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BACK PAIN
The “Healthy Living” seminar series at South Bay 
Hospital last week featured treatment options for back 
pain presented by neurosurgeon Dr. Larry Fishman. 
Read the story on page 7 for information on where to 
register and find a list of upcoming topics in the series. 

NEXT WEEK...
Have you been driving 20 miles to buy fabric? Then 
you’ll be pleased to know there is now a wide selection 
of fabrics available locally, along with children’s 
sewing classes, quilting and the latest technology in 
sewing machines. Read it in the April 3 issue.
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Poker Run 
benefits C.A.R.E. 
Animal Shelter
By  ■ KEVIN BRADY
kevin@observernews.net

Animal lovers will take to the 
streets April 5 for a poker 
run to benefit a local animal 

shelter that has saved thousands of 
cats and dogs.

“Cruisin’ for Critters” benefits 
Ruskin’s Critter Adoption and 
Rescue Effort, a no-kill animal 
shelter.

A poker run fundraiser has been 
suggested several times over the 
years for the shelter, said Sharon 
Becker, C.A.R.E.’s president. 

“We hope the poker run gener-
ates funds, but we would also 
like to be seen in a new market,” 
Becker said. “So if we reach a dif-
ferent audience and sign up new 
members, that will be a success.” 

Operating from a three-acre site 
on 27th Street SE, the shelter pro-
vides temporary homes and care 
for cats and dogs that might other-
wise be killed, finding families for 
up to 10 animals a month. 

Equipped with multiple kennels, 
clinics and several play areas for 
the animals, the shelter operates 
with only one full-time employee, 
a small army of volunteers and a 
meager $100,000 annual budget 
covering everything from utilities 
to dog food.

Participants in the event, open to 
cars and motorcycles, can register 
for the poker run between 10 to 
11:30 a.m. at The Dog House, 
204 Shell Point Road W, Ruskin. 
The $25 per vehicle fee includes 

Bill Carroll, a 
volunteer dog 
handler at Critter 
Adoption 
and Rescue 
Effort no-kill 
animal shelter, 
works with 
Star, a dog 
at the 
Ruskin 
shelter.

Garden workshop for 
veterans and their 

families
The Manatee County Agricultural 

Museum and Palmetto Historical 
Park are offering a “Build a 
Container Victory Garden” for 
veterans and their young children.

The workshop will be held 
Saturday, March 29, from 10 
a.m. to noon at 515 W. 10th Ave., 
Palmetto. 

Preregistration is necessary for 
the workshop, as space is limited. 
Call 941-721-2034 to register.

KEVIN BRADY 
PHOTO Lennard High student wins college soccer scholarship

KEVIN BRADY PHOTO
Lennard High soccer standout Kristopher Ospina puts pen to paper 
on his Letter of Intent to play soccer at Florida College in Temple 
Terrace. Looking on, right, are his parents,  Jorge and Olga; John 
Guarisco, Lennard’s assistant principal for administration, third 
from right; Lennard soccer coach Mark Robinson and Florida Col-
lege coach Saif Alasafeer.

By  ■ KEVIN BRADY
kevin@observernews.net

Kristopher Ospina is the rarest 
kind of athlete: The Earl J. Len-
nard High School standout soccer 
player has brains and brawn to 
burn.

One of the best soccer play-
ers the Ruskin school has ever 
produced, Ospina has earned a 
scholarship to Florida College in 
Temple Terrace. 

Ospina operates as a center 

midfielder, spraying passes to set 
up forwards and winning tackles 
to snuff out opposition attacks. 
If there were a quarterback in 
soccer, it would be the center 
midfielder.

“He’s one of the best players 
I have ever had skillwise,” said 
Mark Robinson, who has been 
coaching soccer for 20 years, the 
last eight as head of Lennard’s 
boys soccer program. “He’s as 
good as any center midfielder 
I’ve ever had.”

In 41 games, the Lennard 
captain has scored 26 times and 
set up 20 other goals, accord-
ing to Max Preps, the bible for 
high school athletic stats. But it’s 
the contributions that stats can’t 
measure — breaking up attacks, 
envisioning how to develop plays,  
and leadership on the field —  
where Ospina excels.

“Ecstatic,” was Ospina’s reac-
tion when he heard about the 
scholarship offer. “It’s pretty nice 
to hear that they wanted me to 
come to their school.” 

While he will be keeping his 

eye on the ball, Ospina is also 
mindful of the future and plans 
to earn a business degree at the 
school. “I just want to develop 
my soccer there, but also get a 
degree as well.”

Ospina is a student of the game, 
constantly looking to improve but 
also “working hard to make those 
around him better. He can also 
see a play developing, and when 
the other team has the ball, he can 
see what side of the field that play 
will shift to,” Robinson said.

It’s those qualities that caught 
the eye of Saif Alasafeer, the 
new head soccer coach at Florida 
College. 

“Kristopher has tremendous po-
tential, on and off the field, which 
is exactly what we look for in a 
student athlete,” said Alasafeer, 
a former Florida College player 
who was named head coach last 
month. “He is smart, reads the 
game well, has great athletic abil-
ity and has just about everything 
you would ever want in a soccer 

Local artists take center stage at Winthrop Arts Festival

KEVIN BRADY PHOTO
Ron Deel, a Ruskin artist, says he has sold more than 1,000 pieces 
of his unique artwork.

By  ■ KEVIN BRADY
kevin@observernews.net
Some of the area’s best artists 

helped draw thousands of visitors 
to Riverview for the sixth annual 
Winthrop Arts Festival, March 22 
and 23.

The festival showcased the 
work of more than 80 artists in 
categories ranging from oil paint-
ings to ceramics and jewelry, with 
musical entertainment provided 
by local bands and schools. 

Larry Meckley, for one, was 
impressed by the quality of the 
work.

“It’s all top-notch material,” 
said Meckley, a first-time visitor 
to the festival at Winthrop Town 
Centre. “We had a chance to 
walk around and visit many of 
the vendors, and there are a lot of 
diverse, talented people here.” 

All of which is music to the ears 
of Riverview’s Jolanta Pietras, a 
glass and silversmith artist who 
has been working local art shows 
for a decade.

“This is my neighborhood 
and I see a lot of people locally 
who come by,” Pietras said. “It 

thing,” Daniel said. “We have had 
a lot of people come in and just 
‘ooh’ and ‘ahh,’ the response has 
been great. Besides just the craft-
ing, we make practical art. It’s 
all very well-made and will last a 
long time.”

helps brings people together. 
The response has been wonder-
ful. Everyone also seems to like 
what I am doing, which is always 
nice.” Pietras said she exhibits in 
Ybor City every weekend but that 
“this is nice because it is so close 
to home.”

Ron Deel, a former industrial 
artist who studied art in college 
but first took up painting seri-
ously eight years ago, has sold 
more than 1,000 pieces of art. 
The Ruskin native specializes in 
eye-catching nature scenes, his 
work on turtles and birds seeming 
to leap from the canvas.

“My work is a modern graphic, 
bold, in-your-face  kind of wild-
life,” he said. “You can walk 100 
feet away from my work, and 
all my pictures come out at you. 
They literally have magnetism 
and draw you in.”

Deel is a regular at arts festi-
vals in Apollo Beach and Ruskin 
every year. He says attending the 
shows helps artists get their name 
out while also helping with sales.

“I have probably 30 to 40 
patrons who collect my work,” 

Deel said,  “and they come to the 
shows that I tell them I am going 
to attend.”

Daniel and Stacy Tabb trav-
eled from Lakeland for a chance 
to display their work in leather, 
fiber, knit and paint. 

“We do a little bit of every-
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America’s Finest Cabinets

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.
   Across from Chili’s

Countertop

Surfaces available

with a FREE

Standard Edge and

FREE Stainless

Steel Sink

18 Months
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“We Beat All Superstores 
on Price and Service”

Delivery available in under 3 weeks

Publix

   
 D

el
 W

eb
b 

Bl
vd

. E
.

Hightower
Dermatology

W
al

-M
ar

t

S.R. 674

U.
S.

 3
01

KORTNEY D. HIGHTOWER, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

www.HightowerDermatology.com
HightowerDermatology@gmail.com

Call Now  813-634-1484

Accepting New Patients
Practicing in Tampa Bay area since 2007

955 E. Del Webb Blvd. Ste. 101
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Located in Commonwealth 
Medical Plaza behind Publix

in Sun City Center

ABWA hosts annual High Tea CHERE SIMMONS PHOTOS
The South Shore Chapter #1409 of the American Business Women’s Association held its annual high tea 
and fashion show March 15 at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sun City Center. The event included a fashion 
show with clothing from the Rose Boutique in Ruskin. The gently used clothing and accessories bou-
tique is owned by the Mary & Martha House shelter for abused and homeless women and their children. 
Above, models show some of the reasonably priced items that can be found at the boutique.  There was 
also a silent auction, 50/50 raffle, and ticket sales for the event that all went to the club’s scholarship 
fund for local high school girls. For more information about ABWA, call Kathy Hicks at 813-746-1232. 
The chapter meets the third Monday of every month at the Sandpiper Grille & Bunkers, 1702 S. Pebble 

Ciccio Cali cuts ribbon with 
help of Riverview Chamber 

By  ■ Kevin Brady
kevin@observernews.net

With perfect weather and a near-
by arts festival dropping thousands 
of potential customers near his 
doorstep, Matthew Lanza couldn’t 
have picked a much better day for 
a ribbon cutting at Ciccio Cali in 
Riverview’s Winthrop Town Cen-
tre on March 22.

But if the visitors to the Winthrop 
Arts Festival had their first taste of 
the restaurant’s fare, it will be con-
sistency of service and quality that 
will keep them coming back, said 
Lanza, a Ciccio’s partner.

“Everyone makes mistakes, but 
we are persistent and really make 
sure the quality is there,” he said. 
“We are also always looking for 
great, innovative people who can 
bring something to the table be-
cause, at the end of the day, if you 
don’t have good people working 
for you, it doesn’t matter. We, how-
ever, have a really good team now, 
and that takes a lot of pressure off 
me and my partners,” said Lanza, 
who grew up in the business with 
his parents running several New 
York City restaurants.

The Greater Riverview Chamber 
of Commerce conducted the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, which in-
cluded live music, a magician and 
a children’s bounce house.

Part of the Ciccio Restaurant 
Group, this is the third Ciccio Cali 
in the Bay area, with similar res-
taurants in South Tampa and St. 
Petersburg. 

Offering a health-infused ap-
proach to dining out, with bowls, 
wraps and stir-fry options, the 
3,000-square-foot restaurant also 
features dairy- and gluten-free 

food, along with traditional fare 
such as macaroni and cheese, pizza 
and quesadillas. Pets even get a 
bowl of water when they sit on the 
patio.

“We pride ourselves on healthy, 
well-balanced meals,” Lanza said.

While restaurants often seem to 
come and go before the paint has 
a chance to dry on their walls, 
Lanza, with 25 years in the busi-
ness, believes he has the recipe for 
success.

He credits chef Ryan Mitchell, a 
former employee of the renowned 
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse, with 
helping Ciccio Cali maintain high 
standards throughout the compa-
ny’s kitchens.

“This job has given me a lot of 
freedom on how to execute things 
on the line, and they have also giv-
en me free range for kitchen design, 
hiring and training, so it’s been a lot 
of fun for me,” said Mitchell, who 
has been working in restaurants for 
12 years. “It’s fun every day, and 
not like coming to work.”

With three locations in the Bay 
area, consistency is key in the 
kitchen, Mitchell said. “It’s very 
important customers get the same 
experience at each location, and all 
the food tastes the same.”

Ciccio Cali’s is open Monday 
through Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m.; Friday, 11:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m.; also a Saturday and Sun-
day brunch from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
a Saturday dinner from 3 to 9:30 
p.m., and Sunday dinner from 3 to 
9 p.m.

For more information on Ciccio 
Cali, 11230 Sullivan St., call 813-
436-3840 or visit cicciorestaurant-
group.com.

kEvIN bRady PHOTO
With the restaurant booming on the day Ciccio Cali held its grand 
opening, partners Ryan McGough, left, and Matthew Lanza, right, 
with chef Ryan Mitchell, were all smiles.

Beach Blvd., Sun City Center. 
Membership is extended to all 
business women in the South-
Shore area.

Dolores Berens was named 
Woman of the Year for her contri-
butions to ABWA as well as her 
many other accomplishments. 
She was presented a crystal 
plaque by club president Kathy 
Hicks, right. 

One of the beautifully decorated 
tables at the tea.

Members modeled fashions 
from the Rose Boutique.
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INTRODUCTION SPECIAL
All Treatments $20*

*through April 30th

For information on how you can get relief, call today!
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Sun City Center Integrative Medicine

(813) 331-3940

END
CHRONIC

PAIN

ACUPUNCTURE
FINANCING AVAILABLE

®

First Time Service Discount

SERVICE or
REPAIRS

$25 Off
Exp. 5/30/14

New Installation

DISCOUNT

$250
Exp. 5/30/14

Call Innovative Solar, Inc.!
813-857-7595

When was 
the last time 
you had your 
solar heater 

checked?

Monthly Maintenance Available 
for Snowbirds!

www.goodguysgolfcarts.com

Good Guys Golf Carts
Serving Central Florida

813-501-4181

NEW! Maintenance & 
Inspection Service

Bring your cart for a full service and inspection! 
Located at Freedom Fairways golf course, Sun City Center.

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. first Wednesday of each month
starting April 2nd!

Batttery Specials
6/6v ................$499
6/8v ................$599
4/12v ..............$599

Plus tax, includes 
installation at your home!

Great inventory of 
NEW and USED 

TIRES!

Battery meter 
installations

only $99
ClubCar’s 
choice 
battery since 
2009

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Detectives fear more victims after 4 arrested in Wimauma, Ruskin robbery spree
By  ■ KEVIN BRADY
kevin@observernews.net

Detectives believe there may be 
more victims after arresting four 
people in a three-day crime spree 
that included armed robberies and 
assaults in Wimauma and Ruskin.

“Based on the random nature 
of these crimes, there may be 
additional victims who may have 
been victimized by these suspects 
but did not make a report,” said 
the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office in a statement announcing 
the arrests.

The first attack occurred at 
around 10 a.m., March 15, when 
a 13-year-old boy was taking 
out trash at a migrant worker 
camp at 5242 Guadalupe Blvd., 
in Wimauma, when two men 
approached him on foot and asked 
if he had any money. 

When the boy said no, he 
was knocked to the ground and 
kicked in the head. The two men 
searched his pockets and fled after 
they found no money. The victim 
received minor injuries, said 

investigators.
The next day at 5:45 a.m., a 

28-year-old man was leaving the 
Prime Time Food Store when he 
was confronted by two men, both 
armed with handguns. 

The victim was able to run back 
to the store before the suspects 
could take anything. He was not 
injured. Witnesses later described 
the possible suspect vehicle as a 
silver Chrysler 300.  

A few hours after that attempted 
robbery, at about 9 a.m., a 50-year-
old woman was walking on 5th 
Street SW near College Avenue  in 
Ruskin when a man and a woman 
jumped out of a silver Chrysler 
and took the victim’s purse at 
gunpoint. 

And, about an hour later, a man, 
55, was riding his bicycle along 
Lightfoot Road and Sundance 
Trail in Wimauma when a silver 
Chrysler pulled up next to him. 
Three males carrying handguns 
and wearing ski masks knocked 
the victim from his bike and took 
cash from the victim’s pocket 

while one attacker held a gun to 
the man’s head.

The last reported attack took 
place at 7:40 a.m. on March 18, 
when a man, 56, was walking home 
from Tienda Los Primos store,  
5530 North St., Wimauma. He told 
officials a silver vehicle pulled up 
next to him, a man wearing a ski 
mask and carrying a handgun got 
out of the car and ordered him to 
the ground and stole his wallet. 

None of the victims, except the 
13-year-old boy, was physically 
injured.

Investigators say they developed 
a significant lead in the case March 
18 through a surveillance photo of 
a Chrysler 300 that was parked 
at the Prime Time Food Store 
just before the March 16 robbery. 
Detectives issued a countywide 
alert for the vehicle.

Detective Eric Johnson spotted 

HillsborougH County sHeriff’s offiCe

Eddie Martinez-Heredia
HillsborougH County sHeriff’s offiCe

Adan Vasquez Jr.

the car and the alleged suspects the 
next day at the Circle K at 5133 
State Road 674. All four suspects 
were taken into custody.
Arrested were: 

• Eddie Martinez-Heredia, 24, of 
Wimauma. He was charged with 
armed robbery with a firearm, 
attempted armed robbery, strong-
armed robbery, aggravated battery, 
battery, driving while his license 
was suspended, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

• Adan Vasquez Jr., 19, of 
Wimauma. He was charged with 
armed robbery with a firearm, 
attempted armed robbery, strong-
armed robbery, aggravated battery 
and battery.

Two other suspects, aged 16 and 
17, face various counts of armed 
robbery and aggravated battery

Anyone victimized by any of 
these suspects and who has not 
made a report is asked to contact 
the Sheriff’s office at 813-247-
8200.

There is no indication at this 
time that these incidents are gang 
related, investigators said.
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Crickets,
Mice,

Rats and
Worms

Puppies 
and  Kittens 

Available

DOGS, CATS & RABBITS
•Buy a Hamster Case,
Get a FREE Hamster

•Buy a Guinea Pig Complete Setup,
Get a FREE Guinea Pig 

(while supplies last)

Buy 5 Grooms, Get 6th 50% OFF. Offers cannot be combined. One offer per visit.

Around The World AnimAls
6140 N. US Hwy. 41 • Apollo Beach • 813-304-2523

MUST MENTION AD WHEN SCHEDULING

pet supplies & groomingpet supplies & grooming

(813) 641-3603
205 W. Shell Point Road

Ruskin, FL 33570
accountantapollobeach.com

Are You Paying 
Too Much 
Tax?

Ask Someone 
Who Will Make Sure 

You Are Not!
Nishi Perera is a Certified Public Accountant with 
27 years experience. He knows how to help you 
pay only what you owe, not one penny more.
His dedication to client service means he will 
take the time to investigate your situation and to 
explain things so you will understand.

NEW CLIENT COUPON OFFER

$40 Off !
Your first service with this coupon. 

New clients only. Limit one.

ATTENTION Contractors:
Check out our selection of tools & supplies

www.TampaCrossties.com

• Gravel
• Washed Shell
• Pine Bark
• Mulch
• Lava Rock
• Lawn Furniture

Need Landscaping Advice?
Speak with one of our Professionals!

42” Round Table Set

Variety of 
Concrete 
Outdoor

Furniture & 
Accessories

Resurface your 
deck at a fraction 

of the price of 
replacement

Bulk Mulch & 
Rock

Mon.-Fri. 
8-5:00

Sat. 8-2

2604 College Ave. E. • Ruskin S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75 813-641-0090

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

• Tools
• Boulders
• Bagged 

Material
• Concrete 

Parking Stops

RED MULCH 5 BAGS FOR $10

Lifelike
Durable

Affordable

Syn-Turf

Expires 4/5/14

720 4th Street SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3529
Ken Knox, Contractor Lic: #RX0057641Glass Rooms, Screen 

Rooms, Screen Fronts, 
Garage Screens, Pool 
Enclosures, Carports, 

Vinyl & Acrylic Windows, 
Roof Overs, Awnings,

House Windows

210 Woodland Estates S.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3111
Fax: 813-645-4118
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The 40-hour work week is dead. 
According to several studies, we 
are now working longer and harder 
hours than we were 10 years ago. 
Leisure time is shrinking at an 
alarming pace. It is 
amazing that this can 
be happening in a time 
when modern equipment 
has taken over many of 
the drudgery jobs of past 
years. We have a choice: 
Continue to work these 
hours, or look for ways 
to get our jobs done in 
less time. We can work smarter, 
not harder, at any task we tackle, 
whether it’s in the workforce or 
a volunteer activity, but we must 
organize in order to do it. Here are 
several suggestions for achieving 
peak performance.

1. Over a two-week period, 
keep a record of the time of day 
you feel you are most effective. 
Then begin scheduling your most 
difficult problems for that time. 
This will allow you to bring your 
full abilities to bear in solving 
the problem. Save your off-peak 
hours to work on things that are 
less complicated and/or more 
interesting. Remember that you do 
not have to be very productive to 
have fun.

2. British poet Edward Young 
said, “Procrastination is the thief 
of time.” Pick a project and then 
get started. Time spent trying 
to decide what to do, beyond a 
reasonable amount of planning, 
is unproductive. As the Nike 
commercials say, “Just do it.”

3. Set aside sufficient time 
to complete a project. Starting 

By William Hodges

and stopping a project is 
counterproductive and will add 
hours that produce no tangible 
results. 

4. If possible, divide a large 
project into separate tasks 
that, when completed, do 
not have to be handled 
again. You will then be 
able to complete the 
project in sections over 
a period of time without 
loss of efficiency.

5. Remove distractions 
whenever possible, and 

be wary of diversions. Simply 
turning your chair so you are not 
facing a traffic pattern and being 
distracted by people walking past 
can save you hours during a year’s 
time. Since you are not making 
eye contact with them, they are 
less likely to stop and talk with 
you. You may also wish to take the 
desktop icons off your computer 
for the games of solitaire and 
hearts. If you are not addicted to 
these games, this piece of advice 
will not be understood; but I 
suspect many of you will know 
what I mean. These games can 
divert many hours from useful 
projects.

6. In the immortal words of 
early film star Greta Garbo, do 
not hesitate to tell people “I need 
to be alone.” Within the bounds of 
courtesy, be assertive enough to 
ask those people who sit at your 
desk and waste your time to leave. 
On the other hand, be sure that you 
are not one of those people who 
wastes the time of others.

7. Last but not least, be sure 
that you are doing what you do 
best, and that you have delegated 
the things that should be done 
by others. It is difficult for many 
people to let others complete a part 
of a task. However, if you are ever 

to be really successful, you must 
learn to let go and trust others to 
work with you to a common goal.

Working up to your potential can 
help to recover some of the hours 
you may now be wasting, and it 
may allow you more time for the 
things you really enjoy. These 
are just a few ideas about how to 
increase efficiency. Try them in 
your office or in your home this 
week; see what a difference they 
can make in your performance.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa 
Bay Community Network, that airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (Bright House 
channel 950, Verizon channel 30) 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (BH 
channel 949, Verizon channel 36). 
The shows can also be viewed at www.
hodgesvideos.com.  Phone:  813-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com  
Website: www.billhodges.com

Positive Talk: Working up to potential

Calling all fiber 
artists!

A group fiber exhibit is planned 
for November/December 2014 at the 
SouthShore Regional Library, and or-
ganizers are seeking artists in quilting, 
weaving, handmade paper and felting.  

Applications are available at the li-
brary’s Information Desk, 15816 Beth 
Shields Way, Ruskin. Applications 
must be returned by April 28.  

For more information, call Laurie 
Burhop at 813-273-3652.

Spring art show 
set for April 5 at 
Riverside Club

Head on over to the Riverside 
Club Golf & Boating Resort in 
Ruskin on Saturday, April 5, for the 
community’s Spring Art Show.

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 30 quality 
artists and crafters will display their 
work at the Landings Clubhouse. In 
addition, there will be live music.

To get to Riverside Club, turn 
onto Universal Drive off U.S. 41, 
turn right on Stephens Drive, then 
follow the signs for the art show.

Riverside Club’s address is 1 Pier 
Drive, Ruskin.

Be sure to search our classified 
section starting on  page 27

Have something to announce 
yourself?

Call Beverly
813-645-3111
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IT’S FINALLY
HERE!

Spring
Trade Show

 or 

FREE ADMISSION
100 Vendors
Door Prizes

The SCC 
Chamber of 
Commerce’s

Food
Refreshments

813-634-1455
 (One block west of the Hospital)

www.theskincancercenters.com
South Hillsborough County’s Only Fellowship Trained Mohs Surgeon

Michael G. Caruso, M.D. Howard A. Oriba, M.D. Leslee Baute, P.A.-C.

