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About 30 members of the Tam-
pa Bay Sierra Club showed up for 
a scheduled tour of the Fred and 
Ida Schultz Preserve in Gibsonton 
April 19 but were turned away at 
the gate.

“There was a misunderstanding 
and the guards on duty insisted 
that they have the names of those 
taking the tour ahead of time, 
which they did not,” said Jean 
Doyle of Apollo Beach in an 
email to Gail Parsons, vice chair-
woman and outing chairwoman 
for the Tampa Bay Sierra Club. 

Some, including Parsons and 
Doyle, who was among those 
turned away, say misinformation 
is being given out about a pro-
posed ferry and the land on which 
its dock would be located.

“The issue is that the ferry 
promoters are saying what people 
want to hear, depending on which 
group they are addressing,” said 
Parsons in a telephone interview 
Tuesday, May 6. “That whole 
area is a preserve, not a park. But 
people want a park, they need 
parks in that area, so the preserve 
area is being billed as a future 
park when the promoters speak.”

And where transportation across 
the Bay to work is a concern, that 
is what is emphasized at the meet-

ings, she added.
Parsons then said that what 

upsets her most is that the envi-
ronmental community is not up in 
arms over changing the designa-
tion of a “preserve” to accommo-
date anything — not just a ferry 
landing or a park.

What is being proposed is a 
high-speed ferry between an area 
currently designated as preserve 
land and MacDill Air Force Base.

Much of the environmental 
community is supporting the idea 
of a ferry in hope of eliminat-
ing gasses from cars and using 
less oil, Parsons said. “But they 
haven’t let us in to see the nesting 
birds and spoil islands that were 
created there by dredging. They 
make excellent habitat.”

Several meetings around the 
area have been attended by 
residents who have heard park 
promoters’ proposals. 

Former County Commissioner 
Ed Turanchik, who has earned 
environmental awards from the 
county, is heading up the push for 
HMS Ferries Inc. to build and op-
erate there, with HMS promising 
to pay the $35 million a year that 
is the estimated operating cost for 
the first ferry.  

Turanchik says it will save 

Sierra Club barred from tour 
of proposed ferry, park

Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program project 
site location map as of April 2012. The red areas are designated 
acquired ELAPP sites.

440,000 Florida residents enrolled in 
state plan; Medicaid expansion denied

By  ■ LIA MARTIN
lia@observernews.net
Florida lawmakers adjourned 

last Friday without adding a 
Medicaid expansion to the state 
budget, in spite of Gov. Rick 
Scott embracing that expansion 
just this February. 

The Medicaid expansion would 
have been completely underwrit-
ten by the federal government. 

“While the federal govern-
ment is committed to paying 100 
percent of the costs, I cannot deny 
Floridians who need access to 
health care,” Scott said to report-
ers at that press conference in 
February. 

This lack of legislative action 
will leave 1.3 million Florida 
residents uninsured. It is not 
known whether a legislative 
special session will be called to 
address the issue.

Why have Florida legislators 
chosen to reject Medicaid expan-
sion again this year, even with the 
$51 billion promised over the last 
decade from the federal govern-

ment? The expansion would help 
the 750,000 low-income Florida 
residents who have found they 
were making too much money 
for Medicaid but not enough to 
afford insurance. 

Consider the case of 32-year-
old Charlene Dill of Orlando, 

Fla., who died last month because 
she was in that unfortunate situ-
ation. She made $9,000 a year. 
She could not afford insurance for 
her documented heart condition, 
and she was denied Medicaid 
because, even with three children 
to support, she made too much 
money.

“People like Charlene are dy-
ing,” said Monica Russo, state 
council president of the Service 
Employees International Union, 
at a press conference after Dill’s 
death. “The thing is, the resources 
are there to pay for it. That’s 
what’s so mind-boggling about 
this situation. The money is there; 
it’s on the table.”

Florida hospitals  also are 
expected to feel the monetary 
impact of the legislative inaction. 

And Florida is not alone, since 
24 other states have also turned 
down Medicaid expansion.

The Affordable Care Act, 
known as Obamacare, was signed 
into law March 23, 2010. The 
mammoth legislation represented 
the culmination of an intense pub-
lic battle centered on health care 
in this country. 

Needless to say, the ACA was 
filled with countless hidden 
provisions and even lesser known 
ramifications. One of its key 
pillars was the disallowance of 
pre-existing conditions as restric-
tions to health-care insurance. 
This provision ensured that mil-
lions of Americans would have 
access to health-care insurance. 
Left unchecked, the removal of 
the pre-existing conditions clause 
would foreseeably result in the 
financial demise of the third-party 
payers.  

The ACA counteracted this 
economic threat to the financial 
stability of the nation’s insurance 
industry by imposing a mandate 
of participation in insurance 
coverage to all Americans, even 
those who were at a low risk.  

This “insurance mandate” 
served as the centerpiece and 
guarantor of the financial vi-
ability of the ACA, but it also 
inspired the greatest amount of 
ire from the electorate, which 
resulted in passionate displays of 
anger, countless scenes of citizens 
yelling at their seemingly obsti-

Continued on page 9 f
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Blues and barbecue a success CHERE SIMMONS PHOTO

... despite the weather
The Firehouse Cultural Center hosted its inaugural Blues and 
Barbecue fundraiser last Saturday despite the heavy rain that 
preceded the event. The late afternoon schedule gave the clouds 
a chance to roll back and welcome the crowd of supporters who 
came for barbecue and music. Pictured above is the barbecue 
committee: Charlotte Clark, FCC executive director Georgia Va-
hue, Joe Hervey, FCC facilities coordinator Frances Hereford, and 
Deb Adams.   More on page 2.
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SuperSoft Sale

ONLY CARPET ONE HAS YOU TOTALLY COVERED.

$25 to $100
rebate per unit*

DOVE INTERIORS FLOORING & WINDOW TREATMENTS
2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin • 813-645-8660

(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B)

www.DoveInteriorsGallery.com • www.DoveInteriorsCarpetOne.com
Your Flooring & Window Treatment Experts....22 Years Strong!

2011 & 2012

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

|  DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY  |  BACKSPLASHES  |  CARPET  |
|  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS  |

Tigressá Softstyle is the carpet choice
for luxurious softness and exceptional durability.

It’s the softer, stronger carpet!
And for even more luxurious softness, try our Tigressá Cherish brand 

featuring the softest feel of our Tigressá carpets, delivering the ultimate 
level of comfort. You can count on Tigressá carpets to deliver the 
perfect combination of comfort and strength for long-term wear.

Subject to credit approval. Offers cannot be combined with other discounts or promotional offers and are not valid on previous purchases.

Light that inspires.

On select Tigressá® Cherish 
and Tigressá® SoftStyle carpet

Through June 26, 2014

24-HOUR
TOWING

FREE DIAGNOSTICS
SUN POINT AUTOMOTIVE

A/C CHECK
$1995

+ Freon

FREE Mount 
& Balance 
with purchase of 

4 tires

BRAKE BUNDLE
$150
Per Axle + Tax

OIL CHANGE
$1995
Up to 5 qts.

SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE $4995 
Up to 5 qts.

EMERGENCY
SERVICES

Mon.-Fri.  8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

813-645-7653    2212 E. College Ave. (S.R. 674) 

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic

Drs. Ott, Langston,Waldy  & Heaton

PET TIP: Don’t confuse your fun with your dog’s 
fun. What is enjoyable for you may not be enjoyable 
to the dog. All dogs are different and enjoy different 
things. You can’t assume if it is fun for you,  
or another dog, that it is equally fun for every dog.

The Firehouse was ablaze with talent chere simmons photo

“Victoria Hawkes,” featuring Victoria Ginty and Mike Ivey, were the live entertainment during the Fire-
house Cultural Center’s Blues and Barbecue fundraising event last Saturday in Ruskin. The  evening 
concluded with blues artist George Worthmore performing in the Firehouse Pub. For more information 
about the FCC and its schedule of events, visit www.FirehouseCulturalCenter.org.

Family and friends are mourning 
the death of a Ruskin man who 
died after stopping to help a fellow 
driver.

“We cried so hard and still can’t 
believe this has happened,” said 
Chelsea Taylor, whose husband 
was a close friend of the victim. 
“God has another hero and angel 
with him.”

Chad Louis Ries was killed May 
2 at 10:30 p.m. when he stopped 
on U.S. 41 at Mirabay Boulevard.

Ries, 32, whose wife, Christen, 
was with him in his Volkswagen at 
the time, had pulled over to see if 
two drivers involved in an earlier 
accident needed help. 

Ries was struck by a 2003 Ford 
F-150 as he exited his vehicle, 
according to a report from the 
Florida Highway Patrol. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene. His 
wife was not injured. 

The driver of the Ford, Angel 
Hernandez, 22, of Ruskin, and his 
passenger, Andrew Hernandez, 22, 
of Riverview, were not injured.

Deputies said alcohol did not 
play a role in the crash. 

Ruskin man killed 
helping stranded driver 
on U.S. 41, Apollo Beach

Chad Louis Ries

The investigation is continuing.
“My thoughts and prayers to his 

family and friends,” said Brenda 
Lea Buckhanan on Facebook. 
“Everyone should always move 
over a lane if someone is broke 
down on the shoulder or pulled 
over.”

“What an unbelievable turn of 
events,” said Laura Anne Motter. 
“Prayers are with his family for 
this brave young soul.”

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call 813-645-2273.

Oreo
Oreo is a handsome boy with a 

loving personality. Unfortunately, 
his owners could no longer care 
for him, but he had the good 
fortune to be brought to C.A.R.E.   

He has 
been busy 
flirting with 
the gals 
in his cat 
condo and 
watching 
the birds 

from the lanai. But he would 
really like to find his forever 
home. C.A.R.E. recommends a 
single-cat home. Won’t you come 
and give Oreo a second chance at 
happiness? Oreo is neutered, fully 
vaccinated and microchipped. 
DOB: June 2, 2011. 
photos marlene GreenberG

Ralphie
Ralphie is a fun, spunky little 

guy who came to C.A.R.E. as a 
stray found in Ruskin. He has 

candle-flame-
shaped ears, 
a soft cream-
colored coat 
and dark 
brown eyes. 
Like most 
puppies, he 
loves playing 
and getting 

attention. He’s content doing 
anything from playing tug-of-
war to just being held and loved 
on. Won’t you stop by to spend 
some time with Ralphie?   As part 
of Ralphie’s adoption, he will 
be neutered, microchipped and 
brought current on routine vacci-
nations. DOB:  October 31, 2013.

C.A.R.E. is an all-volunteer, nonprofit 501(c)3 organization (59-3678003) registered 
with the Fla. Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer Services, No. CH-14526. The shelter 
is funded solely through donations, adoptions, spay/neuter fees, fundraisers and small 

grants. For more information, volunteer opportunities or donations, please visit our web-
site (careshelter.org) or call us at 813-645-2273. We are very grateful for your support. 
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PARRISH
8348 U.S. 301 N.
Corner of US 301 and 
Old Tampa/Erie Road, 

just past CVS

941-723-1111
VOTED BEST!

www.FerrarosRestaurantGroup.com
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m-10 p.m. • Sun. 12-9 p.m.

$5 Off
any purchase of 

$25 or more

$2 Off
any lunch

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 5/15/14

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 5/15/14

®
CARDS

2  $22 Wednesday only
Choose from: Baked Ziti, Pasta & Meatballs, Manicotti, 
Cheese Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, or Lasagna, with: 
2 House Salads,
2 Soft Drinks, Garlic Bread,
2 Small Cannoli

2  $22 Wednesdays & Thursdays
Choose from: Baked Ziti, Pasta & Meatballs, Manicotti, 
Cheese Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, or Lasagna, with: 
2 House Salads,
2 Soft Drinks, Garlic Bread,
2 Small Cannoli

for

for

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 5/14/14

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 5/8/14

Approx. 19 minutes south of Sun City Center

2s are WILD on

2s are WILD on

CHOOSE YOUR WEDNESDAY

We welcome all 
our Friends from 

the SCC area
Bring your family

and friends.

They will
Thank You!

Mother’s Day Special Menu
ALSO REGULAR MENU

Wishing all Mothers a very, 
very Happy Mother’s Day

OPEN
NOON - 9 PM

3 Generations of Excellence! VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

United Methodist Church of Sun City Center

JUNE 16-20
9 a.m. to noon

FREE!  FREE!
Call to reserve your space

634-2539 x214
We Love Kids!

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

Over

1979

Extraordinary Mountain Home
LIVE AS IF YOU’RE ON VACATION!

Spend cool summers in 
North Carolina mountains. 
Swim, golf, tennis, trout 
fishing, hiking in beautiful 
Linville Land Harbor. Home 
is on one acre + wooded lot. 
3BR/2.5B, 
oversized 2-car garage, 
2 large decks. 

www.LinvilleLandHarbor.com or NorthCarolinaLand.com

813-645-3529
Ken Knox, Contractor Lic: #RX0057641Glass Rooms, Screen 

Rooms, Screen Fronts, 
Garage Screens, Pool 
Enclosures, Carports, 

Vinyl & Acrylic Windows, 
Roof Overs, Awnings,

House Windows

Shanahan Podiatry, PA

Ph: 813-634-0664 Fax: 813-634-0668

Legislators fail to vote on trauma centers
2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

By  ■ LIA MARTIN
lia@observernews.net

Because of Florida’s three-year 
legal dispute between “safety 
net” urban hospitals and suburban 
trauma care centers, state 
senators and representatives alike 
introduced multiple bills this year 
to settle the differences. 

But when the legislative session 
adjourned, lawmakers went 
home without voting on key bills 
concerning trauma care centers.

The legislation they cast aside 
would not only keep three trauma 
centers open in Manatee, Pasco 
and Marion counties and give 
guidelines for future trauma care 
centers but also would help to 
protect the consumers, namely 
patients. Historically, safety net 
hospitals provide a significant 
level of care to low-income, 

vulnerable and uninsured 
populations.

But one, Blake Medical Center 
in Bradenton, serves clients 
suffering severe trauma in 
Manatee, Sarasota, and Desoto 
counties, plus south Hillsborough 
County.

The lawsuit centers on the fact 
that the Florida Department of 
Health allowed the trauma centers 
in Manatee, Pasco and Marion 
counties to open in 2011 and 
2012, using an invalid rule in 
granting the approvals. The DoH 
will not be allowed to approve 
any new trauma centers until July 
1, 2015, though the department is 
seeking a legal loophole to keep 
moving forward.

Florida senators and 
representatives alike authored 
bills to protect the trauma centers 

against the bigger public hospitals 
so that convenient services 
would not end at these smaller 
health-care facilities for Florida 
residents. However, lawmakers 
went home without passing 
Senate Bill 1354 and Senate Bill 
1276, though representatives 
did pass House Bill 7113, with 
a 115-page amendment, minutes 
before the legislative session 
ended. The Senate did not take up 
the House bill. That was expected 
because HB 7113 was considered 
a legislative “train” that had had a 
preponderance of issues tied to it, 
even though lawmakers stripped 
the bill Thursday. 

“We are certainly disappointed 
that the legislative session 
ended without much-needed 
trauma legislation,” said Melissa 
Morgan, spokeswoman for Blake 

Medical Center. “Trauma patients 
throughout Florida that receive 
treatment at trauma centers such 
as the one at Blake Medical 
Center would have benefited from 
the creation of a foundation for 
a 21st-century statewide trauma 
system.” 

She said, “Our trauma center 
has had the opportunity to serve 
Manatee, Sarasota, and DeSoto 
counties for almost three years 
now, providing lifesaving trauma 
care to over 2,600 trauma 
patients. We will continue to fight 
in the division of administrative 
hearings, the courts and the 
legislature to ensure that our 
trauma center remains open for 
the citizens and visitors in these 
communities.”

As always, there are two sides 
to every issue.

Investigative reporting done by 
Tampa Bay Times reporters this 
past year also dug up evidence 
that the smaller trauma centers 
were consistently charging 
extremely large admission fees 
to trauma patients in comparison 
with those fees charged by 
the safety net hospitals. Three 
Hospital Corp. of America trauma 
centers topped the list: Blake 
Medical Center in Bradenton, 
Regional Medical Center in Pasco 
County and Ocala Regional 
Medical Center.

To complicate matters, a non-
profit seniors’ organization, 60 
Plus Association, has sponsored 
ads targeting Tampa General 
Hospital, Bayfront Health and 
St. Joseph’s Hospital. The 
advertisements contend that these 
hospitals have been trying to 
squeeze out the smaller suburban 
trauma care centers across the 
state, even though administrators 
say their role is important because 
a traumatic injury needs to be 
treated immediately at a nearby 
facility. 

Though HCA supports the ads, 
it is not saying whether it paid for 
them. Also, the senior advocacy 
group is not required to disclose 
its donor list because it is also 
considered a political advocacy 
group. 

Meanwhile, the conservative 
advocacy group is spending 
$250,000 this year on a “Save Our 
Trauma Centers” drive.

The types of traumatic accidents 
found in urban areas differ from 
those in suburban areas. Basically, 
insurance companies pay for 
automobile accidents, but not 
for injuries happening from gun 
or knife fights. The larger urban 
areas also include the uninsured, 
which puts another dynamic into 
play when keeping hospitals open 
is considered a crucial element. 

Insurance companies also seem 
to be getting involved in this 
battle, while Florida residents are 
wondering where they will go 
for immediate, acute care in the 
future.

The Health Innovation 
subcommittee sponsored HB 
7113, with Rep. Jason Brodeur, 
R-Sanford, and Rep. Greg Steube, 
R-Parrish, introducing it. It was 

Continued on page 12 f
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813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza • YourEyeDoctors.com  

Our patients say it best…
“Dr. Davis provided compassionate care.  He was patient, kind 

and professional. I felt very safe and confi dent with his diagnosis!” 

~  Seville P.

• Fellowship-Trained Cornea Specialist 
 and LASIK & Cataract Surgeon

• Specialized Training and Expertise in: 
 Advanced Lens Implants/Crystalens, ReSTOR, Toric, 
 Cornea Transplants/DSEK, Dry Eye Disease

 Your Eye CareTrust
to Specialists.

Jeff rey Davis, M.D.

Call today to schedule your comprehensive 
eye exam with Dr. Jeff rey Davis.

Medicare & Most Insurance Plans Accepted.

Board-Certified Ophthalmologist

South Bay Internal Medicine
Dr. Donald Behnke, M.D. & Dr. Mark Overman, M.D., F.A.C.P.

W E L C O M E S
Lindsey A. Overman, PA-C

1901 Haverford 
Ave., Suite 101

Sun City Center
(Located behind

South Bay Hospital)

• Internal Medicine & 
Geriatrics

• Diplomates, American 
Board of Internal 

Medicine
Hours by Appointment

(813) 634-9284

Sun City Dental Center

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for 
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other 

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the 
advertisement for the free service, examination or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case
** Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity / type of case 

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

(813) 633-2636
General Dentist

727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Thomas A. DeVol,
D.D.S., P.A.

