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SCC’s oldest and most trusted flooring dealer • Golf cart accessible • Family Owned & Operated • www.JohnMooreFloorCovering.com

®

1629 Sun City Center Plaza
(near SCC Post Office)

813-633-7116

John Moore Flooring
is having a SAVE ON                           NOW

Sale also includes Special Buys on
• Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl

Homeowners, real estate agents want 
flood insurance rate hike delayed

By  ■ KevIn BrAdy
kevin@observernews.net

Flood insurance rate hikes that 
went into effect Oct. 1 are already 
hurting some home sales in South 
County, leaving homeowners 
who want to sell their homes high 
and dry and real estate experts 
concerned about the long-term 
impact on the local housing 
market.

The new rates will impact at 
least 20 percent of the sales at 
Century 21 Beggins, said owner 
Craig Beggins.

“That’s about 60 sales a month 
and that will be pretty devastating 
to me,” said Beggins who has 
offices in Apollo Beach, Sun City 
Center and Tampa.

“I had one contract cancel this 
morning (Sept. 27) in Apollo 
Beach where the flood insurance 
went from $1,000 to $6,000 a 
year on a $100,000 house. The 
buyer could not qualify for that 
type of payment.” Higher flood 

insurance premiums also sank 
a sale for a $250,000 home in 
Clearwater last week, Beggins 
said. “The flood insurance there 
went from $1,200 to $13,000 a 
year.” 

Beggins, who has been selling 
homes in South County for 
22 years, is recommending 
homeowners concerned about 
rates first get a flood elevation 
certificate. “Send that off to your 
insurance company so you can be 
rated. Once that happens, you will 
know where you are.”

Thousands of Hillsborough 
County homeowners and 
businesses currently pay 
subsidized flood insurance rates 
through the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). 

With the NFIP $24 billion in the 
red after losses from Hurricane 
Katrina and other devastating 
floods, Congress passed the Flood 
Insurance Reform Act last year 
in an attempt to restore solvency 
to the program with insurance 

rates more reflective of the risk of 
living on the water.

Of the NFIP’s 5.6 million 
policy holders, 1.1 million are 
subsidized, according to the 
Federal Emergency Management 

Rain totals match those set in the 1800s, 
making for both good news and bad

By Penny FLeTCHer ■

penny@observernews.net
If you’ve been a Floridian long 

enough to notice, this year’s 
September greenery is actually 
green for the first time in at least 
35 years.

I say 35 years, because that’s 
as far back as I can personally 
remember.

Every other year, by the end of 
September, the grass is brown, 
burned up by sweltering summer 
heat, the flowers are wilted (if 
they aren’t already dead) and the 
leaves on most bushes and small 
trees used for landscaping — like 
hibiscus and banana and fan 
palms — are yellowed and limp.

Remember? It was that way just 
last year.

Noticing that the rains have also 
been different this year, coming 
in steady patterns instead of daily 
afternoon blinding thunderstorms 
that lasted at the most about 30 
minutes and were followed by 
enough sweltering heat to com-

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Gail Hubbell, owner of Hubbell’s 
Nursery on College Avenue in 
Ruskin, said the heavy rains carry 
many minerals and nutrients not 
found in other water which accounts 
for the deep color of many greens 
this year. 

pletely dry the pavement in less 
than an hour, I decided to check 
with the experts.

What was different this year in 
South County? And was it par-
ticular to South County or was it 
happening all over the State?

Senior Forecaster Jon Jelsema 
welcomed me to the National 
Weather Service at the Ruskin 
Weather Station without an ap-
pointment. I appreciated that, 
because I don’t usually work that 
way. But I was driving around, 
noticing all the beautiful lush foli-
age and wondered if it had any-
thing to do with unusual amounts 
of rain, and decided on the spur of 
the moment to check it out.

Since Jelsema has only been in 
this area for one year, he hadn’t 
connected the record rain with 
any difference in the landscape, 
but Gail Hubbell, owner of Hub-
bell’s Nursery had noticed it and 
she was able to fill in the blanks.

Together, these experts ex-
plained why the unusual rains 

Continued on page 16 Ᏽ
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Apollo Beach 
Elementary 

earns 
national 

recognition
Character matters at Apollo Beach 
Elementary School and a program 
more than a decade in the making, 
helped by staff and the community, 

earns a national award.

MiTCH TRaPHagEN PHOTOS
Later this month, Apollo Beach 
Elementary School guidance 
counselor Valerie Dickson will 
travel to Washington, DC, for an 
award ceremony to recognize 
the school as a National School 
of Character.

By  ■ MITCH TrAPHAgen
mitch@observernews.net

Character seems to be getting 
a short shrift in 
today’s world. 

Just take a look at 
our nation’s capital 
for an example, or 
the headlines of 
national financial 
news. Despite that, 
or, perhaps because of 
it, President Lincoln, 
Albert Einstein and 
Billy Graham knew 
exactly what they 
were speaking about 
in the quotes at right. 
Character matters. 
It matters to the 
individuals, it matters 
to a society and a 
community, and it 
matters to a nation.

More than a decade 
ago, Valerie Dickson, 
a guidance counselor 
at Apollo Beach Elementary 
School recognized the value of 

Character is like a tree 
and reputation like a 
shadow. The shadow is 
what we think of it; the 
tree is the real thing.

— President Abraham Lincoln

Most people say that 
it is the intellect which 

makes a great scientist. 
They are wrong: it is 

character.
— Albert Einstein

When wealth is lost, 
nothing is lost; when 

health is lost, something 
is lost; when character is 

lost, all is lost.
— Reverend Billy Graham

good character and knew that 
elementary school was the place 

to begin. Along 
with a handful of 
other staff members, 
they embarked on 
a program to build 
character among their 
students. That is not 
an overnight task, nor 
is it necessarily an 
easy one for already 
burdened teachers. 
But they knew it was 
important.

Over the years, the 
program grew and 
today, character is 
simply a part of the 
character of Apollo 
Beach Elementary 
School. The program 
that began all those 
years ago has been 
embraced by nearly 
the entire staff, from 

the janitors and cafeteria workers 
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America’s Finest Carpet
plus FREE Karastep carpet pad ($7/yd. value)

$39 Installation

any size house, any size room, any carpet

COLORS
PATTERNS
DURABILITYMORE{

SOUTH TAMPA 254-4066
1510 South MacDill Ave.

CARROLLWOO 61-1362
14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.

BRANDON 413-8313
1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

(Across from Chili’s)

18 MONTHS SAME AS CAS NO INTEREST

NAFFCO
FLOORING & INTERIORS

Since 1937

 Nobody OFFERS YOU MORE
quality at this price!

SAVE
UP TO
40%

Pretty in Pink 

 

Thursday, October 10
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
SCC United Methodist Church
1210 Del Webb Blvd. West, SCC
(Next door to South Bay Hospital)

Learn about the importance of mammograms and early detection. 
Free Lunch 
Free Massages
Free Giveaways
Free Bone Density Screening

Event is free, but reservations are required.
PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER

1-888-685-1595

4016 Sun City Boulevard  |  Sun City Center, FL 33573
813-634-3301  |  www.SouthBayHospital.com
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Events are made possible by 
the following partners working 

together to bring arts to our 
local community:

The 6th Annual 
Ruskin Big Draw 2013

Big Draw 
International Day
Sat., Oct. 5, 2013
Big Draw Extravaganza 
at Firehouse Cultural Center
3:00-7:00 p.m.

The Very Best

6416 U.S. Hwy. 41 North 
Apollo Beach

(Publix Shopping Center)

(813) 645-5909
www.verybestbarbers.com

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am - 8 pm

One Coupon Per Customer

$2 OFF 
Regular Cuts

ADULT 
CHILDREN 12 Barbers to Serve You

Bookworm

Used Paperbacks, Hardbacks
Children’s & Specialty Books!

7414 Commerce St.
Riverview, FL 33578

Bookworms4U@gmail.com

(1 Block west of Hwy. 301, off Riverview Dr.)

(813) 443-0968

Used
Books

Romance author tells the story of her battle with breast cancer
“Hopefully Ever After” to be released Oct. 3 

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
Linda Barrett moved to the 

retirement community of Valencia 
Lakes in Wimauma in October 
2011 but she never intends to 
retire.

Linda has been writing 
romances for Harlequin since 
2001 and at the time of her move, 
had 12 published Harlequin 
Romances.

Since her move, she has also 
written her first novel, Family 
Interrupted, that is about how, 
after a young girl is killed by a 
drunk driver, the girl’s mother’s 
feelings compare to the feeling of 
the driver — who also cannot go 
back to her previous way of life. 

“I started reading Harlequin 
romances during the long 
cold winters while living in 
Massachusetts,” Linda said in an 
interview at her home Sept. 18. 
“They’re like potato chips. You 
can’t eat — in this case read — 
just one.”

So she began writing for 
Harlequin in 2001.

“Then all of a sudden, 
everything happened at once,” she 
said. “It was like Murphy’s Law 
on steroids.”

She was living in Houston at 
the time, and in February, the 
same month as her first book 
was released, and she had just 
started a new job working with 
the homeless, helping them get 
GED’s — she was diagnosed with 
breast cancer for the first time.

“I couldn’t tell my publisher. I 
felt I had to protect my career. It 
should have been a joyous time, I 
mean — I was finally published!”

“Hopefully Ever After” is being 
released Oct. 3. It is the first 
book Linda has written about 
her struggle with breast cancer, 
but it is written in her romantic 
Harlequin-romance style. 

But instead, she describes that 
year as bittersweet. “You have to 
take the bitter and the better,” she 
said.

Still, she continued to write. 
“Writing is not for sissies. You 
have to braid the strands carefully 
so the reader can get lost in the 
pages,” she said. “Plot, story, 
narrative, scenes. The author 
has to think conflict and plot 
constantly.”

Between 2001 and 2010, Linda 
wrote 13 books for Harlequin, at 
between 60,000 and 80,000 words 
each.

Then she wrote the novel, 
Family Interrupted, about the car 
accident.

Meanwhile, her breast cancer 

was always on her mind. Now, 
as a two-time survivor, she chose 
to tell her story in her new book, 
Hopefully Ever After, which is 
being released Oct. 3. 

Although she has used her 
poignant romantic-style, she 
chose to Indie (self) publish 
Hopefully Ever After, so she 
would not have to write to a 
publisher’s guidelines and  also so 
she could control it from the first 
draft to the marketing.

“This is an important warning to 
all women, but especially Jewish 
women,” she said. Linda herself 
is Jewish and has studied the odds 
of a specific gene that is carried 
by Jewish people.  She is quick 
to back her facts with a brochure 
put out by FORCE: Facing Our 
Risk of Cancer — What Every 
Jewish Woman Should Know. It 
states that one in every 40 Jewish 
persons carry this gene.

Doctors quoted say that every 
woman carries a gene that can 
turn to breast and ovarian cancer 
but they only mutate in some 
women. The rate is much higher 
in Jewish women because they 
have BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes. 
“There is a test for this gene, and 
every woman should ask for it,” 
Linda said. 

Linda’s warning is not just 
for Jewish women, however. 
She said both her cancers were 
found by self-examination and 
confirmed by mammography and 
a physician.

Besides earning early acclaim 
from Romance Writers of 
America for Hopefully Ever After 
(before release), an early copy 
was reviewed by New York Times 
best-selling author Joni Rodgers, 
author of  Bald in the Land of Big 
Hair.  

Rodgers review states, “The 
cancer experience can be a panic-
fueled bullet train, but you meet 
some cool people in the bar car. 
In engaging girlfriend style, Linda 
Barrett’s frank, funny memoir 

delivers an honest account of her 
difficult journey with just the 
right mix of love, friendship, wig-
whipping and accessibly-rendered 
science. Highly recommended for 
the newly diagnosed.”

After being diagnosed the 
first time the same month Linda 
started her new job in Houston 
and Harlequin published her first 
book, what she calls “Murphy’s 
Law on steroids” burst into her 
life again.

“We had just decided to move 
to Valencia Lakes from Houston 
and had put the down payment on 
the house. Then I was diagnosed 
a second time. I stayed and had 
all my treatments in Houston, and 
then moved.”

Two years later, she says she 
feels good and is extremely 
hopeful she has again beaten 
cancer. It is with this attitude she 
writes the Blog, “Starting Over.” 

“I write about balancing 
everything, family, work — 
especially writing — and 
whatever comes into your life.

Linda has performed quite a 
balancing act. 

The first time she had cancer, 

she sustained a lumpectomy 
and 30 days of radiation. The 
second time, it was a bilateral 
mastectomy and six rounds of 
chemotherapy. She continued to 
work, write, and eventually — 
move.

“That’s where I got my Blog’s 
title, Starting Over. In  life, you 
just have to keep starting over,” 
she said.

She writes both poignantly and 
with humor. Her “How Do You 
Know if You’re a Writer” series 
is framed like Jeff Foxworthy’s 
famed, “How do You Know if 
You’re a Redneck” series. 

Yet her story can often leave 
tears on the page. It depends 
which of her works you read.

To learn more about Linda, visit 
www.Linda-Barrett.com and hit 
“Blog” for “Starting Over.”

To learn more about FORCE- 
the organization dedicated to 
spreading the word about breast 
and ovarian cancer and the high 
rate of these in Jewish women, 
visit www.facingourrisk.org or 
call 866-288-7475. You do not 
have to be Jewish to be helped by 
FORCE.

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Linda Barrett has been writing for Harlequin Romance since 2001.
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Traditional Bur ial
& Cremation with Confidence

Affordable Burial Packages 
For families & individuals who are looking for traditional burial 
options that meet their financial needs, National Cremation & 

Burial Society has several packages to choose from.

We offer Complete Traditional Funeral  
Services with Personalization

A Traditional Service is a way for family, friends and associates to 
gather to remember and celebrate the life of a loved one.

813-645-3231
308 East College Ave., Ruskin

National Cremation
& B U R I A L  S O C I E T Y

Sun City Dental Center

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for 
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other 

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the 
advertisement for the free service, examination or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of  Complexity in a Given Case
** Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/ type of  case 

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

(813) 633-2636
General Dentist

727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Thomas A. DeVol,
D.D.S., P.A.

Practicing Dentistry
for 26 years

Chuck Fredericks,
Lab Technician,

41 years experience

In-House Denture Lab
• Same Day Relines and Repairs
• Fillings, Crowns and Bridges

• Focused on Economical Treatment 
Choices

• Full Upper and Lower Dentures 
Made in Just One Week**

New Patients and 
Emergencies Are 
Always Welcome

Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

Limit one per patient.
Exp. 10/31/13

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 10/31/13

 0210 0150

Kathleen’s Clean
House and Condo Cleaning
Move-ins and Move-outs

“Spring Cleaning”
$5.00 off first cleaning
Let us make your life easier
Call for a FREE Quote

813-260-3375

© 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

RVHS, community mourn the 
passing of Daron Hawkins
Well known and highly respected RVHS drama teacher 
passed away on September 25.

By  ■ MitCh tRaphagEN
mitch@observernews.net

Perhaps the greatest measure 
of an educator, and of all human 
beings, is longevity. Not longevity 
in years, but the longevity of the 
impact left over the time that any-
one of us has in this life.  On that 
measure, Riverview High School 
drama teacher Daron Hawkins will 
be with us for a very long time, 
indeed. The impact he left behind 
is immeasurable. The sorrow at his 
passing is immense.

Hawkins graduated from East 
Bay High School in 1993, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in theater educa-
tion from the University of South 
Florida in 1997 and graduated with 
a master’s degree in theater educa-
tion from New York University in 
2006.

According to his parents, Patsy 
and Barry, Daron Hawkins passed 
away on Sept. 25 after a long ill-
ness.  He was 38 years old.

His legacy and the impact he has 
left with his students and the com-
munity, however, lives on.

“Daron Hawkins was so much 
more than a teacher to many of 
us. He had a way of getting us to 
let go and show our true potential. 
So encouraging and motivating. 
He never believed in mediocrity 
from any of us and that is because 
he was extraordinary. Words can’t 
express how grateful I am to have 
known him. He will be remem-
bered and missed,” wrote one 
former student on his Facebook 
page.

Another wrote, “Thank you for 
always being there for me and 
for being like a father to me, for 
taking care of me when I needed 
you the most, for always believing 
I could do more than I thought I 
could…”

Perhaps most aptly, another 
recognized the talented man he 
was and the selflessness in which 
he chose to use his talent — help-
ing others over himself: “You had 
the talent, and instead of using it 
for your own benefit...you shared 
and passed it on to everyone you 
knew.”

Daron Hawkins had been with 
the faculty at Riverview High 
School since the school opened in 
1998. His reach extended far be-
yond his current and past students, 
and the scores of productions he 
produced.

“I have done many stories on 

talented students trained by Daron 
over the years and he has always 
been so helpful, and yet complete-
ly professional,” said prominent 
area media figure, The Observer 
News and The Current reporter 
Penny Fletcher. “But the main 
thing I remember about him is he 
was always accessible to his stu-
dents. If someone wanted to have 
a career on stage, he gave them ev-
ery opportunity to get the practice 
they needed. I watched rehears-
als for many shows he and his 
students had written and directed, 
and photographed him in action 
many times. He was a wonderful 
role model for young performers, 
and as a person as well. He taught 
them all about stage work, not just 
acting and musicals, but scenery 
and direction, too. I know he will 
be tremendously missed.”

At the end of the day, at the end 
of a life, what more could any-
one hope to achieve than to leave 
behind a legacy and lessons that 
live on in others? What greater 
achievement could there possibly 
be? Yet another former student 
wrote, “You made a difference in 
so many lives, mine included, and 
always reached for the stars. Now, 
you can soar in the heavens.”

His parents wrote that they were 
“grateful for the love, time and 
journeys” people shared with their 
son and that he would be proud of 
the true sense of family in people 
coming together over his loss.

On Saturday, November 23 at 7 
p.m., a memorial service will be 
held for Hawkins “to remember 
and to celebrate the passion, influ-
ence, and impact” he had on so 
many lives.

Mitch traphagen photo
Daron Hawkins in the place he loved 
with the students for whom he cared 
deeply -- the Riverview High School 
Theater during rehearsals for Okla-
homa! last December. 
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Upcoming events in the Honorary 
Mayor of SouthShore campaign
uSaturday, Oct. 5, 3-4:30 p.m.

