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By MELODY JAMESON ■

RUSKIN – “We are not thinking as 
much New Thought as we think we 
are. It is all old. People have thought it 
before. Again. And again. And again.”

These are the words of Harriet E. 
Orcutt, journalist, novelist, teacher, 
campaigner for women’s and worker’s 
rights, pioneer, organization officer, 
land owner, Ruskin’s first librarian 
– and, clearly, something of a 
philosopher. 

She never married; her passions were 
words, truth, books. She cared deeply 
about the fledgling community on the 
eastern shore of Tampa Bay and gave 
freely of her many talents. 

And she’s one of the many women 
who contributed through the years to 
build the community of today. They’re 
all being recognized this month, in the 
spotlight, at three different venues. 

 That spotlight began shining first this 
week at the Tampa Bay History Center 
in Channelside, as the three-panel 
exhibit of artifacts went up, tracing 
Ruskin’s very early years forward to the 
present. 

Produced by The Ruskin History 
Project, Inc., this display on the center’s 
second floor tells the Ruskin story 
through photographs, narratives and 
rare objects, from the days pre-historic 
peoples and strange magnificent 
animals roamed its forests to its turn 
of the century roots as a cooperative 
organized on the principles of John 
Ruskin and centered with the first 
Ruskin College through the mid 
century when farming and agricultural 
ingenuity flourished, when The Coffee 
Cup restaurant drew visitors from great 
distances to its present prized for easy 
living without metropolitan congestion.

The hand-operated meat grinder 
patented in 1803 that was used 
regularly in The Coffee Cup to produce 
fresh hamburger and the antique 

History of Ruskin 
Women spotlighted

Aleta Jonie Maschek

From a tragic incident in Florida, 
a peaceful rally in Minnesota

Victrola which provided music for 
young students to dance by on the third 
floor of the college president’s house 
and the books handled by pioneering 
forefathers – they’re all here enticing 
visitors back a century or more. 

The historical exhibit is bookended by 
two of the community’s groundbreaking 
journalists — Orcutt at its recorded 
beginnings and Aleta “Jonie” Maschek 
who has recorded much of its history 
known today. 

Orcutt covered the Chicago World’s 
Fair, was published in scores of 
periodicals and wrote at least three 
novels before arriving in Ruskin before 
the first decade of the 20th century had 
ended. 

By 1911, she had joined Ruskin’s 
Commongood Society, subsequently 
would serve as its secretary and then 
president, and would be a charter 
member of the 20th Century Club from 
which the Ruskin Woman’s Club would 
grow. 

Maschek began her career in 1949 
when female journalists were not 
particularly 
welcome in 
newsrooms. 
She worked in 
early television 
in Seattle and 
then in Chicago 
and ultimately in 
New York before 
making her way to 
Tampa where she 
was a producer 
for WFLA, the 
NBC affiliate. 
She recalls 
interviewing both Presidents Carter 
and Reagan, as well as Astronaut Buzz 
Aldrin and actor Vincent Price. 

She arrived in Ruskin with her 
husband, Matthew, in the late 1970s 

See RUSKIN WOMEN, page 11

By  ■ Mitch trAphAgEN
mitch@observernews.net

WORTHINGTON, MINN - A Florida 
woman who recently moved to a rural 
community in Minnesota felt compelled 
to speak out against what she saw as 
an injustice that had taken place in her 
hometown.

Patricia Lawrence, formerly of Sanford, 
Florida, organized a peaceful rally in 
her adopted community of Worthington, 
Minnesota, a town nearly 1,600 miles 
away, to increase awareness for what 
she saw as an injustice in the shooting 
death of a 17-year-old boy in Sanford 
in February. A multi-racial crowd of 
several dozen people carried signs 
and demonstrated their support for the 
Trayvon Martin family that few, if any, 
in attendance had ever met. Many wore 
hoodies that served not only as protection 
from the brisk wind, but also to highlight 
that people should not be judged simply 
by what garments they choose to wear. 
Some people believe that Martin was 
targeted for both being black and for 
wearing a hoodie on the night that he was 
shot to death.

Mitch traphagen photo
A former resident of Sanford, Florida, 
brought together several dozen people 
in a rural town in Minnesota for a peace-
ful rally in support of the family of Tray-
von Martin, the 17-year-old boy shot and 
killed on February 26.See RALLY IN MINNESOTA, page 9

USF Honors College students give 
their impressions of London trip

BY pENNY FLEtchEr ■

penny@pennyfletcher.com
HILLSBOROGH COUNTY — Twenty University of South Florida students in the 

school’s Honors College recently spent seven days in London. It’s something anyone 
in the Honors College is eligible to apply for, but it takes hard work and dedication to 
achieve it.

“Last year (2010) another advisor and I took some students to work on the devastation 
still remaining from Hurricane Katrina,” said USF Honors College Academic Advisor 
Amanda Cutchens. “It was so rewarding I said I would do it again in a minute.”

She did, and this year, her husband Josh was also able to go along and chaperone.
“It was hard eliminating the students who applied who didn’t get to go,” Cutchens said. 

But we were limited to twenty.” 
While some of the fees are self-paid, trips taken by Honors College students that are 

See LONDON TRIP, page 12
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807 South Parsons Avenue
Brandon, Florida 33511
(813) 684-8141

INTRODUCING:

Rafael Santiago, MDMedicare & Most
Insurances Accepted brandonpmr.com

Are You Experiencing Chronic Pain 
In Your Knees, Hips or Shoulders?

Help treat your pain today!  

Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP) Treatment!
This is a non-surgical procedure that relieves the pain with an injection of the 
patient’s own “blood platelets.” The concentrated platelets promote NATURAL 

HEALING. Elite professional athletes receive this treatment which is now available 
and performed by our Board Certified Physician Rafael Santiago, M.D., who 

specializes in Pain Management and Physical Medicine.     

Call About Our FREE Exam or X-Rays!
$120 Value

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other service, exam or treatment which it performed as a a result of and within 72 hours of responding to this advertisement 
for free discounted or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. With  this coupon. New patients only, if clinically necessary. Medicare not eligible. A newspaper advertising supplement distributed in one or more of the following publications: The Tampa 
Tribune, Hernando Today, Highlands Today, CENTRO Tampa, Suncoast News and the publications of Sunbelt Newspapers. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR:

Call for Reservations!

Mother’s
Day
Buffet
Hours: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Soup - Seafood Chowder 
Salads - Arugula Salad, Simple Green Salad with Assorted 
Dressings and Condiments, Mediterranean Salad, Pasta Salad, 
Tomato Mozzarella Julienne Basil   
Displays - Anti-Pasta Display with Assorted Cured Meats and 
Imported Cheeses, Fruit Display, Cheese Display, Smoked 
Salmon with Appropriate Condiments Assorted Seafood Display, 
Oysters, Peel-and-Eat Shrimp, Stone Crab Claws
Carving Station - Roasted Steamship Round with Horseradish 
Sauce, and Herb Au Jus 
Honey Glazed Ham with a Cranberry Pineapple Chutney and 
Creole Mustard Sauce 
Entrée Selection - BBQ Rubbed Salmon with Lemon Thyme 
Butter Sauce Topped with Mandarin Orange Salsa
Parmesan Crusted Chicken with Wilted Spinach Diced Tomato 
and Supreme Sauce
Seafood Mac & Cheese Scallops, Lobster and Shrimp with Sherry 
Cream Cheese Sauce
Baked Cod with Lobster Cream Sauce 
Accompaniments - Roasted Vegetable Medley
Fresh Sesame Seared Green Beans
Honey Glazed Carrots
Roasted Fingerling Potatoes Tossed in Tomato Herb Butter
Saffron Rice 
Desserts - Decadent  Chocolate Fountain with Appropriate 
Dipping Items, Assorted Cakes, Cheesecakes, Tarts And Mousse 
Shooters with Fresh Berries

Adults $24.95
Children 10 and under $14.95

Reservations: 
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Lawson Financial - Tax-Free Muni Bond & Seminar Ad

SUN CITY OBSERVER NEWS (FL)

   

  

email:  nan@observernews.net

Wednesday, April 25th - 10:25 AM

Tax-Free 
Municipal Bonds

727-572-6864 or 1-800-888-4082

Muni Bonds as an investment.
Explore the potential at our next seminar:

7.80% 

SEMI-ANNUAL SCC SHRINE CLUB

Pancake Brunch
Sunday, April 15

9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Tickets $5 (sold at the door)
South Community Hall on 

S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Sun City Center

Pancakes & Sausage
ALL YOU CARE TO EAT

 Proceeds are for the benefit of 
the Sun City Center Shrine Club. 
Payments are not tax deductible 

or charitable contributions.

EGYPT

SUN CITY CENTER

mazing
Handyman
“Do it right the first time.”

25 years Experience Clean & Professional

Excellent Service References Available

Work Guaranteed Licensed & Insured

Robert Maurello - owner 

www.amazinghandyman.net
lic. # 223392.0000

TAX PREP

Affordable Prices

$

Splintered citizen planners moving on – along different tracks
By MELODY JAMESON ■

UZITA SHORES – With a new 
local name added to the mix and 
a new county planning executive 
anticipated on the scene, splintered 
South County citizen planners are 
moving ahead – but on separate 
tracks. 

What was to have been the 
Little Manatee South Phase II 
Implementation Group, expected 
to undertake more precise planning 
of undeveloped acreage between 
U.S. 41 and U.S 301 adjacent to 
the rural residential community 
of Sundance, was split apart last 
month when a majority of the 
members voted to eliminate the 
Sundance representation which 
did not agree with their planning 
approach. 

The two factions – one with 
interests predominately in 
large acreage holdings, the 
other primarily residential lot 
homeowners - had emphatically 
disagreed about basic planning 
objectives, each side accusing the 
other of trying to overwhelm its 
opposition.

Subsequently, both a new name 
has been adopted and a new 
leader of the planning agency that 
had been guiding the group has 
surfaced. 

The core citizen planning group 
now consists of six members, 
according to Will Redd, its 
chairman and land manager for 
the Mormon Church which holds 
large tracts of land in the area. Bill 
Casey and Peg Knowles represent 
residential property interests 
related to the area west of U.S. 41, 
plus the area between U.S. 41 and 
I-75, Redd noted. Gus Muench, 
a commercial fisherman who 
lives in the Cockroach Bay area, 
represents environmental interests. 
Mike Houghtaling, son of the late 

Dooley Houghtaling and with 
an interest in the family citrus 
fruit enterprises, is the business 
representative. Mike Peterson, a 
land use attorney based in Apollo 
Beach who numbers large land 
owners among his clients, is the 
agricultural representative along 
with Redd. 

This planning committee as 
now constituted does not include 
the seventh member that was 
envisioned when guidelines 
for the second planning phase 
implementation were drafted: 
a representative of residents in 
Sundance. 

It is essentially the six-
member group that has agreed to 
rename the planning area “Uzita 
Shores.” Muench, explaining 
the name change to members 
of Hillsborough’s Planning 
Commission this week, said that 
Sundance as a community is 
effectively built out and added that 
the remaining acreage now subject 
to more precise planning has been 
unnamed, hence the new moniker. 

