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It’s Christmastime
in the city
Leftover Thanksgiving turkey may 
still be on the menu but Christ-
mas and the holiday season is 
already in full swing around the 
Tampa Bay area. At left, the Apollo 
Beach Beautification Committee 
has been hard at work putting up 
Christmas and holiday-themed 
decorations and wreaths along 
Apollo Beach Blvd. Above, a large 
Christmas tree is on prominent 
display at Centro Ybor in Ybor 
City.

South County residents easily pick 
their best trash collection option

By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
RUSKIN – County officials came here 

Saturday seeking citizen input on new 
options for trash collection in South 
Hillsborough and some 60 area residents 
obliged. 

 By a large majority, they asserted they 
want what they now have – at reduced cost. 

 With current contracts for trash 
collection throughout unincorporated 
Hillsborough expiring in September, 
2013, public utilities administrators 
are considering a variety of different 
approaches to the complexities of refuse 
pick-up and disposal. On the residential 
collection side, they are forecasting savings 
to consumers in the 20 to 30 percent 
bracket. 

They have cut the large unincorporated 
county area into five collection districts, 
issued requests for proposals covering 
several different scenarios and received 
responses from six large-scale trash 
haulers, including the three currently 
handling residential and commercial trash 
pick-up. 

From these proposals, they distilled 
new data, combined it with known factors 
based on recent experience and presented 

four possible options for assembled South 
County residents during the community 
meeting Saturday. It was the second of 
such meetings scheduled around the 
county. 

If the present contracts with the current 
haulers simply were to be extended, the 
projected 2014 collection contractor cost 
is $139.56, billed annually to residents and 
customarily arriving as part of the solid 
waste handling charges appearing on their 
property tax statements each fall, John 
Lyons, county public utilities director, 
told the group. This figure does not 
include charges for the other but closely 
allied aspect of solid waste management 
– disposal fees – which are yet to be 
considered. 

That 2014 projection for residential 
collection could drop by $39.21 to $100.35 
under the first of four options envisioned 
as part of the new approach to the service 
provided by any of the six interested 
haulers, Lyons said. Option 1 is based 
on continued manual handling of trash 
containers placed by home owners along 
roadways for pick up by passing trucks. It 
also continues the twice weekly garbage 

See TRASH COLLECTION, page 10 X

After the bombs hit my ship...
One man’s story of Pearl Harbor and the months that followed 

pennY FLetcher photo
Ed Socha, above, 

enlisted in the Navy 
in 1939 right out 

of high school and 
was stationed on 
the USS Maryland 
at Pearl Harbor, 

Hawaii Dec. 7, 
1941 during the 

historic bombing 
of that base. 

The months that 
followed took him 

to China, sometimes behind 
enemy lines, and  that was just 

the beginning of Socha’s long and 
distinguished military career. 
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By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net

SUN CITY CENTER — The boat to shore was due to 
arrive around 8 a.m. but Ed Socha had forgotten his 
wallet and was going back to the ship. 

So Ed saw the first bomb hit Pearl Harbor from a different 
vantage point than he would have from the smaller boat, which he 
said narrowly escaped the bombs and had to turn back. 

Ed remembers the details of that day, and the months that 
followed, in great detail.

The 20-year-old Apprentice Seaman had recently been transferred 
from the USS West Virginia to the USS Maryland. Some of his 
things still remained on the West Virginia, including a clarinet he’d 
left in the storeroom. 

Although he was listed as dead in at least one newspaper because 
paperwork still had him assigned to the West Virginia which was sunk, 
Ed says his family knew better because he had already notified his 
mother of the transfer.

Historical records show that all eight US Navy battleships anchored at 
Pearl Harbor Naval Base were damaged, four being sunk, although two 
were later raised and repaired. The attack was intended as a preventive 
action to keep the US Pacific Fleet from interfering with military actions 
taking place in Southeast Asia. The base was attacked by 353 fighter planes, 
bombers and torpedo planes in two waves launched from six aircraft carriers. 
It was the event that pushed the United States into World War II, Dec. 7, 
1941. 

“It was a Sunday morning. Everything was quiet. I was going back to get my 
See AFTER THE BOMBS HIT MY SHIP..., page 6 X
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The new Heart Murmur & Valve Program at Brandon Regional Hospital 
is a multidisciplinary program that provides the latest in evaluation 
and treatment of heart valve and murmur conditions, including:

with your primary care physician, 
a cardiologist and a cardiac 
surgeon with valve expertise

 
a long-term monitoring  
plan for your condition

 
minimally invasive heart  
valve repair options

 
the highest distinction  
in cardiac surgery

FROM YOUR HEART  
TO OUR EARS

For your free assessment or for more 
information, please call 855-MUR-MUR1.

Joint Commission  
™  

Joint Commission  
™  

Joint Commission  
™  

Heart Failure
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ATTENTION Contractors:
Check out our selection of tools & supplies

www.TampaCrossties.com

Need Landscaping Advice?
Speak with one of our Professionals!

Concrete 

Accessories

of the price of 

Bulk Mulch & 
Rock

  813-641-0090

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

All bagged mulch 5 for $10

All bagged Rock and Gravel 

4 for $12 Expires 12/20/12

813-645-3529
Ken Knox, Contractor Lic: #RX0057641Glass Rooms, Screen 

Rooms, Screen Fronts, 
Garage Screens, Pool 
Enclosures, Carports, 

Vinyl & Acrylic Windows, 
Roof Overs, Awnings,

House Windows

Cancer became catalyst for a changed life 
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
SUN CITY CENTER –Drifting 

through a desultory life, she was in 
an unsatisfactory marriage, driving 
herself each day to a job she 
detested, equipped with a useful 
degree but lacking direction. 

Even though today she is the 
exuberant executive director of 
this community’s chamber of 
commerce, Dana Dittmar 20 years 
ago was in her early 30s, unsettled, 
chronically out of sorts, by her 
own admission not a happy person. 

Then, out of the blue came the 
diagnosis. Against all odds, she 
had an aggressive form of breast 
cancer. It would be at first life 
threatening, then life altering, 
soon life affirming and finally life 
inspiring. 

Come Saturday night, she’ll be 
celebrating those two intervening 
decades, sharing in her typical 
high energy manner with friends, 
neighbors, colleagues, other 
survivors the reawakening that her 
bout with cancer has wrought. 

 Dittmar grew up in North 
Carolina, earned a degree in mass 
communications from North 
Carolina State at Raleigh, worked 
in radio and television, starred in 
commercials, even dabbled for 
a bit with the role that then was 
known as the station “weather 
girl.” 

And, she had the looks for it, she 
acknowledges with a grin today, 
“a tall skinny blonde with legs up 
to here.” 

She also was unanchored, she 
says, simply taking life as it 
flitted by, no concrete planning, 
no definite goals. By the time 
she was 34, she was married and 
a DINK — double income, no 
kids — working in the mortgage 
insurance industry, she recalls with 

a grimace. 
But the company did provide 

periodic “lunch and learn” 
programs for employees. One 
of them focused on identifying 
breast cancer, complete with soft-
material breast molds encasing 
nodules mimicking tiny tumors. 
The women practiced finger tip 
examination of the molds to detect 
the tumors. 

That night, at home, Dittmar 
says she conducted a fingertip 
breast exam for real. And she 
found something supposed to be 
suspicious; a very, very small 
knot. Not much concerned, she 
did the prescribed thing; she 
called an appropriate doctor, kept 
an appointment, underwent an 
examination and biopsy, then left 
on a weekend trip. After all, she 
was still youthful, she was not 
sick, there was no history of any 
cancers in her family, and only one 
in every 100 tumors actually was 
malignant. Anything but a clean 
bill of health was unimaginable. 
The odds were with her. 

 On Monday, following the 
weekend get-away, she called 
the doctor’s office as promised, 
fully anticipating their good news, 
cheerfully relayed. 

“I was blown away, just flat 
blown away,” she says today. The 
report was ominous. An especially 
aggressive type of cancer, fed by 
estrogen. “I’d only been married 
a year; I no longer could take 
any birth control medication and 
I certainly could not become 
pregnant, the hormonal changes 
would be disastrous.” 

She and her husband at the 
time reviewed the options. She 
was leaning toward at least one 
radical mastectomy, maybe two. 
He was strongly opposed, favoring 
a less invasive approach. “I was 

scared,” she admits freely, “this 
was mortality.” He, on the other 
hand, had married a complete 
woman, she suggests, and was not 
prepared for anything less. “He 
was supportive,” she says, but 
nonetheless determined. 

 And, her male surgeon echoed 
her husband. They argued for a 
simple lumpectomy, followed by 
regimens of chemo and radiation. 
She remained ready for at least 
one breast removal. “I could 
live without that part of the 
anatomy,” she asserted then, 
questioning whether she 
would live with it. And, in 
1992, there not yet were the 
advanced blood tests that can 
pinpoint a genetic proclivity for 
breast cancer. Ultimately, she 
capitulated. 

The little tumor was 
removed with minimal surgical 
procedure, she underwent both 
radiation on five consecutive 
days for seven weeks and 
chemo for six months. She 
packed on pounds, lost her hair, 
fought through the extreme 
fatigue to keep up with two 
bowling leagues and leadership 
in her chapter of Business and 
Professional Women, plus 
gained the almost imperceptible 
but permanent tattoos that mark 
a place on the body subjected 
to radiation. “Those tattoos 
hurt,” she still recalls. 

As she continued her 
recovery, she also did an 
about face. She began reading 
Deepak Chopra, studying 
the mind-body connection, 
practicing what she was 

learning. “I’d repeatedly watch 
‘Cool Running’, the story of a 
very game Jamaican bobsled team 
competing in Canadian snow. On 
television, I watched nothing but 
comedies, I asked people to tell 
me their corniest jokes,” she says, 
looking back, remembering that 
she deliberately laughed at every 
opportunity. 

“I had dis-ease,” she emphasizes, 
motioning with her hands to 

demonstrate that as she sees it 
her mind and body were out of 
sync when she was younger. The 
disturbingly dissatisfying life she 
was leading, characterized by a 
lack of direction, created a fertile 
field for rooting the cancer, she 
believes. 

Her solution was to take firm 
control of her life and reorder 
it. Her first marriage ended. She 
returned to school and obtained 
a Master’s Degree in Cultural 
Studies, a field of scholarship 
which encompasses subject 
matter long of interest, including 
comparative religions. She 
invested some $6,000 in training 
with a competent professional job 
coach. 

Among the outcomes: she went 
from a $30,000 a year job to a 
much more satisfying position in 
the medical field paying $65,000 
a year; she remarried; she found 
her way to more fully utilize her 
education and experience, she 
embarked on a journey designed 
to take Dana the mature woman 
to a better lived life and a happier 
place in it, she indicates. 

Along the way she learned of a 
philosophy originated in Hawaii 
and known as Ho Oponopono 
which she practices every day, 
without fail. Now, “every day 
I say’ I’m sorry’ for whatever I 
do wrong, every day I ask for 
forgiveness, every day I express 
my gratitude and say ‘thank you’, 
every day I say ‘I love you’ .” 

This practice, coupled with 
healthy food choices and the 
kind of supplements everyone 
takes, is the simple combination 
that supports her cancer survival, 
Dittmar says , adding with 
irrepressible good humor “and I 
don’t think much about cancer any 
more. I’m not a cancer victim.” 
Eliminating such thoughts from 
the mind precludes fostering “dis-
ease” in the body, she suggests. 

 Looking ahead, Dittmar declares 
“many of my female relatives 
lived into their 90s, one even 
reached the age of 104. So, I plan 
to be around a long, long time.” 

In the meantime, there’s a party 
planned for the chamber banquet 
hall Saturday, beginning around 
7 PM, as its executive director 
celebrates a cherished life made 
possible by cancer. 
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Melody JaMeson photo
It took a life-altering bout with cancer 20 
years ago to inspire Dana Dittmar, Sun 
City Center Chamber of Commerce exec-
utive director, to reorder her life and pri-
orities for the better. This week the high-
energy chamber leader celebrates two 
decades as a breast cancer survivor and 
shares her journey from an unhappy, dis-
satisfied thirty-something to a grounded, 
directed fifty-something who lives the 
principles inherent in the mind-body con-
nection and practices the Hawaiian phi-
losophies of Ho Oponopono.
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Sun Hill 
Optical

Sun Hill 
Optical

Sun Hill 
OpticalMcDonald’s

Hess Station
Hess Station

Publix Post Office Dollar 
General Sav-A-Lot

HWY. 60 Boyette Rd. S.R. 674
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VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

SUN CITY CENTER
(813) 634-6344

Sun Hill Optical

2 Complete Pairs
of Eyeglasses

Some restrictions apply. Most prescriptions.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/12 CR39

CONTACTS Progressive
No-Line Bifocalsmonth supply 

starter kit with 
exam7 $99$149

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, examination or treatment

INSURANCES ACCEPTED: 
United Healthcare, EyeMed, 

VBA, Spectra, Humana, Freedom, 
VCP, Advantica, Optimum, Davis 

Vision and many more

Vision insurance for employees of Hillsborough 
County, Media General, Publix, Citigroup, 

Verizon, FedEX, Ford, and many more.
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7 $99$149$99$99

*with purchase of complete pair of 
Prescription Glasses Expires 12/31/12

Some restrictions apply. 
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/12 CR39

Some restrictions apply.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 12/31/12 CR39

$25*$25*
with rebate
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At a conference I attended, one of 
the presenters, Steve Drewry, told 
a very interesting story—one that 
touched home with me because I 
saw in it a moral to which many of 
us should pay attention. 
Some of the most giving 
people I know rarely 
take time to take care of 
themselves, and his story 
brought that fact home 
loud and clear. Steve’s 
story went like this. 

Once upon a time there 
was a very caring and 
loving woman, Mary, who found 
she had a great talent for making 
soup. From far and wide, people 
had praised her soup. One day she 
decided she would try to feed some 
of the people in her area who were 
indigent, homeless or lonely.

On the first day, Mary made a 
kettle of soup and invited people 
to come and eat. As she ladled out 
bowl after bowl of soup, the aroma 
tantalized her taste buds, and she 
thought to herself, “This smells 
good. I’ll have to have a bowl when 
I have fed everyone else.” But at 
the end of the day when she went to 
ladle out a bowl of soup, there was 
none left. Mary went to bed hungry 
that night, but in her heart she had 
the happiness of knowing she had 
fed so many.

The next morning when Mary 
started preparing soup, a line was 
already gathering outside her door. 
The goodness of her broth and her 
hospitality had spread beyond the 
neighborhood. Still hungry, she 
thought, “I’d better prepare a larger 
pot than yesterday, so there will be 
some left for me.” But not unlike 
the day before, when the last person 
left her door, the pot was empty and 
there was no more. Mary, flushed 
with the glow of having helped so 
many people, silenced the grumble 
of her stomach by remembering the 

By William Hodges

smiles of those she fed.
The next few days passed quickly, 

the next not unlike the day before. 
No matter how large a pot of soup 
Mary prepared, there was always 

someone to consume it. 
She continued to give of 
herself without thought 
for self, until she fell 
ill from malnutrition. 
On that day, there was 
no soup—not the first 
bowl—and no one was 
fed.

Mary so loved the 
people around her that she was 
willing to give everything of herself 
so that the people in her community 
would survive and prosper. But she 
forgot that if she didn’t take care 
of herself first, she would not last 
to take care of others later. If you, 
like Mary, tend to put everyone else 
first, it is important you understand 
you must take care of yourself in 
order to continue your contribution 
to others.

You can only help others if you 
are strong in body, spirit and mind. 
If you do not take time for proper 
rest, exercise and food, your body 
will not remain strong; and if you 
do not refresh your spirit, you will 
surely fade away. Look at what you 
are doing for others and then at 
what more could be accomplished 
if you used your mind and let it 
govern your activities. All of us 
have much to give, but we must 
do it in a manner that does not kill 
the proverbial goose that laid the 
golden eggs. Be sure to feed the 
goose and you will be able to help 
more people for a longer time. 

By the way, in Steve’s story, Mary 
died; but in my version, she realized 
what her mistake was, corrected her 
behavior and recovered fully. She 
is still making soup for others, but 
now she takes the first bowl so that 
she will stay happy, healthy and 

productive. Have a bowl of soup 
and then get busy.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. (Bright House 
channel 950, Verizon channel 30) and 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (BH channel 
949, Verizon channel 36). The shows can 
also be viewed at www.hodgesvideos.
com.  Phone : 824-641-0816. Email: 
bill@billhodges.com  Website: www.
billhodges.com

Positive Talk: Take time for yourself
South Shore Toys For 
Tots Drop-Off Location

Weichert, Realtors - SouthShore 
has volunteered to help the U.S. 
Marine Corps as a local Toys for 
Tots drop-off location. The agency 
is collecting toys through Decem-
ber 7, at which time all the pres-
ents collected will be delivered for 
distribution by the Marines. Bring 
new, unwrapped toys to the of-
fice at 6160 N. US Highway 41 in 
Apollo Beach.

Christmas cards from Florida’s kids
Growing up poor limits children’s possessions, but not their imagina-

tions.
That’s proven every year when the children of Redlands Christian 

Migrant Association sit with their crayons and magic markers to create 
visions of a Florida Christmas. Oranges hang on Christmas trees. Straw-
berries bulge from stockings. Palm trees sport Christmas lights.

Those images, and many more, go on Christmas cards for sale to the 
public. All money raised helps RCMA enhance the early education it 
provides to some 7,000 preschool-age children in Florida farm areas. 
Even better, it’s matched 16:1 through the State of Florida’s School 
Readiness contract with RCMA.

“I know it is hard to think snow and standard Christmas when the tem-
perature is in the 80s, but our kids have great imaginations!” says RCMA 
Executive Director Barbara Mainster. “And it has achieved lots of good 
for many years.”

Every dollar raised helps prepare children in Florida’s low-income farm 
communities to embrace school and seize its opportunities. Immokalee-
based RCMA operates 71 child care centers, including 20 in the Tampa 
Bay area.

You can order RCMA Christmas cards online at www.rcma.org/holi-
daycards or by calling RCMA’s Judy Brill at (800) 282-6540. Her email 
address is judy@rcma.org.

Anyone ordering 100 cards or more can choose an exclusive or special-
ized design by emailing Sonia Tighe at sonia.tighe@ffva.com or calling 
her at (813) 975-8377.
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AFTER THANKSGIVING SALE

5-PERSON RIO

Just $1999

TAKE 15% OFF
ALL POOL & SPA 

CHEMICALS!

POOLS SPAS & MORE
813.324.8824
NEW BRANDON LOCATION

WE’VE MOVED!
509 W. Brandon Blvd.
CLAYTON PLAZA

ACROSS FROM
JESSE’S STEAKHOUSE

SPA COVERS
$299

Upgrade to our Classic Spa Cover
• 4" to 2" taper 
• High density foam inserts
• 4-tie downs with childproof locks
• Heavy duty stitching 
• 14 designer colors
• 5-year warranty

Baqua Spa, Baquacil, Chlorine, Bromine, 
Natures 2, Shock, Tablets and More!

Sale is limited to stock on time of purchase, 
shop early for the best selection.

SPAS & HOT TUBS
This week we’re featuring 
our 5-person Rio!
• Seats up to 5 adults comfortably
• 11-hydrotherapy jets
• 2 HP energy effi cient pump
• 1K/4KW Heater
• Lifetime Structural Warranty

 pma51/V021 dradnats a ot ni sgulP  •
receptacle

OUR 7-STEP PROCESS #1 SINCE 1960

CLIMATE PROOF COATINGSM

Whole House Flex-Coated™

941-739-6699 or 1-800-704-7926
SPRAY-COAT EXTERIORS, INC.

Applied over 
Spray Crete, 
Stucco, Wood, 
Block 
or Metal

Lifetime 
Warranty
Lifetime

Weather-
Proofing

NEVER PAINT, SPRAY-CRETE, STUCCO or VINYL 
YOUR HOUSE AGAIN™  $1,000 Limited Discount

Coupon worth
$1,000

$895
Exp. 

