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School is open 
throughout the county. 
Use caution on all 
roads and prepare to 
slow down in school 
zones.
More on page 16

It’s back to school 
time, that means a 
celebration of summer 
is in order. Pie eating 
contest anyone?
More on page 11
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SCC’s Oldest and Most Trusted Flooring Company
LOCALLY OWNED. We know our neighbors...

because we are your neighbor!

Family Owned & Operated 813-633-7116
1629 Sun City Center Plaza 

(near SCC Post Office)
www.JohnMooreFloorCovering.com

    Floor Covering   & Cabinets
Why not make your dream a reality?
SCC’s Finest Flooring Store is now offering 

SCC’s FINEST CABINETRY
We offer 30 colors and finishes to choose from

...at prices you can afford.

Tales from an RNC veteran
By  ■ MItch traPhagen
mitch@observernews.net

SUN CITY CENTER — The 
Republican National Convention 
will take place in Tampa and 
surrounding communities next 
week. After months of news 
coverage in anticipation of the 
event, replete with warnings 
about traffic, closed freeways and 
a tight security zone downtown, 
most people are probably ready 
for it to be over. Until cardiac 
surgery intervened, Nick Christy 
of Sun City Center had thoughts 
of entering the maelstrom of the 
convention, not as a delegate, 
he doesn’t wear his political 
affiliation on his sleeve, but 
rather as a supplier. Christy is 
an RNC veteran — he literally 
fed the 1980 RNC in Detroit. It 
was a very big deal. An oft-used 
quote by an unknown author is, 
“From the outside looking in you 
can never understand it. From the 
inside looking out you can never 
explain it.”  Despite thousands of 
words written and spoken from 
Tampa Bay area news outlets, 
perhaps only a few really do 
understand what the convention is 
like. Christy is one of them.

For all of the hype and build-
up for the national conventions, 
the nominees for both parties 

are a foregone conclusion. 
Everyone already knows who the 
presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates will be. At the 1980 
RNC in Detroit, that was not the 
case. Ronald Reagan was the 
presumed Republican candidate, 
but the vice-presidential 
candidate was technically 
unknown. Former President 
Gerald Ford was in the running 
for that position, described 
by some as a possible “co-
presidency”, and his inclusion 
included bringing back Henry 

Mitch traphagen photos

Nick and Pat 
Christy of Sun City 

Center know all 
too well what is 

coming to Tampa 
next week.  In 

1980, they fed the 
entire Republican 

National 
Convention in 

Detroit, from VIPs 
to volunteers.

Chambers, businesses welcome new teachers
By ■  MItch traPhagen
mitch@observernews.net

The Greater Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the SouthShore Chamber of 
Commerce both held breakfasts 
last week to welcome new 
teachers to the area.  

The Riverview breakfast was 
held at Riverview High School 
and included hundreds of people 
welcoming new teachers to the 
25 schools in the community.  
Former teacher, Hillsborough 
County Schools Superintendent 

Whatever 
happened 
about…

By MeLODY JaMeSOn ■

mj@observernews.net

w riverview livability
The community that grew from 

a tiny settlement first named Peru 
on the south shore of the Alafia 
River has been listed among the 
100 best places for American 
families to live in 2012. Today’s 
Riverview has been ranked 65th 
among the 100 best as chosen by 
MONEY Magazine and its online 
counterpart, CNNMoney

Notice of the listing was 
flashed to the Greater Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce on 
Monday, Executive Director 
Tanya Doran said this week. 

Placing Riverview’s population 
in the 73,000 bracket, the best 
small city ranking was based 
on such factors as housing 
availability, educational 
opportunity, crime rate, leisure 
and cultural activities as well as 
climate and weather conditions, 
Doran said. Ranking lower 
than Riverview were such 
communities as Chapel Hill, NC, 
Ames, Iowa, Grand Forks, ND, 
and Newton, MA, she added. 

Doran, who said the chamber 
staff first excitedly “celebrated 
the moment,” also noted that the 
ranking would mean a great deal 
to the Riverview area’s business 
community and is a recognition in 
which the entire community can 
take pride. 

It’s not your Grandma’s
day care anymore!

Hundreds of teachers attended welcome breakfasts last week.See TEACHERS WELCOMED, page 2
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 BY PennY FLetcher ■

penny@observernews.net
SOUTH COUNTY —  When 

I was asked if I could write a 
news story on how child care 
has changed in the past 30 years 
the first thing I thought was, “I 
can’t believe I have actually been 
raising children continuously 
since 1966.”

Yes, that’s true. I had my 
second child in 1966 and he 
went into childcare at a week old 
because I had to go right back to 
work. It may be hard to believe 
now, but back then we not only 

didn’t get maternity leave, we 
could be fired if we got pregnant 
or stayed out of work too long 
while pregnant, or after a baby 
was born.

I learned the other day that 
nobody wants to use the word 
“day care” any more. Not 
the licensed home child care 
facilities, or the preschools. The 
word now is either “child care” or 
“preschool.”

So much for lingo. Other things 
have changed even more.

“Back in the day” I took my 
kids to a babysitter at 5 a.m. 
so she could get them ready 
for either day care or school, 
depending on their age. Then 
there was the after-school drop 
off from the school bus at a 
different person’s house. I must 
say, it was a tremendous hassle, 
as I often had to work double 
shifts and arrange for pickups and 
transfers by telephone.

Remember, if you didn’t have 
dimes (and later quarters) on you, 
you couldn’t use a telephone then 
either. Unless you were fortunate 
enough to work in a place that 
had a desk phone and allowed 
employees to use it, which in the 
late ’60s, I wasn’t.

The best day cares back then 
consisted of a playground and 

See RNC VETERAN, page 18

pennY FLetcher photo
Child care has come a long way from its beginnings with Grandma 
as a babysitter. This hi-tech interactive screen where children can 
do math, write their own stories, and learn to draw are now part of 
a whole new industry. This photo was taken Aug. 15 at Kids R Kids 
in the Kings Lake subdivision in Gibsonton, one of many child care 
facilities that now prepare children as young as age two for school 
through play.  

See WHATEVER HAPPENED, page 3

See TODAY’S DAY CARE, page 24

Advance notice:
The Observer News 
office will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 3 
in observance of LABOR DAY
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Informative Lecture Series

Call 813-634-1455 to reserve your spot
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates

Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.
4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102 • Sun City Center, FL  33573 (One Block West of the Hospital)
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Everything you wanted to know about SKIN CANCER,
but were afraid to ask.

FREE
DINNER BUFFET

with beverages served

Thurs., Aug. 30
4:00 p.m.

4002 SCC Blvd. • Unit 102
Sun City Center

America’s Finest Cabinets

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.
   Across from Chili’s

Countertop

Surfaces available

with a FREE

Standard Edge and

FREE Stainless

Steel Sink

18 Months

no interest!

“We Beat All Superstores 
on Price and Service”

Delivery available in under 3 weeks

(one of the nation’s largest school 
districts) and current Supervisor 
of Elections Dr. Earl Lennard 
provided the keynote speech 
for the event, taking time to 
praise Riverview High School 
principal Bob Heilmann as one 
of the nation’s best principals.  
He also thanked each teacher for 
their hard work and dedication.  
“You are appreciated,” he said.  
Rachel Burgin, Florida House of 
Representatives District 56, was 
also a guest speaker along with 
Jill Andrew of the chamber’s 
board of directors.  Gift baskets 
were presented to each of the new 
teachers in attendance.

The Ruskin breakfast, held at 
Destiny Church, was the seventh 
annual breakfast organized by the 
chamber.  Hillsborough County 
Commissioner Sandra Murman 
was the guest speaker, along 
with Dr. Alan Witt, president of 

the Hillsborough Community 
College Southshore campus, 
Chris Farkas, District 8 supervisor 
for Hillsborough County Schools 
and Tampa Bay Times columnist 
Ernest Hooper.  Gifts baskets 
were provided to each of the new 
teachers and special gifts were 
also provided to the area schools, 
intended to fulfill the needs of 
students throughout the year.

Breakfast, of course, was 
served at both events, sponsored 
by South County and Tampa 
Bay businesses.  The first day of 
school was Tuesday, August 21.

New teachers welcomed with gifts, breakfast
Continued from page 1 ■

Riverview High School Principal 
Bob Heilmann

Beth Shields Middle School 
Principal Anna Voida with a gift 
basket from the SouthShore 
Chamber.

Greater Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
Tanya Doran, right, with Angie 
Frazier of Canine Cabana in Riv-
erview announce the winners of 
a raffle during the new teacher 
breakfast in Riverview.

Hillsborough County Supervi-
sor of Elections, former teacher 
and retired Hillsborough County 
Superintendent Dr. Earl Len-
nard was guest speaker at the 
breakfast held at Riverview High 
School.

photos by mitch traphagen

Above, children from the Kids 
R Kids Learning Academy of 
Southshore entertained the 
Ruskin attendees with a song.
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HOURS:
Mon. - Sat.

6:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Sunday

7 am. to 2:30 p.m. 
Breakfast Served 

ALL DAY

3808 Sun City 
Center Blvd.

(former Danny Boys’ 
location)

Sun City Center

TO GO ORDERS:
(813)

633-3344
Kids meal not included. Our kids always drink FREE!

sunshinecafe3808@yahoo.com

THE

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

Buy One
Full Breakfast and Beverage

Get 1/2 Off Second Breakfast

1/2 Off
Monday thru Friday only • 6:30 to 10:30 a.m. • Expires 9/28/12

Peter Macaluso
Personal Injury: All Accidents, Auto, Slip/Fall
Immigration: Adjustment of Status, 
 Deportation, Family Status
Family Law: Divorce, Custody
Criminal Law: Misdemeanors, Felonies

Free Consultation (813) 251-2831
3302 N. Tampa Street, Tampa, FL 33603
www.MacalusoLaw.com

Se Habla 
Español  

Credit Cards 
Accepted

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

A new school year, a new school at RCMA

Mitch traphagen photos

WIMAUMA – The low-
income families of up to 66 
children got their first tour 
Monday afternoon of a new 
school built especially for 
them. 

Many of the children, all in 
grades 6 and 7, have attended 
school in portable classrooms 
since kindergarten. Now, 
they’re entering RCMA 
Leadership Academy, a 
charter middle school that 
held its first classes on 
Tuesday.

Leadership Academy 
– and RCMA Wimauma 
Academy, an 11-year-old 
elementary school next door 
– are operated by Redlands 
Christian Migrant Association. 
Both were created to provide 
high-quality education 
customized to the bicultural 
lives of south Hillsborough 
County’s low-income 
families. Nearly all children 
in the two schools have 
Spanish-speaking parents, 
while schooling is conducted 
in English.

The two schools are 
extensions of RCMA’s larger 
role of early childhood 
education for Florida’s rural 
poor; RCMA runs 18 child 
care centers in the Tampa Bay 
area and 71 statewide.

Leadership Academy will 
open next week with eight 
classrooms and administrative 
offices. Its cafeteria/
auditorium won’t be finished 
until October.

Building the middle 
school and renovating the 
elementary school will cost 
RCMA $3.2 million. Thanks 
to a continuing fund-raising 
campaign, RCMA has thus far 
collected $1.6 million of that 
amount

Marcela Estevez, RCMA Director of Student Services, helps a new stu-
dent on the day before the new school year began.  The RCMA Wimau-
ma Academy serves children in grades K-5, the RCMA Leadership 
Academy serves children in grades 6-7.

RCMA Leadership Academy teacher Ileana De Jesus speaks with a 
student and her family in a new classroom on the day before school 
began.

w Sun City Center Survey
As response time draws to a close, 4,053 of the 11,002 

community surveys mailed to SCC residents had been completed 
and returned early this week. 

Asked about progress of the survey effort, SCC Community 
Association Director David Floyd said board members were 
advised that as of Monday the rate of return was 36.8 percent. 
The impartial survey is being conducted by Dr. Ericka Matulich, 
a business consultant and University of Tampa professor who 
designed the survey based on local focus group results to learn 
which community improvements residents consider most 
worthwhile. 

The completed survey forms “still are coming in,” Floyd said, 
being deposited in a lock box located in the CA Central Campus 
offices and accessible only to Matulich or mailed directly to the 
UT professor in Tampa. It is hoped that all completed surveys 
will be available for tabulation by the research specialist by 
September 1.  

A community survey conducted by Matulich in Kings Point 
earlier this year produced a 40 percent return rate, Floyd 
observed, “and we would like to see Sun City Center residents 
match that rate of return.” 

A community town hall session to review tabulated survey 
results is set for October 4. 

w Ruskin’s “Fight the Blight”
During the 10-day community clean-up campaign brought to 

Ruskin early this month by Hillsborough’s Code Enforcement 
officers, nearly 12 tons of trash were removed from the area, 
according to the division communications coordinator.

The sweep on Ruskin’s east side and south from Shell Point 
Road to College Avenue, netted 64 discarded vehicle tires and 
filled at least 11 dumpsters with assorted debris and junk, said 
Carol Michel, department spokesperson. More than 115 citations 
were issued for a variety of violations such as abandoned 
property and neglected vegetation overgrowth. In all, over 400 
sites in the targeted area were inspected, she added. 

Ruskin’s Operation Fight the Blight was the fourth in a series 
of such campaigns undertaken by Code Enforcement officers in 
communities around the county.
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Whatever
happened
about...

Continued from page 1 ■

Power to the girls
Girlstories Leadership Theatre program, which is part of Powerstories 

Theatre, is a theatre arts program for girls living in Hillsborough who 
will be in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades next year. The girls practiced at the 
South Hillsborough Elks Lodge 2672 in Ruskin for 6 weeks this summer 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and put on a show for the Lodge on Wednesday, 
July 25. Girlstories Leadership Theatre was awarded the National Arts 
and Humanities Youth Program Award from First Lady Michelle Obama 
at the White House in 2010.

Shown in the picture are Nasya Jasper, Janely Rodriguez, Haley-
Starr Maldoando, Leonorida Sanchez, Sandra Sanchez, Taylor Da-
vis, Kasey Connolly, Genesis Saintil, Marylen Garcia, Jacqueline 
Holbrook, Daisy Vaszuez, Rosalinda Diaz, Maria Reyes, Mia-Ann Mc-
Kay, Melissa Perez, April Cisneros, Daisy Mosso and Grey Palham.

Wimauma Elementary welcomes volunteers
Everyone interested in volunteering at Wimauma Elementary School is 

invited to a free welcome back breakfast at 9 a.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 13 in the media center. A brief school orientation will be presented 
with multiple opportunities explained to suit your specific interest. Giv-
ing as little as two hours a week can make a huge difference in the life of 
a child.  Reading to children, helping with math or assisting in the media 
center are merely a few ways you can help. Drop by and learn more and 
bring a friend or two.

If you plan on attending, call the school at 671-5159. They are very 
close to Sun City Center, just a mile past Wal-Mart. Their address is 5709 
Hickman Street, Wimauma.
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Sun Hill 
Optical

Sun Hill 
Optical

Sun Hill 
OpticalMcDonald’s

Hess Station
Hess Station

Publix Post Office Dollar 
General Sav-A-Lot

HWY. 60 Boyette Rd. S.R. 674
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VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

SUN CITY CENTER
(813) 634-6344

Sun Hill Optical

2 Complete Pairs
of Eyeglasses

Some restrictions apply. Most prescriptions.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 9/13/12 CR39

CONTACTS Progressive
No-Line Bifocalsmonth supply 

starter kit with 
exam7 $99$149

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, examination or treatment

INSURANCES ACCEPTED: 
United Healthcare, EyeMed, 

VBA, Spectra, Humana, Freedom, 
VCP, Advantica, Optimum, Davis 

Vision and many more

Vision insurance for employees of Hillsborough 
County, Media General, Publix, Citigroup, 

Verizon, FedEX, Ford, and many more.
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7 $99$149$99$99

*with purchase of complete pair of 
Prescription Glasses Expires 9/13/12

Some restrictions apply. 
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 9/13/12 CR39

Some restrictions apply.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 9/13/12 CR39

FREE*FREE*

SUMMER

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

By William Hodges
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Positive Talk: 10 ways to be better liked 
I don’t believe there is a human 

alive who does not wish to be bet-
ter liked. Here are some character-
istics that I believe, if we work on 
them, will put us in the position of 
gaining greater approval 
from those around us.

1. Be optimistic. Few 
people want to be around 
a negative Nellie. Look 
for and point out the 
good in things rather 
than the bad.

2. Be enthusiastic. 
I like a phrase I saw 
pinned on the bulletin board of one 
company: “All those who are not 
fired with enthusiasm, will be.” 
You have a choice. You can be the 
anchor or the engine. Both serve a 
purpose, but much more money is 
spent on engines than anchors.

3. Be an individualist. Team 
players are certainly important, but 
every team must have someone 
who is willing to step out from the 
crowd and lead. Don’t be afraid to 
be the one who steps out. People 
will recognize you for your leader-
ship qualities.

4. Be flexible. The strongest 
leaders are those who know when 
to bend in the wind and when 
to stand into it. They have the 
capability to do both. In changing 
times like these, it is important 
to be willing to bend if we are to 

survive. 
5. Be attentive. Hear what 

others have to say. Be an active 
listener by asking questions and 
giving responses. All of us need 

someone who will lis-
ten. Listening may well 
be the most important of 
human relations skills.

6. Be imaginative. 
There is something 
about imaginative 
people that draws us to 
them. They see things 
others do not. Without 

imaginative people, we would still 
be in darkness, walking barefooted 
to our caves. Work at developing 
your imaginative skills. Whenever 
you have the chance, take any 
common object and write down 10 
nontraditional uses for that object. 
You will be amazed at what you 
discover.

7. Be trusting. Although you 
will be disappointed at times, you 
will find most people will work to 
keep your trust. Even when they 
break faith with you, guilt will 
force them to make it up to you. It 
is also much easier to be trusting 
than to put a lot of energy into 
suspicion.

8. Be industrious. Someone 
once said, “Luck is a four-letter 
word that is spelled w-o-r-k.” 
You’ll find people are drawn to 

those who are steady, reliable 
workers. 

9. Be even minded. Be willing 
to listen to all sides before making 
a decision. More importantly, treat 
each person’s opinion as though it 
is gold, because it is to them. Bal-
ance the facts and then, in the light 
of reason, make rational decisions 
that are fair to all sides.

10. Be nice. I suspect being nice 
is a combination of much of the 
above, but it also includes being 

friendly, open and appreciative of 
those around you. You never know 
when a kind word will go a long 
way for someone who is depressed 
or hurting. 

There they are—ten ways to be 
happier and more popular. Why 
not take one of these traits and 
work on it specifically for a week, 
then add another in subsequent 
weeks. In a year’s time, you can 
go through the list five times. 

Popularity, here you come!

SouthShore Regional Library

Adult program/event highlights
SouthShore Regional Library is located at 15816 Beth Shields Way, 

Ruskin, FL 33573.
n Email Messages and Attachments

Thursday, August 23 - 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.
Read, forward, and delete messages. Basic mouse and keyboarding 

skills are recommended Learn about sending attachments and creating 
address books. Registration is available at branch at noon.
n Internet: Viruses, Spyware, Phishing Scams and More!

Tuesday, August 28 - 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.
Learn how to surf the Internet while avoiding common scams and 

pitfalls that can compromise your security.  Learn about different types 
of malicious software, how they get on the personal computer, how to 
remove them, and precautions to take when using the internet. Register 
in advance at the Information Desk or call 273-3652.
n On-Line Genealogy

Tuesday, August 28 - 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Begin your family history research using Ancestry Library Edition and 

Heritage Quest.
n eBooks for Tablets and SmartPhones

Wednesday, August 29 - 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.
Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 

a Android, Blackberry, iPad, iPhone or Windows 7 devices using a free 
app. Learn how to register for a free Adobe ID to wirelessly check out 
and download library eBooks to an electronic tablet. Limit: 20
n SouthShore Needle People

Wednesday, August 29 - 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 

about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome! 
Bring a project and ask questions!
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Poets and 
artists invited to 
workshop

Fran Orenstein, award-winning 
poet and author will present a 
workshop to the Poets and Art-
ists Guild of Brandon, on writing 
a golden-trillium poem, at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 7 at Barnes 
and Noble, off Hwy 60, just east 
of I-75 at the entrance to the West-
field Mall. Everyone is welcome 
to join them for the workshop and 
to share your poetry in a safe envi-
ronment or just listen. They meet 
in the children’s section by the 
stage.

SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573
Kids’ Program/Event Highlights

August 23 - 29
Teen Night: Game Zone

Thursday, August 23 - 5 to 7 p.m.
For middle and high school students ~ Get in the zone with friends for 
some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo Wii with games such 
as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers Brawl and more! Fund-

ing provided by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library 

Family Story Time
Thursday, August 23 - 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver ~ Make reading time family time. Stories, 
action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this 

fun 30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children may 
wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

Baby Time
Monday, August 27 - 1:35 to 1:55 p.m.

Tuesday, August 28 - 11:35 to 11:55 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 29 - 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers. Early literacy 
begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 

and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces early literacy 
skills and encourages language development. 

Toddler Time
Tuesday, August 28 - 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

Wednesday, August 29 - 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, finger-

plays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute 
program that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading 

readiness. 

Story Time
Tuesday, August 28 - 11 to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, August 29 - 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute 

program that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading 
readiness and social interaction. 

Melanie Marken appointed to Southern 
Manatee Fire and Rescue District

 Governor Rick Scott announced the appointment of Melanie A. Marken 
to the Board of Commissioners of the Southern Manatee Fire and Rescue 
District.

Marken, 35, of Bradenton, has been a paralegal with Fournier and Con-
nolly P.A. since 2011 and with Lewis, Longman and Walker P.A. from 
2006 to 2011. Previously, she was a legal assistant in the Sarasota County 
Attorney’s Office from 2003 to 2006; with FCCI Insurance Group from 
2000 to 2003; and with Lulz, Bobo, Telfair P.A. from 1995 to 2000. She 
is the current vice president of the Sarasota Manatee Association of Legal 
Support Specialists. Marken received a bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of South Florida. She will fill the vacancy created by the suspen-
sion of Mark D. Ruben and is appointed for a term begun August 15, and 
extending for the period of suspension, not to extend beyond the term.

Bradenton teen receives qualifying 
wildcard for 2012 US Open

Bradenton’s 16-year-old Victoria Duval is one of five female players re-
ceiving wildcards into the main draw or qualifying for the 2012 US Open 
later this month, the USTA announced this week.

Contrasting the players granted wildcards by the USTA, the teenage Du-
val earned her wildcard by winning the USTA Girls’ 18 National Champi-
onships, knocking off five Top 10 seeds, and receiving the US Open main 
draw wildcard that annually goes to the winner of the event.

Duval, who currently works with USTA coach and former Top 10 U.S. 
player Kathy Rinaldi, last year reached the quarterfinals of the US Open 
Girls’ Singles, en route upsetting defending champion Daria Gavrilova.

