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With the exception of the South County Career Center 
which has a much smaller number of graduates — 65 this 
year — Hillsborough County schools hold graduation 
exercises at the Florida Fairgrounds Expo Hall. Above was 
the East Bay High School graduating class of 2012.

Class of 2013 sets long-term goals
BY PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
Karlye Becker imagines a lifetime of 

caring for animals. When asked where she 
expects to be by the time of her 10th, 25th 
and 50th class reunion Becker was quick 
to answer.

That’s because the Riverview High 
School valedictorian already has a plan.

“By my 10th reunion, I will be 
starting my career as a veterinarian after 
completing eight years of college. By my 
25th, I will own my own vet practice and 
be volunteering my services at the CARE 
animal shelter in Ruskin,” she said. “By 
the time I have my 50th reunion, I plan to 
be retired and well-traveled and have an 
amazing family.” 

Amanda Mikos also has a life plan. 
Mikos, also a student at Riverview 

High School, said by the time she goes to 
her 10th reunion, she hopes to be able to 
record her own music. 

“By my 25th reunion, I’ll be living in 
a big house in Florida with my husband 
and my two kids, and by my 50th, I’ll be 
talking about my grandkids, who I will 
spoil unconditionally.”

East Bay High School valedictorian 
Christopher “Kyle” Privette plans to start 
the education for his eventual career in 
the medical field with a study of marine 
biology at the University of Miami. “Many 
of the same courses are required for marine 
biology and pre med,” Privette said.

He will also attend graduate school, 
and medical school, and then specialty 
training, with his eventual goal in 
medicine being anesthesiology, he said. 
“I might decide to change that later, to go 
into plastic surgery or some other type of 
surgery, but right now I’m thinking it will 
be anesthesiology.”

Privette knows he will barely be 
finishing his specialty school by his 10th 
high school reunion but said by his 25th 
he wants to be in practice for himself, 
and later in life join a group like Doctors 
Without Borders to aid those who cannot 
afford or access medical care.

“This concerns me very deeply,” 
Privette said. “I’m really looking forward 
to helping with something like that.” 
We all know things don’t always go 
according to the plans made when 
students graduate from high school. Some 
have to quit secondary school early to 
work full time. Others marry early, or 
become parents. 

Occasionally however, life turns out 
even better than what’s been planned. 

Such is the case of former 
superintendent of schools Earl J. Lennard, 
after whom Ruskin’s Lennard high school 
is named.

Dr. Lennard is a Hillsborough County 
native. He grew up here and graduated 
from Brandon High School, attended the 

Missing In America – 
Homeless Veterans
There are 10-12 homeless camps in Riverview, Brandon area

By  ■ KEviN BRadY
Less than 200 feet from a bustling Brandon parking lot, homeless veterans camp in the 

woods. Surviving on half-eaten meals from dumpsters, sleeping in ramshackle tents, they 
exist in a twilight world, living on the edge of a society they served in uniform. 

There are 10 to12 homeless camps in the Riverview and Brandon area, according to 
Thomas Brown, an outreach coordinator for Tampa Crossroads who visits three to four 
homeless camps daily. Tampa Crossroads offers treatment, housing, employment and 
other services for vets. 

Thomas Brown, an outreach coordinator for Tampa Crossroads visits three to four homeless 
camps daily. Tampa Crossroads offers treatment, housing, employment and other services for 
vets. The homeless person is blanked out in the photo. (TAMPA CROSSROADS PHOTO)

See HOMELESS vETS, page 10 u

See GRadUaTiNG CLaSSES, page 12 u

For area artist, a big dedication 
for a big work of art
Ruskin artist Michael Parker unviels his latest work: possibly the largest outdoor 
original art in Florida

By  ■ MiTCH TRaPHaGEN
mitch@observernews.net

TAMPA — South County artist 
Michael Parker has the ability to see 
neighborhoods, communities and even 
the world in incredibly big ways. A 
renowned public artist, his work is well 
known in South County with “Head, 
Heart and Hands” a 100-foot-long 
mural on the old Clark’s Furniture 
Building, near the Ruskin Post Office 
and Southshore Bait and Tackle. But in 
seeing big, Parker, also has the unique 
ability to seek out and present nuance 
and history through the broad strokes of 
the brush required of a muralist. 

On Tuesday, May 21, Tampa Mayor 
Bob Buckhorn congratulated Parker 
for his latest and most visible work to 
date: a 12,000-square-foot mural on 
a corrugated steel building fronting 
Adamo Drive between 17th and 19th 

MiTCH TRAPHAgEN PHOTO

Ruskin artist Michael Parker in front of his 
latest work, possibly the largest outdoor 
original art in Florida, the Ybor City mural 
on Adamo Drive on its dedication day on 
May 21. Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn and 
more than 100 guests were onhand for the 
dedication. See aREa aRTiST, page 14 u
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*Costs of trip including airfare and expenses will be reimbursed up to $500 after the buyer closes on a Minto home by July 31, 2013. Receipts for 
airfare and expenses must be submitted in order to be reimbursed for exact expenditures. The reimbursement cost is not to exceed $500. All 
dimensions, prices, plans, specifi cations, features, programs, amenities, designs, materials, HOA fees, condo fees and availability are approximate 
and subject to change or substitution by Seller without notice. CGC 1505726. © 2013 Minto Communities, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 6/2013

Luxury Single-Family & Estate Homes
from the low $200s to $400s

Schedule your visit today, call (888) 771-6144

Elegant Paired Villas
from $160s to $190s

TAMPA       SARASOTA

FLORIDA’S NEW

Sun City Center has been named a Where to Retire 
Magazine Hall of Fame community. And with Minto’s 
introduction of ten new model homes including 
paired villas and single family homes, the best just 
got even better!

These beautiful 2- to 4-bedroom residences 
complement the refined beauty of an active master-
planned community with six golf courses, four grand 
clubhouses totaling 196,000 square feet, and easy 
access to the relaxed elegance of Florida’s Gulf Coast.

Test drive Sun City Center 
with a Stay & Play Getaway! 

minto creates better places to inspire life.

105 Commercial Center Drive
Sun City Center, FL 33573

For more information about our award-winning homes 
and communities throughout Florida, visit mintofl a.com

Only 
$99!*

Minto debuts Ten New Model Homes at Sun City Center.
MODEL HOME GRAND OPENING!  

ABWIG nears goal; hosts Commissioner at open house
By  ■ MitCh tRaphagEN
mitch@observernews.net

APOLLO BEACH — The 
ABWIG (Apollo Beach Waterway 
Improvement Group) open house 
on May 21 was a full house as 
organizers provided an update on 
the group’s financial status and 
hosted Hillsborough County Com-
missioner Sandra Murman and 
Mohamed Dabees from Humiston 
& Moore Engineers of Naples, 
Florida. Also in attendance were 
representatives from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Commission and 
Ross Dickerson of the Hillsbor-
ough County Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation Department.

Commissioner Murman said, 
“I think it’s important to do as 
much as we can to improve the 
use of our waterways. We’ve got 
a lot more to do up and down the 
shoreline.”

The commissioner referenced 
the recently approved $800,000 
county project to restore the beach 
at the Apollo Beach Nature Park 

as well as future projects to protect 
the beach at Ruskin’s Simmons 
Park, along with a possible high 
speed ferry that would run from 
South County to MacDill.

“There is so much potential for 
this area,” she said. “The [future] 
mall, the new hospital, job op-
portunities.”

 Mohamed Dabees discussed 
previous projects his company 
has handled that were similar to 
the restoration and protection of 
the Apollo Beach Nature Park, 
including restoration projects at 
Honeymoon Island, North Captiva 
Island, Naples and Marco Island. 
His presentation included some 
historic photographs of the north 
end of Apollo Beach, along with 
the expected results of the restora-
tion project.

ABWIG President Len Berk-
stresser praised the commissioner 
by saying, “Sandra Murman has 
been a delight to work with.”

Berkstresser went on to update 
the attendees on the progress of 

Mitch traphagen 
photos

Right, 
Hillsborough 

County 
Commissioner 

Sandra 
Murman 

listens to 
a question 
during the 

ABWIG open 
house meeting 

in Apollo 
Beach on May 

21.

“This is real, we’re making this happen and won’t stop until we’re done...”
fundraising efforts to dredge the 
canals in the community. As of last 
week, ABWIG had reached nearly 
86 percent of their $250,000 goal 
for dredging, which will include 
the north, south and main channels 
into the community. 

Both TECO and Mosaic have 
donated $50,000 to the organiza-
tion, Symphony Isles donated 
$30,000, Newland Communities / 
Mira Bay donated $25,000, Mira 
Bay Mariners donated $15,000, 
Century 21 Beggins Realty 
donated $10,000 and Land’s End 
Marina and Circles Restaurant 
each donated $2,500. Most of the 
remaining funds have come from 
area boating organizations and 
from fundraising events organized 
by ABWIG. Permits for dredging 
have already been obtained by the 
organization.

In working with both the county 
and the engineering firm respon-
sible for the nature park restora-
tion, Berkstresser maintained that 
dredging alone isn’t enough, and 
that a long-term solution is needed. 
During his presentation, Dabees 
detailed the longer term solution 
provided by his firm, with some 
projects going back more than a 
decade that are still considered 
successful today.

Berkstresser also pointed out 
that although ABWIG is nearing 
its goal, that goal has not yet been 
reached and there is still work to 
do.

“This is real, we’re making this 
happen and won’t stop until we’re 
done,” he said.

The next ABWIG open house 
meeting is expected to be held 
later this summer.

For more information or to do-
nate, visit www.abwig.org.

ABWIG President Len Berkstresser told attendees the organization 
has reached nearly 86 percent of their fundraising goals towards 
the cost of dredging canals in the waterfront community but that the 
work isn’t finished yet.
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Established in 1968
Printing Company, Inc.

S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

We wish you every 
success in your 
pursuits after 
graduation.

Keep up the good 
work. 

Congratulations from everyone at:
THE OBSERVER NEWS
THE SCC OBSERVER

THE CURRENT
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Hurricane season is around the corner. Be 
prepared and get all the information needed. 
Stop by the Sun City Center Chamber for the 

Hurricane Expo and Energy Conservation 
seminar. (Limited seating available)

What to expect at the seminar:

 (learn 
how to lower your energy bills)

Sponsored by Morgan Exteriors, Inc. and the 
Sun City Center Chamber of Commerce 

813-931-4663 or 727-502-5300
www.morganexteriorsinc.com

CRC-057210 

NOTHING TO MAIL IN!

5 Windows ...........................
10 Windows .........................
15 Windows .....................

High-speed ferry makes a wake in community meeting
“We want to be here, this area has great transportation opportunities...”

By  ■ MitCh tRaphagEN
mitch@observernews.net

“We cannot pave our way out 
of our transportation problems,” 
South County community advo-
cate Mariella Smith said, during 
a meeting on May 22 to discuss a 
possible future high speed ferry.

The meeting, held at Waterset 
in Apollo Beach, was attended by 
three dozen people to hear Greg 
Dronkert, President of HMS Fer-
ries, Inc., Mark Fernandez, also of 
HMS Ferries, Ed Turanchik with 
the Public Policy Practice Group 
of Akerman Senterfitt and Smith 
make the case for why high speed 
ferries could be a viable and cost-
effective transportation alterna-
tive in an era of high gas prices 
and increasingly overburdened 
freeways.

The Tampa Bay High Speed 
Ferry Project is conceived as a 
public-private initiative that would 
begin with ferry service from a 
point near South Hillsborough to 
MacDill.  HMS Ferries, Inc. is a 
member of a global company op-
erating ferries carrying more than 
16 million passengers annually.  

The initial service to MacDill 
would serve as a proof of concept 
for the viability of ferry service in 
the Tampa Bay area.  The com-
pany pointed out that currently 
MacDill employees typically 
travel 22 to 35 miles in driving 
to work versus having to travel 
only six miles across the bay.  
Security to the nationally sensi-
tive base could also be enhanced 
as there would be fewer vehicles 
that would require searches for 
entrance to the base.

“Boarding the vessel would have 
security,” Dronkert said. “Two 
hundred and fifty people could be 

Photo by Michelle traPhagen

South County community advocate Mariella Smith with Ed Turan-
chik of the Public Policy Group of Akerman Senterfitt, one of the 
partners in the Tampa Bay High Speed Ferry project, speak to ap-
proximately three dozen area residents about possible future high 
speed ferry service in Tampa Bay.

“Interest will increase in this re-
gion if there is a 25-minute ferry 
ride versus a 45-minute drive. 

This could create huge economic 
development for South County.”

— Ed Turanchik

processed in a few minutes.”
Although the company doesn’t 

believe that full commuter service 
is yet viable in this area, they do 
see the potential 
for growth in the 
near future, par-
ticularly in relation 
to tourism with 
service to St. Pete 
that could connect 
to the city’s trolley 
service, as well as 
to Tampa near the 
Florida Aquarium, that could con-
nect to that city’s trolley service 
into Ybor City.

“Interest will increase in this 
region if there is a 25-minute ferry 
ride versus a 45-minute drive,” 
Turanchik said. “This could create 
huge economic development for 
South County.”

According to HMS Ferries, 
Inc., most major urban areas built 
around bays already have com-
muter ferry service, including 
New York, San Francisco, Seattle 
and Boston in the U.S. alone.

HMS Ferries, Inc. and Akerman 
Senterfitt are proposing the project 
as a public-private partnership that 
would require relatively little pub-
lic investment compared to other 
types of transportation projects 
but could come with big rewards 
for moving people around the Bay 
Area, connecting major corridors 
of the region and promoting tour-
ism, and ultimately providing a 
cost-effective option for thousands 
of commuters to MacDill and 
eventually to the downtowns.

During her talk, Mariella Smith 
pointed out that the ferry would go 
both ways.

“This gives us the opportunity to 
literally get a boat load of people 

to local events or to the Firehouse 
Cultural Center,” she said.

Smith went on to say that she is 
thrilled about this opportunity to 

connect com-
munities.

According 
to the back-
ers, the project 
is designed 
to maximize 
public benefit 
while minimiz-
ing public risk.  

HMS Ferries, Inc. has committed 
to funding the full operational 
cost of the service to demonstrate 
the viability of the service in the 
Tampa Bay Area.  The company 
says this is unprecedented in the 
United States.

“You don’t see privately funded 
transportation projects,” Dronkert 
said.

The company would, however, 
seek county, state and/or federal 
funds for the capital projects such 
as the necessary land-side docking 
facilities and roads to those facili-
ties.  Despite that, the company 
states that this proposal is unique 
in that they will assume the bulk 
of the financial risk, including the 
risk of operational losses, while 
the public entities would retain the 
rights to the assets and improve-
ments created.

Compared to building or ex-
panding highways, utilizing the 
bay could save the public money.

As an example, backers stated 
that 71 busses would be required 
to carry 2,700 commuters at an 
estimated cost of $30 million and 
a greater than $3 million public 
subsidy.  Only three high-speed 
ferries would be required for that 
same capacity at a cost of $15 

million and no public operational 
subsidy.

“We want to be here, this area 
has great transportation oppor-
tunities,” Dronkert said.  “Our 
motivation is to help kick start 
this project, to help put this into 
motion. We aren’t trying to sell 
you anything.  We believe in this 
project.”

He estimated that break even 
could occur within two to three 
years.

“This is an opportunity for Hills-
borough County to get it right,” 
Turanchik added.

The meeting at Waterset in 
Apollo Beach was one of three 

such meetings, with the others 
held in Tampa and St. Petersburg.  
South County is integral to the 
project as an area near or north of 
Big Bend Road is seen as a poten-
tial site for the proof of concept 
service.

“I commute to Ybor City every 
day,” one attendee said.  “If this 
project means getting cars off of 
[Highway] 41, then I’m willing to 
do it.”

 “I can’t wait to take a ferry to 
downtown Tampa, then catch a 
trolley to Ybor City,” Smith said.

For more information, visit 
www.tampabayhighspeedferry.
com.
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You have a power within you 
that, when ignited, can stand 
against any threat. That power is 
the power of 
self-esteem, 
which is 
defined as 
having pride 
and respect 
in oneself. 
S o m e o n e 
once said, 
“Be kind to 
yourself; there are enough people 
who won’t be.” Whoever said 
this was a very intelligent man 
or woman. In much of the world 
today, low self-esteem is a serious 
problem. I don’t know who is 
to blame, and maybe it doesn’t 
matter. Casting blame is really 
quite a worthless activity. The fact 
is that there are many good people 
in the world today, and it’s about 
time we realize it. If we hide our 
light under a bushel, it will be a 
pretty dark world. Don’t be afraid 
to show what you have to be proud 
of and take credit for what you 
have done.

To help you build or fortify 
your self esteem, here are some 
suggested actions.
u1. Always speak well of 

yourself. Recognize the things 
you do right. This doesn’t mean 
you have to brag or bore people 
with your accomplishments, 
but it does insist that you do not 
denigrate yourself and talk down 
about those things of which you 
should be rightly proud. People 
who love you will share your joy 
of accomplishment.

By William Hodges

u2. Concentrate on your 
successes. Those things that go 
wrong are only failures if you do 
not learn lessons from them. Most 
successful men and women have 
suffered reversals in their personal 
lives and in their businesses. 
What they have in common is 
that they keep pressing forward. 
Salespersons are taught, depending 
on the industry, that they must 
get seven to ten “no, thank yous” 
before they get that elusive “yes, 
please.” Think of the “no” as being 
a stepping stone to the “yes.” 
u3. Get involved in things 

that help you to see your worth. 
Volunteer to help those less 
fortunate than yourself. It is 
amazing that, when we become 
involved in helping others, our 
problems seem to disappear. There 
is someone out there who needs 
you.
u4. Join with individuals and 

groups of people who will be 
supportive and who will help you 
to reach your full potential. You 
have heard the old saying: “Birds 
of a feather flock together.” Take a 
look at the kind of birds with whom 
you are flying. Are they the ones 
who will help lift you up or will 
they drag you down? Optimists 
International is a lifting group as 
is Toastmasters International. Seek 
out a local chapter and give them a 
visit. You will be glad you did.
u5. Seek out a job that allows 

you to develop your skills. It is 
important for our self esteem 
that we have a sense of growth; 
therefore, a job must not only 
challenge us today, but it must 

also allow us the opportunity to 
grow tomorrow. Feeling good 
about ourselves is the forerunner 
to our being able to feel good 
about anyone else. It is a prime 
ingredient to feeling good at all. 
Physical health is tied directly to 
our mental health, and our mental 
health — for the most part — is 
tied directly to the level of self-
worth that we feel.

Begin today. Speak well of 
yourself, believe in yourself, and 
be kind to yourself. Eliminate 
from your life all the people who 
are negative influences and, if 
it is a problem, eliminate any 
dependence on drugs or alcohol. 
Take charge of your life. If you do, 
you will develop a healthy level of 
self esteem that will brighten not 
only your life but also the lives of 
all around you. 

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (Bright House 
channel 950, Verizon channel 30) 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (BH 
channel 949, Verizon channel 36). 
The shows can also be viewed at www.
hodgesvideos.com.  Phone : 824-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com  
Website: www.billhodges.com

Positive Talk: You Have the Power

1702 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center • 813-634-7900

CARDS

®

www.TheSandpiperGrille.com
At the Sandpiper Golf Course

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC

Open Daily 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

• Lunch and Dinner Specials
• Banquet Facilities for Small or 

Large Parties
• Beer / Wine / Liquor / 

Happy Hour 4-7 p.m.
• Outdoor Lunch Seating
 at Bunkers
• CATERING

• Early Bird Menu 3:00-5:30 p.m.
• FRIDAYS: Fish Fry Special
• SATURDAYS: Prime Rib Special

813-642-8200 
A+ Hearing Center 1647 Sun City Plaza • Suite 203A 
SUMMER HOURS: Tues. - Thurs. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Mon. & Fri. by appointment

Premium Digital Processor

$899 THE BEST PRICE YOU’LL EVER FIND!! 
Compare elsewhere for $1,800
No Hidden Fees • No Gimmicks
Any Hearing Loss, Any Size Aid just $899
FITS ANY HEARING LOSS!! Multi-Channel 100% Computer Programmable

New 100% Custom Digital 
3-Dimensional Hearing Aid

• Unconditional 
Electronics 
Warranty

• Loss & Damage 
Warranty

H RIC $1,499
Best of South Shore 2012

Don’t let it hold you back!