Anne Madden will host a tea party at Tea Rose Cottage, 1901 N. 19th 
St. in Tampa. $35 paid at the door includes $10 to the campaign. Seating 
is limited to 20.
uSaturday, Oct. 12, 7:30-10 p.m.

John Smith hosts a ‘50s Sock Hop at the Firehouse Cultural Center, 
101 1st Ave. NE in Ruskin. There will be food and drinks, games, 50/50 
and silent auction. Music and dancing, plus a dance contest and best-
dressed competition.
uSaturday, Oct. 12, time to be announced.

Mandy Burdick will host a Costume/Karaoke Event at the Ruskin 
VFW 6287, 5120 US Hwy 41 N in Ruskin. There will be a costume con-
test; this is not a Halloween competition - dress related to your business. 
Also, raffles, karaoke contest, finger food. Liquor at a cash bar. Ongoing 
50/50 raffle with the drawing on Oct. 30. Palm readings, $1. The cost is 
$10 per person, $15 per couple.
uThursday, Oct. 17, 4-8 p.m.

Shannon Brown will host Family Fun Night at Beef O’Bradys, 205 
Apollo Beach Blvd. Ste. 108 in Apollo Beach.  Beef O ‘Brady’s Apollo 
Beach will donate 10 percent of all sales between 4- 8 p.m. to Shannon’s 
campaign.  
uFriday, Oct. 18, 1-3 p.m. 

Anne Madden will host Cool Down with Ice Cream at Cadence Bank, 
4842 Sun City Center Blvd. in Sun City Center.  They will be making ice 
cream sundaes and taking donations for the campaign.  For more infor-
mation, call Fran at 813-633-6700.
uFriday, Oct. 18, 7-10 p.m. 

John Smith hosts Vegas Casino Night at the Firehouse Cultural Center, 
101 1st Ave. NE in Ruskin.  There will be finger food and drinks, games, 
50/50, silent auction, casino games and a Texas Hold’em Poker Tourna-
ment.
uTuesday, Oct. 22, time to be announced

East Coast Pizza Spirit Night, sponsored by Shannon Brown. Men-
tion Kids R Kids and Aaron will donate a portion of sales to Shannon’s 
Race.
uSunday, Oct. 27, 2–5 p.m.  

Family Fall Fest hosted by Shannon Brown. Food/bouncers/tumble-
bus/games. Free to attend;donations are appreciated!
uWednesday, Oct. 30, 5:30-8 p.m.

Anne Madden will host a Mystery Dinner Theatre at the Sun City Cen-
ter Chamber banquet room, 1651 Sun City Center Plaza.  Tickets are 
$15 per person or $25 per couple and includes dinner. Go and solve the 
mystery Evil Never Dies with local business people playing the roles.   
For tickets, call 813-645-3732 and leave a message.

YOU READ 

IT HERE
THE OBSERVER813-645-3111

This Halloween is going to be one 
for the books in Covington in Apol-
lo Beach. Not only will there be 
the traditional Halloween Trick or 
Treat at the community’s clubhouse 
on Oct. 31, but, there is also going 
to be a garage-haunt only one block 
away. The home at 7620 Hamp-
shire Garden Place in the Bristol 
sub-division is already known for 
big scares, and this year the family 
is making it even bigger by not only 
expanding the haunt, but by reach-

Halloween, haunts, and canned food – Oh my!
ing out to the community. 

The haunt at Hampshire Garden 
will be open from 6 to 9:30 p.m. 
with it being “spooky” for young-
sters age 7 and under between the 
hours of 6 and 7 p.m. After 7 p.m 
there will be scares. 

The family requests that all those 
wanting to do the walk-through 
bring at least one nonperishable 
food item per person, but it is not 
required. The food will be distribut-
ed to the food banks across Apollo 

Beach just in time for Thanksgiv-
ing. 

If you are unable to participate by 
going to the haunt on Halloween 
but would like to donate food to the 
community, you can drop off the 
food at the haunt location between 
7 - 8 p.m. from now through Hal-
loween night; there will be a bin 
available.

For more information, contact 
Tiffany Decker at tiffanyldecker@
yahoo.com.

Brandon Regional offers safety tips for young athletes
There is no disagreement of the 

mental, physical and social benefits 
of kids participating in team and in-
dividual sports. Sports keep children 
active reducing their risk of child-
hood obesity and improving their 
overall health, as well as introducing 
them to friends with common inter-
ests and creating a sense of team-
work. Parents, coaches and health-
care providers know the benefits but 
are also concerned about their safety 
in these activities.

According to Safe Kids Worldwide, 
children younger than 15 account for 
40 percent of all sports, recreational 
and exercise-related emergency de-
partment visits and, according to the 
Center for Disease Control, 2.6 mil-
lion children each year, ages 19 and 
under, receive medical treatment for 
sports and recreation injuries. 

Brandon Regional Hospital offers 
the following safety tips for all who 
participate in organized sports:
n Prepare children for the de-

mands of the sport they are playing
    Children should get a physical 

exam by a qualified medical profes-
sional helping to rule out any medi-
cal conditions
n Warm up and stretch before 

games and practices
     Make sure time is set aside 

before any games or practices for 
proper warm ups, including stretch-
ing and light jogging
n It is important to remind them to 

keep hydrated

    Encourage your athletes to drink 
water 30 minutes before the activity 
begins and every 15-20 minutes dur-
ing activity

    Learn the signs of dehydration 
and seek appropriate medical atten-
tion when dehydration is suspected
n Always wear the appropriate 

sports gear
    Always have children fitted for 

the proper sports gear
n If outside activity, don’t forget 

the sunscreen
n Know the signs and symptoms 

of concussion
   Symptoms include: Headache 

or a feeling of pressure in the head; 
temporary loss of consciousness; 
confusion or feeling as if in a fog; 
amnesia surrounding the traumatic 
event; dizziness or “seeing stars”; 
ringing in the ears; nausea or vomit-
ing; slurred speech; or fatigue.

    A good rule of thumb is to allow 
the child to sit out for a while, but 
if a concussion is suspected seek the 
appropriate medical care.
n Know the signs and symptoms 

of heat stroke
    Heatstroke is caused by pro-

longed exposure to high tempera-
tures or by doing physical activity in 
hot weather. 

   High humidity, certain health 
problems and some medications in-
crease your risk of heatstroke.

    When the body overheats, a 
young person may develop heat 
cramps. If they don’t cool down, the 

symptoms may progress to heavy 
sweating, nausea, lightheadedness 
and feeling faint.

    Heatstroke occurs if your body 
temperature continues to rise. At this 
point, emergency treatment is need-
ed. In a period of hours, untreated 
heatstroke can cause damage to your 
brain, heart, kidneys and muscles. 
These injuries get worse the lon-
ger treatment is delayed, increasing 
your risk of serious complications or 
death.
n Our sports heroes need proper 

rest
   To help avoid overuse injury, 

rest all players during practices and 
games.

   Encourage players to communi-
cate any pain, injury or illness they 
may have during or after any prac-
tices or games.

   Kids should have at least one 
or two days off from any particular 
sport each week.
n Be a Prepared Coach
   Coaches should establish safety 

guidelines that athletes and parents 
can follow during every practice and 
game, such as creating hydration 
breaks, encouraging players to sit 
out if injured, resting if not feeling 
well and facilitating a proper warm-
up. Coaches may also consider get-
ting certified in first aid and CPR 
and have a stocked first aid kit handy 
at all practices and games.

From left: Mark Fernandez, Tampa Bay Rays Senior VP; Dave Townsend, Mosaic Senior Manager, Public 
Affairs; Christine Smith, Mosaic Community Relations Manager; Martha Monfried, Mosaic VP, Public Af-
fairs; Sylvia Kapous, Feeding America Tampa Bay Programs Coordinator; Alex Campbell, Mosaic Man-
ager, Financial Planning; Joe Kline, Mosaic VP, Concentrates Operations; and Thomas Mantz, Feeding 
America Tampa Bay Executive Director.

Mosaic presents home runs check to Feeding America Tampa Bay
The Mosaic Company presented 

a check for $90,000 to Feeding 
America Tampa Bay at the Tam-
pa Bay Rays final regular season 

home game on Sept. 23.  
The check represents $500 for 

every home run hit by Rays play-
ers during the regular season, plus 

a supplemental contribution in an-
ticipation of home runs being hit 
before the season ends. 
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Dr. Robert A. Norman
and Associates

Dermatologist

813-880-7546
10422 South U.S. Hwy. 301

RIVERVIEW
8002 Gunn Hwy. • Tampa

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day 

Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

BCBS, Humana, Cigna, 
Aetna, WellCare, Staywell, 
Healthease and many more

Alert Air Conditioning & Heating•	
American General Life•	
American Travel Partners•	
Ameriprise Financial Services•	
A-Plus Heating & Air•	
Aston Gardens•	
Banker’s Life and Casualty•	
Bay Services Corp•	
BMO Harris Bank•	
Brass Monkey•	
C.A.R.E. Animal Shelter•	
Cadence Bank•	
Caloosa Golf & Country Club•	
Charles Schwab•	
Chase Bank•	
Christ Community Church•	
Confidential Accounting•	
Cotter Financial•	
Critter Mama Rescue•	
Dale’s Design•	
Design One Garage Doors•	
Door Security Division•	
Downsizing Advisory Service•	
Dr. T. Gregory Jacobs, DDS•	
Encore Bank•	
Firehouse Cultural Center•	
Fit Feet For Life•	
Florida Blue/A&B Financial•	
Gettal Automotive Group•	
Git ‘R Done Contracting•	
Grace Advisory Group•	
Guardian Ad Litem•	
Gulf Coast Insurance Group•	

Thursday, Oct. 3
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sun City Center Community Hall
1910 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.

• 100 Vendors • Door Prizes • Food • Refreshments

FREE ADMISSION - www.SCCchamber.com

Hanson Services•	
Hearing Centers of SW FL•	
Hightower Dermatology•	
Janus Home Services•	
JSA Medical Group•	
K & E Travel•	
Knox Aluminum•	
Lanese and Associates•	
Morgan Exteriors•	
Morgan Stanley - The Equis•	
Mountcastle Vein Center•	
My Warrior’s Place•	
NAMI of Hillsborough•	
National Cremation & Burial•	
National Health Insurance •	

Agencies
Nurse on Call•	
OneBlood Services, Inc.•	
Palm River Coffee•	
PNC Bank•	
Pure Design Studio•	
Raymond James•	
Resort Club at Little Harbor•	
Rhoades Car•	
Rockstone Brick Pavers•	
Sam’s Club•	
SCC Observer•	
Sequoia Financial Group•	
Serenity Meadows Memorial •	

Park
Service Master 24 Hour•	
Simply Health Care Plans•	
Solar Design•	

South Bay Hospital•	
South Shore ABWA•	
South Shore Coalition/Mental•	
Southeast Windows and Glass•	
Sun City Center Cataract and Eye •	

Clinic
Sun City Center Coins & •	

Collectables
Sun City Center Emergency •	

Squad
Sun City Center Funeral Home•	
Sun City Center Plumbing•	
Sun City Center Travelworld•	
Sun City Senior Living•	
Sun Laboratory Services•	
Sun Towers Retirement •	

Community
Sunshine Assistance for the •	

Elderly
Tampa Bay Family Physicians•	
Tampa Bay Times•	
Tampa Electric Co.•	
The Alley at Southshore•	
The Skin Cancer Center•	
Trustco Bank•	
United Community Church•	
United Healthcare•	
Veterans Funeral Care•	
Video Conversions of Florida•	
Wolf Elder Law•	
Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman, •	
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Companies and governments 
around the world are floundering 
and, in many cases, small men are 
casting very long shadows. If we 
are, as a world, to move through a 
prosperous 21st century, 
we need both men and 
women of vision and 
courage willing to step 
forth and lead us into 
the future. Following 
are some of the common 
characteristics that I be-
lieve those who will lead 
us will share.

• Leaders are people who have the 
capacity and willingness to put oth-
ers first and who take joy in helping 
others rise to higher levels. A true 
leader knows that only by elevating 
those on his team can he free him-
self to do even more. If you wish to 
be a leader, it is important that you 
are one who is willing to serve. 

• Leaders are people who have 
the ability to listen to other people, 
not just hear. Think of yourself 
standing before a crowd and every 
person in that crowd is shouting 
thoughts and ideas at you. For most 
of us, we would just hear the noise 
and miss the messages that are be-
ing sent by various individuals. The 
leader has the capacity to filter out 
the noise and listen to those indi-
vidual messages. If you wish to be 
a leader, you must train yourself not 
only to hear the noise around you, 
but you must also be able to sepa-
rate the noise from the message by 
learning to listen.

• Leaders are people who know 
how to plan and set goals. Most 
of us don’t give a lot of thought 
to planning and goal setting in our 
daily lives. Every book I have ever 
read said this should be a number 
one priority for all of us. When life 
gets in the way, however, and we 
are working dawn to dusk to buy 

By William Hodges

the kids shoes and pay the rent, 
goal setting can seem like an activ-
ity that can come at a later time. For 
a leader, that time is now and those 
who hope to lead must have a stra-

tegic plan for the future. 
If you wish to be a leader, 
now is the time to begin 
your plan. If you do not 
know how to plan, it is 
time to learn.

• Leaders are people 
who love to learn and 
stay current. Most true 
leaders I have met have 

impressed me with their breadth of 
knowledge. Most of them have had 
significant knowledge in at least 
one area but, more importantly, 
they have been people with vast 
general knowledge. True leaders 
treat everyone they meet as a po-
tential teacher. Leaders are always 
open to new ideas and methods. If 
you wish to be a leader, broaden the 
scope of your knowledge.

• Leaders are people who are 
patient and understand the impor-
tance of timing. Leaders know that 
the lines of Ecclesiastes, which say, 
“To everything there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven,” are very true. No mat-
ter how good a plan is, the timing of 
its implementation will have much 
to do with its success. If you wish 
to be a leader, you must cultivate 
the virtue of patience and you must 
sharpen your sense of timing.

I don’t think you will ever see an 
ad in the paper that says: Wanted 
— Leader to take control, no ex-
perience necessary. If you want to 
lead, now is the time to start getting 
that experience. Keep in mind the 
three options we all have. We can 
lead, follow or get out of the way. 
To paraphrase an old United States 
recruiting poster: The world needs 
you!

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (Bright House 
channel 950, Verizon channel 30) 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (BH 
channel 949, Verizon channel 36). 
The shows can also be viewed at www.
hodgesvideos.com.  Phone : 813-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com  
Website: www.billhodges.com

Positive Talk: We need leaders
Gamble Plantation 
holds Candlelight 
Halloween Tour 

The Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection’s Gamble 
Plantation Historic State Park, 
in conjunction with The Gamble 
Plantation Preservation Alliance, 
will host a Candlelight Halloween 
Tour from 7 to 9 p.m. at Gamble 
Plantation on Saturday, Oct. 12, 
2013. 

Visitors will enjoy candlelight 
tours of the Gamble Mansion, a 
scavenger hunt and treats for the 
children. 

Tickets for this event are $6  per 
person (cash only) and are avail-
able at the Gamble Plantation of-
fice on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
until Oct. 9. 

Space is limited to 500 people 
and tickets will not be available 
the day of the event, so get your 
tickets early. 

All money collected benefits 
the Gamble Plantation Preserva-
tion Alliance, a nonprofit Citizens 
Support Organization dedicated to 
supporting the Gamble Plantation 
Historic State Park. 

Gamble Plantation is located on 
US 301 in Ellenton, approximately 
one mile west of I-75 (exit 224). 

For more information, contact 
the park at 941-723-4536 or visit 
www.floridastateparks.org/gam-
bleplantation/.

Cupcakes are 
featured at Ybor 
Saturday Market

On Saturday, Oct. 12, the Ybor City 
Saturday Market will hold a Cupcake 
Festival and a Streetcar Festival. 

The TECO Line Streetcar System 
will offer 25¢ rides all day long. Take 
the streetcar to Ybor’s Centennial Park 
and purchase a cupcake creation from 
more than 20 vendors while enjoying 
the live entertainment.

The day will include a cupcake 
bake-off, with more than 15 contes-
tants competing for cash prizes and 
the title of Best Cupcake in Tampa 
Bay 2013. To enter as a contestant, 
contact Lynn Schultz at 813-241-2442 
or email ybormarket@yahoo.com. 
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CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 11/7/13

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15am-6pm • Sat. 7:15am-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 10/17/13

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

Adogable Pets
Pet Supplies & Grooming Salon

4884 SCC Blvd., SCC (Publix Plaza) • (813) 419-4972
Mobile Grooming & More (813) 300-7902
Please call for grooming appointments www.adogablepets.com

Natural and Holistic Foods 
and Treats

$30* BATH SPECIAL
ANY SIZE DOG (no matted coats)

FREE* Puppy Nail Trim
up to 6 months old. Expires 10/31/13

D.I.Y. Clinic Last Thursday of every month 5-6 p.m.

*with this ad

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of 

the Armed Forces!

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

Chase
Chase is a handsome Lab mix 

that was found with brother Rocky, 
abandoned on the streets of Ruskin. 
His rough start hasn’t affected his 
love for people. He also seems to 
like other dogs. Chase has started 
obedience training at the shelter and 
is doing great! He would do best in 
a home with only older children. 
This speckled-nose pup deserves a 
second chance at a happy life. As 
part of Chase’s adoption, he has 
been neutered, microchipped, and 
brought current on his shots. 

DOB: December 2, 2011.
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week

Otis
Otis is a gray and white male do-

mestic medium hair. There isn’t a 
volunteer who can pass by his bed 
without some cuddle time. He is 
a very expressive and attractive 
young cat. Otis says he is looking 
for a real forever home. Otis has 
been neutered, micro chipped, and 
brought current on his shots. 

DOB: January  2, 2009.

Sun City - 813-634-2850
3846 Sun City Center Blvd (next to Bealls in 

Home Depot Center) M-F 8-8 Sat 9-6 Sun 10-4

Brandon Regency - 813-681-7267
2480 W. Brandon Blvd. (next to TJ Maxx & Movie 

Theater) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 12-5

Brandon Causeway - 813-651-4640
11235 Causeway Blvd. (next to Publix across from 

Wal Mart) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

OA8 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OA8*

OK3 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OK3*

$795

Kids Cut (11 & under)
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry
Specialty cuts, blow-dry 
style, design lines, set or 
curling iron extra. Not valid 
with other offers. 