The term incorporates the name 
of a pre-Columbian Indian tribe 
known to have lived in the area 
and variously recorded also as 
“Ucita” or “Uceta,” along with the 
second locational word “Shores,” 
reflecting proximity of Tampa 
Bay’s eastern shore and adopted, 
as well, by some organizations in 
the Ruskin area. 

Muench has championed 
variations of that name for the 
area during the last several years 
and early this week encouraged 
planning commissioners to view 
the Little Manatee South Plan area 
now as a “ district of different 
communities.” 

The Planning Commission also 
is bringing something new to the 
scene as its long-time executive 

director, Bob Hunter, retires this 
month from active leadership of 
the organization that has guided 
professional planning efforts at 
multiple levels around the county 
for decades. 

He is to be succeeded on May 12 
by Ray Chiaramonte, a seasoned 
planning veteran with experience 
in several Hillsborough County 
agencies. Chiaramonte has been 
involved in local planning for 
more than 35 years and has been 
leading the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, engaged in long 
range transportation planning, 
since 2008. 

Meanwhile, former members 
of the citizen planning ensemble 
who were voted off the first 
implementation committee in 
March – residents in the rurally-
oriented Sundance community and 
representatives of its homeowners 
association – are no less 
concerned, no less vocal and no 
less determined to be heard. 

Sundance representatives 
will continue to state their case 
regarding the ongoing planning 
process, focusing on county 
commissioners, Ralph Greenlee, 
an HOA officer and former 
citizen planner, said this week. 
Greenlee also has questioned how 
a legitimate planning process 
can continue without including 
representation for a substantial 
number of residents living 
adjacent to and potentially affected 
by whatever is newly implemented 
for the planning area. 

While still members of the 
citizen planning group, Sundance 
representatives such as Greenlee 
and Bob Iocca expressed the 

community’s fears that large 
scale residential development of 
the surrounding acreage could 
very negatively impact their rural 
lifestyles. 

 They also had argued that 
as the second planning process 
moved ahead agreements among 
the various factions represented 
should be reached by general 
consensus among the membership 
based on mutually accepted 
compromise. Other members 
and professional planners had 
called instead for consistency 
with the community plan already 
hammered out and approved by 
various authorities. 

Since leaving the citizen 
planning group, Greenlee said 
the Sundance contingent also has 
answered, refuting and rebutting 
point by point, the reasons 
cited by Peterson as rationale 
for eliminating the Sundance 
representation. 

In addition, they have met with 
Hunter to discuss the situation. 
However, even though Hunter has 
recommended returning Sundance 
representation to the planning 
committee, Greenlee indicated 
he does not now foresee that 
transpiring. 

“We worked with the planning 
group for three years (producing 
the now-approved community 
plan) and they got everything they 
wanted. Why the sudden lack of 
trust now?,” he asked rhetorically. 

Redd said the next meeting of 
the citizen planners considering 
implementation of additional 
planning techniques for Uzita Shores 
is scheduled tentatively for April 17. 

Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

LWV meeting 
Members of the League of 

Women Voters, South County 
Unit, will meet at 2 P.M. Satur-
day (April 14), in the computer 
room of the SouthShore Region-
al Library. 

The session is open to all 
members as well as visitors in-
terested in public education ef-
forts related to local and state 
governments.

Unit President Melody Jame-
son also is available to present 
League programs for any inter-
ested organization in South Hills-
borough County. She can be con-
tacted at Mchinnae@aol.com.

Hillsborough Parks 
seek ideas for 
improvement

Hillsborough County’s Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
Department needs your opinions 
and ideas for improving their ser-
vices.

The public is invited to com-
plete this online survey that has 
only 8 questions, and takes less 
than 5 minutes to complete. 
The survey asks people ques-
tions such as how often they use 
County Parks and their services, 
which parks activities they are 
aware of, and their preferred 
method of making payments.

The survey is available at svy.
mk/PRCSurvey, through the 
Parks, Recreation and Conserva-
tion department website at www.
hillsboroughcounty.org/parks/. 
Paper versions of the survey are 
available at the Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation Department, 
10119 Windhorst Road, Tampa, 
FL 33619.

Those wishing to participate 
should complete the survey by 
 Friday, May 4.

For more info, call the Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation de-
partment at 813-635-3500.
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VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

SUN CITY CENTER
(813) 634-6344

Sun Hill Optical

2 Complete Pairs
of Eyeglasses

Some restrictions apply. Most prescriptions.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 4/30/12 CR39 Not valid with any other offer exp. 4/30/12 CR39

Not valid with any other offer. 
Clear. exp. 4/30/12 CR39

CONTACTS Progressive
No-Line Bifocalsmonth supply 

starter kit with 
exam7 $99$149

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, examination or treatment

INSURANCES ACCEPTED: 
United Healthcare, EyeMed, 

VBA, Spectra, Humana, Freedom, 
VCP, Advantica, Optimum, Davis 

Vision and many more

Vision insurance for employees of Hillsborough 
County, Media General, Publix, Citigroup, 

Verizon, FedEX, Ford, and many more.

THE 2010M
cM

ul
le

n 
Rd

.

SC
C 

Pl
az

a

PLAZA

Some restrictions apply. Some restrictions apply.

7 $99$149

 Expires 4/30/12

$99$99

with rebate

210 Woodland Estates S.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3111
Fax: 813-645-4118

www.ObserverNews.net
Published Every Thursday

by M&M Printing Co., Inc. 645-4048

EDITORIAL:
Brenda Knowles ............Publisher/Editor
brenda@observernews.net

Mitch Traphagen .................Online Editor
mitch@observernews.net

Melody Jameson ......Contributing Writer

All press releases, news articles and 
photos may be emailed to news@

observernews.net, faxed to 645-4118, or 
mailed to Observer News, 210 Woodland 

Estates Ave. SW, Ruskin, FL 33570

SALES:
Vilma Stillwell ...Display Advertising Rep.
vilma@observernews.net

Nan Kirk ...........Display Advertising Rep.
nan@observernews.net

For current rates and circulation 
information visit our website at

www.ObserverNews.net

CLASSIFIED / CIRCULATION:
Beverly Kay......... Classified / Circulation 
beverly@observernews.net

PRODUCTION:
Jason Martin .........Graphic Arts / Layout
jason@observernews.net

Chere Simmons ....Graphic Arts / Layout
chere@observernews.net

Sue Sloan .............Composition / Layout
sue@observernews.net

The views expressed by our writers are 
not necesssarily shared by The Observer 

News, SCC Observer, The Riverview 
Current or M&M Printing Co., Inc.

We Accept:

Audited by:

®

Award-Winning Newspapers

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

It seems almost impossible in this 
modern day and age for us to avoid 
conflicts with other people. As the 
planet becomes more populated, 
there seems to be less space for each 
of us. Because of this compression, 
we tend to rub each other wrong 
sometimes. Most of the conflicts 
we face each day are not because 
someone is out to get us. To the 
contrary, most of the time the 
conflict is caused just because the 
other person hasn’t considered our 
desires.. If there must be conflict, 
then it behooves us to learn how 
to handle it—both what to do and 
what not to do. Here are some of 
the behaviors we should avoid if we 
hope to bring a conflict to a peaceful 
and quick resolution.

• Don’t put your head in the 
sand and refuse to acknowledge a 
conflict exists. There are few times 
this technique will 
work. More often than 
not, the conflict will 
only get worse. By 
ignoring it, you will 
be unprepared when it 
finally flares up. 

• Do not surrender 
when you know you 
are in the right. If you 
allow others to take 
advantage of you, you 
can bet they will make a practice of 
it. 

• Don’t be afraid to discuss the 
problem with those who are a part 
of it. There are many times when 

a frank and honest discussion will 
lead to resolution of the conflict.

• Don’t blow the conflict into 
something it is not. As 
Henry  David Thoreau 
says, “Simplify.”

• Don’t play the fool 
or allow a disturbance 
to be created that draws 
attention from the 
conflict and prevents its 
resolution.

• Don’t scream and 
yell or lose emotional 
control. One of the first 

rules of conflict management is to 
never allow your emotions to do the 
negotiating. 

• Don’t use force to bend others 
to your way of thinking. Somebody 
once asked the question, “Where 
does a 500-pound gorilla sleep?” 
The answer is, “Anywhere he 
wants.” But keep in mind, if he’s 
not a good house guest, he won’t be 
invited back.

• Don’t be unreasonable in your 
quest for a solution to the conflict. 
Any solution that leaves any party 
to the conflict injured is not truly a 
solution, but rather a temporary fix. 
The injured party will continue the 
conflict when he or she feels strong 
enough to penetrate your defenses.

Knowing what not to do many 
times gives us some idea of what 
we should do. Whenever there is a 

Don’t allow conflict to fester and grow
conflict, we should recognize it as 
soon as possible and  not allow it 
to fester and grow. Don’t surrender, 
but also don’t be unreasonable. We 
should bring it up as quickly as 
possible to the person we see as our 
adversary. In many cases, even the 
most complex situation can have 
a simple solution. Look for that 
solution, rather than concentrate on 
the problem. Be sure you remain 
cool, calm and collected. Use your 
intellect rather than your emotions 
to look for an answer. Use force 
only as a final option—then only 
when every other option has been 
exhausted. Force may clear up 
the situation for now but it will 
definitely muddy the water for the 
future. Conflicts are inevitable but 
they can be resolved by working 
toward a win-win solution that 
allows all parties to achieve their 
goals.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated col-
umnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spot-
light on Government, on the Tampa 
Bay Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. and Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. (Bright House channel 
950, Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodges-
videos.com. Phone: 813-641-0816. 
Email: bill@billhodges.com Web-
site: www.billhodges.com”

Political analyst, addresses MOAA
The April Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) meeting, 

held at the Sun City Center Atrium building on April 4, featured Dr. Susan 
MacManus. Dr. MacManus is nationally renowned for her expert and 
incisive commentary on public opinion and intergenerational politics.

Dr. MacManus discussed the changes in the Electoral College and 
noted that Florida is now tied for 3rd as one of the most important swing 
states in the country. She also noted that people no longer trust NBC, 
CBS and ABC as a source for their news, but rather depend more on 
Smart Phones, mobile APS and local newspapers. She provided statistics 
demonstrating how little respect the general population now has for 
politicians.

Paul Wheat, 
right, LTC 
USA (Ret) 
presents 

Dr. Susan 
MacManus 

with an 
MOAA shirt.

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING
Se Habla
Español

 Apollo Beach, Ruskin, 
Sun City Center

FULLY INSURED & BONDEDFREE DIAGNOSTICS

OIL CHANGE

Emergency
Services

645-7653  
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.       

FREE TOWING to shop if 
we do repairs

$2495 Most cars & 
light trucks

$2995
+ Freon

Most cars and light trucks.
Must present coupon for special price. Must present coupon for special price.

BRAKE SPECIAL Summertime
AC 

Check$130
+ tax   PER AXLE
Includes Labor, New Rotor 
and pads.  Most Cars and  
Light Trucks

Must present coupon for special price. Exp. 4/30/12
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Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

Marriott Waterside Hotel noted for 
hospitality

Flotilla 75 Ruskin of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary recently awarded 
a certificate of appreciation to the Marriott Waterside Hotel (Tampa). 