Practicing Dentistry
for 26 years

Chuck Fredericks,
Lab Technician,

41 years experience

In-House Denture Lab
• Same Day Relines and Repairs
• Fillings, Crowns and Bridges

• Focused on Economical Treatment 
Choices

• Full Upper and Lower Dentures 
Made in Just One Week**

New Patients and Emergencies 
Are Always Welcome

Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

Limit one per patient.
Exp. 5/31/14

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 5/31/14

 0210 0150

To me, one of the most treasured 
items I have is the love and 
understanding of my friends. 
Friendship is a complex process, 
but if we look 
at its various 
parts, it might 
be easier to 
unders tand . 
T h e s e 
t h o u g h t s 
are what I 
consider the A 
through Z of friendship.

A friend…
Applauds my successes and 

shares my sorrows.
Believes in me even when I doubt 

myself.
Cares about me when the world 

at large has given me the cold 
shoulder.

Delights in helping me grow.
Enables me by lending me their 

skills to supplement my own.
Fills my heart with joy.
Gives without worrying if they 

will be given to in return.
Holds my hand when I am afraid.
Illuminates my life with a bright 

smile when I need one.
Joins with me in this journey 

By William Hodges

called life, helping to share the 
load.

Keeps me going by encouraging 
me.

Loves me even through the times 
when I may not be very lovable.

Magnifies my strengths and 
minimizes my weaknesses.

Nurtures my dreams and helps to 
make them realities.

Offers to do what they can 
whenever they can, without thought 
of reward.

Pampers me when I am feeling 
low.

Quietly listens when I have 
things in my heart that I must tell an 
understanding ear.

Refuses to give up on me when 
others have.

Sits not in judgment, but rather 
stands in support of me.

Takes time to keep in touch, 
whether they’re across the street or 
around the world.

Understands when I fall short.
Values me as a human being and, 

in doing so, confirms my sense of 
self-worth.

Widens my view of the world by 
helping me to see it through their 
eyes.

Xcites me to greater achievement. 
(It is a poor mind that can think of 
only one way to spell a word.)

Yields to me sometimes when they 
might rather go their own way.

Zeros in on my needs and helps  
me achieve them.

Well, there you have it, what I 
think friendship is all about. 

There is one other thing I should 
mention. Whatever I expect of my 
friends, I must be willing to give 
them in return. Friendship may be 
as simple as A B C, but maintaining 
it is a full-time job. So start now 
and give to others what you expect 
of them, and it truly will be a better 
future for all.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network, that airs Mondays 
at 8 p.m. (Bright House channel 950, 
Verizon channel 30) and Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. (BH channel 949, Verizon 
channel 36). The shows can also 
be viewed at www.hodgesvideos.
com.  Phone: 813-641-0816. Email: 
bill@billhodges.com  Website: www.
billhodges.com

Positive Talk: Friendship — as simple as A B C

Adventure into 
recreation with 
county park 
camps

The lazy days of summer are 
never boring with Hillsborough 
County’s Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department.

Children ages 6 to 16 can en-
joy recreation, outdoor adventure, 
field trips and learn to play new 
sports during a series of two-week 
camps from June 16 through Au-
gust 8. Camps will be held on 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
various locations around Hillsbor-
ough County. 

Offerings include Fine Arts 
Camp, Nature Camp, Teen Camp 
and Traditional Summer Camp.  
Therapeutic Camps will be offered 
at the Bakas Equestrian Center. 

Hillsborough County’s newest 
camp offering is the Guy Harvey 
Saltwater Fishing Camp, featuring 
supplies donated by the famous 
Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation.

Online registration for Hills-
borough County’s summer camps 
opened on May 7 at noon and will 
remain open until camps are full.
Registration can be done online 
www.HillsboroughCounty.org/
SummerCamps or onsite at any 
Rec2Six Camp Day locations.

Discounts
Anyone wishing to receive a 

discount on summer camps must 
create an online profile and bring a 
Free/Reduced Lunch Letter to any 
Rec2Six location for qualification 
before completing camp registra-
tion.

For more information, visit the 
Parks, Recreation and Conserva-
tion Department at www.Hillsbor-
oughCounty.org/Parks or call 813-
635-3500.

Post-Polio Syndrome Support Group meets 
May 15

The Post-Polio Syndrome Support Group of Southern Hillsborough 
County will meet at noon Thursday, May 15, at Denny’s on  S.R. 674 in 
Sun City Center. This will be the group’s last meeting until September.   

The meeting is a pay-on-your-own luncheon gathering, with numer-
ous topics to be discussed. The group meets the third Thursday of every 
month, September through May, with no meeting in December.  

For reservations and more information, call Pam Vogelsang at 813-
642-8707 or email her at flgrammypam@yahoo.com. Put PPS in the 
subject box.

Support group for friends of those with 
mental health issues

Anyone with a friend or family member who struggles with mental health 
issues is welcome to the NAMI Support Group meeting held the second 
Wednesday of every month.

NAMI is the acronym for the National Alliance on Mental Illness, the larg-
est grassroots organization that advocates for the needs of those faced by ram-
ifications of mental illness and the lack of a coordinated system of care. 

The next support group meeting is from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, May 
14, at the Sun City Center Chamber of Commerce, 1651 SCC Plaza.

Join to help yourself and your loved one, or join to be part of an organiza-
tion that works to change the landscape for those who need mental health 
services.

For more information, call Karen at 813-634-6747.
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Robin RobeRts Photo
While spending time at Canine Cottage at All About Paws, Karmel 
liked to entertain the humans by rolling on her back and wiggling 
back and forth.

Almost human? 
By “ ■ KARMEL”
penny@observernews.net

My life used to be pretty 
dependable, but the last few 
months some strange things 

have happened to me, and until I 
got to go on vacation, I was be-
ginning to think maybe my human 
didn’t love me anymore.

For one thing, Grammy — that’s 
my human’s name — took away 
all my favorite foods.

I used to get nice big bowls of 
chunky canned meat mixed with 
some dry crunchy pieces and 

treats that looked like little bones. 
Grammy called them “cookies” 
but I knew they weren’t really 
cookies because the little hu-
man that lives in the house with 
us gives me cookies all the time 
behind Grammy’s back.

Grammy also stopped giving me 
table scraps. Oh, how I used to 
love those. Pieces of chewy meat, 
bread, even pieces off the edges 
of the little human’s sandwiches 
are yummy-yum good.

I couldn’t figure out why the 
humans suddenly stopped giving 
me these wonderful-tasting things 
and instead just gave me a small 
bowl of some dry mealy-stuff 
from a bag.

Then one day I heard some-
one say if I didn’t lose weight I 
wouldn’t get to live much longer.

Well, that made me realize my 
human was just doing what she’d 
always done — taking good care 
of me.

Like 12 years ago, when the 
first humans I lived with gave all 
my babies away and then said I 
was going to have to go to Death 
Row.  I heard them say it was be-
cause I was sick with something 
called heartworms.

Now I don’t know where Death 
Row is, but it didn’t sound like 
anybody was happy about me 
going there, so I was really glad 
that Grammy and her little human 
came to the place I was living and 
took me home. 

When they first got there, Gram-
my sat down on the floor and I 
put my head in her lap and stared 
at her and sent my thoughts to 
her with my eyes. She must have 
understood dog-telepathy because 
right then she told the people I 
was living with she wanted to take 
me home!

Since then, most of my days 
have been pretty much the same. 
I play in my yard or in the house 
and sleep on the floor at the foot 
of Grammy’s bed.

Every morning, Grammy sits 
on the couch in the living room 
wrapped in her soft, red blanket 
and drinks something from a big 
cup that smells just wonderful. 
But once she set it down, and 
I stuck my tongue in it and it 
burned like fire. I hope her insides 
don’t burn up from it, because she 
drinks it every day. Maybe her 
insides are tougher than mine.

Most of the time I’m alone 
during the day, so I try and talk to 
squirrels and rabbits when they 
come in the yard, and I’d do just 
about anything to get them to stay 
and play with me, but they never 
do. Maybe they’re afraid of me 
because I’m so big.

Once in a while, a human friend 
of Grammy’s stays with me for 
a day or two when my humans 
go somewhere, and that’s okay 
because they’re always nice to me, 
but nothing’s ever the same as be-
ing with my family. Except maybe 
vacation.

I think it was about 20 full 
moons ago when I first went to 
Doggie Camp. My first week at 
camp was at Camp Bow Wow, 
and I had a real good time. The 
next time I stayed away from 
home, I stayed at my doctor’s in 
the same building where I get my 
hair trimmed and my nails cut and 
sometimes get a special kind of 
bath. They’re nice to me there, but 
it isn’t like going to camp.

Two weeks ago, I was told 
Grammy had to go to someplace 
called New York City. Then I 
heard she was spending a week 
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Join us for a

complimentary Dinner

Sponsored by:
GULF COAST

INSURANCE
GROUP
1647 Sun City Center Plaza 
Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.gcinsurancegroup.com

a thoughtful, straightforward
discussion on

Ways to protect 
yourself in this
New Financial Era

at circleS Waterfront restaurant
Wed., May 21 • 3:00 p.m.
Tues., May 27 • 3:00 p.m.
Thurs., May 29 • 3:00 p.m.
1212 apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo Beach, FL 33572
Most suitable for ages 55 to 80

RSVP toll-Free 855-393-3552



MAY 8, 2014 OBSERVER NEWS • THE CURRENT • 7

Parents are faced with myriad de-
cisions while raising children. One 
subject that has made a powerful 
presence in recent years is edu-
cation. Public or private school? 
Secular? Parochial? Then  there is 
homeschooling. 

Choosing a private or public 
school can be influenced by  loca-
tion, cost, ratings, etc. But home-
schooling? There are a lot more 
decisions to be made. 

Guest columnist Barbara Baker 
of Riverview has attempted to take 
some of the guesswork out of the 
decision by writing a series of ar-
ticles that will answer many of the 
questions parents have about the 
ins and outs of homeschooling. 

Barbara was inspired by a fam-
ily friend with 11 years’ experience 
teaching at home. She put Barbara 
on the path to finding the answers 
needed for this series, and in turn, 
to enlighten you, our readers, on 
this important topic.

So, join us for the next few weeks 
on a journey down the path of 
home-based education.

— Editor 

Homeschool Laws
By  ■ BARBARA BAKER

Have you considered home-
schooling your child but hesitated 

due to concerns about the laws sur-
rounding such an endeavor?  Hills-
borough County makes it relatively 
easy to understand the requirements 
on its website (go to www.sdhc.
k12.fl.us/homeeducation).   The 
following is a bird’s-eye view of 
the requirements.

Before a parent submits a letter of 
intent (a suggested format is given 
on the website), he or she is advised 
to carefully consider their responsi-
bilities as outlined by Hillsborough 
County.   A parent must maintain 
a portfolio of records and materi-
als logging the student’s work and 
showing examples of it. This port-
folio must be made available to 
school officials upon request.  The 
parent must also provide for an an-
nual evaluation to document the 
student’s demonstration of educa-
tional progress at a level commen-
surate with his or her ability.  There 
are several ways this can be accom-
plished.  Two of those methods in-
clude taking an authorized national 
student achievement test or having 
a certified teacher administer the 
test under rules established by the 
school district.  These evaluations, 
and the professionals who admin-
ister them, are governed by the 
Florida Statutes. (We observed that 
certified teachers offer their evalu-

ation services on the Internet for 
a fee.)

If a student’s progress is not 
demonstrated as acceptable, the 
parents will have a year to pro-
vide remedial instruction, after 
which time the student shall be 
reevaluated. 

Home education students may 
participate in interscholastic 
activities, the Bright Futures 
Scholarship Program, and dual 
enrollment programs.  Home 
education students are eligible 
for admission to Florida College 
System institutions in accordance 
with the policies and procedures 
of the Board of Governors.  
Home education students are not 
required to take the FCAT.  Also, 
in order for homeschool students 
to receive a regular diploma, 
they must enroll in an accred-
ited high school to be awarded 
a General Equivalency Diploma ( 
GED ) by the State of Florida or 
use a curriculum provider that of-
fers credentials to the student.

According to Hillsborough Coun-
ty’s Office of Home Education 
website, “the Florida Virtual School 
(FVS) is the first statewide on-line 
high school in the nation that pro-
vides on-line courses to all students 
in affiliated school districts through 

HOMESCHOOLING - The ABCs for those who want to DIY

the State of Florida.  It is a no-cam-
pus high school that offers interac-
tive courses based on the Sunshine 
State Standards.   Hillsborough 
Virtual School (HVS) is a franchise 
of the Florida Virtual School and 
provides free on-line high school 
and middle school courses to home 
education students.”

The website is also helpful in pro-
viding guidelines for parents who 

Sarah Puebla (center) has been homeschooling her children for 11 
years. She was the inspiration behind the series of articles written 
by Barbara Baker on homeschooling.

are in the military. 
If you, as a homeschool parent, 

decide to withdraw from home-
schooling your child and wish to 
enroll your child in a public school, 
Hillsborough County provides a 
mechanism for terminating home-
school education.

NEXT WEEK: The pros and cons 
of homeschooling.

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perform inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 6/12/14

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.- Fri. 7:15 am-6 pm • Sat. 7:15 am-5 pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min. not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts. 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 5/22/14

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

Dixie Brady, a leader of the South Shore Young Professionals Asso-
ciation, organizes clothes for the April 26 Distribution Event.

Young Professionals group helps job seekers in  
South Shore find new outfits at the right price

The South Shore Young Profession-
als Association, or SSYPA, has been 
busy trying to make a difference in the 
lives of those in the community who 
need a helping hand with professional 
clothes for an interview or a new job. 

Over the past two months the asso-
ciation has been organizing a service 
project to collect men’s and women’s 
professional clothes and accessories 
from the community and Greater 
Riverview Chamber of Commerce 
members. 

The drive culminated on Saturday, 
April 26, with a Distribution Event 
at YMCA Camp Cristina, where in-
dividuals from the community were 
invited to “shop” for clothing and ac-
cessories at no charge. 

Job seekers were encouraged to sub-
mit their resumés for a chance to win 
a custom-tailored suit from Riverview 
Chamber member Scott Hardy, owner 
and wardrobe consultant of S. Alan 
Designs LLC. The lucky winner was a 
Riverview resident and decorated Air 
Force veteran who is currently looking 
for a position as a recruiter.

In addition to the enticement of a 
new outfit or two, beneficiaries were 
also given coupons for dry-cleaning 
services from Executive Dry Clean-
ers of Riverview and alterations from 
Mandy’s Mendings of Apollo Beach. 
Those looking for a job were able to 
meet with CareerSource and ECHO 
counselors to find out about resources 
available to them to support their job-

seeking activities and potentially pro-
vide assistance with food and cloth-
ing, should they need it.

“Through the generous efforts of 
South Shore Young Professionals 
Association, the Greater Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce and the Riv-
erview community, there was a large 
quantity of quality professional cloth-
ing donated,” said Christian Beiter, 
a leadership team member of the as-
sociation and partner of Preservation 
1st Financial Group LLC. “These do-
nations will have a lasting impact on 
the community at large, and we are 
very thankful for all the support.”

“We are planning that this will be an 
annual event,” said association leader 
Dixie Brady, an attorney at Pilka and 

Associates PA. “We have had a great 
response and are looking forward to 
more community involvement in fu-
ture years.”

The Young Professionals Associa-
tion is a personal and professional de-
velopment organization, designed for 
professionals, age 18 to 43, who live 
or work in the South Hillsborough 
County area. 

Regular events include an educa-
tional luncheon on the first Wednes-
day of every month, an after-hours 
social on the third Wednesday of the 
month and additional special events 
throughout the year. For more infor-
mation, call the Greater Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce at 813-234-
5944 or visit www.ssypa.org. 

SouthShore Regional Library
Kids program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652
Crafternoon — Thursday, May 8, 4:30 p.m.

For children ages 5-12 ~ Join the children’s librarian and create color-
ful and fun crafts to take home with you. Pre-registration is required. 
Register at the Reference Desk or call 813-273-3652. Funded by the 
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.
Bedtime Stories — Thursday, May 8, 7 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver ~ Stories, action rhymes, songs, interac-
tive activities and crafts make up this fun 30-minute program that cele-
brates a love of reading. Children may wear pajamas and bring a blanket 
and favorite cuddly toy.
Motion Commotion — Friday, May 9, 10:05 a.m.

For children 2-5 years with their caregivers ~ Move to the rhythm, 
dance to the beat! Shake and shimmy, tap those feet! Join us for this 
fun and very interactive preschool music and movement program as we 
shake some sillies out.
You, Baby & Yoga — Friday, May 9, 11:30 a.m.

For children up to 24 months and their caregivers ~ Bring baby along 
for a fun yoga practice with Lucky Cat Yoga. This class may include 
baby massage, interactive songs and dances or sharing a story with baby. 
Bring a towel or yoga mat and wear comfortable clothing. Funded by the 
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.
Pee Wee Artists: Let’s Create! — Saturday, May 10, 10:30 a.m.

Pee Wee Artists, 3-6 years, adult must be present, will join art instruc-
tor Margit Redlawsk and create an art project to take home. Limit 18. 
Registration required at either the Information Desk or by calling 813-
273-3652. Funding for this program provided by a grant from the Com-
munity Foundation of Greater Sun City Center.
Creative Artists: Let’s Create! — Saturday, May 10, 11:30 a.m.

Creative Artists, 7-11 years, will join art instructor Margit Redlawsk 
and have fun creating an art project to take home. Limit 22. Registra-
tion required at either the Information Desk or by calling 813-273-3652. 
Funding for this program provided by a grant from the Community 
Foundation of Greater Sun City Center.
Baby Time — Monday, May 12, 1:35 p.m.
           Tuesday, May 13, 11:35 a.m.
           Wednesday, May 14, 10:05 a.m.

For children up to 20 months and their caregivers ~ Early literacy be-
gins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes and 
songs in this 20-minute lap-sit program that introduces early literacy 
skills and encourages language development. 
Toddler Time — Tuesday, May 13, 10:05 a.m. and 10:35 a.m.
  Wednesday, May 14, 10:25 a.m.

For children 20-36 months and their caregivers ~ Stories, fingerplays, 
songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute program that 
highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readiness.
Story Time — Tuesday, May 13, 11 a.m.
            Wednesday, May 14, 11 a.m.

For children 3-5 years and their caregivers ~ Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness and social interaction. 
Creative Artists: Let’s Create! — Tuesday, May 13, 4:30 p.m.

Creative Artists, 7-11 years, will join our art instructor and have fun 
creating an art project to take home. Limit 22. Registration required at 
either the Information Desk or by calling 813-273-3652. 