Adult Cut
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry

$1195

Specialty cuts, blow-
dry style, design 
lines, set or curling 
iron extra. Not valid 
with other offers. 

OA6 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OA6*

Op5 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OP5*

$4495

Quick & Easy® perm Wave
Free Shampoo & Cut

Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Design wraps 
extra. Not valid with 
other offers.

OSS1 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OSS1*

$1200

Shampoo & Set
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut extra. 
Not valid with other 
offers.

OC7 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OC7*

$4495

CHI Ionic Color
Free Shampoo & Style

Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut 
extra. Not valid 
with other offers.

OS2 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OS2*

$1995

Cut & StyleTM

Shampoo, Cut & Finished Style
Price will vary with 
length and/or condition 
of hair. Specialty cuts/
flat iron extra. Not 
valid w/other offers.

OH2 - Exp. 10/31/13

*OH2*

$10 off
Highlights/Lowlights
Free Shampoo & Style
Price will vary with 
length or condition 
of hair. Haircut 
extra. Not valid 
with other offers.

$50 Minimum

$800

Buzz Cut (one guard all over)
Free Shampoo

Specialty cuts and design 
lines extra. Not valid with 
other offers.

Sara of Brown’s Grove, left, discusses tomatoes with Jen McCaf-
fety, of Jen’s MarketPlace. Brown’s Grove will be at the SCC Mar-
ketPlace.

Jen’s MarketPlace is a moveable feast
Jen’s MarketPlaces are outdoor 

“street style” markets with over 
40 vendors, featuring fresh pro-
duce, local farm products, organic 
spices, sauces and fresh foods. Lo-
cal artisans are a part of the Mar-
ketPlace, too, with unique arts and 
crafts.  Shoppers can sit and enjoy 
a bite to eat under the tent. They 
are pet-friendly, too.  The first 100 
shoppers get a free grocery tote.

Jen’s MarketPlaces feature fresh 
produce, local farm products, or-
ganic foods and arts and crafts.

On Sunday, Oct. 13, Jen’s Mar-
ket will be in Apollo Beach from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 6542 N US 
Hwy 41, at the north end of the 
Publix Shopping Center.

On Saturday, Oct. 19, from 3 to 7 

p.m. the MarketPlace will be in the 
parking lots of the SCC Chamber 
of Commerce and Payant Finan-
cial.

Each month Jen’s Market sup-
ports a local nonprofit. October is 
for Critter Mama Rescue, operated 
by Robin Roberts in Ruskin, FL.  

Critter Mama Rescue’s Purpose 
is to rescue abandoned, neglect-
ed and unwanted dogs and cats, 
to provide them necessary and 
required medical care, to teach 
them to become good household 
pets, and to adopt them into lov-
ing, stable homes with people 
who will commit to their lifelong 
needs.

For more information, call 813-
846-1316.

New date for 
Rumgatta Regatta

The 30th Annual Shellback Ca-
ribbean Rum Rumgatta Regatta is 
set for Saturday, Oct. 19 in Apollo 
Beach. Check in is on Friday, Oct. 
18 at the Tampa Sailing Squadron 
Clubhouse, 1250 Apollo Beach 
Blvd. in Apollo Beach.

One of the oldest events in Tam-
pa Bay, the regatta includes class-
es for Spinnaker, Non-Spinnaker, 
One-Design, Racer Cruiser, True 
Cruising and Mother Lode. The 
Mother Lode class is designed to 
provide an easy, safe pursuit race 
around a comfortable course.

Boats are assigned a competitive 
rating based on their equipment 
and the captain’s experience; this 
provides a way for non-racers to 
join the regatta and compete for 
trophies. The One-Design fleet 
may include J/24s and Flying 
Scots.

The party starts Saturday after 
the races, with the Shellback Ca-
ribbean Rum “Par-Ti” featuring 
live music, rum libations, dinner 
and dancing, all sponsored by 
Shellback Caribbean Rum.

For more information, go to 
www.sail-tss.org.

Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation 
of 48,000 papers every week! We offer many options in 

every price range...from classified ads to full pages. Call 813-
645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative today. 
For more information visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net
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Agency (FEMA). Florida is the 
program’s largest customer with 
2 million policies. Of those, 
270,000 are subsidized by the 
federal government. Around five 
percent of subsidized property 
holders – those covering non-
primary residences, businesses, 
and severe repetitive loss 
properties - will see immediate 
increases to their premiums, 
according to FEMA. 

“Realtors understand the 
need for solvency in the federal 
flood program. However, the 
law contains severe unintended 
consequences that are harmful to 
Floridians as well as other states,” 
said Florida Realtors President 
Dean Asher. “We believe the 
reforms will have a detrimental 
impact on the entire economy 
of Florida, including existing 
homeowners and those who want 
to buy Florida properties,” said 
Asher after a meeting with Gov. 
Rick Scott last week on the issue. 

The state legislature is currently 
studying ways to help those 
who will be hit hardest by the 
new rates including asking the 
federal government to delay 
implementing the rate hikes for a 
year. Other states have taken more 
drastic action. The Mississippi 
Department of Insurance filed a 
lawsuit Sept. 27 in a bid to stop 
the rate hikes. 

Barring a last-minute 
intervention by the U.S. Senate 
to delay the rate hike – the U.S. 
House of Representatives has 
already passed a bill asking for 
a delay – some homeowners and 
businesses will see their rates 
jump by hundreds or thousands of 
dollars a year. 

The rate hike is expected to hurt 
those with investment properties, 
businesses and anyone trying to 
sell a home in coastal areas.

A family with one home on 
or near the water will not see 
their rates increase immediately, 
according to FEMA. A single 
family home claimed as a 
homeowner’s primary residence 
– and homesteaded as such – is 
grandfathered in with the old 
flood insurance rates. However, 
even those lower grandfathered 
rates could increase next year 
when FEMA begins a five-year 
phase-in of new rates using 
revised flood risk data. Details of 
this are still in development.

Those buying a home in flood-
prone areas will also have to dig 
deeper. Anyone buying a home in 
an area deemed at risk of flooding 
will pay the new rates, making 
that home a lot less attractive to 
potential buyers, Realtors say. 

Amy Soto, a Riverview Realtor 
who has been buying and selling 
homes in South County for 13 
years, said the rate hike is already 
having a chilling effect on the 
local real estate market.

“Just the threat of flood 
insurance rates going up will keep 
potential buyers from buying. It’s 
going to be a much harder sell for 
some people and it will limit the 
buyer pool.”

None of which is good news for 
the local real estate market which 
was “pretty stagnant” until earlier 
this year. “Then sales really took 
off,” Soto said. “We only have 
about two months of inventory 
now.” Meaning Soto has only 
enough homes for sale to last her 
60 days. “Anything below five 
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NEW
SOUTH SHORE COMMUNITY

B-I-N-G-O
EVERY TUESDAY EVENING SPONSORED BY EXTEND-A-HAND ASSOCIATION

TUESDAY EVENINGS
DOORS OPEN AT 4 PM
GAMES START AT 6 PM

ALL BINGO GAMES PAYING $50.00 
PLUS (3) $250 JACKPOTS

PLAY UP TO 21 CARDS FOR $20
PLUS

NEW FIREBALL PULL TAB BINGO GAME,  
PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT STARTS AT $500

A GUARANTEED $100 PRIZE 
IF NOT HIT ON THE FIREBALL NUMBER!

CALL 813-645-2935

OPEN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC

OPEN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC

813-645-3529
Ken Knox, Contractor Lic: #RX0057641Glass Rooms, Screen 

Rooms, Screen Fronts, 
Garage Screens, Pool 
Enclosures, Carports, 

Vinyl & Acrylic Windows, 
Roof Overs, Awnings,

House Windows

Homeowners, real estate agents want 
flood insurance rate hike delayed

Continued from page 1 Ᏽ

months is generally seen as a 
seller’s market.”

Steep increases in flood 
insurance rates could easily price 
potential buyers out of the market 
for homes in coastal communities, 
said Scott Shelby, a mortgage 
loan officer with HomeBanc who 
works the South County market. 

“For those buyers who are 
looking to buy a home that needs 
flood insurance, if those rates go 
up two or three times the debt 
to income ratio is going to be 
impacted and depending on where 
their income ratio is they may not 
be able to purchase that home,” 
Shelby said. 

So if you were approved to use 
45 percent of your income to 
make a mortgage payment and 
you add another $2,000 a year 
on that for flood insurance, “that 
can make all the difference in 
the world for people being able 
to make that payment. Basically 
they are one flat tire away from 
not being able to make their 
payment,” said Shelby, an 18-year 
veteran of the mortgage business.

Just not knowing if and when 
rates will increase is hurting, said 
Sharon Van Loan who has lived 
on the water in Apollo Beach for 
15 years.

“We are not able to tell yet 
if rates will go up and it’s that 
unknown that makes it so much 
worse,” said the Keller Williams 
realtor. 

While many potential buyers 
are not aware of the rate hikes, 
“Realtors are duty bound to make 
buyers aware of how this might 
impact their insurance rates. I 
think everyone is hoping those in 
power will realize how this could 
impact the real estate market in 
our area. It will certainly have a 
negative effect on my business,” 
Van Loan said.

In June, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a bill 
delaying the rate hikes for a year 
but that bill has been mired in the 
Senate, a victim of the ongoing 
budget battle.

“I know Senator (Bill) 
Nelson (D-FL) is working 
very hard to have it included 
in an appropriations bill but 
you have a group of Tea Party 
Republicans there who are not 
interested in any kind of delay,” 
said Congresswoman Kathy 
Castor (D-Tampa/St. Petersburg) 
whose waterfront district includes 
Riverview, Apollo Beach and 

Ruskin as well as Tampa and the 
southern tip of St. Petersburg.

Castor, whose office has 
been peppered with calls from 
homeowners angry about 
potential flood insurance rate 
hikes, said while “everyone wants 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program to be solvent, it is 
completely untenable to pass the 
cost on to small businesses and 
homeowners. It has to be phased 
in over time.”

Chances of the Senate delaying 

Continued on page 9 Ᏽ Continued on page 9 Ᏽ

The National Flood Insurance Program’s higher insurance rates 
more accurately reflect the risk of insuring properties in coastal 
communities according to the federal government but the steep in-
creases are already hurting the local real estate market and may 
price homeowners and businesses out of the market, critics say.

Flood Insurance Rates
1. Why are rates rising?

Congress passed the Biggert-
Waters Flood Insurance Reform 
Act of 2012 to extend the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) for five years. The law 
requires major changes to the 
program, including flood insur-
ance, flood hazard mapping, 
grants, and the management 
of floodplains. Many of the 
changes are designed to make 
the NFIP more financially stable, 
and ensure that flood insurance 
rates more accurately reflect 
the real risk of flooding. The 
changes will be phased in over 
time, beginning this year. 

2. Why change things 
now??

Flooding has been, and con-
tinues to be, a serious risk in 
the United States—so serious 
that most insurance companies 
have specifically excluded flood 
damage from homeowners 
insurance. To address the need, 
in 1968 the U.S. Congress 
established the NFIP as a federal 
program. It enabled property 
owners in participating commu-
nities to purchase flood insur-
ance if the community adopted 
floodplain management ordi-
nances and minimum standards 
for new construction. However, 
owners of existing homes and 
businesses did not have to 
rebuild to the higher standards, 
and many received subsidized 
rates that did not reflect their 
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the rate hike — “50-50” at the 
start of the week Castor said — 
are now slim, according to the 
congresswoman who brought the 
issue up Sept. 25 with Harry Reid, 
the Senate’s majority leader.

“We are working very hard to 
get folks in the Senate to realize 
this would be an economic hit not 
just in Florida but one that would 
ripple across the country.”

Sen. Nelson believes the new 
rates will bust the budgets of most 
middle class families, many of 
whom have been calling his office 
upset with the proposed changes. 

“A key mission of the flood 
insurance program is to encourage 
Americans to purchase flood 
insurance and for the insurance to 
be affordable,” Nelson said in a 
Sept. 13 letter. 

“But many homeowners in 
Florida are concerned that the 
insurance rate increases scheduled 
to go into effect this year will 
make it impossible for them 
to sell their homes or pay the 
premiums. This is an impossible 
choice for most Americans. 
I’m not opposed to making the 

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS
  |  DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY  |  BACKSPLASHES  |  AREA RUGS  |

THE 2011 & 2012

DOVE INTERIORS FLOORING & WINDOW TREATMENTS
2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL  (1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) 813-645-8660

www.DoveInteriorsCarpetOne.com
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday • Evenings by appointment

Your Flooring & Window Treatment Experts....22 Years Strong!

DURING NATIONAL KARASTAN MONTH

DOVE INTERIORS CARPET ONE SUPPORTS MADE IN AMERICA!

The Hunter Douglas Custom Shutter Collection, 
one way to get everything you want

in a quality, custom shutter.
We offer three Hunter Douglas shutter products to choose from: Heritance® Hardwood 

Shutters, Palm Beach™ Polysatin Shutters and NewStyle® Hybrid Shutters, with more 
than 750 design options between them to customize your home.

Rebates
UP TO

$1,000
See store for details

CUSTOM SHUTTER COLLECTION

HERITANCE®

Hardwood Shutters
PALM BEACH®

Polyresin Shutters
NEWSTYLE®

Hybrid Shutters

doveinteriors.hdwfg.com
Copyright© 2008 Hunter Douglas, Inc. ® Registered trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc. 

™ Trademark of Hunter Douglas Inc.

In-Home
Consultation

Flood insurance
Continued from page 8 Ᏽ

flood insurance program more 
financially stable, but it won’t do 
much good if it turns out folks 
cannot afford the coverage.”

The long-term solution to the 
problem lies with the free market, 
said Beggins who believes private 
insurance companies will step in 
once federal subsidizes are gone.

“I have lived in Apollo Beach 
for 25 years and been paying 
flood insurance without a claim. 
I think other insurers will enter 
the market to get a piece of that 
business.”

While rates offered by private 
insurance companies will be 
higher than the subsidized NFIP 
rates “it won’t be as drastic as 
these new rates. I firmly believe 
new companies will enter the 
market saying ‘I want a piece of 
this lucrative insurance market 
and now that the government is 
not subsidizing rates I can charge 
a competitive rate.’”

For more information on 
changes to NFIP flood insurance 
rates, see FEMA’s web page on 
the subject: http://www.fema.gov/
flood-insurance-reform-act-2012.

Flood Insurance Ratestrue risk. Over the years, the costs 
and consequences of flooding 
have continued to increase. For 
the NFIP to remain sustainable – 
the program is $24 billion in the 
red — its premium structure must 
reflect the true risks and costs of 
flooding. This is a primary driver 
for many of the changes required 
under the law. 

3. Will everyone with NFIP 
policies see their rates 
change? 

More than 80 percent of policy-
holders (representing approxi-
mately 4.48 million of the 5.6 
million policies in force) do not 
pay subsidized rates. About 20 
percent of all NFIP policies pay 
subsidized rates. Only a portion 
of those policies that are currently 
paying subsidized premiums will 
see larger premium increases of 
25 percent annually starting this 
year, until their premiums are 
full-risk premiums. Five percent 
of policyholders — those with 
subsidized policies for non-pri-
mary residences, businesses, and 
severe repetitive loss properties 
— will see the 25 percent annual 
increases immediately. Subsidies 
will no longer be offered for poli-
cies covering newly purchased 
properties, lapsed policies, or 
new policies covering properties 
for the first time. 

The 80 percent of NFIP policies 
that already pay full-risk pre-
miums will not see these large 
premium increases but most 
policyholders will see a new 
charge on their premiums to 
cover a Reserve Fund assessment. 
Additional changes to premium 
rates will occur upon remapping. 

These premium rate changes will not 
be implemented until the latter half 
of 2014. 

4. Which properties will be 
most affected by changes in 
rates? 

Rate changes will have the greatest 
effect on properties located within a 
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) 
that were constructed before a 
community adopted its first Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and 
have not been elevated. For many 
communities the initial FIRM would 
have been adopted in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Your local insurance 
agent will be able to provide you 
the initial FIRM date for your com-
munity. 

Many of these pre-FIRM properties 
have been receiving subsidized 
rates. Subsidies are already being 
phased out for non-primary resi-
dences. Starting this fall, subsidies 
will be phased out for businesses, 
properties of one to four residences 
that have experienced severe repeti-
tive loss and properties that have 
incurred flood-related damages 
where claims payments exceed the 
fair market value of the property. 
Premiums for these properties will 
increase by 25 percent per year 
until they reach the full risk rate. 

Subsidies are not being phased 
out for existing policies covering 
primary residences. However, 
the subsidy provided to primary 
residences could still be lost under 
conditions that apply to all subsi-
dized policies. Subsidies will be 
immediately phased out for all new 
and lapsed policies and upon sale 
of the property. There may also be 

premium changes for policyholders 
after their community is remapped. 
But that provision of the Act is still 
under review and will be imple-
mented in the future. 

6. What happens if a policy 
with subsidized rates is 
allowed to lapse or the 
property is sold? 

Starting this fall, for all currently 
subsidized policies, there will be 
an immediate increase to the full 
risk rates for all new and lapsed 
policies and upon the sale/pur-
chase of a property. Full risk rates 
will be charged to the next owner 
of the policy. 

7. When will NFIP 
grandfathering be 
eliminated?

Currently, the NFIP Grandfather 
procedure provides eligible prop-
erty owners the option of using risk 
data from previous Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) if a policy-
holder maintained continuous 
coverage through a period of a 
FIRM revision or if a building was 
constructed “in compliance” with 
the requirements for the zone and 
BFE reflected on a previous FIRM. 

Using new flood risk data, FEMA 
will phase in new rates over five 
years starting in the latter half of 
2014. Many of the precise details 
of this implementation are still 
under development. 

For more information on changes 
to NFIP flood insurance rates, see 
FEMA’s web page on the subject: 
http://www.fema.gov/flood-insur-
ance-reform-act-2012.

Source: Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency

NatioNal oceaNic aNd atmospheric admiNistratioN
Claims from Hurricane Katrina, above, are one of the main reasons 
the National Flood Insurance Program is $24 billion in the red. Flori-
da has not been hit by a major hurricane in seven years.
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SouthShore Regional Library
Kids program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Teen Game Zone - Thursday, Oct. 3 at 5:30 p.m.
Teen gamers come join us as we plug our Xbox 360, Wii, and PlaySta-

tion into the large projector screens for two hours of gaming.