Victoria Duval

Riverview 
Woman’s Club 
announces 
upcoming events

Friday, Sept 7 at 6 p.m.
Bunco Night at Summerfield 

Crossings Golf Club on Summer-
field Blvd off Big Bend Rd. Total 
cost is $17.50, $10 to play and 
the restaurant is providing sand-
wiches, soda, and more for $7.50. 
RSVP and pay at the door.

Wednesday, Sept 19 at 11:30 
a.m.

A membership meeting at Sum-
merfield Crossings Golf Club on 
Summerfield Blvd off Big Bend 
Rd. Cost of lunch is $12 for a 
choice off the mini menu, RSVP 
and pay at the door. The guest 
speaker is Earl Lennard, Superin-
tendent of Elections.  He will talk 
about Riverview.

Thursday, Sept 27, at 11 a.m.
A visit to a tomato repacking 

plant, details for this cultural event 
are forming, more to follow.

AMERICAN LEGION
Alafia Post 148 • 7240 U.S. Hwy. 301

(813) 677-6529
MEETINGS
Legion Riders 1st Monday 6:30 p.m.
Legion General 2nd Monday 7 p.m.
Sons (SAL) 2nd Thursday 7 p.m.
Auxiliary 3rd Thursday 7 p.m.

MEALS (Public Welcome)
Fish Fry Every Friday 5 to 7 p.m.
Breakfast 2nd and 4th Sunday 9 to 11 a.m.
DINNER
American Legion Riders Sunday, August 26 5 to 7 p.m.

EVENTS
Texas Hold’ em Saturday, August 18  6 to 10 p.m.
Marine Corps League Car Wash
 Saturday, August 25 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Prom Night Saturday, August 25 7 p.m. $12 or 2/$20

Michele Herndon of Keller Wil-
liams Realty South Shore in Apollo 
Beach has earned the prestigious 
Certified Distressed Property Ex-
pert (CDPE) designation, having 
completed extensive training in 
foreclosure avoidance, with a par-
ticular emphasis on short sales. At 
a time when millions of homeown-
ers are struggling with the possi-
bility of foreclosure, the skills and 
education amassed by Herndon 
will help benefit the South Shore 
area residents and communities. 

Short sales allow the distressed 
homeowner to repay the mortgage 
at the price that the home sells 
for, even if it is lower than what is 
owed on the property. With plum-
meting property values, this can 
save many people from foreclo-
sure and even bankruptcy. 

More and more lenders are will-
ing to consider short sales because 
they are much less costly than 
foreclosures. 

Today, more than 13 percent of 
homeowners are delinquent on 
their mortgage or in the foreclo-
sure process. This is occurring 
across all price ranges, and the 
fastest-growing category of homes 
in foreclosure is the luxury home 
market. 

“The CDPE designation has 
been invaluable as I work with 
homeowners and lenders on com-
plicated short sales,” said Hern-
don. “It is so rewarding to be able 
to help families save their homes 
from foreclosure.” For more infor-
mation about CDPE Designation, 
visit www.cdpe.com.

Soldier
Army Pfc. Ilona Anishchenko 

has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 
S.C.

During the nine weeks of 
training, the soldier studied the 
Army mission, history, tradition 
and core values, physical fitness, 
and received instruction and 
practice in basic combat skills, 
military weapons, chemical 
warfare and bayonet training, 
drill and ceremony, marching, 
rifle marksmanship, armed and 
unarmed combat, map reading, 
field tactics, military courtesy, 
military justice system, basic 
first aid, foot marches, and field 
training exercises.

Anishchenko is the daughter of 
Natalie Ivanoff of Avalon Crest 
Court, Riverview, and former ward 
of Bob and Shelly LaPenna of Bua 
Drive, Temple Terrace.

She is a 2010 graduate of East 
Bay High School, Gibsonton.

IN UNIFORM

The Tampa Bay Rowdies remaining 
schedule is as follows:

Aug. 25  PuERTo RICo
7:30 p.m.
Sept. 1 at Ft. Lauderdale
7:30 p.m.
Sept. 8 ATLANTA
7:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at FC Edmonton
4:05 p.m.
Sept. 19 CARoLINA
7:30 p.m.
Sept. 22 at Carolina
7 p.m.

Home games are played at Al 
Lang Stadium in downtown St. 
Petersburg. Follow the team action 
at www.RowdiesSoccer.com

The majority of Hillsborough County offices and facilities will be closed on 
Monday, Sept. 3, in observance of Labor Day.

Closed facilities include the administrative offices of County government, 
neighborhood service centers, all libraries, all County-operated Head Start/Early 
Head Start Centers, recreation centers, senior centers and nutrition sites.

Animal Services
Animal Services will be open for regular Saturday/Sunday hours through Labor 

Day weekend, but the shelter is always closed on Mondays. A limited number of 
personnel will be on call for animal emergencies over the holiday by calling the 
main number at 813-744-5660. 

Fire Rescue
Fire Rescue administration and the Fire Marshall office’s will be closed on 

Labor Day. All emergency services will continue without interruption.
InfoLine
Hillsborough County’s InfoLine, 813-272-5900, will be closed.
Head Start
All County-operated Head Start/Early Head Start facilities and Delegate 

Agencies (Hillsborough County Public Schools, Tampa Metropolitan YMCA and 
Lutheran Services of Florida) will be closed for Labor Day.

Libraries
All libraries in Hillsborough County will be closed, including Temple Terrace 

Public Library and Bruton Memorial Library in Plant City.
Parks, Recreation and Conservation
All regional parks are open. All County recreation centers will be closed. The 

Brandon and Apollo Beach skate parks are closed on Mondays.
Solid Waste
There will be no solid waste collection (including garbage, recyclables and 

yard waste) in the unincorporated Hillsborough County Service Area, which also 
includes Tampa Palms, Hunter’s Green and New Tampa. Solid waste customers 
whose scheduled collection day falls on Monday, Sept. 3, may set out twice the 
amount of garbage, recyclables and yard waste on the next scheduled day for pick 
up of these items.

The Southeast County Landfill, Northwest and South County Transfer Facilities, 
Resource Recovery Facility, Hillsborough Heights Community Collection Center, 
and the Alderman Ford Community Collection Center will be closed.

Sunshine Line
The Sunshine Line transportation service will not be in operation on Labor 

Day.
Water and Wastewater Emergencies
Emergency calls regarding County water and wastewater service may be made 

to 813-744-5600. Also, the Public utilities Department’s Water Quality Hotline is 
answered 24 hours a day. That number is 813-264-3835.

Constitutional Officers
offices of the Property Appraiser, Tax Collector and Supervisor of Elections 

will be closed on Labor Day, as well as offices of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and court facilities.

Environmental Protection Commission
The offices of the Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough 

County will be closed.

Hillsborough County Offices, 
Facilities Closings For Labor Day

R.E. agent 
earns 
short sale 
designation
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MONDAY

11 a.m.-6 p.m. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Bud & Bud Light 
Bottles

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

www.staylittleharbor.com

1/2 Lb.
Angus 
Burger
$695

$

Chef’s
Special Sunday

Brunch

Don’t want to 

miss this!

Hang around 

for sunset!
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THURSDAY

Chef’s
Special 
for 
Dinner

Bring this 
coupon for 10% OFF Your Entrée Purchase FOOD ONLY. One coupon per table. 

Cannot be used with any other promotion. 
Gratuity not included.

This coupon has no cash value.
EXPIRES 8/30/12

Warning: Plan for alternate routes, 
extra time during RNC

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
SOUTH COUNTY- No matter 

how well they plan or how many 
contingency strategies the city, 
county and state put into place, 
when it comes to how to find 
your way to where you’re going 
in Tampa during the Republican 
National Convention, it’s 
anybody’s guess. 

Ali Glisson, spokeswoman for 
Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn’s 
Public Affairs Office, said there 
are enough contingency plans 
in place so whatever scenario 
actually occurs, emergency 
vehicles will not be impacted.

“We have so many layers of 
contingency plans and measures 
we hope we’re ready for 
anything,” Glisson told me in a 
telephone interview Aug. 19.

Several websites are given 
throughout this story so people 
can check in advance to see 
whether their regular route to 
work (in Tampa) will be affected 
and also where things like county 
offices and courts will be held 
while the convention is taking 
place.

Although the convention dates 
are Aug. 27-30, county offices 
will be closed from Aug. 20-31 to 
allow for final preparations and 
cleanup after the convention.

Meanwhile, quotes and 
suggestions from many county 
officials have been gathered and 
listed here in an attempt to help 
local residents make advance 
plans.

Willie Puz, client services 
director for Hillsborough 
County’s Public Affairs office 

suggests that anyone first check 
out www.hillsboroughcounty.
org/rnc for anything to do 
with county business. “There 
has been a monumental effort 
between government offices 
at every level to coordinate,” 
Puz said. He explained that 
County Center (downtown on 
Kennedy Boulevard) will be 
closed and alternate sites will 
instead be open in four areas of 
the county: Brandon, Westgate 
Plaza (Northwest Tampa); Plant 
City; and the South Shore Service 
Center located at 410 30th St. 
Ruskin. Ruskin should be ready 
for extra traffic in that area of 
State Road 674 as people who 
usually use Tampa for their county 
business come down State Road 
674 from Interstate 75 to turn 
north on 30th Street, next Sun 
Point Plaza. Maps and directions 
to all the offices may be found at 
www.hepafl.org, Puz said.

While Glisson states that 
emergency management services 
will all be on duty according to 
schedule, Tampa General Hospital 
has special routes posted on its 
website http://www.tgh.org/
republican-national-convention-
information.asp that will enable 
people heading there by car to 
check out expected closed streets 
and alternate routes now.

County officials say there will 
be no road work going on during 
the time county offices are closed 
but that work already in progress 
(like closures of areas in progress 
such as the widening of Boyette 
Road) must be left closed and 
will likely be moving slower than 
usual.

Deborah Warcheski of Tampa 
Fire Rescue says a Call Center 
Live Helpline is already operating 
24/7 at 866-762-8687. This line 
has 12 people manning it at all 
times who are connected to an 
army of county and state staff. 
If there are any emergency road 
closures, events, or warnings 
not anticipated – such as an 
automobile accident- this line will 
have them on file immediately 
for callers who want to check out 
their drive before approaching a 
destination or even when they’re 
first getting into their cars.

Most of the delegates are being 
bused into the city from hotels 
but once they get there, nobody 
can foresee what they will do, Puz 
said. “Will they walk? How far 
will they walk? Where will they 
eat? We have no way of knowing 
that.”

Lynn Schulz, director of the 
Ybor City Saturday Market at 
Centennial Park on 8th Avenue 
and 19th Street expects that 
the market be well attended the 
weekend before and after the 
event and will hold business as 
usual, but most of its expected 
increase will be with foot traffic. 
She and the vendors there are 
hoping many people will stay 
in Tampa and increase business 
by just sightseeing and walking 
around the city.

Marcia Mejia of HARTline 
is ready for what could be an 
onslaught of bus traffic.

Most Tampa bus service will 
be detoured to operate North of 
Kennedy Boulevard to avoid 
going into the area around the 
Tampa Bay Times Forum where 

the convention will be held. 
“Although we will do whatever 

we can to operate normal routes, 
we ask our customers to be 
prepared for schedule changes 
and allow themselves extra time,” 
Mejia said.

There will be nine express routes 
operating to take commuters from 
Brandon, Lutz and other places, 
but as South County residents 
already know, except for the 
Express Route and Rt. No. 31, 
South County has no regular 
bus service. But once in Tampa, 
additional bus and trolley service 
will be available. Checking at 

http://www.gohart.org/
departments/marketing/detours/
rnc/downtown_map.pdf will alert 
people of this now.

Another thing that will be 
moved but will continue on 
schedule is court.

During the entire week of August 
27, no court proceedings will 
be held in the Sam M. Gibbons 
U.S. (Federal) Courthouse. A 
filing deposit box will be placed 
inside the first floor of the 
courthouse, which will be open 
for the delivery of paperwork. The 
court encourages people to file 
papers through the mail. Judges 
Roy Dalton and David Baker of 
the Orlando Division have been 
designated district and magistrate 
judges responsible for any Tampa 
matters arising between Aug. 25 
and Sept. 1, including anything 
arising from the RNC that requires 
courtroom proceedings.

As for county courts, http://
www.fljud13.org/Portals/0/
Announcements/AOCCoOpsSSE.

AARP Driver 
Safety Class 

offered
AARP offers Driver Safety 

refresher courses for drivers 
older than 50. Once the 6 hour 
course is completed each par-
ticipant receives a certificate 
to turn into their insurance 
company for a possible rate 
reduction on their automobile 
insurance. The cost is $12 for 
AARP members, and $14 for 
non- members. 

Registration information is 
available at www.aarp.org/dri-
versafety and 1-888-227-7669

Brandon
September 11 - 9:30 a.m. – 

3:30 p.m. 
Davis Park Senior Center 

612 Parsons Drive
Registration: 813-653-7249
September 24 - noon – 6 

p.m. H 2 U Brandon Regional 
Hospital

228 Oakfield Plaza - Room 
228 - North of Oakfield Drive

Registration: H 2 U Office 
813-684-3316

Sun City
September 7 9 a.m. – 3:30 

p.m. Kings Point 1904 Club-
house Drive

Registration: Encore Bank: 
813-634-8001

September 17 9 a.m. – 3:30 
p.m. Sun City Center 1653 N 
Pebble Beach Blvd

Registration: Encore Bank: 
813-634-8001

The Observer News office 
will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 3 in 
observance of LABOR DAY

See PLAN FOR ALT. ROUTES, page 16
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Acupuncture & Wellness Clinic
Call Toni

207 4th St. NW • Ruskin
813-645-8168

have you struggled  
to lose weight?

We have a solution!
HCG Professional Strength  

(Only available through Medical Professionals)
The subject of a 30 year study  

by Dr. A.T.W. Simeon, a British Doctor.
Ginny of Wimauma has lost 68 lbs. since Feb. 15, 2012

before after

AAA
Furniture

We Buy & Sell  
daily trips to scc

Riverview’s Best Kept Secret
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

6819 US Hwy 301 S, Riverview

813-677-8180

THE 2011

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

®

Quality Wicker & Rattan Furniture

Call for
Directions

We make Custom Cushions!

We Have something for 
every room in your house
Visit our store for indoor or outdoor 
furniture. We have a wide variety 
of Dining Sets, Seating Groups, 

Bedroom Collections, Barstoools, 
Plasma TV Stands, Shelving Units.  

Need New CushioNs?  
Bring your old cushions, get a free 

quote today.

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices
2711 N. Macdill Ave.  • tampa, fl 33607 • 813-876-1566

www.qualitywicker.com• QualityWicker@aol.com
hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Closed Weekends

Lakeshore Dining Set  
w/ Cushions 
regular price $1145

Available colors:  Mocha, 
White and Stain

Expires 8/30/12

$949

“Carefree bathing is 
just a step away”

813-448-3711

the safer, soothing bathing solution

• Low 6” Step-in
• 17” ADA Compliant Seat
• 18” Wide Door For Easy Access
• Mounted Shower Assembly
• Left or Right Hand Doors
• No Hassle Lifetime Guarantee

Just open the door, step in, 
and enjoy a nice hot bath!

License #CGC1518164

Lifestyle Remodeling

FREE
Hydrotherapy 

Spa Upgrade With 
Your Installed 
Walk-In Tub
Limited Time Only

®www.LifestyleRemodeling.com • 0% Financing Available

Come visit our...

SHOWROOM

720 4th Street SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3529
Glass Rooms, Screen Rooms, Screen Fronts, Garage Screens, 
Pool Enclosures, Carports, Vinyl & Acrylic Windows, Roof 

Overs, Awnings, House Windows

® Ken Knox Contractor Lic: #RX0057641

BEST
OF SOUTH SHORE

The South Shore News & Tribune Readers’ Poll 2012

BRONZE WINNER

SIDES
 SKIN-ON FRIES
 LARGE BATTERED ONION RINGS
 SWEET POTATO FRIES
 NEW ENGLAND CLAM CHOWDER
 COLESLAW
 CHILI

ENTREES 
 “HOMEMADE” HAMBURGERS
 TURKEY BURGERS
 ALL BEEF HOT DOGS
 SWEET & HOT SAUSAGES
 PHILLY CHEESESTEAKS

SEAFOOD
WE ALSO SERVE THE FRESHEST 
FRIED, GRILLED AND BLACKENED 
SEAFOOD
 FISH
 SHRIMP
 CLAM STRIPS
 SEA SCALLOPS
 WHOLE BELLY CLAMS
 MAINE LOBSTER ROLLS

DESSERTS
 HAND DIPPED ICE CREAM
 SUNDAES
 SHAKES
 CONES
 FLOATS
 BANANA SPLITS

OUTDOOR DINING 
 PICNIC TABLES ONSITE

204 W. SHELL POINT RD. • RUSKIN
(CORNER OF 2ND STREET AND SHELLPOINT)
813-419-4325 TUE. - SAT.: 11 AM - 7 PM

CLIP THIS 
AD FOR 15%OFF YOUR NEXT ORDER 

OF $10 OR MORE!

Thank you for voting for us. 
We appreciate your business and look forward 

to serving you for many years to come.

The Perfect Piece
Used Quality Furniture & Accessories

2406 College Ave. • Ruskin • 813-645-1800
Stop by...you’ll be pleasantly surprised!

$10

$10

$10 OffPresent this 
ad for

any purchase 
of $50 or 

more!

 WE BUY 
& SELL

$$ TURN YOUR BROKEN AND  
UNUSED JEWELRY INTO  

CASH $$

Clean out your jewelry box!!

RUSKIN PAWN
2406 College Ave. / S.R. 674 • Ruskin • 813-645-2274

Family Owned

Private Appointments Possible With Prior Notice

• Platinum
• Coins

• Estate Jewelry
• Diamonds
• Scrap Gold

Come see and  
test drive the new 

2012 Yamaha Drive 
Fully Equipped. 

Sun City Center’s ONLY
Golf Car Superstore!

1605 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL

813-633-7843
Thank you for 

making us Best of 
the Best two years 

in a row!

$6995 w/4 yr.
Factory Warranty
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616 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin, FL 33570
 813-645-4632

www.TotalAutomotiveServices.com

FREE 
OIL CHANGE

Synthetic Blend Oil
with purchase of tire set  

any brand, any size
Expires 8/31/12

Shell Point Rd.

SR 674 To Sun City Center

N

HOURS:  
Mon.-Fri. 8-5  
Saturday 8-2

WHOLESALE TIRES

Servicing 
Sun City Center,

Ruskin & 
Apollo Beach

Most Cars & Trucks

5120 SR 674
(Just past Walmart)

634-4851
Storage-

 Buy 5 mos., get 6!
Buy 9 mos. get 12!
Outside, $30/mo.

*Boxes - 
Buy 5, get 6!

*Other Packing
  Supplies - 10% off

* With this coupon 
valid thru Dec. 31, 2012

Climate controlled, 
Garage & Outside 

Storage

TIRED OF WAITING 
IN LONG LINES?

NEED PERSONAL 
ATTENTION WITH 

YOUR MEDICATIONS?

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR 
YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS?

NOW YOU HAVE 
AN OPTION!

139 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Suite 103

Sun City Center, FL 33573
813-633-8222

We accept all insurances 
including TRICARE & 
EXPRESS SCRIPTS.

Try our Blister Packs
The pharmacist will organize 

your medications for you2604 College Ave. E. • Ruskin    S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75     813-641-0090

$990
Used

Railroad
Crossties each

Bulk Mulch & Rock

Your Hometown Favorite Crosstie & Landscaping Supply

www.TampaCrossties.com
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 • Sat. 8-2

FROM

TRUCK LOAD SALE
All bagged mulch

5 for $10

Variety of 
Concrete 
Outdoor
Furniture & 
Accessories

Resurface 
your deck at 
a fraction of 
the price of 
replacement

• Gravel
• Washed Shell
• Pine Bark
• Mulch
• Lava Rock
• Lawn 

Furniture

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

NEW

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

• Tools
• Boulders
• Bagged 

Material
• Concrete 

Parking 
Stops

All bagged rock & gravel 4 for $12

Got Gold? GET CASH TODAY!!
We Pay CASH and
We Pay the MOST!

GettinG cash for your

Gold,
Silver &

Platinum
has neVer Been so easy!!

HONEST, SAFE & SECURE
South Bay Gold Buyers

www.southbaygoldbuyers.com

813-645-1723
812 U.S. 41 • Ruskin, FL 33570

(Next to Amscot)

FREE
Professional

ring 
cleaning

with mention of this ad

NOW BUYING Sterling Flatware, Sterling Coffee & 
Tea Sets, Gold/Silver Coins & Gift Cards

now offering estate sale services 
 call for more information

PrimeCare
SUN CITY, LLC

At PrimeCare Sun City, you get more than just medical 
attention.  
With complete health care services, we offer everything 
from routine checkups to treatment of  minor 
emergencies. 
Above all, we offer patients the kind of   
old-fashioned, personalized service that’s hard to find 
these days.

Stop by to take a tour of our office and meet the doctor & staff.

813-633-4000 SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS
139 South Pebble Beach Blvd., Suite 207
Sun City Center, FL 33573 Regular Office Hours: Monday Thru Friday

8 a.m.- 5 p.m. ( Lunch Noon- 1 p.m. )
Se Habla Español

Now Accepting New Patients And  
Same-Day Appointments Are Available!

Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Geetha Krishnan, M.D.

SUNROOMS • SCREEN ROOMS

Brate Built Construction, Inc. CBC#1250631

We bring the 
showroom to you
NO MONEY DOWN • CASH DISCOUNTS

Call For FREE Estimate
649-1599

Visit our website
www.BratesAluminum.com

In your area 26 years
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Community Association leaders propose new membership 
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
SUN CITY CENTER – For only 

the second time in nearly 30 years 
of Community Association history 
here, a substantial expansion of 
the membership is getting serious 
attention. 

The CA board of directors, after 
considering pros and cons, now is 
proposing that the organization’s 
membership be opened to all 
independent living residents in 
Freedom Plaza and Sun Towers, 
Ed Barnes, board president, said 
this week. A similar suggestion 
involving only Freedom Plaza 
was raised some years ago, but 
not widely embraced. 

And, while far from a done 
deal, the notion recently has been 
the subject of talks involving CA 
directors and managers at both 
Freedom Plaza and Sun Towers, 
Barnes indicated. 

It also has been suggested 
informally to FP residents, several 
living there said this week, getting 
hesitant reviews leaning toward 
favorable. 

In addition, the idea was tossed 
around during a recent “Coffee 
and Conversation” session 
in SCC, generating mostly 
enthusiastic acceptance, Barnes 
said. 

CA members in SCC currently 
pay $263 annual dues and have 
access to the community’s 
extensive recreational facilities, 
can join more than a hundred 
clubs, can participate as 
volunteers in a variety of 

service oriented 
organizations 
as well as make 
use of specific 
structures and 
other physical 
features. 

