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Brenda Knowles, editor/publisher, 
forged the good path

Northside Baptist 
Church presented 
a live nativity scene 
for the community. 
See more of Mitch 
Traphagen’s photos 
of this event on 
page 5.

Santa made 
a special 
appearance in 
South County 
this week. It 
won’t be long 
now!! See more 
on page 14. 

The King is born!

Observer News publisher and editor Brenda Knowles out in the 
community she has long served. Pictured above, she greets Linda 
Halperin of the Pelican Players during a recent reception in Sun City 
Center.
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By  ■ MITCH TRAPHAGEN
mitch@observernews.net

On September 11, 2001, 
publisher and editor Brenda 
Knowles called in a “stop 

the presses.” The Observer News, 
already on the way to print, 
would be changed at the last 
minute to reflect the breaking 
news of a national tragedy. The 
next day, the newspapers landed 
on driveways across South 
Hillsborough County, and were 
among very few weekly papers 
to provide up-to-date coverage of 
the terrorist attacks. The Observer 
News would go on to win a 
national award for that coverage.

Millions of lives changed 
that day. Brenda Knowles’ life 
was certainly among them. One 
daughter lived in Washington, 
DC, her son was in the U.S. 
Navy, and she had every reason 
to be worried about both her 
nation and her family. But 
on that day, despite her own 
concerns, she changed the course 
of a community newspaper, 
she began a process that helped 
communities heal and prosper 
through her relentless focus 
on sharing good news — and 
she built a business that has, 
even to this day, only increased 
in success, even while other 
newspapers have struggled and 
faltered. 

Through her commitment to 
the communities she served, 
she helped to showcase and 
accentuate the positives of the 
communities, while helping 
businesses reach a growing 
number of residents and visitors. 
The success of the newspapers 
has been a direct reflection of the 
attitude and outlook of the person 
who was in charge.

Brenda Knowles, the longtime 
publisher and editor of the 
Observer News Publications, has 
announced plans to retire. The 
mark she has left, however, is 
indelible and her vision for the 
future remains on course.

Her imagination is boundless 
and she has used that unparal-
leled quality to serve both read-

Continued on page 9 XContinued on page 20 X

VFW provides immediate help
for children in crisis

By  ■ MITCH TRAPHAGEN
mitch@observernews.net

The Ruskin VFW Post 6287 donated 50 plush 
monkeys to the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Of-
fice last week. The soft, huggable toys will be used 
by deputies to provide comfort to children in crisis 
situations. 

“When a child is involved in a traumatic incident 
such as domestic violence, an auto accident or a 
medical disaster, Sheriff’s Office personnel keep 
these in their vehicles ready to give to a child to 
help combat fear and to provide comfort during 
a stressful time,” said Ron Smith of the Ruskin 
VFW.

“Particularly with domestic violence, a lot of 
times it is a young child’s first encounter with law 
enforcement and we don’t want to leave them with 
that kind of memory of the uniform,” said HCSO 
Corporal Jason Roberts. “When we can take this, 
a stuffed monkey, and sit down and have a mo-
ment with the child one-on-one, I think it makes a 
big difference and we are very appreciative of you 
stepping out to help us out with that.”

And the donation by the veterans made an im-
mediate impact.

“We are going to get these into the patrol cars 
tonight,” Roberts said.

For information about the VFW, visit 
www.vfwpost6287.com.

Ron Smith of 
the Ruskin 
VFW shakes 
hands with 
HCSO Deputy 
Don Hess 
and Corporal 
Jason Roberts 
during the 
donation of 
toys used 
to comfort 
children 
in crisis 
situations.

Corporal Roberts and Deputy Hess pack away some of the 
50 stuffed monkeys donated by the VFW.
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Apollo Beach to host largest 
fireworks show in Florida

this New Year’s Eve
By  ■ PENNY FLETCHER
penny@observernews.net

South County residents won’t 
have to travel to see the biggest 
fireworks show in Florida this 
New Year’s Eve.

It didn’t start out to be 
the biggest, or the best. Vic 
Granowicz just wanted to do 
something special to usher in the 
new year.

Then sponsors heard about his 
plan and started signing on and 
that put it over the top.

Now Granowicz is expecting 
to host the largest show in the 
state, according to Pytrotechnico 
fireworks company, which also 
hosts the fireworks for events 
held by the Yankees, the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, and many other 
significant happenings on a 
national scale.

Fort Myers will be having a 
$25,000 show. But thanks to South County sponsors, the Apollo Beach 
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show has accumulated $27,500 
worth of fireworks and promises 
to be the biggest show in the state. 
And they will host a celebratory 
party, to boot.  

Granowicz didn’t start out to run 
shows or book entertainment.

He moved to the area from 
Iowa in 1988 and attended the 
University of Florida and later 
became certified as an architect.

“My first [building] project 
was Lands End Marina,” he said, 
sitting behind his desk in the main 
office there Dec. 12. After that, 
he designed Circles restaurant 
next door. Granowicz co-owns the 
marina with his sister Christie, but 
ever since she stopped working 
to have a baby, he runs pretty 
much everything. He is also in 
partnership at Circles, where his 
partners are executive chef Chris 
Bodensky and general manager 
Michael Takacs. 

Every New Year’s Eve, 
Granowicz holds something 
special for his guests at the 
waterfront restaurant. But this 
year’s event took on a life of its 
own.

He decided to put $5,000 into a 
fireworks display, but he had no 
idea what that would buy. So he 
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Order by DEC 20th
andwe’ll shipship your gift beforeChristmas**

IT’
S

NO
T

TO
O
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Dooley
Groves

Country Farm Market in the Grove

DG

COME TO THE GROVE! Open Christmas Eve til 1PM

DIRECTIONS FROM SUN CITY CENTER / RIVERVIEWAREA: Travel WEST on S.R. 674 about 5 miles (past I-75) to U.S. 41.
Turn SOUTH (left) on U.S. 41. Travel for about 3 miles to Universal-Stephens Rd. (First road past Circle K/Shell Station on left)

Turn LEFT and drive about 1/4 mile to Stephens Road. Turn RIGHT onto Stephens Road. Travel 2 miles. Dooley Groves is on the left.

The Original Grove Store Location
1651 Stephens Road,
Old Sun City, Florida

(some folks call it Ruskin) Open Mon-Sat
9am-5pm

Open Sunday 10am-5pm

Our 46th Citrus Season in Southern Hillsborough County

RubyRed
seedless

Grapefruit

Marmalades
LOCAL Honey
Candy &Cookies
Dressings, Salsas
and much more!
We now carry some
products that are-
-Without HFCS
-Organic
-Gluten-free

WEWILL SHIP
YOUR

CHRISTMAS GIFT
THROUGH DEC 20TH.
AGift Card will be sent
to those Gift Recipients
of late-Christmas order
(ordered Dec 18th thru

Dec 20th)
to let them know that
the Holiday fruit gift

from you
will be arriving soon.
Please note that
packages ordered
are NOT guaranteed
to be delivered
by Dec 25th,

though almost all
arrive fresh and good
by Christmas day or
between Christmas and
New Year’s Day.

Send Wintertime Sunshine to
your Freezin’ Friends!

Delicious golden Navel Oranges and
seedless Red Grapefruit

1-tray Navels and Red Grapefruit Gift

Gift# 191NR only $39.99*

Need MORE fruit?
Add a tray of fruit to this gift for only $10 more!

Order Gift #192NR $49.99*
*Plus shipping

** Order HONEYBELLS Now
for Early-January Shipment

While they’re still hanging on the tree,
we’re taking orders for January shipments.

These are the BEST tasting fruit
you’ll ever eat! Don’t miss out. Order today.

Merry Christmas to All!
Open Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve til 1PM

CLOSED Christmas and New Year’s Day

NOW IN SEASON
at the Grove Store

Packed in Mesh Bags for
Home or Travel

Christmas
Tangerines

golden
seedless
Navel
Oranges

Dooley Groves Freshly-squeezed

Country-Style
Orange Juice
Grapefruit Juice
100% Natural
NO Preservatives

Our containers are a FULL 64 oz

Honeybells should be in our store in a
couple of weeks. Call us if you’d like to be put
on the HONEYBELL LIST to be called when

they’re ready. 813-645-3256

Merry
Christmas
to All!

Thank You for all your continued
suppor t throughout this season.

We’re so grateful for all our
wonderful customers and employees.

Merry Christmas and
God Bless You.!

The Folks at Dooley Groves

Little Squeeze Copyright2013
Fl Dept of Citrus

www.dooleygroves.com

813-645-3256813-645-3256
Fax 813-645-1827

OBSERVER12192013:Layout 1 12/15/2013 5:18 PM Page 1
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NEARLY NEW SHOP
(Located Sun City Center Plaza)

The Nearly New Shop will be CLOSED from Dec. 23-Jan. 3
Donations will be accepted during this period.

Please call 813-642-9099 for information.
Sales will resume January 8, 2014

The Interfaith Council of Sun City Center wishes to thank  
our generous donors, loyal customers, dedicated volunteers 

and Bonnie W. for a very successful 2013.

HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS

South Shore
Catholic Churches

 Our Lady Prince of Peace St. Anne
 of Guadalupe Catholic Church Catholic Church
 16650 U.S. 301 S. 702 Valley Forge Blvd. 106 11th Ave., NE
 Wimauma Sun City Center Ruskin
 (813) 633-2384 (813) 634-2328 (813) 645-1714

4 p.m. English Mass
7 p.m. Spanish Mass

with Children’s 
Christmas Play

4 p.m. Church and Conesa 
Center

11:30 p.m. Choral Singing
followed by

Midnight Mass

8 a.m. Mass followed by 
Reconciliation

3:30 p.m. Choral Singing
4 p.m. Vigil Mass

6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir
7 p.m. Family Vigil Mass

9 p.m. Vigil Spanish Mass
11:30 p.m. Choral Singing
followed by Midnight Mass

Bilingual Mass
10:30 a.m.

Mass
8 a.m.
10 a.m.

and noon

Mass
8 a.m.,10 a.m.

and noon
(All Masses in English)

CHRISTMAS DAY

CHRISTMAS EVE

RIO

CYPRUS

www.recpoolsspasandmore.com
recpoolsspasandmore

*SEE STORE FOR DETAILS
**Karmado Jr Grill

***WITH APPROVED CREDIT

FANTASY

CYCYPRUS

HOLIDAY SAVINGS
SALE!!

BONUS!!!
CHOOSE A SPA

THAT IS IN
STOCK AND

RECEIVE
UP TO A
$1,000
BONUS

PACKAGE*

$1999

Grey, Granite or Sandstone

$2899

Brownstone or Sandstone

$2799

Grey, Granite or Sandstone

$2495

Free Cover with 
Purchase

E-Z FINANCING
90 DAYS SAME

AS CASH**

GRAND OPENING

JACK DANIELS GRILL
Made in the USA

Grills start as low as 
$999**

SAVE HUNDREDS
ON THE NATION’S TOP SPA MANUFACTURERS!

BULLFROG | SUNRISE | NORDIC | DREAM MAKER
and STRONG. ALL UNDER ONE ROOF!!

Hundreds turn out to give pets a home for holidays
By  ■ Kevin Brady
kevin@riverviewcurrent.com

Filling the parking lot an hour 
before the doors opened, pet 
lovers from all over the Bay area 

flocked to Hillsborough County 
Animal Services in Brandon on 
Dec. 14, all hoping to give a home 
to abandoned cats and dogs.

Marge Werth drove from Tampa 

for “Be the Way Home Before the 
Holidays” to pick up a kitten for 
her granddaughter. 

“Adopting at Animal Services 
means you are saving the life of 

an animal that might otherwise be 
euthanized,” said Werth, who has 
two rescue dogs of her own.

Sean Bostic was one of those 
who turned out early hoping to 
adopt a dog.

“A lot of these dogs were 
neglected or just abandoned, and I 
think this is the best way not only 
to give a gift but to give the gift of 
a home to a dog.” Bostic said.

Animal Services takes in more 
than 20,000 dogs and cats each 

year. The primary goal for the 
shelter is to reunite lost pets with 
their families and find homes for 
the remaining animals with new 
families or other rescue groups.

A $20 adoption fee and 
advertising help draw pet 
lovers to the event, said Jackie 
Osborne, president of Friends 
of Hillsborough County Animal 
Services.

“I think with all the controversy 

Kevin Brady photo
Brianna Brown, 7, checks out the cats at the Hillsborough County 
Animal Services event.   

Continued on page 4 X

Celebrating the Birth of Christ
Confession Schedule
Saturday, December 21st
8:30 to 9:30am; 12 to 1pm;
3 to 3:50pm

Sunday, December 22nd
9 to 9:50am; 11 to 11:50am

Monday, December 23rd
7:30 to 7:50am; 12 to 1pm;7:30 to 7:50am; 12 to 1pm;
4:30 to 5:30pm

Tuesday, December 24th
8:30 to 9:30am; 12 to 1pm

Christmas Mass Times
Tuesday, December 24th

Vigil 4:00 pm Conesa Center
Vigil 4:00 p.m. Church

12:00 a.m. Midnight

Wednesday, December 25th
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.

www.popcc.org

Ameriprise
 Financial

Ameriprise Financial 
is one of the nation’s 
most recognized names. 
Ameriprise Financial is 
a full service investment 
firm, offering financial 
planning, advice and 
related financial services 
and products.

It is always good to get a second opinion,  
call us today for your Complimentary Consultation

John M. Price, Financial Advisor, Managing Director 

Rick Tuberosa, Financial Advisor, Managing Director
Price & Tuberosa, a financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

(813) 634-5677 or (866) 687-8595
The initial consultation provides an overview of financial planning concepts. 

You will not receive written analysis and/or recommendations.
Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are made available 

through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
Ameriprise Financial does not provide tax or legal advice. Consult your tax advisor 
or attorney. 724783ACMR0913
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Kevin Brady photos
More than 300 people turned out 
for “Be the Way Home Before 
the Holidays” at the Hillsbor-
ough County Animal Services 
Dec. 14.   

“All the animals are really well looked after and cared for here,” said 
Ashley Sherman, an Animal Services volunteer who is hoping to 
study veterinary medicine at college.   

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS
Board Certified

4020 State Road 674, Suite 2 •Sun City Center  • www.ErasersInc.com

In-Office Procedure 
Safe, Effective, Affordable
Insurance Accepted 
Medicare

Don’t Wait   Schedule Now! 
813-634-9260

• 1.5 cc of Radiesse - $525 
• Sclerotherapy 
 $150 per session 
• Botox - $11 per unit 
• Xeomin - $10 per unit

expires Dec. 31, 2013 

Holiday Specials

In-Office Procedure • Safe, Effective, Affordable
Insurance Accepted • Medicare

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY 
ROOM INSIDE AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

Our Cushion Shop is worth
the drive from ANYWHERE!

Quality Furniture
at Affordable Prices

813-876-1566
MLK

Columbus Dr. M
ac

 D
ill 

Check us out at

HOME 
DEPOT

BEALLS

75

College 
Ave

Sun City Ctr 
Blvd

Cy
pre

ss 
Vil

lag
e 

Blv
d.

Thursday Nights
5-7pm

Cyndi Burger

NOW SERVING
BEER & WINE

Thursday

2 For $25

French Fries &  

Friday

 $999 

Saturday

8 oz. Queen Cut $11.99
10 oz. King Cut $13.99

813-633-3344 
    Sun. 7:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Fajita Night
Buy 1 get 2nd
1/2 OFF SPECIAL

starting at

$899

®

Dr. Robert A. Norman
and Associates

Dermatologist

813-880-7546
10422 South U.S. Hwy. 301

RIVERVIEW
8002 Gunn Hwy. • Tampa

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day 

Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

BCBS, Humana, Cigna, 
Aetna, WellCare, Staywell, 
Healthease and many more

813-645-3529

Ken Knox, Contractor Lic: #RX0057641

Free Low-E upgrade on Simonton House Windows. 
Energy Star Rated for a TECO Rebate!

Call the Office for Details!
Offer Valid: November 1st - December 31st

FREE

about the shelter over the last 18 
months, people want to see for 
themselves what is going on now 
that there have been a changes in 
leadership,” Osborne said. Former 
Animal Services director Ian 
Hallett was transferred last month 
after complaints from animal 
welfare advocates. 

Osborne has some simple advice 
for those considering buying a pet 
for Christmas from a pet store: 
don’t do it.

“I am an animal activist so I 
think pet stores tend to buy their 
dogs in particular and cats, too, 
from people who just breed them 
for profit. They are really not 
concerned with what happens 
with the animal and many times 
those animals end up here,” 
Osborne said.

“You can get just about any 
breed of animal here, age, color, 
male or female, whatever you 
want and we normally will have it 
here and I am talking dogs or cats. 
I am heartened by the turnout 
here.”

Buying a pet as a surprise for 
a child on Christmas morning 
is never a good idea, Osborne 
said. “We recommend the family 
come in and decide on the animal 
together.”

Dexter Barge, the county’s 
code enforcement director who 
is running the shelter while 
the county looks for a full 
time replacement, said he was 
surprised by the turnout.

“The event has already 
exceeded our expectations. The 
parking lot was filling up 90 

minutes before we even opened 
the doors. Our goal is to get out 
as many loving, well-cared-for 
animals into nice, loving homes. 
It’s a win-win for everyone,” 
Barge said. “The turnout was very 
encouraging.”

The $20 adoption fee covered 
an initial checkup, microchipping, 
vaccinations, rabies tag and 
spaying/neutering.

For anyone who missed the 
event, animals may be viewed at 
www.HillsboroughCounty.org/
AnimalServices. Applications can 
be downloaded and printed out, 
but must be submitted in person at 
the shelter, 440 N. Falkenburg Rd.

For more information, call the 
shelter at 813-744-5660.

A home for the holidays
Continued from page 3 X



DECEMBER 19, 2013 OBSERVER NEWS •  SCC OBSERVER • 5

YourEyeDoctors.com  1515 Sun City Center Plaza 813-633-3065 

*May not be combined with other  
discounts, coupons, vision  

insurance plans or prior orders. 

DON’T MISS OUR 

Single Vision Plastic Lenses 
with Select Frames $79 

Bifocal Glasses $109 
No-Line Bifocal Glasses $199 

November & December Only! 

Northside Baptist Church on 
Hwy 41 in Ruskin presented a 
drive-through live nativity scene 
last weekend for all members 
of the community. The scenes 
included the Inn in Bethlehem, 
the Shepherd’s Field, the Wise 
Men’s Home and the Stable 
of the Inn, with Joseph, Mary 
and the manger, along with 
costumed guides to greet 
visitors at each scene. The 
church also invited all visitors 
to park afterwards to enjoy 
hot cocoa and cookies.  For 
more information, visit www.
northsideruskin.com.

Northside Baptist Church presents a live nativity scene

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS
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FREE

20 Locations in the Tampa/St. Pete Area, one just minutes from you - www.floridahearing.com

SUN CITY CENTER
4850 Sun City Center Blvd.

813-634-8451
at FLORIDA HEARING

®

CARDSAUDIBEL®

The carefree way to connect to your world

This advertisement funded by the MANUFACTURER, Minneapolis, MN

 BRANDON TAMPA
 813-681-4046 813-831-9442

 ELLENTON BRADENTON
 941-722-7200 941-747-6966

STOP

AUDIBEL®

HEARING AID
TUNE-UP and
MOISTURE CHECK
Does your hearing aid struggle to
give you the amplification you need?

ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS
Bring in your damaged hearing aid. If we can fix it in our 
lab, we will, at no charge! Hearing test necessary for all 

hearing aid repairs.

FREE IN-OFFICE REPAIRS

 for your ears

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, 
THE MOST ADVANCED HEARING AID 
EVER, IS SMALLER!

AUDIBEL® ALL SIZES, FOR ALL
HEARING AID BRANDS

99¢HEARING
AID

BATTERIES!

A2 Invisible
SAVE TODAY

$1,500 EACH
OFF MSRP

Limited time 
offer.

Limit 2 packs per patient
per pack

Audibel also offers

FREE
In-Home Hearing Tests.

An Audibel professional will come to you at
any time convenient to you.

$499
AUDIBEL®

STOCK
CANAL AID
Fits up to 40db loss

This offer expires 12/27/13

NOW

FREE EAR INSPECTION

FREE Ear Inspection and Ear Wax Removal 
Assistance with Your FREE HEARING TEST

If it is ear wax blockage, we don’t just tell you,
WE DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT FOR YOU!

Why Do People Delay
Addressing Hearing Loss?
Most patients that visit Audibel for a free hearing test leave 
hearing better and did not need to purchase a new hearing 
aid. Fact is, hearing aids are not always the answer. 
Haven’t you waited long enough?

ignoring the WARNING SIGNS!

DID YOU KNOW it could just be ear wax 
build-up OR one of a number of simple 
solutions that does not require a hearing aid?

THE
ALL
NEW

100% DIGITAL AND COMPUTER PROGRAMMABLE

Available in three popular 
styles. All custom molded 

to your ear.

All
Audibel Models

30-50%
OFF MSRP

Introductory
SPECIAL

50% OFF MSRP
Exclusively on ARIES BTE.

Custom ear mold sold separately.



Cypress Creek Elementary ‘adopts’ 
deployed Marines for the holidays

Across Hillsborough County Public Schools district, assistant princi-
pals of elementary schools sought the help and support of their teachers 
and staff. Each year the Assistant Principal Service Committee selects a 
minimum of two organizations to assist. This year one of those was to 
“adopt” a “shop” of deployed Marines. The goal was to provide a little 
bit of comfort to these Marines.

