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Out of work?
Check South County’s 
newest job resource

BY PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
RUSKIN — South County residents who are out of work no 

longer have to travel to Brandon or Tampa to check the lists of 
available jobs.

A new satellite office for the Tampa Bay Workforce Alliance held 
its Grand Opening May 9 at its new satellite office located at 201 
14th Avenue S.E., Ruskin, where staff posts new jobs daily and 
keeps all available jobs in a database.

The office is one of nine Workforce Alliance offices in 
Hillsborough County; three one-stop full service and six satellite 
offices.

The South County office is a satellite but has full time staff that 
can answer questions and also assist individuals.

The best thing is that the office is in the South County Resource 
Center, and is in partnership with the county’s Family Health & 
Social Services & Aging Department.

“This means we can work together to serve whole families,” 
said Dee Fridella, manager of social services in that office. “If the 
family has needs other than employment, they can refer them right 
then in the same trip.”

Carrie Clark, Workforce Alliance supervisor for South County 
explained the services they can provide potential employers and 
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A Mom’s mission to help 
vets and soldiers grieve
Kelly Kowall stood on a beach and asked God for 
a ‘burning bush’ sign. Then a large caliber bullet 
washed up at her feet.

By MITCH TRAPHAGEN mitch@observernews.net ■

RUSKIN — Kelly Kowall needed a sign. She didn’t want a 
nebulous sign subject to the interpretation of the moment. She 
needed something serious, something strong. It had been only a 

year since her son Spc. Corey Kowall had been killed in Afghanistan 
while en route to lending aide and support near his base. 

“I jumped into my boat and went to an island, just walking around, 
talking to God,” Kowall related. “I said, look, God, if you really want 
me to do this, I’ll do it; but I need a sign. And not just a little sign, I 
need a burning bush sign.”

In the time since her son’s death, 
Kowall had become aware of a crack 
in the support system for veterans and 
soldiers. Across the nation, people 
drive around with yellow ribbons on 
their vehicles and say they “support 
the troops” but sometimes, frequently 
perhaps, more than symbols and words 
are needed. Sometimes, the big, strong 
men and the selfless, courageous 
women of the world’s most powerful 
military need more than that — they 
need a shoulder to lay their heads on. 
They need someone to understand 

just what had been lost: soldiers they depended upon, soldiers who 
protected them, soldiers they thought they should protect, brothers and 
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A tall volunteer tackles the application of new paint around a doorway. See HELPING VETS, SOLIDIERS, page 16

See OUT OF WORK? page 13

Riverview Elementary’s first grade 
was treated to a performance 
by the Hammerhead Steel Drum 
Band. To the best of the band’s 
knowledge, they are the only all 
acoustic, stationary and marching 
steel drum band in Florida, if not 
the entire world. See page 26.

A dangerous intersection has 
residents looking for a more 
pronounced method of warning 
drivers of its perils. Another life 
was claimed last week at this 
troublesome spot. See page 3.

Historic structure returns to its roots 
this weekendBy MELODY JAMESON ■

RUSKIN – Most working 
artists aiming for an appreciative 
audience seek out an appropriate 
gallery frequented by that certain 
type of art aficionados.

Maybe something on the 
funky side in New York City 
for the Andy Warhol followers. 
Or perhaps a place in more 
staid Seattle for those devoted 
to Thomas Kinkaid. Or, there’s 
always glass and chrome Dallas 
where eclectic tastes embrace a 
whole range of styles. 

But no, not Jerry Pontes, 
the painter of seascapes with 
lighthouses firmly anchored 
underwater and of structures 
whose windows on the world 
resemble eyes that just may see 
and of Manta Rays so realistic 
they appear ready to float off the 
canvas. 

“Why go the conventional 
route, when you can chart new 
ground,” he says with the kind of 
offhand nonchalance a young and 
definitely unconventional Jack 
Kerouac might have displayed. 
Especially when you can, at least 

for a weekend, take a restored 
historic house back to its roots. 

Pontes, who calls Kill Devil 
Hills, North Carolina, home base, 
has brought his line of “Twisted 
Fish” driftwood sculptures and 
shore scenes in acrylic on canvas 

to the setting in Ruskin where 
local artistic endeavor began — 
the music, drama and arts center 
of the first Ruskin College that 
now is the home of dancer and 
choreographer Conrad Peterson. 

And, in a twist on the usual 
gallery showing but definitely 
more appropo to the subject, 

See TWISTED FISH, page 17

Kelly Kowall during a momentary 
break on Thursday.

MeLoDY JaMeSon photo
At work in his borrowed studio adjacent the historic structure that was the 
first Ruskin College’s Music, Drama and Arts Center — now restored as a 
private home — Artist Jerry Pontes (right) and Conrad Peterson (left), owner 
of the property, discuss various pieces to be exhibited this weekend on the 
site. The public is invited to the unique outdoor showing which is to include 
both the artist’s “Twisted Fish” wood sculptures and seascapes on canvas.

INSIDE:
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   Come Visit The Brand New Toyota Of Lakewood Today!
WE’RE CLOSER

THAN YOU THINK!

Introducing
EXPRESS

SERVICE
IN 1 HOUROR LESS!!!*

BRAND NEW 
2012 TOYOTA PRIUS

CVT, Two,
Mdl#1223

Or Buy For

$199
Per Month

Lease For

48 
MPG
Based on EPA 

Estimates

$22,991

BRAND NEW 
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

Auto, 4 Dr, 
Mdl#2546

Or Buy For

$21,491$149
Per Month

Lease For

35 
MPG
Based on EPA 

Estimates

Auto, 4 Dr, 
Mdl#2546

BRAND NEW 
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA

L, Auto, 4 Dr, 
Mdl#1832

Or Buy For

$15,991$149
Per Month

Lease For

34 
MPG
Based on EPA 

Estimates

L, Auto, 4 Dr, 
Mdl#1832

Bradenton
On SR64 Just Seconds West of I75, Exit 220

Only Minutes South of Ellenton Mall

877-268-1901
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30AM-8PM

The new toyota vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet or a livery or taxi vehicle.  Covers normal factory scheduled service for two years or 25,000 miles,  whichever occurs first. See participating dealer for coverage details.

When you purchase or lease a new Toyota, get 

MAINTENANCE FOR 2 YEARS/25,000 MILES 
PROVIDED BY TOYOTA

Includes Oil Changes & Major Services

ToyotaOfLakewood.com

TOYOTA OF LAKEWOOD

275 301

41

Ellenton
Mall

Tampa
Bay

All Leases are for 39 months with $3000 (Camry, $4500) due at signing and $0 security deposit. Prices and payments exclude tax,tag, title, registration and include dealer fees. 12,000 miles per year, 18¢ 
per mile thereafter. With approved credit. *Express Service in 60 minutes or less is applicable only for the following services and only on a per service basis: Lube, oil & filter service, air filter and cabin filter 
replacement, tire rotation and balance, tire repairs, battery service and replacement, wiper blade replacement, brake adjustments, multipoint inspection, and headlight & tail light bulb replacement.  All offers 

exclude tax,tag, title, registration and include dealer fees. See dealer for details. Offers expire at month end.

SALES, 
SERVICE AND 
PARTS OPEN

7 
DAYS A 
WEEK

5C
 (10”) ×

 15.5” 32732-G
TTL (5-17) sun city (lm

)

THAN YOU THINK!

FREE SHUTTLE
TO ELLENTON MALL 
WHILE YOU WAIT!BIGGERAND

BETTER!

Non-synthetic oil only, up to 5 qts max plus tax and disposal fee. 

ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

OIL & FILTER 
CHANGE

$14.95
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      Tour of Homes
You can view up to 6 homes on Sunday, May 20th

In Kings Point in Sun City Center!!
How you say? See below for directions

Team Terrell’s
Sunday

No later than 1 p.m. climb on board the Kings Point Tour Bus at 
Century 21 Beggins Realty office, corner of Del Webb Blvd W & SR 674

* Park in circle * Get your pre arranged name badge * Seating is limited  
* Arrange for your seat now call 813-712-0294, or go to  

www.westcoastfloridaliving.com See you Sunday!

2116 SIFIELD GREENS WAY

* 3 bed, 2 baths, 2 car garage
* Maplewood Condo Assoc.
* Lots of Upgrades 
* Tiled & Enclosed Lanai

* $200,000

810 STAFFORDSHIRE LN
* 2 bed, 2 baths, 2 car garage
* Roll-in-Shower in M. Bath
* Jetted walk-in tub in G. Bath
* Lanai has tile & shelving

* $110,000

1320 FAIRWAY GREENS DR

* 2 bed, 2 baths, 2 car garage
* Fairbourne Condo Assoc.
* Open floor plan
* Halifax model

* $90,000

2304 OLIVE BRANCH DR

* 2 bed, 2 baths, 2 car garage
* Upgraded kitchen
* Slate floor in kitchen
* Water softner

* $129,000

935 VILLEROY GREENS DR

* 2 bed, 2.5 baths, 2 car garage
* Balcony off 2nd floor den
* On 6th green of F.W.G.C.
* Hardwood floors

* $150,000

904 KINGS BLVD
* 3 bed, 2 bath, 2 car garage
* Single Family Home!!!
* View of F.W. Golf Course
* Many upgrades

* $175,000

1

4

2

5

3

6

TIME 1:15-1:25 TIME 1:30-1:40 TIME 1:45-1:55

TIME 2:30-2:40TIME 2:15-2:25TIME 2:00-2:10

www.westcoastfloridaliving.com

Joan Terrell, Len Terrell, Agents

To Register & get Info for tour, 
call 813-712-0294

ATTENTION Contractors:
Check out our selection of 

tools & supplies
www.TampaCrossties.com

• Gravel
• Washed Shell
• Pine Bark
• Mulch
• Lava Rock
• Lawn Furniture
• Tools
• Boulders

Need Landscaping Advice?
Speak with one of our Professionals!

42” Round Table Set

Resurface 
your deck at 
a fraction of 
the price of 
replacement

• Boulders

Mon.-Fri. 
8-5:00

Sat. 8-2

 S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75 813-641-0090

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

NEW

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

• Bagged Material
• Concrete Parking Stops

Speak with one of our Professionals!Speak with one of our Professionals!

All bagged Rock and Gravel 

4 for $12

Variety of Concrete Outdoor 
Furniture & Accessories

mazing
Handyman
“Do it right the first time.”

25 years Experience Clean & Professional

Excellent Service References Available

Work Guaranteed Licensed & Insured

Robert Maurello - owner 

www.amazinghandyman.net
lic. # 223392.0000

Peter Macaluso
Personal Injury: All Accidents, Auto, Slip/Fall
Immigration: Adjustment of Status, 
 Deportation, Family Status
Family Law: Divorce, Custody
Criminal Law: Misdemeanors, Felonies

Free Consultation (813) 251-2831
3302 N. Tampa Street, Tampa, FL 33603
www.MacalusoLaw.com

Se Habla 
Español  

Credit Cards 
Accepted

Rural intersection turns deadly, again and again
By MELODY JAMESON ■

RUSKIN — Once heard, seen, 
smelled, the tons of colliding metal 
powered by igniting fuel, twisting 
together, separating crazily, 
spilling shattered glass, personal 
possessions, vehicle fluids, human 
blood, broken bodies, leave 
imprints hard to erase. 

Witnesses, as well as the drivers 
and passengers so intimately 
involved, take away recollections 
not easily buried. They can disturb 
sleep and deter work. 

Just ask Aaron Cook and his 
family whose home for the last 
three years has overlooked a 
deadly intersection here. And it 
happened again last week where 
30th Street crosses 21st Avenue 
S.E. 

Cristy Jean Brock, just 41 years 
old, drew her last breath at about 
7:30 Tuesday morning (May 8) in 
that intersection when her 1992 
Chevrolet Camaro was struck 
on the driver’s side by a 2006 
Chevrolet HHR driven by another 
Ruskin woman, Vician Bolan, 59, 
according to Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office reports. 

Brock had approached 21st 
from the south on 30th and pulled 
into the intersection as Bolan 
endeavored to drive through it, 
eastbound on 21st. This time, 
neither driver was traveling at 
excessive speed, both under the 
posted 40 MPH speed limit, 
witnesses estimated. 

The HHR, however, outweighed 
the Camaro by 1,000 pounds, and 
is higher as well as wider on a 
longer wheel base. Both General 
Motors products, the bulky SUV 
and the sporty Camaro have been 
subjects of several recalls for a 
variety of reasons, according to 
reputable automotive internet sites. 

The only traffic controls are two 

30-inch stop signs on 30th, one 
for drivers approaching 21st from 
the south, the other for drivers 
approaching on 30th from the 
north. Both sections of 30th are 
dead ends, while 21st is a primary 
thoroughfare for Kings Point, Sun 
City Center and parts east looking 
for a fast, unhampered route to 
U.S. 41 as residents from the west 
aim for sites in and around the 
retirement centers. 

Cook was standing on his 
property in the northeast corner 
of the intersection with his young 
son, he said, waiting for the 
multiple school busses that each 
morning during the academic year 
pick up elementary, middle and 
high school students, returning 
them to the same corner each 
afternoon. They all saw the deadly 
collision, heard the twisting of 
metal, scattered as the out-of-
control vehicles lurched toward 
them, and began to wrestle with 
the reality of death, so sudden, 
without warning. 

For Cook and his son, it was 
not the first time. They both 
witnessed the 2009 crash in the 
same intersection when three 
young children died. That one was 
attributed to alcohol. 

Cook’s father, John Cook, a 
long-time resident of the area 
who formerly owned the property 
where his son now is beginning 
the foundation for a new home, 
told The Observer he can recall 
at least 10 fatalities in the same 
intersection over the last 30 years. 
Three generations of Cooks now 
want to put an end to crashes in 
the intersection, to the devastations 
inflicted on families left, to the 
gruesome tasks of collecting 
personal effects from the roadways 
and tending lifeless bodies in their 
front yard. 

 The situation is taking a heavy 
toll on his family, Aaron Cook 
said this week. His wife has begun 
to question whether the family 
should continue to try to make 
their home on the corner, he said, 
casting doubt on the new home 
he was planning. His daughter, 
in middle school, is expressing 
the same fear that death a few 
feet away is both unpredictable 
and inescapable. His son, still in 
elementary school, may have seen 
more than he successfully can 
process, Cook noted. 

Looking ahead, the husband and 
father ponders if fencing around 
the new home or a planted hedge 
to complement the full-grown trees 
on the road frontage is sufficient 
protection for the children who get 
home from school before he and 
his wife return from work. Will 
such measures stop the rolling, 

bouncing, careening vehicles 
whose drivers have lost control 
before they hit the house, he asked 
rhetorically. “But this was where 
we wanted to be.” 

 There are possible remedies that 
could be undertaken by county 
authorities, he added. In fact, he 
carefully diagrammed what he 
believes is the best plan under the 
circumstances. His concept calls 
for at least one set of speed bumps 
on 21st east of 30th for westbound 
drivers and two more sets on 21st 
west of 30th to warn and slow 
eastbound vehicles. He’d also 
like to see a blinking caution light 
to alert eastbound drivers to the 
crowded school bus stop ahead. 

Most important, he said, 
is making the 21st and 30th 
intersection a four-way stop with 
lighted stop signage, encouraging 
drivers to halt completely, and 

to take note of other vehicles, 
regardless of direction. 

Hillsborough traffic engineers, 
however, gave the suggested 
traffic control devices a lukewarm 
reception this week. Neither 
speed bumps nor rumble strips are 
suitable for “a collector arterial” 
road such as 21st . said Steve 
Valdez, spokesman for the traffic 
engineering section. Such road 
additives would serve more to 
encourage clustering of slowed 
traffic, thereby inviting rear-end 
crashes, Valdez said. 

The same circumstance could 
be expected if the 21st and 30th 
intersection were made a four-
way stop, with or without lighted 
signage, he added. 

On the other hand, the 
intersection is on the engineers’ 

MELODY JAMESON PHOTO
Peaceful on a sunny afternoon, the intersection of 21st Avenue S.E., crossed by 30th Street S.E., (above) 
is the very picture of country quietude - until vehicles tangle on the lane-lane pavement and lives are 
lost, injuries sustained, families ruptured.  It has happened many times over the last three decades, and 
now residents in the area  are calling for traffic control devices to slow speeds, warn of school children 
waiting for buses, and raise awareness among drivers.

See DEADLY INTERSECTION, page 19
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Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Friends are indispensable in life’s travel
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Robert Louis Stevenson said, 
“So long as we are loved by 
others, I should say that we are 
almost indispensable; and no man 
is useless while he has a friend.” 
If that is true, it behooves us to 
make and keep all the friends we 
can. I would hate to wake up one 
morning to find the name of my 
last friend in the obituary section 
of the paper and feel I was now 
useless. There are people reading 
this column right now who have 
found themselves in that situation.
The reason they outlived their 
friends is they quit making new 
ones or failed to maintain contact 
with the ones they had. 

Here are some ideas for making 
new friends.

• Join a church, club or 
organization that has people with 
interests similar to yours. Don’t just 
join; be sure you become 
active in the group. Start 
out slow, but work up to 
a leadership position.

• Volunteer your time 
to a worthwhile activity 
such as reading for the 
blind or driving for 
Meals on Wheels. If 
you do not know where 
to volunteer your time, 
call your local United 
Way office. They will refer you to 
a group with needs matching your 
talents.

• Take an active interest in your 
community government. Attend 

open leadership meetings, or sit in 
with the school board while they 
debate the direction of your local 

schools.
• For those who are 

not inclined to socialize 
much, but would still 
like someone to talk 
to, the Internet may 
be your answer. I have 
made friends from all 
over the world with 
whom I talk on a regular 
basis via Facebook and 
Skype. (You can find 

me on Facebook at William N. 
Hodges.) 

• Present an open presence to 
everyone you meet. The world is 
full of lonely people. If you will 
remain open to new friendships, 
they will appear like magic.

The second part of having friends 
is keeping them. We probably lose 
more friends  through neglect than 
any other cause. Here are some 
ways to keep friends.

• Help them whenever you can. 
I remember someone telling me 
he was mad at a friend, but since 
that friend had helped so often in 
the past, he could not break off 
the friendship; he owed him too 
much. Maybe one of the ways to 
keep friends is to keep them in 
your debt.

• Stay in contact with your 
friends. Send cards on special 
occasions. Every once in a while, 
pick up the phone and call just to 
let them know you were thinking 
about them. When you read in the 
paper a friend has received special 
recognition, send a note expressing 
your joy.

• Speak well of your friends at 
all times. I think the portrait you 
paint of those you call friend is 
really a self-portrait. By what you 
say about them, your friends will 
see you.