720 4th Street SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3529
Ken Knox, Contractor Lic: #RX0057641Glass Rooms, Screen 

Rooms, Screen Fronts, 
Garage Screens, Pool 
Enclosures, Carports, 

Vinyl & Acrylic Windows, 
Roof Overs, Awnings,

House Windows

See the current issues of 
The Observer News, 

as well as past issues, classified 
advertising, advertising information, 

and much more!
www.ObserverNews.net

Family fun fest 
at SCC Chamber  
June 8 is 
fundraiser

A Family Fun Fest is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 8 from 4 to 7 
p.m. at the Greater Sun City Cen-
ter Chamber of Commerce, 1651 
Sun City Center Plaza.

The event is a fundraiser for 
Scott Clark, who is a Chamber 
Ambassador and owner of Pure 
Design Studio in Apollo Beach. 
Scott, who recently was in a seri-
ous accident that shattered his left 
leg, is an active member of the 
South Shore community.

As part of the Fun-draiser, ev-
erything at the event will cost 
a dollar: hamburgers, hotdogs, 
sides and beverages. 

There will be prizes, a silent 
auction and raffles, as well as 
music from DJ Gary. Among the 
activities for youngsters will be a 
bouncy house and face painting. 
There will also be a scavenger 
hunt and a bean bag toss tourna-
ment.

For more information and/or to 
donate a raffle or auction item, 
contact Jennifer McCafferty at 
813-846-1316.

County offers 
ADA compliance 
workshop

The Hillsborough County and 
the Alliance for Citizens with Dis-
abilities-Hillsborough County will 
hold a special event to update small 
businesses on the legal and techni-
cal requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

The workshop, ADA Compli-
ance For Small Businesses, will 
feature experts helping business 
leaders avoid costly mistakes by 
reviewing the latest ADA needs 
and requirements. 

The workshop will be held on 
Thursday, June 6 from 8:30 a.m. 
- Noon at the Children’s Board, 
1002 E. Palm Ave. in Tampa.

Session topics include:  
• Title III of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act: A Small Business 
Primer — Brad deBeaubien and 
Jan Pietruszka, Attorneys at Shu-
maker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP

• Where to Start and What to 
Look For: Practical Solutions to 
Technical Requirements — Larry 
Schneider, AIA, Architect

 • Building Access and Re-
sources: Bringing New Customers 
to Your Door — Jack Humburg, 
Southeast ADA Center

Interested small business owners/
operators of the ADA Compliance 
For Small Businesses Workshop 
are asked to pre-register online 
(https://sbic.hillsboroughcounty.
org). The workshop is free, and 
complimentary continental break-
fast will also be offered.

For more information, call the 
Hillsborough County Small Busi-
ness Information Center at 813-
914-4028, or log on http://www.
HillsboroughCounty.org.

Congratulations
Emily MacCoy Morgan

We are so  
proud of you!

Love, 
All the family & loved ones
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SouthShore Regional Library
Kids program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Baby Time - Monday, June 3 at 1:35 p.m.
        Tuesday, June 4 at 11:35 a.m.
        Wednesday, June 5 at 10:05 a.m.

For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers ~ Early literacy 
begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 
and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces early literacy 
skills and encourages language development.
Toddler Time - Tuesday, June 4 at 10:05 a.m. & 10:35 a.m.
             Wednesday, June 5 at 10:35 a.m.

For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers ~ Stories, finger-
plays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness. 
Story Time - Tuesday, June 4 at 11 a.m. 
         Wednesday, June 5 at 11 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers ~ Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading readi-
ness and social interaction. 
Teen Night - Thursday, May 2 at 5 p.m.
Three hours of video games and animé on the large projector screens. 
Family Story Time - Thursday, June 6 at 7 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver ~ Make reading time family time. Sto-
ries, action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this 
fun 30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children may 
wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 
Teen Advisory Board Meeting - Thursday, June 6 at 7 p.m.

For teens in grades 6-12 ~ Join the Teen Advisory Board to get in-
volved with the library’s teen programs or earn community service hours 
for graduation, scholarships and more. Funding provided by the Friends 
of the SouthShore Regional Library.
Motion Commotion - Friday, June 7 at 10:05 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

For children ages 2-5 with their caregivers ~ Join us for this fun and 
very interactive preschool music and movement program as we shake 
some sillies out.
iPad Storytime - Saturday, June8 at 10:30 a.m. 

For children, ages 2-5 and their parent/caregiver(s) ~ Quality apps and 
ebooks are used for stories, rhymes, songs and interactive activities to 
enhance the story time and learning experience. This engaging 30-min-
ute program highlights early literacy and digital literacy skills and pro-
motes an enjoyment of learning through interactive and collaborative 
play. Registration required at either the Information Desk or by calling 
813-273-3652.

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If you 
would be interested in becoming a Member of the Friends of the Library, 
call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396, www.southshorefriends.com.

Students of the Month for Apollo Beach Elementary
Apollo Beach Elementary School’s Students of the Month for May 2013 are: Campbell Addis, Kheely 
Anderson, Skylar Anderson, Kyle Blake, Josephine Bonta, Sam Botwinski, Christina Brandenburg, Ari 
Cantrell, Ben Casey, Cory Connor, Dylan Daniels, Michael Espinal, Lydia Fasig, Peter Flores, Jake Fos-
ter, Nicholas Gilman, Alam Guerrero, Jackson Hodgskin, Jackson Hospodor, Carson Householder, Ri-
ley Labarge, Andrew Lang, Darrell Lee, Zachary Lopez, Joey Madigan, Kaydence Marenger, Nick Mercer, 
Abby Moose, Madison Morris, Aidan O’Neill, Faith Palmer, Eriana Snyder, Kaitlyn Tyler, Caitlin Wade, 
Chloe Warner, Chase Wykes and Patrol: Collin Mojena.

April’s Terrific Kids at Ruskin Elementary School
The character trait at Ruskin Elementary for the month of April was self control. The following stu-
dents received the award and were present for the ceremony: Noe Villanueva, Jacoby Cutter, Darius 
Moore, Jenny Moran-Cruz, Mariel Wilcox, Emiliano Acevedo, Dontaine Sterling, Carson Penland, An-
tonio Gomez, Ricardo Rodriguez, Joshua Whitzel, Arianna Montoya- Campos, Brooke Lynn Mendiola, 
Yaritza Molina-Torres, Jayda Michelena, Alexandra Diaz, Eriana Cardoza, Jade Randels, Mariah Estrada, 
Daniel Meza, Haylie Sylvis, Dayanara Lopez, Ody Duran Guerrero, Eliseo Arias, Isabella Ramos, Di-
ana Rojo-Catalan, Josue Martinez, Jesse Villanueva, Yadira Espindola, Alejandro Baltazar, Deon Smith, 
Jose Lopez, Daniel Hernandez, Denise Justus, Jose Rico, Andrea Ramirez, Anthony Westercamp, Isa-
bella Linares, Makaio Chandler, Jaime Luna, McKayla Dye, Desire Justus, Lisa Tran, Terry Carswell, 
Nancy Lopez, Maria Rodriguez, Faith Carter, Ximena Alvarez, Janissa Uribes, Mariana Medina, Bailie 
Eaton, Jocelyn Diaz, Iris Olivares, and Veronica Bermudez. Kiwanis of SCC members who were present: 
Donna and Tom Braden, Charlene Wirick, and Rebecca Salgado, Ruskin Elementary Assistant Principal. 
Students who received the award, but were not present for photo were: Norma Valdez, Billy Elmore III, 
Abigail Lopez, and Ave’ yana Lucas.

Gibsonton Elementary’s Terrific Kids for April
The following students showed their peers at Gibsonton Elementary what it means to have Confidence: 
Phillips Madison, Tera Tedder, Dontrevion Weaver, Eisa Lhamri, Lawson Kyra, Lyric Oglesby, Emilee 
Williamson, Lola Hernandez, Jayden Walter, David Dell-Fults, Sarah-Jane Sullivan, Jennifer Lopez, Kyle 
Church, Joliesse Resendiz, Angel Hernandez, Alexis Rodriguez, Lynnix Oglesby, Jacquelyn Nesbit, Bar-
bara Skeels, Bradley Gudde, Jordan Gannon, Damaury Mikula, Alegra Scarbrough, Alexandria Winslow, 
Aracely Acevedo, Crystal Vazquez, Milly Felicianos, Stephen Noyes, Tikai Bunton, Emerson Maine, and   
Adam Guerrero.

On Saturday, June 1, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Ruskin’s Camp Bayou 
will host a number of free nature 
activities on the ‘Big Lawn’ plus 
trail walks through 160 acres.

n Guided canoe tour: $25 rental 
per canoe or $5 donation if you 
have your own canoe or kayak. 
Canoe rental availability is lim-
ited. First come, first serve starting 
at 9 a.m. Canoe trip departs from 
the canoe dock at 9:30 a.m. Esti-
mated paddle time is 90 minutes.

n Introducing the new and im-
proved photo contest for 2013. 
This year, winners will receive a 
prize as well as an award ribbon. 

n Name the Turtle contest. What 
would you name a captive musk 
turtle like the one in the main 
aquatic tank in the nature center? 
Post your name suggestions on 
the Camp Bayou Facebook page- 
www.facebook.com/CampBayou, 
on the Camp Bayou blog at camp-
bayou.blogspot.com or tweet @
campbayou on Twitter. 

n Lunch option available in-
cluding drink, grilled cheese sand-
wich and chips for just $5 start-
ing at 11:30 a.m. Thanks to Plant 
City Lion’s Club for helping make 
lunch possible.

These events are part of Sun-
Earth Day,  Be Out There!, Get 
Outdoors Florida, “Let’s GO”- 
Children and Nature, No Child 
Left Inside, and Let’s Move Out-
side-inspired initiatives. 

This event will also give visitors 
a number of options to help sup-
port the programs and continuing 
operation of Camp Bayou:

n Keep food and supplies avail-
able for Xerxes, the albino corn 
snake that is on view in the nature 

center. Just $20 will provide mice 
and bedding for a month!

n Help support Camp Bayou 
with a minimum ten dollar dona-
tion and receive a native plant and 
2013 magnet to remind you of a 
great place to enjoy nature. Dona-
tions can also be made online at 
www.campbayou.org .

n Like to be more involved? 
Volunteers are always needed for 
school programs, special events 
and maintenance. Stop in at the 
Camp Bayou information table to 
learn more.

Camp Bayou is neither a camp-
ground nor a summer camp. It was 
an RV park before the County’s 
ELAP program purchased the 
land but it is now open for day use 
only, open to the general public. 
Through volunteers, donations, 
supporters and grants, the Center 
offers pre-scheduled programs 
to schools, youth groups, adult 
groups and families plus it’s open 
from Thursday-Saturday from 9 
a.m. to -2 p.m. for passive recre-
ational pursuits such as wildlife 
watching, nature photography and 
trail walks. General admission is 
still free.

The Camp Bayou Outdoor 
Learning Center is a public- pri-
vate partnership between Bayou 
Outdoor Learning and Discovery, 
Inc. (BOLD), Ruskin Community 
Development Foundation, Inc. 
(RCDF) and Hillsborough County 
Parks, Recreation and Conserva-
tion. Camp Bayou is located 3 
miles south of SR 674 at the end 
of 24th St. SE in Ruskin. More in-
formation is on the web at  www.
campbayou.org or call 813-641-
8545.

Visit Camp Bayou during National Trails Day 
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We now have a RENTAL DEPT.

1348 Bluewater Drive ......$105,600
1715 Del Webb W Blvd ...$110,000
2036 Berry Roberts Drive ... $139,900
1929 Wolf Laurel .............$151,900
1607 Brookton Green Dr .... $164,000
1604 Bentwood Drive ......$164,500
1409 Jacobson Circle .......$165,000
1508 North Lake Drive ....$199,500
1602 Vincennes W Drive .$229,000

205 Kings Blvd #62 .......... $23,000

102 Cambridge Tr. #226 ... $23,900

205 Kings Blvd. #53 ......... $27,000

206 Andover Place #92 ..... $29,500

2213 Grenadier  ................. $34,500

1820 A Foxhunt ................. $39,900

2211 Grenadier Drive ........ $40,000

411 Lake Point .................. $49,500

109 Glendower Circle ....... $57,000

322 Knottwood Court ....... $58,900

1216 Haddington Circle .... $71,000

1207 Lenham Court .......... $71,500

1318 Idlewood Drive ........ $79,600

1309 Leland Drive ............ $89,630

728 Masterpiece Drive ...... $95,000

1318 Leland Drive ............ $97,500

2231 Mayfield Palms ...... $119,500

2066 Inverness Greens .... $120,000

1150 Jameson Greens ...... $134,900

1150 Corinth Greens ....... $169,900

1945 Acadia Greens ........ $195,900

2323 Brookfield Greens .. $209,000

Apollo Beach

904 Birdie Way  ............... $249,000

Valencia Lakes

5008 Clif Bay Way  .......... $266,900

16103 Cape Coral ............ $309,900

Sundance

1134 Oxbow Road ........... $159,000
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Bill Horobec 

Bob Kenny 

Charlie Cooper 

Chris Spooner 

Cindy Arnold 

Dolores Bitner 

Donna Stoner  

Gail Horton 

Helen Baron 

Hugh Allen 

Karen Lifshin 

Katie Bush 

Lois Singer 

Mary King 

Norman Kranz 

Pat Toler 

Pat Wyss 

Rachel Colvin 

Shelley Copeland 

Trudy Province 

Walt Towner 
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What types of new home technolo-

gies can you recommend to help me 
keep tabs on my elderly mother? She 
lives alone, about an hour’s drive 
from me, and I worry about her 
safety.

Concerned 
Daughter 

Dear Con-
cerned,

Helping an 
aging parent 
remain inde-
pendent and 
living in their 
own home 

has become a little easier in recent 
years, thanks to a host of new and 
improved assistive technology prod-
ucts. Here are some top-rated op-
tions you should know about. 
Medical Alerts

If you’re worrying about your mom 
falling and needing help, one of the 
most frequently used products over 
the years for seniors living alone is a 
medical alert device — also known 
as a personal emergency response 
system, or PERS.

These devices provide a wearable 
“SOS” button — typically in the 
form of a necklace pendent or brace-
let — and a base station that con-
nects to the home phone line.

At the press of a button, your mom 
could call and talk to a trained op-
erator through the system’s base 
station receiver which works like a 
powerful speaker phone. The opera-
tor will find out what’s wrong, and 
will notify family members, a neigh-
bor, friend or emergency services as 
needed.

If you’re interested in this, there 
are dozens of services to choose from 

including the Philips Lifeline (life-
linesys.com, 800-380-3111), which 
is the most widely used medical alert 
service in the U.S. and costs around 
$35 per month. Phillips also offers a 
new Auto Alert option (for $48 per 
month) that has fall-detection sen-
sors in the SOS button that can au-
tomatically summon help without 
your mom ever having to press a 
button. This is helpful because many 
seniors after a fall become confused 
or disoriented and forget to press the 
button.

If you’re interested in a more 
budget-friendly option, consider an 
unmonitored medical alert like the 
new VTech CareLine Home Safety 
Telephone System for $120 (vtech-
phones.com), which doesn’t require 
professional monitoring services, 
therefore has no monthly monitor-
ing fees.

Or, to deal with falls or health 
emergencies that happen outside the 
home, there are mobile-alert GPS 
products now available that work 
anywhere. To find these, see Great-
Call.com, MobileHelpNow.com and 
PhilipsLifelineGoSafe.com.
 Monitoring Systems

Another more sophisticated tech-
nology for keeping tabs on your 
mom is with a home monitoring 
system. These systems will let you 
know whether she is waking up and 
going to bed on time, eating properly, 
showering and taking her medicine.

They work through small wireless 
sensors (not cameras) placed in key 
locations throughout the home. The 
sensors will track her movements, 
learning her daily activity patterns 
and routines, and will notify you or 
other family members via text mes-
sage, email or phone if something 

out of the ordinary is happening. For 
instance, if she went to the bathroom 
and didn’t leave it could indicate a 
fall or other emergency.

You can also check up on her pat-
terns anytime you want through the 
system’s password-protected web-
site. And for additional protection, 
most services offer SOS call buttons 
as well that can be placed around the 
house, or worn.

Some good companies that offer 
these services are BeClose (beclose.
com, 866-574-1784), which runs 
$399 or $499 for the sensors, plus a 
$69 monthly service fee if paid a year 
in advance. And GrandCare Systems 
(grandcare.com, 262-338-6147), 
which adds a fantastic social com-
ponent — through a senior-friendly 
computer — to go along with the ac-
tivity monitoring. GrandCare leases 
for $150 to $300 per month.
Medication Management

If you want to make sure your 
mom is keeping up with her medica-
tions, there are medication manage-
ment devices you can now rent, that 
will dispense her medicine on sched-
ule, provide constant reminders, and 
even notify you if her medicine is not 
taken. Two products that offer this 
are MedMinder (medminder.com, 
888-633-6463), which rents for $40 
per month, and the Philips Medica-
tion Dispensing Service (manage-
mypills.com, 888-632-3261) that 
costs $75/month.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy 
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK 
73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of The Sav-
vy Senior book.

Assistive Technologies That Help Elderly Seniors Stay at Home

THE SAVVY SENIOR

By Jim Miller

District recognizes 
Water Reuse Week

 The Southwest Florida Water 
Management District (District) re-
cently observed Water Reuse Week 
to highlight the importance of water 
reuse to the sustainability of Flor-
ida’s water supply and overall eco-
system. Water reuse is essential to 
ensuring safe, clean and sustainable 
water resources.

As part of the District’s efforts 
to highlight water reuse awareness 
throughout the 16-county coverage 
area, here are five facts about how 
the District is working with others to 
protect Florida’s water supply:
uThe District has partnered with 

Tampa Bay Water to create 110 mil-
lion gallons per day of new alternative 
water supplies in the Tampa Bay area. 
uThe District has the lowest per 

capita usage in the state, with con-
sumers using 98 gallons per person 
per day in the Tampa Bay area. In 
Florida, the statewide average is 133 
gallons per person per day.
uTen percent of all water we use 

is reclaimed water, which offsets 160 
million gallons per day of ground-
water throughout the District.
uDistrict-wide, we have funded 

enough reclaimed water projects for 
pipes reaching from Tampa to Wash-
ington D.C. (913 miles.)
uSince 1992, the District has 

funded indoor and outdoor water 
conservation projects ranging from 
toilet rebate/replacements to land-
scape and irrigation evaluations, 
conserving over 14.5 million gallons 
per day of potable water. That’s up 
to $217 million that didn’t need to 
be spent on creating new alternative 
water supply.

Florida began celebrating Water 
Reuse Week in 2007, after the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
recognized the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection’s Re-
use Program as a national leader in 
water efficiency.
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$25................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ...............after 2:00 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 6/30/13

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
KITCHEN HOURS

NOW OPEN Mondays 11-6 p.m.
Tues. -Wed. 11-8 pm
Thurs. -Sat 11-9 pm

Sun. Brunch Buffet 8-2; Lunch 11-6 
NFL Direct TV Sunday Ticket

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com
813-641-1600

SCC Memorial Day ceremony
Sun City Center pays tribute 
to veterans, remembers fallen 
comrades

By  ■ Kevin Brady
“I remember all of their names, 

every single one.”
Sixty-eight years on, the 

memories are still fresh for Harold 
Heil, a former U.S. Army combat 
engineer who fought his way off 
Omaha Beach in the days after 
D-Day. 

“We fought across Europe for 
11 months,” recalled Heil, who 
lost 13 members of his squad in 
one night during the Battle of the 
Bulge, Nazi Germany’s last futile 
offensive. “I am here to remember 
their contributions and those who 
served on the home front as well. 
They provided us with food, am-
munition and courage.”

More than 800 people turned out 
to honor the armed forces May 27 
at a Memorial Day commemora-
tion at Sun City Center.