Cypress Creek Elementary teachers and staff adopted a Marine “shop” 
for the holidays, each with ten Marines. Michelle Tranten, assistant prin-
cipal, along with teachers and staff, set a goal of filling one large flat-rate 
USPS priority mail box for each Marine. Not only did they attain their 
goal of 10 boxes, they surpassed it. Cypress Creek Elementary filled 25 
boxes.

Each Marine in the “shop” will receive an individual large flat-rate 
priority mail box filled with a variety of snacks, toiletries, reminders of 
home, and handmade cards from students. The other 15 boxes are filled 
with additional snacks, books, envelopes, stamps, books, magazines, 
laundry detergent, toiletries, and more handmade cards.

In order to cover the $425 shipping charges, Assistant Principal Trant-
en received a generous donation from the Acupuncture and Wellness 
Clinic in Ruskin. Donations are currently being collected from teachers 
and staff of Cypress Creek Elementary to cover the remaining shipping 
cost. She commented, “I am honored to work with such a nurturing and 
caring group of teachers and staff at Cypress Creek Elementary. Their 
dedication extends beyond the walls of the classroom with the support 
they provide to our students, families, and community.”

Cypress Creek assistant principal Michelle Tranten displays two of 
the 25 gift boxes students filled for ‘their’ Marines for the holidays.
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Ruskin Elementary Terrific Kids for November
In November, Ruskin Elementary School honored the following students as Terrific Kids for possessing 
the character trait of compassion: Noe Ortiz Villanueva, Demari Thurman, Liliana Reyes, Briana Alonzo, 
Rogelio Robledo, Jamarion Sanchez, Elex Crisp, Arianna Ochoa, Matthew Cordle, Joselin Rodriguez, 
Jared Ruiz, Madeline Cutler, Guadalupe Bernal Acosta, Sadie Potter, Alexa Soria, Dontaine Sterling, 
Kimberly Castillo, Ana Zepherino, Adrian Hernandez, Jaylah Juarez, Emily Rubio, Jaiden Gaylord Aus-
tin, Alissa McKinney, Ella Wheeler, Camille Francois, Briana Gonzalez, Jonathan Gonzalez Torres, Eliyah 
McNabb, Emily Vazquez, Aliyah Fernandez-Aguirre, Kailee Harper, Madison Gosney, Alexandro Rocha, 
Angelina Maurice, Jasmine Carty, Steven Gonzalez, Ivan Luna, Joshua Ortega, Elisabeth Heron, Jac-
queline Rosales, Cruz (Trey) Lopez, Brianna Monrial, Samantha Skirvanie, Melissa Whitsel, Ruby Rob-
les, Maria Calixtro, Johnny Fuentes, Lex Vega, Alondra Carranza, Makiya Sanchez, Skylee Tyler, Abigail 
Potter, William Morales, Tania Esparaza, Kevin Suarez, Abigail Lopez. Also in the photo are members of 
the sponsoring SunCity Center Kiwanis Club :Donna and Tom Braden, Charlene Wirick, and Principal 
Lisa Amos. Students who received the award but were not present for the photo were Celia Gomez, 
Sarah Guerrero, Yessenia Ortiz, Billy Elmore and Niyemah James.

Jen’s MarketPlace now at Waterset the 
third Sunday of every month

Jen’s MarketPlace has added a 
new location its growing list of 
sites: its inaugural stop at Water-
setTM was Dec. 15 and it plans to 
return to the community the third 
Sunday of every month.

The location will be The Landing 
& Cafe at 7012 Sail View Lane in 
Apollo Beach. The time will be 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Jen’s MarketPlace is 
free to attend and is pet-friendly.

Due to current road construction 
at the Waterset entrance, use the 
Covington Park Sub-Division en-
trance (one block east) and follow 
the signs to the event.

Vendors will bring fresh local 
produce and foods, arts and crafts, 
set outside in a “street market” 
style. New vendors to Jen’s Mar-
ketPlace include Mr Ice Berg - a 
soft ice cream truck, Miss Vi’s 
Caribbean Chicken and Simply 
Savory - offering organic blneds 
of herbs and spices for delicious 
dips and sauces. Mickey O’Bryan 
will entertain shoppers with an as-
sortment of jazz and holiday mu-
sic. Shoppers can grab a bite to eat 

from one of the many food ven-
dors, shop, relax and enjoy a fun 
day in the community.

This will be the third location for 
Jen’s MarketPlace. Jennifer Mc-
Cafferty, owner of Jen’s Market, 
Inc. stated, “ We are excited about 
partnering with Waterset to have a 
MarketPlace in this new and grow-
ing community. The Landing, with 
the lake behind, paved trails and 
a screened pavilion, is a perfect 
location for a community gather-
ing.” Plans for 2014 include mini-
classes on organic and slow cook-
ing methods, wine making and 
water safety for children.

Waterset is a new master-planned 
community located between the 
established Newland communities 
of Covington Park and Mira Bay.  

Contact: Jennifer McCafferty 
Owner, Jen’s Market, Inc. 813-
846-1316, jennifer@jens-market.
com.

Mailing address: 235 Apollo 
Beach Blvd. # 140, Apollo Beach, 
FL 33572.

The Landing at Waterset is the third location for Jen’s MarketPlace.

Corr Elementary celebrates Terrific Kids for November
On Dec. 6, Corr Elementary honored the following students for keeping a positive attitude: Pre-K – La-
zaro “Anthony” Castillo and Jayden Morino; K – Tristen Brown, Sophia Mehle, Madison Todd, Cameron 
Paquette and Carlos Morales; 1st – Sergio Ceballos, Alexandra Lopez, Jeymen Iturriaga, Emmanuel Per-
ez, Mirykle Twillie, Nevaeh Joiner, Jose Sanchez, and Fernando Perez-Bustamante; 2nd – Darien Osorio, 
Luke Nesmith, Mario Smith, Dominic Maldonado, Adalia Knight, Emily Cordova and Sunny Pierce; 3rd 
– Ysamine Orhanli, Estrella Cruz-Campero, Aaliyah Joiner, Bushra Aydah, Emily Powers, Dulce Ariza 
and Azhia Jackson; 4th – Mandy Sperendo, Jennifer Maldonado, Mia Laboy, Zaira Paredes and Mariana 
Rodriguez; 5th – Collin Reinisch, Grace Haerther, Kevin Velazquez, David Muniz, Leslie Molina, Karrin 
Hailey, Grey Taylor and Emmanthony Tui.

Really, my dear, when it comes 
to finding a professional, 
there is no substitute for our 
Business & Trade section.  
It’s elementary! page 34

The Observer News
210 Woodland Estates Ave.

813-645-3111
call today to advertise  

your business

is over!
YourYour

is over!
SEARCH
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GOT MOLD?
Call the Experts

GOT MOLD?
Call the Experts

ADVANCED RESTORATION SERVICES
813-225-1441

WE ALSO OFFER
•Indoor Air Quality Testing • 24/7 Emergency Water Extraction • Structural Drying,  
Smoke & Fire Damage • Oriental Rug Specialist • Dehumidification & Deodorization  

• Whole Home Sterilization • We Work with All Insurance Companies

Free Mold Inspection

$99 Value
10 point inspection

Air Duct
Cleaning Special

$34.95
Unlimited Vents for first AC Unit

10% Senior Discount
On Any Service

No minimum

Lic# MRSR1933
 MRSA1774

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411
Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

Drs. Ott, Slaughter, Waldy  & Heaton
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care • Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 

PET TIP: Don’t be tempted to postpone training 
until your new puppy or dog settles in. Dogs and 
puppies are learning from day one. They will either 
learn good behavior or bad unwanted behavior. 

210 Woodland Estates S.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3111
Fax: 813-645-4118
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It is a time 
of magic, love 
and goodwill 
to all. This 
w e e k ’ s 
column is 
d e d i c a t e d 
to a poem 
that a friend 
sent to me 

from South Africa. Online 
communications have shrunk the 
world and it just may be that these 
electronic conversations between 
average people from nations far 
and wide will help to give us the 
peace on earth and goodwill to 
men that we have all been looking 
for so long. I hope you enjoy this 
poem as much as I did. I only wish 
I knew the author so that I could 
thank him or her for penning such 
touching words. Happy holidays.

Dear Santa... 
Snowflakes softly falling
 Upon your window play,
Your blankets snug around you,
 into sleep you drift away.
 
I bend to gently kiss you,
 when I see that on the floor
There’s a letter, neatly written,
 I wonder who it’s for.
 
I quietly unfold it
 making sure you’re still asleep,
It’s a Christmas list for Santa—
 one my heart will always keep.
 
It started just as always
 with the toys seen on TV,
A new watch for your father
 and a winter coat for me.
 
But as my eyes read on
 I could see that deep inside
There were many things you wished for
 that your loving heart would hide.
 
You asked if your friend Molly
 could have another dad;

By William Hodges

It seems her father hits her
 and it makes you very sad.
 
Then you asked dear Santa
 if the neighbors down the street
Could find a job, that he might have
 some food, and clothes, and heat.
 
You saw a family on the news
 whose house had blown away;
“Dear Santa, send them just one thing:
 a place where they can stay.”
 
“And Santa, those four cookies
 that I left you for a treat,
Could you take them to the children
 who have nothing else to eat?”
 
“And as you fly your reindeer
 on this night of Jesus’ birth,
Could your magic bring to everyone
 goodwill and peace on earth?”
 
“There’s one last thing before you 
go—
 so grateful I would be—
If you’d smile at Baby Jesus
 in the manger by our tree.”
 
I pulled the letter close to me;
 I felt it melt my heart.
Those tiny hands had written
 what no other could impart.
 
“And a little child shall lead them,”
 was whispered in my ear
As I watched you sleep on Christmas Eve
 while Santa Claus was here.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (Bright House 
channel 950, Verizon channel 30) and 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (BH channel 
949, Verizon channel 36). The shows can 
also be viewed at www.hodgesvideos.
com. Phone : 813-641-0816. Email: 
bill@billhodges.com Website: www.
billhodges.com

Positive Talk: A Christmas poem
SouthShore Regional Library

Adult program/event highlights
15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Book Discussion: The Unchangeable Spots of Leopards by Kristo-
pher Jansma - Thursday, Dec. 19 at 2.p.m.

Book discussion: As much a story about a young man and his friends 
trying to find their way in the world as a whipsmart exploration of the 
nature of truth and storytelling, The Unchangeable Spots of Leopards 
will delight readers with its near perfect alchemy of emotional depth and 
warmth, formal playfulness, and sophisticated but always accessible ex-
ploration of what it means to grow up”-- Provided by publisher. Copies 
of the book are available at the Library.

Early Closings
Library will close at 6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 23 & Thursday, Dec. 26 . 

Christmas Holiday 
Library is closed Tuesday, Dec. 24 & Wednesday, Dec. 25. 

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free progra.m.s offered at the Library. If 
you would be interested in becoming a member of the Friends of the Li-
brary, call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396, www.southshorefriends.com.

 

Holiday Deadlines
The Observer News will be closed December 25

The Deadlines will be moved up as follows for the 12/26/13 publication

News Releases ..............................Wed., Dec. 18 at 4 p.m.

Display Ads ....................................Thur., Dec. 19 at 11 a.m.

Classified Ads ................................Thur., Dec. 19 at 4 p.m.

Questions call 813-645-3111
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SPECIAL FOR 2
Includes:

2 Soup or Salad
2 Entrees
Choose from:

 (Spicy)

2 Desserts
1 Complimentary Bottle of 

Wine

Available for a LIMITED TIME ONLY, 
Wednesday through Saturday.

2 for $3999
+ tax

Cypress Creek Golf Club
1011 Cypress Village Blvd., Ruskin

Please call for reservation  813-440-4576 Ext. 2

LUNCH: 
DINNER: 

BRUNCH: 

called in the experts: Pyrotecnico. 
When they told him the largest 
display this year was in Fort 
Myers, he asked what they meant 
by “largest.”

That’s when they told him about 
Fort Myers’ $25,000 price tag.

To give him an idea he 
could picture, he was told 
that Clearwater’s July Fourth 
celebration has about $44,000 in 
fireworks; Tampa’s July Fourth 
show usually runs around $18,500; 
and Channelside shows off about 
$10,000 worth on the Fourth. 

That gave him an idea.

Largest New Year’s fireworks show in Florida
Continued from page 1 X

ZONE

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Vic Granowicz, architect and co-owner of Lands End Marina and 
partner in Circles Restaurant in Apollo Beach, has planned the larg-
est fireworks show in Florida for this New Year’s Eve.
  

Five thousand wasn’t enough.
So sponsors started coming on 

board.
“TECO matched us with another 

$5,000,” he said. Then others 
started coming. The list is so long 
we can’t name them all here. 

“With the help of the community, 
businesses are going to make this 
the best New Year’s Eve party 
ever,” he said.

“Events will start with live music 
at 3 p.m., then later the Luna Blue 

Band [which is local] will start 
playing and continue until 2 a.m.”

Fireworks will be launched from 
a barge floating behind Circles as 
midnight nears.

Reservations are needed for 
seating and there are several times 
open for dinner reservations as 
well.

For more information, call 813-
641-3275.

Circles is located at 1212 Apollo 
Beach Blvd.

Church youth group supports puppy at 
Southeastern Guide Dog School

The youth group at My Father’s House in Ellenton worked and saved 
for two years in order to raise $3,500 to name and support a puppy from 
the Southeastern Guide Dog School. 

They held car washes and bake sales and sold candy and subscriptions 
and finally the day arrived when Rev. Judi Carlton delivered a check 
to Nicholas Olson (shown above with his ambassador dog Bobby) of 
Southeastern Guide Dogs.

The young people people have not yet selected a name for the puppy, 
but plan to pick one from Biblical scripture in the near future.

Merry Christmas
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Come join the National Cremation Society for a 

FREE LUNCH & SEMINAR
And learn the benefits of pre-planning your cremation.

National Cremation Society

Considering Cremation?

We’ll discuss:
• Affordable options and 

savings
• Veterans benefits
• Worldwide Away-From 

Home Protection
• And much more...

MON., DEC. 23 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

FRI., DEC. 27 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

TUES., DEC. 31 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

FRI., JAN. 3 @ 11 a.m.
Circles Restaurant

1212 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo BeAch

Ruskin

Gene Dyrek

(813) 401-1159
First time attendees only please.

RESERVATION REQUIRED
Limited seating available.

CALL NOW!

When the time comes wouldn’t you prefer your loved ones celebrate your legacy 
rather than stress about making arrangements? Give them the relief they’ll need 

during a tough time.

$200 Discount
for those attending luncheon 

Exp. Jan. 4, 2014

Not redeemable for cash 
and cannot be combined 

with any other offers.
308 E. COLLEGE AVE. • RUSKIN, FL

David M. Rieth
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Wills & Trusts
• Estates
• Nursing Home Abuse, Medical 
Malpractice, Hospital Negligence, 
Personal Injury or Wrongful Death*

1647 Sun City Center Plaza, Suite 200
Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 633-6692
AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT

*Your case may be referred to another lawyer for these matters.
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What tips or products can you 

recommend to help make a home 
safer and more convenient for aging 
in place: My husband and I are in our 
70s and don’t have the money for any 
big renovations, but we want to do 
what we can to stay in our house as 

long as possible.
Homebodies

Dear Homebodies,
There are 

lots of small 
adjustments and 
simple modifications 
you can do to 

make your home safer and livable as 
you age that are very inexpensive or 
completely free. Here are several to 
consider.
Fall-Proofing

Since falls are the leading cause of 
home injury among seniors, a good 
place to start is by picking up any 
possible clutter that can cause you to 
trip like newspapers, books, shoes, 
clothes, electrical or phone cords. If 
you have throw rugs, remove them 
or use double-sided tape to secure 
them. And if you have stairs, consider 
putting handrails on both sides.

Good lighting is also very important, 
so add lamps or light fixtures where 
needed, and install brighter full-
spectrum bulbs in existing fixtures 

to improve visibility. Also purchase 
some inexpensive plug-in nightlights 
for the bedroom, bathroom and 
hallways, and consider installing 
motion sensor lights outside the front 
and back doors and in the driveway.

In the bathroom get some non-skid 
bath rugs for the floors, put a non-slip 
rubber mat or self-stick strips on the 
floor of the tub/shower, and have a 
carpenter install grab bars inside the 
tub/shower.

And in the kitchen, organize your 
cabinets so the things you use most 
often are within easy reach without 
using a step stool.
Simple Modifications

Growing old can also bring about 
various physical limitations which 
can make your home more difficult 
to use. Some simple solutions, for 
example, that can help weak or 
arthritic hands is to replace round 
doorknobs with lever handles, or get 
some inexpensive doorknob lever 
adapters. The same goes for twist 
knob kitchen or bathroom faucets. 
You can easily replace them with 
lever faucet handles that you can 
purchase for a few dollars in most 
hardware stores, or get a single lever 
handle faucet installed.  

In the kitchen, you can make your 
cabinets and pantry easier to access 
by installing pullout shelves or lazy 

susans. And D-shaped pull-handles 
for the cabinets and drawers are also 
recommended because they’re more 
comfortable to grasp than knobs.

In the bathroom consider getting 
a hand-held adjustable shower head 
installed, and purchasing a shower or 
bathtub seat, so you can shower from 
a safe seated position if need be. And 
for easier toilet access, purchase a 
toilet seat riser for a few dollars. This 
can make sitting down and standing 
up a little easier, especially if you’re 
6 foot or taller.

And, if you get to the point 
where you need to use a walker or 
wheelchair, you can adapt your house 

:Simple Changes for Making a Home Senior-FriendlyTHE SAVVY SENIOR

By Jim Miller

by installing ramps on entrance steps, 
and mini-ramps to go over high 
entrance thresholds. And, you can 
widen the doorways an additional 
two inches by installing “swing clear” 
offset door hinges.
More Tips

For many more tips, visit The Fall 
Prevention Center of Excellence 
website at homemods.org, and 
see “The AARP Home Fit Guide” 
(publication D18959) which offers 
dozens of modification suggestions 
to make your home safe and livable 
as you age. You can access it at online 
at homefitguide.org, or if you’re an 
AARP member, call 888-687-2277 

and ask them to mail you a free copy.
Or, if you want personalized help, 

get an in-home assessment with an 
occupational therapist, or OT, who 
can evaluate your home, make modi-
fication recommendations and refer 
you to products and services to help 
you make improvements. Medicare 
will pay for a home assessment by 
an OT if prescribed by a doctor. Ask 
your physician for a referral.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.
org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the 
NBC Today Show and author of The 
Savvy Senior book.

24-HOUR
TOWING

Free Diagnostics n Free Towing to shop if we do repairs
SUN POINT AUTOMOTIVE

A/C CHECK
$1995

+ Freon

FREE Mount 
& Balance
with purchase of 

4 tires

BRAKE BUNDLE
$150
Per Axle + Tax

OIL CHANGE
$1995

Most Cars & Light Trucks • Must present coupon for special price • Expires 12/31/13

EMERGENCY
SERVICES

• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work • Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist • Complete Engine Diagnostic
• Apollo Beach • Ruskin • Sun City Center • Mon.-Fri.  8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

• Insured & Bonded • Se Habla Español • www.sunpointautoandtowing.com

813-645-7653 2212 E. College Ave. (S.R. 674) • Ruskin
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STEPHEN A. SWITLYK, M.D.
Board Certified  |  American Board of Dermatology

DERMATOLOGY • DERMATOLOGICAL SURGERY
• Skin Cancers • Actinic Keratosis • Seborrheic Keratosis 

• Moles • Warts • Rashes • Eczema • Nails • Hair
• Excisions • Cryosurgery • Electrodessication • Curettage

• Psoriasis Center of Sun City Center • Excimer Laser Phototherapy 
• Narrow Band UVB  • PUVA Photochemotherapy 

Switlyk
Dermatology

4051 Upper Creek Drive, Ste. 108 • Sun City Center

Call 813-634-6600
for an appointment

STEPHEN A. SWITLYK, M.D.
Board Certified

American Board of Dermatology
Medicare, Freedom and Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Christmas Eve 
Fish Fry Special
Dec. 24th • 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sea Bass 
$9.95

Wild Caught 
Alaskan Salmon

$11.99
Pecan Encrusted

Catfish
$12.99

Wild Caught
Gulf Grouper

$14.99
Traditional Seven

Fish Dinner
$24.99

Wednesday, December 25th
11 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Menu
Soup of the day or garden salad with your choice of dressing

Choice of
Prime Rib  served with  sautéed onions and mushrooms, vegetable 
and a twice baked potato

Roast turkey, traditional stuffing, gravy, mashed potatoes or 
sweet potato casserole, vegetable and cranberry sauce

Wild caught Alaskan Salmon blackened or grilled with lemon dill sauce 
served over rice pilaf with twice baked potato

Maple glazed grilled ham steak, served with vegetable 
and mashed potatoes or sweet potato casserole

Choice of available desserts or ice cream
$19.95 per person

THE SANDPIPER GRILLE     

Join us for ChristmasDay 
634-7900

1702 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Sun City Center

No Reservations Required

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Craigslist: Introduction • Thursday, Dec. 19 at 3 p.m.
Learn how to become a member, browse, search, and buy items on 

Craigslist. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended.