Longest Practicing Dermatology Office in Sun City Center
ESTABLISHED IN 1982

|  State-of-the-Art Mohs Surgical Laboratory  |  General Dermatology
|  Skin Cancer Identification, Diagnosis, Treatment and Removal

|  Rash Treatment  |  Mole Removal  |  Cosmetics

Accepting 
New Patients

Free Skin Cancer Screening
For Your Medical, Surgical and Cosmetic 
Needs: Available Monday Through Friday

Now accepting Simply Healthcare

Cypress Creek woman recognized for charitable work

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Marge Yarger was stunned to 
receive the Presbyterian Wom-
en’s Honorary Life Membership 
Award while serving on the altar 
with the Rev. Mark Salmon at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church 
March 23. “I had no idea I was 
going to be the one to receive it, 
and I was so shocked when they 
started reading the bio and I 
heard ‘from Lansing, Michigan,’ 
I reached out and touched Rev. 
Mark to be sure I was still stand-
ing up.”

diCk YaRgER PHOTOs
On her recent trip to Africa, Marge Yarger participated in the daily 
life of native tribes as they carried supplies through the jungle and 
thatched roofs on their huts.

By  ■ PENNY FLETCHER
penny@observernews.net

Marge and Dick Yarger chose 
the Tampa Bay area because of 
their love of sports, but sports 
isn’t what their life’s been about.

“When we lived in Port Char-
lotte, we would drive up this 
way to see the Lightning and the 
Rays games,” Marge said. “We 
followed them closely from the 
beginning, and we were there 
when the Lightning won the Stan-
ley Cup.”

So in 2002, when it came time 
for the two lifelong educators to 
retire, they bought a house in the 
Villages of Cypress Creek, close 
to their daughter Wende in Ruskin 
and still not far from their son 
Kirk in Sarasota, and continued to 
go to the games and follow their 
teams.

But other things about the area 
began to draw their attention, and 
having been involved in churches 
where they lived before, soon 
they were heavily involved in St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church.

In addition to being an Elder 
and Deacon, Marge has served in 
many areas of ministry, including 
Circle Leader, Secretary-Treasur-
er of the Presbyterian Women, on 
the Health Cabinet and Nominat-
ing Committee, and has taught 
Christian education classes.

This year she was also on the 
World Day of Prayer Planning 

Committee and is a Stephen 
Ministry leader,  co-chairwoman 
of the Prayer Shawl Ministry and 
Vice Moderator of Presbyterian 
Women.

She has been active in the com-
munity as well, and has volun-
teered with Friends of the Library 
and backstage with the Pelican 
Players.

Sunday, March 23, while she 
was helping the Rev. Mark 
Salmon on the altar, she was sur-
prised by being presented with the 
Presbyterian Women’s Honorary 
Life Membership Award.

According to the Presbyterian 
calendar, that was the Sunday 
designated as Celebrate the Gifts 
of Women Sunday.

But Marge hasn’t been active 
only here in her community. Ever 
since obtaining a master’s degree 
in education from Michigan State 
University, she’s been interested 
in people and cultures, and she 
and Dick put that curiosity to use 
by traveling the world in a differ-
ent way than most travelers do.

“We don’t just see the tourist 
attractions, although we do get 
to do a lot of fun things and see 
beautiful places,” she said. “I 
wish I had gone as a child — or at 
least when I was much younger. 
We here in this country have so 
much we don’t realize, and see-
ing the things we’ve seen puts a 
whole new light on everything. 
Like here, we sleep in beds. In 
Cambodia, they sleep on the 
floor.”  

Booking only with Overseas 
Adventure Travels, they go to 
places others might overlook:  
Cambodia, Australia, Africa and 
China. And while they’re there, 
they participate in the local 
culture, work with schools, and 
Marge has even thatched roofs 
and carried supplies on her head 
with the natives.

“We chose Overseas Adventure 
because they have a foundation 
that supports orphanages and 
schools, and through them we get 
to meet families and see and do 
things with them,” she said.

Recently the Yargers held a slide 
presentation at St. Andrew that in-
cluded their time with the Maasai 
tribes, some of which are nomadic 
and some stay in one place.

“They impressed me a great 
deal, especially their housing,” 
Marge said. “They live in huts. 

The women and children get the 
wood and the men build them, 
and then the women thatch them 
on top and put together termite 
mound dirt dust and dung from 
their animals and plaster the walls 
with that.”

After being told how the tribes 
lived, women from St. Andrew 
began making them “pillowcase” 
dresses; called that because they 
have no shape so they will fit 
women of many sizes.

“We’ve become involved in a 
lot of things because of Marge,” 
said Dotty Guerrera. “Marge and 
Dick explain the plight of the 
people in Africa so well. And 
Marge is supporting our Presby-
terian Women’s group project to 
help children all over the world 
through the Heifer Project,” 
(where cows are bought for vil-
lages to raise).

The Presbyterian Women are 

active in all sorts of projects, both 
locally and globally, said Guer-
rera. “As Vice Moderator, she’s 
responsible for planning and 
producing four gatherings a year, 
each with a program of impor-
tance, to draw interested people 
from all over Hillsborough and 
Manatee counties. 

“In February we learned about 
prison ministry. People find it 
easy to overlook that segment of 
our population, and as a result of 
the program, we now have several 
people working with the speaker 
she brought in, Rebecca Reynal, 
in prisons and halfway houses, 
either through donations or with 
volunteer work.”

To find out more about St. 
Andrew’s programs or to become 
involved, call the church at 813-
634-1252 or stop by the office 
at 1239 W. Del Webb Blvd., Sun 
City Center.
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813.633.9200
Sun City Center, FL 33573
104 Pebble Beach Blvd. S. 

(Across from Walgreens)www.beltone.com
We are providers of BCBS.

Beltone First™ is compatible with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5, iPad Air iPad (4th generation), iPad mini with Retina display, iPad mini, and iPod touch (5th genera-
tion) using iOS 7.X or later. Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPad and iPod touch are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a 
service mark of Apple Inc. *With HearPlus app. Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and 
proper fit. Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated. *Discount off MSRP.

Ronald Hapanowicz
BC - HIS - HAS

Sun City Center / St. Petersburg

Introducing Beltone First —
a revolutionary Made for iPhone hearing aid

Now hear music, phone calls, movies, and 
more, streamed from an iPhone®, iPad or 
iPod touch®, directly to both hearing aids.

Your iPhone remembers the places you visit, 
and automatically adjusts your settings, 
hands-free. And, the “Find My Hearing Aid” 
function locates misplaced devices.*

Look, She’s
Wearing It!$1,000 Off*

a pair of Beltone First™

hearing instruments.

OFFER GOOD MARCH 27 - APRIL 2 OFFER GOOD MARCH 27 - APRIL 2

Try Beltone First™

FREE In-Office Trial

Make an appointment today for a FREE Hearing Screening
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‘Healthy Living’ educational seminars

Treatment options for back pain

lia martin photo
Neurosurgeon Dr. Larry Fishman gives a health-education seminar 
last Wednesday to those who had registered for the “Healthy Liv-
ing” series of talks sponsored by South Bay Hospital in Sun City 
Center. 

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perform inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 5/1/14

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

813.685.2939

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

$40 .................before noon
$32 ....................after noon
$25.............. after 2:00 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 3/31/14

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, 
Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

813.645.2000

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING

Steaks, Seafood, Burgers and 
Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
LIVE MUSIC

Every Wed. & Sat. 6-10 p.m.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
OPEN Mon.- Sun.  8 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Food Served  8 a.m.- 8 p.m.
 Bright House NFL TV Sunday Ticket

813-633-7333
Fax 813-633-6420

Tax Preparation
Call today 

for your appointment
and receive your

 FREE Tax Organizer

Tax Preparation
Call today 

for your appointment
and receive your 

FREE Tax Organizer

Tax Services, Inc.

• Electronic Filing No Charge
• Donna Petersen (39 yrs exp.)
• Great Rates

Located in the Payant Financial Plaza
1653 Sun City Center Plaza, SCC, FL 33573

By  ■ LIA MARTIN

Acute pain causes many adults 
to ask questions and seek 
answers. They describe it as a 

stabbing, burning, twisting, tear-
ing or squeezing sensation. They 
will do most anything not to have 
it. Spinal and joint pain is com-
mon in seniors as part of aging. 
If you have been diagnosed with 
arthritis, you are one of the 46 
million adults in the United States 
who have it. 

Osteoarthritis (OA) is the most 
common form of arthritis. About 
23 million adults have been di-
agnosed with OA by their doctor, 
accounting for 50 percent of all 
arthritic cases. One in two people 
will experience some form of OA 
in their life. It is more common in 
women than in men. 

To complicate pain issues, there 
are more acute diagnoses that 
will impact some. For instance, 
what does it mean if you have a 
“bulging disc,” or a “herniated 
disc”? When do you get surgery 
for carpal tunnel syndrome? What 
about “Band-Aid” surgery?

So when Dr. Larry Fishman, a 
neurosurgeon, came to speak on 
back pain as part of the “Healthy 
Living” series sponsored by South 
Bay Hospital, quite a few in Sun 
City Center came to listen.  

Vonda Kloke, a Sun City Center 
resident, said she came with her 
husband Virgil to hear Dr. Fish-
man speak on joint and spine pain 
because her primary physician 

recommended him to her for treat-
ment of a bulging disc. 

“I came because my doctor 
referred me to him, and I wanted 
to hear him before I went,” Vonda 
said. 

The Klokes were very pleased 
with Fishman’s presentation, and 
Vonda will go and see him as a 
patient, she said. 

“And it was educational,” Virgil 
said, indicating that he had not 
expected to learn so much. 

The Klokes were two of more 
than 50 people who registered 
for the seminar. Attendees asked 
intelligent questions and received 
informational answers. 

When someone asked Fish-
man about reasons for the pain 
associated with degenerative disc 
disease, he explained how some 
pain in the back is just part of the 
normal aging process. 

“Young people have nice, fat, 
juicy discs,” Fishman explained. 
He showed how our discs dry up 
when we get older, and that arthri-
tis is normal wear and tear of the 
spine and joints.  

He also stressed there were 
three ways to treat degenerative 
disc disease: conservative therapy, 
microdiscectomy or discectomy 
and fusion. 

Fishman advised against surgery 
as a general rule. Before he would 
recommend surgery, he said, he 
would advise a more conservative 
therapy, including exercise and 
pain medicine, where indicated. 

He said if the pain is occasional 
and not interfering with your life, 
you can alleviate the pain and live 
a normal life without turning to 
surgery. 

In fact, Fishman said, insur-
ance companies require a proper 
diagnosis to pay for an opera-
tion ordered by a surgeon. As an 
example, he said, osteoarthritis 
would not be approved by insur-
ance companies as a good reason 
to have surgery because it is a 
condition and cannot be corrected 
by an operation.

However, Fishman said he is a 
proponent of outpatient surgery, 
which requires shorter anesthesia 
times and is also a solution for a 
patient on blood-thinning medi-
cation. Often called Band-Aid 
surgery, microdiscectomy can be 
used to remove a portion of the 
bulging or herniated disc. Using a 
microscope, the surgeon can see 
what he is doing, said Fishman,  
and remove only the part of the 
disc that is pressing on a nerve. 

“Microdiscectomy is the gold 
standard,” Fishman said. 

He also said that using a tech-
nology called balloon kyphoplasty 
for vertebral compression frac-
tures was effective, especially in 
treating post-menopausal women. 

VCF leads to sudden, severe 
back pain, loss of height and 
deformity of the spine, causing a 
curved “hunchback” shape. 

“Patients are miserable,” Fish-
man said. He recommended that 
his own mother have the balloon 
kyphoplasty outpatient procedure 
because she had been suffering 
with VCF. He said his mother was 
able to drive back home to Delray 
Beach that same day, after the 
procedure was done. 

What makes this technique 
work, Fishman said, is that it 
actually corrects the spinal defor-
mity and strengthens the bone. 
The patient no longer has to wear 
a brace.

According to Fishman, after 
the balloon is inserted, cement 
fills the cavity and the balloon is 
removed. 

“The stent stays and is stron-
ger than the bone surrounding 
it,” Fishman said. “It changes 
people’s lives.”

Dr. Larry Fishman practices 
at 4031 Upper Creek Drive, Ste. 
100, Sun City Center and at 427 S. 

Parsons Ave., Ste. 110, Brandon. 
Dr. Fishman is on staff at South Bay 
Hospital, Brandon Regional, Tampa 
General and South Florida Baptist, 
and has practiced for 25 years in Sun 
City Center. 

South Bay Hospital is located at 
4016 Sun City Center Blvd., Sun City 
Center, FL 33573. See other “Healthy 
Living” education events at www.
SouthBayHospital.com or call 1-888-
685-1595 to register for a seminar. 
Dr. Ashok Dhaduvai, gastroenterolo-
gist, will give a colorectal cancer-
prevention seminar at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday. The seminars are held at 
1210 W. Del Webb Blvd. in Sun City 
Center.  

Annette’s Beauty Salon
Stop by and see Tara for your Nails & Skin Care

March Special FREE Manicure with Pedicure
FULL SERVICE SALON for Men & Women
Corner Hwy. 301 & S.R. 674, Suite #201

Village Plaza (on the corner next to BOGGS Jewelers)
Golf Cart Accessible 

Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

634-5422 MiriamAnnette

Now carrying DERMALOGICA SKIN CARE PRODUCTS
FACIALS - All American products
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Come join the National Cremation Society for a 

FREE LUNCH & SEMINAR
And learn the benefits of pre-planning your cremation.

National Cremation Society

Considering Cremation?

We’ll discuss:
• Affordable options and 

savings
• Veterans benefits
• Worldwide Away-From- 

Home Protection
• And much more...

Gene Dyrek

(813) 401-1159
First-time attendees only, please.

RESERVATION REQUIRED
Limited seating available

CALL NOW!

When the time comes, wouldn’t you prefer your loved ones celebrate your legacy rather than 
stress about making arrangements? Give them the relief they’ll need during a tough time.

Not redeemable for cash 
and cannot be combined 

with any other offers.
308 E. COLLEGE AVE. • RUSKIN, FL

Serving Sun City Center, Ruskin, Apollo Beach,  
Riverview, Wimauma, Parrish and Ellenton.

TUES., APRIL 1 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

FRI., APRIL 4 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

TUES., APRIL 8 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

FRI., APRIL 11 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

Special
Discount

for all attending a seminar

Leave your wallets at home!

Applied 
over 

Spray 
Crete,  

Stucco, 
Wood,  

Block  or 
Metal

Lifetime 
Warranty
Lifetime

Weather-
Proofing

Coupon
worth

$1,000

®NEVER PAINT, SPRAY-CRETE or 
STUCCO YOUR HOUSE AGAIN!

CLIMATE PROOF COATING
WHOLE HOUSE FLEX-COATED™

OUR 7-STEP PROCESS #1 SINCE 1960
• Seal below ground level, weatherproofing
• Hydro Wash — heavy cleaning
• Mask off all windows and doors
• Patch all cracks and breaks
• Apply special all-purpose primer
• Trim around doors & windows (where needed)
• Apply climate proof coating

SPRAY-COAT EXTERIORS INC.
$895

1-800-704-7926 • 941-739-6699

Priced with
coupon discount

Up to 1500 sq. ft.
Expires 3/31/14

24-HOUR
TOWING

Free Diagnostics
SUN POINT AUTOMOTIVE

A/C CHECK
$1995

+ Freon

FREE Mount 
& Balance 
with purchase of 

4 tires

BRAKE BUNDLE
$150
Per Axle + Tax

OIL CHANGE
$1995
Up to 5 qts.

SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE $4995 
Up to 5 qts.

Most Cars & Light Trucks • Must present coupon for special price • Expires 3/31/14

EMERGENCY
SERVICES

• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work • Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist • Complete Engine Diagnostic

• Apollo Beach • Ruskin • Sun City Center • Mon.-Fri.  8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
• Insured & Bonded • Se Habla Español • www.sunpointautoandtowing.com
813-645-7653    2212 E. College Ave. (S.R. 674) • Ruskin

Dear Savvy Senior,
What constitutes age discrimina-

tion in the workplace, and where 
can I turn to for help if I think I’ve 
got a case?

 Demoted at 64

Dear Demoted,
Age discrimi-

nation has be-
come a much 
more frequent 
complaint in 
recent years 
as more and 
more people are 

working into their retirement years. 
But you need to be aware that prov-
ing it is extremely difficult to do, 
especially since the 2009 Supreme 
Court decision that raised the bar for 
the type of legal proof that workers 
need to win age discrimination law-
suits.

With that said, here are the steps 
you’ll need to take to fight age dis-
crimination if you think you’ve been 
treated unlawfully. 

uADEA protection
The Age Discrimination in Em-

ployment Act is your first defense 
against age-discrimination. This is 
a federal law that says an employer 
cannot fire, refuse to hire, or treat 
you differently than other employees 
because of your age. Some examples 
of age discrimination include:

• You were fired because your boss 
wanted to keep younger workers 
who are paid less.

• You were turned down for a 
promotion, which went to someone 
younger hired from outside the com-
pany, because the boss says the com-
pany “needs new blood.”

• When company layoffs are an-
nounced, most of the persons laid off 
were older, while younger workers 
with less seniority and less on-the-
job experience were kept on.

• Before you were fired, your su-
pervisor made age-related remarks 
about you.

• You didn’t get hired because the 
employer wanted a younger-looking 
person to do the job.

 The ADEA protects all workers 
and job applicants age 40 and over 
who work for employers that have 
20 or more employees – including 
federal, state and local governments 
as well as employment agencies and 
labor unions.

If your workplace has fewer than 
20 employees, you may still be pro-
tected under your state’s anti-age-
discrimination law. Contact your 
state labor department or your state’s 
fair-employment-practices agency 
for more information.

Another protection for older work-
ers is the federal Older Workers 
Benefit Protection Act. Under this 
law, an employer cannot reduce 
health or life insurance benefits for 
older employees, nor can it stop their 
pensions from accruing if they work 

past their normal retirement age. It 
also discourages businesses from 
targeting older workers when cut-
ting staff and prohibits employers 
from forcing employees to take early 
retirement.

uWhat to do
If you think you are a victim of 

employment age discrimination, 
your first step is to file a charge with 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, usually within 180 
days from the date of the alleged 
violation. You can do this by mail or 
in person at your nearest EEOC of-
fice (see www.eeoc.gov/contact), or 
by calling 800-669-4000. They will 
help you through the filing process 
and let you know if you should also 
file a charge with your state anti-dis-
crimination agency.

Once the charge is filed, the EEOC 
will investigate your complaint and 
find either reasonable cause to be-
lieve that age discrimination has oc-
curred, or no cause and no basis for 
a claim. After the investigation, the 
EEOC will then send you their find-
ings along with a “notice-of-right-
to-sue,” which gives you permission 
to file a lawsuit in a court of law.

How to fight age discrimination
THE SAVVY SENIOR

By Jim Miller

If you decide to sue, you’ll need 
to hire a lawyer who specializes in 
employee-discharge suits. Lawyers.
com and Findlaw.com are two web-
sites that can help you locate dis-
crimination attorneys in your area.

Another option you should con-
sider is mediation, which is a fair 
and efficient way to help you resolve 
your employment disputes and reach 
an agreement. The EEOC offers me-
diation at no cost if your current 
or former employer agrees to par-
ticipate. At mediation, you show up 
with your evidence, your employer 
presents theirs, and the mediator 
makes a determination within a day 
or less.

 
Send your senior questions to: 

Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit SavvySe-
nior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor 
to the NBC Today show and author 
of The Savvy Senior.

$uper $eniors $avings 
$eminar set for HCC 
Tampa on March 28

Local residents are invited to attend 
the Super Seniors Savings Seminar 
on Friday, March 28, at Hillsborough 
Community College’s Dale Mabry 
Campus, 4001 W. Tampa Bay Blvd., 
Tampa. The event is free, open to the 
public, and runs from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon.

The seminar is sponsored by the 
Elder Rights Task Force of the West 
Central Florida Area Agency on Aging 
Inc. and HCC. WFLA-News Channel 
8 anchor Yolanda Fernandez will be 
on the program, welcoming residents 
to the event.

The Super Seniors Savings Seminar 
is an educational forum with infor-
mation on avoiding scams and fraud, 
money-saving tips, Medicare and 
more. There will also be a tai chi dem-
onstration, a Frugal Fashion Show, 
door prizes and more. 

The West Central Florida Area Agen-
cy on Aging Inc. is a private nonprofit 
organization. For more information on 
this event, call Patricia Henderson at 
813-740-3888 or email her at patricia.
henderson@agingflorida.com.
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• Dental Implants - Guided Implant Placement
• Bone Grafting
• Periodontal (Gum) Treatment
• Digital Radiography
• Periodontal Plastic Surgery
• Tissue Grafting
• Exposure of Impacted Teeth
• Sedation, Nitrous Oxide and Much More!

Dr. Thomas G. Rubino, D.D.S., M.S., P.A.
Periodontal Specialist and Dental Implants

ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY DENTAL IMPLANT and PERIODONTAL EXAM
Call Us Today at One of Our Office Locations Below

703-A Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Phone (813) 633-1241
Fax (941) 792-3778

5460-C 63rd Street East
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34203

Phone (941) 755-0029
Fax (941) 792-3778

1906-G 59th Street West
Bradenton, FL 34209
Phone (941) 792-0029

Fax (941) 792-3778

Web: www.bradentonperio.com   |   Email: trubino@bradentonperio.com

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

SHOE
REPAIR
10% OFF
any repair 

100 Frandorson Circle
Suite 103, Apollo Beach

(behind Radiant Gas Station)

813-641-8321

expires
 3/31/14

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411
Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

Drs. Ott, Langston,Waldy  & Heaton
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care • Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 

PET TIP: Adult cats groom their kittens to keep 
them healthy and well cared for. Cats lick people 
for similar reasons. It may also be a way of 
marking you as one of their own, especially if 
you have been handling other cats.

Retired Marine Col. Bill Shanks (World War II - Pacific Theater), left, 
and retired Army soldier Augustine Fleischman (World War II - Nor-
mandy Beaches, France, Germany, and later Philippines and Japan), 
seated, with their “guardians” Connie Lesko and Colin Howgill at 
St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport at the start of Honor 
Flight Mission 13, October 8, 2013.

MFST seeking WWII veterans to go on 
Honor Flights to Washington, D.C.

The Military Family Support 
Trust, based in Sun City Center, 
is looking for World War II veter-
ans whom they can take on Honor 
Flights to Washington, D.C.   

The dayl long Honor Flights that 
visit Washington and the war me-
morials are complimentary gifts of 
thanks to WWII veterans.  Each 
veteran must have a “guardian” 
for the visit.  

MFST has a special program, 
the Donald P. Schings Honor 
Flight Support Program, to spon-
sor guardians for veterans who 
otherwise may not be able to take 
advantage of this wonderful pro-
gram to honor and say thanks for 

Casting notice
Venue Theatre is casting its summer play, A Bench in the Sun by Ron 

Clark.  
Harold and Burt, longtime friends, live in a  retirement home and spend 

their days bickering on a bench in the garden. A once-famous actress has 
just moved in, giving them something new to argue over. When they learn  
that the home is about to be sold, and they will have to find a new resi-
dence, the three join forces to prevent this upsetting development. 

Venue is seeking two experienced senior actors: Harold (60s),  who con-
siders himself to be a man about town, and Adrienne (60s), a former ac-
tress  and  eternal optimist who still manages to be a big flirt.

Casting will be held at Venue Theatre at 6 p.m. on Sunday, April 6. Re-
hearsals begin Tuesday, April 8, at 7 p.m., and will be on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays (Sundays as needed). Production dates are May 30 to 
June 15.

Interested actors who cannot make the audition may call producer Frank 
Kronyak at 727-563-6009 for an audition time on Tuesday, April 8.

Venue Theatre is located at 9125 U.S. 19 North, in the Hudson’s furni-
ture Plaza at the intersection of Mainlands Boulevard in Pinellas Park. Call 
727-822-6194 for directions. 

AARP Smart Driver 
class is April 19

On Saturday, April 19, Beggins 
Century 21 will sponsor the AARP 
Smart Driver course at its Apollo 
Beach office, 6542 U.S. 41. Call 
813-645-8481 to make a reserva-
tion. Each class takes six hours, from 
9:30 a.m. to  4 p.m.,  and requires a 
check payable to AARP.