In the vegetable garden, the 
crop must be tended and new 
seeds must be planted if I hope 
to continue to have a bountiful 
harvest. The same is true if you 
wish to be indispensable in the 
garden of life.

Hodges is a nationally recog-
nized speaker, trainer and syn-
dicated columnist. He also hosts 
an interview-format television 
program, Spotlight on Govern-
ment, on the Tampa Bay Commu-
nity Network which airs Mondays 
at 8 p.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. (Bright House channel 950, 
Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodg-
esvideos.com. Phone: 813-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com 
Website: www.billhodges.com”

Located at 1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 
www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS

Every Wednesday .....5-7 p.m. ......Meatloaf Dinner
Every Thursday .........5-7 p.m. ......Wings
Every Friday ..............5-7 p.m. ......Fish Fry (baked, beer batter or fried)
 7-11 p.m. ....Live Music
Every Saturday ..........2 p.m. .........Horseshoes

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, May 18 ..........7-11 p.m. ....Charlie Burns
Saturday, May 19 ......7-11 p.m. ....Karaoke with Kim
Friday, May 25 ..........7-11 p.m. ....Double Barrel
Saturday, May 26 ......7-11 p.m. ....Karaoke with Kim

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests

RUSKIN
Moose Lodge #813
UPCOMING EVENTS

HOLIDAY DEADLINES
The Observer News office will be closed Monday, May 28 in observance of 

Memorial Day.
Advertising and press release deadlines will advance as follows:

Classified ads .................4 p.m., Fri., May 25
Display ads ..................11 a.m., Fri., May 25
News Releases ........... 4 p.m., Thurs., May 24

Questions? 813-645-3111
www.ObserverNews.net
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SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
May 17-23

Teen Night: Anime Club
Thursday, May 17 • 5 to 8 p.m.

For middle and high school students, an evening of Anime and Manga! 
Spend some time with other teens who love to read Japanese Manga 

and watch Anime straight from Japan! Refreshments provided by
the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library/

Family Story Time
Thursday, May 17 

7 to 7:30 p.m.
For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading time family time. Stories, 

action rhymes, songs, interactive  activities, and crafts make up this 
fun 30-minute program that  celebrates a love of reading.  Children may 

wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

“Creative Artists”: Let’s Create!
Saturday, May 19 • 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

“Creative Artists,” 7-10 years, will have a fun afternoon creating an 
art project with Minnette Webster. Students will work on a project to 
take home and do a group project for display at the Library. Limit 20. 
Registration required at the Information Desk or by calling 273-3652. 

Funding for this program provided by a grant from the Community 
Foundation of Greater Sun City Center.

Baby Time
Monday, May 21 • 1:35 to 1:55 p.m.

Tuesday, May 22 • 11:35 to 11:55 a.m.
Wednesday, May 23 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For children ages 0-20 months 
and their caregivers. Early literacy 

begins at birth. Bond with your baby 
through stories, bouncy rhymes 

and songs in this 20-minute lapsit 
 program that introduces early 
literacy skills and encourages 

 language development. 

Pongo’s Marionette Follies
Monday, May 21 • 3 to 3:40 p.m.

Join them for this fast paced musical marionette show featuring an 
array of stunning string puppets. Puppet acts featured are a bird on a 

trapeze, a bear on a unicycle, a wild tiger act, and many others. 
This is a school early-release Monday.

Toddler Time
Tuesday, May 22 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

Wednesday, May 23 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers. Stories,  

fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this 
fun 20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills 

and encourages reading readiness. 

Story Time
Tuesday, May 22 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, May 23 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers ~ Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute 

 program that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages 
reading readiness and social interaction. 

The Boys & Girls Club (Riverview) hosted the Greater Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador Team’s monthly meeting on May 4. 
Fred Spencer, The Boys & Girls Club (Riverview) Director, spoke to the 
team about the beautiful facility located at 6809 Krycul Ave., Riverview, 
and their future plans for additional community programs. Members 
were able to tour the facility and enjoy the enthusiasm from Spencer and 
his staff regarding their current program offerings. For more informa-
tion, call (813) 443-0629 or visit www. http://www.bgctampa.org.

Riverview 
chamber 
ambassadors tour 
Boys & Girls Club

Made in America 
concert planned

The community is invited to a 
spring concert presented by the 
Eastern Hillsborough Community 
Band at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 23 at St. Andrews United 
 Methodist Church, 3315 Bryan 
Road, in Brandon.

The band will perform music by 
American composers and arrang-
ers during the concert, titled Made 
in America.

The event is open to the public, 
and donations will be accepted. 
Reservations are not required.

For more information about the 
band, call (813) 569-1771, email 
info@ehcb or visit www.ehcb.org.

Gibsonton Elementary’s Terrific Kids recognized
Gibsonton Elementary’s Terrific Kids are recognized for being outstanding examples of what it means to be 

Confident: Isaiah Gay, Josue Castillo, Amalia Mota, Jaiden Villalta, Alberto Castillo, Austin Simpson, Court-
ney Stearns, Triniti Yorks, Sannitra Cowen, Roselyn Avalos, Korin Reed, Victoria Lewis, Madison Camp-
bell, Victoria Morales, Jackie Nesbit, Jacqueline Capilla-Alvarado, Jovanny Lopez-Barron, Alberto Chanelo 
Jr., Aveline Kalbach, Zachary Bryant, Esmeralda Suastegui, Alana Pesina, Kyou Young, Kim Pham Nguyen, 
Cheyenne Greenlese, Sara Gibson, Ashton Polk Gilmore, and Robbie Gibson.

Brandon Regional Hospital’s medical 
staff awards 14 scholarships

The medical staff at Brandon Regional Hospital this year awarded four-
teen $1,000 'doctors scholarships' to students graduating from local high 
schools. The awards will be presented to students at a presentation on 
Tuesday, May 22 by Brandon Regional Hospital’s Chief of the  Medical 
Staff Dragos Zanchi, MD. The following individuals were selected to 
receive 2012 medical staff scholarships:

• Nicolas Taylor -- Riverview High School
• Thiara Gonzalez -- Spoto High School
• Stephanie Williams -- East Bay High School
• Samantha Sorce -- Bloomingdale High School
• Betty Yang -- Lennard High School
• Louisa Pastorius -- Durant High School
• Caleb Gilkinson -- Brandon High School
In addition, the following dependents of employees were also selected 

to receive the scholarship awards:
• Janet Jain
• Melissa Puthosseril
• Emily Buti
• Deniece Javier Ramos
• Kristy Perez
• Sophia Pothen
• Alexander Murphy
Dr. Zanchi will present each of the award recipients with a check for 

their scholarship award and acknowledge the next steps in their future 
educationon May 22. The scholarship money comes from the medical 
staff’s annual dues. Dr. Zanchi served as chair of the committee and 
oversaw the process and selection of the students.

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 
and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday each month. 

Thursday, May 17 — Bar Bingo 
at 6 p.m. District 12 Bingo at James 
Haley Hospital at 6:45 p.m. Men’s 
Auxiliary Meeting at 7 p.m.

Friday, May 18 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by You 2 Kan 
from 7 to 11 p.m.  

Saturday, May 19 — Chris Dog 
Track Races, Sarasota.

Sunday, May 20 —  Fire in the Hole from 1 to 4 p.m. Music by Bert 
& Sassy from 5:30 to 10 p.m.

Monday, May 21 — Open.

Tuesday, May 22 — Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 
open from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 23 — Open.
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this category include the Schwinn 
Meridian Adult Tricycle sold at 
Walmart and Target for around 
$270, the Sun Traditional 24 trike 
(see sunbicycles.com) that retails 
for around $375, and the Torker 
TriStar three-speed (torkerusa.

com) which costs 
around $500.

R e c u m b e n t : 
These are the lower-
t o - t h e - g r o u n d , 
stretched-out frame 
tricycles that allow 
you to recline with 
your legs positioned 
in front of you. 
Available in various 
styles, recumbent 

trikes are very comfy, easy on 
the back and aerodynamic which 
make them ideal for long rides. 
See terratrike.com, sunbicycles.
com, industrialbicycles.com, trail-
mate.com and bikemania.biz for 
a nice variety, but be aware that 
recumbent trikes are more expen-
sive than upright models, typically 
ranging between $800 and $2,500.

Tandem: If you plan to ride pri-
marily with your spouse or another 
partner, you may want to get a tan-
dem tricycle that comes with two 
seats (front and back), or you can 
get a double seat tricycle with the 
seats side-by-side. You can find 
these types of bikes for around 
$1,000 to $2,000, at the same web-
sites that offer recumbent trikes. 

Folding: If you like to travel or 
if you have limited storage space, 
tricycles that are designed to fold 
up to fit in tight spaces are another 
popular option. The Adventurer 
Three-Speed Folding Trike which 
sells for $390 at adventurebikes.
com, Kent Westport Folding 
Tricycle sold at Target and ama-
zon.com for $300, and Walmart’s 
Port-O-Trike 3-Speed Folding 
Tricycle for $400 are three good 
folding trikes to consider. 

Electric: If you need a boost 
from time to time, electric tricycles 
are hybrids that have pedals and an 
electric motor, so you can exercise 
when you want or you can sit back 
and let the trike do the work. Some 
good options include the EW-88 
electric trike at electricwheelstore.
com for $1,200, and the Cabbike 
3 Electric Tricycle offered through 
cabbikes.com for $979.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Dear Savvy Senior,
What can you tell me about 

three-wheeled bicycles? I’m 67 
years old and would like to take up 
recreational bike riding but don’t 
trust myself on a two-wheeler.

Unbalanced Bonnie 

Dear Bonnie,
T h r e e - w h e e l e d 

bikes – also known 
as adult tricycles – 
are a great cycling 
option for older 
boomers and seniors, 
especially those who 
have concerns with 
their balance or stam-
ina. Here’s what you 
should know, along with some tips 
to help you shop for one. 
Safer Cycling 

If you’d like to take up bike rid-
ing, but worry about falling, an 
adult tricycle is a smart option to 
consider because of the stability it 
provides. With a tricycle, you can 
ride as slow as you want without 
ever losing your balance and you 
can put both feet on the ground 
while seated, which is very reas-
suring for many older riders.

In addition, adult tricycles 
are also made with a low “step 
through” design making mounting 
and dismounting much easier than 
a traditional bike; they come with 
big tires that ensure a smooth ride; 
have raised, ergonomic handlebars 
that are easier to reach and grip; 
and offer oversize seats (some 
even have backrests) for comfort 
and support. And, other than the 
frame, tricycles use the same stan-
dard components as traditional 
bikes do, so replacement parts are 
readily available, and repairs are 
not an issue. 
Types of Tricycles

There are literally dozens of dif-
ferent types of adult tricycles to 
choose from with prices ranging 
anywhere from a few hundred to 
several thousand dollars. To help 
you figure out the right kind of 
tricycle that meets your needs 
and budget, here’s a breakdown 
of the different styles and costs, 
along with some popular models 
to checkout. 

Upright: If you’re primarily 
interested in a leisurely ride around 
the neighborhood for pleasure, fit-
ness or running errands, upright 
trikes are a good choice. These 
are traditional upright-positioned 
tricycles that come with rear cargo 
baskets and limited gear options 
usually ranging from one to three-
speeds. Some popular models in 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

Adult Tricycles for Boomers and Beyond 

THE SAVVY SENIOR

Moonglow has dance exhibition 
Moonglow Dance Club will hold their monthly dance from 7:30 to 

9:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 24 at Community Hall at 1910 S. Pebble 
Beach Blvd.

Lelia and Carl Blevins will per-
form a dance routine at intermis-
sion. In American Rhythm and 
American Smooth the Blevins 
have competed in USA dance 
competitions all over the country. 
Moonglow will be delighted to 
have Carl and Lelia perform once 
more for your dancing and listen-
ing pleasure.

Buddy Canova plays at 
Moonglow. He is a favorite of the 
membership and is sure to please. 
BYOB and snacks. Club provides 
water, ice, cups and napkins. For 
the summer months, the attire for 
ladies and gents is dressy casual.

Join them for a great evening. 
Members are free, guests are $5 
at the door. See you there. 

For more information, call Claire at (813) 642-0171.

LELIA and CARL BLEVINS

Silverliners 
International 
to meet

The members of the Florida Gulf 
Coast Chapter of Eastern Airlines 
Silverliners International will meet 
at 1 p.m. on Thursday, June 7 at the 
Rusty Pelican Restaurant, 2425 
Rocky Point Drive North, Tampa 
for a luncheon and meeting. 

Silverliners is an organization 
composed of former flight atten-
dants for Eastern Airlines. They 
also invite former flight attendants 
of other airlines to join. 

Hillsborough County residents 
may call Barbara Reed at (813) 
671-3078 or Janice Henry at (813) 
837-4312.

Problem solving team to World Finals
Students from Progress Village (PV) Middle Magnet School of the Arts 

won first place at district and state level Odyssey of the Mind competi-
tions earlier this spring, and now will compete in the World Finals 2012 
in Iowa May 23-26.Odyssey of the Mind World Finals is the final com-
petition in determining the world champions. To receive an invitation to 
World Finals, a team must place first or second at the state competition.

All participants created a community and solved a community prob-
lem. Since PV is a school for the arts, students created an 8-minute 
 performance to present their solution to the problem. Students created 
their own skits, props, costumes, and set for the performance beginning 
in September. While creating their set, they also learned about recycling 
and reinventing uses for items to stay within their small budget.

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that 
 provides creative problem-solving opportunities for students from kin-
dergarten through college. Team members apply their creativity to solve 
problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting 
their own interpretation of literary classics. They then bring their solu-
tions to competition on the local, state, and world level. Thousands of 
teams from throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries par-
ticipate in the program. The team needs to raise $10,000 to cover costs of 
their travel and lodging expenses. If you would like to support Progress 
Village students on their quest to the World Finals, or make a monetary 
donation, call Johannah Gebur at (813) 671-5110.
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Proudly Supporting & Serving the South Shore Community for over 
20 Years. Revisit the original Apollo Beach Community Center  
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All on Site... All Included... “Real Summer Camp Fun” 
Dan

ce  

6520 Richies Way — One block west of Apollo Elementary
813-641-2685 Visit us at www. ABRFC.com

Summer Sport Camp 
2012 

 

6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  
ABRFC Members $100 
Non–Members $115 
Single Day $25 
Multi Child Discount 
License Number S-HC-110385 

Fiel
d Trip

s 

The Apollo Beach

Racquet & Fitness Club
 

Saturday, June 2  H2Ohhhh!

FREE family-friendly event, 9am-2pm at Camp Bayou
Register for a chance to win cool prizes!

Q. of the week: How should you dispose of invasive plants 
on your property?

Visit seedoshowh20.blogspot.com for info and to register.

ONE WEEK CLASSES

Instructors certified by U.S. Sailing
and qualified in CPR, First Aid,

and Boating Safety.
Discounts for multiple students and 

multiple weeks.
Have fun and 
learn the ropes 

in a safe, organized 
program.

Classes are at the Sailing 
Squadron in Apollo 

Beach. Register NOW! 
Classes are filling FAST!

For more details and registration form, visit:

TSS Youth Sailing, Inc. is a federal 501(c)(3) and Florida Non-Profit Corporation.

We Teach Kids and Teens, 7 to 17

HOW TO SAIL!

WWW.TSSYOUTHSAILING.ORG

Summer Art Camp
Taught by Art Teachers
Brenda Eastep & Margit Redlawsk

JUNE 18-22
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Campers must have completed
1st - 5th grades.

Location: Ruskin Methodist Church
REGISTER EARLY. Payment due June 11.

328 Apollo Beach Blvd.
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

813-641-8888
Business 813-641-3375

www.letstalkgymnastics.com
brucedavis56@verizon.net

• Complete gymnastics training programs 
for boys and girls ages 3 and up

• Cheer tumbling classes
• $8 per class

• Expert instruction

Sweating over what to do this 
summer? There’s plenty of local 
activities and camps to keep the 

kids active and occupied. Check out 
the ones listed here for starters!
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•Kitchens 
•Bathrooms 

•Laundry Rooms 
• Offices

• Countertops

CABINETS

COASTAL 
WOOD 

DESIGN, INC.

We Will Beat Any
Written Estimate

Free Design Help  
in your Home

Tear out the old
...install new
We do it all!

call
Joyce Suthard or 

richard tally
(813) 422-3454

• Sun City Center
References Available •

Licensed & Insured
Lic. #138502

Canadian Meds 
South

PAYING FULL 
PRICE FOR MEDS?

GENERICS such as
Lipitor, Plavix, Viagra, etc.

Available through Canada
    Canadian Meds South
813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

200 Frandorson Cir. • Ste. 102
Behind the Radiant Gas Station
APOLLO BEACH

Also serving SCC at Kings 
Point Main Clubhouse, 

Tues. & Thurs. 10-2
THE 2011

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Probate and Estate Planning  • Home Visits

• Wills  • Medicaid Planning  • Divorce
•  Personal Injury  • Wrongful Death

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Hillsborough County lawn watering returns to once a week
Hillsborough County may have gotten some overnight rain, but effective immediately, tighter water restric-

tions are now in effect. This includes limiting lawn watering to once a week. 
 The Southwest Florida Water Management District has declared a Modified Phase II Water Shortage for 

the Tampa Bay area, including Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinellas counties. The declaration is in response to 
drier-than-normal conditions following last year’s below-average rainfall, which has caused low water levels 
throughout the district’s 16-county region. 

 The new schedule for watering established lawns and landscaping throughout Hillsborough County, includ-
ing the cities of Tampa, Plant City and Temple Terrace, is:

Addresses ending in 0 or 1 – Mondays
Addresses ending in 2 or 3 - Tuesdays
Addresses ending in 4 or 5 – Wednesdays
Addresses ending in 6 or 7 - Thursdays
Addresses ending in 8 or 9, locations with no address, and locations with mixed addresses (such as office 

complexes and shopping centers) – Fridays
 All watering must be done before 8 a.m. or after 6 p.m. 
The tighter restrictions apply to all residents - not just customers of public utilities - and most water sources. 

That includes private wells, and ponds or lakes that are used as alternate irrigation supplies. 
 Reclaimed water customers are exempt from the water restrictions, although these customers are encouraged 

to use only what they need.
 Other highlights of the Modified Phase II Water Shortage restrictions include:
Hand-watering - residents may hand-water plants and shrubs, or use a drip irrigation system in landscaping 

beds, on any day – but only before 8 a.m. or after 6 p.m.
New sod and landscaping – Days 1-30, may be watered any day. Days 31-60, watered approximately every 

other day – even-numbered addresses on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday; odd-numbered addresses on Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday. An irrigation system zone can only be watered if the new material comprises at least 
50 percent of that zone.