Craigslist: Listing & Selling • Thursday, Dec. 19 at 3:45 p.m.
Learn how to create a listing, and sell items on Craigslist. Basic mouse 

and keyboarding skills are recommended. 

Introduction: Windows 8 • Friday, Dec. 20 at 3 p.m.
Learn the layout, switching from tiles to desktop, and how to get the 

Start button back. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended.

Mick and Barbara Wright’s 1934 Ford street rod 
was voted top choice among more than 130 collectible 
vehicles at the recent Roamin’ Oldies annual holiday 
benefit show.

The event collects gifts and toys and delivers 
them to charitable groups each year for distribution 
to families in the South Shore area who need a little 
help to enjoy the holidays. The Christmas show is 
among the club’s most popular events, and this year’s 
turnout was an all-time high.

Both of the Wrights enjoy driving their thoroughly 
modernized Model 40 Tudor, which is their all-time 
favorite. In addition to a 350 cubic-inch Chevrolet 
engine and automatic transmission, it is equipped with power brakes, windows and door locks, and air conditioning.

The Roamin’ Oldies host a cruise-in from 6 to 9 p.m. the first Thursday of every month in the Apollo Beach Winn-
Dixie Plaza on US 41, with a rain date the following Thursday. 

About 100 of the area’s finest antique and collectible cars often take part, accompanied by classic oldies music played 
by DJ Joey Ferrante.  The event is sponsored by Thompson’s Auto Parts and Sun City Center Funeral Home.  

For information, call Chet at 813-842-1511.

Record 130 entries help car club help area kids
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Riverhills Magnet 
School hosts info 
session

Riverhills Elementary Magnet 
School for International Studies 
has a new approach to learning: 
students don’t just learn about ex-
periences … they experience to 
learn.  The school is open for cam-
pus tours so you can see the magic 
in action. Contact Diana Favata, 
Lead Teacher, at 813-987-6911 
x241 for more information or to 
schedule a visit.

There will be an Information 
Session on Thursday, Jan. 16 for 
families interested in learning 
more about Riverhills and the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) 
program. Presentation begins at 5 
p.m. with a campus tour to follow.  
You are invited to see the campus 
and inquire about what makes Riv-
erhills unique.  

The magnet application window 
for the 2014-15 school year has 
opened for existing Hillsborough 
County public school students for 
online applications. All other inter-
ested families can print an applica-
tion starting Jan. 14 at www.sdhc.
k12.fl.us/choice/. The application 
window closes for all on Feb. 14 
and families will receive their re-
sults in mid-March.

Area businesses donate 
services to Mary & 
Martha House

Mary & Martha House would 
like to thank the two local busi-
nesses that stepped up to donate 
their time and services. 

While renovations were being 
done at one of the transitional 
homes, evidence of active termite 
damage was discovered and the 
house needed to be treated and 
tented. 

When the agency called the 
Golden Rule of Ruskin, the com-
pany they always depend on for 
service, Golden Rule partnered 
with a Tampa company for help. 
Haskell Termite & Pest Control, 
Inc. is the largest family-owned 
and operated pest control company 
in Tampa Bay. 

Thanks to the teamwork and gen-
erosity of both companies, the ser-
vices were donated and the work 
was done quickly with minimal 
disruption to the residents. 

Mary & Martha House provides 
emergency and transitional hous-
ing and support services to home-
less and abused women and their 
dependent children and serves all 
of Hillsborough County. For in-
formation about Mary & Martha 
House, call 813-645-7874. 

SouthShore Regional Library
Kids program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Bedtime Stories - Thursday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m.
For ages 2-5 with a caregiver ~ Stories, action rhymes, songs, inter-

active activities, and crafts make up this fun 30-minute program that 
celebrates a love of reading. Children may wear pajamas and bring a 
blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

Teen Advisory Board Meeting - Thursday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m.
For teens in grades 6-12 ~ Join the Teen Advisory Board to get involved 

with the Library’s teen programs or earn community service hours for 
graduation, scholarships and more. Funding provided by the Friends of 
the SouthShore Regional Library

Early Closings
Library will close at 6 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 23 & Thursday, Dec. 26. 

Christmas Holiday 
Library is closed Tuesday, Dec. 24 & Wednesday, Dec. 25.  

Tampa Sailing Squadron’s 
“Group of Seven” — Drew Bar-
rett, Andy Tucker, Loretta Corder, 
Dave/Sue Richardson and Dave/
Francine Webb — recently en-
joyed a leisurely barge trip on the 
Seille and Saone Rivers  through 
the heart of France, experiencing 
the “real” France. 

It was a great way to see the 
country at a slow pace, but this 
isn’t a story about the quaint little 
villages along the way, nor is it 
about the wineries. It’s not even 
about the cuisine, although we did 
sample Tartiflette, Boeuf Bourgi-
gnon, Andouillette, Crepes, Lapin 
Dijonaise, French Onion Soup 
and enjoyed daily croissants. Mais 
non! This is about Angelique.

Who is Angelique? 
Loretta spotted her first, asking, 

“Is that a feather in her mouth?” 
Closer inspection revealed that 

a fishing lure was caught in the 
swan’s mouth and on her neck, 
preventing her from lowering her 
mouth to drink or eat. Since we 
couldn’t coax her to come to us, 
we decided that the best course 
of action was to corner her and 
get her on land. Dave Richardson 
made good use of a nearby life 
ring by throwing it across the nar-
row inlet and with Andy’s help, 
directed her toward land where we 
could catch her. 

By this time, we were attract-
ing a small crowd of onlookers. 
Dave then caught Angelique and 
Sue tried to remove the lure but, 
without the right tools, was unable 
to remove the barbed lure. As the 

only French-speaking individual, 
I asked the onlookers if there was 
a vet around. Three teenaged boys 
volunteered to run to the vet’s 
and ask if this poor swan could 
be helped. We were instructed to 
bring Angelique to the vet’s — 
which was a good half mile away.

I accompanied Dave (Richard-
son) as he carried Angelique (who 
must have weighed a good 25 lbs.) 
while trying to convey a feeling 
of reassurance to the poor swan. 
Needless to say, after a while Dave 
needed a rest. Fortunately, some of 
the locals had followed us and one 
couple went home, returned with a 
cage and their car and gave us a lift 
to the vet’s office. 

Once there, it took the vet a good 
30 minutes to remove the lure 
from neck and mouth and it was 
painfully obvious that Angelique 
was hurting. Once the lure was re-

Who is Angelique? 
By Francine Webb

moved, the vet gave Angelique an 
antibiotic injection, massaged the 
swan’s throat until she could swal-
low water and provided us with 
meds to give her for the next day 
or two. Our French friend drove us 
back to the boat, leaving the cage 
with us.

Oddly enough, when we went 
into town for dinner later, we 
found that word got around about 
our feat as one of the local shop-
keepers asked if “we were the ones 
who saved the swan.” 

The next morning, Angelique 
was given her meds and as she 
seemed much better, we released 
her but not until we took some pic-
tures. I should make it clear that we 
don’t really know if Angelique is 
male or female… she just seemed 
like a shy female needing help and 
the name, Angelique, seemed to 
suit her. What a memory!

Across the 
nearly 6 million 
acres in Florida’s 
wildlife 
management 
area (WMA) 
system, officers 
with the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation 
Commission 

(FWC) can be found atop buggies, 
operating all-terrain vehicles, in 
patrol trucks and on foot. One part of 
their job is to patrol public lands.

This time of year, many hunters 
are also in the woods, too, scouting 
or enjoying archery season, and other 
nature-lovers are taking advantage of 
the cooler weather.

Through state, federal and private 
partnerships, Florida boasts many 
diverse and exciting public hunting 
opportunities. The FWC encourages 
adults and children to get out and en-
joy all the state has to offer, and its 
officers make sure that people do so 
safely and responsibly.

“We want people to be safe out-
doors and the resources to be around 
for generations to come,” said the 
FWC’s Lt. Albert Wass de Czege, a 
field supervisor in northwest Florida.

Safety while hunting is of para-
mount importance, which is why 
hunter safety courses are required for 

most hunters. FWC officers make sure 
all bag and size limits are followed, 
appropriate methods and equipment 
are used, and that hunters are hunting 
during the right hours and possess the 
necessary license and permits.

“We also check that all users, not 
just hunters, are being safe and re-
sponsible in our WMAs,” Wass de 
Czege said. “They should be operat-
ing on open roads or trails, staying off 
closed roads, following speed limits 
and showing courtesy to others.”

As more people hit the woods this 
fall, FWC officers may set up surveil-
lance and plain-clothes details and use 
radar devices to accomplish this. Also, 
they are just a phone call away if people 
find themselves in need of assistance.

Violations involving licenses and 
permits could warrant a $50 fine plus 
the cost of the license. Penalties can 
escalate for people with recent pre-
vious violations. Some hunting and 
other violations can lead to more se-
rious consequences, including higher 
fines and even jail time.

“If you follow all posted informa-
tion and treat others and the resources 
with respect, you will be setting your-
self up for a great time in the out-
doors,” Wass de Czege said.

All safety precautions and resource 
laws are of vital importance, on both 
public and private lands. Those hunt-
ing on public lands just need to re-

Protecting Paradise: 
Stay safe, be responsible on public lands

n By Katie Purcell

member a few extra things:
• Do not consume alcohol or use 

illegal drugs.
• Pick up all belongings; don’t lit-

ter; preserve paradise.
• Only build fires of appropriate 

materials at recognized campsites 
and thoroughly extinguish flames and 
embers before leaving.

Be sure of the specific rules for 
the area in which you plan to visit. 
You can go to MyFWC.com/Hunt-
ing and click on “WMA Brochures” 
for more information.

Remember to report any suspected 
fish, wildlife or boating violations by 
calling 888-404-3922, texting Tip@
MyFWC.com or going online to My-
FWC.com/WildlifeAlert.

Editorial note: “Protecting Para-
dise” provides a glimpse into the 
world of an FWC officer. Finding lost 
hikers, checking boaters for safety 
gear and teaching children about 
fishing and hunting are just some of 
the contributions they make. This col-
umn is written by Katie Purcell, Divi-
sion of Law Enforcement Community 
Relations Coordinator. It will feature 
different topics to help communicate 
with the public and foster the shared 
passion and teamwork that are vital 
to protecting Florida’s people and 
beautiful natural resources for years 
to come.

The Arts Council of Hillsbor-
ough County is accepting applica-
tions from local artists for grants 
of up to $2,000 from its 2014 Indi-
vidual Artist Grant program. This 
grant program funds specific proj-
ects that will further the artist’s 
career.

The grant program provides 
money to experienced artists who 
are 18 years or older and a resi-

dent of Hillsborough County since 
January 2012. Degree-seeking stu-
dents and full-time faculty in high-
er education are ineligible. Appli-
cations for grants are considered 
from artists in the theater, visual, 
dance, music, literary, media and 
folk art disciplines.

The Individual Artist Grants are 
reimbursement-type grants and 
only expenses that take place dur-
ing the grant period of March 1- 
Sept. 30, 2014 are covered.

Applications are reviewed and 
scored by a panel of arts profes-
sionals. Applications are evaluated 
on:

• Potential for the proposed proj-
ect to contribute to the artist’s per-
sonal growth

• Impact of the artist or proposed 
project on the community

• Evidence of the artist’s com-
mitment to personal artistic devel-
opment

•A realistic and well-defined 
budget

• And the quality of the artist’s 
work samples

Artists interested in applying 
should visit the Individual Artist 
Grant program page of TampaArts.
com for details on program guide-
lines, eligibility requirements and 
applications or call 813-276-8250.

The application deadline is Fri-
day, Jan. 24, 2014.

About the IAG program: The Arts 
Council of Hillsborough County 
provides grants to individual art-
ists, cultural groups and commu-
nity organizations. Since 1989 it 
has awarded more than $640,000 
to Hillsborough artists. 

Brandon Regional Hospital announces 
community events for December

Brandon Regional Hospital has a number of activities set for the 
balance of December. All events will be held in the Oakfield Medical 
Plaza on the campus of Brandon Regional Hospital, 119 Oakfield Dr. in 
Brandon, unless otherwise noted.

• Gestational Diabetes – Thursdays, Dec.  19 and 26, 8:30 a.m., 
Classroom C, Suite 258

• Surgical Solutions for Weight Loss – Thursday, Dec. 19, 6:30 p.m., 
Classroom B, Suite 260

• Surgical Weight Loss Support Group – Thursday, Dec. 19, 6:30 
p.m., Classroom A, Suite 262

• Newborn Care Class – Saturday, Dec. 21 at 9:30 a.m., Classroom A, 
Suite 262

• The Childhood Obesity Epidemic:  Should We Worry?, January 22, 
2014, 6 p.m., Classroom B, Suite 260

Seating is limited and reservations are advised. For more information 
and to register call 813-653-1065 or visit BrandonRegionalHospital.
com.

For more information contact Patricia Montgomery, 813-571-5105 or 
go to BrandonRegionalHospital.com.

Business slow? Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation of 48,000 papers every 
week! We offer many options in every price range...from classified ads to full 
pages. Call 813-645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative 
today. For more information visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net
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Your Emergency Matters

Quality Care from ER Experts 
In an emergency, minutes can mean the difference between life and death. So, 

it’s vital that you get the quality care you need – 24/7. At South Bay Hospital, 

our ER experts know that. We have the staff, equipment and 

expertise to handle the most critical medical emergencies. 

And with average wait times that are consistently shorter 

than the national average, we can get you in and get you 

treated promptly and efficiently…without waiting any longer 
than you need to.

Text ER to
23000 for

Avg. Wait Time 
South Bay Hospital. Quality Emergency Care. FastER.

WHY WAIT?

4016 Sun City Center Blvd.  I   Sun City Center, Florida 
SouthBayHospital.com

For 24/7 health information and physician referrals, please call 
Consult-A-Nurse at 1-888-685-1595.

CALL TODAY for your FREE 
Skin Cancer Screening 
Call 813-634-1455 to reserve your spot

The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates
Howard A. Oriba, M.D. | Michael G. Caruso, M.D. | Leslee Baute, P.A.C.

WWW.THESKINCANCERCENTERS.COM
“SOUTH HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY’S ONLY FELLOWSHIP TRAINED MOHS SURGEON”

Are you
over 65?

Did you know people 
over 65 have a  
50% higher  

likelihood of developing 
Skin Cancer?

NOW ACCEPTING TRICARE PRIME

Authentic Mexican
& Tex/Mex

Breakfast Starting at $5.00
FREE COFFEE W/ PURCHASE OF BREAKFAST ITEMS

Mon-Thurs 7:30AM-8PM
AM-9PM

ORDER HOMEMADE TAMALES  
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

17 7th Ave. N.E.
Ruskin, FL 33570

813-419-4921

Ruskin artist Dolores Coe welcomes patrons to her exhibit in Sarasota
By  ■ MITCH TRAPHAGEN
mitch@observernews.net

Renowned Ruskin-based artist 
Dolores Coe welcomed art patrons 
to the latest exhibit of her work, 
held at Allyn Gallup Contemporary 
Art in Sarasota. Several dozen 
people turned out for the Dec. 13 
reception to hear Coe talk about her 
work. 

“The paintings in the exhibition 
are mostly large-scale, oil-on-can-
vas of invented spaces populated 
with source imagery drawn from fa-
miliar sources I photograph around 
me” — including local parking lot 

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS

Ruskin artist Dolores Coe during her Dec. 13 artist’s reception at 
Allyn Gallup Contemporary Art in Sarasota.

carnivals in Ruskin, the annual one-
ring Showman’s Benefit Circus and 
Hwy 41 concrete statuary outlets. 

“The exhibition reception is 
one of the few opportunities to 
be present when a whole range 
of people first see the paintings. 
This one was an enjoyable mix of 
strangers interested in art, other 
artists, friends, students, collectors 
and curious guests.  I really enjoy 
meeting and talking with people 

and hearing their thoughts and 
questions,” Coe says.

Coe is a former professor at 
Ringling College of Art and 
Design. She is also represented by 
the Clayton Galleries in Tampa. 

Allyn Gallup Contemporary Art  
is located at 1288 N. Palm Ave. in 
Sarasota. Her exhibit runs through 
Dec. 28. 

For more information, visit her 
website at www.dolorescoe.com.
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Joe Lang, CFP - Glenn Krcmaric, OSJ - Robyn Payant, President - Tom Payant, C.E.O.,
Lillian Brassil, Office Manager - Heidi Oelgart, Marketing Assistant - Peter Farina, CFA® 

Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant, Glenn Krcmaric, Joseph Lang, and Peter Farina offer securities through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Thomas A. Payant, Glenn Krcmaric, 
and Joseph Lang offer investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

WHO IS THE TEAM BUILDING
YOUR RETIREMENT STRATEGY?

Let our team help you!

Call us! 813-633-7333
1653 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com  

Serving South Shore 
for 30 years

Master Certified
Technicians

Lic# MVS51635

AT HOME AUTO CARE

®

Family Owned & Operated

             Approved Auto Repair Center
                         We participate in AAA Dollars Program

OPEN 8 am-5 pm Monday thru Friday 
www.athomeauto.net(813) 645-0339

$2795
OIL

CHANGE

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
*Up to 5 qts. 5W20 or 5W30 

Motorcraft Oil, Filter, and 
27-point inspection. 

Most cars 

 

Owners: Lee & Julie Davis

DROP
BOX

How about a
GIFT CERTIFICATE
from At Home Auto?

DANCERS CHOREOGRAPHED BY

The Perfoming Arts Company of SCC presents 
at the ROLLINS

Did the man make the music? or...
Did the music make the man?

STARRING
Lew Resseguie

January 8th - 7pm Gala
January 9, 10, 11, 16, 17,18 

7:30 nightly with 2:30 matinee on January 18

Tickets $10
$12 after Jan 1

The show will go on after the curtain closes with a champagne 
and dessert gala & a chance to meet the stars of Sinatra! 

JANUARY 8TH 7:00 pm

$25 SHOW & GALA 
tickets available at the SCC Atrium Kiosk 

Monday - Friday 9am - noon
credit card sales 813.400.7803

www.performingartscompany-scc.org

Michael Boyer
Ellen Kleinschmidt

Kristen Zemina 
Alejandro Estrada 

Alex Council
Michael Peacock

Teri Council
Dan Tackitt

FEATURING

HOLIDAY DEADLINES
The Observer News office will be closed Wed., Dec. 25, for 

Christmas and Wed., Jan. 1, for New Year’s. All news deadlines 
will advance to Friday, Dec. 20 

and Friday., Dec. 27, 
respectively.

Santa Claus has been busy on his annual world tour and has paid 
special attention to South Hillsborough with numerous visits to 
the area this year. This weekend he was at Hydro Harvest Farms in 
Ruskin, listening to the Christmas wishes of children and passing 
out candy canes. It was purely coincidental, of course, that he bears 
a passing resemblance to Hydro Harvest Farms owner John Law-
son. For more information visit www.hydroharvestfarms.com.

Santa visits Hydro Harvest Farms
MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS
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*Interest rates as of 10/24/2013, subject to change. FG Guarantee-Platinum annuity is a single premium fixed deferred annuity issued by Fidelity & Guaranty Life 
Insurance Company, Baltimore, MD. Form Numbers: FGL SPDA-MY-F (7-04); et al. Subject to state availability. Certain restrictions may apply.

When your guarantee period expires, Fidelity & Guaranty Life will automatically renew your annuity for the same period at the then-current interest rate. The 
renewal interest rate will never be less than the minimum guaranteed interest rate, which will be  established between 1 percent and 3 percent.

Surrender charges may apply to withdrawals. Withdrawals may be taxable and subject to penalties prior to age 59-1/2. Withdrawals will reduce available death 
benefit. A market value adjustment may apply to withdrawals and may increase or decrease the surrender value.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

3.5% Interest
5-Year Guarantee Period

Contact us today to learn 
more about the

FG Guarantee-Platinum® 
Annuity —

a Great Savings Option
DON’T DELAY.

This offer is good until Dec. 13, 2013*

948-B Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 633-7377
Ronald H. Ward has been helping clients build, manage and 

protect their wealth for over 40 years.

We will be closed Christmas Day 
so our employees can spend the day 

witht their families.

PARRISH
8348 U.S. 301 N.
Corner of US 301 and 
Old Tampa/Erie Road, 

just past CVS

941-723-1111
VOTED BEST!

www.FerrarosRestaurantGroup.com
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m-10 p.m. • Sun. 12-9 p.m.

$5 Off
any purchase of 

$25 or more

$2 Off
any lunch

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 12/26/13

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 12/26/13

®
CARDS

2  $22 Wednesday only
Choose from: Baked Ziti, Pasta & Meatballs, Manicotti, 
Cheese Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, or Lasagna, with: 
2 House Salads,
2 Soft Drinks, Garlic Bread,
2 Small Cannoli

2  $22 Wednesdays & Thursdays
Choose from: Baked Ziti, Pasta & Meatballs, Manicotti, 
Cheese Ravioli, Stuffed Shells, or Lasagna, with: 
2 House Salads,
2 Soft Drinks, Garlic Bread,
2 Small Cannoli

for

for

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 12/26/13

Ferraro’s Italian Grille
With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases.

1 coupon per visit. Expires 12/19/13

Approx. 19 minutes south of Sun City Center

2s are WILD on

2s are WILD on

chOOSE yOur wEDnESDay

We welcome all 
our Friends from 

the SCC area
Bring your family

and friends.

