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South County Career Center and Riverview High School 
in an “iron-chef”-style competition. See page 17.

ABWIG pencils in June as the starting time for Apollo 
Beach canal dredging to begin. See story on page 3.
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By MITCH TRAPHAGEN     mitch@observernews.net ■

On April 3, tornadoes carved a wide path of destruction through Tex-
as causing hundreds of millions of dollars in damage. Tractor-trailers 
were tossed into the air like toys and tens of thousands of people were 
left without power. Millions of people in and near the Dallas–Fort 
Worth Metropolitan Area were threatened by the furious displays of 
nature’s power — yet no one was killed and there were only a handful 

Area businesses express concern 
over tax-exempt competition

Could a text message save your life?
Early this month, tornados struck a major metropolitan area with no loss of life. Forecasting helped 
but some also credit text messages for saving lives.

Released by the Suncoast Seabird 
Sanctuary, a rehabilitated pelican 
flies over the newly dedicated 
Cockroach Bay on Friday during 
the 20-year project’s dedication 
ceremony. See  more on page 8.
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BY PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
APOLLO BEACH — Some South 

County business owners say if County 
Commissioners approve the plan recently 
submitted by the YMCA, it will amount 
to tax-exempt competition for private 
business owners. 

YMCA officials disagree. They say their 
mission is community betterment and that 
is why they are able to keep their 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt status.

Concerns of business people are rising 
because of a proposal for a public-private 
partnership between Hillsborough County 
and the YMCA to build a facility that 
could be as large as 30,000-square feet 
on land bordering both Big Bend Road 
in Riverview and Vance Vogel Park on 
Bullfrog Creek Road in Gibsonton.   

Business owners say this would be unfair 
because they are required to pay sales and 
property taxes, while the YMCA is not, yet 
they offer many of the same services as the 
YMCA.

“We paid more than $55,000 in property 
and sales taxes last year. I wish I had 
that to put back into the business so I 
could offer more programs,” said Logan 
Sultenfuss, co-owner of the Apollo Beach 
Racquet and Fitness Club. “The YMCA 
isn’t the same as when it was first started. 
Now it makes billions of dollars a year.”

Sultenfuss is not the only health club 
owner charging unfair competition from 
the YMCA.

The International Health, Racquet & 
Sports Club Association based in Boston, 
Mass., states that these days, the YMCA is 
selling fitness like a business.

“Charitable donations are finite when 
the YMCA operates like a business and 
competes with true charities. In fact, it’s a 
double hit because the public loses both tax 
revenue and vital charitable services,” said 
IHRSA spokeswoman Meredith Poppler in 
email and telephone interviews April 23.

Tom Looby, CEO of the Tampa 
Metropolitan Area YMCA explains that 
nationally, the Y does make billions of 
dollars annually. But it is permitted to 
keep its tax-exempt status because it not 
only scholarships families that cannot 
afford health clubs, but also performs 
other services. And because it is required 
to spend all its profits, it is able to offer 
many new programs which benefit whole 
communities. 

“For instance, Hillsborough County 
has the highest number of kid’s drowning 
deaths for any county in the entire nation,” 
Looby said. “So we have partnered with 
the county already to build two swimming 
pools and teach swimming.”

The local Y has also partnered with 
the county for a full facility in Town n’ 
Country, he said.

“It works well, because they have the 
land and no money for facilities, and we, as 
a tax-exempt organization, must spend our 
profits, so we can offer the programs most 
needed in various areas,” Looby continued. 
“Locally, one in four families is usually 
scholar shipped, but in the recession, now 

New high voltage electricity lines, 
substation under consideration

By MELODY JAMESON ■

BALM – Pointing to potentially higher 
demands for power in the near future, 
Tampa Electric Company is proposing 
a new substation and high voltage 
transmission lines here. 

The utility displayed and discussed 
aspects of its proposal last week in 
Wimauma for area residents, some of them 
expressing concerns about possible impacts 
on their physical health or property values. 

And, as those issues were being raised, 
one of the community’s most outspoken 
advocates assailed the very manner in 
which the company’s project was presented 
to its customers. 

Looking ahead about five years, Tampa 
Electric is considering an expansion of its 
Polk Power Station on S.R. 37 in southwest 
Polk County to include a new substation 
facility near the Balm-Boyette Road just 
north of C.R. 672, in Balm. The project 
also would involve construction of about 
40 miles of 230-kilovolt transmission 
line across Hillsborough County’s far 
southeastern corner which encompasses 
most of Balm. 

The proposal is dubbed the Polk Power to 
Fishhawk Substation Line in the company’s 
April 2 letter to customers and property 
owners in the area. An accompanying 
map outlines five potential routes for a 

transmission line carrying 230,000 volts of 
electricity. 

Each possible route would link an existing 
substation on Boyette Road near Fishhawk 
Boulevard, the proposed new substation 
close to the Boyette Road-Aspen Avenue 
intersection in Balm, another existing 

noaa / haRald RiChteR photo
Tornados such as this one in Texas are rare in Florida but severe 
weather is common.  Could a county-wide text messaging sys-
tem save lives in Hillsborough County?

See SUBSTATION PROPOSED, page 8

See TAX-EXEMPT COMPETITION, page 22See SAVING YOUR LIFE, page 20

of injuries.
The forecasts for severe weather by the National Weather Service 

no doubt saved many lives, but some emergency managers in the 
area also credited something else for saving lives and keeping resi-
dents safe: the use of cell phone emergency text messages.

With the growing preponderance of cell phone and text message 
usage, could such a system save lives in Hillsborough County?

The answer, of course, isn’t entirely clear. The state of Texas expe-
riences more than 150 tornadoes each year while such events are rel-
atively rare in Hillsborough County. Hurricanes are an annual threat, 
however they tend to be forecasted out days into the future, thus less-
ening the need for instant emergency communication and increasing 
the need for personal preparedness on the part of residents. Strong 
and potentially dangerous thunderstorms, however, are a continu-
ous threat, as are significant threats to specific neighborhoods due to 
ammonia pipeline leaks or even hazardous situations that may occur 
near railroad tracks, freeways, or at the Port of Tampa. A text mes-
sage system could also be used to communicate post-disaster infor-
mation if traditional telephone and cable lines are out assuming, of 
course, that cell towers are still available or are rapidly replaced.

When asked by The Observer News, Hillsborough County Com-
missioner Mark Sharpe agreed that an emergency text messaging 
system could be used for any number of scenarios. He, in turn, asked 
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue Emergency Management Director 
Preston Cook about it.

“We currently use several methods in Hillsborough County to no-
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Come Visit The Brand New Toyota Of Lakewood Today!
WE’RE CLOSER

THAN YOU THINK!

Introducing
EXPRESS

SERVICE
IN 1 HOUROR LESS!!!*

BRAND NEW 
2012 TOYOTA PRIUS

CVT, Two,
Mdl#1223

Or Buy For

$219
Per Month

Lease For

48 
MPG
Based on EPA 

Estimates

$22,991

BRAND NEW 
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

Auto, 4 Dr, 
Mdl#2546

Or Buy For

$21,491$189
Per Month

Lease For

35 
MPG
Based on EPA 

Estimates

BRAND NEW 
2012 TOYOTA COROLLA

Auto, 4 Dr, 
Mdl#1832

Or Buy For

$15,991$149
Per Month

Lease For

34 
MPG
Based on EPA 

Estimates

Bradenton
On SR64 Just Seconds West of I75, Exit 220

Only Minutes South of Ellenton Mall

877-268-1901
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30AM-8PM

The new toyota vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet or a livery or taxi vehicle.  Covers normal factory scheduled service for two years or 25,000 miles,  whichever occurs first. See participating dealer for coverage details.

When you purchase or lease a new Toyota, get 

MAINTENANCE FOR 2 YEARS/25,000 MILES 
PROVIDED BY TOYOTA

Includes Oil Changes & Major Services

ToyotaOfLakewood.com

TOYOTA OF LAKEWOOD

275 301

41

Ellenton
Mall

Tampa
Bay

All Leases are for 39 months with $3000 due at signing and $0 security deposit. Prices and payments exclude tax,tag, title, registration and include dealer fees. 12,000 miles per year, 18¢ per mile thereafter. 
With approved credit. *Express Service in 60 minutes or less is applicable only for the following services and only on a per service basis: Lube, oil & filter service, air filter and cabin filter replacement, tire 
rotation and balance, tire repairs, battery service and replacement, wiper blade replacement, brake adjustments, multipoint inspection, and headlight & tail light bulb replacement. †For a limited term on 

select models with approved credit. ^Interest accrues from date of purchase. All offers exclude tax,tag, title, registration and include dealer fees. See dealer for details. Offers Expire 4/30/2012.

SALES, 
SERVICE AND 
PARTS OPEN

7 
DAYS A 
WEEK

    $0
+ 0% APR

+ 0
= 0

Down

Financing†

Payments ‘Til 
the 4th of July^

Reasons Not To
Come In Today!

5C
 (10”) ×

 15.5 32308-G
TTL (4-26) sun city (lm

)

FREE SHUTTLE
TO ELLENTON MALL 
WHILE YOU WAIT!

Bigger & Better
Than Ever Before!

Non-synthetic oil only, up to 5 qts max plus tax and disposal fee. 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

OIL & FILTER 
CHANGE

$14.95
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Golf Club at Cypress Creek
1011 Cypress Village Blvd., Ruskin

813-634-8888 Ext. 2
Presents:

“Wild Wednesday” Early Birds
10% Off All Early Bird Specials

Wednesdays 4-7 p.m.

10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

All You Can Eat $1995

Sunday Brunch starts Sunday, April 29
10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. $17.95

BRUNCH

Regular dinner menu  begins 
serving at 5 p.m.

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Robyn Payant
President

Tom Payant
Chairman & CEO

We offer retirement planning and services tailored to
your individual needs since 1979

 • Retirement Planning • Investment Planning
• Investments • Life Insurance

• 401(k) Rollovers • IRA Accounts
• Wealth Protection

Visit our website at www.PayantFinancial.com
1653 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573

813-633-7333
Thomas A. Payant o�ers securities and insurance products through SagePoint Financial, Inc. and its a�liates, 

member FINRA/SIPC. Thomas A. Payant o�ers investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, 
Inc., a registered investment advisor not a�liated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS
Board Certified

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS
Board Certified

• Minimally Invasive Solution For Your Vein Problems 
• No Incisions
• Safe, Effective, Affordable  
• Insurance Accepted
• Accredited Ultrasound Lab
• In-Office Procedure

Feel Free To Show Your Legs!

813.634.9260  • www.ErasersInc.com
 4020 State Road 674, Suite 2, Sun City Center 

Apollo Beach channel dredging nearing reality
By MELODY JAMESON ■

APOLLO BEACH – Buoyed 
by the cooperation of several 
governmental entities, volunteers 
piloting a channel dredging effort 
here are tacking toward a June 
start date. 

They may have to trim 
sheets and weather a financial 
downdraft, however, to get there. 

The Apollo Beach Water 
Improvement Group (ABWIG) 
has raised about $108,000 in 
donations from companies and 
individuals in its most recent 
effort to finance silt cleaning of 
the channels that give outbound 
AB boaters access to Tampa Bay 
and to their home docks on the 
return trip. Len Berkstresser, 
ABWIG president, made the 
announcement to about 80 AB 
area residents during a community 
town hall hosted by the group last 
week. 

The session followed closely 
a meeting involving several 
agencies with expertise pertinent 
to the project and brought together 
by Sandy Murman, Hillsborough 
county commissioner representing 
District One that includes Apollo 
Beach. Murman, present for the 
town hall, noted that “you’ve 
been a strong group; you’ve 
raised money and you’ve raised 
your voices.” 

Those coming aboard to form 
a public-private partnership 
and help with the project in 
a variety of ways include 
Hillsborough’s Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation Department, 
the county’s Environmental 
Protection Commission, the 
county administration, The 
Southwest Florida Water 
Management District and the 
Tampa Port Authority, along with 
ABWIG, Bertstresser said. 

Their objective is arranging and 

financing dredging of the north 
and south channels to a depth of 
seven feet at mean low water, 
depositing the dredged material 
at minimal cost and employing 
the optimum means available to 
prevent facing the task again any 
time soon. The north channel, 
between the northern edge 
of Apollo Beach and Tampa 
Electric’s Big Bend power plant, 
rounds the tip of the AB Nature 
Park at the north terminus of 
Surfside Boulevard. The south 
channel serves the canals in the 
southern portions of the boating 
community, Andalucia as well as 
Symphony Isles and Mira Bay. 

Cleaning out the multiple 
smaller canals bordered by 
individual homesites and 
residents’ docks is not included 
in the project. Hillsborough 
County a few years ago offered 
waterfront home owners 
opportunity to create special 
taxing districts using a Municipal 
Services Taxing Unit (MSTU) 
concept whereby they could 
repay canal dredging costs the 
county would underwrite for them 
with a new tax added to annual 
property tax assessments over a 
period of years. Few canal front 
homeowners were interested. 

The original estimated cost of 
the channel dredging project was 
$350,000. 

Berkstresser indicated the scope 
of work in and around the north 
channel will include not only 
dredging but also renourishing 
the beach portion of the nature 
park and installing WADs, the 
pyramid-shaped, hollow concrete 
wave attenuation devices that 
redirect wave action and are 
expected to both prevent beach 
erosion and protect the channel 
from re-silting. 

The county administration 

and the parks department 
have indicated financial help 
forthcoming from their budgets, 
Berkstresser said. However, he 
added that the north channel work 
cannot be undertaken this summer 
because the funding is not yet in 
place and it cannot be undertaken 
during cold months because of 
the manatee population wintering 
in the warm power plant run-off 
waters. Consequently, this portion 
of the project probably will be 
scheduled during the summer of 
2013.

Work on the south channel 

dredging, however, could be 
undertaken early this summer, if 
the financial burden were shared 
among all of the benefitting 
neighborhoods, the president 
added. 

The ABWIG dredging fund now 
standing at more than $100,000 
was kicked off initially with 
a $35,000 donation by Tampa 
Electric Company. The utility 
added another $15,000 to that 
figure when asked for help a 
second time, Berkstresser noted. 
Symphony Isles has contributed 
$30,000 to the project and 
Andalucia pledged $3,500. The 
Mira Bay Mariners stepped up 
with a $1,000 contribution. In 
addition, private parties have 
made cash and in-kind donations, 
Berkstresser said, and dozens of 
smaller contributions by members 
of the AB community have 
swelled the kitty further. 

But when pressed, Berkstresser 
also acknowledged that neither 
the Mira Bay community 
as a whole nor Newland 
Communities, the Mira Bay 
developer now poised to begin 
the massive Waterset collection 
of neighborhoods on the east side 
of U.S. 41, have responded to the 
funding campaign even though 
Mira Bay homeowners stand to 
benefit considerably in both the 

short and long terms.
Concerned about the potential 

for a closing window of 
opportunity if permits now in 
hand are not exercised in a timely 
manner before expiration dates, 
he added that the campaign needs 
another $40,000, and quickly. 

Nonetheless, the ABWIG leader 
said he still has a dredging start 
date penciled in on his June 
calendar. “The tipping point is 
$150,000,” he said, adding that he 
remains optimistic “it is doable.” 

Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Dollar $tretcher
Want to live better on the money you 

already make? Visit www.stretcher.
com to find hundreds of articles to help 
you stretch your day and your dollar! 
© 2011 Dollar Stretcher, Inc.  

Extra Income
I have done a lot to cut expenses and 

even went back to work full time to 
generate more income for the family. 
However, I am still in debt. I contacted 
the school board and arranged for a 
foreign high school student to stay with 
us for the eight months of the school 
term starting in September. I will net 
about $500 per month in stipend after 
expenses. In Ontario, the stipend is 
not rental income and therefore not 
taxable as income. I have an extra 
bedroom and have two high school 
aged children of my own. Although 
there will be some sacrifices, I expect 
there will be many gains. One of them 
will be putting around an extra $500 
each month towards paying off my 
debts. 

    Helen K.

Melody JaMeson photo
With the help of a detailed aerial map, Len Berkstresser, president of the Apollo Beach Waterway Im-
provement Group (above), points out specific locations targeted for dredging as the group continues its 
efforts to clean the south and north channels of built-up, boat-barring silt.  The group has raised more 
than $100,000 for the project and is looking toward a June start date.

Fundraiser organized
A fundraiser is scheduled for 

Lila Ruiz, a local three-year-old 
suffering from Megacystis-Mi-
corcolon-Intetinal-Hypoperistalsis 
syndrome from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
this Saturday, April 28 at Winthrop 
Barn, 11349 Bloomingdale Ave., 
Riverview. This life threatening 
genetic disorder is very rare. Dur-
ing her short life Lila has endured 
29 surgeries, monthly hospital 
stays and visits to specialists in 
four states.

This event will feature music, 
monster trucks, car shows, bounce 
houses, balloons, face painting, 
giveaways, a silent auction, food 
and fun. To find out more about 
the fundraiser, go to www.stay-
stronglila.com or call Sandy Mar-
tinez at 813-309-2395.
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sunhill optical

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Sun Hill 
Optical
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Station
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Sav- A- Lot

HWY. 60 Boyette Rd. S.R. 674
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VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

SUN CITY CENTER
(813) 634-6344

Sun Hill Optical

2 Complete Pairs
of Eyeglasses

Some restrictions apply. Most prescriptions.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 5/10/12 CR39

CONTACTS Progressive
No-Line Bifocalsmonth supply 

starter kit with 
exam7 $99$149

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, examination or treatment

INSURANCES ACCEPTED: 
United Healthcare, EyeMed, 

VBA, Spectra, Humana, Freedom, 
VCP, Advantica, Optimum, Davis 

Vision and many more

Vision insurance for employees of Hillsborough 
County, Media General, Publix, Citigroup, 

Verizon, FedEX, Ford, and many more.
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7 $99$149

 Expires 5/10/12

$99$99

with rebate

Some restrictions apply. 
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 5/10/12 CR39

Some restrictions apply.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 5/10/12 CR39
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The battleground of fear is here, 
right where you are standing. It is 
not in some far off place. That’s 
the funny thing about fear. It 
always gives the impression that 
if you avoid it now, you can fight 
the battle later. But the truth is 
that when you avoid the situation 
causing you fear, fear has won the 
battle. Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 
“He has not learned the lesson 
of life who does not every day 
surmount a fear.”

What are your fears? What causes 
you to aim low and to accept less? 
What causes you to cower in fright 
and miss the delights of the day? 
Sometimes just facing our fears 
is enough to make them vanish. I 
remember as a child I was afraid 
of the dark. When night came and 
I had to retire to my room, every 
shadow turned into a monster 
and even the slightest noise was 
cause for fright. I didn’t want to 
tell my folks of my fear because 
I thought they would think me a 
baby. Somehow though my father 
sensed my fear and he turned the 

Controlling fear from within
dreaded bedtime into a game. 
Every night he would ask me to 
help him make a safety check of 
the bedrooms. We would 
look under the beds and 
in the closets. He would 
not stop looking until 
I assured him all was 
clear. Not once do I 
remember him making 
fun of my fear. You see, 
he knew that even if the 
threat was not real, the 
fear of it was. He taught 
me a great lesson. Fear 
is real to the one feeling it, and the 
best way to rid that person of the 
fear is to help them discover there 
is nothing to fear, not just tell them 
there is nothing to fear.

Just like my childhood fear of 
the dark, most of our fears do not 
come from external sources, but 
rather from inside ourselves.  As 
Pogo once said, “We have met 
the enemy and they are us.” The 
greatest fear, according to the 
book of lists, is the fear of public 
speaking. Now why should one 

fear standing in front of a group of 
people and sharing with them our 
ideas, thoughts and convictions? 

The answer is simple: 
we fear being judged 
inadequate by the 
listeners. We fear that 
the listeners will laugh 
at us. We fear that we 
will lose the esteem of 
the audience. These are 
all internally generated 
fears. We can decide to 
give in to the fear, avoid 
putting ourselves in a 

speaking situation, and therefore 
lose the battle without a fight; 
or we can battle the enemy by 
challenging the premises causing 
the fear. I’ve watched many people 
come into my presentation skills 
classes absolutely petrified; but as 
we challenged their fears, we found 
most of them had no basis in fact. 
As to being judged inadequate, 
almost anyone has the capability to 
speak before a group. Practice, of 
course, builds confidence; but your 
audience will give you points just 
for being up there because they’re 
glad it’s not them. Failing to do 
something for fear of someone 
else’s laughter is a sad reason for 
inaction. If the audience should 
find you hysterically funny, you 
might have stumbled upon your 
talent as a comedian, and that’s 
not all bad. As to esteem, if you 
will stand up before the group, 
conquering a fear every member of 
the audience has, you cannot help 
but garner esteem, rather than lose 
it. So, to conquer fear and win the 
battle, determine whether the fear 
comes from within or without. You 
have control over that fear which 
comes from within, but only if you 
exercise it.

Finally, keep these words of 
Mark Twain in mind, “Courage 
is resistance to fear, mastery of 

fear—not absence of fear. Except 
a creature be part coward, it is not 
a compliment to say it is brave; 
it is merely a loose application 
of the word.  Consider the flea—
incomparably the bravest of all 
the creatures of God, if ignorance 
of fear were courage.” The 
battleground of fear is here. Are 
you a person of courage?

Hodges is a nationally recog-
nized speaker, trainer and syn-
dicated columnist. He also hosts 
an interview-format television 
program, Spotlight on Govern-
ment, on the Tampa Bay Commu-
nity Network which airs Mondays 
at 8 p.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. (Bright House channel 950, 
Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodg-
esvideos.com. Phone: 813-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com 
Website: www.billhodges.com”

Kissimmee Chain of Lakes aquatic 
plant management meeting is May 2

On May 2, a public meeting 
about aquatic plant management 
on the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes 
will be held at the city of Lake 
Wales Administration Building, 
201 Central Ave. W.  The meeting 
is from 6-8 p.m. The goal of this 
meeting is to solicit public input 
on the management of invasive 
aquatic plants. 