 Classes are also held in Sun City 
Center and Kings Point every month.  
For these dates and locations, call 
Encore Bank, 813-634-8001.

All classes are six hours. Partici-
pants are asked to bring a lunch, their 
driver’s license and a check payable 
to AARP.

The cost for AARP members is 
$15, nonmembers pay $20. Call 
soon to reserve a place.

Children’s charity golf tourney is April 19
The Frank E. Lowe Children’s Charity 12th annual Golf Tournament 

will be held on April 19 at the Apollo Beach Golf Club, 801 Golf & Sea 
Blvd., Apollo Beach.  

The cost is $75 per golfer and includes greens fees, golf cart, lunch by 
Brocato’s, cold keg beer, door prizes and an awards banquet.  

Proceeds from the tournament are used to help under privileged el-
ementary school children. In addition to thousands of dollars given to 
elementary schools, the tournament has awarded more than $50,000 in 
college scholarships to area high-school seniors.

This year, Dixon Golf will sponsoring a hole-in-one prize of a trip to 
Las Vegas.  So, gather your team and submit your payment by Tuesday, 
April 1, and your four-person entry is just $280.  

Last year’s tournament was sold out, so reserve your team with Jim 
Greenmun at 813- 419-4113, Mike Woratzeck at 860-389-5037 or Frank 
Lowe at 813-689-7701.

If you would like to join the organizers’ growing list of sponsors, there 
are sponsorship options available ranging in price from $25 to $1,000. 
Sponsorships are tax-deductible. Call Frank, Mike or Jim (at the above 
phone numbers);  they will explain the options and provide you with an 
activity report for last year. 

the service of WWII veterans.
Both veterans in the photo above 

have a message for their fellow 
WWII veterans: Don’t miss out on 
the once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
You earned it; now enjoy it! 

If you are fit to travel, can take 
any medications you need with 
you and can be, if needed, pushed 
in a wheelchair by your guardian 
for the day, then go for it now.  It’s 
a long day, but worth every min-
ute. Contact MFST and they will 
make the arrangements. 

You can reach the MFST office 
on weekdays, 10 a.m. to midday, by 
calling 813-634-4675 or by email 
to President@mobc-online.org.

Florida Master Naturalist Program to 
focus on the Upland Habitats

In May, the Manatee County Agriculture and Extension Service will 
offer the Florida Master Naturalist Program - Upland Habitats module. 

The FMNP is a University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricul-
tural Sciences Extension adult-education program for persons interested 
in learning more about Florida’s ecosystems or wishing to increase their 
knowledge for use in educational programs as volunteers, employees 
and ecotourism guides. 

Through classroom instructions, field trips and practical experience, 
this six-day module will provide instruction about Florida’s natural habi-
tats, the flora and fauna that live within the habitats, how we have an 
impact on the natural habitats, and conservation issues of Upland Habi-
tats in Florida. The class will address naturalist interpretation skills, en-
vironmental ethics and the role of humankind in shaping our past and 
determining our future. 

Classes run from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Wednesdays, May 7, 14, 21, 
28, June 4 and June 11. At 9 a.m. on June 17, in the Manatee County 
Commission Chambers, the class will be presented with a University of 
Florida IFAS certificate of completion, embroidered FMNP patch, and 
an FMNP Upland Habitats lapel pin. 

The cost for the course is $225, which includes all field trips, 40 con-
tact hours of instruction and a comprehensive student reference work-
book. The only requirements of students are enthusiasm, attendance and 
completion of group final projects. 

If you are interested in registering for the Florida Master Naturalist 
Program – Upland Habitats Module, send an email to Lisa Hickey at lisa.
hickey@ufl.edu or call 941-722-4524 for additional information.
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SouthShore Regional Library
Kids program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Crafternoon — Thursday, March 27, 4:30 p.m.
For children ages 5-10 ~ Join the children’s librarian and create color-

ful and fun crafts to take home with you. Preregistration is required. Ask 
at the Reference Desk or call 813-273-3652. Funded by the Friends of 
the SouthShore Regional Library.

Bedtime Stories — Thursday, March 27, 7 p.m.
For ages 2-5 with a caregiver ~  Stories, action rhymes, songs, in-

teractive activities and crafts make up this fun 30-minute program that 
celebrates a love of reading. Children may wear pajamas and bring a 
blanket and favorite cuddly toy.

Teen Talent Show — Saturday, March 29, 2-5 p.m.
Like to sing, dance, do stand-up comedy or have a unique talent? Want 

to perform in front of an audience for a chance to win cash? The top 
three winners of each participating library will be invited to perform at 
the Grand Finale at the John F. Germany Public Library for a chance to 
win more cash! Sign up for the Teen Talent Show! Register solo or as 
a group for a chance at stardom. Registration forms are available at the 
information desk of participating libraries.

Baby Time — Monday, March 31, 1:35 p.m.
           Tuesday, April 1, 11:35 a.m.
           Wednesday, April 2, 10:05 a.m.
For children ages up to 20 months and their caregivers ~ Early literacy 
begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 
and songs in this 20-minute lap-sit program that introduces early literacy 
skills and encourages language development. 

Mad Science: Laser Light Show — Monday, March 31, 7 p.m.
For children ages 5-12 ~ Join us for this fun science program all about 

lights, colors and special effects. Children will be dazzled and enter-
tained as they interact with the Mad Scientist! Funded by the Friends of 
the SouthShore Library.

Toddler Time - Tuesday, April 1, 10:05 and 10:35 a.m.
             Wednesday, April 2, 10:35 a.m.

For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers ~ Stories, finger-
plays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness.

Story Time - Tuesday, April 1, 11 a.m.
         Wednesday, April 2, 11 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers ~ Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness and social interaction.

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If 
you are interested in becoming a Member of the Friends of the Library, 
call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396. www.southshorefriends.com.

Terrific Kids at Gibsonton Elementary School
The following students have been recognized as Terrific Kids for showing their peers how to be inquisi-
tive: Steven Binyard, Bradly Vogt, Angel Moore, Bradley Rampersad, Dontaveia Weaver, Bradley Gudde, 
Leianne Vazquez, Marti Pineda, Colin Phillips, Asher Qualls, Christal Hernandez, Elizabeth Arnold, Nico-
less Martinez, Lola Hernandez, Hunter Eargood, Manuel Medina, Jazmin Sneed, Edgardo Herrera-Rodri-
guez, Alberto Castillo, Jesus Flores, Matthew Wing, Skylar Humphreys, Brittany Hernandez, Giovanni 
Palamares, Adon Keizer, Kaylen Owens, Xhyrhi Rock, Harvery Purcell, Aiden Diamond, Evan Harris, 
Kathy Hernandez, Anthony Hidalgo, Aninata Ka and Jayden Welsh.

Terrific Kids at Corr Elementary School
On March 21, Corr Elementary School honored its Terrific Kids, recognized for accepting similarities 
and differences. They are: Pre-K –  Gennesys Zarate; kindergarten – Delani Astacio, Kaylie Toro, Sa-
mantha Kremkau, Itiel Martinez-Delgado, Brandon Saintine, AJ Smith and Eugenio Velazquez; 1st grade  
– Zaina Shabana, Andrya Palmer, Eric Pita, Marc Similien, Abdulmajeed Gbadegesin, Julian Garcia, 
Daniyal Saleem and Likayla Hopson; 2nd grade – Mckenzie Fogle, Jack Bernard, Anaya Mayo, Zion 
Castro, Kayli Robinson, Genesis Barahona, Elias Cortez-Zuzack and Changis Taylor; 3rd grade – Kiara 
Moore, Daviyon Campbell, Emma McHenry, Alexandra Medley, Patrick Barone, Oscar Melendez, Lexy 
Palmer and Tyona Jackson; 4th grade – Lizbeth Fuentes, Gage Mehle, Steven Torres, Patrick Pittard and 
Jhene Earby; 5thgrade – Rachelle Difilippo, Giselle Valdez-Ramirez, Eliud Rodriguez, Ezequiel Lopez-
Bautista, Johnny Fogarty and Olivia Dejesus.

Operation Fight the Blight arrives in 
Tropical Acres next week

Hillsborough County Code Enforcement continues its Operation Fight 
the Blight program with a cleanup campaign in the Tropical Acres com-
munity scheduled April 1-4, April 7-11, and April 14.

The cleanup boundaries are Rhodine Road on the north, Big Bend 
Road on the south, Balm Riverview Road on the west, and Lovers Lane 
on the east.

During the operation, several dumpsters will be located at Stephen J. 
Wortham Park, 12108 Rhodine Rd., Riverview. Residents who live with-
in the cleanup boundaries may dispose of various items at no charge by 
showing proof of residence, such as a Florida Driver’s License, Florida 
Vehicle Registration, or a utility bill. 

The dumpsters will be available from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. each of the 
weekdays during the cleanup (but not on the weekends).

The following items may be placed in the dumpsters:
• furniture, junk, trash, debris
• metal
• electronics
• tires (limit 5 per residence).

Fight The 
Blight

Terrific Kids at Ruskin Elementary School
February’s Terrific Kids at Ruskin Elementary School were selected for their traits of respect and re-
sponsibility. The following students were present for the photo: Gabriel Pacheco-Rodriguez, Jack 
D’errico, Malia Clark, Charlize Rivera, Humberto Alanis Perez, Osbaldo Martinez, Giovanni Peluso, 
Jazmine Santana, Kasey Velasquez Agustin, Kylee McCarthy, Kevin Rosquero, Marcela Garcia-Ortiz, 
Juan Ramirez Hernandez, Delilah Villalon, Jade Gonzalez, Layla Mendoza,  Valeria Lopez, Isabella Rob-
ledo, Mary Rios, Jonathan Voorbrood, Jose Pablo Flores, Chidubem Anaebo, Arianna Montoya Cam-
pos, Ivan Roblero, Antonio Gomez, Joseph Herrera, Alyssa Meyer, Esmeralda Garcia-Jimenez, Nancy 
Ceballos, Jesus Montoya, Ashley Funez-Portillo, Arius McCray, Alyssa Garcia, Jorge Bosa, Isaiah Meza, 
Jade Eguia, Carol Avonce-Martinez, Erlin Arias, Dajanique Dortch, Xitlally Hernandez Rodriguez, Leon-
ardo Barrera, Sherlin Borja Martinez, Cesar Barrientos, Carolina Basave, Angel Aguilera, Louie Tingley, 
Austin Gruber,Braylon Henry, Bruce Islas, Brianna Elliott, Vanessa Medina, Soleil Mondello, JaLynn 
Hunter, Abel Barrera, Maelis Jaimes, Tamya Simms, Branden Elliott, Chloee Breault, Myleisha Diaz, 
Branden Weaks, Alexis Gonzalez, Joshua Dealy, Terry Carswell, Jennifer Robledo, Gentry Hindman and 
Tyler Harper. Also present were Ruskin Elementary Principal Lisa Amos, Assistant Principal Rebecca 
Salgado and representatives from Sun City Center Kiwanis, which sponsors the Terrific Kids program: 
Donna and Tom Braden, and Charlene Wirick.
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SUN CITY CENTER
4850 Sun City Center Blvd.

813-634-8451

at FLORIDA HEARING

®

CARDSAUDIBEL®

ELLENTON
(941) 722-7200

Ignoring the
WARNING
SIGNS

SAVE
ON ALL
STYLES

Put the                               Hearing Device to 
your toughest test for 45 days and see how 
much more you enjoy every day.

A
2P L A T I N U M

The Platinum Warranty
Better Hearing for 5 Years

GUARANTEED!

AUDIBEL®

Your Personal Remote

Satisfaction Guaranteed with Audibel Hearing Center’s years of customer service and hearing-health guaranteed program.

Audibel A2 hearing aids feature Audibel’s latest noise-reduction and speech-preservation system, which is designed to deliver incredible sound clarity, even in the noisiest situations.

Audibel A2 can also stream stereo sound from your TV, radio, computer and even your cellphone directly to your hearing aids. With Audibel A2, you can enjoy hands-free phone 
conversation and listen to TV or radio at the volume you want. Others around you can listen at the volume that’s most comfortable for them.

If you have been looking for a hearing aid designed to make conversations comfortable, and TV, music and phone conversations sound like never before, Audibel A2 is it.

YES! 
It could just be ear wax build-up!

FREE Ear 
Inspection and 
Ear Wax 
Removal 
Assistance 
with Your 
FREE 
HEARING 
TEST

FREE  EAR INSPECTION
If it is ear wax blockage, we don’t just tell you,

WE DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT FOR YOU!

WHY SPEND A LOT OF 
MONEY WHEN YOU MAY 

ONLY NEED A LITTLE HELP?

$499
NOW

So Small the Only Thing People
Will Notice is You Hear Better

Fits up to
40db loss

SCA

AMP

While supplies last — fits up to 40db loss

PERSONAL AUDIO AMPLIFIER

$600
plus

$750

FREE
HEARING AID

REPAIRS
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.
Bring in your damaged hearing aid. If we
can fix it in our lab, we will, at no charge!

HEARING AID BATTERIES!

Limit 2 Packs 
Per Household. 

Must Have Coupon. 
Exp. 4/4/1499¢

now
you 
don’t!

now
you

see it

Invisible.
Comfortable.
Affordable.

AMP
Now Only

PER
PACK

www.floridahearing.com

BRANDON
(813) 681-4046

STOP

The carefree way to connect to your world

FREE 
HEARING TEST

NO Cost
NO Pressure

NO Obligation

For the 1st time ever, the most advanced hearing aid ever, is SMALLER THAN EVER!
WORLD’S FIRST —
Digital and Programmable Hearing Aid

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

A2 100% CUSTOM INVISIBLE
100% Financing with available no interest
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APRIL EVENTS

A RETIREMENT & REHABILITATION COMMUNITY

WED., April 2 10 - 11 a.m. 
Our therapists have advanced training in therapeutic Tai Chi for Seniors, and will provide 

guidance in this healthy exercise. Tai Chi has been proven to increase strength and balance! 

 3 - 4  p.m.  This is a support group for 
individuals who are learning to live with the effects of aging in a graceful, healthy manner. Facilitated 
by Kay Coburn Dyer, Geriatric Care Manager.

 1:30- 3:30 p.m.  (Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) Please join Lorrie Quistad, RRT who facilitates this growing group. 
The first half of each meeting consists of education for those learning to live with COPD. During the 
second half of the meeting, physical therapists take you through guided exercises to assist you in 
your recovery.  

WED., April 9 ª 10 - 11 a.m.  Don’t miss this opportunity 
to meet with Ann MacKay, CFP with Charles Schwab, and learn about: Funding your paycheck in 
retirement. 

 2:30 - 4 p.m.  Please join Lisa Endick, RN from Nurse 
on Call Home Health Care, as she facilitates our support group “Everyday Basics of Diabetic Care”.

 10 -11 a.m.  Michael Scionti for Circuit Court Judge 
Group 19 With 18 years of commitment to our community, Michael served as a State Prosecutor 
litigating hundreds of cases in Florida’s county, circuit, and appellate courts, and has supported a fair 
and balanced justice system as a State Representative. Michael volunteered for tours of duty in Iraq 
and Afghanistan as a U.S. Army Soldier and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. Michael’s experience 
and honorable service have earned him endorsements from the State Attorney, the Public Defender, 
the Sheriff, and the law enforcement community. Don’t miss this opportunity to meet Michael! 

 1 - 2 p.m.  Sponsored by the Men’s Club of 
SCC - Held at the Community Association in the Caper Room on North Pebble Beach. Are you suffering 
from pain and numbness in your extremities?  Our speaker this month is Nataliya Sia, Nurse Practi-
tioner from Holistic Medical Care Clinic. She will be talking about myths and realities of medical diets 
and will discuss health benefits of certain types of food groups as well as practical tips for obtaining 
good health. Nataliya Sia is a nurse practitioner with Dr. Rucker at Holistic Medical Care Clinic in 
Apollo Beach. She was born and raised in Ukraine and got her master’s degree in nursing from the 
University of South Florida. In her practice she integrates Western and non-traditional medicine to 
bring patients to their optimal level of function. Complimentary Valet Available at Entrance. 

 2:30 - 4 p.m.  Facilitated by Edmond 
Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI mental health professional. Supported by: South Shore Coalition on Mental 
Health & Aging & United Methodist Church of SCC. 

Ship Fruit North- Send ‘em Sunshine ...813-645-3256 www.dooleygroves.com

Come to the Grove! It’s just a short drive out in the country
It’s Orange Blossom Time!

The Original Grove Store
1651 Stephens Road, Old Sun City, Florida

(some folks call it Ruskin)

Monday- Saturday 9am - 5pm
Open Sundays 10am - 5pm
813-645-3256

Directions From Sun City Center / Riverview Area: Travel WEST on S.R. 674 about 5 miles (past I-75 Exit 240 )
to U.S. 41. Turn SOUTH (left) on U.S. 41. Travel for about 3 miles to Universal-Stephens Road.

(Currently construction at this intersection) Turn LEFT and drive about 1/4 mile to Stephens Rd. Turn RIGHT
onto Stephens Road. Travel 2 miles. Dooley Groves is on the left.

Children must be
with a parent
at all times.

Sorry, no Pets.

It is recommended that you wear long pants and
enclosed shoes, since you will be walking out in a

real orange grove. (Weather permitting)
Allergy Alert! Orange Blossoms attract many bees.

Guided Walking Tours through Our
Orange Grove and Packinghouse

FREE Thursday, March 27 & Saturday, March29
Tours Start at 10:30AM 11:30AM 1:00PM 2:00PM

Dooley
Groves

Country Farm Market in the Grove

DG
46th Citrus Season in

southern Hillsborough County

freshly-squeezed
Orange Juice

Honey Murcotts
Red

Grapefruit

Oranges
of the
Season

NOW IN SEASON
Packed in Mesh Bags
for Home or Travel

LOCALHONEY

Fruit Preserves
& Spreads
Candy
Dressings
Gifts
and
so
much
more!
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Even in quiet times, South County 
nonprofit works to save lives

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

Diego and his mother Sandy Duran during a Bullet Free Sky fund-
raiser last year. With each approaching Fourth of July or New Year’s 
Eve, the television cameras seek them out,  but the danger exists all 
year. Diego and Sandy are working to change that.

By  ■ MITCH TRAPHAGEN
mitch@observernews.net

Shortly before every Fourth of 
July or New Year’s Eve, the televi-
sion cameras and reporters come 
calling, and Sandy Duran once 
again relives the horrific night 
when her then-12-year-old son was 
brought down by a bullet shot into 
the air as so-called “celebratory 
gunfire.”

The shooter has never been 
found.

It is on those holidays that 
celebratory gunfire appears to be 
at its worse, and Duran’s two-year 
effort to educate the public about 
the dangers of celebratory gunfire 
seems to be having an effect: 
No one was killed in the Tampa 
Bay area last New Year’s Eve, 
no one was killed here on the last 
Fourth of July. But there were a 
few injuries. Things, it seems, are 
getting better. And that is, in all 
likelihood, largely thanks to the 
nonprofit organization Duran cre-
ated called Bullet Free Sky, along 
with the help of the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office, Shooter’s 
World and other people helping to 
publicize her message. 

In addition, multiple other gun 
shops and gun ranges have printed 
and promoted Bullet Free Sky’s 
message, including Gun Craft, Inc. 
in Ruskin, Aegis Tactical in Lake-
wood Ranch, Family Fire Arms 
and Smooth Action in Brandon 
and Shoot Straight in Tampa.

Duran and Bullet Free Sky are 
not anti-gun — she joined the 
National Rifle Association — she 
is, however, extremely pro-gun 
education. She does not want what 

happened to her son Diego to 
happen to anyone else. She does 
not want another mother, another 
family, to endure what her son 
and family endured beginning 
in the early moments of 2012. 
Diego went through a full year 
of surgeries and rehabilitation. 
There were moments in which his 
life was touch and go. Today he 
is a polite, charming and happy 
teenager, but he is still recovering 
from an errant bullet shot into the 
sky in the name of “celebration.” 
It was the ultimate in careless 
mistakes on the part of the shooter. 
For some victims, it is a fatal one. 
People have been injured and 
killed in their own homes, in their 
bedrooms, in churches and simply 
walking across parking lots. And 
every Fourth of July and New 
Year’s Eve, the stories emerge 

from across the nation.
The reality is that the risk 

remains omnipresent. If you think 
you are safe on your Sun City 
Center lanai on any given evening, 
think again. If you think you are 
safe in Riverview or Apollo Beach, 
think again. A bullet fired into the 
sky can travel for miles before 
crashing back to earth, some-
times, all too often, with horrific 
and even fatal results.  If you live 
anywhere in South Hillsborough, 
you are not safe from celebratory 
gunfire. Your child is not safe.  

Duran has devoted much of 
her life for the past two years 
to working to stop the needless 
carnage — not through aggressive 
confrontation born of anger over 
what happened to her son, but 
through education and understand-

Continued on page 31 f
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3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301

America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE 
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30, 5w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil fi lter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fi ll
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with other offers. 

With coupon only. Exp. 4/30/14

$800

Off

No Appointment Necessary
TRULY 10 MINUTES!

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE
3388538

Sh
op

pe
r O

bs
er

ve
r

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCREEN ROOMS-SUN ROOMS-WINDOWS 

 

 

  

 

 

 WWW.BRATESALUMINUM.COM 
(813) 649-1599 
 

Serving This Community for 28 years 

$100  

 

REBATE 
on every door $30 REBATE 

on every window 
NO MINIMUM – NO MAXIMUM 

State Certified Building Contractor Lic.#CBC 1250631 

 

Hurry! 
 

Offer Ends  
April 28th, 2014 

Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.

603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL
(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement & 

Door Inserts
• Sliding Glass Doors
• Broken Window Repair
• Window Screen & Soft 

Vinyl Replacement
• Hurricane Shutters

HURRY!!!
Impact Window
REbATE OFFER

March and 
April Only.

Lawson Financial - Tax-Free Muni Bond & Seminar Ad
Seminar: Sun City, FL on 4/8

SUN CITY OBSERVER NEWS (FL)   •  3 col. x 5" (= 15 col. in)
(6"w x 5"d) B&W Newspaper Ad + Spot Color: Red
 
Ad Runs:  Thursday's  3/27 and *4/03
*new ad copy will be submitted for the 2nd run

Sales Rep:  Nan Kirk  -  813-645-3111 (x-211)
Fax:  813-645-4118

03/24/14   •    PO #14-6486 

email:  nan@observernews.net

Jeannie Casnellie, Inc. Advertising & Marketing
casnellieadv@tampabay.rr.com
Phone: 727-772-8315  •  Fax: 727-772-7354

DISCLAIMER ENLARGED FOR PROOF READING:

* THIS DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL OR A SOLICITATION TO BUY, NOR SHALL THERE 
BE ANY SALE OF THE BONDS IN ANY STATE IN WHICH IT IS UNLAWFUL TO MAKE SUCH OFFER.  
SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE AND/OR CHANGE IN PRICE OR AVAILABILITY.   INCOME IS FREE FROM 
FEDERAL INCOME TAX, MAY BE SUBJECT TO STATE INCOME TAX.   NR BBB+ RATED.  PREMIUM PAID 

EARNS INTEREST, IS AMORTIZED AND RETURNED OVER THE LIFE OF THE BOND.  AS OF 3.24.14.

TAX-FREE MUNICIPAL BONDS

* THIS DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL OR A
SOLICITATION TO BUY, NOR SHALL THERE BE ANY SALE OF THE 

BONDS IN ANY STATE IN WHICH IT IS UNLAWFUL TO MAKE SUCH 
OFFER.  SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE AND/OR CHANGE IN PRICE OR 

AVAILABILITY.   INCOME IS FREE FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAX, 
MAY BE SUBJECT TO STATE INCOME TAX.  NR  BBB+ RATED.  

PREMIUM PAID EARNS INTEREST, IS AMORTIZED AND RETURNED 
OVER THE LIFE OF THE BOND.  AS OF 3.24.14.