“Too many people today, 
especially younger people, don’t 
understand the real meaning of 
Memorial Day,” Jennifer Carroll 
told the audience at the Borini 
Theater. While many treat the 
national holiday as an excuse to 
go to the beach or shop, “it’s a 
day to remember those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice,” Florida’s 
former lieutenant governor said.

“We are here to remember those 
who gave the last full measure of 
their devotion, as Abraham Lin-
coln said, so millions could bask 

in the light of freedom.”
Carroll, a 20-year veteran of the 

U.S. Navy, said those who have 
served in the armed forces and 
their families know better than 
anyone “that freedom is not free.”

While American troops have 
taken the battle overseas again 
since the Sept. 11, 2001 terror at-
tacks, the U.S. is not there to inter-
fere, Carroll said. “We are not the 
world’s police, we are liberators.”

Retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral 
Larry Chambers served as grand 
marshal for the “Recognition of 
Our Community Military Veterans 
and A Tribute to Our Departed 
Comrades.” Students from East 
Bay High School’s JROTC Color 
Guard presented the colors at the 
event, which also featured the 
Trinity Baptist Church Choir. A 
roll call of departed comrades, 
where every name of a local vet-
eran who died in the last year was 
read out, was accompanied by a 
living flag tribute.

“Our very survival as a country 
depends on what veterans have 
done,” said retired U.S. Navy 
Commander Edward Socha.

Aboard the USS Maryland 
on the “date which will live in 
infamy,” Socha recalled Japanese 
torpedoes slamming into the USS 
Oklahoma moored beside his own 
ship in Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. “It was a horrendous day 
that I will never forget,” said 
Socha.

The event was sponsored by Sun 
City Center veterans groups.

KEVIN BRADY photos
Every seat in the house was taken for the Memorial Day commemoration at Sun City Center’s Borini Theatre May 27, 
with more than 800 people turning out for the event.

Harold Heil, a former U.S. Army combat engineer, was 
among more than 800 who turned out May 27 at a Memo-
rial Day commemoration at Sun City Center.

Larry Chambers, a retired U.S. Navy rear admiral and 
grand marshal for the Memorial Day ceremony, is 
joined by Ken Browning, right, and Robert Leonard of 
the Boy Scouts as he lays a wreath outside the Borini 
Theatre at the conclusion of the event.
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Apollo Beach 
woman joins 
Tastefully Simple

Stephanie Thanos of Apollo 
Beach has become an independent 
consultant with Tastefully Simple 
Inc., a national direct sales com-
pany featuring more than 60 easy-
to-prepare foods.

As an independent business 
owner, Thanos offers food sam-
ples at home taste-testing parties, 
along with easy ideas for everyday 
meals, recipes, serving suggestions 
and fun. All of Tastefully Simple’s 
products are open-and-enjoy or 
can be prepared by adding only 
one or two ingredients.

For more information about 
Tastefully Simple products, taste-
testing parties or starting your 
own Tastefully Simple business, 
contact Stephanie Thanos at stha-
nos2000@verizon.net.

  E.G. Simmons Park’s Fishing 
Camp will give children the 
knowledge, skills and practice 
they need to reel in any fish and 
enjoy a rewarding lifelong pursuit. 
This camp is designed for children 
ages 8-15 with little or no fishing 
experience. The only requirement 
is an interest in fishing, and love 
of outdoor experiences. Online 
registration is now open, and 
cost is only $120 per two-week 
session. E.G. Simmons Park is 
located at 2401 19th Ave. NW in 
Ruskin. Summer Camps will be 
held Monday, June 17 to Friday, 
Aug. 9 on Mondays through 
Fridays, from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

At E.G. Simmons Park, camp-
ers will put their skills to work 
through daily practice, competi-
tion, and fishing. Hands-on activi-
ties include casting, filleting fish, 
fly fishing (casting, tying a fly 
and fishing), how to take care of 
fishing-tackle and gear, knot tying, 
making monofilament recycling 
containers and throwing a cast net. 

Museum of Photographic Arts offers 
Photocamp for kids
uPhotos in the 3rd Dimension
Ages 11-15: Monday - Friday, June 17 - 21, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Ages 7-10: Monday - Friday,  June 24 - 28, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
If this class was a milkshake, it would be a tart, lumpy mixture of Dor-

othea Lange photography, a Joan Miro painting, the sarcasm of Salvador 
Dali, with a pinch of abstract figurative sculpture and a dash of paper 
mache. It would taste horrible, but you’d never forget it. Come prepared 
to get messy, take tons of photos, and learn about those little symbols on 
your LCD screen. Be prepared, though — the project you complete will 
absolutely not fit in a photo album. Students should wear comfortable 
clothing and walking shoes, bring cameras and a non-perishable lunch, 
beverage and snack.
uPost-Apocalyptic Photography
Ages 7-10: Monday - Friday, July 22 - 26, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Ages 11-15: Monday - Friday, July 15 - 19, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Imagine the electrical grid is down. The streets are empty. Forget about 

zombies, because you’ve got bigger things to worry about: your digi-
tal camera is useless. USB cable...batteries...SD card...no way. What are 
you going to do? Well, you’re going to build your own camera, of course. 
Come join us for the trials, tribulations, and thrills of creating a cam-
era that takes “old school” photos. After all, someone has to document 
Armageddon. Students should wear comfortable clothing and walking 
shoes, bring cameras and a non-perishable lunch, beverage and snack.

The cost for members of the Florida Museum of Photographic Arts is  
$140; not-yet bembers, $160.  

The instructor is Antonio Hernandez, in his fifth year as a Photocamp 
instructor. Tony has a BFA from the University of Florida with a minor 
in Art History and has been a Hillsborough County elementary school 
art teacher for the past 13 years. In addition, he is actively working on 
several freelance projects in video production and other fine art pursuits. 
Tony is a parent of two elementary school children.

The museum is located in The Cube at Rivergate Plaza, 400 N. Ash-
ley Dr. in Tampa. For additional information, call 813-221-2222 or visit 
www.FMoPA.org.

County Extension Service offers 4-H 
summer day camps

Hillsborough County Extension Service invites kids between the ages 
8-13 to 2013 4-H Summer Day Camps, which offer an exceptional op-
portunity to learn while having fun:
uJune 13-14 -Super Scientist Camp  
Campers will experience first-hand the wonders of science through 

fun, hands-on (and sometimes messy) experiments. Campers will ex-
plore basic biology, chemistry and physics. 
uJune 17-18 - Creepy Crawly Camp
 Campers will experience nature through insects. Campers will learn 

about insect characteristics, identification, mimicry and more. Campers 
will demonstrate what they learn on an insect safari. 
uJune 20-21- Lost In Space Camp
Through fun, hands-on activities, campers will explore the excitement 

and wonder of space and their solar system. After a “space exploration” 
gone awry, campers will use GPS and work as a team to find their way 
home.   
uJuly 1-2 - Health Rocks & More Camp  
Campers will “move and groove” to their favorite music and learn to 

make healthy snacks. This camp will cover many health topics using 
hands-on activities campers will enjoy. 
uJuly 8-10 - Junk Drawer Robotics Camp  
Campers will explore the design and function of robotic arms, hands 

and grippers and build a robotic arm that really moves. Campers will 
also design and build machines that roll, slide, draw or move underwater 
and explore robot mobility, movement, power transfer and locomotion. 
(3-day camp)
uJuly 18-19 - Film Making Camp 
Campers will experience filmmaking a videography, and will produce, 

direct and star in their own mini movies.
Register at hillsboroughcounty4hsummercamps.eventbrite.com
These camps are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and will take place at the Hills-

borough County Extension Service Office, 5339 County Road in Seffner.  
Each camp is $25 per person and includes two snacks per day.  Campers 
must bring their own lunch.

Camps must reach a minimum of 10 campers with a maximum of 20.
For more information, call Brent Broaddus at 813-744-5519 or broad-

dus@hillsboroughcounty.org. 

SouthShore 
Chamber to close 
Ruskin office

On June 17 the SouthShore 
Chamber of Commerce will close 
its Ruskin office, consolidating op-
erations into the newer and much 
larger office in Apollo Beach. 
While Chamber officials are sad to 
close an office that has been in the 
community for decades, it was no 
longer feasible to continue having 
two offices, especially when they 
were in such close proximity to 
one another.

Since the merger took place 
nearly two years ago now, the 
SouthShore Chamber member-
ship has grown considerably, and 
the office in Apollo Beach suits its 
needs much better. As the South-
Shore Chamber of Commerce, the 
board and staff have done a great 
job representing both the Ruskin 
and Apollo Beach communities. 
That will not change. 

The June after-hours will be held 
at the Ruskin office on Wednesday, 
June 5. The Board and the Cham-
ber’s Ambassadors will host the 
event. It will be an opportunity to 
remember the great times and suc-
cesses that came from that office 
and to look forward to the future.

Those who like Bluegrass mu-
sic will want to be at the Rollins 
Theater in Sun City Center on Sat-
urday, June 15 when Southern Ex-
press Bluegrass Band takes to the 
stage for  the P.A.C. Lite Summer 
Variety Series.   There will be two 
performances, one at 2:30 p.m. 
and one at 7 p.m., and the public 
is invited.

Southern Express is composed 
of five of the best pickers:  Larry 
Jackson Jr on guitar, Rick Hinson 
on bass, Ron Rimmer on banjo, 
Bryce Hall on mandolin, and 
multi-year Florida State Fiddler 
Steve Durrwachter.  Audiences 
will delight in favorite Bluegrass 

Bluegrass, anyone?
tunes from “Dueling Banjos” to 
“Rocky Top.” The band will per-
form a few gospel tunes as well. 

Tickets for Southern Express 
Bluegrass Band are $10, available 
at the SCC Atrium kiosk, Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 9 
a.m. ~ noon.  To order tickets with 
a credit card, call 813-220-7913. 

The Rollins Theater is located 
at 970 Cherry Hills Dr., Sun City 
Center.  For further information, 
directions to the theater and details 
on all shows in the series, call the 
ticket line or visit the PAC website 
at www.PerformingArtsCompany-
SCC.org. 

Reel in a big one at E.G. Simmons 
Park’s Summer Fishing Camp

Fishing discussions will include 
angling ethics, conservation, fish-
ing reports, handling a fish properly 
and dehooking, limits and seasons, 
local species, rules and guidelines 
and use of circle hooks.

Additional camp activities in-
clude canoeing and kayaking, 
camping skills, hiking and swim-
ming. All sessions will include 
field trips and, for an additional fee 
of $25, campers can participate in 
a 5-Hour Deep Sea Fishing Trip 
with Hubbard’s Marina. Fishing 
stats will be kept, and awards and 
prizes will be given out at the end-
of-camp party and fish fry.

Camp sessions will be taught 
by local professional fishing cap-
tains and organizations including 
Coastal Conservation Association, 
Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful and the 
Suncoast Fly Fishing Club. Camp 
partners include the Florida Youth 
Conservation Centers Network, 
Fish Florida and the Guy Harvey 
Foundation.

A Puppet of Your Own
You don’t have to be a great artist to make a great puppet. All you need is a 

sock, a few art supplies and some imagination.
Any sock you can slide your hand into and move it around will work for a 

puppet. If you plan to draw a face on your sock puppet, you might want to get a 
white sock. Slide the sock onto your hand, close your hand and mark where you 
think the eyes, nose and mouth should go. Then sketch or glue them on if using felt.

Once your puppet has a face, you can give it a name and start practicing with it. 
You’ll want to try different voices and hand positions to bring your puppet to life.

Jokes and 
Riddles

Jokes and 
Riddles

Q:

A: Because his arrows were all in a quiver!

Why couldn’t the Robin 
Hood puppet hit the target?

What did the Goldilocks puppet 
use to mop up the spilled milk?Q:

A: A spongecake!

The Consumer Confidence 
Report for Park Village 

Homeowners Association of 
Ruskin, Inc. can be reviewed 

at 2035 Park Village Dr., 
Ruskin, FL.
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DOVE INTERIORS CARPET ONE
FLOORING AND WINDOW TREATMENTS

2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL  (1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) 813-645-8660
www.doveinteriorshdwfg.com

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday • Evenings by appointment

CALL KIM
FOR DETAILS

INTRODUCING
HUNTER DOUGLAS 
DESIGN STUDIO.™
CUSTOM, REDEFINED.™

ROMAN SHADES, 
CUSTOM STYLES, 
FABRICS AND 
COLORS, EASY TO 
SELECT, ORDER AND 
INSTALL

We’ve installed over 150,000 complete systems since we opened our doors!

5401 E. Sligh Ave. • Tampa

(813) 626-4111
alertac.com

CAC 1817351 • CFC 1428764

System Tune-Up
$6900

We service all brands and models

Established
in 1946

Robert Edelman, M.D. ~ Eric Berman, M.D.
Anita Shane, M.D. ~ Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza • YourEyeDoctors.com  

• Comprehensive 
 Ophthalmology

• Cataract Surgery

• Glaucoma  
 Management

• Laser Surgery

• Macular  
 Degeneration

• Cornea

• Diabetic Eye Care

• Neuro-Ophthalmology

Trusted by

 & Patients Alike. 
Physicians

Our ophthalmologists are board-certified  
and fellowship-trained to provide  

specialized care for your eyes.

Medicare & most insurance accepted. 

When surveyed,  
97.5% of patients stated  
they would recommend  

us to a friend!

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

Ginger
Ginger is a Terrier with the most 

heart-melting eyes. This special 
gal came to C.A.R.E. as a stray, 
flea infested and underweight. 
With the TLC she has received, 
she is good as new. She has sev-
eral playmates at the shelter and 
has been around the house cat, too. 
Ginger is a sweet but sensitive dog 
who would love to have a place to 
call home.  As part of her adoption 
she will be microchipped. She is 
spayed and current on her shots. 

DOB: January 2, 2012.
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week

Oreo
Oreo is a handsome boy with a 

loving personality. Unfortunately, 
his owners could no longer care 
for him. He has been busy be-
friending the  gals in his cat condo 
and watching the birds from the 
lanai. He would really like to find 
his forever home though. Won’t 
you come and give Oreo a second 
chance at happiness? Oreo is neu-
tered and fully vaccinated and mi-
cro chipped.  

DOB:  June 2, 2011. 

SouthShore Regional Library
Adult program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • 813-273-3652

Excel: Introduction & Formatting - Tuesday, June 4 at 1 p.m.
Layout, entering data, inserting rows and columns, and other tech-

niques. Learn different formats for expressing numbers in a spreadsheet. 
Registration in person required no earlier than one hour prior to the start 
of the program.

Adult/Teen Painting - Tuesday, June 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Come for an expressive evening of painting with art instructor Anne 

Walker. All levels welcome and materials will be provided. ASR2013 
Limit 22. Registration required at either the Information Desk or by call-
ing 813-273-3652. Funding for this program provided by a grant from 
the Community Foundation of Greater Sun City Center.

Paper Crafting for Adults - Wednesday, June 5 at 1 p.m.
Using the latest Stampin’ Up products, create a beautiful card and/or 

3D creation. All materials will be provided. Seating limit:15. Register in 
advance at the Information Desk or call 813-273-3652.

SouthShore Needle People - Wednesday, June 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 

about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome! 
Bring a project and ask questions!

Excel: Basic Calculations - Thursday, June 6 at 1 p.m.
Learn about the functions and complex formulas and how to use them 

in calculations. Limit: 20.

No fuss Foods - Friday, June 7 at 11 a.m.
Cooking delicious and nutritious meals does not need to take a lot of 

time or cost a lot of money. Join Rowena Sjovall of No Fuss Foods as she 
demonstrates how to make easy, nutritious meals. Seating limit: 20. Reg-
ister in advance at the Information Desk or call 813-273-3652. Funded 
by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

Excel: Charts, Graphs and Printing - Friday, June 7 at 1 p.m.
Create and format charts from data for visual emphasis. Learn how 

Excel prints data and seup page formats. Previous experience with Mi-
crosoft Excel is recommended.  Limit: 20.

How to Get Started in Astronomy - Saturday, June 8 at 3 p.m.
Many people who decide to take up astronomy as a hobby are quickly 

overwhelmed by the myriad of choices in equipment. Join Craig Mac-
Dougal as he takes a step-by-step approach to boil down the process to 
a few key principles. Funded by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional 
Library.

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If you 
would be interested in becoming a Member of the Friends of the Library, 
call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396, www.southshorefriends.com.

Business slow? Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation of 48,000 papers every 
week! We offer many options in every price range...from classified ads to full 
pages. Call 813-645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative 
today. For more information visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net



10 • OBSERVER NEWS • SCC OBSERVER MAY 30, 2013

I WILL
HEAR
BETTER
THIS YEAR  

$500 OFF 
an AGX5, 7, or 9 two- 

device hearing system.
Cannot be combined with other  

promotional o�ers. Expires 6/30/13.

SUN CITY CENTER   813.642.7197 
772 Cortaro Dr 

www.manateehearing.com

Physician-based hearing care since 1974  
We o�er the latest hearing aid technology and styles to �t all budgets and lifestyles.

1617 Sun City Center Plaza
813-634-7474

(next to Ace Hardware)

10 Daily Lunch
Specials at

$5.99          Monday thru Saturday

Breakfast Special
or

$4.99 

Breakfast 
Served 

ALL DAY on 
Weekends

Introducing Our 
Deli Style Breads

Pretty Clothes
Bargain Prices!

Monday - Saturday Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.

 (Publix Shoppes of Apollo Beach) 813-641-8444

As seen in
Southern Living

Magazine

Now accepting...
Fine Quality Home 

Interior Items & Clothing
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Sales Every Day!

3rd Saturday of the month is our

up to 75% OFF

“There’s a perception out there that homeless veterans are all drug 
addicts and alcoholics but that is not the way it is,” Brown said. “I 
know people who were successful in law enforcement and health care 
who are now living on the streets. They are just like anyone else but 
they have fallen on hard times. They want to be successful but they 
have numerous obstacles in their way.”

More than 2,200 men, women and children will sleep in the woods, 
cars or abandoned buildings tonight, according to a Hillsborough 
County Homeless Coalition. Around 170 of those are veterans, 
according to the federally mandated homeless count which was 
conducted last month. The real number is higher, experts say. 

“The count is always an estimate and always an undercount,” said 
Lesa Weikel, community relations manager for the Homeless Coalition. 

The Coalition is required to do the count over 24 hours “so getting to 
every homeless person in Hillsborough County, an area of 1,100 square 
miles, is not easy especially 
when many of those people are 
living in the woods or abandoned 
buildings and many of whom, for 
whatever reason, don’t want to be 
found.”

The May 17 report also found 
12,843 people precariously 
housed, a 23 percent increase 
over the 2011number. While 
not literally homeless, these 
individuals and households are at 
high risk of becoming homeless.

“The count data shows we, 
as a community, are moving 
in the right direction, but it is 
impossible to tell how much 
of the decrease represents real 
progress and how much is due 
to undercounting,” said Maria 
Barcus, CEO of Hillsborough’s 
Homeless Coalition. “The 2014 
homeless count will provide 
a better understanding and 
assessment.” 

The 2014 count will take 
place during the last 10 days 
of February with a shorter 
questionnaire. Unlike previous 
homeless counts, the 2014 survey 
will also include those who are 
clearly homeless but refuse to 
participate in the survey.

Despite their wariness over 
the latest count, advocates do 
credit a number of federally 
funded programs with helping 
the homeless. The new programs, 
launched in 2011, helped more 
than 1,900 people who were 
either homeless or in danger of 
becoming homeless, according to 
the Homeless Coalition. Two of 
the new programs, the Veterans 
Homelessness Prevention 
Demonstration project and 
Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families, helped 347 veterans in 
the last two years, according to 
the Coalition 

“I fell through the cracks and 
nobody saw it,” said Ray (we are 
not using his last name), a 20-
year veteran who served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Facing the collapse of his 
second marriage and unemployment on his return from his first tour of 
duty, Ray signed up for a second tour in Iraq.

“I volunteered for my second deployment for one reason: to die,” Ray 
said.

Thomas Brown found Ray living in a Tampa homeless shelter and 
brought him into the Veteran’s Assistance Center at Tampa Crossroads. 