Vehicle washing – commercial car washes and fundraising car washes are allowed at any time. Individuals 
may wash vehicles once a week, on the designated watering day for the address.

Pressure washing – allowed as needed for safety and other necessary purposes.
Homeowners associations – cannot require pressure washing, lawn replacement or other activities requiring 

additional water use.
 The tighter restrictions are in place until at least July 31. 
 For complete information on these and other restrictions in unincorporated Hillsborough County – as well as 

links to information from the cities of Tampa, Plant City and Temple Terrace - visit www.hillsboroughcounty.
org/water. Or, call (813) 275-7094 for a recorded message, or the Water Conservation Team at (813) 272-5977, 
ext. 43991, during regular business hours.

Did you know, that since 1989 
Hillsborough County taxpayers 
have purchased more than 5,200 
acres along the Little 
Manatee River.

The Little Mana-
tee River starts north 
of Ft. Lonesome near 
the Polk County line 
and meanders through 
 palmettos and cypress. 
The river is also part 
of the Cockroach Bay 
Aquatic Preserve, and 
is considered one of Florida’s 
cleanest waterways.

This river is in our backyard and 
is teeming with many fish. Due 
to our summer weather all winter 
long we have had early arrival of 
the fish that usually arrive in the 
spring.

Some anglers turn up their nose 
at funny named fish. For instance 
those that are called grunts need 
not be overlooked and thrown 
back or used for bait. Really this 
fish is one of the most tasty. Some 
think that if they catch grunts, peo-
ple will think that they don’t know 
how to fish or they will ruin their 
reputation as a top angler.

Another advantage to fishing 
for grunts is that this fish will take 
any bait. You don’t need to worry 
about what you put on your hook. 
This fish will eat anything.

Grunts come in many shapes 
and sizes. The average size is two 
pounds. There are black grunts, 
black margate, plain margate, and 
 Spanish grunts. The Florida grunts 
are bluestriped, white grunt, cot-

Grunt -- funny name, tasty fish
tonwick, and French grunt. 

The Florida grunts are the bread 
and butter of the fish world and 

always a good fish to 
eat. This fish is one that 
if you can’t find any 
other fish, spend your 
day catching grunts, as 
it will take a pan full for 
a good meal.

It is reported that 
since the big new moon, 
larger than  usual redfish 
are showing up. This is 

still a restricted fish and one per 
per person per day. It is  legal for 
more than one only on the East 
Coast, not here.

We had a few days of restless 
winds last week, but fishing con-
tinued to be good. Many were out 
chasing schools of amberjacks.

Baitfish have been plentiful out 
in the deep blue this week and 
there has been no problem getting 
the baitfish of your choice if you 
can throw a cast net in a circle over 
a school of baitfish.

Red grouper catches are great for 
those fishing the deep waters. 

Spanish mackerel are surfacing 
for those who are fishing for them. 
This fish is a good tablefare.

Pier fishing has been great this 
week, for not only sheepshead, but 
also whiting and trout.

Freshwater fishing has yielded 
many freshwater catfish and large-
mouth bass.

Pan fish are plentiful from stump 
knockers to blue gill in our fresh 
water pits, lakes, and freshwater 
upper rivers.

Cobia are still wandering all over 
the bay waters. This is a fighting 
game fish and may take an hour to 
boat.

Tarpon are staying in our warm 
waters, jumping and soaring in the 
air.

Flounder have surfaced from 
the sandy bottoms to feed. Incom-
ing or outgoing tide is the time to 
catch them. It is a lean white meat 
fish and a great tablefare.

Many have been seen cast net-

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

FISH TALES

ting for mullet. They are plentiful 
in canals, rivers and part of the bay 
waters.

This is the month of May with 
school soon closed for the sum-
mer, so plan now for a fishing trip 
for the entire family. Take advan-
tage of our area where the best 
vacation wonders of the world 
are all around us. We have parks, 
camping, fishing, horseback rid-
ing, boating and all of the sunshine 
in the world.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.

GRUNT

Adopt a shelter cat
June is Adopt-A-Shelter-Cat Month, but (C.A.R.E.) is starting the cele-

bration early! During the months of May and June, the adoption fee on 
all adult cats is 50% off! Or, to look at things another way – take home 
2 adult cats for the same price it would normally cost to adopt one and 
experience twice the fun!

Although the number of cats and dogs entering shelters each year is 
about the same, cats are far more at risk of being euthanized than dogs. 
C.A.R.E. is a no-kill shelter, which means cats are safe with them until 
they find a permanent home. Some of the cats are lap cats, while  others 
are more adventurous; some are playfully entertaining, while others are 
quietly thoughtful. However, each has something in common – they need 
a home. 

All of C.A.R.E.’s fantastic felines are spayed or neutered, vaccinated 
and have a microchip identifier. They come with lots of laughs, hap-
piness and a built-in purr motor, so stop by C.A.R.E. and adopt a new 
family member or two. 

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday at 
1528 27th St. SE in Ruskin.

Party on the patio
The Showcase All-Stars will 

be putting on a spectacular night 
of free music from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. on Saturday, June 2 at Music 
Showcase at 402 Oakfield Drive in 
Brandon.

The Showcase All-Stars is a 
group comprised of teachers at 
Music Showcase. The group, led 
by vocal and drum teacher Walter 
Chism, wants to raise money for 
music scholarships for children 
who want to take music lessons 
but can’t afford them.

Raffle tickets will be sold and 
donations will be requested. The 
group also wants their first “Party 
On The Patio” to show off their 
talents and inspire young musi-
cians to keep practicing so they 
can enjoy music their whole lives. 

The public is invited to bring 
their lawn chairs to the outdoor 
concert where folks can dance and 
sing along to the music. Food and 
drinks will be sold.

HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING

Se Habla Español

 Apollo Beach • Ruskin 
• Sun City Center

FULLY INSURED & BONDED

• Tune Ups  
             • Oil Changes  • A/C Work  

• Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist  

• Complete Engine Diagnostic
FREE DIAGNOSTICS

BRAKE SPECIAL

OIL CHANGE

$130
$30For both

$1995

+ tax   PER AXLE
Includes Labor, New Rotor and 
pads. Most Cars &  Light Trucks

W/ FREE TIRE ROTATION
Most cars & light trucks.

Must present coupon for special price.

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 5/23/12

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 5/31/12

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 5/31/12

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653
2212 E. College Ave. • Ruskin

(S.R. 674)
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

WWW.SUNPOINTAUTOANDTOWING.COM

Free Towing to shop 
if we do repairs

MAKE ‘EM LOOK NEW

 Exp. 5/31/12

A/C CHECK
 + freon

$1995
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Come join us for a 
FREE Seminar!

 - 4 p.m.
SCC Area Chamber of Commerce 

You may have 
bad pipes
✔ If your home was built between 1970 and 
1995 you may have Polybutylene or Copper 
Pipes in your home. 
You won’t want to miss this event!!

RSVP
by May 21, 2012

633-8923

Come join us for a 
FREE Seminar!
SCC Area Chamber of Commerce 

For more information call
813-633-8923

• Refreshments will be served
• Door Prizes

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

Such a good girl
Dr. Dani McVety from Lap of 

Love is a remarkable woman. 
She came to our house to help us 
through one of the hardest things 
we’ve ever had to do — and she 
did help us with her calm and 
gentle spirit and her good soul. 

When Dr. Dani walked in, Sadie 
was lying on the floor struggling 
to breathe, but she immediately got 
up and wagged her butt and her tail 
for her visitor. And then she gave 
her a kiss. Sadie saw a good soul, 
too.

“I heard someone say 
that it was dogs that 
domesticated humans,” 
Dr. Dani told us. 

I had never considered 
that before, but I believe 
it. Sadie made me a 
better human; there is no 
question about that.

The day that Sadie 
died Michelle told me 
a hard truth: Sadie was 
struggling to stay alive only for 
me. Somehow, I was the lucky one 
who bonded quickly with Sadie 
and she always stayed close to me. 
She would follow me from room 
to room. In the evenings, I had to 
share my half of the love seat so 
Sadie could curl up into the crook 
of my arm. At night, I left a large 
corner open for her on the bed so 
she could fall asleep next to me. I 
was a very lucky guy.

Michelle was right. The only 
quality of life that Sadie had 
left was moving from room to 
room with me and even that was 
becoming difficult for her. In the 
past few days we napped together 
on the floor and though it was 
getting harder for her to jump up 
onto our bed at night, she still 
managed it. But she couldn’t sleep. 
Her lungs were filled with tumors 

and it must have been easier for 
her to breathe with her head up. I 
would pet her; she’d lay her head 
down for a few seconds or even a 
minute, and then she would pick 
her head back up again to breathe. 
I kept asking her to use my body as 
a prop but she didn’t.

I’m not sure how Dr. McVety 
does it; how she deals with the 
emotions that she sees on a daily 
basis. I’m sure that Michelle and I, 
broken down in tears, were not the 
exception. I can only imagine that 

the gratitude — and I’m 
talking pure gratitude 
in our case — makes 
up for it. She made 
Sadie’s passing easier, 
not only for Sadie but 
also for us. Dr. Dani 
somehow made the 
impossibly difficult 
easier. She is a unique 
and compassionate 
woman; a person unlike 

any I have ever met.
She gave us hugs when she left 

with Sadie and as she left a huge 
hole opened up in my life and in 
my soul. I immediately felt the 
emptiness in Sadie’s absence and it 
hurt so very much. It still hurts.

Even at the end, Sadie helped 
me. She made me a better person. 
While we were taking naps on the 
floor, tears would form in my eyes 
and I realized that over the past 
year — maybe longer — I’ve let 
calluses grow over my own heart 
and passion. I let myself harden 
in ways that I had never expected. 
I don’t know what caused it, 
perhaps problems in life, perhaps 
just middle-aged cynicism. It must 
have happened gradually because 
the only indication that it had 
happened was confounding to me, 
until Sadie showed me otherwise. 

At one time, I could feel every word that I wrote — literally feel 
them. Somehow, over the past year or so, I stopped feeling 
things as I used to and instead I just wrote down words. And 
then, of course, writing became a struggle; even living 
became a struggle because I began to live a life that 
was not mine, a life in which I didn’t 
feel things so passionately. It was 
a safer and less painful life, 
to be sure, but it was a 
muted life. I stopped 
being me. Lying next 
to me, even while 
laboring to breathe, 
Sadie softened 
those calluses and 
reminded me of my 
passion for so many 
things in life. She 
gave me my life 
back. I know it’s not 
a magic switch and 
everything will be 
all better at once, but she got me 
started back on the right path. Now 
it’s up to me to stay on that path. I 
wish I didn’t have to do it without 
her.

Sadie was never “just a dog.”  I 
can still see her eyes as she looked 
at me. She didn’t see the horribly 
flawed human that I am, her love 
was unconditional. I can’t imagine 
that I deserved it, but I frequently 
thanked God for the incredible 
blessing of being able to take care 
of her. Although in truth, she took 
care of me. 

Our house is eerily and 
uncomfortably quiet. Sadie was 
not a loud dog, but her presence is 
deeply missed. Something positive 
about her filled this place for all 
of us. Sadie was still a puppy 
when Sammy came to live with us 
from CARE. He was the size of 
a football and Sadie took care of 
him. Each night before bedtime, 
she would clean his face and she 
continued that ritual as he went 

from football to polar bear in size. 
She did it on her last night with 
us and Sam is nearly nine years 
old. I’ve tried to take over for her, 
using a warm washcloth to wash 
his face at night. I know it’s not 
the same, but I hope it helps. He 
clearly misses her. We all miss her. 
The tears haven’t stopped yet, and 
I’m struggling to understand what 
happened. Sadie deserved to grow 
old.

None of us are new to loss and 
it’s easy enough to fall into a sense 
of despair, to wail and moan and 
feel sorry for yourself. But for 
now, that easy sounds pretty good. 
Just for now. Soon the realization 
will come that Sadie brought joy to 
my life and that joy will never die. 

During my travels, I would call 
Michelle each night and when she 
would sign off with “I love you 
Mitchell,” I could hear Sadie’s 
tail thumping in happiness in 
the background. She knew those 
words. Over the years, while I 

gently stroked her head, I made it a 
point to tell Sadie that I loved her 
and that she was a good girl. When 
I was away, Sadie heard me tell 
her that over the phone, and even 
though I wasn’t there to pet her, 
she might still feel like my hand 
was stroking her soft fur. I don’t 
know if that really worked, but 
right now that’s all that I have left.

You are such a good girl. You are 
my girl. I love you, Sadie.

P.S. Michelle and I are very 
grateful for the emails and good 
thoughts last week. Thank you 
sincerely. For those who wrote 
to tell of their own recent losses, 
we grieve with you. And thank 
you to Dr. Hal Ott and the Ruskin 
Animal Hospital for the card and 
kind note. Finally, thank you for 
reading this column. I promise that 
it won’t become “Mitch’s Maudlin 
Musings”. I know there is a 
tremendous amount of joy out there 
and we will celebrate that.

I was lucky to have a friend like Sadie.  It’s easy to fall into a sense of despair 
over a loss and, for now, that’s what I plan to do.  Just for now.

Michelle Traphagen phoTo
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THE SAVVY SENIOR

NEW SHOWROOM
Come visit our...

NEW ADDRESS

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

720 4th St. SW
Ruskin, FL 33570
813-645-3529

www.KnoxAluminum.com
Ken Knox, Contractor • Lic. #RX0057641

• Glass Rooms • Screen Rooms • Screen Fronts • Roof Overs 
• Garage Screens • Pool Enclosures • Carports 
• Vinyl & Acrylic Windows 
• Awnings • House Windows

to be my work energy corner. No 
wonder I’ve been lethargic and 
tired lately! I had a trash recep-
tacle in my energy corner. I was 
throwing my energy away!

The following week, 
one of our member com-
panies called us asking if 
they could be one of our 
 Annual Gold Sponsors 
– to the tune of $5000! 
A week later,  another 
company came on board 
for the same amount! 
Several businesses who 
had ‘forgotten’ to renew 
their dues in January 

suddenly wanted to pay their bills. 
Our golf tournament was a huge 
success last week and we’re add-
ing new members almost every 
day.

Office Manager Kristy has 
threatened bodily harm to anyone 
who touches or moves the sailing 
ship from its current spot. And 
me? I’m so high energy right now; 
it’s as if I’m 10 years younger. No 
more trash in my power corner.

Does feng shui really work or is 
it mind over matter? Major corpo-
rations pay tens of thousands of 
dollars for feng shui consultants 
to design offices and work spaces. 
Lots of home designers do the 
same thing. All I know is, we’re 
not moving that sailing ship, and 
I’m looking for one to go on my 
foyer table at home. Facing in, of 
course.

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

A year and a half ago, when I first 
came to the Chamber, I did what 
all new executives do – I cleaned 
out old files and set up new ones. I 
moved some furniture around and 
hung up some  photos 
and diplomas. Over 
the months, I’ve added 
some lamps and vases 
and called it good. The 
space was mine.

But something still 
wasn’t right. It just didn’t 
have the proper feel to 
it. So, I brought out my 
trusty book on feng shui 
and read up on the chap-
ter ‘How to Increase Prosperity in 
Your Office.’

For those of you who are scratch-
ing your heads over the term ‘feng 
shui,’ it is the ancient Chinese art 
of the placement of things to max-
imize flow or chi energy. Before 
you scoff, consider China has been 
doing it for centuries and they hold 
the mortgage on our country, so it 
must be working…

The book said to place a sailing 
ship near the front door with the 
bow facing into the room. The sail-
ing ship is the ship of commerce 
and it represents business and 
money coming into the office. The 
book also said it was important to 
have a sailing vessel, not a steam 
liner. (Remember the Titanic?)

It just so happens, I inherited a 
beautiful sailing ship model which 
was on a credenza in the Chamber 
office when I got here. Its hull 
and sails are made of bone, and it 
stands well over two feet high. It’s 
a four-mast ship and very impres-
sive. Unfortunately, I had let it stay 
where it was when I got here – with 
the bow pointing out the door!

As I moved more furniture to cre-
ate that high energy flow, I cleared 
out more clutter – you CAN have 
too many photos – and moved the 
sailing ship closer to the door with 
the bow facing inward.

I also removed the trash bin 
 residing in the northwest corner 
of the office, which also happens 

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar Republicans to 

meet 
The Greater Sun City Center 

Republican Club will hold their 
regular meeting on Thursday, May 
24 in the Sun City Center Chamber 
of Commerce Banquet Room. 
Social time is at 1:30 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 2 p.m.

Judicial candidates Joelle Ober, 
John Grant, Mark Wolfe and 
Johnnie Byrd will be featured. 
Joelle is defending her County 
Judge seat and Mark Wolfe is 
defending his Circuit Judge seat.

Other declared candidates for 
local offices were notified of this 
meeting and some of them will be 
in attendance.

Membership dues for 2012 are 
due and payable at this meeting 
and memberships are available 
for those wishing to become a 
member.

The meeting in open to all 
Republicans and like-minded vot-
ers. Attend and bring a friend.

Local student graduates from the 
University of Tampa

Courtney Corrin Driggers, a Ruskin, FL resident, graduated from The 
University of Tampa on May 6. Driggers graduated cum laude with a 
bachelor of music education.

Driggers is a 2008 graduate of East Bay Senior High School, and is the 
daughter of Phyllis and Rocky Driggers of Ruskin, FL.

At UT, Driggers was the president of the chamber singers and the recip-
ient of the 2012 Music Vocal Performance and Music Service award. 

The commencement ceremony included more than 1, 200-degree can-
didates. The commencement speaker was Dennis W. Zank, chief operat-
ing officer of Raymond James Financial and CEO of Raymond James 
& Associates (RJA) and a 1982 MBA graduate of the University of 
Tampa.

The University of Tampa is a private, residential university located on 
105 acres on the riverfront in downtown Tampa. Known for academic 
excellence, personal attention and real-world experience in its undergradu-
ate and graduate programs, the University serves 6,738 students from 50 
states and 122 countries. Approximately two-thirds of full-time students 
live on campus, and about half of UT students are from Florida.

At 10 a.m. the Veterans Memorial 
Park Museum Committee will 
be dedicating the newly placed 
American Eagle Monument near 
the entrance to the park with a brief 
ceremony and ribbon cutting.