 From dog park 
and ag plots to 
meeting rooms 
and emergency 
medical service 
delivery, 
from groups 
representing 
particular states to 
artistic and artisan, 
craft and computer 
clubs, from swimming pools to 
lawn bowling fields to fitness 
center, SCC CA members can 
stay busy and involved around the 
clock and throughout the calendar 
for less than $22 per month. It 
is a cost/benefit situation rarely 
matched in other communities, 
whether retirement or family 
oriented. 

It also is the menu of activities 
Freedom Plaza and Sun Towers 
independent livers would get 
if they were to become CA 
members entitled to all rights and 
privileges. And, Barnes added, 
it is a promotional factor that 
managements of the two facilities 
located golf-cart close to SCC 
could use in marketing their 
independent living housing. 

On the other side of the coin, 
the first benefit accruing to the 
CA would be the annual bump-
up in income, estimated to top 

$100,000 at the 
beginning of each and 
every year, payable in 
two lump sums. The 
dues payment process 
being discussed 
would have each of 
the two managements 
making a lump sum 
payment to the CA in 
January of each year, 
covering individual 
memberships for 
each independent 
living resident in the 
facility, Barnes noted. 

How the 
managements then 

collected the dues reimbursements 
from their residents would be 
their choices. “That would be 
entirely up to them,” he said. 
Although, Barnes asserted, “ we 
would want assurance of dues 
paid on time and, in case of non-
payment, we would want to retain 
right to lien.” In SCC, the CA 
places liens on properties whose 
owners have failed over a span of 
time to pay annual membership 
fees when due in order to 
eventually collect the fees when 
the properties are sold. 

Asked about potential downside 
of the expanded membership 
proposal, Barnes said it might 
be thought to be possible 
overcrowding of SCC amenities. 

However, he asserted that, in 
fact, just about half of the new 
members actually would use 
them. He estimated that increase 
to be about two percent of the 
existing CA membership or 
perhaps 210 new users.

 Among current Freedom 
Plaza residents, the reaction 
was cautious interest. Paul and 
Theresa Campagna, for example, 
pointed to the range of amenities 
available to them on site – pools, 
pickle ball, shuffleboard, tennis. 
The couple, in their sixties and 
moving from Kings Point about 
2.5 years ago, love their lifestyle, 
Paul Campagna said, but might 
access some SCC features if 
available to them as CA members. 

Bobbie Haynes, whose husband, 
John, has been slowed down by 
health problems, expressed much 
the same outlook. Also former 
KP condo owners, she now is 
active in several FP groups and 
particularly interested in the 
Arts League where she works 
in water colors and pastels. On 
the other hand, she noted, if she 
had opportunity as a CA member 
to take instruction from visiting 
teachers in her media in SCC, she 
probably would do so.

Similarly, Martha Bingham, in 
the process of selling her longtime 
Valrico home and looking forward 
to relocation to her new apartment 

in FP, said she might investigate 
opportunities to work in stained 
glass and ceramics with the SCC 
clubs if CA membership were an 
option for her. 

The options could, in time, be 
available to Bingham, but a multi-
stage process must be followed 
first. Community Association 
Articles of Incorporation as well 
as the organization’s by-laws 
would have to be changed to 
accommodate the neighboring 
independent livers’ memberships, 
Barnes said. In addition, he noted 
that some adjustment would be 
required to the 1984 Agreement, 
a governing document outlining 
binding understandings on a 
number of issues by the CA and 
successive developers.

And, ultimately a referendum 
vote by the CA membership could 
be necessary, Barnes added. 

Meanwhile, the proposal is to 
continue to be aired. It will be the 
subject du jour during another 
Coffee and Conversation session 
slated for 9 AM on September 
13 in the Atrium’s Caper Room, 
Barnes said, and will be discussed 
in the October issue of the 
widely distributed CA newsletter, 
The News of Sun City Center. 
A “straw vote” form for CA 
members’ convenience is to be 
included. 
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Ed Barnes, CA President

Sun City Center
October 6, 2012
United Methodist Church

JOIN US! 
START A TEAM, JOIN A TEAM, 
OR WALK AS AN INDIVIDUAL.

Register Now: act.alz.org/suncitycenter
If interested, please contact 

Katie Hood
(727) 259-2316

hoodk@alzflgulf.org
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Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: Cats love the sun. Design special spaces in 
sunny places. Put cat trees in front of windows and 
provide shelves or ledges large enough for your cat to 
enjoy the warmth and outdoor viewing.

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

has been located in Sun City Center for  
11+ years and is only a phone call away

Call 634-6617

With Hanson Services

It’s like having a 
personal staff.
Personalized services 
for your individual needs.
Some of our many services 
include, but not limited to:

 Personal Grooming • Companions• 
 Meal Preparation • Injections• 
 Light Housekeeping• 
 Medication Set-ups and Reminders• 
 Alzheimer Assistance• 
 Grocery Shopping • Concierge Services• 
 Private Duty In-Home or Facility• 
 Doctors Appointments• 
 Transportation For All Your Needs• 
 Emergency Room Assistance• 

All caregivers are background screened.
You DO have choices.

Georgana Collins, 
ADM

FREE in-home 
and private 

consultation to 
see how we can 
help you with 
your needs to 
be comfortable 
in your home.
References 

upon request.
• Bonded
• Licensed 
• Insured

Lic #30211040

We accept 
most long-term 
care insurance 

policies.

Dear Savvy Senior,
When my neighbor applied for 

his retirement benefits last year, 
he found that Social Security had 
made some mistakes on his earn-
ings record in past years, which 
caused him to get a monthly ben-
efit check that was lower than it 
should have been. He never got it 
straightened out. How can I make 
sure this doesn’t happen to me? 

Paranoid Paul
Dear Paul,
The best 

way to keep 
an eye on 
your Social 
Security ben-
efits and avoid 
any possible 
mistakes is 
to carefully 

review your Social Security state-
ment, which you can now do on-
line. 

Just go to ssa.gov/mystatement 
and answer a few questions to 
verify your identity, and then print 
your statement out on paper. If 
you’re age 60 or older and not yet 
receiving benefits, your statement 
will actually be mailed to you 
about three months before your 
birthday. 

Your Social Security statement 
lists your earnings record for each 
year of employment, and estimates 
the benefits you and your family 
may receive as a result of those 
earnings. 

Once you get your statement in 
front of you, take some time to 
verify its accuracy by comparing 
the earnings listed on your state-
ment with your own tax records or 
W-2 statements. And if you spot a 
discrepancy, follow these steps: 
•	 Call	 your	 nearest	 Social	

Security office (see ssa.gov/loca-
tor or call 800-772-1213 to get the 
number) to report the error. Some 
corrections can be made over the 
phone, or you may need to sched-
ule an appointment and go in with 
copies of your W-2 forms or tax 
returns to prove the mistake, or 
you can mail it in.
•	 If	you	suspect	a	discrep-

ancy but don’t have backup re-
cords, the Social Security Admin-
istration (SSA) may be able to use 
your employment information to 
search its records and correct mis-
takes. If the SSA can’t locate your 
records, you’ll need to contact the 
employer to obtain a copy of your 
W-2 for the year in question. 
•	 Once	 your	 earnings	 re-

cord is corrected, SSA will send 
you a confirming letter. If you 
don’t receive the confirmation 

How to Verify Your Social 
Security Benefits

THE SAVVY SENIOR

By Jim Miller

within three months, contact them 
again, and double-check the cor-
rection by making sure it appears 
on your Social Security statement.
•	 If	corrections	aren’t	made	

on your statement start an appeals 
process (see ssa.gov/pubs/10041.
html). 

Other Mistakes
Social Security earnings miscal-

culations can also happen if there’s 
a mistake in your current mailing 
address that the IRS has on file for 
you.	Check	your	federal	tax	returns	
for this possible error, especially if 
you’ve moved recently. 

To correct your address, contact 
the IRS at 800-829-3676 and ask 
them	 to	mail	you	 the	“Change	of	
Address” form 8822, or print it off 
at irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8822.pdf, 
fill it out and mail it back to the 
address on the form.

Other factors that can cause mis-
takes are if your name or date of 
birth in the SSA records isn’t the 
same as it appears in the IRS files. 
Name mistakes most often occur 
for women who have changed 
their name following a marriage 
or divorce. So double check your 
Social Security statement for these 
possible mishaps, and if you notice 
an error call the 800-772-1213 and 
ask for Form SS-5, “Application 
for	 a	 Social	 Security	 Card,”	 and	
submit it with the correct informa-
tion. The form can also be down-
loaded at ssa.gov/online/ss-5.pdf.  

Calculation Errors
Even when all the earnings data 

is correct, SSA occasionally errors 
in calculating benefits. If you think 
your benefits have been miscal-
culated (see ssa.gov/pubs/10070.
html), point it out to your local So-
cial Security office and ask them 
to recalculate. If they do find an 
error, make sure you receive a con-
firming letter and that the correc-
tion appears on your statement. If 
you’re already receiving benefits, 
the SSA will reimburse you for the 
amount of the error.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit Sav-
vySenior.org. Jim Miller is a con-
tributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

Volunteer 
Opportunity

Florida’s Long-Term Care Om-
budsman Program needs volun-
teers to join its corps of dedicated 
advocates who protect the rights of 
elders who live in nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities and adult 
family care homes.  The pro-
gram’s local councils are seeking 
additional volunteers to identify, 
investigate and resolve residents’ 
concerns. Special training and cer-
tification is provided.

All interested individuals who 
care about protecting the health, 
safety, welfare and rights of long-
term care facility residents -- who 
often have no one else to advocate 
for them -- are encouraged to call 
toll-free 1-888-831-0404 or visit 
the program’s website at http://
ombudsman.myflorida.com.

Hattie Barr 
turns 100

August 24 will be a big day 
for Hattie Barr. On that day she 
will celebrate her 100th birth-
day surrounded by her fam-
ily and friends at her daughter, 
Lois’ home in Titusville, FL.

Hattie’s life began in Wheel-
ing, West Virginia in 1912. 
She married Lee Hawkins and 
moved with him to Akron to 
work for the war effort at the 
Goodyear plant. The couple 
had 4 children, Lois, Doris, 
Arley and James. After Lee’s 
death in 1954, she married Vin-
cent Foot, was widowed again 
and later married Arthur Barr. 
Throughout her life golf, dancing and bowling were always activities 
Hattie enjoyed.

Two of Hattie’s remaining children, Doris of Uniontown, Ohio and Ar-
ley Hawkins of Sun City Center will join their mother and sister, Lois for 
the festivities. Unfortunately, their brother James has passed away. But 
Hattie will enjoy the company of some of her 8 grandchildren, 16 great 
grandchildren and 4 great, great grandchildren. Happy 100th Birthday, 
Hattie Barr!

Hattie Barr

Interfaith Council of Sun City Center 
prepares for grant proposals

The Interfaith Council offers grants to South Shore 501(c)3 non-profit 
organizations using funds derived from sales at the Interfaith Council’s 
Nearly New Shop in the Sun City Center Plaza. Support is given to food 
banks, schools, and other service groups that make formal requests be-
tween September 1 and September 30.

For more information go to www.SunCityCenterInterfaithCouncil.com 
or call 813-642-9099.

Photo by Joy SParkman
From left to right: Roz Cruthis, newly appointed Grants Committee 
chairperson, Jay Sparkman, President of IFC, and Naomi Foreman, 
past chairperson of the Grants Committee, plan a course of action 
for the 2012-2013 year.

Cleaner 
transportation 
solutions being 
sought

The Environmental Protection 
Commission of Hillsborough Coun-
ty (EPC) and Hillsborough County 
Commissioner Mark Sharpe are 
proud to join the University of 
South Florida (USF) and TECO En-
ergy to launch a U.S. Department 
of Energy Clean Cities Coalition 
for the Tampa Bay area.  Joined by 
members of the business communi-
ty, other government organizations 
and education leaders, the begin-
ning of a Tampa Bay Clean Cities 
Coalition will advance the use of 
alternative fuel technology for both 
the private and public sectors in our 
region.  The use of alternative fuels 
for vehicles offers economic and 
energy security, as well as cleaner 
vehicle emissions for the environ-
ment and public health.

At a ceremony on Tuesday, Au-
gust 14, Hillsborough County 
Commissioner Mark Sharpe, EPC 
Executive Director Richard Gar-
rity, USF President Judy Genshaft, 
TECO Energy President and CEO 
John Ramil, and Tampa business-
man and philanthropist Frank Mor-
sani all emphasized the importance 
of working toward transportation 
solutions that reduce our depen-
dence on petroleum products. 

More than 100 people represent-
ing private industry, government 
and education turned out.  A ring 
of vehicles running on compressed 
natural gas and electric power were 
parked outside as an example of how 
large institutions, such as TECO 
and Tampa International Airport, 
are already turning to cleaner fuels.  
Tampa International Airport was in-
strumental in bringing the first fast-
fill compressed natural gas station 
to Hillsborough County.

Commissioner Mark Sharpe leads 
the Hillsborough County Work-
group on Energy Management and 
Sustainability and has focused the 
Workgroup on improving transpor-
tation fuels for our region.   Com-
missioner Sharpe lauded the effort 
and the community commitment 
to improved transportation fuels, 
defining the Tampa Bay region as 
being on the cutting-edge of uniting 
new technologies.

For more information on the 
Tampa Bay Clean Cities Initiative, 
contact Margaret Rush at the Envi-
ronmental Protection Commission 
at 813-627-2600.
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HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

ASK ABOUT OUR CATERING

813-634-7521
1507 Sun City Center Plaza

Now Delivering in the 
Sun City Center area

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Minimum Order $30

Family Italian Restaurant

Every Day Special

Early Bird Special

$5LUNCH SPECIAL
6” Subs, Chips and 

Drink

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Monday Special

Tuesday Special

Wednesday Special

Every Day
FREE

Complimentary Glass of Wine 
with Entree Purchase.

$795ALL PASTA 
ENTREES

1/2
OFF

1/2
OFF

1/2
OFF

WITH COUPON

WITH COUPON

Buy 1 Entree, Get 

equal or lesser 
value....

Buy 1 Entree, Get 

equal or lesser 
value....

Buy 1 Entree, Get 

equal or lesser 
value....

WITH COUPON

Must have Coupon for special price.
Limit one Coupon per visit

FamFest well attended
As summer winds down and the kids head back to school it’s 
the perfect time for one last fling. South Bay Church in Riverview 
held its first FamFest celebration last Sunday with hundreds of 
church members and guests who gathered for outdoor services 
and worship followed by baptisms, slip ‘n’ slide, a pie eating 
contest, bounce house, ice cream making competition, line 

dance lessons, 
and a volleyball 
tournament. 
The church’s 
Men’s Ministry 
provided meals 
of fried mullet 
and barbecued 
chicken with all 
the trimmings 
for a donation 
of $5. For more 
information visit 
SouthBay.cc. The 
church is located 
at 13498 U.S. 301 
South, Riverview, 
813-677-0721.

chere simmons 
photos

Youth Pastor Josh Balogh prepares to baptize Brianna. Senior Pastor David Speicher, standing to the right of 
the baptismal, administered to the adults.

FWC increases lionfish 
harvest opportunities, 
asks public to help

A lionfish caught in a bag by FWC.                      photo by Keith mille/FWc

Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
announced changes to the lionfish 
harvest at a media event last 
week in Coral Gables. Harvesting 
invasive lionfish no longer will 
require a fishing license when 
using certain gear, and there is no 
recreational or commercial bag 
limit.

The FWC is taking these actions 
to encourage more Floridians and 
visitors to harvest lionfish.

“The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission hopes 
that by increasing the opportunity 
for people to harvest invasive 
lionfish, we can limit the impact 
this nonnative invasive species 
has on Florida’s marine fish and 
wildlife,” said Jessica McCawley, 
director of the FWC’s Division of 
Marine Fisheries Management. 
“We also want to express our 
gratitude to everyone, especially 
divers, who already go out on a 
regular basis to harvest lionfish.”

The changes, enacted by an 
executive order, apply only 
through August 2013. They are:

A recreational fishing license 
is not required to target lionfish 
while using a pole spear, a 
Hawaiian sling (picture included in 
photo set), a handheld net or any 
spearing device that is specifically 
designed and marketed exclusively 
for lionfish.

There is no recreational or 
commercial harvest bag limit for 
lionfish.

The changes do not allow 

spearing in areas where 
spearfishing is prohibited and 
apply to state waters only, which 
is from shore to 9 miles in Gulf of 
Mexico waters and from shore to 3 
miles in Atlantic waters.

Lionfish are a nonnative invasive 
species that threatens Florida’s 
saltwater fish and wildlife. They 
prey on native fish and wildlife 
and can reduce native populations. 
Lionfish also compete for food 
with native predatory fish such as 
grouper and snapper. The FWC 
encourages people to remove 
lionfish in Florida waters to limit 
negative impacts to native fish and 
wildlife.

Lionfish have venomous 
spines, so the FWC urges careful 
handling. Unless a person is 
allergic to the venom, lionfish 
stings are rarely fatal. Anyone 
getting stung should immerse the 
wound in hot (not scalding) water 
or apply heat to the affected area 
for 30 to 90 minutes to help break 
down the toxin. Also, seek medical 
attention as soon as possible.

Spearfishers should also take 
care not to damage the important 
reef habitat where lionfish often 
are found.

More information regarding 
lionfish is available at MyFWC.
com/Fishing and clicking on 
“Saltwater Fishing,” “Recreational 
Regulations,” then “Lionfish.” 
To view the executive order, visit 
MyFWC.com/About and click 
on “Executive Director” then 
“Executive Orders.”
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Whether you are a student look-
ing for a place to live or your job 
has transplanted you somewhere 
new, searching for an apartment 
can be a daunting task. Better Busi-
ness Bureau receives hundreds 
of complaints against apartment 
complexes every year, consistent-
ly placing the apartment industry 
on BBB’s top 25 list of most com-
plained about industries.

Of the hundreds of complaints 
received last year, most allege 
consumers were billed incorrectly, 
had difficulty getting their security 
deposits back or getting repairs 
handled in a timely manner.

Before signing any lease, make 
sure you read through the terms 
carefully and understand your re-
sponsibilities as an apartment ten-
ant. Make sure the following infor-
mation is included in your lease:

· specifics on how all mainte-
nance and repair concerns are han-
dled and within what timeframe. 
For example, some communities 
include light bulb replacement as 
the landlord’s responsibility.

· information about what your 
security deposit covers and the 
conditions for deductions.

· the conditions under which your 
rent or other fees can be increased 
during your lease term.

· information about whether you 
are allowed to sublet your unit.

· when monthly payments are 
due and where rent can be paid.

· what insurance coverage, if any, 
is included.

Upon move-in, do not forget to 
document the condition of your 
apartment. Make sure to include 
each and every flaw or defect in 

BBB Serving West Florida

Hillsborough County Commis-
sioners will hold a grand opening 
ceremony for the Apollo Beach 
Skate Park on Saturday, Sept. 8 at 
10 a.m. This 11,000 square-foot 
street plaza is located at 664 Golf 
and Sea Blvd. in Apollo Beach.

The Apollo Beach Skate Park 
is shaped like a three-pointed star 
with an elevated center. Each of 
the three points has a structure that 
allows skaters to turn around and 
keep a constant flow. Its unique 
shape and landscape allows for 
endless lines throughout. Any 
skater can skate around the entire 
park or simply skate one element 
at a time. Plenty of areas to stage 
and gather are also available. The 
Apollo Beach Skate Park contains 
various textures, providing for a 
real street experience.

All skaters must wear helmets, 
complete a waiver, and have it no-
tarized.

Apollo Beach Skate Park Fea-
tures

· Starting from the west end, 
skaters will find a series of quarter 
pipes that begin with a hip, con-
tinue through two corners, and fi-
nally blend into a banked area with 
a hip.

· The elevated center of the Park 
has a series of street elements in-
cluding a step up, double set of 
five stairs, a single five stair set, 

a dual option handrail/flat bar, a 
regular handrail, a gapped gran-
ite ledge, a very long and mellow 
ledge that is sided by two different 
banks, a steeper bank in one end, 
and another very mellow bank 
on the other. The mellow bank is 
modeled after a driveway with a 
long rail that has a low pitch on the 
opposite end, and a custom quarter 
pipe that follows the angle of the 
bank.

· Another series of real street ele-
ments is located on the northeast 
corner of the Park and include a 
brick print gap, a bull nose granite 
rail, a flat round rail over the bank, 
a bench replica that is set on an 
angle down the bank, and a ledge 
that is connected to a structure on 
the east side of the Skate Park. 
Once skaters reach the corner, 
they will find a U-shaped brick 
stamped 5-foot quarter pipe with 
pool coping, and two hips on each 
end. This structure allows skaters 
to whip around in any direction.

· On the way to the south end 
of the Park, skaters will face a 
banked hip/gap on the east, and an 
escalating bricked stamped China 
bank that has hips on each end 
and the top serves as an angled 
manual pad. As they approach the 
south side, skaters will find a few 
basic elements including a 12-foot 
long granite bench, a pole jam, a 

Apollo Beach Skate Park shines like a star
long flat round bar, and at the end, 
a 6-foot tall bank with a concave 
ledge that comes out from the 
middle of the bank. This element 
leads skaters to come back up to 
the center staging area, where a 
small manual pad, a rock gap with 
a kicker, and a steep ledge comes 
off the bank.

All of these features are located 
in a park that boasts color, texture 
and endless hours of street fun. 
There are also plenty of skating 
opportunities for the non-street 
skater!

Apollo Beach Skate Park Hours
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday-Friday:  2p.m. – 10 

p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
The Apollo Beach Skate Park 

is Hillsborough County govern-
ment’s second skate park.

This $499,849 CIP project was 
funded from Impact Fees. Team 
Pain and Charlotte Engineer-
ing and Surveying worked under 
Flores and Harper Construction 
Co. as part of the design, permit-
ting and construction team.

Complete Skate Park Rules and 
waiver are available online. For 
more information, contact the 
Parks, Recreation and Conserva-
tion department at 813-635-3500.

Port Manatee Prepares for Panama 
Canal Expansion 

Governor Rick Scott helped break ground on the first 10 acres of a 52-
acre container terminal at Port Manatee’s Berth 12. Expected to be com-
pleted mid-year 2013, it is the final piece of the port’s 11-year, $200-mil-
lion expansion. The project is expected to create 595 construction jobs 
and 180 permanent jobs.

The work at Berth 12 is aimed at attracting new cargoes expected with 
the completion of the Panama Canal expansion in 2014. The port re-
ceived its first ship in October 2011 after being deepened to 41 feet and 
extended from 1,000 feet to 1,584 feet.

“Florida is making the investment needed to get our ports ready for 
the expansion of the Panama Canal, and these investments will result in 
more logistics and manufacturing jobs in our state,” Governor Scott said.  
“Shipping will be more efficient and economical, and Florida will be 
positioned as the shipping capital of the Gulf and Eastern seaboard.”