“I was pretty close to bottom but he (Brown) actually listened. He 
was interested. I was one of the lucky ones,” said Ray who is now 
working and living in his own home. “I would be buried in some grave 
somewhere if it wasn’t for [Tampa Crossroads].” 

For those who want help, Brown sets up interviews with case workers 
who assist the vet with benefits, housing and finding a job. Finding 
children living in a homeless camp is especially difficult, Brown said. 
“I try to help them more than anyone else. It doesn’t sit well with me.”

There are 62,619 long-term homeless veterans in the U.S., according 
to the U.S. Inter Agency Council on Homelessness. Some 12,240 
Florida veterans live on the streets, according to a 2011 Florida Dept. 
of Children & Families report. Only California has more homeless 
veterans. 

“The average person in Hillsborough County has no idea of the extent 
of veteran homelessness in our community,” said Justin Baker, a case 

Missing In America – 
Homeless Veterans

Continued from page 1 u

Help for 
veterans and 
their families
Supportive Services for 
Veteran Families
This program, funded by the 
U.S. Department of Veteran 
Affairs (VA) aims to improve 
very low-income Veteran fam-
ilies’ housing stability. SSVF 
was awarded to the Home-
less Coalition of Hillsbor-
ough County in partnership 
with Tampa Crossroads and 
Bay Area Legal Service. For 
more information and to be 
screened for the SSVF pro-
gram, contact Tampa Cross-
roads Veterans Assistance 
Center, 4203 N. Nebraska 
Ave., Tampa, FL 33603, (813) 
238-8557 x300.

Veterans Homelessness 
Prevention 
Demonstration Project 
The Veterans Homelessness 
Prevention Demonstration 
Project (VHPD) is a new ini-
tiative by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), the U.S. 
Department of Veterans’ Af-
fairs (VA), and the U.S. De-
partment of Labor (DOL) to 
provide assistance to vet-
erans at-risk of becoming 
homeless or newly homeless. 
Funding for the assistance 
program is provided by HUD. 
For more information and to 
see if you are eligible contact 
one of the following: VHPD 
Coordinator, (813) 979-3563; 
Vet Center Homeless Out-
reach Specialist, (813) 228-
2621 or the VA National Call 
Center for Homeless Veter-
ans, 1-877-4AID-VET (1-877-
424-3838) - available 24/7.

Continued on page 11 u



MAY 30, 2013 OBSERVER NEWS • SCC OBSERVER • 11

OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC!

2:30 & 7:00
JULY 27

2:30 & 7:00
AUG 24

THE KEGG
Just the Way you like them

2:30 & 7:00
AUG 10

manager at Tampa Crossroads, 
which also runs Athena House, the 
only residential housing complex 
for homeless female veterans in 
Florida. “We deal with veterans 
who have been self-sufficient all 
their lives and then a crisis hap-
pened where they need assistance 
and they just happen to fall on 
hard times.”

Those hard times can come as 
the result of a divorce, loss of a 
job, a death in 
the family or any 
number of rea-
sons, Baker said. 
“There are no 
two cases that are 
alike as to why 
someone ends up 
homeless.”

Janet Spivey 
and her husband 
Curtis are among 
those trying to 
help. Members of 
the Patriot Guard 
(motorcycle) Riders who provide 
escorts for military funerals, the 
Spiveys met a disabled vet-
eran earlier this year who told the 
couple about the plight of Florida’s 
homeless veterans.

Working with the Sumter County 
Veterans Service Office, which re-
ferred her to need-based organiza-
tions in Hillsborough, the Spiveys’ 
Bushnell church began collecting 
clothes and money for sleeping 
bags and tents. 

“I wouldn’t take just anyone out 
to the homeless camps but Janet 
and Curtis are solid people who 
really want to help,” said Brown 
who took the couple to a homeless 
camp in Brandon.

In Spivey’s experience, the 
homeless take only what they need 
and are very grateful. She remem-
bered a former soldier nicknamed 

“Caveman,” who had requested a 
sleeping bag. She brought him that 
and a jacket.

“I said, ‘Look at this nice jacket. 
It’s just your size.’ And the tears 
just rolled down his face.”

Brown said the private donations 
give the veterans a boost, showing 
them someone cares. “It makes a 
huge difference in their morale if 
nothing else.”

The Spiveys also take Bibles. 
“I don’t push them on 

the people, but they’re 
out there, and if they can 
read it, it gives them a 
little bit of hope.”

Tackling homelessness 
among veterans is not an 
issue that can be solved 
by Tampa Crossroads or 
the Homeless Coalition, 
said Tampa Crossroads 
CEO Sara Romeo, a 
Brandon native. 

“This is a problem that 
has to be solved by our 

entire community. We need land-
lords to step up. We are not asking 
for free apartments, there is fund-
ing available,” said Romeo, who 
works closely with the VA and the 
US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to provide 
services to veterans. 

“We need employers to step up 
(and employ formerly homeless 
veterans). We need companies 
like TECO to step up and work 
with us because sometimes it’s 
not possible for a family to pay a 
$400 deposit to have their electric 
turned on right away. 

“There are a lot of pieces in this 
puzzle. We can’t just put a person 
in a house and say good luck. We 
need to be able to make sure they 
can afford the rent and are work-
ing. These are people who just 
want a hand up, not a hand out.” 

Missing In America... 
Continued from page 10

How you
can help

There are many ways the 
community can help house 
chronically homeless men 
and women, according to 
the Hillsborough County 
Homeless Coalition.
Developers and owners 

of large housing properties 
could donate an apartment 
or two to provide housing 
to someone. 
Faith and service groups 

could choose to do a 
fundraiser to cover hous-
ing expenses for a person 
for a year, or put together 
‘move-in kits’ with cleaning 
supplies, towels and linens, 
pots and pans. 
For more information call 

the Hillsborough County 
Homeless Coalition at (813) 
223-6115 or email info@
homelessofhc.org.
Tampa Crossroads, a 

nonprofit organization that 
helps veterans who are 
homeless, is currently look-
ing for bicycles.
“We have a number of 

clients who live a mile or 
more from their place of 
work who need bikes to get 
back and forth,” said Sara 
Romeo, Tampa Crossroads’ 
CEO. The group helped 
more than 1,000 veterans 
and their families last year.
The group also accepts 

anything that will help ease 
the move of veterans transi-
tioning to housing, like pots 
and pans, shower supplies 
and towels and linens. 
Employers looking to hire 

veterans and landlords with 
available apartments — “We 
are not looking for free 
apartments, rents are paid,” 
Romeo said — are also 
invited to contact Tampa 
Crossroads through the 
group’s website or by call-
ing (813) 238-8557 Ext. 300.

Homeless vets by the numbers
13% of the homeless adult population are veterans
20% of the male homeless population are veterans
68% reside in principal cities
32% reside in suburban/rural areas
51% of individual homeless veterans have disabilities
50% have serious mental illness
70% have substance abuse problems
51% are white males, compared to 38% of non-veterans
50% are age 51 or older, compared to 19% non-veterans
Source: National Coalition for Homeless Veterans

tampa CroSSroadS pHoto
Thomas Brown, a U.S. Army 
veteran, walks through the 
woods looking for a home-
less camp. 

USF helps the VA implement 
model to tackle homelessness

By  ■ Kevin Brady
Rapid housing, with a strong 

support structure, is the key to 
solving long-term homelessness 
among veterans, 
says a Tampa 
professor who 
has been working 
on the issue 
for more than a 
decade. 

“The days of 
the revolving 
door of shelter 
care should be over,” said Mark 
Engelhardt. “There will always 
be a need for shelter care but the 
real solution to homelessness is 
permanent housing.”

Engelhardt and other faculty 
members at the University of 
South Florida’s Dept. of Mental 
Health, Law & Policy, helped the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
implement a model - Housing 
First - for tackling homelessness 
among veterans. The model, 
which includes rapid rehousing 
with an intensive support 
structure, is being tested at 14 
sites across the county, including 
one at Bay Pines in St. Petersburg. 

Its success is leading to a sea 
change in attitudes about how 
to end homelessness with the 

Veteran’s Administration and 
advocacy groups now endorsing 
the proven approach, which has 
years of research behind it. 

“If you ask a layman they 
understand housing is the solution 
to homelessness but in the case of 
many people who are homeless, 
especially long-term homeless 
veterans, they need support 
services as well as housing.”

As part of the National Center 
among Homeless Veterans, USF 
was part of a team that assisted 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs implement the Housing 
First model. It is based on the 
Pathways to Housing; an idea 
originated in New York City over 
two decades ago and developed 
by a team lead by Dr. Sam 
Tsemberis.

The Housing First model is 
relatively simple: provide housing 
first, and then combine that 
housing with supportive treatment 
services in the areas of mental and 
physical health, substance abuse, 
education, and employment. 

Housing is provided in 
apartments scattered throughout 
a community, fostering a sense of 
home and self-determination and 
speeding the reintegration into the 

See USF HOMELESS PLAN, page 17 u

Mark Engelhardt
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manager at Tampa Crossroads, 
which also runs Athena House, the 
only residential housing complex 
for homeless female veterans in 
Florida. “We deal with veterans 
who have been self-sufficient all 
their lives and then a crisis hap-
pened where they need assistance 
and they just happen to fall on 
hard times.”

Those hard times can come as 
the result of a divorce, loss of a 
job, a death in 
the family or any 
number of rea-
sons, Baker said. 
“There are no 
two cases that are 
alike as to why 
someone ends up 
homeless.”

Janet Spivey 
and her husband 
Curtis are among 
those trying to 
help. Members of 
the Patriot Guard 
(motorcycle) Riders who provide 
escorts for military funerals, the 
Spiveys met a disabled vet-
eran earlier this year who told the 
couple about the plight of Florida’s 
homeless veterans.

Working with the Sumter County 
Veterans Service Office, which re-
ferred her to need-based organiza-
tions in Hillsborough, the Spiveys’ 
Bushnell church began collecting 
clothes and money for sleeping 
bags and tents. 

“I wouldn’t take just anyone out 
to the homeless camps but Janet 
and Curtis are solid people who 
really want to help,” said Brown 
who took the couple to a homeless 
camp in Brandon.

In Spivey’s experience, the 
homeless take only what they need 
and are very grateful. She remem-
bered a former soldier nicknamed 

“Caveman,” who had requested a 
sleeping bag. She brought him that 
and a jacket.

“I said, ‘Look at this nice jacket. 
It’s just your size.’ And the tears 
just rolled down his face.”

Brown said the private donations 
give the veterans a boost, showing 
them someone cares. “It makes a 
huge difference in their morale if 
nothing else.”

The Spiveys also take Bibles. 
“I don’t push them on 

the people, but they’re 
out there, and if they can 
read it, it gives them a 
little bit of hope.”

Tackling homelessness 
among veterans is not an 
issue that can be solved 
by Tampa Crossroads or 
the Homeless Coalition, 
said Tampa Crossroads 
CEO Sara Romeo, a 
Brandon native. 

“This is a problem that 
has to be solved by our 

entire community. We need land-
lords to step up. We are not asking 
for free apartments, there is fund-
ing available,” said Romeo, who 
works closely with the VA and the 
US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development to provide 
services to veterans. 

“We need employers to step up 
(and employ formerly homeless 
veterans). We need companies 
like TECO to step up and work 
with us because sometimes it’s 
not possible for a family to pay a 
$400 deposit to have their electric 
turned on right away. 

“There are a lot of pieces in this 
puzzle. We can’t just put a person 
in a house and say good luck. We 
need to be able to make sure they 
can afford the rent and are work-
ing. These are people who just 
want a hand up, not a hand out.” 

Missing In America... 
Continued from page 10

How you
can help

There are many ways the 
community can help house 
chronically homeless men 
and women, according to 
the Hillsborough County 
Homeless Coalition.
Developers and owners 

of large housing properties 
could donate an apartment 
or two to provide housing 
to someone. 
Faith and service groups 

could choose to do a 
fundraiser to cover hous-
ing expenses for a person 
for a year, or put together 
‘move-in kits’ with cleaning 
supplies, towels and linens, 
pots and pans. 
For more information call 

the Hillsborough County 
Homeless Coalition at (813) 
223-6115 or email info@
homelessofhc.org.
Tampa Crossroads, a 

nonprofit organization that 
helps veterans who are 
homeless, is currently look-
ing for bicycles.
“We have a number of 

clients who live a mile or 
more from their place of 
work who need bikes to get 
back and forth,” said Sara 
Romeo, Tampa Crossroads’ 
CEO. The group helped 
more than 1,000 veterans 
and their families last year.
The group also accepts 

anything that will help ease 
the move of veterans transi-
tioning to housing, like pots 
and pans, shower supplies 
and towels and linens. 
Employers looking to hire 

veterans and landlords with 
available apartments — “We 
are not looking for free 
apartments, rents are paid,” 
Romeo said — are also 
invited to contact Tampa 
Crossroads through the 
group’s website or by call-
ing (813) 238-8557 Ext. 300.

Homeless vets by the numbers
13% of the homeless adult population are veterans
20% of the male homeless population are veterans
68% reside in principal cities
32% reside in suburban/rural areas
51% of individual homeless veterans have disabilities
50% have serious mental illness
70% have substance abuse problems
51% are white males, compared to 38% of non-veterans
50% are age 51 or older, compared to 19% non-veterans
Source: National Coalition for Homeless Veterans

tampa CroSSroadS pHoto
Thomas Brown, a U.S. Army 
veteran, walks through the 
woods looking for a home-
less camp. 

USF helps the VA implement 
model to tackle homelessness

By  ■ Kevin Brady
Rapid housing, with a strong 

support structure, is the key to 
solving long-term homelessness 
among veterans, 
says a Tampa 
professor who 
has been working 
on the issue 
for more than a 
decade. 

“The days of 
the revolving 
door of shelter 
care should be over,” said Mark 
Engelhardt. “There will always 
be a need for shelter care but the 
real solution to homelessness is 
permanent housing.”

Engelhardt and other faculty 
members at the University of 
South Florida’s Dept. of Mental 
Health, Law & Policy, helped the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
implement a model - Housing 
First - for tackling homelessness 
among veterans. The model, 
which includes rapid rehousing 
with an intensive support 
structure, is being tested at 14 
sites across the county, including 
one at Bay Pines in St. Petersburg. 

Its success is leading to a sea 
change in attitudes about how 
to end homelessness with the 

Veteran’s Administration and 
advocacy groups now endorsing 
the proven approach, which has 
years of research behind it. 

“If you ask a layman they 
understand housing is the solution 
to homelessness but in the case of 
many people who are homeless, 
especially long-term homeless 
veterans, they need support 
services as well as housing.”

As part of the National Center 
among Homeless Veterans, USF 
was part of a team that assisted 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs implement the Housing 
First model. It is based on the 
Pathways to Housing; an idea 
originated in New York City over 
two decades ago and developed 
by a team lead by Dr. Sam 
Tsemberis.

The Housing First model is 
relatively simple: provide housing 
first, and then combine that 
housing with supportive treatment 
services in the areas of mental and 
physical health, substance abuse, 
education, and employment. 

Housing is provided in 
apartments scattered throughout 
a community, fostering a sense of 
home and self-determination and 
speeding the reintegration into the 

See USF HOMELESS PLAN, page 17 u

Mark Engelhardt
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TEACHERS!!!
FREE!

TLC Club!
Teachers’ Legs Count Club!!

All school employees participate in the education of our 
children and are eligible for this club:  

Retired and Active School Teachers, Administrators, all 
School Support Staff and Volunteers.

Free Membership in our Teachers’ Legs Count Club – 
Join Now!

Also, especially for TLC Club Members’ benefits include:

813-634-1333

appointment
Offices: 

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

PAINTED SOLID 
SHUTTERS

$1595
sq. ft.

Installed
ANYTHING LESS CAN’T 
COMPARE IN QUALITY!

Will not warp or crack!

Scan to see 
more!

www.Naffco.biz

Nobody OFFERS 
YOU MORE quality 

at this price!

MORE{SELECTION
DURABILITY

the ART of

WINDOWdressing

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Adult Primary Care

(Men’s & Women’s Health)
Accepts Most Insurances & Medicare

Mon-Wed 8am-5pm, Thurs 8am-7pm, Fri 8am-3pm, Sat 9am-1pm

Call Today! (813) 633-2000
www.tampabayfamilyphysicians.com

Thursday May 30
10:00am - 6:00pm
RefreshmentsThursday May 30

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Adult Primary Care

(Men’s & Women’s Health)
Accepts Most Insurances & Medicare

Mon-Wed 8am-5pm, Thurs 8am-7pm, Fri 8am-3pm, Sat 9am-1pm

Call Today! (813) 633-2000
www.tampabayfamilyphysicians.com

  

Khushi Dhaliwal, MDKhushi Dhaliwal, MD  
Board Certified Board Certified   
Family MedicineFamily Medicine  

  OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE  Thursday May 30Thursday May 30  
10:00am 10:00am --  6:00pm6:00pm  
Refreshments Refreshments   
servedserved  

TAMPA BAY FAMILY PHYSICIANSTAMPA BAY FAMILY PHYSICIANS  

  

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTSACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS  
Adult Primary CareAdult Primary Care  

(Men’s & Women’s Health)(Men’s & Women’s Health)  
Accepts Most Insurances & MedicareAccepts Most Insurances & Medicare  

Same Day Appointment  Evening Hours  Weekend HoursSame Day Appointment  Evening Hours  Weekend Hours  
MonMon--Wed 8amWed 8am--5pm, Thurs 8am5pm, Thurs 8am--7pm, Fri 8am7pm, Fri 8am--3pm, Sat 9am3pm, Sat 9am--1pm1pm  

Call Today! (813) 633Call Today! (813) 633--20002000  
4874 Sun City Center Blvd  Sun City Center, FL 335734874 Sun City Center Blvd  Sun City Center, FL 33573  

www.tampabayfamilyphysicians.comwww.tampabayfamilyphysicians.com  
Khushi Dhaliwal, MD
Board Certified
Family Medicine

University of South Florida 
and then the University of 
Florida.

Lennard had originally 
planned to become an attorney, 
but he said he ended up in 
work that was much more 
satisfying to him and he 
wouldn’t change any of it if he 
had it to do over again. 

“About the time I got to 
the University of Florida, I 
realized it took a lot of time and 
money to go to law school. But 
that wasn’t the whole thing that 
influenced my decision,” he said. 
“It was the Kennedy Era. Many 
people remember JFK’s famous 
speech that included the line ‘Ask 
not what your country can do for 
you, but what you can do for your 
country.’ ”

Lennard said he thought 
about that very seriously. “We 
needed teachers. And teachers 
can influence future generations 
through the youth.” 

So in 1963, Dr. Lennard began 
his career as a teacher at Ruskin 
Elementary School and then 
went on to teach at East Bay 
High School. In 1979, he became 
a supervisor. He was never a 
principal, which is usually the next 
step in education’s administrative 
path. 

“I was an assistant supervisor, 
and then worked as Deputy 
Supervisor,” he said. “So when I 
was offered the position, I felt it 
was the thing to do.”

Lennard did this job until July 
1, 1996 when he thought he was 
retiring.

His retirement didn’t go as 
planned either.

In 2009 he was elected to 
the position of Supervisor of 
Elections; a position he held until 
2013.

“Life can certainly take many 
turns,” Lennard said. “I’m very 
grateful for everything I’ve gotten 
a chance to do. The best part of 
life isn’t having a certain job. It’s 
reaching for and attaining goals.”

Lennard said he never forgot 
the words of John F. Kennedy’s 
speech. They influenced him 
throughout his entire life.

“Right about the time I heard 
the speech, I was in a class called 
‘American Ideas.’ One of the 
professors in that class influenced 
me too. We talked a lot about what 
was needed in the country.”

Dedicated teachers were, and are 
always, needed, he explained.

When talking about the 
milestones in his life, Lennard 
said by the time he’d reached his 
10th high school reunion, he was 
completely comfortable with his 
job as a teacher. At that time he 
expected to remain a teacher for 
30 or so years and then retire.

“But by my 25th, I was a 
supervisor, and although at 
first I didn’t think I’d be, I was 
comfortable in administration 
too. As the years went by, I could 
see that what each of us did had 
a ripple effect on everyone who 
worked with us, as well as on the 
students.”