They will
Thank You!

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Jen’s MarketPlace
Location: 1651 Sun City Plaza Blvd.

In the Payant Financial Plaza and SCC Chamber of Commerce Parking Lots

Jen’s Market supports the Mary Martha House, a shelter for 
homeless or abused women and children. Make their holiday  
special, bring an unwrapped toy or gift for kids and moms. 

Happy Holidays from Jen’s Market!

Saturday Dec. 21 • 1-5pm
Great Holiday Gifts - Shop Local!

Shop our FARM FRESH PRODUCE for your holiday dishes!

Find CREATIVE GIFTS for holiday wishes

TASTY FOOD TO EAT!  Friends to meet!  Bring your dog!

and Don’t Forget to see Jen for a cup of her Special Eggnog!

Information: www.jens-market.com • 813-846-1316

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301

America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE 
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30, 5w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil fi lter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fi ll
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with other offers. 

With coupon only. Exp. 2/14/13

$800

Off

No Appointment Necessary
TRULY 10 MINUTES!

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE
3388538

Sh
op

pe
r O

bs
er

ve
r

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

The Very Best

6416 U.S. Hwy. 41 North 
Apollo Beach

(Publix Shopping Center)

(813) 645-5909
www.verybestbarbers.com

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am - 8 pm
Sat. 7 am -7 pm • Sun. 8 am - 4 pm

One Coupon Per Customer • Exp. 1/2/14

$2 OFF 
Regular Cuts

ADULT • Reg. $12
CHILDREN • Reg. $10

• Fade • Flat Tops • Caesar 
• Men’s Hair Cuts 
• Kids’ Hair Cuts

12 Barbers to Serve You

The full moon this week was all aglow,
Lighting up the waterways for our Christmas show
Local anglers were out with their guests,
Showing off our waterways, which is the world’s best.

Our 80 degree weather in December
Will be something for all to remember.
Boats were arriving from far and near,
All coming out, not to fish, but for holiday cheer.

Many were gliding across the water in the moonlight,
With their entire boats in Christmas lights.
What a sight to see.
Boats decorated with Christmas trees.

Friends were being made
With anglers of all age.
All boats were anchoring in a circle
Making room for others,
Talking as if they were brothers.

Kind words were in the air
None seem to have a care.
No one came to fish, “Fish Tales” were being told,
Mostly by the old.

Mullet were jumping through the night,
But not a net was in sight.
The sharks were hanging around,
Thinking food may be found.

Permit were there out of sight,
Afraid of the noise of the night.
Sailfish were gliding along,
As the sounds of the waves played a song.

The tarpon were sailing up in the air,
Putting on a show for all to share.
Spanish mackerel were nearby
Watching the boats with an evil eye.

Flounder were sleeping below on the sand,
But soon wakened with the voice of man.
Redfish were playing hide and seek,
Popping up to take a peek.

The amberjacks were having a ball,
Ready to join the party at any call.
All of the trout were in a hole
Afraid that someone might have a fishing pole.

The group grew larger and larger,
With each arrival, the sounds were louder.
It soon was midnight and a huge cloud appeared
Together they yelled, “Look, it’s Santa Claus and his reindeer.”

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, Good Health and Good Cheer
We hope we all can repeat this next year!
Motors started to roar...
With all going ashore.

By Jonie Maschek
Member: Florida Outdoor 

Writers Association

Fish Tales: 
Merry Christmas on the waterways 
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LA Fitness

Sun Hill 
OpticalSun Hill 

Optical Sun Hill 
OpticalMcDonald’s

Hess Station
Hess Station

Publix Post Office Dollar 
General Sav-A-Lot

HWY. 60 Boyette Rd. S.R. 674

Va
lri

co
 R

d.

VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

SUN CITY CENTER
(813) 634-6344

Sun Hi l l  Opt ical

SAVE $100

Some restrictions apply. Most prescriptions.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/13 CR39

CONTACTS Progressive
No-Line Bifocalsmonth supply starter kit 

with exam7 $99$149

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, examination or treatment

INSURANCES ACCEPTED: United 
Healthcare, EyeMed, VBA, 
Spectra, Humana, Freedom, 

VCP, Advantica, Optimum, Davis 
Vision and many more

Vision insurance for employees of Hillsborough 
County, Media General, Publix, Citigroup, 

Verizon, FedEX, Ford, and many more.

THE 2010M
cM

ul
le

n 
Rd

.

SC
C
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7 $99$149

*with purchase of complete pair of 
Prescription Glasses Expires 12/31/13

Some restrictions apply. 
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/13 CR39

Some restrictions apply.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/13 CR39

$25*$25*
with rebate

on a Complete
Pair of Glasses

SAVE $100

INTRODUCING

Luxuriously soft.
  Exceptionally durable.

DOVE INTERIORS FLOORING & WINDOW TREATMENTS
2305 College Ave. • Ruskin, FL  (1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) 813-645-8660

DoveInteriorsCarpetOne.com  |  DoveInteriorsGallery.com
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday • Evenings by appointment

DOVE INTERIORS CARPET ONE SUPPORTS MADE IN AMERICA!

Your Flooring & 
Window Treatment 

Experts....
22 Years Strong!

DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY
BACKSPLASHES  |  AREA RUGS  |  CARPET

HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS
SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

THE 2011 & 2012

Your Civil Air Patrol at work
The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) was 

formed Dec. 1,1941, as a local coast-
line defense effort against German 
submarines.They flew only single-
engine light aircraft, but are still 
credited with sinking one, and pos-
sibly two, submarines. They assisted 
in national surveillance, national se-
curity and air messenger service.

Today CAP is known as The Unit-
ed States Air Force Auxiliary, and is 
still very active.

All members are volunteers. Of 
the three main focus areas of CAP, 
Aerospace Education, Cadet Pro-
grams, and Emergency Services, 
Emergency Services is Civil Air 
Patrol’s busiest function. It includes 
air search and rescue, disaster relief 
such as for floods, tornados and hur-
ricanes, sundown patrols to search 
for boats in distress, aerial photogra-
phy, and can even supplement local 
police agencies searching for per-
sons who may have gone missing in 
rural areas. They can hunt down the 
source of an aircraft’s errant emer-
gency locator transmitter just to be 
sure it’s a faulty device and not an 
actual downed aircraft.

When a CAP squadron is called 
upon to search for a missing aircraft 
there is also a team on the ground 
that will follow-up once the aircraft 
has identified the location of the in-
cident.

Senior squadrons are for adults 
over age eighteen. However, there 
are many cadets involved. Teenag-
ers may serve in a cadet or compos-
ite squadron (seniors and cadets) 
until they reach their 18th birthday. 
If they wish to continue serving after 
they reach 18, they must join a se-
nior squadron. 

Seniors can be retired, or still a 
contributing member of the work-
force. Cadets are generally middle 
and high school students. 

The CAP was extremely active dur-
ing the Deep Water Horizon oil spill 
and flew hundreds of hours tracking 
the spill. The Air Force Rescue Co-
ordination Center designates which 
military unit or CAP squadron will 
handle or assist in any emergency. 
CAP flies Cessna 172 and Cessna 
182 aircraft which are provided by 
the Air Force. 

As of October 2013 there are ap-

proximately 25,000 cadets and 
34,000 seniors in squadrons nation-
ally.

On Saturday, Nov. 2, approximate-
ly 35 members met at the Tampa 
Executive Airport, home base of the 
Hillsborough One Senior Squadron, 
for a Search and Rescue Exercise 
that offered members the opportuni-
ty to hone their skills and perform the 
duties necessary to qualify for new 
certifications. Members from Pinel-
las Senior Squadron and squadrons 
from Brandon, Tampa, Clearwater, 
Zephyrhills and Brooksville attend-
ed. The group used these opportu-
nities to hone its skills, procedures 
and teamwork as pilots, scanners, 
radio operators, observers, airborne 
photographers, ground search and 
rescue team members and mission 
staff assistants. The operations were 
a genuine success that once again 
proved how well different units of 
the Civil Air Patrol work together. 

The Civil Air Patrol is authorized 
to market its services to government 
or private entities. Their services are 
available 24/7.

The squadrons are always looking 

for civic-minded people who want to 
make a difference.

This includes pilots. In order to fly 
a CAP aircraft a pilot would first have 
to meet the requirements as a Scanner 
before being checked out as a pilot. 
While they don’t fly every day, there 
are many “missions” that they fly 
regularly, not only for training, but 
also as search and rescue efforts. 

If you want additional information 
about a CAP squadron in your area 
just Google Civil Air Patrol and the 
city in which you are interested. The 
results of your Google search will 
provide specific information such as 
meeting days, times, locations, con-

tact names and phone numbers. 
If you want information on how 

to become a member, contact Capt. 
Sam Chiodo, Squadron Command-
er, Hillsborough One Senior Squad-
ron at 813-748-4139 or email him at 
samchiodo@verizon.net. 

Anyone interested in the CAP may 
stop in whenever there is a meeting 
being held. The Hillsborough One 
Senior Squadron meets on the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month 
at 9334 Vandenberg Airport Rd. in 
Tampa. This address is at the south 
end of the former Vandenberg Air-
port, which is now known as Tampa 
Executive Airport.
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Sun City Dental Center
Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

General Dentist

633-2636 727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

New Patients and Emergencies Are Always Welcome

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case

The S.S. American Victory will host an unparalleled viewing of 
Tampa’s annual holiday “Boat Parade of Lights”  from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 21. The event will serve as a fund-
raiser to help support the maintenance of the historic World War 
II-era vessel. Promising the “best seats in Tampa” for the lighted 
boat parade, the event will also include music and light refresh-
ments. The ship will most certainly provide the most unique 
and exciting vantage point for the parade. Admission is $12 for 
adults, $7 for youths 4-12, and $7 for seniors, members of the 
military and veterans. For information, call 813-228-8766 or visit 
www.americanvictory.org.

American Victory offers best and most unique 
seats for Tampa boat parade

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

Stephen Foster Festival of  \
Lights

White Springs, now through Dec. 
31. Over 5 million holiday lights! 
Free popcorn and hot cocoa. 
Model train display, outdoor 
movies, snow machine, crafters 
and more. www.floridastateparks.
org/stephenfoster/

Fellsmere Frog Leg Festival \
Fellsmere, January 16 - 19, 2014.
Fun, food and entertainment for 
the entire family! Frog leg and 
gator tail dinners served each day. 
Enjoy all the wild and crazy rides 
for the young as well as the more 
adventurous. www.froglegfestival

Day trips: Fun things to do around Florida
Bok Tower Gardens \

Lake Wales. Now through Jan. 
5, Christmas Carillon Concerts 
every Thursday and Saturday at 1 
and 3 p.m.; tours of Edward Bok’s 
home, the 20-room Pinewood 
Estate mansion. December 21, 
hands-on workshops will help you 
create your own holiday décor. 
boktowergardens.org

Manatee County Fair \
Palmetto, January 16-26, 2014, 
www.manateecountyfair.com

DeSoto County Fair \
Arcadia, Jan. 17-26, 2014, www.

desotocountyfair.org

Charlotte County Fair \
Port Charlotte, Jan. 31 
- Feb. 9, 2014, www.
thecharlottecountyfair.com

Chalo Nitka Festival, Glades  \
County Youth Livestock Show 
and Chalo Nitka Rodeo

Moore Haven, Feb. 24 - March 1, 
2014, www.chalonitka.com

Florida Strawberry Festival \
Plant City, Feb. 27 - March 9, 
2014, www.flstrawberryfestival.
com.

Indulge in the Festival of Chocolate 
MOSI will host the fourth annual Festival of Chocolate, Florida’s 

largest all-chocolate themed event Saturday through Monday, Jan. 18 
– 20, 2014. Sponsored in part by Bank of Tampa, the Festival of Choc-
olate will feature amazing chocolate indulgences, the Cocoa Couture 
Fashion Show and a live cake-decorating competition.

The event features the area’s best chocolate and confection compa-
nies selling tastes and treats of everything chocolate.

Award-winning pastry chefs and chocolatiers will host interactive 
demonstrations, sharing techniques and tricks of the trade, and the 
Cocoa Couture Fashion Show returns on Jan. 18, featuring chocolate-
wrapper fashion for the couture crowd. On Jan. 19, a live cake deco-
rating competition will give artistic creations a tasty twist.

Entrance into the Festival of Chocolate is included with the purchase 
of MOSI admission (Adults: $21.95; Children: $17.95). Each adult 
ticket purchased in advance will receive two dollars in chocolate coins 
to spend at the Festival. MOSI Members pay only $10 per ticket for 
adults, and member children 12 and under can attend for free. Mem-
bers can buy tickets in advance at 987-6000 or by visiting mosi.org.
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JSA Medical Group
Sun City Center Activity Center
EVENTS CALENDAR

JSA MEDICAL GROUP - SUN CITY CENTER
787 Cortaro Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573

Adult Primary Care

In a State-of-the-Art New Facility!
physicians
JSA Medical Group in Sun City Center is a 

comprehensive primary care clinic with many services 
offered in-house including radiology and labs! There 

is no better time to become a member of JSA!

Call Today!
(813) 634-2500

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Including Humana and CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members

JSA Medical Group - Sun City Center Activity Center is open to the community 
& offers a variety of FREE community & patient events including Yoga, Tai Chi, 
health lectures, parties, line dancing & more! (*Classes are subject to change)

Thu 
19:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 9:30 to 10:30 am

Fri 
20:

SALSA DANCING
YOGA CANCELLED TODAY

10 to 11 am
CANCELLED TODAY

Mon 
23:

SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Tue 
24:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 11 am to Noon

Wed 
25:

MERRY CHRISTMAS! CLOSED TODAY

Thu 
26:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 9:30 to 10:30 am

Fri 
27:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Mon 
30:

SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Tue 
31:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
HAPPY NEW YEAR’S EVE!

11 am to Noon

JANUARY 2014 EVENTS
Wed 
01:

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
JSA CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY!

CLOSED

Thu 
02:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 9:30 to 10:30 am

Fri 
03:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

DECEMBER EVENTS *REGISTER NOW! (813) 419-5020
LINE DANCING
PARTICIPANTS:
Close-toe shoes 
with non-stick 
bottoms only 
permitted. No 

scented perfumes 
& lotions to class.

Please check your 
insurance

coverage for 
SILVERSNEAKERS 
class participation 

eligibility.

*MSROM:
Muscular Strength 

& Range of 
Movement Classes

Visit us online for the complete monthly schedule:
www.JSAMedicalGroup.com, click EVENTS tab, click Activity Calendar

Season’s

Greetings

*Costs of trip including airfare and expenses will be reimbursed up to $500 after the buyer closes on a Minto home. Buyers must go to contract on a Minto home within 90 days of 
Stay & Play visit. Receipts for airfare and expenses must be submitted in order to be reimbursed for exact expenditures. The reimbursement cost is not to exceed $500. © Minto 
Communities, LLC 2013.  All rights reserved.  Content may not be reproduced, copied, altered, distributed, stored or transferred in any form or by any means without express 
written permission.  Artist’s renderings, dimensions, specifi cations, prices and features are approximate and subject to change without notice. Minto, the Minto logo, Sun City 
Center, and the Sun City Center logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC and/or its affi  liates.  CGC1519880 12/2013

Luxury Single-Family & Estate Homes
from the low $200s to $400s

Schedule your visit today, call (888) 771-6144

Elegant Paired Villas
from $160s to $190s

TAMPA       SARASOTA

FLORIDA’S NEW

Sun City Center has been named a Where to Retire Magazine Hall of Fame 
community. And with Minto’s introduction of ten new model homes including 
paired villas and single family homes, the best just got even better!

These exceptional residences complement the refined beauty of an active 
master-planned community with six golf courses, four grand clubhouses 
totaling 196,000 square feet, and easy access to the relaxed elegance of 
Florida’s Gulf Coast.

No CDD Fees at Sun City Center!
Unlike many of our competitors, Sun City Center has been developed without 
utilizing Community Development District (CDD) Funding. This means you won’t 
see annual CDD assessments on your tax bill, which saves you thousands of 
dollars over the life of your home! Once you compare, the choice is clearly Minto!

Test drive Sun City Center with a Stay & Play Getaway! - Only $99!* 

minto creates better places to inspire life.

105 Commercial Center Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

For more information about our award-winning homes 
and communities throughout Florida, visit mintofl a.com

Minto debuts Ten New Model Homes at Sun City Center.
MODEL HOME GRAND OPENING!  

NO 
CDD
FEES
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813.633.9200
(across from Walgreens)

104 Pebble Beach Blvd. S.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

*Discounts o� MSRP. Discount good only on two Beltone Promise 17™or Promise 9™ Hearing Instruments. Cannot be combined with any other o�ers. Previous purchases excluded. Beltone 
Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated. Bene�ts of hearing instruments vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation 

and proper �t. Participation may vary by location.

Candidates selected will receive tremendous savings, due to their participation. If your evaluation shows hearing 
improvement with the new instruments, you may choose to retain them and receive $500 OFF one instrument or 
$1,000 OFF a complete set. Participants who choose to keep the hearing instruments will also receive

FREE In-Office Maintenance for the life of the hearing aids.

Please call TODAY! Appointments are limited!

Promise, 63DRW™ Promise™ on the earMicro Computer Chip

www.beltone.com
We are providers of BCBS

Ronald Hapanowicz
HAS, BC-HIS*

*Board Certi�ed in Hearing 
Instrument Sciences

Call to schedule your 
free, no obligation 

appointment today!

42 People
to try new “PROMISE™” Hearing Aids

Are you, or someone you know, struggling with hearing loss?
We need 27 people with difficulty hearing, especially in noisy situations, to evaluate the latest in digital technology 
from Beltone.

Beltone Hearing Care Centers will perform comprehensive hearing consultations FREE of charge to all callers. 
We will then choose 27 qualified candidates for this program. Please call immediately to schedule your evaluation to 
determine if you are a candidate for the program. Candidates selected will be asked to evaluate the latest nearly 
invisible hearing aid technology.

Imagine a hearing aid that automatically adapts to your surroundings and reflects your specific lifestyle. Imagine a 
hearing aid that is so pleasant to wear that it gives a new meaning to the phrase “customer satisfaction.’’ Well, 
imagine no more! With this breakthrough technology from Beltone, one of the world’s largest hearing aid 
manufacturers, now comes the first hearing aid ever developed to address your most important needs. Not only does 
it fit your individual hearing loss, it fits the way you live. If you hear, but are having trouble understanding 
conversations, you owe it to yourself to take advantage of the FREE demonstrations offered this week. Call 
Beltone Hearing Care Centers today for a no obligation appointment.

“Bring in the talk.... screen down the noise!”

REWARD!



20 • OBSERVER NEWS •  SCC OBSERVER DECEMBER 19, 2013

Publix

   
 D

el
 W

eb
b 

Bl
vd

. E
.

Hightower
Dermatology
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KORTNEY D. HIGHTOWER, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

www.HightowerDermatology.com
HightowerDermatology@gmail.com

Call Now  813-634-1484

Accepting New Patients
Practicing in Tampa Bay area since 2007

955 E. Del Webb Blvd. Ste. 101
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Located in Commonwealth 
Medical Plaza behind Publix

in Sun City Center

Looking for STORAGE?
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Ask Us about our Mini-warehouses

20’x60’ each 

MOVE-IN SPECIAL!

O

E I PE I L

50%*

Off All
Units

EXP. 12/31/13

ers and advertisers. She often 
asked, “What if…” or “I wonder 
what…” and then provided the 
leadership to see those questions 
become award-winning articles 
or impactful advertising cam-
paigns that invariably had positive 
results for both the readers and the 
finances of area businesses.

“I came to M&M Printing 
[parent company of The Ob-
server News] eight years ago and 
she greeted me with the biggest 
smile,” said M&M Printing CEO 
Wes Mullins. “She has always 
been positive. She always liked 
to be the ‘good news’ newspaper. 
Anytime something negative 
would come in, if it was for the 
better of the community, she 
would print it but it would just 
turn her inside out.”

Mullins went on to say that as 
the head of the company, he never 
had to worry about the newspaper 
division. “She took care of all 
aspects of it. Her vision of where 
the paper was, where it was going, 
was always right.”

During her tenure, The Observer 
News, The SCC Observer and The 
Current newspapers have won 
hundreds of awards for editorial 
and advertising excellence from 
the Community Papers of Florida 
(CPF), an organization that repre-
sents newspapers serving nearly 
nine million people.

“CPF has known Brenda 
Knowles for a number of years,” 
said Dave Neuharth, CPF Board 
Secretary. “She has been a strong 
supporter of the association and 
participated in the CPF classified 
network that provides the funds 
that has made this association a 
success. We thank her. Without 
a doubt, as a publisher that led a 
small group of publications, the 
papers excelled under her leader-
ship. The newspapers won top 
awards in the annual “Best of the 
Best” awards contests and she can 
be proud of the excellence her 
staff added to this annual event.”

“I haven’t said thank you 
enough over the years,” said 
M&M Printing owner Mickey 
Mixon. “And those awards and 
that recognition were a good pat 
on the back. She could take a lot 
of pride in what she was doing. So 
many newspapers today have lost 
sight of that, sacrificing quality. 
Brenda didn’t lose sight of that.”

Through her personality and 
vision, Knowles had a knack for 
attracting and retaining talented 
people in all aspects of the news-

paper, from sales to creative to 
editorial. She provided the direc-
tion and then allowed those people 
the freedom to fulfill the vision 
she had.