This will be followed at 10:55 
a.m. when the Veterans Council 
of Hillsborough County will 
conduct their annual Memorial 
Day Celebration at the Veterans 
Memorial Park and Rear Admiral 
Leroy Collins, Jr. Museum. The 
event will begin when two mem-
bers of the Phantom Airborne 
Brigade parachute into the park 
while carrying the American and 
POW flags. Colors will be pre-
sented by the US Central Command 
Color Guard from MacDill AFB. 
There will be patriotic music by 
Charles Haugabrooks who will 
be performing for his 15th con-
secutive time on Memorial Day. 
The Scottish American Military 
Society will conduct the POW/
MIA Empty Chair Remembrance 

Celebration. There will be the 
presentation of a wreath to 
honor the Hillsborough County 
Fallen Warriors. The Riverview 
Detachment of the Marine Corps 
League will fire a rifle salute 
and play taps. The Keynote 
Speaker will be Brigadier General 
Charles Q. Brown Jr. USAF, 
Deputy Director. Operations, 
US Central Command, MacDill 
AFB. Additional speakers will 
be Commander Philip Kapusta, 
(SEAL), USN, USSOCOM, 
MacDill, AFB, Frank Strom, 
Hillsborough County Veterans 
Affairs Manager and Walt Raysick 
President of the Veterans Council 
of Hillsborough County. The pub-
lic is invited and encouraged to 
attend. Following the ceremony 
refreshments will be provided 
by VFW Post 8108 Auxiliaries, 
Riverview. For further informa-
tion please contact Walt Raysick 
at 813-653-4924 or wraysick@
verizon.net.

Memorial Day celebration planned

Microirrigation 
workshop offered

Learn how to convert a high-
volume irrigation system into 
a low-volume irrigation sys-
tem for landscape plants at 9 
a.m. on Wednesday, June 23 at 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Service, 5339 County Road 579 in 
Seffner.

This Retro-Fit Workshop will 
teach participants how to convert 
their existing high-volume irri-
gation system into a more effi-
cient, low-volume microirriga-
tion system for landscape plants. 
Microirrigation saves water and 
helps the homeowner control the 
exact amount of water each plant 
receives.

The free workshop will be held 
in the Conference Center at the 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Office, 5339 County Road 579 in 
Seffner.

Pre-registration is required at 
http://hillsborough.ifas.ufl.edu. 

For more information, call 
Virginia Overstreet at (813) 744-
5519 ext 54144.

HOLIDAY 
DEADLINES
In observance of 

Memorial Day, 
The Observer News office 

will be closed 
Monday, May 28

  
Advertising and press release 

deadlines will advance as 
follows:

Classified ads............................
4 p.m. • Friday, May 25

Display ads ................................
11 a.m. • Friday, May 25

News Releases .........................
4 p.m. • Thursday, May 24

Golf Club
at Cypress Creek

1011 Cypress Village Blvd., Ruskin
813-634-8888 Ext. 2

Presents:

“Wild 
Wednesday” 
Early Birds

10% off All Early 
Bird Specials

Wednesdays
        3:30-5:30

         p.m.

Sunday
Brunch

All You Can
Eat

10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

     $17.95

Local golf cart shop 
moves to the front

The Golf Cart Shop of Sun City, also known as Alumacar of Sun 
City Center is getting a new location. The popular golf 
cart business is stepping to the front by moving to the 
A-1 Connection building located at 1509 Rickenbacker 
Dr. in Sun City Center. With the move comes frontage 
on S.R. 674, a gorgeous showroom that quadruples the 
square footage of their service department and comple-
ments their customer service.

The golf cart business will remain one of the only dealers in Hills-
borough County that converts and sells new low speed vehicles and 
services all makes and models. They sell, service and rent HDK, Club 
Car, EZ Go, Yamaha, Alumacar, Gem Car, Columbia Par Car, Tru-
Ryde, Melex, and Fairplay. 

Amenities offered are free battery maintainance with the cheapest 
 labor rate in the industry, free pick up and delivery for SCC residents, 
PGA  accreditization plus it remains family owned and operated.

Look for their Grand-reopening later this month. For more informa-
tion call Matt at (813) 634-2278.

Will Beat Any Competitors Written Price!
 paid advertisement

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 9/30/12

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

Live Music Every
Wednesday and Saturday

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm

NOW OPEN Sunday 11-6 pm
for Lunch and NFL Direct TV 

Sunday Ticket
www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

Summer Savings



DELANEY
Delaney is a lovable ball of joy! She arrived at the shelter in the back 

of a pickup truck with her brother and mom. Bobbi (Corgi/Australian 
Shepherd mix). Delaney is super sweet. She is always looking for some-
body to scoop her up and cuddle her. She seems to enjoy the company of 
other dogs also. Delaney is smart and motivated easily by food. She has 
started basic obedience training at the shelter and is doing well. Delaney 
is a very active breed mix so she would do best in a home where she can 
get lots of mental and physical stimulation. She is also a goofy puppy 
on top of all of that! This is a really wonderful gal who wishes someone 
would come and give her a forever home soon! As part of her adoption, 
Delaney will be spayed, microchipped, and brought current on her shots. 
DOB: Feb. 2, 2012.
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PUMPKIN
Pumpkin is a beautiful, orange, female cat. Unfortunately, her owner 

could no longer care for her. Pumpkin hangs out on the lanai while 
patiently waiting for a loving person to stop by C.A.R.E. and bring her 
home. She is just waiting for a loving new owner. Pumpkin is spayed, 
microchipped, and current on her shots. DOB: March 2, 2009. 
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Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546
10420 South U.S. Hwy. 301 • Riverview

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~
ElEctrolysis

$40 per ½-hour
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Call for appt. 813-244-0341

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Robyn Payant
President

Tom Payant
Chairman & CEO

We offer retirement planning and services tailored to
your individual needs since 1979

 • Retirement Planning • Investment Planning
• Investments • Life Insurance

• 401(k) Rollovers • IRA Accounts
• Wealth Protection

Visit our website at www.PayantFinancial.com
1653 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573

813-633-7333
Thomas A. Payant o�ers securities and insurance products through SagePoint Financial, Inc. and its a�liates, 

member FINRA/SIPC. Thomas A. Payant o�ers investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, 
Inc., a registered investment advisor not a�liated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

 

Welcome Marie, Nail Tech, to our staff

Tuesday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Miriam Luisa

Maria
Annette Annette’s

Beauty Salon
FULL SERVICE SALON

for Men and Women
Corner Hwy. 301 & S.R. 674, 

Suite #108
in the Village Plaza

(next to Copper Penny)

• Golf Cart Accessible •634-5422

Mani/Pedi Combo $30

Special
Men’s Cut $10
Kids’ Cut $7

Exp. 6/30/12

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: Make sure your cat gets plenty of 
exercise. Interactive toys and cat trees are ideal 
ways to get your cat moving and provide mental 
stimulation.

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

Hillsborough County donates another 
2,600 calling cards 

Hillsborough County Com mis sioners presented 2,600 phone calling 
cards, destined to help soldiers who have been deployed across the globe 
to stay in touch with their families, to the MacDill Air Force Base Airman 
& Family Readiness Center 6FSS/FSFR and the 4th Assault Amphibian 
Battalion of the U.S. Marine Corps reserve.

The cards, totaling 170,000 minutes of talk time, were earned through 
the County’s ongoing participation in the national Cell Phones for 
Soldiers program. Hillsborough County is a proud, four-year supporter 
of the non-profit, family-run organization, which provides the calling 
cards in exchange for receiving outdated and unwanted cell phones.

Cell Phones for Soldiers was founded in 2004 by two Massachusetts 
teenagers who wanted to provide deployed and returning U.S. troops a 
cost-free way of communicating with their families. Since its inception, 
the organization has recycled 10 million cell phones and provided troops 
with pre-paid calling cards equating to 150 million minutes of free talk 
time. The organization sends out 12,000 calling cards a month.

Hillsborough County participates in the program by sending surplus 
County cell phones, and phones collected in boxes located at County 
facilities. Since August 2008, the County has collected more than 6,800 
phones and donated more than 408,000 minutes of talk time to military 
men and women.

The local drop boxes are at the following locations:
Bloomingdale Regional Library, 1906 Bloomingdale Ave., Valrico
Brandon Regional Service Center, 311 Pauls Drive, Brandon
County Center Lobby, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa    
SouthShore Regional Library, 15616 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin
SouthShore Regional Service Center, 410 30th St. SE, Ruskin
 

According to the Healthy Kids 
Healthy Future website, one in five 
children is overweight or obese 
by age 6. To combat that trend 
in our community, Hillsborough 
County’s Head Start/Early Head 
Start program took steps that have 
been recognized on a national 
level.

Let’s Move! Child Care initia-
tive recognized the Hillsborough 
County Head Start/Early Head 
Start program for its exceptional 
work to promote young children’s 

Preventing Obesity
health and prevent childhood 
obesity. 

Hillsborough County’s Head 
Start/Early Head Start is one of 
only 20 early education and child 
care programs and networks in the 
nation to receive this recognition.

It was selected for its excep-
tional work to promote and imple-
ment the goals of Let’s Move! 
Child Care, including using cre-
ative strategies, engaging fami-
lies in obesity prevention efforts, 
and overcoming challenges to get 
children moving and encourage 
healthy eating in the early care and 
education setting.

Let’s Move! Child Care is 
a nationwide call-to-action to 
empower early education and 
child care programs to make posi-
tive health changes in children that 
could last a lifetime. The initiative 
focuses on five goals:

1) Physical Activity: Provide 1-2 
hours of physical activity through-
out the day, including outside play 
when possible.

2) Screen Time: No screen time 
(time with TVs, videos, DVDs, 
computers, video games, and 
handheld devices) for children 
under 2 years. For children age 
2 and older, strive to limit screen 
time to no more than 30 minutes 
per week during child care, and 
work with parents and caregivers 
to ensure children have no more 
than 1-2 hours of quality screen 
time per day, the amount recom-
mended by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics.

3) Food: Serve fruits or veg-
etables at every meal, eat meals 
family-style when possible, and 
no fried foods.

4) Beverages: Provide access to 
water during meals and through-
out the day, and do not serve sug-
ary drinks. For children age two 
and older, serve low-fat or non-fat 
milk, and no more than one 4-6 
ounce serving of 100 percent juice 
per day.

5) Infant Feeding: For mothers 
who want to continue breastfeed-
ing, provide their milk to their 
infants and welcome them to 
breastfeed during the child care 
day; and support all new parents 
in their decisions about infant 
feeding.

Child Care Aware of America 
and University of North Carolina. 
For more information about Let’s 
Move! Child Care, visit www.
healthykidshealthyfuture.org, cre-
ated and hosted by Nemours.

C.A.R.E. 
Pets of the 

Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.
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2012 Graduation 
information

 Brandon High School
Thursday, May 31 • 8 p.m.
Florida State Fairgrounds

(Expo Hall)
Principal: Carl Green

Anticipated # of Graduates: 506
Valedictorian: Alicia Dillow

Salutatorian: Danielle McCutchen
Class President: Marlee Taylor

East Bay High School
Tuesday, June 5 • 8 p.m.
Florida State Fairgrounds

(Expo Hall)
Principal: Maria L. Gsell

Anticipated # of Graduates: 455
Valedictorian: Kendall MacDonald

Salutatorian: Juan Monsalve
Class President: Sophia Sobrito

Lennard High School
Friday, June 1 • 8 p.m.

Florida State Fairgrounds
(Expo Hall)

Principal: Craig S. Horstman
Anticipated # of Graduates: 309

Valedictorian: Xiaodong Lu
Salutatorian: Julian Couture

Class President: Melina Santos

Riverview High School
Monday, June 4 • 8 p.m.
Florida State Fairgrounds

(Expo Hall)
Principal: Robert Heilmann

Anticipated # of Graduates: 540
Valedictorian:

Ashley Nichole Brown
Salutatorian:

Emily Anne Kettenburg
Class President: Jasmin Folks

South County Career Center
Friday, June 1 • 3 p.m.

South County Center Pavilion
Principal: Sandra Bailey

Anticipated # of Graduates: 70
Valedictorian: Kendal MacDonald

Salutatorian: Juan Monsalve
Class President: Sophia Sobrito

East Bay Watch
by Michael Cooper

The East Bay Girls' Flag Football team raised money for 
the team  recently at Burger King on U.S. 301 and Big Bend 
Road. General Manager Stacy Hatfield was gracious to al-
low the team to use the facilities for a car wash fundraiser. 
The players are thankful to Hatfield and those who support-
ed the team with donations. Money raised will be used for 
the team’s end of season banquet. For more information on 
the flag football team, visit www.ebhsgirlsflagfootball.com.

Fundraiser is a Success

Front Row: Ashley Dominguez, Daniel Morales, Khadijah McCray, Melissa Lopez, Rachel Mitchell,  Pedro 
Morales. Back Row: Taylor Brown, Quiana Jean-Baptiste, Tiana Hill, Ternisha Noelzinord, Charelle Shaw, 
Leanna Williams, Morgan Bruhn, Damaris Morales, Tina Hill, and Keryandra Fulks.

Children have fun looking for aquatic critters in collection pans filled with river water.

Check out H-2-Ohhhh! Aquatic 
Reflections from 9 a.m .to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 2. FREE fami-
ly-friendly fun! Participants are 
asked to pre-register for H2Ohhh! 
at www.campbayou.org.

There will be several aquatic 
activity tables set up on the 'big 
lawn.' Plus, since it is National 
Trails Day, there will be hikes that 
highlight water-related facts. For 
instance, did you know that our 
native prickly pear cactus is a great 
survival plant for people as well as 
animals? The flowers produce ed-
ible fruit and the prickly pads can 
be peeled away to provide a moist 
snack when water is scarce.

Participating organizations in-
clude Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, 
Tampa Bay WaterAtlas and Con-
serveItForward.org.

Can’t make the event? You can 
still enter the prize drawing by fill-
ing out the survey on the registra-

H-2-Ohhhh!
tion webpage. Since only entries 
with all correct answers are eli-
gible for the drawing, it will help 
to attend the event where all the 
questions will be answered during 
the morning course.

Still can’t make the event? Dur-
ing May, the event blog at http://
bit.ly/602media will post informa-
tion that may include hints to all 
the  answers. You can also sign up 
for blog updates in the box on the 
left side of the webpage.

Deadline for entries is Saturday, 
June 16.

H-2-Ohhhh! is sponsored by 
grant from the Southwest Water 
Management District.

Camp Bayou Outdoor Learning 
Center (Camp Bayou) is neither a 
campground nor a summer camp. 
It was an RV park before the Coun-
ty’s ELAP program purchased the 
land. It is now open to the public 
for day use only. Through volun-

teers, donations, membership and 
grants, Camp Bayou offers pre-
scheduled programs to schools, 
youth groups, adult groups and 
families! Plus, it’s open from 
Thursday–Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. for passive recreational 
pursuits such as wildlife watch-
ing, nature photography and trail 
walks.

The Camp Bayou Outdoor 
Learning Center is managed by the 
newly created, non-profit Bayou 
Outdoor Learning and Discovery, 
Inc. (BOLD) in a public-private 
partnership with the non-profit 
Ruskin Community Development 
Foundation, Inc. and Hillsborough 
County Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation. Camp Bayou is lo-
cated 3 miles south of S.R. 674 at 
the end of 24th St. S.E. in Ruskin. 
For more information, visit the 
website at www.campbayou.org or 
call (813) 641-8545.

 Eagles Set Their Weekly Activities
The Ruskin Eagles, FOE, located at 1205 1st 

St. S.W. has scheduled the following weekly 
activities.

All events and activities of the Eagles Club 
are supported by the members and members’ 
guests.

The FOE Aerie meet at 7 p.m. the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month. The Ladies’ Auxiliary 
meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday. Eagle Riders meet the 
2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, May 17 -- Bar Games at 3 p.m.

Friday, May 18 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, May 19 — NO DINNER.  Music by Calvin O from 6:30 
to 10:30 p.m.          

Sunday, May 20 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m.

Monday, May 21 — Bingo at 6 p.m.    

Tuesday, May 22 — Come on down and socialize.

Wednesday,  May 23 — Wings  and  Things at 5 p.m. OH SO GOOD! 
Bar Games at 6 p.m.

For more information, call the club at 645-2922.              

Brandon Regional Hospital, a 
Bariatric Center of Excellence, 
announces that it will offer a spe-
cial seminar on surgical solutions 
to weight loss at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 31 in the Oakfield 
Medical Plaza, 262 South Moon 
Avenue, Classroom B, Brandon.
Seating is limited and reservations 
are advised. For more information 
and to register, call (813) 653-1065 
or visit BrandonRegionalHospital.
com.

Obesity is one of the major 
health concerns in our nation. It 
can lead to hypertension, diabetes, 

Brandon Regional Hospital to offer 
weight loss seminar

reflux, sleep apnea and many other 
conditions.

Those who attend will have an 
opportunity to learn how their 
health and life can be transformed 
by the various surgical solutions to 
this problem. Alfredo Fernandez, 
MD will explain the various sur-
gical procedures: Sleeve gastrec-
tomy, laparoscopic gastric bypass 
and gastric banding. Dr. Fernandez 
will be available to answer ques-
tions and concerns of all those who 
attend, and will provide the infor-
mation needed to eliminate risks 
of the above health conditions.

Eagles Set Their 
Riverview Memorial

VFW Post #8108
7504 Riverview Dr. 

(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.
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We are the oldest family-owned window treatment/flooring store in SouthShore

 1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B 
®

Instant island 
destination.

Transform your 
space with a rich, 
beautiful Tommy 
Bahama area rug...
ON SALE NOW. 

Take home your own 
paradise.

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

Sun City Dental Center
Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

General Dentist

633-2636 727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.
*Have your Upper and Lower Full Dentures made in just one week in 

our own In-House Denture lab
*Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/type of  case. 

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

0140. Limit one per patient.
Exp. 5/31/12

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 5/31/12

 0210 0110

New Patients and Emergencies Are Always Welcome

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the 
right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment 

which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the advertisement for the free service, examina-
tion or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case

Out of work?
Continued from page 1 ■

employees.
People searching for jobs have 

access to computers, Internet, 
faxing and telephones. There 
are resume-writing classes; 
job referrals and placement 
assistance; and career guidance.

Working with the Employ 
Florida Program on the Internet at 
www.Employflorida.com, people 
may post their resume, perform 
job searches, and access salary 
information.

There is a priority service for 
veterans and help for people who 
are drawing welfare and/or food 
stamps through the Ticket to Work 
program.

“The county has a program 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays that 
helps with the ‘do’s and don’ts’ 
of job applications and interviews 
too,” said Fridella.

“Operating from a state-wide 
database, we try and match 
employers and employees 
whenever possible,” Clark said.

