN LIFE! 
Many Kind, Loving, Educated & Finan-
cially Secure Couples Waiting. Living
& Medical Expenses Paid. Counseling

& Transportation Provided. Former
Birth Moms on Staff!  

FLORIDA ADOPTION LAW GROUP, P.-
A. Jodi Sue Rutstein, M.S.W., J.D.

Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D.
1-800-852-0041  Confidential 24/7

(#133050&249025)
(z)

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED 
Please help us have our baby!  
Generous Compensation Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu

1-800-395-5449 
www.adoption-surrogacy.com

FL Bar # 307084 (z)

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? ADOP
tion - A brave & selfless choice. Medical,
living & counseling expenses paid.
Choose the loving & financially secure
family. Compassionate Atty. Lauren Fein-
gold 24/7 866-633-0397
www.fklhearttoheart.net #0958107 (z)

DIRECTV - OVER 140 channels only
$29.99 a month. Triple savings! $636.00
in Savings, Free upgrade to Genie & 2013
NFL Sunday ticket free for New Customer-
s. Start saving today! 1-800-376-0868 (v)

DISH TV ONLY $19.99/mo! TV Simply
Costs Less with DISH!
Free Premium Channels*! High Speed In-
ternet from $19.99!
Call 1-888-803-5770 (n)

DISH TV RETAILER - Starting at $19.99-
/month (for 12 mos.) & High Speed Inter-
net starting at $14.95/month (where avail-
able.) SAVE! Ask About SAME DAY In-
stallation! CALL Now! 1-800-438-8168 (z)

*LOWER THAT CABLE BILL! Get Satel-
lite TV today! FREE System, installation
and HD/DVR upgrade.  Programming
starting at $19.99. Call NOW 
1-877-329-9040 (n)

DISH TV RETAILER-SAVE! Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months.) FREE Pre-
mium Movie Channels. FREE Equipment,
Installation & Activation. CALL, COM-
PARE LOCAL DEALS! 1-800-309-1452 (v)

SAVE ON CABLE TV-Internet-Digital
Phone-Satellite. You’ve Got A Choice! 
Options from ALL major service providers.
Call us to learn more! CALL Today. 
888-708-7137 (z) 

BUNDLE & SAVE on your CABLE, IN-
TERNET PHONE, AND MORE.  High
Speed Internet starting at less
than$20/mo.  CALL NOW! 800-291-4159
(n)

DIRECTV, INTERNET, PHONE $69.99-
/mo +Free 3Months: HBO®/Starz®
SHOWTIME®/CINEMAX® +FREE GE-
NIE 4Room Upgrade +NFL SUNDAY
TICKET! 1-855-302-3347 (v)

CANADA DRUG CENTER es tu mejor op-
cion para ordenar medicamentos seguros
y economicos. Nuestros servicios de far-
macia con licencia Canadiense e Interna-
cional te proveeran con ahorros de hasta
el 90 en todas las medicinas que nece-
sites. Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu primer or-
den ademas de envio gratuito. (z)

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
WANTED!!! TOP PRICES PAID! -

Faster-$-$-$-Cash For Local Pickup Call
813-528-1480 For Free Shipping Call

Toll-Free 1-888-656-0725
tonyteststrips.com (z)

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our li-
censed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 90
percent on all your medication needs. Call
today 1-800-749-6515, for $10.00 off your
first prescription and free shipping. (z)

#1 SUPPLIER! VIAGRA/ CIALIS 
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for

only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE! 
#1 Male Enhancement. Discreet 

Shipping. Save $500 NOW! 
888-800-1280 (z) 

WANTS TO PURCHASE minerals and
other oil and gas interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201 (v)

MEET SINGLES RIGHT now! No paid 
operators, just real people like you.
Browse greetings, exchange messages
and connect live. Try it free. Call now 
1-888-909-9905 (v)

EVERY BABY DESERVES a healthy
start. Join more than a million people 
walking and raising money to support the
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org. (z)

HAVE FUN AND find a genuine connec-
tion! The next voice on the other end of
the line could be the one. Call Tango 
1-800-381-1758. FREE trial! (n)

MEET SINGLES NOW! No paid 
operators, just people like you. Browse

greetings, exchange messages,
connect live. FREE Trial.
Call 1-877-737-9447 (n) 

HAVE FUN AND find a genuine connec-
tion! The next voice on the other end of
the line could be the one. Call Tango 
1-800-807-0818. FREE trial! 