Bedtime Stories - Thursday, Oct. 3 at 7 p.m.
For ages 2-5 with a caregiver ~ Stories, action rhymes, songs, inter-

active activities, and crafts make up this fun 30-minute program that 
celebrates a love of reading. Children may wear pajamas and bring a 
blanket and favorite cuddly toy.

Teen Advisory Board Meeting - Thursday, Oct. 3 at 7 p.m.
For teens in grades 6-12 ~ Join the Teen Advisory Board to get involved 

with the Library’s teen programs or earn community service hours for 
graduation, scholarships and more.  Funding provided by the Friends of 
the SouthShore Regional Library.

Motion Commotion - Friday, Oct. 4 at 10:05 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
For children ages 2-5 with their caregivers ~ Join us for this fun and 

very interactive preschool music and movement program as we shake 
some sillies out.

Pee Wee Artists: Let’s Create! - Saturday, Oct. 5 at 10:30 a.m.
Pee Wee Artists, 3-6 years with adult ~ join Art Instructor Tim Gibbons 

for a fun morning creating an art project to take home. Limit 15. Reg-
istration required at either the Information Desk or by calling 813-273-
3652. Funding for this program provided by a grant from the Community 
foundation of Greater Sun City Center.

Creative Artists: Let’s Create! - Saturday, Oct. 5 at 11:30 a.m.
Creative Artists, 7-10 years, will have fun with Art Instructor Tim Gib-

bons creating an art project to take home. Limit 22. Registration required 
at either the Information Desk or by calling 813-273-3652. Funding for 
this program provided by a grant from the Community Foundation of 
Greater Sun City Center.

Pee Wee Artists: Let’s Create! - Monday, Oct. 7 at 10:30 a.m.
Pee Wee Artists, 3-5 years with a caregiver ~ join an art instructor 

and have a fun morning creating an art project to take home. Limit 18. 
Registration required at either the Information Desk or by calling 813-
273-3652.

Baby Time -  Monday, Oct. 7 at 1:35 p.m.
         Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 11:35 a.m.
         Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 10:05 a.m.

For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers ~ Early literacy 
begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 
and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces early literacy 
skills and encourages language development.  

Mad Science: Up, Up, and Away - Monday, Oct. 7 at 7 p.m.
For children ages 5-12 ~ Join us for this incredible program that in-

troduces children to the principles of air and pressure. Hot air balloons, 
vortex generators and even a hovercraft will help children understand 
the power of air. Children will be dazzled and entertained as they inter-
act with our Mad Scientist! Funded by the Friends of the SouthShore 
Library.

Toddler Time - Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 10:05 a.m.  & 10:35 a.m.
             Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 10:35 a.m.

For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers ~ Stories, finger-
plays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness. 

Story Time - Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 11 a.m. 
         Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 11 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers ~ Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading readi-
ness and social interaction.  

 

Hillsborough County wants to 
remind residents to make sure they 
know their pickup schedules for 
garbage, recycling and yard waste 
for automated collection, which 
began this past Monday.

Collection schedules and infor-
mation about service providers are 
included in the instruction packets 
distributed with the new roll carts. 
Also, a “Find My Service Provid-
er” link is available at www.Hills-
boroughCounty.org/TalkTrash.

 Residents who have not received 
their carts should call Hillsbor-
ough County Public Utilities Cus-
tomer Service at 813-272-5680 for 
assistance.

Sun City Center and Kings Point 
residents will have automated col-
lection beginning in January, and 
can look for their carts to be deliv-
ered then.

As a result of new contracts that 
went into effect with three private 

New Schedules for garbage, recycling and 
yard waste collection began Sept. 30

companies Sept. 30, about three-
quarters of residents in the Coun-
ty’s Solid Waste service area have 
different collection schedules, and 
two-thirds will have different ser-
vice providers.

Under the new contracts, resi-
dential customers will still have the 
same collection frequency: twice 
weekly for garbage, once weekly 
for recycling, and once weekly for 
yard waste.

Other Important Reminders:
• Three-Foot Rule - At the curb, 

place the carts at least 3 feet away 
from other carts, mailboxes, cars, 
trees, shrubs, fire hydrants and 
utility poles.

• Everything Must Fit Inside 
The Carts - Items left outside 
the carts cannot be picked up by 
the mechanical arm on a collec-
tion vehicle. Take bulky trash to 
a Community Collection Center 
at no charge, or call your service 

provider for a special pickup for a 
fee.

• Curbside Collection For Old 
Garbage Cans - Now that automat-
ed collection has started customers 
can dispose of old garbage cans by 
putting them inside the GRAY roll 
cart for pickup, or taking them to 
any of the County’s four Commu-
nity Collection Centers.

• Cart Swap-Out Period - Resi-
dents are asked to give the roll carts 
a “test drive” through the holidays, 
when many households generate 
more trash. After that, if a differ-
ent size cart is more practical, they 
can contact their service provider 
between Jan. 15 and March 15 for 
a free exchange. After March 15, 
it will cost $30 for a different size.

For more information or ques-
tions about the new collection 
service, visit www.Hillsborough-
County.org/TalkTrash, or call 813-
272-5680.

Christian Torres is 
commended by Merit 
Scholarship Program

Christian N. Torres, a student at 
Lennard High School, has been 
named a Commended Student in 
the 2014 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program.

Although they will not continue 
in the competition for National 
Merit Scholarship awards, Com-
mended Students are among the 
top 5 percent of more than 1.5 mil-
lion students who entered the 2014 
competition by taking the 2012 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Apollo Beach sisters surprised
Sisters Amy Andersen and Karen Hinds, both of Apollo Beach, were 

recently informed that their father David Hinds of Dublin, Ohio, was 
selected to be inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame.

The induction ceremony will take place in November at the Columbus 
Ohio Veterans Memorial.

Their father, soon to be a resident of Naples, Fla., is a Vietnam Vet.

Really, my dear, when it comes 
to finding a professional, 
there is no substitute for our 
Business & Trade section.  
It’s elementary! page 26

The Observer News
210 Woodland Estates Ave.

813-645-3111
call today to advertise  

your business

is over!
YourYour

is over!
SEARCH

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

WE’RE MORE THAN JUST 
BUSINESS CARDS!

We print newsletters, bulletins, post cards, 
membership directories, tickets, posters, letterhead, 
envelopes, scratch pads, greeting cards, bookmarks, 

brochures, thank you notes, etc. 
Call Your Neighborhood Printer 645-4048

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

www.mmprintinc.com
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Life never 
sounded so great!

“We wholeheartedly can and do recommend 
Hillsborough Hearing to anyone who has 
a hearing loss. The hearing aids, as well as  
your caring and excellent service, have  
been a blessing for us.”

Gratefully,
Glenn and Maureen

CALL TODAY!
813-642-7580

1509A Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Open Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 illsborough
earing Aid Center

Better Hearing...Better Life!H
New Location, Same Great Service

BUY ONE 
GET ONE
FREE

Hearing Aids

5/ear
HEARING AID 

CLEANING

$

EXP: 10/31/13 EXP: 10/31/13

Joe Lang, CFP® - Glenn Krcmaric, OSJ - Robyn Payant, President - Tom Payant, C.E.O.,
Lillian Brassil, Office Manager - Heidi Oelgart, Marketing Assistant - Peter Farina, CFA® 

Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant, Glenn Krcmaric, Joseph Lang, and Peter Farina offer securities through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Thomas A. Payant, Glenn Krcmaric, 
and Joseph Lang offer investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

WHO IS THE TEAM BUILDING
YOUR RETIREMENT STRATEGY?

Let our team help you!

Call us! 813-633-7333
1653 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com  

Serving South Shore 
for 30 years

SouthShore Regional Library
Adult program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Introduction to iPad - Thursday, Oct. 3 at 12:30 p.m.
An introduction to the iPad including AppleIDs, WiFi, the App Store, 

and more. Limit: 20.

No Fuss Foods - Friday, Oct. 4 at 11 a.m.
Cooking delicious and nutritious meals does not need to take a lot of 

time or cost a lot of money. Join Rowena Sjovall of No Fuss Foods as 
she demonstrates how to make easy, nutritious meals. Seating limit: 20.  
Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 813-273-3652. Fund-
ed by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library. 

Windows 7: Introduction & Intro to Computers - Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 
12:30 p.m.

Learn the parts of a window, how to navigate in the Windows environ-
ment, and file management. Learn about the parts and basic terminology 
of computers. Also covers basic purchasing considerations. Limit: 20.

eBooks for Tablets and Smartphones - Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 10:30 
a.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 
a Android, Blackberry, iPad, iPhone or Windows 7 devices using a free 
app. Learn how to register for a free Adobe ID to wirelessly check out 
and download library eBooks to an electronic tablet. Presented by the 
Tampa Bay Library Consortium  Limit: 20.  

Mah Jongg Club - Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy an evening of the popular table game, Mah Jongg. Participants 

are asked to bring their own Mah Jongg set or card. Limited to 28 play-
ers.  Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 273.3652. Fund-
ed by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

SouthShore Needle People - Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 

about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome! 
Bring a project to work on.

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If you 
would be interested in becoming a member of the Friends of the Library, 
call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396, www.southshorefriends.com.

 

Area businesses donate new roof to 
Mary & Martha House

One of the transitional homes at Mary Martha House got a new roof 
thanks to the generosity of two local businesses.  

Kristi Hodson of ABC Supply Co. Inc. toured the facilities and learned 
of the need for a new roof. She contacted the agency and offered to sup-
ply the materials needed. 

Then Albert Docobo of American Roofing and Sheet Metal Inc. got 
involved and offered to donate their time and labor for the project. Many 
thanks to all those who made this project happen.

Mary & Martha House Inc. provides emergency and transitional hous-
ing and support services to homeless and abused women and children in 
South Hillsborough County.  

For information about Mary & Martha House call 813-645-7874. Mary 
& Martha House would like to thank ABC Supply Co. Inc. and American 
Roofing and Sheet Metal for their generosity.

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed 

the following weekly activities. Meetings are: VFW 
and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; and 
MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday each month. Chapel duty 
at the VA Hospital every Sunday all month, 8:30 a.m.

Thursday, Oct. 3 - Bar poker 6 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4 -  Lounge games 2 p.m. Fish Fry 4:30-7 p.m. Queen of 

Heart Drawing, 7:30 p.m.  Music by You 2 Can 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 5 - Turkey Shoot 1 p.m. Crew Games & free hot dogs 

6 p.m.  
Sunday, Oct. 6 - Music by Bert & Sassy 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 7 - Crew Games & free hot dogs 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 8 - Games in lounge, 1-4 p.m. Bingo: doors open 4 p.m., 

game 6 p.m. Kitchen open 4:30 p.m.
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Lawson Financial - Tax-Free Muni Bond & Seminar Ad
Seminar: Sun City, FL on 10/10
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Ad Runs:  Thursday  10/3/13

Sales Rep:  Nan Kirk  -  813-645-3111 (x-211)
Fax:  813-645-4118

9/26/13   •    PO #13-6133 

email:  nan@observernews.net

Jeannie Casnellie, Inc. Advertising & Marketing
casnellieadv@tampabay.rr.com
Phone: 727-772-8315  •  Fax: 727-772-7354

DISCLAIMER ENLARGED FOR PROOF READING:

*THIS INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL OR A SOLICITATION TO BUY, NOR SHALL THERE BE 
ANY SALE OF THE BONDS IN ANY STATE IN WHICH IT IS UNLAWFUL TO MAKE SUCH OFFER.  OFFERING MADE BY OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

ONLY. AN INVESTMENT IN THE SERIES 2013 BONDS INVOLVE CERTAIN RISKS.  SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE AND/OR CHANGE IN PRICE. 
INCOME IS FREE FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAX, MAY BE SUBJECT TO STATE INCOME TAX.   NO RATING APPLIED FOR. NON-RATED BONDS 

GENERALLY CARRY A HIGHER RATE OF RETURN AS COMPENSATION FOR THE RISK ASSOCIATED.  AS OF 9.26.13.

Tax-Free Income
Explore the Potential.

TAX-FREE MUNICIPAL BONDS

*THIS INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM DOES NOT CONSTITUTE

AN OFFER TO SELL OR A SOLICITATION TO BUY, NOR SHALL THERE BE ANY SALE

OF THE BONDS IN ANY STATE IN WHICH IT IS UNLAWFUL TO MAKE SUCH OFFER.

OFFERING MADE BY OFFICIAL STATEMENT ONLY. AN INVESTMENT IN THE SERIES 2013

BONDS INVOLVE CERTAIN RISKS.  SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE AND/OR CHANGE IN PRICE.

INCOME IS FREE FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAX, MAY BE SUBJECT TO STATE INCOME TAX.

NO RATING APPLIED FOR. NON-RATED BONDS GENERALLY CARRY A HIGHER RATE OF

RETURN AS COMPENSATION FOR THE RISK ASSOCIATED.  AS OF 9.26.13.

Stop Paying Taxes on
Your Interest Income!

F L O R I D A  •   A R I Z O N A  •  U S A  •  S I N C E  1 9 8 4

Denny's Restaurant
Thursday, October 10th — 11:00 AM

3747 Sun City Center Boulevard
 — Light Lunch Served —

The Medical Clinic Board of The City of Mobile (Second), AL
First Mortgage Healthcare Facility Rev Bonds
(Gordon Jensen Healthcare Association, Inc. Project)

PRICE $100   DUE 9.1.43   CALL 9.1.16 @ 103%
CPN RATE 7.90%   *NOT-RATED

Monthly Interest Payments

7.90% 
*

YTM

NEW ISSUE

Call today for reservations:

727-572-6864 or 1-800-888-4082
We don’t spend your time — we invest it!

DONATE!CARS, TRUCKS,
BOATS, RVs

  Please Help Fight

FULLY TAX DEDUCTIBLE
RECEIVE BLUE BOOK VALUE 800-714-3575

American Children’s Society
Florida Reg. #CH11978 - An IRS Recognized Non-Profi t 501(c)3 Organization

Making a difference for a child!

We also accept collectibles, 
appliances, furniture, etc.

Receipts on the spot and IRS forms sent directly to you!

FAST & FREE PICK UP
Vehicles Running  or Not - NO Restrictions

FREE $200 Gas Card
WITH YOUR DONATION!!

Saturday, Oct. 5
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

BIG BEND ROAD

SUN CITY BLVD. (674)

301
Valencia Lakes

According to Alpha Pizza owner 
Nick Egarhos, this year’s Alpha 
Pizza Idol event was the closest 
finish ever, with talented singer 
Eva Peake (above, third from left) 
taking top honors and the $500 
prize after a sing-off with  Seth 
Alderman. “Eva prevailed but it 
was very close,” Egarhos said. 
According to his fans, 15-year-
old Alderman, pictured at right, 
has a voice and a stage pres-
ence with a maturity far beyond 
his relatively few years, singing 
the oldies from the likes of Si-
natra. He proved that and more 
on Saturday in Apollo Beach, 
taking second place and a $250 
prize. Rounding out the finalists 
from the Friday night competi-
tion were Jeff Smith winning 
third place and $125, Andrea 
Paxton taking fourth place and 
a $25 gift certificate and Tony 
DuPont winning fifth place and a 
$25 gift certificate. Karaoke was 
provided by Tito & Debi (www.
tito-debi-karaoke.com). 

Alpha Pizza names ‘idol’
MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS

Eva Peake (third from left) took top honors and the $500 prize at the 
annual Alpha Idol competition.

Alpha Pizza Idol is an annual 
karaoke competition sponsored 
by the well-known restaurant at 
the water’s end of Apollo Beach 
Boulevard. For more informa-
tion, visit Alpha Pizza at www.
alphapizza.com.

Hillsborough County To adjust 
yellow light intervals per revised 

FDOT standards
By the end of 2013, all red light signals in Hillsborough County are to 

have updated yellow light intervals per the revised Florida Department 
of Transportation (FDOT) standards. At their regular board meeting on 
Aug. 21, the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners vot-
ed unanimously (5-0) to expedite the implementation of FDOT changes, 
on a motion made by Commissioner Kevin Beckner.

The first red light signals to receive this updated yellow light timing 
will be the six intersections with red light cameras:

• Bloomingdale Avenue & Bell Shoals Road (NB)
• Brandon Boulevard & Grand Regency Boulevard (NB)
• Fletcher Avenue & Bruce B. Downs Boulevard (NB, EB, WB)
• Sligh Avenue & Habana Avenue (EB)
• Waters Avenue & Anderson Road (EB, WB)
• Waters Avenue & Dale Mabry Highway (EB, WB)
These initial updates should be done by the end of October. The other 

approximately 500 red light signals are to receive the updated yellow 
timing by the end of the calendar year.

This change is necessary since Florida has adopted the Federal High-
way Administration’s manual on uniform traffic control devices. This 
adoption would make yellow light timings consistent throughout the 
United States.

As such, the FDOT has just updated its Traffic Engineering Manual, 
which applies to the state highway system and to all local intersections 
where there are red light cameras. Section 3.6 of the Traffic Engineering 
Manual standardizes the yellow interval. Many local agencies, including 
Hillsborough County, have adopted these same standards for intersec-
tions off the state system.
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JSA Medical Group
Sun City Center Activity Center
EVENTS CALENDAR

JSA MEDICAL GROUP - SUN CITY CENTER
787 Cortaro Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573

Adult Primary Care

In a State-of-the-Art New Facility!
physicians
JSA Medical Group in Sun City Center is a 

comprehensive primary care clinic with many services 
offered in-house including radiology and labs! There 

is no better time to become a member of JSA!

Call Today!
(813) 634-2500

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Including Humana and CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members

JSA Medical Group - Sun City Center Activity Center is open to the community 
& offers a variety of FREE community & patient events including Yoga, Tai Chi, 
health lectures, parties, line dancing & more! (*Classes are subject to change)

Visit us online for the monthly schedule: JSAMedicalGroup.com, click “Events”

Thu 
03:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
TAIJUTSU Japenese Martial Arts (NEW!)