Although it is not possible 
for the Alliance to share the 
names of the people it assists, 
Clark described a case where a 
homeless single woman needed 
not only a job, but also other 
services. She referred her to 
Fridella.

“We were able to get her 
temporary shelter, medical help 
and a bus pass for her job search,” 
Fridella said. “She qualified for 

the county’s health plan and 
became employed in a rather short 
time, on April 30.”

The job search database is state-
wide, Clark explained.

“According to Florida 
Department of Economic 
Opportunity’s monthly job 
placement reports,” said Deborah 
Vega-Hofmann, spokeswoman 
for the regional offices of the 
Workforce Alliance, “since 
January of 2012, nearly 
10,000 Hillsborough County 
residents have been placed into 
employment through Tampa Bay 
WorkForce Alliance.”

It averages helping about 2,500 
people a month, according to an 
annual breakdown supplied by 
Vega-Hofmann.

Workforce Alliance also gives 
STEP Courses, covering topics 
like resume writing, introduction 
to basic computer skills, building 
your resume workshops, and 
how to come across well in job 
interviews. 

Financial classes are also 
offered to the general public that 
include forming good budgeting 
and spending habits. 

For more information about 
the Tampa Bay Workforce 
Alliance, drop by the new South 
County office or visit www.
workforcetampa.com or call (813) 
397-2055.

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTOS
Chris Rivera, left, director of services for Tampa Bay Workforce Alli-
ance, joins with Dee Fridella and Carrie Clark at the Grand Opening 
of South County’s Tampa Bay Workforce Alliance office May 9. The 
work force office is in Hillsborough County’s South Shore Resource 
Center, 201 14th Avenue S.E., Ruskin, where Fridella is health and 
social services manager. The workforce office will be manned by 
Projects Director Carrie Clark, right.

Paul Kress of the Tampa Bay Workforce Alliance inputs new jobs 
into the system. 
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www.beltone.com

How Well
You Hear
Affects...

How
Well You

Feel.

Test Yourself Today
This simple quiz will help determine if you show

signs of hearing loss.
1. Do people you talk to seem to mumble (or not speak clearly)?
2. Do you have a problem hearing on the telephone?
3. Do people complain that you turn the TV volume up too high?
4. Have you ever experienced ringing in your ears?
5. Are conversations in restaurants or crowded places difficult?

If you answered yes to two or more of these questions,
you may have a hearing loss.

Call for a FREE Hearing Evaluation at a
Beltone Hearing Center near you.

H
e

a
rin

g
 A

id
s: In

su
ra

n
c

e
 C

o
ve

ra
g

e
 N

o
w

 A
va

ila
b

le
!**

ATTENTION: IMPORTANT LIMITED TIME OFFERS 

True™

Results of study show effect of hearing loss on anxiety, depression, 
self-esteem and well-being.
New research connects hearing loss with the development of mood 
disorders and declines in key aspects of mental function, including 
interaction with surroundings, relationships, activities and feelings of 
self-worth. Hearing impairment can lead to depression, anxiety, social 
isolation and many other problems.

The good news is: there is help.
95% of all hearing loss cases can be successfully treated. Beltone has 
been a leader in innovative hearing health care for over 70 years. Take the 
quiz below to check for signs of hearing loss. If you test positive, we 
recommend a FREE Hearing Evaluation by a Beltone licensed hearing 
care professional.

Beltone True™ is changing not just the way people hear — 
but how they live.
Experience the very finest in new wireless hearing technology with the 
revolutionary Beltone True™. So small and comfortable, you’ll forget it’s 
there.    

Beltone True™ Winner of the 
Prestigious International CES 

Innovations 2011 Design & 
Engineering Award* 

Benefi ts of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fi t. Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated. Participation may vary. © Beltone 2012.

SPECIAL FINANCING 
12 Months Same-As-Cash

Inquire for details. Limited time only.

www.beltone.com

104 Pebble Beach Blvd. South
(across from Walgreen’s)

Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 658-5076

Reservation Code: 120516

FREE HEARING
SCREENING

Appointment Required

IN-OFFICE
TRUE™ TRIAL

Try Before You Buy!

Offer expires 5/31/12 Offer expires 5/31/12

$500 OFF
Beltone’s True™ Total Solution 

Accessories

Cannot be combined with any other offer 
or discount. Previous purchases excluded. 

Limit one per person. 
Offer expires 5/31/12. $500 Off MSRP.

BUY 1
GET 1

4-PACK BATTERIES
Limit 1 per person. Offer expires 5/31/12.
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sisters in arms who were taken 
from them senselessly. Men and 
women they loved now gone 
in the horror of war. Thoughts 
and feelings that are difficult to 
discuss but impossible to escape.

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Administration 
recognizes the problem of grief 
in soldiers returning from combat 
but acknowledges that little has 
been done to deal with it. Men 
and women serving together in a 
unit frequently form bonds that 
go beyond description and the 
understanding of anyone who 
has not “been there.” Soldiers 
depend upon the members of the 
units with their very lives. In an 
environment in which not even 
the next breath can be taken for 
granted, the bonds form quickly 
and deeply. Even the military 
acknowledges that the attachment 
and bonding between soldiers 
are necessary elements for unit 
cohesiveness.

In chapter 11 of the Department 
of Defense Iraq War Clinician 
Guide, a section entitled 
Traumatic Grief: Symptomatology 
and Treatment for the Iraq War 
Veteran by Ilona Pivar, PhD, 
says that symptoms of grief are 
different from the symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress disorder and 
depression.

“Although research into the 
prevalence and intensity of grief 
symptoms in war veterans is 
limited, clinicians recognize 
the importance for veterans of 
grieving the loss of comrades,” 
Dr. Pivar wrote. She went on 
to describe that from a limited 
sample of Vietnam combat 
veterans, “grief symptoms were 
detected at very high levels of 
intensity, thirty years post-loss.”

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS
The volunteers helped to remove piles of trash, including several 
non-functional appliances.

Helping vets, soldiers
Continued from page 1 ■

Among the litter on the ground was a plastic irony — a child’s toy 
soldier amongst discarded cigarette butts.

Kelly and Corey loved boating 
and being on the water. But 
Corey’s calling was serving his 
nation. Sometime after Corey’s 
funeral, Kowall began a non-
profit organization that involved 
taking soldiers and veterans 
and families of veterans out on 
to Tampa Bay as a way to say 
thank you. She quickly began to 
realize that the boating trips were 
more than just a ride on the bay. 
Being on the water with someone 
who understands was a healing 
experience.

Her first thought was to buy 
a houseboat in order to provide 
housing to veterans to not only 
help with their grief but also 
to train them to be mentors for 
other returning vets. Kowall 
quickly realized that a houseboat 
alone wouldn’t be enough. She 
wanted to serve more soldiers and 
veterans than a houseboat could 
handle.

Factors that may influence the 
development of prolonged grief 
syndrome include: survivor guilt; 
feelings of powerlessness in not 
being able to prevent the death; 
anger at others who are thought 
to have caused the death; anger 
at oneself for committing a self-
perceived error resulting in the 
death; tasks of survival in combat 
taking precedence over grieving; 
not having an opportunity in the 
field to acknowledge the death.

— Traumatic Grief: 
Symptomatology and Treatment 
for the Iraq War Veteran by Ilona 
Pivar, PhD

I am so sorry for your loss. You 
have my sympathies. Sorry to hear 
about your friend. That had to 
have been rough. I’m so glad you 
See HELPING VETS, SOLDIERS page 23

www.staylittleharbor.com

Try our new

$

8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
We have expanded to include: 

p.p.

America’s Finest Cabinets

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.
   Across from Chili’s

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON

Countertop

Surfaces available

with a FREE

Standard Edge and

FREE Stainless

Steel Sink

Countertop

18 Months

no interest!

“We Beat All Superstores 
on Price and Service”

Delivery available in under 3 weeks

Treatment Options
for Back Pain
Presented by Dr. Larry Fishman,
Neurosurgeon

Many Americans su�er daily with back pain. 
Learn what the causes are and what you can 
do to treat back pain.

June 6th, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
United Methodist Church
1210 Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center, FL 33573
(Next to South Bay Hospital)

Free lunch and giveaways provided
to all attendees. To register for the

seminars, call 1-888-685-1595.  

Dine with 
the Doctor 
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*Based on 2012 EPA highway mileage estimates. Use for comparison purposes only. Do not compare to models before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. #2012 Honda Civic LX Automatic 24 month lease. 2012 Honda Accord LX
Automatic, Fit Automatic, CR-V LX, Pilot LX, Odyssey LX, and Crosstour LX are 36-month lease. All payments are plus tax with $4,500 total out of pocket cash or trade down. Must have a 710 beacon credit score and approved credit. Payments include all factory rebates and dealer incen-

tives and do not include any dealer installed equipment. All offers are mutually exclusive. See dealer for complete details. Offers valid through May 31, 2012.**Zero down payment and zero percent financing is offered for 60 months on the following new Honda models: Accord, Civic,
Crosstour, Odyssey, Pilot, and Ridgeline. Zero percent financing on CR-V is offered for 60 months with a maximum finance of $10,000. Financing is offered through designated lender based on a 680 beacon credit score and approved credit.  †††Price is plus tax, tag, title, dealer fee and in-
stalled dealership options. Payments are based on $3,000 Down for 72 Months at 3.9% APR.  All vehicles subject to prior sale. Artwork for illustration purposes only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. All offers are mutually exclusive. See dealer for complete details. All offers

expire 05/31/12. SO 5.17.12
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MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

ODYSSEY LX 

DRIVE
FOR

$229 PER
MONTH

$0DOWN



39
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

CIVIC LX AUTOMATIC

29
MPG



34
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

ACCORD LX AUTOMATIC

31
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

CR-V 2WD LX 

25
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

PILOT 2WD LX 

STK #E056776A

2004 TOYOTA
CAMRY LE

$12,977 $235 PER
MO.

STK #L022627A

2007 HYUNDAI
TUCSON GLS

$13,777 $248 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E043078B

2008 HYUNDAI
TIBURON GS

$14,977 $268 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #L017991A

2008 HONDA
CR-V LX

$15,577 $278 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #H646672

2010 HYUNDAI
SONATA GLS

$15,577 $278 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #C006157A

2006 HONDA
ELEMENT EX-P

$15,977 $285 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #D606634

2010 DODGE
CALIBER SXT

$15,977 $285 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #W132704

2010 JEEP
LIBERTY SPORT

$15,977 $285 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E053935A

2010 NISSAN
SENTRA SL

$15,977 $285 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #L368164

2011 NISSAN
VERSA 1.8S

$15,977 $285 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #S545449

2011 CHEVROLET
HHR LT

$16,777 $298 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #A148806A

2009 HONDA
CIVIC LX

$16,777 $298 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #B026955A

2008 NISSAN
ROGUE SL

$16,877 $299 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #1210754

2010 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LT

$16,977 $300 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #U183777

2011 TOYOTA
CAMRY LE

$16,977 $300 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #R319490

2010 CHRYSLER
T.C TOURING

$17,577 $311 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #KA98677

2011 FORD
ESCAPE XLT

$17,977 $318 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #V171467

2010 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA GLS

$17,977 $318 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #A154273A

2009 HONDA
ACCORD LX

$17,977 $318 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #1180546

2011 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LT

$17,977 $318 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E025130A

2010 HONDA
CIVIC LX

$17,977 $318 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #1413004

2011 MAZDA
3 SPORT

$17,977 $318 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #9A014477

2009 HONDA
ACCORD LX-S

$18,777 $331 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #A051178A

2010 TOYOTA
SIENNA LE

$18,377 $325 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


AND GET 0%APR FOR A FULL 5 YEARS 

BUY
WITH


DRIVE
FOR

$249 PER
MONTH

$0DOWN



AND GET 0%APR FOR A FULL 5 YEARS 

BUY
WITH


DRIVE
FOR

$99 PER
MONTH

$0DOWN



AND GET 0%APR FOR A FULL 5 YEARS 

BUY
WITH


DRIVE
FOR

$219 PER
MONTH

$0DOWN



AND GET 0%APR FOR A FULL 5 YEARS 

BUY
WITH


DRIVE
FOR

$149 PER
MONTH

$0DOWN



AND GET 0%APR FOR A FULL 5 YEARS 

BUY
WITH


DRIVE
FOR

$199 PER
MONTH

$0DOWN



AND GET 0%APR FOR A FULL 5 YEARS 

BUY
WITH

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY

NEW 2012 HONDA

CROSSTOUR 2WD EX
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CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

* Subject to credit approval. See stores for details. At participating stores only, not all products at all locations. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Offer ends 06/17/12. Offers cannot be combined with other discounts or 
promotional offers and are not valid on previous purchases.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. INTERNET ACCESS AND OFFICIAL ENTRY CODE ARE REQUIRED TO ENTER. Open to legal residents of the 
50 United States, District of Columbia, and Canada (excluding Quebec) who, at the time of entry, are physically located and living in the U.S. or Canada (excluding Quebec) and are at least 18 years of age or the age 
of majority in entrant’s state or province of residence, whichever is greater. Void in Quebec and where prohibited. Subject to Complete Official Rules, available at www.fashionfloorward.com. Begins at or about 12:01:01 CT, 
on May 1, 2012, and ends at 11:59:59 p.m., CT, on June 17, 2012. Limit of one entry per person or email address. Skill–testing question required for Canadian residents. All prizes consist of Zappos® gift cards, except 
that, due to Zappos® shipping restrictions, Canadian winners will receive a Visa® gift card in lieu of Zappos® gift card. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. Sponsor: CCA Global Partners, 
Inc. d/b/a Carpet One Floor & Home®. Zappos® and Visa® are not sponsors of this promotion. © 2012 Carpet One Floor & Home®. All rights reserved.

1 mile west of I-75, Exit 240-B ®

www.doveinteriorsdwfg.com

radar and the most recent fatality 
there did prompt immediate 
trimming of the heavy overgrowth 
of vegetation in the southwest 
corner which could impair 
views of oncoming traffic, the 
spokesman asserted. 

Acknowledging that two-lane 
21st is a long, flat straight-away 
inviting higher speeds, Valdez said 
the existing stop signs on 30th 
could be replaced with larger 36-
inch versions, that white stop lines 
can be painted on north and south 
30th, that additional speed limit 
signs could be posted along 21st 
theoretically aiding enforcement 
by local patrolling law officers 
and that a pair of flashing speed 
feedback units could be placed on 
21st near the intersection with 30th 
for the next several months. 

 Asked when such measures 
might be installed, Valdez 
estimated “within a month,” 
adding “everything we can do, we 
will do.” 

Cook, however, was not 
overwhelmed. He pointed to 

Deadly intersection
Continued from page 3 ■ another, similar intersection a 

few blocks north and west of his 
location – the 24th Street and 14th 
Avenue S.E. crossing near the U.S. 
weather station. While 14th is a 
more heavily traveled east-west 
roadway than 21st, the four way 
stop where 24th crosses it does not 
slow or cluster traffic and rear-end 
crashes are not prevalent there, 
he contended. The engineers’ 
rationale for not using a four-way 
control on the lesser traveled 21st 
where so many have met death 
seems to defy logic, he added. 

So, this week and next week 
and the following week, the 
sheriff’s office will keep open 
the traffic fatality investigation. 
One local family sorrowfully 
will say farewell to a daughter as 
another works on healing injuries. 
Cook and his children will wait 
for buses, along with many other 
youngsters from the area, eyeing 
a barely controlled intersection 
warily. And no one will know 
how long before the next killing 
collision there. 
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

STOREWIDE THROUGH MONDAY 5/28

Excludes Ekornes Products, Floor Models & Prior Sales
SECTIONALS SOFAS CHAIRS SLEEPERS RECLINERS ACCESSORIES DESIGNER RUGS

IN BUSINESS “26” YEARS!

0%

MEMORIAL SALE

50% OFF

No Interest
until Jan. 2013

Traditional, Transitional or Contemporary...We Have Your Leather!

Buy 1 Item at our Sale Price and Get 2nd Item 1/2 Off
(second item of equal or lesser value)

Sarasota • Ellenton • Boca Raton • Delray • Ft. Lauderdale • Plantation 

0% FREE
FINANCING

$500 Min.

ELLENTON
2015 60th Ave. E

I-75 Exit #224. 
At the doorsteps of 

Prime Outlets
941-723-6100

SARASOTA
7261 S. Tamiami Tr.
941-926-3500

Just south of Clark Road

www.LeatherExpressFurniture.com
M-F 10-7
SAT. 10-6
SUN. 12-5 West Florida

Since 1986

Melody JaMeson photo
Flowers and flags conveying messages of sorrow are clustered (above) near 
the intersection where Cristy Jean Brock lost her life last week, the latest 
in a list of fatalities at the intersection largely unmarked by traffic control 
devices.

Top Ten real estate deals
At this week’s Top 10 homes spot-

light at www.toptenrealestatedeals.
com/ we have a look at some of the 
country’s most expensive real es-
tate for sale, and the sometimes sad 
stories behind these mega million 
dollar homes. Fleur de Lys in Bel 
Air, California is the current king 
of pricey estates at $125 million. It 
was inspired by France’s 17th Cen-
tury Vaux-le-Vicomte and built by 
billionaire David Saperstein and his 
former wife of 23 years, Suzanne, 
in 2002. This 35,046sf mansion 
now belongs to Suzanne, which is 
one of the perks she won in her di-
vorce settlement from David.

Versailles in Windermere, Florida 
is another French palace knock-off, 
but this one is not quite finished and 
it is having a big sale. Timeshare 
king David Siegel and his wife, 
Jacqueline, started building this 

90,000sf estate during the Florida 
housing boom as the largest home 
in America. However construction 
stalled a few years ago when both 
the Florida housing market and 
timeshare sales crashed. The home 
was for sale at $75 million but the 
price was recently reduced to $65 
million. Tack on an additional $25 
million if you want a finished pal-
ace. The house has been in Flor-
ida’s extremely slow foreclosure 
proceedings since May 2011.

John Werner Kluge was best 
known as the founder of Metrome-
dia (now Fox TV). He died at the 
age of 95 in September 2010. Mr. 
Kluge donated his Palm Beach es-
tate Casa Sin Nombre to Columbia 
University. The entire oceanfront 
estate consists of four buildings, 
21,000sf, 9 bedrooms, 11.5 baths 
and even a small casino. Columbia 

is trying to sell it for $59 million.
So, in case you are interested 

in any of these homes and need a 
little something extra to help pay 
the mortgage, Sothebys has a gold 
mine for sale in Arizona that seems 
to have tons of gold ore just waiting 
for anyone with a shovel and $43 
million. Gold Hill is a 100-year-old 
historic mine on 117 acres. Accord-
ing to the Sothebys listing, the mine 
contains 30,000 tons proven gold 
ore, another 350,000 tons that are 
either probable or possible, and an-
other gold vein discovery they call 
the Old Coup vein. At $1500 an 
ounce, seems like a good deal.