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If 
you are interested in becoming a Member of the Friends of the Library, 
call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396. www.southshorefriends.com. 
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Pretty Clothes
Bargain Prices!

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

6410 Hwy. 41 N • Apollo Beach (Publix Shoppes of Apollo Beach) 813-641-8444

As seen in
Southern Living

Magazine

Now offering...
Fine Quality 

Home Interior Items
Sales Every Day!

DON’T FORGET
3rd Saturday of each 

month is our Customer 
Appreciation Sale

up to 75% OFF

Established
in 1946

We’ve installed over 150,000 
complete systems since we opened 

our doors!

5401 E. Sligh Ave. • Tampa

(813) 626-4111
alertac.com

Se Habla Español
CAC 1817351 • CFC 1428764

$59 Spring 
Tune-up
LIMITED TIME OFFER

Exp. 5/31/14 • See dealer for details

1702 S. Pebble Beach Blvd. • Sun City Center
Open Every Day 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. • 634-7900

MoTHER’S day MEnu
Garden Salad or Soup of the Day

And choice of

Prime rib of beef au JuS
Hand Rubbed with locally grown spices and Slow Roasted

Served with Baked Potato and Spring Vegetable Medley

WiLD CauGHT aLaSKa SaLmoN
with Lemon Dill Sauce 

Served with Rice Pilaf and Spring Vegetable Medley

SauTéeD LemoN CHiCKeN
Dusted with seasoning and sautéed in a creamy lemon caper sauce

Served with Rice Pilaf and Spring Vegetable Medley

CHar GriLLeD Ham STeaK
Honey Maple Glazed and Grilled over an Open Flame

Served with Whipped Mash Potatoes and Spring Vegetable Medley
And

Dessert
*Reservations accepted for parties of 5+

$19.95 per person

Golf Cart friendlyTH
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    THE SandPIPER GRILLE   THE SandPIPER GRILLE &
 Bunkers Pub

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Whenever my family comes 
down to Florida to visit me, I am 
thrilled to pieces to see them. My 
nephew and his kids are so much 
fun. But as much as I 
love them, by the end of 
the week, I am glad to 
see the minivan pull out 
of the slot and head on 
up the highway.

It’s the same feeling 
when we see RVs with 
plates from Up North 
hit the on-ramp to I-75, 
towing their cars behind 
them. We’ve spent sev-
eral months with our great friends, 
but it’s time for a little break.

We’ve had long lines every-
where, traffic tie-ups and no stools 
at the local pub since last October. 
Most of us year-rounders are ready 
to go back to a no-wait dinner and 
empty parking spots. It’s always 
a fun experience during The Sea-
son, but I have to admit I’m ready 
for a little peace and quiet at the 
Chamber so we can get some seri-
ous work done.

It’s hard to concentrate on strate-
gic long-range plans, educational 
programs and meetings with our 
civic leaders when we’re swamped 
with requests for directions to 
Busch Gardens and brochures 
on Weeki Wachee Springs. “The 
grandkids are coming for spring 
break  — where can I send them?”  
“Is it really worth the drive to the 
Shelby Gardens?”  “I need to fax 
this treatment plan to my real doc-
tor up north.”

And we’re not alone. There are 
lots of local businesses who think 
of off-season as a time to relax. 
But not so fast! There are many 
opinions on the percentage of us 
who are here year-round, but they 

all say the number is significant. 
Fewer and fewer Snowbirds are 
gone longer than three months. 
Many are buying here and claim-

ing Florida as their pri-
mary residence.

This is great for our 
local businesses. How-
ever, all too often I hear 
business owners say 
they will back off on 
the specials and com-
mit to less advertis-
ing over the summer.  
To which I respond, 
“huh?”  What about the 

20,000 (give or take) of us who are 
still here wanting your products 
and services? Are we not worthy 
of specials? Do we not still read 
the paper and look for sales?

There are a few businesses that 
do more in the summer: air con-
ditioning and pool-cleaning com-
panies come to mind. But the 
restaurants, home improvement, 
financial planners and medical 
businesses should not fall into the 
mindset of “they’re gone.” We’re 
not. Those of us who remain are 
called “Frogs.”  (We’ll be here un-
til we croak . . ..)

In fact, many of us will want to 
get out and do more things now 
that the area isn’t so crowded. We 
will shop more, eat out more and 
visit local attractions more. We 
still need medical care and banks, 
health insurance and rides to the 
airport. But if we don’t see you 
promoting yourself, we may forget 
to patronize you!

So, please remember you have a 
loyal customer base who will re-
main here during the hot, humid 
rainy season, and keep those spe-
cials coming! We’re eager to do 
business with you!

By Dana Dittmar
Executive Director 
SCC Chamber of 
Commerce

You, me and business: 
End of Snowbird season

Brandon Coin Club shows start on May 17
The next Brandon Coin Club Coin & Currency Show is Saturday, May 

17, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Brandon Elks Lodge 2383, 800 Centennial 
Lodge Drive in Brandon.

There will be 30 dealers at 45 tables, free coin grab bags for children 
under 12, free appraisals and door prizes. 

Admission and parking are free, and food will be available onsite.
Hobo nickel-carvers will give free demonstrations all day. Independent 

Coin Graders, or ICG, will offer free verbal opinions and $10 slabbing.
Subsequent Coin & Currency Shows will be on July 26, Nov. 1, and April 

4, 2015.
The Brandon Coin Club is a 501(c)7 nonprofit organization that meets 

the third Tuesday of the month at the Brandon Elks Lodge.
For more information, call Mark Palermo at 813-719-5192, or email 

brandoncoinclub@tampabay.rr.com.
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$1.75 16oz.
Domestic Drafts

All Day Every Day

$1.75 16oz.
Domestic Drafts

All Day Every Day
At Sandpiper Grille

1702 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center

634-7900

RAYS Game Special
$2 16oz. Domestic Aluminum Bottles

$2 Jumbo Dogs / Brats 
While Game is on

Get the same deal while YOUR home team is on,
Just show ID with matching state.

NOW OPEN 
9AM - 9PM
EVERY DAY

*ALL SPECIALS ARE DINE IN ONLY, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

GOLF CART FRIENDLY

Dog Day Afternoonson the patioBring your friendly canine NOON TO CLOSE

Happy Hour
Wild Wings

50¢ Jumbo Wings
Every Day 

4pm to Close

Comfortable 
outside 

Smoking Patio
 ALL Day Specials
Bloody Sundays .................... $3 Make Your Bloody

Manic Mondays ...................... $4 Big Bowl O’ Mussels, $6 w/pasta

Two Dollar Tuesdays ............. $2 JUMBO Dogs/Brats w/chips

 $2 Cup O’ Chili, $2 Domestic Bottles

Happy Humpday ................... $5 Pulled Pork Sandwich $4 Bowl of Chili

Thirsty Thursday ................. $6 Pitchers Domestic Draft $4 Chili Fries

Fish FRYdays ......................... $5 Fish Sandwich with Chips

Swinging Saturdays .............. 50¢ JUMBO Wings ALL DAY Karaoke 4-8pm

Attention Express
Scripts Customers

Were you charged for expedited shipping on 
prescriptions without your approval between 

January 2013 and October 2013?

If so, you may be entitled to a refund of the charge. 
Please call Jason Whittemore, attorney at

Wagner, Vaughan & McLaughlin P.A.
(813) 225-4000

601 Bayshore Boulevard, Suite 910
Tampa, Florida 33606

• Dental Implants - Guided Implant Placement
• Bone Grafting
• Periodontal (Gum) Treatment
• Digital Radiography
• Periodontal Plastic Surgery
• Tissue Grafting
• Exposure of Impacted Teeth
• Sedation, Nitrous Oxide and Much More!

Dr. Thomas G. Rubino, D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Periodontal Specialist and Dental Implants

ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY DENTAL IMPLANT and PERIODONTAL EXAM
Call Us Today at One of Our Office Locations Below

703-A Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Phone (813) 633-1241
Fax (941) 792-3778

5460-C 63rd Street East
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34203

Phone (941) 755-0029
Fax (941) 792-3778

1906-G 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
Phone (941) 792-0029

Fax (941) 792-3778

Web: www.bradentonperio.com   |   Email: trubino@bradentonperio.com

BRING or MENTION THIS AD

nate congressmen and senators, 
and the birth of the Tea Party. 

However, the passage of the 
ACA did not serve to quiet 
anxiety among the constitu-
ency. Instead, President Obama’s 
signature only signaled a change 
of venue. With the act’s ratifica-
tion, the largely political and 
socioeconomic discussion became 
legal in nature. Within weeks of 
the ACA’s passage, questions as 

essential to our country’s fiber as 
the scope of the 10th Amendment 
and the relationship between the 
citizenry and the federal govern-
ment materialized in the form of 
legal challenges to the legislation.  

The cases quickly made their 
way through the various federal 
courts with answers from judges 
as varied as the opinions of the 
citizenry. It became apparent that 
a definitive answer was needed 

regarding the constitutionality of 
the insurance mandate, an answer 
that could only come from the 
nation’s highest court.

On Nov. 14, 2011, the Supreme 
Court decided to entertain the 
question regarding the constitu-
tionality of the ACA’s individual 
mandate. The Court had to wrestle 
with a very specific legal ques-
tion: Does Congress have the 
power to compel an individual to 
purchase a product, in this case 
health-care insurance, in order 
to address what it perceives as a 
monumental economic and soci-
etal problem? Phrased differently, 
does Congress have the authority 
to force an individual, who has 
opted to remain outside the stream 
of commerce, if only temporarily, 
to enter the stream at the time and 
manner of Congress’s choosing?

By January 2014, the ACA had 
enrolled three million people. 
In the end, eight million people 
signed up between the federal 
and state marketplaces in the first 
enrollment.

Another concern people had 
with the ACA was that young 
people would not sign up for 
insurance, causing premiums to 
skyrocket. 

However, 28 percent of new 
enrollees are between the ages of 
18 and 35 years old, dispelling 
that worry. 

Because ACA plans seem to 
be working, statistics show that 
59 percent of Americans want to 
keep the law in place, according 
to Health Care For Florida Now 
statistics.

Since Florida spoke out against 
the ACA, it was unlikely that Gov. 
Rick Scott would accept federal 
dollars to implement a federal 
exchange. 

Surprisingly, Florida was resis-
tant to establishing a state-based 
health insurance exchange, but 
has proved to embrace it.

More than 440,000 Florida resi-
dents enrolled, placing them just 
behind the California enrollment. 
Out of that number, 90 percent 
qualified for financial assistance.

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio is partly 
responsible for this change of 
heart. In 2008, he advocated 
Florida Health Choices as a 
better alternative to the federal 
exchange. 

Six years in the making, Florida 
Health Choices opened for busi-
ness with an inventory of products 
that cannot legally be marketed 
using the words insurance, cov-
erage, benefits or premiums, 

440,000 Florida residents enrolled in state plan; Medicaid expansion denied
Continued from page 1 f

according to Rose Naff, chief 
executive officer.

Naff indicates that the Florida 
health insurance marketplace is 
“not trying to meet the require-
ments outlined by Obamacare and 
there is no plan to offer broader 
insurance plans, which would 
meet the Obamacare standard.” 

Florida is one of the 15 states 
that run their own exchanges, 
while 36 states are enrolling 
in HealthCare.gov, the federal 
exchange.

Open enrollment for 2014 has 
ended, unless a Florida resident 
has a qualifying event that would 
make him a candidate for the 
special enrollment period. If a 
resident marries, gets a divorce, 
changes jobs or has a child he or 
she may qualify to still enroll. If 
a resident has already signed up 
and wants to change coverage, 
there may be a loophole so they 
can make a change in the special 
enrollment period. 

Otherwise, for all other Florida 
residents, open enrollment for 
2015 coverage begins Nov. 15, 
2014.

A complete explanation of the 
Florida Health Insurance Market-
place is online at www.health-
careforflorida.org. The website is 
a joint project of Progress Florida 
and FL CHAIN, or Florida Com-
munity Health Action Information 
Network. Their goal is to educate 
Floridians about new health cov-
erage opportunities. 

State Farmers’ Markets
n Brandon Fresh Market, Winthrop Town Center, Corner of 

Bloomingdale and Providence, Riverview. Open through May, Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; brandonfreshmarket@yahoo.com
n Plant City Market Place, 708 West Sam Allen Road, Plant City. 

Open year-round, daily 6 a.m. to 5 p.m.; pcfmarket@gmail.com
n Tampa Wholesale Produce Market, 2801 East Hillsborough 

Ave., Tampa. Open year-round, Monday through Saturday, 3 a.m. to 10 
a.m.; peterf.twpm@verizon.net
n Ybor City Saturday Market, Centennial Park, Ybor City, corner 

of Eighth Avenue and 19th Street, Tampa. Open year-round, Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; www.ybormarket.com
n Downtown Bradenton Farmers’ Market, Old Main Street 

(12th Street West), Bradenton. Open through May, Saturdays 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.; www.bradentonfarmersmarket.com
n Lakewood Ranch Farmers’ Market, Main Street, Lakewood 

Ranch. Open through May, Saturdays 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; pbjfernandez@
ij.net



10 • OBSERVER NEWS • THE CURRENT MAY 8, 2014

140501 HearUSA May Ad_Observer News Group_10x7.5 to run 5-8_02.indd   1 4/28/14   8:06 PM

Ribbon cutting held for Re-Grand Opening of PNC Bank
PNC Bank on Bloomingdale Avenue celebrated its Re-Grand Opening with a Greater Riverview Chamber of 

Commerce ribbon cutting on April 29. PNC branch manager Charita Calloway and her team are very excited 
about their new renovations.

PNC’s contribution to the communities in which their people live and work is primarily expressed through 
two significant initiatives — Grow Up Great and a commitment to green building practices. 

 If you would like to learn more, call Charita at 813-653-9904 or email charita.calloway@pnc.com or visit 
the PNC website www.pnc.com.

huth & booth photo

Singing, dancing and big production 
numbers at East Bay High School 

The final installment of the 2013 - 
2014 East Bay High School theater 
season will be ShowStoppers!!!! A 
Musical Revue, running Thursday 
through Saturday, May 15 - 17.  

Believing that the best part of any 
musical is the big production number 
that includes the entire cast with bril-
liant singing and dancing, ShowStop-
pers is filled with large-scale produc-
tion numbers from Broadway’s most 
popular shows.  

Learn interesting trivia about some 
of the most popular shows and delight 
in the best of the best that Broadway 
has to offer, as staged by the East Bay 

High School theater department.
Among the highlighted productions: 

The Sound of Music, Rent, Grease, 
Les Miserables, Wicked, Hair, Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat  and many more. So go out and 
join the  cast of more than 35 students 
—and even some talented alumni — 
for an evening you will not forget.

ShowStoppers takes place in the 
Kathryn Hill Auditorium, 7710 Big 
Bend Road, Gibsonton. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m.; the show starts at 7 p.m. The 
cost for students is $4; adults pay $6.

Call 813-671-5134, ext. 271, for 
more information.

huth & booth photo
Ibis Cove holds ribbon cutting in Riverview

KB Home has officially opened 
its new Ibis Cove subdivision in 
south Riverview. On April 22,  the 
Greater Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce conducted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony to mark the oc-
casion. Several chamber members 
were on hand to meet the KB staff 
and to tour the model homes.

Ibis Cove has 12 new floor plans 
with contemporary designs and a 
wide selection of upgrades and op-
tions. Residents at Ibis Cove will 
be close to Gulf Coast beaches, 
major employment centers, shop-
ping, dining, recreation and enter-
tainment.

Ibis Cove is within the South 

Fork community, just off U.S. 301. 
Stop by and have a look at this 
new, built-to-order community. 
You can also visit  www.kbhome.
com/new-homes-tampa/ibis-cove-
i-at-south-fork. For more informa-
tion, call Melissa Chipchak at 813-
324-2400 or email mchipchak@
kbhome.com.

Hillsborough County celebrates  
Older Americans Month

Hillsborough County Aging Services will celebrate Older Americans Month 
in May to recognize seniors for their contributions and provide information 
they can use to stay healthy and active. This year’s theme, “Safe Today. Healthy 
Tomorrow,” will focus on injury prevention.

According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, older 
adults are at a much higher risk of injury than the rest of the population, re-
sulting in at least 6 million medically treated injuries and more than 30,000 
deaths every year. During Older Americans Month, Aging Services will raise 
awareness by helping seniors control their safety and helping them live longer, 
healthier lives.

All Hillsborough County Senior Centers will celebrate National Senior 
Health and Fitness Day on Thursday, May 28.

Locally, the schedule is as follows:
Ruskin Senior Center
• Thursday, May 8, 10:45 a.m. — Falling Prevention Program
• Saturday, May 10, noon — Brain Health and Injury Prevention
• Thursday, May 22, 10:45 a.m. — Exercises for Better Balance
Oaks at Riverview Senior Center
• Thursday, May 8, 10 a.m. — Older Americans Month Celebration
• Monday, May 12, 11:30 a.m. — Book Club starts for Get Caught 

Reading Month
• Wednesday, May 13, 10 a.m. — Brain Health and Injury Prevention
• Thursday, May 15, 11 a.m. — Stetson Law presents “Senior Scams”
• Monday, May 19, 11 a.m. — Tampa Police Department presents “Be 

Safe” and police car demonstration
• Friday, May 23, 10 a.m. — Benefits of a Good Belly Laugh
• Wednesday, May 28, 11 a.m. — Aging Successfully
For more information on Aging Services events, call 813-272-5250 or 

visit HillsboroughCounty.org/aging.
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www.armandshearing.com

ACTUAL TESTIMONIALS Come see the hundreds of testimonials in our office

Mon., MAY 12th - Thurs., MAY 15th
813-990-0335

PSALM 118:13-14

Where Family Values Matter
OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT:

Continue to set the standards with our award-winning services•	
Proud to be the first company in the nation to advocate a •	
5-year warranty for our community
We will continue to keep it simple and straightforward — from •	
explaining test results to our pricing, which comes with a 
warranty
To continue to be an advocate for our community•	

Amazing!! 
Hearing aids 
have optimized 
my way of life!

Linda Bowker
Sun City Center

I can hear! These 
hearing aids are the 
greatest thing that 
have happened to 
me!!
Corinne Salonek
Bradenton

Christian principles 
and business 
practices is what 
I like best about 
Armand’s Hearing.

Mark Horton
Myakka

We accept all 
insurance
discounts

Remote
Microphone

THIS IS ALL YOU WEAR
• No big, bulky hearing aids • Hear clear & natural
• Simple, easy to use • Latest Wireless Technology
 (Better Synchronizing than Bluetooth)

Don’T BE FooLED BY InFErIor TEChnoLoGY!
Lowest price in the U.S.