Stop Paying Taxes on
Your Interest Income!

F L O R I D A  •   A R I Z O N A  •  U S A  •  S I N C E  1 9 8 4

Denny's Restaurant
Tuesday, April 8th - 10:30 a.m.

3747 Sun City Center Boulevard
 — Light Lunch Served —

Call today for details and request your free book:
"Tools for Buying and Selling Municipal Bonds"

727-572-6864 or 1-800-888-4082
We don’t spend your time — we invest it!

Sign up for one of our free workshops:
Listen — Learn — Benefit and Earn!

AZ Hlth Phoenix Childrens Hosp
PRICE 102.50%  DUE 2.1.42  CALL 2.1.22 @ 100%

 NR BBB+ Rated

Interest Income Payments are Free
from Federal Income Tax

No Management Fees

CPN5.00%*

YTC4.62%*

Periodically, rare and wonderful 
perks come along with this job that 
create memories to last a lifetime.  
Such was the case last week when 
my friend Deb Adams at 
BMO Harris Bank asked 
me to join her and other 
guests at their box suite 
to see a Lightning game.  
Even though it was St. 
Patrick’s Day and pour-
ing rain, my husband 
and I joined some other 
Chamber members and 
went into the Tampa 
Bay Times Forum.

The box featured scrumptious 
food and drink, leather seats and 
pub-style tables with a great view.

And that’s when it happened.  As 
I glanced sideways into the next 
suite box, I saw a face I’ve seen on 
television for years. As a graduate 
of an ACC university and a die-
hard basketball fan, I’d know the 
face and voice of Dick Vitale any-
where. For those of you who don’t 
follow the game, Dickie V is the 
primo analyst of college hoops.  

He was announcing back in 
1983 when my beloved alma mat-
er NC State University — known 

as the Cardiac Pack because of the 
way they came from behind at the 
last second to win by one point — 
took on Houston for the national 

championship.  Given 
the moniker Phi Slama 
Jama, Houston was 
led by future NBA star 
Hakeem Olajuwon.

Coach Jimmy Valva-
no, Dick Vitale’s best 
friend, was our head 
coach. I’ll never forget 
that year when we took 
the national title.  Nor 
will I forget the years 

to follow when Coach V was diag-
nosed with terminal cancer.

When I was going through my 
own battle with breast cancer 10 
years later, Coach V died. He had 
been my inspiration, and now he 
was gone.  Dickie V kept up the 
work with the Jimmy V Founda-
tion to cure cancer, and I volun-
teered with them until I moved to 
Florida. Coach V was a huge part 
of my life.

Back to the game last week. 
Somehow my connection to Jim-
my V made its way through the 
wait staff at the suites, and soon 

By Dana Dittmar
Executive Director 
SCC Chamber of 
Commerce

You, me and business: Lord Stanley and Dickie V
Dick Vitale emerged into the hall-
way.  I was able to talk to him and 
have my picture taken with him.  It 
was a highlight of a lifetime.

Oh, and lest I forget, I also got 
to meet Lord Stanley. They were 
celebrating the 10th anniversary 
of Tampa Bay winning the Stan-
ley Cup, replaying playoff footage 
and introducing the alumni of that 
2004 team.

As part of the celebration, guests 
were allowed to have a picture 
taken with the trophy. There I 
was.  Standing right next to it.  It’s 
HUGE!

Over the years, I’ve had the op-
portunity to meet some cool celeb-
rities: actor Erik Estrada, journal-
ist Linda Ellerbee, pro quarterback 
Roman Gabriel, and former Marine 
Corps Lt. Col. Oliver North, just 
to name a few. But shaking hands 
with Dick Vitale was a personal 
connection for me. It brought me 
closer to Coach V, and reminded 
me of his immortal words: “Don’t 
give up. Don’t ever give up.”  

Thanks, Dick, and thanks, Deb, 
for giving me a very memorable 
night!

The Small Business Develop-
ment Center offers a three-part 
series on “Contracts and Legal 
Strategies for Managing Your 
Business,” on Wednesdays, April 
2, 9 and 16 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Port Tampa Bay Building.

By attending this three-part se-
ries, you’ll receive nine hours of 
legal guidance and have an oppor-
tunity to participate in Q&A dur-
ing each session. 

The course will teach you about 
the legal issues you’ll run across 
in managing insurance, suppliers, 
banking, accounting and intel-
lectual property. You’ll also learn 
how to navigate basic contract 
structures, terms and conditions as 
well as avoiding troubles of dou-
ble taxation, hidden liabilities and 

Small-business workshops offered on 
contracts/legal strategies

unwanted assets.
Although it’s a three-part series, 

you can take the classes individu-
ally:

• April 2: Navigating Business 
Contracts 

• April 9: Legal Considerations 
& Basic Business Organizations

• April 16: Succession Planning, 
& Buying and Selling

The course is led by Joe Russo 
of Donnelly & Russo. He is the 
Small Business Resource Network 
chapter president and a business-
law attorney who’s practiced in the 
area for more than 14 year.

The series registration is $375; 
individual courses are $150 each.

To register or for more infor-
mation, go to http://tinyurl.com/
observer-legal-courses.

they’ve got a good thing growing
The Manatee County Master Gardener Volunteer Training Program is 

accepting applications now through August 1. 
If you would like to become a professional volunteer in an urban horticulture 

program and share gained horticultural knowledge with homeowners 
through the  Plant Diagnostic Clinic, this program is for you. 

The 13-week training starts Sept. 5, and meets one to two times a week, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The $200 fee covers all textbooks and program 
materials. 

To download an application, visit http://preview.tinyurl.com/cmtytef or call 
Cindy Mozeleski at 941-722-4524 to have an application mailed to you.

Florida EcoSafaris at Forever Florida 
announces the new zipline thrill Pack

Florida EcoSafaris at Forever Florida (www.FloridaEcoSafaris.com) 
has added a new Thrill Pack to its offerings. This half-day adventure is 
for those seeking the most adventurous activities in ziplining. 

The Thrill Pack offers four of the attraction’s most exciting adventures: 
the Rattlesnake Rollercoaster, Peregrine Plunge, Panther Pounce and the 
Swooping Crane Swing. These adventures give a unique view of the 
4,700-acre Forever Florida Wildlife Conservation Area, one of Florida’s 
most pristinely kept wild places.

Located about an hour and half east of Brandon, the Zipline Safari is an 
easy drive, but is designed to feel like you’re a world away.

Tickets for the Thrill Pack are $65 per person. Participants must be at 
least eight years old and weigh between 55 and 265 lbs. Other adven-
tures offered by Florida EcoSafaris at Forever Florida include the fully 
guided Horseback Safari, two-hour Coach Safari tour, Cypress Canopy 
Cycle and the Zipline Safaris. Advance reservations are required and can 
be made by calling 407-957-9794. For more information, visit www.
FloridaEcoSafaris.com.
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813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza • YourEyeDoctors.com  

Our patients say it best…
“Dr. Davis provided compassionate care.  He was patient, kind 

and professional. I felt very safe and confi dent with his diagnosis!” 

~  Seville P.

• Fellowship-Trained Cornea Specialist 
 and LASIK & Cataract Surgeon

• Specialized Training and Expertise in: 
 Advanced Lens Implants/Crystalens, ReSTOR, Toric, 
 Cornea Transplants/DSEK, Dry Eye Disease

 Your Eye CareTrust
to Specialists.

Jeff rey Davis, M.D.

Call today to schedule your comprehensive 
eye exam with Dr. Jeff rey Davis.

Medicare & Most Insurance Plans Accepted.

Board-Certified Ophthalmologist

Sun City Dental Center

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for 
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other 

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the 
advertisement for the free service, examination or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case
** Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity / type of case 

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

(813) 633-2636
General Dentist

727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Thomas A. DeVol,
D.D.S., P.A.

Practicing Dentistry
for 26 years

Chuck Fredericks,
Lab Technician,

41 years experience

In-House Denture Lab
• Same Day Relines and Repairs
• Fillings, Crowns and Bridges

• Focused on Economical Treatment 
Choices

• Full Upper and Lower Dentures 
Made in Just One Week**

New Patients and Emergencies 
Are Always Welcome

Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

Limit one per patient.
Exp. 3/31/14

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 3/31/14

 0210 0150

Pretty Clothes
Bargain Prices!

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

6410 Hwy. 41 N • Apollo Beach (Publix Shoppes of Apollo Beach) 813-641-8444

As seen in
Southern Living

Magazine

Now offering...
Fine Quality 

Home Interior Items
Sales Every Day!

DON’T FORGET
3rd Saturday of each 

month is our Customer 
Appreciation Sale

up to 75% OFF

SouthShore Regional Library
Adult program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Android Open Lab — Thursday, March 27, 12:30 p.m.
Bring in your Android along with your questions or problems, and 

we’ll do our best to help! 
Movie Discussion: “1001 Movies You Must See Before You Die” — 
Friday, March 28, 10:30 a.m.

Join us to watch a film from the list, 1001 Movies You Must See Before 
You Die. After the showing, there will be a brief discussion of the movie.
Windows 8: Introduction — Tuesday, April 1, 12:30 p.m.

Learn the parts of a window, how to navigate in the Windows environ-
ment and file management. Limit: 20.
eBooks for Kindle and Kindle Apps — Wednesday, April 2, 10:30 a.m.

 Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on the 
Kindle or any device using the free Kindle app and Overdrive! Also discover 
how to use library eBooks with an Amazon.com account. Limit: 20.
Paper Crafting for Adults — Wednesday, April 2, 1 p.m.

Using the latest Stampin’ Up products, create a beautiful card and/or 
3D creation. All materials will be provided. Limited to 12 participants. 
Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 813-273-3652. Fund-
ed by the Friends of SouthShore Regional Library.
SouthShore Needle People — Wednesday, April 2, 6 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 
about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Bring a project to work 
on. Beginners and questions are welcome.
Master Gardener: Butterfly Gardening — Wednesday, April 2, 7 p.m.

For adults ~ Become skilled at identifying the many types of butterflies in 
our area. Learn the two types of plants butterflies require. When you plant 
both types in your yard, you will be guaranteed not only a visit to your gar-
den but also possible permanent residency by these beautiful creatures.  Pre-
sented in partnership with Hillsborough County Extension Service.

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library. If 
interested in becoming a member of the Friends of the Library, call Jim 
Duffy at 813-634-1396, www.southshorefriends.com.

 

South Hillsborough Elks Lodge 
#2672 Upcoming Activities

Every Tuesday — Jam Session – 3 p.m. - 5ish. No charge for Elks 
and their guests.

Every Wednesday — Best Spaghetti in Town $7,  All You Can Eat, for 
Elks and their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday — Seafood, Sandwiches, and a Chef’s Special for Elks 
and their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. $8. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.  

The South Hillsborough Elks Lodge is a clean, smoke-free environ-
ment that accepts all major credit and debit cards and is at 1630 U.S. 
Highwy 41 S. in Ruskin. Telephone: 813-645-2089. 

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call 813-645-2273.
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week

Meepers
 Meepers is an adorable little 

lady who just happens to have 
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus. 
Meepers is a special cat in need 
of a special home. She came to 
C.A.R.E. in March 2010, ready to 
deliver kittens, and she was just a 
kitten herself. After delivering six 
beautiful babies, she was diag-
nosed with FIV. Treatment consists 
of good nourishment, protection 
from stress and infectious disease, 
and management of secondary 
conditions. Meepers should be in a 
home with no other cats. The main 
route of transmitting the disease is 
through biting and breeding. She 
has been spayed and is current on 
vaccines. She needs to be kept in-
doors because immuno-suppressed 
cats are more susceptible to infec-
tion. In the right environment, 
Meepers’  quality of life could be 
good for many years.                

 DOB: November 2, 2009.

Donna
Donna is a beautiful wire-haired 

terrier/dachshund mix, found as 
a stray in Ruskin. Donna adores 
people and loves to snuggle and 
rest peacefully while being held. 
She has a very sweet and gentle 
disposition. Because Donna just 
arrived at the shelter, she currently 
does not have canine playmates, 
but will soon. She is a young 
pup and is very affectionate with 
people, so she would be good 
with children. Stop by the shelter 
to give Donna a chance to steal a 
place in your heart and home.   As 
part of Donna’s adoption, she will 
be spayed and microchipped. She 
is current on vaccinations.    

DOB: October 2, 2013.
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Soccer scholarship
Continued from page 1 f

Thu 
27:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
WII BOWLING

9:30 to 10:30 am
2:30 to 3:30 pm

Fri 
28:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Mon 
31:

MONDAY MORNING MOVIES
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 am to Noon
1 to 2 pm
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Tue 
01:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 11 am to Noon

Wed 
02:

LINE DANCING*: Beginners or
Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)

11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1:15 pm

Thu 
03:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
WII BOWLING

9:30 to 10:30 am
2:30 to 3:30 pm

Fri 
04:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Mon 
07:

MONDAY MORNING MOVIES
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 am to Noon
1 to 2 pm
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Tue 
08:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 11 am to Noon

Wed 
09:

LINE DANCING*: Beginners or
Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)

11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1:15 pm

Thu 
10:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
WII BOWLING

9:30 to 10:30 am
2:30 to 3:30 pm

Fri 
11:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Mon 
14:

MONDAY MORNING MOVIES
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 am to Noon
1 to 2 pm
2:15 to 3:30 pm
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JSA Medical Group
Sun City Center Activity Center
EVENTS CALENDAR

JSA MEDICAL GROUP - SUN CITY CENTER
787 Cortaro Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573

Adult Primary Care

In a State-of-the-Art New Facility!
physicians
JSA Medical Group in Sun City Center is a 

comprehensive primary care clinic with many services 
offered in-house including radiology and labs! There 

is no better time to become a member of JSA!

Call Today!
(813) 634-2500

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Including Humana and CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members

JSA Medical Group - Sun City Center Activity Center is open to the community 
& offers a variety of FREE community & patient events including Yoga, Tai Chi, 
health lectures, parties, line dancing & more! (*Classes are subject to change)
MARCH 2014 EVENTS *REGISTER NOW! (813) 419-5020

LINE DANCING
PARTICIPANTS:
Close-toe shoes 
with non-stick 
bottoms only 
permitted. No 

scented perfumes 
& lotions to class.

Visit us online to
view the monthly 

calendar and 
upcoming events:

JSAMedicalGroup.com
click the events tab

NEXT COPD 
WORKSHOP:

Tuesday, Apr 15
1 to 3 pm

NEXT DIABETES 
WORKSHOP:

Tuesday, Apr 22
1 to 3 pm

Please register for 
these workshops
by calling Arlette

at (727) 828-2411

Please check your 
insurance

coverage for 
SILVERSNEAKERS 
class participation 

eligibility.

APRIL 2014 EVENTS *REGISTER NOW!

player. He also has good character 
and is a good kid. And from what 
I understand, he is going to work 
his tail off for us, so we appreciate 
that about him.”

Alasafeer, who played semi-
pro soccer with the Tampa Bay 
Marauders of the National Profes-
sional Soccer League, recognized 
the young Ospina’s game.

“He reminds me of me,” Alasa-
feer said. “He has lots of ability, 
and, like me, he flows in and out 
of the game a little bit sometimes, 
so he might need a little bit of di-
rection there. But he is very calm 
and composed on the ball, just an 
excellent player.”

While soccer is littered with 
tales — and YouTube videos 
galore — of youngsters with 
phenomenal talent, seemingly 
destined for greatness only to 
never be heard of again, Alasafeer 
knows what makes the difference 
between raw talent and a success-
ful soccer career.

“The real difference is mental 
toughness and how they were 
brought up,” Alasafeer said. “You 
may be on a team with 50 players 
trying for 11 starting spots every 
week, and if you don’t have the 
mental toughness, you will not be 
able to handle it.”

“We are just so proud. It’s 
hard to put into words,” said an 
emotional Jorge Ospina as his 
son prepared to sign for Florida 
College in a special ceremony at 
Lennard. 

A former semiprofessional 
player from Colombia who now 
lives in Ruskin, Jorge said his 
son’s ability was clear to see early 
on. “Even at a very young age, 
he was the only one who could 
see the whole field. He could 
see the whole game,” said Jorge, 

whose son also had an offer to 
tryout with a professional team in 
Germany. 

Earning a soccer scholar-
ship is no mean feat in Florida, 
where many major colleges back 
football over all else. Colleges in 
the Northeast and Midwest place 
a much higher value on soccer, 
where even smaller colleges 
routinely hand out soccer scholar-
ships. 

“Soccer scholarships are few 
and far between in Florida,” Rob-
inson said. “It’s not one of your 
big sports in the state. Florida and 
Florida State don’t even have a 
soccer program. Many of the big 
colleges here tend to give their 
scholarships to football, baseball, 
basketball and track.”

Lisa Greenaker Photo 
Ospina’s girlfriend, Sarah 
Schaub, congratulates Kristo-
pher on his scholarship.

Perfect attendance earns Eisenhower students iPads               
Three Eisenhower Middle School students are using new iPads today, thanks to their record of perfect 
attendance at the Gibsonston school. The students, from left, seventh-grader Jeannie Wood, sixth-
grader Carlos Molina Guadalupe and eighth-grader Andrew Hamlin, are shown with school principal 
Danielle Shotwell. The iPads were presented courtesy of the Waterset Community, one of the school’s 
business parters. Paul E. Burke, the school’s dropout-prevention specialist, has been developing more 
business partners for the school. The school rewards students with the Brian McNeely Student Achieve-
ment Award every nine weeks. The awards are named for a former physical education teacher who died 
earlier this year after a battle with cancer. McNeely was 28. The coach’s widow, Mindy, will be on hand 
for the event at the school. The school plans to award three iPads again next month to a sixth-, a sev-
enth-, and an eighth-grader who best show “Turn Around Achievement.”

Barron’s names Sequoia among top advisors in the country
Sequoia Financial Group LLC, 

which has a branch in Sun City 
Center, has been named to Bar-
ron’s 2013 list of “The Top 1,000 
Advisors” in the country. The list-
ing comprises the leading advi-
sors in each state. One of only five 
Northeast Ohio advisors named to 
the list, Sequoia ranked 12th over-
all in the state of Ohio, previously 
ranking 15th in 2012. 

Sequoia Financial Group has a 

local branch at 823 Cypress Vil-
lage Blvd.; 813-289-0551. 

Barron’s is America’s premier 
financial weekly magazine, with 
in-depth news reports and analyses 
on global financial markets. Its Top 
1,000 Advisor ranking is based on 
data provided by more than 4,000 
of the nation’s most productive 
advisors. Data provided include 
assets under management, revenue 
produced for the firm, regulatory 

record, quality of practice and phil-
anthropic work.

“Sequoia’s passionate and dedi-
cated team is incredibly proud to be 
included on this prestigious list,” 
said Chris Redhead, executive vice 
president of Sequoia. “We have 
strategically focused on investing 
in the right people to create the right 
team for our clients. Our approach 
has always been slightly different, 
and it’s really paying off.”

PauL Burke Photo



MARCH 27, 2014 OBSERVER NEWS • THE CURRENT • 17

Sun City - 813-634-2850
3846 Sun City Center Blvd (next to Bealls in 

Home Depot Center) M-F 8-8 Sat 9-6 Sun 10-4

Brandon Regency - 813-681-7267
2480 W. Brandon Blvd. (next to TJ Maxx & Movie 

Theater) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 12-5

Brandon Causeway - 813-651-4640
11235 Causeway Blvd. (next to Publix across from 

Wal Mart) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

OB2 - EXP. 4/30/14

OK3 - EXP. 4/30/14

$795

Kids Cut (11 & under)
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry
Specialty cuts, blow-dry 
style, design lines, set or 
curling iron extra. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Adult Cut
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry

$1195

Specialty cuts, blow-
dry style, design 
lines, set or curling 
iron extra. Not valid 
with other offers. 

OA6 - EXP. 4/30/14

OP5 - EXP. 4/30/14

$4495

Quick & Easy® Perm Wave
Free Shampoo & Cut

Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Design wraps 
extra. Not valid with 
other offers.

OSS1 - EXP. 4/30/14

$1200

Shampoo & Set
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut extra. 
Not valid with other 
offers.

OB6 - EXP. 4/30/14

$5495

CHI BUNDLE!
CHI Color with Styled CutTM

Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut 
extra. Not valid 
with other offers.

OS2 - EXP. 4/30/14

$1995

Styled CutTM

Shampoo, Cut & Finished Style
Price will vary with 
length and/or condition 
of hair. Specialty cuts/
flat iron extra. Not 
valid w/other offers.

OH2 - EXP. 4/30/14

$10 off
Highlights/Lowlights
Free Shampoo & Style
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut 
extra. Not valid 
with other offers.

$50 Minimum

5-7 Foil Highlights 
& Haircut Bundle
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Not valid with 
other offers.

$2995

Joe Lang, CFP - Glenn Krcmaric, OSJ - Robyn Payant, President - Tom Payant, C.E.O.,
Lillian Brassil, Office Manager - Heidi Oelgart, Marketing Assistant - Peter Farina, CFA® 

Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant, Glenn Krcmaric, Joseph Lang, and Peter Farina offer securities through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and investment advisory services through 
Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

WHO IS THE TEAM BUILDING
YOUR RETIREMENT STRATEGY?

Let our team help you!

Call us! 813-633-7333
1653 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com  

Serving South Shore 
for 30 years

Carol Holt, a St. Cloud artist, 
has been painting for eight years, 
she said. 

“It’s good to get the word out 
about your art at events like this,  
but also nice to talk to the chil-
dren about art.”  

Brian Ellis, another first-timer at 
the festival, said he would like to 
see more local festivals show-
casing the work of home-grown 
artists.

“The work is all very unique 
and very well done,” Ellis said. “I 

Regulars at weekend shows in downtown Lakeland, Daniel and Sta-
cy Tabb traveled from Lakeland for the festival.

kevin brady photos
The festival featured a booth of artwork from students at Riverview’s 
Winthrop Charter School.

Winthrop Arts Festival 
Continued from page 1 f

would love to see more festivals 
like this, not only to get the art-
ists in the public eye, but also to 
expose young people to the work 
and get them interested in art.”

“We want this to be a fine arts, 
fine crafts festival for the commu-
nity as a tradition,” said festival 
director Bryan Martinez.

For more information about the 
festival or exhibiting in the future, 
call 813-601-3129, email info@
WinthropArtsFestival.org or visit 
www.WinthropArtsFestival.org.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

Kings Point Mixed Chorus offers 
musical welcome to spring

The Kings Point Mixed Chorus has the date for its Spring Concert.  
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 5, for an evening of musical 
entertainment.  

The concert starts at 6 p.m. in the Kings Point Borini Theatre. Tickets 
can be purchased for $6 at the Kings Point Box Office and will also 
be available at the door. Seating is round-table, cabaret-style, so gather 
your friends, BYOB and prepare to enjoy the show.  

Music will include a variety of chorus numbers, solos, duets, small-
group numbers and sing-a-longs, as well as a few added surprises.  

The chorus of more than 60 voices, under the direction of Charles 
Wirick and accompanied by Ruth Hewitt, has been hard at work pre-
paring the program. Chorus members are from not only Kings Point 
but also Sun City Center and surrounding South Shore communities, 
such as Apollo Beach and Brandon. The concert is open to the public.

Robert Edelman, M.D. ~ Eric Berman, M.D.
Anita Shane, M.D. ~ Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

813-633-3065  1515 Sun City Center Plaza YourEyeDoctors.com  

 Comprehensive 
 Ophthalmology

 Cataract Surgery

 Glaucoma  
 Management

 Laser Surgery

 Macular  
 Degeneration

 Cornea

 Diabetic Eye Care

 Neuro-Ophthalmology

Trusted by

 & Patients Alike. 
Physicians

Our ophthalmologists are board-certified  
and fellowship-trained to provide  

specialized care for your eyes.

Medicare & most insurance accepted. 