Will the plans made by today’s 
graduating seniors remain in tact 

or will they be even bigger and 
better than their original plans as 
Dr. Lennard’s were?

Students at the South County 
Career Center have already started 
studies in their chosen line of work 
along with attaining their high 
school diplomas. Depending upon 
their chosen profession, some will 
have paperwork that certifies them 
to go straight to work.

Culinary student James 
Maldanado plans to have his own 
restaurant before the next 10 years 
is up. “Then, in 25 years, I see 
myself having a club that’ll blow 
people’s minds,” he said. “In 50, I 
can pass it down to someone in my 
family.”

Elizabeth Yemen wants to work 
in a biochemical laboratory but 
also wants to help the community 
as a volunteer paramedic. “In 25 
years I hope to be helping to fund 
scholarships for students who can’t 
afford college,” she added. 
Looking ahead 50 years Yemen 
pictures herself helping her 
children and grandchildren 
succeed as well.

Brenden Stearns is heading for 
police academy. “Twenty-five 
years from now I hope to be a 
prestigious captain and have a 
loving family,” he said.

Stearns and every other student 
interviewed for this story- with the 
exception of Privette- imagines 
himself (or herself) retired on 
or before their 50th high school 
reunion.

Only time will tell what life has 
in store for the Class of 2013. 

Accompanying this story are 
the statistics of the graduating 
classes of five South County 
high schools as well as the career 
center. Numbers graduating and 
valedictorians and salutatorians are 
included.

But one South County 
salutatorian has a slightly different 
story so we will mention her here.

Samantha Schneider-Behen 
of Apollo Beach is the 2013 
salutatorian at Blake High School 
in Tampa. She chose to travel to 
Tampa 
instead of 
attending 
her local 
school 
because of 
its focus 
on the arts. 

“My 
grade-
point-
average is 
6.3. I have 
worked 
very hard,” 
Schneider-Behen said. 

“I went to Howard W. Blake 
High School because it is a 
magnet school that focuses in 
the arts. My first love is musical 
theater so it was a natural fit. I 
will be attending Oklahoma City 
University in the fall of 2013. 
I will be in a bachelor of music 
degree program with a focus in 
Musical Theater.”

So will we one day see 
Schneider-Behen on the Broadway 
stage or perhaps in a movie on 
prime time television? Or will her 
life be even bigger and better than 
any dream could predict?

The world is waiting for the next 
Lucille Ball or John Wayne. Or 
perhaps a South County graduate 
from the Class of 2013 will break 
ground- maybe even be the first 
woman president. When Madame 
Curie graduated no one predicted 
she would be the first woman to be 
awarded the Nobel Prize.

Graduating classes
Continued from page 1 u

See page 13 u

Samantha Schneider-
Behen
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JSA Medical Group
Sun City Center Activity Center
EVENTS CALENDAR

JSA MEDICAL GROUP - SUN CITY CENTER
787 Cortaro Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573

Adult Primary Care

In a State-of-the-Art New Facility!
physicians
JSA Medical Group in Sun City Center is a 

comprehensive primary care clinic with many services 
offered in-house including radiology and labs! There 

is no better time to become a member of JSA!

Call Today!
(813) 634-2500

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Including Humana and CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members

JSA Medical Group - Sun City Center Activity Center is open to the community 
& offers a variety of FREE community & patient events including Yoga, Tai Chi, 
health lectures, parties, line dancing & more! (*Classes are subject to change)
MAY UPCOMING EVENTS *REGISTER NOW! (813) 419-5020

Some classes 
have limited space 

and may be full, 
but waitlists are 
available! Please 

call for more 
information

(813) 419-5020

Dominoes are 
always available 
to play at the SCC
Activity Center!

Please check your 
insurance

coverage for 
SILVERSNEAKERS 
class participation 

eligibility.

*MSROM:
Muscular Strength 

& Range of 
Movement Classes

Visit us online 
for the monthly 

schedule of 
classes and 

events:
JSAMedicalGroup.com

Click “Events”

Thu 
30:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
TAI CHI

9:30 to 10:30 am
2:30 to 3:30 pm

Fri 
31:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1:30 to 2:30 pm 
3 to 4:15 pm

JUNE UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon 
03:

RUMBA DANCE
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

11 am to Noon
1:30 to 2:30 pm 
3 to 4:15 pm

Tue 
04:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 
BEAD CRAFT CLASS (NEW!)

11 am to Noon
2 to 3 pm pm 

Wed
05:

LINE DANCING*: Beginners or
Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)

11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1:15 pm

Thu 
06:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
TAI CHI

9:30 to 10:30 am
2:30 to 3:30 pm

Fri 
07:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1:30 to 2:30 pm 
3 to 4:15 pm

Mon 
10:

RUMBA DANCE
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

11 am to Noon
1:30 to 2:30 pm 
3 to 4:15 pm

Tue 
11:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)* 11 am to Noon

Wed
12:

LINE DANCING*: Beginners or
Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)

11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1:15 pm

Thu 
13:

SilverSneakers® (MSROM)*
TAI CHI

9:30 to 10:30 am
2:30 to 3:30 pm

Fri
14:

SALSA DANCING
SLOW FLOW YOGA
GENTLE CHAIR YOGA

10 to 11 am
1:30 to 2:30 pm 
3 to 4:15 pm

Life paths twist and turn. South 
County’s Dr. Earl Lennard is 
certainly proof of that.

So when the caps are thrown in 

Graduates
Continued from page 12 u

Some decisions are best 
made with the heart
A look back after my 50th class reunion

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
Seventeen and starry-eyed, after my high school 

graduation ceremony at the Convention Center on 
the boardwalk June 13, 1963 in Asbury Park, New 
Jersey, I planned to share an apartment with my 
friend Pam in New York City. 

We’d worked together after school and on 
weekends for almost two years at New Jersey Bell 
Telephone Company to pay for the privilege of 
driving our cars just about wherever we wanted 
including the area Bruce Springsteen — another 
graduate of Asbury Park High School — always 
referred to at his performances as “The Circuit.”

It was about a half mile square that included a 
stretch of blacktop parallel to the boardwalk where 
all the rides, clubs and teens converged on Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

It was a great place to grow up. 
At 14, I had my first job as a camp counselor for 

five-and-six year olds. I loved it because the job 
gave me the privilege of using the facilities of the 
most exclusive club on the beach.

In the early ’60s, child work laws went like this: 
if you could hold a hammer somebody handed 
you one and expected you to swing it. And not at 
a person — on a construction job. I could swim no 
matter how big the waves were and had managed 
youngsters in a Sunday school class and those two 
qualifications allowed me to be a camp counselor in 
charge of about 20 kids. 

Yes, things were different then. But like the Class 
of 2013, we in the Class of ’63 had plans. Some 
plans changed. Others stayed the same. But life 
happens and we have to roll with it no matter what. 

Nobody could have told me the night I took my 
graduation walk that in three years the only man 
I’d ever known as my dad would be dead; I’d have 
buried my first child; or that I’d get to live in (and 
travel through) Europe as a military dependent and 
visit more than three-quarters of the United States 
as well. 

Good things and bad. None planned, yet all a part 
of life.

Graduation night was all about “the plans” we’d 
made and how we were about to begin them.

The best advice I could give today’s graduates 
is to never give up on a dream and settle for 
something less. So what if you have to take it in 
stages, or do something else for awhile, or even 
if you get knocked down and think you can’t get 
back up. As time goes on, even if the plan goes 
completely awry, the twists and turns in life can 
be a good learning experience and take you down 
roads you’d have never gotten to travel if you’d 
stayed right on track.

I recently interviewed former superintendent 
of schools Earl J. Lennard. He’d planned to be a 
lawyer. Instead he ended up influencing thousands 
of students — both directly and indirectly — 
through the school district employees he’s 
supervised.

The only thing we can count on is change. We 
have to roll with it or we might as well roll over 
and play dead. 

Pam and I never made it to New York. When I 
went back to New Jersey for my 25th reunion, I 
visited with her for awhile and met her husband 

Me at 17.

See 50 YEARS LATER, page 17 u

penny fletcher photo
Teachers, advisors, and Principal Sandra Bailey, third from left, chaperoned 
the South County Career Center prom at the main clubhouse at MiraBay. 
They seemed to have as much fun as the students. 

the air and the gowns come off, 
anything is possible.

Congratulations to all South 
County’s grads!
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JUNE EVENTS

A RETIREMENT & REHABILITATION COMMUNITY

Therapeutic Tai Chi open 
to the public! Our therapists have advanced training in therapeutic Tai Chi for Se-
niors and will provide guidance in this healthy exercise. Tai Chi has been proven to 
increase strength and balance! 

Aging Gracefully Support Group. This is a sup-
port group for individuals who are learning to live with the effects of aging in a grace-
ful, healthy manner. Facilitated by Kay Coburn Dyer, Geriatric Care Manager.

2:30-4 p.m. Diabetes Support Group. Join Susan L Parker- 
Heitel, RN, Certified Diabetic Educator from Nurse on Call Home Health Care as she 
facilitates our support group “Everyday Basics of Diabetic Care”.

2:30-4 p.m. Mental Wellness Support Group. Facilitated 
by Edmond Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI mental health professional. Supported by South 
Shore Coalition on Mental Health & Aging and the United Methodist Church of Sun 
City Center

1:30-3:30 p.m. Parkinson’s Support Group of Sun City 
Center. Sponsored by The Men’s Club of SCC. Facilitated by Eden Feldman, MSW, 
Director of Outreach at the USF Parkinson’s Disease & Movement Disorders Center. 
Through the summer months, we will have “Sharing is Caring”. Come with questions 
and leave with answers. If you have Parkinson’s or are caring for someone with 
this disease, be sure to attend this support group! FREE Valet Parking available at 
Entrance.

10-11 a.m.  “Oh, My Aching Legs” pre-
sented by Martin Aldrich, M.D., F.A.C.C. from the Aldrich Cardio-
vascular Institute. Dr. Aldrich is a board certified cardiologist who 
will be discussing leg pain including signs, causes and treatment 
of Peripheral Artery Disease and Peripheral Venous Disease. 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Sup-
port Group. Bring your loved one for a well-deserved break. Facilitated by Aging 
Care Advocates. You will receive information while your loved one is cared for in our 
Secured Memory Care. RSVP no less than 3 days prior to 813-246-4120.

Are you
over 70?

Call 813-634-1455 to reserve your spot
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates

Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.-C.
4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102 un City Center, FL  33573 (One Block West of the Hospital)

www.TheSkinCancerCenters.com
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Did you know people over 
70 have a 50% 
higher likelihood of 
developing Skin Cancer?

Call today for your FREE
Skin Cancer Screening Exam

streets in Ybor City. As was 
the case with “Head, Heart and 
Hands,” Parker’s completed work 
was not the result of a solitary 
effort, but rather the outcome of a 
community effort, from research 
into the color and history of Ybor 
City to the physical processes of 
obtaining, installing and moving 
the scaffolding required to paint 
the enormous mural.

“It was a huge community 
effort,” Parker said. “We basically 
quadrupled our budget with 
in-kind donations. There are so 
many people to thank. There were 
community members that come 
out to help us sandblast it, put up 
the scaffolding. It really was a 
great effort.”

The mural opens an otherwise 
gritty industrial area to light and 
color. Thousands of cars pass by it 
each day on their way into or out 
of downtown Tampa.

“The mural is a tribute to the 
history of Ybor City. It even 
reflects the character of the 
neighborhood today; it’s bright, 
interesting, and forward-looking,” 
Mayor Buckhorn said.

Parker, a native of 
Massachusetts, has called Ruskin 
home for more than a decade. For 
his Ruskin mural, commissioned 
in 2008 by the Southshore Arts 
Council and funded primarily by 
the Community Foundation of 
Greater Sun City Center, Parker 
enlisted the help of a team of 
artists from around the area, 
many of them young people, 
to photograph the community. 
The photos were combined with 
historical research to create the 
story intertwined across “Head, 
Heart and Hands.”

In Ybor City, Parker again 
enlisted the assistance of 
students from a class he taught 
at Hillsborough Community 
College to gather history, photos, 
interviews with local residents, 
and information about how the 
community should be depicted. 
Although it is art on a grand scale, 
the faces and landmarks in the 
mural tell personal and individual 
stories. Some of the names and 
faces, such as Frank Adamo, 
Tony Pizzo and Don Vincente 
Martinez-Ybor, are known to 
long-time residents, others, 
such as the faces of two women 
prominently depicted on the 
mural, are unknown stories that 
were inspired by a photograph 
Parker found during research into 
Ybor City cigar factories. The 
mural encompasses the totality of 
the community, from the people, 
both known and unknown, who 
made it work, including an 
immigrant family just setting out 
on their American journey, to a 
ship in the harbor to the skyline of 
the city of Tampa.

Tampa City Councilwoman 
Yvonne Yolie Capin described it 
as a portal to the past. Indeed, but 
it is a portal with an eye to the 
future, a roadway from the past 
to the present and beyond. It also 
changes the face of an otherwise 
faceless industrial boulevard.

The public-private effort has 
been two years in the making. It 
took Parker nearly a year to paint 
the mural. More than two-dozen 
businesses and organizations 
provided support to make it 
possible.

The mural has been described 
as the largest, outdoor original 

artwork in the state of Florida. 
It is so immense in scale that it 
is nearly impossible to take it all 
in while standing beneath it, as 
it would be for those driving by 
on Adamo Drive. David Scott 
of the Ybor City Development 
Corp. suggested an ideal option 
for enjoying the mural would be 
via a viewing platform across 
the highway, beneath elevated 
portions of the Lee Roy Selmon 
Expressway. Until such a venue 
is built, however, most visitors 
will have to take in the mural in 
smaller pieces, and over time. 
The mural was painted to last for 
many years.

A second mural is planned for a 
warehouse between 21st and 22nd 
streets, also along Adamo Drive.

A year ago, the first brush 
strokes of paint were applied 
to the corrugated steel of the 
building for a work of art so 
immense that gauging the day’s 
progress required climbing off 
of the scaffolding and walking 
far back to see the scale that 
could not be seen while up close. 
According to David Scott, Parker 
used many of the same techniques 
as were used by Michelangelo in 
painting the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel. Fresh from completing 
what is likely the largest public art 
project in Florida, what is the next 
step for Parker, who has created 
murals around the Tampa Bay 
area and nationally?

“I’m going to hang out in 
Ruskin and work in my studio,” 
he said with a smile.

For more information about the 
mural, visit www.yborartproject.
com.

Continued from page 1 u

“Parker used many of the same techniques 
as were used by Michelangelo in painting 

the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.

mitch traphagen photos
Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn dedicated the mural that is on Adamo 
Drive between 17th and 19th streets in Ybor City.

Although large in scale, the 12,000 foot mural tells numerous per-
sonal and individual stories.

Local artist paints mural
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Seating is Limited

Please Call For Reservations

813-634-3396
Visit our website: www.suncitycenterdental.com

for more information Michelle Halcomb, DDS

Learn about 
the amazing

This is a one-step dental procedure that 
involves minimally invasive surgery, no 

sutures, nor the typical months of healing.

FREE SEMINAR
Friday, June 14 • 1:00 p.m.

at the office of
 Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga

703 Del Webb Blvd. W • Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Nexium 20 mg ..............$28/month
Crestor 10 mg ..............$30/month
Viagra 100 mg ....................... $3/up
Advair 250/50mcg ........... (3) $164
Cymbalta 30 mg ..........$34/month
Celebrex 200 mg .........$30/month

$10 OFF
Initial Order

Canadian Meds south
disCount PResCRiPtion dRuGs

2
Locations

 Apollo SuN City CeNter
 BeACh KP Main Clubhouse

(813) 413-7912
sue@canadianmedssouth.com

CABINET REFACING
Door and Drawer •	
Replacement
Water Damage •	
Repair or 
Replacement

COUNTERTOPS
Granite•	
Cultured Marble•	
Solid Surface•	

South Shore Cabinet Works, Inc.
We are  local, doing business for 30+ years!

813 493-3330Licensed & 
Insured

RUSKIN, FL

The area just experienced 
Memorial Day weekend, with our 
waterways crowded 
with boats. It is one of 
the most popular days 
for fishing, swimming, 
and cruising in our 
local waters.

I spoke to several 
who spent their day 
free of anxiety and 
no storms. Their day 
was spent enjoying the wonders 
of our surrounding waters. They 
had a camera aboard to record the 
numerous different species of birds.

Another group was excited about 
the dolphins that soared into the air 
and followed their boat for some time.

We are coming into the summer 
season when the children are out of 
school — this is a great time to take 
them fishing. Their patience will not 
wear-out as they drop a line, they are 
more than likely to catch a fish every 
time. Warmer waters are attracting 
many species of fish to flock to the 
area.

Many anglers are catching saltwater 
catfish. Often they are called trash 
fish. They are edible but it seems 
the majority of anglers  throw them 
back or kill them. Did you know 
that the sail catfish has pearls in 
it? People often look for pearls in 
oysters, but not a catfish. There are 
two in each sailcat, in front of the 
eye sockets in the inner ear cavities. 
These pearls are ear stones and are 
used for the balancing mechanism of 
the fish. The stones are also used by 
scientists to tell the age of the fish. 

Most ages of fish are determined by 
the number of scales, but the sailcat 

has no scales.
Sheepshead has been a hot 

catch for many this week. 
Legal l2 inches with l5 per 
harvest per day. A fish with 
lots of teeth, sharp fins, black 
and white striped, good lean 
white meat, but boney.

Fresh water panfish have 
been plentiful in our warm 

waters of upper Alafia and Little 
Manatee Rivers. This will be a fun 
catch for your children.

Catfish in our freshwater lakes and 
rivers have been hungry and eager to 
take your bait this week. I talked to 
anglers who fish only for freshwater 
catfish. They say that it is as much fun 
as fishing for saltwater game fish.

Redfish catches have been popular 
this week. Many brought in their one 
each legal catch of l8 inches or not 
more than 27 inches.

Silver trout are schooling around 
docks and piers. They grace many 
dinner tables .

Some are throwing perfect circles 
over schools of mullet, pulling in 
enough to feed a large group of 
people without much effort.

Cobia are still roaming our waters, 
and I saw several arriving at Williams 
Park dock this weekend.

Flounder catches were plentiful 
this past week, with legal being 12 
inches, l0 per day, per harvest.

When fishing KNOWLEDGE IS 
YOUR POWER, you have learned 
how to use it and where to make 
your catch.

By Jonie Maschek
Member: Florida Outdoor 

Writers Association

Fish Tales: Waterways full on 
Memorial Day weekend

Eleven teams and 26 individual 
apprentice linemen recently com-
peted in Florida’s 2013 Duke Ener-
gy Lineman’s Rodeo for a chance 
to compete nationally in October.

“Often ranked as one of the most 
hazardous jobs in America, electri-
cal linemen risk their lives every 
day to keep the lights on across the 
country,” said Alex Glenn, Duke 
Energy state president – Florida. 
“This work requires continuous 
training and practice, which in-
cludes the Linemen’s Rodeo.”

Linemen are highly skilled pro-
fessionals who are as much aerial 
acrobats as they are technicians. 
They are often the unsung heroes 
you see in bucket trucks or climb-
ing utility poles — no matter what 
the weather — to ensure the safe 
and reliable delivery of electric-
ity. The events in the rodeo are 
designed to test job-related skills, 
including hurt-man rescues, equip-
ment repair, pole climbs and more. 
Participants were judged on their 
speed, agility, technique and the 

Linemen compete in the Progress Energy Rodeo in April, 2013.

Lineman showcase their skills during 
Lineman’s Rodeo in St. Pete

use of proper safety procedures.
The winners of Duke Energy’s 

rodeos in Florida, Indiana and the 
Carolinas will qualify to compete 
in the 30th Annual International 
Lineman’s Rodeo, which will be 
held Oct. 19 in Bonner Springs, 
KS. The international event draws 

competitors from throughout the 
United States and many foreign 
countries.