$59850
EACH

(MSRP $1,995 each)
ITC

70% Off

• Fiber Optic Ear Inspection
• Complete Audiometric Testing
• In-House Repairs
• Consultations for You and Your Family
• Lifetime Service

As always, walk in for your FREE 
10-point cleaning inspection and 

1 FREE pack of batteries. *Limit 1 per coupon
Coupon valid at time of purchase only. 
Offer expires 5/30/14. • 35/40 db loss

SUN CITY CENTER
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. • Sat. by appt. 

1653 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573
In Payant Financial Plaza

813-990-0335

BRADENTON 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. • Sat. by appt. 

4229 14th St. W. • Bradenton, FL
In Office Depot Plaza 

941-357-2054

2009

2010

2011

2012
2013

2014

Armand’s Hearing 
would like to thank 
GOD and all of our 

voters, 

Moisture? No Sweat
Protection from moisture, •	
including perspiration and 
humidity
Shock protection•	
Protection from physical •	
vibrations
Zero failures from corrosion•	

$500
VouChEr

rEFEr A
FrIEnD

TrADE In
Your Old 

Hearing Devices

$500 off
Toward any 
advance set 
of hearing 

devices.
1 per coupon

Expires 5/30/14
Not valid on prior purchases

and receive a

$100
Gift Certificate

New patient.
Must purchase an 

advance set of hearing 
devices.

Expires 5/30/14
Not valid on prior purchases

and receive 
$1200 off 

Toward any 
advance set of 

hearing devices.

1 per coupon
Expires 5/30/14

Not valid on prior purchases

for without you, we wouldn’t be
#1 every year.
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TINA HAMILTON, NP-C 
CERTIFIED: ADULT NURSE PRACTITIONER

HealthPoint Medical Group 
is pleased to welcome

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE - NURSING: 
St. Petersburg College
St. Petersburg, FL

University of Tampa
Tampa, FL

CLINICAL INTERESTS: 
Congestive Heart Failure, Hyperlipidemia and 
Hypertension. Served several years as an RN in a 
Cardiac Intermediate Unit, Progressive Cardiac Care 
and Post Anesthesia Care units.

MEMBER: 
American Association of Critical Care Nurses 
American Academy of Nurse Practitioners

Visit us at  
HealthPointMedicalGroup.com
for additional information.

Learn more about us at: 
YouTube.com/HealthPointDoctors   
Facebook.com/HealthPointMedicalGroupfree WiFi

Your Primary Care Team  Evidence-based, patient-centered care  
The tools and support you need to make good health choices 

FAMILY  MEDICINE IN RIVERVIEW 

10141 Big Bend Rd. 
Suite 101
Riverview, FL 33578

Please call us at 
(813) 397-1270
for appointments or more information.

MORIAM AYO-AMU, MD
BOARD CERTIFIED: 
FAMILY MEDICINE

VINCENT LAGANELLA, DO
BOARD CERTIFIED: 
FAMILY PRACTICE

FREDERICK TAYLOR, DO
BOARD CERTIFIED: 

GENERAL PRACTICE

®
CARDS

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

We are Hotdogging!We are Hotdogging!
Come in and enjoy a

FREE
HOT DOG

... or 4!

Friday, May 9
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at

1629 Sun City Center Plaza (near SCC Post O�ce) Golf Cart Accessible
813-633-7116

a full health-care bill, which 
would allow nurse practitioners 
to prescribe controlled 
substances; enforce stricter 
telemedicine regulations; allow 
for virtual doctor visits; and, more 
importantly, would allow the three 
HCA trauma medical centers to 
remain open, including Blake 
Medical Center in Bradenton, 
though fee restrictions would be 
applied. 

By Friday, lawmakers had 
stripped the nurse practitioner and 
telemedicine portions from the 
bill, and approved an amendment 
to revamp part of the bill that 
would ensure that the three 
trauma medical centers would 
remain open so the bill would 
pass.

Senate Bill 1354 revised 
contract requirements for 
Medicaid managed-care 
programs; the requirement 
of health insurers to use a 
standardized prior authorization 
form; established a process for 
providers to override certain 
treatment restrictions; prohibited 
an insurer from retroactively 
denying a claim in certain 

state’s Medicaid managed-care 
program.

Senate Bill 1276, also written 
by Grimsley, addressed limiting 
trauma service fees, requiring 
the Department of Health 
be restricted from verifying, 
designating or provisionally 
approving hospitals as trauma 
centers, and requiring that DoH 
convene the Florida Trauma 
System Plan Advisory Council by 
a specified date. 

An editorial recently published 
in the Tampa Tribune advised 
that these three trauma hospitals, 

Trauma centers
Continued from page 3 f

including Blake Medical Center, 
should be shut down to protect 
the market share of establishment 
hospitals in Tampa and St. 
Petersburg. In that editorial, it was 
argued that there were not enough 
good doctors to provide quality 
care in the new trauma centers, 
and that the larger public hospitals 
would lose some of their patients. 

However, patients needing 
immediate attention could 
have to travel an hour or more 
to an “established hospital,” 
which could be dangerous in an 
emergency situation.

circumstances, and so on. 
Written by Sen. Denise 

Grimsley, R-Sebring, it was 
expanded to protect trauma 
centers from potential lawsuits. 
However, these facilities would 
have to place a temporary $15,000 
cap on the trauma activation fees 
until July 2015; the DoH would 
have a one-year moratorium on 
allowing new trauma centers 
to be planned; and an advisory 
committee would be created to 
approve new trauma centers in 
the future. The bill also included 
regulation of certain aspects of the 

Ruskin VFW
Post #6287

Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 
U.S. 41 N, has listed the follow-
ing weekly activities. Meetings 
are: VFW and 
LAVFW on the 
2nd Wednesday 
each month; and 
MAVFW, 3rd 
Thursday each 
month. Chapel 
duty at the VA Hospital every Sun-
day all month, 8:30 a.m.

Friday, May 9 — Fish Fry 4:30 
p.m. Music by You 2 Kan 7 p.m. 
Cash Grab 8 p.m.

Saturday, May 10 — Dinner & 
movie, Grumpy Old Men. BBQ 
ribs half-rack, $8; full rack, $15. 
4:30-6 p.m.

Sunday, May 11 — Lounge 
Games 2 p.m. Music by Bert & 
Sassy 6:30 p.m. Queen of Hearts 
drawing 7:30 p.m.

Monday, May 12 —  Crew 
Games 6 p.m.

Tuesday, May 13 — Lounge 
Games 1-4 p.m. Bingo: Doors 
open 3 p.m., Bingo 6 p.m. Kitchen 
opens 4:30 p.m.

Ruskin Eagles Aerie 4351
Ruskin Eagles Aerie 4351 hosts meetings on Thursdays: Aerie at 7 

p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month; Auxiliary at 6 p.m. on 
the 2nd and 4th; Eagle Riders at 6 p.m. on the 3rd, at 1205 1st Street SW, 
Ruskin.

Upcoming Events
Friday  ............................................. 5:30 p.m. Kitchen opens. 
 .......................................................... 6 p.m. Feather Your Nest Game. 
Saturday, May 10   ......................... 5 p.m. Steak Dinner. 
 .......................................................... 6:30 p.m. Music by Salvador    
Sunday  ..........................................................$1 draft beer all day and evening.
Monday ........................................... 6 p.m. Bingo.  
Tuesday  ........................................... $1 draft beer all day and evening.
Wednesday ...................................... Come on down and socialize. 

For more information, call 813-645-2922.
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Attention BABy Boomers And retirees
70 million + (10,000 a day) are getting ready to retire!

Are you ready?
To learn more about Social Security and how it can play an  

important role in your retirement income planning, please join us:

you will leArn the following:
• will social security still be there for me in the future?
• can i work and still receive benefits?
• how do i decide when to collect?
• how can i utilize spousal benefits?
• do you have a retirement income strategy in place?
• how delaying your benefits could mean up to 
76% more money in your pocket

• strategies to help maximize benefits

RSVP to LiLLiAn: 813-633-7333

DAtE: Wednesday, May 21, 2014
tiME: 11:00 a.m.

PLACE: PAYAnt FinAnCiAL PLAZA
Gourmet lunch to follow

1653 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

SPEAKER:
Tom Payant, C.E.O.

Payant Financial Services, Inc.

Thomas A. Payant offers securities and insurance services through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC.
Thomas A. Payant offers investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment

advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

To comply with IRS Regulations, we are informing you of the following: Any discussion or advice regarding tax issues
contained in this presentation was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, to avoid taxpayer

penalties. Anyone reading this presentation or contemplating a transaction discussed in this material should seek
advice based on your particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

1910 Haverford Avenue Suite 107
Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 633-0286
www.brandonorthopedics.com

Robert J. Maddalon, MD
John D. Okun, MD
Peter V. Lopez, MD
Steven M. Page, MD
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeons

Brandon Orthopedic Associates
721 West Robertson St., Ste. 102
Brandon, FL 33511
Phone: 813-684-3707

BRANDON ORTHOPEDIC ASSOCIATES
EAST BAY SPORTS MEDICINE & ORTHOPEDICS
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgery
Sports Medicine • Onsite Open MRI

Brandon Orthopedic Associates is one of the 
most respected and professional orthopedic 
and sports medicine practices in 
Hillsborough County. Our state-of-the-art 
facilities allow us to specialize in sports 
medicine, arthroscopic surgery, partial and 
total joint replacements of hip, knee and 
shoulder, hand surgery including endoscopic 
carpal tunnel release, finger joint replacement, 
complex surgery of the elbow, and ankle and 
foot injuries. Our compassionate and caring 
atmosphere is in two convenient locations near 
local hospitals and outpatient surgery facilities 
in Brandon and Sun City Center. We work 
relentlessly to provide the best care possible 
for every patient's unique orthopedic need. 

Dear Savvy Senior,
What types of senior discounts 

are available to older travelers? 
My husband and I are approaching 
retirement and love to travel, but 
love to save money, too.

Almost Retired

Dear Almost,
There is actu-

ally a wide va-
riety of travel 
discounts avail-
able to older 
travelers — 
usually starting 

at either age 50, 55, 60, 62 or 65.
But, you first need to be aware 

that when it comes to senior travel 
bargains, the “senior discount” 
may not always be the best deal. 

Hotels, airlines and cruise lines, for 
example, offer advanced bookings 
along with special deals and pro-
motions from time to time that may 
be a lower rate than what the senior 
discount is. Always ask about the 
lowest possible rate and the best 
deal available.

With that said, here’s a breakdown 
of some different senior travel dis-
counts that are available today.   

Club memberships: If you’re a 
member of AARP, there are doz-
ens of travel discounts available 
on hotels, rental cars, cruises and 
vacation packages. To find them, 
see discounts.aarp.org/travel or 
call 800-675-4318. Annual AARP 
membership fees are $16 or less if 
you join for multiple years.

If you don’t like AARP, there are 
alternative organizations you can 
join, like the Seniors Coalition or 
the American Seniors Association, 
that offer discounts on hotels and 
rental cars. 

Airlines: Southwest Airlines has 
the best senior-fare program in the 
U.S., offering discounts to pas-
sengers 65 and older. American, 
United and Delta offer some senior 
fares, too, but they are extremely 
limited. 

Trains: Amtrak provides a 15 
percent discount to travelers 62 and 
older, and a 10 percent discount to 
passengers over age 60 on cross-
border services operated jointly by 
Amtrak and VIA Rail Canada.

Bus travel: Greyhound offers a 
5 percent discount on unrestricted 
fares to seniors over 62. Peter Pan, 
which serves the Northeast region 
of the U.S., offers the same deal. 
Trailways, a privately owned bus 
company, also provides senior dis-
counts, but they vary by location. 
And most local bus lines and public 
transportation offer discounted se-
nior passes.

Car rentals: Most car rental 
companies offer 5 to 25 percent 
discounts to customers who belong 
to 50-and-older organizations like 
AARP. Discounts are also available 
to AAA members. To shop around 
for the best rental car deals, use 

travel aggregator sites like orbitz.
com or kayak.com.

Hotels: Most hotels in the U.S. 
offer senior discounts ranging be-
tween 10 percent and 30 percent 
off. Age eligibility will vary by ho-
tel. Hyatt offers one of the biggest 
discounts, up to 50 percent off, to 
guests 62 and older.

Cruises: Most cruise lines offer 
special deals to AARP members. 
But if you’re not a member, dis-
counts on some cruise lines (like 
Carnival, Norwegian and Royal Ca-
ribbean) are also available to pas-
sengers 55 and older. The best way 
to find these is to contact a travel 
agent, or check with the cruise line 
you’re interested in.

Restaurants: Senior discounts 
are fairly common at mom-and-
pop and family-style restaurants, 
as well as fast-food establishments. 
The discounts will range from free 
coffee, to drinks, to discounts off 
your total order. Chains known for 
their senior discounts or specials 
include Burger King, Chick-fil-A, 
Church’s Chicken, Dairy Queen, 
Dunkin’ Donuts, IHOP, Subway 
and Wendy’s.

Entertainment: Most movie the-
aters, plays, ballets, symphonies, 
museums, zoos, aquariums, golf 
courses and even ski slopes pro-
vide reduced admission to seniors 
over 60 or 65. If you’re over 62, 
you’re also eligible for the popu-
lar “America The Beautiful Senior 
Pass,” which provides a lifetime 
entry to 2,000 national parks and 
recreation sites. You can obtain this 
pass in person at one of the federal 
recreation sites for $10, or through 
the mail (see store.usgs.gov/pass/
senior.html) for $20.

To look for other travel discounts, 
see seniordiscounts.com, a great 
website that lets you search by lo-
cation and category for free.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit SavvySe-
nior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor 
to the NBC Today show and author 
of The Savvy Senior book.

Travel discounts available to older travelers
THE SAVVY SENIOR

By Jim Miller

2nd annual Happy Bald Day in Ybor
From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. this Satur-

day, May 10, Ybor City Market will 
host its 2nd annual Happy Bald Day, 
sure to be a hair-raising event for ev-
eryone involved.

Bald — and almost bald — indi-
viduals can enter their “baldness” in 
various contest categories: smooth-
est; youngest/oldest; going bald; and 

best decorated.
In addition, barbers will be on site 

to provide shaves for a donation. 
Ybor City Saturday Market in 

Centennial Park (corner of 8th Av-
enue and 19th Street) is the site for 
Happy Bald Day.

Go on out and enjoy the music, the 
shopping and, of course, the contest.

(813) 436-6945
1901 Haverford Ave., Suite 109

Sun City Center, FL

Angela Rose Shanahan, MSA MBA
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DONATE!CARS, TRUCKS,
BOATS, RVs

  Please Help Fight

FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE
RECEIVE BLUE BOOK VALUE 800-714-3575

American Children’s Society
Florida Reg. #CH11978 - An IRS Recognized Non-Profi t 501(c)3 Organization

Making a difference for a child!

We also accept collectibles, 
appliances, furniture, etc.

Receipts on the spot and IRS forms sent directly to you!

FAST & FREE PICK UP
Vehicles Running  or Not - NO Restrictions

FREE $200 Gas Rebate Card
WITH YOUR VEHICLE DONATION. CALL FOR DETAILS.

Meal preparation•	
All transportation•	
Incontinence care•	
Alzheimer’s care•	
Light housekeeping•	

Companionship•	
Laundry•	
Personal care•	
Respite Care•	
2 Hour limit•	

We handle claims for most long-term care insurance

NO CONTRACT

IN-HOME CARE
14 years 
strong in

Sun City Center
FREE ASSESSMENT

PERSONALIZED CARE
CNAs, LPNs and Caregivers 

available to assist with ANY need.
Medication set by a nurse

Background checks 
•	Bonded	•	Licensed		•	Insured	•	Nurse	Registry	#30211040

CHECK OUT OUR LOW RATES

$33.................before noon
$28 ....................after noon
$25.............. after 2:00 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 6/1/14

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, 
Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

813.645.2000

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING

Steaks, Seafood, Burgers and 
Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
LIVE MUSIC

Every Wed. & Sat. 6-10 p.m.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
OPEN Mon.- Sun.  8 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Food Served  8 a.m.- 8 p.m.
 Bright House NFL TV Sunday Ticket

2034 Pier Drive • Ruskin, FL 33570
813-638-1005

943 Tenth St. E., Colonial Center
Palmetto • 941.417.7914

OPen 7 Days a Week

Coconut Shrimp

Prime Rib
Salmon with Cucumber Dill

Maryland-Style Crab Cakes

EARLY 
BIRD 

SPECIAL
2-5 p.m.

Buy 1 Entree
& 2 Beverages

GET 2ND 
ENTREE

1/2 OFF
With coupon

Expires 5/22/14

FREE Drink
Well Drink, 

Select Draft Beer 
or House Wine

with purchase of Entree
With coupon • Expires 5/22/14

not valid with any
other offers

We take 
any size 

reservation
Call

941.417.7914

Make your 
Mother’s Day 
reservations 

NOW! HAPPY 
HOUR 

11 a.m.- 7 p.m.
Full Liquor 

Bar

Fish & 
Chips $8 
EVERY DAY

11 a.m.-
5:30 p.m.

Great Steaks, Chops & Fresh Seafood

PAIN?
$20 ACUPUNCTURE
Most Insurance Accepted

813-331-3940
www.SunCityCenterIM.com

Attendees at last year’s Nautical Open House.

Annual Nautical (and Fishing)  
Open House returns to Apollo Beach

It is billed as “huge” and it proves it year after year. The Huge Nautical 
(and Fishing) Open House will again be hosted by Land’s End Marina 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 7, with the proceeds to benefit 
the boating safety education programs of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 75 Ruskin.

Vendors:  You will be amazed by how inexpensive it is to exhibit.  Call 
Pat Stone at 813-651-1763 to register. A limited number of booth loca-
tions are available. So, go look in the garage, look in the basement, look 
in the shed, look in the deck box and your boat hatches.

Buyers: Need to update your boat’s equipment?  Need more fishing 
gear?  This is a place to save a lot.

Flotilla 75 Auxiliarists will be on hand to answer questions, provide 
brochures on Tampa Bay fishing and boating. Complimentary Vessel 
Examinations can be arranged at the event. Information on Safe Boating 
classes will be available.  Refreshments will be available.

Land’s End Marina, 1220 Apollo Beach Blvd., is a full-service marina 
specializing in customer satisfaction. 

Cinco de MEOW lasts through Mother’s Day
Celebrate Be Kind to Animals Week with Cinco de MEOW. Adopt any feline 

for just $5 at Hillsborough County’s Pet Resource Division, 440 N. Falkenburg 
Road, Tampa.

This purr-fect adoption special continues through Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11.
The $5 fee includes spay/neuter surgery, microchip, rabies vaccination and pet 

registration. Adoption hours are 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. daily.