12/31/12

with coupon

UP TO
1,500 SQ. FT. ®

Congratulations to Gibsonton Elementary’s Terrific Kids
The following students showed their peers how to be  Respectful: Mercedes Fernandez, Bryan Garza, 
Alexia Garrett, Esmeralda Suastegui, Michael Jarmon ,Haili Garland, Tyler Davis, Thanddeus Farr, An-
gelica Sifuentes, Payton Browning, Anne Sandin, Shyanne Knox, Crystal Espinoza, Miguel Valdez, Emy 
Cantu, Jorge Huapilla, Jesse Flores, Arika Mitchell, William McIntyre, Jose Roque, Kody Nguyen, James 
Kalbach, Marisol Mendoza, Michael Boyer, Raymundo Flores, Reese Phelps, Lastat Goeddeke, Kevin 
Lommer, Jonathon Bailey, and Omart Pineda.

Festival of Trees is at SouthShore 
Regional Library this week 

There are 20 Christmas trees, 
table-top trees and wreaths 
donated by local businesses 
— some decorated by students 
at both Doby and Ruskin El-
ementary — available at the 
SouthShore Library on Beth 
Shields Way in Ruskin. The 
trees and wreaths are being 
auctioned off and all proceeds 
will benefit both of the par-
ticipating local schools.

There are lots of differ-
ent themes, and the trees are 
quite beautiful.Some of the 
trees have actual products, 
gift cards, etc. on them, which 
enhance their value. Bidding 
sheets are next to the trees.  

The bidding will end on Sat-
urday during the Library’s event from 5 to 8 p.m.  Winning bidders do 
not have to be present to claim their tree on Saturday; they will be noti-
fied if their bid is highest.

Southshore Regional Library
Kids program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • (813) 634-1396

Baby Time - Monday, Dec. 10, 1:35 p.m.
           Tuesday, Dec. 11, 11:35 a.m.
           Wednesday, Dec. 12, 10:05 p.m.
For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers. Early literacy be-

gins at birth. Bond with baby through stories, bouncy rhymes and songs 
in this 20-minute lap-sit program that introduces early literacy skills and 
encourages language development. 

Toddler Time - Tuesday, Dec. 11, 10:05 a.m. & 10:35 a.m.
                Wednesday, Dec. 12, 10:35a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, finger-

plays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness. 

Story Time - Tuesday, Dec. 11, 11 a.m.
           Wednesday, Dec. 12, 11 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 

songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading readi-
ness and social interaction. 

Teen Night: Game Zone - Thursday, Dec. 13, 5 p.m.
For middle and high school students. Get in the zone and join your 

friends for some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo Wii with 
games such as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers Brawl and 
more!  Get your game on. Refreshments provided by Domino’s Pizza. 

Family Story Time - Thursday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading time family time. Stories, 

action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this fun 
30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children may wear 
pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If you 
would be interested in becoming a Member of the Friends of the Library, 
please call Jim Duffy at 813-634-1396; www.southshorefriends.com

Does your house 
trip the lights fantastic?

After all the effort folks expend decorating their front/side yards for the 
holidays, it’s only fair that others can come to ooh and aahh.

Let us know the address of the most splendidly lit house in your 
neighborhood — and you can submit more than one if you want.

We’ll post the addresses so that Christmas-light-lovers can cruise past, 
soaking up the holiday spirit. Send addresses to news@observernews.net.

South Shore 
Business Women 
hold holiday 
dinner

South Shore Charter Chap-
ter American Business Wom-
an’s holiday dinner meeting 
will be on Monday, Dec. 17. 
There will be a “Holiday 
Theme Gift Exchange,” and 
gifts should cost no more 
than $15. 

The event will have appe-
tizers, desserts, beverages 
(including wine), coffee and 
lots of fun. 

It’s planned as a true net-
working evening of relaxation 
and laughter.  Holiday jokes 
are welcome at this party.

Be sure to bring a friend and 
business cards for network-
ing.  All attendees will have 
a moment to introduce them-
selves and their business.  

The holiday dinner will 
start at 6 p.m., with network-
ing and sign-in starting at 
5:30 p.m. The location is 
BMO Harris Bank (formerly 
M&I Bank), 5461 N. US Hwy 
41 in Apollo Beach.

The cost is $16, and includes 
all food and beverages (in-
cluding wine); cash or checks 
accepted.

RSVP to Deb Adams at 
(813) 649-0400.



After the bombs hit my ship...
One man’s story of Pearl Harbor and the months that followed 
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Don’t Miss Our FREE Seminar on Cosmetic Dentistry and Sleep Apnea
Friday, December 7 • 1:00 p.m. (Cosmetic Dentistry Seminar)

 2:00 p.m. (Sleep Apnea Seminar)

Learn how oral appliances for sleep 
apnea can benefit those who are 

unable to wear a CPAP

Look more youthful...
Feel more confident...

You Deserve It!
Your smile CAN reflect the brighter,
more youthful you!

Don’t miss this free, informative seminar!

Cosmetic Dentistry

Seating is Limited.
Please Call For Reservations

813-634-3396

Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga

Visit our website:

www.suncitycenterdental.com
for more information

wallet and saw the first torpedo 
drop. There was a young officer 
running down the quarter deck, 
yelling to us about what was 
going on. I saw the red ‘meatball’ 
on the next plane that went over. 
It was close enough I could see 
the pilot clearly,” Ed said.

Now 91, Ed had enlisted in 
1939 after graduating from 
Niagara Falls Sr. High School in 
New York. It was the height of 
the Great Depression and people 
could not find work. But Ed 
stayed in the Navy for 27 years, 
reaching the rank of Ensign on 
Guadalcanal in 1944 and then 
attending Scout and Raider 
training – a Special Forces unit. 

After Pearl Harbor, he 
remembers being attached first to 
a unit that built a mobile hospital, 
and then being transferred to write 
notes and correspondence for the 
Base Commander because he 
knew shorthand and could type.

From there he became an 
Admiral’s Writer for the Pacific 
Fleet.

“Here I was, a little old fresh 
Seaman working for an Admiral,” 
he said, laughing. 

The next stop was Calcutta, 
India, where he somehow 
managed to locate his brother 
William who was stationed there 
in the Army.

“We walked the streets of 
Calcutta together talking about 
home,” he said. 

After India, Ed went to China, 
first to Chung King, and then was 

Continued from page 1 X

one of six men assigned to survey 
and map the Yangtze River. 

“It was a six-week voyage using 
all local boatmen and crafters. I 
was the one who held the money 
to pay them. They didn’t know I 
was carrying $10,000 in Chinese 
money in two sacks. If they 
had, I don’t know if I’d have 
made it back. This was quite an 
experience. We lived on the local 
economy. I don’t think I got to 
take a shower the whole time.”

In places, the rapids were so 
bad the local help was afraid to 
proceed until Ed and the other 
Americans put on life jackets 
and jumped into the water to 
demonstrate how they worked.

Being in the boondocks in rural 
China was like taking a step way 
back in time.

“There were warlords with their 
own little armies following them 
that made their own weapons. 
You’d hear a bugle, and they’d 
come riding out. I can’t imagine 
how they made those weapons. 
How they could drill through 
metal with what they had (to 
work with). There are 40 different 
dialects in China. Somehow our 
interpreter, who spoke Mandarin, 
got us through.”  

For his service in WWII 
defending China’s independence 
against invasion, Ed was awarded 
the SACO: Sino-American 
Cooperative Organization 
Commemorative Medal during a 
Veteran’s Day ceremony in Sun 
City Center in 2006.

The medal was bestowed by his 
step-brother, Ret. Rear Admiral 
Richard Rybacki, of the US Coast 
Guard.

It was in July of 1945, while 

setting up a base in Tung Hing 
Lake, using a crank generator 
to get the news, that Ed and his 
small group learned the war was 
over.

They made their way back to 
an American base in what had 
been the enemy’s transportation: 
the wheels on trucks had been 
replaced with railroad wheels and 
trucks ran on rails like trains.

After the war Ed became 
the assistant to the Executive 
Secretary of Defense under 
Robert McNamara. This is the 
position he held the day President 
John F. Kennedy was shot.

Two years after that, in 1966, 
Ed retired from military life 
with the rank of Commander 
and took a position with the 
Lummus Company, a division 
of Combustion Engineering 

Company, from which he retired 
in 1987, when he and his wife, 
Naomi, moved to Florida.

Ed and Naomi have two 

children, five grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren, and 
as of this writing, another on the 
way. 

USS Shaw

USS Nevada
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$595 $995

Holiday Special 
COMPLETE DINNER

$1095 Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$39 ...............before noon
$30...................after noon
$20...................after 3 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 12/31/12

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
KITCHEN HOURS

NOW OPEN Mondays 11-6 p.m.
Tues. -Wed. 11-8 pm
Thurs. -Sat 11-9 pm

Sun. Brunch Buffet 8-2; Lunch 11-6 
NFL Direct TV Sunday Ticket

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com
813-641-1600

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Fully
Insured

&
Bonded

Fully
Insured

&
Bonded

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING

Se Habla
Español

 Apollo Beach, Ruskin, 
Sun City Center

Big “Super Battery Sale”
FREE BATTERY CHECK

Lowest Price Ever!

OIL CHANGE

Emergency
Services

645-7653  2212 E. College Ave. (S.R. 674) FREE TOWING 
to shop if we do repairs

$1995
Summertime

AC 
Check

$1995
+ Freon

Most cars & light trucks.
Must present coupon for special price. Must present coupon for special price.

FREE
DIAGNOSTICS

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net

SUN CITY CENTER — 
Seven-year-old Arnold 
Larson thought he was 

watching a fireworks show until 
his dad handed him a .22 caliber 
rifle and instructed him to “shoot 
to kill.”

Just four days past his sixth 
birthday, Ed Beck awoke to 
frantic conversation between his 
parents, jumped from his bed 
and stared out his window at the 
low-flying planes with the red 
“meatball” on the sides.

Meanwhile, down on Waikiki 
Beach, seventeen-year-old Shirley 
Gibbens (Engle) had just met two 
football teams that had arrived to 
play at the University of Hawaii. 
It was supposed to be her job to 
meet the buses and escort the 
players back to the school.

It was approximately 8 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941. The 
day President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt later said was a “day 
which would live in infamy.”

The U.S. Naval Base at Pearl 
Harbor had just been bombed.

The three “child survivors” 
of Pearl Harbor that were 
interviewed for this story all have 
different recollections of that day 
and the months that followed. 
Their memories come from 
different places, due to their age 
and circumstances surrounding 
the event.

“My father was career military. 
He had just gotten commissioned 
as an Ensign and we were outside 
in a recreation area that had a 
baseball field,” Arnold Larson 
said. “The enlisted people had 
their Christmas party on the 6th, 
and the officers were supposed to 
have theirs there on the 7th. Some 
of the grownups were taking guns 
to the shooting range and when 

Dec. 7, 1941:     The day these children learned the meaning of war

AARON LARSON
7 years old when he saw the 
bombs fall on Pearl Harbor. 
He thought it was fireworks.

SHIRLEY (GIBBENS) ENGLE
17 years old, was on Waikiki 
Beach directing a busload 
of football players to the 
University.

ED BECK
6 years old, watched the 
bombs fall from his bedroom 
window. He clearly remem-
bers the “meatball” on the 
side of the planes.

the planes came by, my father 
handed me a .22 rifle and my 
mother a .45 pistol. He told me to 
stay with my mother and shoot to 
kill.”

When the first bomb hit, 
Arnold’s first thought was that he 
was watching a fireworks show. 
The big boom, the tremendous 
splash of bright light.

“It took me a minute to realize 
the adults were scared,” he 
said. “My father was a gunner’s 
mate and I had already learned 
to shoot a weapon. In fact, the 
Saturday before, I had just shot a 
Thompson machine gun.”

The day Arnold was interviewed 
for this story, he commented that 
it was “serendipity.”  

“I just sat down and was reading 
a letter from my father about 
combat action that was written on 
Dec. 6, 1942,” he said. “I can’t 
believe I got this call right now.”

Ed Beck remembers being 
unable to comprehend the 
unfolding tragedy despite his 
mother’s words.

“She held me up to the window 
so I could see the smoke and 
flames rising,” he said. “I thought 
it was some sort of super Fourth 
of July.”

Like Arnold, Ed thought only 
of fireworks. It took the child’s 
mind a while to wrap around the 
thought of fear.

He recalls fighter planes being 
low overhead.

“They were so close you could 
easily see the men’s faces, with 
goggles pushed up over their 
eyes,” he said.

Ed’s father was the Lt. 
Commander of the USS Phelps at 
the time. He later became a Rear 
Admiral. Ed thought it was funny 
to see him in dress uniform on 
what should have been a relaxing 
Sunday morning.

“He gave us one quick hug and 
he was gone,” he said. But unlike 
many others — his father did 
come back.

During the weeks that followed, 
Ed remembers the demands to 
keep absolute silence, the air raid 
warnings and gas mask training.

Finally the families were 
evacuated to California by ship. 

“They had to wait what seemed 
to be a long time and now I know 
it was because the government 
thought the enemy might torpedo 
the ship,” he said.

Once back in the States, Ed saw 
the adults donating junk cars and 
other metal items. He now knows 
it was to make weapons.

“My mother was touched when 
I donated my bike,” he said. “I 
had just gone from a trike to a 
regular bicycle. It wasn’t any 
big thing. But she said it was the 
principle behind it.” 

Shirley Engle, then Shirley 
Gibbens, was 17 at the time of the 
Pearl Harbor bombing. Her father 
was in the Civil Service working 
at the Naval base. 

“I grew up in Hawaii and had 
just started at the University. I 
was the youngest and the littlest, 
so I got the job of meeting two 
football teams that were coming 
in to play at the university. I got 
on the bus going to the beach, and 
a man said ‘I think we’ll be in a 
war by Christmas.’ At the time, 
I thought, that can’t happen! I 
have dates through New Year’s. 
Normal thoughts for a teenage 
girl.”

But what followed the bus ride 
to Waikiki Beach was anything 
but normal.

“I got to the beach before the 
second wave of bombing. The 
football teams got off the buses 
and I was with them. There 
was much activity, shells flying 

around, and we knew something 
drastic was going on.”

Military personnel started 
putting barbed wire around 
the beach. They expected the 
enemy to land and the Red Cross 
came and told us to be ready 
to help them prepare beds for 
the wounded,” she said. “It was 
horrific, seeing all the gorgeous 
ships in tatters. My father’s job 
was to estimate damage. He 
estimated damage for a long time 
after that.”

Shirley recalls living in 
complete blackout for a long time 
after the bombing. Everybody 
covered their windows tight with 
wood. There couldn’t be a speck 
of light anywhere after dark. If 
there was, they could become a 
target.

All three remembered learning 
the meaning of fear. None of 
them had ever seen their parents 
frightened before. In the months 
to come, the families lived 
through blackouts, rationing and 
wreckage.

For them, and the other children 
who witnessed the event first-
hand, life would never be quite 
the same.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed: December 7, 1941 
as “a date which will live in infamy”

USS Cassin & Downes
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Come join us for our

at 
the

Call for Reservations: (813) 641-1600 by Dec. 26
1 Pier Drive, Ruskin            (Seating up to 120)
Casual Waterfront Dining featuring • Steaks • Seafood • Burgers and other 
delicious fare • Pizza (take-out or dine ine) • Full Liquor Bar
Kitchen Hours: • Mon. 11-6 • Tues-Wed. 11-8 • Thurs-Sat. 11-9 • Sunday Brunch Buffet 8-2, Lunch 11-6

Monday,
Dec. 31st

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for light snacks before and after dinner.
Plated dinner will be served at approx. 8:00 p.m.
• Caesar Salad
• Sliced Tenderloin Bernaise
• Lobster Tail with Drawn Butter
• Asparagus Bundles
• Twice Baked Potato
• Assorted Dinner Rolls
• Triple Chocolate Mousse Cake

• Party Favors • Hats 
• Noisemakers • Etc.

• Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

• Live Music featuring 
Holly Rae & 
Chicago Rich

$120 per couple
gratuity included

Ruskin Eagles Aerie 4351
1205 1st St. S.W.

Upcoming Events
Monday Night ...........................6 p.m. Bingo. Free hot dogs.
Tuesday Night ...........................6 p.m. Bar Games.  
Friday Night ..............................Feather Your Nest. Food available.
Saturday, Dec. 8 ........................5 p.m. Steak Dinner.
 ....................................................6:30 p.m. Music by Nickles & Dimes
Sunday .......................................Feather Your Nest. Free hotdogs  

.......................................................during games.
For more information, call (813) 645-2922.

South Hillsborough Elks Lodge 
#2672 Upcoming Activities

Every Tuesday –Jam Session – 3 p.m. - 5ish, No Charge for all Elks 
and their guests.

Every Wednesday – Best Spaghetti in Town - $7, All You Can Eat, for 
all Elks and their guests. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday - Seafood, Sandwiches, and a Chef’s Special for all Elks 
and their guests from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.                                                       

Monday, Dec. 10 - Blue Plate Special for all Elks and their guests, $7 
a person, Menu: Breaded Pork Chop with all the trimmings and dessert, 
only 50 tickets will be sold.

Saturday, Dec. 15 - Holiday Anniversary Dinner Dance for all Elks 
and their guests, Appetizers 5-6 p.m., Dinner Menu: Roast Beef with all 
the trimmings, 6 p.m., Dancing to the Buddy Young Orchestra, 7 p.m., 
only $15 per person, Attire – Dressy Business. 

Join S. Hillsborough Elks Lodge Eastern Caribbean Fund Raiser 
Cruise - Jan. 13 to 20, 2013, contact Howard Elkin at Discover Travel 
for details and reservations.

The South Hillsborough Elk’s Lodge is a clean, smoke-free environ-
ment located at 1630 US Hwy 41 S. in Ruskin, Telephone (813) 645-
2089.

November Students of the Month at Apollo Beach Elementary
Ryan Auciello, Grace Benigni, Katie Bulso, Mikayla Canterbury, Kayla Combs, Madeleine Cook, Hay-
ley Degulis, Eddie Delgado, Darian Difede, Britt Finelli, Ashlyn Gale, Sarah Haynes, Isabella Hellman, 
Miguel Hernandez-Valdez, Nicoya Hopkins, Xavier Jones, Naia Kilcoyne, Cory Kruger, Dylan Lamkin, 
Alyssa Leger, Macy Longenecker, Jaiden Lozuke, Lauren Mercer, Madeline Orr, Krupa Patel, Nevaeh 
Rodriguez-Alfaro, Jocelyn Shourds, Christian Stibich, Connor Sutton, Alexis Weston, Madison Widisky, 
Savana Woods, Daniel Wright, Ashleigh Wykes, and Patrol, Talon Buzbee.

Kids’ art helps support library 
programs

Once again, the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library put area 
elementary and middle school students to work. The Friends organized 
an art contest during September and October in which students at partici-
pating schools could submit their artwork.

The competition for this 4th Annual Holiday Art Contest was open to 
students at Beth Shields Middle School, Cypress Creek, Reddick, Ruskin 
and Wimauma Elementary Schools.

Ten students from all participants were selected as winners.
Their designs were transformed into Holiday Greeting Cards by 

Ruskin-based M&M Printing Co., and the cards are being sold through 
December at the SouthShore Regional Library, 15816 Beth Shields Way, 
Ruskin.  

A bundle of ten cards costs $5. Proceeds from the sale will supplement 
Library programs offered to the public for free.

Beth Shields Middle School: 
Jazmin Ruiz 8th Grade; with 
Anna Voida, Principal

Reddick Elementary: Lizette Vazquez-Vizueth, 5th Grade; Georgette 
Garcia Sorria, 4th Grade; Detzy Hernandez-Santiago, 2nd Grade; 
Cipriano Mejia, 2nd Grade; with J. Thomas Roth, Principal, and Su-
san Turpyn, Art Teacher.

Cypress Creek Elementary: Jed 
Wingrove 4th Grade; with Roy 
Moral, Principal.

South Shore Singles announces its 
December events

The South Shore Singles, a ministry of the SCC United Methodist 
Church, has announced its lineup of December events.

Saturday, Dec. 8, 7-9 p.m.  Game Night. Bring a favorite game to 
share with others at John Harter’s SCC home. Needed are two people to 
bring a snack, and two others to bring a dessert. Call Patti at 813-634-
7171 to make reservations.