Hulk Hogan finally sold his Clear-
water home for $6.2 million - it was 
originally priced at $25 million; a 
new castle home in Miami complete 
with a moat is for sale at $10.9 mil-
lion; and TV pioneer and hula-hoop 

investor Art Linkletter’s California 
home is for sale at $10.25 million.

Check out unusual real estate at: 
www.toptenrealestatedeals.com. 
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Assisted Living Fac. Lic. # 7290

3855 Upper Creek Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33570

813-938-2259
www.PacificaSunCity.com

Does
your 
mom

forget
to take

her
medications?
If you worry about a parent taking medications, or eating
properly, maybe it’s time to consider a Sun City lifestyle. 
Our family-style community includes all this and more in
one monthly rate:

• Medication management 
• Tasty and nutritious meals and snacks
• Assistance with daily personal activities
• Housekeeping and laundry
• Social and recreational events

Call 813-938-2259
to arrange a personal tour. 

Move in now to
take advantage of 
specials on select 
Memory Care apartments!

Ask about
our move in

specials
Select Memory Care Apts.

Limited Availability!

Riverview Moose Family Center 2158/Chapter 1031
Loyal Order of Moose • 9000 Honeywell Rd. • Gibsonton

riverviewmooselodge2158.org • (813) 677-7921 • (813) 677-7921

UPCOMING EVENTS
All events are open to qualified Moose Members and guests.

NEW Website: Check it out!!

April is the time of Spring and New Beginnings!
Wednesday Dinners are Chef’s Choice
Wednesday May 23 • will be Linda’s famous Liver -n- Onions 
Bar Games begin at 7 p.m.
Thursday Dinners are Tacos and Burgers from 5-7 p.m.
Blind Draw Darts at 7:30 p.m.
Friday Night • Steak / Fish / Shrimp Dinner includes burgers and sides  

from 5 - 7 p.m., Karaoke Kat at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday May 19 • Derby Night fried chicken, entertainment, door 

prizes, $6 per person starts at 7:30 p.m.
Every Sunday is Sport Sunday • at 3 p.m.with beer specials, wings 

and free pool and bar games
Installation is right around the Corner
Saturday May 26 • Community Service Fund Raiser- Ham dinner, 

Bake Sale, Auction, Entertainment to follow the $6 dinner.

Enjoy regular or 
unleaded cars and 
coffee

Presented by Cianfrocca Auto 
Detailing, and held at the Copper 
Bell Cafe on June 30 from 7:30 - 
9:30 a.m. at 11228 Boyette Road, 
this car show is free, and is a true 
Cars and Coffee meet where ev-
eryone can show off their “rides” 
and eat a delicious sit down break-
fast. Full breakfast menu available 
and kids eat free with an adult pur-
chase. 

For more information, call 813-
409-2630.

Dr. Holly Williams 
closes her office

Dr. Holly Williams, DO has 
closed her office for personal med-
ical reasons as of March 19, 2012. 
Her office requests all patients to 
contact their insurance company 
for assistance in finding a new 
doctor. Sign a release at your new 
doctor’s office and mail it to PO 
Box 3223, Riverview, FL 33568 
and your records will be trans-
ferred to the new doctor.

Worms to go 
 Learn how to make great com-

post by using worms at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, June 13 at Hillsborough 
County Extension Service, 5339 
C.R. 579 in Seffner. The cost is $30 
and registration is offered online at 
http://hillsborough.ifas.ufl.edu

Vermicomposting is the process of 
using worms to break down organic 
matter into nutrient-rich compost. 
The workshop will include a pre-
sentation on vermicomposting and 
a hands-on session to create worm 
bins. Participants will learn how to 
care for their worms, how to harvest 
worm castings, and the best uses of 
worm castings in a garden. 

Each household will be provided 
with all the materials they need to 
build a worm bin. Participants will 
only need to provide newspaper or 
paper bags. For more information, 
contact Monica Raguckas or call 
813-744-5519 ext. 54146

American Legion Post 246 will meet Friday, May 25 in Community 
Hall, Room 3, 1910 South Pebble Beach Blvd., Sun City Center, FL. 
Coffee and donuts will be available at 9 a.m. The meeting will start at 
9:30 a.m. The guest speaker will be Camilla D. Thompson, MPA, Chief, 
Voluntary Service, James A. Haley VA Hospital.

Camilla D. Thompson was appointed Chief of Voluntary Service of the 
James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital on April 10, 2011.

She received a Masters Degree in Public Administration with a Spe-
cialization in Health Care Policy and Administration from the University 
of Baltimore’s College of Public Affairs in 2003 and her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Criminal Justice from South Carolina State University 
in 1993.

American Legion Post 246 to meet

Hillsborough County is proud 
to offer members of the military 
and first responders FREE and 
discounted annual Regional Park 
passes to all Hillsborough County 
Regional Parks.

Passes can be obtained begin-
ning Monday, May 14, from 8 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday – Friday at 
the Branchton Regional Parks Of-
fice, 15502 Morris Bridge Road in 
Thonotosassa. The County is con-
sidering additional pass purchase 
locations in the future. Cash, check 
and major credit card payments are 
accepted for the discounted pass.

The FREE lifetime family en-
trance pass is for Hillsborough 
County residents who are:

Honorably discharged veterans 
who have service-connected dis-
abilities

Surviving spouse and parents of 
deceased members of the US Armed 
Forces, National Guard, or Reserves 
who have fallen in combat

Surviving dependents of deceased 
First Responders killed in the line 
of duty who reside in Hillsborough 
County

There is a 25 percent annual re-
gional park pass discount for:

Active duty members and honor-

ably discharged veterans of the US 
Armed Forces, National Guard, or 
Reserves who live in Hillsborough 
County

Active duty members of First Re-
sponders who live or work in Hills-
borough County

Hillsborough County employees
 Those wishing to obtain free or 

discounted passes, must provide 
proper documentation as outlined 
in the policies:

• First Responders and County 
Employees - Policy 10.09.00.00

www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
policies-plans/bocc/pdf/10090000.
pdf

• Military – Policy 10.08.00.00
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/

policies-plans/bocc/pdf/10080000.
pdf

The free and discounted passes 
do not include the boat launching 
pass, which is $100. Regular cost 
for an annual regional parks pass is 
$50 for an individual, and $100 for 
a family.

For additional information on 
Hillsborough County Regional 
Parks, discounts and free passes, 
contact the Hillsborough County 
Parks, Recreation and Conservation 
Department at 813-987-6240.

Free and discount passes now 
available

OUR 7-STEP PROCESS #1 SINCE 1960

CLIMATE PROOF COATINGSM

Whole House Flex-Coated™

941-739-6699 or 1-800-704-7926
SPRAY-COAT EXTERIORS, INC.

Applied over 
Spray Crete, 
Stucco, Wood, 
Block 
or Metal

Lifetime 
Warranty
Lifetime

Weather-
Proofing

Special Roof 
Coating Discounts

NEVER PAINT, SPRAY-CRETE, STUCCO or VINYL 
YOUR HOUSE AGAIN™

& TAkE AN ExTRA$300 Off
Coupon worth

$300

®

Low Summer Prices
Exp. 

5/31/12

with coupon

HOLIDAY DEADLINES
The Observer News office will be closed Monday, May 28

in observance of Memorial Day.

  

Advertising and press release deadlines will 

advance as follows:
Classified ads ............................4 p.m., Fri., May 25
Display ads .............................11 a.m., Fri., May 25
News Releases .......................4 p.m., Thurs., May 24
Questions? Call: 813-645-3111 www.ObserverNews.net
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

survived. Time heals all wounds. 
No one has a magic wand and 
no magic words can make things 
all better. By any measure, grief 
and bereavement are one of the 
most difficult aspects of human 
life in even the best and most 
supportive of circumstances. But 
imagine what it must be like if 
there is no opportunity to grieve 
or if grieving could result in 
further loss of life, perhaps even 
your own. Soldiers in a combat 
situation simply don’t have the 
luxury to experience that most 
difficult situation. Doing so could 
be fatal for them or for others. 
Tears could blind their eyes to 
mortal threats. 

Dr. Pivar went on to say that, 
“Soldiers who lose their comrades 
in battle have been known to 
make heroic efforts to save them 
or recover their bodies. Some 
soldiers withdraw and become 

Helping vets and soldiers
Continued from page 16 ■

Mitch traphagen photos

Eyes in the Sky’s Project Corregidor founder Kelly Kowall speaks 
with volunteers on Thursday, May 10.  Nearly 60 people turned out to 
help clean up a mobile home park that she plans to use as a training 
center for returning veterans and soldiers suffering from grief.

Volunteers removed piles of trash and appliances.

loners, seldom or never again 
making friends. Any sign of 
vulnerability or “losing” it can 
indicate that they are not tough 
enough to handle combat. Delaying 
grief may well postpone problems 
that can become chronic symptoms 
weeks, months and years later.”

Kelly Kowall was talking to God 
on an island beach. She asked for 
a sign, a burning bush sign that 
would help her to know if she 
should dramatically expand her 
plan to help returning veterans 
deal with their grief. As she asked 
for the sign, she turned towards 
the water and she saw that God 
answered her.

“I took two more steps and a 
wave washed up and it deposited a 
bullet at my feet,” she said.

It was a large caliber bullet. How 
it could have been washed up from 
a wave is anyone’s guess. But 
Kowall knew. She had her answer.

Bob Perez, the owner of a 

waterfront mobile home and RV 
park on 22nd Street NW in Ruskin 
offered to sell her the property 
on favorable terms. Many of the 
units were in various states of 
disrepair due to abuse and neglect 
by past tenants, but the basics were 
all good. In fact, the basics were 
great. In that park, Kelly Kowall 
could envision Key West colors 
and the peaceful, tranquil setting 
she needed, just the setting needed 
by the soldiers and veterans she 
plans to help. It is a place where a 
shoulder will always be available 
to lay a head upon; a place to make 
peace with the inexplicable. 

Kowall, a certified life coach, 
enlisted the aid of friend and 
founder of Grief, Inc., Darcie Sims, 
PhD, and other mental health care 
and educational professionals to 
develop a peer-mentoring program 
to help soldiers and veterans deal 
with their losses. In doing so, 
she’ll not only help those who 
arrive at the beautiful campus she 
is building, they will go on to help 
others, thus greatly expanding the 
reach of the program and making a 
big step towards bridging a crack 
in the veteran support system.

Trash from cigarette butts to piles 
of old tires were found in corners 
of the property. The structure of the 
buildings was good, but after years 
of neglectful tenants, floors needed 
to be torn out, steps repaired and 
broken appliances discarded. The 
former owner of the property 
warned Kowall that she had her 
work cut out for her. 

“I know I should be scared, but 
yet at the same time I just feel that 
God and my son and others up in 
Heaven are holding my hand and 
keeping me safe,” she said. “This 
is a lot, it should be overwhelming. 
I have to keep focused on just one 
step at a time. When my son died, 
I could only focus on the next 
minute or even the next breath.”

Now she is focusing on helping 
others take their next breath. 
Project Corregidor (taken from a 
nickname given to Corey by his 
grandfather) is alive and well. On 
Thursday, May 10, sixty people, 
which included many from Keller 
Williams Realty in Apollo Beach 
and Sun City Center, came out to 
hold her hand — and to pick up 
trash, a paint brush and to handle 
everything from floors to broken 
appliances. There is much to 

be done yet, Kowall’s need for 
assistance won’t go away anytime 
soon, but she has taken big steps 
forward on an infinite journey. It 
is, of course, a journey with no end 
for her or for the soldiers who find 
themselves laying their heads on 
her shoulder at this little corner of 
peace on a river.

Through the program, she hopes 
to have an impact in lowering the 
suicide rate, the divorce rate, and 
the drug and alcohol abuse that is 
on the rise around military bases 
across the country. At this former 
mobile park in Ruskin, Kowall 
found the safe environment she 
needs to make that happen.

She still hopes to buy a 
houseboat someday to use in the 
program. But right now she’s 
focusing on the emerging dream on 
her new property. Kelly Kowall is 
taking things one step at a time.

Eyes on the Sky’s Project 
Corregidor is a 501(c)(19) nonprofit 
organization. For more information 
on how you can help Kowall and 
our veterans, visit www.favebe.
com or write to FAVE Project 
Corregidor, P.O. Box 3547, Apollo 
Beach, FL, 33572. Sponsorships, 
memberships, tribute or memorial 
donations and volunteer 
opportunities are available. The 
Iraq War Clinician Guide from 
the Department of Defense may 
be found on the web at www.ptsd.
va.gov/professional/manuals/iraq-
war-clinician-guide.asp

In addition to several individual 
volunteers, the following South 
Hillsborough businesses 
stepped forth to help Kowall 
with her dream of serving 
veterans in need:

staff members from Keller •	
Williams realty in apollo 
Beach and sun city center
tim gibson from ace •	
hardware apollo Beach
Lisa Kennedy from alley cat•	
Deforest Brown from Brown •	
comfort systems 
Frank patsche from •	
handyman Direct 
Mike o’Dell from Mike o’Dell •	
electric 
randy ramos from riverview •	
plumbing 
Daniel Drohan from •	
sherman-Williams ruskin 
Lori graves from southeast •	
Windows & glass, inc.
Dave Johnson from tampa •	
crosstie & Landscape 
supply, inc.
Mauricio pinzon from •	
renovations inc. 
tammy Franco from Beautiful •	
Walls & More
Brian & Melissa Konitzer from •	
all trades (contractor)
rob Wolfe from Majestic •	
Flooring
Jacob Moore from John •	
Moore’s Floors to go
Melvin’s air conditioning•	
rent King•	
Buddy’s home Furnishings•	
a&M Furniture•	

Commissioner Murman kicks off fishing tournament
Hillsborough County Commissioner Sandra Murman kicked off the South-

Mitch traphagen photo

Shore Professional Fishing Tourna-
ment May 10, with a dinner held at 
Little Harbor Resort in Ruskin. The 
professionally organized and man-
aged tournament raised money for 
the benefit of children’s programs 
in South Hillsborough. The three 
programs selected this year were 
Out of School Time programs 
administered by the Rural Social 
Services Partnership, and mentor-
ing programs sponsored by the 
SouthShore Rotary Foundation and 
the YMCA’s Camp Cristina. Com-
missioner Murman was the honor-
ary chairperson of the event that 
began with a children’s tournament 
on Thursday and ended with the pro 
tournament on Saturday. The event 
was hosted by the Resort and Club 
at Little Harbor. Murman is pictured 
above with event sponsor Mary 
Ann Wilhelm of Wilhelm Heating & 
Air Conditioning and Captain Steve 
Hoffman of SouthShore Anglers.
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

Area Places of Worship

Ruskin Foursquare Church
Building Community Thru God’s Love
106 7th Ave. N.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570
N. Blanton (813) 309-3558

Pastor Norman
&

 Sherril Blanton

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Wed. Bible Study

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Sunday

8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. .................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)
11:00 a.m. ..................................................... Bilingual
4:00 p.m. ......................................................... Casual

Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Pastor: dr. daniel WhiteBookstore 633-8595

Area Obituaries

Cristy Jean Dail 
Brock

January 25,1971 - May 8, 2012
A celebration of life will be held 

from 4-10 p.m. on May 19 at the 
Elks lodge Ruskin, Fl.

Roland J. Duval
Roland J. Duval, better known as 

“Duke,” passed away at the LifePath 
Hospice House in Sun City Center, 
Florida on Wednesday, May 2, 2012.

Born in Cohoes, N.Y. Duke graduated 
from LaSalle Institute in 1939 and went 
to work for Albany Felt Company (now 
Albany International).  He took a leave 
of absence to join the Army Air Corps 
in 1942 and served with “The Flying 
Tigers” serving in the China, Burma, 
India (CBI) Theater during WWII.  Duke 
returned to Albany International in 1945 
and worked in Cowansville, Quebec, 
and Albany, N.Y. for a total of 52 years.

Duke was active in TAPPI (Technical 
Association of the Pulp and Paper 
Industry), PIMA (Paper Industry 
Management Association), as well 
as CPPA (the Canadian Pulp and 
Paper Association).  Duke received 
many awards from PIMA and Albany 
International for his dedicated service.

He leaves to mourn his loss, his 
wife of 45 years, Jacqueline; and four 
sons, Frank (Jeannine) of Ohio, Robert 
(Liza) of Rhode Island, John of South 
Carolina, Daniel (Jennifer) of Georgia, 
and one daughter, Dianne (Joe) Mesec 
of New York; 9 grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren; as well as many 
dear friends.

Duke was predeceased by his 
parents, Leo and Florence (Durocher) 
Duval and brother, Raymond.

Funeral services will take place at 
Saint James Episcopal Church, Lake 
George with internment at Saratoga 
National Cemetery, Saratoga, NY; 
service times will be announced at a 
later date.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations 
may be made to Saint James Episcopal 
Church 172 Ottawa Street Lake 
George, NY 12845 or to LifePath 
Hospice 12973 Telecom Parkway Ste 
100 Temple Terrace, FL 33637

Lois Riley Huffman
Lois Riley Huffman, 72, of Sun City 

Center, FL, passed away peacefully 
April 22, 2012 at LifePath Hospice, 
surrounded by her family. Daughter 
of John and Elva (Kirk) Riley of 
Chambersburg, IL, Lois was an avid 
bicyclist, naturalist and lifelong learner. 
She lived in the Joliet area for many 
years and was active with the Joliet 
Bicycle Club, the I&M Canal Corridor, 
and many other organizations. She 
is survived by her husband, Jerald 
Huffman; daughters, Kelly and LaRae 
Huffman; numerous nieces, nephews, 
two great-great nephews and one 
great-great-niece. Celebration of life 
was held Saturday, May 5 at 1 p.m. 
at the Sandpiper Grille in Sun City 
Center.

Barbara JoAnn (Six) 
Marriott

 September 3,1942 ---May 10,2012
 Barbara graduated cosmetology 

school in Kansas City, and worked 
in that field in the Missouri. area 
for 45 years.She moved to Florida 
in 2005 and worked for Sweetbay 
Supermarkets before becoming ill. 
She spent life enjoying family, friends, 
flowers, fishing and the outdoors. She 
also cherished her customers. She is 
survived by three children: daughter, 
Tracy Lynn, Jefferson City, Mo.; 
son, Robert Berkstresser and wife 
Shawndel, Riverview Fl. and son, Ralph 
Berkstresser and wife Lisa, Waukegan, 
IL.; plus many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. It was her request 
that all be thanked for the outpouring 
of love and support that was shown 
to her during her illness. Cremation 
arrangements are under the direction 
of Zipperers Funeral Home of Ruskin, 
Fl. Special thanks to LifePath Hospice,  
Sun City Center Hospice House for 
their care and support.