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks
Wanted. Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. 
We Come To You! Any Make/Model. 
Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-864-5960 (n)

GET PAID CASH for sealed, unexpired 
diabetic test strips boxes.  Top Dollar,
Overnight Payment!  For Quote: 
(866) 800-1923 or SellYourTestStrips.com
(u)

WANTS TO PURCHASE minerals and
other oil & gas interests. Send details to P.-
O. Box 13557, Denver, Co 80201 (u)

CASH PAID- UP to $28/Box for unex-
pired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
1-DAY PAYMENT. 1-800-371-1136 (v)

ADOPTION 
Give your baby a loving, financially 
secure family. Living expenses paid.

Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu 28
years experience. 1-800-395-5449 

www.adoption-surrogacy.com
FL Bar # 307084

GIVE YOUR BABY a loving, financially
secure family.  Living expenses paid. 

Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  28 years
experience.  1-800-395-5449 

www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; 
FL Bar # 307084 (z)

PAINT CONTRACTOR 
LOOKING FOR PAINTERS!

We have plenty of work. 
We have a need for subcontractors 
with NEW CONSTRUCTION painting 

experience as well as individuals 
with solid painting experience.

Please contact Lenny at 

813-388-3157

METAL ROOFING & STEEL 
BUILDINGS. Save $$$ buy direct from 
manufacturer. 20 colors in stock with
trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26 ga. pan-
els. Carports, horse barns, shop ports.
Completely turn key jobs. All Steel
Buildings, Gibsonton, Florida.
1-800-331-8341.
www.allsteel-buildings.com (z)

• No certification necessary
• 1-2 years experience preferred
• Immediate employment opportunities
• Flexible Hours (days, evenings &/or weekends)

• Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas
& Hernando Counties

(813) 963-0618
exceptionalcareoftampa@gmail.com

NEEDED: HOME HEALTH CARE EMPLOYEES
for developmentally disabled children & adults

VIAGRA 100MG, CIALIS 20mg. 40 Pills
+4 FREE only $99.  #1 Male Enhance-
ment! Discreet Shipping. Save $500! Blue
Pill Now! 1-888-796-8870 (n)

VIAGRA 100MG AND CIALIS 20mg! 40
Pills + 4 FREE for only $99. #1 Male En-
hancement, Discreet Shipping. Save
$500! Buy The Blue Pill! Now 
1-800-213-6202 (n)
VIAGRA 100MG AND CIALIS 20mg! 
SPECIAL! 40 Pills + 10 FREE.  $99.00.
100% guaranteed. Fast Shipping! CALL
NOW! 1-888-223-8818 (n)

VIAGRA 100MG OR CIALIS 20mg. 
40 tabs + 10 FREE!  All for $99 including

Shipping. Discreet, Fast Shipping.
888-836-0780 or PremiumMeds.NET (n)

VIAGRA 100MG AND CIALIS 20mg! 50
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-866-312-6061
(v)

A CHILDLESS, YOUNG, successful
woman seeks to adopt.  Will be HANDS-
ON Mom!  Financial security.  Expenses
paid. Visit:www.jodi2adopt.webs.com/ ,
call Jodi 1-800-718-5516 or text 
609-770-1255. Adam Sklar  #0150789 (x)

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH & EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE

FOR SALEGENERAL EMPLOYMENT

CHILD / ADULT CAREGIVER

PERSONALS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AUCTIONS

STEEL BUILDINGS

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

COMPUTERS / ELECTRONICS

WANTED

In accordance with FL statute
63.212(1)(g), only attorneys
licensed to practice law in

Florida and Florida licensed
adoption entities may legally

provide adoption services
under state law.

ADOPTIONS
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CALL CLASSIFIEDS 813-909-2800 CALL CLASSIFIEDS 813-909-2800

Searching for a better job or a more reliable car? Outgrown your apartment?
Whether you’re buying or selling, the Classifieds has it all.
Put the Classifieds to work for you, and inch even closer to your goals.

TheLaker / LutzNews   813-909-2800

HOME
FOR

SALE?
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

BIG TYPE.
EASY READ. FAST RESULTS.The

Laker Classifieds
813-909-2800

CALL CLASSIFIEDS
813-909-2800CALL CLASSIFIEDS 813-909-2800

813-909-2800 • Fax 813-909-2802
classifieds@cnewspubs.com

The LAKER •   Lutz NEWS

813-909-2800 • Fax 813-909-2802
classifieds@cnewspubs.com

The LAKER •   Lutz NEWS

COPPERSTONE
AWARD WINNING BUSINESS CENTER

EXECUTIVE SUITES

Scan Me

• Award Winning Service
• 50 Private Office Suites
• 2 Conference Rooms
• Event Room

• Hourly Office Rental
• Business Address
• Mail Service
• WiFi

3632 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard • Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
Centrally located between Wesley Chapel and Trinity

813-298-7363
www.copperstone.info

NEW!
Video

ConferencingServices!