Friday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m. Movie Night. The Christmas Shoes will be 
shown at 6:30 p.m. in Creason Hall at the United Methodist Church, 
1210 Del Webb Blvd. W.

Friday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m. Christmas Party at Circles in Apollo Beach. 
There will be a $10 gift exchange; do not put the donor’s name on the 
gift so that people will be able to choose another gift if the first one can’t 
be used. Bring a gift appropriate for both men and women. Call Patti or 
Mary Jo at 813-383-7535 to make a reservation.

Tuesday, Dec. 11. Special Meal held in Creason Hall. The cost is $6-8. 
Seating is limited, so pick up tickets early at the church office.

Saturday, Dec. 22, 5-8 p.m. Dining & Dancing at the Alpha House 
in Apollo Beach. Music by Thor Stevens. For reservations, call John 
Wilkins at 813-349-7553.

Thursday, Dec. 27, 6-9 p.m. Karaoke Dinner Dance at the Renais-
sance Golf Club in SCC. For reservations or information about the meal, 
call Jerry Harter at 813-633-9522. Reservations must be made no later 
than 48 hours before the event.

Monday, Dec, 31, 8 p.m. New Year’s Eve Party  at Jerry Harter’s 
home. Volunteers are needed to bring snacks (four or five), and three 
for desserts. Call Jerry at 813-633-9522 or Mary Jo at 813-383-7535 for 
reservations.

The South Shore Senior Singles Group was organized for those age 50+, 
in the whole South Shore area, to provide a non-threatening atmosphere 
for singles to meet and have fun.

Tampa Bay History 
Center to offer free 
visitor parking

Guests to the Tampa Bay 
History Center, 801 Old Water 
St. in downtown Tampa, will not 
have to pay for parking, thanks 
to a partnership between the 
History Center and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. Museum visitors paying 
for gallery entry will receive a 
parking token if they park in the 
Tampa Bay Times Forum East Lot, 
located directly adjacent to the 
History Center. The change went 
into effect on Oct. 1.

Parking tokens are valid daily 
during the museum’s regular 
operating hours, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Members of the Tampa Bay 
History Center will also receive 
an allotted quantity of parking 
vouchers as a member benefit 
depending on their membership 
level.

The Tampa Bay History Center, 
which opened its 60,000 square-
foot facility in 2009, includes three 
floors of permanent and temporary 
exhibition space focusing on the 
history of the Tampa Bay area. The 
History Center features a museum 
store, the Witt Research Center (a 
branch of the Hillsborough County 
Public Library System), and the 
Columbia Cafe.
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Visit Our NEW Location: 
RIVERVIEW Patient Service Center 

Appointment scheduling available at 

Visit QuestDiagnostics.com/patient to:

1-888-277-8772

Quest, Quest Diagnostics, the associated logo and all associated Quest Diagnostics marks are the trademarks 
of Quest Diagnostics. © 2010 Quest Diagnostics Incorporated. All rights reserved.

RIVERVIEW
(behind Starbucks)

Don’t forget about our other
convenient locations:

Drug Screening .....................M-F 6:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

SPECIAL JACKPOTS
December 20 and 27
Two $250 Jackpots

each night

St. Anne Christmas Holiday

St. Anne Catholic Church
106 11th Ave. N.E.,

Bingo Every �ursday   --   Everyone Welcome
Winter pricing and larger payouts begin Dec. 20

Early Birds at 6:30 p.m.
Regular Games at 7:00

© 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

Mitch traphagen photo

Is she going home for Christmas? I have no idea, but I hope so.

Observations: Reflections on the living room wall
In the early morning darkness, 

I could see the flashing lights 
of the police car parked outside 

my house reflecting on the walls 
of our living room. I was a skinny 
15-year-old kid, still reeling from 
a scene in the middle of the night 
that I don’t need to discuss, my 
Mom was sitting at the kitchen 
table, a police officer was 
standing beside her until he took 
me aside to say, “You have to be a 
man now. You have to take care of 
your mother.”

My Dad died a few hours 
later from the heart attack he 
experienced while sleeping. For 
the next three years until I left 
for college, my Mom never again 
managed to get a full night’s 
sleep. Before I would turn in, 
usually at some stupidly late hour, 
I would always poke my head 
into her bedroom to ask her some 
inane question about whether 
or not the cat was inside for the 
night. What I was really doing 
was checking to make sure she 
was still alive.

By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

I’ve never forgotten that 
moment from nearly 35 years 
ago, of course, but I’ve thought 
about it more lately due to 
circumstances with my Mom’s 
health and because I received a 
letter from an elderly 
man who carried a good 
bit of anger towards 
me. He did not have the 
strength of conviction to 
sign his letter with his 
name, thus preventing 
my ability to reply. His 
bottom line message was, 
however, that I need to 
“man up.” Perhaps he 
is right, but clearly, we differ on 
at least one element of what that 
means. Anonymity is easy.

None of us knows what 
someone else is going through at 
any given time. Some people walk 
around with cancer, some with 
clinical depression, some with 
unseen disabilities, some suffering 
from loss, some with worries 
about money, children or parents, 
and others, of course, with joy. 
But if I’ve learned anything in life 
it’s that I need to be fairly slow to 
judge someone. I have not walked 
the miles in their shoes.

This column contains a lot of 
“I” and “me” in it. It’s a personal 
column so that is often a necessity 
by default. I can’t possibly claim 
to speak for you, to try to describe 
what you or anyone else thinks 
about anything. What I do try very 
hard to do, however, is to present 
things in life that may cause a few 
people to say, “Yeah, I know how 
that feels.”  I don’t write about 
things I may or may not do for 
people because I don’t believe in 
blowing my own horn. I won’t 
even admit to having a horn. My 
intention is not to be a narcissist, 
but rather someone with questions 
that I suspect others may have 
as well. In writing this column, I 
have to believe that I’m not the 
only one with those questions, 
and I firmly believe people are 
out there with, if not outright 
answers, then at least wisdom they 
can share with others. I’m quite 
certain I fail at that objective now 
and again — maybe more than 

that. But I’ve also seen evidence 
of it working. Besides, in an age 
of vitriol and 140 character tweets, 
a little introspection isn’t the worst 
thing in the world.

My brother lives in the same 
town as my Mom, 
both of my sisters live 
in the same state. I’m 
1,700 miles away and 
have been for the better 
part of 15 years. They 
don’t need my help. 
My Mom probably 
doesn’t need anything 
I can offer her. But 
my Mom and I spent 

three years alone together after 
my Dad died, trying to figure out, 
sometimes separately, sometimes 
together, where life would lead in 
his absence. 

I thought I became a man back 
then, but now I’m not so sure. I’ve 
lived my life trying to be a decent 
one, but now I’m wondering what 
I’ve really been doing and what 
I’ve become. I’ve missed so many 
things with my siblings and their 
wonderful children, all adults now 
and all people I am proud to know. 
So, the only thing that makes 
sense right now is the thought that 
it’s time to take care of my Mom 
for a little while. That is largely 
selfishly for me, but it’s also for 
her… I hope, anyway. A little 
extra time up there means that I 
wouldn’t have to just rush in to 
say hello and then rush out saying 
goodbye. But the reality is, I let a 
lot of better years slip away and I 
want to stop the slipping. Even if 
it’s just for a week or two.

Christmas is approaching. 
Maybe you are blessed to have 
your family nearby; perhaps they 
are coming to you in the winter 
paradise in which we live. Perhaps 
you are going somewhere far 
away to see them or spending 
the holiday with your family via 
Skype. Christmas is a time for 
togetherness, love, compassion 
and reflection. This Christmas, 
I can see the reflections of the 
police lights and I can hear the 
words of a police officer from 
long ago.

It’s time to go home. 
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  |  DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY  |  BACKSPLASHES  |  AREA RUGS  |
CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

DOVE INTERIORS CARPET ONE
 (1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) 

813-645-8660 | www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com
We are the oldest family-owned window treatment/flooring store in SouthShore

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday • Eves by appt.

®

Pirouette® Window Shadings

Dress Up Your Home for the Holidays.
 1

www.doveinteriors.hdwfg.com

SAVE $100* OR MORE
with qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas 

window fashions.

*See store for details

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301

America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil fi lter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fi ll
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 1/31/12

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

OEM SPEC FLUID
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 1/31/12

$1000 Off $2000 Off

No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

Shopper Observer Shopper Observer

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

30175

813-741-9220813-741-9220 ®

CARDS

Serving:
RIVERVIEW

APOLLO BEACH
SUN CITY CENTER

How about renting a unit at Santa’s Secret Storage?

Serving:
RIVERVIEW

APOLLO BEACH
SUN CITY CENTER

Will match
competitor’s

prices &
discounts

New Customers Only

Have a Merry 
Christmas and 

check The 
Observer News, 

The SCC Observer 
and The Current 

weekly for 
coverage of your 

events! 

Melody JaMeson photo
More than 60 South County residents took part in a community meet-
ing Saturday on prospective approaches to trash collection as Hills-
borough County considers seven-year agreements with new garbage 
haulers. The session was led by John Lyons, public utilities director 
(standing), who reviewed four collection options and explained uses 
of collection containers. The 95, 65 and 35-gallon containers (from 
left) would come into play if collection processes were to be auto-
mated at the truck. The 32-gallon plastic “can” represents what most 
homeowners use today in the manual pick-up process.

collection schedule, with once 
weekly pick up of recyclables and 
yard waste. 

Keeping the same collection 
schedule under Option 2, but 
going to automated handling by 
the haulers’ trucks of the new 
trash containers that would be 
required is projected to bump 
up the annual collection cost 
to consumers from $100.35 to 
$111.65, thereby reducing the 
potential savings from $39.21 
to $27.91, Lyons explained. 
The increased cost is the $16.80 
for two specifically designed 
containers that the county would 
purchase in bulk and supply to its 
solid waste customers, he added. 

 Option 3 also is based on 
automated service at the truck 
using the necessary containers 
but reduces trash collection, 
along with recyclables and yard 
waste, to one time per week. 
The projected cost to consumers, 
including charge for required 
containers, is $104.21, Lyons said. 
This option produces an estimated 
collection savings in 2014 of 
$35.35. 

The greatest projected savings 
in the new contract year - $41.79 
– would be expected under Option 
4 which calls for trash and yard 
waste pick up once each week, but 
reduces collection of recyclables 
to every other week at an annual 
cost to consumers of $97.77. 
This scenario also is based on 
automated handling of the special 
containers at the truck. 

While one area resident spoke 
enthusiastically of the advantages 
found in automatic handling of 
trash containers, others found 
faults in the several options, 
suggesting that lower costs often 
equate to lower levels of service, 
that automation may mean loss of 
jobs at a time when employment 
levels are particularly important 
and that the larger containers 
needed for automated systems 
will represent more difficulty for 
the infirm in both the retiree and 
general populations. 

By a show of hands, the 60 or 
so citizens taking part in a “straw 
vote” then overwhelmingly chose 
Option 1 which utilizes the current 
collection schedule without new 
containers or their automated pick 
up by especially-equipped trucks. 
According to administrators’ 
projections, this option would 
reduce the annual cost passed 
through to consumers by nearly 
$40 and put the annual collection 
portion of solid waste handling 
charges included on their property 

tax bills at slightly over $100 
– only a few dollars difference 
compared with the automated, 
reduced service of Option 4. 

Community meetings on the 
subject were continuing around 
the county this week, Lyons 
said, adding that information 
gleaned from the citizen sessions 
and particulars supplied by the 
six interested collection haulers 
would be provided to county 
commissioners in time for a 
workshop on the subject in early 
January, 2013, as the board 
considers collection options 
and addresses issues related to 
disposal of what is and is not 
collected. 

It is anticipated that seven-year 
contracts can be hammered out in 
late January, the utilities director 
noted, leaving sufficient time 
before present contracts expire 
for administrators to order new 
trash containers, if required, and 
giving new haulers time to gear 
up with additional personnel and 
equipment as needed to meet their 
obligations. 

Meanwhile, Lyons said 
administrators remain particularly 
interested in hearing from 
residents at this time concerning 
all aspects of the trash collection 
situation. A telephone survey 
of about 20,000 solid waste 
collection customers is planned 
to develop statistical data on 
the subject and residents are 
encouraged to weigh in, he 
added, by email at talktrash@
HillsboroughCounty.org, , by text 
or verbal message at 813/704-
0181, by joining the blog through 
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
talktrash, or by addressing 
the county’s Communications 
Department at 601 East Kennedy 
Blvd., 16th floor, Tampa, FL 
33602. 

“It’s the customers’ opinions,” 
Lyons concluded, “that count in 
my mind.”
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Trash collection options
for South County

Continued from page 1 X
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minto creates better places to inspire life 
For more information about our award-winning homes and communities throughout Florida, visit mintofl a.com

105 Commercial Center Drive | Sun City Center, FL 33573
(888) 771-6144

All dimensions, prices, plans, specifi cations, features, programs, amenities, designs, materials, HOA fees, condo fees and availability are approximate and subject to change or substitution 
by Seller without notice. Exterior colors may vary. Artist rendering. CBC 1258779, CGC 1505726, CGC 1519880. © 2011 Minto Communities, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 12/12

Energy Star Certifi ed | Enduring Quality | Exceptional Values | Award-Winning Designs | Included Premium Features

MODEL
GRAND 

OPENING

TAMPA       SARASOTA

FLORIDA’S NEWIntroducing 2 New Paired Villa Model Homes 
Located in the popular Kings Point enclave of Sun City Center, these maintenance-
included villas have been created especially for today’s discerning homebuyer.
Be among the fi rst to see our beautifully decorated models. And while you’re here, 
discover all the golf courses and resort recreation that Sun City Center has to 
off er! Best of all, this master-planned community is located close to the shopping, 
entertainment and conveniences of both the Tampa Bay and Sarasota areas!

Kings Point
Maintenance-Included Lifestyle 

Elegant Paired Villas
from the $150s to $180s

The time of your life. Inspired by Minto.
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Dr
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ACTIVITY CENTER OPEN TO 
THE COMMUNITY

JSA MEDICAL GROUP - SUN CITY CENTER
787 Cortaro Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573

Adult Primary Care

In a State-of-the-Art New Facility!
physicians

JSA Medical Group in Sun City Center is a 
comprehensive primary care clinic with many services 
offered in-house including radiology and labs! There is 

no better time to become a member of JSA!

Call Today!
(813) 634-2500

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
Including Humana and CarePlus Medicare Advantage Plan Members

We also have a dedicated Activity Center open to 
the community offering a variety of FREE community 
and patient events including Yoga classes, health 
lectures, parties, line dancing and more!

15: HEALTHY SKIN DERMATOLOGY WORKSHOP 2 to 3 pm
16: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm
19: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm
21: LINE DANCING*: Beginners or

Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)
11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1 pm

23: Closed
26: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm
28: LINE DANCING*: Beginners or

Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)
11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1 pm

30: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm

03: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm
05: LINE DANCING*: Beginners or

Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)
HOLIDAY EATING TIPS

11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1 pm
2 to 3 pm

06: HOLIDAY PARTY with Dr. Theo Carroll, 7-time 
Ironman World Championship Competitor!

2:30 to 4 pm

07: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm
10: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA 3 to 4:15 pm
12: LINE DANCING*: Beginners or

Advanced (Classes Limited to 30 ppl)
11 am to Noon;
12:15 to 1 pm

14: GENTLE CHAIR YOGA  3 to 4:15 pm

NOVEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS

DECEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS

free!

*REGISTER NOW! (813) 419-5020

**All Events Subject to Change, call to con�rm

Mitch traphagen photo

HCSO heats up the holidays with chili cookoff

Michelle traphagen photo

With a Christmas tree in the foreground, the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office kicked off the holidays with their annual chili cookoff.  
The contestant chilis are lined up at right.

The judges react to the samples while HCSO District 4 Commanding 
Officer Major Ron Hartley seeks out votes.

Major Ron Hartley with the 2012 HCSO Chili Cookoff winners Dep. 
Nikki Smith and Dep. Thomas Bosley. Winner Lt. Howard Wooden is 
not pictured.

The Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office District 4 office 
opened their doors on Saturday for 
their annual holiday Chili Cook-
Off.  Officers and staff cooked 
up 11 different chili recipes with 
the winners decided by a panel of 
independent judges (full disclosure, 
I was one of them).  All of the 
offerings were considered winners 
and this year voting was true to 
form in recent Florida elections.  
Out of a total possible 165 votes, 
District 4 Commanding Officer 
Major Ron Hartley’s unusually 
colored but tasty concoction 
somehow came in with 50,148 
votes. After less than a second of 
controversy, the true winners were 
declared with Deputy Thomas 
Bosley, Deputy Nikki Smith and 
Lt. Howard Wooden, in a mutual 
effort, taking the top chili prize for 
2012. The event included officers 
and their families, volunteer first 
responders from Sun City Center 
and members of the public from 
around South Hillsborough.

Although chili had top billing, the stars of the event came from 
the BBQ around back of the building, providing a steady stream 
of delicious food for the many dozens of visitors. MeloDY JaMeSon photo

Mitch traphagen photo Mitch traphagen photo

At right, bounce houses 
provided lots of color and 
activity for the kids. Santa 

also showed up to give each 
child a toy and listen to their 

wish lists.
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America’s Finest Carpet
plus FREE Karastep carpet pad ($7/yd. value)

$39 Installation

any size house, any size room, any carpet

COLORS
PATTERNS
DURABILITYMORE{

SOUTH TAMPA 254-4066
1510 South MacDill Ave.

CARROLLWOO 61-1362
14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.

BRANDON 413-8313
1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

(Across from Chili’s)

18 MONTHS SAME AS CAS NO INTEREST

NAFFCO
FLOORING & INTERIORS

Since 1937

 Nobody OFFERS YOU MORE
quality at this price!

SAVE
UP TO
40%

RVHS and Newsome team up to present Oklahoma!
According to the Wall Street 

Journal, if ever a show has 
earned an exclamation point, it 
is Oklahoma! Opening on Dec. 
13, Riverview High School and 

Newsome High School will 
team up to present the iconic 

production at the Riverview High 
School auditorium.  The show 

will play Dec. 13, 14 and 15 and 
again on Dec. 20, 21, and 22.  

The two schools have combined 
students from their theater and 
chorus departments to produce 

the Broadway sensation at RVHS.  
Set in a Western Indian territory 

just after the turn of the 20th 
century, the high-spirited rivalry 

between the local farmers and 
cowboys provides the colorful 

background against which Curly, 
a handsome cowboy, and Laurey, 

a winsome farm girl, play out 
their love story. Although the road 

to true love never runs smooth, 
with these two headstrong 

romantics holding the reins, love’s 
journey is as bumpy as a surrey 
ride down a country road. That 

they will succeed in making a new 
life together we have no doubt, 
and that this new life will begin 

in a brand-new state provides the 
ultimate climax to the triumphant 

Oklahoma!
The Newsome and Riverview 

high school presentation of 
Oklahoma! is directed by Daron 
Hawkins and Arron Washington 
with musical direction by Jeffry 
Bogue.  Tickets are $10 general 
admission for all performances, 

with the box office opening at 
6:45 p.m.  Showtime is at 7:30 

p.m.
Partial funding for the show 

comes from The Community 
Foundation of Greater Sun City 
Center “Hadley and Helen Hill 

Fund”.

Mitch traphagen photos
Director Daron Hawkins during rehearsal at Riverview High School on Saturday.

On Saturday, the 
cast of Oklahoma! 

began working 
through full run 

rehearsals.  Dress 
rehearsals begin this 

week with the show 
opening on Dec. 
13 for six perfor-

mances.



14 • OBSERVER NEWS •  SCC OBSERVER DECEMBER 6, 2012

HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

One dead in helicopter crash 
off Apollo Beach

By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
APOLLO BEACH — John 

Lawrence Ward, 60, of Tampa, 
perished in the crash of a small 
helicopter in Tampa Bay just off 
Apollo Beach.  The crash occurred at 
approximately 3 p.m. on Friday near 
Pine Key, better known as Beer Can 
Island.  Officers and divers from the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s office 
began search and rescue efforts in the 
relatively shallow water.  Assisting 
in the search were officials from 
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue, 
Tampa Fire Rescue, the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the Florida Wildlife 

Mitch traphagen photo

Pine Key, just off Apollo Beach, was the scene of a fatal helicopter crash 
on Friday afternoon.

