
kaitlyn’s kupkakes & kookie kakes
for a reason or a season, for a birthday or the holidays
specialty kupkake & kookie kake orders for any occasion

call 813.996.1958 to place your order

813.996.1958
4109 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard

Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

Located in the BP Gas Station next
to the Pasco Government Center

Smiles Café 
& Catering

BREAKFAST & LUNCH DAILY
FRESHEST INGREDIENTS ONLY!

HOMEMADE SPECIALS & SOUP
$3.99 BREAKFAST SPECIAL DAILY 

$4.99 LUNCH SPECIALS DAILY

BREAKFAST
SAUSAGE GRAVY & BISCUITS, EGG CROISSANT

SANDWICHES, EGG CUBAN SANDWICHES
BREAKFAST BURRITOS, PANCAKES, OMELETTES,

TRADITIONAL BREAKFAST, BIG BREAKFAST

LUNCH
RIBEYE PHILLY CHEESESTEAK, CHICKEN SALAD & TUNA SALAD

CROISSANTS, FRIED CHICKEN CLUB, CHICKEN WINGS, BLT’S BURGERS,
WRAP SANDWICHES, CUBANS, PATTY MELTS, CHICKEN QUESADILLAS,

CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD, GREEK CHICKEN SALAD

1/2 OFF
ANY MEAL

WITH THIS COUPON. EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2012.

OPEN MONDAY – FRIDAY 6:00 AM – 2:00 PM

(813) 949-7444

Dennis Realty & Investment Corporation 
proudly announces

NOVEMBER TOP PRODUCERS

LYNN SMITH 
Top Individual 

Listings

LISA HENDERSON 
Top Individual 

Sales

Pam & Roland Smith
THE SMITH TEAM 

Top Team Sales

Cynthia Stratton and Joe & Carmen Velez
THE STRATTON GROUP 

Top Group Sales

Bernice Miller, Scott Robinson & Leah Klasing
THE MILLER GROUP 

Top Group Listings

CHRISTY LARAMAY 
Top Listing 

Property Manager

STEVEN BERGER 
Top Leasing 

Property Manager
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Even though life is busy, take a moment to reflect on what’s most important.
For peace of mind, protect your family with State Farm

®
 life insurance.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
®

CALL ME TODAY.

Life insurance shouldn’t wait.

BUSY. BUSY. BUSY. BUSY. BUSY.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)

Jerry McCarthy, Agent
1531 N Dale Mabry Hwy
Lutz, FL 33548

jerry.mccarthy.b0ep@statefarm.com

• Enjoy a visit to our Oriental
Gardens and Koi pond

• A full selection of Bonsai trees,
lucky bamboo and accessories

• Gift wrapping & cards included
• Gift certificates available
• Feng Shui and Oriental Gift Shop
• Bonsai Accessories
• Shipping available anywhere

Bonsai, LBonsai, Lucky Bucky Bamboo amboo 
and Oand Orriental Fiental Feng Seng Shui Ghui Gift Sift Shophop

5602 Land O’  Lakes  Blvd.  (Hwy.  41)  •  Land O’  Lakes

(813) 996-5012
www.bonsai-online.com

FREE
GIFT 

w/$50 Purchase

20%

With this adOFF

By B.C. Manion
Originally published on June 8

Pasco-Hernando Community College offi-
cials hope to open the college’s planned
Porter Campus at Wiregrass in January 2014
instead of August 2013.

Officials had said they expected a poten-
tial delay following Gov. Rick Scott’s May 26
decision to veto the fifth and final install-
ment of $6.9 million for the $52 million
project.

The state has already provided $45 mil-
lion for the Wesley Chapel campus and that
money is expected to bring the project to
near completion, Lucy Miller, director of
marketing and public relations, wrote in an
email to The Laker.

The college will again seek the balance
of the approved funding in the normal
budget process for construction funds in
the next budget year, the email adds.

The final installment will allow the com-
pletion of the project, preparation of the
grounds, landscaping and the purchase of
furniture, classroom technology, equipment
and other start-up supplies and materials,
Miller’s email says.

The college hopes to begin site prepara-
tion this summer, which includes grading
the site to prepare for construction, in-
stalling underground utilities and
constructing the foundation, the email adds.

“Gopher tortoise relocation procedures
have already begun consistent with the per-
mit issued by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission,’ the email says.

Meanwhile, the college has filed a re-
quest for a variance to allow it to build a
taller building than is allowed under the
site’s zoning designation.

