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The Lutz Chiefs midgets cheerleading team after winning the Best of the Bay competition this year. (Photo by Gretchen Zayas)

Taylor Dec learns about life
from cheering, coaching

By Kyle LoJacono
klojacono@cnewspubs.com

Seven years ago Taylor Dec made a seem-
ingly minor decision that has since made
her into the person she is today.

It was in fifth grade that Taylor first be-
came a cheerleader. She started with the
Lutz Chiefs program, progressed to a com-
petitive club called the Florida Wildcats in
middle school and moved on to cheering at
Gaither High.

“I think it’s really shaped me as a per-
son,” Taylor said of cheering. “It’s given me a
lot more confidence than I would have if I
did any other sport. … It teaches you how

to work hard and take what other people
say, like their constructive criticism, to make
you better.”

Taylor feels so strongly about cheering
that she started coaching the Chiefs midgets
team, for girls ages 11-13, last year as a way
to teach kids about the activity she loves so
much. 

“I really enjoyed coaching and coming
up with the routines,” Taylor said. “I volun-
teered to do it and I felt like I could give
really good advice to the younger girls.”

Gifts from cheerleading

A visit from the North Pole
Michael Lilove was among the crowd of children who showed up for Santa’s Workshop at
the Land O’ Lakes Recreation Complex Saturday, Dec. 10. Lilove had his photo taken with
Santa (John Peteck of Land O’Lakes) and his helpers: Susan Hawkins as Mrs. Claus, and
Shirin Sivand, left, of Land O’ Lakes. (Photo by Glenn Gefers of www.photosby3g.com)
More photos, page 3.
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By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@cnewspubs.com

The Pasco Alliance of Community
Associations has weighed in on the pro-
posed Ridge Road extension, throwing
the weight of the thousands of people it
represents behind the project.

Members of the organization over-
whelmingly supported the submission of
a letter signaling their support of the proj-
ect to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The alliance represents more than 70
homeowner and community associations
across Pasco County.

Members of the group support the ex-
tension of a limited access Ridge Road, to
connect where it now ends in New Port
Richey and extend it over to US 41 in
Land O’ Lakes.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
denied the permit for the extension, citing
environmental issues.

But the agency is accepting additional
public comment on the project through
Dec. 28. 

That’s why Jim Flateau, president of
the Pasco Alliance of Community
Associations (PACA), wanted to bring the
issue to members of the organization at its
December monthly meeting in Land O’
Lakes.

Flateau said environmentalists oppose

Community group
supports Ridge
Road extension
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