“In this continuing series of 
public meetings, we want to keep 
abreast of what business owners, 
property owners, anglers, hunters, 
bird watchers, airboaters and 
others who have a vested interest 
in the chain of lakes are thinking,” 

said Danielle Schobl, Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) invasive plant 
management biologist.

Public input from the wide variety 
of user groups on the Kissimmee 
Chain of Lakes, which includes 
lakes Kissimmee, Hatchineha, 
Cypress, Jackson, Tohopekaliga 
and East Lake Tohopekaliga, is 
critical to maintaining a well-
balanced approach to managing 
hydrilla and other invasive aquatic 
plants.

For more details about the 
meeting, contact Danielle Schobl 
at 863-534-7074.
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TechPlayzone Science and Technology 
Summer Camps in Southshore

There will be 9 weeks of stand-alone camps (June 11-Aug. 17) at 13208 
Boyette Rd., Riverview, 1/4 mile west of Bell Shoals Road.

The activities include Video Game Creation, Hands-on Science Exper-
i ments, LEGO Mindstorms Robotics and Green Screen Movie Making 
for K-8th grade students. The cost for a half day (9 a.m. to noon) is $100; 
or a full day (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) is $175.

Special events at TechPlayzone:
Open House and Scratch Day Celebration • May 19 •  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Games, contests, and prizes.
Upcoming Events:
Open House • May 19 • 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Food, fun, prizes, Lego build-

ing contests. 
First Lego League (FLL) informational meeting • June 2, 2012 • 10 a.m. 

for students interested in  forming the Robotics Competitive Team.
For more infomation, call or email Desh Bagley, owner, at  www.tech-

playzone.com. (813) 684-7329. techplayzone@gmail.com.

Approximately 60,000 middle school students from public, private, charter and  magnet 
schools compete in Science Fairs around the state of Florida. St. Stephens Catholic School 
on Boyette Road in Riverview, had outstanding success this year in competing at the 
District and State  Level  Science, 
Technology, Math and Engineer-
ing Fairs.

Marisa  Luciano,  seventh grade; 
Colton Lewis, sixth grade; and 
Patrick McCormick, sixth grade, 
each won their division at the Dis-
trict Science Fair. 

This is the first time in the history 
of the school, that 3 students won 
their categories. Marisa Luciano 
won first place in Jr. Medicine and 
Health with “Is Dance A Sport;” 
Colton Lewis won first place in Jr. 
Physics with “Magnets in Charge;” 
and Patrick McCormick won first 
place in Jr. Computer Science with 
“Animation Calculation.”

Under the guidance of science 
teacher Caryl Nolan, the students 
were extremely successful with 
their projects which consisted of 
creating a  hypothesis and using a 
project board complete with data, 
graphs,  research paper and results, 
all with the application of the sci-
entific process. Colton Lewis also 
won the Nelda Mason Memorial 
Award for the most outstanding 
hands on project.

Proud winners  representing St. Stephens Catholic School from left to right: Patrick McCormick, Colton 
Lewis and Marisa Luciano.

St. Stephens Catholic School students excel in Science Fair
The three students then became members of “Team Hillsborough,” along with other 

winners from the district, and competed at the largest Academic STEM contest of the 
state. Marisa ‘wowed” the judges with her project “Is Dance A Sport?”, in which she pro-

vided data that entailed measuring 
the heart rate and using the “talk 
test” while subjects were dancing, 
to show that indeed dance should 
be considered a sport. 

Colton won 4th place in the larg-
est category of Jr. Physics and 
 Astronomy combined. Using two 
electromagnets that he built, test-
ing the ability in the strength of 
the lifting powers using 5 different 
 voltages.

Patrick won first place in Jr. 
Computer Science. He created a 
stop  motion animation to have 
students determine at what point 
the video went from choppy to 
smooth.

He was able to prove his hypoth-
esis that at 20 frames per second 
the video appeared smooth. Pat-
rick was also one of the select few, 
who was nominated to compete in 
Broadcom Master competition in 
Washington D.C.

It is very rare that so many top 
winners come from such a small 
private school. St. Stephens Cath-
olic School has approximately 300 
 students.

 Eagles Set Their Weekly Activities
The Ruskin Eagles, FOE, located at 1205 1st 

St. S.W. has scheduled the following weekly 
activities.

All events and activities of the Eagles Club 
are supported by the members and members’ 
guests.

The FOE Aerie meet at 7 p.m. the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month. The Ladies’ Auxiliary 
meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday. Eagle Riders meet the 
2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, April 26 -- Bar Games at 3 p.m.

Friday, April 27 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, April 28 — NO DINNER.  Music by Bert & Sassy from 
6:30 to 10:30 p.m.          

Sunday, April 29 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m.

Monday, April 30 — Bingo at 6 p.m.    

Tuesday, May 1 — Come on down and socialize.

Wednesday,  May 2 — Wings  and  Things at 5 p.m. OH SO GOOD! 
Bar Games at 6 p.m.

For more information, call the club at 645-2922.              

Local future farmer takes first place
“Well, today I’d like to demonstrate how to make a particularly canine 

version of a garden container that might get a few howls of delight from 
your neighbor,” Madi Brown exclaimed, beginning what would turn out 
to be her district winning Ornamental Horticulture Demonstration. This 
event was held April 3 at the First Baptist Church of Dover.

The OH Demo is a detailed contest available to FFA members across 
the state of Florida. It is broken down into five individual categories: 
Artistic Arrangement, Consumer Use, Landscaping, Marketing, and Pro-
duction. Each contestant is required to demonstrate a unique ‘how to’ 
that falls into one of the available categories, accompanied by a speech 
and visual aid. The entire demonstration can be no longer than ten min-
utes, requiring the demonstrator to create a quick and fluent manner of 
presentation. Afterwards the contestant is scored on their ability to an-
swer a variety of questions asked on the spot by three judges.

Madi Brown, representing the Lennard FFA Chapter, competed in the 
Artistic Arrangement category with her interesting take on a container 
garden called ‘Peat the Pot Puppy.’ Her efforts were not wasted, as she 
earned a first place for her chapter. She will have the opportunity to 
compete at the State Level April 27 at the University of Florida campus 
in Gainesville. 

Madi Brown holding her first place plaque after competing in the 
Ornamental Horticulture Demo competition.

Helping to fight cancer
The VFW Post 8108, along with its Ladies’ and Men’s Auxiliaries are 

working hard in the community to enhance awareness and support the 
fight against cancer. They are asking for your support to help them in this 
important cause, so they may help their follow veterans that are suffering 
in this battle for their lives.

A Cancer Fundraiser Drive will be held at 5 p.m. on Saturday, May 12 
at VFW Post 8108,  located at 7504 Riverview 
Dr. in Riverview, to help raise funds for cancer 
aid and research. At 6:30 p.m. there will be an 
open bar, free food (‘til it’s gone), door  prizes, 
basket raffles, silent  auctions and a 50/50. 
Entertainment will be provided by Taylor and 
Taylor and karaoke with Tito & Debi. They are 
asking for a $5 donation at the door.

VFW Post 8108 and its Ladies’ and Men’s Auxiliaries have set a goal 
to raise $10,000 in one night through silent auctions, raffles and cash 
donations. Just like the cure for cancer...it is a lofty goal, but with com-
munity help they know they can reach the unreachable.

For more information, call Laura Swanson at (813) 230-8289.

Make your own 
solar cooker

Join the County’s Extension 
Serv ice, 5339 County Road 579 in 
Seffner and learn how to make and 
use a solar cooker. A $5 donation 
will be requested to cover cost of 
food and supplies.

Participants are asked to bring 
some basic supplies, and by the 
end of the workshop they should 
have a functioning solar cooker. 
Basic instructions for cooking and 
some recipes will be provided. 

After the end of the class, par-
ticipants will be able to prepare 
for power outages or emergencies, 
have hot meals if the power goes 
off, use the sun to cook food and 
reduce energy costs.

The classes will take place on 
the following dates:

Saturday, June 2 • 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Register at http://solarcook-
er060212.eventbrite.com

Friday, June 22 • 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Register at http://solarcook-
erjune2212.eventbrite.com

Saturday, July 7 • 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Register at http://solarcook-
ersjuly072012.eventbrite.com

A detailed list of materials will 
be sent when participants register 
for the workshop. Some materials 
will be supplied. A $5 donation 
will be requested to cover cost of 
food and supplies.

For more information, call Mary 
Keith at Extension Service, (813) 
744-5519, ext. 54136.

Pick a fairytale; 
kiss a frog

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! All the prin-
cesses and knights from across 
the land are gathering at an event 
that’s sure to be grand. The Lowry 
Park Zoo’s first ever Fairytales and 
Frogs event from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 29. 

Dress as your favorite fairytale 
character for a day of discovery 
and fun with frogs. Meet real frogs 
and toads, and the zookeepers who 
care for them.

For more information visit www.
lowryparkzoo.com

American Sewing 
Guild to meet

The Brandon/Eastbay Chapter 
of the American Sewing Guild 
will meet on Wednesday, May 2 
at the Brandon Recreation Center, 
located at 502 East Sadie Street in 
Brandon.

Coffee will be served at 9:30 
a.m. with a business meeting at 10 
a.m.

Costumes and dance will be the 
program this month. Newcomers 
are always welcome. 

For more information, call Dar-
lene Youmans at (813) 671-8852.

Girls’ Camp 
begins July 30

The GFWC Brandon Junior 
Woman’s Club will again be host-
ing the annual Teen Forum from 
July 30-Aug. 3 at Nativity Catho-
lic Church, 705 E. Brandon Blvd. 
in Brandon.

The week-long, half-day camp 
is for girls entering 6th, 7th or 8th 
grades. Speakers will be provided 
on topics ranging from self-esteem 
and fitness to service as well as 
crafts, team activities, snacks and 
prizes.

Reserve your spot now by going 
to www.thebjwc.com to print the 
form and send it with payment of 
$70 to Brandon Junior Woman’s 
Club, P.O. Box 66, Brandon, FL 
33509.

For more information, call  Donna 
Griffin at (813) 244-4758.
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813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza   

Missing?

We offer technologically advanced lens implants for cataract surgery 
patients, including Crystalens®, ReSTOR® and Toric™ which can 
improve vision near, far and in between!

Call 813-633-3065 for a consultation with Dr. Jeffrey Davis
to find out which lens implant is right for YOU!

Ask us how Lifestyle Lens Implants are helping many 
people enjoy clearer vision.

Don’t let cataracts hinder your lifestyle.

Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

Fellowship-trained Cornea 
Specialist, Lasik and 

Cataract Surgeon
YourEyeDoctors.com

What  are 
youMissing?

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 5/31/12

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15am-6pm • Sat. 7:15am-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 5/10/12

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

temporary blockage of blood flow 
to the brain, and can be a warn-
ing sign that a major stroke may 
soon be coming. That’s why mini-
strokes need to be treated like 
emergencies.
Who’s Vulnerable?

A person is more likely to suffer 
a TIA or stroke if they are over-
weight or inactive, have high blood 
pressure, elevated cholesterol or 
diabetes. Other factors that boost 
the risks are age (over 60), smok-
ing, heart disease, atrial fibrilla-
tion and having a family history 
of stroke. Men also have a greater 
risk for stroke than women, and 
African Americans and Hispanics 
are at higher risk than those of 
other races.
Warning Signs

The symptoms of a mini-stroke 
are the same as those of a full-
blown stroke, but can be subtle 
and short-lived, and they don’t 
leave any permanent damage. 
They include:

• Sudden numbness or weakness 
of the face, arm or leg on one side 
of the body.

• Sudden confusion, trouble 
speaking or understanding.

• Sudden trouble seeing in one or 
both eyes.

• Sudden trouble walking, 
 dizziness, loss of balance or 
coordination.

• Sudden, severe headache with 
no known cause.

Anyone who is having any of 
these symptoms should call 911 
immediately. Or, if you’ve had 
any of them and they went away, 
ask some one to drive you to the 
emergency room or nearby stroke 
center as soon as possible and tell 

Dear Savvy Senior,
How can a person know if they’ve 

had a stroke? My 70-year-old hus-
band had a spell a few weeks ago 
where he suddenly felt dizzy for no 
apparent reason and had trouble 
talking and walking because his 
left side went numb, but it went 
away after a few minutes and he 
feels fine now.

Seems Fine

Dear Seems,
It’s very possible that your 

husband may have had a “mini-
stroke” also known as a transient 
ischemic attack (TIA), and if he 
hasn’t already done so, he needs to 
see a doctor pronto.

Each year, more than a quarter-
million Americans have a mini-
stroke, but only about half of them 
realize what’s happening. That’s 
because the symptoms are usually 
fleeting (lasting only a few min-
utes, up to an hour or two), caus-
ing most people to ignore them or 
brush them off as no big deal. But 
anyone who has had a mini-stroke 
is 10 times more likely to have a 
full-blown stroke, which can cause 
long-term paralysis, impaired 
memory, loss of speech or vision, 
or even death.

A mini-stroke is caused by a 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

The Often Ignored Warning Signs of a Mini-Stroke

THE SAVVY SENIOR

them you may have had stroke.
Take This Quiz

More than one-third of mini-
stroke suffers will eventually have 
a full-blown stroke, unless their 
underlying conditions are treated. 
If your husband did have a mini-
stroke and did not get medical 
treatment, this self-assessment 
quiz (known as the ABCD2 tool) 
can estimate his risk of having 
a major stroke in the very near 
future.

• Age: If over age 60 – 1 point.
• Blood pressure: If his systolic 

blood pressure (top number) is 
higher than 140 mmHg and/or dia-
stolic blood pressure (bottom num-
ber) is higher than 90 – 1 point.

• Clinical features: If he had 
weakness on one side of your body 
during your mini-stroke – 2 points. 
If you had a speech disturbance 
without weakness – 1 point.

• Duration of symptoms: If his 
symptoms lasted for 10 minutes to 
an hour – 1 point. If they lasted an 
hour or longer – 2 points.

• Diabetes: If he has diabetes – 1 
point.

If his score is 3 or less, his risk 
of having a major stroke within a 
month of his TIA is 2 percent. A 
score of 4 or 5 indicates about an 
8 percent risk for stroke within 30 
days and a 10 percent risk within 
90 days. And a score of 6 or 7 esti-
mate a 16 percent chance of stroke 
in 30 days and around 20 percent 
within 90 days.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, 
OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. 
Jim Miller is a contributor to the 
NBC Today show and author of “The 
Savvy Senior” book.

Reddick Elementary receives literacy 
grant from Interfaith Council

Mrs. Moss, the Academic Intervention Specialist (AIS) of Reddick 
Elementary School in Wimauma was the proud recipient of a literacy 
grant from Interfaith Council of Greater Sun City Center. The grant was 
obtained to purchase a variety of books, book baggies, etc. for the AIS 
students to use for reading at home and to also help the students want to 
become lifelong readers.

Mrs. Moss is not only appreciative of the grant donation, but she is 
also appreciative that Interfaith Council provided a way for struggling 
readers to enjoy additional books in the comfort of their homes. Children 
not only need to read a lot but they also need access to books they can 
read (Allington, 2001). The AIS Literacy Grant project helps to support 
this idea.

Mrs. Moss and some of her students displaying their new reading 
materials.

Diner’s coupon booklet available
The Sun City Center Kiwanis Club is offering their 2012/2013 

Diner’s Coupon booklet for sale at the Kiosk in the Atrium Community 
Association. Kiwanis members will be there from 9 a.m to noon on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during April and May 2012. Tickets 
will also be available from SCC Chamber of Commerce.

This year they have ten excellent restaurants offering discounts. They 
include: Apollo’s Bistro, Beanie’s, Beef O’Brady’s, Bella Cucina,  Copper 
Penny, The Docks, Ozzies Buffet & Grill, Seafood Dive, Shenaniganz, 
and Sunshine Cafe (who just opened). Donate $10 and save up to $50.
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SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Adult Program/Event Highlights
April 26-May 2

Internet: Viruses, Spyware, Phishing Scams and More! 
Thursday, April 26 • 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.

Learn how to surf the Internet while avoiding common scams and 
pitfalls that can compromise your security. Learn about different 

types of malicious software, how they get on the personal computer, 
how to remove them, and precautions to take when using the internet. 

Registration is available at branch opening.

The Buzz on Bees 
Saturday, April 28 • 2 to 3 p.m.

Explore the amazing world of bees! Local bee enthusiast and 
keeper, John Wilmoth will share his passion for beekeeping and bee 
 conservation. Learn about the different types of bees, their life cycle, 
and the important role they play. This family friendly program will 

highlight the tools of the trade and feature real bees.

Mouse and Keyboard
Tuesday, May 1 • 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.

In part one, learn how to grip, move and click the buttons on the 
mouse. In part two, you will learn the keys on the computer keyboard. 

This is a beginner level class. Registration in person required 
no earlier than one hour prior to the start of the program.

eBooks for Tablets and SmartPhones
Wednesday, May 2 • 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 
a Android, Blackberry, iPad, iPhone or Windows 7 devices using a 

free app. Learn how to register for a free Adobe ID to wirelessly check 
out and download library eBooks to an electronic tablet. Limit: 20. 

Presented by the Tampa Bay Library Consortium.

English Conversation Classes
Wednesday, May 2 • 1 to 2 p.m.

Adults (18 years or older) are invited to practice their English 
 conversational skills with English speakers. No registration is required 

to participate. Co-sponsored by the Hillsborough Literacy Council 
and the Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System. For more 
information, contact the Hillsborough Literacy Council at 273-3650.

Mah Jongg Club
Wednesday, May 2 • 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Enjoy an evening of the popular table game, Mah Jongg, featuring chal-
lenging play for experienced players and instruction for beginners. The 
American Rules will be used. Spectators are welcome!  Participants are 
asked to bring their own Mah Jongg set or card. Limited to 16 players. 
Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 273-3652. Funding 

provided by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

SouthShore Needle People
Wednesday, May 2 • 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 
about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners 

are welcome! Bring a project and ask us questions!

‘Tribute to America’ concert planned
The South Shore Symphony Orchestra will present ‘Tribute to  America’ 

at 7 p.m. on Friday, May 4. The concert is sponsored by St. Anne  Catholic 
Church and the South Shore Music Makers. This concert will showcase 
many great American composers and their music. It is to be conducted 
by Dr. Susan Bailey Robinson.

This is the last concert of the 
Winter Series Concert Season 
2011-12. A Summer Series is 
planned, starting with a concert 
on July 6 to celebrate the 4th 
of July and another in August. 
Tickets for the Summer Concerts 
will be open seating and $10 
each at the door. The 2012-13 
Winter Series Concert Season 
will be announced at that time. 

Music to be performed by the South Shore Symphony Orchestra in 
‘Tribute to America’ is:

Symphony #9 in E Minor “From the New World,” Antonin Dvorak
Fanfare for the Common Man, Aaron Copland
Shenandoah Traditional Arr. by Jack Bullock
An American Symphony, Michael Kamen 
Stars and Stripes Forever, John Phillip Sousa
Tickets for ‘Tribute to America are: cash or check, $20 prepaid, $21 at 

the door and $10 for students (ages 8-16 with proof of age). They may be 
purchased at Sun City Center Chamber of Commerce, Sun City Center 
Plaza, The South Shore Chamber of Commerce, Ruskin, U.S. Hwy. 41 
and Apollo Beach, MiraBay and Sweetbay Plaza.

Moffett oral Surgery
& Dental IMplant Center

Jeffrey V. Moffett, D.M.D., P.A.
Big Bend Professional Park

13136 Vail Ridge Drive - Riverview, FL 33579

813-677-3331
www.MoffettOralSurgery.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Most Insurance Accepted

Nitrous Oxide and I.V. Sedation Available

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ 
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Officials dedicate a Tampa Bay jewel

U.S. Congresswoman Kathy 
Castor thanks those in 
attendance at the ceremony for 
their work and dedication in 
making the project a success.

On Friday, residents and 
officials from numerous 
agencies gathered to dedicate 
the completion of a 20-year 
restoration project at Cockroach 
Bay. The Cockroach Bay 
Ecosystem Restoration Project 
represents one of the largest, most 
complex ecosystem restoration 
projects ever developed for 
Tampa Bay.  The 20-year project 
was initiated and managed 
by the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District’s 
Surface Water Improvement 
and Management Program and 
the Hillsborough county Parks, 
Recreation and Conservations 
Department.

Before the restoration, the 
area suffered from a number of 
environmental problems including 
habitat degradation, invasive 
plant infestation and poor water 
quality.  Hillsborough County 
purchased the 500-acre property 
in 1991.  Since that time, 176 tons 
of garbage have been removed 
from the site and more than 2,500 
volunteers have helped to plant 
trees and grasses as part of the 
restoration.

U.S. Congresswoman Kathy 
Castor and Hillsborough County 
Commissioner Sandra Murman 
both spoke at a dedication 
ceremony for the project.  “All of 
you have played a very significant 
and important role on behalf 
of this wonderful Tampa Bay 
project,” Castor said to those 
in attendance, which included 
former county commissioner Jan 
Platt and officials from the Tampa 
Port Authority that helped to fund 
the project.

Afterwards, the Suncoast 
Seabird Sanctuary released four 

The 500 acre site is home to one of the most complex restoration projects in Tampa Bay.

rehabilitated seabirds over the 
restoration area.

Cockroach Bay is open not only 
to seabirds and other wildlife but 
also to visitors.  It is located at 
3709 Gulf City Road in Ruskin.