9:30 to 10:30 am
2 to 3 pm

Fri 
04:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Mon 
07:

BALLROOM DANCE - FOXTROT (COUPLES ONLY)
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

11 am to Noon
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Tue 
08:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 11 am to Noon

Wed 
09:

LINE DANCING*: Beginners Class
Advanced Class

11 am to Noon
12:15 to 1:15 pm

Thu 
10:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
TAIJUTSU Japenese Martial Arts (NEW!)

9:30 to 10:30 am
2 to 3 pm

Fri 
11:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Mon 
14:

BALLROOM DANCE - FOXTROT (COUPLES ONLY)
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

11 am to Noon
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

Tue 
15:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
DIABETES WORKSHOP (PLEASE RSVP)

11 am to Noon
2 to 4 pm

Wed 
16:

LINE DANCING*: Beginners Class
Advanced Class

11 am to Noon
12:15 to 1:15 pm

Thu 
17:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
TAIJUTSU Japenese Martial Arts (NEW!)

9:30 to 10:30 am
2 to 3 pm

Fri 
18:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1 to 2 pm 
2:15 to 3:30 pm

OCTOBER EVENTS *REGISTER NOW! (813) 419-5020
LINE DANCING 

CLASS
PARTICIPANTS:
Please do not

wear open-toed 
shoes or scented 

perfumes &
lotions to class

Kidney SmartSM

is a series of 
classes offered 
through DaVita 

Dialysis on Chronic 
Kidney Disease 

(CKD). The program 
is free and open to 
the community. For 
more information:
www.davita.com, 
click on Kidney 

Smart tab.
Next class is:
October 30

Please check your 
insurance

coverage for 
SILVERSNEAKERS 
class participation 

eligibility.

*MSROM:
Muscular Strength 

& Range of 
Movement Classes
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Tom Pospichal, Manager  

Mosaic Agricultural Operations, Florida

That’s our promise.
As the world’s population increases, the demand for affordable 
food increases with it. The Mosaic Company helps the world grow 
the food it needs by providing farmers with essential crop nutrients. 
Today, more than half the phosphate fertilizer used by U.S. farmers 
is produced right here in Florida. Mosaic’s more than 3,000 Florida 
employees are honored to help farmers put food on the table for 
millions of families – including yours. 

Join in Mosaic’s promise at www.mosaicco.com/promise.

 We help hardworking farmers 
nourish our growing world. 

Howard A. Orba, M.D. | Michael G. Caruso, M.D. | Leslee Baute, P.A.C.

WWW.THESKINCANCERCENTERS.COM
“SOUTH HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY’S ONLY FELLOWSHIP TRAINED MOHS SURGEON”

Are you
over 65?

Did you know people 
over 65  have a  
50% higher  

likelihood of developing 
Skin Cancer?

NOW ACCEPTING TRICARE PRIME

Two of the area’s largest and most well-known theater companies, Peli-
can Players, with a home at the Borini Theater in Kings Point, and the 
SCC Performing Arts Company, with a home at the Rollins Theater at 
the Community Association complex, joined forces with a champagne 
reception on Thursday night.  The motto for the evening was “Together 
we proudly present the very best in affordable, easily accessible live 
theater!”. For information about the Pelican Players visit www.pelican-
players.org. For information about the Performing Arts Company, visit 
www.performingartscompany-scc.org.

Area live theater is now 
bigger and better than ever

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS
Linda Halperin from Pelican Players, left, and Ellen Kleinschmidt, right, 
from the Performing Arts Company.

Also attending the event were Observer News columnist Bill Hodges 
and his wife Phyllis.
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month

A RETIREMENT & REHABILITATION COMMUNITY

Independent, Assisted Living, Memory Care and Skilled Nursing

Concerned about COPD?
Come to SunTowers Therapy to 
receive your FREE Pulmonary 

Screening from our respiratory 
therapist. Call now!

Schedule a tour 
of our

New MEMORY CARE
and receive a complimentary copy of 

Alzheimer’s Basic Caregiving: an ABC Guide
by author Kathy Laurenhue

Call (813) 634-3347

101 Trinity Lakes Drive
Sun City Center, FL
SunTowersRetirement.com
Assisted Living Facility #4991

OF 

Master Certified
Technicians

Lic# MVS51635

AT HOME AUTO CARE

®

Family Owned & Operated

                         Approved Auto Repair Center
We participate in AAA Dollars Program

OPEN 8 am-5 pm Monday thru Friday 
www.athomeauto.net(813) 645-0339

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 

Owners: Lee & Julie Davis

Michelin
Soccer Tire Promotion

$70 Gift Card*
with the purchase of 
four                  tires.

$50 Gift Card*
with the purchase of 
four                       tires.

$40 Gift Card*
with the purchase of 
four                      tires.

*See store for details. Expires 11/12/13

all the way to the administrative 
offices. But in that time, some-
thing even more amazing hap-
pened: the students have come to 
see good character as something 
that is cool.

Apollo Beach Elementary 
School was recently recognized 
for their efforts by the Character 
Education Partnership, a national 
nonpartisan advocacy group based 
in Washington, DC, dedicated to 
helping schools promote charac-
ter development among students. 
The group named Apollo Beach 
Elementary as a National School 
of Character — it was the only 
school named in Florida and 
among a mere 29 schools receiv-
ing the honor nationwide. Having 
long demonstrated their commit-
ment to character, the distinction 
will remain in place for five years, 
and the school will be held up as a 
model for other schools.

As with so many things, the 
building of a good character 
begins at home. But for young 
children, elementary school is 
where the lessons and example 
from home can be demonstrated 
and built upon in a public setting. 
For some young people, by high 
school or even middle school, it 
may be too late.

“The kids need that foundation,” 
Dickson said. “We started to iden-
tify certain things and we focused 
on those. The students were able 
to take responsibility. Everybody 
is talking about what it means to 
have character, it’s just a way of 
life here.”

And that way of life is based on 
simple concepts, known around 
the school as ABES: Act responsi-
bly, Be Trustworthy, Exhibit Kind-
ness, and Show Respect. Simple, 

Apollo Beach Elementary wins national award
Continued from page 1 Ᏽ

perhaps, but other than home, 
where and how else could children 
learn about it, if not in school?

Character is not something that 
can be simply learned in books. It 
is taught by example and carried 
forth through dedication and per-
severance.  All of which became a 
focus at the school.

 “This was a process,” Dickson 
said. “Everybody here is on board 
with this. It was something that 
started out small and now every-
one is so excited about it, they 
have ownership in it. It makes 
everyone feel good.  This is some-
thing that we believe in and we are 
very proud of this.”

Perhaps most importantly, the 
children have taken ownership of 
it, too. 

“None of the kids worry about 
whether or not it looks cool if they 
tell me the restrooms are messy,” 
Dickson said with a smile.

The greater Apollo Beach com-
munity has also signed on, making 
the effort far-reaching, extending 
to life beyond the school grounds. 
With suggestions from the school’s 
PTA, Dickson created signs tied to 
the school’s character program to 
distribute to local businesses.

“The kids will come in and say, 
“We saw a sign in Beef O’Brady’s 
last night!” related Dickson. 

The power of taking lessons 
from school to the larger world 
cannot be underestimated and 
Dickson is grateful to area busi-
nesses for supporting their children 
and their futures.

“The parents have been support-
ive, the entire community has been 
supportive and the students have 
stepped up to be a part of this,” 
Dickson said.

Albert Einstein knew that mak-

ing a great scientist requires a 
great character, something that 
could also be extended to making 
a great truck driver, office clerk, 
teacher, principal — or a guid-
ance counselor. At Apollo Beach 
Elementary, the keys to success 
in later life have been given to 
the students with a program that 
began more than a decade ago and 
has expanded to involve the entire 
staff, the parents and the com-
munity. While the efforts made by 
the children cannot be overstated, 
the involvement of so many has 
resulted in success.  Winning the 
award was a rigorous process that 
involved everything from school 
visits to interviews with parents, 
students and teachers.

Later this month, Dickson will 
travel to Washington, DC to accept 
the National School of Character 
award on behalf of everyone at 
Apollo Beach Elementary.

“I am so excited,” she said. “I 
wish I could take everyone with 
me — all 650 of us going would 
be great.”

In a sense, they will be with her 

Financial website names Riverview as 
third best place in Florida for jobs

By  ■ MitCh tRaphagEN
mitch@observernews.net

Nerdwallet.com, a personal 
financial website has named 

Mitch traphagen photo
Apollo Beach Elementary was the only school in Florida and one of only 29 
in the nation. It will be considered a National School of Character for five 
years and will be held up as a model for other schools.

— character counts and in Apollo 
Beach, it is something that is being 
built with many hands. It is an 
award that recognizes and honors 

all of those hands. As Reverend 
Billy Graham alluded to, when 
you have character, you have 
everything.

New Ruskin, Progress 
Village schools named 

By  ■ KEViN BRady
kevin@observernews.net

Hillsborough County School 
Board honored two former 
educators when they picked 
names for two new elementary 
schools in Ruskin and Progress 
Village. 

The Ruskin elementary school 
will be named after Vince 
Thompson, a former school 
administrator who was principal 
of East Bay High School and the 
first principal of Riverview High 
School. Thompson died last year.

The school is due to open in 
the fall of 2014. 

The school board reviewed 
more than 130 nominations for 
the $14.2 million school on East 
Shell Point Road in Ruskin, next 
to Lennard High School.

“We had numerous suggestions 
for names,” said Steve Hegarty, 
a Hillsborough County School 
Board spokesperson, “including 
some cute ones like ‘Little 

Lennard’ since it’s adjacent to 
Lennard High School.”

Before going into 
administration, he was a teacher 
and football coach. He continued 
working part-time for the district 
after retiring.  

“He was there for every single 
child,” said board member Candy 
Olson, noting Thompson’s 
dedication to migrant students.

The school, designed by Wilder 
Architecture, Inc., will be built in 
2014, adjacent to Lennard High 
School. The floor plan includes  
a media/administration building, 
two-story classroom buildings 
with art, music and physical 
education spaces.

A new elementary school in 
Magnolia Park near Progress 
Village Middle Magnet School 
will be named after Jack Lamb, a 
former administrator and school 
board member.

Riverview as the third best place 
in Florida for jobs. The website 
described the community as 
having a 260.9 percent population 
increase between 2008 and 2011 
with a median household income 
of $67,298 and having nearly 71 
percent employment.  According 
to Nerdwallet, jobs in education 
assistance, health care, social 
services, finance, insurance, real 
estate and renting and leasing are 
the primary growth industries in 
the community.

Neighboring Valrico topped 
Riverview with a second place 
rating and an average household 
income of $76,016. Many of 
the growth industries were the 
same, although the website 
stated Valrico growth industries 
also included professional, 
scientific, and management and 
administrative services.

Another Bay Area city, Wesley 
Chapel came in first place with 
Fruit Cove, near Jacksonville, 
Cooper City and Weston in the 
Miami area, Oviedo near Orlando, 
Doral near Miami, Wellington in 
Palm Beach County and Coral 
Springs in Broward County 
rounding out the top ten.

For more information, visit 
tinyurl.com/observer-jobsurvey.
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were having both good effects and 
bad.

Jelsema explained the rain 
cycles, and Hubbell explained 
their effect on the local ecology.

I was definitely in luck.
“We tied the record set for 

rainfall in the 1800s for three 
consecutive months,” Jelsema 
said. “It was 10-inches or more. 
If we had done it in September 
also, we’d have broken the record, 
but the measurements are taken at 
Tampa International Airport and 
they didn’t get as much rain as we 
did here, only 7.37 inches (as of 
Sept. 27).”

This was also the first year in 
many the Gulf did not produce a 
tropical storm of significance and 
no hurricane. This was unexpect-
ed, because the cycles of “active 
hurricane seasons” and “low hur-
ricane activity” come in 30-year 
periods, and the current active 
period does not end until 2025 he 
explained.

“We’re still in an active seasonal 
cycle that started in the mid 1990s, 
yet except for Tropical Storm 
Debbie in June2012 and Hurricane 
Isaac during the Republican Na-
tional Convention in August 2012, 
we didn’t have anything of note 
since the 2004-2005 storms that 
were so intense, like Katrina.,” he 
said.

We have just come out of a long 
period of drought conditions as 
well, caused by the large amount 
of dust floating in the air coming 
off the Sahara region of Africa, 
which absorbs the moisture in the 
air and makes for drought condi-
tions.

Another reason there was no 
heavy storm this year is that there 
was a high amount of vertical 
wind shear, added Meteorologist 
Robert Garcia. 

“That’s a change of wind speed 
and direction with increasing 
altitude,” Garcia explained.

“It literally knocks the top off 
a storm and it falls like a Jenga 
tower,” added Jelsema. “It pushes 
the system over and won’t allow it 
to develop.”

This summer was also not as hot 
as normal. The highest readings 
in June hit 95; 94 in July and 94 
again in August. We also had a 
more consistent type of rain. “A 
little here, a little there, no after-
noon thunderstorms that hit hard 
and produced run off,” Jelsema 
said.

Switching to the effects of 
weather conditions on local plant 
life, I drove to Hubbell’s Nursery 

where I have had a reliable source 
for many years.

The greenery is so dark and 
lush because rainwater is filled 
with minerals and nutrients, 
Hubbell explained. But so much 
rain has also done two damaging 
things: a fungus is developing in 
places, causing people to use more 
pesticides, and some plants are 
yellowing, and people mistakenly 
think they are wilting from lack of 
water and water them again when 
they are really drowning.

“They need to understand the 
plants they have,” Hubbell said.

Usually a lot of rain makes grass 
yellowish but this year’s rainwater 
seemed to be rich in nitrogen and 
potassium, she said. “That makes 
for lush green.” 

One Sun City Center resident, 
Ed Barnes, overlooks a golf 
course. From his back porch, he 
can see the course is covered with 
grass that is a deep, dark green he 
has never seen there before.

Wes Mullins of Ruskin reports 
that some of his fruit trees are 
very different this year.

“We have a passion fruit vine 
and a guava tree that in the past 
had a couple of pieces of fruit on 
them but this year I’ve pulled off 
more than 40 pieces of fruit and 
it’s loaded again,” he said. “Some-
thing is definitely different.”

Weather station personnel say 
that since we only have about 
200 years of written records, it is 
hard to tell about cycles, and that 
makes weather very difficult to 
predict. 

“Some things are caused by 
specific events, but others are just 
cyclical,” Jelsema said.

Looking for STORAGE?

StorSafeStorage

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Publix
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KORTNEY D. HIGHTOWER, M.D.
Board Certified Dermatologist

www.HightowerDermatology.com
HightowerDermatology@gmail.com

Call Now  813-634-1484

Accepting New Patients
Practicing in Tampa Bay area since 2007

955 E. Del Webb Blvd. Ste. 101
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Located in Commonwealth 
Medical Plaza behind Publix

in Sun City Center

Rain totals in South County 
match those set in 1800s

Continued from page 1 Ᏽ

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTOS
Jon Jelsema, senior forecaster at the Ruskin Weather Station, says 
the rains this year tied a record set for the area in the 1800s but 
did not beat it only because levels are taken at Tampa International 
Airport and it did not receive as much rain as South County in Sep-
tember.

Normally by September, the 
leaves of these banana trees are 
a yellowish brown but this year 
they are a deep, dark green.
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Permanent 
Makeup

by Kelly Greene of Apollo Beach
Certified Permanent Makeup Specialist & 

Licensed Esthetician

Fall Special

25% Off All Services
Daily makeup is expensive, why not 

consider permanent makeup?
• Eyebrows • Upper & Lower Eyelids

• Eyelash Extensions
• Facials (Micro, Obagi and Face Peels)

• Teeth Whitening

Call Kelly today at

(813) 410-3137

ATTENTION Contractors:
Check out our selection of tools & supplies

www.TampaCrossties.com

• Gravel
• Washed Shell
• Pine Bark
• Mulch
• Lava Rock
• Lawn Furniture

Need Landscaping Advice?
Speak with one of our Professionals!

42” Round Table Set

Variety of 
Concrete 
Outdoor

Furniture & 
Accessories

Resurface your 
deck at a fraction 

of the price of 
replacement

Bulk Mulch & 
Rock

Mon.-Fri. 
8-5:00

Sat. 8-2

2604 College Ave. E. • Ruskin S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75 813-641-0090

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

• Tools
• Boulders
• Bagged 

Material
• Concrete 

Parking Stops

Red Mulch 5 bags for $10

Add a new spark 
to your backyard 

with a 

Century 
Fire Pit

Expires 10/12/13

America’s
Carwash

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ANY FULL SERVICE WASH ONLY
With this coupon only.  

Not valid with other specials 
or discounts. $1.50 extra for 

vans and SUVs. 
Exp.10/15/13

$2 OFF GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!®

CARDS

728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

About You
Mastectomy Boutique

40 Years Experience
CINDY HECKROW IS BACK!!!

Only Mastectomy Boutique in Tampa

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Call for appointment or

we do in-home fittings in all counties

(813) 876-BRAS (2727)

3401 Henderson Blvd.
Suite A

Tampa, FL 33609
in Palma Ceia Shopping Center

near Outback Steakhouse
Easy access from: Crosstown 
Expressway, I-275, Veterans 

Expressway, I-75,  and I-4

www.allaboutbras.com

Seamless soft 
cup covers 
back nicely

Breast Forms
      (The lightest in weight)

Attractive, Comfort Bras
Pocketed Camisoles
Lymphedema Garments
Swimsuits & Cover Ups
Wigs        Cruisewear

Newest strapless bra

Dear Savvy Senior,
I understand that there are a 

number of different flu vaccines 
being offered to adults this flu 
season. What can you tell me 
about them?

Seeking Protection

Dear Seeking,
D e p e n d i n g 

on your age, 
health and 
personal pref-
erence, there 
are six differ-
ent ways to 
get immunized 
against influ-

enza this year.
Just as they do every year, the 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends a 
seasonal flu shot to almost every-
one over the age of 6 months be-
cause it’s still the best protection 
against the flu.

If you get a flu shot, you’re 60 
percent less likely to get the flu. 
And if you do happen to get it, 
you’re likely to have a milder case 
if you’ve been inoculated. The flu 
puts more than 200,000 people in 
the hospital each year and kills on 
average about 24,000. Here’s the 
rundown on the different vaccines 
that are available this flu season:

Standard flu shot: This tried-
and-true shot that’s been around 
for more than 30 years protects 
against three strains of influenza, 
and is recommended for everyone 
6 months and older. This year’s 
version protects against the two 
common Type A strains H1N1 and 
H3N2, and one strain of Type B 
influenza virus.