Occasionally, while on safety or security missions the rains come 
or temperatures rise and the Marriott Waterside is gracious enough to 
 provide a safe harbor and safe haven for the boat crews on patrol.

For several years, the cafeteria staff at the Marriott has supported the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary by sheltering boat crews in bad weather, 
providing hot coffee and allowing volunteer boat crews to enjoy the 
 benefits of hot food in the employee cafeteria.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary conducts security patrols of Tampa’s 
ports under orders from the Coast Guard and the Dept. of Homeland 
Security.

Flotilla 75 (Ruskin), one of the oldest flotillas in the nation, also 
 provides safety patrols during the day as well as the night for the benefit 
of the recreational boater.

If you would like to become part of Team Coast Guard, call Flotilla 
Staff Officer Judy Clapp at (813) 633-5416.

FSO-Operations Walt Wagner (right) presents a certificate of appre-
ciation to Marriott Waterside Hotel’s Chef Rick Williams (left) and 
employee cafeteria manager, Malcolm Deamis on behalf of Flotilla 
75 Commander Oscar Kramer.

Hillsborough County celebrates April 
as water conservation month

April is designated as Water Conservation Month as it is typically the 
driest month of the year in Florida. With the start of the rainy season 
still two months away, water demand is often at its highest this time of 
year as residents put in new plantings for spring and water their lawns to 
make the grass green. This is the 14th consecutive year that Hillsborough 
County Commissioners have observed Water Conservation Month.

Hillsborough County promotes smart water use through a wide variety 
of initiatives. These include educational efforts, community outreach, 
enforcement of year-round water use restrictions, partnerships with other 
agencies, and rebate programs. For example, since its inception in 1994, 
the County’s toilet rebate program has seen 81,000 toilets replaced with 
more water-efficient models, saving an estimated 444 million gallons 
of water a year. And, the County’s residential reclaimed water system is 
among the largest in the United States.

Hillsborough County water customers have done their part, too. In 
1989, when the County began a formal water conservation program, the 
average water use per person was 146 gallons a day. Today, that number 
stands at 95 gallons per person, per day. That savings of 26 million gal-
lons of water a day adds up to approximately 10 billion gallons a year.

Making wise use of water is easy and can be done at little or no cost:
• Fix leaks. A dripping faucet can waste anywhere from several gallons 

a day, to several hundred.
• Replace worn or poorly-fitting toilet flappers. A bad toilet flapper can 

waste up to 200 gallons a day.
• Install low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators. Keep showers un-

der five minutes.
• Replace older toilets with low-flow models.
• Learn to read a water meter. If the numbers are different after a period 

of time when no water has been used, there may be a leak.
• Practice Florida-friendly landscaping principles.
• Properly maintain irrigation systems. Regularly check and adjust, re-

pair or replace sprinkler heads. Install a rain sensor that overrides the 
system and turns it off during a rainstorm. Know how much water the 
system puts down so that you’re not overwatering.

• Monitor rainfall and water the lawn only when it needs it, and only as 
much as it needs -- not just because the calendar says it’s your  watering 
day.

For more ideas, as well as complete information on current water 
 restrictions, go to www.hillsboroughcounty.org/water, and click on the 
“Conservation” link.

USF offers preview of college life
The University of South Florida’s University College is kicking off 

a Pre-College initiative for motivated high school and homeschool 
 students. Thirteen diverse programs comprise Pre-College with commut-
er and residential options. In addition to the college learning experience, 
the program offers the guidance and oversight provided by traditional 
summer programs.

Only 45 percent of American students who enroll in college will 
 ultimately earn a bachelor’s degree. USF Pre-College 2012 helps 
 college-bound students prepare for this next big step by building college 
success skills.

“We believe that the more familiar you are with university life, the 
 better prepared you will be when you enter college in the near future,” 
affirms Stuart Silverman, dean of the University of South Florida’s 
 Honors College. 

High school students will pursue academic interests, discover career 
opportunities, and engage with college professors all while taking in 
the excitement of university life. Students may enroll in one or more 
of the summer-run programs, selecting from a broad range of academic 
 disciplines:

• STEM Academy (Diabetes Research) – USF Office for  Undergraduate 
Research

• Architecture – USF School of Architecture and Urban Design
• Global Sustainability – USF School of Global Sustainability
• Mechanical Engineering – USF College of Engineering
• Computer Science – USF College of Engineering
• Biomedical Engineering – USF College of Engineering
• American Sign Language – USF College of Behavioral &  Community 

Sciences
• Art and Design – USF School of Art & Art History
• Music – USF School of Music
• Online Music – USF School of Music
• Marine Science – USF College of Marine Science
• Film Studies – USF College of Arts and Sciences
• STEM Mathematics – USF College of Arts and Sciences
Program registration, full schedules, and detailed descriptions are 

available on the web: http://usf.edu/precollege. Application deadline is 
Friday, June 1. Space is restricted and a special pricing incentive is avail-
able through April. There is also an additional 10 percent discount off the 
program price for USF alumni, faculty and staff.

Tampa Bay parents are encouraged to register their teens for an excit-
ing summer experience at the University of South Florida as soon as 
possible.

For more information, call (888) 873-4968 or email precollege@usf.edu.

Fishhawk Wolves 
take second at 
UTRIP Tournament

The 9u Fishhawk Wolves base-
ball team placed 2nd in the Florida 
UTRIP Baseball tournament that 
was held on March 17-18 in Plant 
City.

Coach Garateix, Coach Morgan 
and Coach Stallings were pleased 
with the turnout and were very 
happy with the level the boys 
played the whole weekend. 

The team members were Joey 
Blair, Levi Buzbee, Andrew 
 Garateix, Gabe Garrett, Chase 
Havener, Ben Kachler, Jackson 

Morgan, 
R y a n 
S k e l l y , 
C o l e 
Stallings, 
J o s e p h 
Veri, and 
Nicholas 
Villanti.

East Bay Watch
by Michael Cooper

The varsity flag football team 
improved to 4-1 with two victories 
last week. East Bay defeated dis-
trict rival Spoto 40-6 and Durant 
28-0.

Against Spoto QB Stephanie 
Williams ran for a TD and threw 
4 TDs against both Spoto and 
 Durant. Williams has 18 TD  passes 
on the season. East Bay is unde-
feated in district games, 3-0, with 
two district games remaining.

Player of the Game against 
 Spoto was Khadijah McCray who 
ran a punt back 38 yards for a TD, 
the first TD punt return in school 
history.

Player of the Game against 
 Durant was Nicole Lock with 3 
TD receptions. Lock has 12 TDs 
on the season. For more team information, visit www.ebhsgirlsflagfootball.com.

Girls' Flag Football Season Update

KHADIjAH MCCRAYNICOlE lOCK

 
Eagles Set Their Weekly Activities

The Ruskin Eagles, FOE, located at 1205 1st 
St. S.W. has scheduled the following weekly 
activities.

All events and activities of the Eagles Club 
are supported by the members and members’ 
guests.

The FOE Aerie meet at 7 p.m. the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month. The Ladies’ Auxiliary 
meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday. Eagle Riders meet the 
2nd Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, April 12 -- Bar Games at 3 p.m.
Friday, April 13 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, April 14 — Meat Raffle at 1 p.m. Steak Dinner at 5 p.m. 

Music by Bro 2 Bro at 6:30 p.m.     
Sunday, April 15 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m.
Monday, April 16 — Bingo at 6 p.m.  
Tuesday, April 17 — Come on down and socialize.
Wednesday, April 18 — Wings and Things at 5 p.m. OH SO GOOD! 

Bar Games at 6 p.m.
For more information, call the club at 645-2922.       

The GFWC Ruskin Woman’s 
Club will host a Centennial Cele-
bration and Open House from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 21 at the clubhouse 503 S. 
 Tamiami Trail, Ruskin.

Festivities will include an  antique 
car display, historical records and 

GFWC Ruskin Woman’s Club hosts 
Centennial Celebration and Open 
House

displays from the many years of 
Service of the Ruskin Woman’s 
Club and also historical records 
and photos of Ruskin.

Light refreshments and fun chil-
dren’s activities will also be avail-
able.
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Alarm Medical (bayalarmmedi-
cal.com, 877-722-9633), Alert1 
(alert-1.com, 888-919-3692), 
LifeGuardian (lifeguardianmedi-
calalarms.com, 800-378-2957) 
and MedicalAlert (medicalalert.
com, 800-800-2537).

One other unique product worth 
consideration is the MediPendant 
(getmedipendant.com, 888-216-
0039) which runs under $35 a 
month. This system allows your 
mom to speak and listen to the 
operator directly through the SOS 
pendant, versus the base station 
speaker phone, which often makes 
for easier communication.
No-Fee Alerts

If you’re looking for a cheaper 
option, consider a no-fee medi-
cal alert device that doesn’t have 
professional monitoring services. 
These products, which also come 
with an “SOS” button and a home 
base station, are pre-programmed 
to dial personal contacts (rela-
tives, friends, caregivers or 911) 
if the SOS button is pushed. Most 
devices store about four phone 
numbers, and the system dials 
each number, one-by-one until a 
connection is made. 

If you like this style, the Freedom 
Alert made by LogicMark (log-
icmark.com, 800-519-2419) is a 
good product that allows you to 
speak through the pendent. The 
purchase price: $300, with no 
ongoing monthly fees. Also check 
out Telemergency (telemergen-
cysystems.com, 888-558-7420), 
which offers a variety on no-fee 
medical alert devices that cost 
under $190.
Mobile Alerts

If your mom is interested in 
a device that works outside the 
home too, there are several mobile 
products that will let her call for 
help anywhere. These pendent-
style devices, which fit in the 
palm of your hand, work like little 
cell phones with GPS tracking 
capabilities. 

To call for help, your mom 
would simply push one button, 
and an operator from the device’s 
emergency monitoring service 
would be on the line to assist her. 
And because of the GPS technol-
ogy they would know her exact 
location, which is critical in emer-
gency situations.

Top products to check out in this 
category include the new 5Star 
Urgent Response sold by GreatCall 
(greatcall.com, 800-733-6632) 
for $50 plus a $35 activation fee 
and $15 monthly service fees, 

Dear Savvy Senior,
I’m interested in getting my 

mother, who lives alone, a medical 
alert device with a wearable SOS 
button that she can push in case 
she falls or needs help. What kinds 
of devices can you recommend and 
how much do they cost?

Searching Daughter

Dear Searching,
There’s a wide variety of medi-

cal alert systems on the market 
today that can help keep elderly 
seniors safe, while living in their 
own home. Here’s a breakdown of 
some different styles and prices to 
help you choose.    
Monitored Alerts

The most popular medical alert 
systems available today are the 
ones that will connect your mom 
to a 24-hour emergency monitor-
ing service when she needs help. 
These units come with waterproof 
“SOS” buttons – typically in the 
form of a necklace pendent or 
bracelet – and a base station that 
connects to her home phone line.