Hillsborough County 
Commissioner Sandra Murman

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS

substation at State Roads 674 and 
39 and the Polk power station just 
south of S.R. 640 in Polk County’s 
southwest corner. 

Each of the five routes identified 
by the utility put the high voltage 
lines along Boyette Road from the 
Fishhawk substation south to the 
proposed new facility in Balm and 
along S.R. 674 from S.R. 39 east 
to S.R. 37 and then northeast to the 
Polk power station. The variations 
come into play when routing the 
transmission line from the new 
substation to S.R. 674, through the 
Balm community. 

One scenario would place it just 
north of C.R. 672 on a generally 
straight alignment east to S.R. 
39 and then south to S.R. 674. A 
second potential route places the 
transmission line north of 672 but 
then takes it south across the road 
and through rural area west of 39 
before connecting with the Mines 
Substation at 674 and 39. 

Yet another routing would put 
the power line on a southwest 
alignment from the new substation 
out to 674 and then eastward while 
a fourth would take it south along 
Carlton Lake Road to 674 and 
then east. Still another possibility 
dog legs the line south along the 
Balm-Wimauma Road to 674 and 
eastward. 

In each instance, the line would 
be adjacent to scattered residential 
properties, interspersed with 
agricultural acreages and vacant 
land. 

None of the routes, however, are 
settled, said Cherie Jacobs, Tampa 
Electric spokesperson. The utility 

anticipates that as the recession 
fades and economic conditions 
improve, demand for electrical 
power will increase, she added. 
In southeast Hillsborough, the 
company has adopted a five-year 
perspective, looking ahead to 2017. 

Part of that perspective, Jacobs 
noted, is recognition that some 
of the contracts for purchase of 
electrical power that the utility 
has with other suppliers soon will 
expire. Consequently, the company 
is evaluating all options, looking 
for the most cost effective direction 
to meet the demand, which might 
be the Polk plant expansion. 

A choice among the options 
could come in August, Jacobs 
indicated, when the company 
is to provide a Petition of Need 
to Florida’s Public Service 
Commission. She said that the 
costs of the entire project have not 
been pinned down. 

Using the “open house” format 
which offers interested visitors 
visual descriptions of a project 
at various stations around a 
room, the utility conducted three 
public meetings on the proposed 
expansion during April. The 
two held prior to the Wimauma 
session were in Lithia and 
Fishhawk churches. Attendance 
at the Fishhawk meeting topped 
100, Jacobs said, while 30 to 35 
area residents attended each of 
the other two. Written comments 
made by those attending the three 
sessions centered on health related 
questions and property value 
impacts, she added.

There is “no consensus about the 

health impacts” of high voltage 
power lines, the spokeswoman 
said, noting that Florida regulates 
magnetic fields and that Tampa 
Electric complies with state 
standards. Jacobs also said she had 
no data regarding potential impacts 
on real estate values.

As some citizens pondered 
these matters, Marcella Osteen, 
Balm resident and immediate 
past president of the Balm Civic 
Association, voiced strong 
opposition to the open house 
format used by Tampa Electric 
for presentation of the project. 
The open house concept places 
the burden of obtaining factual 
information on those attending 
rather than on the host, she said. 
Citizens are forced to frame and 
ask the right questions in order 
to get full useful information 
instead of the company stepping 
up to provide it voluntarily, 
Osteen emphasized, and “if the 
right questions are not asked, the 

New substation proposed
Continued from page 1 ■

company can avoid providing 
data which could be important 
to citizens. Yet the company 
still appears to have conducted a 
reasonable public outreach.”

Jacobs pointed out that the open 
house format allows citizens to 
come and go at their convenience 
and to explore the displays that 

most interest them. “We appreciate 
all feedback,” she added.

Project Manager Arlee Jones, 
who discussed Osteen’s complaint 
with her, said later that he 
suggested she add her views on the 
open house format to a comment 
card “and I told her I would 
consider it when I review the 
comments.” 
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Five possible routes of a 230 KV 
power transmission line are traced 
on this Tampa Electric Company 
map of  Balm and southeast 
Hillsborough County used last week 
as the utility explained a potential 
expansion to meet future power 
demands. The project would link an 
existing substation near Fishhawk 
with a new substation at Balm (left) 
and connect with another existing 
substation at Ft. Lonesome (lower 
center) as well as the utility’s Polk 
Power Station in southwest Polk 
County (right). The high voltage 
line could run north and east of the 
community or west and south of it.

MElOdy JAMESON PHOTOS
Using a scaled, three-dimensional model of Tampa Electric Compa-
ny’s Polk Power Station in southwest Polk County, utility personnel 
explained a possible expansion of the facility for South County citi-
zens last week that would put a new substation in Balm, along with 
a high voltage transmission line on either its north or south border.  
Here, Chuck Walters, a project engineer (right), points out aspects 
of the Polk plant for Nate Alcoz (left), an environmental specialist on 
the utility’s staff. The possible expansion is part of a five-year plan 
to meet future power demands.  
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TECH TALK

Retired Military: Do you want 
to help your grandchildren have 
a better chance to enroll in the 
United States Naval Academy?

To find out the best way to 
achieve this, attend the Friday, 
May 4, luncheon meeting of 
the Silver Osprey Squadron, at 
The Plaza Club, Freedom Plaza, 
3932 Upper Creek Drive. CAPT. 
Richard Petrucci, USN (Ret.) is 
the guest speaker. He graduated 
from the Naval Academy in 1961, 
was designated a Naval Aviator in 
1963, and served in the Navy for 
25 years. His flying assignments 
included squadron commander. He 
has over 7,500 hours of pilot time. 

Since retirement, Captain 
Petrucci has been a Naval Academy 
Blue and Gold Officer, for many 

years. These officers are located in 
every state and play a major part 
in the admissions process for the 
Naval Academy. Over the years 
Captain Petrucci has counseled 
more than 200? Applicants. The 
earlier an applicant can meet a 
Blue and Gold Officer, the better 
his or her chances of admission.

Since Captain Petrucci’s home 
state has been Florida since 1998, 
he could be especially helpful to 
your grandchildren who live in 
Florida, but his knowledge of Blue 
and Gold officers in other states 
could be helpful also.

To reserve a seat at the table, call 
Bill Shanks at (813) 634-3194 or 
e-mail WSHANKS@tampabay.
rr.com. All checks must be received 
by Wednesday, May 2.

Silver Osprey to meet

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) meeting fea-
turing Col. David Pavey, USAFR, will be held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
May 2 in the Sun City Center Atrium building in the Florida Room. 
Reservations can be made by call-
ing 642-0497 no later than the 
Sunday before the Wednesday 
meeting. The cost is $14.

Col. Pavey is responsible for the 
organization, training, equipping, 
and worldwide readiness of a com-
bined Reserve and civilian wing 
of approximately 800 people. The 
927th Air Refueling Wing flies 
the KC-135R Stratotanker whose 
missions consist of in-flight air 
refueling, cargo and passenger 
airlift, aeromedical evacuation, 
and supporting contingencies and 
humanitarian operations around 
the world.

Among his many assignments, 
Colonel Pavey was assigned to Dover AFB, Del., where he flew the C-5 
Galaxy in Operations Desert Shield, Desert Storm and Desert Calm.

Military Officers Association of 
America to meet

COL. DAVID PAVEY, USAFR

NEW SHOWROOM
Come visit our...

NEW ADDRESS

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

720 4th St. SW
Ruskin, FL 33570
813-645-3529

www.KnoxAluminum.com
Ken Knox, Contractor • Lic. #RX0057641

• Glass Rooms • Screen Rooms • Screen Fronts • Roof Overs 
• Garage Screens • Pool Enclosures • Carports 
• Vinyl & Acrylic Windows 
• Awnings • House Windows

has been located in Sun City Center for  
11+ years and is only a phone call away

Call 634-6617
We accept most long-term 
care insurance policies.

References upon request.
Bonded • Licensed • Insured

All caregivers are background 
screened. You DO have choices.

How we can 
help you help 
yourself....
for as little as
2 hours to 24/7
Some of our many 
services include, but not 
limited to:

 Personal Grooming• 
 Meal Preparation• 
 Light Housekeeping• 
 Medication Set-ups and • 
Reminders
 Alzheimer Assistance• 
 Companions• 
 Grocery Shopping• 
 Private Duty In-Home or • 
Facility
 Doctors Appointments• 
 Injections• 
 Transportation For All Your • 
Needs
 Emergency Room Assistance• 

FREE in-home and private 
consultation to see how 

we can help you with your 
needs to be comfortable in 

your home. Lic #30211040 Georgana Collins, 
ADM

Direct Cremation $925

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130
www.zipperersfuneralhome.com

Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County
Family owned and operated since 1979

EXP. 9/30/12

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

me my own putt-putt course. 
Nevertheless, I hit my whiffle golf 
ball around the yard and proudly 

carried my bag with my 
folks on Friday mornings 
at the course.

My father’s name was 
John Schroeder, and there 
happened to be a pro on 
the PGA circuit with the 
same name. Never mind 
the age difference or the 
fact that my father was a 
leftie and the pro wasn’t. 
All I had to do was say 

I was John Schroeder’s daughter, 
and I was treated a little better at 
the pro shop.

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

My passion for golf began when I 
was a toddler living down the inter-
state in Venice. My parents would 
play the front nine of a 
small par three course 
every Friday morning 
before work. I would 
tag along and chase after 
balls my father would 
throw to me.

For my fourth 
Christmas, Santa gave 
me my own little red 
plaid golf bag with 
four short plastic clubs. 
My response to my parents was 
“where’s the grass?” I guess I 
thought Santa should have given 

Unfortunately, my dream of join-
ing the LPGA was thwarted in col-
lege when my coach told me I had 
the hardest swing he had ever seen 
on a woman. But there was abso-
lutely no way to know where the 
ball would end up. I would slice, 
hook and sometimes hit it back 
over my head into the parking lot. 
It was pathetic, and no amount of 
his patient teaching made it any 
better. Hours at the driving range 
were wasted. I was an eagle eye 
for the putting, but you have to get 
it to the green first.

But I still love golf and get all 
excited when it’s time for our tour-
nament. This year, our 2nd  Annual 
Chamber Cup Classic will be held 
on Friday, May 11 at the Caloosa 
Golf and Country Club in Sun City 
Center. The fee is $60 per per-
son or $200 for a foursome. That 
includes breakfast and lunch, bev-
erages, contests, door prizes and a 
whole lotta fun.

Registration is at 7 a.m. with a 
shotgun start at 8 a.m. It’s a four 
person best ball scramble, which 
always makes for some interesting 
golf! We’ll have the coveted navy 
blue blazers to put on the shoul-
ders of the winning foursome, 
along with the Chamber Cup and 
individual awards for closest to the 
hole, the putting contest and clos-
est to the alligator.

And thanks to the wonderful 
folks at Caloosa, every foursome 
will have their own personal guide 
to assist them with tips on the 
course. Who better to tell you how 
the greens lie than someone who 
plays them every week?

If you’re interested in playing, 
call or come by the Chamber so 
we can get the names of your play-
ers. If you’re a local business, call 
us about hole sponsorships. The 
hole signs will be out there from 
Thursday through Sunday for 
maximum exposure and if you are 
present at the hole when all teams 
come through, you will have a per-
fect opportunity to do some seri-
ous networking!

Fortunately, for everyone there, 
I won’t be playing. I’ll be there 
to hand out goodie bags and door 
prizes, but your car windshield 
will be 
safe. I’ll 
keep my 
little red 
plaid bag 
at home.

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Lions support Scouting
At a recent meeting of Boy Scout Troop #675, headquartered at the 

United Methodist Church, the Sun City Center Lions Club presented the 
scout troop a check in the amount of $250. The check presented by Lion 
Tom Wolf, an Eagle Scout, and Lion Harriet Wollmers will be used to 
benefit the troops. Lion Wolf explained to the scouts just what scouting 
meant to him when he was growing up.

For more information about the Sun City Center Lions Club, call (813) 
633-4202. The Lions meet the second and fourth Wednesday of every 
month, except December.

Front row, left to right: Rand Rodriquez, Lion Tom Wolf, Lion  Harriet 
Wollmers, Alexander Ventura and Josh Vega. Back row: Corey 
 Freeman, Bruce Anderson, Assistant Scout Master.

Cat food drive 
organized

South Shore Felines will be hold-
ing a “Feed the Tuna Chest” cat 
food drive May 7-19 -- Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; and from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Saturdays at Harriet’s Flower Shop, 
226 W. College Ave., Ruskin.

The food will benefit low-income 
residents and community cat colo-
nies. Each person making a dona-
tion will receive an entry to win a 
$50 gift certificate to Harriet’s.

For more information, email 
Info@SouthShoreFelines.org.
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

KAY
Kay is a happy Lab/Shepherd 

mix puppy who is a delight to be 
around. She appears to have had a 
home at some point, but sadly, no 
owner was found. She is energetic 
and smart, so an active home is 
best. Kay seems to like the other 
dogs and absolutely loves people. 
She is also fond  of a good  game 
of fetch. Kay is spayed, micro-
chipped, and current on her shots. 
Stop by and meet this great little 
lady! DOB: November 2, 2011. 

PIXIE
Pixie is a sweet little female who 

was brought to the shelter with 
three buddies. She has bounced 
back from her early misadventures 
to be a real little lover who loves to 
be held by volunteers and gets her 
motor going right away. She also 
has a wonderful orange hue to her 
fur. Visit C.A.R.E. soon and take 
Pixie to her forever home. Pixie 
has been spayed, microchipped, 
and brought up-to-date on her 
shots. DOB: September 2, 2005.

AARP Driver Safety Program 
announces class schedule

Thursday, May 3 • 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
1st United Methodist – 121 Knights Ave., Brandon  

Registration: (813) 716-8180

Friday, May 4 • 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. • Kings Point 
Registration: Encore Bank (813) 634-8001

Monday, May 14 • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Aston Gardens,11702 Lake Aston Court

Registration: (813) 855-2811 or (813) 931-3458

Monday, May 21 • 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. • Sun City Center 
Registration: Encore Bank (813) 634-8001

Tuesday, May 29 • Noon to 6 p.m. 
H2U Brandon Regional Hospital, 228 Oakfield Plaza, Room 228 

Registration: H2U Office 9 a.m. to noon (813) 684-3316 

Cost: AARP members $12 Non-AARP members $14

Call AARP Driver Safety Program for additional class locations 
1-888-227-7669.

Getting rid of head 
lice

To remove lice and nits from 
hair, take a jar of coconut oil, melt 
it (gas or electric oven on low heat 
or put jar in a pot of water on low 
heat like you would re-melt honey), 
and then use as a conditioner.

Leave on overnight wrapped in 
plastic or a towel. In the morn-
ing, wash hair thoroughly. Repeat 
every three days for a month.

The coconut oil kills the lice and 
eggs and repeated use will assure 
any lice that hatch from eggs that 
escaped being killed off will be 
killed with a repeat application.

H.
Want to live better on the money 

you already make? Visit www.
stretcher.com to find hundreds of 
articles to help you stretch your 
day and your dollar! Copyright 
2011 Dollar Stretcher, Inc.

The Sun City Coalition annually presents the Butterfly Award in recog-
nition of a volunteer’s outstanding service and creative ability. The award 
is especially meaningful because the butterfly symbolizes the awakening 
to new life, the rising out of a cocoon to become a new free spirit. This is 
a reminder that we always work to help people soar to new heights.

This year’s Butterfly Award recipient is psychologist Ken Barringer, 
Ph.D. Dr Barringer moved to Sun City in 1996 after retiring from a highly 
successful practice in Wisconsin, and was surprised to note the dearth 
of mental health services and resources in the Sun City Center area. In 
a monumental effort to establish such resources, he brought together 
a group of retired mental health professionals and founded the Mental 
Health Advocates. Under Dr. Barringer’s leadership, the Advocates 
accomplished their goals of raising community awareness of mental 
health issues affecting seniors, recruiting mental health professionals 
to actively practice in Sun City Center, and educating the community 
through seminars about mental health issues such as depression, stress, 
caregiver issues, marital difficulties, and drug and alcohol abuse. After 
three years of volunteer services, it was necessary for Mental Health 
Advocates to disband because many of the original volunteers had devel-
oped health problems, and wanted to spend more time in retirement and 
less time taking active volunteer roles. 

However, Dr. Barringer persisted in pursuing his vision of increasing 
mental health services for the Sun City Center community, and in 1999 
he once again recruited a group of mental health professionals and lay 
volunteers to establish the Sun City Coalition. He formed a board of 
directors to guide the efforts of the Coalition, with a focus upon assess-
ing the mental health needs of the community and increasing services 
and education offered to the community. This entity eventually evolved 
into what is now the South Shore Coalition on Mental Health and Aging, 
as the focus of providing mental health resources broadened to include 
the Apollo Beach area. The coalition now has non-profit 501©3 status, 
has established a part-time office in Sun Towers, and offers a full roster 
of educational seminars, 5 support groups, and in-home screenings for 
depression and dementia. After 15 years as president of the Coalition, Dr. 
Barringer stepped down from that position, but remained on the board 
of directors to continue to lend his expertise and indefatigable energy to 
help guide the Coalition’s efforts. 

Because of Dr. Barringer’s vision and tireless efforts, the Sun City 
community now has a plethora of mental health resources available, 
many of them free charge.

Butterfly award winner is announced

American Legion member honored
 Paul A. Diel of Sun City Center received an award from Commander 

Ron Engles of Sun City Post 246 marking his 50 years as a member of 
the American Legion. Paul served during the Korean conflict as an air-
craft mechanic and flight engineer.

Paul A. Diel receiving gratitude from Commander Ron Engles.



Wichita and there was absolutely 
nothing memorable about it 
except, of course, for the ride that 
lead me there.

I was alive that night. I felt fear 
and anxiety, but I was moving 
forward — moving towards 

something and it was 
exciting. It didn’t 
matter at the time 
that the end game 
would be a generic 
cinderblock motel 
near a freeway, I 
just knew I had to 
get somewhere. I 
felt passionate about 
everything — about 
the bike that was 

taking me through that night, 
about the air passing over me, 
and about the pitch-black horizon 
ahead of me. It was a privilege to 
be free enough to be out there, but 
it wasn’t easy.

These days I feel like I’m 
on a dark two-lane road in the 
middle of nowhere, but I’m not 
moving. “What am I doing here?” 
I frequently ask myself. The 
answer isn’t forthcoming. In the 
past few years, I’ve traveled tens 
of thousands of miles. I’ve spent 
nights alone on the Atlantic Ocean 
and nights on trains passing 
through decimated small towns 
that only exist because a handful 
of hardy souls refuse to accept 
that their time has come and gone. 
Perhaps that description fits me 
as well because in all those miles 
I never found the place that tells 
me, “This is where I belong. This 
is what I should be doing.”  Yet 
at the end of the day or the end 
of the trip, I always end up back 
home in Florida.

I know that some people have a 
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Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

What are we doing here?

Is Sedation Dentistry  
for you?

Learn how Sedation Dentistry is helping patients with the following:

Don’t Miss Our FREE Seminar on Mini Implants, and Sedation Dentistry

Friday, May 11th • 1:00 p.m. 
Do you fear the dentist, but need 

dental work?

Seating is Limited.
Please Call For Reservations

813-634-3396

Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga

Visit our website:

www.suncitycenterdental.com
for more information

LOOSE DENTURES?
Learn about the amazing new

MINI DENTAL IMPLANT SYSTEM

This is a one-step dental procedure  
that involves minimally invasive  
surgery, no sutures,  
nor the typical  
months of healing.

I pulled off the quiet country 
road and dropped the 
motorcycle’s kickstand just as 

the sun touched the distant edge 
of the earth on the flat Kansas 
horizon. I was starting to worry. 
It would be dark soon and I was 
miles from anywhere. In truth, I 
was afraid.

I was in a lonely rest area 
off a lonely two-lane road, the 
number of which I can no longer 
recall. There was one car in the 
parking lot. As I stepped off my 
motorcycle, a well-past-middle-
age couple and one other man 
emerged from the building and 
got into the car. I recall the couple 
referring to the third man as 
Uncle…Joe? Bob? Perhaps he 
just looked like someone’s uncle. 
I’ll never know. Our mutual 
existence only briefly touched 
and, as I removed my gloves, they 
drove off leaving me alone under 
the darkening sky.

That was the beginning of 
the loneliest and oddest night I 
would ever spend on the road. 
I pressed the starter on my bike 
and resumed my westward travel. 
My global positioning system 
indicated I was passing small 
towns, however I saw nothing at 
all. For mile after mile there was 
blackness interrupted only by the 
occasional highway sign.

After far too long, I saw lights 
on the horizon. Road signs 
indicated a town, but all I found 
was a brightly lit gas station 
and convenience store. For no 
particular reason, other than a 
pervasive sense of loneliness, 
I pulled in and went inside the 
store. The man behind the counter 
mumbled a greeting and then 
warned me of the impending 

danger of an overzealous law 
enforcement officer lying in wait 
20 miles down the road.

Lying in wait for what? There 
was no traffic and this man was 
the first human I had encountered 
since the rest area. It was not 
the first time that I had 
wondered to myself, 
“What the hell am I 
doing here?”

That seems to be 
the theme of my life. 
Am I alone in that? 
I’m seriously starting 
to wonder. I spend so 
much time traveling 
to somewhere else 
and much of that time 
looking forward to getting home 
that I’m beginning to realize 
that it just doesn’t make sense. 
Or, perhaps, I’m simply looking 
for something that doesn’t exist 
where I am. Or maybe I’m 
just plain crazy. I keep looking 
towards the horizon, but I 
look for something that I can’t 
quite put my finger on and it is 
something that, at best, I can only 
occasionally glimpse out of the 
corner of my eye as it scurries on. 
So I keep moving, hoping that one 
day I’ll catch up to it. I wonder 
if I’m just seeing things. As the 
years have passed, I’ve started 
looking more at what’s around me 
rather than what is ahead.