“Brenda was a company girl,” 
Mixon continued. “It was never 
about ‘me’, it was always about 
‘us’. She did the best she could to 
hire the best people she could get. 
And then when she got them, she 
gave them a task and got out of 
the way.”

Mixon and Knowles first met 
in 1969 when Mixon and his wife 
invited Knowles and her husband 
over for grilled hot dogs and ham-
burgers. A friendship was forged 
and nearly 20 years later, in 1988, 
Knowles joined M&M Printing 
as a sales person for classified 
advertising. Her drive, optimism 
and success paved the way for 
her rapid rise to editor and then to 
publisher. 

“Just a week or so ago I was 
talking to her,” Mixon said. “I told 
her, ‘you know, Brenda, we’re 
lucky. For the past 20 some years, 
we’ve both been able to do what 
we wanted to do. We didn’t get 
rich, but we played a role. We 
kept 18 to 25 families alive for a 
long time.’ Brenda is a really big 
part of the community and she has 
played a big role in the commu-
nity.”

“The Observer News has grown 
consistently over my years here,” 
Mullins said. “And that was solely 
due to Brenda and the team she 
put together. Even during the 
recession, Brenda did not skip 
a beat — the papers continued 
to grow. Her vision has been 
impressed upon her team and has 
developed over the years to make 
The Observer News the good news 
newspaper.”

The many nonprofit organiza-
tions serving those in need in 
South Hillsborough always knew 
they could count on Knowles to 
help them help others by reaching 
the ever-growing population of 
the area. But as dedicated as she 
was to the communities, she was, 
perhaps, even more dedicated to 
her staff. That was not unrequited. 
Her good heart and commitment 
has been the foundation of her 
success and much more. She is 
and remains a boss who is dearly 
loved by all those who work for 
and with her. 

“I have worked for seven news-
papers in Hillsborough County 
since 1982, and I have to say 
working with Brenda has been 

the best experience of all,” said 
Observer News freelance writer 
Penny Fletcher. “She lets me use 
my creativity and go ‘outside the 
box’ if a story calls for something 
special. She has allowed me to use 
my talent in ways I could not do 
at other area media. But she isn’t 
just a great boss; she’s a really 
good person. I hadn’t worked for 
her two weeks when I had to go 
into Tampa General Hospital for 
a week and when I came home 
she brought food to my house and 
stayed and talked like she had 
all the time in the world, when I 
knew she was busy. I knew right 
then what kind of a person she 
was.”

Brenda Knowles is a woman 
who chose to serve her readers, 
communities and advertisers on a 
fateful day in September twelve 
years ago and on every day. She 
chose a path not of exploitation 

The writer and the boss: Brenda Knowles with some of the hun-
dreds of awards won during her tenure for editorial and advertising 
excellence from the Community Papers of Florida.

MICHELLE TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

“Brenda has always been and is the most positive person I have 
ever met in my life,” said M&M Printing CEO Wes Mullins.

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

Brenda Knowles, editor/publisher, 
forged the good path

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 X

but of healing, of service, of ac-
centuating the positive. She forged 
that path well before 9/11 and 
continued it long after. Her heart 
was, and continues to be, in the 
right place and with that success 
came naturally. 

“Her children are all success-
ful,” Mixon said. “Not only is 
she a great editor, but she’s also a 
great mom. How could I ask for 
more than that?”

While those in the newsroom 
will feel her absence acutely, her 
presence will remain firmly in 

place. She genuinely loved her 
communities, her newspapers and 
her staff and that love is returned. 
Brenda Knowles helped to make 
the communities and those who 
work for her better in so many 
ways. She forged the good path. 

M&M Printing CEO Wes Mul-
lins has assumed the role of Pub-
lisher. Creative Director Chere 
Simmons, who, like Knowles, 
first joined The Observer News 
in 1988, will assume the duties of 
editor for the publications.
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2010-13 Builds Club Car 4 Front
Brand new factory direct pricing
only $6,995 Loaded. Save $$$

2011 Club Car Precedents
Nicely equipped with new batteries
only $3,995 With warranty

2011-13 Rebuilds
Loaded with warranty
only $4,850
Gas EZ-Go RXV Models
only $4,850 SAVE $$$

BOGEY-BILLS.com
ALL AMERICAN CUSTOM CARTS N MORE

Your Hometown Custom Golf Cart Shop
1108 24th Ave. E. • Ellenton, FL 34222

813-649-8099
Authorized dealer for Trojan, Powertron, Electro
AWARD-WINNING CUSTOMER SERVICE

Always
FREE

LOCAL
PICK-UP

&
DELIVERY

• Pre-owned • Custom Paint
• Rebuilds • Restoration

• Sales • Service • Batteries 
• Parts • Rentals • Welding

• Fabrication

SERVICE: 
Certified techs on all major brands, 

makes and models:

Club Car, EZ-Go
2, 4, 6, & 8 Passenger

We accept 
all major 

credit 
cards

Factory Direct 
pricing  

Save 
Hundreds!

We beat any 
competitor’s 

price. 

Family Owned & Operated for over 11 years! 

2011
Golf Cart
Blowout!

It’s time
to go 

SOLAR!

Loadmaster Custom 
Aluminum Trailers

Factory blue

Robert Edelman, M.D. ~ Eric Berman, M.D.
Anita Shane, M.D. ~ Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza • YourEyeDoctors.com  

• Comprehensive 
 Ophthalmology

• Cataract Surgery

• Glaucoma  
 Management

• Laser Surgery

• Macular  
 Degeneration

• Cornea

• Diabetic Eye Care

• Neuro-Ophthalmology

Trusted by

 & Patients Alike. 
Physicians

Our ophthalmologists are board-certified  
and fellowship-trained to provide  

specialized care for your eyes.

Medicare & most insurance accepted. 

When surveyed,  
97.5% of patients stated  
they would recommend  

us to a friend!

Annette’s Beauty Salon
FULL SERVICE SALON for Men & Women

Corner Hwy. 301 & S.R. 674, Suite #201
Village Plaza (on the corner next to BOGGS Jewelers)

Golf Cart Accessible • Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

634-5422 Miriam

50% Off 
* Shampoo, Cut & Blow Dry

*1st Time Customer Only • Expires 12/31/13

Annette

Now carrying Dermalogica Skin care ProDuctS
come in for a Free Face mapping

$40 ................before noon
$32 ...................after noon
$25..............after 2:00 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 12/31/13

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, 
Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

813.645.2000

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

Live Music every Fri. & Sat. 6-10 p.m.
Karaoke every Wed. 5-9 p.m.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
OPEN Mon.- Sun. 7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Food Served 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.
 Bright House NFL TV Sunday Ticket

2034 Pier Drive
Ruskin, FL 33570
813-638-1005

If you’re like most of us, the 
month of December is a blur of 
activity. It seems you wake up one 
morning and it’s the first of the 
month and when you 
go to bed that night, it’s 
New Year’s Eve. With all 
of the family activities, 
who has much time to do 
business marketing?

And yet, it’s a great 
time of the year to make 
an impact. 

Most of your clients 
and customers are too 
busy to answer the phone 
or take a visit from you, so do the 
next best thing and deliver New 
Year’s voicemails to them. It takes 
less than one minute per customer, 
but it means a lot. A simple “Beth, 
I want to personally wish you a 
wonderful New Year and I look 
forward to us doing great things 
together in 2014” works wonders.

Do you want to do something 
nice for your best customers — 
and your best referral sources — 
but don’t have time to see them 
all? Send them relevant business 
books or magazine subscriptions 
instead. You can do it online in 
just a couple of hours and a sub-
scription will remind them of you 
twelve more times throughout the 
year. Fifty-two times if you give 
them the Wall Street Journal.

Speaking of referral sources, 
how is your scorecard looking? 
You know what I mean. How 
many referrals have you sent 
them? Do you return the favor? 
This is a good time to take stock of 
how they’ve treated you through-
out the year and how you’ve ac-
knowledged their help.

What were your highlights and 
low points in 2013? What worked 
best for you and what tanked? By 
all means, learn from your mis-

takes and trash the 
ideas that didn’t work. 
But more importantly, 
take a look at your suc-
cesses and see how you 
can improve on them. 
If a certain direct mail 
campaign gave you a 
surprising return on 
your investment, maybe 
you want to send it out 
to more prospects…

 Once you’ve assessed how the 
old year went, set your personal 
marketing goals and objectives 
for 2014. Yes, most large compa-
nies do this earlier in the year and 
this is really last-minute planning. 
But it’s better than no planning at 
all, which is what most small busi-
nesses are guilty of.

It’s hard to schedule time with 
your mentors, business partners, 
and trusted advisors right now, so 
wait until just after the first of the 
year. They’ve got end-of-the-year 
deadlines right now as well, so 
much as they love you, they really 
don’t want to see you right now.

But it’s just the opposite with 
your staff. Take your “team” out 
to celebrate the year and thank 
them. Remind them that you’d be 
lost without them and show them 
you treasure what they do for your 
company. Relax and have some 
fun. Isn’t it time you did that?

And when you open the new cal-
endar to a brand new year, you’ll 
see that doing just these few things 
this month will make a huge im-
pact on next month.

By Dana Dittmar
Executive Director 
SCC Chamber of 
Commerce

You, me and business: 
Evaluate the year, then learn from it

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the follow-

ing weekly activities. Meetings are: VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd 
Wednesday each month; and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday each 

month. Chapel duty at the VA Hospital every Sunday all month, 8:30 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 19 - Bar Bingo 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 -  Fish Fry 4:30 p.m. Music by You 2 Kan 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 21- Surprise for the Ladies. Adult Christmas Party 7 p.m. 
Music by You 2 Kan 7 p.m.  
Sunday, Dec. 22 - Lounge Games 2 p.m. Music by Bert & Sassy 6:30 p.m. 
Queen of Hearts Drawing 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 23 -  Crew Games & free hot dogs 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Games in lounge, 1-4 p.m. No Bingo. Open Juke Box. 
Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Merry Christmas from all at Ruskin VFW. Open 1 to 
10 p.m. Please bring covered dish 1 p.m. Music by You 2 Kan. 
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DONATE!CARS, TRUCKS,
BOATS, RVs

  Please Help Fight

FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE
RECEIVE BLUE BOOK VALUE 800-714-3575

American Children’s Society
Florida Reg. #CH11978 - An IRS Recognized Non-Profi t 501(c)3 Organization

Making a difference for a child!

We also accept collectibles, 
appliances, furniture, etc.

Receipts on the spot and IRS forms sent directly to you!

FAST & FREE PICK UP
Vehicles Running  or Not - NO Restrictions

FREE $200 Gas Card
WITH YOUR DONATION!!

• Non-Climate/Climate-Control Units
• Fenced and Lighted
• Tractor Trailer/Moving Truck Accessibility
• Electronic Controlled Access
• 24-Hour Video Surveillance
• Moving Supplies

30175

813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendstorage.com

813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendstorage.com

®

CARDS

Serving:
RIVERVIEW

APOLLO BEACH
SUN CITY CENTER

How about renting a unit at Santa’s Secret Storage?
Using a self storage unit as “Santa’s Workshop” can 
ensure that it remains a secret until YOU’RE ready.

Serving:
RIVERVIEW

APOLLO BEACH
SUN CITY CENTER

Will match
competitor’s

prices &
discounts

New Customers Only

Nexium 20 mg ..............$28/month
Crestor 10 mg ..............$30/month
Viagra 100 mg ....................... $3/up
Advair 250/50mcg ........... (3) $164
Cymbalta 30 mg ..........$34/month
Celebrex 200 mg .........$30/month

$10 OFF
Initial Order

Canadian Meds south
disCount PResCRiPtion dRuGs

2
Locations

 Apollo SuN City CeNter
 BeACh KP Main Clubhouse

(813) 413-7912
sue@canadianmedssouth.com

Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.

603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL
(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement & 

Door Inserts
• Sliding Glass Doors
• Broken Window Repair
• Window Screen & Soft 

Vinyl Replacement
• Hurricane Shutters

Over
50,000

Windows 
Installed Since 

1979

  |  DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY  |  BACKSPLASHES  |  AREA RUGS  |
|  CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS  |

2011 & 2012

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

*See store for details

2305 College Ave. • Ruskin  (1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) 813-645-8660
doveinteriorsgallery.com

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday • Evenings by appt.

Your Flooring & Window Treatment Experts....22 Years Strong!
Dove Interiors Carpet One supports MADE IN AMERICA!

A Beautiful Opportunity  
to Save in 2013.

Insulating Duette® 
Architella® honeycomb 
shades from Hunter 
Douglas are an attractive 
way to help lower your 
energy costs. And thanks 
to the reinstatement of 
the federal tax credit for 
select energy-efficient 
products, your purchase 
of qualifying shades may 
entitle you to a tax credit 
of up to $500.*

Hurry, ends December 31, 2013!

Ruskin Eagles Aerie 4351
1205 1st St. S.W.

Upcoming Events
Monday ............................. 6 p.m. Bingo.  Free hot dogs.
Tuesday .............................. $1 draft beer all day and evening.
Wednesday ........................ Come on down and socialize.
Friday  ............................... 6 p.m. Feather Your Nest. Food available
Saturday, Dec.21  .............. Taco Salad dinner 5 p.m. music by Full  
                                                  Circle  6:30 p.m.
Sunday  ........................................$1 draft beer all day. 6 p.m. Feather Your Nest
Tuesday, Dec. 24 ............... 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 25 .......... Christmas dinner for members and 
                                             guests at 2 p.m.

For more information, call (813) 645-2922.

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week

Lenny
 Lenny is a black and white kitten 

with white chest and a little goa-
tee.  His mother is Nellie, a beauti-
ful tabby. Lenny loves to play with 
the other kittens at the shelter as 
well as his siblings. He is quite a 
charmer and will let you hold him 
quite readily. Lenny would like to 
come to live at a forever home of 
his own. Go visit this handsome 
guy and make him part of your 
family. Lenny has been neutered  
and  he is current on his shots and 
as part of his adoption Lenny will 
be microchipped.    

DOB: April 25, 2013.

Cooper
Cooper is a delightful little man. 

He has an easygoing, affection-
ate personalityand gets along well 
with everyone. He is a lap dog and 
would make a great companion. 
Cooper enjoys walks and Swiss 
cheese Cheez-its. Go and meet 
handsome Cooper today! As part 
of his adoption, Cooper has been 
microchipped, brought current on 
his shots and neutered. He does 
require daily eye medication that 
will be discussed at the meet and 
greet.   

DOB: April 2, 2012. 
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The joy and laughter we all experience with family during 

the holidays can be overshadowed with feelings of uncertainty if 

you’re concerned about finding the right senior living solution. 

Everyone deserves a stress-free holiday so we’re making it 

easy by customizing a solution that’s right for you or your 

loved one.

Don’t let the holidays get in your way. If you sign a lease 

before December 23, 2013, the base monthly fee is locked in 

for life! Call today to learn about our convenience solutions and 

the additional benefits we can offer. Your family can celebrate 

the holidays together with peace of mind having made the 

right decision, which for a short time also includes exclusive 

benefits.

®	Reg.	U.S.	Patent	and	TM	Ofce.	ALL	THE	PLACES	LIFE	CAN	GO	is	a	Trademark	of	Brookdale	Senior	Living	Inc.,	Nashville,	TN,	USA.	52130-ROP01-1213-LB

This is a limited time offer and is subject to availability and the type of apartments that have been designated for this exclusive holiday offer.

Call 1-866-947-9193 today to discuss a customized plan 
before time runs out on this exclusive holiday offer. 

Lock in Base Monthly Fee for Life!

PEACE OF MIND
Give Your Family 

3910 Galen Court  |  Sun City Center, FL 33573

Assisted Living Facility # AL9634
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Air Force
Air Force Airman James Cuevas 

graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

Cuevas is the son of Hilda Diaz 
of Riverview, Fla., and Alberto 
Cuevas of Lynn, Mass.

He is a 2010 graduate of 
Riverview High School.

Air Force Airman 1st Class 
Colby T. Fairfax graduated from 
basic military training at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San 
Antonio, Texas.

Fairfax is the son of Kevin and 
Nanci Fairfax of Riverview.

He is a 2008 graduate of 
Riverview High School.

Air Force Airman Brandon E. 
Gorgas graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

Gorgas is the son of Erich and 
Dustina Gorgas of Riverview.

He is a 2008 graduate of 
Newsome High School, Lithia.

Air Force Reserve Airman 1st 
Class Benjamin Miranda gradu-
ated from basic military training at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
San Antonio, Texas.

Miranda is a 2005 graduate of 
Riverview High School.

Air Force Airman Jarryd N. 
Rita graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

Rita is the son of Kimberly and 
Antonio Rita of Riverview.

He is a 2012 graduate of East 
Bay High School, Gibsonton.

These airmen completed an 
intensive, eight-week program 
that included training in military 
discipline and studies, Air Force 
core values, physical fitness, 
and basic warfare principles and 
skills.

Airmen who complete basic 
training earn four credits toward 
an associate in applied science 
degree through the Community 
College of the Air Force.

Army
Army Pvt. Carlos A. Galeano 

has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Colum-
bia, S.C.

Galeano is the grandson of 
Miguel Coll of Riverview.

Army Pvt. Richard W. Hall 
has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Colum-
bia, S.C.

Hall is the son of Christina Hall 
of Apollo Beach.

He is a 2011 graduate of East 
Bay High School, Gibsonton.

During the nine weeks of train-
ing, each soldier studied the Army 
mission, history, tradition and 
core values, physical fitness, and 
received instruction and practice 
in basic combat skills, military 
weapons, chemical warfare and 
bayonet training, drill and cer-
emony, marching, rifle marksman-
ship, armed and unarmed combat, 
map reading, field tactics, military 
courtesy, military justice system, 
basic first aid, foot marches, and 
field training exercises.

In Uniform

New SSSAR officers are Gordon Bassett, President; Chuck Hawley, 
Vice President; Charles Dean, Secretary; and Luther Lloyd, Regis-
trar.  Included with officers in photo is Dan Hooper, regional vice 
president FLSSAR.  Not in photo: William Love, Treasurer.

SSSAR chapter officers are elected
At the South Shore Sons of the 

American Revolution luncheon 
meeting held at Freedom Plaza on 
Nov. 2, the following current 2013 
officers were re-nominated and re-
elected for 2014: Gordon Bassett, 
President; Bill Love, Treasurer; 
Luke Lloyd, Registrar.  

Newly nominated and elected 
were Charles Dean, Secretary; 
Chuck Hawley, Vice President; Al 
Tisdale, Chaplain; Jim Pearson and 
Cliff Knox, Governors/Members 
at Large for two-year terms; Chip 
Churchill and Don Gunn, one-year 
terms. Jack Bolen was reaffirmed 
as the Tampa Chapter advisor/liai-
son to the South Shore Chapter.   

Appointed to chair committees 
were: Luke Lloyd, Awards; Chip 
Churchill, Publicity; Don Gunn, 
JRROTC; Jim Pearson, Law En-
forcement; Chuck Hawley, Web 
Master.

At the same meeting Compa-
triot Charles Alfred Churchill was 

given an award citation and the 
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal in 
recognition of his long years of 
SAR service and his hard work 
in helping create the South Shore 
SAR chapter.

All officers were inducted at the 
Saturday, Dec. 7 luncheon at 11:30 
a.m. at Freedom Plaza. Wives of 
SAR members and DAR members 
are welcome to attend all monthly 
meetings.

The South Shore SAR Chap-
ter serves the communities of 
Apollo Beach, Brandon, Ruskin, 
Riverview, Sun City Center, Gib-
sonton, Wimauma and Valrico.  
Activities include a variety of pro-
grams that promote the patriotic, 
educational and historical inter-
ests resulting from the American 
Revolution.

Anyone wishing to attend a fu-
ture meeting should call Treasurer 
Bill Love at 813-634-2749.

Locally created art is donated to Hillsborough County
Hillsborough County’s visual 

art collection is richer after ac-
ceptance by the Board of County 
Commissioners on Nov. 6 of two 
donations recommended by the 
Public Art Committee.

The first donation, North/South/
East/West Tampa, is a suite of four 
mixed-media photographic assem-
blies by Steven S. Gregory cel-
ebrating the history and character 
of all parts of Tampa. Gregory, a 
photographic artist whose work is 
rooted in his innate curiosity, had 
his first public showing at the 2005 
Gasparilla Festival of the Arts, 
where he was chosen as the Best 
Emerging Artist. Since then he has 
received a Hillsborough County 
Individual Artist Grant, a State of 
Florida Artist Fellowship, and was 
commissioned as a City of Tampa 
Photographer Laureate. His photo-
graphs are in numerous collections 
throughout the country, including: 
Polk Museum of Art, The Center 
for Fine Art Photography, Florida 
State University, Tampa General 
Hospital, Shumaker, Loop, & Ken-
drick, LLP, Robert & Elizabeth 
Sanchez Collection, and the City 
of Tampa Public Art Collection. 
The donated artworks will initially 
be displayed in County Center.