“The variance, if approved, will allow us
to move forward with plans to build up,
rather than out, reducing the footprint of
the project to best use the land designated
for the campus,” the email says.

The variance seeks permission to build up

to 154 feet in height. The current restriction
limits the height of the buildings to 60 feet.
“The variance request is consistent with the
developer’s Master Planned Unit Development
(MPUD) submission that is pending approval
and the previously approved variance for the
new hospital currently under construction
near our campus site,” the email adds.

The tract of land is at 2727 Mansfield
Blvd., just off SR 56, next to Wiregrass Ranch
High.

After Scott vetoed the final installment of
funding, J.D. Porter, whose family owns
Wiregrass Ranch and supplied the 60-acre
tract for the campus, told The Laker that he
understood the governor had many difficult
choices to make. Porter said he is confident
that the funding for the college will be there
by the time it becomes necessary.

Also, following the veto, Rep. Will
Weatherford, R-Wesley Chapel, pledged that
he will make getting those funds one of his
priorities.

Scott’s veto drew the ire of Pasco County
Commissioner Pat Mulieri.

In a May 16 email to the governor,
Mulieri characterized Scott’s action as
“short-sighted.” She informed Scott “the hos-
pital, the college and The Shops of Wiregrass
would create a synergy in that area.”

A new hospital also is under construc-
tion on Bruce B. Downs, just north of SR 56.

The new PHCC campus will have a nurs-
ing program, and nursing students could do
their internships at the hospital, Mulieri in-
formed Scott. She also noted that students at
Wiregrass Ranch High and workers in the
community also would benefit from having
higher education offerings nearby.

By B.C. Manion
Originally published Aug. 24

As Saint Leo University students head to
classes this week for the beginning of a new
school year, the new building housing the
Donald R. Tapia School of Business is the big
news on campus.

The $12 million building, which exceeds
48,000 square feet, is the first new class-
room building on the Saint Leo campus in
decades.

It is designed to take full advantage of
technological tools available to enhance
teaching and learning, while at the same time
it seeks to create an atmosphere that fosters
collaboration among faculty and students.

University officials are jazzed.
“The opportunities really are limitless,”

said Michael Nastanski, dean of the Donald
R. Tapia School of Business. The dean said he
tells faculty members that the university’s
potential accomplishments “are only limited
by our imagination and our willingness to
commit to the outcome.”

On a basic level, the new structure pro-
vides space needed to accommodate
burgeoning growth. It also brings everyone
in the business school under the same roof.

The natural outcome of bringing stu-
dents and faculty into the same building is
the opportunity for more interactions.
Taking that notion one step farther, the
building has gathering spaces and breakout
rooms designed to spur collaboration
among students and between students and
their teachers.

The idea is to encourage students to
work in teams, chat about ideas that came
up during class and confer with faculty
members.

“The faculty are going to be much more
closely intertwined with the students,” pre-
dicted Lynn Wilson, a professor of

management, human resources and interna-
tional business at the university.

He offers this example: The students are
“in one of the breakout rooms working on a
case and the instructor is (in an office) 40
feet away, 50 feet away, or maybe at worse –
one floor up or down.”

Stepping down the hallway or riding an
elevator up or down a floor is a whole lot
easier than running across campus to talk to
a professor who is three buildings away —
especially when it’s raining, Wilson said.

“For the campus students, it’s going to
create such an excitement,” said Phil
Hatlem, an instructor in sport business.
“Whether they’re business students or not,
there’s a buzz on campus already.”

In addition to its spacious and attractive
quarters, the new building has another big
advantage: It is outfitted with cutting-edge
technology.

The idea is to prepare students to be
competitive in a global market place,
Nastanski said.

“The 18-, 19- and 20-year-old coming in
here is tech-savvy and totally connected to
the Web. Now, we’re going to leverage that
technology — what they’re comfortable with
— to stimulate learning in the classroom.
That is the ultimate goal,” Nastanski said.

Work is proceeding on schedule and col-
lege officials still anticipate the new campus
to open for students in January 2014.
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Since the new building housing the
Donald R. Tapia School of Business
opened at Saint Leo University it has
been used to house classes in business
and other disciplines including education,
English and criminal justice. An interna-
tional business conference is planned at
the school on Feb. 9 and Feb. 10, 2012.
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Veto will delay PHCC campus by a semester Saint Leo opens doors 
to a world of possibilities