Air Force
Air Force Airman Mark C. Cameron graduated from basic military train-

ing at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.
Cameron is the son of Craig Cameron of Brandon and Chrisje Mays of 

Riverview. He is a 2013 graduate of Bloomingdale High School, Valrico.
Air Force Airman Sean D. Mortenson graduated from basic military train-

ing at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.
Mortenson is the son of Angela and Kenneth Mortenson Jr. of Apollo 

Beach. He is a 2011 graduate of East Bay High School, Gibsonton.
Air Force Airman Luis D. Valencia graduated from basic military training 

at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.
Valencia is the son of Inocencio Valencia of Brandon and Delcida Candelo 

of Gibsonton. He is a 2013 graduate of Tampa Bay Technical High School.
These airmen completed an intensive, eight-week program that included 

training in military discipline and studies, Air Force core values, physical 
fitness and basic warfare principles and skills.

Airmen who complete basic training earn four credits toward an associate’s 
degree in applied science through the Community College of the Air Force.

In Uniform
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Commercial Quality Outdoor Furniture

Furniture is perfect for 
beach, pool deck, sundeck, 

front porch or around the fire 
pit. Solid and sturdy, built 

with comfort in mind.

 

S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75   813-641-0090

Material

Happy Mother’s Day!

Game Table Set 42” Round Table Set

Lifestyle Remodeling
®

®

License #CGC1518164

0% 
Financing 
Available 

WAC

WALK-IN TUBS 
& SHOWERS

• Safety • Comfort • Independence
813-448-3711

www.LifestyleRemodeling.com

20-40%
OFF from

National Tub
Companies

Shell Point Road E.

College Ave. (SR 674)

To Sun City Center

U
.S

. 4
1

3 Great Dinner 
Specials*

Caribbean Grilled 
Swordfish
YYY

Tournedos of Beef 
Princesitas
YYY

Wild Mushroom & 
Lobster Ravioli

Enjoy our 
Homemade 

Sangria, Wine 
& Beer

*Dinner Specials served 
Sunday, May 11

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dine-in Only

Ybor Grille
Food & Spirits

Treat “Mom” to a Spa!!!

$4,995
 plus Tax
 Suggested Retail Price $9,595

84”x66”x34”
21 Jets/Dual Speed Pump
110/220 volts 20AMP (GFCI) 
250 Gallons 
1 Lounger 2 Seats
Maintenance-Free Cabinet
50 sq.ft. Filter - Includes Spa Cover
1 Year Manufacturer Warranty

26 Other Models 
Also Available 
Set up and 
Delivery Included 
in the Tampa Bay Area

This Could Be You

Crystal Clear Spa Service, Inc.
813 986-0449

The Most Affordable 
Spa on the Market!

Sales, Service 
and Repairs
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813-634-7899
4845 Sun City Center Blvd.
(corner of SCC Blvd. & Hwy. 301)

GOLF CART ACCESSIBLE
www.boggsjewelry.com

BOGGS
Jewelry

Since 1923

Family Owned 
& Operated

 
 (while you wait)

This Mother’s Day 
give Mom something 

she’ll treasure!

GIVE MOM THE GIFT OF HEARING

“He who has ears let him hear”
1647 Sun City Plaza Suite 203 A
813-642-8200
SUMMER HOURS as of June 1st: Tues., Wed. & 

We can help you! 

Hearing Aid Not 
Working?

FREE
In-Office Cleaning 

& Repairs
The OTE Open Fit

$1,499
Compare elsewhere for $3,500

A+ HEARING CENTER

PREMIUM DIGITAL PROCESSOR
New 100% Custom Digital
3-Dimensional Hearing Aid

 starting at $550

Compare 
elsewhere 
for $1800

The best
price you’ll 
ever find

THE 2012

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

We have the perfect gift for Mom
this Mother’s Day

813-645-5213

Flooring, Inc.

Serving South Shore Since 1982

We beat any 
price on like 
product at 

any flooring 
retailer in  
the area!

LAMINATE
TILE

VINYL

$179
sq.ft.

We have
carpet as

low as

We’re the oldest and 
best flooring store in 
all of South Shore!

Annette’s 
Beauty Salon

wishes all mothers a Very Happy 
Mother’s Day, and thanks to all of 
our customers for their loyalty 
and support!
NOW OFFERING: Facials, 
Full Nail Services & 
Dermalogica Products

We specialize in:

634-5422

Men, Women,
Children

in the 

Village Plaza
Suite #201

Corner of Hwy. 301
and S.R. 674

SUN CITY CENTER
Tuesday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday through
Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m

FREE Hair 
& Color 

Consultation 
with Annette

MOM: Joy is what she gives
Love is how she lives

Little 
Caterpillar
By  ■ James RaysBRook
Ruskin, Florida

When as a little caterpillar
I inched about the world.
I did not know evil for it was 

not presented to me.
I was fully protected and well 

instructed.
The mechanisms of time 

stood turning, twisting, 
there seemed no end to 
playfulness.

As I grew and filled into my 
adolescent vessel, a more 
relaxed guidance came.

Time not felt in the counting 
of hours, but in time spent 
together.

One day you wake to the 
mirror of age and an older 
version of yourself is 
reflected there.

Into every stage of life, we go 
in not knowing, but with a 
guiding hand, we emerge 
enlightened.

It is the measure of a person 
that concerns us now.

Are you fundamentally good 
or bad?

Are you a benefit to others?
Not all will be famous, not all 

will achieve Einsteinism.
Yet all can seek that which is 

good, and achieve greatness.

In our own lives a simple 
happiness can be found.

And if luck be on our 
side, there is the gift of 
everlasting LOVE.

For the caterpillar, a love so 
deep it has penetrated his 
being.

A self-sacrificing love, where at 
once someone else is more 
important than one’s own 
self.

This great power shown to me, 
stored up in me, unending 
in me, comes from you, 
Mom.

You are the very definition of 
the word MOTHER.

Happy Mother’s Day to 
my Mom and to all the 

CATERPILLAR MOMS out 
there. You know who you are.
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5128 S.R. 674 • Wimauma
(1/2 mile east of Wal-Mart)

813-633-3023
Hours

Monday - Closed
Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 6:30AM -1:30PM

Sat.  6:30AM - 11AM AM -11AM

Fri., 5/9-Thur., 5/15
8:30 p.m.

The Amazing 
Spiderman 2

11:00 p.m.
Divergent

Ruskin Family Drive-In
5011 U.S. 41 N. • 645-1455
www.ruskinfamilydrivein.com

Box Office opens at 6:30 Friday and 
Saturday; 7:30 Sunday to Thursday

$6 per person, ages 9 and up
$1 per child, ages 5 to 8
Children under 4 are free

Since
1952
•••

SNACK 
BAR 

OPEN

By  ■ KEVIN BRADY
kevin@observernews.net

The new Hillsborough County 
Fire Rescue Foundation will intro-
duce itself to the community with 
a special ceremony this month in 
Riverview.

Where tight county budgets 
cannot cover the cost of fire pre-
vention and education programs, 
the Foundation plans to step in, 
providing funds for everything 
from smoke alarms to firefighter 
education programs for at-risk 
youngsters.

“Sometimes the budget is just 
not there to provide funding for 
certain programs, so the Founda-
tion was formed for that purpose,” 
said Ronnie Rivera, the group’s 
president.

Last year, Fire Rescue took over 
operations at the county’s remain-
ing all-volunteer stations. Many 
of the volunteer stations had their 
own nonprofit status and budgets, 
but, faced with dissolving, some 
of the stations still wanted to use 
their remaining funds for fire-
rescue programs.

Not wanting to just hand the 
money over to the county, a new 
foundation was formed to use the 
remaining funding from the volun-
teer stations.

“So for that reason, the Founda-
tion was formed because these 
groups had some money and had 
to put it somewhere, and they 
wanted to use it for fire-rescue 

New Fire Rescue Foundation kicks off with Riverview ribbon cutting
purposes,” Rivera said.

Two former volunteer stations 
kicked in $3,300 for the Foun-
dation, a small amount but one 
Rivera hopes to build on.

The group aims to focus its 
efforts on education and public 
safety programs with frequent 
visits to schools and public events, 
Rivera said. “There are lots of 
materials the Foundation can help 
buy so we can continue those 
valuable programs.” The group 
also plans to purchase public ser-
vice announcements for fire safety 
programs.

Rivera also plans to partner with 
the American Heart Association 
to be able to teach youngsters 
about CPR, bringing the Anytime 
CPR Kit into local schools. The 
program allows anyone to learn the 
core skills of CPR in just 20 min-
utes using their own personal kit.

“They can then take that kit 
home and train family members 
or friends how to administer CPR, 
so we will have a lot more people 
out there with that knowledge,” 
Rivera said. “Of course, the kits 
cost money, so that’s where the 
Foundation steps in.”

The group also plans to help 
fund the Youth Fire Summer 
Camp, a decade-old program that 
was threatened by budgetary con-
straints. “The camp, which focuses 
on educating at-risk youth, teaches 
kids all aspects of fire safety, 
leadership, teamwork, while at the 

HillsborougH County Fire resCue pHoto
The Youth Summer Academy is one of the many programs the new Hillsborough County Fire Rescue 
Foundation supports.

same time acting as a mentorship 
program.” 

The two-week program for ages 
14 to 17 is in its last year of fund-
ing with its grant running out. “But 
this is something we want to con-
tinue,” Rivera said, “so after the 
grant runs out, we will be taking 
over raising money for the camp. 
It’s a very important program 
that keeps kids away from drugs, 
away from the streets. And with 
the mentoring program, many of 
the kids learn they want to become 
firefighters themselves, so it’s a 
very worthy program we want to 

keep going.”
The Foundation also plans to 

back Project Safe, a free smoke-
alarm program where firefight-
ers install smoke alarms for free. 
“However, those alarms all cost 
money, so if we don’t get a grant 
that’s where the Foundation steps 
in,” Rivera said. “It’s a program 
that saves lives and we need to 
continue it.”

Fire Rescue runs a Reserve 
Responder program for former 
volunteer firefighters. 

Rivera said, “A lot of the former 
volunteer firefighters wanted to 

be firefighters but cannot afford 
it, so we want to have a scholar-
ship program for them. These are 
people who already want to serve 
the community.”

All donations may be made to 
the Hillsborough County Fire 
Rescue Foundation Inc., 2709 E. 
Hanna Ave., Tampa, FL 33610.

The ceremony is set for 6 to 
8 p.m., Friday, May 16, at The 
Regent, 6437 Watson Road, Riv-
erview. You can RSVP by sending 
an email to riverar@hcfrfounda-
tion.org or by calling 813-209-
0097.

Family pets perish in Riverview RV fire
A family managed to escape a 

blaze at their Riverview home last 
week, but the couple’s cat and 
dog died in the fire.

Numerous calls to 911 about a 
fire brought multiple units from 
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue 
to the scene at 8513 Night Owl 
Drive in Riverview, April 29.

Upon arrival, fire crews found 
the home, a converted RV, en-
gulfed in flames. The couple who 
owned the home was able to es-
cape before the fire crew arrived.

With two adjacent homes in 
danger of catching fire, firefight-
ers quickly attacked the flames 
from all directions until they were 
extinguished. The rapid response 
and fire suppression prevented the 
adjacent homes being damaged.

“Unfortunately, two family pets, 
a cat and a dog, perished in the 
fire,” said Ronnie Rivera, a Fire 
Rescue public information officer.

There were no other reports of 
injuries. 

The Red Cross was called to as-
sist the two displaced adults with 
food, shelter and clothing. The 
home was severely damaged.

The fire is still under investiga-
tion.

HillsborougH County Fire resCue pHoto
The home at 8513 Night Owl Drive in Riverview was gutted by fire.

SUNDAY,
MAY 11 TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

Deadline Reminder
News Releases .................. Thursday at 4 p.m.
Display ads ......................Monday at 11 a.m.
Classified ads .....................Monday at 4 p.m.

Questions? Call: 813-645-3111
or visit www.ObserverNews.net
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CABINET REFACING
Door and Drawer 
Replacement
Water Damage 
Repair or 
Replacement

COUNTERTOPS
Granite
Cultured Marble
Solid Surface

South Shore Cabinet Works, Inc.
We are  local, doing business for 30+ years!

813 493-3330Licensed & 
Insured

RUSKIN, FL

Handscraped 
Hickory or Maple 

Handstained Custom 
Made Floors

Regularly  $11.95 sq. ft.

$695
sq. ft. Installed

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd. (across from Chili’s)

MORE{ COLOR
QUALITY
IMPACT Nobody OFFERS 

YOU MORE quality 
at this price!

18 MONTHS SAME AS CASH • NO INTEREST

ON
SALE
FOR

813-634-1455
 (One block west of the Hospital)

www.theskincancercenters.com
South Hillsborough County’s Only Fellowship Trained Mohs Surgeon

Michael G. Caruso, M.D. Howard A. Oriba, M.D. Leslee Baute, P.A.-C.

Longest Practicing Dermatology Office in Sun City Center
ESTABLISHED IN 1982

|  State-of-the-Art Mohs Surgical Laboratory  |  General Dermatology
|  Skin Cancer Identification, Diagnosis, Treatment and Removal

|  Rash Treatment  |  Mole Removal  |  Cosmetics

Accepting 
New Patients

Free Skin Cancer Screening
For Your Medical, Surgical and Cosmetic 
Needs: Available Monday Through Friday

May is 

Melanoma Awareness

 Month. The perfect time to have

 a FREE Skin Cancer Sreening. Call Today!

Sponsored by the Retired Officers’ Corp. 
Open to folks from all walks of life.

3940 Upper Creek Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 633-GOLF (4653)

brookdale.com 

Monday, May 12  |  1 p.m.

Enjoy 18 holes of golf followed 
by margaritas, chips and salsa!

$10 per person with your personal golf cart
$15 using our golf cart

Contact Frank Hinson at  
fhinson@brookdaleliving.com by May 9.

MONDAY GOLF
Margarita

roads, gas and time for the many in South County who work at the Air 
Force base. He said eventually there could be other ferries to sporting 
events and to attract tourism.

But Parsons and her group do not understand how land bought as 
ELAPP, or Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program,  
in 2002 could even be considered for a building project that will reduce 
the natural habitat.

“That’s why the county buys ELAPP lands,” Parsons said. “We 
can’t lose the nesting birds there.  There are herons and egrets nesting 
together. The spoil islands included in this area are listed as one of the 
best habitat areas for nesting birds in the entire Southeast.”

The tour of the lands was supposed to be rescheduled for May 3, but 
the guides said the weather would be prohibitive.

“Now we’re hoping for June,” said Parsons. “I just wish the envi-
ronmental community would become involved and see the real issues 
before it’s too late.”

The main issue is whether saving on roads and gas for commuters and 
giving area residents a park overrides the need to keep land designated 
as preservation intact.

The Observer News and The Current have followed this issue through 
three news stories now, and will continue to do so.

Sierra Club barred from tour 
of proposed ferry, park

Continued from page 1 f

By  ■ NITISH S. RELE
motoringtampabay@gmail.com

Just three years ago, Toyota had 
totally redesigned its 
five-passenger sporty 

hatchback. And now, it 
has revamped the Scion 
tC inside and out while 
improving the 6-speed-
auto gearbox for 
upshifts and downshifts 
twice as fast as its predecessor. 

Though down by just 1 
horsepower, the 2.5-liter, DOHC 
inline-4-cylinder engine, which 
develops 179 hp @ 6000 rpm and 
174 pounds-feet of torque @ 4100 
rpm, packs adequate punch for 
your daily driving. The slightly 
retuned suspension is handled 
once again by a MacPherson strut 
front and a double-wishbone rear 
to maintain equilibrium at sharp 
turns. The tweaked Electric Power 
Steering is direct and accurate, 
making it easy to place the car in 
corners.

Ensconced on 18-inch wheels, 
the boldly-styled tC portrays a 
more forceful front look with new 
upper/lower grille treatments, 
and, of course, the visible body-
color mirrors and door handles. 
A sculpted hood meets up with 
angular projector-beam headlights 
to enhance the appearance. The 
three-spoke tilt/telescopic steering 
column with a flat bottom catches 
your eye as you relax in the 
height-adjustable driver’s seat. 
Also prominent are deep-orange 
illuminated speedometer and 
tachometer gauges with large 
meters and needle indicators. 
Behind the rear seat, you get a 
satisfactory 14.7 cubic feet of 
space. Other comforts include air 
conditioning, cruise control, 60/40 

recline-fold 
rear seat, driver information 
center, 6.1-inch touchscreen for 
audio and a USB port with iPod 
connectivity for music lovers. 

Standard safety features include 
dual front and side air bags, side 
curtain air bag, front knee air 
bags, four-wheel antilock brakes 
with Electronic Brake Distri-
bution and Brake Assist, front 
active headrests, Vehicle Stabil-
ity Control and traction control, 
three-point front seatbelts with 
pretensioners and tire-pressure 
monitoring system. 

Sporty, reasonably priced and 
trendy with just the right amount 
of power, the tC has been a 
volume leader for Scion. With 
this year’s overhaul, the front-
wheel-drive compact should 
continue to be a hot seller. And 
with gas inching toward $4 a 
gallon as summer nears, we can 
only rave about our 27 mpg city 
and 33.8 mpg highway mileage 
numbers (EPA estimates are 
23/31). Can’t make a ride any 
more appealing! 
Scion tC

Wheelbase: 106.3 inches
Length: 176.6 inches
Weight: 3,113 pounds
Fuel capacity: 14.5 gallons
Base price: $20,210
Website: www.scion.com

Stay ‘cool’ with the 
affordable, agile Scion tC
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America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE 
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30, 5w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil fi lter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fi ll
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with other offers. 

With coupon only. Exp. 6/30/14

$800

Off

No Appointment Necessary
TRULY 10 MINUTES!

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE

Sh
op

pe
r O

bs
er

ve
r

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301
                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

Screen Rooms – Sunrooms – Replacement Windows – Garage Door Sliders 
Screen Entry Ways – Paver Projects – Pergolas … and much more! 

State Certified                                                          
Building Contractor 
Lic.# CBC 1250631 

 

(813) 649-1599  

Visit us at: 
Bratesaluminum.com 

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
Brunch features: 

• Scrambled Eggs
• Bacon
• Sausage
• French Toast
• Red Bliss Potatoes
• Biscuits and Gravy

Sunday May 11th
9am – 3pm

$19.95
Per Person

plus tax and 20% gratuity

 
• Carving station featuring Roasted Pork Loin
• Sweet Potato Casserole
• Vegetable Medley
• Assorted Salad Bar
• Peel-and-eat shrimp
• Dessert Table

Open for Lunch Tues. - Sun. 11a.m. to 4p.m.
Golf Club at Cypress Creek

1011 Cypress Village Blvd. • Ruskin
Please call for reservation 813-440-4576 Ext.2

Reservations 
Required

Availability 
Going Quickly

Judge E.J. Salcines

When the South Shore Sons of the 
American Revolution meet on Sat-
urday, May 10, the speaker will be 
Judge E.J. Salcines, a member of the 
Florida Bar for the last 50  years.