That night in Kansas stands out 
because I’ve never before felt 
so alone. I’ve also never felt so 
motivated to find anything at all 
over the horizon because it had to 
be better than where I was: on a 
dark two-lane road in the middle 
of nowhere. The ironic part is that 
I ended up in a generic trucker’s 
motel off a freeway just outside of 

calling because I’m privileged to 
tell their stories in this newspaper, 
but does everyone have a calling? 
Do you have a calling? If so, 
did you answer it? I’d really like 
to hear from you and perhaps 
together we can answer some of 
life’s questions. Unless, of course, 
it turns out that I’m alone with 
those questions. If so, never mind.

My bike has a thick layer of 
dust on it, and I’m pretty sure the 
battery is dead. Over the years, 
I’ve had friends severely and 
permanently injured while riding 
motorcycles. There is usually 
a story in the daily newspapers 
about a motorcyclist being killed 
somewhere in the Tampa Bay 
area. It would be no fun being 
hurt or killed on a motorcycle, 
but perhaps an even worse death 
would be that of simply fading off 
without passion, a little fear, and 
a lot of excitement about what 

lies over the horizon. Somehow, 
with the passage of time, it seems 
I’ve lost my passion for dreaming 
about what is over the horizon. Is 
it possible that the safe and easy 
road is the most dangerous route 
of all?

I’ve long known that the 
journey itself is the pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow. To 
me, that makes sense both for a 
road trip on a motorcycle and for 
life itself. I might not remember 
a night in a generic motel in 
Kansas, but I’ll never forget the 
night on my motorcycle that led 
up to it.

The longer I live the more 
questions I have. I don’t have 
many answers, but I’m becoming 
more certain about one thing:  
I need to start looking for the 
pot of gold again. Maybe, just 
maybe, it’s in a cinderblock motel 
somewhere off a freeway. 

Alone in a rest area in the middle of nowhere with night falling is 
a very lonely feeling.  The journey lead me to a pot of gold, how-
ever.  Or, more specifically, to a cinderblock freeway motel outside 
of Wichita.  

Mitch traphagen photo
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SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
April 26-May 2
Teen Night: Game Zone

Thursday, April 26 • 5 to 7 p.m.
For middle and high school students. Get in the zone with friends for 

some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo Wii with games such 
as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers Brawl and more!  

Funding provided by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.
 

Family Story Time
Thursday, April 26 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading time family time. Stories, 
action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this 

fun 30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children may 
wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

Baby Time
Monday, April 30 • 1:35 to 1:55 p.m.
Tuesday, May 1 • 11:35 to 11:55 a.m.

WednesdayMay 2 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.
For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers. Early literacy 

 begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 
and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces  
early literacy skills and encourages language development. 

“Creative Artists:” Let’s Create!
 Monday, April 30 • 3 to 4 p.m.

“Creative Artists,” 7-10 years, will join our art instructor and create an 
art project to take home. Limit 20. Registration required at 

either the Information Desk or by calling 273-3652.

Teen/Adult Cartoon Notecards
Monday, April 30 • 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Join Cartoonist Leah Lopez for this popular art class. You will create 
cartoons with step-by-step instructions and put them on notecards. All 

levels welcome. Limit 20. Registration required at the Information 
Desk or by calling 273-3652. Funding for this program provided 

by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

Wonders of Nature
Monday, April 30 • 7 to 7:40 p.m.

For children in grades K-5. See this unique animal show featuring 
flying raptors and parrots, and reptiles, including one of the largest 
pythons in the world. The show combines humor, conservation and 
 audience participation. Funding for this program provided by the 

Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

Toddler Time
Tuesday, May 1 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 2 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, 
 fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 
20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills and 

encourages reading readiness. 

Story Time
Tuesday, May 1 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, May 2 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute 

 program that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages 
reading readiness and social interaction. 

Gibsonton Elementary’s 
Terrific Kids announced 

The following students were outstanding 
 examples of what it means to be Inquisitive: 
 Kevin Lommer, Rigoberto Pantoja, Lola Hernan-
dez, Quaneal Cowen, Emma Blanton, Earlisha 
Jackson, Elizabeth Arnold, Christopher Trejo, 
Hailey Sturgeon, Payton Ballard, Marti Pineda, 
Luis Glass, William Hancock, Allexus Baldree, 
Tony Sandoval, Ethan Pelham, Jordan Mabee, 
Liberty Drury, Bella Rodriquez, Estrella Soto, 
Molly George, Amanda Hardin, Nadine Flores,  
Jesus Hernandez, and Alexavier Ledesma.

Dance your way to a fitter new you
Hillsborough County Parks, Recreation and Conservation Department 

offers a great way to have fun, get in shape, and gain confidence. Zumba, 
often referred to as an exercise in disguise, is offered at the following 
Hillsborough County recreation centers.

Apollo Beach Recreation Center
664 Golf & Sea Blvd. in Apollo Beach • (813) 671-7635
Mondays at 6:30 p.m.; Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
$6 per class • Instructor: Erika Rivere

Gardenville Recreation Center
6219 Symmes Rd. in Gibsonton • (813) 672-1120
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. and 7:45 p.m. 
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. and 7:45 p.m. 
$6 per class • Instructor: Erika Rivere

Providence West Park
5417 Providence Road in Riverview • (813) 635-7452
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
$5 per class • Instructor: Lolita Ortiz

Riverview Community Center
11020 Park Drive in Riverview • (813) 671-7600
Tuesdays and Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
$5 per class • Instructor: Lolita Ortiz

Ruskin Recreation Center
901 6th Street S.E. in Ruskin • (813) 672-7881
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.; Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
$6 per class • Instructor: Erika Rivere

For more information, cal Hillsborough County Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation at (813) 635-3500, or one of the above recreation centers.

Governor approves funding for USF 
Health Heart Institute

Gov. Rick Scott approved $6.9 million in state funding Tuesday to 
 support the initial design of the new USF Health Heart Institute. The 
funding will allow USF Health to move ahead as one of the nation’s 
leaders in cardiovascular care, with a special focus on genomics-based 
personalized medicine.

“This is a forward-looking action on the part of the governor, and we 
thank him for it,” said USF President Judy Genshaft. “We’re also grate-
ful for the support of Florida legislators and the leadership of Rep. Will 
Weatherford.”

USF Health already has committed nearly $25 million in resources for 
genomics-based personalized medicine, including funding of  research 
equipment and facilities, as well as the recruitment of two top physi-
cians, Dr. Leslie Miller, chair of the Department of Cardiovascular 
 Sciences, and Dr. Steve Liggett, a nationally prominent researcher who 
will  become director of the Personalized Medicine Institute.

“With the addition of the USF Health Heart Institute, the Tampa Bay 
area has an amazing opportunity to become the healthcare solutions 
zone,” Dr. Klasko said. “It will include USF Health’s brand-new Center 
for Advanced Medical Learning and Simulation, the USF Health Byrd 
Alzheimer’s Institute, Moffitt Cancer Center, and now our new initia-
tives in personalized medicine and the future of heart care.”

The American College of Cardiology has selected the USF Health Heart 
Institute as a partner to conduct the first trial linking genomic screening 
with a clinical database of millions of patients with cardiovascular dis-
ease. The ACC also recently named CAMLS as its first-ever Center of 
Excellence in Education and Training.

USF Health will partner in this new project with the Florida Hospital 
Pepin Heart Institute, which is located at Florida Hospital Tampa, a new 
part of the Adventist Health System.  USF Health and Pepin plan to col-
laborate on research and clinical trials.

“Gov. Scott’s approval of this funding is great news for the heart in-
stitute,” said Tom Pepin, founding philanthropist of the Florida Hospital 
Pepin Heart Institute. “Patients across Florida and beyond will benefit 
from better cardiovascular care because of the research and care im-
provements being made through our partnership.”

Cardiovascular disease accounts for 40 percent of all hospitalizations 
and deaths in Florida. State costs for cardiovascular care are projected to 
increase to $17 billion a year by 2020. The USF Health Heart Institute 
can help with research that will help identify those at greatest risk for 
heart disease, allowing practitioners to treat them earlier; improve the 
knowledge of how an individual’s genetics can better guide drug treat-
ments and dosage; and find new therapeutic treatments based on genetic 
discoveries.

Hillsborough County Commissioners will consider $2 million in ad-
ditional funding for the institute Wednesday, a key part of helping USF 
Health and the Tampa Bay community to create a health care innovation 
hub and expand the region’s growing reputation as a medical destination.

Starting the Institute shows how USF Health works to act as an entre-
preneurial academic center, Dr. Klasko said.

“This is a great example of growing our own biomedical start-up,” Dr. 
Klasko said. “Instead of recruiting a center, we’re creating one. Most 
importantly, this is the future of health care, and we’ll have it right here 
in Tampa Bay.” SSYPA social to 

benefit ECHO
Join the South Shore Young Pro-

fessionals Association (SSYPA) 
at Barnacles for a special evening 
social event to benefit ECHO from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
1. Door prizes are welcomed.  

Don’t miss this great networking 
opportunity! For more information  
visit www.ssypa.com.

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s 
Auxiliary 
-- First 
Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ 
Auxiliary 
-- Second Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

HOLE-IN-ONE
Joe MacLean of Halifax, 

Nova Scotia shot a hole-in-one 
on April 13, 2012 on the 17th 
hole at the Apollo Beach Golf 
Club of Apollo Beach, FL.

He used a 7 Wood and drove 
the ball 185 yards.  This feat was 
witnessed by Pete Morgan who 
said “Best shot I ever saw.”
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RUSKIN

SPRING

My question this week to 
 anglers, was, ‘did you go fishing 
as a child?’ I got a multitude of 
 answers, but the major-
ity replied that their 
first fishing trip, with a 
member of their family 
or a loved one was the 
most memorable.

Those first days of 
fishing as a child stay 
in our minds forever. 
The thrill of catching 
that first fish, regard-
less of the size, has been  repeated 
over and over again. 

You might move to a big city and 
join the corporate world, but you 
will never lose the memories of 
that first fish.

Memories are forever; I hope that 
each of you will find time to take 
your child fishing this summer.

If you stay at home for your 
 vacation there are many parks 
close by where fishing is great.

A park just 10 miles away is 
 Alafia River State Park, located 
at 14502 Hwy. 39 in Lithia. This 
park has 6,000 acres of reclaimed 
land from the phosphate mines. It 
is made up of many lakes and the 
south prong of the Alafia River. It 
is a great place to fish; bring your 
family and your dog. Camping 

Did you go fishing as a child?
 areas are available.

Another nearby park is the  Little 
Manatee River State Park located 

off Hwy. 301, south of 
Ruskin in Wimauma, 
just 5 miles south of 
Sun City Center. A 
great place to fish and 
if you own a horse they 
are welcome and you 
can even rent a covered 
stall for them. You have 
2,416 acres to hike, fish, 
run your horse, or just 

relax and enjoy Mother Nature.
If you travel 12 miles north of 

Tampa you will be at Hillsborough 
 River State Park, which has been a 
favorite for families for years. This 
park opened in 1938. It has great 
fishing, nature studying, swim-
ming, camping concession stands, 
and snack bars.

In Ruskin we have Simmons 
Park on 19th Avenue. It has pier 
fishing, canal fishing, is a gate to 
Tampa Bay, and an ideal place to 
swim, fish, boat, and relax as you 
enjoy the campground.

The king of the waterway this 
week is the tarpon. Because of 
our warm weather, Mr. Tarpon 
has  arrived early this year. With 
the beauti ful warm weather they 
have been seen playing and soar-

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

FISH TALES

ing in the air, all around our bay 
waters. For those who live for tar-
pon season, they couldn’t be more 
blessed. 

It is a trophy fish and not  edible, 
 although, someone will call me 
telling me that they have eaten tar-
pon. I have never heard of this fish 
having any food value. The flesh of 
this fish can be as foul as the food 
it eats. Tarpon is one of the world’s 
greatest game fish. They are caught 
with a wide range of baits and a 
wide variety of  methods. You must 
have a tag on your license to land 
this fish.  Average weight is 68 

pounds with largest on record over 
300 pounds. 

Those fishing from land,  bridges, 
and piers this week are enjoying 
sheepshead, whiting, trout, and 
redfish catches.

Mangrove snapper, grouper, 
large flounder, gator trout, redfish, 
and snapper have all been seen 
on boats coming in from the deep 
 waters.

Freshwater catfish and large-
mouth bass are being caught in our 
freshwater rivers and lakes, along 
with a variety of pan fish. 

We have a waterway teeming 
with fish. So fish at home, don’t 
roam.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.

Public art inspired by surrounding 
environment

Join Hillsborough County at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 22 at the 
SouthShore Regional Library, 15816 Beth Shields Way in Ruskin to 
celebrate and enjoy newly-installed public art in the library’s outdoor 
plaza.

This public art, Sandpiper Pavilions by Koryn Rolstad, defines activ-
ity space in the James J. Harkins IV Plaza. Sandpiper Pavilions features 
two shade pavilions facing each other across open space, ornamented 
with water drop patterns sandblasted into the ground paving. Laser-cut 
openings in the pavilions’ ceilings cast patterns of layered palm leaves 
onto the water drop patterns below. At night, LED lights accent the 
 pavilions. The columns supporting the pavilions give a nod to the legs 
of the sandpiper birds of the nearby shore. This work of art references 
palms, water and sandpipers giving a visual reference to the plaza that 
fits the  surrounding environment and architecture.

The contract amount for this public art was $75,000.
Koryn Rolstad’s background in engineering, architecture and fine arts 

leads her to create works of art that emphasize environmental forms 
while exploring materials, technology and imagery. Her goal in creating 
works of public art is often to further identify public spaces as safe and 
welcoming destinations with iconic appeal.

The Hillsborough County Public Art Program was established in 
1988 to provide art as a basic service to all citizens, acknowledging that 
enhancing the appearance of buildings and spaces provides benefits to 
the community by expanding the historical, cultural and creative knowl-
edge of citizens.

For more information, call Dan Myers at (813) 307-1035.

The Southshore Republican Club will host Dr. Tina Trent as its guest 
speaker at its Thursday, May 3 meeting at The Alley Bowling Lanes on 
Big Bend Road starting at 6 p.m with a social time before the meeting.

Dr. Trent, a resident of Ruskin, is active as a volunteer club member 
with the Ruskin Woman’s Club and is helping to archive and preserve the 
History Collection of the club. 

Currently, her political efforts are spent writing about George  Soros 
and her thought that he is pushing a progressive agenda in our society. 
Dr. Trent writes and blogs on political radicals, social movements, aca-
demia, crime and criminal justice. Her work has  appeared in several 
newspapers. She is a contributing editor to the blog  Disident Prof and 
has her own blog, Crime Victims Media Report.

Also, candidates for various 
 political offices are expected to be 
on hand. 

The South Shore Republican 
Club meets on the first Thursday 
of each month.

For more information on the 
Southshore Republican Club, call 
Vice President Kirk Faryniasz at 
(813) 677-2606.

Republican club to meet

2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL 1 mile west of I-75, Exit 240-B
813-645-8660   |   www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 pm. 

Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
CLOSED SUNDAY

Evenings by appointment
*Trims, prep, adhesive disposal and 

cushion additional. See store for details.Dove Interiors Carpet One supports MADE IN AMERICA!

Dream decorating starts here...

www.doveinteriorshdwfg.com

CARPET LAMINATE SHUTTERS

$1895
HUNTER
DOUGLAS 
WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

INSTALLED*
Beautifully installed! Rebates now 

available!

®

starting at

$112
starting at

$199
S.F.

S.F.

20 colors to 
choose from

Comes with a 15 
Year Guarantee!!

S.F.

HARDWOOD

TILE

starting at

$384

starting at

$155

S.F.

S.F.

Comes with a 50 Year 
Guarantee!!
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3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301

America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE 
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 6/15/12

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

OEM SPEC FLUID
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 6/15/12

$1000 Off $2000 Off

No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

Shopper Observer Shopper Observer

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

Architectural Products
Distributor of Windows & Doors

(813) 245-5381

Full service
Door & Window 
Replacement 

Firm

All work 

performed 

by “in 

house” 

staff

Resident rep on site 24/715%
Discount

If ordered by 6/15/12

Established 1989

A money market account that gets noticed

APY1

%1.05
Discover the Yield Pledge®

Money Market Account
The account that has it all—and
more, including EverBank’s very own
Yield Pledge promise to keep your
yield in the top 5% of competitive
accounts, always.2

Stop rate shopping, and start earning
more today. Contact me to apply.

Contact me to apply today.

Michael W. Mandarino
Registered Representative
10404 Summerview Circle
Riverview, FL 33578

813-431-2640
mike.mandarino@intervestintl.com
www.123-investing.com

1. Interest Rates (Rates) and Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) mentioned are accurate as of 04/20/2011. This is a variable Rate account. Interest Rates and 
    APYs are subject to change without notice. The required minimum opening deposit is $1,500. For any month in which the account’s average daily balance 
    falls below $5,000, an $8.95 fee applies. Fees may reduce earnings.

2. EverBank promises to keep the yield on your account in the top 5% of competitive accounts as measured the last Wednesday of each month in Bankrate 
    Monitor, a weekly national survey of large banks and thrifts, surveyed by Bankrate.com.
---------------------

EverBank’s relationship with this Investment Professional is through a joint marketing agreement for the sale 
of banking products only. Otherwise, there is no affiliation. EverBank is an Equal  Housing Lender and 
Member FDIC.
© 2010-2011 EverBank. All rights reserved. 11EAP0093.6

Cruising for a Cause
A group of 28 Freedom Plaza residents recently enjoyed a fun-raising 

Caribbean cruise gleaning over $3,300 for their Scholarship Fund. The 
total donation included contributions from participants, AAA and Hol-
land America Cruise Line.

Shown presenting/accepting the bonus check are, left to right: Da-
vid Miller, AAA district Manager; Joy Dunn, AAA Sales Counselor; 
Walter Mannherz, Scholarship Fund Treasurer; Peggy Burgess, 
Freedom Plaza cruise escort and Ed Landry, Scholarship Fund 
President.

Ruskin Woman’s Club celebrates 100 
years of community involvement

On Saturday, the Ruskin Woman’s Club celebrated 100 years in the 
community, complete with some members wearing garments from the 
era of their founding.  The Woman’s Club is located in a 1912 Swiss-style 
chalet that was originally built as the home for the president of Ruskin 
College, Dr. George MacArthur Miller and his wife, Adaline Dickman 
Miller.  It is the only remaining original Ruskin College building to have 
survived a 1918 fire.  The Miller family deeded it to the Woman’s Club 
in 1940 and it was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1974.  Today the Ruskin Woman’s Club is active in providing scholar-
ships and assistance to numerous community organizations ranging from 
the Mary Martha House to South East Guide Dogs and Keep Hillsbor-
ough Beautiful.  For more information about the club call 813-645-5381.  
Above, Wilma Wood, June Cooper and Nancy Vance welcome visitors 
to the centennial open house at the club.  

Mitch traphagen photos

Visitors chat and look through photo albums and scrapbooks docu-
menting the club’s history and involvement in the community.
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Mother’s Day Buffet
Soup - Seafood Chowder 
Salads - Arugula Salad, Simple Green Salad with Assorted Dressings and 
Condiments, Mediterranean Salad, Pasta Salad, Tomato Mozzarella Julienne Basil   
Displays - Anti-Pasta Display with Assorted Cured Meats and Imported Cheeses, 
Fruit Display, Cheese Display, Smoked Salmon with Appropriate Condiments 
Assorted Seafood Display, Oysters, Peel-and-Eat Shrimp, Stone Crab Claws
Carving Station - Roasted Steamship Round with Horseradish Sauce, and Herb 
Au Jus 
Honey Glazed Ham with a Cranberry Pineapple Chutney and Creole Mustard Sauce 
Entrée Selection - BBQ Rubbed Salmon with Lemon Thyme Butter Sauce Topped 
with Mandarin Orange Salsa
Parmesan Crusted Chicken with Wilted Spinach Diced Tomato and Supreme Sauce
Seafood Mac & Cheese Scallops, Lobster and Shrimp with Sherry Cream Cheese 
Sauce
Baked Cod with Lobster Cream Sauce 
Accompaniments - Roasted Vegetable Medley
Fresh Sesame Seared Green Beans
Honey Glazed Carrots
Roasted Fingerling Potatoes Tossed in Tomato Herb Butter
Saffron Rice 
Desserts - Decadent  Chocolate Fountain with Appropriate Dipping Items, Assorted 
Cakes, Cheesecakes, Tarts And Mousse Shooters with Fresh Berries

Adults $24.95
Children 10 and under $14.95

Reservations: 

Hours: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Free lunch and giveaways provided
to all attendees. To register for the

seminars, call 1-888-685-1595.  

Stroke Prevention
and Vascular Health
Presented by Dr. Mark Alkire, 
Board Certi�ed Vascular Surgeon at South Bay Hospital
May is Stroke Awareness Month. Celebrate by 
learning about the importance of vascular 
health, stroke prevention and screenings.