Commission. Ward’s body was 
found early Saturday morning and 
was taken ashore and turned over 
to the Hillsborough County Medical 
Examiner’s Office where an autopsy 
will be performed to determine the 
official cause of death.

According to Det. Larry McKinnon, 
HCSO Public Information Officer, 
the HCSO and other agencies 
handled the search and rescue efforts 
but the still ongoing investigation of 
the crash has been turned over to the 
Federal Aviation Administration and 
the National Transportation Safety 
Board.

Music feeds the soul
Crowds flocked to the special breakfast during SCC’s Holiday Walk, 
while listening to music from Verna King, member of the Organ & 
Keyboard Club, which provided entertainers from 7 a.m. to noon.

caroL MacaLiSter photo

South Bay Church is gearing up for the 
Christmas season with several special events. 

Sunday, Dec. 23,  X during regular service 
times of 9 and 11 a.m. South Bay Church will 
feature a Christmas Gala with worship led by 
Dave Fitzgerald and Temple Veil. Pastor David 
Speicher will deliver the Christmas message. 
The children’s area will be open for infant to 
four-year-olds. All other chldren are encouraged 
to attend the service in a special area in front 
of the stage where there will be blankets and 
couches set up with an open area for dancing 
and singing along.

Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec. 24 X , there 
will be three services themed as Christmas 
Through the Generations. Join them for a 
special message celebrating family and the 
birth of our Savior. Music from all generations 
will be featured by the every-age praise team of 
4-year-olds and up.

Both events are open to the public and the 
community is encouraged to attend. 

South Bay Church is located at 13498 U.S. 301 South, Riverview, FL 
33578. Call 677-0721 for more information or visit www.SouthBay.cc.

South Bay Church announces 
Christmas schedule of events

Dave Fitzgerald

Tample Veil
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Riverview High School Auditorium • 11311 Boyette Road • Riverview, FL 33569

ALL TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR starting at 6:45 p.m.
Produced with permission of The Rodgers & Hammerstein Theatre Organization

Partial support granted from The Community Foundation of Greater Sun City Center, Helen and Hadley Hill Fund

Dec. 13-15 and Dec. 20-22 
Thursday through Saturday - Performances 7:30 p.m. -   $10 ALL TICKETS

Riverview HS 
and 
Newsome HS
present 

OW2 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OW2*

$5
NuFree Hair Removal
The gold standard 
in hair removal!
Only at participating 
salons.

OK2 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OK2*

$695

Kids Cut (11 & under)
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry

Specialty cuts, 
blow-dry style, 
design lines, set or 
curling iron extra. 

Adult Cut
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry

$995
Specialty cuts, 
blow-dry style, 
design lines, set or 
curling iron extra. 

OA4 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OA4*

Op3 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OP3*

$3495

Quick & Easy® perm Wave
Free Shampoo & Cut

Price will vary 
with length or 
condition of hair. 
Design wraps 
extra.

OSS1 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OSS1*

$1200

Shampoo & Set
Price will vary 
with length or 
condition of hair. 
Haircut extra.

OC4 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OC4*

$3495

CHI Ionic Color
Free Shampoo & Style

Price will vary 
with length or 
condition of hair. 
Haircut extra.

OF1 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OF1*

$1995

5-7 Foil Highlights
Free Shampoo & Lite Dry

Price will vary 
with length or 
condition of hair. 
Haircut extra.

OH2 - Exp. 1/18/13

*OH2*

$10 off
Highlights/Lowlights
Free Shampoo & Style

Price will vary 
with length or 
condition of 
hair. Haircut 
extra.

per Area
Brow, Lip or Chin

***NEW LOCATION***
Sun City - 813-634-2850

3846 Sun City Center Blvd (next to Bealls in 
Home Depot Center) M-F 8-8 Sat 9-6 Sun 10-4

Brandon Regency - 813-681-7267
2480 W. Brandon Blvd. (next to TJ Maxx & Movie 

Theater) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 12-5

Brandon Causeway - 813-651-4640
11235 Causeway Blvd. (next to Publix across from 

Wal Mart) M-F 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

$50 Minimum

Are you paying too much for
Home or Auto Insurance?

Saving money is just 
a phone call away!

813-685-9393

CDT
Charles D. Talley, Jr.
www.ctalleyinsurance.com
We’re a Bilingual Agency

Established 1983
Nationwide®

On Your Side

AT HOME
AUTO CARE

®

Distributor
Master Certified

Technicians

Family Owned & Operated

We service and repair most 
makes and models including

Domestic, Asian, 
European
& up to 1 ton 

Diesel Trucks

Courtesy Shuttle Service Available • Towing Upon Request
2003 South U.S. Hwy. 41 • Ruskin

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday • www.athomeauto.net

AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

Lic# MVS51635

$2795
OIL CHANGE

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
*Up to 5 qts. 5W20 or 5W30 
Motorcraft Oil, Filter, and 
27-point inspection. Most cars+ tax & S.S.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Need a Christmas 
gift idea?

Adogable Pets
Pet Supplies & Grooming Salon

4884 SCC Blvd., SCC, FL 33573 • (813) 419-4972
Mobile Grooming & More (813) 300-7902

Please call for grooming appointments

www.adogablepets.com

Natural and Holistic Foods and Treats

D.I.Y. CLINIC
last Thursday of 
every month, 
5 to 6 p.m.

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

Stormy
Stormy is a beautiful little girl 

who was rescued from a storm 
drain just in the nick of time. 
Luckily she missed all the rain 
that has fallen this week because 
she had enough rain in her life. 
She is high and dry on the cat 
tower or playing with the other 
kittens of C.A.R.E. now. Please 
take home Stormy to her forever 
home. As part of her adoption 
she has been  brought up to date 
on her shots, spayed and micro 
chipped. 

DOB: March 5, 2012.

Hope
Hope is a gorgeous Terrier with a 

bright personality. She was found 
as a lost dog in excellent condi-
tion. Hope knows basic commands 
and even how to shake with both 
paws. Hope acts as if she has nev-
er met a stranger. She also seems 
to like the other dogs. This is an 
awesome gal! Please consider giv-
ing her a forever home! As part of 
her adoption, Hope will be spayed, 
microchipped, and brought current 
on her shots. 

DOB: approx. December 2,   
2010.

Photos Marlene GreenberG
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New location: Suite 201, same plaza

Tuesday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Miriam

MariaAnnette

Annette’s
Beauty Salon
FULL SERVICE SALON

for Men and Women
Corner Hwy. 301 & S.R. 674, 

Suite #108
in Village Plaza (next to Copper Penny)

• Golf Cart Accessible •634-5422

1st Time
Customers

20% Off
Must present ad. Not 
to be combined with 

other offers. 
Exp. 12/31/12

REFER A FRIEND
Both of you will get 20% Off

Must mention ad. Expires 12/31/12

LIC#CAC1816190

Other Services We Provide
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Air Handler Cleaning

• Coil / Blower Motor Cleaning

10% Senior Discount on 
any services

Airduct Cleaning
$34.95*

*Includes 10 vents, 1 main and 1 return
DUST MITES

AMERICAN AIR INC.
813-225-1441

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: A dog with arthritis can be more prone 
to constipation. This is because of the difficulty an 
arthritic dog has assuming the posture to poop. They 
avoid even trying to go, which makes the problem 
worse. Joint supplements and extra fiber in their diet 
can help keep them comfortable.
Drs. Ott, Slaughter, Waldy  & Heaton
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

Bookworm

Open: Tuesday-Saturday • 10-5
Used Paperbacks, Hardbacks
Children’s & Specialty Books!

7414 Commerce St.
Riverview, FL 33578

Bookworms4U@gmail.com

(1 Block west of Hwy. 301, off Riverview Dr.)

(813) 443-0968

Used
Books

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 1/3/13

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15am-6pm • Sat. 7:15am-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 12/13/12

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

This past week, I was asked some 
questions about kingfish: Why are 
they still in the bay? They are out 
there, why? I have my thoughts 
on how could they be in our bay 
waters during December. 
We have had warm, then 
hot, no cold, some mild, 
wonderful weather, and 
the kingfish don’t know 
that it’s winter and they 
are not going south. I 
know that they had a 
“Spring Run,” and a “Fall 
Run,” but they haven’t 
started their “Winter 
Run.” They are just staying around 
relaxing in our warm waterways. 
Many Decembers in the past, 
they were through our waterways 
months earlier. Another reason is 
our waters are full of bait fish and 
they can eat without searching.

Mullet are jumping again in our 
rivers and canals. They are not in 
their prime but are slowly returning 
to our waterways.

Trout is a fish that is a great 
table fare and can be caught in 
our waterways. They are a fish 
that adapts to temperature changes 
well, hot or cold. They survived 
our hearty freeze in 2009, when 
the snook were almost wiped out. 
Look in the grass flats for them as 
they feed.

Another grass flats feeding 
ground fish is the redfish. In the 

early morning or late evening, 
you may see many standing on 
their heads as they eat with their 
tails going back and fourth in the 
air. “Redfish Tailing,” is a sight 

to see. Turn off your 
motor, glide in among 
them. If you leave your 
motor on, they become 
spooked and will scatter 
in all directions. Legal 
take is not less than l8” 
or more than 27”.

Put a circle hook on a 
25 pound test line and 
spend the afternoon 

catching flounder. It would be well 
worth your time, since this flat 
fish has lean white meat, making 
a great fish to grace the best of 
dinner tables. They are a lazy fish. 
If you can’t get them off the sandy 
bottom, try catching them as they 
surface to eat at high or low tide. 
They stay on the bottom so long 
that the bottom side of them is 
pure white.

Not all of the tarpon have 
migrated to the south. Many 
smaller tarpon are still flipping in 
the air around our bay.

Lakes and fresh water rivers are 
teeming with pan fish, bass and 
fresh water catfish.

Have fun, leave a float plan, and 
always fish with a buddy.

By Jonie Maschek

Fish Tales: Kingfish are 
still hanging around

Located in Ruskin’s Vil-
lage Shoppes Flea Market, 
RD Tackle specializes in 
local fishing needs, and is 
always ready of give fish-
ing reports from the Skyway 
Pier to Apollo Beach. The 
tackle it offers is specific to 
this region, providing lures 
and tackle but also ready-to-
fish tackle to eliminate the 
learning curve.

The Ruskin location is the 
second site for the business; 
the other store is in Pinellas 
Park’s Wagon Wheel.

Pompano jigs and teasers 
are sold separately, but also 
pre-tied. This is also avail-
able with mackerel spoons, 
redi-rigs and popping corks/
DOA shrimp rigs.

RD Tackle stocks combos, rods and reels for both fresh and salt water, 
as well as cast nets for baitfish to mullet to crabbing. In addition, they 
have lead: from split-shot to 8-0z. egg sinkers, trolling weights, dipsies, 
pyramids and bank sinkers in all sizes. 

RD Tackle is located in the Village Shoppes Flea Market, 431 19th Ave. 
NE in Ruskin, open Wednesday through Sunday, 10 am. to 5 p.m.

RD Tackle focuses on local fishing needs

The South Shore Democratic Club 
will meet on Thursday, Dec. 13 at 
the South Shore Regional Library, 
15816 Beth Shields Way in Ruskin.

The featured speaker this month 
is Dr. Susan MacManus, Distin-
guished University Professor, 
Department of Government and 
International Affairs, USF  Dr. 
MacManus is a widely recognized 
political analyst who frequently 
appears on WFLA-TV (NBC) and 
can also be heard on WFLA-NEWS 
Radio. Her topic will be “Election 
2012: The Past and the Future.” Her 
focus will be mainly on Florida.

At this meeting the group will 
also hold a Silent Auction which 
will afford members the opportuni-
ty to locate and bid on a “treasure” 
or holiday gift among the lovingly 
used and new items donated by our 
membership.

Join them for an educational and 
fun meeting. The meeting begins at 
1:30 p.m., refreshments at 1 p.m. 
All Democrats and Independents 
are welcome.

‘Election 2012’ is 
focus of South Shore 
Democratic Club meeting

Business slow? Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation of 48,000 papers every 
week! We offer many options in every price range...from classified ads to full 
pages. Call 813-645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative 
today. For more information visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net
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Holiday hounds offered for $65 
adoption donation

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & Animals Sanctuary, inc. is a not-for-prof-
it 501 (c) 3 no-kill Florida corporation in Bradenton that is offering a 
holiday dog adoption for just a $65 donation. All animals are spayed/
neutered, current on shots including Rabies, heartworm check and on 
heartworm prevention, have a take-home packet of brochures, and food 
sample with coupons, microchipped for ID, crate-trained and come with 
30 days of free pet insurance.

In addition to the dogs in the photos, the following animals are avail-
able:

Annie: 2-year-old spayed Pit Bull Terrier female saved from a high-
kill shelter due to age, space and time.

Bernard: 5-year-old dark-red neutered male Lab mix, knows basic 
commands, loves to play, crate trained, OK with children but can be 
protective if he doesn’t know you.

Chase: Approximately 6-year-old yellow neutered male Belgian Shep-
herd/Lab mix, saved from a high-kill shelter - had a growth on head - has 
been removed and he’s ready for a new home, very loving and good 
natured.

Rocco: Approximately 6-year-old tri-color neutered male Jack Russell 
Terrier, very loving and good natured, does not like new dogs at first, 
energetic.

Rocky: 4-year-old black and tan with blue merle patches on his chest 
neutered male Rottweiler/Cattle Dog mix (very pretty & unique!), loves 
to play and go for walks, saved from a high-kill shelter due to heart-
worms (received treatment), and food aggression (would be best in an 
only dog household).

Simba: Approximately 5-year-old yellow-with-white neutered male, 
mixed with Boxer (?) and  Pit Bull Terrier (?). Good with other female 
dogs.

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & Animals Sanctuary relies on the generos-
ity of the community to survive, and receives no government funding or 
grants. Anonymous cash donations can be made at any Bank of America 
to the Horse & Animal Sanctuary Fundraising Account.

Mission statement: To provide a temporary home to homeless animals 
until a permanent adoptive home can be found. To provide a permanent 
home to animals that can not be adopted. Also to help educate the public 
about adopting and taking care of homeless animals to help the county 
in becoming a “no-kill” community where no adoptable animal is eutha-
nized just for lack of space and time.

Visit www.NapierFamilyFarm.com. Mailing address: 20010 East SR 
64, Bradenton, FL 34212 or call (941) 750-8185. Hours are by appoint-
ment only. 100% of donations go to caring for the animals and are tax-
deductible as allowed by law.

Maddie: 1-year-old tri-color spayed female Beagle mix, knows basic 
commands, loves to play, crate trained, friendly, full of energy. 

Mandy: 5-year-old dark-red spayed female Lab mix, knows basic 
commands, loves to play, crate trained, friendly. 

Teddy:  Approx. 5 year old yellow with white neutered male Chihua-
hua. Good with other dogs, best with no children. 

Learn about 
Reserve Responder 
Program

An open house is scheduled for 
those interested in applying for the 
Reserve Responder Program. This 
recruitment event will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 15, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. at Hillsborough County Fire 
Rescue Headquarters, 2709 E. 
Hanna Ave. in Tampa.

The Reserve Responder Program 
will be effective January 1, 2013. 
The highlights of the program in-
clude:
u fostering of volunteerism in 

fire rescue
u building a pool of eligible 

candidates for future employment
u opportunities for promoting 

workforce diversity
u full accountability with con-

sistent staffing, training levels and 
experience
u enhanced safety and effec-

tiveness through the addition of re-
servists to existing career crews

Through the Reserve Responder 
Program, volunteers who meet the 
minimum criteria are eligible to be 
a Reserve Firefighter I; Reserve 
Firefighter II; Reserve Firemedic 
I; Reserve Paramedic; Reserve 
Fire Officer; Reserve Specialist; or 
sit on the Reserve Advisory Com-
mittee.

The full Fire Rescue Volunteer 
Transition Plan is available on-
line.

This plan is the result of a Task 
Force was assembled after a Per-
formance Audit report was pre-
sented to the Board on Sept. 19, 
2012, to help shape a future vol-
unteer model, evaluate the current 
program, and to propose options 
for the future. The committees of 
this Task Force included represen-
tatives from three volunteer asso-
ciations, County staff, and other 
subject-matter experts.

Hillsborough County Fire Res-
cue started as an all-volunteer 
organization in the 1950s, and 
hired its first full-time career fire-
fighters in 1973. Since then, the 
department has steadily evolved 
into one of the largest, most pro-
gressive departments in the state, 
answering more than 80,000 calls 
per year. Currently, Fire Rescue 
maintains 42 fire and one rescue 
station, and equips more than 890 
career firefighters and paramedics, 
in addition to approximately 175 
volunteer firefighters.

Southshore Regional Library
Adult program/event highlights

15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin • (813) 634-1396

Internet: Introduction and Google - Thursday, Dec. 6, 12:12 p.m.
Introduction to the Internet and related terminology. Learn how to use 

Google to find information and tips for evaluating what you find.  Basic 
mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended. Limit: 20

No-Fuss Foods: Holiday Appetizers- Friday, Dec. 7, 11 a.m.
    & Monday, Dec. 10, 6 p.m.
Cooking delicious and nutritious meals does not need to take a lot of 

time or cost a lot of money. Join Rowena Sjovall of No-Fuss Foods as 
she demonstrates a budget-friendly holiday appetizer recipe that is sure 
to wow friends and family. Free samples! Seating limit: 20. Register in 
advance at the Information Desk or call 813-273-3652. Funding pro-
vided by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

Adult Writing Workshop - Monday, Dec. 10, 1 p.m.
Connect with local writers to discuss all aspects of the writing process. 

Inspire, encourage, and exchange ideas. Opportunities to share writings 
and receive feedback will be available. If you’ve ever wanted to be a 
writer, this is the group for you! All levels of writers are welcome.

Windows 7: Introduction and Computer Basics - Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
12:15 p.m.

Learn the parts of a window, how to navigate in the Windows environ-
ment, and file management. Learn about the parts and basic terminology 
of computers. Also covers basic purchasing considerations.  Limit: 20

eBooks for Tablets & SmartPhones - Wednesday, Dec. 12, 10:15 
a.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 
a Android, Blackberry, iPad, iPhone or Windows 7 devices using a free 
app. Learn how to register for a free Adobe ID to wirelessly check out 
and download library eBooks to an electronic tablet. Presented by the 
Tampa Bay Library Consortium  Limit: 20

Hottest Tech Toys for the Holiday Season - Wednesday, Dec. 12, 3 
p.m.

Need help sorting through the hottest technology this holiday season? 
Get an unbiased look at the latest phones, computers, gaming systems 
and more. This is a Web-based program available at SouthShore Library 
or by login from any remote location with Internet access. Presented by 
LearnSurge. 

SouthShore Needle People - Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.
Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 

about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome!  
Bring a project and ask us questions!

Teen/Adult Acrylic Painting - Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.
Teens and adults will join art instructor Cory Wright and explore some 

techniques with acrylic paint. Limit 22. Registration required at either 
the Information Desk or by calling 813-273-3652. 

Internet: Viruses, Spyware, Phishing Scams and More! - Thurs-
day, Dec. 13, 12:15 p.m.

Learn how to surf the Internet while avoiding common scams and pit-
falls that can compromise your security. Learn about different types of 
malicious software, how they get on the personal computer, how to re-
move them, and precautions to take when using the internet. Limit: 20

Florida Wildlife Series - Friday, Dec. 14, 4:30 p.m.
Meet a Park Ranger from Lettuce Lake Park and learn more about 

Florida’s wildlife. This month’s topic is Alligators and Other Florida 
Reptiles. 

Membership with the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 
helps provide the funding for free programs offered at the Library.  If you 
would be interested in becoming a Member of the Friends of the Library, 
please call Jim Duffy at (813) 634-1396: www.southshorefriends.com.

Farm Share Holiday Food 
Giveaway set for Dec. 14
The annual Farm Share 

Holiday Food Giveaway 
will be held on Thursday, 
Dec. 14 from 10 a.m. to 
noon.  