Memorial contributions are suggested 
to Westminister Presbyterian Church of 
Versailles, 208 North Fisher, Versailles, 
Mo. 65084

Georgia B. Wade
Georgia B. Wade, 94, passed away 

Friday morning, May 4, 2012.  She was 
born November 3, 1917 in Chicago, 
Illinois. She received her Bachelor 
and Masters degree at Northwestern 
University in Education and taught for 
35 years in the state of Illinois. She 
was active in the Kappa Delta Sorority.  
She enjoyed retirement at Sun City, 
Florida for over 20 years indulging in 
her favorite activities of dance, water 
ballet, and golf.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Margery Moore and Hugo 
Edward Anheiser and her husband of 
49 years, Jean Davis Wade.

Georgia is survived by her 2 
daughters, Georgia Roth (husband 
Robert) of Bend, Oregon and Margery 
Wightman of Buda, Texas; her 4 
grandchildren Robert Roth, Timothy 
Roth, Heather Wineinger and Diana 
Ferguson; and 5 great grandchildren 
Hayden, Mae, Henry, Owen Roth and 
Kale Wineinger.  

The Observer News office will be closed Monday, May 28

in observance of Memorial Day.

  

Advertising and press release deadlines will 

advance as follows:
Classified ads ............................4 p.m., Fri., May 25
Display ads .............................11 a.m., Fri., May 25
News Releases .......................4 p.m., Thurs., May 24
Questions? Call: 813-645-3111 www.ObserverNews.net

Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one 

another in love. Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:2-3

N

N

New Beginnings 
Fellowship 
welcomes Patsy 
Dollins   

Patsy Dollins will minister by 
way of music at 6 p.m. on Saturday 
May 19, New Beginnings Fellow-
ship located at 1120 27th St. SE 
Ruskin. She is a regular at “The 
Farm” on the last Friday of each 
month. She writes and performs 
her own gospel/country style mu-
sic. Don’t miss out on this evening 
of great music. 

For more information call Pastor 
Lewis Brady at 654-1018.

Calvary Lutheran 
invites children to 
SKY 

A summer kids’ event called Sky 
will be hosted at Calvary Lutheran 
Church from 6-8 p.m. June 11 to 
June 14. At Sky, faith and imagi-
nation soar as kids discover that 
everything is possible with God. 
Kids participate in memorable Bi-
ble-learning activities, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building 
games, experience electrifying 
Bible adventures, collect Bible 
Memory Buddies to remind them 
to trust God, and test out Sciency-
Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and 
play with all summer long. Plus, 
kids will learn to look for evidence 
of God all around them through 
something called God Sightings. 
Each day concludes with Fly Away 
Finale—a celebration that gets 
everyone involved in living what 
they’ve learned. Family members 
and friends are encouraged to join 
in daily for this special time at 
7:45 p.m. 

Kids at Sky will join an inter-
national missions effort to squash 
malaria with the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign—sending thousands of 
mosquito nets to protect children. 

Sky is for kids from 3 years old 
to 5th grade and will run from 6 
to 8 p.m.  each day.  Adult study 
is available each night also.  This 
free VBS program also includes 
dinner! For more information, call 
813-645-1305.  

Community 
Foundation of SCC 
provides funding

The Community Foundation of 
Greater Sun City Center recently 
awarded $11,050 to provide better 
restrooms and sinks at a pair of 
child care centers for low-income 
families.

The money was awarded to 
Redlands Christian Migrant 
Association, which operates 
18 child care programs and a 
charter school in southern and 
eastern Hillsborough County. 
The Immokalee-based RCMA is 
Florida’s largest nonprofit child 
care provider.

“We care for children in 75 
low-income neighborhoods and 
I can tell you it’s rare for any of 
these rural communities to have 
neighbors as caring and generous 
as Sun City Center is to Wimauma 
and Ruskin,” said Barbara 
Mainster, RCMA’s Executive 
Director.

The grant comes from the 
Hadley and Helen Hill Fund at the 
Community Foundation of Tampa 
Bay. It will pay for two projects:

 • $8,550 will cover construction 
of new restrooms at RCMA’s 
Ruskin Infant Child Development 
Center.

• $2,500 will replace two sinks in 
RCMA’s Wimauma Groves Child 
Development Center.

Movie Night in 
SCC planned

The movie ‘War Horse’ will be 
showing  at 6 p.m. on June 8, at 
Sun City Center United Method-
ist Church, 1210 Del Webb Blvd. 
West. Be greeted by the aroma of 
coffee and popcorn complimented 
by homemade cookies.

“War Horse” takes place in rural 
England and Europe during WWI 
and is about a horse named Joey 
that was tamed and trained by a 
boy named Albert. See what hap-
pens when both Joey and Albert 
are forced apart and experience the 
extraordinary journey they take as 
they go through the war.

Expanding Services?
Advertise in the Observer News, a trusted publication for 

over 50 years.

813-645-3111
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Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Area Places of Worship

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

Spiritual Leader

Rev. Sue Meixner
813-362-0806
sue@alterways.com

Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Sun City Center 

Chamber of Commerce
1651 Sun City Center Plaza

New Thought ChurchReligious Science/SOM

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday ..................................................................12 noon
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Local celebrities 
to star in benefit 
concert

 “Mothers & SONgS”, a ben-
efit concert, starring South Shore 
favorites Ellen Kleinschmidt and 
Teri Council will be presented at 
6:30 p.m. on May 19 at Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Apollo Beach. 
Ellen and Teri will be joined by 
their sons, Brian Kleinschmidt and 
Alex Council as they celebrate in 
song the highs, the lows, the ups, 
the downs, the joys, the heart-
aches and the challenges of being 
a mother and a son. Don’t miss this 
one-night-only musical celebra-
tion of families. All proceeds will 
benefit Calvary’s youth who will 
be attending the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans this 
summer. Free will offering. For 
concert information call 813 645-
1305.

NCWS keeps on giving
Jan Huber center, Assistant Chief, Public Relations for the Sun City 

Center Emergency Squad is pictured receiving checks totaling $2006 
from (L) Betty Uber, pianist for Nondenominational Christian Worship 
Services, and (R) Ev Villa, liturgist for NCWS.  The donations were from 
the love offerings for the month of April.  Assistant Chief Huber shared 
her appreciation to NCWS for their consistent yearly support, which will 
enable the squad to continue serving the residents of SCC 7 days a week, 
24 hours a day.  For more information regarding NCWS, the all-volun-
teer outreach Christian ministry, call Jim Butner at 634-3114.  

New Beginnings Fellowship holds 
Spring Hog Killin’

The semi annual Hog Killin’ is a time when the congregation brings 
in their “Piggy Banks” they have been “fattening up” with spare change 
for the past few months.  This time a total of $615 was brought in to 
apply towards the church’s insurance bill.  The “Top Hog” this Spring 
was named “Little Oinker” and was brought in by six-year-old Ehren 
Newberry, Jr with a total of $122.20. 

Pastor Lewis Brady pictured with top hog Ehren Newberry Jr.

Calvary Lutheran 
to host touring 
choir

Stop by Calvary Lutheran 
Church at 7 p.m on June 19 at 
5309 US 41 N., Apollo Beach. for 
a memorable and inspiring eve-
ning with The Experience Touring 
Choir.   They are a performing en-
semble of high school youth from 
Christ Lutheran (ELCA) Church 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. Their 
purpose and mission statement is 
to Tell the Story of Christ to oth-
ers through contemporary song, 
drama, dance, signing, and much 
more. The youth have written the 
script, blocked the scenes, selected 
the music, and worked on every 
aspect of the production over a 
period of five months.  They Tell 
the Story of a filmmaker who sets 
out to do a documentary on to-
day’s Christian church. This per-
formance is free and open to the 
public.  

Hearing Loop
United Community Church, 1501 

La Jolla Avenue, Sun City Center, 
Florida is proud to announce 
installation of a Hearing Induction 
Loop System in its Sanctuary and 
Great Hall.  This enhancement is 
an upgrade to the audio system, in 
the church, to aid the members and 
guests who are hard of hearing.  
The Loop is the only system that 
sends the voices of the minister 
(or any speakers), organ, choir 
and all church activities from the 
microphones directly into a hearing 
aid or cochlear implant.  The system 
provides the clearest, cleanest 
sound imaginable and does not 
require a headset, as it works with 
the T-Coil or Telecoil that most 
hearing aids come equipped with 
accessible via the programming 
button or switch on your hearing 
device.  If you have never used 
your T-coil, it is recommended 
that you consult your audiologist 
or hearing aid specialist to confirm 
it has been activated and to learn 
how to access it.  If you cannot 
access your T-coil or do not have 
hearing aids, please use one of the 
Loop Receivers which you find 
in the Narthex. This was all made 
possible by a $5,000 donation 
from the Interfaith Council of Sun 
City Center, a generous donation 
from Roger and Muriel Rackliff 
and a gift from Larry Piechoski. 
For additional help contact your 
audiologist or hearing dispenser.

Seeds from the Sower
A stranger dropped some kittens off in our Garden. They were so cute 

that we immediately fell in love with them. Each morning when we 
would leave our home, the kittens would walk in front of us, stop and 
lay at our feet. They would not move until we petted them and talked to 
them. Then they would jump up and run to the box we had prepared for 
them. They were not hungry or thirsty, they simply wanted attention.

How like us. We can have everything in life that we could ever want – 
cars, homes, money, prestige, sound investments and a good income. But 
we still have the need for love. Everyone has a need for love and God has 
enough love for everyone.

He has a lot of love to give. And not only that, all love comes from God 
and He never runs out. When we discover the love of God, and make 
Him the love of our lives, we can be assured that whenever we need His 
love, it will be there!

For more visit  www.SowerMinistries.org

Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing 
to associate with people of low 
position. Do not be conceited.

Romans 12:16

h
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Riverview Elementary students get 
into the beat at cultural center

By MITCH TRAPHAGEN   mitch@observernews.net ■

The entire first grade at Riverview Elementary School visited the Firehouse Cultural Center 
in Ruskin on Thursday for a performance and program with Hammerhead Steel Drum Band. 
To the best of the band’s knowledge, they are the only all acoustic, stationary and marching 
steel drum band in Florida, if not the entire world. The tight performance incorporated a 
variety of objects used as drums, from the traditional to trash can lids. The band is a frequent 
performer at Busch Gardens and other Florida theme parks as well as at schools and other 
cultural venues. In all, the Firehouse Cultural Center hosted four school time performances 
last week, including one on Tuesday in which the entire first grade of Ruskin Elementary 
walked to the center for two performances of Pirates and Seafaring Tales by Katie Adams. 
The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office was on hand to escort the walking students 
back and forth. The programs were made available through a partnership with the Arts in 
Education Program with Hillsborough County Schools and the Arts Council of Hillsborough 
County. For more information about the Hammerhead Steel Drum Band, visit www.
hammerheadsteeldrums.com. Mitch traphagen photos

UF researchers, use dual strategy to fight Type 1 diabetes
University of Florida researchers 

teamed with colleagues at City of 
Hope National Medical Center in 
Duarte, Calif., to devise a new com-
bination therapy that reverses estab-
lished Type 1 diabetes in mice.

The findings, which appear in 
the journal Science Translational 
Medicine, set the stage for the de-
velopment of a new human therapy 
for Type 1 diabetes that is effective 
over the long term.

The two-step regimen involves 
bone marrow transplantation and 
substances that promote the growth 
of cells that produce insulin, the 
sugar-regulating hormone that is 
missing in people who have Type 1 
diabetes.

“If our therapy is successfully 
translated to humans, patients will 
be able to have a life without Type 
1 diabetes — that’s the exciting 
part,” said senior author and UF 
collaborator Defu Zeng, M.D., an 
associate professor of hematology 
and hematopoietic cell transplanta-
tion at City of Hope.

Type 1 diabetes arises when the 

body’s immune system attacks cells 
in the pancreas that produce insulin, 
whose job is to move sugar out of 
the blood so it can be converted to 
energy. As a result, glucose builds 
up in the blood, causing organ dam-
age. More than 1 million people in 
the United States live with Type 1 
diabetes, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
And more than 30,000 new cases 
are diagnosed each year. People 
who have the disease must take in-
sulin injections to survive, but insu-
lin supplementation does not cure 
Type 1 diabetes nor prevent com-
plications such as blindness, kidney 
disease and heart disease.

The only existing therapy that can 
reverse established Type 1 diabetes 
is transplantation of a type of pan-
creatic tissue called islets, which 
contain the insulin-producing beta 
cells. But chronic rejection is a big 
problem with that approach, and the 
diabetes-reversing effect lasts only 
about three years. In addition, to get 
enough cells for each patient, two 
or three donors have to be found.

Researchers have continued to ex-
plore various ways to counteract the 
body’s attack on insulin-producing 
cells. They have developed meth-
ods to blunt the action of immune 
system cells against beta cells. And 
previous experiments have shown 
that in the early stages of Type 1 
diabetes, some insulin-producing 
cells still exist and can be cajoled 
into action. But at advanced stages 
of disease, those cells are mostly 
destroyed.

The researchers concluded that a 
dual approach that prevents the im-
mune system from killing beta cells, 
and, at the same time, replenishes 
the supply of beta cells was needed.

They used a growth hormone and 
another chemical to stimulate the 
production of new beta cells. In so 
doing, they verified that the treat-
ment could induce new insulin-pro-
ducing cells in mice whose immune 
system is programmed to kill those 
cells. And it turned out that the new 
cells came not just from the replica-
tion of existing cells, but also from 
the transformation of other kinds of 

cells.
“It’s conceptually a new way to 

go after Type 1 diabetes treatment, 
and lends strong support to the 
idea that beta cells can — and do 
— come from a source that is not 
beta cells undergoing replication,” 
Wilson said.

The findings suggest that, given 
the right stimulation, patients with 
diabetes could produce the needed 
cells on their own instead of having 
to wait for transplants from donors.

But by itself, generation of new 
beta cells was ineffective at revers-
ing late-stage Type 1 diabetes in the 
mouse models, because the immune 
system kills those cells as soon as 
they appear. First, the researchers 
had to create a safe environment 
that would allow the new cells to 
survive. For that, they explored an 
option more commonly thought of 
as a treatment for leukemia. Bone 
marrow transplantation has been 
shown to help the immune system 
learn how to recognize and tolerate 
newly formed insulin-producing 
cells. Together, the therapies did 

the trick, reversing late-stage dia-
betes in 60 percent of the mice in 
the study.

“This gives a mechanism where 
you could use this bone marrow 
engraftment combined with growth 
factors to reverse established diabe-
tes — that, I think, is the really big 
thing there,” said David Serreze, 
Ph.D., a professor at The Jackson 
Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine, 
and an adjunct associate professor 
at the University of Massachusetts 
Medical School, who was not in-
volved in the current study. “The 
individual components had been 
known before, but it was a very 
ingenious way of pulling them all 
together.”

The UF collaborators and Zeng 
are working to form a national col-
laboration to further investigate 
and develop the new combination 
therapy.

“This is not going to be in the clin-
ic tomorrow,” Serreze said. “But is 
this something you could envision 
being used sometime in the future? 
Oh, absolutely.”
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 Classified advertising

the Observer news, the sCC Observer and the riverview Current

®

CARDS

M & M Printing Co., inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland estates ave., sW
ruskin, florida 33570

MAy 17, 2012  

312 ESTATE SAlES 312 ESTATE SAlES

105 PERSONAl

Call for
Directions

Delivery Available

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

Quality Wicker & Rattan Furniture
2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed Weekends

We re-cover or make new cushions

Check us out @ www.QualityWicker.com

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR
EVERY ROOM INSIDE 

AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE
Delivery Available

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6

Check us out @ www.QualityWicker.comCheck us out @ www.QualityWicker.com

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

Does your child 
need help with 

Speech and 
Language?

TOTAL THERAPY 
11964 Boyette Road 

Riverview

(813) 663-9828
Summer Classes starting June 11

120 ENTERAINMENT

 snoitcudorP
 edalS  Premier DJ/VJ/MC/Video Jockey 

Entertainment Service
Corporate Events • Theme Parties • Weddings
• Music Visualizations • Large Viewing Screen
• Music in HD • Memorable Music Videos
• State-of-the-Art Intelligent Lighting
• Picture Montage to Music
• Event Recorded in HD DVD

260 FRUITS/VEg.

Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classifieds by going 
to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

almost new thrift store. 10008 indiana 
st., gibsonton (1 block off Us 41, 1 
block north gibsonton dr.,) Wednesday 
through saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, 
furniture, lots misc. Ministry first Baptist 
gibsonton.   813-671-0036 to donate

saturday, May 19, 9am-? 413 4th 
ave., sW, ruskin. Yard equipment, 
tools etc.

friday May 18 only. refrigerator, dvds, 
household things, clothes & more. 8am-
noon 1817 Butterfly Place, SCC

down sizing. lots of things have to 
go. Mens 3x shirts, loads of teddy 
bears. something for everyone. 11217 
Fiddlewood Dr., (Summerfield Crossing) 
riverview . friday & saturday 9am-2pm. 
no early birds

indoor moving sale. assorted furniture, 
household, books, art & misc. everything 
must go. saturday & sunday 5/19 & 
5/20. 8am-3pm. 1907 del Webb Blvd 
east, sCC.

after moving/ yard sale. 1811 ft. 
duquesna dr., sCC. friday & satur-
day, 5/18 & 5/19. 7am-noon everything 
must go. 

Moving sale. furniture & tools. all must 
go. saturday, May 19, 8am-4pm. 1303 
Cobia Cay dr., apollo Beach

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 The Great Shoe Sale

BOGO
on all Shoes

Plus, the secret sale

312 ESTATE SAlES

Wanda Say’s 
 Don’t Miss This One! 

Upscale estate sale. 2252 new 
Bedford, sCC. ladies clothes, purses, 

shoes, beautiful  teak wood king & 
queen bedroom sets, leather sofa, 

love seat,  love seat makes bed. lr 
glass top 4pc tables, 65” Mitsubishi 
tv, oak breakfast set, large marble 

top dining room tables w/ 6 chairs, art 
work: Dolphins, fish, palm trees, all 

signed by artist. Bar stools, entertain-
ment center, computer desk, 7pc patio 

set & other pool furniture, gas grill. 
Beautiful 2008 thunderbird convertible 

w/ hydraulic lift for tops. 2002 easy 
go golf cart & so much more. friday & 

saturday, 8am-1pm. 

the Observer news will 
be closed Monday May 

28 in observance of  
Memorial  day.  