Enjoy the Use of 3 Private Ski Lakes
3 Bed 2 Bath Lake Padgett Beauty! Move in ready

Pool Home on Half Acre+ with No CDD Fees 

To Preview Contact Paul Brenot 813-362-1540
Realtor® Charles Rutenberg Realty Inc.

Tropical Village

Owned and Managed by Houghton-Wagman Partnership, Ltd.
Contact Kimberly Stinson

727-822-7212 • kstinson1@tampabay.rr.com

FOR LEASE
1532 Land O’ Lakes Blvd.
Across from WalMart on U.S. 41

Busy plaza • Great Parking • No CAMs

FOR LEASE 1000 sq ft 
OFFICE

end unit
light & bright
immediate occupancy

An Independently Owned and Operated Member 
of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation

ADVANTAGE 
TEAM REALTY 

Land O’ Lakes
3948 Lake Padgett Dr.

Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

813-996-4747

Wesley Chapel
5806 Old Pasco Rd.

Wesley Chapel, FL 33543

813-973-2240

 1-800-996-2240
MANY OTHER LISTINGS AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.cbflahomes.com

see virtual tours

LOUIS MOLNAR. Broker

WESLEY CHAPEL large lot
new kit w/SS appliances
partially fenced $79,900.
Call Yolie Perez 277-4296

MERRY
CHRISTMAS 

& HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

LET US 
MANAGE 

YOUR 
PROPERTY

3br/2ba/2cg home in Lutz
Lge Fla Rm & Kit - Bonus

Rm for an office $174,900.
Call Lou Molnar 813-484-5211

3/2/2 POOL HOME IN LO'L
nice oversize rms, 2 pantries

great location $199,000.
Call Karen Hernandez 918-5765

COZY HOME ON CUL-DE-SAC
3br/2ba/2cg  roomy kitchen
open patio           $133,000.

Call Karen Hernandez 918-5765

GEORGIA INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
- Limited Inventory Available! Renovated
homes, low taxes & insurance, Low cost
of living. Great for homeowners or In-
vestors earn 15% ROI! Starting at
$29,000. CALL OWNER 404-550-6900 (z)

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need
$500-$500,000++ within 48/hours? Low
rates Apply Now By Phone! 
1-800-568-8321. www.lawcapital.com
(z) 

BECOME A CNA!
1 & 2-wk Programs. English / Espanol

No HS, GED, HHA Required.
Phlebotomy / CPR / PCT

Dade / Broward - 954-921-9577 
W. Palm Beach  561-840-8804 

www.fastCNA.com (z)

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS 
NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  Financial aid if
qualified.  Job placement assistance.  Call
National Aviation Academy!  FAA Ap-
proved.  Classes Starting Soon!  
1-800-659-2080  NAA.edu (z)

AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN here. Be-
come an Aviation Maintenance Tech. FAA
approved training. Financial aid if quali-
fied, Housing available. Job placement as-
sistance. Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-314-6283. (z)

10 ACRE MOUNTAIN TOP ESTATE! Gor-
geous Blue Ridge mountain acreage fea-
turing spectacular 3 state views & tower-
ing hardwoods! Abuts U.S. National For-
est.  Great building spot! U/G utilities,
paved rd frontage,  RV friendly.  Priced to
sell only $69,900. Excellent financing. Call
now 866-952-5303, X95 (z)

RETIREMENT APARTMENTS, ALL IN-
CLUSIVE. Meals, transportation, activities
daily. Short Leases. Monthly specials!
Call (877) 210-4130 (n)

$2,000  MOVES YOU in.  No credit neces-
sary - Owner financing his many Florida
homes.  If you are handy, call 
352-414-1862 or visit 
investmentpropertiesondemand.com (z)

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
TRAINEES NEEDED! Become a Certified
Microsoft Office Professional! No Experi-
ence Needed! SC Train can get you job
ready ASAP! HS Diploma/GED & PC/In-
ternet needed! 1-888-212-5888 (z)