The giveaway, which in-
cludes fresh food donated 
by Florida’s farmers, will 
be held at Redeemer Com-
munity Church located at 
9230 Ridge Road in New 
Port Richey. All needy families 
are welcome.

Every year, more than 500 
families are provided with 
food and other items they need 
to have a complete holiday din-
ner. In addition to food from 
Farm Share, donations from 

Publix, AT&T and other indi-
viduals and organizations make 
the event possible.

For more information about 
the giveaway, contact the office 
of Representative Mike Fasano 
at (727) 848-5885.

Experience 
millions of Lights 
at Sarasota Jungle 
Gardens

Sarasota Jungle Gardens kicks 
off the holiday season with its 11th 
annual Holiday Lights celebration, 
Millions of Lights  Magical Nights. 
Opening night is Friday, Dec. 7 at 
6 p.m. and the celebration contin-
ues through Dec. 9 and then again 
Dec. 14 through Dec. 24.

The traditional family-friendly 
event brings holiday joy to the 
jungle. Guests can decorate cook-
ies, take a stroll down Candy Cane 
Lane, a new event feature, and 
roast s’mores and hot dogs around 
one of the many holiday fire pits.

Master magician Nathan Coe 
Marsh will take the stage twice 
each night, at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
Santa will be on hand for fun fam-
ily photos and the Cory Music 
Show will perform live holiday 
songs and sing-a-longs.

Adult admission is $11 and chil-
dren 3-12 are $6. Children under 
age 2 are free. All prices are plus 
tax. Coupons, discounts or other 
offers are not valid for special 
events. Visit SarasotaJungleGar-
dens.com for a complete schedule. 
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer

Assoc. Pastor Derek Hoven
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

Area Places of Worship

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil ................. 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH - United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329

A Caring Church United in God’s Love Serving Our Community

All Are Welcome!
Rev. Dr. Jean M. Simpson • Worship Service 10:00 a.m.

(813) 634-1304 • www.uccinscc.org

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. .................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)
11:00 a.m ........................................Hispanic Worship
4:00 p.m. ........................................Hispanic Worship

Senior Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Robert Chaple

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Robert G. Wiley, Interim Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Changing Services? Having a special event?
Advertise it in The Observer News, The SCC Observer and The Current. 
Just call (813) 645-3111 and ask to speak to a sales representative.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.uuofscc.org

Without the abundance of the heart nothing great can 
happen. — Paul Tillich

Area Obituaries

Robert Barrows 
Gardiner

Robert Barrows Gardiner, Jr., 77, of 
Sun City Center, FL, died peacefully on 
November 27, 2012 at LifePath Hospice 
with his devoted wife, Jacqueline (Lynn), 
and his Border Collie dog, Charles, by 
his side. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Robert Barrows Gardiner 
and Dorothy (Jenner) Gardiner (Storrs, 
CT) and sister Dorothy Lackman 
(Ashford, CT).

Bob was born on August 29, 1935 in 
Willimantic, CT and raised in Storrs, CT 
on Maple View Farm. As a young man, 
he worked on the family farm delivering 
milk in the early morning hours before 
school. He often regaled the family with 
funny stories of the many interesting 
characters who found their way to the 
farm seeking employment during the 
Depression Years. He was captain of 
the football team, wearing number 32 
as center at Windham High School. 
There he met his first wife, Dianna Volle. 
They married shortly after graduation in 
1952, and together raised four children 
in Storrs, CT.  Bob operated the 300-
acre family dairy farm from 1953-1967.  
He earned a B.A. in history from the 
University of Connecticut in 1971, and 
attended Western New England School 
of Law for two years. He obtained a CT 
real estate broker’s license in 1967. 
He then pursued, as his passion, 
a 45-year career in real estate. He 
opened his first real estate agency on 
High Street in Willimantic, CT in 1972. 
He moved to Florida in 1982, and 
expanded his real estate activities in 
1983 by opening an office in downtown 
Tampa for Gardiner Appraisal Services, 
Inc. He was a Florida State Certified 
Residential Appraiser from 1990–2004. 
He appraised over 8,000 homes, 
condos, apartments, and land, many in 
the Greater Tampa Bay Area, during his 
30 years of appraising in both CT and 
FL. He held both CT and FL real estate 
broker licenses for many years. Bob’s 
second wife, Lorraine Prevost, was his 
partner in life and in real estate for 21 
years; she predeceased him in 1997. 
He was Broker-Owner of RE/MAX 
First Realty located in the South Shore 
area of Hillsborough County from 1992 
to1996.

Bob’s love of selling homes was 
evident throughout this life. He said 
he especially liked to work with 
homebuyers because he felt he had 
a special ability to know exactly what 
homebuyers wanted after talking with 
them. Selling homes made him happy.  
He was continually striving to provide 
the best representation possible to all 
his customers.

At the time of his death, he was 
proudly associated with the Flo Vachon 
Team at Keller Williams Realty South 
Shore in Sun City Center, FL.

He married his beloved wife, 
Jacqueline (Lynn) in 1998, with whom 
he shared a deep love of animals 
and literature. Together they traveled 
to national parks and other beautiful 
regions of the country, creating many 
treasured memories. Bob loved 
watching sporting events on television 
and reading about the events and 
personalities of World War II.

Bob was an avid sports fan — 
especially of the UCONN Huskies and 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers — and 
never missed a Bucs game. He was 
also a passionate soccer fan, serving 
as a college soccer referee for the 
University of Connecticut and other 
schools throughout New England during 
the 1970s. He was business manager 
and part-owner, with good friend Paul 
Ingram, of the Connecticut Wildcats, 

the first major league Pro-Soccer team 
in the state from 1971 to 1973.

Bob acquired a private pilot’s license 
during the 1970s, and he often said 
flying was the “most fun” thing he ever 
did.

He received an award as Rotarian 
of the Year 2001-2003 from Rotary 
International - the South Shore Rotary 
Club.

He was a man of deep religious faith 
whose membership with the Ruskin 
United Methodist Church in Ruskin, 
FL., and the First Baptist Church of 
Mansfield in Storrs, CT brought many 
kind people, warm memories and 
spiritual comfort to his life.

Bob was also a member of the choir 
at Ruskin United Methodist Church.

He is survived by his loving wife 
Jacqueline (Lynn) of 14 years, his 4 
children and their spouses: Robin and 
David Gooch of Coventry, CT, Bill and 
Beth Gardiner of Gilroy, CA, Andy and 
Kris Gardiner of Storrs, CT, Catherine 
and Charlie Fenech of San Francisco, 
CA; his sister Shirley Corcoran of 
Mansfield Center, CT; his sisters-in 
law Stephanie Coppola of Wyckoff, NJ 
and Victoria Spain of Sun City Center, 
FL; plus 10 grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, many cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

His children would like to express 
special thanks to his wife, Jacqueline 
(Lynn), for her unwavering devotion — 
especially in his last weeks — and also 
for the remarkable care and comfort 
provided by Flo and Tim Vachon, 
Reverends Richard Nussel, Hal Jeffery 
and David Looney of Ruskin United 
Methodist Church, and the dedicated 
professionals at South Bay and 
Brandon Regional Hospital and the Sun 
City Center LifePath Hospice House.

After cremation, internment will be in 
the family plot at Spring Hill Cemetery 
in Mansfield, CT. In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that you remember Bob by 
making a donation to the Ruskin United 
Methodist Church, P.O. Box 745, 
Ruskin, FL, or the First Baptist Church 
of Mansfield, 945 Storrs Rd., Storrs, CT 
06268. 

A memorial service will be held 
on December 18th at 11 a.m. at the 
Ruskin United Methodist Church in 
Ruskin, FL.

Lloyd W. Miller
Lloyd W. Miller, loving husband, 

father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather passed peacefully on 
October 31, 2012 at the hospice center, 
Liza’s Place, in Wheeling, WV, near his 
eldest daughter’s home.

He was born in June, 1923 to Susan 
and Harry Miller of New Kensington, 
PA. He was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Gail Jones.

He is survived by his wife Gloria; four 
children, Cheryl Sprague (Gary), Loyette 
Mathias (David), Lloyd Miller (Sally), 
Baron Miller (Mary); 13 grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren.

Lloyd was a WWII Navy veteran, 
serving active duty on the USS Oberon 
in both the Atlantic and Pacific invasions 
and he was the recipient of six bronze 
stars.

Upon retiring from Dowty Meco in 
1986 as a sales engineer, he moved 
to Sun City Center, Florida, where 
he was actively involved with the 
Emergency and Security Squads. He 
enthusiastically participated in the sport 
of lawn bowling and enjoyed traveling 
with his wife and spending time with his 
family and friends.

Lloyd was put to rest at the National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies on Friday, 
November 23, 2012.

Memorials can be made to: Life Path 
Hospice, 12973 N. Telecom Parkway, 
Suite 100, Temple Terrace, FL 33637.

Ruth Healan
4/30/17 - 11/10/12

The family wishes to 
extend their heartfelt 

thanks to the staff of the  
Sun Terrace  

Health Center
for their tender, 

compassionate care of 
our dear Mother. 

We will remember always.
Glenda Gillham, 

Ron Healan 
& family

Thank you

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546
10422 South U.S. Hwy. 301 • Riverview

8002 Gunn Hwy., Tampa

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more

Tucker to address 
Fellowship

On Thursday, Dec. 6, at 7:30 
p.m., the guest speaker at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sun City Center will be the 
Rev. Dr. Robert P. Tucker, PhD.,                             
Minister Emeritus of the U.U. 
Congregation of Lakeland.

In preparation for honoring Ha-
nukkah, his sermon topic will be 
“The Lights of Freedom.”

The Fellowship meets in the 
Henry Gibson Social Hall of the 
Beth Israel Synagogue, 1115 E. 
Del Webb Blvd. All are welcome. 

J.A.M. recently performed at 
Aston Gardens Courtyard.

J.A.M. celebrates 
community Christmas

J.A.M. (Jesus and Me) Chil-
dren’s Performance Choir of the 
United Methodist Church of Sun 
City Center, recently performed at 
Aston Gardens Courtyards and the 
Kiwanis Club’s Christmas Party, 
ringing in the Christmas season.  

They also appear in Wall to Wall 
Christmas at the Rollins Theater.  

J.A.M. was formed in February 
to support the music/worship arts 
component of Kidz Klub at the 
church.  The children perform dur-
ing worship services the second 
Sunday of each month.   

For further information, contact 
Pat Hill, Director of Ministries, 
at the United Methodist Church, 
(813) 634-2539.
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Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Come join us to 
learn about God’s 

Word and salvation 
in Jesus Christ

Area Places of Worship

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.
Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 

during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall between Services.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

Spiritual Leader

Rev. Sue Meixner
813-362-0806
sue@alterways.com

Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Sun City Center 

Chamber of Commerce
1651 Sun City Center Plaza

New Thought ChurchReligious Science/SOM

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

 BETH ISRAEL The Jewish Congregation  
of Sun City Center,  

1115 Del Webb Blvd. E.  Sun City Center    (813)634-2590    
SHABBAT SERVICES  FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:30 PM 

TORAH STUDY  SATURDAY AT 12 NOON 
 MORNING SERVICES 2ND AND 4TH SATURDAY 10AM                          

EVERYONE IS WELCOME  

SIMPLE CREMATION
	 $925

Complete, No Add-Ons

813-645-6130
Zipperer’s Funeral Home

1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.ZipperersFuneralHome.com

Musical events highlight the 
season at St. John the Divine 
Episcopal Church 

St. John the Divine Episcopal 
Church has an array of musical 
events planned to celebrate the 
Advent Christmas season at the 
church’s Sun City Center location:
u Saturday, Dec. 8 - South 

Shore Symphony Orchestra pres-
ents “Celebrate the Season”  at 3 
p.m.  In addition to Chanukah and 
Christmas holiday music, there 
will be raffle prizes and a bake 
sale. Tickets are $12, available at 
the church office, at the door or at 
www.thessso.org. 
u Wednesday, Dec. 13 - 11 

a.m. The Women of St. John the 
Divine hold their annual Christ-
mas program, with Chuck Wirick 
presenting a Christmas program 
titled “A Pioneer Christmas,” fol-
lowed by a Christmas luncheon 
with the Women of St. John the 
Divine at the SCC campus.
u Saturday, Dec. 15 -  Christ-

mas dinner at 6 p.m., followed by 
music from the Redemption Band 
with Christmas Specials. 

The Sun City Center campus 
of St. John the Divine Episcopal 
Church is 1015 Del Webb Blvd.

Friendship Baptist 
gets set for the 
holidays

The folks at Sun City Center’s 
Friendship Baptist Church have 
filled their calendar with events 
for the month of December:

Saturday, Dec. 8, 11 p.m. - 
Memorial service for Ellouise 
Forte, the church organist, who 
joined her Savior in her new life in 
November.

Sunday, Dec. 9, 6 p.m. - The 
choir, directed by Robin Marshall, 
will present a Christmas Cantata.

Saturday, Dec. 15, 5 p.m. - The 
church Christmas Party, to be 
held at the Lawn Bowling Room. 
“Girls bring girl gifts; men bring 
men gifts.” Gifts should not cost 
more than $10.

Friendship Baptist Church is 
located at 1511 El Rancho Dr. in 
SCC. For information, call Thelma 
Crosby at 813-642-0911.

Multimedia Christmas celebration at Trinity Baptist
The Trinity Baptist Church music ministry presents “Prophecy and 

Atonement Fulfilled,” a multimedia Christmas celebration and sing-
along, at 6 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 9.

All are invited to join as they explore music and the Bible for the an-
swer to why Christians celebrate the birth of a Jewish baby born 2,000 
years ago.  

Trinity Baptist is located at 702 Del Webb Blvd W. in SCC. Admission 
is free and all are welcome.  Call 813-634-4228 for more information.

Trinity Baptist Church members and friends recently gathered to 
decorate the church for the Christmas Season. Under the direc-
tion of Paula Conners, the group spent the morning putting up the 
Christmas trees, wreaths, etc., both inside and outside the church.  

United Methodist Church to perform  
‘A Thrill of Hope’ choral cantata 

Holiday Concert at United Community Church
The community is invited and welcomed to “A Tribute to the Holiday 

Classics,” at the United Community Church, 1501 La Jolla Ave.
The concert will feature some of Sun City Center’s own talent:   Vocal-

ist Bill Barker will be accompanied by Robert Winslow on keyboards 
and Michael James on percussion.  They will be joined by Jo Winslow, 
Troy Coman, Al Spatola, and talented newcomer to our town, Eileen 
Valentino.  

Enjoy a delightful afternoon of well-known holiday songs on Sunday, 
Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. The cost is $10 per person. 

For further information, call the church at (813 634-1304.

The Chancel Choir, Praise Team, 
Handbells and Instrumental En-
semble from the United Method-
ist Church of Sun City Center will 
be performing the new Joel Raney 
cantata entitled “A Thrill of Hope” 
on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 9 a.m. and 
again at 10:55 a.m.  

Based on the line from the well-
known Christmas song, “O Holy 
Night,” this extended choral work 
weaves together almost two dozen 
holiday carols and songs in four 
movements. “A Thrill of Hope” 
will be performed by the Church’s 

fine 60-voice Chancel Choir with 
handbells, flute, oboe, horn, vio-
lin, cello, piano, narrators and im-
agery.  

Prior to the presentation of the 
cantata, there will be a time of 
worship led by the OASIS Praise 
Team, and Kathy Straub will be 
singing her special rendition of “O 
Holy Night.”  

The services will conclude with 
the singing of “O Come, All ye 
Faithful.”  

For additional information about 
this and other special community 
events at the United Methodist 
Church of Sun City Center, contact 
Jeff Jordan, Director of Worship 
Arts, at (813) 634-2539 or (813) 
260-0153. 

The United Methodist Church 
is located at 1210 Del Webb Blvd. 
West.

Listen to the 
sounds of 
Christmas at 
Prince of Peace

The Prince of Peace Concert Se-
ries continues with its third concert 
of the season, featuring the joyful 
sounds of Christmas, on Sunday, 
Dec. 16 at 4 p.m. 

The concert will feature the joint 
choirs of Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church and SCC United Method-
ist Church. 

The choir will be conducted by 
Jeff Jordan with Keith Rasmussen 
as organist. Included in the musi-
cal selections will be the Vivaldi 
Gloria and other Christmas favor-
ites. 

The concert is open to the public 
and free of charge. A free will of-
fering will be accepted, however.

Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
is located at 702 Valley Forge Blvd 
in Sun City Center. 

For more information, please 
visit www.popcc.org or call (813) 
634-2328.
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Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~

ELECtroLySIS $40 per ½-hour

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572
Call for appt. 813-244-0341

A TOUCH OF CARE
CNA, Home Care, looking to watch your loved one. Reasonable rates

Call 813-244-0341

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant
Chairman & C.E.O.
Payant Financial 

Services, Inc.

Valencia Lakes 
Resident 

since 2005

E-mail Tom at
tpayant@payantfinancial.com

to receive your 
Complimentary

Weekly Market Update 
by e-mail.

Retirement Income Investment Solutions

Securities and insurance services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through 
Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

Call for your personal
session today!

813-633-7333

1653 Sun City Center Plaza • Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Goodson
Produce
Market

C.R. 672 E. (3-1/3 miles east of 301) Balm, FL
(813) 634-7790

• STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE
• MILKSHAKES
• SANDWICHES

• FRESH VEGETABLES
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. -6 p.m. 

NOW OPEN!

Moving to expanded suite next door
to our current location!

PAYING FULL PRICE FOR MEDS?
GENERICS such as

Cymbalta, Viagra, Celebrex etc.
Available through our 4 International Pharmacies

    Canadian Meds South
813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

200 Frandorson Cir. • Ste. 101
New Suite # - Larger Space!
Behind the Radiant Gas Station
APOLLO BEACH

Also serving SCC 
at Kings Point Main 

Clubhouse, 
Tues. & Thurs. 10-2

THE 2011

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

Cymbalta
Viagra
Celebrex

Dear EarthTalk: What are 
the new nutrition standards for 
school lunches that have some 
students boycotting their cafete-
rias and discarding the food?     

-- Melissa M., Trenton, NJ

Indeed, some 31 million Ameri-
can kids participating in the fed-
erally supported National School 
Lunch Program have been get-
ting more whole grains, beans, 
fruits and vegetables in their di-
ets—whether they like it or not. 
The change is due to new school 
meal standards unveiled by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) last January, per the or-
der of 2010’s Healthy, Hunger-
Free Kids Act. The new standards 
are based on the Institute of Medi-
cine’s science-based recommen-
dations, and are the first upgrade 
to nutritional standards for school 
meals since 1995 when low- and 
no-fat foods were all the rage.

The non-profit Environmental 
Working Group (EWG) believes 
the new standards represent an im-
portant milestone in efforts to im-
prove the dietary habits and health 
of increasingly obese American 
kids. “Schools’ misguided reliance 
on processed foods for speedy, 
low-labor cost production, indus-
try’s $1.6 billion in child-targeted 
advertising and a lack of faith 
in our children’s dietary curios-
ity [have] created a generation of 
‘picky eaters’ with dull palates,” 
reports the group. “With nearly 17 

percent of America’s children now 
clinically obese and a staggering 
32 percent overweight, the time is 
long past to address the unhealthy 
food environments our children 
live in.”

The new standards limit calories 
per meal to 850 for high school 
meals, 700 for middle school and 
650 for elementary and more than 
double the mandated minimum 
servings of fruits and vegetables 
while reducing the sodium, satu-
rated fats and trans fats in school 
kids’ diets. Whole-grain foods, 
beans and dark green and orange 
vegetables such as broccoli, spin-
ach, carrots and sweet potatoes 
have replaced things like pizza 
and French fries as staple items in 
schools that follow the program.

Of course, not everybody likes 
the changes. Lunch strikes, Face-
book protest pages, Twitter cam-
paigns, YouTube parody videos 
and other means have been uti-
lized coast-to-coast to voice op-
position to the healthier meals. 
Some affected cafeterias blame 
the new smaller portions and 
healthier fare for causing as much 
as a 70 percent drop-off in school 
lunch program participation since 
the new standards took effect. 

Psychologists understand that 
kids may not come around to new 
foods right away but will even-
tually eat them—so the federal 
government and most participat-
ing schools are sticking to their 
guns. And the USDA says that if 
a school “encounters significant 
hardships employing the new cal-
orie requirements, we stand ready 
to work with them quickly and ef-
fectively to remedy the situation 
with additional flexibilities.”