Quadrivalent vaccine: New 
this year, this vaccine that protects 
against four types of influenza  
— the same three strains as the 
regular flu shot, plus an additional 
B-strain virus that primarily af-
fects kids. Available to everyone 6 
months and older, the quadrivalent 
shot will be available in limited 
supply this year, therefore it’s pri-
marily recommended for children.

Fluzone High-Dose: Designed 
for seniors age 65 and older, this 
vaccine contains four times the 
amount of antigen —  the part of 
the vaccine that prompts the body 
to make antibody — as a regu-
lar flu shot does, which creates a 
stronger immune response for bet-

ter protection. The manufacturer, 
Sanofi Pasteur, says its research 
shows the shot to be 24 percent 
more effective in seniors.

Fluzone Intradermal:  If you’re 
squeamish about needles, the in-
tradermal shot is a nice option be-
cause it uses a tiny micro-needle 
to inject the vaccine just under 
the skin, rather than deeper in the 
muscle like standard flu shots. 
This year’s version will protect 
against three strains of influenza, 
and is recommended to those ages 
18 to 64.

FluBlok: Created for people 
who are allergic to eggs who have 
had to skip their yearly flu shot.  
FluBlok is the first egg-free flu 
vaccine developed through cell 
technology from three flu strains 
cultured in caterpillar cells. This 
shot, however, is only recom-
mended to younger adults between 
the ages of 18 and 49.

FluMist: This nasal spray vac-
cine protects against four strains 
of influenza, just like the quadri-
valent shot, but it’s only recom-
mended for those between age 2 
and 49.

To locate a vaccination site that 
offers these options, ask your doc-
tor or pharmacist, or check the 
online flu-shot locator at flushot.
healthmap.org. Most chains like 
CVS, Walgreens, Safeway, Kmart, 
Walmart, Rite Aid and Kroger will 
offer the standard and high-dose 
shots, along with the flumist nasal 
spray. But because of limited sup-
ply, it may be a bit more difficult 
to locate the intradermal, quadri-
valent or flublock vaccines.

You’ll also be happy to know 
that most health plans and Medi-
care will cover the cost of a flu 
shot. But if you’re not covered by 
insurance, you can expect to pay 
around $25 to $35 for a standard, 
intradermal or quadrivalent flu 
shot, or $50 to $60 for a shot of the 
high-dose or flublock.

For more information on the dif-
ferent flu vaccines, visit the Center 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion at cdc.gov/flu, or call 800-
232-4636. 

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Nor-
man, OK 73070, or visit SavvySe-
nior.org. Jim Miller is a contribu-
tor to the NBC Today Show and 
author of The Savvy Senior book.

Many Flu Shot Options Available 
to Older Adults this Season

THE SAVVY 
SENIOR

By Jim Miller
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FREE GOLF

FREE?   YES!!!
  Purchase a 2014 membership between October 1 and 
December 15th, 2013 and play all the golf you desire for 

the remainder of 2013 for FREE
  Single membership $3,060     Couples $ 4,080

(Compare with what you’re paying!!!)

FREE GOLF FREE GOLF ?

Vicki Franks, Membership Director
Call 417-343-7196 or email 

Caloosapublicity@gmail.com
www.golfcaloosa.com

Caloosa Golf & C.C.

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza • YourEyeDoctors.com  

Our patients say it best…
“Dr. Davis provided compassionate care.  He was patient, kind 

and professional. I felt very safe and confi dent with his diagnosis!” 

~  Seville P.

• Fellowship-Trained Cornea Specialist 
 and LASIK & Cataract Surgeon

• Specialized Training and Expertise in: 
 Advanced Lens Implants/Crystalens, ReSTOR, Toric, 
 Cornea Transplants/DSEK, Dry Eye Disease

 Your Eye CareTrust
to Specialists.

Jeff rey Davis, M.D.

Call today to schedule your comprehensive 
eye exam with Dr. Jeff rey Davis.

Medicare & Most Insurance Plans Accepted.

Board-Certified Ophthalmologist

As one angler put it: “I’m in my 
glory!” Whopper gator trout are 
on the prowl and being caught by 
many.

The rain has 
subsided and it is time 
to do some fishing. 
The three great 
catches this week, 
were redfish, snook, 
and gator trout. 
Fishing for snook, 
redfish, and trout, 
have been great from 
the Kitchen, near Bullfrog Creek, to 
Cockroach Pass. 

Many anglers are opening up 
their tackle boxes and getting out 
those top lures, that they haven’t 
used in a while. Mirror lures have 
been used effectively for reds or 
snook. Cruising devil dog lures or 
just about any top water lures you 
have in your tackle box will snag a 
gator trout or two. Top lures work 
great in four feet of water or less.

Fresh bait is great also if you don’t 
have a lure in your arsenal.

For those who are fishing for 
snook, I’m told they are biting often 
and it is easy to catch one

The Kitchen always has a variety 
of fish. Cockroach Pass, Goose 
Neck Pass, and Big Pass, all have 
been good fishing spots this week.

At the mouth of the Little Manatee, 
flowing into the bay at Shell Point, 
has been a great fishing spot for 
those who don’t travel beyond the 
channel.

Those fishing from docks and 
piers have landed lots of sheepshead, 
snook and redfish. Some residents 

have lights on their piers 
and hang them in the water 
drawing the fish to the dock.

There have been reports of 
mangrove snapper catches 
from the Sunshine Skyway.

Flounder catches have been 
great also. Since the rain has 
stopped they have come to 
the top looking for food. All 
the catches I saw this week 

were edible.
I often hear “Why do we need 

fish in our diet?” A four-ounce 
portion of fish supplies about half 
of your daily requirement of high 
quality protein. Seafood is low 
in calories and sodium. Seafood 
contains polyunsaturated fatty acids 
important for maintaining arterial 
and heart functions. It supplies 
a good variety of vitamins and 
minerals, and it is easy to chew and 
digest.

If you buy frozen seafood, don’t 
keep it in your freezer more than 2 
or 3 months and don’t refreeze after 
thawed.

Canned seafood should be stored 
in a dry place and not kept for more 
than one year.

You should cook fresh caught 
seafood within two days.

We are blessed with pleasant fall 
and winter fishing weather. So, 
don’t be a couch potato, get up and 
go fishing.

By Jonie Maschek
Member: Florida Outdoor 

Writers Association

Fish Tales: 
The variety of catches continue

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Excel: Charts and Graphs • Friday, Oct. 4 at 3 p.m.
Create and format charts from data for visual emphasis. Previous expe-

rience with Microsoft Excel is recommended.

Excel III: Performing Calculations • Friday, Oct. 4 at 3:45 p.m.
Learn about functions and formulas and how to use them in calcula-

tions. Excel II is recommended.
 

iPad/iPhone: Demonstration & Open Lab • Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 3 p.m.
Bring an iPad/iPhone and operation questions to the class. Will dem-

onstrate how to install the required software for eBooks, open an Apple 
account, and how to download an eBook to the device.

 

At 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 12, the Hillsborough County Veterans 
Council will conduct its quarterly Field of Honor Ceremony at the Veter-
ans Memorial Park, 3602 US Hwy 301 North in Tampa to honor all the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine and Coast Guard servicemen and women 
who have made the supreme sacrifice during the past three months, July 
through September while engaged in the country’s War on Terror.

This quarter’s event will be hosted by AMVETS Post 44 Brandon.The 
Color Guard will be from the Amputee Veterans Support Team and the 
National Anthem will be sung by Theresa Foss of the Military Affairs 
Committee, South Tampa Chamber of Commerce. The invocation will be 
said by Mary Ellen Harlan, the Veterans Council Chaplain. 

There will be a flyover in the missing man formation by Ye Mystic 
AirKrewe, followed by TAPS and a rifle salute by the Riverview Detach-
ment of the Marine Corps League.

Held in conjunction with this event will be the Veterans Christmas in 
October, hosted by VFW Post 8108, Riverview from 10  a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the same location. It will feature engraved bricks or granite plaques, 
T-shirts, handmade items for your veteran, military coins, ribbons and 
badges, military displays and vehicles, silent auctions, food and drink, and 
Museum tours. Proceeds will benefit Veterans Memorial Park expansion.

This event is open to the public and all are encouraged to attend to show 
support for America’s service members. For further information contact 
Walt Raysick, president of the Hillsborough County Veterans Council at 
813-653-4924 or wraysick@vertzon.net.

Vets Council holds Field of Honor 
ceremony and Christmas in October
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Do You Have Trouble Understanding Voices?
It could be hearing loss...or it may just be wax 

buildup. There’s a simple way to fi nd out...
FREE Video Otoscopy and Ear Canal Inspection.

OFFER Valid October 3rd - 11th ONLY!

And if Your Loss is Something More...
Our Specialists are highly trained to understand 
hearing loss. We will fi nd the best solution for you and your 
budget.Take advantage of a FREE Personalized Hearing 
Screening Now! Call one of our convenient locations below.

Your ears are actually self-cleaning! Using a cotton swab to clean 
your ear pushes wax deeper into the ear canal and can create a 
blockage. Wax blockage is one of the most common causes of 
hearing loss. 

If you touch the ear drum with a cotton swab, you press on the little 
bones of hearing underneath — the hammer, the anvil and the stir-
rup. Pressing on those bones sends shock waves into the inner ear 
and can cause problems with your hearing and balance. 

The worst-case scenario? If you put a cotton swab into your ear you 
could puncture your eardrum and may require surgery to fi x it. It can 
even make you lose your hearing in your ear forever. More common-
ly, the cotton swab is exactly the size of your ear canal, so when you 

put it in your ear, you push the wax in deeper and it gets stuck. The wax just needs to be removed. 

We have an easy and painless way to check your ears for wax buildup. We’ll use 
a miniaturized camera to do a complete inspection of your ear canal and ear drum to see if there’s 
a wax problem. Please call today to make an appointment for your FREE Ear Canal Inspection! 

Call Now for Your FREE Video Otoscopy Oct. 3rd - 11th ONLY!

Choose from Three 
Complete Hearing Aid 

Product Lines

Take Advantage of the Trade-In Event!
Trade-In Value on 
ONE Hearing Aid

Trade-In Value on 
TWO Hearing Aids

PropelTM w30 $250 $600

PropelTM w40 $400 $1,000

PropelTM w50 $500 $1,200 BEST VALUE!

Call Now and Take Advantage of our 
Trade-in Event October 3rd - 11th Only! 

0% Financing Available with Approved Credit. All Insurance and Hearing Aid Benefi t Plans Welcome. Humana and AARP Discounts Honored.

1466 Oak� eld Drive
Brandon, FL 33511

(813) 708-1383

Hearing Centers of Southwest Florida
139 South Pebble Beach Blvd., Ste 104

Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 708-1694
Walk-ins Welcome! FREE Second Opinions! Proud to be American-Owned & Operated!

Voted 1st Place Customer Service and 2nd Place Hearing Aids, 2012 www.suncitycenterhearingcenter.com
www.hearingcenterofbrandon.com
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday.8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil....................4:00 p.m.
Daily ................................ 8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-481-9060

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. ...New Life Enrichment Center (Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)
11:00 a.m ........................................Hispanic Worship
4:00 p.m. ........................................Hispanic Worship

Senior Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Robert Chaple

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

(813) 634-1304 ~ www.uccsuncity.org

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH  ~ United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla AVE, Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329
A Caring Church United in God's Love Serving Others

Rev. Dr. Jean M. Simpson
Worship Services ~ 8:30 and 10 AM

Wimauma Church of God
Sunday School ................................ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Worship ............... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ............. 7:00 p.m.

5504 S.R. 674, Wimauma, FL 33598 • 813-634-4776Pastor Tom Durrance

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Reverend David Allman, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Area Places of Worship

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.uuofscc.org

Real generosity toward the future lies in giving all to the 
present. —Albert Camus

Area Obituaries

Helen Prema Mayr
Helen Prema Mayr, 93, of Sun City 

Center passed away peacefully on 
September, 20, 2013.  She grew up 
in Hastings-On-Hudson, NY, and had 
been a longtime Florida resident since 
1949.  Helen lived in Kings Point since 
1993 and loved line dancing, walking, 
traveling and working in the KP Library.  

She is survived by brother Bill Prema 
of Davie, Fla., and her daughters 
Nancy Beckman of Tampa and Leona 
Pettigrew of Kings Point.  

Private services were held in Forest 
Lawn Cemetery, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida.

Norman William 
Schuler

Norman William Schuler, 85, of 
Sun City Center, Fla. and Lexington, 
Mass. passed away on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21, 2013. He was a scientist, 
woodworker, family researcher, loving 
husband to two great women, father 
of  five, grandfather of six and great-
grandfather of nine. 

Norman lived in Sun City Center for 
the past 20 years. He served the com-
munity in many capacities. He was a 
deacon at Trinity Baptist Church. He 
volunteered as a guardian ad litem, a 
driver for the Sun City Center The Ride, 
and the Sun City Center Emergency 
Squad. At the Squad he worked as a 
first responder, an ambulance driver, 
and an E.M.T. He and his first wife, 
Grace Kirkland Schuler, worked faith-
fully at the Squad for many years. He 
met his second wife, Charlotte Patter-
son Schuler, while the two served to-
gether as E.M.T.s. 

A memorial service will be held at 
2:30 p.m., Sunday, October 6, 2013 at 
Trinity Baptist Church, 702 Del Webb 
Blvd. West in Sun City Center, with 
arrangements by Sun City Center Fu-
neral Home. Burial will take place in 
Lexington, Mass.

The family asks that in lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to Sun City 
Emergency Squad, 720 Ray Watson 
Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573.  

Virginia T. Varjian
Virginia T. Varjian of Sun City Center, 

Fla. passed away on Sept. 25, 2013. 
Virginia was the wife of Harry A. Varjian 
Sr., who passed away in 2007.

Virginia was born January 9, 1918 in 
Providence, R.I., the daughter of Louise 
and Lyman Towne.

The eldest of seven children, she 
was predeceased by her sister Doris 
and brothers Charles, John, Claude 
and Jambert.

A graduate of Franklin High School, 
she worked as a telephone operator 
before her marriage.  

Virginia was a resident of Franklin, 
Mass. for many years, was a member 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church, serving 
as a member of the altar guild, and a 
50-year member of the Eastern Star. 

One of her many accomplishments 
was the number of rugs she hooked for 
family members over the years.

Upon moving to Sun City Center, 
Fla., she became an active member of 
St. John the Divine Church, serving as 
a member of the altar guild. 

Virginia became a lawn bowler, 
eventually earning a championship and 
was a valued instructor to many.

Although she never realized her true 
dream of becoming a nurse, she was a 
valued member of the Sun City Center 
Emergency Squad for many years and 
she helped people all her life.

She leaves her son David and wife 
Jeanne, her daughter Judith and 
husband Jeffrey Vennell, and her son 
Gary. Virginia was predeceased by her 
son Harry, Jr. in 1992.

Her grandchildren, Jennifer, Jim, 
David, Chris, Jeffrey, Beth, Jimmy, 
Nicole, Brian, Kara and Aaron, will miss 
their Nana. Zachary, Gabrielle, Julia, 
Charlotte, Michaela, Clara, Chelsea, 
Casey and Cameron, will remember 
Grandnana with love. 

Virginia is also survived by sister 
Charlotte of Yuma, Arizona, sister-in-
laws Maria Stevens, Helen Katziff and 
Rose Muggeridge, and several great 
nieces and nephews.     

Memorial services will be held at 
1 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 9, at St. 
John the Divine in Ruskin, Fla. and in 
Franklin, Mass. on Oct. 19 at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church.

In lieu of flowers, please send 
remembrances to St. John the Divine 
Episcopal Church, 1015 Del Webb 
East, Sun City Center, FL 33570 or 
to the Sun City Center Emergency 
Squad at 720 Ray Watson Dr., Sun City 
Center, FL 33573.

Irene Pasch Wills
Irene Pasch Wills died peacefully 

September 26, 2013 in Orlando, Florida. 
Born on August 16, 1922, Irene was 
the first child of Elizabeth and Chester 
Brownell of Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Irene graduated from Kalamazoo 
Central High School and married Earl 
L. Pasch, Jr. in March of 1943. Irene 
and Earl had three daughters: Lucinda 
and twins Gail and Gwyn. 

Irene’s early life centered on her 
family. She cooked, she entertained 
friends, and she especially enjoyed 
sewing beautiful clothes for her young 
daughters. In more recent years Irene 
played bridge, golfed, and danced like 
Ginger Rogers at the Caloosa Golf & 
Country Club in Sun City Center, Florida.  
Irene also volunteered at the Sun City 
EMS unit. A lifelong Presbyterian, 
Irene was a loyal member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo 
and later of Saint Andrew Presbyterian 
Church of Sun City Center, where she 
attended services for over 30 years.

After 35 years of marriage, first 
husband Earl L. Pasch Jr. passed away 
in 1978. The death of Irene’s second 
husband, James D. Ramsey of Okemos, 
Michigan, ended a 12-year marriage. 
Irene and her third husband, Richard V. 
Wills of Columbus, Ohio were married 
19 years. Richard just passed away 
in 2012 at the age of 94. Irene often 
said she “had the perfect marriage for 

each phase of my life.” Irene was also 
preceded in death by her sister Shirley 
Ann Brownell Holton of Kalamazoo, and 
her beloved granddaughter Elizabeth 
Pasch Ramsey of Marietta, Georgia.

Surviving family members include 
Irene’s sister, Frances Newland of 
Sebring, Florida and her brother Peter 
Brownell of Parchment, Michigan. Irene 
is also survived by daughters Lucinda L. 
Johnson (Mrs. Wallace K. Sagendorph) 
of Roswell, Georgia; Gail L. Burkhart of 
Columbus, Ohio; and Gwyn B. Dorris 
(Mrs. Craig Dorris) of Orlando, Florida. 
Irene’s grandchildren include Melinda 
R. Long, John Andrew Ramsey, Dr. 
Ashlie Burkhart, Gage Burkhart, Lt. 
Cdmr. Blake Burket USN, and Morgan 
Burket Martinsen. Irene’s great-
grandchildren are Stewart, Harrison, 
and Oliver Long; Mary Reese and Jack 
Ramsey; Oliver and Elliot Burkhart-
Klien; and Lucas Martinsen. Irene also 
had many nieces and nephews, but we 
especially mention Carol Ann Holton 
of Kalamazoo Michigan, a wonderful 
companion to Irene in the last year of 
her life. And Irene’s family members 
are indebted to each of the caregivers 
who so faithfully assisted Irene at the 
end of her life.  