In his initial years as a lawyer, he 
was a federal prosecutor in Central 
Florida for the U.S. Department of 
Justice. He served next as the state 
(prosecuting) attorney in Hillsbor-
ough County for 16 years. He con-
cluded his career in law enforcement 
with 15 years of service as an appel-
late judge on Florida’s District Court 
of Appeal.  Over these years, he also 
served as president of the Florida 
Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
and vice president of the National 
District Attorneys Association. 

Salcines is a founding trustee of 
the Tampa Bay History Center and 
vice president of the Tampa Histori-
cal Society. Additionally, he was a 
visiting lecturer at Northwestern 
University Law School for 35 years.  
He is a frequent speaker at state and 
local historical society conferences, 
and has spoken to a number of local 
chapters of the Sons and Daughters 
of the American Revolution.

In 2008, Judge Salcines received 
the Good Government Award from 

the Hillsborough County Board of 
County Commission, and in 2010, 
the Tampa Bay Trial Lawyers As-
sociation presented him with the 
Champion of Justice Award.  He has 
also been knighted by King Carlos 
of Spain into the Royal Order of 
Queen Isabella.

The luncheon will take place in 
the Jade Dining Room of Freedom 
Plaza, 1010 American Eagle Blvd., 
Sun City Center. 

For more information, email 
SSSAR registrar, Luke Lloyd, at 
1776Warriors@gmail.com. Or call 
813-642-9450 to make your reserva-
tion and meal choice.

Judge Salcines to speak at South Shore 
SAR luncheon

Local seminar 
to focus on 
treatments for 
women’s bladder 
disorders

Brandon Regional Hospital will 
hold a seminar on “Freedom from 
Life’s Unexpected Moments” on  
Thursday, May 22 at 4:30 p.m. at 
1901 Haverford Ave., Suite 106, 
behind South Bay Hospital in Sun 
City Center. 

The seminar will be conducted 
by Dr. Ignacio Armas, a Florida-
licensed, board-certified obste-
trician and gynecologist. He is a 
Fellow of the American College of 
Obstetricians & Gynecologists and 
certified in advanced laparoscopic 
surgery by the Accreditation Coun-
cil for Gynecologic Endoscopy.

Armas will discuss the many 
advances in the treatment of blad-
der disorders for women. Today a 
variety of bladder disorders, rang-
ing from incontinence to bladder 
cancer, can be controlled or cor-
rected through a variety of treat-
ments that include medication, 
retraining and surgery.

Admission is free. Seating is lim-
ited and reservations are advised. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, call 813-653-1065 or visit 
BrandonRegionalHospital.com.

Haircuts and gift cards await 
blood donors who donate blood 
this Mother’s Day weekend.

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 10, bloodmobiles will be 
at select Fantastic Sams locations, 
including the ones at 3846 Sun 
City Center Blvd. (near Bealls) in 
Sun City Center, and at 9838 U.S. 
301 in Riverview.

All donors will receive a coupon 
for a free haircut and “lite blow 
dry,” plus a voucher for a free 
movie ticket.

From 1 to 7 p.m. on Monday, 
May 12, a bloodmobile will be at 
the Walmart at 4928 S.R. 674 in 
Wimauma. All donors will enjoy a 
$10 Walmart gift card.

In addition, all donors receive a 
wellness checkup of blood pres-
sure, pulse, temperature and iron 
count, including a cholesterol 
screening.

Upcoming blood drives reward 
donors with free haircuts, movie 
tickets, gift cards and food

Generally healthy people age 
16 or older who weigh at least 
110 pounds can donate blood. To 
learn more about the importance 
of blood donation and how donors 
can target the power of their blood 
type, visit oneblood.org or call 
800-682-5663. 

Donate blood twice between 
May 1 and August 31, and you 
will receive a free lunch offer, 
courtesy of Outback Steakhouse® 
and be entered to win “Outback 
for a Year.” Plus, all donors in May 
and June will receive a coupon for 
$5 off two entrees from Outback 
Steakhouse.

Every two seconds someone in 
the U.S. needs a blood transfu-
sion. Blood that is donated today 
will likely be transfused into a pa-
tient within two to three days. The 
turnaround is that fast, the need is 
constant.

Business slow? Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation of 48,000 papers every 
week! We offer many options in every price range...from classified ads to full 
pages. Call 813-645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative 
today. For more information, visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net
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Seating is Limited

Please Call For Reservations

813-634-3396
Visit our website: www.suncitycenterdental.com

for more information Michelle Halcomb, DDS

Learn about 
the amazing

This is a one-step dental procedure that 
involves minimally invasive surgery, no 

sutures, nor the typical months of healing.

FREE SEMINAR
Friday, May 16 • 1:00 p.m.

at the office of
 Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga

703 Del Webb Blvd. W • Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Probate and Estate Planning  • Home Visits

• Wills  • Medicaid Planning  • Divorce
•  Personal Injury  • Wrongful Death

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Robert Edelman, M.D. ~ Eric Berman, M.D.
Anita Shane, M.D. ~ Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza • YourEyeDoctors.com  

• Comprehensive 
 Ophthalmology

• Cataract Surgery

• Glaucoma  
 Management

• Laser Surgery

• Macular  
 Degeneration

• Cornea

• Diabetic Eye Care

• Neuro-Ophthalmology

Trusted by

 & Patients Alike. 
Physicians

Our ophthalmologists are board-certified  
and fellowship-trained to provide  

specialized care for your eyes.

Medicare & most insurance accepted. 

When surveyed,  
97.5% of patients stated  
they would recommend  

us to a friend!

SouthShore Regional Library
Adult program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Excel: Introduction & Formatting — Thursday, May 8, 12:30 p.m.  
Layout, entering data, inserting rows and columns and other tech-

niques. Learn different formats for expressing numbers in a spreadsheet. 
Registration in person required no earlier than one hour before the start 
of the program.
Opening Art Reception: Painting and Mixed Media — Thursday, 
May 8, 6 p.m.

The John Crawford Art Advisory Board welcomes artists Dolores 
Phelps, Margit Redlawsk, Art Sarlin, Anna Schermerhorn and Cynthia 
Wortmann. Artists will be showing their work in both the Crawford Gal-
lery and Community Gallery. Work includes watercolor, acrylic, egg 
tempera and pastels. Opening Reception from 6 to 7:30 p.m. with light 
refreshments. The show will run through June 27. No registration re-
quired. Funding for this program provided by the Friends of SouthShore 
Regional Library.
No Fuss Foods — Friday, May 9, 11 a.m.

Cooking delicious and nutritious meals does not need to take a lot of 
time or cost a lot of money. Join Rowena Sjovall of No Fuss Foods as 
she demonstrates a budget-friendly recipe. Free samples!  Limited to 20 
participants. Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 813-
273-3652. Funded by the Friends of SouthShore Regional Library.
Adult Writing Workshop — Monday, May 12, 1 p.m.

Connect with fellow writers to inspire, encourage and exchange ideas 
about the writing process. Opportunities to share your writings and re-
ceive feedback will be available. If you’ve ever wanted to be a writer, 
this is the group for you! All levels of writers are welcome. Focus on 
novels, short stories, poetry, narrative nonfiction and memoirs.
Windows 7: Introduction & Introduction to Computers — Tuesday, 
May 13, 12:30 p.m.

Learn the parts of a window, how to navigate in the Windows environ-
ment and file management. Learn about the parts and basic terminology 
of computers. Also covers basic purchasing considerations. Limit: 20
eBooks for Tablets and SmartPhones — Wednesday, May14, 10:30 a.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 
an Android, Blackberry, iPad, iPhone or Windows 7 device using a free 
app. Learn how to register for a free Adobe ID to wirelessly check out 
and download library eBooks to an electronic tablet. Presented by the 
Tampa Bay Library Consortium. Limit: 20.
SouthShore Needle People — Wednesday, May 14, 6 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 
about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Bring a project to work 
on. Beginners and questions are welcome.
Mah Jongg Club — Wednesday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy an evening of the popular table game, mahjongg. Beginners 
are welcome; free instruction will be provided. Participants are asked 
to bring their own mahjongg card. Limited to 32 players. Register in 
advance at the Information Desk or call 813-273-3652.

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library. If 
interested in becoming a member of the Friends of the Library, call Jim 
Duffy at 813-634-1396, www.southshorefriends.com.

 

‘Concerts for a Cause’ returns for fun and philanthropy
Newland Communities’ award-

winning, free summer “Concerts for 
a Cause” series is back at FishHawk 
Ranch and Waterset. 

Sponsored by American Newland 
Communities and their joint-venture 
partner North America Sekisui House 
LLC, the concerts feature live music 
ranging from rock ‘n’ roll to Top 40. 

The Friday-night concert series also 
offers concertgoers the opportunity to 
help the 700,000 hungry people in 
Tampa Bay by bringing nonperish-
able items for Feeding America Tam-

pa Bay in lieu of admission cost. 
Last year, Concerts for a Cause col-

lected more than  three tons of food, 
which equaled more than 5,000 meals.

The concert schedule:
uMay 9 at Waterset, 7-10 p.m. – 
Mighty Mongo is a four-piece rock 
band from St. Pete with an organi-
cally grown base of fans who dub 
themselves “Mongolians.”
uMay 16 at FishHawk Ranch,  
7-10 p.m.  – Charlie Hotel is a me-
lodic, modern pop-rock band with a 
dynamic stage presence.

uMay 30 at Waterset, 7-10 p.m. – 
Bluestone Circle plays an exciting 
mix of funk, disco and classic rock 
that leaves audiences dancing for 
more.
uJune 6 at FishHawk Ranch, 7-10 
p.m. – Mighty Mongo is a four-piece 
rock band from St. Pete with an or-
ganically grown base of fans who 
dub themselves “Mongolians.”
uJune 13 at Waterset, 7-10 p.m. – 
Charlie Hotel is a melodic, modern 
pop-rock band with a dynamic stage 
presence.

Lawn watering: There’s an app for that
Wouldn’t it be nice if your mobile 

device could tell you what your lawn 
needs? Maybe even send you a message 
to turn off your sprinkler if it rains? Now 
it can, thanks to a new app called Smart-
irrigation Turf. The app was specifically 
created to help urban turf irrigators in 
Florida and Georgia water their lawns 
more effectively and efficiently. 

Smartirrigation Turf is one of four apps created through a partnership 
between the University of Florida, the University of Georgia and the 
U.S. National Institute of Food and Agriculture. The app generates irri-
gation schedule recommendations based on real-time weather and short-
term forecasted data to better meet your lawn’s water needs in a given 
period. If you are a frequent irrigator, this will help you conserve water 
and minimize nutrient runoff caused by over-watering.

Users can register irrigation systems in the app and receive notifica-
tions regarding changes in irrigation schedules due to differences in the 
irrigation demand for the next few days. The app is available on the 
iPhone and Android operating systems.

The partnership has also developed apps for agriculture, specifically 
for citrus, strawberry and cotton growers. For more information, go to 
www.smartirrigationapps.org.
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Master Certified
Technicians

Lic# MVS51635

AT HOME AUTO CARE

®

Family Owned & Operated

               Approved Auto Repair Center
               We participate in AAA Dollars Program
OPEN 8 am-5 pm Monday through Friday 

www.athomeauto.net(813) 645-0339

 

Owners: Lee & Julie Davis

Amazing Technology. 
Expert Technicians. 
Exceptional Offer. 

GETGET

via MasterCard Reward Card after 
submission when you buy any set of 4 
new MICHELIN®  brand passenger or 
light truck tires, including the all-new 

MICHELIN® Premier® A/S tire.*
Offer valid 

through May 10, 2014

See us for the latest innovation — 
the new MICHELIN® Premier®  A/S tire.

See us for the latest innovation — 
the new MICHELIN® Premier®  A/S tire.

$2795
OIL CHANGE

*Up to 5 qts. 
5W20 or 5W30 
Motorcraft Oil, Filter, and 27-point 

Most cars 

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER *Reward Card eligibility is limited to tire purchases from participating dealers 

only. See redemption form for complete offer details. Offer expires 5/10/14. Void 
where prohibited. The Reward Card cannot  be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be used at an 
ATM. Reward Card expires 6 months after issuance. For complete terms, conditions and fees, see the 
Cardholder Agreement in your card package. Reward Cards are issued by U.S. Bank, pursuant to a 
license from MasterCard International Incorporated. MasterCard is a registered trademark of 
MasterCard International Incorporated.
Copyright © 2014 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by 
Michelin North America, Inc.   
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KORTNEY D. HIGHTOWER, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

www.HightowerDermatology.com
HightowerDermatology@gmail.com

Call Now  813-634-1484

Accepting New Patients
Practicing in Tampa Bay area since 2007

955 E. Del Webb Blvd. Ste. 101
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Located in Commonwealth 
Medical Plaza behind Publix

in Sun City Center

Joe Lang, CFP - Glenn Krcmaric, OSJ - Robyn Payant, President - Tom Payant, C.E.O.,
Lillian Brassil, Office Manager - Heidi Oelgart, Marketing Assistant - Peter Farina, CFA® 

Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant, Glenn Krcmaric, Joseph Lang, and Peter Farina offer securities through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and investment advisory services through 
Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

WHO IS THE TEAM BUILDING
YOUR RETIREMENT STRATEGY?

Let our team help you!

Call us! 813-633-7333
1653 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com  

Serving South Shore 
for 30 years

“We have access to funds from 
Fidelity, Charles Schwab, 

T. Rowe Price, Vanguard and 
hundreds more!”

in Oklahoma after that! I’d never 
heard of either of those places but I 
knew right away by the things she 
was taking out of the closet they 
were far away, and she was going 
to be gone a long time.

I got real scared because I didn’t 
know what was going to happen to 
me while she was gone.

When I saw her putting my bowl 
and big chew bone in the car, I got 
very nervous, especially when we 
pulled into a place I’d never been 
before.

I looked around, and heard dogs 
talking, but I couldn’t understand 
what they were saying because 
they were too far away.

Then a human came out and 
opened a big sliding gate, and 
Grammy pulled the car inside. Oh 
no, she put the leash on my collar, 
so I knew I was supposed to stay 
right with her.

I usually don’t use a leash ex-
cept when I go to the park or the 
beach because I run around in my 
backyard and don’t walk on the 
sidewalks like some dogs do.

I saw a sign, but I couldn’t read 
it, so I listened very carefully to the 
humans while they were talking. 

We walked past a house and 
through another gate to a house — 
oh my gosh,  it was a house built 
for dogs! There were pictures of 
dogs on the walls of the bedrooms 
and little gates across each room 
to separate the dogs — they called 
us “guests” there, and I felt really 
very special.

I got scared, though, when 
Grammy first left me, but very 
shortly after that I was shown that 
I had my own room and Grammy 
had left her blanket and favorite 
nightgown for me to lie on just like 
we do in the morning on the couch 
when she drinks that hot stuff and I 
get to put my head in her lap.

Not used to playing with others 
except once in a while at the beach 
or the park, I wondered at first 
when the humans in charge — I 
think their names were Sharon 
and Shirley — took me outside. I 
wasn’t wearing a leash, so I didn’t 
think I had to stay with them. They 
stayed by the house while I walked 
around the yard. I wondered if 
it was all right to go anywhere 
I liked. So, slowly, I made my 
way from one corner to the other. 
Nobody yelled at me. In fact, they 
were saying go ahead, Karmel, it’s 
all right to run around. 

I wasn’t really sure what they 
were saying because I don’t know 
a lot of human words, but I do 
know the tone of voice that says 
it’s okay to play. So I started by 
sniffing everything and licking 
things to see how they tasted.

Then the most surprising thing 
happened. One by one, other dogs 
came outside to play with me. I 
wasn’t sure if they’d like me. After 
all, I am half Beagle and half Bas-
sett hound, and I didn’t look like 
any of them. Some were a little 
bigger than me, and some a little 
smaller, but I noticed the first day 
that those of us who were about 
the same size got to play with each 
other — if we got along all right.

One by one, they came out to 
play with me, until there was a 
group of us who played together 
every day. There was Cassie and 

Cocoa and Rocky and Thunder. 
They were so much fun! Cassie 
and I even had a sleepover a couple 
of nights, and there was always a 
human around, although they never 
seemed to have to do anything but 
watch us play.

Once I heard the humans talking 
and saying we were all very social. 
I wondered what social was, but 
whatever it is, it must be good be-
cause everyone smiled every time 
they said it.

Those of us who weren’t social 
liked to stay by themselves, and 
didn’t come in the yard with us at 
the same time.

I thought the dogs who weren’t 
social were really missing out on 
a good time, and that was pretty 
strange. Almost as strange as the 
fact that some dogs like to sleep 
in a cage at night. I can’t imagine 
liking that, but I heard one human 
say it made them feel safe.

I’m always safe. I’ve heard those 
words a lot of times and I know 
that means to be loved and taken 
care of. There was this special 
woman named Robin who came 
to play with us and she made me 
feel so good! She took pictures of 
me like Grammy sometimes does, 
and she said she was going to send 
them to Grammy that night on the 
computer.

Everybody knows my Grammy 
spends most of the time at her 
computer because she makes the 
money for our food and house and 
everything that way, so I knew 
she’d see my pictures right away.

Robin took pictures of me play-
ing with the others, but she said her 
favorite was when I rolled over on 
my back and scooted around with 
my belly-side up. Well, if she liked 
it that much, I thought I should just 
keep doing it, so that’s just what I 
did. 

I found out that the humans who 
run the guest house for dogs call it 
Canine Cottage at All About Paws. 
I think that’s a funny name — All 
About Paws — because it isn’t all 
about paws, it’s all about dogs.

I don’t even know what paws 
are!

The time flew by kind of the 
same way it did back when I stayed 
at Camp Bow Wow.  I think it’s 
great that we have such fine vaca-
tion spots for dogs here. I won-
dered if my human had anywhere 
near as nice a vacation as I did. 

I know I liked meeting all the 
other dogs. Maybe I’ll see some 
of them again at the park or the 
beach. Until then, I think I’ll just 
enjoy my life here at home with 
my family. I just wish Grammy 
hadn’t washed the smell of my new 
friends off her soft red blanket and 
favorite nightgown right away so I 
could still smell them, but for some 
strange reason, the blanket and 
nightgown now smell like flow-
ers again. Humans are so strange 
sometimes. I don’t know why 
Grammy would rather smell like 
flowers than like my new-found 
friends!

** Thanks to Sharon Roberts and 
Shirley Maloof of Canine Cottage 
at All About Paws and Robin Rob-
erts of Critter Mama Rescue for 
the information that helped Karmel 
write her first story.

Grammy

Almost human?
Continued from page 5 f

Sharon robertS Photo
The dogs who made friends with others their size got to play together.
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SUN CITY CENTER
4850 Sun City Center Blvd.