At the press of a button, your 
mom could call and talk to a 
trained operator through the sys-
tem’s base station receiver which 
works like a powerful speaker 
phone. The operator will find out 
what’s wrong, and will notify fam-
ily members, a neighbor, friend or 
emergency services as needed.

If you’re interested in this type 
of alert, there are literally dozens 
of services to choose from. One of 
the most widely used is the Philips 
Lifeline Medical Alert Service 
(lifelinesys.com, 800-380-3111) 
which costs $35 per month, plus 
an $82 start-up fee. Phillips also 
offers a new Auto Alert option (for 
$48 per month) that has fall detec-
tion sensors in the SOS button that 
can automatically summon help 
without your mom ever having to 
press a button.

Some other major players in 
the industry that are a little less 
expensive (under $30 per month) 
include: LifeFone (lifefone.com, 
877-849-8942), LifeStation (lifes-
tation.com, 877-478-3390), Bay 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

Medical Alert Devices That Can Help Keep Seniors Safe

THE SAVVY SENIOR

and MobileHelp (mobilehelpnow.
com, 800-800-1710) which runs 
between $37 and $42 per month.

You also need to know that 
Medicare and most other insur-
ance plans don’t cover medical 
alert systems, although in some 
states Medicaid will if your mom 
receives Medicaid-funded home-
care services. 

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

VFW seeks support
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) is a non-profit organization and 

was founded to ensure that those who have protected our country are 
protected upon return. This comes in the form of patriotic programs, 
being an advocate for veteran’s entitlements in the State of Florida and 
in Washington, D.C.

The VFW provides financial assistance to families of deployed troops, 
assists veterans with benefits claims, and provides free phone calls for 
soldiers overseas.

The local VFW Post 6287 has made a considerable impact on the local 
community by contributing to very important community events and 
programs. Here are a few contributions made the last fiscal year:

• Toys for Tots
• Outdoor Music Festival Fundraiser
• Hosted a 4th of July Celebration
• Provided awards and savings bonds to the Voice of Democracy and 

Patriots Pen Program and to local Law Enforcement/Fireman/Emergency 
Medical Technicians of the Year 

With the war in Iraq and Afghanistan winding down and more veterans 
returning home, they need your valuable donations to continue to sup-
port local veterans, families, and programs while maintaining a facility 
that is over 70 years old.

Send your donations to: VFW Post 6278, 5120 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., 
Ruskin, FL 33572.

For more information, call Chris Young, VFW Post 6287 Commander 
at (813) 508-0792.

Hit Comedy ‘Social Security’ coming to 
the Borini Theater

The Pelican Players will present the hit broadway comedy, Social 
Security at 7 p.m. on April 20 and 21 with an additional matinee on April 
21. This funny show focuses on trendy Manhattan art gallery owners 
Barbara (Linda Halperin) and David Kahn (Jack Parry), whose lives are 
upended when Barbara’s Mineola housewife sister Trudy (Wendy Smith) 
deposits their eccentric mother Sophie (Delyse Axinn) on the couple’s 
doorstep while she and her husband Martin (Jim Klamer) head to Buffalo 
to rescue their sexually precocious col-
lege student daughter from a menage a 
trois with two men. Barbara and David 
introduce Sophie to suave nonagenarian 
artist Maurice Koenig (Bill Turcotte), 
who offers to paint her portrait and soon 
begins to brighten her life in ways she 
never expected in her twilight years.

Directed by Carlyn Postle, Social Security promises to be a great addi-
tion to the Pelican Players recent line-up of hits, which include Nunsense, 
The Follies, Odd Couple, and Hallelujah Girls.

Cabaret seating will add to the fun.Tickets are $12 and are available at 
the Kings Point Box Office. For more information, call (813) 387-3443 
or visit Pelicanplayers.org.
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SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Adult Program/Event Highlights
April 12-18

eBooks for Kindle and Kindle Apps
Thursday, April 12 • 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 
the Kindle or any device using the free Kindle app and Overdrive! 

Also discover how to use library eBooks with an Amazon.com account. 
Limit: 20. Presented by the Tampa Bay Library Consortium

eBooks for Tablets and SmartPhones
Thursday, April 12 • 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to read on 
an Android, Blackberry, iPad, iPhone or Windows 7 devices using a 

free app. Learn how to register for a free Adobe ID to wirelessly check 
out and download library eBooks to an electronic tablet. Limit: 20. 

Presented by Tampa Bay Library Consortium.

Internet: Introduction and Google
Tuesday, April 17 • 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.

Introduction to the Internet and related terminology. Learn how 
to use Google to find information and tips for evaluating what 

you find. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended. 
Registration 

is available one hour prior to the beginning of the program.

Genealogy: Immigration and Passenger Lists
Tuesday, April 17 • 1 to 2 p.m.

Peter Summers, from the Pinellas Genealogy Society, will be 
discussing what immigration records can reveal about one’s
 ancestors and strategies for finding them. Co-sponsored by 

the South Bay Genealogical Society.

eBooks for PC, MAC Nook, Kobo, Sony and other eReaders
Wednesday, April 18 • 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.

Learn how to check out and download free library eBooks to 
read onto a PC, Mac, Nook, Kobo, Sony and other eReaders. 
Explore Adobe Digital Editions and learn how to check out 
a library eBook using OverDrive and Freading. Limit: 20. 

Presented by Tampa Bay Library Consortium.

Elder Law Seminar
Wednesday, April 18 • 2 to 4 p.m.

This program will provide information and education regarding 
legal issues for seniors including planning for incapacities and long 

term care with emphasis on public benefits. Medicaid, Medicare, 
 and VA programs will be discussed. Register in advance at the 

Mah Jongg Club
Wednesday, April 18 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Enjoy an evening of the popular table game, Mah Jongg, featuring chal-
lenging play for experienced players and instruction for beginners. The 
American Rules will be used. Spectators are welcome!  Participants are 
asked to bring their own Mah Jongg set or card. Limited to 16 players. 
Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 273-3652. Funding 

provided by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

SouthShore Needle People
Wednesday, April 18

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Join other needle people to share 
techniques, tips and experiences 
about knitting and other fiber.

Teen/Adult Colored Pencils
Wednesday, April 18

6:30 to 8 p.m.
Join Art Instructor, Melissa 

Miller-Nece, for this popular art 
class. Colored pencil techniques 

will be explored. Materials 
provided. Limit 20. Registration 
required at either the SouthShore 

Regional Library Information 
Desk or by  calling 273-3652. 

Funding for this  program
provided by a grant from the 

Community Foundation 
of Greater Sun City Center.

wiped out the “oops!”
Every business has a huge “oops” 

moment. It’s not the mistake that 
really matters -- it’s how 
the mistake is handled. 
Handled defensively and 
with a “too bad” attitude, 
it’s an “oops” with an “oh 
no” added to it. Handled 
with a sense of humor 
and a “I want to make 
this right” attitude, the 
“oops” rises to the level 
of “darn it.”

A church down in Port 
Charlotte was proud of its new 
newsletter. The graphics were 
snazzy and they had recently pur-
chased a  color printer, making 
the publication look highly pro-
fessional. But no amount of slick 
paper or modern logo could over-
come the misprint that read “Dog 
is always within you.” 600 copies 
were printed before the mistake 
was noticed. So the following 
month, the  editor slyly created a 
“letter” thanking the church for 
recognizing and supporting all of 
the  dyslexic members of the con-
gregation. It was so popular the 
church’s youth group made up 
t-shirts with “Dog is  always within 
you” to wear whenever they were 
out doing community service 
work.

I’ve often been accused of hav-
ing a warped sense of humor, and I 
own up to that. The older I get the 
more warped I get. But it comes in 
handy when you’re working with 
431 businesses and thousands of 
residents. It’s like herding cats. 
Having a sense of humor helps. I 
may not be passing a graveyard, 
but I’m whistling just the same!

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

Bill Cosby once said “Through 
humor you can soften some of the 
worst blows that life delivers. And 
once you find laughter, 
no matter how painful 
your situation might be, 
you can survive it.”

That’s been my  mantra 
all my life. I was 11 
years old when my older 
sister died in an auto-
mobile accident. My 
family got through it by 
 remembering all the zany 
antics she was known 
for and laughing harder with each 
retelling of the stories. 

When I was diagnosed with 
breast cancer and had to sit for 
hours attached to an IV full of 
chemotherapy, we patients would 
crank up the radio and dance 
around the treatment room floor 
with our poles, hooting and holler-
ing until the nurses got agitated.

My mother used to refer to this 
as “whistling past the graveyard.” 

A few years back, at a sports bar 
in North Carolina, the light over 
a table for two snapped its cord 
and fell to the table top. It shat-
tered into little pieces and spilled 
glasses of draft beer into the 
 couple’s laps. All conversation in 
the room stopped as other patrons 
stared in shock. Without missing a 
beat, the bartender came over and 
said “OH! I’m sorry. You wanted a 
BUD light.” (If you don’t remem-
ber the ad campaign from the late 
80s, this won’t mean a thing to 
you.) But immediately, the whole 
bar was in stitches and there was 
a round for all on the house. No 
angry exchanges or mentioning of 
lawsuits. The laughter immediately 

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Hillsborough County 
Extension Services, Tampa 
Bay Water, and its Member 
Governments are looking for 
entries for the 14th Annual 
Community Water-Wise Awards. 
These awards recognize individ-
uals and businesses with water-
efficient, aesthetically pleasing 
landscapes. If you think your 
landscape is water-wise, fill out 
your free application at www.
tampabaywaterwise.org by June 
30 to find out!

Did you know?
• Landscape maintenance 

can account for up to 50 to 75 
percent of many homes’ water 
usage during the spring dry 
season.

• There are nearly 380 plants, 
trees, shrubs, flowers and more 
that are recognized as Florida-
friendly. To 
access the data-
base, and even 
build an online 
list for your 
l a n d s c a p e , 
visit http://
floridayards.
org/fyplants/
index.php.

•   You don’t 
have to do it 
alone! To get more informa-
tion about landscaping in the 
Sunshine State, visit Florida-
Friendly Landscaping’s page 
and click on ‘Ask an Expert’ in 
the top-right corner to have your 
questions answered by Florida-
friendly landscaping and gar-
dening experts.

For more information about 
the awards program or if you 
would like assistance and infor-
mation in creating a water-wise 
landscape, visit www.tam-
pabaywaterwise.org, or contact 
Hillsborough County Extension 
Services.

You can also call Virginia 
Overstreet, Water-Wise Program 
Coordinator at (813) 744-5519 
x54144, or Lynn Barber, 
Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM 
Agent, Hillsborough County 
Extension Service at (813) 744-
5519 x54105.

The search is on

 

Stop by and meet our new staff

Tuesday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Miriam Luisa

Maria
Annette Annette’s

Beauty Salon
FULL SERVICE SALON

for Men and Women
Corner Hwy. 301 & S.R. 674, 

Suite #108
in the Village Plaza

(next to Copper Penny)

• Golf Cart Accessible •634-5422

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$33................before noon
$28 ...................after noon
$20...................after 3 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 5/1/12

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

Live Music Every
Wednesday and Saturday

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm

NOW OPEN Sunday 11-6 pm
for Lunch and NFL Direct TV 

Sunday Ticket
www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

Looking for new 
customers?