When surveyed,  
97.5% of patients stated  
they would recommend  

us to a friend!
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5959 E SR64 • Bradenton
On SR64 Just Seconds West of I-75, Exit 220

1-877-207-4862
Monday - Friday 9am-8pm • Saturday 9am-7pm • Sunday Noon-5pm

ToyotaOfLakewood.comA Gettel Automotive Dealership

All offers with approved credit through Toyota Financial Services. Excludes tax, tag, title, registration and includes dealer fee. Factory rebates and incentives to dealer. Dealer equipment extra. ^0% is $16.67 per month per $1000 borrowed with $0 down. †36 month lease with 
$3499 due at signing including $0 security deposit. 12,000 miles per year allowed, 18¢ per mile thereafter. ºEPA estimated combined city/highway miles per gallon. *Must mention newspaper advertisement at time of write-up. Available on Toyota’s only. Up to 5 quarts of standard 

motor oil. Synthetic and diesels extra. Excludes shop disposal fee and tax. Cannot be combined with any other service offer. Prior sales excluded. Discount and APR offer cannot be combined. Photos for display only. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 3/31/2014.

MAINTENANCE FOR 2 YEARS/25,000 MILES PROVIDED BY TOYOTA
Includes Oil Changes & Major Services

When you purchase or lease a new Toyota, get 

Covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. 
See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD DEALER!

THE BIG TOYOTA STORE PRE-OWNED SPECIALS!
2007 NISSAN

ALTIMA
3.5 SL 

STK#L790722A

$12,741
2012 TOYOTA

RAV4
LE 

STK#L058600A

$18,883

2007 BMW

530i
SEDAN

STK#L048924A

$14,651

Visit Our State Of 
The Art Facility!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Plus Stop In Today And Get An 
Oil Change For Only $9.95!*

2011 HONDA

CR-V
SE

STK#L001218A

$18,651

2010 TOYOTA 

COROLLA
LE

STK#L743423A

$9993
2011 HYUNDAI

SONATA 
LIMITED 

STK#L102224A

$19,871

2011 HONDA

ACCORD 
EX-L

STK#L071725A

$18,942

$4000 OFF 
MSRP

Plus Get

$0
DOWN

0% APRFOR UP TO
60 MONTHS^

OR

EVERY NEW 2014 TOYOTA CAMRY

$4000 OFF 
MSRP

Plus Get

$0
DOWN

OR

EVERY NEW 2014 TOYOTA SIENNA

We’re Out To Be #1 During The...

Final Weekend! Hurry In To Get An Incredible Deal On A New Toyota!

2012 TOYOTA

PRIUS
THREE

STK#L764182A

$19,542

$3500 OFF 
MSRP

Plus Get

$0
DOWN

OR

EVERY NEW 2014 TOYOTA PRIUS

50+
MPGs!º

NEW 2014 TOYOTA 
PRIUS TWO $249LEASE

PER MO.†
CVT • MDL#1223

2005 TOYOTA

CAMRY
LE 

STK#L676012B

$8681
2010 TOYOTA 

TACOMA
ACCESS CAB
STK#L056704A

$18,662

$3000 OFF 
MSRP

Plus Get

$0
DOWN

$239LEASE
PER MONTH†

OR

NEW 2014 TOYOTA RAV4 XLE

MDL#4440
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DOVE INTERIORS FLOORING & WINDOW TREATMENTS
2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin

(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B)

813-645-8660
www.DoveInteriorsCarpetOne.com

THE 2011 & 2012

|  DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY  |  BACKSPLASHES  |  CARPET  |
|  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS  |

 

30%SAVE 
UP TO

Hard Surfaces Storewide!
Choose from hardwood, laminate, 
tile, luxury vinyl tile, and more.

 

*Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details. 

At participating stores only; not all products at all locations. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offer ends 04/20/14. 
Offers cannot be combined with other discounts or promotional offers and are not valid on previous purchases. © 2014 Carpet One Floor & Home®. All Rights Reserved.  

ONLY CARPET ONE HAS YOU TOTALLY COVERED.
Our experts specialize in flooring. We join with our other stores worldwide to buy 
at a volume that guarantees the lowest price. And we’re here to assist you with 
a more personalized shopping experience. That’s the Carpet One difference.

50%

On Innovia and Innovia Touch Carpets  
March 7 - April 20, 2014

SAVE UP TO

12On purchases made with 
your Carpet One Floor & 
Home® credit card. Offer 
valid until April 20, 2014.
W.A.C. See store for details.  

SPECIAL FINANCING*

Available On Innovia™
 And

Innovia™ Touch Carpet
 

months

The beautiful pathway 
to naturally soft carpet 

. A breakthrough in natural-based technology that 
blends softness with long-lasting beauty. INNOVIA 
is the defining fusion of natural-based fibers and 

hard-wearing, color-grabbing technology.

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• Closed Sunday • Evenings by appointment

Your Flooring & Window Treatment Experts....22 Years Strong!

Observations: Leaving home (Part 1)

Observations

By  ■ Mitch traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

I  placed my hand on Brenda’s 
hand, and we just talked. I 
had known her for 13 years; 

she was my boss and my friend. 
I learned over the course of our 
friendship that her instincts were 
almost always spot on; she was 
amazing that way. Her heart 
was good and was always in the 
right place. She was a wonderful 
woman; a good and compassionate 
person who truly cared for things 
— even things beyond those that 
favored her personally.

I was wondering if I was losing 
my mind, but I chose not to share 
that concern with her. She was 

beyond such insignificant quibbles 
with life. I told her that I had just 
spent way too much money on 
a new camera body, something 
we both knew my salary could 
not possibly justify. But I tried to 
justify it, thinking that in an era 
when newspapers have declined 
to the point that they are using 
iPhone photos on front pages — 
something that has only furthered 
their decline — the new camera 
would provide a boost for both 
the paper and me. Despite that she 
was dying, the newspaper was still 
important to her. 

But it wasn’t the newspaper that 
mattered at that moment. I mat-
tered to her.

“If there’s one thing I’ve learned 
through this, you have to do what 
makes you happy and then don’t 
worry about it,” she said in her 
wonderfully gentle tone with a 
warm and ever-so-slight trace of a 
southern accent.

A few days later, she was gone.

He said, Bill, I believe this is 
killing me, as the smile ran 

away from his face. Well I’m 
sure that I could be a movie 
star if I could get out of this 

place.
— Piano Man by Billy Joel

I don’t believe that I could be 
a movie star. But I’ve always 

Cory Ricker and Jonathan Hurst worked hard and managed to pack 
our lives into a 17-foot U-Haul truck, something I was in no shape to 
do. Cory can be contacted at cgricker76@gmail.com.

Mitch traphagen photo

dreamed of accomplishing some-
thing in life that supersedes my 
life. Being a writer is a dream, 
an often stressful and some-
times disappointing dream, but a 
dream, nonetheless. I am blessed 
to be able to make a living with 
words and photos. And it was The 
Observer News that made that 
possible for me — and it was you, 
the readers, who made it possible. 
I am, and shall remain, 
eternally grateful to you.

I don’t know how many 
words I’ve written for this 
newspaper since joining 
it in 2001, but I’m sure it 
is over a million. That is 
more than 10 books, and 
most all of those words 
disappear in the small 
fraction of time known 
as a week. That is far more words 
than I could possibly expect 
anyone to read. Over the years I’ve 
tried to shake things up and change 
my voice from week to week, but 
over the course of a million words, 
I worry that I am becoming a dron-
ing monologue in a monotone.

If there is anything I have 
learned in more than a half century 
of life, it’s that there is nowhere 
on the map that deserves the name 
Nirvana. Nowhere is perfect, every 
place has problems. That is as 
true of Florida as it is anywhere 
else I’ve ever been. It is attitude 
that makes all the difference. The 
chances are good that merely 
changing ZIP codes won’t change 
any unhappiness you may have 
— the grass isn’t always greener, 
it’s just different. The best you can 
do is to find a place to call home 
where you feel at home. Perhaps a 
place that offers something to push 
you on in life. Because life isn’t 
over until it’s over, and a quest to 
see what is beyond the horizon 
should last to the very last breath.

There is a great deal of gener-
osity and compassion in South 
Hillsborough. As much as things 
have changed, people still do look 
out for each other in this corner of 
the world, just as they did in what-
ever you may define as the “Good 
Old Days.” There are so many 
people who give of themselves to 
make things better for others that I 
could fill this newspaper with their 
names and stories. To the greatest 
degree possible, I’ve tried to do 
that and always with the support of 
the wonderful people for whom I 
work. They are among the gener-
ous and compassionate, too. They 
take being a community news-
paper seriously — we all have 
joined in a mission to promote and 
advance our communities. This is 
a good place to work because we 
are encouraged to do good work.

One of the first things Michelle 
and I loved about Florida was see-
ing what were to us, as recover-
ing Minnesotans, indoor plants 
growing outdoors. I also loved 
seeing four-foot-tall birds walking 
around. And, of course, coming 

from the cold, white North, Febru-
ary was an absolute joy. August, 
not so much, but it was doable, 
all things considered. I loved the 
sunrises and the sunsets. I loved 
the palm trees and the warm 
breezes. I loved the people in all 
of their colorful glory. Florida 
brought me happiness that I’m 
certain I could never have known 
in Minnesota, despite that the 

Land of 10,000 Lakes 
is also a wonderful 
place to live. More 
than two decades ago 
I remember sitting 
on the end of a long, 
rocky pier in Two 
Harbors, a small town 
on the northern shore 
of Lake Superior, and 
looking south over the 

huge lake, wondering what was 
over the horizon. To me at that 
time, I saw Florida.

I’ve lived more of my life in 
South Hillsborough than anywhere 
else on earth. This place, to me, is 
home. It is a really good place to 
call home. But I’ve found myself 
falling into a routine that I don’t 
believe to be good for a man my 
age. It’s time to shake things up. 
In the past few months I have lost 
a dear friend and had a wakeup 
call in the form of a minor health 
scare. Life changes and life goes 
on. Yet how it does that is up to 
each one of us.

As much as I love South Hills-
borough, as much as it has become 
my home, I’m still just young 
enough to wonder what is over the 
horizon, to allow myself the time 
to see if I can get tired of a new 
place, a new life, an entirely new 
experience; perhaps somewhere 
that the book I’ve always thought 
to be inside of me could come out. 
But in order to do that, I need to 
get out of this place. 

In 1870, Henry Traphagen was 
elected mayor of Jersey City, New 
Jersey. New experiences are good, 
yes, but there is no need to com-
pletely reinvent the wheel. I think 
it’s time to find out what Henry 
saw in that place. If I’m lucky, it 
will feel like home.

Legacy of Valor 
Veterans’ Art Exhibit
The Palmetto Historical Park 

and Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum are hosting the “Legacy 
of Valor Veterans’ Art Exhibit” 
through April 19. The exhibit 
features work by local veterans 
and veterans across the country. 
Their work includes paintings, 
sculpture and photography.

This exhibit is part of the Park 
and Museum’s partnership with 
Legacy of Valor, a local campaign 
that rallies the community to 
honor veterans, inspire patriotism 
and pass freedom on to others. If 
you would like to read more, visit 
FreedomPassItOn.org.

For more information call 941-
721-2034.
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DONATE!CARS, TRUCKS,
BOATS, RVs

  Please Help Fight

FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE
RECEIVE BLUE BOOK VALUE 800-714-3575

American Children’s Society
Florida Reg. #CH11978 - An IRS Recognized Non-Profi t 501(c)3 Organization

Making a difference for a child!

We also accept collectibles, 
appliances, furniture, etc.

Receipts on the spot and IRS forms sent directly to you!

FAST & FREE PICK UP
Vehicles Running  or Not - NO Restrictions

FREE $200 Gas Rebate Card
WITH YOUR VEHICLE DONATION. CALL FOR DETAILS.

STEPHEN A. SWITLYK, M.D.
Board Certified  |  American Board of Dermatology

Switlyk
Dermatology

813-634-6600
STEPHEN A. SWITLYK, M.D.

Board Certified
American Board of Dermatology

are 

‘All Things Salsa’ festival
set for Saturday

Good Samaritan miSSion PHoto
Mission volunteer Gloria Smith 
holds her handmade quilt that 
attendees at the Family Salsa 
Festival can win by registering 
at the festival’s Good Samaritan 
Mission information booth.

By  ■ KEVIN BRADY
kevin@observernews.net

Fancy a party with music, games, 
great food and contests? 

Mark your calendar for March 
29, when the “All Things Salsa” 
festival is set for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Good Samaritan Mission, 
14920 Balm Wimauma Road, 
Wimauma.

All proceeds from the event go 
to the Mission, which emphasizes 
education and helping the poor 
break the cycle of poverty.

“There is no entrance fee, and the 
food is priced very reasonably,” 
said Anne Madden, a volunteer 
at Good Samaritan. “It’s all about 
family and bringing the community 
together. There is something for 
everyone at the festival.”

Among the local restaurants 
featured at the event will be Ana’s 
Restaurant, a Wimauma staple that 
features “amazing food,” Madden 
said, as well as Pita Kabob of 
Apollo Beach: “Wonderful food 
and always made with fresh 
ingredients,” Madden said.

Organizers hope to attract 
2,000 people for the festival, one 
of the Mission’s major annual 
fundraisers. 

Founded in 1984, the Good 
Samaritan Mission emphasizes 
education and opportunity to break 
the cycle of poverty.

“The Mission offers the folks 
they serve an opportunity to take 
a step forward,” Madden said. 
“They offer people the opportunity 
to improve their lives and not just 
eat for the day.”

Along with the salsa, the festival 
includes traditional American 
cuisine, authentic Mexican 
food, music and free games for 
children.

Besides games, special activities 
for children include a puppet 
theater and the Home Depot 
Children’s Booth, where children 
can build their own toy to take 
home at no charge.  

Crafts created by Mission 
volunteers will be available for sale 
at La Casita, and Good Samaritan 
Mission tours and information will 
be available throughout the day.   

The festival will also feature 
a recipe contest, where visitors 
sample and vote on their favorite 
salsa.  

More than 50 vendors are 
expected for the event as well 
as local businesses and crafts 
vendors.

Several local nonprofit groups 
and government agencies will be 
offering information about the 
services they provide.  

Attendance at the festival is free. 
Organizers are requesting a $5 

donation per vehicle for parking 
on Mission property.  

The Mission started offering 
short classes last February for 
anyone who wanted to use the 
group’s food bank. The classes 
cover domestic violence, diabetes, 
HIV/AIDS, teenage pregnancy 
and gang violence, among other 
issues.

“If we are really going to go to 
the core issue of what these people 
are going through and effectively 
help them to better their lives, 
then we need to address those 
issues,” said William Cruz Jr., the 
Mission’s executive director..

Students earn a token for each 
class they attend. Each token 
entitles the user to a grocery bag 
they can use to shop at the Mission 
food bank. The more classes a 
student takes, the more tokens 
they earn and the more bags they 
can fill.

The food bank is also open to 
those who don’t want to take 
the classes. They are, however, 
required to spend some time 
volunteering at the Mission before 
they can use the food bank.

More than 300 people have 
graduated from the classes since 
they began in earnest 13 months 
ago. A typical week now sees 40 
to 50 students taking classes at the 
Mission.

“It’s all about giving people an 
opportunity to better themselves 
and give back to the community,” 
said Cruz.

For more information and 
directions, visit the festival web 
site, www.familysaalsafestival.
com, email gsmission1984@
gmail.com or call 813-634-7136.

Little Manatee River State Park

Eco-friendly Spring Fling 
debuts

Little Manatee River State Park, Wimauma, will be hosting its first 
Spring Fling event Saturday, April 12. 

The event begins at 9 a.m. and features live music from local artists, 
nature-themed displays, a native plant sale, kids’ activities and food, 
courtesy of Friends of Little Manatee River. The sponsors hope to 
hold the event annually.

Some of the activities scheduled for the day include guided 
horseback rides, guided nature tours, face painting for kids to become 
their favorite critter, a fish-printing workshop so folks can take home 
a one-of-a-kind art piece, and live animals will be on hand from the 
Wildlife Education and Rehabilitation Center and Save All Birds 
Rescue. 

Park entry is $5 per vehicle with up to 8 passengers. There will be 
free water refills for those who bring their own water bottle.

The park is located off U.S. 301 at 215 Lightfoot Road, Wimauma, 
FL 33598. For information, call 813-671-5005.
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Call now to see why we are the
Preferred Hearing Healthcare Provider

www.armandshearing.com

ACTUAL TESTIMONIALS Come see the hundreds of testimonials in our office

SUN CITY CENTER
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. • Sat. by appt. 

1653 Sun City Ctr. Plz.
SCC, FL 33573

In Payant Financial Plaza

813-990-0335

BRADENTON 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. • Sat. by appt. 

4229 14th St. W.
Bradenton, FL

In Office Depot Plaza 

941-357-2054

Mon., MARCH 31 - THuRs., APRIL 3
813-990-0335

PSALMS 119:10

UP
TO MSRP

Where Family Values Matter
OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT:

Continue to set the standards with our award-winning services•	
Proud to be the first company in the nation to advocate a 5-year •	
warranty for our community
We will continue to keep it simple and straightforward — from •	
explaining test results to our pricing, which comes with a warranty
To continue to be an advocate for our community•	

“I like that my hearing 
aids are easy to put 
in and they are not 
noticeable to everyone! 
Everyone at Armand’s is 
friendly, courteous, and 
quick to help with any 
question.” 
Janice Cascio, 
Palmetto

4 DAYS ONLY!
50% OFF

“My hearing aids have 
improved my quality of 
life. I can hear! I would 
rate the care I was given 
as excellent and would 
recommend Armand’s to 

my friends.” 
Misty Taylor,
Sun City Center

“I like the 
professional way 
you do business, 
very low keyed. 
What do I like 
best? 
I can hear!” 
Gerald Brown,
Bradenton

We accept all 
insurance
discounts

Introducing the First Nano Technology with a 
Remote Microphone designed to disappear

Natural

Remote
Microphone

THIS IS ALL YOU WEAR
• No big, bulky hearing aids
• Simple, easy to use
• Hear clear & natural
• Latest Wireless Technology
    (Better Synchronizing than Bluetooth)

100% Invisible
100% Programmable
100% Custom

Clear

     OR

Don’T BE FooLED BY InFERIoR TECHnoLoGY!
Lowest price in the U.S.

$59850
EACH
(MSRP $1,995 each)

ITC

70% Off

*OFF
already low retail 

price of any
Advance set
1 Coupon Per Set

Exp. 4/18/14

• Fiber Optic Ear Inspection
• Complete Audiometric Testing
• In-House Repairs
• Consultations for You and Your Family
• Lifetime Service

As always, walk in for your FREE 10-
point cleaning inspection and 

1 FREE pack of batteries. *Limit 1 per coupon

100% DIGITAL
100% PROGRAMMABLE
COMPUTER ADJUSTABLE

Coupon valid at time of purchase only. 
Offer expires 4/18/14. • 35/40 db loss
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2503 1st Street • Bradenton
On 1st Street, 2 Blocks South of Where 301 Meets US41

1-941-747-9262
Monday - Saturday 9am-8pm • Sunday Noon-5pm

HyundaiOfBradenton.comof Bradenton
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All offers with approved credit through Hyundai Motors Financial. Factory rebates available through Hyundai Motors Financial for qualifying consumers. Dealer retains all factory rebates. Offers exclude tax, tag, title, registration and $799 pre-delivery service fee. *0% 
APR financing for 72 months is $13.89 per month per $1000 borrowed with $0 down on select models. †Must be current Hyundai owner and trade-in Hyundai to qualify for rebate. oTrade-In value based on dealer inspection, actual value may vary. ^36 month lease with 
$2999 due at signing including $0 security deposit. 12,000 miles per year allowed, 20¢ per mile thereafter. Prior sales excluded. In-stock units only. Offers cannot be combined. Photos for display only. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire end of day 3/31/14.

New 2014
HyuNdai

Sale 
Price:

leaSe For:acceNt

$11,766
  Per 
MoNtH ^

$99
MSRP ................................$16,595
Dealer Discount ......................$829
Hyundai Factory Rebate ..........$500
Valued Owner Coupon† ..........$500
Cash or Trade-In Valueº .........$3000

New 2014
HyuNdai

Sale 
Price:

leaSe For:VeloSter

$14 ,998

MSRP ................................$20,075
Dealer Discount ....................$1077
Hyundai Factory Rebate ..........$500
Valued Owner Coupon† ..........$500
Cash or Trade-In Valueº .........$3000

New 2014
HyuNdai

Sale 
Price:

leaSe For:elaNtra

$13 ,942

MSRP ................................ $19,135
Dealer Discount ......................$943
Hyundai Factory Rebate ..........$750
Valued Owner Coupon† ..........$500
Cash or Trade-In Valueº .........$3000

New 2014
HyuNdai

Sale 
Price:

leaSe For:SaNta Fe SPort

$19,980

MSRP ................................$26,065
Dealer Discount ....................$1585
Hyundai Factory Rebate ..........$750
Valued Owner Coupon† ..........$750
Cash or Trade-In Valueº .........$3000

New 2014
HyuNdai

Sale 
Price:

leaSe For:azera

$24,988

MSRP ................................ $32,140
Dealer Discount ....................$2402
Hyundai Factory Rebate ........$1000
Valued Owner Coupon† ..........$750
Cash or Trade-In Valueº .........$3000

Gettel Hyundai Of BradentOn

laSt cHaNce!  

Final 

Weekend!

lease 
for...

$149Per 
Month

^

on new
2014 hyundai
sonatas!

Or

  Per 
MoNtH ^

$129
  Per 
MoNtH ^

$149
  Per 
MoNtH ^

$249
  Per 
MoNtH ^

$299

never Before...MayBe never again.

0% aPR Financing 
 For Up To

*72 Months!
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Riverview Branch Library
10509 Riverview Dr., Riverview • 813-273-3652

Baby Time — Thursday, March 27,  10:05 a.m.
Early literacy begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, 

bouncy rhymes and songs in this 20-minute lap-sit program that intro-
duces early literacy skills and encourages language development. For 
children up to 18 months and their caregivers. 

Toddler Time — Thursday, March 27, 10:35 a.m.
Stories, finger plays and songs make up this fun 20-minute program 

that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readiness. For 
children ages 18-36 months and their caregivers.

ABCs and 123s of Yoga  — Thursday, March 27, 11 a.m.
For children 2 to 5 and their parent/caregivers. Kids benefit from yoga 

too! In this program, Lucky Cat Yoga introduces yoga to toddlers with 
basic yoga postures. Bring a towel or yoga mat and wear comfortable 
clothing.

Game Zone — Thursday, March 27, 2:30 p.m.
Get in the zone and join friends for fun with games such as Super 

Smash Bros. Brawl, Mario Kart, Super Mario Bros. and more.

Block Party!— Tuesday, April 1, 4 p.m.
For children in grades K-5. Kids use Lego building blocks to build a 

fun, interactive and creative project. The library provides the Legos; kids 
provide the imagination! Funded by the Friends of the Riverview Branch 
Public Library.

Master Gardener: Wildlife in the Garden  — Tuesday, April 1, 6:30 
p.m.

Learn how to create a backyard habitat to attract butterflies and birds 
using native and local plants. Presented in partnership with Hillsborough 
County Cooperative Extension Service.

Puppet Show: The Gingerbread Boy — Tuesday, April 2, 11 a.m. & 
3:30 p.m.

For children 3 and older. “Run, run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch 
me, I’m the Gingerbread Man!” The Gingerbread Boy has escaped from 
the oven and is running away from the little old woman, the little old 
man and quite a few other animals! Find out who will be lucky enough 
to capture him, or if he successfully escapes! Presented by Creative Arts 
Theatre of the City of Tampa Parks and Recreation Department.

  

Apollo Beach Women’s Club to learn 
more about Honor Flight at meeting

At the Wednesday, April 9, meet-
ing of the Apollo Beach Women’s 
Club, attendees will hear from 
retired U.S. Army LTC. James 
Haake of Honor Flight of West 
Central Florida, who will give an 
overview of what is involved to 
take local World War II veterans 
to Washington, D.C., to visit their 
memorials.

The meeting will be at Little Har-
bor, 611 Destiny Drive, Ruskin.

In addition to the presentation, 
there will be an Easter Hat Con-
test, organized by Sonya David-
son; the judges will be the wait 
staff at Little Harbor.