Governor Scott’s Vision for Florida’s Seaports
Florida is uniquely positioned to lead the nation in the volume and 

value of trade entering our ports. In preparation of the completed expan-
sion of the Panama Canal in 2014, Florida’s investment in expanding and 
modernizing its seaport system has grown approximately 278 percent, 
up from $148.8 million in 2011, to $562.7 million in 2013 under Gover-
nor Scott’s leadership.

In 2011, Governor Scott put forward an important funding plan to wid-
en and deepen the Port of Miami to allow the state to capitalize on the 
larger Post Panamax ships that will bring cargo to and from the United 
States. This important project is projected to add 30,000 Florida jobs in 
the coming years while allowing our state to outcompete other states for 
the Post Panamax shipping.

Over $562 million to be 
invested in 2013
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In the past 20 months, Florida has 
nearly TRIPLED its investment in the 

state's port system.

Port Canaveral
Dredging
$24.4M

Port Everglades
FEC Yard & Eller Drive

$78M

Port Tampa
Petroleum Terminal Complex

$22.5M

Port Miami
Dredging

$77M

Port Manatee
Berth 12 Expansion

$3.3 million

Florida Investing in International Trade

Can your teenage band qualify? 
The 15th Annual Teenage Battle of the Bands will be held on Oct. 19 and 20 during the Hillsborough County 

Fair, and its not too early to get your band pre-qualified. Hillsborough County’s Parks, Recreation & Conser-
vation Department is looking for bands to participate in a competition that provides free studio time to the top 
two winners.

Band members must be between 13 and 20 years of age, and only one band member can be age 20. The bands 
are judged on guitars, drums, vocals, showmanship and originality. The entry fee is $50 dollars per band.

Culprit was last year’s Teenage Battle of the Bands winner. Previous winners include Styx of Fire in 2010; 
Rising Down in 2009; and Envy in 2008.

Only a limited number of bands are accepted. Those wishing to compete in the Teenage Battle of the Bands 
must pre-qualify by providing a link to an online video of the band, and call Joe Soletti, Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department, 813-744-5871.

Tips for consumers looking for an 
apartment to rent

your apartment so that you are not 
held responsible for those damag-
es later.  It’s advisable to also take 
photos of your unit prior to move-
in so that you have documentation 
available in case a dispute arises 
after move-out.

BBB also suggests renters:
· Check out the apartment with 

BBB first. Go to bbb.org to see 
the BBB Business Review of the 
apartment you are considering. 
This will show its BBB rating, any 
history of complaints, as well as 
contact information.

· Visit each complex in person 
before putting down a deposit. 
Tour all amenities to be sure they 
meet your needs (swimming pool, 
work out center, parking, etc.). 
Websites often use pictures taken 
only from the best locations on the 
property or of promotional units.

· Keep a signed copy of the lease. 
Keep your lease in a safe place in 
case you need to refer back to it.

· Know your rights as a renter. 
Check with your local regulatory 
agency to see what the renter laws 
are that apply to your area. Hous-
ing codes, which govern apartment 
rentals, are set by local authority 
— city, county or state.

· Consider renters insurance. 
When a tenant’s belongings are 
damaged or stolen, the apartment 
complex is very rarely held liable. 
Renters insurance would cover 
your losses in the event of fire, 
burglary or other damage. Pay at-
tention to deductibles and cover-
age limits when choosing a policy.

To check the reliability of a com-
pany and find trustworthy busi-
nesses, visit bbb.org.
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DOVE INTERIORS CARPET ONE
2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL 

(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B)

813-645-8660
www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Closed Sunday • Evenings by appointment

  |  DRAPERY  |  VALANCES  |  BEDDING  |  UPHOLSTERY  |  BACKSPLASHES  |  AREA RUGS  |
CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

www.doveinteriorshdwfg.com

Natural 
Travertine
20x20 • A MUST SEE

$358
s.f.

Hardwood
AT A BARGAIN PRICE!
50 year warranty. 
Best performance guarantee

$367
s.f.

12x12 Ceramic Tile
Beige, great price!

39¢
s.f.

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

18x18 Porcelain 
Tile Designer quality

99¢
s.f.

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Shutters on SALE
Beautiful and affordable. 
Compare quality.

$1895
s.f. Installed

Hunter Douglas 
Duettes - From sheer to room 
darkening. Energy efficient 
tremperature controlling shades.

$100 Off
Remote Control Window Fashions

Earthscapes
FIBER FLOOR
Warm and comfortable 
underfoot. The perfect floor 
for today’s living.

Starting at
$167

s.f.

Hunter Douglas
Wood blinds with more 
options, colors and 
decorative tapes.
$100 Rebate
Remote Control Products

SUMMER

THE 2010

THE 2011

THE 2012

0% Interest
for 18 months!

See Store for Details

BIG
BEND
STORAGE

30175

N 813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendministorage.com

813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendministorage.com

®

CARDS

Serving:
RIVERVIEW
APOLLO BEACH
SUN CITY CENTER

Serving:
RIVERVIEW
APOLLO BEACH
SUN CITY CENTER

LOOKING  FOR  STORAGE?
• Non-Climate and 

Climate-Control Units
• Fenced and Lighted
• Tractor Trailer/Moving 

Truck Accessibility
• Electronic Controlled 

Access
• 24-Hour Video 

Surveillance
• Moving Supplies

EBHS Class of ‘82 
plans 30 year 
reunion

East Bay High School’s Class 
of ‘82 announces 30 year reunion 
plans  from October 26 to the 28.

Multiple events some to include 
family have been planned for the 
three day affair with a block of 
rooms reserved at a group rate at 
the Comfort Inn 718 Cypress Vil-
lage Blvd. in Sun City Center.

RSVP is required by October 5 
for more information email clo-
go2702@aol.com, missy.diehl@
verizon.net or aa_albritton@ya-
hoo.com

Dance the night away
Moonglow Dance Club will feature the live music of “Expressions” 

(Paul & Kathy) from 7:30-9:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 23 
at the Community Hall, S. Pebble Beach Blvd. Sun 
City Center. Members are free and visitors pay $5 
per person at the door. Singles Table(s) available. 
The attire is dressy casual.  BYOB; ice water, 
cups and napkins provided, along w i t h  
ice cream at intermission. 

They are not “Dancing with 
the Stars” so no one will be 
judging your style.

Everyone does what their 
bodies will allow, in rhythm to 
the variety of live bands they 
have at their year round month-
ly dances.

For more information, call 813-633-1297 or 813-642-8845.

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at
1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 

www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS

Every Wednesday 5-7 p.m. Chef’s Special by Moose Legion

Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings

Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter or fried)

 7-11 p.m. Live Music 

 UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, August 24 7-11 p.m. Calvin O
Saturday, August 25 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, August 31 7-11 p.m. Nickel and Dime
Saturday, September 1 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim Mullins

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests

RUSKIN
Moose Lodge #813
UPCOMING EVENTS

Hillsborough Commissioners Reconcile 
Recommended Budget, Set Truth In 
Millage (TRIM)

The Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners reconciled 
a budget that reduces the millage rate by 4.24 percent from the aggregate 
roll-back millage rate.

This is the 18th year the Hillsborough County Board of County Com-
missioners have continued to reduce the County’s total millage rate. 
Residents with a home valued at $165,000 with homestead exemption 
can expect less than a $1 reduction in their property taxes.

 During the Budget Reconciliation Workshop, the Board also approved 
funding for:

Additional Parks and Recreation Centers; A new Hillsborough County 
Sports Complex; Improving the 10 most dangerous intersections; Heri-
tage tourism; Road re- surfacing; Expanding 
the sidewalk pro- gram; Senior meals; 
and Stormwater projects.

County Commis- sioners will hold Final 
Budget hearings on Wednesday, Sept. 12 
and Thursday, Sept. 20 on the 2nd floor 
of County Center, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., in 
downtown Tampa. Af- ter the Sept. 20 Public 
Hearing, Commission- ers will adopt the Fis-
cal Year 2013 Budget.
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Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

IMPROVED COURSE
CONDITIONS

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 9/30/12

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

Live Music Every
Wednesday and Saturday

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm

NOW OPEN Sunday 11-6 pm
for Lunch and NFL Direct TV 

Sunday Ticket
www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

Summer Savings

Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.

603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL
(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement & 

Door Inserts
• Sliding Glass Doors
• Broken Window Repair
• Window Screen & Soft 

Vinyl Replacement
• Hurricane Shutters

10% Off
PGT Vinyl 

Impact Windows
Thru August 31, 2012

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 9/27/12

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15am-6pm • Sat. 7:15am-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Authorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 9/6/12

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

813-633-3065 • YourEyeDoctors.com • Call today to schedule an appointment.

Anita Shane, M.D.
Retina Specialist &  

Vitreo-Retinal Surgeon

We Welcome
Another Specialist.

We are pleased to welcome Dr. Anita Shane to our Bradenton  
and Sun City Center offices. Dr. Shane is a board-certified  
and fellowship-trained Retina Specialist with expertise in:

Dr. Shane earned her medical degree from the renowned Baylor College  
of Medicine, and completed a residency and fellowship at the prestigious  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute* where she was head of trauma.

* Ranked #1 eye hospital in the country by 
 U.S. News & World Report 8 years in a row.

Dr. Shane is now  
accepting new patients!

	 •	Macular Degeneration      
 •	Diabetic Retinopathy

	 •	Retinal Diseases, Tears,  
  Detachments & Surgery

Matt and I kicked off our shoes 
and wiggled our toes in the sand 
this past week as we celebrated 
our 54th wedding anniversary.

Tourists were shore fishing 
catching flounder and redfish, 
grilling them on the many 
outdoor grills around our 
condo.

We did notice that at 
dusk, some sharks could 
be seen looking for food 
near shore.

While at Marina Jack’s, 
we saw many charters 
returning with happy 
anglers. It seems that everyone 
caught a grouper or flounder. 
The locals were at the docks to 
buy the fish that the tourists left 
behind because they couldn’t take 
their catch back to their hotels. A 
great way to get fresh fish without 
going fishing. It is also cleaned 
for you and ready to take home 
and cook.

Thousands of sea turtle nests 
strung along the beaches from 
Longboat Key to Venice. I talked 
with Mote Marine Lab assistants 
who told me that this was the 
largest population of nesting sea 
turtles since l991. Of course, this 
means at dusk all lights were out 
along the beaches. It is a law and 
a crime to go near the protected 
turtle nesting areas. There were 
so many nests that they were 
searching for volunteers to help 
supply stakes and other supplies 
to protect the nests. It is a big 
event when the eggs hatch and 
it is time for the releasing of the 
baby turtles to the water.

Talking with anglers in this area, 
many were fishing in the mornings 
and dry docking their boats in the 
afternoon before the rains.

Fresh water catfish catches have 
been made in the upper waterways 

of the Alafia and 
the Manatee Rivers. 
While catching your 
catfish, you more 
than likely will also 
catch a largemouth 
bass or two.

Panfish are also 
abundant in our many 
lakes and the fresh 

waters of our rivers.
The weather has not been a 

factor in local catches as many 
fished between showers or fished 
in the early morning.

Cobia are still enjoying our 
warm waters.

Those who are fishing close 
to shore can catch a variety of 
species at the Kitchen, a body of 
water near Bullfrog Creek. It was 
so named because of the many 
different fish that take shelter 
there.

Sheepshead catches have been 
plentiful this week for those who 
fished from piers.

The rain has brought the black 
drum into the rivers. Those 
fishing from bridges and piers 
were catching huge size drums. I 
wouldn’t eat the large ones as they 
usually are full of worms.

We ask you to watch the 
weather, fish together, be kind to 
the tourists, and helpful to those 
who do not know our waterways.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a member 
of Florida Outdoor Press.

By Jonie Maschek

Fish Tales
Don’t disturb sea turtle nests

Did you know that Florida leads the nation in the number of newborns addicted to prescription drugs because 
of their mother’s drug use? This alarming statistic has prompted The Early Childhood Council of Hillsborough 
County, Inc. (ECC) to host a community summit from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, September 7 at the Embassy 
Suites: USF/Busch Gardens located at 3705 Spectrum Blvd, Tampa. They will discuss how the prescription 
drug and pain medication epidemic is impacting babies, families and the community.

According to recent studies, the number of prescriptions for the strongest opioids like OxyContin has in-
creased nearly fourfold over the last decade with only limited evidence of their long term effectiveness. The 
ECC says these so called “Pill Mills” have proliferated throughout the state prompting the Florida legislature 
to call for the creation of a state-wide task force to address the issue. Registration is $18 for ECC members and 
$25 for non-members. The price of registration will include lunch along with the program. For more informa-
tion or to register before the August 31 deadline, call the Early Childhood Council at (813) 837-7753 or visit 
www.ecctampabay.org.

Stamp out newborn addictions

Attorney General Pam Bondi 
believes that meeting with the 
Floridians she serves is a key re-
sponsibility of being Florida’s 
Attorney General.  By communi-
cating with residents throughout 
the state, she is able to remain in-
formed and effectively advocate 
on behalf of Floridians. Attorney 
General Bondi today announced a 

Attorney General Pam Bondi Announces Public Outreach Webpage
new “Public Outreach” webpage 
intended to provide residents with 
a convenient way to contact her 
and invite her to meet with their 
organizations.

“I have always been a strong be-
liever in communicating directly 
with the Floridians I serve, and I 
am pleased to provide one more 
tool that makes connecting with 

residents even easier,” stated At-
torney General Pam Bondi.

The webpage also includes com-
prehensive information about past 
speaking engagements and meet-
ings.  To access the new webpage, 
visit MyFloridaLegal.com/About 
the Attorney General/Public Out-
reach.
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The new Heart Murmur & Valve Program at Brandon Regional Hospital 
is a multidisciplinary program that provides the latest in evaluation 
and treatment of heart valve and murmur conditions, including:

with your primary care physician, 
a cardiologist and a cardiac 
surgeon with valve expertise

 
a long-term monitoring  
plan for your condition

 
minimally invasive heart  
valve repair options

 
the highest distinction  
in cardiac surgery

FROM YOUR HEART  
TO OUR EARS

For your free assessment or for more 
information, please call 855-MUR-MUR1.

Joint Commission  
™  

Joint Commission  
™  

Joint Commission  
™  

Heart Failure

School begins in South Hillsborough

Mitch traphagen photos

Classes for the 2012-2013 school year began on Tuesday in 
South County so drivers will need to again keep a lookout for 
children and school buses. Schools such as Ruskin Elementary, 
Cypress Creek Elementary and Gibsonton Elementary are all 
on major roads with opening school hours coinciding with 
rush hour traffic. Hillsborough County Public Schools is the 

Ruskin Elementary School Principal Lisa Amos checks in new stu-
dents on the first day of school in Hillsborough County.

For the first few days of school, 
new students wear wristbands 
so teachers know if students 
will go home by bus or by car.

third largest school district in 
Florida and the eighth largest 
in the United States. Outside 
of South Hillsborough, at least 
four schools will be impacted 
by the Republican National 
Convention next week, with one 
school, Rampello Downtown 
Partnership School beginning 
a week early and then closing 
down during the week of the 
RNC. At Gorrey Elementary, 
Wilson Middle and Plant 
High schools, the district has 
planned for delays and has 
re-routed buses to accomodate 
students coming from near 
downtown Tampa.

pdf explains each and every 
location in a PDF file for 
anyone scheduled for any 
county proceeding ranging from 
traffic proceedings to juvenile 
court. Alternate locations for 
other county offices, like the 
Planning Commission and the 
Property Appraiser (and all other 
departments) may be found at 
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.
org/index.aspx?NID=2741.

The Convention Center expects 
to host and serve the needs of 
approximately 15,000 journalists 
during the convention, and the 
Host Committee, which has been 
planning the events since the 
site was chosen, expects around 
50,000 people including delegates 
and others associated with the 
convention (excluding the media 
figure).

Puz reminded that there will also 
be protestors, the number of which 
cannot be judged in advance.

So how does someone who 
knows the county roadways as 
well as Puz advise South County 
residents who need to get into to 
Tampa to go during the week of 
the convention?

“Who knows what will be 
the preference,” Puz said. 
But remember, the Selmon 
Expressway will be closed 
from the Port of Tampa to the 
Hillsborough River so people who 
use it to go to work will have to 
find other means,” he said.

The Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce, Tampa Hillsborough 
County Economic Development 
Corporation and Tampa Bay & 
Company (once known as the 
Tourist Development Council) 
were also interviewed for this 
story, which account for the 
following facts.

The Committee on 

Arrangements (a part of the 
Republican National Committee) 
expects to host 2,286 delegates 
and 2,125 alternate delegates 
from the 50 states, the District 
of Columbia and five territories. 

This year’s convention marks the 
third time the Republican Party 
has convened its convention in 
Florida. 

The Sunshine State also played 
host to the 1968 and 1972 

Republican National Conventions 
that nominated Richard M. Nixon. 
Both of those conventions were 
held in Miami Beach. 

People are told to expect 
congestion, slowdowns and 

allow extra time for everything. 
But dollars will be spent and the 
whole area is expected to prosper 
monetarily– the amount of which 
the Host Committee says it can 
only guess. 

Plan for alternate routes, extra time during RNC Continued from page 6 ■
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TAMPA       SARASOTA

FLORIDA’S NEW

Offering the boundless activities of over 200 clubs and 
social groups, a year-round calendar of events, multiple 
entertainment venues, resort-style amenities, golf and 
recreational opportunities in the heart of Tampa Bay, Sun 
City Center will keep you living younger than ever! 

All new cost-efficient, Energy Star® Minto homes come 
with a generous array of included premium features and 
appliances. Schedule your tour of this Where to Retire 
magazine Hall of Fame Community today.

All of life’s best. All in one place.
Live the resort lifestyle you always promised yourself –  

at a price you never imagined!

Grand Opening 
New Models  

Move-In Ready Homes 
Available Now

Kings Point
Maintenance-Included Lifestyle

Elegant Paired Villas
from the $150s to $180s

Renaissance
Luxury Single Family  
& Estate Homes from  

the $190s to high $300s

Schedule your visit today: (888) 771-6144 | mintofla.com
105 Commercial Center Drive | Sun City Center, FL 33573
From I-75, Exit 240A, First Street light off I-75 - East on S.R. 674/Sun City Blvd.,South onto 33rd St., South East

minto creates better places to inspire life
All dimensions, prices, plans, specifications, features, programs, amenities, designs, materials, HOA fees, condo fees and availability are approximate and subject to change or substitution 
by Seller without notice. Exterior colors may vary. Artist’s rendering. CBC 1258779, CGC 1505726, CGC 1519880. 8/2012. © 2011 Minto Communities, LLC All Rights Reserved.

Kissinger as Secretary of State. A 
deal, however, was not made and 
George H.W. Bush became the 
vice-presidential candidate during 
the convention, creating a ticket 
that took the White House in a 
landslide.

Nick and Pat Christy, now 
a warm and youthful-looking 
couple living in Sun City Center, 
were there for it all. They catered 
the entire event, feeding the 
candidates and their wives, the 
delegates and the volunteers. 
Nothing was spared, no request 
was too trivial or bizarre to 
ignore. Christy’s daughter 
squeezed fresh oranges each 
morning for Nancy Reagan’s 
orange juice. Pat’s mother catered 
to Elizabeth Taylor during the 
convention. Nick met and fed 
Frank Sinatra.

“Large crowds never really 
scared me,” Christy said. He 
took the task of providing service 
to 15,000 people in stride. He 
also catered Gran Prix events 
in Detroit and St. Petersburg. 
He knows how to feed both the 
Regals and the Everyday Joes. 
Except upon specific instructions 
from his clients (Regals got 
the really good scotch and the 
Joe’s got beer), Christy doesn’t 
differentiate between them. He 
wants to give everyone great 
service. It was important to him 
back then, and it still is today.

Arriving for an interview at the 
Christy home one recent morning, 
the table was set with rolls and 
sliced fruit. Nick made me a 
fresh cup of coffee, not a pot but 
a cup made to order. “You can’t 
come to my home and not have 
something,” he said. 

He enjoys serving people. He 

and Pat do it very well. Certainly, 
Sinatra was happy, which says a 
lot. Nick found him to be a good 
and charming man who cared 
about his employees and friends. 

The Greeks’ fierce pride in their 
heritage has kept the basic culture 
intact. Whether a slave under 
Roman rule, a captive under 
Turkish domination, or a newly 
arrived immigrant, the Greek is 
always aware that he is the direct 
descendant of men like Plato, 
Homer, Aristotle, Demosthenes, 
Aristophanes. 

Author Theresa Yianilos wrote 
those words in The Complete 
Greek Cookbook. She should 
have added the words of Greek 
philosopher Epiceteus who said, 
“Bear in mind that you should 
conduct yourself in life as at a 
feast.”  Nick Christy is descended 
from those men and he has 
certainly conducted a lot of feasts 
in his life. 

Security was not taken for 
granted, even in the pre-9/11 days 
of the Detroit RNC. All of the 
food brought into the arena and 
into Nick’s kitchen was x-rayed. 
Secret Service agents were 
omnipresent throughout the arena 
and inside of the kitchen. Nick 
and all of his many employees 
had extensive background checks 
(which one employee did not 
pass for reasons previously 
unbeknownst to Nick). They were 
issued ID tags that dictated where 
they could go within the arena. 
Nick, of course, had full access — 
he was feeding the leaders and the 
stars. The arena was locked down 
a week before the convention 
began and construction on the still 
unfinished building was stopped. 
The Secret Service sealed off any 

room that was not completed. 
In all, he served 30 suites 

with VIPs, an executive lounge 
with a capacity of 400 people, a 
conference room with a capacity 
of 800 people and 40 other rooms 
that had to be served continually. 
He fed everyone from the top of 
the ladder to the bottom.

“The food service companies 
gave me refrigerated semi-
trucks and we filled them with 
everything,” he said. “I had 
300 culinary students helping 
us and chefs on hand for food 
that could never run out. When 
the heavyweights came in, we 
went from roast beef to Beef 
Wellington. I couldn’t tell you 
how many thousands of pounds 
of shrimp we went through. Each 
person had their own personal 
requirements.”

Like today, television played 
a huge role in the convention 
in Detroit. Nick fed the anchors 
as well, including news legend 
Walter Cronkite, Tom Brokaw, 
Peter Jennings and Barbara 
Walters (“She was very fussy 
about her diet.” Nick met her 
requirements). Nick assigned 
trusted staff to head up each 
room and venue. He also fed the 
local television and print media 
reporters.

“The television network booths 
were works of art,” he said. They 
basically built 1,200 square foot 
homes inside the arena.”

Ronald Reagan and George 
H.W. Bush were the stars of the 
convention, but there were many 
other stars in the arena including 
Donny and Marie Osmond, 
Dorothy Hamill, Wayne Newton, 
Tanya Tucker, Pat Boone, Tony 
Orlando, Glenn Campbell, Chad 

Everett, Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., and, 
of course, Old Blue Eyes. Nick 
fed them all and fed thousands of 
delegates and volunteers, and all 
the while maintained hospitality 
tables throughout the arena with 
banners, brochures, pins, and food 
and beverages for everyone the 
entire time the convention was in 
progress. 