The benefits of the new stan-
dards far outweigh the costs. 
“School meals can help children 
develop healthy eating habits—or 
they can prime them for a life of 
poor health and unnecessary suf-
fering,” says EWG. 

EWG lauds the new standards 
for significantly expanding access 
to and appreciation of nourishing 
food. Whether they can help shift 
eating norms across the country 
remains to be seen, but regard-
less millions of American kids 
will likely now get their healthiest 
meals of the day on a tray in their 
school cafeterias.

EarthTalk® is written and ed-
ited by Roddy Scheer and Doug 
Moss and is a registered trademark 
of E - The Environmental Maga-
zine (www.emagazine.com).

EarthTalk®Hillsborough Libraries offer free 
downloadable audiobooks and 
eBooks — anytime, anywhere 

The Hillsborough County Public Library Cooperative offers free 
best-selling and classic audiobooks and eBooks, music and video se-
lections 24 hours a day, seven days a week, at hcplc.lib.overdrive.
com. 

Hillsborough County library-card holders may download best-sell-
ing novels, well-known classics, self-improvement guides, and much 
more to a computer or mobile device to enjoy from the comfort of 
home, or just about anywhere life takes them.

With hundreds of selections to choose from, the collection of down-
loadable materials is guaranteed to have something for everyone. 
And, there are no late fees. Downloaded selections simply disappear 
from a patron’s device at the end of the lending period.

This service, powered by OverDrive, is free with a Hillsborough 
County library card and is available for just about any device with 
a screen, including Kindle, Nook, Sony Reader, eBook readers, An-
droid, BlackBerry, iPhone/iPad/iPod/ iPod touch, Windows Phone, 
MP3 players, and is compatible for Windows and Mac.

To download free audiobooks and eBooks
1. Have your Hillsborough County library card ready. Don’t have 

one? They’re free for residents. Just visit any public library in Hills-
borough County to apply in person, or visit hcplc.org and click on Get 
a Card for details and to download an application.

2. Visit hcplc.lib.overdrive.com to browse the collection and select 
up to 10 items to download.

3. Follow the prompts to install the necessary free software for the 
preferred device.

4. Download and enjoy the selection!
Downloadable Music and Streaming Video

Hillsborough library card holders can also get three free music 
downloads each week from the Sony Music Entertainment Catalog 
through an online service called Freegal, onto any MP3 player, iPod, 
Smartphone, laptop or tablet computer. The free service offers hun-
dreds of thousands of songs in 100 genres of music through more than 
50 record labels. In addition, library-card holders can watch stream-
ing documentaries and informational videos through Access Video 
on Demand.

For questions or help to get started using any of the free library 
services, call 813-273-3652 or visit hcplc.org.

Creative Gift Boxes
Regarding the “how” of getting 

free or low-cost gift boxes, here’s a 
great idea that I read about just last 
night in a book on gift-wrapping. 
Use spray paint on ordinary boxes 
that food and consumer goods are 
packaged in to hide any lettering, 
logos, etc. that may be on the out-
side. 

You can apply embellishments 
like stenciling, sponging, stamp-
ing, charms, stickers, decorative 
painting, yarn, small toys, fab-
ric scraps, snippets of lace, silk 
flowers, ribbon roses, old greet-
ing cards, etc. to make your gift 
package look even prettier and to 
camouflage any damaged areas on 
the box. 

Not only will you be spared the 
expense of buying those expen-
sive, store-bought gift boxes, but 
also you’re helping the environ-
ment by recycling what would 
normally end up in a landfill into a 
gift box that’s truly distinctive and 
one-of-a-kind!

Lynn

Holiday Table Settings
If you are having a larger crowd 

for a holiday dinner, etc., having 
nice dinner plates for your table is 
possible. Just watch for pretty or 
bone china plates in thrift stores. 
Each can be purchased for about 
$0.50, and the different patterns 
will make your table look beauti-
ful. This is a great idea for people 
just starting out with new house-
holds. Also, the plates can be used 
for gifts filled with homemade 
candies, baked goods, etc.

Dru T.

Want to live better on the money 
you already make? Visit www.
stretcher.com/index.cfm?TipsSyn 
to find hundreds of articles to help 
you stretch your day and your 
dollar! Copyright 2012 Dollar 
Stretcher, Inc.
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Sun City Dental Center
Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

General Dentist

633-2636 727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.
*Have your Upper and Lower Full Dentures made in just one week in 

our own In-House Denture lab
*Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/type of  case. 

• Our Lab Tech Has 41+ Years of 
 Experience
• Same Day Relines and Repairs
• New Dentures and Partials
• Fillings, Crowns and Bridges
• Focused on Economical Treatment Choices

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

0140. Limit one per patient.
Exp. 12/31/12

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 12/31/12

 0210 0110

Our Own In-House Denture Lab
New Patients and Emergencies Are Always Welcome

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the 
right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment 

which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the advertisement for the free service, examina-
tion or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case

Two for 
$39.99

Golf Club at Cypress Creek
1011 Cypress Village Blvd. • Ruskin

Please call for reservation

813-440-4576  Ext. 2

2 Soups or Salads

2 Entrees
Balsamic Salmon

Roasted Lamb Shank
6 oz. Petite Filet Steak

Chicken Marsala

2 Desserts

1 Complimentary 
Bottle of wine

Available for dinner Wednesday 
through Saturday.

Tax and gratuity not included

Thursday
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
Build Your Own Pasta Night

$11.95
• Your choice of Angel Hair, Penne or Fettuccini
• Your choice of Alfredo, Marinara or Pink 
Vodka Sauce
• Your choice of Chicken, Shrimp or Bolognese

Includes salad 
Tax and gratuity not included

Prime Rib 
Wednesdays

8 oz................. $14.95
12 oz............... $16.95
14 oz..............  $18.95

Includes salad and sides  
Tax and gratuity not included

INCLUDES:

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
the holidays at the Chamber of 
Commerce! The front porch and 
the banquet room are festooned 
with giant wreaths deco-
rated with bows and blue 
and silver ornaments. 
And there are trees in 
various places, lights 
twinkling and branches 
overloaded with birds, 
balls, seashells and any-
thing else we found to 
go on them.

Here and there, on 
bookcases and table 
tops, we have garlands and candle 
displays. Even the fishbowls are 
dressed up with ribbon.

Tis the season to put out the 
“good stuff” including those spe-
cial plates and crystal glasses. No 
plastic for the next four weeks!

The Dittmar condo looks ne-
glected by contrast. I haven’t had 
time to buy lights for the yard, let 
alone put them up! If nothing else, 
I want to get a wreath for the front 
door so the neighbors don’t con-
sider me a total Bah-Humbug!

Most of our energy this week 
is being expended decorating a 
golf cart for this weekend’s Golf 
Cart Parade in Sun City Center. 
We wanted something special this 
year, so we roped in some retired 
builders to design a frame which 
will hopefully transform a plain 
cart into Santa’s sleigh. Keep your 
fingers crossed. Right now it looks 
more like the framework for No-
ah’s Ark.

The more volunteers we bring 
into the project, the more it takes 
on a life (and shape) of its own. 
Hopefully we won’t be laughed 
off the streets.

The Golf Cart Parade is my offi-
cial kick-off of the holiday season. 
The entire community is either in 
the parade, or lining the streets 

watching all the carts 
go by. There are plenty 
of “Santas” and elves 
abounding, and it’s 
hard to tell which Mrs. 
Claus goes with which 
Mr. Claus. And did I 
mention the reindeer 
antler headbands?

This year’s theme is 
“Tis the Sea-son” so 
I’m expecting to see 

lots of floats with seashells, dol-
phins and manatees. Maybe even 
a palm tree or two with tinsel and 
strands of popcorn. It’s the per-
fect theme for our area. After all, 
it looks a little odd having snow-
men and snowflakes when it’s 80 
degrees and we’re still wearing 
shorts and flip-flops.

They’ve expanded the route this 
year and Minto, our local develop-
er, has ponied up $5000 in prizes 
for the best decorated carts. That’s 
plenty of motivation for our resi-
dents, clubs, businesses and orga-
nizations to put out their best!

After the parade, I’m going to 
celebrate a personal achievement – 
surviving breast cancer for twenty 
years. This milestone anniversary 
is this weekend, and I think I de-
serve a little whoop-de-do to com-
memorate the occasion! If you feel 
like it, hoist a glass of something in 
honor of someone you know who 
was diagnosed with the Big C and 
give them a shout-out. They’ve 
earned it.

Meantime, I’m heading to the 
store hoping to find that wreath 
and some lights. Wish me luck!

By Dana Dittmar, 
Executive Director 
SCC Chamber of 
Commerce

You, me and business:  
Tis the season for a parade

Support Local Business
Shop Local
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SR 674

U
S 

30
1

Publix Wal-Mart

Ray’s Golf 
Carts

December

FREE
Battery 

Inspection/
Testing

HUGE SAVINGS on New & Reconditioned Carts

We go the 
extra mile 
for you!

Corner of SCC Blvd. & US 301
813-634-6646

$500
Off

New and 
Reconditioned
GOLF CARTS
Must present coupon

on arrival

CLUB CAR Precedents
starting at 

$4295
(base spec)

Cart Path 
Accessible

Starting
Wed., 
Dec. 5

thru
Fri., 

Dec. 14

up to

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

Over

1979

AWESOME

813-419-4325

Traditional New England Seafood & More!

®

Special Interest in:

Hospital Privileges at:

 RIVERVIEW SUN CITY CENTER
 13142 Elk Mountain Dr. 819 Cypress Village Blvd.
 Riverview, FL 33579 Ruskin, FL 33573

 813-672-8440 813-634-5858
We Accept Most Insurances

 Satya Gullapalli, M.D. Cecil Sue-Wah-Sing, M.D. Jocelyn Bueno, M.D.

PRIME CARE OF TAMPA BAY
Where You ALWAYS See a Doctor

Caring for you at our Sun City Center 
location since 2005

We care for you in our offices, 
hospitals & nursing facilities

ACCEPTING NEW 
PATIENTS

The Manatee County Agriculture 
and Extension Service is offering a 
variety of free educational classes 
for December, 2012. 
Registration instructions

Unless otherwise noted, all 
classes are free and are held at 
the Manatee County Agriculture 
and Extension Service, 1303 17th 
St. West in Palmetto. Minimum 
workshop size is required; 
workshop size is limited. Register 
in advance online via website at 
http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu or call 
941-722-4524 for all workshops.
n Saturday, Dec. 8, 9-11 a.m. 
- Extension Master Gardener 
Plant ID Tour: Stroll through 

De Soto National Memorial and 
Riverview Point Preserve to learn 
more about Florida’s native plants 
and inhabitants of a coastal habi-
tat.  Suitable for all ages. The hike 
begins in the parking area of the 
De Soto National Memorial Park 
at 8250 DeSoto Memorial High-
way, Bradenton, and enters into 
the Riverview Preserve. Call the 
Extension Master Gardeners to 
register.
n Tuesday, Dec. 11, 6-8 p.m. 
– Clean It Green: Many com-
mercial cleaners are not only hard 
on your wallet, they also contain 
harsh chemicals that can harm the 
environment. Learn how to make 

inexpensive, effective, and envi-
ronmentally friendly cleaners for 
your glass, floors, and more from 
a few simple products you may 
already have on hand. Presented 
by Samantha Kennedy, Extension 
Agent.
n Thursday, Dec. 13, 2:30-4 p.m.  
– Manatee Energy Efficiency 
Project (Meep): Would you like 
to learn how to be more energy 
smart? Then sign up now!  Top-
ics include: Energy & Money; The 
Home Envelope; Biggest Energy 
Wasters; How Can You Be More 
Efficient?; and Energy Incentive 
Programs. Participants will receive 
a free Energy Conservation Kit - 
$200 value! (One per household, 
please). Presented by Samantha 
Kennedy, Extension Agent. 
n Saturday, Dec. 15, 9-11 a.m. 
- Extension Master Gardener 
Plant ID Tour: Stroll through 
Emerson Point Preserve to learn 
more about Florida’s native plants 
and inhabitants of a coastal habi-
tat. Suitable for all ages. Tour be-
gins at tower parking area at 5801 
17th Street West, Palmetto.  Call 
the Extension Master Gardeners to 
register.

Workshops, classes offered by Manatee County Extension Services
n Saturday, Dec. 15, 9-11 a.m. – 
Flatford Swamp Preserve Natu-
ralist Hike: Be adventurous and 
slog through a wetland habitat 
slough with Lisa Hickey, Certi-
fied Master Naturalist Instructor.  
Wetlands and freshwater habitats 
are vital natural systems that filter 
pollutants before they reach our 
surface and groundwater supply, 
support many wildlife species, 
and which are diminishing every 
year. Find out more intriguing 
facts while walking through Flat-
ford Swamp in eastern Manatee 
County. Meet in the Preserve’s 
parking area located at 39450 Tay-
lor Road, Myakka City, approxi-
mately 25 miles east of I-75. Then 
as a group, we leave the parking 
area and drive south on Wauchula 
Road, 2 miles. We will be entering 
the south end of the preserve and 
hike into the wetland habitat areas.  
Call the Extension Master Garden-
ers to register.
n Sunday, Dec. 16, 9-11 a.m. 
– Extension Master Gardener 
Plant Id Tour: Stroll through 
Robinson Preserve’s salt marshes 
to learn more about Florida’s na-
tive plants and inhabitants of a 
coastal habitat. Suitable for all 
ages. Tour begins at parking area 
near main entrance at 1704 99th 
Street Northwest, Bradenton.  Call 
the Extension Master Gardeners to 
register.

n Wednesday, Dec. 19, 10 a.m. - 
2 p.m. – Florida-Friendly Land-
scapingtm Program Volunteer 
Training – Landscape Assistance 
Program:  Share the “9 Florida-
Friendly LandscapingTM Prin-
ciples” (FFL) with interested peo-
ple.  Help with in-office landscape 
consultations with homeowners 
wanting to create a Florida-Friend-
ly landscape. Staff FFL booths at 
area events. Presented by Michelle 
Atkinson, Florida-Friendly Land-
scapingTM Coordinator.
n Manatee County Master Gar-
deners Open Educational Gar-
dens: Located on the Extension 
Service grounds at 1303 17th St. 
West in Palmetto, the educational 
gardens are designed to showcase 
the different ways Manatee Coun-
ty residents can be more success-
ful gardeners and make their yards 
more Florida-Friendly. The differ-
ent gardens feature growing vege-
tables in small spaces and salad ta-
bles, recycling fountains for herbs, 
bird and butterfly attractors, back-
yard fruit trees, conserving water 
with native plants, low-volume 
irrigation, rain barrels, and vari-
ous composting bins display how 
to recycle yard waste. The Master 
Gardeners invite you for a tour! 
To ensure that a Master Gardener 
can walk you through the gardens, 
make an appointment by calling 
941-722-4524. Staff may not be 
available for impromptu visits.

Hillsborough County’s Code Enforcement 
wins prestigious national award 

Hillsborough County’s Code Enforcement Department has received 
the American Association of Code Enforcement (AACE) Award for Out-
standing Achievement in Code Enforcement Techniques for its innovative 
Operation Fight the Blight cleanup campaign.

Operation Fight the Blight consists of quarterly cleanup projects last-
ing from a week to 30 days. Hillsborough County Code Enforcement 
Officers partners with several other County agencies, including Afford-
able Housing Services, Animal Services, Public Utilities Department, and 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation, along with the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office and Tampa Electric Company workers to launch a multi-
agency task force which takes direct aim on vacant buildings, trash, over-
growth, junk vehicles, abandoned properties, and other factors that make 
neighborhoods unsafe and unsightly.

The four Fight the Blight campaigns targeted the USF area, Grant Park, 
Orient Park, and Ruskin. Since it began in 2011, the teams have:·    
n Collected nearly 1,900 discarded tires
n Inspected more than 1,000 properties
n Boarded up or demolished nearly two dozen abandoned homes
n Issued nearly 400 citations
n Cleaned more than 500 square feet of graffiti
n Filled nearly100 dumpsters with almost 200 tons of trash and debris

“Our unique ability to partner with internal and external agencies makes 
Operation Fight the Blight work,” said Dexter Barge, Director, Hillsbor-
ough County Code Enforcement. “Our residents and property owners 
reaped the benefits of this campaign. I’m extremely proud to be a part of 
this initiative that continues to improve the overall public safety of our 
community.”

County Code Enforcement also won the AACE Award in 2010 and the 
2010 Achievement Award from the National Association of Counties 
(NACo) for its innovative Law Enforcement Liaison program.
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Informative Lecture Series

Call 813-634-1455 to reserve your spot
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates
Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.-C.

4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102 • Sun City Center, FL  33573 (One Block West of the Hospital)
 

TH
E S

KIN CANCER CENTERS

D E R M A T O L O G Y  A S S O C I A
T E

S

T S
C C

Everything you wanted to know about SKIN CANCER,
but were afraid to ask.

FREE
DINNER BUFFET
with beverages served

Thurs., Dec. 6 or 
Thurs., Dec. 13

4:00 p.m.
4002 SCC Blvd. • Unit 102

Sun City Center

DECEMBER EVENTS

A RETIREMENT & REHABILITATION COMMUNITY

Wed., Dec. 5 Therapeutic Tai 
Chi 

“De-stress your December 
Holidays”

Aging Gracefully 
Support Group.

 Diabetes Support Group. 

“Winter 
Wonderland” 

Mental 
Wellness Support Group

Stuart J. Kaufman, M.D.
Cataract, Multi-Focal Implant,

Glaucoma Specialist

Also Serving Zephyrhills, Bushnell and Wesley Chapel

4002 Sun City Center Blvd.
(SR674) • Sun City Center

855-SEE-BEST

www.KaufmanEyeInstitute.com

It takes innovation to deliver extraordinary eye care. Dr. Kaufman was a
developer of the Insta-Sight™ cataract procedure and holds the trademark.
This procedure uses no needles, no patches and no stitches. Dr. Kaufman
was the first Tampa area eye surgeon to perform a cataract lens implant using
multifocusing Crystalens®. He has performed over 35,000 cataract
procedures and 80,000 eye surgeries.

Advanced Solutions. Trusted Results.
For 2 years in a row, Dr. Kaufman has
been named “The Best Eye Surgeon”

Saturday hours available
in Wesley Chapel

Fifth Annual Christmas Madrigal Dinner 
The United Methodist Church of Sun City Center present-

ed A Christmas Madrigal Dinner V, “The Golden Years” 
November 30 and December 1 at the church located at 
1210 Del Webb Blvd. West, Sun City Center. This tradi-

tional Elizabethan madrigal dinner is an evening of dinner 
theater in which diners join a 16th century English court 
in its celebration of Christmas dinner. The emphasis, as 
always, was on silliness, slapstick comedy, good music 

and period food.
photos by melody jameson
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Little Squeeze Copyright 2012 Fl Dept of Citrus

Citrus Bouquet
Gift # S701 only $38.99*

www.dooleygroves.com
813-645-3256813-645-3256

Fax 813-645-1827

Sweet Surprise
Basket

Gift #S200 only$51.99*

1-tray Navels and Red Grapefruit Gift Box

Gift # 1NR only $39.99*
Need MORE fruit?

Add a tray of fruit to this gift
for only $10.00 more!
Order Gift # 2NR $49.99*

AFriendly Florida Voice will be happy to help you select that
PERFECT Holiday Gift! Call Anytime between 9am-5pm

Open Monday- Saturday 9am - 5pm
Open Sundays through Christmas

10am - 5pm 645-3256

The Original Grove Store Location
1651 Stephens Road
Old Sun City, Florida
(some folks call it Ruskin)

Directions
From Sun City Center /

Riverview Area:
Travel WEST on S.R. 674 about
5 miles (past I-75) to U.S. 41.
Turn SOUTH (left) on U.S. 41.
Travel for about 3 miles to
Universal-Stephens Road.
(Riverside Club sign on

left corner)
Turn LEFT and drive about
1/4 mile to Stephens Road.

Turn RIGHT onto Stephens Rd.
Travel 2 miles.