Did you know …
n A lineman must wear personal 

protective equipment while work-
ing. This includes such items as 
leather and rubber gloves, shoulder 
guards, hard hats and glasses, and 
protective footwear. This can add 
30 pounds to the basic uniform.

n Linemen still climb poles and 
it can take several years to get 
good at it. Poles vary in length, so 
linemen can climb and work up to 
200 feet in the air.

n When working from a bucke 
truck, linemen are perched 50-100 
feet off the ground.

n Most linemen consider it a 
privilege to serve their communi-
ties and they love what they do. In 
fact, the average tenure of a line-
man is between 20 and 30 years, 
but there are some who’ve been on 
the line for more than 40.
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Sun City Dental Center

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for 
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other 

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the 
advertisement for the free service, examination or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of  Complexity in a Given Case
** Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/ type of  case 

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

(813) 633-2636
General Dentist

727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Thomas A. DeVol,
D.D.S., P.A.

Practicing Dentistry
for 26 years

Chuck Fredericks,
Lab Technician,

41 years experience

In-House Denture Lab
• Same Day Relines and Repairs
• Fillings, Crowns and Bridges

• Focused on Economical Treatment 
Choices

• Full Upper and Lower Dentures 
Made in Just One Week**

New Patients and 
Emergencies Are 
Always Welcome

Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

Limit one per patient.
Exp. 5/31/13

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 5/31/13

 0210 0150

BRAKE
SPECIAL

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING

Se Habla Español

 Apollo Beach • Ruskin 
• Sun City Center

FULLY INSURED & BONDED

• Tune Ups  
             • Oil Changes  • A/C Work  

• Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist  

• Complete Engine Diagnostic
FREE DIAGNOSTICS

OIL CHANGE

$150
PER AXLE + TAX
MOST CARS

$1995 Exp. 6/30/13
Most cars & light trucks.

Must present coupon for special price.

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 6/30/13

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653
2212 E. College Ave. • Ruskin

(S.R. 674)
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

WWW.SUNPOINTAUTOANDTOWING.COM

Free Towing to shop 
if we do repairs

A/C CHECK
 + freon

$1995

FREE Mount & Balance
With purchase 

of 4 tires

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the 

following weekly activities. Meetings are: VFW and LAVFW 
on the 2nd Wednesday each month; and MAVFW on the 3rd 

Thursday each month. 
Thursday, May 30  - Bar Bingo 6 p.m. 
Friday, May 31 - Fish & Chips 4:30 p.m. Treasure Hunt 7:30 p.m. 

Music by You 2 Kan 8 p.m.
Saturday,  June 1 - Music by You 2 Kan 7 p.m.
Sunday, June 2 -  Music by Chuck Cobb 6:30 p.m.
Monday, June 3 - Crew Games, Free hot dogs 6 p.m.
Tuesday, June 4 - Games in Lounge 1 p.m. Kitchen opens 4:30 p.m. 

Bingo 6 p.m.  
Thursday, June 6 - VA Hospital 5 p.m. Bar Bingo 6 p.m.

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Computer Tutor  • June 5  & June 12 • 5:30 p.m.
Tutoring in Microsoft software, email, and the internet.eBooks and 

eReaders: An Introduction • Tuesday, June 18 at 3 p.m.
Have a new eReader or interested in getting one? Learn which de-

vices can download the library’s free eBooks and how to load eBooks 
onto various types of eReaders. Discover the library’s lage selection of 
eBooks in various formats.

Author launches children’s book locally
Dawn Rynarzewski will have a 

book signing on Thursday, June 
6 at Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 
on E. Shell Point Rd. in Ruskin. 
She will launch her children’s 
book Lilly Meets the Bushbees 
and autograph books from noon 
until 6 p.m. One dollar from 
the sale of each book will go to 
the children of Moose Heart. 
Additional monies are also slated 
for CARE and Dr. Ott’s dog park. 

Rynarzewski hopes to visit many 
of the Moose lodges located 
throughout the United States. Her 
book is about pushing through 
and overcoming adversity with 
the help of friends and family. 
Plans are already in the works for 
a second book to come out in time 
for the Christmas holidays. Look 
for this cute children’s book, Lilly 
Meets the Bushbees on Amazon.
com in the coming weeks.

Marines
Marine Corps Pfc. Ivan Rodriguez, 

son of Alicia and Roberto Rodriguez 
of Wimauma, Fla., earned the title of 
U.S. Marine after graduating from re-
cruit training at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot, Parris Island, S. C. 

For 13 weeks, Rodriguez stayed 
committed during some of the world’s 
most demanding entry-level military 
training in order to be transformed 
from civilian to Marine instilled with 
pride, discipline and the core values 
of honor, courage and commitment. 
Training subjects included close-
order drill, marksmanship with an 
M-16A4 rifle, physical fitness, mar-
tial arts, swimming, military history, 
customs and courtesies. 

One week prior to graduation, Ro-
driguez endured The Crucible, a 54-
hour final test of recruits’ minds and 
bodies. Upon completion, recruits are 
presented the Marine Corps emblem 
and called Marines for the first time. 

Rodriguez is a 2011 graduate of 
Lennard High School in Ruskin.

Army
Army Pfc. Richard Lopez has grad-

uated from Basic Combat Training 
at Fort Leonard Wood, Waynesville, 
Mo.

During the nine weeks of training, 
the soldier received instruction in 
drill and ceremony, weapons, rifle 
marksmanship qualification, bayonet 
combat, chemical warfare, field train-
ing and tactical exercises, marches, 
military courtesy, military justice, 
physical fitness, first aid, and Army 
history, traditions, and core values.

Lopez is the son of Lisandra Pena 
and Ahmed Lopez, both of Big Bend 
Road, Riverview.

He is a 2012 graduate of East Bay 
High School, Gibsonton.

in uniFoRmThe University of Florida news-
paper archive website can be ob-
tained at ufdc.ufl.edu/newspapers, 
once you’re there, type in The Ob-
server News in the search box and 
click “Go.” Archives from January 
2010 through the current issue will 
become available. While you’re at 
the site, view some of Florida’s his-
torical news in the form of printed 
newspapers and periodicals.

It’s time to break out the golf cart 
and tootle around to do the weekly 
shopping. Whether it’s Wal-Mart 
or Home Depot, Alteration Station 
or American Momentum Bank, it’s 
just more enjoyable out in 
the open. 

We all know how much 
fun it is to shop in the 
South Shore area, but 
there’s more to it than 
just the adventure.   Our 
motto is “Shopping Local 
Makes Cents.” How true! 
And here are a few very 
important reasons why 
it’s crucial to support our 
local businesses as the economy im-
proves.  

Shopping local protects our spe-
cial local character and personality. 
By choosing to support local busi-
nesses, you help maintain South 
Shore’s diversity and charm.

Shopping here also promotes 
community well-being.  Local busi-
nesses build strong neighborhoods 
by sustaining communities, linking 
neighbors, and by contributing more 
to local causes. We like to do busi-
ness with people we know and trust; 
people with who we share a real re-
lationship.

Don’t we want to maintain local 
decision making? Local ownership 
means that important decisions are 
made locally by people who live in 
the community and who will feel the 

impacts of those deci-
sions. 

Your dollars spent in 
local businesses have 
three times the impact 
on our community as 
dollars spent outside of 
the area. When shop-
ping locally, you simul-
taneously create jobs 
and fund more city and 
county services through 

sales taxes.  This in turn invests in 
neighborhood improvement, police, 
fire and ambulance, cultural arts, 
parks, libraries, and promotes com-
munity development.  

And who doesn’t want more jobs 
and higher wages? Local businesses 
create more jobs right here and, in 
some areas, provide better wages 
and benefits.

You may not know this, but there 
are many, many local entrepreneurs 
who fuel our local economic engine, 
and serve as a key means for resi-
dents to move out of low-wage jobs 
and into the middle class.

By Dana Dittmar, 
Executive Director 
SCC Chamber of 
Commerce

You, me and business: Shopping local makes cents
Our local stores help to sustain 

vibrant, compact, walkable town 
centers which in turn are essential 
to reducing sprawl, automobile use, 
habitat loss, and air and water pol-
lution.

Best of all, shopping local makes 
for a healthy competitive market. A 
marketplace of thousands of small 
businesses is the best way to ensure 
innovation and low prices over the 
long-term.

And finally, a multitude of small 
businesses, each selecting products 
based not on a national sales plan but 
on their own interests and the needs 
of their local customers, guarantees 
a much broader range of product 
choices.

With so many larger communities 
surrounding the South Shore area, it 
is always tempting to drive to them 
to shop; however, think of all that 
can be gained if only we shopped 
local.

So while the weather is wonderful, 
and especially as we shop for the up-
coming graduations, weddings and 
Father’s Day, think local and shop 
local.  Because when you break it 
down, shopping local really does 
make cents.
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CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 7/4/13

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

813.685.2939

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 6/13/13

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant
Chairman & C.E.O.
Payant Financial 

Services, Inc.

Valencia Lakes 
Resident 

since 2005

E-mail Tom at
tpayant@payantfinancial.com

to receive your 
Complimentary

Weekly Market Update 
by e-mail.

Retirement Income Investment Solutions

Securities and insurance services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through 
Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

Call for your personal
session today!

813-633-7333

1653 Sun City Center Plaza • Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com

Dr. Robert A. Norman
and Associates

Dermatologist

813-880-7546
10422 South U.S. Hwy. 301

RIVERVIEW
8002 Gunn Hwy. • Tampa

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day 

Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

BCBS, Humana, Cigna, 
Aetna, WellCare, Staywell, 
Healthease and many more

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic

Drs. Ott, Slaughter, Waldy  & Heaton

PET TIP: Extra litter boxes can help a forgetful 
elderly cat remember where the toilet is. Provide 
access with litter boxes that have at least one low side. 
These will be easier for an older cat with achy joints 
to get in and out of.

Ruskin Eagles Aerie 4351
1205 1st St. S.W.

Upcoming Events
Monday Night ................... 6 p.m. Bingo. 
Tuesday Night ................... $1 draft beer all day.
Friday Night  ..................... 6 p.m. Feather Your Nest. Food available
Saturday, June 1 ............... 5 p.m. Auxiliary Dinner
 ................................................ 6:30 p.m. music by Peter Dunckel
Sunday  .............................. Feather Your Nest game canceled until
 ............................................ Fall. $1 draft beer all day.

For more information, call (813) 645-2922.

community.
The number of veterans who 

are homeless has declined 
dramatically over the last three 
years, dropping from more 
than 100,000 to 62,619, ac-
cording to U.S. Inter Agency 
Council on Homelessness. The 
decline is thanks, in large part, 
to the HUD-VA VASH program 
which provides federal housing 
vouchers and rental assistance to 
homeless vets. To date, HUD-
VASH has provided more than 
42,000 homeless veterans per-
manent supportive housing.

That leaves a core of homeless 
veterans many of whom have 
been living rough for years, their 
bodies and sometimes minds 
scarred by the mental and physi-
cal toll of living on the streets.

“The difference (with previ-
ous transitional residential 
models for veterans) is that the 
VA has allocated additional staff 
for the program so you have a 
combination of housing, mental 
health, substance abuse and peer 
specialists working with the 
veterans,” said Engelhardt who 
is an advisor to the VA HUD-
VASH Program in the national 
implementation of Housing First. 

The success of the Housing 
First approach has also meant the 
VA is also working more closely 
with local homeless advocates.

“Congress may have funded 
the vouchers and some staffing 
but they did not necessarily fund 
the upfront costs like furniture 
(at a veteran’s new home) so 
that’s where the interdependence 
between the VA and local groups 
comes in,” said Engelhardt who 
is a member of the faculty at the 
National Center on Homeless-
ness among Veterans.

With the Obama administra-
tion and the VA vowing to end 
homelessness among veterans by 
2020 and many local communi-
ties boasting a 10-year plan to 
end homelessness, advocates are 
encouraged but cautious.

“There has been tremendous 
progress but the funding and 
partnerships need to continue.” 

and family. Her life, like mine, 
was nothing like we’d envisioned 
the night we threw our blue satin-
covered caps in the air.

Before my 25th reunion I’d 
found a birth family I’d never 
known; had four children; 
inherited stepchildren; and 
worked at everything from 
managing convenience stores 
(where I was robbed at gunpoint 
twice) to driving a floral delivery 
truck (yep, CDL license and 
all). I’d gotten an “A+” on the 
Federated Tax Preparer exam in 
a correspondence course – which 
led me to do tax work part-time in 
season (yeah, I know I tell people 
I can’t do math) – and had worked 
at every job in the office of a large 
hotel including switchboard, front 
desk, reservationist, night auditor 
and office manager.

The only thing that stayed stable 
was that I continued to write.

From the time I first got in 
trouble over what I’d written in 
a diary — I think I was 10 and 
nothing in our house was private 
— I knew I wanted to write for a 
living. 

The funny thing is that in my 
senior year drama class I changed 
my mind temporarily and wrote 
“acting” as my goal in the class 
yearbook. The drama teacher 
must have been pretty good for 
me to have done that — yet I 
don’t even remember her name. I 
do, however, remember my senior 
high school English teacher, 
Mrs. Van Campen, down to the 
minutest detail.

Once I wrote a poem that won 
an award but originally was 
thrown out of the competition 
because I had used the word 
“bastard” to refer to a “throw-
away doll,” which of course, was 
a metaphor for a person. What 
I remember most clearly is that 
Mrs. Van Campen fought for my 
right to remain in that competition 
and I did.

In fact, I won it.
Teachers mattered. Those high 

school years mattered. They 
taught me never to give up. 

I hadn’t made it to school in 
New York but while overseas 
with my first husband, I took 
correspondence courses from 

USF Homeless 
plan

Continued from page 11 u

50 years later

Me at 67

Continued from page 13 u

Writer’s Digest and classes 
on base whenever I could. It 
wasn’t the easiest way to get an 
education. I realized my first plan 
to attend Columbia University 
and share an apartment with Pam, 
who planned to be (and easily 
could have been) a Barbizon 
model, would have been a quicker 
way to accomplish my goals.

But once you deviate from “the 
plan,” you have to change tactics.

It took a lot of postage (and 
return postage for rejections, 
before the days of email) but 
I finally started getting fiction 
stories accepted in True Love, 
True Romance, True Story and 
True Confessions — none of 
which are “true” of course. 

But with a divorce and children 
to feed, house and clothes, the 
writing I’d always wanted to do 
was only a sideline for many 
years.

In the end, however, persistence 
always pays off. (Had I learned 
that from Mrs.Van Campen’s 
fight for my right to use the word 
“bastard” in a poem?)

By the time I’d moved to 
Florida from Tennessee after my 
divorce in 1979 I was selling 
news articles to Gulf Coast 

Fisherman, National Fisherman, 
Today’s Christian Woman and 
Charisma magazine. I was 
also freelancing features and 
commentary to newspapers.

Following that have been nearly 
33 years of writing for seven 
newspapers in Hillsborough 
County, Florida, three of which I 
continue to freelance for now. 

Approaching my 50th reunion, 
I wondered how many of my high 
school friends had actually gotten 
to do what they’d planned.

May 4, I attended that reunion. 
I’ve stayed in touch with a 
few close friends ever since 
childhood, and thanks to social 
media, have found many more 
during the last 10 years. 

But people I hadn’t seen 
or talked to in 50 years were 
recognizable, and most had 
memories of our times together 
that were as clear as mine. 

Class of 2013, make no mistake. 
Your graduation may be the end 
of high school and the beginning 
of a new chapter of life, but it is 
only one turning point of many, 
many to come.

Life changes you. Only you can 
decide if those changes (however 
tough) can be used for the better 
or the worse.

One of the quietest people 
I knew in high school was 
chairman of the reunion 
committee. She did a monumental 
job of locating and contacting 
people all over the globe and 
appointed chair persons to handle 
all the details from constructing a 

website to deciding (and making) 
the décor. 

I found my classmates 
remembered little things, like 
my dog Champ’s name, and 
how we’d ridden the waves on 
rubber mats long before surfing 
became popular. Age may have 
changed us, but in almost every 
case, we were still recognizable 
to each other. Immediately upon 
my return from my reunion I was 
given the opportunity to interview 
local graduating high school 
seniors and ask their plans for the 
future. 

How did they see themselves in 
10, 25, and 50 years?

I thought it strange they all said 
they would be retired in 50 years. 
I know some of my high school 
friends are retired, but those of 
us who are blessed to be doing 
something we love don’t want to 
retire.

When I’m not writing news, I’m 
working off my website editing 
author’s books or writing my 
own. Putting words together isn’t 
drudgery to me, it’s a way of life.

It’s a way to call attention to 
good things and bad; to help the 
community; to leave a mark.

So Class of 2013, decide what 
you want not by how much 
money you can make or how 
much prestige or “status” a certain 
career can get you. 

Decide with your heart. 
Everyone is born with a dream. 
Keep it alive always. Never let it 
die and you will never look back 
with regret. 
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Area Places of Worship

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday.8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil....................4:00 p.m.
Daily ................................ 8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. ...New Life Enrichment Center (Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)
11:00 a.m ........................................Hispanic Worship
4:00 p.m. ........................................Hispanic Worship

Senior Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Robert Chaple

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

(813) 634-1304 ~ www.uccsuncity.org

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH  ~ United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla AVE, Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329
A Caring Church United in God's Love Serving Others

Rev. Dr. Jean M. Simpson
Worship Services ~ 8:30 and 10 AM

Sunday Worship: 
Blended 8:00 a.m.
Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided

5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Pastor Jack R. Palzer
Assoc. Pastor Derek Hoven

Wimauma Church of God
Sunday School ................................ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Worship ............... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ............. 7:00 p.m.

5504 S.R. 674, Wimauma, FL 33598 • 813-634-4776Pastor Tom Durrance

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Reverend David Allman, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Area Obituaries

Donna Sue Hoffman
Donna Sue Hoffman, 73, of Sun 

City Center, FL, went home to be with 
the Lord on May 3, 2013.

Donna was born in Beaver, West 
Virginia, to the late Cecil and Ollie 
Null (Bailey), and raised in Putnam 
County. Donna was a devoted 
homemaker, wife and mother and a 
member of the First Baptist Church of 
Ruskin, FL.

She was preceded in death by her 
sister Maxine Snodgrass and brother 
Ralph Null.

She is survived by her loving 
husband of 57 years, James “Brownie” 
Hoffman; daughters Deborah Kay 
Stegner and Teresa Ann Volmer; 
sisters Ella Warren and Barbara 
Whittington; grandsons Kenny and 
Kevin Grantham; and special family 
friend John Zuchowski. She leaves 
behind many nieces and nephews to 
cherish her memory.

A tribute to her life was on Friday, 
May 10 at Gatens-Harding Funeral 
Home Chapel, with Pastor Delbert 
Hawley officiating. Burial followed in 
Walker Chapel Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests 
donations to LifePath Hospice, 3725 
Upper Creek Dr., Ruskin, FL 33573.

Astrid Diana Krantz
Astrid Diana Krantz, 81, of Sun 

City Center, FL, passed away on May 
19, 2013.  Astrid was born in New 
York, NY.  She was the daughter of 
Elizabeth C. Palmgren and Albert W. 
Palmgren. In 1949 she graduated 
from John Adams High School in 
South Ozone Park, Queens, NY. 

After meeting the love of her life 
on a blind date, Astrid married the 
late Otto August Krantz on January 
5, 1952 in Hoboken, NJ. They settled 
down in Queens, NY with her parents 
after Otto’s honorable discharge from 
the US Air Force. After the birth of 
their son Steven in 1954, they moved 
to their first house in Bay Shore, NY in 
1956. The birth of their daughter Karen 
soon followed in 1957. The family 
relocated to Rockaway Township, NJ 
in 1966. 

To pursue a warmer climate and 
a more relaxed lifestyle, the family 
made the move to Florida and settled 
in Seminole in 1973, almost qualifying 
Astrid as a native Floridian for living in 
the Sunshine State for 40 years. Her 
beloved husband Otto passed away in 
1988. Upon her retirement from First 
Union after more than 25 years, Astrid 
moved to Sun City Center in 1999.  