The second donation, the 12-foot-
high sculpture Key Tree, provided 
by the Arts Council of Hillsbor-
ough County, was a collaboration 
between Robert G. Woods, a Plant 
City artist, and 60 fifth grade stu-
dents of Tampa Palms Elementary 
School. Woods pursues his artist 
journey through commissioned 
sculptures incorporating various 

North/South/East/West Tampa by Steven Gregory

materials, such 
as stainless 
steel, cold steel, 
brass copper, 
blown glass and 
paint. He creat-
ed the steel tree 
sculpture, and 
approximately 
4,000 keys 
were collected 
and installed 
on the tree’s 14 
ridged branch-
es as a student 
project partially 
funded by the 
Arts Council of 
Hil lsborough 
County. The 
sculpture will 
be installed on 
the rear patio of 
the New Tampa 
Library.

Hillsborough 
County’s An-
nual Public Art 
Plan enhances the appearance of 
public buildings and spaces to ex-
pand the historical, cultural, and 
creative knowledge of citizens. 
The Public Art Program has not 
accepted a donation of artwork 
since 2008 when Winter Morn on 
the Alafia was donated by Ronald 
Friedman.

The Public Art Program has in-
stallations at 37 different locations 
across Hillsborough County and 
all are open to the public for view-
ing. Recent installations include:

• Fructose of Orthos sculpture at 
MOSI, by Robert Chambers

• Where Do We Go? murals at 
Brandon Head Start, by Michael 
Parker

• Ride the Sky mural at Apollo 
Beach Skate Park, by Tim Payne

• William of Orange photograph 
at Animal Services, by William 
Wegman

• Mangrove photograph at Sef-
fner Mango Branch Library, by 
Carlton Ward

Images and locations of the pub-
lic art in Hillsborough County’s 
collection can be found online at 
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/in-
dex.aspx?NID=2114.

Jewelry is on the wish lists of a 
quarter of respondents in a 2013 
holiday survey by the National Re-
tail Federation. Is it on yours?

Choices are many when it comes 
to gifting with necklaces, earrings 
or bracelets. If you’re shopping for 
costume jewelry, there are no rules. 
This generally low-priced option 
allows you to pick pieces without 
being concerned about being ripped 
off.

But if you’re shopping for real 
bling — diamonds, gemstones or 
pearls — you’ll want to wade care-
fully into the jewelry aisles to be 
sure you’re not taken for a ride. 
Start by doing your homework. 
Several websites outline differenc-
es between 24K gold and 14K gold, 
diamonds vs. cubic zirconia, natu-
ral gemstones vs. laboratory-creat-
ed gemstones and cultured pearls 
vs. imitation pearls. Doing this re-
search will also help you determine 
what you can reasonably afford.

Another key to buying the perfect 
piece of jewelry is to know what the 
recipient likes and wears. Does she 
wear mostly colorful and chunky 
costume jewelry? Or does she opt 

for gemstone pendants? Does she 
(or he) wear studs or hoops? Does 
he prefer tungsten or copper?

When you’re ready to shop in ear-
nest, Better Business Bureau Serv-
ing West Florida advises:

Location. If you’re interested in 
trying a new or unfamiliar online 
merchant, ask the company for 
its physical location (address and 
phone number) so you can check its 
BBB Business Review at www.bbb.
org; or through BBB’s online mo-
bile app accessible on your Smart-
phone at m.bbb.org.

Know their policies. Determine 
the company’s refund and return 
policies before you buy. If online 
companies can’t offer concrete 
commitments on how they will 
handle any potential problems you 
may have with their products or 
services, reconsider doing business 
with them.

Understand all the charges. Be 
sure you have a thorough under-
standing of everything involved 
before placing an order. Be clear 
on the total cost of the transaction, 
including tax, any shipping and 
handling and other related charges. 

Better Business Bureau advises ...
What to look for when buying jewelry

Know the terms of any product or 
service guarantees, including any 
known delays or shortages of stock. 
Find out how long it will be before 
you receive your order.

Guard your personal informa-
tion. Only provide your credit card 
number online in a secure environ-
ment. Look for the prefix “https://” 
in the URL box listing the website’s 
address to be sure that the site you 
are using is secure. Review the com-
pany’s Privacy Policy to understand 
how your personal information may 
be used.

Ask about post-holiday poli-
cies. If you’re buying as a gift, ask 
whether it will accept returns when 
the season is over. If not, consider 
buying elsewhere or taking more 
time to be sure the item is exactly 
what you want before making the 
purchase.

Third party seals of approval. 
Make sure any third party seals of 
approval are current and can be 
verified to confirm the company’s 
commitment to those standards.

To check the reliability of a com-
pany and find trustworthy business-
es, visit BBB.org.

Business slow? Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation of 48,000 papers every 
week! We offer many options in every price range...from classified ads to full 
pages. Call 813-645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative 
today. For more information visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net
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Applied 
over 

Spray 
Crete,  

Stucco, 
Wood,  

Block  or 
Metal

Lifetime 
Warranty
Lifetime

Weather-
Proofing

Coupon
worth

$1,000
®NEVER PAINT, SPRAY-CRETE or 

STUCCO YOUR HOUSE AGAIN!

3 DAYS IN & OUT

CLIMATE PROOF COATING
WHOLE HOUSE FLEX-COATED™

OUR 7-STEP PROCESS #1 SINCE 1960
• Seal below ground level, weatherproofing
• Hydro Wash — heavy cleaning
• Mask off all windows and doors
• Patch all cracks and breaks
• Apply special all-purpose primer
• Trim around doors & windows (where needed)
• Apply climate proof coating

SPRAY-COAT EXTERIORS INC.
$1495

1-800-704-7926 • 941-739-6699

Priced with
coupon discount

Up to 1500 sq. ft.
Expires 12/31/13

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Brandon  •  Sun City Center
 Call Toll Free: 855.289.7725

© 2013 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

Hear Your Best for the 
Holidays this Year!

Schedule a FREE Hearing Screening!

Family. Friends. Festivities.  The joyous sounds of the holidays are fast 
approaching - which means it’s the perfect time for a FREE Hearing 
Check-up.  Don’t let another year with hearing loss dampen your cheer. 

Total Experience  
  • World Class Hearing Care
  • Most complete and accurate  
     hearing check-up. 

Total Selection  
  • HearUSA offers a broad 
     selection of advanced hearing 
     aids from trusted brands.

Total Technology  
  • Video Otoscope examination – 
     a look inside your ear to 
     determine if you have ear wax.

Call today for your
FREE Hearing
Check-up! 60-Day Trial

Restrictions apply, call for details.

a pair of Siemens 3mi hearing aids*
*With purchase of a pair of 3mi model only. 

Everyday Price $2695 each. Sale Price $2295 each. 
Not valid with any other offer or discount.

$800 OFF

Hear Your Best for the 
Holidays this Year!

Schedule a FREE Hearing Screening!
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South Hillsborough Elks Lodge 
#2672 Upcoming Activities

Every Sunday - Football, 1 p.m.. 5 high-definition TVs.
Every Monday starting Jan. 6 - Karaoke for Elks and guests, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Every Tuesday –Jam Session – 3 p.m. - 5ish. No charge for all Elks and 

their guests.
Every Wednesday – Best Spaghetti in Town - $7, All You Can Eat, for all 

Elks and their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.
Every Friday - Seafood, Sandwiches, and a Chef’s Special for all Elks and 

their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.  
The Lodge will be closed Dec. 23 - Jan. 6, except for Sundays when foot-

ball will continue, still at 1 p.m. with 5 high definition TVs.  
The South Hillsborough Elks Lodge is a clean, smoke-free environment 

that accepts all major credit and debit cards and is located at 1630 US Hwy 
41 S. in Ruskin. Telephone 813-645-2089.

Moonglow Holiday Dance is Dec. 26
Moonglow Ballroom Dance Club will feature the live music of Rudy 

Rosa at its Holiday Dance from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 26 
at Community Hall, 1910 S. Pebble Beach Blvd. in Sun City Center. 
Take your holiday visitors along to enjoy dancing and/or listening to this 
unique entertainer. 

The attire is dressy casual. Members are free and visitors/guests pay $5 
per person at the door. Singles table(s) available. BYOB  and snacks; the 
club provides ice, water, cups and napkins.

Moonglow schedules monthly dances year-round for those who enjoy 
dancing and/or listening to live music. 

The Club’s Annual Dinner Dance on Thursday, Jan. 23, will be open to 
the public. Suncoast Catering will serve a delicious meal with two entree 
choices and appetizers included. BYOB. Mario DeLeon will provide 
dance music after the dinner. Paid reservations will be due Jan. 15.  For 
more information,  call 813-633-1297 or 813-642-8845.  If you would 
like to receive Moonglow Information by email, contact  gail3357@
gmail.com.

    
Oaxaca Cyclist

During December and January, the Baobab Tree Gallery in Bra-
denton will feature a new menagerie of delightful painted animals 
and fanciful figures from the wood carvers and painters from the 
small towns surrounding Oaxaca City, Mexico. These one-of-a-kind 
hand-carved sculptures spring from the dreams and imaginations of 
skilled village artisans.

In addition, the gallery will offer a collection of hand-blown glass 
necklaces from the island of Murano, Italy, just a short boat ride 
from Venice. Each unique necklace is a piece of art that reflects the 
tradition of years of Italian glass-making.

Baobab Tree Gallery offers fanciful wood carvings
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Goodson
Produce
Market

C.R. 672 E. (3-1/3 miles east of 301) Balm, FL
(813) 634-7790

Open Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. -6 p.m. 

CLOSED Christmas Day (Wed., Dec. 25)

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 1/23/14

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

813.685.2939

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095
OB

N

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 1/2/14

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Winn-Dixie announces holiday hours

All Winn-Dixie stores will open at their regular time and close at 9 
p.m. on Christmas Eve, with pharmacies closing at 5 p.m. All Winn-
Dixie stores will be closed on Christmas Day.

In addition, all Winn-Dixie stores will be open during regular hours 
on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day; however, pharmacy hours will 
vary. All pharmacies will close at 5 p.m. on New Year’s Eve and will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on New Year’s Day.

Niche cruises become new popular travel trend
Themed cruises are a popular new trend for travelers looking for 

something different. Now cruises are being tailored to travelers’ taste in 
music, art, and culinary intrigue. AAA’s newest niche cruise, Rocky and 
the Rollers’ Rockin’ the Caribbean (Royal Caribbean Lines), is the most 
popular with more than 2,500 people booked.

“There is such a growing demand for niche travel that AAA will expand 
its portfolio to 60s, disco, country, and jazz cruises. We’re also creating 
special interests trips focused on sports, culinary, and the arts,” said Julio 
Soto, AAA Travel director. 

Rockin’ the Caribbean Cruise sails to the Western Caribbean on April 
27, 2014. The final day to book is January 14. To reserve a cabin, contact 
your local AAA office.

A second generation joins A-1 Connection Realty
A second generation has again joined A-1 Connection Realty in Sun 

City Center. Greg and Kathy Bolduc have been coming to SCC to visit 
family for the past 20 years. Their decision to follow in the real estate 
footsteps of Kathy’s mother Pat Wilbert and aunt Beverly Parker was 
driven by the desire to continue the successful real estate path athat was 
laid before them.

The experience that Greg and Kathy bring with them will be extremely 
beneficial for their future clients. Greg brings a 25 year business career 
with a Fortune 500 company and most recently as an owner of an 
excavating business. As for Kathy, she has a 30+ year career in the social 
services field as well as being a certified real estate agent in the states of 
Ohio and Massachusetts. Kathy has also been helping out at Beverly’s 
Estate Sales in the SCC area.

You can reach this second generation team by contacting the A-1 
Connection Realty office at 813-633-2020 or directly at 781-706-1445 
(Greg) or 774-454-3499 (Kathy).

Left to right, are Beverly Parker, Kathy Bolduc, Greg Bolduc and Pat 
Wilbert of the A-1 Connection Realty team.

Edward Jones Ranks No. 1 in National Survey
For the 19th time, the financial-services firm Edward Jones ranked 

number one in the WealthManagement.com/REP magazine annual 
survey of the nation’s six largest financial services firms, according to the 
following Edward Jones financial advisors in the South County area.

• Jim Kelly,  Edwards Jones in Sun City Center,  located at 3842 State 
Road 674,  can be reached at 813-633-0044.
REP. magazine randomly selects financial advisors nationwide and 

asks them to rank their firms in various categories. Edward Jones’ overall 
score was 9.5 out of 10 possible points.  The firm scored top marks across 
the board, earning near perfect scores in overall ethics (9.8) and public 
image (9.7), according to WealthManagment.com.

For more information about Edward Jones, please contact an area 
advisor or visit www.edwardjones.com. Member SIPC.
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday.8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil....................4:00 p.m.
Daily ................................ 8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-481-9060

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:30 a.m. .................................Contemporary Service
9:30 a.m. ......................................... Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. ...............................Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. ....................................... Traditional Service
4:00 p.m. ........................................Hispanic Worship

Senior Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Samuel Rorer

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

(813) 634-1304 ~ www.uccsuncity.org

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH  ~ United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla AVE, Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329
A Caring Church United in God's Love Serving Others

Rev. Dr. Jean M. Simpson
Worship Services ~ 8:30 and 10 AM

Wimauma Church of God
Sunday School ................................ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Worship ............... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ............. 7:00 p.m.

5504 S.R. 674, Wimauma, FL 33598 • 813-634-4776Pastor Tom Durrance

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Reverend David Allman, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Prayer - Praise - WorshiP
The Anointing Church

324 Green Manor Drive, SCC, FL • 813-922-6640
www.theanointingchurch.com

Area Places of Worship

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.sccuu.org

Without the abundance of the heart nothing great can 
happen. — Paul Tillich

Area Obituaries
Lorraine K. Caldwell
Lorraine K. Caldwell, 91, of Riverview 

passed away December 9, 2013. 
Lorraine was born July 29, 1922, in 
Birmingham, Alabama, to the late 
James and Hattie Mae Bailey, Sr. 
Lorraine opened the first beauty salon 
in Riverview and provided services for 
40 years. 

Lorraine’s body will rest next to her 
husband’s, the late Malcolm Caldwell, 
in Hackney Cemetery. Per her wishes, 
there will be no services. Lorraine is 
survived by sons Roger Van Fleet 
and Herbert Van Fleet; daughters 
Jacqueline Nanwani and Ginger 
Hodge; brother Cecil Bailey; sisters 
Marjorie Patterson, Barbara LeDoux, 
and Lois Hart; five grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Bradenton Gospel Tabernacle, 1218 7th 
Ave. East, Bradenton, Florida 34208.

Arrangements by Serenity Meadows 
Memorial Park, Riverview.

Donald Joseph Cantwil
Donald Joseph Cantwil, 81, of 

Sun City Center, Fla. passed away 
December 9, 2013. He served in the 
United States Army during the Korean 
Conflict. He retired from Columbus 
Equipment as a Field Service Engineer 
and later worked for Freedom Plaza as 
a driver for 16 years. 

Survivors include his wife of 28 years, 
Jo Ann; children Diana (Tim) Erdmann, 
Donald P. (Debra) Cantwil, Deborah 
Petersheim (David), Dawn (Stephen) 
Hertzfeld, Jeffrey H. Miller and Juliann 
(Joe) Bagwell; nine grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. A funeral 
Mass was held Wednesday, December 
11, at Prince of Peace Catholic Church, 
Sun City Center, Fla. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to Prince of 
Peace Catholic Church, 702 Valley 
Forge Boulevard, Sun City Center, 
Fla 33573. Arrangements by Sun City 
Center Funeral Home.

Preston Edward 
Cunningham

Preston (Pret) Edward Cunningham, 
84, of Sun City Center, Fla., passed 
away on December 11, 2013. He was 
born in Hellam, Pa. on November 24, 
1929 to the late Spurgeon and Estella 
(Reever) Cunningham. 

Preston is survived by his wife 
of 62 years, Juanita L (Whetzel) 
Cunningham, Sun City Center, Fla.; 
daughters Sandy McAfee of Conway, 
S.C.; Debra Fonda of Myrtle Beach, 
S.C.; Beverly Hoak of Columbia, Pa.; 
son Michael Cunningham of Jupiter, 
Fla.; seven grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

He is also survived by brothers  
Spurgeon, James, Clarence, Kenneth, 
Blaine, Barry, Allen, Mark and Robert; 
sisters June Clinton, Gladys Beck, Patsy 
Heiland, Alma Klahold, Darlene Evans, 
Phyllis Dellinger, Mary Lou Gross, Judy 
Fourhman and Linda Wilson.

Preston was predeceased by son 
Richard Cunningham and brother 
Dennis Cunningham.

Preston served in the U.S. Army and 

was a member of the Hellam VFW, 
American Legion, Hawks Club, Elks 
Club, Vikings, York Motorcycle Club, 
and former member of the Shriners. 
He was an avid golfer and previous 
member of Cool Creek Country Club 
in Wrightsville, Pa. and Sandpiper Golf 
Club in Sun City Center, Fla.

In lieu of flowers, the family is 
requesting that donations be made to 
LifePath Hospice in Ruskin, Fla.

Nancy White Eastburn
Nancy White Eastburn passed away on 

December 6, 2013 after 10 happy years 
at Neshaminy Manor in Doylestown, Pa. 
She was 104 years young.

Born in Philadelphia, she was the 
daughter of the late Robert G. and 
Anna Bradley White and the sister of 
the late Helen White Peddle and the 
late Robertson White.

Nancy was the beloved wife of 
the late William H. Eastburn II, who 
passed away in 1997, and mother of 
Gail Eastburn-Schultz of Scarborough, 
Maine, the late William H. Eastburn III 
and the late Linda Bradley Eastburn.  
She was the mother-in-law of Connie 
A. Eastburn of Doylestown and the late 
Arthur B. Schultz.

With her engaging charm and a great 
sense of humor, she was affectionately 
known as “Nana Banana.” She was 
the grandmother of Page Eastburn 
O’Rourke of Yarmouth, Me., Holly 
Eastburn MacEwan of Falmouth, Me., 
William H. Eastburn IV of New Hope, 
Pa., Christopher Eastburn of Arlington, 
Mass. and Brooke Eastburn of Charlotte, 
N.C., and great-grandmother of twelve.

Nancy and her husband lived in 
Wayne, Pa. before moving to Rhode 
Island. In the summers, family and 
friends would gather outside her 
Weekapaug cottage for Nancy’s  
famous clam fritters.  

In the mid-seventies, they retired 
to Sun City Center, Florida where 
Nancy enjoyed playing golf, bridge 
and flourished as an artist.  She won 
numerous awards for her paintings 
as well as being president of the Art 
Club in Sun City Center. She was an 
active member of the Sun City Center 
Emergency Squad and in January of 
2000 she was named a Deacon of St. 
Andrew Church in Florida.

The Eastburn family would like to thank 
the wonderful people  at Neshaminy 
Manor for their warm friendship, enriching  
activities, and loving care for Nancy.  A 
memorial service to celebrate Nancy’s 
life is being planned by her family for the 
near future. www.fluehr.com

William Charles Ladue
William (Bill) Charles Ladue, 71, of 

Sun City Center, Fla./Milton, Vt. passed 
away peacefully on December 12, 2013 
following a brief illness, surrounded by 
his loving wife and children. 

Bill was married to the love of his 
life, Anne (Pixie), with whom he shared 
over 50 years of wedded bliss. He 
is also survived by his four children: 
SFC Phillip Ladue and his wife Julie of 
Highgate, Vt. and their children Morgan 
and Sean, Jeff Ladue of Bradenton, 
Fla. and his children Olivia and Jake, 
Matthew Ladue and his wife Dawn of 
Fort Bragg, N.C., and Nicolle Morrison 
and her husband Don of Reno, Nev. 
and their children Noah and Jonas. 

Bill is also survived by brother 
Fred Ladue of Cambridge, Vt./Mims, 
Fla. and sister Helen Golaovich of 
Burlington, Vt. 

Condolences may be sent to 1204 
Fordham D., Sun City Center, FL 33573. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be given to the Sun City Center 
Emergency Squad, 720 Ray Watson 
Dr, Sun City Center, FL 33573. 

Dr. Gaspar Salvador
Dr. Gaspar Rafael Salvador, 69, of 

Cortez died Tuesday Dec. 3, 2013 at 
Tidewell Hospice following a brave 
battle with cancer.  

Gaspar Salvador was born October 
23, 1944, in Camaguey, Cuba, the son 
of Hortensia and Gaspar Salvador.

Gaspar was a U.S. Air Force veteran.  
He received his medical degree from 
the University of Seville, Spain. 

He was a family practice physician 
at Sunhill Medical Center and the 
medical director at Sun Terrace 
Rehabilitation Center for 34 years in 
Sun City Center.   

He is survived by his wife of 41 
years, Judy Weidner Salvador. He is 
also survived by son Stan (Samantha); 
grandchildren Sophie and Levi; sister 
Silvia Munoz; aunt Catalina Zaldivar; 
nephew Francisco Muñoz; niece 
Tashi Muñoz and her children Jaím 
and Ayla. 

Dr Sal had a lifelong passion for 
boating and deep-sea fishing.

Cremation has taken place. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made 
to Wounded Warrior Project (http://
support.woundedwarriorproject.org).     

Continued on page 29 X
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 

Traditional Service 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after each Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

(813) 645-6102
Sunday Service ........................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School .........................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service ...................................................4:00 p.m.
Reading Room ...............................Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

 Masses
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ..................................... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español .........Sabado 6:00 p.m.; Domingo 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession .................Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:15 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

S S

“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) .... 9:00 a.m. Sunday Evening Service ............ 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School ........................................... 9:30 am. Wednesday Evening Service ...... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............................ 10:55 a.m. Thursday Morning Prayer .......... 10:00 a.m.