Luncheon reservations ($16) 
must be made by Friday, April 
4; call Deanna Anest at 813-938-
3541 or email hooker06@hotmail.
com.

Since its inception in 1959, the 
ABWC has awarded scholarships 
to high school students living in 
Apollo Beach, who have demon-

strated high academic achieve-
ment, community service, lead-
ership skills and financial need.  
ABWC fundraising this year has 
been achieved through a Witches 
Wing Ding (Halloween party), 
bake sale, book sale, high tea, 
wine tasting, fashion show, raffles 
and 50/50 drawings.

Upcoming activities include:
• Book Club, April 24, hosted by 

Barbara Lamneck. A Turn in the 
Road by Debbie Macomber.

• Garden Club, April 16, hosted 
by Barbara Lamneck. Master Gar-
dener Carolyn Roberts will discuss 
“Back Yard Wildlife.”

• Culture Club, April 16, bus 
trip to Weeki Watchee State Park 
to view the famous Mermaid Show 
and a riverboat ride. 

For more event information, call 
Sharon Vasquez, club president, at 
813-641-7856.

For membership information, 
call Judy Peck at 813-746-1072.

MMA Cage Fighting 
returns to Dallas Bull

Following on the heels of its 
sold-out February show, Florida 
Championship Fighting will return 
to Tampa’s Dallas Bull on Sunday, 
April 13, for another action-packed 
night of Mixed Martial Arts. 

Florida Championship Fighting 
Live will feature more than 10 
bouts. Along with MMA action, 
Florida Championship Fighting 
will also feature Ring Girls, ven-
dors, a live deejay, prize drawings, 
giveaways and much more. 

Tickets start at $30 in advance 
and are available online at www.
fcfighting.com, participating Bud-
dy’s Home Furnishings stores and 
Abby’s Bail Bonds. VIP tickets in-
clude reserved seating in the first 
row, early entry at 5 p.m., a lami-
nated souvenir pass, free T-shirt 
and a program.

The first 500 fans to purchase 
Cage Side Reserved Seats online 
or at Abby’s Bail Bonds will re-
ceive a free FCF T-shirt, courtesy 
of Abby’s Bail Bonds.

Florida Championship Fighting 
is sponsored by Buddy’s Home 
Furnishings, Abby’s Bail Bonds,  
Dallas Bull and Monster Energy 
Drinks.

Dallas Bull is at 3322 U.S. 301.
This amateur MMA event is 

sanctioned by Global Fighting So-
lutions under jurisdiction from the 
Florida Boxing Commission.  

By ■  Jonie MAsCHek
Member: Florida Outdoor Writers Assn.

I stopped by Williams Park 
in Gibsonton last week and 
was amazed at the overflowing 
parking lot of boat trailers.

With longer days due to 
daylight-saving time, combined 
with Florida’s great weather, 
many anglers spent the weekend 
fishing.

Boats were coming in with a 
variety of catches. I asked, “Do 
you catch only what you can eat, 
or do you eat what you catch?” The 
majority answered that they eat 
what they catch, but some told us 
that they give their catches away. I 
wondered why anyone would fish 
and then give the catch away, and 
this was a frequent answer: “My 
wife won’t cook fish. She says 
it smells up the house, and, after 
fishing all day, I don’t want to 
cook.”

I believe that it is as 
much of a challenge 
to learn how to 
cook your catch, 
as it is to catch 
them.

It takes 
practice to 
p r o p e r l y 
fillet a 
fish. Many 
a n g l e r s 
w o n ’ t 
e v e n 
at tempt 
it with 
o t h e r 
a n g l e r s 
watching. 
Some of 
the masters 
of this cleaning 
skill will not reveal their secret. 
Go to your local bait shop, buy a 
fillet knife and practice until you 
master the art of perfect fillets.

If you don’t want to cook your 
fish indoors, wrap each piece in 
foil along with sliced potatoes, 
tomatoes, onions, green pepper,  
butter and salt and pepper. The 

Fish Tales: There’s more than 
one way to cook a fish

veggies will flavor 
the fish. You can 
place about six 
of these on top of 
your grill about 
five inches from the 
coals. Cook for 50 
to 60 minutes.

If deep frying 
your fish, heat oil 

to 350 degrees and cook until 
the fish starts to float. Try not to 
overcook.

Also consider oven-baking your 
catch. For about three pounds of 
fish, bake at 350 degrees for about 
30 minutes. It is ready when the 
flesh is flaky and separates easily.

Many trout catches were made 
last week. Some were in about 
four feet of water over the grassy 
flats. I’m told that the rivers are 
full of trout. Do you know what 
a school of trout is called? It is 
called a hover.

Redfish was a great catch last 
week with some anglers saying 

the best spot was Fort De 
Soto Park. There was also 
success at Simmons Park, 

and at Little 
M a n a t e e 
and Alafia 
rivers.

Flounder 
were everywhere. Almost 

every boat that reeled in redfish 
also had a flounder or two.

Freshwater catfish were 
plentiful, and catfish and 
hush puppies graced many 

dinner tables last weekend.
Largemouth bass were playing 

hide and seek with the anglers last 
week. They were hiding in holes, 
said some fishermen, but they 
outsmarted a few and made some 
great catches.

Freshwater fishing is in the 
upper fresh waters of our rivers 
and lakes.

FisH TALes

Welcome spring’s arrival:  Adopt-A-Manatee® 
With spring and Easter around the 

corner, Save the Manatee Club sug-
gests surprising the youngsters this 
year with manatee gift adoptions.  

Kristy Dorsey, who resides in 
Colorado, decided to adopt Flicker 
from the club’s Tampa Bay adoption 
program as an Easter gift last year 
for her daughters, Norah and Bailey. 
“After a visit to Lee County Mana-
tee Park in Fort Myers, the girls be-
came very interested and concerned 
about the future of the manatees,” 
explained Kristy. “Today’s children 
will be tomorrow’s conservationists, 
so I thought this would be a fun way 
to instill those important values in 
them.”

A gift adoption from Save the 
Manatee Club costs $25, is tax-de-
ductible, and includes a color photo, 
biography and adoption certificate 
of a real endangered manatee living 
in Florida.  

Photos and a list of the manatees 
available for adoption, including 
Flicker, can be found on the club’s 
website at savethemanatee.org/
adoptees . 

Also included with the gift adop-
tion is a membership handbook 
filled with photos, facts and informa-
tion, plus subscriptions to the Club’s 
official quarterly newsletter, The 
Manatee Zone, and the bimonthly 
e-newsletter, Paddle Tales. Shipping 
is free within the United States. For 

$35, an eight-inch plush manatee 
toy is also included with the adop-
tion package — a fun addition to any 
Easter basket.  

Last year was particularly dire for 
the manatees, with 829 deaths re-
corded, setting a new somber record 
for the endangered marine mam-
mals.  

“Historically, the largest known 
cause of manatee deaths has been 
from collisions with boats,” said Pat-
rick Rose, Save the Manatee Club’s 
executive director.  “In recent years 
though, hundreds of manatees have 
died from cold stress. And last year, 
many succumbed from a red tide out-
break in southwest Florida, and from 
an unusual ongoing mortality event 
on Florida’s east coast. The popula-
tion cannot continue to sustain such 
heavy losses, but, with the public’s 
much-needed help and support, we 
can continue to make critically im-
portant progress to protect manatees 
and their aquatic habitat.”

The club’s mission is to protect 
imperiled manatees and their habitat 
for future generations.  A nonprofit 
conservation and manatee welfare 
organization, Save the Manatee 
Club has been the voice for mana-
tees since 1981, when it was found-
ed by singer/songwriter Jimmy Buf-
fett and former Florida governor and 
U.S. senator Bob Graham. 

The club raises public awareness; 

educates; sponsors research and 
rescue, rehabilitation, and release 
efforts; supports land acquisition; 
promotes aquatic habitat protection; 
advocates for improved on-the-wa-
ter protection measures and supports 
education and conservation efforts 
in other countries.

“You can’t help but be in awe of 
these amazing creatures,” said Colo-
radan Kristy Dorsey. “Plus manatees 
are so cute and lovable. Without 
more help, I feel their numbers will 
continue to decline. My girls have 
become advocates for the manatees, 
and they look forward to receiving 
the Club’s newsletter and reading 
about how the manatees are doing.  

“The adoption program makes 
them feel part of Save the Manatee 
Club’s conservation work and that 
they are contributing by helping the 
club with their efforts.”

To adopt a real manatee for Eas-
ter or for a springtime surprise, visit 
Save the Manatee Club’s website at 
www.savethemanatee.org, or call 
1-800-432-JOIN (5646).  Also, sign 
up for the Club’s free e-newsletter, 
and watch manatees in their natural 
habitat on the club’s Blue Spring 
webcams at manatv.org. 

Manatees also can be seen at the 
Tampa Electric Manatee Viewing 
Center in Apollo Beach. For infor-
mation, call 813-228-4289. Admis-
sion and parking are free.
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday.8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil....................4:00 p.m.
Daily ................................ 8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-481-9060

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:30 a.m. .................................Contemporary Service
9:30 a.m. ......................................... Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. ...............................Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. ....................................... Traditional Service
4:00 p.m. ........................................Hispanic Worship

Senior Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Samuel Rorer

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

TRADITIONAL WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship
Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
FriendshipBaptistChurchSCC.com

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Reverend David Allman, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Prayer - Praise - WorshiP
The Anointing Church

324 Green Manor Drive, SCC, FL • 813-922-6640
www.theanointingchurch.com

Area Places of Worship

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH - United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329

A Caring Church United in God’s Love Serving Our Community
Rev. Dr. Timothy Shirley

Worship Services ~ 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
(813) 634-1304 ~ www.uccsuncity.org

Sunday School ................................ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Worship ............... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ............. 7:00 p.m.

5504 S.R. 674, Wimauma, FL 33598 • 813-634-4776

Pastor
Tom Durrance

Wimauma Church of God

Area Obituaries

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.sccuu.org

It is important to be able to sacrifice what we are for what 
we could become. — Charles Dubois

Lillian Bonnie 
Butler

March 29, 1917 to August 24, 2009

Happy Birthday, Mom!

love,

Sheila, Sandy and Danny

Ellen Marie Norton
Ellen Marie Norton, 71, of Sun City 

Center, loving wife and mother, went 
to be with the Lord on March 19, 2014. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Emory and Grace Helms. 

She is survived by her loving husband, 
Paul Norton; sisters Vernice Waddick 
and Barbara Raines Baker; sons David 
(Tammie) Norton and Michael (Angela) 
Norton; grandchildren Whitney, Ashley, 
Matthew and Christopher Norton; and 
many nieces and nephews.  

The funeral service was held on 
March 22, at Sun City Center Funeral 
Home. Burial was at Hillsboro Memorial 
Gardens, Brandon.   

Margo B. Shanley
Margo B. (Belbusti) Shanley, 86, of 

Sun City Center, Fla., born in Northford, 
Conn., passed away peacefully March 
2, 2014, in Florida. Mrs. Shanley 
enjoyed a long life of good general 
health, despite her diagnosis of lupus 
40 years ago. 

Margo was born June 26, 1927, 
daughter of the late Adelino “Fritz” 
Belbusti and Theresa (Barberini) 
Belbusti. Her parents died tragically 
in a house fire in 1935, when Margo 
was saved by her mother, who pushed 
the eight-year-old out a second-story 
window. She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, Donald E. 
Shanley, and infant son John.   

She is survived by her children: 
Donald Edward Shanley (Dave Barba) 
of Branford, Conn.; Karen Shanley 
(Mary Galvin) of West Haven, Conn.; 
and BarbaraJean Gage (Kenneth 
Gage) of Sharon, Mass.  She had 
three grandchildren: Christine (Gage) 
McCarthy (Kevin McCarthy) of 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; Stephen Gage 
of Jamaica Plain, Mass.; and John 
Donald Galvin Shanley of West Haven, 
Conn. She was predeceased by her 
sisters Jean Anderson, Elsie Ek, Mary 
Dinwoodie and Ann Trotta, and her 
brother Bruno Belbusti. She is also 
survived by several nieces and nephews 
who cherished their Aunt Margo and 
have many fond memories of family 
picnics and holiday celebrations.  

As a young woman Margo was 
employed as a telephone operator in 
New Haven. She raised her family in 
North Haven and Northford, and lived 
in Florida for the past 25 years. To keep 
active, she intermittently worked until 
the age of 85 at various part-time jobs, 
most recently as a demonstrator for 
Publix Supermarket, serving patrons 
samples of promotional food items.  
She was an active parishioner at Prince 
of Peace Catholic Church in Sun City 
Center, and also enjoyed square 
dancing, in which she was active for 
the last 45 years. She will be greatly 
missed by all her family and friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
at a later date in North Haven, Conn., 
with interment to follow at St. Agnes 
Cemetery in Branford.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
in Margo’s memory may be made to 
the Lupus Foundation of Florida, www.
lupusflorida.org.

Prince of Peace 
remembers St. 
Joseph

On March 19, parishioners of 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
gathered to celebrate the feast day 
of St. Joseph, the spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the fos-
ter-father of Jesus. To commemo-
rate this special day, all were in-
vited to participate in a special St. 
Joseph’s Table celebration. Many 
parishioners brought breads, pas-
tries and other baked goods for a 
time of fun and fellowship.

According to legend, there was a 
famine in Sicily many centuries ago. 
The villagers prayed to St. Joseph 
and asked his intercession before 
the throne of God. Their prayers 
were answered. With the ending of 
the dreadful famine, a special feast 
of thanksgiving was held in com-
memoration of the saint.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
is located at 702 Valley Forge 
Blvd., Sun City Center. For more 
information, visit www.popcc.org.

Martin Luther once wrote to a 
friend, “Your thoughts of God are 
too human!” That certainly was 
not true of David.

David saw the greatness of God 
and the glory of His creation: “O 
Lord, our Lord, the majesty of 
Your name fills the earth! Your 
glory is higher than the heavens!” 
Perhaps he was thinking about the 
time when there was nothing and 
no one but God. Perhaps he was 
allowing his mind to wander and 
entertain the idea that God chose 
to make Himself known to man. 
It may have been that David was 
“awe-struck” to think of the pos-
sibility that he could actually com-
municate with God or get His at-
tention by calling on Him.

And he continues his thoughts 
about the greatness of God when 
he writes of His “majesty and glo-
ry” — the power that He has over 
the heavens, the earth and all that 
is in and on the earth. Nothing is 
beyond Him.

Notice two very important things: 
David begins with “O Lord” —  
describing his personal relation-
ship with God. He knew that by 
“speaking” His name he would 
get God’s attention. How impres-
sive is that! This powerful God is 
present with him at that moment, 
and is personally concerned about 
him, and will respond to him if he 
calls upon him. And this is just the 
beginning.

Notice that “O Lord” is followed 
by “Our Lord,” which includes all 
of us. God, speaking through Da-
vid, wants us to know that He, this 
“majestic” God, is always thinking 
of us, watching over us and con-
cerned about us.

Visit us at Guido Gardens, Met-
ter, GA.

Tebow among speakers June 20 & 21 
at Men’s Impact Weekend conference

The 2014 Wildfire 
“Men’s Impact Week-
end” Conference is 
coming to the USF Sun 
Dome on Friday, June 
20, beginning at 5:30 
p.m., and Saturday, June 
21, beginning at 7:30 
a.m. Tickets are avail-
able at www.SunDo-
meArena.com. Sign up 
for the Sun Dome VIP 
Pass to receive all the 
information you need 
about this event and 
others at www.SunDo-
meArena.com.

Join 10,000 men, fathers, sons, brothers and Christ-followers, coming 
together to worship God and to learn more about the life of true adven-
ture He intends for men.

ESPN analyst Tim Tebow and Jase Robertson of A&E’s Duck Dynasty 
have been confirmed as headliners for the event.

Tebow will be sharing his personal testimony of faith on Friday eve-
ning at the conference. Tebow won two college football national cham-
pionships at the University of Florida, was a first-round selection in the 
2010 NFL Draft, and led the Denver Broncos to the 2011 NFL Playoffs 
for the first time in six years.  He lives a life that consistently reflects his 
values, and founded the Tim Tebow Foundation™, which partners with 
CURE International to build hospitals in the Philippines. He was also 
named one of TIME magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of 2012.

Joining Wildfire Founder Tim Clinton and Tebow will be a stellar 
lineup of some of America’s premier athletes, outdoorsmen, Bible teach-
ers and speakers, including Robertson; Ken Whitten, senior pastor of 
Idlewild Church; Joe White, president and founder of Kanakuk Kamps; 
Rick Rigsby, a dynamic motivational and leadership speaker, and more.

This inaugural gathering will also feature inspirational praise and wor-
ship by Michael O’Brien. Attendees can expect a two-day event full of 
workshops, exhibits and fun around the things that men love — hunting, 
fishing, motorcycles, racing, athletics, extreme sports and other outdoor 
activities — taught by some of the leading specialists in the world.

Looking ahead to this landmark men’s event, Clinton said, “Wildfire 
is designed to help men draw closer to the heart of God and become 
better fathers, husbands, sons and leaders. Our 2014 program will bring 
together thousands of men — many with their sons — to hear real-life 
testimonies of faith, worship together, and be challenged to live the life 
of true adventure that God created us for.”

TIM TEBOW
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

(813) 645-6102
Sunday Service .............................................................10 a.m.
Sunday School ..............................................................10 a.m.
Wednesday Service ........................................................5 p.m.
Reading Room ...............................Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

 Masses
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ..................................... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español .........Sabado 6:00 p.m.; Domingo 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession .................Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:15 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

S S

“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) .... 9:00 a.m. Sunday Evening Service ............ 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School ........................................... 9:30 am. Wednesday Evening Service ...... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............................ 10:55 a.m. Thursday Morning Prayer .......... 10:00 a.m.

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085

Worship Service @10:30 am
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 am

1707 33rd Street Southeast
Ruskin, Florida 33570

www.firstchristiansuncitycenter.com

Phone: 813-419-4930
Minister Mike Grant

Fir

st Chr istia n Church

Sun  Ci ty  Ce n te r  Fl o r i d a

FCC SCC

Area Places of Worship

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.
Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 

during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall between Services.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE            EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

A CARING CHRISTIAN FAMILY—WIGGLY CHILDREN WELCOME 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

      8:00 AM-Rite I  
      9:00 AM-Contemporary  

  11:00 AM-Rite II &Choir  
Morning Prayer  & Healing Service 

10 AM every Wednesday 
 

Fr. Lee Miller 
Priest 

SUN CITY CENTER  1015 Del Webb Blvd. E  
813-633-3970  -  stjohnrus@aol.com 

     Fellowship Hour after all services 

UCC to present da Vinci’s living Last Supper
The men of the United Community Church, Sun City Center, will 
present a living dramatization of Leonardo da Vinci’s painting, The 
Last Supper.  After a supper of soup and bread at 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day, April 16, in the Great Hall of UCC, the dramatization will begin. 
All are invited and welcome.  A free-will offering will be taken. For 
more information, call Paula at 813-633-6739.

george  L. Veazey III photo

Local community 
band marks 5th 
anniversary

The Eastern Hillsborough Com-
munity Band, a 55-piece concert 
band, will celebrate its fifth an-
niversary with a concert at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 3, at the United 
Methodist Church in Sun City 
Center.

The community is invited to 
the concert titled “A Memorable 
Evening.” The band will perform  
“Bolero,” “Stevie Wonder in 
Concert,”  “The Beatles Remem-
bered,” big-band music by George 
and Ira Gershwin and several other 
pieces. 

The church is located at 1210 W. 
Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center. 
There is a $5 suggested donation 
at the door. 

The band is conducted by Ken 
Watts. For more information, call 
813-569-1771, email info@ehcb.
org or visit www.ehcb.org. 

Pastor David Allman and Sister Sara Proctor admire her medal from 
Pope Francis.

Redeemer Lutheran welcomes Sister 
Sara Proctor

Sister Sara Proctor, program coordinator from Catholic Mobile Medi-
cal Services, was a welcome speaker recently at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Sun City Center.  Catholic Mobile Medical Services uses vol-
unteer physicians as well as other health and social service professionals 
to provide free medical, health promotion and social services to the rural 
poor of eastern and southern Hillsborough County. The program oper-
ates under the auspices of the Florida Department of Health Volunteer 
Health Care Provider Program.   

Most of the program services are provided through a mobile bus taken 
directly to the target population. These mobile bus visits are scheduled 
during convenient evening and weekend hours, and are located at acces-
sible sites such as churches, community-based social service agencies, 
and daycare centers.  

Sister Sara received the Pontifical Award PRO ECCLESIA ET PON-
TIFICE, the highest award conferred upon members of the laity by the 
Holy See.  Catholic Mobile Medical Services has been and continues to 
be a Benevolence for a month each year at Redeemer.  For information, 
call 813-534-1292.

Saturday is movie 
night at Friendship 
Baptist Church 

Friendship Baptist Church will 
show the movie No Lost Cause at 
5 p.m., Saturday, March 29. 

The film tells the story of a young 
agnostic woman who is wheel-
chair-bound after a car crash and 
forced to live with her estranged 
Christian father, while living with 
the fear she will never walk again. 

Everyone is invited to the movie; 
food will be served during an in-
termission.  

The church is at 1511 El Rancho 
Drive, Sun City Center.

Sisterhood plans 
closing brunch

The Sisterhood of Congregation 
Beth Israel will hold its closing 
brunch of the season on Tuesday, 
May 6.  

The event will take place in the 
Henry Gibson Social Hall at the 
Synagogue on E. Del Webb Bou-
levard, Sun City Center.   

The program will include the in-
stallation of officers for the 2014-
2015 season.  

A dairy brunch will be served,  
which includes desserts, coffee 
and tea. The cost is $5, and the 
deadline for reservations is April 
25. Send your check, made out to 
Beth Israel Sisterhood, to Rochell 
Lafer, 2247 Oakley Green Drive, 
Sun City Center, FL 33573.

 
SCC Men’s Chorus 
to sing at UCC

At 3 p.m. on Sunday, April 6, the 
Men’s Chorus of Sun City Center 
will present a Spring Concert in 
the sanctuary of the United Com-
munity Church.

No tickets will be sold, but a 
free-will offering will be taken for 
the chorus.

For more information, call Paula 
at 813-633-6739.

Sacrament of Reconciliation at Prince of Peace
On Thursday, March 27, from 5 to 7 p.m., every Catholic Church in the 

Diocese of St. Petersburg will be open for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion (Confessions). 

Priests will be available at Prince of Peace Catholic Church during this 
time to hear confessions. There will be no penance service associated 
with The Light Is On for You. Priests will simply be available for you to 
stop and make an individual confession on your way home from work or 
school or wherever you may be. 

The brochure, A Short Guide to the Sacrament of Reconciliation,  is 
available in English and Spanish to read and download at www.dosp.org.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church is at 702 Valley Forge Blvd., Sun 
City Center. For more information, visit www.popcc.org or call (813) 
634-2328.

St. Andrew musical director chosen for 
symposium

Raymund Ocampo, musical 
director of St. Andrew Presbyte-
rian Church of Sun City Center, 
was one of only five conductors 
worldwide chosen to participate in 
the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir’s 
Annual Choral Conductors’ Sym-
posium.  

Ocampo had the rare opportuni-
ty to conduct the 100-voice choir 
and the 20-voice professional El-
dora Festival Singers in rehearsals 
throughout the week of Jan. 28, 
and in the concluding Community 
Concert held Feb. 1.  

The Toronto Mendelssohn Choir 
was founded in 1894 and has a 
long history of singing the best of 
the traditional symphonic choral 

repertoire, introducing rarely per-
formed and/or contemporary cho-
ral works.  

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
is at 1239 W. Del Webb Blvd. 
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Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Word III: Paragraph Formatting - Thursday, March 27 at 3 p.m.
Learn about different types of malicious software, how they get on 

personal computers, how to remove them, and precautions to take when 
using the Internet.

Word: Tables I - Thursday, March 27 at 3:45 p.m.
Create professional-looking tables for forms and lists, format table 

structure, and more. Previous experience with Microsoft Word is recom-
mended.

iPad/iPhone: Demo & Open Lab - Friday, March 28 at 3 p.m.
Bring an iPad/iPhone and operation questions to the class. Will dem-

onstrate how to install the required software for eBooks, open an Apple 
account, and how to download an eBook to the device.