May 16th, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
South Bay Hospital Medical Auditorium
1901 Haverford Plaza, Suite 106, Sun City Center. 
(Behind South Bay Hospital)
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 Price is plus tax, tag/title, dealer fee and installed dealership options. #2012 Honda Civic LX 24 month lease. 2012 Honda Accord, Fit, CR-V, Pilot, Odyssey, Crosstour, are 36 month lease. All lease payments are with $4,500 total out of pocket cash down. Must have a 710 beacon credit score
and approved credit. Payment does not include any dealer installed equipment. †Buy with zero percent financing for 36 months on select models with approved credit. ̂ Buy with zero down is subject to credit approval. *Based on 2012 EPA mileage estimates. Use for comparison pur-
poses only. Do not compare to models before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. †††Payments are based on $3,000 Down for 72 Months at 3.9% APR. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Artwork for illustration purposes only. Dealer

not responsible for typographical errors. All offers are mutually exclusive. See dealer for complete details. All offers expire 05/31/12. SO 5.1-5.31



27
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

ODYSSEY LX 

LEASE FOR

$199 PER
MONTH

$0
BUY WITH

DOWN 0%
AND GET

APR



39
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

CIVIC LX AUTO

LEASE FOR

$99 PER
MONTH

$0
BUY WITH

DOWN 0%
AND GET

APR

 

35
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

FIT AUTO

LEASE FOR

$139 PER
MONTH

$0
BUY WITH

DOWN 0%
AND GET

APR





34
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

ACCORD LX AUTO

LEASE FOR

$149 PER
MONTH

$0
BUY WITH

DOWN 0%
AND GET

APR



31
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

CR-V 2WD LX 

LEASE FOR

$199 PER
MONTH

$0
BUY WITH

DOWN 0%
AND GET

APR

 

25
MPG



NEW 2012 HONDA

PILOT 2WD EX 

LEASE FOR

$259 PER
MONTH

$0
BUY WITH

DOWN 0%
AND GET

APR



STK #L021179A

2003 NISSAN
SENTRA GXE 

$7,977 $107 PER
MO.

STK #B020901A

2008 TOYOTA
COROLLA S

$13,977 $207 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #H646672

2010 HYUNDAI
SONATA GLS 

$15,577 $227 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #H342669

2009 HONDA
CIVIC LX 

$15,577 $196 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #L017749A

2005 HONDA
CR-V EX 

$15,977 $202 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E052916A

2009 HONDA
CIVIC LX

$15,977 $202 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #C007814A

2009 FORD
FUSION SE

$16,577 $212 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #R434231

2010 DODGE
GRAND CARAVAN 

$16,777 $215 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E054838A

2010 KIA
SOUL

$16,977 $214 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #U131833

2011 TOYOTA
CAMRY SE 

$17,077 $220 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E051652A

2010 HONDA
FIT SPORT 

$17,477 $226 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #R319490

2010 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY 

$17,577 $228 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #L003115A

2009 HONDA
CR-V EX

$17,977 $234 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #KA98677

2011 FORD
ESCAPE XLT

$17,977 $234 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #A029671

2009 HONDA
ACCORD LX

$18,977 $241 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #C006557M

2008 HONDA
ACCORD EX-L

$18,977 $241 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #C012299A

2009 HONDA
ELEMENT EX

$19,477 $257 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #S619419

2009 SATURN
VUE HYBRID

$20,777 $277 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #B007807A

2010 TOYOTA
RAV4

$21,377 $287 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #KJ08859

2011 MERCURY
MARINER PREMIER

$22,777 $309 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #L012852A

2010 HONDA
CR-V EX-L

$23,777 $324 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #E031981A

2010 NISSAN
FRONTIER

$23,977 $329 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #KB56701A

2011 LEXUS
ES350

$35,977 $514 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY


STK #B044038A

2010 HONDA
ODYSSEY EX-L

$27,977 $390 PER
MO.

10 YEAR/100K WARRANTY
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GOT SCREENED?
IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT A SKIN GROWTH,
WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO EVALUATE IT FOR YOU. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE SKIN CANCER

SCREENING!
NOW ACCEPTING AV-MED INSURANCE

Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates

4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102
Sun City Center, FL  33573
(One Block West of the Hospital) 813-634-1455

SIGN UP FOR A  FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING
BRING THIS COUPON IN TO RECEIVE A FREE GIFT!

Wesley Chapel 813-973-1133 • Bushnell 352-568-0600 • Zephyrhills 813-788-7616

Advanced Solutions. Trusted Results.

402 Sun City Center Blvd. (SR674) - Sun City Center
Call (813) 634-9289 or visit www.KaufmanEyeInstitute.com

Delivering unmatched eye
care to improve your
vision and quality of life.

Voted Best Eye Surgeon
by South Shore News 2011

l to r: Dr. Parker, Dr. Kaufman, Dr. Lin & Dr. Gstalder

NAFFCO is proud to introduce its 

naturally aged wood floor collection.

Handscraped 
Hickory or Maple 

Handstained Custom 
Made Floors

Regularly  $11.95 sq. ft.

$6.95
sq. ft. Installed

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

Scan to 
see more!

South County Career Center students cook up excitement in Brandon
On Saturday, culinary students from the South County Career Center and Riverview High School took 
part in an “iron-chef” style competition at the Rolling Pin Emporium in Brandon. Each team of four stu-
dents submitted recipes, discussed the dishes with judges and then created an appetizer, main course 
and dessert for presentation to the judges. The themed ingredient was carrots and no preparation was 
allowed in advance. Who was the winner? Well, the judges of course. The winning team, however, will 
go on to compete against Durant High School on April 28. The Rolling Pin Emporium is located at 2080 
Badlands Drive in Brandon. For more information visit www.rollingpinonline.com or call 813-653-2418.
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CLIP & SAVE

RSVP
2 days prior
to event to...

Assisted Living 
Facility License 

#4991813-634-3347813-634-3347

APRIL EVENTS
Tues., May 1 • 2:30-4 p.m. • Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) Support 
Group. Join our facilitator Jennifer Petit, from Hometown Homecare as she in-
troduces cutting edge resources. This group is exclusively for those living with 
heart failure, their families and caregivers. 
Thurs., May 3 • 4-5:30 p.m. • Aging Gracefully Support Group. This is a 
support group for individuals who are learning to live with the effects of aging 
in a graceful, healthy manner. Facilitated by Laura Burch from Hanson Services, 
In Home Care.
Tues., May 8 • 2:30-4 p.m. • COPD Support Group Joy Barlaan, ARNP and 
Jan Whitaker, LPN from Ace Homecare have 50+ combined years of experience 
and will be facilitators. The available resources are endless!
Thurs., May 10 • 2:30-4 p.m. • Grief, Loss or Depression Support Group facili-
tated by Edmond Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI mental health professional. Supported 
by: South Shore Coalition on Mental Health & Aging & United Methodist Church 
of SCC
Tues., May 15 • 10-11 a.m. • Stedman Clinical Trials will be offering Free 
Memory Screens. Everyone over age 55 is encouraged to screen. Takes about 
15 minutes. What you don’t know can hurt! Three Alzheimer’s studies are enroll-
ing for those that qualify. Early intervention is the key to stopping the progression 
of this disease.
Tues., May 15 • 2:30-3:30p.m. • Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Sup-
port Group. Join Katie Colwell Williams, MA, CMC from Aging Care Advocates. 
The resources are endless!

Wed., May 16 • 5-7:30 p.m. • OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION!  
Please join Sun Towers as we celebrate the opening of our new-
est addition in caring for our residents and your loved one. This 
new Memory Care community within Sun Towers offers loving care 
from staff trained by Educational Coordinator Eileen Poiley from 
the USF Byrd Alzheimer’s Institute. Our sponsors, Comprehensive 
Home Health, Lifepath Hospice and Brightstar Lifecare invite you to 
join us for libations, giveaways and a tour of our new community! 
Drawing for a fl at screen TV!
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NOW FIND OUT WHY!!

813-990-0335
$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$

OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT
Continue to set the standards in our community for the following:

Award Winning SERVICE and

THE ONLY COMPANY with a 5 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY 
without hidden charges

2009 2010

3 Years in a row! 

Continue to set the standards in our community for the following:

THE ONLY COMPANY
Where Family 

Values Matter

2009 2010
2011

Member of

Call Now!
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

100% Financing with no interest O.A.C.
Satisfaction Guaranteed with Armand’s Hearing Center’s years of customer service and hearing health guaranteed program.

OK, OK we admit it! 
We’ve been voted The Best!

OK, OK we admit it!OK, OK we admit it!

NOW FIND OUT WHY!!NOW FIND OUT WHY!!NOW FIND OUT WHY!!NOW FIND OUT WHY!!
3 Years in a row! 3 Years in a row! 3 Years in a row! 

We’ve been voted The Best!We’ve been voted The Best!We’ve been voted The Best!We’ve been voted The Best!We’ve been voted The Best!We’ve been voted The Best!

$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$

Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 

Call Now!Call Now!

I BRADENTON
4229 14th St. W.

Bradenton, FL 34205
(in Office Depot Plaza)
941-357-2054

II SUN CITY CENTER
1653 Sun City Center Plaza

SCC, FL 33573
(in Payant Financial Plaza)

813-990-0335

III SARASOTA
3801 Bee Ridge Rd.
Sarasota, FL 34232

(across from McDonald’s)
941-357-2070

IV ST. PETERSBURG
4717 66t Street N.

St. Petersburg, FL 33709
(in the SweetBay Plaza)
727-897-5090

Cortez Road W.
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ARMAND’S

THIS WEEK ONLY!!
MONDAY, April 30th - FRIDAY, May 4th 

50-75% OFF MSRP!

®

CARDS

FREE THE PREFERRED HEARING 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER FOR 

NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFIED

DON’T BE FOOLED BY INFERIOR 
TECHNOLOGY

(Lowest price in the U.S.)

ITC each
70%
OFF

$59850
MSRP $1995 each
Coupon valid at time of purchase only. 

66
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.

SweetBay Plaza

ARMAND’S

46th Ave. N.

SweetBay

APRIL 26, 2012
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mazing
Handyman
“Do it right the first time.”

25 years Experience Clean & Professional

Excellent Service References Available

Work Guaranteed Licensed & Insured

Robert Maurello - owner 

www.amazinghandyman.net
lic. # 223392.0000

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: More than a third of dogs hit by cars suffer internal 
bleeding, which may not necessarily be apparent on routine 
physical examination. Dogs that have been hit by a car should 
be monitored in a hospital, even if they seem fine.

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

Fully
Insured

&
Bonded

Fully
Insured

&
Bonded

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING

Se Habla
Español

 Apollo Beach, Ruskin, 
Sun City Center

• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work  • Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist  • Complete Engine Diagnostic

BRAKE SPECIAL OIL CHANGE

Emergency
Services

645-7653  2212 E. College Ave. (S.R. 674) • Ruskin
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  • www.SunPointAutoAndTowing.com

FREE TOWING 
to shop if we do repairs

$1995 W/ FREE 
TIRE ROTATION

Summertime
AC 

Check
$1995

+ Freon
Most cars & light trucks.

Must present coupon for special price. Must present coupon for special price.

FREE
DIAGNOSTICS

$130
+ tax   PER AXLE
Includes Labor, New Rotor 
and pads.  Most Cars and  
Light Trucks

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 4/30/12

BUSINESS NEWS

Southbay Auto Service joins SCC 
Chamber of Commerce

On Feb. 22, a ribbon cutting with the Sun City Center Chamber was 
held for Southbay Auto Service. Southbay Auto Service 10623 Big Bend 
Rd. is a family owned and operated business that has been open since 
June 2008.   They offer full service repair and maintenance on Hybrids 
and American vehicles 2000 and newer and specialize in Asian vehi-
cles.  

For more information call 741-2886 or visit www.southbayautoser-
vice.net.

 

Ribbon cutting ceremony for Southbay Auto Service.

Real Estate firm gives back
In keeping with the real estate franchise’s core values, the Keller Wil-

liams Realty South Shore Market Center recently hosted their Third 
Annual South Shore Cares Walk-A-Thon, which raised over $3,500 for 
Project Corregidor (www.favebe.com).

“We believe in supporting the community where we live and work. 
It’s our way of saying thanks to our friends, neighbors, clients and cus-
tomers,” says Team Leader, Gary Kaukonen.  “The number of walkers 
was wonderful, and the participation from the local business community 
definitely contributed to the success of our event,” said Kaukonen.

According to Mr. Kaukonen, “Project Corregidor’s Peer Mentoring 
Program was developed to provide compassion, support and hope to the 
soldiers who are returning from the battlefield. Our soldiers who have 
been deployed most often have experienced a magnitude of losses. Grief 
is a natural response to loss and the single most important factor in heal-
ing from loss is having the support of other people.”

On May 10, Keller Williams Realty is having a Red Day nationwide 
to express its culture of giving to others.  This year SouthShore Cares 
is going to complete a beautification project at the facilities that will be 
utilized for the veterans as a part of the peer mentoring program.

Each year every Keller Williams Realty office chooses a local charity 
to support. Nominations for the 2013 charity will be accepted beginning 
in November. To nominate a charity for consideration, contact Debbi 
Tinker at (813) 263-0932.

For more information call (813) 641-8300 or email gkaukonen@kw.com.

Participants of the South Shore Cares Walk-A-Thon sponsored by 
Keller Williams South Shore Realty.

Local business 
expands

Dale and Wendy Cooper of Kona 
Ice would like to announce that 
they are now at the Lowery Park 
Zoo in the children’s area.

Over the last three years they 
have enjoyed being involved 
with many Hillsborough County 
Schools and youth sports leagues.  
They also have returned a portion 
of their sales to schools and sports 
leagues. 

They are available for corporate 
events, church functions, employ-
ee appreciation visits, birthday 
parties and many more events.

 For more information visit http://
tampa.kona-ice.com or kona-ice.
com and like them on Facebook 
at Kona Ice East Hillsbourough 
CountyAmberJack’s Bar & Grill celebrates 

with a grand opening
On Tuesday, April 17, AmberJack’s Bar & Grill hosted a Greater Riv-

erview Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting to celebrate the grand 
opening of their new business located at 11238 Boyette Road, Riverview. 
Local businesses came out to enjoy menu samples and to welcome them 
to the Riverview Community. AmberJack’s Bar & Grill is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11am- 1am and Friday-Saturday 11am-3am. For 
more information call (813) 677-4848 or visit their website at www.am-
berjacksbarandgrill.com. 

Chamber members welcome new local business AmberJack’s Bar 
& Grill.

Its all about fashion jewelry
On Thursday, April 19, Park Lane Fashion Jewelry hosted a Greater 

Riverview Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to wel-
come the jewelry line’s new Area Director, Lisa Wheeler. Chamber 
members were treated to a light breakfast while learning about the jew-
elry line employment opportunities within the company.

For more information call Lisa at (813) 967-3694 or visit www.
parklanejewelry.com.

Amy Burness and Colleen Sa-
vard recently upgraded their skills 
to bring you fresh and exciting 
salon services. Amy and Colleen 
were two of the dedicated salon 
professionals, who attended The 
Redken Exchange overlooking 
5th Ave in New York City.  Along 
with other stylists from around the 
globe Amy and Colleen learned 
advanced techniques in hair de-

From left to right Jayson, Colleen Savard, Adina, Amy Burness and 
Hugo, Jayson, Adina and Hugo are the Exchange educators.

Local stylists get updated
sign from leading experts in the 
salon industry.

The Redken Exchange is the 
leading resource for learning in 
the professional salon industry, so 
it was a great opportunity for Amy 
and Colleen to be there. Thou-
sands attend from almost every 
country in the world, making it a 
great venue for exchanging tips, 
ideas and techniques with other 
stylists- as well as for getting the 
latest information on Redken hair 
care and styling products.

Consumers interested in fresh, 
modern, innovative style or color 
can call Victoria’s 5th Avenue Sa-
lon at 813-645-0109 to make an 
appointment.

See the current issues of 
The Observer News, 

as well as past issues, classified advertising, 
advertising information, and much more!

www.ObserverNews.net

Friends of Tampa 
Union Station is an-

nouncing that Historic Tampa 
Union Station will be the site of 
events for the Tampa Union Sta-
tion Centennial and National Train 
Day, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 12. Admission is 
free. The preliminary schedule for 
National Train Day in Tampa fea-
tures: 

• Railroad equipment displays! 
Amtrak equipment open for tours 

• Operating model trains! From 
the Suncoast Model Railroad 
Club, H.B. Plant Model Railroad 
Historical Society, and more 

• Live Music! 
• Food Trucks! 
• History and railroading exhib-

its! 
Tampa Union Station, construct-

ed as a joint project of the Atlan-
tic Coast Line Railroad, Seaboard 
Air Line Railway, and the Tampa 
Northern Northern Railroad, 
opened to the public on May 15, 
1912. Some of Tampa’s prominent 
citizens of the time, such as Col. 
Peter O. Knight, pushed for the 
opening of the new station, which 
was originally constructed for a 
cost of $250,000. It was restored in 
1998 after many years of neglect.

For more informatin visit www.
nationaltrainday.com.

Attention all 
Veterans

Sun City Center Chapter #110 
of the Disabled American Vet-
erans (DAV) has opened an out-
reach center in Conessa Hall at the 
Prince of Peace Church located at 
702 Valley Forge Blvd., Sun City 
Center.

Bob Gerdes and Darrell Katz 
are DAV certified service officers 
who will discuss benefits and as-
sist with claims for all veterans in 
South Hillsborough County. Male 
and female Vets are welcome to 
participate in this non-denomina-
tional, and free service. Appoint-
ments are available for Tuesday 
mornings from 9 a.m.- noon.

Drivers also are needed to as-
sist Veterans with transportation to 
James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital 
in Tampa.

For more information call Bob 
at 813-634-1761 or Darrell at 813-
260-3692.

All aboard for the 
Tampa Union 

Station 
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HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

We are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center
At Home Auto Care, Inc.

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.athomeauto.net
Lic# MVS51635
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®

Sun City Dental Center

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for 
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other 

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the 
advertisement for the free service, examination or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case
** Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/ type of  case 

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

633-2636
General Dentist

727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Thomas A. DeVol,
D.D.S., P.A.

Practicing Dentistry
for 26 years

Chuck Fredericks,
Lab Technician,

41 years experience

Our Own In-House Denture Lab
• OUR LAB TECH HAS 41+ YEARS 

OF EXPERIENCE

• SAME DAY RELINES AND REPAIRS

• NEW DENTURES AND PARTIALS

• FILLINGS, CROWNS AND BRIDGES

• FOCUSED ON ECONOMICAL 
TREATMENT CHOICES

• YOUR UPPER AND LOWER FULL  
DENTURES MADE IN JUST ONE WEEK**

New Patients and Emergencies Are 
Always Welcome

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

0140. Limit one per patient.
Exp. 5/31/12

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 5/31/12

 0210 0110

“Carefree bathing is just a step away”

813-448-3711
®

CARDS
®

CARDS

The Safer Bathing Solution
If you have arthritis, a general loss of mobility or just getting in and out of your bath is too di�cult, 

Lifestyle Remodeling has a selection of walk-in tubs especially for you! As a preferred provider of 
quality walk-in tubs in West Central Florida, Lifestyle Remodeling o�ers a complete line of walk-in 

tubs, superior to the tubs you see on TV...all at prices that �t your lifestyle and budget.

Just open the door, step in, and 
enjoy a nice hot bath!

License #CGC1518164

TAKE THE SAFE STEP TO YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Lifestyle Remodeling

FREE
Your Installed 
Walk-In Tub

tify our citizens of emergencies or 
threatening situations,” Cook said. 
“We don’t rely on just one method 
of notification as you may realize 
that no one system is the ‘silver bul-
let’ as it were.”

Cook’s point was graphically 
proven earlier this month when a 
lightning strike disabled one Okla-
homa town’s tornado siren system. 
As a tornado bore down on Wood-
ward, OK, some of the community’s 
sirens remained silent. Five people 
were killed and 20 were injured in 
that storm.

According to Cook, NOAA 
Weather Radios remain among 
the best options for Hillsborough 
residents to be notified of weather 
emergencies. With hurricane sea-
son only weeks away, if you don’t 
already have one, now is the time 
to get one.

“Currently we work closely with 
the State of Florida’s Warning Point 
as well as the National Weather 
Service–Ruskin when it involves 
severe weather,” Cook continued. 
“Currently the NOAA Weather Ra-
dios are still highly recommended 
for notifications of severe weather. 
We also have a voice notification 
system that we use to notify citizens 
of threats or emergency situations. 
We do not have a text base notifica-
tion system currently.”

The Hillsborough County Sher-
iff’s Office maintains a reverse-911 
system to notify residents in specif-
ic areas of everything from severe 
weather to emergency evacuations 
or missing persons. The system, 
however, is designed to work only 
with published telephone numbers. 
Those with unpublished numbers 
can call 813-247-8200 to make a re-
quest to be included in the system.

According to Cook, however, the 
county is currently reviewing emer-
gency notification options, includ-

ing a text messaging system, to de-
termine if that would enhance their 
notification systems.

“I do agree that having the text 
feature for making notifications to 
our citizens is a great tool.”

Cook mentioned it was used suc-
cessfully in a previous position he 
held outside of Hillsborough Coun-
ty.

County emergency managers and 
commissioners will decide if such a 
system is feasible and appropriate 
in Hillsborough County. In the past, 
such systems have been criticized 
for providing messages too late and 
for consuming large amounts of 
cellular bandwidth, thus potential-
ly having an impact on people at-
tempting to call 911 via cell phone. 
As more and more people turn to 
cell phones, however, and as cellu-
lar companies increase capacity, the 
latter issue, at least, might be mut-
ed. Advancing technology should 
answer the former.

“Cost is a major factor in utilizing 
this technology,” Cook said. “But 
we are looking for the best solution 
as our only goal is to insure our citi-
zen’s safety.”

Commissioner Sharpe apparently 
agrees with that sentiment. Re-
sources will always play a role in 
what can be done during an emer-
gency, but the bottom line is al-
ways saving lives in Hillsborough 
County. Of course, it must always 
be something the county can afford 
and justify.

“I am open to [learning about] 
anything that will help save a life,” 
Sharpe said.