813-634-8451
at FLORIDA HEARING

®
CARDSAUDIBEL®

ELLENTON
(941) 722-7200

www.floridahearing.com

BRANDON
(813) 681-4046

The Platinum Warranty

YES! It could just be ear wax build-up!
FREE Ear 
Inspection and Ear 
Wax Removal 
Assistance with 
Your FREE 
HEARING TEST

If it is ear wax blockage, we don’t just tell you,
WE DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT FOR YOU!

FREE EAR INSPECTION

WHY SPEND A LOT OF MONEY WHEN 
YOU MAY ONLY NEED A LITTLE HELP?

So Small the Only Thing 
People Will Notice is 

You Hear Better
Fits up to
40db loss

AMP
While supplies last — fits up to 40db loss

$600
plus

$750

now
you 
don’t!

now
you

see it

Invisible.
Comfortable.
Affordable.

AMP
Now Only

$499
NOW

SCA

FREE 
HEARING TEST

NOCOST
PRESSURE
OBLIGATION

INSURANCE?

For the first time ever I feel like I have a 
distinct hearing advantage over those 
who are fortunate enough to have normal 
hearing. At age 5, it was clear to my 
parents and teachers that I was not 
advancing as quickly as others my age. 
My hearing was tested and the reason for 
my struggles was obvious. I was born 
with a moderately severe hearing loss 
and have worn hearing aids every day of 
my life since. After four decades and 
dozens of hearing aids, I have never been 
able to hear this well. I no longer struggle 
to understand conversation in noisy 
environments and you can’t imagine 
what it’s like to hear a person on the 
phone in both ears and with no 
interference. My iPad and iPhone give me 
complete control over my A3i hearing 
system to enhance my hearing and 
communication ability. 
Jerry Hatfield-Berrang 

HEARING
AID
CENTERS

Life in high fidelity.
AMERICAN OWNED.    AMERICAN OPERATED.

INTRODUCING AUDIBEL A3i

The Made-for-iPhone Hearing Aid.
                           IS ON A MISSION TO RECONNECT 
HEARING IMPAIRED WITH THE PEOPLE THEY LOVE, 
THE QUALITY OF LIFE THEY EARNED, AND THE 
RESPECT THEY DESERVE.

Control your hearing experiences with A3i™, 
the breakthrough Made for iPhone® Hearing 
Aid, and our personalized TruLink™ Hearing 
Control app. A3i hearing aids are 
engineered to work with your iPhone, iPad® 
and iPod touch®. That means FaceTime® 
and phone calls, music, videos and more 
stream directly into your hearing aids with 
pristine sound quality — no background 
buzzing and whistling. Try the new 
Made-for-iPhone Hearing Aid 
FREE for 30 days. 

CALL ONE OF OUR LOCATIONS TODAY 

A3i IS DESIGNED TO: 
• Stream calls from your iPhone 

directly to your hearing aids 
using Bluetooth® 4.0 wireless 
technology 

• Deliver pristine sound and 
exceptional listening clarity 

• Help you hear comfortably in 
noise 

• Eliminate buzzing and 
whistling 

• Stream FaceTime, music and 
more directly to your hearing 
aids 

JOB YOU DO?

We all know hearing 
loss affects your 
quality of life.
But, does it affect 
the quality of the

HEARING AIDS AREN’T JUST FOR THE PEOPLE WHO WEAR THEM!

Better Hearing for 5 YearsGUARANTEED!

FREE HEARING
AID REPAIRS

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.
Bring in your damaged hearing aid. If we
can fix it in our lab, we will, at no charge!

HEARING AID BATTERIES!

Limit 2 Packs 
Per Household. 

Must Have Coupon. 
Exp. 5/29/1499¢

PER
PACK

PERSONAL
AUDIO AMPLIFIER

• American Hearing Benefits
• Blue Cross, Blue Shield

• TruHearing • United Healthcare
• And many more

We handle all processing and filing for you on the 
spot. We will get you maximum coverage!

We Honor All Hearing 
Aid Benefits.

Try the Made-For-iPhone Hearing Aid FREE for 30 days!
Call today to schedule an appointment

FREE
• 30-Day trial
• Hearing screening and 

consultation
• Clean and check of your current 

hearing aids
• Preview the latest technology
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Sun City - 813-634-2850
3846 Sun City Center Blvd (next to Bealls in 

Home Depot Center) M-F 8-8 Sat 9-6 Sun 10-4

Brandon Regency - 813-681-7267
2480 W. Brandon Blvd. (next to TJ Maxx & Movie 

Theater) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 12-5

Brandon Causeway - 813-651-4640
11235 Causeway Blvd. (next to Publix across from 

Wal Mart) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

OB2 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OB2*

OK3 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OK3*

$795

Kids Cut (11 & under)
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry
Specialty cuts, blow-dry 
style, design lines, set or 
curling iron extra. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Adult Cut
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry

$1195

Specialty cuts, blow-
dry style, design 
lines, set or curling 
iron extra. Not valid 
with other offers. 

OA6 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OA6*

Op5 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OP5*

$4495

Quick & Easy® perm Wave
Free Shampoo & Cut

Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Design wraps 
extra. Not valid with 
other offers.

OSS1 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OSS1*

$1200

Shampoo & Set
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut extra. 
Not valid with other 
offers.

OB6 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OB6*

$5495

CHI BUNDLE!
CHI Color with Styled CutTM

Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut 
extra. Not valid 
with other offers.

OS2 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OS2*

$1995

Styled CutTM

Shampoo, Cut & Finished Style
Price will vary with 
length and/or condition 
of hair. Specialty cuts/
flat iron extra. Not 
valid w/other offers.

OH2 - Exp. 5/31/14

*OH2*

$10 off
Highlights/Lowlights
Free Shampoo & Style
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut 
extra. Not valid 
with other offers.

$50 Minimum

5-7 Foil Highlights 
& Haircut Bundle
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Not valid with 
other offers.

$2995

Students of the Month at Apollo Beach 
Elementary School
Students of the Month for April at Apollo Beach Elementary School 
are: Rylie Addison, Mila Bahn, Colton Boyers, Avani Brown, Issac 
Cassiano, Madison Cloversettle, Lacy Comer, William Crevello, 
Hayley Degulis, Trent Degulis, Lyric Dowdle, Connor Edmiston, Ste-
ven Gonzalez-Ramirez, Diana Grimaldo, Jackson Hospodor, Skylar 
Jaskiewicz, Dylan Lamkin, Andrew Lang, Blake Mann, Makenzie 
Manning, Adam Maysles, Jahan McDougal, Alexis McIntyre, Alexis 
McNiel, Ashleigh Menotti, Serena Motes, Grace Navarro, Reese Pi-
etras, Mitchell Richison, Ava Scoccia, Everleigh Shareck, Amber-
leigh Smith, Jezahria Smith, Timmy Stinson, Gabrielle Tuberosa, 
Justin Turner, Davany Villnave, Emily Williams, Savana Woods, Sam 
Wright and Dylan Zima; Patrol — Katie Driggers.

Jen’s MarketPlace celebrates Mother’s 
Day at Apollo Beach fresh market

On Sunday, May 11, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., the MarketPlace in Apol-
lo Beach celebrates Mother’s Day.

Location is at the Waterside 
Shops Plaza, 6176 U.S. 41 N., just 
south of Apollo Beach Boulevard.

“Angel of Nurturing” pins will 
be given to the first 50 moms stop-
ping by Jen’s MarketPlace booth.  
These pins were designed and cre-
ated by Carol Veierstahler, “The 
Angelmaker,” one of the core ven-
dors at the markets. 

Shoppers can enjoy music and a 
great selection of foods at the Food 
Court, with shaded dining under 
the tents. There will be drawings 
throughout the event for gifts and 
products from the vendors and the 
shops at Waterside.

Jen’s MarketPlace in Apollo 
Beach has grown to be the largest 
fresh market in the South Shore 
area, with more than 50 vendors 
setting up on the second and 
fourth Sunday of each month from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Plans are to run 
through the summer, with hours of 
9 a.m. to  1 p.m.  The MarketPlace 
is a blend of an outdoor farm-
ers market and an arts and crafts 
show, with freshly prepared foods 
for shoppers to enjoy as well.

Other MarketPlaces in May are at 
The Landing at Waterset, May 18, 
10 a.m  to 2 p.m., 7012 Sail View 
Lane, Apollo Beach, and at Sun City 
Center, May 24, 9 .a.m. to 1 p.m., 
1651 Sun City Plaza, Sun City Cen-
ter (SCC Chamber of Commerce 
and Payant Financial Plaza).

During the entire month of May, 
a portion of Jen’s Market Inc. pro-
ceeds will go to the Mary & Mar-
tha House, a shelter for women 
and children in transition.  

Each Jen’s MarketPlace is free 
and pet-friendly.

Jen’s Market Inc., dba as Jen’s 
MarketPlace, is a woman-owned 
small business in Apollo Beach. 
Jen’s business philosophy is: By 
helping other businesses grow and 
flourish in our community, we all 
benefit, hopefully prosper, and are 
able to give back to the charities 
and nonprofits that are meaningful 
to us.  

For more information, call Jen-
nifer McCafferty, owner, at  813-
846-1316 or email jennifer@jens-
market.com.

The mailing address is 235 
Apollo Beach Blvd., # 140  Apollo 
Beach, FL 33572.

HutH & bootH pHoto

Ribbon cutting for Mackey Productions LLC
On May 1, Stuart Mackey, own-

er and creative director of Mack-
ey Productions LLC, invited the 
Greater Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce to conduct a ribbon-
cutting ceremony in celebration 
of his four-year anniversary and to 
commemorate the success of win-
ning the 2013 Business of the Year 
award.  

The ceremony took place imme-
diately following the Chamber’s 
Thursday morning Taking Care 

of Business (relationship-building 
group) meeting with a large crowd 
in attendance.

Mackey Productions is a pro-
ducer of high-definition video for 
local businesses, nonprofits and 
individuals. Serving the greater 
Riverview area, its mission is to 
deliver custom, focused content at 
an affordable price. Mackey Pro-
ductions has assisted many local 
businesses and organizations in in-
creasing their brand awareness and 

recognition by creating engaging 
video content that fits with each 
client’s brand identity. 

From initial consultation to script 
writing, shooting, editing and fi-
nal delivery, Mackey Productions 
helps clients through all stages of 
the production process.

To find out how video can trans-
form your marketing, call Stuart at 
813-699-0843 or visit www.mack-
eyproductions.com.

greater riverview cHamber of commerce pHoto

Legal Shred expands, holds ribbon cutting
Legal Shred Inc. celebrated its 

second-year anniversary in a new 
office location at 11806 U.S. 41 S., 
Gibsonton.  Members of the Great-
er Riverview and South Shore 
chambers of commerce gathered 
for a special ribbon cutting to cele-
brate the addition of Legal Shred’s 
third truck in use in Hillsborough 
County.

Legal Shred offers convenient 
mobile shredding for home or busi-
ness, using fast and state-of-the-art 
shredding equipment. Legal Shred 
customers have the option to watch 

their papers shredded from start to 
finish; they also do not have to 
worry about removing staples, pa-
per clips or binder clips. 

After shredding, Legal Shred re-
cycles this shredded paper, which 
saves thousands of trees each year. 
Also, by recycling the shredded pa-
per, customers can be assured that 
their material is fully destroyed.  

The Greater Riverview Chamber 
of Commerce executive director 
Tanya Doran said, “Every busi-
ness should utilize the Legal Shred 
service to protect the company’s 

and customer’s information and 
privacy. This service is efficient, 
easy to use and inexpensive”. 

Legal Shred has recently hired 
two full-time and two part-time 
employees, expanded into the 
Orlando/Daytona Market and re-
ceived AAA certification by the 
National Association for Informa-
tion Destruction.

For more information, visit 
www.LegalShred.com, call owner 
Jason Fredricks at 813 445-7301 
or email jason@legalshred.com. 

By ■  JoniE MASChEk
Member: Florida Outdoor Writers Assn.

Fishing was more or less a washout 
last weekend because of the heavy 
rain and wind.

The sheepshead didn’t mind the 
rain and many were caught from 
piers. Legal catch is l2 inches and l5 
per harvest, per day.

Trout have been very active in 
the warm weather. They were also 
caught from piers last week in the 
Little Manatee and Alafia rivers. 
Some fishermen used soft, plastic 
artificial baits. You will find very 
good plastics, called DOA, in your 
local bait shops.

Snook action has been great in 
the recent warm weather. When the 
water temperature dips to 60 degrees 
or below, the snook look for warmer 
places or hide in deep holes. They are 
restricted to one per day, per person. 
They seem plentiful, and anglers are 
catching and releasing. The most 
popular snook-fishing spot last week 
was Cockroach Bay.

There are many rules for handling 
before releasing, which some abide 
by and others do not. If we are to 
continue as the “The Fishing Capital 
of the World,” we must be mindful of 
how to preserve our marine resources 
and do everything possible to protect 
them.

How many of you know that if you 
remove a fish from the water with a 
net it should be knotless? 

Never lift your fish by the jaws if 
you intend to release it. This may 

Fish Tales: Proper release is imperative
keep him from 
future feeding and 
hurt his internal 
organs. 

Use wet hands to 
handle a fish, not a 
towel. A towel will 
absorb all of his 
outer slime. 

If you have 
worked the fish until it is exhausted, 
don’t release it until it has revived. 
Move it in the water, with its mouth 
open, until it shows movement 
again. 

Never put your hands in a fish’s 
gills, unless you intend to keep him.

Those using castnets for mullet had 
a lot of success last week. Schools of 
mullet are loving our waters and have 
been soaring into the air. This fish has 
a gizzard, is a vegetarian, and will not 
take bait. Some have caught them 
with a cane pole, but it takes a lot 
of practice to keep a ball of oatmeal 
or soft bread on a hook without it 
dissolving. 

If you expect a crowd for a fish 
dinner, fried mullet and hushpuppies 
are the signature meal of the South, 
along with grits. 

I saw redfish catches last week. 
Legal size is not less than l8 inches 
or more than 27 inches with one per 
person, per day. This fish is large 
enough to bake with loads of Ruskin 
veggies.

Freshwater anglers were happy 
with their catches of largemouth bass 
and freshwater catfish last week. 

FiSh TALES
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind SunTrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday.8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil....................4:00 p.m.
Daily ................................ 8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:30 a.m. ............................................. Contemporary Service
9:30 a.m. ..................................................... Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. ........................................... Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. ..................................................Traditional Service
4:00 p.m. .................................................... Hispanic Worship

 Assistant Pastor: Samuel Rorer

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

TRADITIONAL WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship
Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
FriendshipBaptistChurchSCC.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Reverend David Allman, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Prayer - Praise - WorshiP
The Anointing Church

324 Green Manor Drive, SCC, FL • 813-922-6640
www.theanointingchurch.com

Area Places of Worship

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH - United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329

A Caring Church United in God’s Love Serving Our Community
Rev. Dr. Timothy Shirley

Worship Services ~ 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
(813) 634-1304 ~ www.uccsuncity.org

Sunday School ................................ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Worship ............... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ............. 7:00 p.m.

5504 S.R. 674, Wimauma, FL 33598 • 813-634-4776

Pastor
Tom Durrance

Wimauma Church of God

First Baptist Church of Gibsonton
Traditional Worship Service Sunday School ............................9:30 A.M.
Old-Time Gospel Hymns Morning Worship .....................10:30 A.M.
Nursery Available Sunday Evening ......................... 6:00 P.M.
Children & Youth Ministry Mid-Week (Wed.) ........................ 7:00 P.M.
9912 Indiana St. • Hwy. 41 & Estelle Ave. • Gibsonton, FL  33534

813-677-1301

“We love because 
He first loved us.”

1 John 4:19

Malcolm S. Clements, 
Pastor

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.sccuu.org

The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference.  
— Elie Wiesel

Area Obituaries

Marianne Colding 
Belisle

Marianne Colding Belisle, 77, of 1056 
Five Bridges Road, Blakely, Ga., died 
early Wednesday afternoon, April 30, at 
her residence. 

Marianne was born December 7, 
1936, in Picnic, Fla., to the late Solon 
Burke Colding and Lucille Moore 
Colding. She was a member of New 
Hope Baptist Church, a homemaker 
and a former food service manager 
for the School District of Hillsborough 
County in Tampa. 

Other than her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband 
Milton Roy Belisle, sisters Becky 
Colding and Marie Peterson, and 
brother David Colding.

She is survived by daughters Sheila B. 
Reed (Keith) of Edison, Ga., and Karen 
Player (Bruce) of Jackson, Ga.; sons 
Ricky Belisle (Sharon) of Gibsonton, 
Fla., and Phillip Belisle (Debbie) of 
Blakely; sisters Jerry Corbett (Don) 
of Valdosta, Ga., and Jane Buzbee of 
Ruskin, Fla.; brother Tommy Colding 
(Mary) of Tampa; grandchildren 
Chrisopher Reed of Colorado, Nicholas 
Belisle of Ruskin, Samantha Reed of 
Edison, and Emily Player of Jackson, 
Ga.; and great-granddaughter Alyssa 
Reed of Colorado.

Her funeral was held May 3 in the 
Chapel of Manry-Jordan-Hodges 
Funeral Home, with burial following in 
the Bush Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests that contributions be made to 
Gentiva Hospice, 432 E. Shotwell St., 
Bainbridge, GA 39819.

Rebecca Graham
January 25, 1980 to April 30, 2014

Ruskin, Fla.
When tomorrow starts without me, 

don’t think we are far apart, for every 
time you think of me, I’m right there in 
your hearts. 

Becky will always be cherished as 
her journey carries on in heaven with 
the rest of our loved ones who have 
passed all too soon!

Becky was a caring person who 
would do anything for anyone in need. 
She was very adventurous, she loved 
to hike, sky dive and camp. She just 
enjoyed life in the short time she was 
here. 

As per Becky’s career, she was a 
Sergeant at the Florida Department of 
Corrections. She was a very smart girl 
who excelled in school; she had her 
master’s degree in Criminal Justice, 
and had plans to get her doctorate. 

We will always remember her in our 
hearts! We love you so much! Until we 
meet again.

Harry M. Groce
Harry M. Groce, 89, of Ellenton, Fla., 

passed away April 29, 2014.  He was 
born April 25, 1925, in Pennsylvania to 
Meril and Vera Groce.

He served with the U.S. Navy during 
World War II and the Korean Conflict.

Harry found his God Jehovah in 
1953 and continued to serve Him 
faithfully until the very end, while being 
surrounded by friends and family.

He had a sense of humor and found 
much joy and happiness that he used to 
help all who crossed his path or asked 
for help (he never met a stranger). He 
was a frequent volunteer for hurricane 
relief and to help construct places 
of worship for his faith. He took his 
responsibilities and followed Jehovah 
God’s principles to the deepest part of 
his heart and soul.

Harry owned several successful 
businesses over the years in Niles, 
Ohio, and, in Florida, in Ruskin, 
Wimauma and Palmetto.