HutH & BootH pHoto

TaxHappens hosts Riverview Chamber ribbon cutting
On March 10, TaxHappens LLC 

of Riverview hosted a Greater 
Riverview Chamber of Commerce 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.  

Theresa Wells, CPA, owner of 
TaxHappens, hosted the ceremony 
in the parking lot of her brand-new 
office within the Park Place Office 
complex.  

The large crowd was treated to 
food, drinks and hospitality, cour-
tesy of Wells and her good friends 
at Loyalty Multimedia Group, 
Fancy That Specialty Linen LLC, 
and Cakes by NIKKI.

TaxHappens is a Certified Public 
Accountant firm providing hands-
on tax and accounting services to 

small businesses and individuals. 
Honesty and integrity are the cor-
nerstones of their business.

Call Theresa Wells at 813-767-
5423 to discuss your tax and ac-
counting needs.  Her office is at 
10018 Park Place Ave., Riverview.  
For more information, visit www.
taxhappens.com.

Terrific Kids at Cypress Creek Elementary School
The Terrific Kids for March at Cypress Creek are: Uriel Herrera, Araceli Juarez, Melanie Chavez, Alejandro 
Rosario, Talia Rusnak, Jurnee Bailey, Isabella Montanaro, Allisson Figueroa, Josue Diaz, Monserrat 

Chavez-Mejia, Jillian Galvan, Catherine Delacruz, Tatiyana Edwards, 
Sophia Bocanegra, Giovany Toledo-Escobedo, Jaiden Clinkscales,  
Jocelyn Fielder, Ashley Powell, Simon Doan, Sarahi Luciano, Daniel 
Vazquez, Damion Rodriguez, Trenton Peppers, Jordyn Murray, 
Gladys Perez, Isabella Ramos, Daniela Aguirre, Joe Fuentes, Rafael 
Santiago, Lily Barrett,  Alexaira Nivens, Arianna Santana, Sofia 
Carrasquillo-Rivera, Joshua Leenim, Joshua Dias, Hunter Lopez, 
Andrew Otero, Rudio Varrera-Godinez, Nilka Rodriguez, Emilio 
Best, Kayla Engram, Jasin Benjamin, Tyler Nelson, Riddic Fournier, 
Brandon Dillon, Adriana Velasco-Francisco, Angel Dubon-Centeno, 
Bianca Sanchez, Bryan Perez-Acevedo, Jose Martinez, Mariel Maya, 
Amira Sanchez, Tevin Gibson, Brianna Anderson, Derick Armas, 
Rylee Sopka, Jamie Sanchez-Zapata, Michael Ezell, Ze’Veon Cooper, 
Selena Rodriguez, Kimberly Elliott, Lizbeth Arellano and Alejandra 
Carrasquillo-Rivera. The Terrific Kids program is sponsored by the 
Sun City Center Kiwanis Club. 

Manatee Sail and Power Squadron to meet
The Manatee Sail and Power Squadron holds General Membership meet-

ings at 7 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month at the Palmetto Elks Lodge, 
4611 E. 4th Ave., Palmetto (behind Peggy’s Corral).  

MSPS welcomes those interested in learning more about its education pro-
grams for new boaters and those who have been boating for years; its genu-
ine love of sharing fellowship in a wide range of interesting activities; and its 
commitment to a variety of community service organizations.  

For more information, email membership chair, Lt. Barbara Brown, at 
membership@manatee-squadron.org or visit www.manatee-squadron.org. 

Manatee Sail & Power Squadron Inc., a unit of the United States Power 
Squadrons Inc®, is a local, nonprofit organization dedicated to safe boat-
ing, education and service to the community.  It serves Manatee County 
and southern Hillsborough County (West Central Florida), including but not 
limited to the cities of Bradenton, Apollo Beach, Palmetto, Ruskin, Ellenton, 
Parrish and Lakewood Ranch.  

Kite Fest returns 
April 12

The annual Kite Fest, sponsored 
by the Apollo Beach Beautification 
organization, is set for 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday, April 12, at the 
Apollo Beach Nature Park.

There will be free kites for chil-
dren, free hotdogs, watermelon, 
cookies, chips and water. Donations 
accepted.

The rain date is Sunday, April 13.
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105 pERSONalS
Thank you St. Jude & St Anthony for 
prayers answered. AK

Mary & Martha House THRIFT STORE
OPEN:  Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

and Saturday 8 a.m. to noon

WE HAVE FURNITURE, TOO!

S.R. 674

U.
S.

 4
1

1s
t S

t. 
SW

Donation drop offs accepted 
TUESDAY thru FRIDAY ONLY
All donations must be
clean and in 
usable condition.

All proceeds benefit the Mary & Martha House a 501(c)3 non-profit organization providing
emergency shelter and transitional housing for homeless and abused women and their children.

Woodland Est.

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed Weekends

SOMETHING FOR
EVERY ROOM INSIDE 

AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere! Call for
Directions

260 FRUiTS/VEg.

Council’s Strawberry U-pick  
2910 Gulf City Road, Ruskin. Hrs. 
Tuesday -Saturday  8:30am-5pm, 

Sunday 10am-5 pm  

Closed Mondays 
 Bring your own containers.  More Info. 

813-649-9169

Oliver & Company, LLC

Full Service Pet Sitting

(813) 767-7225

Established 
in 2002

Now accepting new
KITTY CLIENTS

Professional Pet Sitting Service

813-634-8894

310 gaRagE/YaRd SalE
Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 Indiana 
St., Gibsonton (1 block off US 41, 1 
block north Gibsonton Dr.,) Wednesday 
through Saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, 
furniture, lots misc. Ministry First Baptist 
Gibsonton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Huge community wide multi family 
bi-annual garage sale. Bahia Lakes, 
Ruskin. (off US 41 & 11th Ave., NW) 
Saturday, 3/29, 8am-1pm.

310 gaRagE/ YaRd SalE
(2) Dining room tables & chairs, lamps, 
bookcases, small refrigerator, tools, 
garage rugs, kitchen  items. Saturday, 
March 29, 8am-2pm. 720 Fox Hill Dr., 
SCC.

1810 Breth Ct., SCC. March 27, 28. 
29, 8am-noon. Kitchen table w/ chairs, 
foot cycle, 3 wheeler, GF electric grill, 
household items. 1x clothes.

Friday & Saturday, 8am-2pm. 1702 Atri-
um Dr., SCC. (off W Del Webb) Tools, 
heaters, fans, computer equipment, 
clothes, household items, electronics & 
radio control equipment.

Multi family 2213 & 2214 W. Del Webb, 
SCC. 3/28 & 2/29, 7:30am-noon. 2208 
3/29 only. Furniture, clothing, golf clubs. 
Too much to list.

Saturday, March 29, 8am-1pm. 504 
Line Tree Ct. SCC. Quilting books, craft 
supplies, clothing, furniture. Something 
for everyone.

3 family garage sale. 1309 New Bed-
ford Dr., SCC. Friday, 3/28 & Saturday 
3/29. 8am-2pm. Kitchen items, jewelry, 
clothes & more.

Multi family 8am-1pm. March 28 & 29. 
2218, 2211, 2205 North Creek Court, 
SCC. Household, hunting items, adult/ 
children’s clothing, toys & misc. 

APOLLO  BEACH 
COIN

We buy & sell 
coins & gold

813-938-1104

St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Behind St. Anne Church and next to Kennco Mfg.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.svdpruskin.org

Please call (813) 645-5255

DONATIONS NEEDED

Did You Know?
• Carefully Selected Clothing
• Clean and Attractive Items!

• Excellent Selection of Books
• Best-sellers to Pre-read  
   Children’s books
• Help Your Child to Read Well!
• A Full Array of Attractive
   Furniture & Household Items
• Compare Our Quality and 
   Prices to Anyone!

310 gaRagE/YaRd SalE
Moving sale. Misc. items, furniture. 3305 
Arrowsmith Rd., Sundance (off Hwy 
301 to Lightfoot Rd) Saturday, March 
29, 9am-? 

2 family sale. 9am-3pm. Saturday & 
Sunday. Clothes, movies, PC games, 
M&M candy collection, books, puzzles, 
craft items. Much much more. 2314 & 
2319 Chaplin Dr., (follow signs)

Come a pickin! Friday & Saturday, 
9am-2pm. Collectibles, dishes, furniture, 
antiques, handicap equipment, even a 
kitchen sink. Too much to list. 408 Edwin 
Dr., Ruskin. 813-645-5850  (if raining, 
next weekend)

Thursday, Friday & Saturday, 9am-1-
pm. Trash to treasures. Soup to nuts. 
Coca Cola items, Liberty Falls buildings,  
antique oak dining room set, Waterford 
prism lamp, Grandfather clock. 1505 
Allegheny, SCC.

311 aUCTiONS

312 ESTaTE SalES

anne’s Estate Sales  
813-758-7952, Kim. Doing estate 
sales in Sun City Center for over 

17yrs. 

Estate Sale 
Above The Rest! 3 house sale. Din-
ning room table 6 chairs & matching 

china cabinet. King & (2) queen beds, 
dressers, night stands, sofa w/ love-
seat, wicker tables, breakfast table 

w/ 4 chairs on rollers, large computer 
desk, office chairs, (2) Dell laptop 

computer, HP printer/ scanner, office 
supplies. Patio set, Club Car golf cart, 
tools, work bench, tool cabinet, lad-

ders, men & women clothing, jewelry, 
purses, shoes, books, magazines, 

sewing items. Too much to list. 2217 
New Bedford Dr., SCC. Friday & Sat-
urday, 8am-1pm. Don’t miss this one!!

BEVERLY’s &  
SUN CITY ANTIQUES

ESTATE SALE
March 28th & 29th

7:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

1105 Cherry Hills  
North Pebble Beach Blvd. to Cherry 

Hills, turn by Community Association
DO NOT PARK ON SIDE OF STREET WITH CONES.

THANK YOU.
Matching loveseat & sofa bed, light 

wood coffee & end tables, 2 recliners, 
drop-leaf table, 6 needlepoint chairs 

(’30s), hard rock maple table, 6 chairs, 
small sleep sofa, white rattan couch, 

coffee & end tables & chair, sofa table, 
2 stools. Sanyo 2008 TV, small flat-

screen TV, queen poster bed, dresser & 
nightstand, dbl. poster bed, computer 
desk, twin beds, entry table, antique 
mission-style coat rack, microwave, 
Gold’s Gym Power Spin 230k, men’s 

clothes (M), women’s shoes (7½) and 
purses, walker, shower chair, lamps, 

pictures, kitchen, linens, luggage, 
Lenox, Hummels, many, many tools.

508-0307

312 ESTaTE SalES

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES
Cell: (813) 382-7536

Part 1 of a 2 Part Sale

Contents Include: 1996 Mercedes 
E 320, Large Collection of Brass, 
Antiques & Collectibles, Matching 
Broyhill Sofa & Loveseat, Coffee & 

End Tables, Glass-Top Dining Room 
Table w/Chairs, China Cabinet, Vintage 

Kroehler Full Bed Set, Hospital Bed, 
Paintings/Prints, Collection of Clocks, 

Glassware, Kitchenware,  
Jacuzzi Hot Tub, Books, Bookcases,  

And Much More! 
Please park on side of sale due to 

emergency vehicles.
 See You There!

1111 El Rancho Drive
Sun City Center

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
March 28th & 29th

7 a.m. - NOON

12TH ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE

 
 

 

(SR 674 and Cypress Village Boulevard area) 
Ventana and La Paloma Villages (located off 
Cypress Village Boulevard) AND Villa d’Este 
Village (located just east of Cypress Village 

Boulevard, off 19th Avenue). 
Look for directional signage on  

Cypress Village Boulevard and 19th Avenue.

with Bake Sale to benefit the 
Community Cupboard

NEED U.S. Currency (Small or Large)
Domestic & Foreign WANTED

Will be buying coins 
Tuesday - Friday: 10 am - 3 pm

Saturday by appt. only
918 North Pebble Beach Blvd.

 (813) 634-3816
(813) 503-4189

BUYING SILVER COINS, 
INGOTS, Misc. & 
Other Mint Bars

“Your local dealer for over 24 years”

Sun City Center COINS
Collectables

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 
Thrift Store

March 26, 28 & 29 
50% OFF 

all Swimwear

 Wed., Fri. & Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon

1480 E. College Ave. • Ruskin

813-641-7790

Plus — the Secret Sale

For a good buy shop in the 
classifieds
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(813) 645-3211
Serving South Hillsborough County

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

JUST LISTED! SUPER CLEAN 2BR/2BA doublewide mobile home with 
screened porch, utility room & carport.  Master bedroom has huge walk-in clos-
et. Master bath features dual vanity sinks and separate shower. Hurry, this one 
won’t last long! $59,000  CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
LOVINGLY MAINTAINED POOL HOME AND DEEDED CANAL ACCESS! 
2BR/2.5BA/Garage. Remodeled kitchen with tile floors, granite counter tops, 
stainless steel appliances and wood cabinets, hardwood floors in rest of home.  
Inside utility.  Newer screened pool, roof, windows and CHA. $159,000 CALL 
CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
IN-TOWN RUSKIN WATERFRONT ESTATE ON ALMOST AN ACRE! 136 feet 
on the Ruskin Inlet, with new dock, boathouse and lift. Spacious main house, 3 
large BR/3 BA, fireplace, library loft and porch overlooking expansive lawn, moss-
draped trees and the Ruskin Inlet. Large pool, detached 1 BR/1BA guest home/
studio. Circular driveway, double carport, large workshop. $450,000  Owner will 
consider long-term rental for $2,000 per month. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
GREAT PRICE ON COMMERCIAL ZONING!! Prized zoning ”M” 5021 Sq. Ft. 
office and storage in place. Easy access to major highways and port. Completely 
fenced. .81 acre on dead-end street. Cellphone tower brings income. Please call 
for tour. This one won’t last long. $374,900  KAY PYE  361-3672 or ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK 748-2201
PRIME LOCATION!  11-acre parcel that is surrounded by development of all 
kinds and located near Hawks Point Subdivision. Easy access to Highway 41 and 
I-75. 1985 mobile home on property is incidental to value. Beautiful property with 
lots of trees! $650,000  CALL KAY PYE 813-361-3672 OR ROXANNE WEST-
BROOK 813-748-2201
FISH TO YOUR HEARTS CONTENT on this 1.6 acre corner lot on Blue Heron 
Lake.Subdivision has 4 lakes of 123 acres each & each has its own boat ramp & 
gazebo furnished with picnic tables & grills. No time frame to build & choose your 
own builder. Canoe, hike or just sit & watch birds & wildlife play in every direction. 
274 ft. frontage. Live the good life for just $76,300  CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 OR 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
WELL-MAINTAINED 3BR/1.5BA mobile home in the age-restricted, gated com-
munity of Riverbreeze Estates. This home has much to offer with a bright and 
open floor plan and an extra-large kitchen with plenty of cabinets and counter 
space. Other features include:  gorgeous laminate flooring in the living area, two 
Florida rooms, newer A/C, newer roof over and more!  Amenities include:  a nice 
clubhouse, community pool, shuffleboard and a fenced area for parking RVs and 
boats. $39,900  CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
HIGHWAY FRONTAGE !! 7+ ACRES  on SR 674 and 6th St SE. Mixed zoning  
with one parcel RDC12  and the other ASC1. Currently being farmed. $200,000  
CALL LINDA BADGEROW 695-5515
DOLL HOUSE NEEDS LOVING TOUCH! 2BR/1BA concrete block with eat-in 
kitchen and attached utility room. Nice-size backyard with 2 storage sheds. ½ block 
from river in quiet neighborhood. $59,750  CALL MARGOT WARD 486-9480
PERFECTLY POISED on a corner lot, this condo is the picture of easy living. Beauti-
fully updated, upgraded and polished to perfection. Newer roof & appliances, large 
bright living room, open kitchen with new oak cabinets featuring “pull outs”, easy-
care laminate flooring, two master suites, located in the much sought after 55+ com-
munity of Sun City Center, where every amenity is within a golf cart drive from home. 
An affordable $113,000  CALL TO SEE TODAY! JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540.

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 813-645-3211

Celebrating 90 years!

Cell: 

382-7536

312 ESTaTE SalES

360 GOlf CaRTS
Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. Ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-484-9855 or 813-645-4515

MARINE

400 

TRANSPORTATION

450

REAL ESTATE

500

410 BOaTS
For sale. A nice boat trailer. Call 813-
863-0242 

425 SlipS OR STORaGE
South Bay RV & Boat Storage. Special-
izing in outside storage for RVs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.SouthBay-
Storage.com

455 aUTOmOBilES

Got a car  
You Wanna Sell? 

 The good, the bad, the ugly. Call now 

727-400-1910 

511 HOUSES fOR SalE
By owner. Just a stone throw from 
Tampa Bay. Beautiful view. Personal 
boat ramp.  2br/1ba. Large screened 
lanai, carport with utility room. $89,000. 
For infor. & or appointment call 941-
371-0730 

3br/2ba condo. Kings Point  appli-
ances included.  $162.500, final Finished 
Florida room/ screened entry/ lanai. 
Golf/ water view. 785-375-8932 or  813-
938-1362 

■ GREAT WINTER/RETIREMENT HOME: 
3/2 doublewide on corner lot in friendly 
resident-owned gated community. Carport, 
enclosed lanai, inside utility room. New flooring 
and paint. Clubhouse, heated pool, shuffleboard 
and more, for only $78 per month.  $49,500.  
■ REDUCED! RIGHT IN RUSKIN: 3BR 
DOUBLEWIDE ON ¾ ACRE! Beautiful 
treesy lot, very clean, new laminate floors 
and newer CHA, open floor plan, large living 
room and screened porch, wood deck and 
breezeway leads to carport. 2.5 lots, corner 
may be developed. Must see to appreciate!  
$115,000.  
■ WIMAUMA 14’-WIDE MOBILE HOME 
ON LARGE FENCED LOT! 2BR/1BA, Large 
Florida room, screened entrance porch, inside 
utility. Peaceful country atmosphere! $46,000.  

CLAIRE TORT
Cell: (813) 363-7250

Cathy Griggs
 

813-391-8653   cathygriggs@msn.com

 3/2 manufactured 
home with large screened lanai, den or 
potential 4th bedroom. Completely fenced
                                                      $59,900

2/2 home overlooking a 
serene pond on ½ acre mol.

$109,900
 – great value 3/2/2 

with covered boatlift – no bridges to the 
bay.                                       $279,900

511 HOUSES fOR SalE

DISTRESS 
SALE

Tampa Bay Area Bank Foreclosures. 
Receive a free list w/pics  
of foreclosure properties 

between $199,000 and $500,000.
Free recorded message

1-800-665-3797
ID# 1042 or

www.tampabayareaforeclosures.com
Keller Williams Realty 

RE/MAX South Shore Realty

Roberta Rowe, Realtor
Cell: 813-215-7127

KINGS POINT 
YORK (1BR/1BA) READY TO MOVE IN, all 
Thermal Windows, all-new flooring, extra insulation, 
enclosed lanai, large utility room..............$44,700
2BR/2BA with enclosed  lanai. Ready-to-move-in 
.................................................................$52,500

RENTALS  
Furn. & Unfurn. Condos available, 3 to choose from, 
from $700 to $900 per month. Long- or Short-term.  
1BR/1.5BA & 2BR/2BA. Also a 2BR w/ 2-car garage 
on Golf Course at $1,200 per month in Lancaster.
  

512 CONdOS fOR SalE

2br/2ba condo  
for sale in Kings Point. Excellent con-
dition. Possible short term lease back.  

$72,900 
Owner is Realtor. Brokers welcome. 

Call  813-634-4241 

541 BUS. OppORTUNiTiES
Attn:  Auto mechanics!! Auto service/ 
repair garage featuring 2 bays with lifts & 
an additional lift on the exterior for RVs. 
All inventories will be included with the 
price of the sale. This has been a run-
ning business for over 30 yrs & is still in 
operation today. Also includes a busi-
ness/ client office. Bonus is a 2br/2ba 
newly remodeled manufactured home, 
fully fenced. Call  813-918-8747. Sheila 
Burnett, Tropical Acres Realty.

560 m.  H. ON lOTS

A gated, resident-owned, waterfront, 
55+ mobile home community.

www.caribbeanisles.net • cisles1@verizon.net
John Lewis • office 813-641-7067 • cell 814-937-9978

WATERFRONT TURNKEY WITH 
FLOATING DOCK  — Dbl. Wide, over 1300 
Sq. Ft., 3BR/2BA, remodeled throughout. 
Home has drywall and includes all furniture 
and appliances. Leave from your dock 
to the Bay for $129,900, including the 
share. 

GREAT BUY — Over 1100 Sq. Ft. Sgl. wide 
including the large, finished Fl. Rm. This 
2BR/2BA home includes the appliances and 
sells with the share for $28,900. 

Vacant Shares from $17,000

    

565 m.H. iN paRkS
One bedroom mobile home in waterfront 
park with  dock. With view  of  river. No 
pets $5,000. Call for info.  813-645-
2446 

Waterfront park 
Beautifully maintained 1br w/ Florida 
room, CHA, W/D, new refrigerator, 
roof over, sun screen awnings, on 

pond in pet friendly community. 885sf, 
$14,500 obo.  727-580-0464 

Waterfront mobile home in active adult 
community in Ruskin. Newly renovated. 
For pictures & Information call  508-
923-6118 

611 HOUSES fOR RENT
Apol lo Beach golf  course home 
3br/2.5ba/2cg, split bedroom. 2.200+ 
st. $1,500 monthly, pets ok.  813-285-
7572 

55+ community  
SCC 1br/1ba or 2br/2ba  with: yard 
care,  water, sewer, trash collection, 

recreation card. No smoking, no pets. 
813-634-9695 

612 apTS fOR RENT
For rent: Efficiency apartments. Weekly 
rates, utilities furnished  813-601-1542 
or 813-850-7886

613 CONdOS fOR RENT
Apollo Beach condo, one floor. One 
bedroom, one bath. Refrigerator, range. 
Quiet.   813-645-4145 or 813-642-
0681

619 VillaS fOR RENT
SCC Kings Point, gated community 
1br/1.5ba, villa. Fully furnished, in-
cludes water, sewer, trash, basic cable, 
covered parking. No smoking or pets 
allowed. Only annual rental inquires. 
Available May 1st or possible sooner. 
$750 monthly plus $500 security deposit.  
727-235-8413 

630 m.H. RENTalS

for Rent: Clean 
Mobile homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

Trailer for rent, 1 bedroom.  Riverview 
area. Access to fishing  $210 weekly 
$200 deposit. Call Nancy 813- 677-
0141

Buy or rent 3 bedroom, 1 bath DW in 
55+ park. New floors, roof. 12x26 work 
shop $650 monthly.  813-260-2636 or 
813-230-0846

646 WaREHOUSE SpaCE
2 units available. 25’ x 55’ enclosed office 
building or storage. Electric available, 
security & roll up doors. $850 monthly 
& $700 monthly. 813-849-1469

Garage & mini storage, RV lots & mobile 
home lots for rent. Call  Pirates Treasure 
Cove, Gibsonton.  813-677-1137

651 BOOkkEEpiNG

QuickBooks® 
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do attitude: 
1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup & review  
financials, full bookkeeping services, 
tutoring, software & issues, classes. 