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085

Worship Service @10:30 am
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 am

1707 33rd Street Southeast
Ruskin, Florida 33570

www.firstchristiansuncitycenter.com

Phone: 813-419-4930
Minister Mike Grant

Fir

st Chr istia n Church

Sun  Ci ty  Ce n te r  Fl o r i d a

FCC SCC

Area Places of Worship

Kenneth B. Yeager III
Kenneth B. Yeager III, 32, of Apollo 

Beach passed away December 4, 
2013 at LifePath Hospice due to 
complications of diabetes.

Survivors include mother Sandra 
Yeager, father Kenneth Yeager, Jr., 
sister Heather Yeager, aunt/godmother 
Sherian McIntyre of Pa., and many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.

Kenny will always be remembered 
and forever missed.

A Memorial Service will be held at 
3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 21, 2013 at 
LifePath Hospice House, 908 Upper 
Creek Dr., Sun City Center.

In lieu of flowers, the family wishes 
that donations be made to the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation.

The three Guerrero sisters (from left) Haileigh, age 11; Kyleigh, 8; 
and Aleigh, 4 are excited to be in a photo with Santa and Baby Je-
sus.

Community Christmas Party: Join 
Santa Claus at St. Andrew

All children, young and old, are invited to visit with Santa when he 
arrives on Thursday, Dec. 19 to worship the Christ Child at St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church. Each year Santa and Mrs. Claus love to be the 
first people to wish Jesus “Happy Birthday!” Santa and Mrs. Claus 
will arrive at 3 p.m. and stay until 6:30 p.m. that night to greet children 
and adults at the church, located at 1239 W. Del Webb Blvd. in Sun 
City Center. Homemade cookies and hot chocolate will be served in 
Fellowship Hall. Please join Santa to celebrate the gift that God gave 
to all of us: Jesus Christ. 

 

Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
in Sun City Center holds an out-
reach ministry called “Come and 
See,” a kind of Catholic Open 
House, each third Friday of the 
month from 1-2 p.m. in the Cone-
sa Center. The next session will be 
Friday, Dec. 20. 

This is an opportunity for non-
Catholics to learn more about the 
Catholic faith. The format is one 
of informal questions and an-
swers, discussions about the faith, 
the Church and its traditions. All 
are invited to come as often as 
needed.  

Unitarian Spirit of 
Christmas

Arch Bush will review some 
memorable ideas about the Christ-
mas holiday from notable Unitar-
ians, including Charles Dickens 
and Dr. A. Powell Davies, at the 
Thursday, Dec. 19 service of the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of SCC. 

The Fellowship meets at 7 p.m. 
in the Henry Gibson social hall 
of the Beth Israel Synagogue on 
Del Webb Blvd. East. All are wel-
come. 

Prince of Peace asks you to ‘Come 
and See’

If you or someone in your circle 
of family and friends has shown an 
interest in, has some unanswered 
questions or perhaps misconcep-
tions about the Catholic Church, 
or is looking for a spiritual home, 
perhaps “come and see” would be 
helpful. All inquiries are welcome, 
and there is no cost or obligation. 
For more information, contact 
Marilyn Vahovich: 813-634-6900.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
is located at 702 Valley Forge 
Blvd. in Sun City Center. More in-
formation can be found on www.
popcc.org.

Live Nativity at 
Ruskin United 
Methodist Church

The youth group at 
Ruskin United Methodist 
Church will present two 
live performances 
telling the story 
of the birth 
of Christ 
on Saturday, 
Dec. 21 
at 6 and at 7 p.m. Both perfor-
mances are free.

This is the eighth year that the 
youth have scheduled this re-
enactment. 

As in the past, live animals will 
be a part of the presentation so 
parents should bring cameras for 
special photos with the cast and 
the animals in the corral. The 
manger is located on the Ruskin 
Church property with plenty of 
parking available.

Children in attendance will re-
ceive candy canes and the church 
Ladies and Men’s clubs will also 
provide hot chocolate, coffee, 
cookies and snacks.

A special addition this year 
will be members of the Ruskin 
Chorus performing select music 
to enhance the Nativity presen-
tation.

Youth members participating 
include Alaina Rinaldi, Kyle Wil-
liamson, Matt Williamson, Zack 
Williamson, Vaughan Siegrist, 
Shyanne Taylor, Cole Alter, John 
Nichols, Alex Ruiz, Lauren Ro-
driquez, Emily Anderson, Brian 
Ruiz and Brandon Cusic.

Ruskin United Methodist 
Church is located at 105 4th St. 
NW, just one block west of Hwy 
41 behind SunTrust Bank.

A beautiful tradition known as 
the “Giving Tree” was begun by 
the Saint Anne Parish Council in 
2001. The first year, approximately 
300 gifts were donated for children 
who might not otherwise have had 
the child’s joy of gifts on Christmas 
morning. That number has grown 
to 730 recipients in this, the tradi-
tion’s 13th consecutive year. 

It takes many volunteers to make 
this project a reality. The sign-up 
process begins early in November, 
primarily through the Saint Anne 
Food Pantry, although other out-
reach ministries also submit names 
for inclusion. The generic informa-
tion for each recipient is printed on 
a label, which is pasted into a card 
and hung on the tree. This year, all 
730 cards were claimed by parish-
ioners on the first weekend they 
were displayed.  Once the wrapped 
presents are placed under the tree, 
other volunteers help to organize 
the gifts for distribution.

Through the generosity of many 
parishioners, more than 7,000 

Saint Anne continues Giving Tree 
tradition

needy children have been provid-
ed for over the life of the program, 
one of many outreach ministries 
sponsored by Saint Anne Catholic 
Church in Ruskin.  Anyone inter-
ested in more information is wel-
come to visit the parish website at 
www.SaintAnneRuskin.org.

United Methodist 
Church supports the 
Salvation Army

The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center supports “Doing 
The Most Good,” the Salvation 
Army’s promise to the community 
and to all who are served by this 
organization. As the December 
Mission of The Month, members 
of the Congregation filled 400+ 
stockings and committed to “ring 
the bell” at Publix in memory of 
Sala Halm’s dedicated support of 
this mission. One of the Salvation 
Army drivers commented, “I be-
lieve this is the most stockings I 
have ever picked up at a church.”  
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Pretty Clothes
Bargain Prices!

Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

6410 Hwy. 41 N • Apollo Beach (Publix Shoppes of Apollo Beach) 813-641-8444

As seen in
Southern Living

Magazine

Now offering...
Fine Quality 

Home Interior Items
Sales Every Day!

DON’T FORGET
3rd Saturday of each 

month is our Customer 
Appreciation Sale

up to 75% OFF

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of 

the Armed Forces!

Christmas at the United Methodist 
Church

“The Promise of Light,” a Christmas musical by Joel Raney, inspired 
1,200 in attendance at the United Methodist Church of Sun City Center 
on Sunday, Dec. 8. Senior pastor Warren Langer welcomed the near-
capacity congregation. 

Under the direction of Jeff Jordan, director of Worship Arts, the Praise 
Team, the 50-voice Chancel Choir, and church organist Valerie South-
well, along with church musicians and technicians, joined together to 
offer a unique blend of Christmas music.  J.A.M., the church’s Chil-
dren’s Performance Choir, carried lighted candles, symbolizing the “the 
promise of light.” 

Jeff Jordan perhaps said it best, “Everyone present felt the true spirit of 
Christmas in worship this morning.”  

For information on upcoming Christmas events at the church, contact 
Jeff Jordan at 813-634-2539.

And while they were there, the time came for her 
baby to be born. She gave birth to her first child, a son. 
She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no lodging available 
for them.

That night there were shepherds staying in the 
fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of 
the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory 
surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. 
“Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring 
great joy to all people. The Savior — yes, the Messiah, the Lord — 
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will 
recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in 
strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others — the armies 
of heaven — praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with 
whom God is pleased.” 

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each 
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 

They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was 
the baby, lying in the manger.

Visit us at: SowerMinistries.org.

Seeds From the Sower
Michael A. Guido, D.D.

Metter, Georgia

South Bay Church Christmas week 
services

South Bay Church, located at 13498 U.S. 301 South in Riverview, will 
offer family services this Sunday, Dec. 22, at 8:15, 9:45 and 11:30 a.m. 
The South Bay Kids area will be open for children from birth to three 
years old only. This service is designed to emulate the warmth of a family 
gathering around the living room singing Christmas and worship songs.

On Christmas eve there will be three services: 3, 4:30 and 6 p.m. South 
Bay Kids will be open for all students, newborn to fifth grade.

This year’s message is centered around the true meaning of Christmas 
... Simply Jesus. Join Pastors David Speicher and David Oates in 
celebrating the simplicity of the season.

For more information, visit www.SouthBay.cc or call the church office 
at 813-677-0721.

Songs of Christmas fill the air
Members of the Presbyterian Women circles at St. Andrew Presby-
terian Church met recently to enjoy a Christmas tea party.  Each 
table was decorated by a different circle. Vocal entertainment at 
the tea was provided by, standing from left, Carol Quam and Vallie 
Cosper,  with Claire Hadley accompanying on the piano.  St. Andrew 
is located at 1239 Del Webb Blvd. West in Sun City Center.

UMC to 
screen 
‘The 
Christmas Wish’

On Friday, Jan. 10, the United 
Methodist Church of Sun City 
Center will host The Christmas 
Wish, with doors opening at 6:30 
p.m.

Businessman Will Martin (Neil 
Patrick Harris) tries to uncover a 
family secret for his grandmother 
Ruth Martin (Debbie Reynolds) 
after he returns to a small town 
to modernize his family’s real-es-
tate company. During Thanksgiv-
ing dinner, Ruth tells him she has 
discovered a woman named Lil-
lian in her husband’s journals. He 
had visited her every Christmas 
Eve since shortly after the death 
of their son and daughter-in-law 
in a car accident. Ruth’s Christ-
mas wish is to find out who Lil-
lian is.The search takes him on a 
journey through his grandfather’s 
life and helps him understand the 
true meaning of love and forgive-
ness.

Come early for popcorn and cof-
fee. Cookies, tea and water will 
also be served, as well as home-
made cookies freshly baked by the 
Good News & the Disciples Sun-
day School Classes.

The Christmas Wish is not closed 
captioned and is about an hour and 
a half long.
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Have a bright sunny day
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Win for losing  
Weight loss support group. Begins 
Jan. 19, Apollo Beach. Get a head 

start on your New Years resolu-
tion. Register today. 813-690-

6424

Mary & Martha House ThrifT STore
1009 1st Street SW • Ruskin

OPEN:  Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
and Saturday 8 a.m. to noon

WE HAVE FURNITURE, TOO!

S.R. 674

U.
S.

 4
1

1s
t S

t. 
SW

Donation drop offs accepted 
TUeSDAY thru friDAY oNLY
All donations must be
clean and in 
usable condition.

All proceeds benefit the Mary & Martha House a 501(c)3 non-profit organization providing
emergency shelter and transitional housing for homeless and abused women and their children.

Woodland Est.

Oliver & Company, LLC

Full Service Pet Sitting

• Cats  
• Dogs  
• Birds
• Pet Taxi

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Oliver Tort

(813) 767-7225
Email: olivertort@aol.com

www.petsit.com/oliverandcompany

5-Paw Doggie Resort

Training

In-Home Pet Sitting

Day Care

Daily Walks

BOARDING
Grooming

Established 
in 2002

Now accepting new
kitty clieNts

Professional Pet Sitting Service
Lic./Ins. • www.PaulasPamperedPets.com

813-634-8894

312 gaRagE/ yaRd SalE

Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 
Indiana St., Gibsonton (1 block off 
US 41, 1 block north Gibsonton 
Dr.,) Wednesday through Saturday, 
9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, lots 
misc. Ministry First Baptist Gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

merry Christmas to all 
Above the Rest.  Come in for a 
free gift. 139 S. Pebble Beach 

Blvd., SCC. Open Christmas Eve 
day till 4pm.

Garage/ moving sale. 2105 Sterling 
Glen, SCC. Friday 12/20 Noon-
4pm. Saturday 12/21, 8am-1pm. 
Furniture, pictures, area rugs, 
kitchen, glassware, home decor.

SCC 1601 & 1624 Bentwood Dr., 
Thursday & Friday, 12/19 & 12/20, 
8am-2pm. From soup to nuts.  Ev-
erything must go

Garage sale. 826 Birdie Way, Apollo 
Beach,  Dec. 20 & 21. Gibson guitar 
SG, Feather Weight sewing ma-
chine, antique portable dental cabi-
net, antiques. Too much to list.

312 ESTaTE SalES

The perfect piece 
Quality used furniture. 2406 Col-

lege Ave., Ruskin. Stop in you will 
be pleasantly surprised.  We buy 

& sell.  813-645-1800

Your home will be staged for 
best results. Working in

Sun City Center for 26 years.
Please feel free to call about the 

sale or its contents.
Bonded • Licensed

Cell: 508-0307
or Eve: 633-1173

Cell: 

382-7536

330 fURNiTURE

Entertainment center 8ft long, 
walnut, lights & glass doors, many 
shelves. $750. Must see to appreci-
ate.  813-642-8217 

moving  
Beautiful antique king bedroom 
set: bed, (2) end tables, dresser 

w/ mirror. Ethan Allen pullout 
couch. 38x38 Kittenger leather top 
coffee table, glass top dining room 
table w/ coral base, (6) Henry Link 
sage cushion dining chairs. SCC 
resident. Must see to appreciate.  

813-633-6768 

360 gOlf CaRTS

Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. 
Chargers, parts all related. Ronny’s 
Carts & Parts.  813-484-9855 or 
813-645-4515

1983 Club Car, excellent condition, 
new batteries, new battery changer, 
lights, horn, weather encloser. 
$1,600 Call for details  813-419-
4027, 860-637-6348 

MARINE

400 

425 SlipS OR STORagE

South Bay RV & Boat Storage. 
Specializing in outside storage for 
RVs, boats & trailers. 813-677-
2000 www.SouthBayStorage.
com

The Observer News Office 
will be closed Wednesday,  

december 25, in obser-
vance of Christmas. dead-
line for classified line ads 

will move to friday,  
december 20, at 4pm. for 

the december 26th edition

REAL ESTATE

500

U.S. Paper Money WANTED (Small or Large)
Foreign Currency WANTED

Will be buying coins 
Monday - Friday: 10 am - 3 pm

Saturday by appt. only
918 North Pebble Beach Blvd.

 (813) 634-3816
(813) 503-4189

ALWAYS BUYING SILVER COINS, 
INGOTS, Misc. & Other Mint Bars

You tried the SCC Chamber & Ruskin.
Why not try us for Extra Holiday Cash?

Wishing all our customers a very 
 Merry ChristMas!

“Your local dealer for over 24 years”

Sun City Center COINS
Collectables

RE/MAX South Shore Realty

Roberta Rowe, Realtor
Cell: 813-215-7127

Hampton (2BR/2BA) with up-leveled 
lanai, CARPORT IN KINGS POINT
.......................................................$64,900

RENTALS  
KP 2BR/2BA - 1700 sq. ft. - double-car 
garage on Golf Course. Unfurnished
................................................. $1200 /month
SCC 1BR/1BA - FURN seasonal 
..................................................$1200 /month
SCC 2BR/2BA, Oak flrs, unfurn, dbl car garage
.................................................$1200 /month

Check out your c lassified ad onl ine  

www.observernews.net

Your best Advertising Buy!

The Observer News

Always Daily Specials and 
Discounts on Tagged Items

St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
Behind St. Anne Church and next to Kennco Mfg.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.svdpruskin.org

Please call (813) 645-5255

donations needed

GREAT IDEAS FOR 
CHRISTMAS

Clothing, Unique Gifts, 
Decorations & More
Come See & Save!

New, expaNded display area
More furniture & household 

items to choose from!

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 
Thrift Store

Dec. 18, 20 & 21 
50% OFF  

all Linens and Towels
 

 Wed., Fri. & Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon

1480 E. College Ave. • Ruskin

813-641-7790

Plus — the Secret Sale

Home For Sale
Beautiful 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath

TwinTree
Corner Lot with Lake View
Completely updated Bath

 and Kitchen
With Stainless Steel Appliances

Home Warranty Included

Many Extras!
Call Marianne Crowe

Keller Williams Realty

812-230-6915

Cathy Griggs
 

813-391-8653   cathygriggs@msn.com

• PRICE REDUCED! WATERFRONT 
3/2/3+, dock, LOW insurances 
$230,000

• STUNNING CUSTOM WATERFRONT 
HOME WITH COVERED LIFT 3/2/2,  
$283,000

• BEAUTIFUL HOME IN CYPRESS 
CREEK VILLAGE, 3/2/2, no CDD, low 
HOA $176,200

• OVER 3/4 ACRE including 
BEAUTIFUL HOME 3/2/2 with pool 
$189,900

 

CLAIRE TORT
Cell: (813) 363-7250

I wish 
all my 

customers 
and 

friends 
a beautiful holiday 

season and a blessed 
Christmas! 
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RENTALS
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Classification:  ___________________  

Ad copy as you wish it to appear:

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

Name:  _____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________

To place a classified ad
call 813-645-3111 Ext. 201;
fill out the form below and fax to

813-645-1792; or mail/drop off this form at
210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

Up to 20 words
$17.00

30¢ for each 
additional word 

DEADLINE:
Ad and payment must 

be received by 4:00 p.m. 
Monday for publication in 

that week’s edition.

   $17.00 $17.30 

 $17.60 $17.90 $18.20 $18.50 

 $18.80 $19.10 $19.40 $19.70 

 $20.00 $20.30 $20.60 $20.90 

 $21.20 $21.50 $21.80 $22.10 

 $22.40 $22.70 $23.00 $23.30

 $23.60 $23.90 $24.20 $24.50

565 M.H. iN PaRkS

One bedroom mobile home in 
waterfront park with  dock. Room 
addition., with view  of  river. No 
pets $6,000. Call for info.  813-
645-2446 

610  WaTERfRONT RENTalS

Apollo Beach 2br/2ba, comfy, 
furnished condo. A/C, pool, tennis 
courts, dock. Quiet community. Sea-
sonal? Long term? Rent negotiable. 
TECO welcome.  440-666-1330 

611 HOUSES fOR RENT

Apollo Beach 3br/2ba  house for 
rent. New carpet, paint & tile. 
Fenced yard. $1,250 monthly. Non 
smoking only. Call Beth Christo, 
Century 21 Beggins.  813-714-
3811

Ruskin, 3br/2ba home with  cov-
ered porch on large lot. Well suited 
for 1-3 people.  Monthly rent $925 
with signed lease. No smoking. No 
pets. Security deposit & references 
required.   813-649-1599

2br/2ba w. laundry room on sea 
walled canal with dock. Newly 
painted ready to occupy. $850 with 
references, no pets. Call Bob 813-
610-6623

55+ community  
SCC 1br/1ba with: lawn care,  
water, sewer, trash collection, 

recreation card. No smoking, no 
pets. 813-634-9695 

Waterfront rentals. 1/2 acre, 2br/1ba, 
$850 monthly with washer/ dryer. 
Studio $650 monthly. Both with 
deposit.  941-713-2743 

SCC 2br/2ba + office on South Lake. 
1800+ sf, 20x20 screened lanai with 
great lake view. $950 monthly plus 
deposit.  831-368-6377 

612 aPTS fOR RENT

For rent: Efficiency apartments. 
Weekly rates, utilities furnished  
813-601-1542 or 813-850-7886

Ruskin, 3br/1ba, CHA, utility shed, 
washer/ dryer hookup. Very clean.  
813- 645-1447 

613 CONdOS fOR RENT

Snow birds. Apollo Beach. Totally 
furnished, 2br/1ba.  813-645-4145 
or 813-642-0681

614 dUPlEx fOR RENT

Riverview  apt,  2br/1ba, CHA, 
water, maintenance included. Tile 
floors. $600 monthly $600 security. 
Ask for Vicky 813-458-8178 or 813-
641-8400

630 M.H. RENTalS

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home 
near shopping  center in Gibsonton. 
813-601-1542 or 813- 850-7886

for Rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

Large RV for rent. $175 includes 
utilities $400 deposit. Ruskin area.  
813-363-6001 

Trailer for rent, 1 bedroom.  Riv-
erview area. Access to fishing  $175 
weekly $75 deposit. Call Nancy 
813- 677-0141

One person only. Small furnished 
trailer on private 2 acres. Riverview. 
$400 monthly, $200 deposit. Elec-
tric not included. 813-260-5219,  
813-455-1254, 

646 WaREHOUSE SPaCE

Garage & mini storage, RV lots 
& mobile home lots for rent. Call  
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

661 BUSiNESS OPP.

Food truck for sale, w/ route. 
$45,000 obo. or trade for property. 
Call Oscar 813-523-3610

704 JUNk REMOVal

Hauling/ moving.  Anything you 
don’t need,  unwanted items or 
move to your new home. Appli-
ances, furniture, trash yard debris, 
construction junk.  No job too small. 
Licensed/ Insured.  Free estimate. 
Dave 813-447-6123 

705 ClEaNiNg

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integ-
rity. Call for free estimate. 7days a 
week. Move-in, move-out, rentals. 
Insured, bonded, licensed. Ruskin, 

Apollo Beach, Sun City Center. 