While no longer working at the 
bank, Astrid was far from retired 
as she made many  wonderful 
friends and was actively involved at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church and in 
many Sun City Center groups. She 
loved her friends at WELCA, Kings 

Point Krafters, Redeemer Needlers 
and the Sun City Center Kazoo Band. 
Her church friends and neighbors 
were a large part of her life. She 
considered them part of her family. 
Astrid loved the “Needlers,” knitting, 
plastic needlepoint, stuffing the 
monthly envelopes and counting the 
weekly offering at church, mysteries, 
especially reading mystery novels 
by Agatha Christie and Erle Stanley 
Gardner or watching the TV show 
“Murder She Wrote,” and the Peanuts 
comic strip, especially the Snoopy 
and Woodstock characters.     

Most of all Astrid loved her family, 
who will dearly miss her. Her family 
will miss her love of family, sense of 
humor, sound advice, pragmatism, 
strength, fairness, caring and passion 
for life.  They will also miss her regular 
phone calls, letters and wonderful 
visits.

Astrid is survived by her two 
children:  Steven Krantz of Chapel 
Hill, NC and Karen Cardo of 
Riverview, FL; daughter-in-law Julia 
Krantz; son-in-law Daniel Cardo; 
grandchildren Jessica of Alexandria, 
VA, and Matthew, Katherine and 
Michael Krantz of Chapel Hill, NC; 
and brother Albert Palmgren and his 
partner Theresa Nugent of Deer Park, 
NY.  

A memorial service will be held at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 701 
Valley Forge Boulevard, Sun City 
Center, FL 33573 on Saturday, June 
8, at 10 a.m.

Condolences can be expressed at 
www.zipperersfuneralhome.com. In 
lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
memorials be made to Redeemer 
Lutheran Church or Sun City Center 
Emergency Squad, 720 Ray Watson 
Drive, Sun City Center, FL 33573.  

Arrangements are in the care of 
Zipperer’s Funeral Home, Ruskin, 
FL.

Robert O. Sannem
Robert O. (Bob) Sannem, 94, of 

Sun City Center, died peacefully in 
his sleep on May 15, 2013 at Sun 
Terrace in Sun City Center. Bob was 
born December 29, 1918 to Otto I. 
and Hertha (Persson) Sannem in 
Chicago, IL, where he graduated from 
Von Steuben High School in 1937. He 
joined the Army before World War II, 
initially serving in the 11th US Cavalry. 
Later he fought in Europe with the 
104th Timberwolf Division.

In 1947 Bob married Phyllis 
Pokorney, and together they raised 
four children. He completed a long 
and varied business career in 1976, 
retiring from General Telephone and 
Electronics. Soon after, he, Phyllis, 
daughter Patricia and son Glen 
moved to Florida, locating initially in 
Boca Raton.

Bob is survived by Phyllis, of Sun 
City Center; a sister; three children; 
eight grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. He will be buried 
at Florida National Cemetery in 
Bushnell.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that memorial donations be made to 
either the Sun City Center Emergency 
Squad (720 Ray Watson Dr., Sun 
City Center, FL 33573) or Lifepath 
Hospice (3725 Upper Creek Dr., Sun 
City Center, FL 33573).

Christian Women’s 
Connection meets 
June 13

The Christian Women’s Connec-
tion will hold its June Luncheon 
and Program on Thursday, June 
13 at Club Renaissance, 2121 So. 
Pebble Beach Blvd. in SCC.

Inspirational speaker Kelly 
Stigliano will speak on “Incompa-
rable, Unequivocal, Unconditional 
Love.” The program will be “The 
Kidz Klub,” with exciting, high- 
energy music. Seating begins at 11 
a.m.; the program runs from 11:30  
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Menu is Greek Salad plus bever-
age and dessert. An alternate meal 
of tossed salad with grilled chick-
en is available; be sure to order it 
when you make your reservation. 

The cost is $17 inclusive, and 
reservations are required. Call 
Tara Flood at 813-383-7540 or e-
mail aunt.butler@gmail.com. 

Make reservations or cancel-
lations before noon on Monday, 
June 10.

Israeli song 
and dance at 
SouthShore Library

Sound The Shofar will meet on 
Sunday, June 2, 2013 at 2 p.m. at 
the SouthShore Regional Library.  

Pastor David Jones of Ruach 
Ministries in Brandon will speak 
on “The Living Stones.”  All are 
invited to attend and join in a 
time of worship in Israeli song 
and dance. SouthShore Regional 
Library is located at  5816 Beth 
Shields Way in Ruskin.

Car wash at 
Redeemer 
Lutheran Church

The Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
located at 701 Valley Forge Blvd. 
in Sun City Center, will sponsor 
a car/golf cart wash on Saturday, 
June 1 starting at 9 a.m. in the 
parking lot, for the Y.E.S. boys 
(Youth Environmental Services). 

The funds collected for this 
event will be partially matched 
by Thrivent Financial. Y.E.S is a 
successful program that enhances 
rehabilitation for boys who have 
been in trouble. The love bug sea-
son should be over, so now is the 
time to get your car washed.

A tourist noticed a man sitting by 
the ruins of a home that had been 
blown away by the winds of a tor-
nado. Puzzled he asked, “Was this 
your home?”

“Yep,” he said
“Any of your family blown away 

with it?” the tourist continued.
“Yep. My wife and kids,” came 

the reply.
“My goodness, why aren’t you 

out looking for them?” the strang-
er wondered.

“Well, the wind is due to change 
in a moment,” he said, “so I might 
as well wait right here until it 
brings them back.”

For some, it is easier to wait than 
to work. It is more convenient to 
pause than to pursue. It is easier to 
ponder than to push.

God will not do for us what 
we can do for ourselves. He will 
never give His best if we sit and 
wait when He has given us skills 
and talents to use to His glory. We 
must work as though everything 
depended on us and pray as though 
everything depended on Him.

Visit us at: SowerMinistries.org.
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church” 

Come join us to learn about God’s Word and salvation in Jesus Christ
Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family

Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Universal in old Sun City

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
Getting to Know You (Donuts/Coffee) ..... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ........... 10:55 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service ................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service .........7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ........... 10:00 a.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.
Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after each Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

(813) 645-6102
Sunday Service ........................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School .........................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service ...................................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ...............................Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

SUNDAY SERVICES

SUNDAY SERVICES

Area Places of Worship

Southside Baptist welcomes new 
pastor
Southside Baptist Church of Sun City Center, 4208 Hwy 41 S, will 
welcome Pastor Brad Clark as its pastor on June 9. Pastor Brad 
moved here from Navasota, Texas. He has 24 years experience as 
a youth pastor. He and his wife Kendra have three boys: Kiley, 25, 
wife Lauren, and baby Addison reside in Apollo Beach; Koda, 21, 
recently returned from the mission field in Delgado, El Salvador; 
and Jaden, 15.  

Lunch Bunch 
heads for Brandon

The Lunch Bunch – A Group of 
Jewish Friends is planning a lunch 
get-together at 12:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, June 18 at Mimi’s Café in 
Brandon, 804 Providence Road. 

Guests will have a great time so-
cializing with friends, old and new, 
and enjoying the delicious food at 
Mimi’s. 

If you plan to attend, you must 
RSVP to Carol Balent at mon-
keyandwife@yahoo.com or 813-
829-7227 by June 13 so organiz-
ers make sure the restaurant can 
accommodate the group. You can 
discuss the possibility of carpool-
ing when you RSVP.

Upcoming events 
with South Shore 
Singles

The South Shore Senior Singles, 
a ministry of the SCC United 
Methodist Church, has a busy 
schedule planned this month.

Friday, May 31, 3-4 p.m. Line 
dancing lessons. Call John at 813-
701-0538 for information.

Saturday, June 1, 5-8 p.m. San 
Vito Restaurant in Ruskin. Din-
ner and dancing to Bryan Ashley. 
Call John at 813-701-0538.

Friday, June 7, 3-4 p.m. Line 
dancing lessons. Call John at 813-
701-0538 for information.

Saturday, June 8, 7 - 9:30 p.m., 
Game Night. Call Lynn at 813-
633-2050 for information. 

Tuesday, June 11 at 5:30 p.m. 
A special meal held at the SC-
CUMC. Contact the church office 
for a ticket: 813-634-2539.

Friday, June 14, 6 p.m. Movie 
Night at the church. The commu-
nity is invited.

Saturday, June 15, 5 - 8 p.m. 
Alpha House in Apollo Beach, 
with music and dancing to Thor 
Stevens. Call Mike at 813-938-
1393 for reservation.

Saturday, June 22, morning 
trip + lunch to Vinoy Hotel in St. 
Petersburg. Pre-payment of $25 is 
required. For more information, 
call Barbara at 813-938-1393. 
Carpooling is available.

Saturday, June 29: TBA
The South Shore Singles was or-

ganized for those 50+, to provide 
a non-threatening atmosphere for 
singles to meet and have fun.

CCW Dessert & 
Card  Party is 
June 13

The Council of Catholic Women 
of Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
invites anyone who likes to play 
cards or board games to come to 
its monthly Dessert Card Party on 
Thursday, June 13 from noon to 
3:30 p.m. in Conesa Center.

The group furnishes cards, pen-
cils and tallies, plus an assortment 
of desserts and table and door 
prizes.  

The group meets the second 
Thursday of every month. For in-
formation call 813-633-2460.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
is located at 702 Valley Forge 
Blvd. in Sun City Center.

  

Simmons Loop 
Baptist presents 
Colossal Coaster 
World

All are invited to experience 
the thrill and excitement of a day 
at Colossal Coaster World. As at-
tendees explore the park, kids will 
enter Worship Rally at the Main 
Gate and make their first stop at 
Coaster Alley for Bible study. 

While touring the park, kids will 
also visit the Cotton Candy Cafe 
for snacks, the Adrenaline Zone 
for recreation, the Global Expo for 
missions, and Scissors and Stuff 
for crafts.

This is Vacation Bible School 
time at Simmons Loop Baptist 
Church, open free for all ages, 4 to 
94, from Sunday, June 23 to Fri-
day, June 28. 

The hours are from 6 p.m. each 
evening until the park closes at 9 
p.m.

Call the church office at 813-
677-9310 if more information is 
needed or visit the website at www.
simmonsloopbaptistchurch.org.

Day camp 
program at Oak 
Grove UMC 

A summer day camp program 
at Oak Grove United Methodist 
Church Child Care Center begins 
on Monday, June 10 through Fri-
day, August 16.  

Hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., with 
a free lunch and snacks provided.  
Cost for the week, per child, is 
$95. Discounts are available for 
sibling enrollment.

Many exciting activities are 
planned — including age-appro-
priate recreation, games, field 
trips, computer time, crafts, music, 
kids in the kitchen (food prepara-
tion) and free time for the children 
to explore their own interests and 
more.

Oak Grove United Methodist 
Child Care Center offers a nurtur-
ing, loving, and educational envi-
ronment that meets the needs of 
the whole child. Qualified teachers 
strive to present an enriched sum-
mer program filled with activities 
geared toward identifying and 
meeting the needs of each indi-
vidual child in their care.

Oak Grove United Methodist 
Child Care Center is located at 
the corner of Waters and Habana 
Avenues. The physical address is 
2707 W. Waters Ave.  For more in-
formation, contact Donna Vorobel, 
Director, at 813-935-4471.

The Drama Team at the United 
Methodist Church of Sun City 
Center is performing A Palmtree 
Home Companion Radio Show 
on Friday, May 31 at 6:30 p.m. in 
their new Life Enrichment Center.  

Written and directed by SC-
CUMC member Glenn Appleyard, 
the radio show parodies the very 
popular NPR radio offering known 
as A Prairie Home Companion 
that features Garrison Keillor and 
airs on Saturday evenings. 

Appleyard promises that those 
unfamiliar with the NPR show 
will still find his parody very en-
tertaining with various skits (Guy 
Noir, Private Eye becomes Darryl 
Dawkins, Trailer Park Detective), 
songs by local favorites Amanda 
Jordan, JoAnne Podgurski and the 
SCC Front Porch Pickers, and silly 
commercial sponsors (The Corn-
starch Council, Cana Wine Helper 
and Martha’s Mullets and More).  

In addition to the musical guests, 
performers for the evening festivi-
ties include Glenn & Eric Apple-
yard, Manny Escudero, Jeff Jor-
dan, Tiffani Martinez and Lew 
Symmes. 

Tickets are just $10 each and in-
clude a dessert buffet and compli-
mentary beverages.  Advance tick-
ets are not necessary but strongly 
encouraged. The church is located 
at 1210 Del Webb Blvd. West.

For more information about this 
and other events at the United 
Methodist Church of Sun City 
Center, contact Jeff Jordan at 813-
634-2539.

United Methodist 
Church to perform 
parody of A 
Prairie Home 
Companion
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300

310 garage/yard sale 310 ESTaTE SalES

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6

Closed Weekends We re-cover or make new cushions

www.QualityWicker.com
DELIVERY AVAILABLE
SOMETHING FOR

EVERY ROOM INSIDE 
AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere! Call for
Directions

Oliver & Company, LLC

Full Service Pet Sitting

(813) 767-7225
Email: olivertort@aol.com

www.petsit.com/oliverandcompany

• Pet Sitting • Pet Taxi

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Oliver Tort & Tina Ballas

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

CLOSED
Thrift Store

Building a bigger & 
better store to serve you.

Watch us grow! 
No donations accepted until 
we are in our new building

813-641-7790

105 Personal

French Classes  
Keep your brain active, sharp & young, 

Still time to open new  doors. Study 
French with us. Call 1-888-635-8513. 
United Methodist Church, SCC Start-

ing  June 12. Limited seats.

art Camp 
Apollo Beach ages 6-14. Limited class 
size. Drawing, painting, mixed media 

& more. Painting Time Out. Local artist 
Deb Bonebrake  

813-892-7235

280 pETS

310 garage/yard sale

Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 Indiana 
St., Gibsonton (1 block off US 41, 1 
block north Gibsonton Dr.,) Wednesday 
through Saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, 
furniture, lots misc. Ministry First Baptist 
Gibsonton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Moving sale. Apollo Beach, Dolphin 
Cove, 1107 Kingfish Place. Friday & 
Saturday. May 31,  June 1st. Furniture, 
tools, etc. 10am-?

Huge garage/ moving sale. 6341 Cot-
tonwood Lane, Apollo Beach. Friday, 
Saturday & Sunday. 8am-5pm. Men & 
women clothing, household, decorative 
items, small appliances, tools, collect-
ible, furniture. 50% of proceeds donated 
to Ovarian Cancer foundation. 

312 ESTaTE SalES
Cell: 

382-7536

360 GOlF CaRTS
Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. Ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-484-9855 or 813-645-4515

Western golf cart with large new tires, 
new battery & new  cables. Call for infor. 
813-239-7499 

395 WaNTEd TO BUy

Wanted 
Oriental  jade, coral & Ivory, fine old 
paintings, coins, currency, silver flat-

ware, etc.  813-610-5824 

MARINE

400 
425 SlipS OR STORaGE
South Bay RV & Boat Storage. Special-
izing in outside storage for RVs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.SouthBay-
Storage.com

455 aUTOmOBilES
2009 Hyundai Sonata 21k miles, one 
owner, leather interior, $12k, negotiable, 
red color.  813-634-7221 

2005 Chrysler Sebring sedan, perfect 
condition, new tires, high mileage but 
many new parts. Charcoal gray $5,600 
obo.  813-922-6738 

459 mOTORCyClES
2009 Harley Davidson Sportster 883L, 
custom sunglow red, 1,894 miles. 
$5,000. or best offer.  813-407-0033 

TRANSPORTATION

450

REAL ESTATE

500
511 HOUSES FOR SalE

Home For Sale By Owner 
4321 Old Hwy 41, Sun City. 3br/1.5ba, 
1300sf  home. Private lot 75x100. Pet 
fenced area. CHA, aerator well, septic 
(no county water bills). Washer/ dryer 
hookup. Asking $75,000. No owner 

financing. Call evenings & weekends 
813-545-5314 for viewing. Property is 
sold AS IS for owners convenience.

RE/MAX South Shore Realty

Roberta Rowe, Realtor
Cell: 813-215-7127

SIERRA in Greenbriar, new listing, 
2BR/2BA, 1700 sq. ft. ........................$144,900
2 BR/2BA in Bedford. Enclosed lanai,   
furn......................................................$27,500
HAMPTON, 2BR/2BA CARPORT, furn. 
............................................................ $57,500

NEW RENTALS
1BR/1BA furn. or unfurn ........from $650+
2BR/2BA furn. or unfurn..........from $700+
SFH in Greenbriar, unfurn, OAK floors
...............................................$1200 /month

511 HOUSES FOR SalE
902 Birdie Way, Apollo Beach. $199,500. 
2289sf. Large home with very open floor 
plan. 2 large sliders open onto golf 
course. Split bedroom with  huge closet 
on master side. Fenced back yard with 
screened lanai. Home features bamboo 
flooring & new porcelain tile. Owner 
transferred, this is not a short sale. 
S.L. Real Estate Service, LLC Mandra 
Stewart, broker  813-741-3678 

542 iNVESTmENT pROpERTy
For sale by owner. Apartments (3 units), 
Neptune Dr., Ruskin. Priced to sell 
$69,900.  813-431-9094. ruskinrentals@
gmail.com

M.H. HOUSING

550
560 m H ON lOTS

A gated, resident-owned, waterfront, 
55+ mobile home community.
www.caribbeanisles.net 

cisles1@verizon.net
Linda Amoroso

office 813-641-7067
cell 813-789-8166

RENTALS

600
610  WaTERFRONT RENTalS
Bahia Beach, Ruskin. Furnished wa-
terfront condo 2br/2ba/2cg. $1,500 
monthly plus deposit.   Call Dave 813-
645-4991 

Your best Advertising Buy!
The Observer News

BEVERLY’s ESTATE SALES
Sun City Center

May 31 & June 1
7:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

1414 Fox Hills Dr.
(Pebble Bch. N to LaJolla or Cherry Hills)

Please park on side of sale only. 
5 pc. Henry Link queen 

bedroom suite, white wicker 
twin headboards, cream dining 
table, 5 chairs & china cabinet, 
black Oriental china cabinet & 
curio. 4 pc. white wicker settee 
& chairs with tea cart, recliners 
& occasional chairs, sleep sofa, 

Herman Miller chime clock, 
Lowrey organ, desk, bookcases, 
sewing machine, coffee & end 
tables. Black, glass-top dining 

table, 4 chairs & matching server 
(Italy). File cabinets, storage chest, 
lamps, pictures, linens, books, silks, 

clothes (woman’s and men’s).

508-0307 or 633-1173

Table with 4 chairs solid wood, 
2 leather recliners by Franklin, 
leather loveseat, sleeper sofa, 

side chair, coffee, end, sofa, & side 
tables, linens, lighted china hutch, 

matching lamps, Tupperware, vintage 
meat grinder & kitchenware, small 
bookshelf, entertainment center, 
twin solid wood headboards, solid 
wild black cherry lateral dresser, 

lateral dresser with vanity mirror, 
set of tray tables, 

treadmill, lawn 
chairs, and much 

more...
Please park on side of 

sale
www.denneysestatesales.com

Denney’s estate sales
740 Ojai Ave. 

SCC 33573
Friday & Saturday, 
May 31 & June 1

7 a.m to 1 p.m.
(813) 601-0983

Now accepting major credit cards

‘The Price is Right!’

To Place a classified ad  
Call Beverly  

813.645.3111. ext. 201

n NEW AFFORDABLE LISTING  
2BR/2BA SINGLE MOBILE HOME on its 
own lot, large screened porch, utility shed 
with electric, carport and small fenced area. 
Priced to sell.  $42,500.

n PERFECT STARTER OR RETIREMENT  
HOME. 2BR/2BA concrete block home in nice 
condition, metal roof, attached utility room & 
shed with electric in back. Just one block from 
river, peaceful and near everything.  $59,900.

n RUSKIN WATERFRONT: 2BR/2BA 
CHARMING OLDER HOME. 100 ft on ca-
nal going to bay, dock, davits, boat ramp and 
huge carport for RV or boat. Screened porch, 
tile floors, newer roof and CHA, enclosed lanai, 
fenced backyard, tropical landscaping, PD-MU 
zoning — lots of possibilities. $189,000.