Advertise with
The Observer News.

We reach over 40,000 
households a week in
the South Shore area!

Call us today!

813-645-3111
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SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
April 12-18

Teen Night: Game Zone*
Thursday, April 12 • 5 to 7 p.m.

For middle and high school students. Get in the zone and join your 
friends for gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo Wii with games 
such as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers Brawl and more!

Family Story Time
Thursday, April 12 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading time family time. Stories, 
action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this 

fun 30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children may 
wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy.

Motion Commotion
Friday, April 13 • 10:05 to 10:35 a.m. and 10:45 to 11:15 a.m.

For children ages 2-5 with their caregivers. Join them for this 
fun and very interactive preschool music and movement 

program as they shake some sillies out.

Celebrate Earth Day!
Saturday, April 14 • 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.

For school aged children ages 5-12 interested in earth-friendly 
 activities and craft- making with recyclables. Registration is 

required at the Information Desk or call 273-3652. 

Baby Time
Monday, April 16 • 1:35 to 1:55 p.m.

Tuesday, April 17 • 11:35 to 11:55 a.m.
Wednesday, April 18 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers. Bond 
with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes and songs 

in this 20-minute lapsit program.

Teen Writing Workshop
Monday, April 16 • 3 to 5 p.m.

Grades 9-12. Do you like to write stories, poetry, comics, screenplays, 
or song lyrics? Connect with other teen writers to discuss the  writing 

process, share your work, and receive constructive feedback and 
 encouragement. All levels of writers are welcome.

“Expressive Artists:” Let’s Create!
Monday, April 16 • 4 to 5 p.m.

“Expressive Artists,” 11 years and up, will create an art project 
to take home. Registration required at the Information Desk 

or by calling 273-3652.

Toddler Time
Tuesday, April 17 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

Wednesday, April 18 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers. Stories,  

fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this 
fun 20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills 

and encourages reading readiness.

Story Time
Tuesday, April 17 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, April 18 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. This engaging 30-minute 

program highlights early literacy skills, and encourages 
reading readiness and social interaction.

Teen Volunteer Orientation
Tuesday, April 17 • 7 to 8 p.m.

Teen topics will include the application process, filling out school 
forms, shelving guidelines, and volunteer expectations.

*Funding provided by 
the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 
and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday each month. 

Thursday, April 12 — Bar Bingo 
at 6 p.m. 

Friday, April 13 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by Double 
 Barrell Band from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, April 14 —  Turkey 
Shoot at 1 p.m. Music by Pepper & 
Salt from 7 to 11 p.m.

Sunday, April 15 — Fire in the 
Hole from 1 to 4 p.m. Music by Bert 
& Sassy from 5:30 to 10 p.m.

Monday, April 16 — American Legion Riders Meeting at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 17 — Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 

open from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 18 — Service Officer Bob from 1 to 4 p.m. Call 

for appointment 634-1761. American Legion Auxiliary Nominations 
at 7 p.m.

Justin Arruda, a sophomore at East Bay High School, passed his Eagle 
Board of Review to become the 36th scout attaining the highest award in 
Boy Scouting in Ruskin Troop 661 on March 6.

His award will be presented to him on Saturday, April 14 in an Eagle 
Court of Honor held at  Calvary Lutheran Church.

Justin joined Cub Scout Pack 93 
as a first grader in 2001. He earned 
his Arrow of Light, the highest 
award for Cub Scouts and then 
bridged over to Boy Scout Troop 
661 of Ruskin in 2005. Since that 
time, he has had many leadership 
roles within the troop, including 
Senior Patrol Leader and Assistant 
Patrol Leader. He’s attended sum-
mer camp since his induction into 
Troop 661 and has had the oppor-
tunity to participate in those trips 
to Georgia, Alabama and North 
Carolina. He is currently planning 
to attend one of the National High 
Adventure Camps based, Northern 
Tier, in MN. Justin has earned the 
required 21 merit badges and an 
additional 11 badges and is currently working on his Bronze Palm to 
supplement his Eagle Rank.

To attain Eagle, a scout must envision, plan and execute a community 
service project as a way to demonstrate the leadership skills and abilities 
learned throughout his scouting years. Justin worked with Dr. Hal Ott, 
notably of C.A.R.E and Ruskin Animal Hospital, to construct an outdoor 
dog bath at Dr. Ott’s Off the Leach Dog Sanctuary in Ruskin. That proj-
ect took place December 10 and 11, with 18 members from Troop 661 
assisting in the construction.

Justin plans to continue on with Troop 661 as a Junior Assistant Scout-
master and put his leadership skills to work guiding new members of the 
troop and assisting adult members. After his graduation from East Bay 
HS, where he is a member of JROTC, he plans on attending college and 
then entering the U.S. Army.

JUSTIN ARRUDA

36th Eagle Rank Awarded to Troop 
661 Scout

Hillsborough County invites 
the community to drop-in to 
the new Brandon Skate 
Park for a Grand 
Opening Ceremony 
to be held at noon. 
on Saturday, April 
21 at 5720 Providence Road in 
Riverview. The event will feature 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony with 
County Commissioners followed 
by skateboarding demonstrations.

The Brandon Skate Park is Hills-
borough County government’s 
first skate park. Local skateboard-
ers supported and worked with 
Hillsborough County during the 
planning process to provide input 
on the design.

Entrance to the Brandon Skate 
Park will be free through April. 
Beginning in May, skate fees will 
be $4 per day, and annual skate 
park’s passes are available at $150. 
Hillsborough County has a recip-
rocal agreement with the City of 
Tampa, and annual passes will be 
honored at all Hillsborough Coun-
ty and City of Tampa skate parks. 
All skaters must wear helmets and 
complete a waiver.
Brandon Skate Park Features

• Bowl
An intermediate/professional bowl 

with all rounded walls, two hips 
and two general depths. The shal-
low end is 6 feet deep and just 
 under-vert, and the deep end is 
more than 9 feet deep with 1½ feet 
of vert. The entire bowl has pool 
coping and tile.

• The Obstacle Street Section

The Obstacle 
Street Section 
has two main 

levels that split the 
park in two sections. 

The lower section has 
a few street plaza elements 

including a granite bench set 
at an angle, curved ledges, a cone 
pole jam, a manual pad, a small but 
long set of 4 stairs, a brick-stamped 
bank with a flat bar on top, as well 
as a handrail and flat rail.

This area also has a very wide 
quarter pipe with steel coping, 
including a 12 foot pool coping 
extension, a smaller pyramid with 
a bull-nose granite flat rail, and a 
steep bank and hip.

The lower  section is connected 
to the upper section with a series 
of banks,  including a step up that 
connects to an escalating-transi-
tion hip.

• Transition Elements
The Brandon Skate Park also 

features a series of transition ele-
ments: a 6 foot corner quarter pipe 
leads to a long and low A-shaped 
quarter pipe, and ends at a series of 
moguls that are located through-
out. A third level takes skaters 
to the bowl, and this area is also 
connected with quarter pipes and 
more moguls that range in heights 
from 2½ feet to 5 feet.

This $499,501 CIP project was 
funded from Impact Fees and Gen-
eral Revenue. For more informa-
tion, call the Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department at (813) 
635-3500.

New Brandon Skate Park is just 
a kick-flip away from opening

Reading is 
fundamental

This April the Tampa-Hillsbor-
ough County Public Library will 
give new books to some of Hills-
borough County’s school children 
through the Reading Is Fundamen-
tal (RIF) program. On April 9, the 
first gift of books went to the chil-
dren at Metropolitan Ministries 
Partnership School, where each 
child will received two books to 
take home. Later this month, kin-
dergarteners and first-graders at 
Booker T. Washington Elementary 
School will each receive one new 
book to keep.

The library system bought new 
children’s books for this effort 
with a Pine-Sol literacy grant of 
$1,411, through RIF. This is part 
of $50,000 that Pine-Sol donated 
to RIF in 2011 to help children 
gain access to books.

“We’re thrilled to take this 
 opportunity to extend the joy of 
reading and love of books beyond 
our libraries’ walls in partnership 
with local schools,” said Joe Stines, 
Hillsborough County’s Library 
Director. “Our goal here is to pro-
mote literacy, encourage reading, 
and reach out to children who don’t 
have as much opportunity to select 
and own high-quality books.”

For information about the Coun-
ty’s distribution of RIF books, call 
Tampa-Hillsborough County Pub-
lic Library Administration at (813) 
273-3663.

Girls’ Camp 
begins July 30

The GFWC Brandon Junior 
Woman’s Club will again be host-
ing the annual Teen Forum from 
July 30-Aug. 3 at Nativity Catho-
lic Church, 705 E. Brandon Blvd. 
in Brandon.

The week-long, half-day camp 
is for girls entering 6th, 7th or 8th 
grades. Speakers will be provided 
on topics ranging from self-esteem 
and fitness to service as well as 
crafts, team activities, snacks and 
prizes.

Reserve your spot now by going 
to www.thebjwc.com to print the 
form and send it with payment of 
$70 to Brandon Junior Woman’s 
Club, P.O. Box 66, Brandon, FL 
33509.

For more information, call  Donna 
Griffin at (813) 244-4758.

Yard sale to benefit historic clubhouse 
renovations

The GFWC Brandon Jr. Woman’s Club will be holding its Annual 
Yard Sale on Saturday, April 21. The sale will be held at the historic 
clubhouse located at 129 N. Moon Avenue in Brandon from 8 a.m. until 
 approximately 1 p.m. The club will also have food, drinks and some 
baked goodies available for purchase. The yard sale is a great place to 
find wonderful things at bargain prices -- lots of books, clothing, house-
hold items, crafts, furniture and much more.

All proceeds from the yard sale will go to the club for historic clubhouse 
preservation. The historic clubhouse was built in 1928 and is designated 
a historical building by Hillsborough County. It was once Brandon’s first 
library. The clubhouse is in need of a new roof and new electrical wiring. 
For more information visit www.thebjwc.com. or email Jeanette Kjosa 
at jfkjosa@msn.com.

Driver safety 
program now in 
Apollo Beach

AARP is proud to welcome 
Century 21, Beggins Enterprises, 
6542 U.S. Hwy. 41 in Apollo 
Beach as their newest sponsor of 
the Driver Safety Program. Thanks 
to Century 21, Apollo Beach resi-
dents will now be able to take the 
AARP Driver Safety Program 
in this beautiful, close to home 
facility!

Have you ever wondered why 
good, experienced drivers would 
take this course? Participants 
learn defensive driving techniques 
and updates on new traffic laws. 
It covers strategies to help adapt 
to changes in cars, roads, and 
ourselves.

Best of all, Florida participants 
over 50 qualify for a discount in 
their auto insurance rate! That 
equals a win/win program. For 
just $12 for AARP members or 
$14 for non-members, you can up-
date your driving skills and save 
money, too.

The first class will be from 9:30 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 21. 
Class is limited to 25 participants. 