Next week in Tampa, three food 
service vendors will be doing the 
job that Nick once did in Detroit. 
He has a pretty good idea of what 
they are thinking — and worrying 
about — right now. He was once 
on the inside looking out.

Nick and Pat Christy survived 
the 1980 Republican National 
Convention, of course, just as 
everyone in Tampa will survive 
it. A week that will no doubt 
be filled with traffic headaches 
and long lines in restaurants as 
delegates, volunteers and media 

Tales from an RNC veteran
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ■

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS
Nick Christy, reflected in some memorabilia from the 1980 RNC in 
Detroit.  His company, Detroit Olympia Catering, provided all of the 
food and beverages for the convention. 

fill hotels across the Tampa Bay 
area, including Little Harbor 
Resort in Ruskin, will eventually 
end just as it ended for the 
Christy’s. 

After the 1980 convention, 
the Christy’s catering business, 
Detroit Olympia Catering, thrived 
and they went on to serve more 
large crowds and prominent 
events. They were successful to 
the degree that they were able to 
retire at a relatively young age. 
Nick and Pat left the big city of 
Detroit and moved to a small, 
rural town in Michigan. Shortly 
after settling in, Nick bought a 
banquet hall.

The Observer News office 
will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 3 in 
observance of LABOR DAY
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HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING

Se Habla Español

 Apollo Beach • Ruskin 
• Sun City Center

FULLY INSURED & BONDED

• Tune Ups  
             • Oil Changes  • A/C Work  

• Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist  

• Complete Engine Diagnostic
FREE DIAGNOSTICS

OIL CHANGE

$30 For both

$1995 Exp. 8/31/12
Most cars & light trucks.

Must present coupon for special price.

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 8/31/12

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 8/31/12

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653
2212 E. College Ave. • Ruskin

(S.R. 674)
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

WWW.SUNPOINTAUTOANDTOWING.COM

Free Towing to shop 
if we do repairs

MAKE ‘EM LOOK NEW

A/C CHECK
 + freon

$1995

Big “Super Battery Sale”
FREE BATTERY CHECK

Lowest Price Ever!

•Kitchens 
•Bathrooms 

•Laundry Rooms 
• Offices

• Countertops

CABINETS

COASTAL 
WOOD 

DESIGN, INC.

We Will Beat Any
Written Estimate

Free Design Help  
in your Home

Tear out the old
...install new
We do it all!

call
Joyce Suthard or 

richard tally
(813) 422-3454

• Sun City Center
References Available •

Licensed & Insured
Lic. #138502

America’s
Carwash

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RAIN CHECK: Bring in your 
receipt for any full service 

wash within 48 hours 
and receive an 

Express Wash for $1.00 
(on same vehicle)

ANY FULL 
SERVICE 

WASH ONLY
With this coupon only. 

Not valid with other 
specials or discounts. 

$1.50 extra for vans and 
SUVs. 9/30/12

EXPRESS 
HAND WAX

Most vehicles. With this 
coupon only. Not valid 
with other specials or 
discounts. Additional 
charge for oversize 

vehicles. 9/30/12

$2 OFF $3995 GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!

®
CARDS

728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

Riverview Moose Family Center 2158/Chapter 1031
Loyal Order of Moose • 9000 Honeywell Rd. • Gibsonton

riverviewmooselodge2158.org • (813) 677-7921
All events are open to qualified Moose Members and guests.

Dinners AvAilAble
Tuesday • Hot Dogs with fixin’ • 5 to 7 p.m. 
Chili, Cheese, Onions, Relish, etc.
Wednesday • Chef’s Choice • 5 to 7 p.m. 
4th Wednesday of the month • Linda’s Famous Liver ‘n Onions 
Bar Games begin at 7 p.m.
Thursday • Tacos/Burgers Night • 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Blind Draw Darts at 7:30 p.m.
Friday • Fabulous Fish/Steak/Shrimp Dinner • 5 to 7:30 p.m.  
Includes burgers and sides 
Karaoke Kat kicks off at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25 -- Local Fire and Police Department  Appreciation. 
$6 Beef Tips Dinner from 5 to 7 p.m. Presentation at 7 p.m. with 
 entertainment to follow.
Sunday • Sport Sunday  
Bar Games begin at 3 p.m. 
Wings from 3 to 6 p.m. • 6 for $3 BBQ, Hot or Mild 
And there is always Naked Wings.

They are a friendly lodge, enjoy some good family fun with them.

Agritourism is exactly what it 
sounds like: a mixture of agricul-
ture and tourism, two of Manatee 
County’s largest and most profit-
able industries. An operation that 
participates in agritourism is a farm, 
ranch or other agricultural opera-
tion that incorporates entertainment 
for visitors and generates a profit 
for the operation. Agritourism of-
fers visitors and residents alike the 
unique opportunity to experience 
all that Florida agriculture and other 
nature-based enterprises have to of-
fer in a fun and educational way.

Currently, many farms are strug-
gling financially, and expanding 
their operations to include agritour-
ism activities provides an alterna-
tive source of income. Also, most 
farmers and ranchers are passionate 
about what they do and want noth-
ing more than for the general public 
to be aware of the importance of 
agriculture and resource conserva-
tion.

Local agritourism sites include 
anything from fruit and vegetable 
farms and markets to, nature pre-
serves and animal sanctuaries. Here 
are just a few places that you may 
be interested in visiting. For a more 
complete listing visit the Manatee 
County Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau at: http://www.annamari-
aisland-longboatkey.com/things-
to-do/articles/Agritourism_Attrac-
tions_in_Manatee/

The Farm City Week Bus tour group enjoying a Hay ride around the agricultural fields at Hunsader’s Farm.

Agritourism: a growing industry in Manatee County
Dakin Dairy: Dakin Dairy is one 

of the few remaining dairy farms 
in Florida. They offer farm tours as 
well as special events. http://www.
dakindairyfarms.com/

King Family Farm: A family 
owned farm and market growing 
several varieties of fruits and veg-
etables, many of which you won’t 
find in the grocery store. King 
Family Farm also hosts tours and 
promotes sustainable production. 
http://www.facebook.com/King-
FamilyFarmMarket

Bunker Hill Vineyard and Win-
ery: Located in Duette, Bunker Hill 
Vineyard and Winery is a “green” 
family run operation. Delicious 
Florida wines are produced from 
Florida grown grapes and other 
fresh fruits and vegetables. Bunker 
Hill Vineyard and Winery also hosts 
tours and special events. http://
www.bunkerhillvineyard.com/

Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum: Located in Palmetto, 
the Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum provides a snapshot of the 
“good old days” of agriculture in 
Manatee County. See old farm tools 
and equipment and learn about local 
people who have made the industry 
a success. www.manateeclerk.com/
historical/AgMuseum

Bearadise Ranch: Located in 
Myakka City, Bearadise Ranch of-
fers educational programs to pro-
mote habitat preservation and con-

servation of bear species. Private 
tours are also available. http://www.
bearadiseranch.com/

Farm City Week Bus Tour: This 
tour is held annually in November 
during Farm City Week and is or-
ganized and hosted by the Farm 
City Week Committee and Manatee 
County Extension Service. Contact 
the Manatee County Extension Ser-
vice at (941) 722-4524 to be added 
to a contact list for the next tour an-
nouncement. For more information 
visit: http://manatee.ifas.ufl.edu/
farm_city_week/index.shtml

Spring Farm Tour: Hosted by the 
Manatee County Soil and Water 
Conservation District annually in 
March. For more information con-
tact Gain Somodi at Gail.Somodi@
fl.nacdnet.net

Both tours include a full day bus 
tour of a variety of different farms. 
Examples of tour stops include 
strawberry farms, tomato packing-
houses, cattle ranches, watercress 
production among many others. 
Participating in bus tours gives you 
the opportunity to visit operations 
which may not normally be open to 
the public.

No matter what your purpose, 
look into agritourism for your next 
vacation or family outing.

Send Your  
Stories and Pictures to 

News@Observernews.net

Nearly a month has passed since the U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity agreed to grant Florida access to the federal citizenship database 
(also known as the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements data-
base, or SAVE). Florida still cannot access the SAVE system to identify 
and remove non-citizens from the voting rolls, and we are now less than 
three months away from the 2012 general election.

Given the Department of Homeland Security’s failure to execute an 
agreement over the last month, after agreeing to provide Florida access 
to SAVE, attorneys representing the State of Florida and its citizens are 
now preparing all appropriate legal options to ensure that an agreement 
is executed in a timely manner and prevent the irreparable harm that will 
result if non-citizens are not removed from the voting rolls.

Today, in response to requests from several media outlets and other in-
terested parties, and in compliance with Florida’s open records law, Flori-
da Secretary of State Ken Detzner is releasing an obsolete list of potential 
non-citizens registered as voters that was generated months ago. Governor 
Scott supports the decision to release the list. However, as the Department 
of State has said, the list is a preliminary and unverified former working 
document that is being provided upon request. The data has not been veri-
fied or vetted for credibility or reliability by the Florida Department of 
State. This information is now outdated, should be considered obsolete, 
and will not be used as the basis for any action by the Florida Depart-
ment of State.  Accordingly, removing non-citizens from the voting rolls 
requires additional analysis and specific procedures governed by state law 
to accurately determine voter eligibility. 

Given the sensitivity of this information and citizens’ right to privacy, as 
well as the proximity to a major primary election next week, anyone who 
obtains these public records must handle them with the utmost caution. 
Some have rightly raised concerns about the irresponsible use of these 
names and other accompanying personal information for political and 
other purposes. The Governor shares these concerns and further cautions 
all recipients of this list to act responsibly.

Concerns about citizen verification 
for voter eligibility voiced 
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Sun City Dental Center
Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

General Dentist

633-2636 727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.
*Have your Upper and Lower Full Dentures made in just one week in 

our own In-House Denture lab
*Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/type of  case. 

• Our Lab Tech Has 41+ Years of 
 Experience
• Same Day Relines and Repairs
• New Dentures and Partials
• Fillings, Crowns and Bridges
• Focused on Economical Treatment Choices

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

0140. Limit one per patient.
Exp. 8/31/12

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 8/31/12

 0210 0110

Our Own In-House Denture Lab
New Patients and Emergencies Are Always Welcome

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the 
right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment 

which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the advertisement for the free service, examina-
tion or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case

Welcome our new physician 
SONIA TRZMIELINA, M.D.
Dr. Trzmielina specializes in 

Women’s and Community 
Health and is now 

accepting new patients.

• Minor Surgery • Lab • EKG • Immunizations
• Preventative / Routine Care

Call for an appointment

813-677-8418
7229 Hwy. 301 S. • Riverview

www.RiverviewDocs.com
6037 Winthrop Commerce Ave., Ste. 201 • Riverview

Mon. - Thur. 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Fri. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - close
Evening Hours Available for Your Convenience

Office of: Samuel C. Martino, D.O. • Frank A. Sirchia, M.D. • Jacqui M. Dawson, D.O.
George R. Cheesman III, M.D. • Nektarios S. Demetriou, D.O. 

Frederick M. Malibiran, D.O. •  Sonia Trzmielina, M.D.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Family Medical Care of Riverview, P.A.

(Ages 5 and up)

Prepaid Card
after rebate.

AND GET A

GET A MICHELIN® TIRE THAT

STOPS SHORTER 1

52
98

04
-3

78
80

At Home Auto Care, Inc.
2003 S US Highway 41 Ruskin, Fl. 33570

(813) 645-0339
We Are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

www.athomeauto.net
Hours of Operation: Mon-Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm • LIC. #MVS51635

Buy any set of four new MICHELIN®
  

brand passenger or light truck tires, 
and get a $70 Prepaid Card after 
rebate.

Offer valid August 9 
through 
September 3, 2012

1  See MichelinMan.com for more details on the shorter stopping 
benefits of specific MICHELIN® brand passenger and light truck tires.

2  See redemption form at participating dealers for complete offer details. 
Offer expires 09/03/12. Void where prohibited. 

Copyright © 2012 Michelin North America, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc. 

Last summer I lost my mother 
to Alzheimer’s Disease. It was 
the longest goodbye. Eleven 
years of watching her mentally 
disintegrate until her brain finally 
stopped telling her lungs how to 
breathe. Not a day goes by I don’t 
miss her.

What started out 
as minor annoying 
forgetfulness devolved 
into her not knowing 
where she lived or how 
to buy groceries. Her 
world existed only in 
her suite at Sun Towers 
which she shared with 
her cat, Gilly.  

This woman, who 
was the Director of 
Communication for the Science 
and Technology Research Center 
in North Carolina, now sat and 
wrote herself notes that meant 
nothing. She hid money in the 
freezer and between pages in a 
book.  And she looked at pictures 
of her grandchildren and wondered 
who they were. 

The day she didn’t know who 
I was will always be the most 
devastating day of my life.

After breaking a wrist and a hip, 
enduring shingles and skin cancer, 
I had to admit I was grateful 
she was unaware of what was 
happening to her. The last two 
years of her life, I actually prayed 
for the end to come. Her body was 
a shell and nothing more.

It was hard for me to remember 
who she had been.

Alzheimer’s affects the family 
and the caregivers more than it 
affects the person who has it.  
Personally, I’ve had more than my 

share. My maternal grandmother 
died of it when I was in college. I 
told Husband to keep a close eye 
on me, since it seems to run in the 
family.

If you are caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s, you are not 
alone! There are more than 15 

million caregivers in 
the U.S. In fact, in 2011 
alone, these caregivers 
provided over 17 
billion hours of unpaid 
care valued at over 
$210 billion!

This Thursday night 
(the 23rd) the Chamber 
will host the kick off 
for the Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s. The walk 

itself will be held on Saturday, 
October 6, at the United Methodist 
Church on Del Webb Blvd. This 
week’s kickoff is designed to set 
up teams, share fundraising ideas, 
and get into the spirit of the event.  
There will be pizza, libations, 
and door prizes along with great 
opportunities to meet new people 
who all share a passion to end 
this disease.  The festivities begin 
at 5:30 p.m.  Please join us – 
this event is open to anyone and 
everyone.

If you don’t have the energy 
to form your own team, you can 
walk as an individual or join the 
Chamber Chargers team.  If you 
can’t walk, you can still be a part 
of the event through fundraising or 
organizing.

I invite you to become a part of 
this event in whatever way reaches 
your heart. We look forward to 
seeing you Thursday evening at 
the Chamber!

By Dana Dittmar, 
Executive Director 
SCC Chamber of 
Commerce

You, me and business
Walk to end Alzheimer’s

As the height of hurricane season 
approaches, Hillsborough County 
Animal Services will conduct di-
saster training for volunteers to as-
sist at pet-friendly evacuation shel-
ters in the event of an emergency, 
such as a hurricane. From 9-11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 25 at the County 
shelter 440 N. Falkenburg Road in 
Tampa.

Officers from Hillsborough 
County Animal Services will dem-
onstrate emergency sheltering 
procedures, such as the citizen/pet 
check-in process, quick construc-
tion of stackable cages, and scan-
ning of micro-chips. Attendees 
need only wear close-toed shoes 
and comfortable clothing, and the 
training is expected to last less than 
two hours.   

Able-bodied volunteers who en-
joy helping neighbors can provide 
needed assistance to animal con-
trol officers operating pet-friend-
ly shelters across Hillsborough 
County. Previous animal or emer-
gency response experience is not 
mandatory, but anyone interested is 
asked to RSVP for the event. While 
FEMA credentials will be required 
for actual deployment, Incident 
Command  (ICS) course numbers 

Pet lovers volunteer for disaster training

100, 200 and 700 are available free 
of charge online at http://training.
fema.gov/EMICourses .

During disasters, Hillsborough 
County Animal Services is respon-
sible for the Emergency Support 
Function for animals in our large 
county. Currently, four approved 
pet-friendly evacuation shelters are 
located within existing Red Cross 
Shelters. Pets will be sheltered on 
a first-come/first-served basis with 
no reservations or drop-offs per-
mitted. Snakes or other exotics will 
not be admitted, and shelters only 
open upon order of the Hillsbor-
ough County Emergency Opera-
tions Manager.

Animal Services reminds the 
community that now is the time to 
review personal and family emer-
gency disaster plans. Pet owners 
should ensure that all pet vaccina-
tions, license tags, micro-chip reg-
istration, supplies, carriers, board-
ing and evacuation routes are ready 
and up-to-date.

For more information or to RSVP 
for pet-sheltering training and vol-
unteer sign-up event, contact Hills-
borough County Animal Services 
at 813-744-5660 or email info@
hillsboroughcounty.org. For more 
on pet-friendly shelters in Hillsbor-
ough County, log onto www.hills-
boroughcounty.org/animalservices. 
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CABINET REFACING
Door and Drawer 
Replacement
Water Damage 
Repair or 
Replacement

COUNTERTOPS
Granite
Cultured Marble
Solid Surface

South Shore Cabinet Works, Inc.
We are  local, doing business for 30+ years!

813 493-3330Licensed & 
Insured

RUSKIN, FL

Canadian Meds 
South

PAYING FULL 
PRICE FOR MEDS?

GENERICS such as
Lipitor, Plavix, Viagra, etc.

Available through Canada
    Canadian Meds South
813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

Behind the Radiant Gas Station
APOLLO BEACH

Point Main Clubhouse, 
Tues. & Thurs. 10-2

THE 2011

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Thomas A. Payant
Chairman & C.E.O.
Payant Financial 

Services, Inc.

Valencia Lakes 
Resident 

since 2005

E-mail Tom at
tpayant@payantfinancial.com

to receive your 
Complimentary

Weekly Market Update 
by e-mail.

Retirement Income Investment Solutions

Securities and insurance services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through 
Payant Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

Call for your personal
session today!

813-633-7333

1653 Sun City Center Plaza • Sun City Center, FL 33573
www.payantfinancial.com

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Carly Simon sang, “We can 
never know about the days to 
come but we think about them 
anyway.”  We don’t know what 
tomorrow will bring. In all 
honesty, we don’t even know if 
there will be a tomorrow. But I 
think we all need to think about 
the days to come. Making plans 
and being excited about the future 
is what we need to return to as a 
nation. Individually, however, I 
think we also need to accept the 
fact that we simply don’t know 
about that. Nothing is guaranteed, 
and nothing should be taken for 

By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

Observations: A finer day

Mitch traphagen photo

It’s important to help others but it is also important to enjoy the ride 
in this life.  Crossing into Florida on a thousand mile drive home, I 
realized that this is a pretty good time and a very fine day.

granted. Planning for the future 
but living in the moment seems 
to be the recipe for making these 
days the good old days.

One of the few perks of air 
travel in this twisted world of 
security theater and reality is that 
the flights offer copious amounts 
of time to simply think without 
the interruption of phone calls, 
text messages and emails (yes, 
airplanes have WIFI now but 
that doesn’t mean I have to use 
it). I love just losing myself in 
thought on an airplane; I think it’s 
healthy and somehow mentally 

rejuvenating.
On this flight, I’m thinking 

about two people who have left 
us — or, at least, left this earth. I 
am thinking about my Dad, who 
passed away at the age of 43. I was 
just 15-years-old and was there 
when he died. He taught me a lot 
about life in 15 short years, but I 
know with certainty that he had 
much more to teach. He laid some 
important groundwork 
for my life, teaching me 
to respect things and to 
be respectful, teaching 
me to be curious, 
and perhaps most 
importantly, teaching 
me that the well-worn 
path may not be my 
path.

I think that things 
happen for reasons that those 
of us left behind can’t always 
understand. I know my Dad had 
plans for life; I know there were 
things he wanted to accomplish 
yet. Right now, the lesson he 
has left for me 35 years after his 
passing is don’t take too much for 
granted.

During the flight, I watched 
my favorite music video of Carly 
Simon performing “Anticipation” 
at a small concert on Martha’s 
Vineyard. As much as I like the 
song, as beautiful as Simon is in 
that setting, these days I watch the 
video to see the concert musical 
director and bass player, Tom 
“T-Bone” Wolk. Like Simon and 
the rest of the band, he is having 
a great time making great music 
for a small and happy audience 
in a beautiful setting. The stage 
was a pier in the small town of 
Lobsterville.

Wolk was an extremely 
talented, versatile and well-known 
musician. He passed away in 2010 
at the young age of 58. Those 
who knew him, including Simon, 
described him as a good man. 
There is something haunting about 
watching him in the video, but 
there is also something magical 
in seeing just how much he was 
enjoying himself. 

Seeing him smiling and having a 
good time at that moment in time, 

I am reminded that life is short and 
fleeting. The time to do something 
you’ve always dreamed of, the 
time to be a decent person to 
others, the time to smile and enjoy 
yourself, is right now. Tomorrow is 
not guaranteed for any of us. Over 
the course of 15 short years, my 
Dad taught me that, too. And much 
more. I haven’t always listened.

Remembering my Dad laugh 
at the stupid things his 
teenage son did (or better 
yet, not laughing when 
he probably wanted to 
explode with laughter); 
remembering his full-
belly laugh at something 
he loved, his passion and 
compassion, and seeing 
Wolk happily performing 
in the beautiful yet 

impractical and improbable setting 
on Martha’s Vineyard all tells me 
that it is OK to be doing something 
less than practical by buying a 
sports car 1,000 miles from home. 

In “Anticipation,” Carly Simon 
also wonders if she’s really just 
chasing after some finer day, 
wanting something better than 
what she has right now. I am 
flying to Washington DC to buy an 
inexpensive sports car that I have 
not yet seen. I go by gut feel, and 
thus far, my guts have not let me 
down. I am getting older, however, 
and somewhat less prone to risk. 

If it turns out that the car is not the 
right one, I’ll walk away from it, 
hop on the Metro, and spend the 
afternoon visiting the very cool 
Newseum before catching a return 
flight home. My total cost for the 
risk of it not being the right car will 
be less than $300. If worse comes 
to worst, that’s not bad for a quick 
break to the Capitol and, either 
way, I’ll come home happy. Seeing 
the early morning sun outside 
of the aircraft window, I have a 
feeling it will be a beautiful day.

Indeed, life is short.  I want 
badly to help others with 
everything I can muster, but 
enjoying the ride in this life is 
important, too.  Besides, I know 
my wife, Michelle, will love 
driving a cool little car to work 
everyday.  That thought makes me 
happy.

As I crossed the Florida border 
behind the wheel of a new-to-me 
sports car, I pulled into the Florida 
Welcome Center to just slow 
down, catch my breath and smell 
the ocean in the air. I looked at 
the car, watched kids and families 
celebrate their arrival to the 
Sunshine State and became fully 
aware for the first time in a long 
time that this time is pretty good, 
I am home, here with you, and it 
was a very fine day. Right now, I 
don’t need to chase after anything 
else.

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. (Critter Adoption and Rescue Effort)  

is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For directions, visit 
www.CareShelter.org or call 
(813) 645-2273.

Otis
Otis is a grey and white 

male domestic medium 
hair. There isn’t a volunteer 
who can pass by his bed 
without some cuddle time. 
He is a very expressive and 
attractive young cat. Otis 
says he is looking for a real 
forever home. Won‘t you come and meet him at the 
shelter? Otis has been neutered, micro chipped, and 
brought current on his shots. Chip # 050-127-339. 
DOB: January 2009.