CLAIRE TORT
Cell: (813) 363-7250

Cathy Griggs
 

813-391-8653   cathygriggs@msn.com

SUN CITY CENTER NEW LISTING! 
Enjoy the beautiful view of Middle Lake 
from this 3 bedroom, 2 bath pool home 
located on a large corner lot. Call today!  
                                                   $175,000
LA PALOMA on the golf course!! No detail 
overlooked in this beautiful 4 bedroom, 3 
bath, 3 car garage pool home which has 
been lovingly maintained by the original 
owners. Low annual association fee and no 
CDD make this home an exceptional value. 
Call today for your own private showing. 
                                             $338,000
RUSKIN WATERFRONT! Check out this 
custom 3/2/2 home with covered boat lift 
on a canal leading directly to the bay. Open 
and inviting with water views from almost 
everywhere!                            $283,000

The OBSERVER NEWS has it all!
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COMMUNiTy  
PaPers  

Of flORida 
(CPf STaTEWidES)

CPf STaTEWidESEMPLOYMENT

800

SURROGaTE MOTHER NEEDED  
Please help us have our baby!  Gener-
ous Compensation Paid.  Call Attorney 

Charlotte Danciu   1-800-395-5449   
www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; FL Bar # 

307084

adOPTiON   
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses paid.  
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  28 years 

experience.  1-800-395-5449  www.adop-
tion-surrogacy.com ; FL Bar # 307084   

adOPTiON   
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN LIFE!  
Many Kind, Loving, Educated & Finan-
cially Secure Couples Waiting.  Living & 
Medical Expenses Paid.  Counseling & 
Transportation Provided.  Former Birth 
Moms on Staff!  FLORIDA ADOPTION 
LAW GROUP, P.A.   Jodi Sue Rutstein, 
M.S.W., J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., 
J.D.  1-800-852-0041  Confidential 24/7 

(#133050&249025)    

CaSH fOR CaRS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  Run-
ning or Not.  Get a FREE Top Dollar 

INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-558-1097 
We’re Local!

ViaGRa/ CialiS!  
 Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, 

for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills FREE!  #1 
Male  Enhancement. Discreet Shipping. 
Buy The Blue Pill Now 1- 888-800-1280

2013 18’  fiSH/CRUiSE PONTOON 
Mercury 40HP Motor  Only 1-left @ this 

price  $16,000  Free Delivery in FL  25Yrs 
In Business  Astor Marine  24535 State 
Rd 40  Astor, FL  32102  352-759-3655

PROF. SERVICES

650

SERVICES

700

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE & 
SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV and get 
a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! (Select plans). 
HURRY, CALL NOW! 800-327-5381

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month (for 
12 mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at 
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE! Ask 
About SAME DAY Installation! CALL Now! 
1-888-927-0816  

Do you need a ROOMMATE? ~Local Room-
mate Service Since 1977 In Florida~  FAST! 
SAFE! EFFICIENT! ROOMMATE FINDERS...  
Susie: (800)364-4144 / (305)380-8030. 
Email:  RoommatesFL@aol.com    www.
roommatefinders.net

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe 
and affordable medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharmacy will provide 
you with savings of up to  90 percent on all 
your medication needs. Call today 1-800-749-
6515,  for  $10.00 off your first prescription 
and free shipping.

Do you Take Cialis/ Viagra?  There’s an 
Herbal Alterative that’s Safe/ Effective.  
VigorCare For Men the perfect alternative to 
other products, with similar results.  60 Pills 
/99.00  plus S &H  1-888-886-1041 ,  herbal-
remedieslive.com

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join 
more than a million people walking and raising 
money to support the March of Dimes. The 
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital Phone-
Satellite. You’ve Got A Choice! Options from 
ALL major service providers. Call us to learn 
more! CALL Today. 888-708-7137   

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  Get a 
4-Room All-Digital Satellite System installed 
for Free and programming starting at $19.99/
mo.  Free HD/DVR upgrade for new callers, 
Call Now.  1-800-795-7279

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor opcion 
para ordenar medicamentos seguros y eco-
nomicos.  Nuestros servicios de farmacia 
con licencia Canadiense e Internacional te 
proveeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en 
todas las medicinas que necesites.  Llama 
ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y obten $10 de 
descuento con tu primer orden ademas de 
envio gratuito. 

ROTARY MEMBERS are a worldwide network 
of inspired individuals who improve communi-
ties.  For more information visit www.rotary.
org. ; This message provided by PaperChain 
and your local community paper.  

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with War-
ranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, maintenance 
free cabinet, Ozone.  Retails for $21,000. Sac-
rifice $9500.00.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

STOP GNAT & MOSQUITO BITES! Buy 
Swamp Gator Natural Insect Repellent. Fam-
ily/Pet Safe. Repels No-See-Ums. Available at 
Ace Hardware, The Home Depot. 

ERECCION PASTILLAS POTENCIA SEXUAL  
Augmente Tamano, Grosor, Dureza.  Resist-
encia Sexual, Repetido, Seguro/Efectivo.  
100% Natural, Sin Efectos Secundarios.  
(Envio Discreto).  954-450-2120

ADOPTION- A loving, childless, successful, 
woman seeks to adopt.  Hands-on mom, 
large extended loving family/friends. Sto-
rybook neighborhood setting.  Financially 
secure. Expenses paid.  Christine. 1-866-399 
HUGS (4847)  (Rep. by Adam Sklar, Esq. 
Bar#0150789). 

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR EGGS!  Buy a Har-
ris Bed Bug Kit. Complete Room Treatment 
Solution. Odorless, Non-Staining.   Available 
online homedepot.com (NOT IN STORES)  

adOPTiON  866-633-0397  Unplanned Preg-
nancy?  Provide your baby with a loving, 
financially secure family.  living/Medical/
Counseling expenses paid.  Social worker 
on staff.  Call Compassionate attorney 
lauren feingold  (fl Bar#0958107) 24/7  

Are you pregnant?  Considering adoption?  
A married couple seeks to adopt.  Will have 
a stay-at-home parent.  Financial security.  
Expenses paid.  Adam & Chris.  1-800-790-
5260  Fla. Bar#0150789

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child Support, 
Custody, and Visitation, Property, Debts, 
Name Change… Only One Signature Re-
quired!  *Excludes govt. fees!  1-800-522-6000 
Extn. 300 BAYLOR & ASSOCIATES 

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?  
Talk with caring adoption expert.  You choose 
from families nationwide.  LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID.  Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adop-
tions.  866-413-6298. License #100013125

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for hands on 
Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
available CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-314-6283.  

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE  Of-
fering unbelievable deals on homes and land 
in the beautiful NC mountains.  Call for free 
brochures, foreclosures, and area information.  
800-924-2635 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  Financial aid if 
qualified.  Job placement assistance.  Call 
National Aviation Academy!  FAA Approved.  
Classes Starting Soon!  1-800-659-2080   
NAA.edu  

Finish your H.S. Diploma from home! Start 
today! Nationally accredited. Only $399. EZ 
pay. Established 1999. BBB accredited. www.
diplomaathome.com  ; Call 1-877-661-0678  

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here – Train 
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical 
Management. Job placement assistance. 
Computer and Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized. Call 888-738-0607 www.
CenturaOnline.com ; 

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury 
Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++ 
within 48/hours? Low rates Apply Now By 
Phone! 1-800-568-8321. www.lawcapital.
com  ; 

CASH FOR CARS  All Cars/Trucks Wanted.  
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid.  We Come 
To You! Any Make/Model.  Call For Instant 
Offer: 1-800-871-9638  

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS!  Buy 
Harris Roach Tablets. Eliminate Bugs Guar-
anteed. No Mess, Odorless, Long Lasting. 
Available at Ace Hardware, The Home Depot, 
Homedepot.com

 APPLY NOW, 12 DRIVERS NEEDED  Top 
5% Pay & Late Model Equipment Plus Ben-
efits, New Equipment, 401k.  Need CDL Class 
A Driving Experience.  888-592-4752  www.
ad-drivers.com ; 

CONSTRUCTION TRADES  Taking Applica-
tions for our Carpentry Division.  General, 
Frame, Form, and Finish Carpenters  Call 
866-532-6777 ext: 5403  Leave message, 
Will call back!  

RUN FIREWORKS TENT  $$ EARN THOU-
SANDS $$  Call 813-234-2264 / 1-239-
693-1598  Hernando, Hillsborough, Lake, 
Lee, Orange, Pasco, Pinellas, Seminole, 
Sumter Counties only need apply.  Galaxy 
Fireworks!

Rent To Own Home  3 Beds 2 Baths $70k 
300 Per Month Go to  www.RentToOwnZone.
com ; 

611 HOUSES fOR RENT
One bedroom plus loft. Cedar interior. 
In country near SCC. $140 weekly plus 
deposit, includes basic  utilities, A/C 
extra . 813-335-2877 

For rent. Single family block home. 
$1,000 monthly. Fenced yard. Apollo 
Beach. 727-391-1121

Sun City Center, 2br/2ba, den 1,500 sf 
home. All appliances included. Ready to 
occupy. Call  813-918-1826 

Apol lo Beach golf  course home 
3br/2.5ba/2cg, split bedroom. 2.200+ 
st. $1,500 monthly, pets ok.  813-285-
7572 

Sun City 55+ 
2br/2ba/ 1br/1ba. Includes: yard 

care,  water, sewer, trash collection,  
recreation card.  No smoking, no pets 

813-634-9695 

612 aPTS fOR RENT

Work from Home 
Ruskin 2br/1.5ba, office room, kitchen, 

washer/dryer included. Suitable for 
low impact tenant. No smoking. No 

pets. Great for in home business. plus 
deposit, 1 yr lease. $825 monthly. 

813-649-1599

2br/1.5ba, washer/ dryer hookup, 
screened porch, very clean. $725 
monthly plus security deposit. No pets.  
813-645-1801 

For rent: Efficiency apartments. Weekly 
rates, utilities furnished  813-601-1542 
or 813-850-7886

613 CONdOS fOR RENT
1br/1.5ba, furnished. 55+ all ameni-
ties. covered parking. Very clean $700 
monthly  813-634-1162 

Kings Point 1br condo, deluxe bath 
w/  36sf white marble shower stall. 
New slate floors. Immaculate $750 
annual rental includes all but electric. 
Furnished or unfurnished. Access to 
fitness centers, pools, all amenities. No 
lawn maintenance  813-428-3704 

614 dUPlEx fOR RENT
Riverview  apt,  2br/1ba, CHA, water, 
maintenance included. Tile floors. $600 
monthly $600 security. Ask for Vicky 
813-458-8178 or 813-641-8400

619 VillaS fOR RENT
For lease. Lovely clean 2br/2ba/2cg. 
Newly painted & carpeted. Vault ceiling 
villa in SCC. $950 monthly. CA dues & 
lawn care included. Pet welcome with 
addition fee. Kathy. 978-397-4034 

620 ROOMS fOR RENT
Apollo Beach, Furnished, WIFI, quiet 
neighborhood, pool use, 55+ no drinker. 
$550 monthly, split utilities.  616-283-
6947 

621 PlaCES TO SHaRE
Roommate wanted: Employed adult, 
references. Waterfront, dock space, 
must like dogs. $750 monthly.  813-
922-6738 

630 M.H. RENTalS
One bedroom RV on private property. 
References. $125  weekly plus deposit. 
includes utilities.  813-363-6001 

630 M H RENTalS

for Rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home near 
shopping  center in Gibsonton. 813-601-
1542 or 813- 850-7886

645 OffiCE SPaCE

Office/ apartment  
3 offices, 1.5 ba, kitchen. Shell 

Point West Road frontage. Good for 
CPA, attorney, insurance sales, Etc. 
Live and work at same place. $900 

monthly, yr lease, plus deposit, water, 
electric. 813-649-1599

• Light Housekeeping • Grocery 
Shopping • Running Errands  

• Companionship • Sitters In-Home 
or Care Facility • Flexible Schedules

Our Angels 
Offer

137 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Ste. 104 
Sun City Center 33573

(813) 293-5369 or (813) 419-4967
www.AngelsofLifeServices.com

License #232465

651 BOOkkEEPiNG

QuickBooks® 
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do attitude: 
1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup & review  
financials, full bookkeeping services, 
tutoring, software & issues. Hourly 

rates. Your local office or mine. Thea’s 
Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 813-

641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.net 
www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

680 adUlT/CHild CaRE
Experienced female RN  looking for 
part-time work. Care for you or your 
loved one. Geriatrics or pediatrics. Call  
813-495-3137 SCC. 

Need a Experienced CNa? 
Caring female available part-time 7am-
1pm. Help with morning care, meals, 
light housekeeping, shopping. Call 

912-220--1037 local

703 GOlf ClUB REPaiR
Hi-Hat  

Golf Club Repair 
 Since 1989. Grips, shafts, custom 
clubs, golf club spineing of shafts & 

more. Ruskin 813-270-5952 

704 JUNk REMOVal
Hauling unwanted items. Anything you 
don’t need? Demolition, boats, cars, 
appliances, furniture, trash, yard debris, 
junk. No job too small.  Free estimate. 
Insured.  Dave 813-447-6123 

705 ClEaNiNG

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629 
flat rate $75, full clean

Lisa’s Lovely Cleaning Service. Lives 
in Kings Point, SCC. Available anytime, 
very reliable, dependable. References 
available. Call  801-589-9115, leave 
message.

708 MOVERS
Spring Special. 10% off with this ad. Af-
fordable Moving & Hauling. Local or long 
distance. Full service moving to/ from 
anywhere in US. Load & unload storage 
units, truck & more. Licensed & insured.  
Free estimate.  Call Dave 813-447-6123. 
Ask about free boxes

Tony Hill Moving & Storage. 
In business 40yrs. Move 1 piece to 

whole household plus haul away any-
thing in your way. (Fully Insured). Best 

rates. Call 813-629-0108, 813-260-
9840  US. DOT #434469

710 laWN CaRE

M & C Mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized Briggs & 

Statton dealer. Commercial & residen-
tial. Open 7days, 8:30am-6pm.  725 
14th St., Wimauma.  813-938-3226, 
813-690-4375 . Pickup & delivery 

Terry’s lawn Service 
Free estimates. Mowing, trimming, 

edging. Home 813-634-2856, cell 813-
317-7679 

Shaw’s lawn Service 
Complete outdoor property main-
tenance. Landscaping, trimming, 

pressure washing, sprinkler repair. 
Licensed & insured.  813-298-3376 

715 fill diRT/HaUliNG

Pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

Myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

716 CONCRETE

Cement floors 
 driveways, side walks, patios, con-
crete foundations. Also Decorative 

concrete driveways , etc. 25  yrs expe-
rience. Free estimate.  813-417-0981 

720 HOME MaiNTENaNCE

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. Insured. 
Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City Center 

& Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 
740 MiSC. SERViCES

Seawall Repairs 
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

Hate that Wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something tex-

tured & painted.  Big or small, I can do 
it.  Debby. 813-434-6499

870 GENERal
AC tech needed  Great  position for flex-
ible person Top pay for experience  & 
good attitude. Unlimited growth potential 
for right person. Apollo Beach Air  813-
645-0381 

Screen room installers needed for full 
time employment with Ruskin based 
business. Experienced! Dependable, 
good work ethic, some tools and a FL 
drivers license are required. Good com-
munication skills a plus. References 
needed. Call 813-649-1599 to apply.

Hair Stylists 
Great pay & benefits. Immediate 
clientele, team environment. Call 
Beverly today at 813-234-3400 or 

stop by for an interview. Great Clips, 
10659 Big Bend Rd., Riverview. (next 

to Sweetbay)
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DESIRE’S RANCH

(813) 645-3545

Ruskin
Specialized Canine Boarding

Air-Conditioned Kennels

Canine Obedience

Problem Solving

813-642-6182

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235
David Squire

License #PA2878

D. KAY CARR, P.A.
Attorney at Law

• Family • Criminal • Probate
• Wills and Estate Planning

• Civil Litigation • Real Estate

214 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

(813) 645-7557

Call now to book your appointment

Here to Serve Your Community
Year Round

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

Registered at Kings Point
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Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

HOME & AUTO
TINTING

• SOLAR 
• STORM 
• AUTO

Solar Designs

103 College Ave. W. Ruskin, FL

HOME IMPROVEMENTH

PLUMBINGP

STORAGES

ATTORNEYA

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!The Floor Source

 

ELECTRICIANE

CLEANINGC

CEILING REPAIRCAC REPAIR/SALESA

BAIL BONDSB

FLOORINGF ROOFINGR

WINDOW FILMW

WINDOW CLEANINGW

ARGOTT AIR INC.
CAC1817004

813-759-3488
THE AIR CONDITIONIST

• No Overtime Charges
• Service • Installs • Sales
• Honest Work & 2nd Opinions

10 % OFF All Services with this ad
• LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

KENNELSK

ROOFINGR

PAINTINGP

*No project over $1000. No 
electrical, gas, or  plumbing, 
and nothing structural.

HANDYMAN*H

Lic.  #RC29027076

FLORIDA REGISTERED ROOFING CONTRACTOR
G. HORN ROOFING LLC OF APOLLO BEACH

(813)
419-4165

“Superb Quality Guaranteed”

40 Years Experience

(813)

LANDSCAPE CURBINGL

Most jobs complete in
ONE DAY with NO MESS

Established in 1979

(813) 273-0623
www.QualityCeiling.com

CRC1326471

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

Don
645-8985

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

Call Don or John

Over 50 Years Experience

®

 Family Owned and Operated

263-6503

T.A.G.S
CURBING, INC.
(813) 634-8740 Office

(813) 245-6365 Cell

Beautify your 
landscape with 

Decorative Curbing

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Johnny Sewell
(813) 641-2099

Mobile (813) 404-2022

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDARuskin &

 Sun City Center
Chamber Member

CUSTOM ROOFING
and REPAIRS

All Types of Roofing

No job too big or too small!
SERVING SINCE 1973

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Business & Trade Directory

“We’re On Top Of It”

BUDDY’S ROOFING

813-982-0218

“Leak & Re-Roofing Specialists”
WE FIX LEAKS NO ONE ELSE CAN!

www.buddysroofing.com

t 

We Carry Workers’ Comp
For Your Protection

Need a Licensed
Electrician?

www.HoffmanElectrical.com
Lic. #ECI3004496

®
CARDS

813-298-FAST
(3278)

FREE
Service

Call
with any repair.

15%
OFF

any service
or repair.

WE MATCH ANY COMPETITORʼS COUPONS

Shall I 
pencil 
you in?

Business & Trade 
Directory

Call 813-645-3111

CRIPLOC $3900/hr.
COMPUTER REPAIR
Security & Training

(813) 440-0829
WE COME TO YOU!

Call for help 24/7

COMPUTER REPAIRC
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Buy any set of four new MICHELIN® brand 
passenger or light truck tires, and get a

$70 MasterCard® Reward Card 
after submission.*

OFFER VALID THROUGH JUNE 18, 2013  

Master Certified
Technicians

Lic# MVS51635

AT HOME AUTO CARE

®

Family Owned & Operated

                         Approved Auto Repair Center
We participate in AAA Dollars Program

OPEN Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.(813) 645-0339

Owners LEE & JULIE DAVIS

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

 

*See redemption form at participating dealers for complete offer details. Offer expires 6/18/13. Void where prohibited. The Reward Card 
cannot be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be used at an ATM. Card expires 6 months after issuance. For complete terms, 
conditions and fees, see the Cardholder Agreement in your card package. Reward Cards are issued by U.S. Bank, pursuant to a license from 
MasterCard International Incorporated. MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Copyright © 2013 
Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc. © 2010 General Motors. All rights reserved.

In partnership with ACDelco Automotive parts.  
The quality parts we trust when servicing your vehicle.

Take Charge of your Vehicle Service.
Knowledge is power, and when you’re getting your vehicle serviced,  

a little goes a long way. That’s why we’re happy to announce our  

Women’s Car Care Seminar, where you’ll learn things like:  

regular maintenance, how to talk to your technician like a pro 

and recognizing problems before it’s too late, 

all in a relaxed, confidence-boosting environment.

Saturday, June 8
9:00 - 11:00 a.m. at At Home Auto Care

 (max. 35 people)
(813) 645-0339

 

KNOWLEDGE
IS POWER

Women’s Car Care Seminar 

Light
Refreshments
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