A celebration of Irene’s life was 
held September 30 at Saint Andrew 
Presbyterian Church in  Sun City Center, 
Florida. Irene’s cremated remains will 
be interred beside those of her first 
husband, Earl L. Pasch, Jr., in the First 
Presbyterian Church columbarium at 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. Irene’s family 
asks that rather than flowers, friends 
and family can honor Irene’s life with 
donations to the memorial fund at St 
Andrew Presbyterian Church of Sun 
City Center or to the Vitas hospice 
organization of Orlando, Florida.

 $925
Complete, No Add-Ons

813-645-6130
Zipperer’s Funeral Home

1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.ZipperersFuneralHome.com

 BETH ISRAEL The Jewish Congregation  
of Sun City Center,  

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.  Sun City Center    (813)634-2590    
SHABBAT SERVICES  FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:30 PM 

TORAH STUDY  SATURDAY AT 12 NOON 
 MORNING SERVICES 2ND AND 4TH SATURDAY 10AM                          

EVERYONE IS WELCOME  

World Mission 
Rosary at Prince 
of Peace  

At noon on Saturday, Oct. 12, 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
will sponsor the World Mission 
Rosary. 

The group will assemble at 11:30 
a.m. near the church’s Memorial 
for the Unborn, located near the 
flag poles. All are invited to par-
ticipate in this event and are asked 
to bring a folding chair, bottle of 
water, and hat.

The World Mission Rosary was 
created in 1952 by Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen as a way to “em-
brace the world in prayer.” Each 
decade of the rosary is a different 
color to represent a different area 
of the world where the Catholic 
Church exists. 

For more information, visit www.
popcc.org or call 813-634-2328.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
is located at 702 Valley Forge 
Blvd. in Sun City Center.
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 

Traditional Service 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after each Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

(813) 645-6102
Sunday Service ........................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School .........................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service ...................................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ...............................Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Area Places of Worship

“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) .... 9:00 a.m. Sunday Evening Service ............ 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School ........................................... 9:30 am. Wednesday Evening Service ...... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning Worship............................ 10:55 a.m. Thursday Morning Prayer .......... 10:00 a.m.

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085

Worship Service @10:30 am
Adult Sunday School @ 9:30 am

1707 33rd Street Southeast
Ruskin, Florida 33570

www.firstchristiansuncitycenter.com

Phone:813-938-4955
Minister Mike Grant

Fir

st Chr istia n Church

Sun  Ci ty  Ce n te r  Fl o r i d a

FCC SCC

Beth Israel celebrates Simchat Torah
On Thursday evening, Sept. 26, Beth Israel Jewish Congregation cel-

ebrated the festival of Simchat Torah, which commemorates the comple-
tion of the reading of the last section of the Torah scroll at the end of 
Deuteronomy and the immediate reading of the starting portion, the be-
ginning of Genesis. 

In order to accomplish this, the Torah must be re-rolled from the end to 
the beginning.  Under the direction of Rabbi Carla Freedman, the Torah 
was completely unrolled, with members of the congregation holding it 
as they stood around the edges of the sanctuary. Rabbi Freedman read 
the required portions, and also pointed out many other important sections 
as she moved from the end of the Torah back to the beginning. It was an 
inspiring and joyful service for the many people in attendance. 

Jeff and Vickie Daignault

New minister of worship joins Calvary Lutheran
Jeff Daignault is the new Minister of Worship at Calvary Lutheran 

Church in Apollo Beach. The congregation welcomed Daignault and his 
wife Vickie on Oct. 1.  

Daignault is an experienced church leader with great musical talents.  
He holds bachelor degrees in Church Music and Philosophy, and master 
degrees in Music Theory and Theology.  He has successfully led multiple 
choirs, bands and musical ensembles over his career.  

Talent runs deep in the family as Vickie is an actress and singer whose 
work has taken her from New York to the Netherlands, allowing her to 
collaborate with major recording artists and entertainment personalities.  

The Minister of Worship position is new for Calvary.  In this role, Diag-
nault will be responsible for theming services through the selection and 
coordination of biblical text, music, audio-visual components, and spe-
cial features. He will lead the congregation, choirs and bands in worship, 
as well as identify and recruit worship leaders, musicians, technicians 
and ministry volunteers, equipping them with resources and training.  

Calvary Lutheran Church is located at 5309 US Hwy 41 N in Apollo 
Beach.  All are invited and welcomed to join Calvary’s Sunday morning 
Worship services:  8 a.m. (blended), 9:40 (contemporary) and 11:15 (tra-
ditional). For more information, see CalvaryLutheranChurch.net. 

Gospel singing group to perform at 
Trinity Baptist Church

The Royalaires, a Gospel singing group for 50 years, based out of Cir-
cleville, Ohio, will perform at Trinity Baptist Church, 702 Del Webb 
Blvd. W,  in Sun City Center at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 12.  

The Royalaires have been a featured group on the “Singing at Seas” South-
ern Gospel Cruise with Templeton Tours for many years. They also partici-
pated in the 2004 Gospel Music Convention in Fraserburg, Scotland.  

All are welcome and admission is free.  A love offering will be taken after 
the performance. For more information, call the church at 813-634-4228.

Car/golf cart wash at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church

Redeemer Lutheran Church, lo-
cated on the corner of Valley Forge 
Blvd and SR 674 in Sun City Cen-
ter, will sponsor a car/golf cart 
wash from 9 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday, Oct. 5. Rain date is the fol-
lowing Saturday, Oct. 12. 

Proceeds will go to Y.E.S. (Youth 
Environmental Services), a pro-
gram that helps troubled boys. 

Timely Treasures one-
day sale at UMC

Donations to the United Method-
ist Church’s Timely Treasures min-
istry have been so numerous the 
past few months that the church, lo-
cated at 1210 Del Webb Blvd. West, 
will hold an unprecedented Timely 
Treasures One Day Sale on Friday, 
Oct. 4 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

The sale will take place on the 
patio next to the sanctuary build-
ing and in the lobby of the new 
Life Enrichment Center.  This spe-
cial sale will primarily feature fur-
niture, household goods and art.

For additional information about 
this and other events and activities 
at the United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, contact Jeff Jordan, 
Director of Worship Arts, at 813-
634-2539.  To learn more about the 
United Methodist Church of Sun 
City center, visit www.umcscc.org.

Christian Women’s 
Connection lunch is Oct. 10

The South Shore Christian 
Women’s Connection will hold its 
October luncheon and program on 
Thursday, Oct. 1 at Club Renais-
sance, 2121 So. Pebble Beach 
Blvd. in Sun City Center, with 
Yvonne Hancock as the inspira-
tional speaker. During the pro-
gram Bob Conigliaro will present 
a comic look at the journey from 
Toilet Cleaner to V.P. of Commu-
nity Relations for McDonalds.  

Seating begins at 11 a.m.; the 
program starts at 11:30 a.m. The 
menu is Chicken Picata plus bev-
erage and dessert. An alternate 
meal of tossed salad with grilled 
chicken is available. If you want 
this option, be sure to order it when 
you make your reservation. The cost 
is $17  and reservations are required. 

Call Pat Butler at 813-938-4320 or 
Tara Flood at 813-383-7540 or e-mail 
aunt.butler@gmail.com. Reserva-
tions or cancellations must be made 
before noon on Monday, Oct. 7.

Fantastic Friday at the UCC
The first Fantastic Friday of the 

season will be in the Great Hall at 
the United Community Church at 
6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 11.  

Ellen Kleinschmidt and son Bri-
an will present a Broadway-style 
musical: Miss What’s Her Name?  

The menu includes pot roast of 
beef and bratwurst with smashed 
potatoes, vegetables, salad and 
dessert. 

The ticket for dinner and the show 
is $17 per person; show-only  is $5. 
church’s narthex from 10 a.m. to 
noon. 

For more information, call Paula 
at 813-633-6739 or Karl at 813-
431-5444.

Remembering Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton

The Rev. Robert P. Tucker, 
Ph.D., will present a service at the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of SCC on Thursday, Oct. 3, at 
7:30 p.m. honoring Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton’s work in gaining the right 
to vote for American women. 

The service is held in the Henry 
Gibson social hall of the Beth Isra-
el synagogue on Del Webb Blvd., 
East.  All are welcome.  
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Riverside Golf
$25................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ...............after 2:00 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 10/16/13

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, 
Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
KITCHEN HOURS

NOW OPEN Mondays 11-6 p.m.
Tues. -Wed. 11-8 pm
Thurs. -Sat 11-9 pm

Sun. Brunch Buffet 8-2; Lunch 11-6 
NFL Direct TV Sunday Ticket

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com
813-641-1600

813.645.2000

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic

Drs. Ott, Slaughter, Waldy  & Heaton

PET TIP: Chronic renal failure is the leading cause 
of death in older cats. During kidney failure, the 
fluid and electrolyte equilibrium is disrupted, and 
waste products accumulate, causing symptoms 
such as lethargy, lack of appetite and vomiting.

CABINET REFACING
Door and Drawer 
Replacement
Water Damage 
Repair or 
Replacement

COUNTERTOPS
Granite
Cultured Marble
Solid Surface

South Shore Cabinet Works, Inc.
We are  local, doing business for 30+ years!

813 493-3330Licensed & 
Insured

RUSKIN, FL
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BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Ruth Rusie is part of United Way’s ongoing work to improve the education, income, and health of our
communities. To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY
I HELP CHILDREN PREPARE FOR
A LIFETIME OF LEARNING 

Grant-writing 
workshop 
upcoming

The Hillsborough County 
Grants Collaborative has an-
nounced its 2013 Conference, 
a great opportunity for organi-
zations to gain in-depth knowl-
edge on writing grants. 

The Collaborative will hold a 
full day of training by experts 
in the grant writing field on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13 from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Chil-
dren’s Board of Hillsborough 
County. 

This year’s conference fea-
tures numerous experts in a 
variety of aspects of grant writ-
ing. Topics include:

• Keys to Successful Grant 
Development

• Setting the Stage for Suc-
cessful Outcomes Measure-
ment

• Funder’s Panel (Lunchtime) 
– Granting agencies will share 
their insights on their fund-
ing priorities, how they review 
grant applications, common 
flaws seen in proposals and 
more 

• Building a Grant Budget
• Using Census Data to 

Strengthen Proposals
The cost is $35 and includes 

breakfast, materials and lunch. 
Pre-registration is required. 

Register at http://www.non-
profitleadershipcenter.com/
event/HCGC2013.

Halloween Social 
at Palmetto 
Historical Park

Palmetto Historical Park and 
Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum will be celebrating 
Halloween on Saturday, October 
19, from 4:30 to 9 p.m. There 
will be trick-or-treating, crafts, 
games, face painting, a tattoo 
parlor, fortune telling, and lots of 
other spooky happenings. While 
in the park, visit Snow White’s 
Enchanted Forest and see the crazy 
things going on in Seussville!

There will be a costume 
contest sponsored by Palmetto 
Publix and some special surprise 
“thrilling” guests. Play Plinko at 
the Pirates-Marauders game table 
and visit the creepy graveyard. 
Decorated buildings in the park 
will be sponsored by the Ellenton-
Parrish Lions Club, the North 
River Kiwanis and the Manatee 
Riverside Rotary Club.

Demetrio’s will be selling $2 pizza 
and drinks and Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand will be raising funds for 
childhood cancer research with 
baked goods and lemonade. This 
family event is FREE, donations 
accepted. The Park is located at 
515 10th Ave. West, Palmetto. For 
more information, call 941-721-
2034 or 941-723-4991.

Community yard sale, appraisals at Palmetto Historical Park
The Palmetto Historical Commis-

sion is hosting a community yard 
sale on Saturday, October 5 from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m. in Palmetto Historical 
Park. More than thirty tables will 
be set up selling treasures and bar-

gains of all kinds. Word of Mouth 
BBQ will be on site selling BBQ 
sandwiches and hotdogs. Alex’s 
Lemonade Stand will be raising 
funds to help fight childhood can-
cer. The park buildings including 

the Agricultural Museum will be 
open for free self-guided tours.

During the yard sale, Palma Sola 
Appraisals & Sales will be offer-
ing appraisals for just $5 per item. 
There is a limit of three items per 

person, no jewelry please. Proceeds 
from the appraisals will benefit the 
park’s family programming fund.

The park is located at 515-10th 
Ave. West, Palmetto. For more in-
formation call 941-723-4991.

Manatee Riverside Rotary’s 
creepy postmaster delivers mail 
in the misty Heritage Station 
Post Office.
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200
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300
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Place your ad by calling:

(813) 645-3111 x201
Up to 20 words:

$17
Deadline:

Monday at 4 p.m.30¢ each
addl. word

100 ......Announcements
200 ......Farmers’ Market
300 ......Merchandise
400 ......Marine
500 ......Real Estate
550 ......Manufac. Housing
600 ......Rentals
650 ......Professional Services
700 ......Services
800 ......Employment

PHONE:
813-645-3111

FAX:
813-645-1792

EMAIL:
beverly@

observernews.net

BOLD LINE:
Addl. $3

®

Published by M&M Printing Co.
210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW

Ruskin, FL 33570

312  ESTaTE SalES

105 PERSONal

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6

Closed Weekends We re-cover or make new cushions

www.QualityWickerandRattan.com
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

SOMETHING FOR
EVERY ROOM INSIDE 

AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere! Call for
Directions

Mary & Martha House ThrifT STore
1009 1st Street SW • Ruskin

OPEN:  Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
and Saturday 8 a.m. to noon

WE HAVE FURNITURE, TOO!

S.R. 674

U.
S.

 4
1

1s
t S

t. 
SW

Donation drop offs accepted 
TUeSDAY thru friDAY oNLY
All donations must be
clean and in 
usable condition.

All proceeds benefit the Mary & Martha House a 501(c)3 non-profit organization providing
emergency shelter and transitional housing for homeless and abused women and their children.

Woodland Est.

260 FRUiTS & VEgETaBlES

280 PETS

5-Paw Doggie Resort

Training

In-Home Pet Sitting

Day Care

Daily Walks

BOARDING
Grooming

Established 
in 2002

Now accepting new
kitty clieNts

Professional Pet Sitting Service
Lic./Ins. • www.PaulasPamperedPets.com

813-634-8894

Oliver & Company, LLC

Full Service Pet Sitting

(813) 767-7225
Email: olivertort@aol.com

www.petsit.com/oliverandcompany

• Pet Sitting • Pet Taxi

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Oliver Tort & Tina Ballas

280 PETS

310 gaRagE/yaRd SalE

Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 
Indiana St., Gibsonton (1 block off 
US 41, 1 block north Gibsonton 
Dr.,) Wednesday through Saturday, 
9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, lots 
misc. Ministry First Baptist Gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Multi family  down sizing sale. 
Saturday Oct. 5 8am-3pm. 1410 
Deirdre Dr., Ruskin. Furniture & 
lots of stuff.

Multi family sale. Oct.4 & 5, 8am-
1pm. Coco Palm Circle SCC. 
Furniture household tools, jewelry, 
clothing & more.

lake St. Charles 
community garage sale. 785 home 

to search for treasures! Satur-
day, Oct. 12, 8am-noon. Lake St 

Charles Blvd., Riverview. Exercise 
equipment, books, furniture, lots of 

other items.

Moving sale. Oct. 4 & 5, 8am-noon. 
Alumacar cart (seats 6), bicycles, 
loveseat, misc. furniture,  more. 718 
Winterbrooke Way, SCC.

garage Sale. 
Something for everyone. Linens, 
household items & clothes. 379 
Club Manor Dr., SCC. Oct. 4 & 5 

8am-1pm.

Multi family yard sale. 1110 Nep-
tune Dr., Ruskin. Furniture, mov-
ies, books, kids toys, lots of misc. 
Saturday, 8am-? 

Yard sale. Saturday, Oct. 5, 8am-
2pm. 406 6th Ave., SW, Ruskin. 
Household items, rug, smooth top 
stove, TV, lots of misc. items.

Garage sale. Computer & parts, 
electronics, A/V equipment, patio 
furniture, kitchen, jewelry, tele-
scope, lots of misc.  3710 Gaviota 
Dr., Ruskin. Follow signs off SR 
674. Friday & Saturday, 8am-1pm. 
Rain or shine

Ruskin
United
Methodist
Church THRIFT  STORE
• Household Items

• Furniture

• Clothing

• Much, much more

Open Fri. & Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

109 W. Shell Point Road • Ruskin

312 ESTaTE SalES

360 gOlF CaRTS

Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. 
Chargers, parts all related. Ronny’s 
Carts & Parts.  813-484-9855 or 
813-645-4515

The Perfect Piece 
Quality used furniture. 2406 Col-

lege Ave., Ruskin. Stop in you will 
be pleasantly surprised.  We buy & 

sell.  813-645-1800

Cell: 

382-7536

MARINE

400 
425 SliPS OR STORagE

South Bay RV & Boat Storage. 
Specializing in outside storage for 
RVs, boats & trailers. 813-677-2000 
www.SouthBayStorage.com

TRANSPORTATION

450
455 aUTOmOBilES

2006 Chevy Malibu Maxx LT, 
71,000 miles, one owner. Loaded, 
new brakes, new  tires. $7,800 obo.  
813-440-7108 or 920-246-6195 

REAL ESTATE

500

510 WaTERFRONT FOR SalE

Waterfront Beauty 
$190,000. Sun City Center. Awe-

some views, Light and bright 3 
Bedroom, 2 ½ Baths, courtyard 
entrance, eat in Kitchen,  great 
room, volume ceilings,  porch 

with screens,  large patio, dock, 
Terrazzo floors with flooring al-
lowance;  Potential to be one of 
Sun City Centers  most beautiful 
homes.  Sharon Van Loan, Real-
tor, Keller Williams Realty South 

Shore, 813-765-0845.

Log Cabin
Produce

Tues. - Fri. • 8:30 am - 5 pm
Saturday • 8:30 am - 3 pm

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

5214 Hwy 674 
Wimauma, 33598

3/4 mile east of Wal-Mart
Karen & Steve

(SCC Residents)

Credit, Debit & EBT

(813) 380-5214

Vine Ripe Tomatoes ..........89¢ lb.