OTIS

Sophie
Sophie is an 

adorable mix of Lab 
and Basset Hound. 
Short stuff has no 
small personality. 
She is silly and 
rambunctious. She 
loves people and will 
try to plant a kiss 
right on your lips if 
she can get anywhere 
close to them. She is 
crazy about playtime 
in the doggy pool. Her gal pal Phoebe is her favorite 
wrestling partner but she seems to like most of the 
other dogs too. Sophie has just started obedience 
training. She is still a young puppy so patience and 
commitment will be required of her new owner(s).  
If you are looking to spice up your life, Sophie may 
be just the gal for you. Stop by and meet her. She 
is spayed, microchipped, and current on her shots. 
DOB: April 20, 2012.

SOPHIE

The Observer News office will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 3 in observance of LABOR DAY

Deadlines will advance as follows:
Classified ads ................................................4 p.m., Fri., Aug. 31
Display ads .................................................11 a.m., Fri., Aug. 31
News Releases ..........................................4 p.m., Thurs., Aug. 30

Questions? Call: 813-645-3111

CARE is a non-profit, no-kill animal shelter for abused 
and abandoned cats and dogs located in Ruskin. In 
addition to a shelter, CARE also offers a low-cost spay/
neuter clinic in the hopes of deterring the homeless pet 
population in the Ruskin Community.
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Members of South Shore United 
Methodist Church Arts Academy 
became stars of their own Disney 
show on July 11, 2012, when they 
took part in Disney’s Broadway  
Magic Workshop. The group trav-
eled from Riverview to the Walt 
Disney World Resort in Florida 
to take part in this unique Disney 
Performing Arts Workshop.

Created by Disney Performing 
Arts Workshops and Disney on 
Broadway, this exclusive work-
shop blends the thrill of a Broad-
way production with classic Dis-
ney magic to create an exciting, 
interactive experience. Participat-
ing groups from all over the world 
have the opportunity to work with 
Disney Entertainment profession-
als and learn a Disney production 
number.

Disney’s Broadway Magic 
Workshop is available for theatre 
and drama groups, dance studios, 
dance teams and show choirs.  The 
program is designed for partici-
pants ages 11 and up.

Disney Performing Arts Work-
shops offers band, choral, dance 
and auxiliary performers the op-
portunity to learn and perform at 
Disneyland Resort and Walt Dis-
ney World Resort.

For more information, visit 
www.DisneyPerformingArts.com 
or call 800-603-0552.

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

Area Places of Worship

Ruskin Foursquare Church
106 7th Ave. N.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570
email: ruskin4sq@yahoo.com
N. Blanton (813) 309-3558

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Wed. Bible Study
2 p.m. Sunday En Español

A place where you are...
• loved • accepted • forgiven

experience jesus this weekend

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH - United Church of Christ
1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5329

A Caring Church United in God’s Love Serving Our Community

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Rev. Dr. Louis D. Leone • Worship Service 10:00 a.m.

(813) 634-1304 • www.uccinscc.org

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. .................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)
11:00 a.m ........................................Hispanic Worship
4:00 p.m. ........................................Hispanic Worship

Senior Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Robert Chaple

Bookstore 633-8595
FREE

Nursery Provided

Expanding Services?
Advertise in the Observer News, a trusted publication for 

over 50 years.
813-645-3111

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Robert G. Wiley, Interim Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m.

Area Obituary

d

Lillian (Lee) 
Dyczynski

Lillian (Lee) Dyczynski of Sun 
City Center died on August 12, 
2012. A loving mother and grand-
mother, she is survived by two 
sons, their wives, and four grand-
sons. Burial is to be in a family 
plot in Massachusetts.

As Mission of The Month at the United Methodist Church, the congre-
gation supported Good Samaritan Mission’s Back to School event with a 
contribution in excess of $3,500.  Volunteers from the church served as 
guides for children receiving backpacks, shoes, haircuts, manicures, plus 
vision and dental care. As a recipient of a $10,000 grant from the Com-
munity Foundation of Greater Sun City Center, George A. Lutz Fund for 
Project Tooth, the church was able to provide preventative dental care 
through the Suncoast Mobil Dental Unit with vouchers for identified 
need for the children in attendance at this event. Sponsorship of this 
Back to School Event is an annual mission of the church.

From L to R: Pat Hill, Tammy Lucht, Destiny Lucht, Nikki Roberts, 
Dustin Lucht, JoAnne Podgurski.

Rev. Davis 
to present 
inspirational talk

Reverend Prentiss Davis will be 
the guest speaker at the 10:30 a.m. 
service on Sunday, September 9 at 
Unity Community of Joy meeting 
at the Beth Israel Temple, 115 Del 
Webb Blvd. East.

Reverend Prentiss Davis was 
born and raised in Detroit, Michi-
gan where he was introduced to 
Unity’s, “practical Christianity” in 
1962.

Rev. Davis has enjoyed serving 
on a number of public service com-
mittees that address the quality of 
life for the human race including: 
higher educational achievement 
for minority students; a number 
of multi-religious organizations; 
and the rights of returning vet-
erans. He’s the past chair of the 
NAACP’s Political Action Com-
mittee and has performed as Chap-
lain for the Hospice of the Florida 
Suncoast and Hospitals in St. Pe-
tersburg. He enjoys marriage and 
being a grandfather of five.

Reverend Prentiss will present 
an inspiring talk entitled “Who do 
you say that I am?”

Prince of Peace Catholic Church opens 
registration for faith formation

Registration for the 2012- 2013 Children’s Faith Formation Program 
will be held on Sunday, August 26 following the Sunday Masses in 
Conesa Center.

Classes commence on Saturday, September 8 and will be held from 
9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

Adults who are interested in becoming a Catholic or who are baptized 
Catholic and looking to complete their sacraments are invited to attend 
the R.C.I.A. Inquiry Presentation, also being held on Sunday, August 26. 
This presentation will take place in Conesa Center, immediately follow-
ing the 8 a.m. Mass.

For more information call the parish office at 634-2328.

Robert Winslow and Bob Garrod recently honored Ken Grom a former 
longtime music director at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Sun City 
Center. Winslow, organist for the church, and Garrod, a frequent soloist, 
chose “Hold Thou My Hand,” a song introduced to Garrod by Grom 
about eight years ago. All three men have led lives of making beautiful 
music. 

Ken Grom life’s journey included building up a choir in La Porte, In-
diana, one voice at a time, in the same way he did at St. Andrew. He also 
carried a small portable organ all over Europe during WWII, and played 
for Sunday services for the troops. Bob Garrod said, “It has been my 
honor and privilege to have known Ken Grom for the past eleven years; 
he was a tough but understanding teacher.”

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church is located at 1239 Del Webb Boule-
vard, West. Members and guests worship at two services – a 9:30 a.m. 
traditional service and an 11 a.m. contemporary service. Visitors are al-
ways welcomed.

Robert Winslow and Bob Garrod (left to right, standing) recently 
honored Ken Grom (seated).

photo by Diane Skinner SniDer

When words are many, sin is 
not absent, but he who holds his 

tongue is wise.
Proverbs 10:19

Going back to school in style

Long-time music director honored

On the way to 
becoming stars

Send Your  
Stories and Pictures to 

News@Observernews.net
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Southside Baptist donates diapers
Southside Baptist Church, Sun City recently held a “diaper drive” and 

donated over 1300 diapers to Metropolitan Ministries in Tampa.  Every 
three months the church sponsors a project to support the ministry.  Last 
quarter a “cereal drive” was held and over 100 boxes of cereal were 
collected.  In addition the church has collected clothing and shoes and 
donated them to Metropolitan Ministries.   They are a family of faith who 
are active in community ministry and welcome all.

David Durrance, Pastor Dan Collis & Frieda Durrance.

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Area Places of Worship

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2 Through 12th

Grade

Sunday School.................................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service .............................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service ................ 7:00 p.m.
Awana ............................................ 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcofruskin.org • A Resource for Families

820 College Ave. W. • Ruskin, FL 33570
645-6439

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service 11:00 a.m.
Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 

during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall between Services.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

Spiritual Leader

Rev. Sue Meixner
813-362-0806
sue@alterways.com

Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Sun City Center 

Chamber of Commerce
1651 Sun City Center Plaza

New Thought ChurchReligious Science/SOM

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Vacation Bible School soars
Recently, Northside Baptist Church held Vacation Bible School com-

plete with airplanes soaring above the stage, pilots with silly faces and 
yummy chocolate cupcakes. The week was filled with Bible stories, 
beautiful crafts, music, action, and fun. More than one hundred children 
and adults participated each night during the event. The Gospel of Jesus 
was proclaimed and the love of God was evident everywhere. Smiles and 
laughter could be found in every corner of their campus.

A contest was held between the girls and the boys to see who could 
add the most money to the missions offering. Each day, a video was pre-
sented during the worship rally that highlighted a different missionary 
and the children were able to get a glimpse of missionaries in action from 
Alaska to Madagascar. While the girls won the contest, the final totals 
showed it was nearly a dead heat. The important result was that nearly 
$500 was collected for LifeCare of Southshore. 

Two of the many aviators who participated in the Vacation Bible 
School of Northside Baptist Church.

WE NOW OFFER 3 SERVICES:
Saturday Night Service:  5:00 p.m.

Sunday Services:  9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
SOUTH BAY CHURCH
13498 US 301 S. • Riverview, FL 33578 • 677-0721
www.southbay.cc • Pastor: David Speicher

Visit SouthBay.cc for details on Celebrate Recovery Training; Youth/Kids Summer Camp; much more

Saturday Night Service

Beth Shalom 
Players to perform

Congregation Beth Shalom Play-
ers, the temple’s theater troupe 
will present an emotional and up-
lifting live dramatic presentation, 
Windows (PG), which precedes 
the traditional service of Selichot 
at 7:30  p.m. on Saturday, Septem-
ber 8 at the temple.

This Selichot service takes place 
the week before Rosh Hashanah. 
This original work, written by 
congregant Anna Brubaker, will 
take the audience into the lives of a 
small group of friends and relatives 
working though issues that every-
one can relate to: loss, love, guilt, 
second chances, blame and most of 
all, forgiveness. Windows consists 
of four separate short vignettes, all 
taking place on the same Sunday 
afternoon in the homes of various 
characters. Realistic without being 
depressing, the play contains some 
mild sexual references and mature 
language; it is not intended for 
younger children. 

After the play is presented, Rab-
bi Torop will lead an interactive 
discussion based upon the themes 
and issued presented in Windows. 
Audience members are invited 
to bring dairy desserts to share 
between the end of the discus-
sion and the start of the Selichot 
service which includes some tra-
ditional prayers and melodies as-
sociated with the High Holy Days 
and concludes with the blowing of 
the Shofar.

Congregation Beth Shalom is 
the only temple in the area with 
a theater troupe that adds an un-
usual and entertaining dimension 
to services for holidays like Seli-
chot and Purim. There is no charge 
to attend. For more information 
call the temple office at 813-681-
6547.

Fun Brigade 
promises a pot 
luck picnic

The Fun Brigade is planning a 
special event focusing on food, 
fun, and entertainment at 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, September 13 at the 
United Community Church, 1501 
La Jolla Avenue. There will be a 
Hoe Down Picnic Pot Luck Din-
ner. Just bring your favorite dish 
and the Front Porch Pickers will 
provide music and entertainment 
and maybe some square dancing. 
The Men’s Famous Bake-Off is 
also on board for the evening. 
Read that again! Yes, Gentlemen, 
put on your apron and bring your 
dessert creation for all to enjoy. 
There is no admission, just your 
covered dish and smiles. For more 
information, call Paula Lickfeldt 
at 633-6739 or Karl Buffington at 
634-7062

Visit us on 
the Web

www.ObserverNews.net
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902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~

ELECTROLYSIS $40 per ½-hour
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572
Call for appt. 813-244-0341

CNA, Home Care, looking to watch loved one. Reasonable rates. 
Call Laurie 813-244-0341.

consistent enough caregivers 
that your kids knew them by 
name. Maybe they were read to. 
Maybe they colored or played 
with blocks or other simple toys. 
Sometimes, they were guided 
into group activities but mostly 
they were told “Okay, time to go 
outside,” while the mom in charge 
took her coffee break.

I remember the first actual 
preschool “my first batch of 
children” went to. While we 
were living in what was then 
called Sandman Mobile Home 
Park on Highway 70 in Oneco, 
an actual facility was opened 
that had brightly colored rooms 
with Disney figures painted on 
the walls and a playground with 
a fence around it. I was thrilled; 
as for the three kids I then had, 
they still had to go to the sitter 
before school because the day 
care facility was only open 
from 7 to 5 and I worked longer 
hours than that, but they had 
the distinction of being the first 
children registered in that brand 
new facility and the bus from 
Oneco Elementary School took 
them right to the door.

Wow! How things have changed 
over the years.

When I remarried a Ruskin 
native in 1980 after life as a single 
mom in Bradenton for many 
years, I inherited stepchildren 
quite a bit younger than mine. 
Things had changed by then, and 
it was noticeable. There were 
parks programs in Ruskin, and 
the kids had opportunities there 
I had not encountered before. 
Ruskin Elementary School was 
walking distance from the Ruskin 
Recreation Center, and my 
stepson took part in baseball both 
there and at Vance Vogel Park in 
Gibsonton. 

My problem with (mid-day) 
after school transportation 
disappeared when we used 
the county parks after-school 
programs, as until the late ’90s, 
buses took the children directly 
from elementary and middle 
schools to parks and other 
programs.

We still didn’t worry much 
about security in the ’80s or early 
’90s. As the children got older, 
they stayed home alone, even 
though we lived on the river and 
I knew the boys especially would 
often swim or take the Jon boats 
out.

Heck, they were boys, and they 
were both like Huck Finn. 

I didn’t deal with child care 
much for about five years until 
I inherited custody of a 7-month 
old granddaughter (at 54 years 
old) in 1999. Suddenly I saw 
that everything around me had 
changed.

“You can’t put a baby on the 
floor of your car in a laundry 
basket Mom!” My grown son, 
this child’s uncle, told me. “You 
can get a ticket for that. Or maybe 
even worse. Children need to use 
car seats, and seatbelts.”

Okay, so now my grown kids 
were teaching me.

My granddaughter entered 
child care at 7 months old at the 
Maranatha Church of God child 
care center, although that was not 
our church. I soon found they had 
planned activities, even for the 
tiniest babies. They were rocked. 
They were read to. And the older 
ones played supervised games 
outside.

As she grew, we tried several 
different kinds of child care. She 
went to three private child care 

centers, two of which I had to 
enter using a security code to get 
in the door. 

Registration and attendance for 
the day were done by computer 
at the front desk by the parent. 
I could see we had come a long 
way from letting the kids out of 
the car in front of the building and 
driving off to work.

Oh, but there were other 
changes too. By age two, my 
granddaughter recognized words 
in her favorite books. By age 
three, she had begun to read.

Why, she was actually learning 
something before entering school!   

Later we utilized the 
Hillsborough County Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
program both after school and 
during the summer.

I think these programs are 
worth every tax dollar spent 
on them. Not a minute goes by 
when children are left bored or 
unattended. Games, activities, 
crafts, computer learning labs and 
field trips left the children I met 
there tired and happy.

Since coming to this area in 
1980 I have done many news 
stories about the long waiting 
lists for many private child care 
facilities and (recently) the lack of 
transportation for working parents 
from school to after-school 
care that does not have its own 
bus. School bus transportation 
to anywhere but home was 
eliminated in budget cuts right 
around the year 2000.

I have watched the changes with 
my own eyes, yet the explanations 
of why they have come about 
have come from local experts, 
like area recreation specialist 
Dave Ramirez who supervises 
parks programs, and Kemly 
Green, spokesperson for the Parks 
Department. 

Every year, despite budget 
cuts and staff reduction, often 
accompanying even stricter rules 
as to ratio of kids to adults, and/
or more training required, they 
manage to keep their charges 
happy and safe.

Meanwhile, the private 
facilities are in a type of friendly 
competition with more than 
enough children to go around. 
There’s usually a waiting list so 
some even refer to each other. 
One thing they all seem to 
recognize is the need to pick up 
children at the schools and see 
that they arrive safely. 

County ordinances now say 
that children cannot enter a child 
care or preschool facility until 
they are 6 weeks old. But then, 
nowadays, they have maternity 

leave so mothers can spend those 
few crucial weeks at home with 
their babies.

The top age for private child 
care facilities-whether for after-
school care or full time during 
vacations, is 12, although the 
parks department takes kids from 
5 to 15.

Some of the private child 
care and preschools cook hot 
lunches; others cater them in and 
still others make them bring a 
bag lunch. It all depends on the 
facility as there is no state or 
county rule governing this.

Most provide after-school 
snacks.

Prices, that in the 1960s ranged 
from $15 to $25 a week per child 
(always with a break if you had 
more than one) now run from $50 
to around $100 per child for after-
school programs, most of which 
include pick-up from school, 
to around $150 per week full 
time during summer and school 
vacations.   

Many of these facts were made 
from telephone calls to local 
child care facilities but most were 
provided by Carrie Elwell — not 
wearing her hat as co-owner of 
the Kids R Kids franchise in the 
Kings Lake subdivision with 
her husband Kevin — but as 
a member of the Hillsborough 
County Child Care Advisory 
Board, a volunteer board that 
listens to child care owners, staff 
and parents and works to better 
the industry as a whole.  

I met with Kevin and Carrie 
Aug. 18 and learned things that 
I could never have predicted 30-
plus years ago when I was wide-
eyed at the facility our mobile 
home park had just installed.

I had gone to Kids R Kids to 
talk about and photograph its 
expansion but found out much 
more about advancements in the 
industry in general while I was 
there after learning Carrie was a 
county Child Care board member.

I learned that safety and 
security, background checks, 
including fingerprinting, and 45 
hours of training are required for 
anyone working in the industry 
now  — no longer are just 
babysitters allowed — and that 
facilities like Kids R Kids operate 
like a school, except that children 
learn through play.

When I arrived, a group of two-
to-five-year olds were interacting 
with a touch screen that allows 
them to write their own stories, do 
math, draw, and all sorts of other 
things.

It was a long way from the 
blocks I remembered my kids 

piling up at their day care at that 
age.

“Children learn something like 
3,000 words between the ages 
of 1 and 2,” Carrie Elwell told 
me. “They learn to interact with 
things and people. This is such an 
impressionable age, we want to be 
sure they get the most out of it as 
possible.”

Carrie, who is the mother of 
two children herself, ages 4 and 
6, said one of the original reasons 
she and Kevin decided to open 
the business was because they 
could see the tremendous need 
for preschool education in today’s 
world. 

“Not just in technology, but in 
the ability to get along with others 
from a very early age,” she said.

Franchise owners Kevin and 
Carrie Elwell prepare for the 
opening of their new building 
which will allow many on their 
waiting list to begin preschool 
classes in a few weeks.  

It’s not your Grandma’s day care anymore!
Continued from page 1 ■

Both the Florida Department 
of Children and Families and 
Hillsborough County check the 
background of all prospective 
teachers and aides- anyone who 
now works with children. “There 
are three levels of checks, state, 
federal and local,” Carrie said. 
“And the initial 45 hours training 
can be taken at a center in class or 
online given by DCF before they 
can start work.”

Carrie and Kevin had not been 
in this business until five years 
ago. They had friends open a Kids 
R Kids franchise in Pasco County 
and saw the need. “It took us 
three years to find just the right 
place and secure this land,” Carrie 
said. 

The local Kids R Kids began 
with about 15,000 square feet 
of space and until the recent 
expansion had 180 children 
registered. Aug. 18 they held a 
Grand Opening of a new building 
that gives them 2,800 more square 
feet of classroom space and 8,000 
more square feet of playground. 
The added space will increase 
their approved amount of children 
to 376.

“We don’t have any TVs. We 
aren’t babysitters,” she said. “We 
will have enough staff to keep 
everyone busy and learning.”

The other child care facilities 
I have used and/or written about 
these last 14 years since I again 
became a “parent” using child 
care facilities (for the third time) 
aren’t “babysitters” either.

The people caring for children 
all over South County, in general, 
keep their charges busy with 
games and activities.

“We are aware that we are 
entrusted with precious cargo,” 
Carrie said. “Not just their bodies, 
but their brain.”

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTOS
Security has become a big deal in today’s child care industry. This 
new building at Kids R Kids adds 2,800-square feet of classroom 
space and more than 8,000-square feet of playground space, but no-
tice that each building,  as well as the playground, opens only into 
one entrance (and exit) so there is no danger of children roaming 
between areas. Security codes are now part of almost every child 
care facility in the area as well, with parents logging into the build-
ing by computer to drop off and pick up their children.
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Sweet Summer Savings

6 Volt
Complete Set

*Plus tax and applicable 
fees. Installed with core 
exchange. Exp. 9/30/12

12 month warranty.

*Plus tax and applicable 
fees. Installed with core 
exchange. Exp. 9/30/12

12 month warranty.

$479* $550*

8 Volt
Complete Set

1507 Rickenbacker Drive
Sun City Center, FL 

New & Used 
Golf Cart 
Sales & 
Service

Brand New Golf Cart
5 Year Warranty*

FULLY LOADED
$4,999

BATTERY SPECIAL

SouthShore 
Travel

Celebrity Equinox
Jan. 21, 2013

Limited group space available!

Travel Insurance
SOLD HERE!

Your headquarters for:

• GROUPS • INDIVIDUALS
• TOURS • CRUISES

(813) 633-2009
1647 Sun City Center Plaza, Ste. 203C

Sun City Center, FL
ST38066

A+ Hearing Center
1647 Sun City Plaza • Suite 203A

813-642-8200
Summer Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Monday and Friday by appointment

Premium Digital Processor
New 100% Custom Digital 
3-Dimensional Hearing Aid

• Unconditional 
Electronics Warranty
• Loss & Damage Warranty

THE BEST PRICE YOU’LL EVER FIND!! 
Compare elsewhere for $1,800
No Hidden Fees • No Gimmicks
Any Hearing Loss, Any Size Aid just $899
FITS ANY HEARING LOSS!! Multi-Channel 100% Computer Programmable

$899
No PrEssUrE • No Gimmicks

Get What You See Advertised!

HEARING LOSS?
Don’t let it hold 
you back!

Introducing the oTE - open Fit
Small, Light, and Barely Noticeable
• All Advanced Features! Plus a Whole Lot More
• Natural Sounding, Hands-Free Automatic Operation
• Directional Multi-Microphone Systems
• Noise Cancellation & Feedback Cancellation
• Next Generation Programming Flexibility
• Try One in Our Office Today!