To register or for more informa-
tion, call (813) 645-8481.



When I was a kid during a time 
when air travel was still exotic 
and romantic, and air travelers 
were known as the “jet set”, I 
loved everything about flying. 
I loved seeing the contrails of 
airliners paint the sky over my 
small hometown on the prairie. In 
those days, many small 
towns had scheduled air 
service, including mine 
with Northwest Orient 
Airlines flying in and 
out via DC-3s that were 
old, even then.

Air travel has changed 
a lot since those days. 
There is no romance and 
the only adventure to 
speak of is wondering 
how badly you might be inap-
propriately groped trying to get 
through security and then wonder-
ing further how badly you’ll be 
smashed into a seat, with space 
that seems to shrink with each 
passing flight.

Last weekend, my wife and I 
flew on a small airline out of St. 
Petersburg to spend Easter with 
my family in Minnesota. I had 
flown the airline before and it 
was…suitable. They offer nothing 
but direct flights, which is a big 
perk, and the seats don’t recline, 
which at six-feet tall, I also con-
sider a perk because it saves my 
knees. The planes aren’t all that 
new, but they are clean.

The big problem with this 
airline, however, is that liter-
ally everything you can imagine 
costs extra. Like most airlines, 
they charge a healthy fee to have 
luggage. If you want an assigned 
seat, pull out your credit card. 

If you want a glass of water or 
a soda in-flight, pull out your 
wallet. If you want to board in 
time to use the overhead storage 
racks, put down the cash for it. 
Snacks, of course, also cost extra 
and beginning last week they 
even started charging up to $35 

for carry-ons. In other 
words, for a round-trip 
flight with a single 
suitcase and a carry-
on bag, you could 
potentially pay $120 
just for the stuff most 
people need while 
traveling. You could 
probably FedEx it to 
yourself for less and let 
the delivery guy carry 

your luggage.
Worse still, the airline had just 

made the local news for strand-
ing a group of 80 and 90-year-old 
World War II veterans at Dulles 
International Airport in Washing-
ton, DC. Apparently, a luggage 
truck scratched their plane and the 
veterans had to wait for another 
one. They were finally hauled off 
to a hotel during the late night 
hours for an unexpected extra 
night in the nation’s capitol. You 
just don’t do that to war heroes, in 
my opinion —  especially not el-
derly war heroes. But these days, 
everything is so tight with airlines 
both big and small, that finding a 
replacement airplane was no small 
feat. A Florida Congressman un-
derstood that and began working 
to arrange for an Air Force jet as 
well as doctors and medication, 
if needed. It wasn’t, but kudos to 
Congressman C.W. Bill Young. 
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“Carefree bathing is just a step away”

813-448-3711
®

CARDS
®

CARDS

The Safer Bathing Solution
If you have arthritis, a general loss of mobility or just getting in and out of your bath is too di�cult, 

Lifestyle Remodeling has a selection of walk-in tubs especially for you! As a preferred provider of 
quality walk-in tubs in West Central Florida, Lifestyle Remodeling o�ers a complete line of walk-in 

tubs, superior to the tubs you see on TV...all at prices that �t your lifestyle and budget.

Just open the door, step in, and 
enjoy a nice hot bath!

License #CGC1518164

TAKE THE SAFE STEP TO YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Lifestyle Remodeling

FREE
Your Installed 
Walk-In Tub

We are the oldest family-owned window treatment/flooring store in SouthShore

 1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B 

We are the only
in Hillsborough County.

Compare the quality of the shutter...
DON’T be fooled by lower prices!
We are with you before, during 
and after the sale!

Dress up your 
windows for Summer
with Shutters

Largest showroom in SouthShore area — Your hometown flooring
and window treatment specialist!

®

Just say ‘Moo!’

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

The February shooting death 
of Martin by a neighborhood 
watch volunteer has ignited a 
firestorm of interest, controversy 
and criticism, both nationally 
and globally. The incident has 
also appeared to open new racial 
and even political rifts. The 
neighborhood watch volunteer 
who shot Martin in the chest 
with a 9mm pistol has not yet 
been charged with a crime 
and, at present, it is uncertain 
if charges will be filed. On 
Monday, special prosecutor 
Angela Corey, appointed by 
Gov. Rick Scott, announced she 
would not convene a grand jury 
as part of the investigation into 
the shooting. Corey cautioned 
that the determination should 
not be considered a factor in 
the ongoing case. Martin was 
returning to a home at which 
he was a guest from a trip to a 
nearby convenience store and was 
carrying only his cell phone, a bag 
of Skittles candy and a can of iced 

tea when he was shot on February 
26.

The incident has also sparked 
a national debate over Florida’s 
“Stand Your Ground” law, with 
lawmakers in Tallahassee closely 
watching the case to determine if 
changes need to be made to the 
law.

Far away from Sanford, the 
30 to 50 people in attendance at 
the rally in Minnesota chanted, 
“Know justice, know peace.”  
Many in attendance were young 
people and several carried signs 
in honor of Martin. One young 
Caucasian man walked with a sign 
asking if he was safer because he 
was white and if so, why?  The 
rally served to illustrate the far-
reaching nature of the incident.

Despite being a small, rural 
community, Worthington is a 
highly integrated community 
with residents from several 
nationalities. It is estimated that 
18 languages are spoken by 
students in the area schools.

Rally in Minnesota
Continued from page 1 ■

See OBSERVATIONS, page 20
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Bothersome 
Leg Veins 

and Available 
Treatments   

By John V. Dunne, MD, FACS

Almost 50% of men and 
women in the US suffer from 
some type of vein problem 
– that’s approximately 80 
million Americans!  Leg veins 
are the most common and 
include the larger, sometimes 

bulging varicose veins and the thinner web-like spider veins. Some 
people have leg pain or aching which prevents them from doing things 
they love and most don’t like the way varicose and spider veins look. 
And some leg veins are a sign of a more serious health problem.

Thanks to advancements in technology and phlebology (the study of 
veins), vein specialists can treat leg veins successfully in-office, with 
little discomfort and essentially no down time.  Therapies beyond 
exercise and compression stockings that work include: 

Sclerotherapy (for spider and varicose veins)
The doctor injects a chemical into the vein with a small needle to force 
it to seal shut, reabsorb and disappear.

Endovenous Laser Ablation (for varicose veins) 
The doctor inserts a laser fiber into the vein, heating it and causing it to 
collapse, shrink and disappear.

Important things to consider if you are seeking treatment:
• Have a board-certified vein specialist examine your legs 
• Have an ultra-sound evaluation by a registered vascular 
  technician in an accredited vascular laboratory  
• Ask about insurance - Medicare
  and most plans cover 
  some vein procedures.
• Follow your doctor’s 
  post-treatment advice

John V. Dunne of The Vein Center at Erasers
 is a board-certified vein specialist and 
vascular/thoracic surgeon in Lakewood Ranch 
and Sun City Center (established in 1976)

813.634.9260
4020 State Road 674, Suite 2, 

Sun City Center, FL
www.ErasersInc.com

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

Children’s author entertains with 
interactive story telling

Children’s author, Jan DiRuzzo, will be on site at the new Oopsie 
Daisy Upscale Boutique, Summerfield Shoppes Plaza, 11345 Big Bend 
Road, Riverview, reading The Lost Mermaid -- A Shem Creek Moonlight 
Jamboree. 

There will be a guest appearance by the book’s character, Lily the Mer-
maid, and her pirate friend will join in an interactive musical reading. 
This is a free event so an RSVP is required and seating is limited. This 
book is appropriate for ages 1-12. She will be signing books so bring 
your copy. This event will take place from noon-3 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 28.

This mythical tale will enrich your child’s imagination, immerse them 
in a coastal landscape and marine life, and provide a valuable lesson 
about the danger of judging others by appearance or language--a lesson 
in cultural diversity that your child can apply throughout life’s journey. 

In February, Lily and her pirate friend had a guest appearance at Sum-
merfield Elementary School and read to the 2nd and 3rd grade classes in 
the media center. Lily the mermaid and her pirate sidekick are available 
for school readings, presentations, and signings. For more information 
visit their website at www.LilyTheLostMermaid.com to order copies of 
her book and check out past and upcoming events.

Students at Summerfield Elementary are treated to a special reading 
by Lily the Mermaid.

South Hillsborough 
Elks Lodge #2672 

Upcoming Activities

Every Tuesday – Jam Session – 3 to 5 p.m. –  
No charge for all Elks and their guests.

Every Wednesday – Best Spaghetti in Town - $7, All You Can Eat,  
for all Elks and their guests. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday – Seafood and Sandwiches for all Elks and their guests 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.                                                       

Monday, April 16
Blue Plate Special, $7, Menu: Ham Dinner with all the trimmings. 

Only 50 tickets will be sold.

Monday, April 30
Blue Plate Special, $7, Menu: Meat Loaf with all the trimmings. Only 

50 tickets will be sold.         

The South Hillsborough Elks Lodge is located at 1630 U.S. Hwy. 41 
S., Ruskin 33570 and has a clean, smoke-free environment. For more 
information, call (813) 645-2089.

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Windows-7: Control Panel, Files and CDs • April 12 • 3 p.m. 
Learn what can be done through the Control Panel, 

how to install and remove software, and run a disk cleanup.
Windows: Troubleshooting • April 17 • 3 p.m. 

Diagnosing and correcting common problems associated
with Windows Operating Systems.

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Art Gallery to host 
show opening

Visit the Crawford Gallery for 
the Opening Reception from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 3 to 
welcome artists Arthur Dillard and 
Janice James. Light refreshments 
will be provided by the Friends of 
SouthShore Regional Library.

Arthur Dillard is a nationally 
known watercolorist who special-
izes in painting famous people 
and scenes. Janice James is well 
known in the area for her paint-
ings of local historic places. She 
was recently selected as one of the 
artists to have her prints and note 
cards for sale in the Dali Museum 
gift shop in St. Petersburg. 

The show runs from May 3 
through June 24. For more in-
formation, call Laurie Burhop at 
(813) 273-3652. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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GOT SCREENED?
IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT A SKIN GROWTH,
WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO EVALUATE IT FOR YOU. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE SKIN CANCER

SCREENING!
NOW ACCEPTING AV-MED INSURANCE

Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates

4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102
Sun City Center, FL  33573
(One Block West of the Hospital) 813-634-1455

SIGN UP FOR A  FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING
BRING THIS COUPON IN TO RECEIVE A FREE GIFT!

Wesley Chapel 813-973-1133 • Bushnell 352-568-0600 • Zephyrhills 813-788-7616

Advanced Solutions. Trusted Results.

402 Sun City Center Blvd. (SR674) - Sun City Center
Call (813) 634-9289 or visit www.KaufmanEyeInstitute.com

Delivering unmatched eye
care to improve your
vision and quality of life.

Voted Best Eye Surgeon
by South Shore News 2011

l to r: Dr. Parker, Dr. Kaufman, Dr. Lin & Dr. Gstalder

America’s Finest Cabinets

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.
   Across from Chili’s

Countertop

Surfaces available

with a FREE

Standard Edge and

FREE Stainless

Steel Sink

18 Months

no interest!