For information about the HCSO 
Reverse 911 Community Notifica-
tion System, visit www.hcso.tampa.
fl.us/A-Z-Directory/R/Reverse-911.
aspx on the web. NOAA Weather 
Radios are available at most major 
retailers.

Saving your life
Continued from page 1 ■



A place where families  
can play together online 
   For a fun and safe place for kids, parents and even grand parents to play together online, visit 
buildabearville.com, the Build-A-Bear Workshop virtual world. Build-A-Bear Workshop is committed 
to working together with kids, parents, educators, industry experts, policy makers, and law enforcement 
officials to make the Internet a safer place for kids through 
education and awareness. The tools that are currently 
available at buildabearville.com for kids to learn about 
Internet safety include:

n Cyber Safety Quiz 

n Landing page with tips and suggestions on playing 
safe online

n Events throughout the year to promote safe play

In 2010, Build-A-Bearville received the Inaugural 
StopCyberbullying Award from StopCyberbullying.org. 
In 2009 the site earned the WiredKids Best of the Web 
Award sponsored by WiredSafety.org and in 2008, Build-
A-Bearville received the I-Parenting Award. 
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FAmIly FeAtureS 

P
arents’ concerns about Internet safety used to be confined to 
the computer. today, kids have more access to the Internet 
through smart phones and gaming devices so the potential for 
cyberbullying is greater than ever. 

Cyberbullying is when one minor uses technology 
as a weapon to target another young person. According to 
StopCyberbullying.org, elementary and middle schools report 
cyberbullying as the most frequent problem they face.  
  Most people think of cyberbullying as girl to girl. Girls become the 
more prevalent cyberbullies in middle school, harassing other girls and 
boys. Cyberbullying at the elementary school level is typically boy to 
boy due to the higher percentage of boys who play online games as 
opposed to girls. 

Twenty percent of kids in the fourth through sixth grade have 
reported one type of cyberbullying when playing games, including:

n Password theft

n Accessing and stealing virtual items

n Mean messages 

Tips for parents  
and kids

What kids can do
    “Cyberbullying starts early and lasts a lifetime,” said Parry 
Aftab, founder and Executive Director of WiredSafety, home of 
StopCyberbullying.org and Wiredkids.org. “We have to teach our 
children good digital hygiene — about password safety and following 
the Internet Golden rule — don’t do anything online that you 
wouldn’t do offline.”

Here are some other things kids can do to help prevent 
cyberbullying:
n Protect your identity and reputation by being careful not to share 

your name, contact information, or pictures.
n realize that what is put in the digital world can stay there forever. 

Only post pictures that you would want your parents, peers and 
school to see.

n Create secure passwords. Passwords should be easy to remember, 
hard to guess. If you have to write it down, it’s too hard to 
remember. If it’s a pet’s name, your middle name, your favorite 
sports team, etc., it’s too easy to guess. remember, a combination 
of numbers and letters is always best. 

n Don’t share your passwords. Don’t allow kids to give out their 
password to others. eighty-five percent of elementary school 
students and 70 per cent of teens polled said they shared their 
password with at least one friend. That’s one friend too many. 
Friends can be cyberbullies too, sign ing onto your account, 
impersonating you and possibly embarrassing you. They can also 
change your password, locking you out of your account.

What parents can do
    Parental involvement is key to preventing cyberbullying and 
keeping kids safe online. Marsali Hancock, president and CEO of the 
Internet Keep Safe Coalition (www.ikeepsafe.org), recommends the 
following tips for parents to keep their children safe online: 

n Keep current with technology. you don’t have to be an expert, 
but a little understanding goes a long way towards keeping your 
child safe online. Get basic technical training and learn about new 
products as they are released.

n Keep communicating with your child about what he or she is 
experiencing on the Internet and with technology in general. 
Know their lingo, and ask when you don’t understand some thing. 
Work to keep communication lines open.

n Keep checking your child’s Internet activity. Know where they go 
online. Let them know that you will keep check ing because you 
want them to under stand that the Internet is a public forum and 
never truly private.

n Keep participating with your child’s online activities. they are 
the experts, so you can ask them to help you. Not only will your 
knowledge of the digital world be strengthened — so will your 
relationship with your children.

“When we ask our kids what is going on at school they often reply 
‘not much,’ but when we play online games with them, they start to 
talk about other things going on in their lives, too — it is a great way  
to ease into conversations that may other wise be difficult to get 
started,” said Mary Heston, director of the Wiredsafety’s Wiredmoms 
program. 
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more

 

Welcome Marie, Nail Tech, to our staff

Tuesday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Miriam Luisa

Maria
Annette Annette’s

Beauty Salon
FULL SERVICE SALON

for Men and Women
Corner Hwy. 301 & S.R. 674, 

Suite #108
in the Village Plaza

(next to Copper Penny)634-5422

Mani/Pedi Combo $30

Special
$10
$7

Exp. 6/30/12

it’s more like one in three. But 
our charitable status isn’t only 
based on scholarships for the 
poor. We offer other things to the 
community that entitle us to keep 
our 501(c)(3) status.”

In 2011 the Tampa Metropolitan 
Area YMCA provided area 
residents more than $7.1 million 
in scholarships.

Meanwhile, local businesses are 
worried that the new Y’s proposed 
location – which would be 
visible right off the Apollo Beach 
Interstate exit- will keep people 
from going into Apollo Beach to 
use their facilities.

“I was planning an expansion 
but have now put my plans on 
hold until I hear what happens 
with the Y,” said Phillip Penticost, 
owner of Victory Martial Arts 
Academy on Apollo Beach 
Boulevard. “An expansion is a 
5-year business plan and now 
I don’t know what’s going to 
happen.”

Penticost, who originally came 
to Florida from England, has been 
in business in Apollo Beach for 
two years. 

Nancy and Rusty Solomon, 
owners of the Tampa Bay Martial 
Arts Academy, have been in 
Apollo Beach 14 years. Offering 
three complete programs, 
kickboxing, self defense and after 
school for youth, they also plan a 
summer camp.

Andy Keith was kickboxing 
in the same class as his two 
daughters, 5 and 7, when I arrived 
to take photographs. He said he’s 
there because he wants his girls to 
learn to defend themselves.

Eileen Eletto was also kicking 
up a storm Saturday morning. At 
68, Eileen has been kickboxing 
about three months and says her 
energy and strength have never 
been better. “I’m preparing for my 
50th class reunion and I want to 
look good,” she told me.

But the real strength of the 
Solomon’s programs was laid out 
by Shellie Nichols, whose three 
sons take part.

“Nothing the Y or any other 
program can do can replace 
these people,” said Nichols. 
“The Solomons are active with 
the whole family and with the 
schools. This presents a triangle 
of communication so the boys 
know everyone is in contact and 
aware of their actions.”

Her son Andrew, 8, said he 
loves the program because it helps 
him make better decisions. “It 
helps me control myself,” he said.

Andrew’s older brothers John 
Paul, 13 and Alex, 17 also take 
part and Alex also helps out with 
the kids after school.

Bruce Davis, owner of Flip 
Flops and Fitness in Apollo 
Beach, thinks Wimauma or 
Gibsonton would have been 
more suitable for the clientele the 
YMCA is trying to serve.

“The YMCA talks about its 
scholarships for families that can’t 
afford to belong,” Davis said. 
“So why not put it in an area like 
Wimauma or Gibsonton where 
there would be lots more who 
can’t afford to join health clubs?”

Many business owners pointed 
out that the current proposed 
location is near master planned 
communities along the Big Bend 
corridor that all have their own 
pools, tennis courts and gyms.

Davis says his main concern is 
traffic – especially the Interstate 
entrance and exit- at Apollo 
Beach. “It is so very dangerous 
and will eventually need a 
cloverleaf like Brandon has. 

When St. Joseph’s (hospital) 
and the mall are built on Big 
Bend, it will be terrible. It’s bad 
enough now. I don’t see why the 
county doesn’t designate this 
particular plot of land for road 
improvements that can be made 
by the state.”

Davis, a former trainer of 
Olympic gymnasts, says people 
who are serious about gymnastics 
will seek him out anyway because 
of his reputation with Olympians.  
“I’m not worried about losing 
business,” he stated. “But I think 
the area chosen for the project is 
all wrong for the community.”

Teo Leonard, owner of Tampa 
PC Networks on Boytte Road 
in Riverview, has a different 
concern.

Leonard was on the board of 
his church when it was working 
with the YMCA to possibly go 
together and buy land on U.S. 
301. “This was way before the 
“needs study” they are referring to 
now. “Because I was on the board 
of the church when we were 
deciding whether to work with the 
Y I know the facts presented (by 
Tom Looby and county officials) 
at the meeting (in January in 
Gibsonton) are incorrect. The 
county has decided where it wants 
this facility to go and has already 
made up its mind.”

Leonard’s church, the South 
Shore Methodist Church that used 
to meet at East Bay High school, 
eventually merged with Big Bend 
Methodist Church instead of 
working with the YMCA. “We 
just decided it wouldn’t be a good 
fit,” he said.

Carrie Elwell, who owns Kids 
R Kids child care in Kings Lake 
Plaza on Big Bend Road along 
with her husband Kevin, says 
what worries her most about the 
county putting out money in a 
joint public-private project is that 
there is a budget crunch.

“There is an educational budget 
crisis in our state and county 
causing established and effective 
programs, such as School 
Readiness and the county’s 
Parks and Recreation programs 
to be cut or eliminated,” Elwell 
said. “These, and other targeted 
programs, had been effective in 
helping an underserved and at-risk 
population of our community’s 

children. In light of this, it seems 
counter-intuitive for the county to 
provide millions of dollars in tax 
breaks and land grants to a quasi-
public entity.”

Last week’s Observer News 
contained a story about the county 
entertaining a proposal to allow 
the YMCA to be built on what is 
currently listed as ELAPP land 
(ELAPP being the Environmental 
Acquisition and Protection 
Program) by using a clause in 
ELAPP documents that has not 
been used before. Those who have 
not read that story may find it at 
www.observernews.net.

The public, both residents and 
business owners, may attend 
any of three meetings scheduled 
before the County Commission 
votes on whether to allow the 
currently-protected land to be 
released for use by the YMCA.

One of them is scheduled in 
the Planning Commission board 
room at its regular monthly board 
meeting May 14 at 2 p.m. Then, 
the same day at 5:30 p.m. there 
will be another chance for the 
public to comment at an open 
meeting also at the Planning 
Commission at County Center. 
At that meeting the Planning 
Commission will vote on whether 
to approve a measure presented 
by staff to allow land currently 
under the preservation program 
ELAPP to use its “acquisition of 
convenience” clause and release 
the land for use by the YMCA.

If the Planning Commission 
approves the measure, then 
County Commissioners will vote 
June 7 at 6 p.m. after giving the 
public a final chance to comment.

Tax-exempt competition
Continued from page 1 ■

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTOS
Nancy and Rusty Solomon (in the center of the back row) and their 
Saturday morning students take a moment to explain how their ex-
ercises help people of any age. The Solomons own and operate the 
Tampa Bay Martial Arts Academy at 6038 U.S. 41 in Apollo Beach.

Kids R Kids Southshore in Kings Lake Plaza on Big Bend Road in 
Apollo Beach is just one of the many private child care facilities in 
South County that picks children up after school in its own bus and 
takes them to their after school program. 

Eileen Eletto, 68, has only been 
training for three months and 
says she feels better than she 
has in years. 
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

Area Places of Worship

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.uuofscc.org

Consensus is not truth.
— Bessman & Swazey

Ruskin Foursquare Church
Building Community Thru God’s Love
106 7th Ave. N.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570
N. Blanton (813) 309-3558

Pastor Norman
&

 Sherril Blanton

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Wed. Bible Study

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil ................. 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

Women’s Retreat May 4th & 5th

Join us for a fun-filled weekend as we learn how to love well! The Women’s Ministry 
of South Bay Church will be hosting a two-day Beth Moore video retreat

Fri., May 4, 5:30 to 9 p.m. & Sat., May 5, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Register and pay online through April 22 at www.SouthBay.cc. $25 per 

person. Email info@southbay.cc for more information.

SOUTH BAY CHURCH
13498 US 301 S. • Riverview, FL 33578 • 677-0721
www.southbay.cc • Pastor: David Speicher

Visit SouthBay.cc for details on Celebrate Recovery Training; Youth/Kids Summer Camp; much more

Sunday Services: 9 & 11 a.m.

Area Obituaries

Joyce M. Beehler
Joyce M. Beehler, 89, died April 15, 

2012 of various age related causes. 
Joyce was born in New Jersey on 
February 9, 1923.

After graduation from Jersey City 
State Teachers College, Joyce moved 
with her best friend to Arizona.

In August, 1947 Joyce married John 
Beehler in  Phoenix, AZ. They were 
later divorced and Joyce moved back 
to New Jersey with her two daughters.

Joyce taught elementary school in 
Westwood, NJ until her retirement in 
1988. Upon retirement, she moved to 
Sun City Center, FL.

Joyce is survived by two daughters, 
one grandchild, two great grandchildren 
and her lifelong friend, Carol 
Sorehagen.

Joyce was cremated in Ruskin, FL. 
No memorial service is planned at this 
time.

Wellington H. 
(Wellie) Ent

Wellington H. (Wellie) Ent, 91, of Sun 
City Center, passed away peacefully 
at home on Monday, April 16.  He 
had resided with his daughter, Linda, 
during his illness of the past six months 
and was surrounded by his loving 
daughters at the time of his passing.  
He was born and raised in Bloomsburg, 
Pennsylvania, the son of the late 
Wellington H. and Miriam C. (Brink) 
Ent.   He was one of four children 
and was the last surviving member 
of his family.   He graduated from 
Bloomsburg High School in 1938 and 
served in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II.  He worked in the family owned 
bus company for many years before 
driving for Friedman’s Express, Wilkes 
Barre, PA, until his retirement in 1982.  
After living in Bloomsburg most of his 
life, he moved to Florida over 24 years 
ago and enjoyed his active retirement 
in Sun City Center, FL.  He was a 
member of the Sun City Center Shrine 
Club and the Egypt Temple of Tampa 
and was a 32nd degree Mason in the 
DeSoto Masonic Lodge, Riverview, 
FL.  He was also a member of the 
Scottish Rite Club, Sun City Center, 
the former SCC High Twelve Club, the 
DeSoto Chapter #201 of the Order of 
the Eastern Star, Ruskin, FL, the Elks 
Lodge #2672, Ruskin, FL, the Masonic 
Oriental Lodge #460, Orangeville, PA, 
a lifetime member of American Legion 
Post #541, Bloomsburg, PA, and the 
Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, 
Louisville, KY.  When in good health, 
Wellie was active in the Shrine Club and 
believed passionately in his volunteer 
work at the Shriners Childrens Hospital 
in Tampa.  He also had been a former 
volunteer member of the Sun City 
Center Security Patrol.

He is survived by his two daughters, 
Linda McCown and Patricia Casacci, 
both of Sun City Center, a stepson, 
Douglas Hippensteel, and his wife, 

Kathy, Millville, PA, and a stepdaughter, 
Joyce Wolf and her husband, Dale, 
Orangeville, PA, several nieces and 
nephews and step-grandchildren, and 
one step-great grandchild.  He was 
predeceased by his son, David Ent, in 
1983, by his three wives, Virginia M. Ent 
in 1979, Ruth Hippensteel Ent in 1987, 
and Marguerite Ent (of Sun City Center) 
in 2001, by his parents and his two 
sisters, Eleanor Ent Pollock, Mansfield, 
PA and Ruth Ent Lupini, Bloomsburg, 
PA and his brother, Charles (Chick) 
Ent, Berwick, PA. 

A Celebration of Wellie’s Life, which 
will include a Masonic Service, will be 
held on Monday, April 30, at 11:00 AM 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 
1239 Del Webb Boulevard West, Sun 
City Center, with the Reverend Dr. Mark 
Salmon officiating.  A reception will be 
held in the Church Hall immediately 
following the services. 

Cremation arrangements were made 
by Zipperer’s Funeral Home in Ruskin, 
and burial of his ashes will take place 
at a later date in the family plot in 
Pennsylvania. Memorial contributions 
may be made in his memory to the 
Shriners Childrens Hospital in Tampa or 
to Lifepath Hospice of Sun City Center. 

Wellington H. Ent obituary 
continued at top of page

Wellington H. Ent obituary 
continued

Larry Mirkle
Larry Mirkle, 60, lost his battle with 

cancer on March 20, 2012. He is 
survived by his wife Karen; sons, Scott 
( Kristin) and Charlie (Sarah); brother, 
Charles; sisters, Jody Hamilton, Susan 
Gibons, Barb (Jim) Stenger and 3 
grandchildren. 

National Day of 
Prayer is May 3

The National Day of Prayer will 
be held from 7 to 9 p.m.,Thursday, 
May 3 at Legends Field, 3802 Mar-
tin Luther King Blvd., Tampa. The 
stadium can hold 10,400 people in 
the infield. This event is sponsored 
by members of the Community 
Campaign.

Community Sing planned
South Hillsborough Ministerial Association 

(SHMA), an organized, interactive group of 
local church ministers and congregations com-
mitted to the work of The Lord Jesus Christ in 
South Hillsborough County, will facilitate the month-
ly “Community Sing” on Monday, April 30 at the 
Maranatha Church of God located at 55 6th Avenue 
S.E., Ruskin, Fl beginning at 7 p.m.  Grace and Truth 
Fellowship International will be the “host” Church.  A 
“Worship Prelude” to the sing will begin at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
be served.

For more information call (813) 634-5585.  

Chai Chapter of 
Hadassah to meet

You won’t want to miss author, 
poet and presenter Fran Orenstein 
who will be the guest speaker at 
the Chai Chapter of Hadassah 
monthly meeting at 1:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 17 at Beth Israel, 
1115 Del Webb E., Sun City Cen-
ter. This event is open to members 
and non-members. Refreshments 
will be served. 

R.S.V.P. to Carol at monkey-
andwife@yahoo.com, or call 813-
829-7227.

Churches unite for 
National Day of 
Prayer

The South Hillsborough Min-
isterial Association (SHMA) will 
host a local expression of the 61st  
Annual National Day of Prayer.  
This year’s event will be held from 
4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
May 3 at E. G. Simmons Park lo-
cated at 2401 19th Avenue NW, 
Ruskin.  The theme for this year 
is “One Nation Under God.”  All 
local pastors, congregations, in-
tercessors, ministries, and others 
interested in “prayer” in the South 
Hillsborough community are in-
vited to participate.  Families are 
welcomed. Restrooms and play-
grounds are available.  Free food 
and drinks will be available.  This 
year, SHMA will underwrite the 
Park entry fee.  Upon arrival at the 
gate, mention: “National Day of 
Prayer Event.”

For more information, call 813-
645-1538.  www.shmasouthshores.
org

Marvin J. Schmitt
The Honorable Marvin J. Schmitt, 93, 

passed away Monday, April 23. 
He is survived by his wife, 

Patricia; daughter, Claudia; son, 
John; 3 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren. Mr. Schmitt was a 
retired Federal Court Judge who began 
his legal career as an attorney for the 
National Labor Relations Board. He 
was also a decorated veteran of WWII, 
rising to the rank of Staff Sergeant in 
the USAF.  He will be greatly missed by 
family and friends.

 The service will be held at 10:30 
a.m. on Saturday, April 28 at St. Anne’s 
Church in Ruskin.  

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the St. Anne’s Building Fund.  
Checks can be sent to 106 11th Ave 
NE, Ruskin, FL  33570
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Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Area Places of Worship

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Saturday

4:00 p.m. ............................. Sanctuary (Casual Service)
5:00 p.m. ................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)

Sunday
8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. .................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)

Bookstore 633-8595 Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Pastor: dr. daniel White

Spiritual Leader

Rev. Sue Meixner
813-362-0806
sue@alterways.com

Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Sun City Center 

Chamber of Commerce
1651 Sun City Center Plaza

New Thought ChurchReligious Science/SOM

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday ..................................................................12 noon
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Lord’s Lighthouse Mission receives donation
The Mission Board of The United Community Church, 1501 La Jolla Avenue visited the Lord’s Lighthouse 

Mission to present a check for their very special work and care in the community. The Lord’s Lighthouse Mis-
sion is located in Ruskin and was founded by Pastor Bill and Dora Cruz with the assistance and association 
of St. John the Divine Episcopal Church. There they offer Spanish services on Sunday as most of the clients 
are Hispanic. They have a food bank, provide help with obtaining social services, provide meals to the needy, 
clothing, weekly food baskets to about 250 families, crisis intervention, spiritual counseling, and general infor-
mation and support to those in need. Rev. Bill and Dora began after their retirement from the Good Samaritan 
Mission and  it is a family run operation with their two daughters helping. The church presented a check for 
$1,505 from the Mission of the Month fund. 

From left to right: Doreen Cruz, Mayda Cruz-Maxwell (kneeling), Mary Houston, Alice Tolley, Beverly 
Majewski, Rev. Bill Cruz, Paula Lickfeldt, Mission Chair Beverly Bassette,  and Audrey Vietzke

CCW- Card Party 
planned

 The Council of Catholic Women 
of Prince of Peace Catholic Church 
invites anyone who likes to play 
cards or any board game to make 
up a table in advance and come to 
their monthly Dessert Card Party 
on Wednesday, May 9 from noon 
until 3:30 p.m. in Conesa Center.

They furnish cards, pencils and 
tallies.  They have an assortment of 
desserts plus table and door prizes.

For more information call 813-
633-2460.