$1399
Compare Elsewhere

for $3000

Ybor Grille

Daily Summer Lunch Specials

Spanish Restaurant •  Food & Spirits
105 E. Shell Point Road • Ruskin, FL • 813-641-7300

$695From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
DINE-IN ONLY
Monday-Friday
*Includes: Entree, Black 
Beans, Rice & PlantainsOpen Mon.-Thurs. 11-8 • Fri. & Sat. 11-8:30 • Sun. 11-7

Monday ............................... Meatloaf
Tuesday ............................... Picadillo
Wednesday .......................... Ropa Vieja
Thursday ............................. Arroz con Pollo
................................................. (Chicken & Yellow Rice)
Friday .................................. Puerco (Pork)

*

Home Style Cooking  •  Daily Food and Drink Specials
Early bird dinner specials 4-6 pm daily.

Nightly
Entertainment

Daily Breakfast
SPECIALS

Starting at $1.99 

◆ Mondays -
 Cosmic Bingo @ 9pm
 Free  to play • Great Fun
◆ Tuesdays -
 Kids Karaoke 6-9pm 
 & Open Mic 9pm-Midnight
◆ Wednesdays -
 Karaoke @ 9pm
◆ Thursdays - Trivia @ 8pm
 Factoids played on the big 

screen daily receive factoids 
via text

◆ Fridays & Saturdays - Live 
DJ @ 9pm

◆ Sundays - 
 50s & 60s Karaoke @ 7pm 

DAILY DINNER SPECIALS
Starting at 5pm

Mondays: Free drink with 
any entree

Tuesdays: 2 for $25 
 (1 appetizer, 2 entrees, 2 drinks)

Wednesdays: All You Can 
Eat Corned Beef & Cabbage 
$9.99

Thursdays: All you can eat 
BBQ $11.99

Fridays: Fish Fry
Saturdays: Prime Rib for 2 

only $21.99
Sundays: All you can eat 

Pasta, starting at $6.99
Feel the Beat with over

6k watts of sound 

PATIO DINING
FREE WIFI

◆ Happy Hour 11am-7pm Every day

◆ Sign up to receive exclusive 
offers via text only

◆ Play text Trivia to win special 
discounts

Tavern on the Boulevard
250 Apollo Beach Blvd.

Apollo Beach
(813) 645-3760

www.tavernontheboulevard.com
OPEN from 7 a.m. daily

Italian Restaurant
& Pizzeria

813-645-5351
431 19th Ave. NE • Ruskin
(inside Village Shoppes, old K-Mart)
Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. & 4-9 p.m. • Closed Sun. & Mon.

Daily Lunch 
Specials

$695

FREE*

Glass of  House Wine, 
Beer or Soft Drink

with purchase of
a dinner entree

or
FREE*

Carafe of  
House 

Wine for 2
with purchase of  
2 dinner entrees

*Coupon good Tues. - Fri. only. 
Cannot be combined with any 

other coupon or special.
Coupons expire 8/31/12

Tues. & 
Thurs.
Karaoke
5 to 8 p.m.

WINDOW
TINTING

DAVE’S SAVE

40%
SAVE

25%
SAVE

100%
COUPON REQUIRED

EXPIRES 8/31/12

Over 20 Years Experience

www.DavesTinting.com

813-294-8468
Residential Homes & 
Commercial Buildings

“Block The Sun,
Not The View!”

Every
100 Sq. Ft.
Not valid with any

other offer.

TECO Rebates can save 
you as much as 40% off 

your total cost

Saves as much as
25% off your
electric bill

Saves and protects your 
furnishings, flooring, window 

treatments from fading

curves.com

SUN CITY CENTER
761 Cortaro Drive

813-633-9771

APOLLO BEACH
5932 Frond Way

813-645-0909

Burn Calories
Not Cash

Our service fee is half off, 
but our workout still 

tones every part of you 
while burning 500 

calories.

New members only. O�er based on �rst enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d./e.f.t. program. Discount applies to innitial service fee. Not valid with any other o�er. 
Valid only at participating locations. 2012 Curves International Inc.

Leak Proof
DESIGN

Innovation in Daylighting

Installed from
$570

Brighten
Dark Rooms.
Naturally!
• Installs in just 2 hours
• Licensed and Insured
• New Ceiling Fixtures

DAYLIGHT CONCEPTS, LLC
Solatube® Premier Dealer

(813) 886-5500
daylightconcepts.com 
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Thank You!
I am now into my fourth year with 
Century 21 Beggins as a licensed real 
estate professional and last year, with 
your help, I had a very productive year 
with more than 30 home sales. The 2012 
real estate market continues to be very 
active with a large 
number of buyers 
still looking for 
a place to escape 
the harsh winter 
weather up north. 
Our inventory of 
homes for sale has 
been greatly reduced 
and good homes are 
selling quickly. If you are thinking about 
selling your home or know of anyone 
that may be planning to sell their home I 
would appreciate the opportunity to assist 
you or your friends. I have always worked 
hard for my clients and I will commit 
to provide to you your best real estate 
experience. I can be reached any time on 
my cell phone at 813-417-1554 or by 
email at: JackStevens@c21be.com.

Again — Thank You for all your 
support and have a great summer.

Have you made your 
pre-need funeral 
arrangements?
Stop by for a 
full pre-need 
consultation

$200 off *
Your Pre-Need Arrangement

*with purchase
ONE OFFER PER FAMILY

813-677-9494
6919 Providence Road
Riverview, FL 33578

THE 2011

BEST
OF  BRANDON

OBS 
8/25/12

*Some 
restrictions 

apply

Serenity Meadows
Memorial Park • Funeral Home

• On-Site Crematory
Locally Owned & Operated

Mike's Adult Family 
Care Home

Located in South 
Hillsborough County is where 

you will find our intimate, 
family-style retirement home.

All the conveniences of home.

All the care and services  
you need.

Provider, Michael Gray

813-672-3376
or

813-766-9909

8827 Cobb Road
Riverview, FL 33578

license # 6906514

Annette’s Beauty Salon
• Free Consultation • Color Specialist • Hablamos Español

Refer a friend,  

both of you will get  

634-5422
In The Village Plaza
(next to Copper Penny)

Corner Hwy. 301 

& SR 674

Suite #108
Open: Tues. - Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

FULL SERVICE SALON
• Family Hair Cuts
• Hair Cuts (Razor/Clipper)
• Corrective Color
• Color / Highlights / Foil / Cap /
 Dimensional Color
• Scalp Treatments
• Hair Loss Problems
• Perms/Body Waves
• Relaxers
• Waxing (Lip/Chin/Brow)
• Wash/Set
• Nail Tech
• Permanent Makeup (Wake up 
with Makeup)

• Up Dos (Peinados para Quinces 
y Avento Especiales)

1ST TIME 
CUSTOMERS

20% Off
Must mention ad. 

Not to be combined 
with any other offers.

Exp. 8/31/12

20% 
off

Must mention ad • Expires 8/31/12

Annette Maria

Miriam
Luisa

COMING SOON!
Eyelash Bar • OPI polish

*Eyelash & Brow Tint
* Eyelash Perming & Extensions

Family Owned & Operated Since 1923

BOGGS
World’s LARGEST and most recognized 

Grandfather clock maker
Come in now for the best selection of gifts!

• Necklaces • Bracelets • Watches • Rings • More

Corner of SCC Blvd. & US 301
Sun City Center

634-7899
Golf Cart 
Accessible

Appraisals for
Insurance 
Purposes

FREE JEWELRY CLEANING 
& INSPECTION

WHILE YOU WAIT!
With this ad • Expires 11/1/12

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Located in the heart of SCC

139 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.

Suite 202

(813) 633-8923
7 days 24 hour  
Emergency call

#CFC1425759

Prompt & Professional
complete plumbing services:

• Repipe Specialist

• Water Heaters

• Garbage Disposals

• Comfort Height Toilets

• Sewer Cleaning

• Faucets

Golf Club at Cypress Creek
1011 Cypress Village Blvd., Ruskin

Please call for reservation

813-440-4576 Ext. 2

“You asked for 
something different.

You got it!”

+ tax+ tax

Hot Summer Nights

SPECIAL FOR 2
2 for $3999

Hot Summer Nights

SPECIAL FOR 2
2 for $3999

Includes:
2 Soup or Salad
2 Entrees:
	 •	Honey	Grilled	Salmon	
	 •	6	0z.	Petite	Filet	Steak	
	 •	Braised	Lemon	Chicken
	 •	Shrimp	Scampi	Pasta
2 Desserts
1	Complementary	Bottle	of	Wine

Includes:
2 Soup or Salad
2 Entrees:
	 •	Honey	Grilled	Salmon	
	 •	6	0z.	Petite	Filet	Steak	
	 •	Braised	Lemon	Chicken
	 •	Shrimp	Scampi	Pasta
2 Desserts
1	Complementary	Bottle	of	Wine

under
 new

 managem
en

t
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To place an ad call
813.645.3111 ext. 201

Fax: 813.645.1792
$17.00

up to 20 words
30¢ addl. word

Deadline is Monday
at 4pm

THE SHOPPER
 Classified advertising

the Observer news, the sCC Observer and the riverview Current

M & M Printing Co., inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland estates ave., sW
ruskin, florida 33570

®

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlES

105 PERSONAl

312 ESTATE SAlES 312 ESTATE SAlES

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

almost new thrift store. 10008 
indiana st., gibsonton (1 block off 
Us 41, 1 block north gibsonton 
dr.,) Wednesday through saturday, 
9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, lots 
misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

5133 Clover Mist dr, Braemar 
subdivision, ruskin. saturday, 
8am-2pm. Computer games, toys 
household goods, linens, tools, 
paintings & collectable dolls.

Yard sale. friday & saturday,  
8am-2pm. 1409 Jacobson dr., (off 
danbury) Chairs, tables, Christmas, 
furniture, tools, artwork, odds & 
ends, tv stands, misc.

estate, moving sale. furniture, 
antiques, household items, toys, 
designer clothes, etc. friday & sat-
urday, 8am-1pm. 315 Brockfield (St 
andrews) sCC.

garage sale. saturday, aug. 25, 
8am-2pm. 2302 Potomac Mark 
Place, (riverbend subdivision) 
ruskin. numerous household items 
& more

2 Family Sale 
Maytag washer & dryer, patio set, 
antique pump organ, misc. house-
hold items, dishes, clothing, tools. 
saturday, 8am-2pm. 1519 Belle 

glade ave., sCC.

garage sale. Computer compo-
nents, clothing, furniture & lots of 
misc. aug. 25, saturday, 8am-2pm. 
1707 Bonita Bluff Court, ruskin.

Above The Rest 
139 s. Pebble Beach Blvd., sCC. 
Upscale resale shop. Come see 

our new  line of jewelry & furniture. 
get 10% off for mentioning this 

ad, friday & saturday only. 813-
633-5013 

Moving sale. everything must go. 
tools, household items, furniture, 
lots of misc. too much to list. sum-
merfield Crossing, 11217 Fiddle-
wood dr., 8am-3pm aug. 24 & 25.

everything must go. Car, truck, 
boat, mowers & parts, furniture, 
tools, rv trailer, entire household. 
friday, saturday & sunday. 8am-
3pm. 114 15th st. se, ruskin.

friday, aug. 24, 8am-11am. House-
hold items, patio furniture, love seat, 
golf books, golf equipment, coolers. 
1405 n Pebble Beach Blvd., sCC.

311 AUCTIONS

Sat., August 25, 2012
10:00 a.m.

7371 Rowelett Park Drive
Tampa, FL 33610

This auction consists of:
Numerous Tools, Forklift, 

Peterbilt Crane Truck, 
Roofing Equipment, Pickup 
Trucks, Trailers, much more

For more information contact:

Office 386-362-3300
or John Hill 386-590-1214
10% Buyers Premium

www.jwhillauctions.com
AB 2083  AU2847

Business Liquidation Auction

312 ESTATE SAlES

741-0225
Cell: 382-7536

Denney’s 
estate 
sales

(813) 477-1793

• Licensed •

www.denneysestatesales.com

‘The Price is Right!’

Se Habla 
Español

BEVERLY’s ESTATE SALES
Sun City Center

August 24 & 25
7:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

233 Brockfield Dr. N.
St. Andrew’s Estates (2nd left 
off Stoneham Dr., off SR 674)

Upscale furniture and decorator’s 
delight; Broyhill sofa and loveseat; 3 pc. 
entertainment center; wing back recliner 

and chair; curio cabinet; matching 
coffee, 2 end and sofa table; dining table 
w/6 chairs and China cabinet; king suite; 

queen suite; wrought iron, wood top 
kitchen table, 4 cushion caster chairs 
and matching baker’s rack; La-Z-Boy 

couch with dual recliners; theater 
style dual recliners and recliners; 2 

office desks w/matching leather chairs; 
bookcase; computer; silks; linens; 

kitchen; pictures; TVs; NEW CLOTHES - 
Chico’s size 1 & 2; some men’s clothing; 
Kenmore washer/dryer; Whirlpool side-

by-side refrigerator.

508-0307 or 633-1173

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS...645-3211
Donate your old functioning cell phones, drop off at our office for the “Victims Assistance Program.”

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson .......................... 468-0288
Claire Tort .............................. 363-7250
Kay Pye ................................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs .......................... 391-8653

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 88 Years
1924 — 2012

Christine Nethers .................... 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ................ 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley ...................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis ............................ 633-8318
Joanie Cooper ........................ 480-2428

U-SNOOZE, U-LOSE U-nique 3BR/2B, 2-story home in very desirable non-flood area of Ruskin. Custom home recently 
renovated inside and out. Quick closing and occupancy. No work necessary. $139,000 JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288

“JUST WISH SOMEONE WOULD PAY OFF MY MORTGAGE AND CLOSING COSTS.” Seller does not have 
necessary money or skills needed to bring house that needs lots of work, but has great potential, up to snuff. 
2BR/2BA on over 1/3 acre zoned RDC-6. Try $37,000 offer. JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288

RUSKIN WATERFRONT – new on the market!!! Enjoy stunning views from this beautiful 3 bedroom pool home 
on the Ruskin Inlet. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac the property is complete with a concrete seawall and boat lift. 
Deep water and no bridges to Tampa Bay! $429,000  CATHY GRIGGS 391-8656

Beautifully maintained 3/2 manufactured home built in 1994 on large lot located convenient to the Wildcat 
Creek boat ramp. Inside laundry and all appliances are included - hvac system is only 3 years old!! 2 storage 
sheds located on the property and one even has a workbench. The large 12 x 24 screened lanai affords additional 
space for dining & relaxing and enjoying the beautiful oak trees that grace the property. Don’t delay –  for your 
own private showing today. $56,900  CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653

GREAT FAMILY HOME in desirable community within minutes to shopping, schools, churches, and restaurants. 
Almost 2000 square feet of living area with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths and 2 car attached garage and a great screened 
pool and patio. Reasonably priced at only $159,900.  JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540.

SPACIOUS WATERFRONT HOME in quiet neighborhood features 3BR/2BAs with large bonus room that could be 
used as 4th bedroom, extra family room, theatre room, game room or whatever. Split floor plan, formal and family 
rooms, eating space in kitchen, screened porch, large yard, quiet canal setting, 2600 sq. feet of living area and 
more. Asking $259,900. JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540.

NEW LISTING IN RUSKIN ! Nice, well maintained concrete block house, a stone throw from the river. 2BR/1BA, 
attached utility-rm, good metal roof, shed with electric in backyard. BA has tub and shower, eat-in-space in 
kitchen, peaceful area close to everything. $59,900. Adjacent lot for sale separately.  CLAIRE TORT 363-7250

KP CONDO: 1BR/1.5BA, nice enclosed lanai with washer/dryer, remodeled BA with new walk-in-tub. Carpet just 
cleaned. Close to club house, gated community with lots of amenities. $21,900.  CLAIRE TORT 363-7250

JUST LISTED ! 2BR+Den/2BA doublewide home on ½ acre lot : large MBR & MBA, walk-in-closet, dinette off 
kitchen, spacious “L” shaped Liv/Din room leading to great insulated Sun Room, utility-rm, screened porch, 2 
carports and sheds. Roof is newer. $68,000.  CLAIRE TORT 363-7250

INVEST NOW, BUILD LATER! Great location on busy State Road 674. 3BR/2BA house amid huge oak trees, but 
value is in the land. 2.1 acres with SMU6 land use. Multiple possibilities. $799,900  KAY PYE 361-3672

CARIBBEAN ISLES IN APOLLO BEACH! Very well maintained 3BR/2BA MH in gated waterfront community. 
Special features include: nice open floor plan with split bedrooms, extra large kitchen with tons of cabinets, wet 
bar, new insulated windows, new flooring & carpet, remodeled bathrooms, workshop, fruit trees and much more! 
OWNER FINANCING A POSSIBILITY. $82,000  ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201

BEAUTIFUL LAKEFRONT LOT 1.6 acres to build your dream home and not be too near your neighbors. 123 
acres of Lake and 900 acres of wetlands to enjoy every day.  KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 
748-2201. $94,900.

RENTALS: APOLLO BEACH AND RUSKIN! 2BR/2BA Waterfront condo at Anchor Point in Apollo Beach. $825.00 
per month with a one year lease. 3BR/2BA, 2 car garage single family, home with granite countertops and ceramic 
tile throughout. $950.00 per month with one year lease.  ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 

Why drive 20 miles for your 
printing?  

We are the local  source for  
business cards,  

letterhead, invoices, posters, 
 tickets, etc.... 

Your neighborhood printer.

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Check out your classified ad  

online www.observernews.net

The Observer News  
will be closed Monday, 

Sept. 3 in observance of 
Labor Day. Deadline for 
classified line ads will 

move to Friday, August 31 
at 4pm. for the  

Sept. 6th edition

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 Aug. 22, 24, 25

Bed & Bath Sale
1/2 Off all bedding, 
towels and bathware
Plus - the Secret Sale

Ruskin ESTATE SALE
510 Powder View Drive 
Friday & Saturday
August 24 & 25

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Contemporary and patio 

furniture, accessories, work 
tables, deerhead mounts, 

antique fish lures.
www.freefromclutter.com

813-453-1944

Thank you!
I hope that many of the 

wonderful people that were so 
very thoughtful and generous 

to me when I broke my hip, will 
read this thank you note. Many, 
many thanks, especially to my 
friend that I called at 6:30 a.m. 
Everything was appreciated!

~ Pearl Moss



august 23, 2012    28 • tHE sHOPPER

RENtaLs

600

M.H. HOusINg

550

REaL EstatE

500

tRaNsPORtatION

450 

PROF. sERVICEs

650

sERVICEs

700

MaRINE

400 

Name: - ____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________

The Observer News • The sCC Observer • The riverview CurreNT

THE SHOPPER
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To place a classified ad
call 813-645-3111 Ext. 201;
fill out the form below and fax to

813-645-1792; or mail this form to
the shopper

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

Up to 20 words
$17.00

30¢ for each 
additional word 

DEaDLINE:
Ad and payment must 

be received by 4:00 p.m. 
Monday for publication in 

that week’s edition.

Classification:  ___________________  

Ad copy as you wish it to appear:

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

360 gOLF CaRts

Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. 
Chargers, parts all related. Ronny’s 
Carts & Parts.  813-484-9855 or 
813-645-4515

Club Car, fair condition, head & tail 
lights, rain curtain, batteries in fair 
condition. $650. (H)  813-419-4027. 
(C) 813-637-6348 

390 MIsC.  FOR saLE

GE commercial quality washer & 
dryer, both work great. Only $250. 
Pecan /glass formal dining room 
table w/6 chairs, matching china 
cabinet, buffet & large Magnolia 
painting. Only $500. Call 813-677-
2601 

390 MIsC. FOR saLE

Stainglass devotees. Diamond laser 
band saw for cutting glass (never 
used) 40+ lbs of glass, variety of col-
ors. Tool box of misc. tools. $250. 
Call Peggy 813-633-7100 

Mongoose 21 speed 26” bike $115. 
Card table w/4 chairs $20. Made in 
Italy, dining room table w/6 chairs 
(blonde) $750. Marble top & hand 
carved coffee table, 48x28 $150. . 
813-634-5897 

425 sLIPs OR stORagE

South Bay RV & Boat Storage. 
Specializing in outside storage for 
RVs, boats & trailers. 813-677-2000 
www.SouthBayStorage.com

storage  
Ramey’s Business Park 
Dollar a day. RV & boat storage & 
heavy equipment. Water & electric 

hookup, 1/4 mile from Williams 
Park boat ramp. Also RV lots 

available. 813-310-1888, 813-690-
1836, 813-849-1469

435 PaRts/sERVICE

Summer Special 
10% off all parts & service now 
through  Aug 31. Alafia Marine, 

6128 Lewis Ave., Gibsonton.  813-
671-BOAT  (2628)

462 MOtOR HOMEs

511 HOusEs FOR saLE

Open House  
707 Fern Leaf Dr., (Bahia Lakes) 
Ruskin. Sunday, Aug. 26, 1-3pm. 
Joanne & Bob Rudowski, Remax 

Realtec,  813-814-0568 

HAMPTON expanded in KP on golf course, 
another screened lanai, large laundry room, 
carport. Owner financing available...$57,500

2BR/2BA in the KNOLLS (private pool),
Furnished. ........................................$57,500

RENTALS

2BR/2BA, furnished, close to the
clubhouse..................from $650 per month

CLAIRE TORT
Cell: (813) 363-7250

n GREAT (2006) 3BR/2BA MOBILE-HOME 
ON 1.12 ACRE CLEARED LOT: Split BR plan, 
bright living area, inside utility room off of kitch-
en with washer and dryer, very nice laminate 
floors. Close to shopping and hospital, no HOA, 
not in flood zone. $65,900.
n 2 MOBILE HOMES ON 2.3 ACRES IN 
RUSKIN: Cleared lot with few shady trees 
and pond full of fish. One MH is 2BR/2B, other 
is 2BR/1B, both in good condition with large 
screened porches. Peaceful and secluded prop-
erty, close to main highway, restaurants and 
shopping. No HOA. $86,500.
n RENTAL IN RUSKIN: Canalfront, pool-
house, 2BR/2BA, enclosed lanai, screened 
pool, boat lift and large carport. Fenced back-
yard, one small pet accepted. $1,100 a month 
+ deposit.

The Observer News  
will be closed Monday, 

Sept. 3 in observance of 
Labor Day. Deadline for 

classified line ads will move 
to Friday, August 31 at 4pm. 

for the  
Sept. 6th edition

KINGS POINT CONDO

FOR RENT
Two bedrooms, two full baths, 

washer/dryer, all appliances, fully 
furnished. Located in Cambridge. 

Walking distance to Clubhouse.  
All amenities included, cable TV, 

water, trash collection. 
Annual rental $850 per month.

Call for appointment  (813) 625-9642

Motivated Seller
5th Wheel camper

Fifth Avenue by Thor, 2002, 
31 ft., center kitchen, rear 

living room, 2 recliners, picture 
window, queen sized bed, 

large front bedroom, closet. 
Great condition.