Deadline for classified 
line ads will move to 

friday, May  25 at 4pm. 
for the May 31 edition

BEVERLY's ESTATE SALES
SUN CITY CENTER

 CLUB CAR, high speed, 
curtains (like new) black, 

Acorn Superglide 120 
Chairlift, golf clubs, Kenmore 
upright freezer, blower, saws, 
edger, tools & chest, loveseat 
& sofa, dining table, 6 chairs, 
china cabinet, queen bedroom 

suite, bench & matching 
chairs, sleep sofa, occasional 
chairs, kitchen table, 4 chairs, 

bar stools, 2 recliners, 
loveseat, full size bedroom 

suite (1950s style), metal desk, 
globe w/stand, linens, pictures, 
kitchen, hand carved Oriental 

table w/lazy susan.
633-1173 or 508-0307

2011 Berry Roberts Dr.
(Pebble Beach S. to
New Bedford Drive

 to Berry Roberts Dr.)

May 18 & 19
7:30am-1pm

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

1205 Peridot Lane, SCC
(off New Bedford Dr.)

Thurs. & Fri., May 17-18
7 a.m. to Noon

Cell:  (813) 382-7536
Home: (813) 741-0225

Contents Include: 2002 E-Z-Go 
Golf Cart, Dining Room Table 

w/Chairs, China Cabinet, 
Matching Floral Print Sofa & 
Loveseat, Pink Barrel Chairs, 

Side Chairs, Glassware & 
Collectibles, Coffee, End, & 

Lamp Tables, 2 Queen Bedroom 
Sets, Computer Desk, La-Z-Boy 
Recliners, Loveseat Sleeper Sofa, 

Tall Bookcases, Patio Set,
Wicker Style Patio Furniture, 
Men's MIYATA Bike, Exercise 
Bike, Household & Garage 

Items & MORE. 
PLEASE PARK ON SIDE OF SALE 
DUE TO EMERGENCY VEHICLES.

(PLEASE DON'T MISS OUR 
OTHER SALE THIS FRIDAY & 

SATURDAY MAY 18-19 AT
1407 NASHUA CIRCLE, OFF 

BUNKER HILL DR.)
See You There!

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

1407 Nashua Circle, SCC
(off Bunker Hill Dr.)

Fri. & Sat., May 18-19
7 a.m. to Noon

Cell:  (813) 382-7536
Home: (813) 741-0225

Contents Include: Burgundy 
MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS 

GS, Club Car GOLF CART (Brand 
New Batteries) Glassware & 

Collectibles, Glass Top Kitchen 
Table w/Chairs, Art, Paints, Craft 

Supplies, HEYWOOD WAKEFIELD 
Mid-Century Modern Lamp Table 
& Wakefield Buffet/Server, Dining 

Room Table w/Chairs, China 
Cabinet, Sofa w/Matching Side 

Chair, Cream Sofa, Cream 
Rocker/Recliners, Coffee, End,

& Lamp Tables, Antique Spindle 
Leg Table, Wurlitzer Organ,

Wood Table, Cabinets & Shelving, 
Roll Top Desk, Sleeper Sofa,

King Bedroom Set, Tools & Lawn 
Ornaments, Full House Too

Much To List!
PLEASE PARK ON SIDE OF SALE 
DUE TO EMERGENCY VEHICLES.

(PLEASE DON'T MISS OUR 
OTHER SALE THIS WEEK AT

1205 PERIDOT LANE, OFF NEW 
BEDFORD DR. THIS THURSDAY-

FRIDAY, MAY 17-18).
 See You There!

To Place a classified ad  
fax to 813-645-1792

Fri. & Sat. (7-1)
1209 Bluewater Dr., SCC

Bamboo Soe w/Chairs, Love Seat, Queen & 
Twn Bedroom Suites, Dining Room Suite w/6 
Chairs, Rocking Chairs, Recliners, Noritake 

China, Patio niture, Desk w/Chair, TVs, 
Entertainment Center, Swivel Rockers, 
Bookcases, Bar Stools, File Cabinet, Card 

Table w/Chairs, Jewelry, 
Household, Kitchen and Misc. Items.

www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Anne's Estate Sales
Friday & Saturday • (7-1)

139 Lookout  Dr., Apollo Beach
(Take Apollo Beach Blvd., turn left

at Circle K, then left on Lookout
Drive. Park on side of sale only.)

(813) 758-7952 or (813) 758-7954

Venice QS 50 QT-S Motor Scooter, 
Refrigerator, Bushnell Northstar Telescope, 

Generator, Exerciser; Furniture: Flat 
Screen TVs, Dining Room Table w/Chairs, 

Wine Cooler, Island Cabinet, Twin Bed, King 
Waterbed, Triple Dresser w/Nightstand, 
Computer Desk w/Chairs, Leather Sofa & 

Loveseat, Recliners, Entertainment Center, 
Patio Furniture, Sofa Table, Bookcases, 

Office Chairs, Small Refrigerator, Armoire, 
Microwave; Misc. Items: Computers, 
Laptops & Printers, Scuba Equipment, 

Men’s Bike, Artificial Plants, Lots of
Artwork, Lots of Tools (Electric &

Manual), Lawn Mower; Collectables: 
Hummels, Remington Bronze Statue; 

Household, Kitchen & Misc. Items.
www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Anne's Estate SalesTO ALL MY PATIENTS:
Dr. Holly Williams, D.O. 
has closed her practice for 
personal medical reasons 

as of 3/19/12. 
All patients contact your 

insurance co. for assistance 
in finding a new doctor.

Sign a release at that doctor’s 
office and mail it to P.O. Box 
3223, Riverview, FL 33568. 

Your records will then be 
transferred to that doctor.

Sectional Sofa, Bassett Pecan End Tables 
& Sofa Table, 42” LCD TV, Swivel Rockers, 
Glass Dining Room Table w/Parson Chairs, 
Hutch, Bassett King Bedroom Suite, Double 
Bedroom Suite, Wrought Iron Patio Table  
w/Chairs; Rattan: Baker’s Rack, Sofa Table, 
Plant Stand & Chair; 
Wicker: Shelf, Bird 
Cage, Rocker & Chair; 
Desk, Kenmore Sewing 
Machine, Visco-Medic 
Twin Magnetic Sleep 
System, Air Walker, Inversion Table, Clarinet; 
Antiques & Collectables: Wall Phone, World’s 
Fair Paperweight, Boxed Matchbox Cars, 
Classic Illustrated, 1926 Omaha Bee Paper 
& More; Glass & Kitchenware, Women’s 
Clothing, Yard Tools & Garage Items.

Please Park on Sale Side of Street
www.denneysestatesales.com

Denney’s estate sales
1737 Coco Palm Circle, SCC

(S. Pebble Beach, left on 
Flamingo Ln., then right 
on to Coco Palm Circle)

Fri. & Sat., May 18 & 19
7 a.m to 1 p.m.
(813) 477-1793

‘The Price is Right!’

We are the local source for  
business cards, letterhead, 
     invoices, posters, tickets, etc.....  
              Your neighborhood printer.

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048
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COMMuniTy PaPERS  
Of flORida 

(CPf STaTEwidES)

CPf STaTEwidES CPf STaTEwidES

EMPlOyMEnT

800

adOPTiOn  
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses 
paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  

28 years experience.  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

; FL Bar # 307084   

adoption  
1-800-852-0041    GIVE YOUR 

BABY THE BEST IN LIFE!  Many 
Kind, Loving, Educated & Finan-
cially Secure Couples Waiting.  

Living & Medical Expenses Paid.  
Counseling & Transportation 

Provided.  Former Birth Moms on 
Staff!  FLORIDA ADOPTION LAW 
GROUP, P.A.  Attorneys who truly 
care about you.  Jodi Sue Rutstein, 
M.S.W., J.D.  Mary Ann Scherer, 

R.N., J.D.  Over 30 Combined Years 
of Adoption Experience.  Confiden-

tial 24/7  (#133050&249025)   

CaSH fOR CaRS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

PuBliC nOTiCE: nORRiS laKE 
EaST Tn  

 Lakefront Land Sale May 26th  
Direct Lake Access Walkable into 
the water starting at only $19,900!  

877-717-5263  Ext 356

SuRROGaTE nEEdEd  
Please help us have our baby!  

Generous Compensation Paid.  Call 
Attorney Charlotte Danciu   1-800-

395-5449  FL Bar # 307084

TaKE ViaGRa/ CialiS?  
 Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg 

Pills, for only-$99!  +4-Bonus Pills 
FREE!  #1 Male  Enhancement. 

Discreet Shipping.   Blue Pill Now. 
Call 1-888-800-1280  

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo!  SAVE 
when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV 
and get up to $300 BACK! (select plans). 
Limited Time CALL NOW!  866-944-
0906   

Bundle & Save on your CABLE, INTER-
NET PHONE, AND MORE.  High Speed 
Internet starting at less than$20/mo.  
CALL NOW!   800-306-1733  

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!!  
Get the Most Cash, up to $27 per 
box!  Shipping Paid!  Must be Sealed 
& Unexpired.  Call Tony 813-528-1480  
tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

2 MILLION MISSING CHILDREN AN-
NUALLY  The only “guaranteed” com-
prehensive child safety program proven 
to prevent children from going miss-
ing.  BBB accredited.  Sign-up on: 
www.childshieldusa.com/henry ; Email:  
gph33809@live.com  

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month 
PLUS 30 Premium Movie Channels 
FREE for 3 Months! SAVE! & Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL - 888-
418-9787 

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join 
more than a million people walking and 
raising money to support the March of 
Dimes. The walk starts at marchforba-
bies.org.

MANTIS Deluxe Tiller. NEW! FastStart 
engine. Ships FREE.  One-Year Money-
Back Guarantee when you buy DIRECT.  
Call for the DVD and FREE Good Soil 
book! 866-674-4644

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital 
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/mo 
(for 12 months.) Options from ALL major 
service providers. Call Acceller today to 
learn more! CALL 1-888-903-2647  

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED UNEXPIRED DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS Up To $26/Box. Pr ePaid 
Shipping Labels.  Hablamos Espanol! 
1-800-267-9895 / www.SellDiabetic-
strips.com ; 

$$$ We Buy Diabetic Test Strips $$$ 
TOP $$$ Paid 24 hours! Free Ship this 
week only call for details. Visit Trader-
jackproducts. com/strips. Qwik quote: 
772-263-0425  

A happily married couple seeks to 
adopt.  Financial security.  Expenses 
paid.  Christa & Paul.  1-800-936-1631.  
FlBar#0150789. Skylar Law Firm

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice for 
an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Living/Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially 
Secure Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  
Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228)

* adOPT *  TV Producer & Counselor 
in 30’s, big extended family, yearn for 
precious 1st baby to devote our lives.  
Expenses paid   *alex & allison*   fl-
Bar42311  1-800-552-0045

adOPTiOn  888-812-3678  all Expens-
es Paid.  Choose a loving, financially 
Secure family for your child  24 Hrs 7 
Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attorney 
amy Hickman.  (lic. #832340)    

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

715 fill diRT/HaulinG

Pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

Myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

720 HOME MainT.

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. Insured. 
Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City Center 

& Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 

Home improvements 
Osprey Builders Inc. All phases of 

renovation. Remodel, painting. Com-
petitive rates. Lic. # CBC029079. Call 

James Myatt. 813-645-7228 

Handyman Custom Carpentry 
Doors installed, sundecks, framing, 

screen enclosures,   repairs, plumbing, 
electrical, painting.  Senior discount 

Free estimates.  813-645-1778.  www.
MYIC.com/customcarpentry  C-117507

723 PainTinG

735 TRanSPORTaTiOn

At Your Service Transportation to 
Tampa airport /charters /cruise ship.  
Excellent prices. Licensed/ insured.  Call 
Express Transportation  813-731-9283 
for rates

740 MiSC. SERViCES

in your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com Oliver 
& Company  

Hate that wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something 

painted. Big or small, I can do it. I’ll 
even clean windows. Debby. 813-434-

6499 

Seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

is searching for qualified CNAs/HHAs 
to provide home care services throughout 

Eastern Hillsborough, Manatee and 
Polk counties.

Candidates must have valid CPR card, 
HIV/AIDS CEUs, valid FL DL, physical 
and Level 2 AHCA background screening 

to be considered.
(813) 752-0008

e-mail vangels@verizon.net

810 MEdiCal

Experience LPN needed for busy fam-
ily practice office. Four day work week, 
good benefits, nice work environment. 
Fax resume to 813 633-2702

ADOPTION: A childless, financially 
secure couple (37 & 41) seeks to adopt.  
Together 18 years.  Flexible work sched-
ules.  Expenses paid.  Rich & Tim 1-800-
494-4533  (Represented by Adam Sklar, 
Esq. Florida Bar#0150789)  

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child 
Support, Custody, and Visitation, Prop-
erty, Debts, Name Change… Only One 
Signature Required! *Excludes govt. 
fees!  1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor 
& Associates

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS!  
Buy Harris Roach Tablets.  Eliminate 
Bugs - Guaranteed.  Available at Ace 
Hardware, The Home Depot & Home 
Depot.com

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption expert.  
You choose from families nationwide.  
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-
413-6298.  License #100013125

ROOf REPaiRS   ROOf OVERS  
Mobile Home Roof Specialist & flat 
Roof.  free insurance inspections.  
lic/ins CCC1327406.  all florida 
weatherproofing & Construction.  
1-877-572-1019  

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. You WIN or Pay Us Nothing.  
Contact Disability Group, Inc. Today! 
BBB Accredited. Call For Your  FREE 
Book & Consultation. 888-903-1353  

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for 
hands on Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid 
if qualified – Housing available. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
314-6283

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
Home.  *Medical, *Business, *Criminal 
Justice, *Hospitality. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
888-203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.
com 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Approved; 
financial aid if qualified.  Job placement 
assistance.  Call National Aviation 
Academy Today!  1-800-659-2080 or 
NAA.edu  

MINIATURE MONKEYS FOR SALE!  
Usda miniature marmoset monkeys, 
hand-fed/raised babies on bottle, ready-
to-go.  Guaranteed healthy.  Training 
before/after sale included.  For info visit 
www.poggisanimalhouse.com or call 
954-258-6954

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 90 
percent on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off 
your first prescription and free shipping.   
Prescriptions Dispensed from Canada 
are Dispensed by: Health One Phar-
macy. License Number: 21791

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS  Needed 
immediately for upcoming roles $150 
- $300 per day depending on job require-
ments. No experience, all looks needed.  
1-800-951-3584  A-105.   For casting 
times /locations.

Learn to be A Sonogram Tech  High-
paying career – tons of jobs! Seats avail-
able in our next class at CareerTech.  
Don’t Wait, Call Today, 863-688-8800 
www.CareerTech.info

LAWSUIT CASH Auto Accident?  All 
cases Qualify  Get CASH before your 
case settles! Fast Approval.  Low Fees.  
(866) 709-1100 or www.glofin.com

NOW HIRING:  Companies desperately 
need employees to assemble products 
at home.  No selling, any hours.  $500 
weekly potential.  Info. 1-985-646-1700  
DEPT. FL-820

RUN FIREWORKS TENT  $$ EARN 
THOUSANDS $$  Call 813-234-2264 
/ 1-800-334-BANG  Hernando, Hills-
borough, Lake, Lee, Orange, Pasco, 
Pinellas, Seminole & Sumter Counties 
only need apply.

NEAR ASHEVILLE NC  New real log 
cabin on almost 2 acres only $89,900.  
Cool temps, private setting, huge 
porches, high ceilings, ready to finish.  
828-286-1666

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW
 Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-4048
www.mmprintinc.com

You can have all your 
business and personal 
printing done locally? 

Brochures, posters, books, 
newsletters, business cards, 

invitations, and much, 
much more!

870 GEnERal

Village Plaza Beauty Salon. Be your 
own boss, booth rental, stylist & nail 
tech. $100 plus taxes weekly. Call Kim 
813-634-5044 

Adm. Asst. PT, M-F, 9am-noon for 
non profit military organization in SCC. 
Must be well organized, self starter. 
Secretarial, financial & computer skills. 
Send resume to president@mobc-
online.org

Warehouse help needed. Must be able 
to past drug test & background check. 
Call 941-944-2918  (Palmetto)

OWNER WILL FINANCE.  Bank or 
seller won’t finance?  We help!  No 
qualifying.  No credit!  Low Down.  Call 
Today!  1-800-563-2734  kanthony@
cigrealty.com

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE  
Any Credit!  Any Income!  Foreclosure 
Homes and Land  View Properties at:  
www.roselandco.com or call Rose Land 
& Finance Corp.  866-937-3557

WESTERN CAROLINA REAL ESTATE  
Offering unbelievable deals on homes 
and land in the beautiful NC mountains.  
Call for free brochures, foreclosures, and 
area information.  800-924-2635

20 Acres - Live On Land Now!!  Only 
$99/mo, $0 Down, Owner Financing, No 
Credit Checks!  Near El Paso, Texas.  
Beautiful Mountain Views!  Free Color 
Brochure.  1-800-755-8953  www.Sun-
setRanches.com

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.  
Get a Free Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus Free 
home delivery!  Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking!  Call 
888-377-3536

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Truck-
sWanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

GANA DINERO SIN DESCUIDAR 
TU HOGAR  Con El Líder En Ventas 
Por Catálogo De Productos Para El 
Hogar. Pide Tu CATALOGO GRATIS. 
1.877.426.2627 www.intimahogar.com  

Earn your high school diploma at home.  
Work at your own pace.  First Coast 
Academy, nationally accredited.  Call 
for free brochure, 1-800-658-1180, ext. 
77. www.fcahighschool.org

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-
$500,000++ within 48/hours? Low rates 
Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com  ; 

ADOPTION  866-633-0397  Unplanned 
Pregnancy?  Provide your baby with 
a loving, financially secure family.  
living/Medical/Counseling expenses 
paid.  Social worker on staff.  Call 
compassionate attorney lauren fein-
gold  (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7  

For information about  
the ads in  

Community  Papers of 
Florida call  

Beverly 813.645.3111

The Observer news will be closed 
Monday May 28 in observance of  

Memorial  Day.  
Deadline for classified line ads 
will move to Friday, May  25 at 

4pm. for the May 31 edition

JOE’S PAINTING
SERVICES, LLC.

Painting & 
Power Washing

(813) 770-2411
License #PA3885

No job too big or small!
Present ad for $100.00 off  
jobs of  $1000.00 or more!
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