Dooley Groves is on the left.
www.dooleygroves.com/directions.html

Come to the Grove! It’s just a short drive out in the country

SunshineTree-O
a Dooley Groves Exclusive!

* Plus shipping charge.
All Gift Packages are

guaranteed and will arrive
fresh and good in time for
Christmas enjoyment!

SHOP at HOME! It’s so EASY to Order! 800-522-6411

Order NOW
for Christmas!

Packed with
Navel Oranges,

Christmas Tangerines
and Red Grapefruit ...

over 30 lbs,
ripe and ready for

Christmas
enjoyment!

Order Gift #3RTN$59.99 *

Citrus Fruit too small to pack and
send up North,

but GREAT for juicing!
PICK ‘n’ PACK your own bag
from the packinghouse bin

SAVE $1.00 off 1/4 bu
tote bag with coupon

While supplies last!
When they’re gone, they’re gone.
U.S. # 1 grade & quality fruit

Cannot be shipped

coupon coupon coupon

10% OFF
Gift Shop Items

Candy Marmalades
Honey Cookies Gifts

.50 off
1/2 gal

Dooley Groves
freshly-squeezed

Orange
Juice

Packinghouse Special!
SAVE $1.00 off tote bag

ON12122 ON12123ON12121

Limit 2
with coupon

VOID after
Dec 12, 2012

VOID after
Dec 12, 2012 VOID after12/12/12Dooley

GrovesDG
Dooley
GrovesDG

Dooley
GrovesDG

Cannot be combined with other specials
Shipping , fruit , cheese and juice excluded.

It’s N
OT

TOO
LAT

E!

Dooley
Groves

Country Farm Market in the Grove

DG

Observer120612:Layout 1 12/3/2012 11:26 AM Page 1
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MiTch Traphagen phoTos

Winterfest at Winthrop Town Centre in Riverview offered a great ex-
cuse for families to kick start the holidays under perfectly blue skies 
last weekend. The event, sponsored by the Greater Brandon Com-
munity Foundation, included games, hay rides, bounce houses, a 
Santa’s workshop and offerings from area vendors. Proceeds from 
the three-day event were slated to benefit area charities.

The holidays kick off with Winterfest at Winthrop Town Centre

for2
Just for Receiving

an Estimate

Dinner

Call the Company that has received EXACTLY ZERO BBB Complaints in our 18-year history

… and has received more than 20 Angie’s List Super Service Awards 

 

If You’re Looking For Stress Free Windows or Siding...

Lots of companies like to TALK about great service and treating 
customers right, but very few have the documented track record to 
PROVE that they actually deliver. At Morgan Exteriors, we let our 

customers, our awards and the BBB do our talking for us. Since 1995 
we’ve installed over 21,000 windows and put siding on 2,400 homes — 

and our satisfaction rate (based on surveys) is an even 99.0%. Some 
companies talk about “no unresolved BBB complaints.” �at means 

they’ve had complaints — we’ve never had a single one. 

We Take the Risk Out of Home Improvements
Interest Free Financing 

and 
Factory Rebates 

Available!!

Windows, Siding, Doors and More...
Call Today for Your Free Estimate!

813-931-4663 or 727-502-5300
www.morganexteriorsinc.com

Proud member of the Greater Sun City Center Area Chamber of Commerce
CRC-057210 
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1/2 Lb.
Angus 
Burger
$695

Chef’s
Special
for Dinner Sunday

Brunch
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Chef’s
Special
for Dinner

10% OFF Your Entrée Purchase FOOD ONLY. One coupon per table. 
Cannot be used with any other promotion. 

Gratuity not included.
This coupon has no cash value.

EXPIRES 12/31/12

Snow Crab 
& Fried Fish

ALL 
YOU 
CAN 
EAT Live

Entertainment

7 to 11 p.m.

Live
Entertainment

7 to 11 p.m.

Pouring

Corona Light

2 for 1
EVERY DAY!
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THE SHOPPER
The Observer News, The SCC Observer and Current

M & M Printing Co., Inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland Estates Ave., SW
Ruskin, Florida 33570

®
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To place an ad call
813.645.3111 ext. 201

Fax: 813.645.1792
$17.00

up to 20 words
30¢ addl. word

Deadline is Monday
at 4pm

105 PERSONAl

Old strong helpful kind Dr (Rev) seeks 
wife who would like to help in small 
ministry. Many benefits Jack 813-642-
0189, Thank you.

115 lOST & FOUND

Found dog medium, yellow lab mix, in vi-
cinity of 7th Ave., SW & Hwy 41, Ruskin. 
Call 813-938-0879 to identify 

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6

Closed Weekends We re-cover or make new cushions

www.QualityWicker.com
DELIVERY AVAILABLE
SOMETHING FOR

EVERY ROOM INSIDE 
AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere! Call for
Directions

280 PETS

Oliver & Company, LLC

Full Service
Pet Sitting

(813) 767-7225
Email: olivertort@aol.com

www.petsit.com/oliverandcompany

• Pet Sitting • Pet Taxi
(Dogs, Cats, Birds, etc.)

• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Oliver Tort & Tina Ballas

Walk The Walk 
Pet sitting by Linda. Caring & reason-
able. References provided.  813-677-
4796. SCC, Ruskin, Apollo Beach & 

Riverview 

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

Community yard Sale. 
Riverbend Dr., Ruskin. Friday & Satur-
day, Dec. 7 & 8, 8am-3pm. Furniture, 
clothes, baking dishes, too much to 

mention. Come check it out.

Saturday, 8am-1pm. Sunday 8am-
11am. 3 family sale. 2052 Prestancia 
Lane, SCC. (off Del Webb E) Christmas, 
clothes, toys & more.

Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 Indiana 
St., Gibsonton (1 block off US 41, 1 
block north Gibsonton Dr.,) Wednesday 
through Saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, 
furniture, lots misc. Ministry First Baptist 
Gibsonton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Craft Sale
Saturday, Dec. 8
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Chula Vista Landings
1702 Gulf City Rd.  

Ruskin
Lunch available  
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

See you there!

Ruskin
United
Methodist
Church THRIFT HOUSE
SPECIALS EVERY 

WEEK!
• Household Items

• Furniture 
• Clothing

• Much, more
Open Fri. & Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

109 W. Shell Point Road • Ruskin

Barn Sale 
Furniture, tools, household, Christmas 
stuff, clothes, shoes & more. Friday & 
Saturday. Open 8am (all day). 1116 

4th St., NW, Ruskin.

Saturday, 8am-noon. Household, books, 
clothing, linens, decorative, jewelry, 
Digital answer machine, w/ 3 phones, 
misc. & more. 3811 Cardenal Ave., 
(behind Home Depot)

Friday, Dec. 7th. Christmas items. Ga-
rage sale for charity. 8am-1pm. Emerald 
Lake Dr., SCC. Decorations & related 
items. Just in time for the holidays. 
Come stock up & support our commu-
nity.  South Shore Feline. Education & 
low cost spray & neuter organization

Driveway sale. Trash to treasurer. Soup 
to nuts. Friday 12/7 & Saturday 12/8, 
8am-2pm. 1505 Allegheny Ave., SCC

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wed., Fri. & Saturday
9 a.m. - Noon

 
Dec. 5, 7 & 8

The Cooking Sale
50% off all kitchen items and 

glassware
Plus - the Secret Sale

Christmas Open House 
1/2 price on all Trees, lights, decora-
tions & huge sale. Furniture, 1/2 price 

on clothing & appliances. Helping 
Hands Thrift Shop, 2 miles south of 
SCC on Hwy 301 south. Thursday 

through Saturday 9am-2pm.

Dining screen tent, Barbie/ Ken, banjo, 
train, luggage, small Christmas tree & 
decorations, linens. Friday & Saturday. 
2004 El Rancho, SCC

Huge garage Sale  
Everything for everyone. Clothes, fur-
niture, toys, small appliance & more. 
Saturday,  Dec.8,. 8am-noon. 8208 
Carriage Point Dr., Gibsonton. (off 

Symmes Rd)

Christmas/ garage sale. 10am-2pm. 
Friday & Saturday, Dec. 7 & 8, 11106 
Sailbrook (off Summerfield Dr & Big 
Bend) Riverview.

Moving. Friday & Saturday, 8am-1pm. 
New boxed kitchenware, tools, house-
hold misc. Also nice girls clothes, toys, 
bike & bedding. 2115 New Bedford 
Dr., SCC.

Converting 
home movies, 

slides 
and photos 

to DVD

VIDEO CONVERSIONS
of Florida

David Croxton

813-758-3181
www.vidconFL.com

Garage sale. Table saw, tools, glass end 
table, kitchen items, luggage, glassware 
& much more. Friday & Saturday, Dec. 7 
& 8, 8am-2pm. 1810 Atrium Dr., SCC

Huge sale. Saturday & Sunday, Dec.. 
8 & 9, 8am-2pm. Household, clothing, 
misc. Too much to list.306 Frances 
Circle, Ruskin.

Christmas decor, books, furniture, tools, 
lamps, clothes, much more.  9am-? Fri-
day & Saturday. 2510 Shell Point Rd., 
Lot 113, Ruskin.

Yard sale. Beach Blvd. SCC Multi 
families. Golf cart, motor bike, wing back 
chair, tools, small appliances. Friday & 
Saturday, 8am-1pm.

Moving sale. All sorts of great stuff. 
Reasonably priced. Dec. 7 & 8, 8am-? 
201 Sola Lane, SCC.

Moving sale. Everything must go. Fur-
niture: Living room, bedroom, dining 
room, misc. Saturday & Sunday. 9am-
3pm. 1301 Bayou Pass Dr., Ruskin. 
omi1229@gmail.com 

ESTATE SAlES

Estate sale. Dec. 8, 9am-2pm. 6521 
Solitaire Palm Way, Apollo Beach. Ma-
jority of items from antique shop. Too 
much to list. Cash only.

Wanda Say’s  
Don’t Miss This One!! 
 1141 Emerald Dunes, SCC. Antique 
harp, entrance tables, antique drum 

table, antique, gate leg table, antique 
chairs, rocker, bedroom set, beauti-
ful Broyhill dining table, chairs, china 
cabinets & server & much more. Dec. 

7 & 8, 8am-1pm. 

Owner Estate Sale 
Thursday- Saturday, 9am-3pm. 2307 

Piper Glen Ct., SCC (off Winterbrook). 
Furniture, kitchen hutch, marble cof-
fee table, sleeper sofa & sectional, 
Christmas items, patio furniture. No 

early birds. 

Estates Sale 
5228 West Gene Rice Ave., Wimau-

ma. Saturday, Dec. 8, 8am-2pm. 
Sunday Dec. 9, 2pm-5pm. Furniture, 

household goods, jewelry, more.

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

Home of Anne Koppehele, local artist, 
know in Eastern US & Canada. Hwy 
674 pass Hwy 301, right on Kenilworth  
left on Glengarry right to 909 Ivanhoe 
Circle Thursday & Friday, Dec 6 & 7, 
8am-2pm. Saturday, Dec 8th, 8am-
4pm. Paintings, art supples, art books, 
large massive twin compost, furniture, 
household, Pilgrims cranberry glass, 
large Christmas selection, large Hal-
loween selection, tools, large Craftsman 
tool box, small clothes, antiques, yard 
items. House & land for sale: Listed by 
Sandy Tams/ Diane Randall, Century 
21, Beggins Realty

Furniture, yard tools, antiques, costume 
jewelry, dishes, Think bike, vintage 
clothes, all must go. Dec. 7 & 8, 8:30am-
? 217 North Brockfield Dr., SCC.

Anne’s Estate Sales
1905 Del Webb Blvd. West 

Sun City Center

Fri. & Sat. • 8 am - 1 pm
• Park on Side of Sale only •

(813) 758-7952    (813) 758-7954

Furniture: King Hickory sofa/
sleeper, lift chair, Queen bedrm 

suite, Fairmont dining rm suite, sofa, 
Queen brass bed, bar stools, armoire, 

entertainment center, bookcases, 
coffee & end tables, entry cabinet, 
modern floor lamp, office chair, 

TVs; Appliances: Stackable washer/
dryer; Collectables: Royal Doulton 
china set, cup & saucer collection, 

Fenton, cut & pressed glass, jewelry; 
Miscellaneous: aluminum ladder, 
artificial tree, lots of artwork, lots of 
Christmas items, card table w/chairs; 

Household: kitchen & misc.
www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Classified Works

Dec. 8 & 9 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Little Manatee Isles
2821 Gulf City Rd. • Ruskin

Something for everyone!

Be Ahead of the Crowd,  
Get Your Bargains Early

Brand-name clothes & accessories • 
• decorations, lights, knick-knacks • 

Children’s books, toys, puzzles, games

Always Daily Specials and 
Discounts on Tagged Items

St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
Behind St. Anne Church and next to Kennco Mfg.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.svdpruskin.org

Please call (813) 645-5255

donations needed

MATTRESS SALE
Quality Twin, Full, & Queen Sizes

Christmas is 
coming!

turn the page for 2nd sale

Nettie’s estate sales
Cell: (813) 382-7536

Directions: From US 41, turn 
onto Miller Mac Rd., take a right 

onto Golf and Sea Blvd., take a left 
onto Eagle Ln., and take a left onto 

Golf Island Dr. 
Follow the Signs.

Gorgeous House on the Water 
With Florida Style Furniture, 

Beautiful Matching La-z-boy Sofa & 
Loveseat, Decorative La-z-boy Side 
Chair, Florida Style Dining Room 
Table w/Chairs & Matching China 
Cabinet & Server, Light Colored 

Queen Bedroom Set, TV Armoire, 
Bookcases, Coffee & Lamp Tables, 

Glass Top Table W/Chairs, Twin 
Bedroom Furniture (No Beds) 
Seasonal and Tropical Decor, 

Household Items.  

Don’t miss our other sale 
Thurs. & Fri., Dec. 6 & 7 at

1708 Cloister Drive
Sun City Center

Please park on side of sale due to 
emergency vehicles.

910 Golf Island Drive
Apollo Beach

Fri. & Sat, Dec. 7 & 8
7a.m. - NOON

Sofa beds & Love seats, Recliners, 
Entertainment Ctr., Coffee & End Tables, 

Dining Rm Table w/6 Chairs, Computer 
Desk, King Bed, Vintage Chestnut Bedroom 

Furniture, Lamps, Patio Furniture, 
Collectables (Avon, Fenton, Fiesta, Fitz & 

Floyd, Lenox, Spode, Toby & Rockwell 
Plates), Unusual Vintage Items, Collections 
(Angels, Bells, Danielle Steel Bks & Harvard 

Classics), A Christmas Room, Water 
Sports Equip., New Brinkman Smokers, 

Electronics, Jewelry, Men & 
Women’s Clothing, Glass & Kitchenware, 

Garage Items - Plus a 10’ Birch Bark Canoe 
& 1700’s Flintlock Pistol - Ottoman Empire, 
working condition, hand carved, Damascus 

Barrel.
Please park on sale side of the street!
 www.denneysestatesales.com

Denney’s estate sales
1603 Brookton Green Dr.

Off W. Del Webb
Sun City Center

Friday & Saturday
Dec. 7th & 8th

7 a.m to 1 p.m.
(813) 477-1793
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312 eSTATe SALeS312 eSTATe SALeS 330 FurNITure

Cherrywood dining  6x8, special top 
table w/ 4 chairs & 2 King.. $900. Mink 
cape, light brown $400 obo. 813-634-
2592 

2 twin beds with mattress, box springs 
& bedspreads, dresser with mirror, 
desk w/ chair & nightstand. $200 813-
523-2412 

331 APPLIANceS

GE refrigerator & range, white, 2-3 yrs 
old. $350 for both, SCC.  813-633-
7833 

GE side by side refrigerator, coil top 
range, microwave, dishwasher, white, 
all excellent. $800. Ralph Lauren king 
comforter, valances & shams $60.  813-
645-4429 

360 GOLF cArTS

Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. Ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-484-9855 or 813-645-4515

Used golf cart w/ covering & battery 
charger. Ready to drive. $600. Good 
condition.  813-642-0211 

99’ Yamaha gas golf cart, low hours, 
new carburetor, gen, starter, new 
curtains. Just serviced. $1,950.  813-
938-4093

390 mISc.  FOr SALe

Onkyo stereo surround home theater 
system $350. Lighted, china cabinet 
solid Pecan $145 firm. 27” RCA TV w/ 
remote $60. Jeorge limited edition stain 
glass lamps $350-$1,800 each. Hand-
made king size quilts sets $100-$300 
per set. Movies, books, misc. Christmas 
items 50¢-$70. Extra large deco mirror 
$75.  813-716-7842 

For sale: enclosed 2011 trailer, 12+ V, 
6’ wide, single axle, rear ramp door with 
tie downs. Like new condition. $2,550. 
813-641-8345 

395 WANTeD TO buy

I buy pre-1965 kitchenware, fishing gear, 
pocketknives, tools, toys, books, cans, 
tins, Singer sewing machines & more. 
Jeff.  813-645-4337 

BEVERLY’s ESTATE SALES
SUN CITY CENTER

Your home will be staged for 
best results. Working in

Sun City Center for 26 years.
Please feel free to call about the 

sale or its contents.
Bonded • Licensed

Cell: 508-0307
or Eve: 633-1173

Cell: 

382-7536

395 WANTeD TO buy

Wanted 
Oriental  jade, coral & Ivory, fine old 
paintings, coins, currency, silver etc.  

813-610-5824 

425 SLIPS Or STOrAGe

Little Manatee Outdoor Storage. RVs, 
boats, trailers. All sizes. 2903 39th Ave., 
SE. Ruskin.  813-361-3725. 

South Bay RV & Boat Storage. Special-
izing in outside storage for RVs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.SouthBay-
Storage.com

456 TruckS AND VANS

2000 Dodge Van, 186K, runs great, new 
battery, good  tires. $1,150 obo..  Cell 
561-281-0289 

510 WATerFrONT FOr SALe

Open House 
Saturday, December 8th, 11am-1pm.. 
Waterfront. 6318 Wisteria Lane, Apollo  

Beach,  Four bedrooms, two baths, 
nice canal and five minutes to the 

Bay, $335,000, Mrs. Clean lives here 
and the home is a dream! Sharon Van 
Loan, Keller Williams Realty 813-765-

0845 wwwSharonVanLoan.com

2br/2ba mid century modern home with 
133ft on deep water canal in Apollo 
Beach. For more info. call 813-892-
8456

511 HOuSeS FOr SALe

Open House 
Saturday, December 8th, 9am-1pm. 
Golf front 6112 with beautiful view;  

6112 Cacao Dr, Apollo Beach. Custom 
built home with large rooms and 

volume ceilings, nicely furnished and 
shows like a model home; $196,000, 

Sellers say tell Buyers we are motivat-
ed!  Sharon Van Loan Keller Williams 
Realty 813-765-0845 wwwSharonVan-

Loan.com

CALL US FOR ALL 
YOUR

REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our office for use by the “Victims Assistance Program.”