Must see to appreciate.
813-333-8986 or 

813-967-7288

565 M.H. IN PaRks

One bedroom mobile home in wa-
terfront park with  dock. Corner lot 
with view of  river. No pets $5,000. 
Call for info.  813-645-2446 

610  WatERFRONt RENtaLs

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking/ 
fishing, laundry. $185 weekly, plus 
$300 deposit, utilities included. No 
pets.    813-863-6123

Apollo Beach. 3br/2ba, pool, dock,  
boat lift, fenced yard, totally remod-
eled. Granite kitchen. Very nice, 
must see. $1,200 monthly.  813-
943-4200 

610 WatERFRONt RENtaLs

Apollo Beach 2br/2ba, comfy, 
furnished condo. A/C, pool, tennis 
courts, dock. Quiet community. Sea-
sonal? Long term? Rent negotiable. 
TECO welcome.  440-666-1330 

611 HOusEs FOR RENt

2br/1ba cottage in quiet mobile 
home park, Ruskin. Fishing dock, 
rec. hall. All utilities included, first 
& last month rent. $675 monthly. 
No pets. Call  813-493-2861 or 
813-610-7515

4br/2ba Apollo Beach home, large 
privacy fence. $1,150 monthly plus 
deposit.  813-482-6374

SCC house for rent. 55+ 2br/1.5ba, 
Monthly rent $850 plus security de-
posit with yearly lease. Association 
fees & lawn maintenance extra. No 
pets, no smoking. Call 813-649-
1599 for details 

4br/2ba/2cg. Newly decorated, tile 
& wood floors, large eat-in kitchen, 
breakfast bar, lots of closets. Deep 
lot $1,250 monthly plus deposit. 
Ruskin.  813-645-6711 

Sun City Center 55+ 
2br/2ba or 1br/1ba. Includes: 

yard care,  water, sewer, trash 
collection.  No smoking , no pets 

813-634-9695 

SCC. Remodeled, 2br/2ba, living, 
dining, family & laundry room, new 
kitchen. Covered parking, All ameni-
ties. Must see 941-380-8100 

612 aPaRtMENts FOR RENt

For rent: Efficiency apartments. 
Weekly rates, utilities furnished 
813-677-8789,   813-601-1542 or 
813-516-0896

Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, 
washer /dryer hookup. $675 monthly 
plus deposit, lawn service included.  
813-244-1676 

Riverview  apt,  2br/1ba, CHA, 
water, maintenance included. Tile 
floors. $600 monthly $600 security. 
813-239-4293 or 813-645-2193

Very clean 2br/1ba apt. with wash-
er/ dryer hookup. Includes water & 
mowing. $625 monthly plus deposit. 
No pets. 813-645-1801 

613 CONDOs FOR RENt

630 M.H. RENtaLs

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home 
near shopping  center in Gibsonton. 
813-677-8789, 813-601-1542 or 
813-516-0896

Two bedroom $165 weekly,  plus 
security deposit.    R & M Mobile 
Home Park in Gibsonton.  813-
236-9207

Ruskin 1br/1ba mobile home on qui-
et street. Waterfront, fish off dock. 
Utilities included.  No smoking, no 
pets. Best suited for single person 
or couple. References needed. Rent 
$175 weekly plus $400 deposit. 
813-363-6001

630 M. H. RENtaLs

One bedroom mobile home on riv-
erfront. Lease for $550 monthly in-
cludes water & electric up to $75. No 
pets. Call for info.  813-645-2446 

For Rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

645 OFFICE sPaCE

646 WaREHOusE sPaCE

Garage & mini storage, RV lots 
& mobile home lots for rent. Call  
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

 651 BOOkkeePing

QuickBooks® 
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do atti-
tude: 1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup 
& review  financials, full bookkeep-
ing services, tutoring, software & 

issues, classes. Hourly rates. Your 
local office or mine. Thea’s Quick 
Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 813-641-
1089 email: theahp@verizon.net 

www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

655 aLtERatIONs.

Alterations. Charleen Madsen.  813-
645-8207,  Apollo Beach

680 aDuLt & CHILD CaRE

• Light Housekeeping • Grocery 
Shopping • Running Errands  

• Companionship • Sitters In-Home 
or Care Facility • Flexible Schedules

Our Angels 
Offer

137 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Ste. 104 
Sun City Center 33573

(813) 293-5369 or (813) 419-4967
www.AngelsofLifeServices.com

License #232465

704 JuNk REMOVaL

Hauling unwanted items. Demo-
lition, boats, cars, appliances, 
trash, yard debris, junk. Anything 
you don’t need. Free estimate Call 
Dave 813-447-6123  

705 CLEaNINg

Rebecca’s Housecleaning. Need 
a little help around the house? I 
would love to help. Reference avail-
able. Call 813-245-2221

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integ-
rity. Call for free estimate. 7days a 
week. Move-in, move-out, rentals. 
Insured, bonded, licensed. Ruskin, 

Apollo Beach, Sun City Center. 
813-846-7629 

 Flat rate $75, full clean

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Why drive 20 miles 
for your printing

We are your  
neighborhood printer.



august 23, 2012  tHE sHOPPER  • 29

COmmunity PaPERs  
Of flORida 

(CPf statEwidEs)

CPf statEwidEs CPf statEwidEs

EmPlOymEnt

800

DON’T RENT WHEN YOU CAN 
OWN! Pasco & Hernando County 
Properties.  Owner financing, For 
sale/rent/lease option- 1Bedroom, 
2Bedrooms, 3Bedrooms.  Low 
down payment. Williams Realty  
813-478-3403;  813-365-0657

FREE Discount Prescription Card  
Save 10% to 85% on your prescrip-
tions  Call 1-888-284-7364 and start 
saving now!  

Basic cable and internet deals! 
$29.99 per month Free HBO for 3 
months Call Today 800-291-9756

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANT-
ED!!!  Get the Most Cash, up to 
$27 per box!  Shipping Paid!  Must 
be Sealed & Unexpired.  Call Tony 
813-528-1480  tonyteststrips@
hotmail.com

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/
month PLUS 30 Premium Movie 
Channels FREE for 3 Months! 
SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL - 888-418-9787 

Every baby deserves a healthy 
start. Join more than a million 
people walking and raising money 
to support the March of Dimes. The 
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO 
BUGS!  Buy Harris Roach Tablets.  
Eliminate Bugs - Guaranteed.  
Available at Ace Hardware, The 
Home Depot & Home Depot.com

Over 30 Million Woman Suffer From 
Hair Loss!  Do you? If So We Have 
a Solution!  Call Keranique To Find 
Out More  877-635-1346

*REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!*  
Get a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite 
system installed for Free and pro-
gramming starting at $19.99/mo.  
Free HD/DVR upgrade for new call-
ers, Call Now.  1-800-795-7279

ROTARY MEMBERS are a world-
wide network of inspired individuals 
who improve communities.  For 
more information visit www.rotary.
org. ; This message provided by 
PaperChain and your local com-
munity paper.

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New 
with Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  
lighting, Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  
maintenance free cabinet. Retails 
for $18,900. Sacrifice $8995.  Can 
deliver. 727-851-3217 

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice 
for an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Liv-
ing/Medical Expenses Paid.  Loving, 
Financially Secure Families Await.  
1-877-341-1309  Atty Ellen Kaplan 
(FL #0875228)

Canada Drug Center is your choice 
for safe and affordable medica-
tions. Our licensed Canadian mail 
order pharmacy will provide you 
with savings of up to 90 percent 
on all your medication needs. Call 
Today 888-372-6740 for $10.00 off 
your first prescription and free ship-
ping.  Prescriptions Dispensed from 
Canada are Dispensed by: Health 
One Pharmacy. License Number: 
21791  

adOPtiOn  
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses 
paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  

28 years experience.  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

; FL Bar # 307084   

adOPtiOn 
GIVE YOUR BABY THE BEST IN 

LIFE!  Many Kind, Loving, Educated 
& Financially Secure Couples Wait-

ing.  Living & Medical Expenses 
Paid.  Counseling & Transportation 
Provided.  Former Birth Moms on 
Staff!  FLORIDA ADOPTION LAW 
GROUP, P.A.   Jodi Sue Rutstein, 
M.S.W., J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, 

R.N., J.D.  1-800-852-0041  Confi-
dential 24/7 (#133050&249025)    

CasH fOR CaRs!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

suRROgatE nEEdEd  
Please help us have our baby!  
Generous Compensation Paid.  

Call Attorney Charlotte Dan-
ciu   1-800-395-5449  FL Bar # 

307084

ViagRa/ Cialis!  
 Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg 

Pills, for only-$99! +4-Bonus Pills 
FREE!  #1 Male  Enhancement. 

Discreet Shipping. Buy The Blue Pill 
Now 1- 888-800-1280  

708 mOVERs

Affordable Moving. One piece or 
whole house. Also specializing in 
estate sale delivery.  Loading & 
unloading storage units/  trucks & 
more Free estimate.  Dave  813-
447-6123 

710 lawn CaRE

B&s lawn Care, inc. 
Professional lawn care provid-

ing all of your turf, landscaping & 
irrigation needs. Residential/ com-
mercial. www.bandslawncare.com 

813-645-7266 

m & C mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized Briggs 

& Statton dealer. Commercial & 
residential. Open 7days, 8:30am-

6pm.  725 14th St., Wimauma.  
813-938-3226, 813-690-4375 . 

Pickup & delivery 

Bill’s lawn service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 
Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low 

as $25 per cut. 813-293-6840

s & l lawn mower Repair 
1105 15th St SE. Ruskin. Tune-
up special. $49 push mower $69 

riding mowers.  Free pickup & 
delivery. Same day service.  813-

305-6666  

terry’s lawn service 
Free estimates. Mowing, trimming, 
edging. Home 813-634-2856, cell 

813-317-7679 

715 fill diRt/Hauling

Pittman trucking & tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 
asphalt, driveway culverts.  Load-
er, backhoe, grading, bushhog, 
discing.  Install Septic System & 
drain fills. CFC#1427021.  813-

645-1883 

myers trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. 

Culvert sets, driveways, shell, 
crushed asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, 

excavating, mowing etc. Tony 
(813) 363-7963 Free estimates. 

720 HOmE maintEnanCE

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. In-
sured. Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun 

City Center & Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 

Handyman Custom Carpentry 
Doors installed, decks, framing, 

screen enclosures,   repairs, 
plumbing, electrical, painting.  

Senior discount Free estimates.  
813-645-1778. C-117507 www.

MYIC.com/customcarpentry

725 finisHing

740 misC. sERViCEs

Hate that wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something 
painted. Big or small, I can do it. 
I’ll even clean windows. Debby. 

813-434-6499 

in your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, li-

censed, bonded, insured.  Refer-
ences available. email: olivertort@

aol.com Oliver & Company  

seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, 

boat lifts & seawalls. Free inspec-
tion. Hecker Construction Co. 813-

236-9306

Home Improvement ServIceS
croWn moLDInG 

SpecIALISt
• Crown Molding, Tray Ceiling Trim, Chair Rail, 

Door & Window Casing, Columns, Cabinet Trim
• Laminate & Tile Flooring, 

Backsplash Tile, Installations, 
Painting, Etc.

• Serving Riverview, Ruskin,  
Apollo Beach and Sun City Center areas

FREE
ESTIMATES

RockTheRed@earthlink.net
(813) 419-4380

Pierre Leroux

830 REstauRant

870 gEnERal

go shopping. get Paid 
Join today & become A Secret 

Shopper in your area.   To learn 
more  visit www.second-to-none.

com/join                                                                      

Drivers: Local, great pay & benefits. 
Home everyday. Paid holidays/ 
vacations, 401K. CDL-A  w/ X end. 
School grads. accepted. 1-866-
358-3937

890 Jobs Wanted

Retired Volunteer Minister Church 
that has gets. Jack 88, widower. 
Any denominations. Ready to help 
as teacher/ counselor/ prayer/ pas-
ter/ encourager. Disabled American 
Veteran. No DL. Low  vision. Pro-
vide own support (food, clothing, 
shelter. Dr. (Rev) Harrison  813-
642-0189 

adoPtIon  866-633-0397  Un-
planned Pregnancy?  Provide 
your baby with a loving, finan-
cially secure family.  living/
medical/Counseling expenses 
paid.  social worker on staff.  Call 
compassionate attorney lauren 
Feingold  (FL bar#0958107) 24/7  

adOPtiOn  888-812-3678  all 
Expenses Paid.  Choose a lov-
ing, financially secure family for 
your child  24 Hrs 7 days   Caring 
& Confidential.  attorney amy 
Hickman.  (fl lic. #832340)    

Are you pregnant?  A married 
couple (in their 30s) seeks to adopt.  
Will be full-time mom & devoted 
dad.  Financial security.  Expenses 
paid.  FL BarNo. 0150789.  Ann & 
Michael.  1-800-505-8452.

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Start-
ing at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  
*Missing Spouse Divorce  “We 
Come to you!”  1-888-705-7221   
Since1992

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers 
Child Support, Custody, and Visi-
tation, Property, Debts, Name 
Change… Only One Signature 
Required! *Excludes govt. fees!  
1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor 
& Associates

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  Talk with caring 
adoption expert.  You choose from 
families nationwide.  LIVING EX-
PENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-
6298.  FL License #100013125

ROOf REPaiRs   ROOf OVERs  
mobile Home Roof specialist & 
flat Roof.  free insurance inspec-
tions.  lic/ins CCC1327406.  all 
Florida Weatherproofing & Con-
struction.  1-877-572-1019  

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train 
for hands on Aviation Maintenance 
Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
available. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVI-
ONICS  NOW TRAINING PILOTS!  
Financial aid if qualified.  Job place-
ment assistance.  Call National 
Aviation Academy!  FAA Approved.  
Classes Starting Soon!  1-800-659-
2080   NAA.edu  

HIGH SCHOOL COURSES ON-
LINE. Study from Home Grades 
9-12 Ages 13 to 18 CALL NOW! 
1-800-748-5327 www.home -
schoolofamerica.net

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA PRO-
GRAM ONLY $250! Educators 
Inc. High School over 25 years of 
experience. Fully accredited. Use 
for College, Military, Trade School 
or Job. 1-800-590-9611 www.
Eduhighschool.com

ATTENTION DIABETICS with 
Medicare.  Get a Free Talking Meter 
and diabetic testing supplies at No 
Cost, plus Free home delivery!  Best 
of all, this meter eliminates painful 
finger pricking!  Call 888-377-3536

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dol-
lar Paid.  We Come To You!  Any 
Make/Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 
1-800-871-9638

NURSING CAREERS begin here 
– Get trained in months, not years. 
Financial aid if qualified. Hous-
ing available. Job Placement as-
sistance. Call Centura Institute 
(888)220-3178

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash 
Now!! Injury Lawsuit Dragging? 
Need $500-$500,000++ within 48/
hours? Low rates Apply Now By 
Phone! 1-800-568-8321. www.
lawcapital.com  ; 

LAWSUIT CASH Auto Accident?  
All Cases Qualify.  Get CASH 
before your case settles!  Fast Ap-
proval.  Low Fees. (866) 709-1100 
or www.glofin.com

WE SOLVE TAX PROBLEMS!  Call 
1-800-557-4048  Stop Levies and 
Seizures, Stop Wage Garnishment, 
Reduction of Taxes, Abatement of 
Penalties, IRS Compliance, Tax 
Return Preparation.  www.keytax-
group.com ; 

GEORGIA LAND SALE - Beautiful 
1.5acre-30acre homesites.  Amaz-
ing weather, low taxes, Augusta 
Area. Starting @ $1995/acre.  Fi-
nancing w/Low down, from $195/
month. (U.S. Citizenship not re-
quired)  Owner 706-364-4200  

GEORGIA  Wayne County  100ac 
Cattle Ranch. Includes 40 head 
of cattle, tractor & equipment.  
Fenced, stocked ponds, barns & 
loading chutes. Complete package.  
$350,000  912-269-9349  

NC MOUNTAIN CABINS - (2) 
1bdrm/1bath in Franklin, wooded,  1 
w/garage & 1 on 1 acre. Payments 
$500/mo. ALSO, 1.5bdrms/1bath, 
1/2acre wooded.  Payments $850/
mo. Owner financing, 5 year balloon 
w/low down. 772-475-6024 

NC MOUNTAINS - Custom built 
1288 sf log cabin on 1.72 acres only 
$89,900.  Private wooded setting, 
covered porches, cathedral ceilings, 
paved access and easy to finish.  
828-286-1666

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ES-
TATE  Offering unbelievable deals 
on homes and land in the beauti-
ful NC mountains.  Call for free 
brochures, foreclosures, and area 
information.  800-924-2635

20 ACRES FREE!  Own 60 acres for 
40 acre price/payment.  $0 Down, 
$168/mo.  Money Back Guarantee, 
No Credit Checks.  Beautiful Views, 
West Texas.  1-800-843-7537  
www.SunsetRanches.com

MEDICAL CAREERS begin here. 
Train ONLINE for Allied Health 
and Medical Management. Job 
placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 888-203-3179 
www.CenturaOnline.com 

¡COMIENZA TU PROPIO NEGO-
CIO!  Vende Por Catálogo Pro-
ductos  Para El Hogar. Llama Sin  
Costo 1.877.426.2627. CATALOGO 
GRATIS. Intima Hogar  Te Da Más. 
www.intimahogar.com 

NOW HIRING - PAID IN ADVANCE! 
Up To $1,000 Weekly Mailing Our 
Brochures From Home. 100% 
Legit Income Is Guaranteed! No 
Experience Required. Enroll Today! 
www.MailingBrochuresFromHome.
com  ; 

Classified Is Convenient

Find what you’re looking 
for in the Classifieds

Experienced
Line Cooks

•••
APPLY IN PERSON

1011 Cypress Village Blvd.
Ruskin, FL
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DESIRE’S RANCH

(813) 645-3545

Ruskin
Specialized Canine Boarding

Air-Conditioned Kennels

Canine Obedience

Problem Solving

813-642-6182

Johnny Sewell
(813) 641-2099

Mobile (813) 404-2022

P.O. Box 551 • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.customroofing.us

Bonded & Insured • Lic. #CCC1326907

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDARuskin &

 Sun City Center
Chamber Member

CUSTOM ROOFING
and REPAIRS

All Types of Roofing
New Roofs & Repairs

• Shingle • Tile • Metal • Hot Tar
No job too big or too small!

SERVING SINCE 1973
• Ruskin • Sun City Center • Kings 
Point • Apollo Beach • Riverview

“ALL MY CUSTOMERS ARE DRY 
FRIENDS WHEN QUALITY COUNTS”

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
FREE 

ESTIMATES

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!The Floor Source

 

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235
David Squire

License #PA2878

D. KAY CARR, P.A.
Attorney at Law

• Family • Criminal • Probate
• Wills and Estate Planning

• Civil Litigation • Real Estate

214 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

(813) 645-7557

Call now to book your appointment

Here to Serve Your Community
Year Round

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

Registered at Kings Point
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*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 50 Years Experience

®

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

HOME & AUTO
TINTING

• SOLAR 
• STORM 
• AUTO

Solar Designs

103 College Ave. W. Ruskin, FL

Lic.  #RC29027076

F

F
E

(813)
419-4165

787-9047

“Superb Quality Guaranteed”

40 Years Experience

(813)
787-9047

• Located in the heart of SCC •
FREE Estimates • 24/7 Service

(813) 633-8923

$10
OFF

$10
OFF

COMMERCIAL SHEETFED AND WEB PRINTERS

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
Ruskin

645-4048

From Design to Finish
PRINTING

Call us on your next printing project!

Need a Licensed
Electrician?

www.HoffmanElectrical.com
Lic. #ECI3004496

®
CARDS

813-298-FAST
(3278)

FREE
Service

Call
with any repair.

15%
OFF

any service
or repair.

WE MATCH ANY COMPETITORʼS COUPONS

AC REPAIR/SALESA HANDYMAN*H PLUMBINGP

STORAGES

ATTORNEYA

BAIL BONDSB

FLOORINGF

PAINTINGP

ELECTRICIANE KENNELSK

ROOFINGR

WINDOW FILMW

WINDOW CLEANINGW
How do I get 
my ad in the

?

It’s easy...
Just call The Observer News 

office at

813-645-3111
and ask for a sales 

representative.

Ads are sold by the column 
inch and must publish for a 

4 week minimum.

CALL TODAY!

ROOFINGR

PRINTINGP

PUBLISHERSP
Did you know 
M&M Printing prints 

books? That’s right. Have 
your stories, memoirs, 

history put in book form with 
professional binding. Call for 

a quote 813-645-4048.

The Observer News covers all of 
south Hillsborough County.
www.ObserverNews.net
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JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI BAR

10722 Big Bend Road
Riverview, FL 33579

(813) 671-2388
Fax (813) 671-7086

HOURS:
Mon. thru Thurs. - Lunch: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Dinner: 4:30 to 10 p.m.

Fri. and Sat. - Lunch: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Dinner: 4:30 to 11 p.m.

Sunday - Dinner: Noon to 10 p.m.

Kids 10 & under

EAT FREE ON SUNDAYS
with 2 adult purchases

Ladies’ Night - Thursdays
1st glass of House Wine

or Beer FREE
4:30 p.m. to close

75 301

EXIT 246

Publix
Shopping

Center
Starbucks

Big Bend Road
Sweet Bay

Supermarket

Sam’s
Club

Fennw
ay Ridge Dr.

N

S

To Sun City Center
(4 miles)

Hibachi 
& Sushi

Restaurant

Happy Hour Tepanyaki
SPECIAL

2 for $2595
Choose One Appetizer from Happy Hours Menu

Happy Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 4:30-6 p.m.  8:30-10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 9-11 p.m.

Vegetable .................................................................................9.95
Chicken (8 oz.) ..........................................................................11.95
New York Strip (6 oz.) ...............................................................13.95
Calamari ................................................................................13.95
Shrimp (9 pcs.) ..........................................................................13.95

Served with soup, salad, vegetable, rice and noodles

1/2 Price Beer
or House Wine

KITCHEN APPETIZERS  SUSHI ROLLS
Edamame .............................. 2.75 California Roll ...................... 2.95
Chicken Nuggets................... 2.75 Spicy Tuna Roll .................... 2.95
Gyoza .................................... 2.75 Salmon Skin Roll ................. 2.95
Shrimp Shumai ..................... 2.75 Spicy Crunchy Krab Roll ......... 2.95
Haru Maki ............................. 2.75 Kamikaze Roll ...................... 2.95
Krab Rangoon ....................... 2.75 Sweet Potato Roll ................ 2.95
Vegetable Tempura ............... 2.75 Shrimp Tempura Roll ........... 2.95
  Chicken Tempura Roll .......... 2.95

DESSERT  SPECIAL ROLLS
Ice Cream ............................. 2.00 Rainbow Roll ....................... 5.95
Fried Cheesecake ................. 2.00 Fantasy Roll ......................... 5.95
  Yummy Yummy Roll ............. 5.95

$10 OFF
any purchase
of $100 or more

$5 OFF
any purchase

of $50 or more

10722 Big Bend Road • Riverview, FL
813-671-2388

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 9/14/12

10722 Big Bend Road • Riverview, FL
813-671-2388

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires 9/14/12
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