He was a loving, gentle man who is 
survived by his wife of 63 years, Bette 
Ruth; daughter Laurel Taylor; grand-
sons Leland (Kim) and Michael Taylor; 
great-grandchildren McAleigh, Jada, 
Linsey, Julia, Bryce and Kaylee; sister 
Maxine (Groce) of Ellenton; brother Bill 
Groce of Ruskin; and many nieces and 
nephews. 

A memorial Service will be held 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 10, at the 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Palmetto, 1808 W. 10th Street.

Following will be a Celebration of Life 
at his grandson Leland’s home, 2515 
E. 43rd Street, Palmetto. All who knew 
Harry are welcome.

Eugene T. Mueller
Eugene T. Mueller, 88, of Sun City 

Center, Fla., formerly of Webster, 
N.Y., died April 30, 2014. Gene was 
a graduate of Clarkson University, an 
Army veteran and a longtime employee 
of Xerox Corp. He enjoyed 26 years of 
retirement.

He is survived by wife Phyllis, six 
children and their spouses, six step-
children and their spouses, 20 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services will be held on 
Tuesday, May 13, at 11 a.m. at Prince 
of Peace Catholic Church, 702 Valley 
Forge Blvd., in Sun City Center.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to LifePath Hospice, 12470 
Telecom Drive, Suite 300, Temple 
Terrace, FL 33637 or to the Sun City 
Center Emergency Squad.

Dessert card parties resume
The Council of Catholic Women of Prince of Peace Catholic Church 

invites anyone who likes to play cards — or any board game — to make 
up your own table in advance and attend the group’s dessert card party, 
held from noon to 3:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of the month in the 
Conesa Center.

The next dessert card party is Thursday, May 8. Cards, pencils and tal-
lies are furnished.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church is located at 702 Valley Forge Blvd. in 
Sun City Center. For more information, call 813-633-2460.

Dr. Charles Rentz was recently 
appointed by Bishop Ken Carter to 
lead the 800-plus-member United 
Methodist Church of Sun City 
Center. The church grew to its 
present size under the shepherding 
of Dr. Warren Langer, who recent-
ly retired from appointed ministry.

Rentz was born in Jacksonville 
and is a ninth-generation native 
Floridian, tracing his ancestry 
back to some of the early Span-
ish settlers in St. Augustine. He is 
a graduate of University Christian 
High School and Florida South-
ern College. He earned his Master 
of Divinity from Emory Univer-
sity and his Doctor of Ministry in 
Theological Studies from Boston 
University. He also did postdoc-
toral studies at Florida Gulf Coast 
University in the field of mental 
health counseling.

Rentz has served in several 
churches in Florida, including Mor-
rison United Methodist Church in 
Leesburg, Gulf Cove United Meth-
odist Church in Port Charlotte, 
Cape Coral First United Methodist 
Church in Cape Coral and, most re-
cently, at Emmanuel United Meth-
odist Church in Bradenton.

He is married to Dr. Marcia 
Rentz, an anesthesiologist and co-
owner of Oasis Anesthesia in Sara-
sota. They have five children with 
two, Keyton and Alaina, at home. 

Rentz begins his duties at Sun 
City Center United Methodist 
Church, 1210 Del Webb West, on 
July 1.   

Charles Rentz 
is new pastor 
for SCC United 
Methodist Church

From left are Dorothy Peterson, Hazel Crosby, Sheila Smith and Dot-
tie MacKenzie.

Redeemer Lutheran donates quilts to 
Sheriff’s Youth Ranch

Women from Redeemer Luther-
an Church presented 11 quilts to 
Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranch at 
its recent open house. 

The quilts were made by the 
Needler’s Circle, a group of 
women who quilt at Redeemer 
Church every Friday morning. In 
the last year, they sent 40 quilts to 
Lutheran World Relief and donat-
ed many others to local charitable 
organizations.

Send your news to

news@observernews.net
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

(813) 645-6102
Sunday Service .............................................................10 a.m.
Sunday School ..............................................................10 a.m.
Wednesday Service ........................................................5 p.m.
Reading Room ...............................Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

 Masses
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ..................................... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español .........Sabado 6:00 p.m.; Domingo 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession .................Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:15 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

S S

“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) .... 9:00 a.m. Sunday Evening Service ............ 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School ........................................... 9:30 am. Wednesday Evening Service ...... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............................ 10:55 a.m. Thursday Morning Prayer .......... 10:00 a.m.

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085

Worship Service @10:30 am
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 am

1707 33rd Street Southeast
Ruskin, Florida 33570

www.firstchristiansuncitycenter.com

Phone: 813-419-4930
Minister Mike Grant

Fir

st Chr istia n Church

Sun  Ci ty  Ce n te r  Fl o r i d a

FCC SCC

Area Places of Worship

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.
Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 

during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall between Services.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE            EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

A CARING CHRISTIAN FAMILY—WIGGLY CHILDREN WELCOME 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

      8:00 AM-Rite I  
      9:15 AM-Contemporary  

  11:00 AM-Rite II &Choir  
Morning Prayer  & Healing Service 

10 AM every Wednesday 
 

Fr. Lee Miller 
Priest 

SUN CITY CENTER  1015 Del Webb Blvd. E  
813-633-3970  -  stjohnrus@aol.com 

     Fellowship Hour after all services 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-481-9060

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Cecelia Moss, left, is shown with Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
members Jeanne Danek, Bill Palmer, Doris Palmer and Marilyn Bal-
kany.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
hosts April meeting of Sun City Center 
Interfaith Council

The April meeting of the Sun City Center Interfaith Council was 
hosted by the SCC Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Beth Israel 
Congregation. 

The speaker for the meeting was Cecelia Moss, academic intervention 
specialist at Reddick Elementary in Wimauma, who spoke about her job 
and thanked the IFC for the $5,000 grant, which will provide materials 
to help in Reddick’s early intervention program. 

The Interfaith Council has been a longtime supporter of programs 
at Reddick Elementary, using funds generated by the sales of donated 
goods at the Nearly New Shop.

jay sparkman photo

New Beginnings Fellowship celebrates Spring Hat Day
The ladies and men of New Beginnings Fellowship had a great time for Spring Hat Day, donning a se-
lection of creative and beautiful headwear.  Back row, from left: Pam Brady, Pastor Brady, Lori Asher, 
Billy Thomas, Sylvia Thomas, Dylan Carswell and Belinda Brady. Front, from left: Lexi Carswell, Nanny 
Brady, Cheryl Christopher, Virginia Schwartz, Nancy Freeman and Nita Thomas.

Community Church 
College gets new 
office manager, 
announces fall tours

Larry Piechoski is the new office 
manager for Community Church 
College, 1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun 
City Center. A retired management 
executive, he joined the college staff 
early this year. Right now, he’s busy 
preparing the catalog for the fall se-
mester, which begins Oct. 13. 

The catalog should be available 
around Labor Day; registration for 
the six-week college is Sept. 24. 
You can also find the catalog on-
line at www.4lifelearning.org.

In other news, the College has 
announced its fall tours:

• Oct. 17: Towles Court Arts District, 
Sarasota

• Oct. 25: Mount Dora Craft Fair, 
Mount Dora

• Oct. 31: Tour of Asolo Theater, 
Sarasota

• Nov. 1: Miracle on South Division 
Street — Early Bird Dinner Theatre, 
Clearwater

• Nov. 14: Dali Museum Picasso 
Exhibit, St. Petersburg

• Nov. 22: “Vegas and the Rat Pack,” 
Florida Orchestra, Mahaffey Theater

• Dec. 4: Christmas in the Park, 
Winter Park.

Details will be in the catalog. 
For more information, call 813-
634-8607.
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It feels so good knowing that
by pre-planning we’ve protected
not only each other but also
out entire family!

Thank you, National
Cremation Society

National Cremation
S O C I E T Y ®

FREE LUNCH and SEMINAR
on the bene�ts of pre-planning your cremation

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.,
Apollo Beach

Tues., May 13
Tues., May 20

Seminars begin
at 11 a.m.

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.,
Apollo Beach

Fri., May 16
Fri., May 23

Seminar begins
at 11 a.m.

LEAVE YOUR CHECKBOOKS AT HOME
Receive a $10 Visa Gi� Card

Can’t attend? Call us, we will bring it to you!

CALL NOW
(813) 401-1159
GENE DYREK

Reservation required. Limited seating.
First time attendees only.

Discount
savings
to those who 

attend

A+

LANDSIDE
941.758.7880

6906 14th St. W. on US 41
(1.5 miles north of SRQ Airport)

ELLENTON
941.721.7773

1525 51st Ave. E.
(Next to Ellenton Mall)

CORTEZ
941.792.0077

6696 Cortez Rd.
(5 minutes from Anna Maria Island)

www.oysterbar.net

Happy Hou r Every Day!
11am-5pm & 8pm-close 

Join Us On
Sunday, May 11th

Make Your 
Reservations 

NOW!Mother’sDa
y!

Free cup of soup and 
  a carnation for MOM!

  FREE 
Margarita 

        On Us!
Limit one per person, per visit. Expires 5/31/2014 

With purchase of entrée & this coupon. 

Good at all 3 locations.

C

Sat & Sun 
Domestic Drafts

$2 Dine-In
Only

Selected Apps 
from 2pm - 5pm only

1/2 
price

American Legion Post 389 family meetings
American Legion Post 389 holds its Family Monthly Meeting the first 

Wednesday of every month at 1112 W. Shell Point Road, Ruskin.
The Sons of the American Legion and Auxiliary Unit 389 start at 6:30 

p.m.; the Legion meets at 7 p.m.; followed by the American Legion Rid-
ers after a short break.

For more information, call 813-545-4623 or 717-631-2363.

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Adult Computer Classes for the Technologically Challenged
Computer Tutor — Wednesday, May 14, 5:30 p.m.

Tutoring in Microsoft software, email and the Internet. Limit 18. Reg-
ister in person no earlier than one hour before the start of the program.

1-ON-1 Training by Appointment Only — May 15, 16, 20, 22 & 23, 
3-4 p.m.

This is a special time to work specifically with you on any device or 
software problem. This must be booked in advance on the dates listed, 
if available. Call 813-273-3652 or visit the library to book your appoint-
ment.

South Hillsborough Elks Lodge 
#2672 Upcoming Activities

Every Wednesday — Best Spaghetti in Town - $7, All You Can Eat, 
for Elks and their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. Music by Bryan from 
5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday — Seafood, Sandwiches and a Chef’s Spe-
cial for Elks and their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. $8. Music by 
Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.  

Monday, May 12 — Blue Plate Special for all Elks and their guests at 
5 p.m. $8 per person. Menu: Roast pork and dressing with all the trim-
mings. No tickets sold after May 9.

Monday, May 26 — Blue Plate Special for all Elks and their guests, 
5 p.m. $8 per person. Indoor Memorial Day Picnic, details to follow. No 
tickets sold after May 23.

The South Hillsborough Elks Lodge is a clean, smoke-free environ-
ment that accepts all major credit and debit cards and is at 1630 U.S. 
Highwy 41 S. in Ruskin. Telephone: 813-645-2089. 

A BIG token of affection for Mother’s Day: 
Manatee gift adoption

If kitchen gad-
gets or fuzzy slip-
pers just won’t 
do for Mother’s 
Day this year, 
Save the Mana-
tee Club recom-
mends some-
thing memorable 
and impressive, 
such as a mana-
tee gift adoption.

A tax-deduct-
ible gift adoption 
from the Club 
costs $25 and includes an adoption 
certificate, full-color photo and bi-
ography of a real, living manatee. 

Just choose an endangered 
manatee for mom from any of the 
adoptees you see posted on the 
club’s website at savethemanatee.
org/adoptees . 

The adoption package also 
comes with a fact-filled handbook, 
plus subscriptions to the club’s 
official quarterly newsletter, The 
Manatee Zone, which features 
updates on the manatee adoptees, 
and the bimonthly e-newsletter, 
Paddle Tales. For $35 or more, 
new members will also receive a 
heart-shaped manatee ornament, 
while they last. 

Renee Vogl from Chicago ad-
opted ‘Lily’ from the club’s Blue 
Spring Adopt-A-Manatee® pro-
gram for her mother last year.  
“My mom loved getting a manatee 
for Mother’s Day,” says Renee.   
“She keeps Lily’s photo in her liv-
ing room. I decided on a manatee 
adoption because I’m tired of get-

ting people ‘stuff’ as gifts.” 
Since 1981, Save the Manatee 

Club, an international nonprofit 
501(c)3 manatee-conservation or-
ganization, has been the voice for 
manatees. Renowned singer/song-
writer Jimmy Buffett co-founded 
the organization.   

Funds from the adoption pro-
gram help with the Club’s goals 
to reduce manatee harassment, 
injuries and deaths from human 
activity; to protect ample healthy 
habitat to support a stable or grow-
ing manatee population; and to 
ensure that sufficient conservation 
measures have been adopted to ac-
complish these goals.

More information about mana-
tees and gift adoptions for Moth-
er’s Day can be found at savethe-
manatee.org, or by calling toll free 
at 1-800-432-5646. 

Also, sign up for the club’s free 
e-newsletter and watch mana-
tees in their natural habitat on the 
club’s Blue Spring webcams at 
manatv.org.
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0% Financing Available with Approved Credit. All Insurance and Hearing Aid Benefi t Plans Welcome. Humana and AARP Discounts Honored.

1466 Oakfi eld Drive
Brandon, FL 33511

(813) 708-1383

Hearing Centers of Southwest Florida
139 South Pebble Beach Blvd., Ste 104

Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 708-1694
Walk-ins Welcome! FREE Second Opinions! Proud to be American-Owned & Operated!

Voted 1st Place Customer Service and 2nd Place Hearing Aids, 2012 www.suncitycenterhearingcenter.com
www.hearingcenterofbrandon.com

Choose from Three 
Complete Hearing Aid 

Product Lines

Take Advantage of the Trade-In Event!
Trade-In Value on 
ONE Hearing Aid

Trade-In Value on 
TWO Hearing Aids

PropelTM w30 $250 $600

PropelTM w40 $400 $1,000

PropelTM w50 $500 $1,200 BEST VALUE!
Trade-in offer is subject to participation and quantity limitations. No other offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales.

And if You Have a Hearing Loss...
Our Specialists are highly trained to understand hearing loss. We will fi nd the 
best solution for you and your budget.Take advantage of a FREE Personalized 
Hearing Screening Now! Call one of our convenient locations below.

Call Now for Your FREE Hearing Screening and FREE Ear Canal 
Inspection May 8th - 16th ONLY! Call Today!

Not sure
what type of 

hearing help
you need?

We Can Help! Call Today for your 
No-Obligation Appointment!

Whatever your opinion about hearing help was 20 seconds ago, you can forget it! Now there is an amazing 
new hearing instrument that delivers noticeably improved hearing, is easy to use, and comes with a 30-Day 
Satisfaction Guarantee. Propel™ is designed for people who want a virtually invisible hearing device that will 
help them hear better in all situations. Walk into any situation with complete confi dence. Be it one-on-one con-
versations, walking on a noisy street, conversations in a restaurant or watching TV or listening to music — you 
will now be able to enjoy everything much, much more because you can understand much, much more. No 
matter where you are or what you’re doing, Propel is designed to make hearing effortless again. Call Now for 
your No-Obligation Appointment!

We have hearing instruments to fi t all styles and budgets.

BTE
(Behind The Ear)

RIC 
(Receiver In Canal)

ITE
(In The Ear)

ITC 
(In The Canal)

CIC 
(Completely In Canal)

IIC 
(Invisible In Canal)
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NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

Don
645-8985

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

Call Don or John

Over 50 Years Experience

®

ER0012636

 Family Owned and Operated

263-6503

D. KAY CARR, P.A.
Attorney at Law

• Family • Criminal • Probate
• Wills and Estate Planning

• Civil Litigation • Real Estate

214 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

(813) 645-7557

ATTORNEYA

AC REPAIR/SALES

COMPUTER REPAIRC

CLEANINGC

ELECTRICIANE

Need help with your 
computer, or setting up 

your electronics?

MAC & PC
Friendly, Professional, Microsoft Certified, A+

$35 per hr.
Setting up, Upgrades, Virus Removal, Spyware, 

Pop-Ups, Security, Email & Printer Problems

Call Ryan 813-262-2559

BAIL BONDSB

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Call for FREE Estimate
(813) 671-7870

Robert Gerstenschlager

WE FIX IT ALL!

813-642-6182

Business & Trade Directory

FLOORING

BO SIDDLE

WOOD 
FLOORING

■ Sanding & Refinishing
■ Sales
■ Installing Laminate,  
    Vinyl & Hardwood

FREE ESTIMATES
bosiddle1@gmail.com

941-592-0802

LLC

HANDYMAN*

*No project over $1000. No 
electrical, gas, or  plumbing, 

and nothing structural.

HOME IMPROVEMENTH

HOME INSPECTIONSH

LANDSCAPING

LOCKSMITH

AY SERVICES CORP.
LOCKSMITH

Owner: Johnny Cook / Stan-Tech

Locked out of your car or home?
We’ll promptly get you in!

813 633-5100

SOUTHSHORE 
INSPECTIONS, INC.

JEFF OLSON

(813) 300-3089

GUTTER
CLEANING

248-
979-0166

Lic.  #RC29027076

FLORIDA REGISTERED ROOFING CONTRACTOR
G. HORN ROOFING LLC OF APOLLO BEACH

(813)
419-4165

“Superb Quality Guaranteed”

40 Years Experience

(813)

Johnny Sewell
(813) 641-2099

Mobile (813) 404-2022

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDARuskin &

 Sun City Center
Chamber Member

CUSTOM ROOFING
and REPAIRS

All Types of Roofing

No job too big or too small!
SERVING SINCE 1973

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
FREE 

ESTIMATES

S

WINDOW FILMW

®

TREE SERVICET

HOME & AUTO
TINTING

• SOLAR 
• STORM 
• AUTO

Solar Designs

103 College Ave. W. Ruskin, FL

813-982-0218
813-690-3296

ROOFING

“We’re On Top Of It”

BUDDY’S ROOFING

813-982-0218

“Leak & Re-Roofing Specialists”
WE FIX LEAKS NO ONE ELSE CAN!

www.buddysroofing.com

t 

We Carry Workers’ Comp
For Your Protection

Residential & Commercial Construction

PLUMBINGP

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

David Squire
®

The Name You Know. The Service You Trust.

CFC#019149 CFC#1428556

(813) 641-9174
www.shjplumbing.com

POOLSP
Innovative Solar, Inc.
“Selling Environmentally
Friendly Products Since 1993”

Pool Heating
Attic Fans
Hot Water

   Systems

Sun City Center 

813-922-4324
FINANCING AVAILABLE

PAINTINGP

ROOFING

STORAGES

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!The Floor Source
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