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

708 MOVERS

Affordable Moving & Hauling. Local 
or long distance. Full service mov-
ing to/ from anywhere in US. Load & 
unload storage units, truck & more. 
Licensed & insured.  Free estimate.  
Call Dave 813-447-6123. Ask about 
free boxes

Harrison’s  
Moving Service.  

No job too big or small. Clean, 
honest & dependable. Licensed 
& insured. Call  813-633-5544.  

IM1340

Tony Hill Moving  
& Storage. 

 In business 40yrs. Move 1 
piece to whole household plus 

haul away anything in your way. 
Packing services available. (Fully 

Insured). Best rates. Call 813-629-
0108, 813-260-9840  US. DOT 

#434469

710 laWN CaRE

Bill’s lawn Service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 
Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low 

as $25 per cut. 813-293-6840

Terry’s lawn Service 
Free estimates. Mowing, trimming, 
edging. Home 813-634-2856, cell 

813-317-7679 

714 TREE REMOVal

Stump grinding/  
light Tree Trimming 
Shrubs trimmed & removed  

Ruskin, Apollo Beach, Riverview, 
Gibsonton, SCC area.  Free esti-
mate & fully Insured.   Call Tony 

Horman.  603-662-6079  

715 fill diRT/HaUliNg

Myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. 

Culvert sets, driveways, shell, 
crushed asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, 

excavating, mowing etc. Tony 
(813) 363-7963 Free estimates. 

Pittman Trucking 
 & Tractor 

 Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 
asphalt, driveway culverts.  Load-
er, backhoe, grading, bushhog, 
discing.  Install Septic System & 
drain fills. CFC#1427021.  813-

645-1883 

716 CONCRETE

Cement floors 
 driveways, side walks, patios, 

concrete foundations, decorative 
concrete driveways , etc. 25  yrs 
experience. CUC-122409. Free 

estimate.  813-417-0981 

720 HOME MaiNTENaNCE

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. In-
sured. Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun 

City Center & Kings Point. 

Call 813-649-1418 
740 MiSC. SERViCES

Hate that  
Wallpaper? 

I can remove it. Want something 
textured & painted.  Big or small, I 
can do it.  Debby. 813-434-6499

Seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, 

boat lifts & seawalls. Free inspec-
tion. Hecker Construction Co. 813-

236-9306

The Observer News Office 
will be closed Wednesday,  

December 25, in obser-
vance of Christmas. Dead-
line for classified line ads 
will move to Friday, De-

cember 20 at 4pm. for the 
December 26th edition   

Also deadline change for 
New Years are December 

27, for the January 2 edition

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210 Woodland Estates Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl

813-645-4048
www.mmprintinc.com

To Place a classified ad  
Call Beverly  

813.645.3111. ext. 201

A gated, resident-owned, waterfront, 
55+ mobile home community.

www.caribbeanisles.net • cisles1@verizon.net
John Lewis • office 813-641-7067 • cell 814-937-9978
AFFORDABLE LIVING - 3BR/2BA, 720 Sq. Ft. 
Single Wide sells furnished, including appliances and 
central AC.  The home also has a carport, a 10x15 
screen room and a shed. It’s yours for $35,900 
including the share. 
FULL-TIME OR GETAWAY - That’s your choice 
with this 2BR/2BA Double Wide with 1,350 Sq. Ft. of 
living space.  Also, there’s 150+ Sq. Ft. of living space 
in a finished addition that could be used as a family 
room, for guests, or as a home office.  The home 
sells partially furnished and includes appliances and 
central AC.  The carport is large enough for 2 cars 
and has a 8x12 shed. Set up housekeeping for 
$68,000 including the share. 

Vacant Lots from $17,000

    

Call
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 89 Years
1924 — 2013

PLENTY OF ROOM FOR YOUR FAMILY IN THIS 6BR/3BA POOL HOME! 
Formal living and dining room, spacious eat-in kitchen is open to family room. 
Large master bedroom and bath with garden tub, separate shower. Hardwood, 
ceramic tile and carpet throughout. Intercom, security and surveillance systems 
and so much more! $269,000 CALL MARGOT WARD 813-486-9480
PRICE REDUCTION ON THIS STRESS-FREE, EASY LIVING HOME!! 
THIS 2BR/1BA mobile home in Riverbreeze Mobile Home Park. Nice well-
maintained single-wide mobile home with bright and open living-dining 
room & screened porch with carport and storage room. JUST $35,000  
CALL LINDA BADGEROW 695-5515
AWESOME HOME IN GREAT LOCATION!!  3BR/2.5BA WITH SALTWATER 
POOL. Tile floors throughout, with complete privacy in backyard plus extra lot 
to build or play on. Excellent condition newer roof & A/C and lots more. CALL 
KAY PYE  FOR PREVIEW 813-361-3672 Just  $284,900.
COMMERCIAL LISTING APOLLO BEACH: Great retail location on Apollo 
Beach Blvd. Special features include: 1890 sq.ft.. built in 2006, track lighting, 
small utility kitchen, handicap bath, alarm system with digital cameras, free 
standing custom-built showcases with glass tops, shelving, mahogany wood 
trim, loads of storage. $204,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672  OR ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK 748-2201 
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!! 3.7 ACRES (MOL) on the corner of 10th St. SW 
and Woodland Estates in Ruskin. Property has zoning for a shopping center 
that allows manufacturing, all engineering drawings are available to new buy-
ers. County has already approved the plans. $299,900 KAY PYE 361-3672 OR 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
BUILDING LOT cleared with RCD-12 zoning for residential or duplex. $15,000  
CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK  748-2201
NEW LISTING!  LOOKING FOR COUNTRY & PRIVACY? Nice 3BR/2BA POOL 
home on almost an acre (.82). Very conveniently located, just off Hwy 41 in 
Ruskin and not in a flood zone! No CDD fees or HOA fees. Special features 
include:  a nice open kitchen with stainless appliances and adjoining dining area, 
ceramic tile, a gorgeous fireplace in the living room, split bedroom plan, partially 
fenced with ample parking, large screened pool with a huge lanai and more!  The 
attached two-car garage has been converted to a man-cave and a one-car ga-
rage. There is also an unattached garage and a storage building on the property. 
$199,900 CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 OR KAY PYE 361-3672
JUST LISTED: FABULOUS RIVERFRONT PROPERTY IN A PARKLIKE 
SETTING! Including almost 1 acre lot with 136 ft on water, dock, boathouse 
and lift, 3BR/3BA spacious main house with loft and pool, 1BR/1BA/kitchenette 
guest-house  and its connecting breezeway, circular driveway to carport/work-
shop area, it offers peace and seclusion, and short drive to Tampa or Sarasota. 
$450,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
KINGS POINT CONDO IN EXCELLENT CONDITION! 2BR/2BA with enclosed 
lanai + washer/dryer. Tile flooring in kitchen, living room & bath, laminate floor-
ing & walk-in closet in MB, walk-in shower & large mirror in MBA. All appliances 
stay! $42,900.  CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
NEWER 3BR/2BA MANUFACTURED HOME – Spacious, bright and so well 
maintained with high ceilings, large enclosed lanai, built-in glass china cabinet, 
newer appliances, inside utility, 2-car detached garage and a huge shed. Shady 
oak trees and nice landscaping. Boat ramp is a block away, no HOA and no 
flood insurance required! $72,500. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
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EMPLOYMENT

800

COmmUNiTy PaPERS  
Of flORida 

(CPf STaTEWidES)

CPf STaTEWidES

810 mEdiCal

870 GENERal

Kennco Mfg, located in Ruskin, is 
looking for a full time employee to 

work on our  

assembly department 
Candidate should have: Fork 

Truck Experience, high school, 
GED, or vocational training is 

preferred, but a number of years 
of experience will be strongly 

considered. Ability to read and 
build from blueprints  Solid work 
history and references  Requires 
personal tools To apply, come in 
to fill out application: Kennco Mfg 
1105 3rd Street, NE, Ruskin or call 
813-645-2591 between 8am-3pm.  
Positions eligible for [full benefits 

package].  Including paid vacation, 
401K, and Medical coverage 

Drivers $5,000 sign on bonus! Great 
pay. Consistent freight. Great miles 
on this regional account. Werner 
Enterprises: 1-855-517-2507

life Enrichment  
Coordinator  

Activity Director Certification 
preferred. Must have some 

activity experience. Must enjoy 
working with the elderly and have 

a positive attitude. We encour-
age anyone interested to apply in 
person at the facility. Sun Towers 
Retirement Community, 101 Trin-
ity Lakes Drive, Sun City Center

Help wanted. Full-time English 
speaking, energetic, outside main-
tenance worker for mobile home 
park in Riverview. Call  813-677-
4778, 8am-5pm. Monday through 
Friday only. 

875 TRadES

Kennco Mfg, located in Ruskin, is 
looking for a full time  

Certified Welder  
Candidate should have: certified 

welding certificate in mild steel ¼” 
to 1 1/3” thick. High school, GED 
or vocational training is preferred, 

but a number of years of experience 
will be strongly considered Ability to 
read and build blueprints Leadership 
skills a plus solid work history and 
references To apply, come in to fill 
out application: Kennco Mfg 1105 
3rd Street, NE, Ruskin or call 813-

645-2591 between 8:00am-3:00pm.  
Positions eligible for full benefits 
package.  Including paid vacation, 

401K, and medical coverage.

870 GENERal

diabetic Test Strips 
 WANTED!!!  TOP PRICES PAID!  

Faster-$-$-$-Cash  For Local Pickup 
Call 813-528-1480  For Free Ship-
ping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-0725  

tonyteststrips.com 

CPf STaTEWidES

   BECOME A CNA!  
1 & 2-wk Programs.  English / Es-

panol  No HS, GED, HHA Required.  
Phlebotomy / CPR / PCT   Dade 
/ Broward - 954-921-9577   W. 

Palm Beach - 561-840-8804  www.
fastCNA.com ; 

adOPTiON   
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN 

LIFE!  Many Kind, Loving, Educated 
& Financially Secure Couples Wait-

ing.  Living & Medical Expenses 
Paid.  Counseling & Transportation 
Provided.  Former Birth Moms on 
Staff!  FLORIDA ADOPTION LAW 
GROUP, P.A.   Jodi Sue Rutstein, 
M.S.W., J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, 

R.N., J.D.  1-800-852-0041  Confi-
dential 24/7 (#133050&249025)    

CPf STaTEWidES

adOPTiON   
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses 
paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  

28 years experience.  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

; FL Bar # 307084

SURROGaTE mOTHER NEEdEd 
Please help us have our baby!  

Generous Compensation Paid.  Call 
Attorney Charlotte Danciu   1-800-
395-5449   www.adoption-surroga-

cy.com ; FL Bar # 307084

CaSH fOR CaRS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

#1 Supplier! ViaGRa/ CialiS  
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, 

for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills 
FREE!  #1 Male  Enhancement. 
Discreet Shipping.  Save $500 

NOW!  888-800-1280  

Homejoy   
Professional Cleaning $20/hr  Af-
fordable.  Convenient.  Trusted.  
Book online in 2 minutes!  For 1 

HOUR FREE for new customers, go 
to: www.homejoy.com/SFL ; Or call: 

1-855-728-4569

HOUSE iNJUREd? Kitchen, 
Roofs, Plumbing, Leaks, 

Vandalism, Theft, Pipe Burst 
Claims, Mold.  All Property 
Damage Claims.  Attorney 

Charles D. Barnard  954-561-
5880  954-295-3861

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! 
BUNDLE & SAVE with AT&T 
Internet+Phone+TV and get a 
FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select 
plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-
327-5381

DirecTV - Over 140 channels only 
$29.99 a month. Triple savings! 
$636.00 in Savings, Free upgrade 
to Genie & 2013 NFL Sunday ticket 
free for New Customers.  Start sav-
ing today! 1-800-376-0868 

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) & High 
Speed Internet starting at $14.95/
month (where available.) SAVE! 
Ask About SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 1-800-438-8168  

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra?  There’s 
an Herbal Alterative that’s Safe/ Ef-
fective.  VigorCare For Men the 
perfect alternative to other products, 
with similar results.  60 Pills /99.00  
plus S &H  1-888-886-1041,  herb-
alremedieslive.com

Every baby deserves a healthy 
start. Join more than a million 
people walking and raising money 
to support the March of Dimes. The 
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

mOBilE HOmE ROOf SPE-
CialiST  free inspections  liC/
iNS CCC1327406.  all florida 
Weatherproofing & Construction.  
1-877-572-1019  

PERSONAL CREATIONS -Person-
alized holiday gifts. Order now for 
25 percent off your order of $19.00 
or more (regular priced) To redeem 
this offer, visit www.PersonalCre-
ations.com/amazing or Call 1-800-
730-1604

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital 
Phone-Satellite. You’ve Got A 
Choice! Options from ALL major 
service providers. Call us to learn 
more! CALL Today. 888-708-7137  

Wrap up your Holiday Shopping 
with 100% guaranteed, delivered–
to- the-door Omaha Steaks!  SAVE  
67% PLUS 4 FREE Burgers - Many 
Gourmet Favorites ONLY $49.99.  
ORDER Today 1-800-781-9710 
Use code 49377EKD or www.Oma-
haSteaks.com/mb54  ; 

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers 
Child Support, Custody, and Visi-
tation, Property, Debts, Name 
Change … Only One Signature 
Required!  *Excludes govt. fees!  
1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor 
& Associates

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?  
Adoption - A brave & selfless 
choice.  Medical, living & counseling 
expenses paid.  Choose the loving 
& financially secure family.  Com-
passionate Atty. Lauren Feingold 
24/7  866-633-0397  www.fklheart-
toheart.net ; #0958107

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
TRAINEES NEEDED! Become a 
Certified Microsoft Office Profes-
sional!  No Experience Needed! SC 
Train can get you job ready ASAP! 
HS Diploma/GED & PC/Internet 
needed!  1-888-212-5888

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. 
Become an Aviation Maintenance 
Tech. FAA approved training. 
Financial aid if qualified, Housing 
available. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance  866-314-6283. 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVI-
ONICS  NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  
Financial aid if qualified.  Job place-
ment assistance.  Call National 
Aviation Academy!  FAA Approved.  
Classes Starting Soon!  1-800-659-
2080   NAA.edu  

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash 
Now!! Injury Lawsuit Dragging? 
Need $500-$500,000++ within 48/
hours? Low rates Apply Now By 
Phone! 1-800-568-8321. www.
lawcapital.com  ; 

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO 
BUGS!  Buy Harris Roach Tablets. 
Eliminate Bugs Guaranteed. No 
Mess, Odorless, Long Lasting. 
Available at Ace Hardware, The 
Home Depot, Homedepot.com  

RUN FIREWORKS TENT  $$ EARN 
THOUSANDS $$  Call 813-234-
2264 / 1-239-693-1598  Hernando, 
Hillsborough, Lake, Lee, Orange, 
Pasco, Pinellas, Seminole, Sumter 
Counties only need apply.  Galaxy 
Fireworks!

GEORGIA INVESTMENT PROP-
ERTIES - Limited Inventory Avail-
able! Renovated homes, low taxes 
& insurance, Low cost of living. 
Great for homeowners or Investors 
earn 15% ROI! Starting at $29,000. 
CALL OWNER 404-550-6900  

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS  
Start a family tradition for the 
Holidays! Cabins, Vacation Homes,  
Condos. Pets welcome! Boone, 
Banner Elk, Blowing Rock. Foscoe 
Rentals 1-800-723-7341 www.fos-
coerentals.com 

RV Lot Rental South of Vero Beach 
on A1A. Beach access, marina, 
boat ramp, large heated pool over-
looking the ocean, tennis courts 
and other activities. Large cement 
lot with full hookup. Pet friendly.  
Available monthly or by the season.  
352-347-4470.

$2,000 Moves you in.  No credit nec-
essary - Owner financing his many 
Florida homes.  If you are handy, 
call 352-414-1862 or visit invest-
mentpropertiesondemand.com

CASH FOR CARS  All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not! Top Dol-
lar Paid.  We Come To You! Any 
Make/Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 
1-800-871-9638

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor 
opcion para ordenar medicamentos 
seguros y economicos.  Nuestros 
servicios de farmacia con licencia 
Canadiense e Internacional te 
proveeran con ahorros de hasta 
el 90 en todas las medicinas que 
necesites.  Llama ahora al 1-800-
261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento 
con tu primer orden ademas de 
envio gratuito. 

Canada Drug Center is your choice 
for safe and affordable medications. 
Our licensed Canadian mail order 
pharmacy will provide you with sav-
ings of up to  90 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 1-800-
749-6515,  for  $10.00 off your first 
prescription and free shipping. 

Tax 

TOTAL Thank You

Hook Up
with 5.2 million homes

in Florida!

Florida Community Paper Advertising Network
• Placement in over 125 free community publications
 throughout the state of Florida
• Easy, fast, very affordable
For complete details call Beverly at 813-645-3111 x201

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210 Woodland Estates Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl

813-645-4048
www.mmprintinc.com

DERMATOLOGY 
TECHNICIAN 

SUN CITY CENTER 
Watson Clinic, 

a large multi-specialty clinic is 
seeking a Dermatology Technician 
for our Sun City Center location. 

You must have experience or training 
in a medical healthcare facility. 

Completion of an accredited medical 
assistant program is also needed, along 

with certification by the American 
Association of Medical Assistant 
(AAMA) or American Medical 

Technologists (AMT) within 3 months 
of employment. 

Apply online at 

www.watsonclinic.com   
EOE/DFWP

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD 
Call

Beverly
at

645-3111
ext. 201

 or email: Beverly@observernews.net
up to 20 words $17 • 30¢ each additional word. 

Bold line $3 • Classified ads must be paid in advance. 
Deadline: Monday 4 p.m. for Thursday paper

Why drive 20 miles for 

your printing?  

We are your neighborhood 

printer.
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Our free consultation 

to pain-free legs.
The signs of varicose veins aren’t 
always obvious. Even if you don’t 
see veins on the surface of your 
legs, there’s a good chance your 
discomfort is a symptom of vein 
disease. Half of all men and 
women over 50 are affected by 
a vein problem. And without 
intervention, the problem will 
only get worse. Fortunately, the 
solution is a simple one.

Here’s all that’s 
standing between 
you and healthier, 
younger-looking legs:
All veins have valves. Healthy 
valves keep blood flowing only 
upward and support the weight 
of the column of blood. When 

these valves are broken, blood 
pools below. This congestion 
and increased pressure result in 
discomfort and cause fluid to 
build up and leak from the deeper 
capillaries. The result – gradual 
and continuous deterioration of 
your legs over the years. Both 
visible and hidden varicose veins 
are dangerous – they increase 
your risk of blood clots. Most 
varicose veins are hidden. Tired, 
painful legs are a symptom that 
something is wrong.

Don’t take your 
ultra-sound while 
lying down.
We test your vein valves while 
you are standing. If you have ever 
had an ultrasound of vein valves 
performed while you were lying 

down, you have had inadequate 
testing. This is a gravity issue, 
after all. Our more advanced 

methods detect valve problems 
frequently missed by less well-
equipped labs.

Vein testing is easy and painless 
and takes place right in our offices. 
At your exam appointment, our 
doctor will explain the ultrasound 
results and discuss treatment 
options with you. At Mountcastle 
Vein Centers, we offer four simple, 
advanced 20-minute procedures 
performed in our private, small 
clinic atmosphere. All four are 

painless, effective, minimally 
invasive and non-surgical. You 
can expect to return to normal 
activity the same day.

The sooner you 
call, the sooner 

Don’t let leg discomfort keep you 
from enjoying life. In most cases, 
our procedures are considered 
medically necessary and are 
covered by health insurance and 
Medicare. This is a progressive 
disease. So call today for 
your free consultation. Learn 
how to stop and reverse the 
deterioration of your legs.

PUT YOUR TIRED, 
PAINFUL LEGS INTO OUR 

SKILLED HANDS.

A simple procedure will change your life.
There are many different treatments for vein disease, 
but not all are equal. Some are obsolete, painful and 

dangerous. Ours are modern, painless and safe.

Any of these symptoms can 

signal dangerous, hidden 

varicose veins. Schedule 

a FREE consultation 

to see if our painless 

procedures can help.

£  Painful, aching legs   
£  Tired legs 
£  Leg cramps  
£  Swollen ankles
£  Skin discoloration
£  Restless legs  
£  Itching, burning skin

{

Before and after photos show dramatic 
results from advanced vein procedures.

Varicose
Vein Valves

Normal One-Way
Vein Valves

Healthy valve prevents 
reverse blood flow

Reverse blood flow 
due to damaged valve

Before After

Sun City Center 
4040 Upper Creek Dr., Ste. 105, FL 
33573 (next to South Bay Hospital)     

St. Petersburg (at Isla del Sol) 

Largo (next to Largo Medical Center)

Palm Harbor 
(at The Fountains, Alderman & US19)

Call 813-634-1333
www.mountcastleveincenters.com 

‘In-Network’ 
Provider Status:

Mountcastle Vein Centers accept all insurances and we are 
In-Network Providers with most. This greatly  reduces your 
co-pay expenses.  We are privileged to have attained this 

special, In-Network status with:

MEDICARE (and Medicare + Medicaid)

HUMANA
TRICARE • BC/BS
CIGNA • AETNA

UNITED HEALTH CARE
VA CENTERS (Preferred Provider)


	01 OBN.pdf
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07OBN
	08
	09 OBN
	10
	11
	12OBN
	13
	14b
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24b
	25OBN
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34 TEMP
	35
	36