KidzKlub of United Methodist Church 
receives Lockmiller Grant

The Children’s Coalition of the Florida Conference of the United 
Methodist Church has awarded a prestigious 2012 Lockmiller Grant to 
KidzKlub, a weekly Children’s Ministry focusing on children in South 
Hillsborough County.  The Lockmiller Grant is awarded to programs 
that reach out into the community to meet the needs of children and their 
families in economic and/or social stress. The grant recognizes outstand-
ing programs which focus on hunger reduction, educational enrichment, 
parenting skills and physical recreation. Under the leadership of Pat Hill, 
Director of Ministries, the United Methodist Church has plans to expand 
all areas of Children’s Ministry.  For more information, call 813-634-
2539 or visit www.sccumc.com.  

Members of the KidzKlub.

Youth music program receives support
The South Shore Symphony Orchestra has received a grant for a 

 musical youth instrumental lesson program to be held at the Firehouse 
Culture Center in Ruskin. The South Shore Symphony Orchestra will 
present a program called the “Young Student after School Music Lesson 
Program.” Mr. Galati, President of the SSSO said, “This program is for 
those students that would like to learn to play a musical instrument. The 
program will be starting shortly for children from ages 9 to 13 in elemen-
tary and middle school in SouthShore. 

Lessons will be in a class setting at the new Firehouse Cultural Center 
in Ruskin. The lesson program will include most musical instruments 
used in an orchestra or band. These lessons will be for all students and 
will be taught by professional musicians from the South Shore Sym-
phony Orchestra or by other professional musicians and teachers.” An 
announcement will be made as to the exact start date and sign-up dates 
for these lesson programs.

The SSSO is pleased to accept this grant from the Interfaith Action 
Council of Sun City Center with funds from the Nearly New Shop of Sun 
City Center. These funds will help the youth of SouthShore enjoy the 
experience of learning music and playing a musical instrument.

The SSSO will also form a Jr. /Youth orchestra and/or band from these 
funds and musicians or others that already play a musical instrument of 
the ages 9 to 13. This Grant will help students rent to own new musical 
instruments for a low monthly fee with a 0% interest rate for the life of 
the rental loan. Those that already play an instrument can join the Jr. 
orchestra/band immediately and are eligible to rent to own instruments 
also.

Vacation Bible 
School planned

Registration begins May 1 for 
the DoDad’s Discovery Lab, where 
children will discover and learn 
about the Fruits of the Spirit at St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church 
on 3315 Bryan Road in Brandon. 
The classes are for children ages 3 
years (as of 9/1/2011) through 5th 
grade. The cost is $25 per child, at 
a maximum per family of $50. If 
the parent/grandparent/adult family 
member volunteers (a background 
check is required) and the registration 
fee is waived for the first child and 
a 50% discount for the second and 
there after child. Family maximum 
is $50. Online registration and 
payment is available at the church 
website www.saumc.net.

For more information, call 813-
689-6849.

Seeds From the 
Sower

While in Rome, I walked into 
a store to buy a shirt. But when I 
reached for my billfold, it wasn’t in 
my hip pocket.

“Sorry,” I said, “I don’t have my 
money.”

On reaching the hotel, I took off 
my coat, and out fell my billfold. I 
had changed pockets.

Why couldn’t I buy that shirt? I 
didn’t have any money? No, I had 
money, but I didn’t know I had it.

Do you know why Christians are 
defeated? They don’t know they 
have the power of God. But have 
the Son of God and you’ll have His 
strength.

St. Paul said, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens 
me.”

For more visit TheSower.com
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Muslim precepts presented to Sun City Center retirees 
By MELODY JAMESON ■

SUN CITY CENTER – 
Controversy frequently follows 
Hassan Shibly, Esq., but it does 
not so much as slow down this 
advocate for Islam on a mission. 

Shibly, whose November 
presentation to college-bound 
seniors at Steinbrenner High 
School raised parental ires and 
subsequently produced a stormy 
Hillsborough County School 
Board session, spoke here last 
week. He was the invited guest of 
the Universalist Unitarians.

A U.S. trained attorney admitted 
to practice in both Florida and 
federal courts, Shibly heads the 
Tampa office of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations 
(CAIR). And his mission, he 
told the 30 or so assembled UUs, 
is to acquaint non-Muslims 
with the facts of the faith. It is 
ignorance, he asserted, that leads 
to misunderstandings. “When we 
speak to each other” he added, 
“we build respect for each other 
and learn from each other.”

Seeming to separate himself and 
most other Muslims from those 
who call themselves Muslim but 
foment terrorism, Shibly declared 
“Islam teaches that human rights 
are often greater than God’s 
rights,”  adding that “you (we) 
cannot pray to God all day and 
then hurt people at night.” It is 
Muslim practice to pray five times 
each day. 

Speaking of God, he continued, 
Muslims believe that theirs is 
not a separate God but rather 
that there is only one, which 
is neither male nor female, 
a being above and beyond 
human comprehension who 
is represented by the several 
prophets, which include Abraham, 
Jesus Christ and Mohammed. 

And, he added, “Islam is more 
tolerant of Christianity than 
Christianity is of Islam.” 

Relating an anecdote about a 
mother who despaired when she 
believed she had lost her child, 
but then recovered the child and 
experienced unbridled joy, Shibly 
measured God’s love against that 
of the joyous mother. “God’s love 
for humanity is greater than that 
mother’s unbounded love for her 
child,” he said. 

As part of his overview of 
Islam, Shibly outlined for the 
UUs the five pillars of the faith: 
testimony, prayer, fasting, alms 
giving and pilgrimage. And, 
standing before them, he practiced 
at least the first two. 

As the day drew to a close, 
Shibly excused himself and left 
the podium for a few moments of 
silent prayer, joining with millions 
of Muslims around the world in 
one of the most obvious rituals 
that characterizes their faith. He 
then returned to the group to 
answer questions. 

Asked about the Muslim 
position on atheism, the attorney 
replied that in the Islamic faith the 
one unforgiveable failing is to die 
without ever recognizing God. 

And when the subject of 
Muslim attitudes toward and 

MELODY JAMESON PHOTO
Hassan Shibly, Esq. spoke to 
SCC group

treatment of women was raised, 
Shibly sidestepped and countered 
that in the context of Islam as it 
is practiced in his world, in fact, 
his wife can have more power 
than he has. Because his wife, in 
their faith, is entitled to keep all 
that she earns while his earnings 
must be used to support her and 
their family, he said, she may 
accumulate more materially than 
he and therefore would have 
greater power if it is equated with 
money. He later acknowledged 
that his wife does not work 
outside the home.

On the subject of money, Shibly 
also noted that in the Islamic 
belief, charging interest on a loan 
is a greater offense than adultery. 
To make a loan to someone 
is commendable because it is 
helpful, he explained, but to add 
interest to the loan when due 
for repayment is unacceptable 
because it can create a burden 
which is harmful. 

He also acknowledged that 
there are extremists who distort 
the Qur’an to fit their agendas. 
“There never is justification 
for terrorism he asserted, “but 
terrorism stems from political 
differences, not from religious 
differences.” 

Born in Syria but raised in the 
United States since the age of 
four, Shibly grew up in a Sunni 
Muslim home in Buffalo, N.Y., 
the son of parents who both are 
professionals. He earned his 
undergraduate degree as well 
as his law degree at New York 
University, Buffalo. Now just 25, 
he also is married and the father 
of three children. 

It is his three offspring, he told 
The Observer in an interview 
following the meeting, which 
drive his dedication to CAIR, 
primarily a civil rights and 
anti-defamation organization 
headquartered in Washington, 
D.C. He could earn more as 
an attorney in private practice, 
he noted, but added that at the 
present time it is more important 
to uphold the U.S. Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights on the civil 
rights front. Their precepts protect 
everyone, he said. 

Elaborating on his comments 
to the UUs concerning women’s 
rights under Islamic law, Shibly 
acknowledged there are abuses 
such as so called “honor killing” 

which is murder of an offending 
female by her male relatives 
who perceive themselves to be 
dishonored. However, he pointed 
out what he considers a certain 
“double standard.” American 
men, in fact, murder women for 
all kinds of offenses they feel 
dishonor them, but it simply is not 
known as “honor killing” he said. 
Another difference is American 
criminal law which severely 
punishes proven murder.

Asked about the several 
documentary films which have 
circulated in the U.S. during 
recent years and focus on reported 
training camps in several states 
– Georgia, North Carolina, New 

York, Virginia, Colorado – where 
young Muslim converts are taught 
how and where to wage war 
on “infidel” Americans, Shibly 
emphatically denied they exist. 
Any effort to overthrow the U.S. 
government would be blatantly 
illegal, he insisted, and if such 
training facilities existed they 
therefore would be forcefully 
entered and closed by U.S. law 
enforcement.

And when it comes to the root 
of conflicts in the Middle East, 
Shibly attributed the warfare 
during the last 60 plus years 
since Israel was established 
to “colonization” leading to a 
“cutting up” and a repopulation of 

the area at the expense of peoples 
with historic claims. This is what 
has given rise, he indicated, to 
terrorist groups such as Hasbollah 
and Hamas.

In Syria today, he noted, bloody 
battles are ongoing because its 
people want so badly to have the 
freedoms others enjoy. 

Closer to home, Shibly allowed 
that he has been threatened from 
time to time and is vigilant. He 
and his family, he added, must 
take security precautions, but their 
determination to bridge the divide 
created by the misunderstandings 
of Islam is not diminished. 

Copyright 2012 Melody 
Jameson

Want to live better on the money you already make? Visit www.stretcher.com 
to find hundreds of articles to help you stretch your day and your dollar! 
Affordable Herbs and Spices

I saw the tip about using cloves to repel bugs and was reminded of the sticker 
shock I got at the grocery store the last time I bought cloves. Wow! Now I buy 
all of my herbs and spices at the restaurant supply store where I get a much 
larger container for the same price (or less) than the grocery store. My hubby 
made a couple of shelves in a cupboard, which is away from heat and cold 
and stays dark with the door closed. They last past the date on the label, and if 
they start to get a little “weaker,” I just add a bit more to my recipe. I keep the 
spices that I use frequently out in some attractive containers on my counter for 
convenience.

Nancy in Santee
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M & M Printing Co., inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland estates ave., sW
ruskin, florida 33570
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310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE 312 ESTATE SAlES

105 PERSONAl

thank you st. Jude & st anthony 
for prayers answered. BK

260 FRUITS/VEg.

U-pick Tomatoes 
artesian farms sr 674 at 27th st. 
se, ruskin. Behind the Circle K. 

8am-5pm. 7 days a week.

Call for
Directions

Delivery Available

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

Quality Wicker & Rattan Furniture
2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed Weekends

We re-cover or make new cushions

Check us out @ www.QualityWicker.com

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR
EVERY ROOM INSIDE 

AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

almost new thrift store. 10008 
indiana st., gibsonton (1 block off 
Us 41, 1 block north gibsonton 
dr.,) Wednesday through saturday, 
9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, lots 
misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Upscale ladies clothing, like new. 
Purses, shoes, plus household 
items. formal dining room set. fri-
day & saturday, 4/27 & 4/28, 8am-
3pm. 810 King leon Way, sCC.

sidewalk sale. Weed whacker, 
Jig saw, chain saw, circular saw, 
seed spreader, tools & misc. items. 
saturday, 4/28, 8am-noon. 1204 
Hacienda dr., sCC

St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon-Fri. • 9 to 5
Saturday • 9 to 4

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
(Behind St. Anne Church
& Next to Kennco Mfg.)

Welcome Back to 
St. Vinnie’s... 

 

MATTRESS SALE
• Come see our new line of 
Quality Quilted Mattresses
• Lowest Prices in the Area!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
• See Photos showing the 
Wide Selection of Items
• www.svdpruskin.org.

donations needed
Please call (813) 645-5255

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 Women’s Tops Sale

BOGO
on all Ladies’ Tops
Plus, the secret sale

Above The Rest  
sCC upscale resale shop. 139 
s Pebble Beach Blvd., between 
Winn dixie & Cvs. Queen size 

wrought iron bed $99. new patio 
chairs $24 each. Be sure to check 
out our new notions department. 

813-633-5013

golf clubs & accessories sale  by 
retired club maker. Price below 
cost. friday & saturday, 4/27 & 
4/28, 8am-3pm. 810 King lion 
Way, sCC.

Yard sale. friday 4/27 & saturday 
4/28, 8am-2pm. 4330 Old Us 41 
south, Old sun City. Misc. tools, 
saws, yard tools, 3 man raft, tvs, 
new sirus radio, lots of misc.

25%-35% Less
than Big Box stores

Top Name Brands of Furniture

(813) 645-7777
Open: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

701 Hwy. 41 N. • Ruskin

310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE

Women plus size clothes, gospel 
albums, jewelry, books, sports 
cards & misc. 8am-2pm. 4/27 & 
4/28. 1812 ft. duquesna, sCC.

4/27 & 4/28, 8am-1pm. Multi family.  
637 ft. duquesna dr., sCC. lots of 
misc items & more.

a little bit of everything. Household 
items, linens & more. 2201 West 
lake dr., Wimauma. friday, 8am-
noon

sCC yard sale. 205 Cactus flower 
lane (off  Bluewater) something for 
everyone. friday & saturday 8am-
2pm. sunday 9am-?

312 ESTATE SAlES

741-0225
Cell: 382-7536

330  FURNITURE

360 gOlF CARTS

golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. 
Chargers, parts all related. ronny’s 
Carts & Parts.  813-484-9855 or 
813-645-4515

golf cart, gas. Bed in back with 
tailgate. Head  & tail lights new tires, 
battery, windshield. runs nice. very 
good buy, $1,195. 813-484-9855, 
813-645-4515 

390 MISC. FOR SAlE

5ft x 8ft utility trailer, good condi-
tion, new tires. $450. Crystal 6 light 
chandelier $200.  22” tiffany lights 
$150 each. 717-940-2671 

exterior steel 36x80 door, frame & 
hardware $65. 2 bookshelf units, 
glass & wood doors $50. Blue & 
mauve twin spread $25.  813-645-
4429 

FOR SALE
Rattan Sofa, 

Loveseat, Chair 
and Coffee Table
Pecan Glazed Finish

Tropical Green Print (Clean)

LIKE NEW $850
(813) 938-5103

MARINE

400

425 SlIPS OR STORAgE

Storage  
Ramey’s Business Park 
dollar a day. rv & boat storage & 
heavy equipment. Water & electric 

hookup, 1/4 mile from Williams 
Park boat ramp. also rv lots 

available. 813-310-1888, 813-690-
1836, 813-849-1469, 

south Bay rv & Boat storage. 
specializing in outside storage for 
rvs, boats & trailers. 813-677-2000 
www.southBaystorage.com

TRANSPORTATION

450 

455 AUTOMOBIlES

Hyundai santa fe 2004, 97K, clean,  
runs great, new tires, one owner. 
$4,900. 813-260-3310 

Denney’s 
estate 
sales

(813) 477-1793

• Licensed •

www.denneysestatesales.com

‘The Price is Right!’

let someone else  
do that HeavY work 

look in the  
Business & trade  

directory
find what you need 

in todays classified

Classified Is Convenient

Dealer in Gold & Silver Coins 
Domestic & Foreign

BUYING SILVER COINS

Paying 20x or more
depending on the market

Paying Higher than Hotel/ Motel Buyers
& Buyers Set up in Chamber of Commerce!

Watch out for Counterfeit Coins
now being sold & circulated in this area.
Call for private consultation or appointment. 

All transactions are strictly confidential.

(813) 634-3816
Cell  (813) 503-4189

“Your local dealer for over 20 years”

Sun City Center COINS
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rENTAlS

600

M.H. HOUSiNG

550

prOF. SErViCES

650
680 AdUlT/CHild CArE

SErViCES

700

511 HOUSES FOr SAlErEAl ESTATE

500
511 HOUSES FOr SAlE

512 CONdOS FOr SAlE

2br/2ba,  King Point condo. 55+ 
community. New carpet & tile. 
Partially furnished. Owner financ-
ing available.  $21,900. Call Bill 
813-633-8083 

565 M.H. iN pArkS

55+ park 2br/1ba, large Florida 
room, work shop (2), 2 car car-
port, Furnished, new stove. On 
Little Manatee River. 813-641-3203, 
$4,200.

610  WATErFrONT rENTAlS

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking 
/fishing, laundry. $185 weekly, plus 
$300 deposit, utilities included. No 
pets.    813-863-6123

611 HOUSES FOr rENT

Ruskin 2br/1ba, fenced yard, nice 
waterfront neighborhood. $700 
monthly plus deposit.  813-641-
7791

3br/2ba/2cg. appliances, new cabi-
nets. Quiet, desirable area.  813-
645-4145 or 813-642-0681

612 ApTS. FOr rENT

Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, 
washer /dryer hookup. $675 monthly 
plus deposit, lawn service included.  
813-244-1676 

For rent: Efficiency apartments. 
Weekly rates, utilities furnished 
813-677-8789,   813-601-1542 or 
813-516-0896

Ruskin. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, no pets, 
washer /dryer hookup. includes wa-
ter & mowing. 813-645-1801

614 dUplEx FOr rENT

2br/1.5ba duplex with office ideal 
live /work space. New construction 
in Ruskin. $875 monthly. Available 
now.  813-649-1599 

621 plACES TO SHArE

Wanted Housemate 
2br/2ba home in Ruskin. Prefer 

student at HCC. Non smoker $300 
monthly plus 1/2 utilities. Available 

Immediately Call 813-732-2086 

630 M.H. rENTAlS

S & R Properties 1, 2  & 3  bed-
rooms. No pets.  Gibsonton area. 
Also RV lots. 813-310-1888 or 
813-849-1469

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home 
near shopping  center in Gibsonton. 
813-677-8789, 813-601-1542 or 
813-516-0896

Ruskin 1br/1ba mobile home on qui-
et street. Waterfront, fish off dock. 
Utilities included.  No smoking, no 
pets. Best suited for single person 
or couple. References needed. Rent 
$175 weekly plus $400 deposit. 
813-363-6001

For rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
A/C. 813-677-1086

One bedroom furnished, water & 
electric  included. $165 weekly. 
Two bedroom (not furnished) $165 
weekly,  plus security deposit.    R & 
M Mobile Home Park in Gibsonton. 
813-236-9207

Seasonal rental. Large 1 & 2 bed-
rooms. Fully furnished. Ruskin. Call 
for appointment, 9am-5pm. M-F.  
813-645-2439 

646 WArEHOUSE SpACE

Garage & mini storage, RV lots 
& mobile home lots for rent. Call  
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

Name: - ____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________
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The Shopper
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651 BOOkkEEpiNG

QuickBooks® 
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do atti-
tude: 1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup 
& review  financials, full bookkeep-
ing services, tutoring, software & 

issues, classes. Hourly rates. Your 
local office or mine. Thea’s Quick 
Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 813-641-
1089 email: theahp@verizon.net 

www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

676 CArpET & TilE

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

680 AdUlT/CHild CArE

Caregiver /companion, live-in ca-
pable. Loving care for your family 
member. 40yrs experience, ventila-
tors ok. Call 813-226-7217 

CNA available to assist with all your 
personal care & medical needs. 
Meal prepared, light house work, 
errands, doctors appointment. Call  
813-230-1540

BEAUTIFUL SUMMERFIELD HOUSE ON
A POND: 3BR/2BA, split plan, huge MBR & 
walk-in closet, large kitchen with dining area, 

lots of cabinets and pantry closet, vaulted 
ceilings, great room has skylights and French 

doors to large screened lanai and beautiful
view of water and nature. Not a short sale, 

move-in ready! $121,900. 
RUSKIN POOL HOUSE ON 1/3 ACRE LOT: 

Desirable secluded area, high and dry,
close to river and boat ramp, this home

features 2BR/2BA + den and garage, large 
kitchen, huge family room overlooking 

screened-in pool, fenced backyard with
gazebo and shed. $125,000.

SUN CITY CENTER RENTAL: Updated and 
furnished 2BR/2BA condo, enclosed lanai 
overlooking nature preserve, utility room, 
attached carport. Available between May

and October. $800/mo. + taxes.

Claire
Tort

CELL:
(813) 363-7250

CALL
(813) 645-3211
Serving South Hillsborough

County since 1924
www.dickmanrealty.com

dickman@tampabay.rr.com
Celebrating 88 Years

1924 — 2012

.