“We Beat All Superstores 
on Price and Service”

Delivery available in under 3 weeks

and soon began to chronicle the 
area’s history through the eyes of 
settlers’ descendants, first in the 
pages of The Shopper Observer 
News and then by compiling 
those reports in book form. At 
last count, she had created nine 
volumes opening windows on the 
past. 

Through her years in Ruskin, 
she has been involved in many 
community endeavors, has 
operated two clothing boutiques, 
and been crowned Tomato 
Festival Queen. 

Now nearing her 90th birthday, 
Maschek still writes a fishing 
column each week for The 
Observers. 

The Tampa Bay History Center 
exhibit will remain in place 
through the month of April, 
according to Mac Miller, an 
organizer of the Ruskin History 
Project. 

A second venue earmarked 
for spotlighting Ruskin’s 
outstanding women will be the 
local library on Sunday (April 
15). From 1 to 4 p.m. that day, 
the Tampa -Hillsborough County 
Public Library System will be 
staging one of its “road shows” 
commemorating the facility, 
its keepers and its founders as 
it looks ahead to a milestone. 
Come 2014, the library network 
will celebrate its centennial, 
with the Ruskin Branch Library 
in the vanguard as one of the 
oldest in the system, according to 
Jennifer Dietz, a senior librarian 
managing the system’s historical 
observances. 

In preparation, specialists will 
be on hand Sunday afternoon to 
video or audio tape all library-
related recollections of local 
residents, Dietz said. “If someone 
remembers a story hour as a 
child or discovered a book at the 
library that impacted a life or met 
someone special at the library, 
we’d like to hear the story,” she 
added. 

County library personnel also 
will be scanning any documents 
related to the library’s history 
which local citizens may have in 
their possession for saving in its 
archives, the librarian noted. The 
scanning process does not harm 
the documents which are returned 
immediately to owners.

In addition, a selection of about 
20 Burgert Brothers photographs 
will be on display in the library 
during the afternoon. Burgert 
photos, taken by the Tampa 
professional photographers 
around the city and its environs 
through the early 20th century 
have graced calendars, exhibits 
and edifices across the region. 

And portions of the Ruskin 
Woman’s Club exhibit which 
was hung in the Tampa Bay 
History Center last month are 
to be displayed at the library 
on Sunday, The RWC panels 
presented at TBHC in March also 
traced the club’s 100 year history 

with photos, narratives and 
artifacts. 

The current Ruskin library 
building, dedicated in 1966, is 
a direct outgrowth of the first 
library cobbled together in Ruskin 
by Orcutt a century ago.

Light refreshments will be 
available, courtesy of Friends of 
the Library.

A third commemoration of 
Ruskin’s women and their 
achievements is slated for 
Saturday, April 21, inside and 
around the historic structure that 
now is the RWC clubhouse as the 
organization celebrates its 100th 
anniversary. 

The three-story home with 
architectural touches reminiscent 
of a Swiss Chalet and located on 
the west side of U.S. 41 just south 
of the Ruskin Inlet is the only 
original building that survived 
the 1918 fire that destroyed the 
first Ruskin College campus. 
It was the home of Dr. George 
McA. Miller and his wife, Adaline 
Dickman Miller, as they worked 
to build the commongood society 
membership and college student 
body. 

 At the same time, the genesis of 
the contemporary woman’s group 
– the 20th Century Club – was 
developing, becoming a backbone 
of the community through the 
first world war and the subsequent 
depression. In 1940, Mrs. Miller’s 
family deeded the home to the 
Ruskin Woman’s Club that 
had evolved from the former 
organization. 

From its initial formation by 
Orcutt, through the years, Ruskin 
women sheltered and guided and 
grew their local library. Books 
were housed variously in the 
home of Aurora Edwards, an early 
pioneer, in the Miller house and 
in a little chamber of commerce 
office, before the first permanent 
library was established in the mid-
1920s. 

And, on April 21, members of 
the RWC, many in period dress, 
will celebrate it all during a public 
reception between 10 AM and 
4 PM. Portions of the elaborate 
RWC centennial exhibit designed 
and coordinated by Dr. Tina Trent 
leading a team of five members 
will be displayed inside their 
clubhouse. And activities for 
children as well as their parents 
are being planned on the grounds, 
according to Betty Jo Council, an 
RWC officer. Light refreshments 
also are planned.

Orcutt well might be astounded 
if she could see the results of 
her labors today. It might even 
trigger her wry sense of humor 
which was unleashed at one point 
as she lamented the loss of a 
barrel full of books in the inlet. 
Surely, it was for the instruction 
of the fish, she suggested, adding 
meaningfully “ that is why they 
are so hard to catch!”
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Ruskin women
Continued from page 1 ■

It was not exactly a boom box, much less an MP3 with ear buds, but this Vic-
trola (center, left) was the source of music that entertained students enrolled in 
Ruskin’s first college one hundred years ago. They danced on the third floor of 
their college president’s house, the structure near U.S. 41 just south of Ruskin 
Inlet with the Swiss Chalet touches that now hosts the Ruskin Woman’s Club. The 
old machine is just one of many now on display in a Tampa Bay History Center 
exhibit during April. What’s more, the exhibit is just one of three highlighting local 
history this month. 
Photo courtesy Dr. Arthur “MAc” Miller
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1311 Aston Gardens Ct. 
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Independent Living 
813.642.8950 
AstonGardens.com

At Sun City Center

At Sun City Center

®

®

At Sun City Center

At Sun City Center

®

®

At Sun City Center
®

At Sun City Center
®

At Sun City Center
®

At Sun City Center
®

GARAGE 
SALE!

©2012 DISCOVERY MANAGEMENT GROUP | MANAGED AND OPERATED BY

LENDER
EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
EQUAL HOUSING

Find some steals and 
deals at America’s award-
winning senior-living 
community’s Garage 
Sale Event. Residents 
have donated items to 
sell, with proceeds being 
donated to LifePath 
Hospice. Also come 

enjoy a hearty breakfast with us! Get your breakfast 
tickets in advance or pick them up at the door. Have fun!

Friday, April 27  |  Grande Clubhouse
Pancake Breakfast at 8:00 and 9:30 a.m.

Mimosas  |  Raffle Prizes  |  Model Home Tours
FREE  |  Open to the Public  |  Tickets Required for Breakfast

Call 813.642.8950 by April 24 to RSVP for Breakfast 
Sale Items and Financial Donations Accepted

tied to a course are partially paid 
through Honors College program 
money.

The London trip cost each 
student $1,200 plus their ticket, 
Cutchens said. But they each got a 
$600 scholarship toward that and 
if they lived in the dorm, they got 
an additional $200.

Many had to work either full 
time or part time jobs to make up 
their portion of the fees. Some 
work all year to put themselves 
through school.

Both the youngest and oldest 
students who took the trip work 
more than one job year round.

Brandi Hollis, who recently 
moved to this area from Fort 
Lauderdale, has two jobs as well 
as her work as a student. At 27, 
she was the oldest student to go 
on the trip.

Hollis has had to work hard to 
get her education, and eventually 
wants to be a magazine journalist.

“People say print news is 
a thing of the past, but I still 
believe in it and want to be in the 
field,” Hollis said in a telephone 
interview April 5. “To work for a 
magazine like Time would be my 
dream job.”

While in Fort Lauderdale, Hollis 
began working with A Child is 
Missing, a group that gets the 
word out in the early stages when 
a child or elderly adult is missing. 
She got a transfer to the Tampa 
branch, and now takes calls for 
the 24-hour service nights and 
weekends from law enforcement 
agencies across the country. Then 
she passes those descriptions and 
leads on in mass “telephone call 
and text blasts.” She also helps 
organize and present events for 
families that participate or work 
with the group.

Besides this, Hollis works 
three days a week in the Student 
Center at USF making travel 
arrangements for individual 
students and groups.

“Let’s say a team has to play 
in another state, I’ll do the travel 
arrangements, hotels- everything,” 
she said in a telephone interview 
April 5.

The youngest student to take 
the trip was 20-year-old Sacia 
Mullins of Ruskin.

Mullins works hard to stay in 
the Honors College yet she holds 
a full time job in the office of M 
& M Printing Company (owner of 
The Observer News) and besides 
this is doing an apprenticeship 
with Siggybunk Productions as a 
production assistant and camera 
woman.

The artsy Liberal Arts major 
says she hopes working at small, 
independent film companies will 
give her the experience she needs 
to go after an acting career.

Along with her school and jobs, 
she has studied music, plays the 
violin, harp, piano and sings; 
dances and does gymnastics.

Cutchens says all her Honor 
College students are serious about 
making something of themselves.

Fortunately, some others were 
also available for interviews.

“I definitely enjoyed this trip,” 
said Alexandra Parrish. “I think 
one of the things that I liked the 
most was that this was the first 
time that I was able to go on a trip 
without my parents, and it was 
fun to make my own decisions. I 
also learned a lot about budgeting 
my money. My favorite part of 
the trip was going to see Phantom 
of the Opera, followed by the 
visit to Westminster Abbey. I also 
enjoyed meeting a bunch of new 

people and getting to experience a 
different culture.”

Even though English is spoken, 
road signs looked very different 
because everything is measured 
in meters, Cutchens reminded me. 
“And also that people drive on the 
left side of the road!”

“Traveling to London was the 
most enriching experience of my 
life,” said Allison Chalifoux. “I 
feel that it not only strengthened 
my independence, it enabled me 
to cultivate my knowledge and 
better develop my self-sufficiency. 
I enjoyed getting to immerse 
myself in another culture and 
experience what they experience 
every day. And the food was 
delicious! The trip helped me gain 
a deeper appreciation for people 
different from me. Everything 
about London was beautiful. 
The antique buildings gave me 
the feeling of being hundreds of 
years in the past. There was so 
much history surrounding me 
that it made me feel that I was 
part of something special. The 
city reminds me of New York but 
there is one difference- while the 
area is constantly bustling with 
activity, I never once felt rushed 
or frantic, as a big city often 
makes me feel. I felt more relaxed 
and able to take my time and 
enjoy the things around me. There 
is no sense of urgency, no sense 
of time being rushed that I didn’t 
have an opportunity to enjoy 
myself. And the people there were 
so friendly.” 

“One week was not enough 
to see everything and do 
everything,” Allison continued. 
“There was so much I wish I 
could have done. It gave me a 
passion to travel back there one 
day and continue the journey I 
started.” 

The group stayed at the Imi 
Hotel in London, near the famous 
Kensington Park, from March 11 
through the 17th.

During that time, they saw the 
Phantom of the Opera, went to 
Stonehenge, the Roman baths in 
Cambridge, Windsor Castle, and 
the site where the British Royal 
Air Force (RAF) worked with the 
Americans during World War II.

Amanda Cutchens had been 
to England three times prior to 
chaperoning the students, having 
studied at Cambridge and then 
going twice on vacation.

“This whole thing is about the 
students learning to experience 
and appreciate other cultures and 
people,” Cutchens said. “I am just 
so glad to have had the opportunity 
to be with these students as they 
experienced London for the first 
time. It was an amazing trip, but it 
was the students that made it such 
a pleasure.”