You can become an expert in HVAC 
installation and repair. Pinnacle Career
Institute Online HVAC education in as 
little as 12 months. Call us today: 
1-877-651-3961 or go online: 
www.HVAC-Online-Education.com (x)

AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN here – Get
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance
Technician training. Housing and Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-314-3769
(x)

AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Housing and Financial aid for quali-
fied students. Job placement assistance.
Call AIM 866-453-6204 (v)

HOUSE INJURED? 
Kitchen, Roof, Plumbing. All Property
Damage Claims. Attorney Charles D.
Barnard  954-561-5880  954-295-3861

(z)

FORECLOSURE DEFENSE 
$250 per Month. Property Damage

Claims Roof Leaks, Kitchen Damage,
Tile Damage, Mold. No Fee, if No 

Recovery. Attorney Charles D. Barnard
954-561-5880 954-295-3861 (z)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands
on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid for qualified
students – Job placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance
888-686-1704 (n)

THE OCEAN CORP. 10840 Rockley
Road, Houston, Texas 77099. Train for a
New Career. *Underwater Welder. Com-
mercial Diver. *NDT/Weld Inspector. Job
Placement Assistance. Financial Aid avail-
able for those who qualify. 
1-800-321-0298. (u)

HOMEJOY PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
$20/hr Affordable. Convenient. Trusted.-
Book online in 2 minutes! For 1 HOUR
FREE for new customers, go to: 
www.homejoy.com/SFL Or call: 
1-855-728-4569 (z)

WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLE
KAWASAKI 1967-1980 Z1-900, KZ900,
KZ1000, ZIR, KZ1000MKII, A1-250, W1-
650, H1-500, H2-750, S1-250, S2-350,
S3-400 Suzuki GS400, GT380, CB750,
Honda CB750 (1969, 1970) CASH.
FREE  PICKUP 1-800-772-1142, 
1-310-721-0726
usa@classicrunners.com (n)

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child Sup-
port, Custody, and Visitation, Property,
Debts, Name Change…Only One Signa-
ture Required!  *Excludes govt. fees!  
1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300 BAYLOR &
ASSOCIATES (z)

DONATE YOUR CAR to Veterans Today!
Help those in need! Your vehicle donation
will help US Troops and support our 
Veterans! 100% tax deductible Fast Free
pickup!  1-800-263-4713 (n)

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck,
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951 (v) URGENT CAR TITLE Loans! Get $800

to $50,000 Fast Cash! Apply Now & Get a
Quote in Minutes. Simple and convenient
process. Call Now!!!
1-800-301-6264 (z)

CASH FOR CARS  All Cars/Trucks
Wanted. Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid.
We Come To You! Any Make/Model. Call
For Instant Offer: 1-800-871-9638 (z)

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS
Start a family tradition for the Holidays!
Cabins, Vacation Homes, Condos. Pets
welcome! Boone, Banner Elk, Blowing
Rock. Foscoe Rentals 1-800-723-7341 
www.foscoerentals.com (z)

RV LOT RENTAL South of Vero Beach
on A1A. Beach access, marina, boat
ramp, large heated pool overlooking the
ocean, tennis courts and other activities.
Large cement lot with full hookup. Pet
friendly. Available monthly or by the sea-
son. 352-347-4470. (z)

CASH FOR CARS! 
WE BUY ANY CAR, TRUCK OR VAN!
RUNNING OR NOT. GET A FREE TOP

DOLLAR INSTANT OFFER NOW! 
1-800-558-1097 WE’RE LOCAL! (z)

CASH FOR CARS, Any Make or Model!
Free Towing.Sell it TODAY. Instant offer: 
1-800-864-5784 (v)

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION - TALLAHASSEE
- 6-Residential Properties! More details
online. Properties include land & home or
mobile home. Sale: 1/22/14, 10:00am
1412 Westheaven Drive. Sharon Sullivan
954-740-2421 www.irsauctions.gov (z)

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE
Offering unbelievable deals on homes
and land in the beautiful NC mountains.
Call for free brochures, foreclosures, and
area information. 800-924-2635 (z)

GET CASH TODAY for any car/truck. I
will buy your car today. Any Condition.
Call 1-800-864-5796 or
www.carbuyguy.com (n)

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! TOP 
$$$$$ PAID! Running or Not, All Years,

Makes, Models. Free Towing! 
We’re Local! 7 Days/Week. Call Toll Free: 

1-888-416-2330 (n)
BLOWN HEADGASKET? ANY vehicle 
repair yourself. State of the art 2-Compo-
nent chemical process. Specializing in
Cadillac Northstar Overheating. 100%
guaranteed. 1-866-780-9038
www.RXHP.com
(v)

CUSTOM BUILT MOBILE HOME
ON LARGE LOT.  