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318
Joanie Cooper ........................ 480-2428

VERY NICE 70x108 LOT on a nice pond in beautiful Bimini Bay. Ready to build your dream home and 
choose your own builder. $69,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
NEED SPACE FOR YOUR 65’ BOAT? This townhouse at Bahia Beach offers just that as well as 
beautiful sunrises and the fun of watching the manatees and birds play. 2BR/2BA completely re-done 
including painting and new carpet. Only 9 units in this cozy community and only townhomes with private 
docks. Balcony and sundeck. Corner unit on a cul-de-sac. $219,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
5 ACRES with easy access to I-75. Perfect for landscape/nursery business. Property complete with 
irrigation & commercial grade well. 2000 sq. ft. metal building & an 1800 sq. ft. gutted home & shop. 
Reduced $374,900 KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 FOR DETAILS.
RENTALS IN RUSKIN!! Almost new 3BR/2.5BA (1700 sq. ft.) townhome with a 1-car garage and 
loaded with special features. Water and basic cable are included in rent. $1150 per month with a one 
year lease. 3BR/2BA (1200 sq. ft.) condo with basic cable and water included $895 per month with a 
one year lease. 2BR2BA waterfront, pool home $1300 per month with one year lease. CALL 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
GREAT PRICE FOR WATERFRONT!! $279,900 Over 1 acre on Little Manatee River. Features extra 
large bedrooms which includes in-law or guest quarters. 5-car garage for the car-lovers with extra 
carport. High bank of the river -- out of the flood zone. This is a must see. Easy to show so CALL KAY 
PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201. 
FIX AND FLIP! Or stay and enjoy the results of your work with this newly listed house in convenient 
Ruskin location. 2BR inherited property with motivated owners looking for offer. $64,900 CALL JUDY 
ERICKSON 468-0288
NEW WATERFRONT LISTING IN RUSKIN!! This 3BR/2BA home has been meticulously maintained 
and is looking for a new owner. Enjoy the panoramic view of the water and watch the birds and fish play 
either from your screened lanai or while sitting on your dock. This is a great location for boating & fishing 
with no bridges to the bay and plenty of room for a large motor boat or sailboat. Call today for more 
details and to set up your own private showing. $249,000 CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY – PRICE REDUCED!! Prime location on Highway 41!! $440,000!! CALL 
CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
WATERFRONT LOT – BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME!! Beautiful building lot ready for the home of your 
dreams located on a wide canal with no bridges to the bay, sailboat water. Lot size is 75x140 mol with 
county water and sewer available & no homeowner association so no extra fees. $90,000 CALL 
CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
NEW LISITNG: BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS 3BR/2BA MANUFACTURED HOME, split plan, huge MBR 
with large walk-in-closet and great MBA, 2 other BRs of good size, fabulous kitchen is a lady’s dream, 
large, bright with island, pantry and lots of cabinets, huge living room with fireplace, inside utility, 2-car 
carport. ½ acre lot with shed, and boat/RV carport. Priced under assessed value at $86,900 CALL 
CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
GREAT HOUSE AND BEAUTIFUL OFFICE SPACE ON 1 ACRE, RUSKIN: This property zoned CG, 
in residential area, offers 2,600 sq.ft. of home and office space, 2.5BA, screened porch, detached 
carport and garage, few huge oaks, cement driveway and good road frontage. $239,000. CALL 
CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
72 ACRES OF FARMLAND FOR SALE: South of Ruskin, in a warm location, property has 2 wells, and 
is presently farmed. $779,000. Owner will listen to reasonable offers. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
NEW LISTING! 3BR/2BA 1-car garage home in great location of Apollo Beach. Within minutes to 
EVERYTHING! Formal living room with dinette, separate family room, screened lanai, fenced backyard, 
and more. Newer roof and windows. Needs a little TLC but good bones! Priced at only $67,000. CALL 
JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540 to see today.
FOUR CITY LOTS totalling 1.4 acres M.O.L. on dead-end street. Great place to build your home or 
several. Within walking distance to churches, schools, shopping, bus stop, and more. Call for specifics 
and to see. CALL JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540

CARPET CLEANING PROS!

• Interior Cleaning Services 
• Duct Cleaning 
• Rental Cleaning 
• Spring Cleaning

SAME 
DAY 

SERVICE

Carpets • Tile • Upholstery

J-Mac Property Services

• Senior & Military Discounts •

Commercial & Residential 

(813) 277-4723

704 JUNk rEMOVAl

Hauling unwanted items. Demoli-
tion, boats, cars, appliances, trash, 
yard debris, junk. Anything you don’t 
need. Free estimate Call Dave 813-
447-6123  

705 ClEANiNG

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integ-
rity. Call for free estimate. 7days a 
week. Move-in, move-out, rentals. 
Insured, bonded, licensed. Ruskin, 

Apollo Beach, Sun City Center. 
813-846-7629 

 Flat rate $75, full cleanWhy drive 20 miles for your 
printing?  

We are the local source for  
business cards,  letterhead, 

invoices, posters, tickets, etc..... 
Your neighborhood printer.

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Turn your unwanted 
items into cash. Call 
the classified depart-
ment to place your 
ad 813-645-3111

Classified is the  
Buyers Marketplace

 
HOA Annual Fees, only $20!

Yasmin Kevala
Sparkman 
Realty, Inc.

813-380-0064

Buyers and Sellers hurry......The 
market is changing. Houses 
available in all price ranges.

Pool, Lake & Golf course view. 
3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms.

New Bedford Drive, SCC 
Lowest priced $96,000 

Single Family home

Platinum Drive, SCC 
Best priced Estate house

2BR/2BA in Andover, KP, new 
carpeting. Owner will finance, 5% 
interest with $3000 down. .... $22,000
2BR/2BA in KNOLLS (private heated 
pool), FURNISHED, updated..$59,900

RENTAL
2BR/2BA in Bedford, furnished or 
unfurnished ...........$700 per month
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COmmuniTy pApErS  
Of flOridA 

(Cpf STATEwidES)

Cpf STATEwidES Cpf STATEwidES

EmplOymEnT

800

AdOpTiOn  
Give your baby a loving, financially 

secure family.  Living expenses 
paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu  

28 years experience.  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com 

; FL Bar # 307084   

CASH fOr CArS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

JEwiSH SurrOGATE nEEdEd  for 
Orthodox Couple  Please help us 

have our baby!  Generous Compen-
sation Paid.  Call Attorney Charlotte 
Danciu   1-800-395-5449  FL Bar # 

307084  

lAwSuiT CASH  
Auto Accident?  All cases Qualify  

Get CASH before your case settles! 
Fast Approval.  Low Fees. (866) 

709-1100 or www.glofin.com

TAKE ViAGrA/ CiAliS?  
Save $500.00! Get 40 100mg/20mg 
Pills, for only-$99!  +4-Bonus Pills 
FREE!  #1 Male  Enhancement. 

Discreet Shipping.   Blue Pill Now. 
Call 1-888-800-1280  

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo!  SAVE 
when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV 
and get up to $300 BACK! (select 
plans). Limited Time CALL NOW!  866-
944-0906   

Bundle & Save on your CABLE, INTER-
NET PHONE, AND MORE.  High Speed 
Internet starting at less than$20/mo.  
CALL NOW!   800-306-1733  

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!!  
Get the Most Cash, up to $27 per 
box!  Shipping Paid!  Must be Sealed 
& Unexpired.  Call Tony 813-528-1480  
tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month 
PLUS 30 Premium Movie Channels 
FREE for 3 Months! SAVE! & Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL - 888-
418-9787 

mETAl rOOfinG & STEEl Build-
inGS. Save $$$ buy direct from 
manufacturer. 20 colors in stock 
with trim & acces. 4 profiles in 26 
ga. panels. Carports, horse barns, 
shop ports. Completely turn key 
jobs. All Steel Buildings, Gibsonton, 
florida. 1-800-331-8341. www.allsteel-
buildings.com

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
Home.  *Medical, *Business, *Criminal 
Justice, *Hospitality. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
888-203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.
com

705 ClEAninG

A Country Clean 
Southern girls do it right the first 

time. Dependable, excellent 
references. Same girls everytime. 

Licensed. Call Georgette  813-
645-8036 

Becky’s At your Service 
Cleaning. Licensed & depend-

able cleaning service, for all your 
cleaning needs. Free estimates. 

Call today 813-395-4701

708 mOVErS

Affordable Moving. One piece or 
whole house. Also specializing in 
estate sale delivery.  Loading & 
unloading storage units/  trucks & 
more Free estimate.  Dave  813-
447-6123

Tony Hill Van lines 
moving & storage. In business 
40yrs. Move 1 piece to whole 

household plus haul away any-
thing in your way. (Fully Insured). 

Best rates. Call 813-629-0108  
U.S. DOT #434469

710 lAwn CArE

Sun Turf Care  
Complete lawn care. Serving SCC 
since 1984. Licensed & insured. 
For free estimate call  813-642-

8824 

Lawn, tree landscaping. Mowing, 
tree trimming, removal. Hauling any-
thing, Weed control, planting. Odd 
jobs. Residential & Commercial. 
Free estimates. 813-641-7554 

m & C mower repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized Briggs 

& Statton dealer. Commercial & 
residential. Open 7days, 8:30am-

6pm.  725 14th St., Wimauma.  
813-938-3226, 813-690-4375 . 

Pickup & delivery 

Bill’s lawn Service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 
Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low 

as $25 per cut. 813-293-6840

B&S lawn Care, inc. 
Professional lawn care provid-

ing all of your turf, landscaping & 
irrigation needs. Residential/ com-
mercial. www.bandslawncare.com 

813-645-7266 

Henry’s lawn maintenance  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, 
tree service. Pressure washing. 
Monthly lawn maintenance. Li-

censed & insured. Free estimates. 
813-477-3054 www.henryslawn-

maintenance.com

715 fill dirT/HAulinG

myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. 

Culvert sets, driveways, shell, 
crushed asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, 

excavating, mowing etc. Tony 
(813) 363-7963 Free estimates. 

pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 
asphalt, driveway culverts.  Load-
er, backhoe, grading, bushhog, 
discing.  Install Septic System & 
drain fills. CFC#1427021.  813-

645-1883 

720 HOmE mAinT.

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. In-
sured. Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun 

City Center & Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 

Handyman Custom Carpentry 
Doors installed, sundecks, fram-
ing, screen enclosures,   repairs, 

plumbing, electrical, painting.  
Senior discount Free estimates.  
813-645-1778. C-117507  www.

MYIC.com/customcarpentry  

740 miSC. SErViCES

Hate that wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something 
painted. Big or small, I can do it. 
I’ll even clean windows. Debby. 

813-434-6499 

Seawall repairs 
also new construction of docks, 

boat lifts & seawalls. Free inspec-
tion. Hecker Construction Co. 813-

236-9306

in your Home pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, li-

censed, bonded, insured.  Refer-
ences available. email: olivertort@

aol.com Oliver & Company  

810 mEdiCAl

Need CNA/ HHA. PRN work in Sun 
City Center. All current credentials 
necessary including level 2 back-
ground check & references. Serious 
inquires only..813-634-6617 

830 rESTAurAnT

Waitress needed Rachels Country 
Kitchen, 5128 SR 674, Wimauma 
or call 813-633-3023

870 GEnErAl

South Hillsborough Mortgage 
Lender has immediate need for 
administrative position. Must have 
computer skills, banking & financial 
knowledge helpful. Flex  /full-time 
available. Please fax resume 813-
634-2648 or email: pfunding@
tampabay.rr.com

875 TrAdES

Roofers needed. Must speak Eng-
lish & have valid drivers license. 
Minimum 5yrs experience. Call 
813-404-2022

MANTIS Deluxe Tiller. NEW! FastStart 
engine. Ships FREE.  One-Year Money-
Back Guarantee when you buy DIRECT.  
Call for the DVD and FREE Good Soil 
book! 866-674-4644

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital 
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/mo 
(for 12 months.) Options from ALL major 
service providers. Call Acceller today to 
learn more! CALL 1-888-903-2647  

WIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED UNEXPIRED DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS Up To $26/Box. Pr ePaid 
Shipping Labels.  Hablamos Espanol! 
1-800-267-9895 / www.SellDiabetic-
strips.com ; 

$$$ We Buy Diabetic Test Strips $$$ 
TOP $$$ Paid 24 hours! Free Ship this 
week only call for details. Visit Trader-
jackproducts. com/strips. Qwik quote: 
772-263-0425  (

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice for 
an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Living/Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially 
Secure Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  
Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228)

* AdOpT *  Art classes to Zoo trips.  
Everything between, stay-home mom 
& doting dad will make baby King/
Queen.  Expenses paid.  * will & San-
dra *  flBar42311  1-800-552-0045  

AdOpTiOn  GiVE yOur BABy THE 
BEST in lifE!  many Kind, lov-
ing, Educated & financially Secure 
Couples waiting.  living & medical 
Expenses paid.  Counseling & Trans-
portation provided.  former Birth 
moms on Staff!  flOridA AdOpTiOn 
lAw GrOup, p.A.  Attorneys who 
truly care about you.  Jodi Sue rut-
stein, m.S.w., J.d.  mary Ann Scherer, 
r.n., J.d.  Over 30 Combined years of 
Adoption Experience.  1-800-852-0041  
Confidential 24/7 (#133050&249025)   

AdOpTiOn  888-812-3678  All Expens-
es paid.  Choose a loving, financially 
Secure family for your child  24 Hrs 7 
Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attor-
ney Amy Hickman.  (Lic. #832340)   

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child 
Support, Custody, and Visitation, Prop-
erty, Debts, Name Change… Only One 
Signature Required! *Excludes govt. 
fees!  1-800-522-6000 Extn. 300  Baylor 
& Associates

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO BUGS!  
Buy Harris Roach Tablets.  Eliminate 
Bugs - Guaranteed.  Available at Ace 
Hardware, The Home Depot & Home 
Depot.com

mOBilE HOmE rOOf SpECiAliST  
free inspections  lic/ins CCC1327406.  
All Florida Weatherproofing & Con-
struction.  1-877-572-1019  

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption expert.  
You choose from families nationwide.  
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-
413-6298.  License #100013125

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. You WIN or Pay Us Nothing.  
Contact Disability Group, Inc. Today! 
BBB Accredited. Call For Your  FREE 
Book & Consultation. 888-903-1353  

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION -WEST PALM 
BEACH-  Ranch style 3BR/2BA on 
1+acre.   363 Cypress Ave. Auction, 
5/15/12, 10am.  Registration 9:30am at 
South Palm Beach Courthouse, Delray 
Beach.  Sharon Sullivan 954-740-2421   
www.irsauctions.gov

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for 
hands on Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid 
if qualified – Housing available. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Approved; 
financial aid if qualified.  Job placement 
assistance.  Call National Aviation 
Academy Today!  1-800-659-2080 or 
NAA.edu

Earn your high school diploma at home.  
Work at your own pace.  First Coast 
Academy, nationally accredited.  Call 
for free brochure, 1-800-658-1180, ext. 
77.  www.fcahighschool.org

EARN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DI-
PLOMA!  Educators Inc. High School 
over 25 years of experience.  Fully ac-
credited.  Use for College, Military, Trade 
School or Job.  1-800-590-9611  www.
Eduhighschool.com

NEED YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLO-
MA?  Finish from home fast for $399! 
Nationally accredited.  EZ pay.  Free 
brochure.  www.diplomaathome.com ; 
Call 800-470-4723

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-
$500,000++ within 48/hours? Low rates 
Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com  ; 

LIVE-WORK-PARTY-PLAY!  Play in 
Vegas, Hang in LA, Jet to New York!  
Hiring 18-24 girls/guys.  $400-$800 wkly.  
Paid expenses.  Signing Bonus.  Are you 
energetic & fun?  Call 1-866-574-7454

OWNER WILL FINANCE.  Bank or 
seller won’t finance?  We help!  No 
qualifying.  No credit!  Low Down.  Call 
Today!  1-800-563-2734  kanthony@
cigrealty.com

SMOKY MOUNTAINS ABSOLUTE 
AUCTION  Saturday, May 5, 10:30am  
Prime 100/Acre Farm in 14 Lg. Tracts 
Near Jefferson City, TN.  McCarter 
Auction, Inc.  1-877-282-8467  Auction 
Lic.#335  www.mccarterauction.com

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE  
Any Credit!  Any Income!  Foreclosure 
Homes and Land  View Properties at:  
www.roselandco.com or call Rose Land 
& Finance Corp.  866-937-3557

WESTERN NC  REAL ESTATE - Best 
Buys - Call for Free Brochure - Ralph L. 
Crisp Realty Co., Andrews, NC  28901  
800-438-8621 -  www.ralphcrisprealty.
com

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.  
Get a Free Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus Free 
home delivery!  Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking!  Call 
888-377-3536

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 90 
percent on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off 
your first prescription and free shipping.   
Prescriptions Dispensed from Canada 
are Dispensed by: Health One Phar-
macy. License Number: 21791

American Auto Transporters  Reliable 
Shipping of Your Car  Member BBB, 
Guaranteed Rates, Pick up date and 
satisfaction  Daily trips from Florida 
to NorthEast  1-800-800-2580  www.
shipcar.com ; 

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

GANA DINERO SIN DESCUIDAR 
TU HOGAR  Con El Líder En Ventas 
Por Catálogo De Productos Para El 
Hogar. Pide Tu CATALOGO GRATIS.  
1.877.426.2627 www.intimahogar.
com  ; 

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

PART-TIME
DRIVER NEEDED

813-944-2918

One week per month 
with out-of-state travel. 

Retirees welcome.

ask for Richard

Architectural Products

Window & Door 
Replacement

Est. in 1989

Distributor of Windows and Doors

(813) 245-5381

All Work Performed by
In-House Staff

Resident Rep On-Site 24/7

Order by 6/15/12 and 
receive 15% discount
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BUSINESS & TRadE dIRECTORy

PAINTING

BAIL BONDS

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 50 Years Experience

®

WINDOW FILM

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

• Residential • Commercial
• New Roofs • Re-Roofs

• Flat Roofs
• Leak Repairs • Tile

Frank Shaft
FL Certified Roofing Contractor

CCC# 1327713

Palm Tree
Roofing

Florida Certified Roofing Contractor
PalmTreeRoofing@gmail.com

www.ApolloBeachRoofing.com
PalmTreeRoofing@gmail.com

Proudly Serving: Sun City Center
Ruskin • Apollo Beach • Riverview

and surrounding areas
Member SCC Chamber of Commerce

OFFICE 813-333-6320
CELL 813-777-9808

We will match any 
Competitor’s Discount and 

Prices within this area.

813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendstorage.com

Servicing Riverview, Apollo 
Beach, and Sun City Center

STORAGE

www.ObserverNews.net
WINDOW CLEANING

Call now to book your appointment

Now scheduling appointments  for 
HOME  WATCH  SERVICE

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

• Exceptional 
Service •

Registered at Kings Point
• Licensed • Insured 

• Bonded
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ROOFING

PLUMBING

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

CABINETS

Johnny Sewell
(813) 641-2099

Mobile (813) 404-2022

P.O. Box 551 • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.customroofing.us

Bonded & Insured • Lic. #CCC1326907

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDARuskin &

 Sun City Center
Chamber Member

CUSTOM ROOFING
and REPAIRS

All Types of Roofing
New Roofs & Repairs

• Shingle • Tile • Metal • Hot Tar
No job too big or too small!

SERVING SINCE 1973
• Ruskin • Sun City Center • Kings 
Point • Apollo Beach • Riverview

“ALL MY CUSTOMERS ARE DRY 
FRIENDS WHEN QUALITY COUNTS”

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
FREE 

ESTIMATES

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

HANDYMAN*

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

FLOORING

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

Chamber Members • Licensed and Insured
David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!

Specializing in Hardwood,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

The Floor Source

SMALL BUSINESS, 
SMALL PRICES

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting 
(Interior/Exterior) 
• Power Washing 
• Drywall Repairs 

• Preparing Homes For Sale 
• Improving Curb Appeal 
• Replacing Old Fixtures 

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878
Bonded • Insured

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

ATTORNEY

www.ObserverNews.net

D. KAY CARR, P.A.
Attorney at Law

• Family • Criminal • Probate
• Wills and Estate Planning

• Civil Litigation • Real Estate

214 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

(813) 645-7557

PLUMBING

www.ObserverNews.net

Michael’s 
Custom Cabinets

813-245-2713

• Complete Remodel or 
Reface • Kitchen or Bath 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

• Build New Entertainment 
Center to fit Larger TVs

Mike Leeper, Owner
Business Owner 20+ Years

Vietnam Vet USMC

• 
Re
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HANDYMAN*

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

LANDSCAPING

Kenny’s
Outside Maintenance

(813) 850-8490

(813) 633-7825

• Popcorn Curbing • Landscaping 
• Irrigation • Pressure Washing 

• Shrub Trimming

FREE Estimates

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

ROOFING

Lic.  #RC29027076

• Roof Repairs
• Roof Replacements
   Shingle • Tile • Metal

FLORIDA REGISTERED
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

G. HORN ROOFING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

(813)
419-4165

(813) 787-9047

“Superb Quality Guaranteed”

40 Years Experience

gs67horn@gmail.com

(813)
787-9047

Gill Horn, Owner
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All offers valid on in stock units only and are in lieu of any other offers. All offers with approved credit. *All leases are based on 36 months/12,000 miles per year, with 20¢ per mile thereafter
with approved credit and $2999 down (Accent $1999, Elantra $2499, Veloster $2699) dealer fee, and dealer & factory installed options plus destination. Must qualify for Hyundai Loyalty to qualify for pricing.

ZERO PAYMENTS UNTIL MEMORIAL DAY!**

OF BRADENTON

OF BRADENTON

O F  B R A D E N T O N

O F  B R A D E N T O N

OF BRADENTON

OF BRADENTON

OF BRADENTON

OF BRADENTON

2503 1st Street | Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 747-9262

www.Hyunda iO fB raden ton . c om

HOURS:
Monday-Saturday 9AM - 8PM

Sunday Noon-5PM

 0.9 % FINANCING †
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2012 Hyundai ACCENT
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2012 Hyundai SONATA
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2012 Hyundai SANTA FE
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Brand New 
2012 Hyundai ELANTRA
$169 PER

MONTH 2012 NORTH AMERICAN CAR OF THE YEAR!
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2012 Hyundai VELOSTER
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SALES & SERVICE
OPEN 7 DAYS!

As
Low
As

These Deals Will End 
Without Notice!HURRY!
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Research Sessions are being conducted

APRIL 25, 26, & 27 ONLY!
Limited appointments available.

volunteers
NEEDED
TO TRY BELTONE’S NEWEST,
MOST ADVANCED

HEARING AIDS.
Participants will be asked to evaluate this

EXCLUSIVE NEW TECHNOLOGY
for performance, sound quality

AND APPEARANCE.

CALL 813-658-5076 TODAY TO BE INCLUDED.
Complimentary hearing screenings and
video ear exams will be given to all volunteers.

$800
rebate
for all participants

*Good towards the purchase of a pair of Beltone True™ 9 or 
17 digital hearing instruments. $400 for a single instrument.

104 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Sun City Center
(813) 658-5076

Discount off MSRP. Cannot be combined with other offers. Previous purchases 

excluded. Reservation Code: 120425
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