CALL (813) 645-3211
Serving South Hillsborough County since 1924

www.dickmanrealty.com • dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 
88 Years
1924 to 2012

LOOKING FOR EXPERIENCED REALTORS to join our well established team. 813-468-0288
2 homes on 1.39 acres on THE LITTLE MANATEE RIVER and a freshwater pond. 4BR/3BA home (2380 
sq.ft) and a 1BR/1.5BA with 1731 sq.ft. and a boathouse.  $289,900 CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 
748-2201 OR KAY PYE 361-3672
GREAT COMMERCIAL LOCATION!  2052 sq.ft. building with a great location on busy Shell Point Road 
in Ruskin. Nice size lot (72x170) with a circular driveway and parking for 6-12 vehicles. Large reception 
area, 6 private offices, kitchen area, 1 full bath and 1 half bath. $150,000  CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 OR 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
BUILDING LOT  cleared with RCD- 12 zoning for residential or duplex  $15,000  CALL ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK  748-2201
COMMERCIAL ACREAGE IN  RUSKIN! 3.7 acres (MOL) with CG Zoning. The initial work has been done 
for office buildings. This property has a great location, on corner of 10th St SW and Woodland Estates. 
$324,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
CARIBBEAN ISLES IN APOLLO BEACH! Very well maintained 3BR/2BA MH in gated waterfront com-
munity. Special features include: nice open floor plan with split bedrooms, extra large kitchen with tons of 
cabinets, wet bar, new insulated windows, new flooring & carpet, remodeled bathrooms, workshop, fruit 
trees and much more! OWNER FINANCING A POSSIBILITY. $79,000  CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 
813-748-2201
RUSKIN PROPERTY with water view boat ramp & dock for your use. Close to 
stores, interstate, churches. Cleared and ready to build! Duplex zoning! $42,500. 
CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 OR ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
BEAUTIFUL LAKE FRONT LOT 1.6 acres to build your dream home and not be 
too near your neighbors. 123 acres of Lake and 900 acres of wetlands to enjoy 
everyday. Very well maintained 4BR/3BA Palm Harbor, POOL Home with 3+ drive-through garage! Spe-
cial features include: nice open floor plan, wood burning fireplace, large kitchen with center  island, inside 
utility room, water softener, security system, gorgeous landscaping and much more! Situated on 1.3 Acres 
(MOL) with 4 extra lots. $169,000  
TOWNHOMES FOR SALE! Relax and enjoy all the benefits of living in an almost new townhome. This 
nice open floor plan with 3BR/2.5BA (1,724 sq/ft/) and an attached one car garage offers ceramic tile in the 
kitchen and bathrooms. Master bath has double sinks, combination tub/shower and a huge walk-in closet. 
$113,900  CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 813-748-2201
COMMERCIAL SITE located close to Hwy 41 in Ruskin with over 200 feet of road frontage. Zoned General 
Commercial with county water & sewer. Mobile home on property brings rental income. $199,900 CALL KAY 
PYE 361-3672 OR ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
COMMERCIAL ZONING IS FEATURED ON THIS PRIME PROPERTY ON HWY 674. Existing home is 
older, but would make great office. Over 300 ft of hwy frontage and 2 acres of land adjacent to new site. 
$799,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672
Income opportunity in walking distance of shopping, bus lines, banking and churches. Asking $99,000  
Call KAY PYE 361-3672 OR ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201

NEW LISTING ! SUCH A LOVELY WINTER/RETIREMENT 1BR/1.5BA CONDO: Beautifully furnished, 
tile floors, new refrigerator & stove, new large shower in BA, stackable washer/Dryer in extended and 
enclosed lanai. Property shows exceptionally well, clean, elegant, ready to move in. Close to Club House 
and gate. $220,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
RUSKIN WATERFRONT POOL-HOUSE: 100FT on canal, 2BR/2BA, tile floors, newer CHA,  enclosed 
patio, screened-in-pool, dock, davits and boat ramp. Huge attached carport, good attic storage space, 
tropical landscaping and fabulous view of canal and river going to Tampa bay. Great weekend get-away 
or Fisherman’s dream! $220,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT  363-7250
NEW LISTING : 6.7 ACRES, cleared, great for horses, farming, or your dream home, priced to sell at 
$53,500. Country setting, secluded, not in flood zone. Adjacent parcels available too. Motivated Seller. 
CALL CLAIRE TORT  363-7250
RUSKIN OFFICES AND WAREHOUSES FOR RENT: 5 Acres cleared and fenced area with a 6-office 
building, workshop, chemical shed, warehouse and large fuel storage: $3,000/mo. Adjacent 5 acres has 
3 large green houses with propane heaters, irrigation and 2,500 sq.ft. seed  house. $2,000/mo. Call for 
details. CALL CLAIRE TORT  363-7250
1.92 ACRES CLEARED LOT ACROSS FROM RIVER, RUSKIN: with well, septic and electric, property is 
ready for your dream home. Consisting of 5 lots, secluded, peaceful, with few shady trees, great views of 
nature and birds, lot is down the road from Park and boat ramp. Survey available. $84,500.

WANNA HEAR THE LATEST DIRT?  This cheap dirt is definitely dirt  cheap. And the owner 
is willing to take a loss so you can plant your future. Great acreage for private dwelling or 
great potential for range of  uses. 14 plus acres REDUCED to $125,000 JUDY ERICKSON 
468-0288
YOU CAN’T BE SERIOUS!  Reduced to what??? You heard right this outstanding 3BR 
2BA house with 25X30 metal building on a slab could never be replaced for asking price of 

$125,000.  Great for extended family and for people who like to collect or have large toys. Must see to appreci-
ate.  Call for details and viewing. JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
AGRICULTURAL OPPORTUNITY.  Outstanding property in outstanding  location features 18 acres with 
two folio numbers and two houses.  28 X 96  greenhouse with end fans and automatic door and 40X100 
steel building on slab with attached carport provide great growing potential and storage. All near major 
truck route. $359,000  Call for details.  JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
DROP DEAD GORGEOUS bayfront 2BR/2BA condo in the delightful community of Little Harbour.  Beauti-
ful views of Tampa Bay, near the community pool, restaurant, tennis courts, marina, and within minutes of 
Tampa and Sarasota. Well maintained complex with minimal association fees and no CDD fees. Totally 
updated with wood cabinets and granite countertops.  Must see to appreciate!  Asking $209,000.  JO 
ELLEN MOBLEY 813-645-1540.
Least expensive price per square foot waterfront home in the South Shore area!  Over 2800 sq. ft. of 
living area with 3 or 4 bedrooms, 2 baths and large fenced lot within minutes to Tampa Bay via the Ruskin 
Inlet.  Home has light bright interior with large rooms, split bedroom plan and formal and family rooms.  
Shows great!  Must see to appreciate!  Now only $239,000!  JO ELLEN MOBLEY  813-645-1540.

 Place a Garage/Yard 
Sale Ad $17.00  for 20 

Words  
Call Beverly  

813-645-3111 ext.201

Cathy Griggs
 

813-391-8653   cathygriggs@msn.com
WATERFRONT! This beautifully maintained 
and updated 3/2 in Ruskin with a covered 
boat lift is ready and waiting for you! Only 
minutes from Tampa Bay and no bridges 
between. This is a perfect location for the 
sailor or fisherman!                    $249,500

BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED 3/2 
MANUFACTURED HOME          $56,900

NEW ON THE MARKET — KING’S POINT 
2/2 expanded Stuart model          $49,000

EXCEPTIONAL CONDO in Fairway Palms! 
Built in 2002 this lovely 3/2 home is light 
& open with vaulted ceiling and skylight. 
Enclosed Florida rm offers additional space 
                                                  $139,000

Classified Works

Nettie’s estate sales
Cell: (813) 382-7536

Please note date and time.
Contents Include: 

Lenox Figurines, Boyds Bears, 
Wingback Chair, Sofa, Swivel 
Rocker, Coffee & End Tables, 

Curio Cabinet, Area Rugs, Rocking 
Chair, Silk Trees & Plants, Beautiful 

Buffet, Rattan Sleeper Sofa & 
Recliner, Extendable Table & Chairs, 

Entertainment Center, Patio Set & 
Lounger, Bavarian China, Glassware, 
Collectibles, Tools & Garage Items.
Please park on side of sale due to 

emergency vehicles.
Don’t miss our other sale 

Fri. & Sat., Dec. 7-8 at 
910 Golf Island Drive in 

Apollo Beach. 
See You There!

1708 Cloister Dr.
Sun City Center

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 
Dec. 6th & 7th

7 a.m. - NOON

CLAIRE TORT
Cell: (813) 363-7250

n CUTE HOUSE IN RUSKIN: 2BR/1BA well-
maintained concrete block house, with attached 
utility room, central heat and air, and shed in 
backyard. A block from river, in peaceful area of 
Ruskin, close to everything. $59,900.
n 1.92 ACRES CLEARED LOT ACROSS FROM 
RIVER, RUSKIN: With new septic, well and 
electric in place, property is ready for your dream 
home! Consisting of 5 lots, secluded, peaceful, 
with great view of nature and birds, lot is down 
the road from park and boat ramp. Survey in file. 
$84,500.
n 2 MOBILE-HOMES ON 2.3 ACRES, RUSKIN: 
One M/H is 2BR/2BA, other 2BR/1BA, central 
heat and air, large screened porches and sheds. 
Cleared lot with few shady trees and large pond 
full of fish! Secluded, peaceful, very close to 
shopping, restaurant and hospital. No HOA, no 
flood insurance needed. $86,500.
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565 M.H. in Parks
Ruskin 55+ park Reduced $7,000 obo. 
2br/1ba, pet friendly. Roof over, carport, 
(2) Florida rooms, Furnished, washer/
dryer. 813-447-6123

M.H. HOUsinG

550

renTalS

600
611 HOuSeS fOr renT

4br/2ba Apollo Beach home, large pri-
vacy fence. $1,150 monthly. First, last & 
$500 deposit.  727-391-1121

3br/2ba/2cg. appliances, new cabinets. 
Quiet, desirable area.  Ruskin. 813-645-
4145 or 813-642-0681

612 aPTS fOr renT

For rent: Efficiency apartments. Weekly 
rates, utilities furnished 813-677-8789,   
813-601-1542 or 813-516-0896

613 cOnDOS fOr renT

Snow birds. January, February & March. 
Apollo Beach. Totally furnished, 2br/1ba.  
813-645-4145 or 813-642-0681

614 DuPlex fOr renT

Riverview  apt,  2br/1ba, CHA, water, 
maintenance included. Tile floors. $600 
monthly $600 security. Ask for Vicky 
813-458-8178 or 813-641-8400

621 PlaceS TO SHare

Need retired roommate. 4 bedrooms, 
unfurnished house, Ruskin. Must have 
credit check. $600 monthly  plus utilities. 
Call Robert  813-334-4185 

630 M.H. rentals
One bedroom mobile home on water. 
Fish off dock. Utilities included $175 
weekly $400 deposit. Ruskin  813-
363-6001 

630 M.H. rentals
For lease. 1br/1br mobile home in quiet 
park on river. No pets, $500 monthly plus 
deposit.  813-645-2446 

for rent: clean 
mobile Homes with 
a/C. 813-677-1086

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home near 
shopping  center in Gibsonton. 813-677-
8789, 813-601-1542 or 813-516-0896

645 OffiCe sPaCe

PrOf. serViCes

650

646 wareHOuSe SPace

Garage & mini storage, RV lots & mobile 
home lots for rent. Call  Pirates Treasure 
Cove, Gibsonton.  813-677-1137

PIANO TUNING
& REPAIR

813-645-4112

Also other musical
instruments

651 BOOkkeePinG

Quickbooks® 
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do attitude: 
1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup & review  
financials, full bookkeeping services, 
tutoring, software & issues. Hourly 

rates. Your local office or mine. Thea’s 
Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 813-

641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.net 
www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

660 PianO tUninG

680 aDulT/cHilD care

Caregiver/ companion, 15yrs experi-
ence. Dependable & honest. Reference 
available. SCC/ Apollo Beach/ Ruskin. 
Call Ann 813-672-7973 

experienced caregiver/ 
cna/ Housekeeper 

Dependable, excellent driving record. 
References, 16yrs experience. Avail-

able 24/7 Call  813-716-7842

 680  aDulT / cHilD care

• Light Housekeeping • Grocery 
Shopping • Running Errands  

• Companionship • Sitters In-Home 
or Care Facility • Flexible Schedules

Our Angels 
Offer

137 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Ste. 104 
Sun City Center 33573

(813) 293-5369 or (813) 419-4967
www.AngelsofLifeServices.com

License #232465

690 dry CleaninG

$2.99 dry Cleaning special 
Dresses, suits, pants, jeans, skirt, 
blouse. Located 13 7th Ave., NE, 

Ruskin. For info. call  813-649-1600 

705 CleaninG

ron’s cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center. 

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

708 mOVerS

tony Hill Moving & storage. 
In business 40yrs. Move 1 piece to 
whole household plus haul away 

anything in your way. (Fully Insured). 
Best rates. Call 813-629-0108  U.S. 

DOT #434469

Affordable Moving & Hauling. Local or 
long distance. Full service moving to/ 
from anywhere in US. Load & unload 
storage units, truck & more. Licensed 
& insured.  Free estimate.  Call Dave 
813-447-6123 

710 lawn care

B&s lawn Care, inc. 
Professional lawn care providing all 
of your turf, landscaping & irrigation 

needs. Residential/ commercial. www.
bandslawncare.com 813-645-7266 

Bill’s lawn service  
Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

JW’s Lawn & Tree Service. Full service 
lawn care. Mulching, tree trimming. 
Good rates. 10+yrs experience. In-
sured. Bellabethdad@yahoo.com  Jeff 
813-477-7848 

shaw’s lawn service 
Complete outdoor property main-
tenance. Landscaping, trimming, 
pressure washing, sprinkle repair. 

Licensed & insured.  813-298-3376 

fill dirt/HaUlinG

Pittman trucking & tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 

asphalt, driveway culverts.  Loader, 
backhoe, grading, bushhog, discing.  

Install Septic System & drain fills. 
CFC#1427021.  813-645-1883 

Myers trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

740 MisC. serViCes

seawall repairs 
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. 
Hecker Construction Co. 813-236-

9306

740  miSc   SerVice

Hate that wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something tex-

tured & painted.  Big or small, I can do 
it.  Debby. 813-434-6499

860 SaleS

Licensed real estates agents needed full 
or part-time. For a waterfront 55+ co-op 
community in Apollo Beach. Fax resume 
to 813-641-1577 or call 813-645-1498 
for an appointment.

870 General
Sunroom & screen room 

 installers needed 
for full time employment with Ruskin 

based business. Experience is a must! 
Also need some tools & a Florida driv-
ers license. Dependability & good work 

ethic are a must. Good communica-
tions skills a plus. Call 813-649-1599 

to apply

Errand Runner, full-time or part-time in 
the Parish, FL area.  Must be a mature, 
responsible, dependable adult. Must 
be able to lift  20-50 lbs. Must have own 
transportation.  This is perfect for a re-
tiree.  A clean driver’s license is required. 
Fax resume to 716.366.0634 or email: 
Helen@dayoubinc.com

Metal rOOfinG & steel BUild-
inGs.  save $$$ buy direct from 
manufacturer.  20 colors in stock 
with trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26 ga. 
panels. Carports, horse barns, shop 
ports. Completely turn key jobs. all 
steel Buildings, Gibsonton, florida. 
1-800-331-8341.  www.allsteelbuild-
ings.com ;

RUN FIREWORKS TENT  $$ EARN 
THOUSANDS $$  Call 813-234-2264 
/ 1-239-693-1598  Hernando, Hillsbor-
ough, Lake, Lee, Orange, Pasco, Pinel-
las, Seminole, Sumter Counties only 
need to apply.  Galaxy Fireworks!  

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You! Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

CLEANING ACCOUNTS - OFFICES  
Guaranteed Monthly Income Provided  
Pay As You Grow with 3 Easy Payments   
(800) 252-0959 or www.imagiclean.
com ; 

GEORGIA INVESTMENT PROPER-
TIES  Single family rehabbed homes. 
Macon near I-75! Leased & cash-
flowing w/manager available. Starting 
@ $16,000. Buy & create future wealth! 
ONLY 60 remaining! Owner: 404-550-
6900

WATERFRONT ESTATE SALE - Dec 
8th - 20Acres w/dockable frontage on St. 
Lucie Canal $189,500. Paved road. Near 
Lake Okeechobee. 24miles to Stuart. 
1-hour to ocean.  1-888-721-0515

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/mo! BUNDLE 
& SAVE with AT&T Internet+Phone+TV 
and get a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! 
(Select plans). HURRY, CALL NOW! 
800-327-5381

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!!  
Get the Most Cash, up to $27 per 
box!  Shipping Paid!  Must be Sealed 
& Unexpired.  Call Tony 813-528-1480  
tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DIRECTV for $29.99/mo for 24 months. 
Over 140 channels. Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade!  Free NFL Sunday Ticket w/
Choice Package! Call Today for details 
1-866-981-8287

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month 
PLUS 30 Premium Movie Channels 
FREE for 3 Months! SAVE! & Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL - 888-
418-9787 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  From Home  
6-8 Weeks  Accredited  Get A Diploma!  
Get A Job!  No Computer Needed!!  Free 
Brochure  1-800-264-8330  www.diplo-
mafromhome.com ; Benjamin Franklin 
High School  

DONATE A CAR  Humane Society of 
the United States.  Free Next-Day Tow-
ing.  Running or Not.  Tax Deductible.  
Call Before Tax Year Ends  1-800-349-
8281

*REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!*  Get 
a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for Free and programming 
starting at $19.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, Call Now.  
1-800-795-7279

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. WIN or Pay Nothing!  Start Your 
Application In Under 60 Seconds.  Call 
Today!  Contact Disability Group, Inc.  
Licensed Attorneys & BBB Accredited.  
Call 888-903-1353  

ROTARY MEMBERS are a worldwide 
network of inspired individuals who im-
prove communities.  For more informa-
tion visit www.rotary.org. ; This message 
provided by PaperChain and your local 
community paper.   

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217 

WE SOLVE TAX PROBLEMS!  Call 
1-800-557-4048  Stop Levies and Sei-
zures, Stop Wage Garnishment, Reduc-
tion of Taxes, Abatement of Penalties, 
IRS Compliance, Tax Return Prepara-
tion.  www.keytaxgroup.com

adOPtiOn  866-633-0397  Unplanned 
Pregnancy?  Provide your baby with 
a loving, financially secure family.  
living/medical/counseling expenses 
paid.  social worker on staff.  Call 
compassionate attorney lauren fein-
gold  (fl Bar#0958107) 24/7  

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child 
Support, Custody, and Visitation, Prop-
erty, Debts, Name Change… Only One 
Signature Required! *Excludes govt. 
fees!  1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor 
& Associates

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for 
hands on Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid 
if qualified – Housing available. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  Financial aid 
if qualified.  Job placement assistance.  
Call National Aviation Academy!  FAA 
Approved.  Classes Starting Soon!  
1-800-659-2080   NAA.edu  

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here. Train 
ONLINE for Allied Health and Medical 
Management. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Financial Aid 
if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call 888-
203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.com ; 

NEED YOUR High School Diploma? 
Finish from home fast for $399!  Nation-
ally Accredited. EZ Pay.Free Brochure. 
www.diplomaathome.com  ; Call 1-877-
661-0678

NURSING CAREERS begin here – Train 
in months, not years. Financial aid if 
qualified. Housing available. Job Place-
ment assistance. Call Centura Institute 
Orlando (888)220-3178  

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-
$500,000++ within 48/hours? Low rates 
Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com  ; 

KENTUCKY PASTURE LAND - 75 AC, 
Creek, Woods, Public Water, Good 
Access, Reduced to $75,000!  Contact 
Agent/Owner, Ralph L. Crisp Realty Co.  
800-438-8621

Top of the line RV park lot for rent, 
monthly or seasonal. Across from beach 
on Hwy A1A between Vero Beach and 
Fort Pierce. Boat docks, tennis and 
heated pool overlooking the ocean. 
Call 352-347-4470 or Email: lwhy2@
aol.com.

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE  
Offering unbelievable deals on homes 
and land in the beautiful NC mountains.  
Call for free brochures, foreclosures, and 
area information.  800-924-2635  

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 90 
percent on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $10.00 off 
your first prescription and free shipping.  
Prescriptions Dispensed from Canada 
are Dispensed by: Health One Phar-
macy. License Number: 21791  

511 HOUses fOr sale

Please Recycle This Paper

Have a bright sunny day

2BR/2BA in Kings Point, enclosed lanai, W/D. ............
......................................................................... $29,900

SEASONAL RENTALS
1BR/1BA in SCC, FURNISHED....................  $900 month

1BR/1.5BA in KP, FURNISHED ............$1000 month

2BR/2BA in KP & Golf Course view, FURNISHED 

.....................................................................$1500 month

RE/MAX South Shore Realty

Roberta Rowe, Realtor
Cell: 813-215-7127

Patricia Schumacher
813.417.7341

TeamSchumacher@C21BE.com

Spacious Single Family home,  
3BR/2BA/w/LR/DR/Den/Large Family 
Room and Eat in Kitchen in the Del 

Webb 55+ Retirement Community of 
South Shore Falls located in Apollo 

Beach. $229,900.
Open House 

Saturday, 12/9/12 
11 am to 4 pm

Call for an appointment
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