1,000 sq. ft., and large garage.
Great live and work set up.

Close to SR 54 & I-75.
Owner financing, w/ 35K down.

Low rate for 6 years.

Asking $94,500

Call 727-580-1400

AUTOS

LEGAL SERVICES

HOME REPAIR

FOR RENT

OUT OF AREA

ADULT EDUCATION FINANCIALADULT EDUCATION

MOTORCYCLES

NORTH/SOUTH CAROLINA

HOMES FOR SALE

AUTOSAUTOS

SERVICES OFFERED

AUTOS

ADULT EDUCATION

LAND FOR SALE



A SHEN YUN SHOW is a fusion 
of classical arts with modern 
appeal. As one audience 

member put it, “It’s like a fashion 
show, opera, concert, and dance 
performance all rolled into one.” The 
passion of the artists spurs them to 
bring all these elements together into 
one extraordinary experience.

CLASSICAL CHINESE DANCE

   Classical Chinese dance is a vast 
dance system tempered over 
thousands of years. It is one way in 
which 5,000 years of Chinese culture 
have been passed down and retained. 
It is a dance form built on profound 
traditional aesthetics. Richly 
expressive, it portrays personalities 
and feelings with unparalleled clarity, 
depicting any scene in a strikingly 
vivid way. 
   In addition to the classical form, Shen 
Yun features the distinctive colors 
and styles of ethnic dance and folk 
dance. With over 20 dynasties and 
50 ethnic groups to draw upon, Shen 
Yun portrays an astounding range 
on stage with color and exhilarating 
energy.

THE SHEN YUN ORCHESTRA

   The Shen Yun Performing Arts 
Orchestra masterfully blends two of 
the world’s greatest classical music 
traditions, Chinese and Western. 
Ancient Chinese instruments such as 
the soul-stirring erhu and the delicate 
pipa, lead the melody on top of a full 
Western orchestra, creating a fresh, 
glorious sound. 

EXQUISITE COSTUMES

   Apparel has always been an 
essential part of China’s five-
millennia-old culture, and Shen Yun 
Performing Arts brings this heritage 
to life on stage. From radiant 
golden-hued Tang Dynasty gowns to 
elegant Manchu chopine shoes, each 
costume is designed and tailored 
with meticulous care.

STUNNING BACKDROPS

   Shen Yun’s breathtaking dynamic 
backdrops bring classical Chinese 
dance into the 21st century, adding 
visual depth and grandeur. Each 
backdrop is custom designed to 
exactly match the costumes, storyline, 

lighting, and even choreography of 
each dance. 

A GLOBAL PHENOMENON

   Millions have seen Shen Yun. 
Standing ovations at the world’s 
top venues, royalty attending in 
Europe, sold-out shows throughout 
North America, and packedhouses 
across Asia have made Shen Yun an 
international phenomenon.

   Embark on an extraordinary journey 
across 5,000 years of Chinese 
civilization! From ancient dynasties 
to the modern day, witness inspiring 
stories and legends come alive on 
stage. Featuring classical Chinese 
dance, a full orchestra, exquisite 
costumes, and dazzling animated 
backdrops, Shen Yun will transport 
you to another world.

   Experience a performance that can 
truly touch your soul. Experience 
Shen Yun.

   Shen Yun will present four shows at 
The Mahaffey Theater, St. Petersburg, 
February 5-8, 2014. 

“Beautiful sound! 
Strikingly intricate melodies.”

— NYTheatre.com

ALL-NEW 2014 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

February 5-8

The Mahaffey Theater, St. Petersburg

    Online: Shenyun.com/st-petersburg

    Phone: 888-974-3698 or 727-248-0115

Order Your Tickets Now to Secure the Best Seats!

Reviving 5,000 Years of civilization

“The human spirit, the dignity, the power, the love of those

people was astounding.” — Jim Crill, Bob Hope Producer  

nd!
elodies.”

om

“The hum

people w

“It’s a new realm of dance!
There’s a lot of depth to it, and a lot of meaning.” 

— Vanessa Harwood, former Principal Dancer of 

     National Ballet of Canada

Happy Holidays!

witness the divine culture’s return, live on stage
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