Hourly rates. Your local office or mine. 
Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

680 adUlT CaRE
Elderly caregiver or housekeeper, excel-
lent driving record. Any hour, Monday 
thru Friday. Years of experience w/ 
references.  813-645-2456.  Part-time/ 
full-time

Next door neighbor available, 24/7, to 
help in your needs. Fee negotiable. 
Reference  upon request. Call Ben  
813-808-2690 or email benighy@hot-
mail.com 

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD 
Call

Beverly
at

645-3111
ext. 201

 or email: Beverly@observernews.net
Up to 20 words: $17

 Additional words: 30¢ each

Bold lines: $3  each

Classifieds must be paid in advance 
DEADLINE: Monday 4 p.m.

for Thursday paper

Our Angels 
Offer

(813) 293-5369 or (813) 419-4967
www.AngelsofLifeServices.com

\

704 JUNk REmOVal
Hauling/ moving.  Anything you don’t 
need,  unwanted items or move to your 
new home. Appliances, furniture, trash 
yard debris, construction junk.  No job 
too small. Licensed/ Insured.  Free es-
timate. Dave 813-447-6123 

705 ClEaNiNG

ron’s cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

708 MoverS
Affordable Moving & Hauling Inc.. Full 
service moving to/ from anywhere in 
US.  Storage units, trucks & more. 

Licensed & insured.  No hourly rates- 
hidden fees. Free estimate.  Call Dave 

813-447-6123. 

 limited Time Offer! 
$25 off  local moves. $50 off  full ser-
vice moves. $100 out of state moves. 

Exp 12/14

Your best Advertising Buy!
The Observer News

OWN A NEW HOME
WITH NO MONEY DOWN

A community of affordable homes exclusively for first-time homebuyers!

(813) 672-7889
www.flhome.org

Offer open to first-time homebuyers under 
80% of median income. Call for details.

Applications

CRC 058278

FHP is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Cpf STaTEWidES

#1 Supplier! ViaGRa/ CiaLiS  
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only-

$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE!  #1 Male  
Enhancement. Discreet Shipping.  
Save $500 NOW!  888-800-1280  

CaSH fOR CaRS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

adOpTiON   
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN 

LIFE!  Many Kind, Loving, Educated 
& Financially Secure Couples Wait-

ing.  Living & Medical Expenses 
Paid.  Counseling & Transportation 
Provided.  Former Birth Moms on 
Staff!  FLORIDA ADOPTION LAW 
GROUP, P.A.   Jodi Sue Rutstein, 
M.S.W., J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, 

R.N., J.D.  1-800-852-0041  Confi-
dential 24/7 (#133050&249025)    

adOpTiON   
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses 
paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  

28 years experience.  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

; FL Bar # 307084

SURROGaTE MOTHER NEEdEd 
Please help us have our baby!  

Generous Compensation Paid.  Call 
Attorney Charlotte Danciu   1-800-
395-5449   www.adoption-surroga-

cy.com ; FL Bar # 307084

Cpf STaTEWidES

EMPLOYMENT

800

diabetic Test Strips 
 WANTED!!!  TOP PRICES PAID!  

Faster-$-$-$-Cash  For Local Pickup 
Call 813-528-1480  For Free Ship-
ping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-0725  

tonyteststrips.com

pREGNaNT???1-888-ADOPTION 
(236-7846)  Choose a loving family 

for your baby.  Living & medical 
expenses paid.  americanadoptions.

com  Lic. #100024191  American 
Adoptions of Florida  

i BUY RV’S 
 If You Would Like A Wholesale 

Cash Offer On Your 1998 Or Newer 
Motorhome Call 239-595-5969. 

Nation’s largest Insurance Agency 
is opening an office in Sun City Center

We are in need of three quality representatives to join our team in Sun City Center. 
As an agent, you will be able to assist senior citizens with their health, life and 

financial insurance needs. Ameri Life Representatives are also qualified to enroll 
individuals and families in the new ACA-compliant Healthcare Insurance Plans.

Advanced commissions, leads are provided. Extensive training is available.
Make $50,000 the first year.

Please call Ameri Life of Sun City Center
at (888) 663-4698 for an immediate interview.

Ask for Mr. McCrary

708 MOVERS

Tony Hill Moving & Storage. 
In business 40yrs. Move 1 piece to 
whole household plus haul away 

anything in your way. Packing services 
available. (Fully Insured). Best rates. 

Call 813-629-0108, 813-260-9840  US. 
DOT #43446

Harrison’s Moving Service. 
No job too big or small. Clean, honest 

& dependable. Licensed & insured. 
Call  813-633-5544.  IM1340. I will 

beat any written estimate!

710 LaWN CaRE

Bill’s Lawn Service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

M & C  
 lawn mower repairs. Briggs & Stratton 
dealers, golf cart & bike repairs. Part & 
service 725 14th St. Wimauma. 813-

938-3226/ 813-690-4370

714 TREE REMOVaL

Stump Grinding/  
Light Tree Trimming 

Shrubs trimmed & removed  Ruskin, 
Apollo Beach, Riverview, Gibsonton, 

SCC area.  Free estimate & fully 
Insured.   Call Tony Horman.  603-

662-6079  

715 fiLL diRT/HaULiNG

pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

Myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

716 CONCRETE

Cement floors  
driveways, side walks, patios, concrete 
foundations, decorative concrete drive-
ways , etc. 25  yrs experience. CUC-

122409. Free estimate.  813-417-0981 

720 HOME MaiNTENaNCE

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. Insured. 
Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City Center 

& Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 

720 HOME MaiNTENaNCE

dave The Handyman 
30+ yrs experience. Small jobs my 

speciality. Ruskin, Apollo Beach, SCC 
area.  607-725-3967, local

Home Care Service 
Home repairs, interior /exterior paint-
ing. Drywall repair, carpentry & door 

replacement, pressure cleaning, land-
scape cubing repair & painted.  Ron 

813-293-1260  

740 MiSC. SERViCES

Hate that Wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something tex-

tured & painted.  Big or small, I can do 
it.  Debby. 813-434-6499

Seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

820 CLERiCaL

part-Time position 
available for person with financial & 
computer skill & experience. Submit 

resume & requirement for interview to: 
Suzanne Harget, Attn Personnel Com-
mittee, 1239 Del Webb  Blvd., West, 

SCC. 33573 

870 GENERaL
Room setup coordinator. Hands on 
position, setting up banquets, meetings 
& events. Must have prior experience 
& knowledge in room sets. Candidate 
must also have some maintenance 
experience. Full-time position in Sun 
City Center. Salary starts at $11 per 
hour. Please submit your resume to of-
ficemanager593@yahoo.com

Screen room installers needed for full 
time employment with Ruskin based 

business.  

Experience is a Must 
Dependable, good work ethic, some 

tools and a FL drivers license are 
required. Good communication skills 
a plus. References needed. Call 813-

649-1599 to apply.

Teller  
Full-time  Retail hours, completive 

wages,  bonus incentives. Vacation 
package. Must have excellent custom-
er service skills. Type 30 or 40 wpm. 
Reliable transportation, no criminal, 

drug free. Apply in person Cash Kwik, 
2107 E. College Ave, Ruskin  813-

645-4900 or apply at  7441 US 301, 
Riverview  813-671-6599

DRIVERS
Regional runs available. 
Choose the total package:

Automatic Detention Pay & 
More!!

CDL-A, 6 mos. exp. req’d.
EEOE/AAP

866-326-2679
www.drive4marten.com

870 GENERaL

COMMUNiTY papERS  
Of fLORida  
STaTEWidES

DirectTV - 2 Year Savings Event! Over 
140 channels only $29.99 a month.  
Only DirecTV gives you 2 YEARS of 
savings and a FREE Genie upgrade! 
Call 1-800-376-0868   

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) & High Speed In-
ternet starting at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About SAME 
DAY Installation! CALL Now! 1-800-
438-8168    

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra?  There’s an 
Herbal Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective.  
VigorCare For Men the perfect alterna-
tive to other products, with similar re-
sults.  60 Pills /99.00  plus S &H  1-888-
886-1041,  herbalremedieslive.com

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 800-902-7815   

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

A CARING loving married couple seeks 
to adopt.  Stay-at-home mom & devoted 
dad.  Financial security.  Expenses paid.  
Let’s help each other!  Paula & Joe.  
1-855-978-8383.  FLBarNo. 0150789.

ARE YOU PREGNANT?  A childless 
young married couple (in our 30’s) 
seeks to adopt. Hands-on mom/devoted 
dad. Financial security. Expenses paid.  
JohnandMariaAdopt.com  Call Maria & 
John 1-888-988-5028  (Rep. by Adam 
Sklar, Esq. FLBar# 0150789)  

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Children, 
Debts, Name Change, Etc….Only One 
Signature Required!  *Excludes govt. 
fees!  Local & In-State Phone number: 
1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor & 
Associates 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TRAIN-
EES NEEDED! Become a Certified 
Microsoft Office Professional!  NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! SC Train 
can get you you job ready ASAP! HS 
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed! 
1-888-212-5888   

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here.  Be-
come an Aviation Maintenance Tech. 
FAA approved training. Financial aid if 
qualified ñ Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance  866-314-6283.

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  Financial aid 
if qualified.  Job placement assistance.  
Call National Aviation Academy!  FAA 
Approved.  Classes Starting Soon!  
1-800-659-2080   NAA.edu  

Go To Work & Get A Kiss!  The Career 
that loves you back.  Have you consid-
ered Pet grooming?  Certified Vendor 
for Vocational Rehabilitation  1-866-
517-9546  www.academyofanimalarts.
com ; 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA From Home  
6-8 Weeks Accredited  Get A Diploma!  
Get A Job!  No Computer Needed!!  Free 
Brochure  1-800-264-8330  www.diplo-
mafromhome.com ; Benjamin Franklin 
High School.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED!  Become a Medical Office Assistant 
ASAP!  No Experience Needed!  Online 
training gets you job ready!  1-888-
374-7294  

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need fast 
$500-$500,000?  Rates as low as 1⁄2% 
month.  Call Now! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS? 
Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. 
A BBB. Call 1-800-990-3193

Reduce Your Past Tax Bill by as much 
as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens and 
Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR 
Now to see if you Qualify 1-800-507-
9492  

ABORTION NOT AN OPTION?  CON-
SIDER ADOPTION - It’s A Wonderful 
Choice!  Choose your family.  Living, 
Medical, Counseling Expenses Paid.  
Call Florida Attorney Ellen Kaplan  
(FBN0875228)  1-877-341-1309

KILL ROACHES! Buy Harris Roach Tab-
lets.  Eliminate Roaches-Guaranteed.  
No Mess, Odorless, Long Lasting 
Available: Ace Hardware, Farm & Feed 
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.
com  

Make Money Passing Out Free Prescrip-
tion Discount Cards.  Easy Work.  Great 
Pay. Start Today! Call 251-518-8043

TIMESHARE OPC POSITIONS - Hilton 
Head Island. East coast’s #1 island 
destination! Housing to experienced 
OPC’s! Over 25,000 produced in past 3 
years! Call JIM 843-247-1941 or DON 
843-683-9595

GEORGIA INVESTMENT PROPER-
TIES - Limited Inventory! Central Geor-
gia renovated homes, low taxes/insur-
ance, cash flowing w/manager available. 
Great for investors! Prices in mid $30’s. 
CALL OWNER 706-833-3827

NORTH CAROLINA - AHHHHHH… 
COOL MTN BREEZES. Murphy NC 
Homes & Land For Sale. New Home & 
Land Packages starting $69,900.  828-
837-2288 Exit Realty Mountain View 
Properties www.KathyVetton.com  ; (

NORTH CAROLINA NEAR BOONE Sur-
rounded by 3 ski resorts! 1.3acre tract. 
Big mountain views elevations at 3000ft., 
underground utilities & paved roads only 
$7900. Call 877-717-5273 ext92  

10 ACRES FREE!  Buy 30-Get 40 
Acres.  $0-Down $188/mo.  Money 
Back Guarantee, No Credit Checks  
Beautiful Views.  Near El Paso, Texas.  
1-866-882-5263  Ext. 81  www.Sunse-
tRanches.NET ; 

$2,000 Moves You In!  No credit neces-
sary - Owner financing his many Florida 
homes. If you are handy, call 352-414-
1862 or visit:  investmentpropertieson-
demand.com

CASH FOR CARS  All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You! Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638  

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion 
para ordenar medicamentos seguros 
y economicos.  Nuestros servicios de 
farmacia con licencia Canadiense e 
Internacional te proveeran con ahorros 
de hasta el 75 en todas las medicinas 
que necesites.  Llama ahora al 1-800-
261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento 
con tu primer orden ademas de envio 
gratuito.  

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order phar-
macy will provide you with savings of 
up to  90 percent on all your medication 
needs. Call today 1-800-749-6515,  for  
$10.00 off your first prescription and 
free shipping. 

Drivers: Now hiring OTR CDL-A driv-
ers. New pay package & $1500 sign 
on bonus. Mostly 5-10 days out. Full 
benefits & achievable bonuses. Call 
today for details  1-888-271-4318 or 
apply  www.heyl.net

Drivers $5,000 sign on bonus! Great 
pay. Consistent freight. Great miles on 
this regional account. Werner Enter-
prises: 1-855-517-2507

Unemployed?  
55+ Need to find a job. Above average 
income. Call F.I.F.S.  1-800-695-7880 

ext. 201 Part-time/ full-time. 

UF - GCREC
University of Florida

Agricultural experience wanted
Greenhouse / field work
40 hrs/week • Wimauma 

Temporary: 1 to 1½ years
$9.50/hr to start  

813-633-5843
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breakfast, score card, T-shirt and 
the first card of their poker hands.

Additional passengers can pay 
$5 and get a meal, with extra 
poker hands going for $10. T-shirts 
cost $15. 

The fun starts at 11:30 a.m., 
when drivers head to local busi-
nesses to pick up their cards, 
stopping first at Peggy’s Corral, 
4511 U.S. 41, Palmetto, then to 
Woody’s River Roo, 5717 18th St., 
Ellenton, and then to Uncle Mike’s 
Smokehouse, 106 State Road 60 
E., Plant City.

The winning hands will be deter-
mined at the final stop, The Alley 
at SouthShore, 10221 Big Bend 
Road, Riverview, where drivers 
will enjoy a free meal, drinks and 
desserts.

“The Alley is always looking to 
give back to the community, and 
we thought this would be another 
way for us to give back,” said 
Melissa Hartmann, events sales 
manager at The Alley, which is do-
nating food for up to 100 people as 
well as  their location for the event.

The winning hand will take 
home four tickets to SeaWorld;  
two tickets to Busch Gardens go to 
the second-place hand. There will 
also be other prizes, a 50/50 draw-
ing and a raffle.

“We are trying to do something 
a little bit new,” said Joann With, 
C.A.R.E.’s outreach coordinator 
and a former president. “We seem 
to see the same people coming 
back, so we are hoping maybe 
this event will appeal to a broader 
audience, get us some new friends, 
adoptions and maybe volunteers.”

C.A.R.E. receives no tax dollars, 
and is funded by memberships, 
grants, donations and adoption fees. 
“So, we rely on the public to fund 
our operating costs,” With said. 
“We have only one paid employee, 
so all the money goes to animals.”  

A vendor booth at the final stop 
is $50. Sponsorships, $100, are 
also available for the event. Call 
813-846-1316.

To register online for the Poker 
Run, visit www.careshelter.org or 
call 813-645-2273. 

Housing between 15 to 20 dogs 
and 35 to 45 cats, the shelter’s 
dogs live outside during the day in 
kennels or in three large exercise 
yards. Adoptable cats live in one 
of three large open bay rooms in 
the shelter’s cat facility. The cats 
are separated by age, roaming 
freely in their rooms.

 Adoptions run up to $120, 
although most are cheaper. All 
animals are spayed and neutered, 
are up to date with shots, checked 
by a veterinarian and tested for 
diseases. 

Founded in 2000 by veterinarian 
Hal Ott and a small group of local 
citizens concerned about the high 
number of healthy animals being 
euthanized each year in Hillsbor-
ough County, C.A.R.E.  took on 
the mission of rescuing, reha-
bilitating and adopting stray and 
owner-relinquished animals.

Over the years C.A.R.E. has 
added an intensive-care unit for 
newly arrived cats, a large-cat 
facility and a small-breed dog ad-
dition to allow the smaller dogs to 
be separated. 

The C.A.R.E. website, www.
careshelter.org, features photos of 
all the animals available for adop-
tion and is updated weekly.

The shelter is currently open to 
the public Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 
813-645-2273 for more informa-
tion or directions.

Poker Run 
benefits C.A.R.E. 

Continued from page 1 f

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

Don
645-8985

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

Call Don or John

Over 50 Years Experience

®

ER0012636

 Family Owned and Operated

263-6503

D. KAY CARR, P.A.
Attorney at Law

• Family • Criminal • Probate
• Wills and Estate Planning

• Civil Litigation • Real Estate

214 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

(813) 645-7557

ATTORNEYA

AC REPAIR/SALES

COMPUTER REPAIRC

CLEANINGC

ELECTRICIANE

Need help with your 
computer, or setting up 

your electronics?

MAC & PC
Friendly, Professional, Microsoft Certified, A+

$35 per hr.
Setting up, Upgrades, Virus Removal, Spyware, 

Pop-Ups, Security, Email & Printer Problems

Call Ryan 813-262-2559

BAIL BONDSB

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Call for FREE Estimate
(813) 671-7870

Robert Gerstenschlager

WE FIX IT ALL!

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!The Floor Source

 

FLOORING

HANDYMAN*

813-642-6182

HOME IMPROVEMENTH

HOME INSPECTIONSH

Business & Trade Directory
LANDSCAPING

LOCKSMITH

PLUMBINGP

PAINTINGP
SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

David Squire
®

The Name You Know. The Service You Trust.

CFC#019149 CFC#1428556

(813) 641-9174
www.shjplumbing.com

AY SERVICES CORP.
LOCKSMITH

Owner: Johnny Cook / Stan-Tech

Locked out of your car or home?
We’ll promptly get you in!

813 633-5100

*No project over $1000. No 
electrical, gas, or  plumbing, 

and nothing structural.

HANDYMAN BILL

585-329-3340

Deadline Reminder
News Releases .................Thursdays at 4 p.m.
Display ads ....................... Fridays at 11 a.m.
Classified ads ...................... Fridays at 4 p.m.

Questions? Call: 813-645-3111
or visit www.ObserverNews.net

FLOORING

BO SIDDLE

WOOD 
FLOORING

■ Sanding & Refinishing
■ Sales
■ Installing Laminate,  
    Vinyl & Hardwood

FREE ESTIMATES
bosiddle1@gmail.com

941-592-0802

LLC

COMMERCIAL SHEETFED AND WEB PRINTERS

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
RUSKIN

645-4048

From Design to Finish
PRINTING

SOUTHSHORE 
INSPECTIONS, INC.

JEFF OLSON

(813) 300-3089
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Master Certified
Technicians

Lic# MVS51635

AT HOME AUTO CARE

®

Family Owned & Operated

               Approved Auto Repair Center
               We participate in AAA Dollars Program

(813) 645-0339

 

Owners: Lee & Julie Davis

via MasterCard® Reward 
Card after submission when 
you buy any set of four new 
BF Goodrich® brand 
passenger or light truck tires.* Offer valid March 3-30, 2014.
* Reward Card eligibility is limited to tire purchases from participating dealers only. See 
redemption form for complete offer details. Offer expires 03/30/14. Void where prohibited. The 
Reward Card cannot be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be 
used at an ATM. Reward Card expires 6 months after issuance. For 
complete terms, conditions and fees, see the Cardholder Agreement 
in your card package. Reward Cards are issued by U.S. Bank, 
pursuant to a license from MasterCard International Incorporated. 
MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International 
Incorporated. Copyright ©2014 MNA, Inc. All rights reserved.

TURN UP 
THE  - AND THE 

SAVINGS
TA K E  C O N T R O L

$2795
OIL CHANGE

*Up to 5 qts. 
5W20 or 5W30 
Motorcraft Oil, Filter, and 27-point 
inspection. Most cars 

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

ing. She is tackling it head on, 
person by person. She knows it 
happens, she even understands it to 
a degree, but she wants it to stop. 
She knows that educating those 
inclined to shoot a bullet into the 
air is the key to stopping it. She 
believes that people are inherently 
good and, once they understand 
the danger, they will stop. There 
are no statistics that can show that 
she has changed a mind or saved 
a life because a bullet that wasn’t 
fired, a bullet that didn’t injure 
or kill someone, does not provide 
statistics. 

“Two years on…because of our 
experience, we know that it can 
affect anyone, anywhere,” Duran 
said. “People can be shooting miles 
away and still impact innocent 
people. It is a legitimate concern 
for everyone out there. We just 
want people to be safe.”

Bullet Free Sky is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization. No one in-
volved gets paid, and every dollar 
goes either toward education or for 
materials to earn more money to 
fund education. Every single dollar 
matters and is put to work.

Although as a fledgling nonprofit 
organization operating funds are an 
ongoing concern, Duran’s overly-
ing interest is in creating awareness 
and in saving lives.

“Celebratory gunfire is far more 
common than we all think,” she 
said. “The biggest help that anyone 
can give us is to visit our website 
at www.bulletfreesky.org and read 
the stories that are posted. We 
also have a section called ‘Get 
Involved,’ which allows people to 
print posters and fliers in both Eng-
lish and Spanish to help us spread 
awareness.”

The posters are available for 
download and provided at no 
charge. 

“We would like to invite other 
gun ranges, shops and the public to 
join Bullet Free Sky in our effort 
to promote gun safety and respon-
sible ownership,” she said. “All 
they have to do is print awareness 
fliers from our website and make 
them visible to educate people and 
prevent celebratory gunfire. They 
should also let us know via Face-
book or email so that we can give 
them credit.”

Only after that did she mention 
the shirts, magnets and other small 
items that provide needed revenue 

for the organization. On any single 
item, Bullet Free Sky makes only a 
few dollars, but again, every dollar 
matters. Other revenue comes from 
donations, either through the web-
site or during events, both locally 
in South Hillsborough and in Ybor 
City and Tampa.

On Saturday, March 29, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Duran and Bullet 
Free Sky will have a booth at the 
Family Salsa Fest in Wimauma at 
14920 Balm Wimauma Road. And 
then in May, the organization will 
have a booth at the South Shore 
Chamber’s annual Pigs in the Park-
ing Lot on the 16th from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at the MiraBay Winn-Dixie 
(formerly Sweetbay) Plaza on U.S. 
41 in Apollo Beach.

Invariably, during events Duran 
meets someone who has used guns 
to celebrate in the past. She has 
long since passed the anger stage, 
if she indeed ever had it.

“It feels great to meet people 
who have practiced celebratory 
gunfire because that means we can 
make a difference,” she said. “Now 
they know how dangerous it truly 
is to their neighbors and even their 
own families.”

In addition to education, Duran 
is also hoping that laws can be 
changed to reflect the true potential 
impact of celebratory gunfire. Re-
cently she met with Hillsborough 
County Commissioner Sandra 
Murman to discuss possibilities for 
change. She doesn’t want to restrict 
guns or ammunition in any way, 
she doesn’t want to put people in 
jail. She just wants the act of it to 
be taken seriously.

 “It’s a second-degree misde-
meanor, and I don’t think that 
people take it seriously,” she said. 
“We are hoping to change that. It’s 
not about sending anyone to jail, 
it’s about preventing this from hap-
pening in the first place.”

Murman made time to hear Du-
ran’s concerns, but the issue is one 
of legislative policy rather than one 
easily addressed by local laws.

“Safety for our children and 
families is important in the com-
munity, and Sandy is trying to 
bring this issue to the forefront,” 
Murman said.

According to Duran, when holi-
days roll around, her now-14-year-
old son worries — not for himself 
but for others. He has largely 
recovered from his critical injury, 
but he knows far more about life’s 
dangers than any young man his 
age should know.

“His memory is always getting 
better,” his mother said. “I don’t 
think he is 100 percent yet, but 
with teenagers it can be hard to 
tell. Yes, he worries. He is not 
afraid, but he worries for us and for 
others.”

Like his mother, like Shooter’s 
World and the HCSO, like those 
who leave a five or a 20 dollar bill 
at their booth or buy a T-shirt from 
the website, he worries and then 
he does something about it — he 
is trying to stop needless tragedies 
and make this world a little more 
safe. Diego knows the dangers all 
too well.

Mitch Traphagen is a member 
of the Bullet Free Sky board of 
directors.

With Diego Duran looking on, Lawrence McKinnon of the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff’s Office speaks to the media about the dangers 
of celebratory gunfire. 

South County nonprofit works to save lives

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

Continued from page 12 f
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