To Place 
 A Classified line Ad 

Call Beverly  813-645-3111 20 
words for $17.00 and 30¢ for each 

additional word. Bold line $3. All 
Classified ads are prepaid. We 

take Visa, MasterCard or Discover

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 
Thrift Store

Oct. 2, 4, 5
50% off all children

& infant clothing

 Wed., Fri. & Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon

1480 E. College Ave. • Ruskin

813-641-7790

Plus — the Secret Sale

115 lOST & FOUNd

Lost keys around Apollo Beach 
park. If found call 813-645-2189 
leave message. Reward Anne’s Estate Sales

1527 Del Webb Blvd. W.
SCC

Oct. 4th & 5th

7 am - noon
• Park on Side of Sale only •

(813) 758-7952    (813) 758-7954

Furniture: sofas & loveseats, Duncan 
Phyfe dining room table with chairs 
with matching china hutch, patio 
furniture, Singer sewing machine 

with cabinet, dropleaf table, Singer 
sewing machine table, file cabinet, 
coffee & end tables. Collectables: 

Roseville, American Fostoria, 
Carnival glass, antique lamps, 

crockery, jewelry. Misc: Men’s & 
Ladies’ bikes, microwave 

www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Kids In Balance, Inc.

501c3 Non-profit
Therapy and Learning Center

$50/ 4 weeks

(813) 677-8450

www.kidsinbalancefl.org

(Run by therapists & 
educators)

Timely Treasures
Spectacular

1-Day Sale
Friday, Oct. 4 • 8 am-1 pm

on the patio
Furniture, art & household goods

United Methodist Church, SCC

1210 Del Webb Blvd. West

Your home will be staged for 
best results. Working in

Sun City Center for 26 years.
Please feel free to call about the 

sale or its contents.
Bonded • Licensed

Cell: 508-0307
or Eve: 633-1173
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CASH FOR CARS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

COmmUNiTy PAPERS  
OF FlORidA 

(CPF STATEWidES)

CPF STATEWidES CPF STATEWidES

EMPLOYMENT

800

#1 Supplier! ViAGRA/ CiAliS  
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only-

$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE!  #1 Male  
Enhancement. Discreet Shipping.  
Save $500 NOW!  888-800-1280  

AdOPTiON   
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses 
paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  

28 years experience.  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

; FL Bar # 307084   

AdOPTiON   
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN 

LIFE!  Many Kind, Loving, Educated 
& Financially Secure Couples Wait-

ing.  Living & Medical Expenses 
Paid.  Counseling & Transportation 
Provided.  Former Birth Moms on 
Staff!  FLORIDA ADOPTION LAW 
GROUP, P.A.   Jodi Sue Rutstein, 
M.S.W., J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, 

R.N., J.D.  1-800-852-0041  Confi-
dential 24/7 (#133050&249025)    

diabetic Test Strips 
 WANTED!!!  TOP PRICES PAID!  

Faster-$-$-$-Cash  For Local Pickup 
Call 813-528-1480  For Free Ship-
ping Call Toll-Free 1-888-656-0725  

tonyteststrips.com 

SURROGATE mOTHER NEEdEd 
Please help us have our baby!  Gener-
ous Compensation Paid.  Call Attorney 

Charlotte Danciu   1-800-395-5449   
www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; FL Bar 

# 307084

BECOmE A CNA! 
1 & 2-wk Programs.  English / 

Espanol  No HS, GED, HHA Re-
quired.  Phlebotomy / CPR / PCT   
Dade / Broward - 954-889-5910   
W. Palm Beach - 561-840-8804  

www.fastCNA.com

THEy’RE HERE!!!!   
Huge Selection of 2014 

Pontoons *** Great Deals on 
2013’s  (10% Discount or Free 
Galvanized Trailer)  Free Deliv-
ery in Florida  ***  25 Years in 
Business  Astor Marine  24535 
State Rd 40  Astor, FL  32102  

352-759-3655  

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE 
& SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV 
and get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! 
(Select plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 
800-327-5381

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) & High Speed In-
ternet starting at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About SAME 
DAY Installation! CALL Now! 1-800-
438-8168  

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra?  There’s an 
Herbal Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective.  
VigorCare For Men the perfect alterna-
tive to other products, with similar re-
sults.  60 Pills /99.00  plus S &H  1-888-
886-1041,  herbalremedieslive.com

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

*LOWER THAT CABLE BILL! Get Satel-
lite TV today! FREE System, installation 
and HD/DVR upgrade. Programming 
starting at $19.99. Call NOW (800) 
795-8649

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital 
Phone-Satellite. You’ve Got A Choice! 
Options from ALL major service provid-
ers. Call us to learn more! CALL Today. 
888-708-7137  

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child 
Support, Custody, and Visitation, Prop-
erty, Debts, Name Change … Only One 
Signature Required!  *Excludes govt. 
fees!  1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor 
& Associates

PREGNANT?  CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Childless, successful, young, 
single woman seeks to adopt.  Will be 
Hands-On Mom.  Let’s help each other.  
Financial Security-Expenses Paid.  FL 
#0150789  Wendy / 1-888-990-0282

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TRAIN-
EES NEEDED! Become a Certified 
Microsoft Office Professional!  No Expe-
rience Needed! SC Train can get you job 
ready ASAP! HS Diploma/GED & PC/
Internet needed!  1-888-212-5888

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Be-
come an Aviation Maintenance Tech. 
FAA approved training. Financial aid if 
qualified, Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance  866-314-6283. 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  Financial aid 
if qualified.  Job placement assistance.  
Call National Aviation Academy!  FAA 
Approved.  Classes Starting Soon!  
1-800-659-2080   NAA.edu  

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-
$500,000++ within 48/hours? Low rates 
Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com  ; 

Signature Financial has investors who 
purchase Seller Financed (private) 
Mortgage Notes on Residential and 
Commercial Properties.  For more in-
formation, at no obligation  Please Call 
727-232-2442

Blue Ridge Mountain Land Liquidation! 
1.37 acres, national forest access, 
only $9,800. Was $74,900. Hardwood 
setting, breathtaking mountain/ val-
ley views. Mild climate, Tremendous 
4 season recreation. Paved rds, UG 
utilities, water. Excellent financing Call 
1-866-952-5303, x24  

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS!  
Buy Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate 
Bugs Guaranteed. No Mess, Odorless, 
Long Lasting. Available at Ace Hard-
ware, The Home Depot, Homedepot.
com

mETAl ROOFiNG & STEEl BUild-
iNGS.  Save $$$ buy direct from 
manufacturer.  20 colors in stock 
with trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26 ga. 
panels. Carports, horse barns, shop 
ports. Completely turn key jobs. All 
Steel Buildings, Gibsonton, Florida. 
1-800-331-8341.  www.allsteelbuild-
ings.com ; 

CARPET & CERAMIC, Installers  Want-
ed. Year-round work!  Must have 2 yrs. 
exp.,  van, tools, plus Corporation/LLC, 
GL insurance & be able to pass back-
ground check 1-855-256-3675  recruit-
ing@us-installations.com  

MUST SEE PROPERTIES! WEST-
ERN N.C. MOUNTAIN VIEWS for 
only $19,900. Water, electric & paved 
roads. Starting $7,900. Lots available 
for liquidation 10/12/13 only. Call 1-877-
717-5263 ext.92

RV Lot Rental South of Vero Beach on 
A1A. Beach access, marina, boat ramp, 
large heated pool overlooking the ocean, 
tennis courts and other activities. Large 
cement lot with full hookup. Pet friendly.  
Available monthly or by the season.  
352-347-3384.

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE  
Offering unbelievable deals on homes 
and land in the beautiful NC mountains.  
Call for free brochures, foreclosures, and 
area information.  800-924-2635

WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA - Huge 
Views, creek, paved roads, ready to 
build. Pick your lot starting $7,900. Cash 
Discounts available. Liquidating all on 
10/12/13. 1-877-717-8992 ext.95  

CASH FOR CARS  All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You! Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638  

URGENT Car Title Loans!  Get $800 
to $50,000 Fast Cash!  Apply Now & 
Get a Quote in Minutes.  Simple and 
convenient process.  Call Now!!!  1-800-
301-6264  

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion 
para ordenar medicamentos seguros 
y economicos.  Nuestros servicios de 
farmacia con licencia Canadiense e 
Internacional te proveeran con ahorros 
de hasta el 90 en todas las medicinas 
que necesites.  Llama ahora al 1-800-
261-2368 y obten $10 de descuento 
con tu primer orden ademas de envio 
gratuito. 

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order phar-
macy will provide you with savings of 
up to  90 percent on all your medication 
needs. Call today 1-800-749-6515,  for  
$10.00 off your first prescription and 
free shipping. 

RENT TO OWN HOMES: NORTH 
TAMPA BAY AREA (Pasco & Her-
nando counties).  Investors specials: 
Income producing homes tenant occu-
pied.  2Bedrooms-3Bedrooms. Owner 
Financing. Call 813-365-0657 or 813-
478-3403  

680 AdUlT/CHild CARE

Joyful Solutions Home maker, sit-
ter & companion service. Where 
we work hard so you can rest. 
Housekeeping up to 5 rooms, light 
meal preparation, assist with ap-
pointments & much more. Give 
us a call today.  727-326-2433 or 
813-569-9593. www.joyfulsolution-
sHSCS.com 

SERVICES

700

704 JUNk REmOVAl

Hauling/ moving.  Anything you 
don’t need,  unwanted items or 
move to your new home. Appli-
ances, furniture, trash yard debris, 
construction junk.  No job too small. 
Licensed/ Insured.  Free estimate. 
Dave 813-447-6123 

705 ClEANiNG

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integ-
rity. Call for free estimate. 7days a 
week. Move-in, move-out, rentals. 
Insured, bonded, licensed. Ruskin, 

Apollo Beach, Sun City Center. 

813-846-7629  
Flat rate $75, full clean

Infinity Home Service. Home clean-
ing service. Sun City Center only. 
$50 any house. 11yrs experience. 
Call for service.  813-419-4364 

Housecleaning to your specifica-
tions! Trustworthily, dependable, 
dedicated. Reasonable rates . 
Excellent references. SCC. Kings 
Point. Call Evelyn at 813-484-
2145 

708 mOVERS

Affordable Moving & Hauling. Local 
or long distance. Full service mov-
ing to/ from anywhere in US. Load & 
unload storage units, truck & more. 
Licensed & insured.  Free estimate.  
Call Dave 813-447-6123. Ask about 
free boxes

Harrison’s moving Service. 
No job too big or small. Clean, 

honest & dependable. Licensed 
& insured. Call  813-633-5544.  

IM1340

• Light Housekeeping • Grocery 
Shopping • Running Errands  

• Companionship • Sitters In-Home 
or Care Facility • Flexible Schedules

Our Angels 
Offer

137 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Ste. 104 
Sun City Center 33573

(813) 293-5369 or (813) 419-4967
www.AngelsofLifeServices.com

License #232465

708 mOVERS

Tony Hill moving & Storage. 
In business 40yrs. Move 1 piece 

to whole household plus haul 
away anything in your way. (Fully 
Insured). Best rates. Call 813-629-

0108, 813-260-9840  US. DOT 
#434469

710 lAWN CARE

Bill’s lawn Service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 
Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low 

as $25 per cut. 813-293-6840

m & C mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized Briggs 

& Statton dealer. Commercial & 
residential. Open 7days, 8:30am-

6pm.  725 14th St., Wimauma.  
813-938-3226, 813-690-4375 . 

Pickup & delivery 

Shaw’s lawn Service 
Complete outdoor property main-
tenance. Landscaping, trimming, 

pressure washing, sprinkler repair. 
Licensed & insured.  813-298-

3376 

lawn life 
Lawn maintenance. Cut, trim, 
edge, etc. Fully licensed & in-

sured. Call today. 813-410-0177 

715 Fill diRT/HAUliNG

Pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 
asphalt, driveway culverts.  Load-
er, backhoe, grading, bushhog, 
discing.  Install Septic System & 
drain fills. CFC#1427021.  813-

645-1883 

myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. 

Culvert sets, driveways, shell, 
crushed asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, 

excavating, mowing etc. Tony 
(813) 363-7963 Free estimates. 

720 HOmE mAiNTENANCE

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. In-
sured. Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun 

City Center & Kings Point. 

Call 813-649-1418 

keep This Ad 
for hurricane preparation. Post 

storm cleanup and interior/ exte-
rior repairs  Pressure washing. 
Home Care Services  Ron 813-

293-1260                         

723 PAiNTiNG

landscape Curbing Repair 
cleaned and painted. Window 

cleaning interior and exterior. Dry-
wall repair, texturing and interior 
painting.. Home Care Services. 

Ron 813-293-1260

723  PAiNTiNG

Infinity Home Service. Painting, 
pressure washing. In business 
since 1984. 813-419-4283 or 813-
525-8795

740 miSC. SERViCES

Infinity Home Service. Kitchen & 
bath cabinets & tops. 813-419-4283 
or 813-525-8795 

Hate that Wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something 

textured & painted.  Big or small, I 
can do it.  Debby. 813-434-6499

Seawall Repairs 
also new construction of docks, 

boat lifts & seawalls. Free inspec-
tion. Hecker Construction Co. 813-

236-9306

870 GENERAl

Drivers $5,000 sign on bonus! Great 
pay. Consistent freight. Great miles 
on this regional account. Werner 
Enterprises: 1-888-567-4853

deliver Phone Books 
Work your own hours. Have 

insured vehicle. Must be at least 
18yrs old. Valid DL. No experi-

ence necessary. 1-800-518-1333 
x224. www.deliverthephonebook.

com

Your best Advertising Buy!
The Observer News

A Concept Salon
(formerly The Salon & Spa)

813-634-1848
723 Imar Drive, SCC

Hiring Stylists
Booth Rental

$107 (per week)

Tax included
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813-642-6182

D. KAY CARR, P.A.
Attorney at Law

• Family • Criminal • Probate
• Wills and Estate Planning

• Civil Litigation • Real Estate

214 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

(813) 645-7557

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

ATTORNEYA

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!The Floor Source

 

ELECTRICIANE

CLEANINGC

COMPUTER REPAIRC

HOME IMPROVEMENTHAC REPAIR/SALES

BAIL BONDSB
FLOORINGF

ARGOTT AIR INC.
CAC1817004

813-759-3488
THE AIR CONDITIONIST

• No Overtime Charges
• Service • Installs • Sales
• Honest Work & 2nd Opinions

10 % OFF All Services with this ad
• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

KENNELSK

LOCKSMITHSL

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

HANDYMAN*H

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

Don
645-8985

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

Call Don or John

Over 50 Years Experience

®

 Family Owned and Operated

263-6503

Business & Trade Directory

DESIRE’S RANCH

(813) 645-3545

Ruskin
Specialized Canine Boarding

Air-Conditioned Kennels

Canine Obedience

Problem Solving

Call now to book your appointment

Here to Serve Your Community
Year Round

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

Registered at Kings Point
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PLUMBINGP

STORAGES

WINDOW CLEANINGW

Lic.  #RC29027076

FLORIDA REGISTERED ROOFING CONTRACTOR

G. HORN ROOFING LLC OF APOLLO BEACH

(813)
419-4165

“Superb Quality Guaranteed”

40 Years Experience

(813)

Johnny Sewell
(813) 641-2099

Mobile (813) 404-2022

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDARuskin &

 Sun City Center
Chamber Member

CUSTOM ROOFING
and REPAIRS

All Types of Roofing

No job too big or too small!
SERVING SINCE 1973

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
FREE 

ESTIMATESPAINTINGP
SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235
David Squire

License #PA2878

ROOFINGR

Need a Licensed
Electrician?

www.HoffmanElectrical.com
Lic. #ECI3004496

®
CARDS

813-298-FAST
(3278)

FREE
Service

Call
with any repair.

15%
OFF

any service
or repair.

WE MATCH ANY COMPETITORʼS COUPONS

Need help with your 
computer, or setting up 

your electronics?

MAC & PC
Friendly, Professional, Microsoft Certified, A+

$35 per hr.
Setting up, Upgrades, Virus Removal, Spyware, 

Pop-Ups, Security, Email & Printer Problems

Call Ryan 813-262-2559

The Name You Know. The Service You Trust.

CFC#019149 CFC#1428556

(813) 641-9174
www.shjplumbing.com

HOMETOWN PRINTERH

AY SERVICES CORP.
LOCKSMITH

Owner: Johnny Cook / Stan-Tech

Locked out of your car or home?
We’ll promptly get you in!

813 633-5100

PLUMBINGP

BO SIDDLE 
WOOD FLOORING, LLC

Sanding & Refinishing
Installing Laminate & Vinyl
FREE ESTIMATES
bosiddle1@gmail.com

941-592-0802

FLOORINGF

COMMERCIAL SHEETFED AND WEB PRINTERS

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
RUSKIN

www.MMPrintInc.com

645-4048

From Design to Finish
PRINTING
We Print MAGAZINES,
NEWSPAPERS
and

BOOKS

For information on 
advertising in the Business 

& Trade Directory, call 
813-645-3111



OCTOBER 3, 2013 OBSERVER NEWS •  SCC OBSERVER • 27

GET CASH
INSTANTLY!

WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO  
MEETING OUR NEIGHBORS!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
• Costume Jewelry
• Gold Filled Items
• Watches
• Pocket Watches
• Sterling Silver
 Flatware

to a Precious Metals

BUYING EVENT!

GOLD & SILVER
EVERY FRIDAY & 

SATURDAY
in OCTOBER

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

OCTOBER 4-5, 10-11-12, 
18-19 and 25-26

at Sun City Center Chamber of Commerce
1651 SCC Blvd. (SR 674)

$10 BONUS ON ALL PURCHASES OVER $100B
O

N
U
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C

O
U
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O

N

Paying the BEST PRICE for your 
Precious Metals, Gold, Currency, 

Costume Jewelry, etc.

Come one, come all!

We’re Your Precious Metal Buyers
Any questions? Feel free to call Cono and Cecelia Liguori, 

SCC Chamber of Commerce members
1-863-899-8048. Email: cliguori1@verizon.net

★★ PERSONAL PROPERTY ESTATE PLANNING ★★

• All U.S. or Foreign 
 Coins 1964 and older
• Currency 1934 
 and older
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