London trip
Continued from page 1 ■

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Sacia Mullins of Ruskin works at one 
of her two jobs and a full time stu-
dent at the USF Honors College. Part 
of a group that got to go to London 
in March, Mullins said it is one of the 
most exciting experiences she has 
had to date.

The group of USF students from the Honors College visited Stonehenge while on a 7-day trip to London 
in March. Some made the Bulls sign deliberately in the group photo, said chaperone Amanda Cutchens, 
an academic advisor at the Honors College. From the left in the front row are Sacia Mullins, Melissa Mal-
lory, Kathleen Sheridan, Marina Saad, Allie Parrish, Neala Kelly, Brandi Hollis. Second row: Sarah Zajd, 
Charmaine Oliver, Bjorn Nabergall, Jennifer Tejiram, Vince McCoige, Amanda Koslow, Terrence Alleyne, 
Allison Chalifoux, Kat Rachal, Breezy Paulus, and Rachel Brown.                                  JOSH CUTCHENS PHOTO
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70Years! The Most TrustedName.7

Reservation Code 120411

4#HTYM
HearingLoss

“If I had a hearing problem, I’d probably
know it.”

Not necessarily. Hearing loss develops slowly. Plus, our own ability to
compensate and adjust to gradual hearing changes makes hearing

loss difficult to recognize.

Why guess? Experts encourage people as young as 45 to have a
baseline hearing screening. Catching and treating hearing loss early

can slow it down or stop it. You’ll preserve more good hearing for life.

For more facts about hearing loss, visit your Beltone Hearing
Care Professional.

see where you stand with a

FREE
Comprehensive

Hearing Screening
from Beltone

April 11, 12, & 13, 2012
Call for an appointment
today! 813-658-5076.
Space is limited.

104 Pebble Beach Blvd. S. (across from Walgreen’s) Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 658-5076
Benefits of hearing instruments vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit. Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated.

Participation may vary by location. © 2011 Beltone Hearing Centers. Special offers are valid for future purchases only and cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
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Mouth full of bad teeth? Miserable in your dentures? Miserable in your 
partial? Losing teeth to Periodontal Disease? Missing teeth? Unable to 

eat your favorite foods? Looking for a final solution? If so, JOIN US!
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3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301

America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE 
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 6/15/12

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

OEM SPEC FLUID
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 6/15/12

$1000 Off $2000 Off

No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

Shopper Observer Shopper Observer

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at
1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 

www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Wednesday 5-7 p.m. ‘Best Spaghetti in Ruskin’
Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings
Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter or fried)

 7-11 p.m. Live Music

Every Saturday 2 p.m. Horseshoes 

 UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, April 13             7-11 p.m. Southern Tied
Saturday, April 14         7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday,April 20              7-11 p.m. Red Neck Band
Saturday, April 21         7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, April 2               7-11 p.m. Caribbean Cowboys
Saturday, April 28          7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim Mullins

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests

RUSKIN
Moose Lodge #813
UPCOMING EVENTS

March’s Terrific Kids from Reddick Elementary School 
selected

Terrific stands for: Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, Respectful, Responsible, Influential, Friendly, Impeccable and 
Caring. The following students are just that: David Bartolo-Cantorian, Itzel Parada, Angel Toledo, Alexis Na-
varro, Maritza Vega-Martinez, Vanessa Mendoza, Brianna Martinez, Cesar Castillo, Nataly Martinez, Dalia 
Santibañez Pereyr, Nancy Dorantes-Dircio, Alexis Garcia, Cristian Cruz-Cruz, Briana Davis, Rudy Galicia, 
Evelyn Pizano, Jonathan Malagon-Gonzalez, Johanna Valdez, Yoni Merino-Matias, Teresa Centeno-Gomez, 
Gerardo Reyes, Salvador Marcelo-Diaz, Abigail Cardoza, Fabian Rodriguez, Gerson Vasquez, Gene Spear-
man, Almadelia Hernandez, Nelson Rios, Isreal Morales, Irma Santiago, David Lopez, Obed Montoya, Yadira 
Elizarraraz, Ermelinda Barrios, Luz Morales-Garcia, Aliana Ramirez, Eliceo Saldana, Liliana Morales, Daniel 
Garcia-Serrano, Anayeli Valencia, Luis Rodriguez, Brianna Balderas.

0% FREE
FINANCING

$500 Min.

ELLENTON
2015 60th Ave. E

I-75 Exit #224. 
At the doorsteps of 

Prime Outlets
941-723-6100

SARASOTA
7261 S. Tamiami Tr.
941-926-3500

Just south of Clark Road

Sarasota • Ellenton • Boca Raton • Ft. Lauderdale • Delray Beach

TRADE IN SALE
“Olde Faithful’s” Time Runs Out!
• Trade In A Chair...Get $200 

Towards A New Chair

• Your Old Sofa Is Worth 
$400 Towards A New Sofa

• Your Old Set Is 
Worth $700 
Towards A New 
Sofa Set Or 
Sectional

• Trade In A Chair...Get $200 
Towards A New Chair

• Your Old Sofa Is Worth 
 Towards A New Sofa

Turn The “Beast
Into The Beauty”

• 6 Months No Interest
• Sale Ends Monday April 23, 2012
• We Will Donate “Olde Faithful” To The Needy.
• Excludes Ekornes, Prior Sales Or Floor Models
• See Salesperson For Details

FREE
DELIVERY
& PICKUP

@ same time of 
your old chair

www.LeatherExpressFurniture.com
M-F 10-7
SAT. 10-6
SUN. 12-5 West Florida

700 LEATHERS • 50 STYLES
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES.

Lennard High School finalists compete 
in student announcer contest

During the Wind Ensemble’s “Russian Romance” concert at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 22 at Sun City Center’s Community Hall 1910 S. Peb-
ble Beach Blvd. the Sarasota Concert Band, with the support of Beef 
O’Brady’s in Sun City Center, is offering Lennard High School students 
an opportunity to participate in the band’s live performance.

By taking on the role of “concert announcer” students will introduce 
musical selections during the Russian Romance Concert, competing for 
cash prizes. Winners will be selected by audience vote. Participate in 
helping high school youth in the Sun City Center area blossom as they 
compete to master the role of Concert Announcer in the Sarasota Concert 
Band’s April 22 performance at the Community Hall. Listen to three 
finalists introduce each musical selection, enjoy the majesty of Russian 
music and vote on the student with the most skill and audience appeal. 
First prize is $100; 2nd is $50; 3rd is $25.

Tickets are $18 for reserved seating purchased at the Community As-
sociation Office, at the door on the day of the show or call the office in 
advance at (813) 642-2001.

For more information visit www.SarasotaConcertBand.org. or call 
Linda Keefe, 941-364-2263 or email Linda@SarasotaConcertBand.org.
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BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

© 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

RACHEL A WEISSMAN,
CIC, LUTCF

(813) 634-7100
955 Del Webb Blvd. E. Ste 102

Sun City Center
RWEISSMAN@ALLSTATE.COM

Beth Israel holds OPEN HOUSE
for Prospective Members

Beth Israel, the Jewish 
Congregation of Sun City 

Center, extends an invitation 
to the public to enjoy a 

bagel brunch, learn about 
our activities and meet 

the representatives of our 
various committees.
We look forward to 

meeting you.
Membership Committee

Sunday, April 22
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

RSVP to:
Arlene - 633-3340
Shelly - 634-8092

We are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center
At Home Auto Care, Inc.

2003 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin, FL
(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.athomeauto.net
Lic# MVS51635
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SPRING

Personal shred 
day planned

Payant Tax Services is holding 
its annual Personal Shred Day to 
celebrate the end of tax season.

The Cintas Shred Truck will be 
in the parking lot of the Payant Fi-
nancial Plaza located from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 18 
at 1653 Sun City Center Plaza. 

Join them for an around the 
world wine tasting to celebrate. 

Any questions, call Robyn 
Payant 813-633-7333.

Travel Europe
Learn about the best of Europe 

with AAA travel prefered partners 
Brendan Vacations and Uniworld 
Boutique River Cruise Collection 
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, April 12 at 
1653 Sun City Center Plaza, SCC 
For more information call 813-
633-4880. 

A second opportunity will be at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 12 
at 415 W. Robertson St., Brandon. 
For more information call 813-
681-5761.

Field of Honor 
planned

The quarterly Field of Honor Cer-
emony sponsored by the Veterans 
Council of Hillsborough County 
will be held at 10 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 14, 2012 at the Veterans 
Memorial Park located at 3602 US 
Highway 301, Tampa just south 
of the Florida State Fairgrounds. 
This ceremony will honor all the 
casualities of the last three months 
who have died while participating 
in operations Enduring Freedom 
and New Dawn by the reading of 
their names and the planting of an 
American Flag in their memory 
next to the thousands of flags al-
ready in the Field of Honor.

Hosting this ceremony will be 
VFW Post 8108 from Riverview. 
The Riverview High School 
JROTC will provide the color 
guard. Marine Corps League De-
tachment #1226, Riverview will 
provide a firing squad and play 
taps and Chip Shields from Hills-
borough County Fire/Rescue will 
sing the National Anthem. There 
will also be a special tribute given 
to an Iraqi Freedom war veteran 
who is the son of a Gold Star Mom, 
of the Gold Star Mothers of Amer-
ica, Inc. This ceremony is open to 
the public and all are encouraged 
to attend. For further information 
contact Walt Raysick the Veterans 
Council president at 813-653-4924 
or by e-mail at wraysick@verizon.
net.

The Russians are 
coming...

LYRA, a professional group of 
a cappella singers will perform at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, May 3 at the 
Prince of Peace Church. Trained 
by the St. Petersburg Conserva-
tory of Music, this quintet is on a 
goodwill tour of America, singing 
selections of sacred music of the 
Russian Orthodox Church as well 
as Russian folk and love songs.

The Knights of Columbus are 
proud to bring you this concert. 
All seating is reserved and the 
$10 tickets are available at Conesa 
Center from 8:45 to 10:30 a.m., 
every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. For more information call 
Joe Frank at 633-1623. To hear a 
sample visit www.lyra-online.org.

Business slow? Need to advertise?
Call The Observer News

813-645-3111 or visit www.observernews.net

Art classes offered for elementary 
school age children

Classes will be offered once again for elementary-age children at the 
Big Draw Studio. The first series of three classes will focus on drawing 
skills using different medias. The second series will focus on creating 
three-dimensional artworks.

The cost for each series is $45 and includes all supplies.
Series 1:
Monday, April 30, May 7 and 14
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. for ages 6-8
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. for ages 9-11

Series 2
Monday, May 21, June 4 and 11
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. for ages 6-8
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. for ages 9-11

Each class size is limited to 12 children. To register and reserve your 
spot, email Margit Redlawsk at mmredlawsk@gmail.com. Pre-pay at 
www.ruskinbigdraw.com.

Fishing has been man’s pasttime 
for thousand of years. The first 
book I found on fishing was 
published in 1849 and was 
titled Fish and Fishing.  
I also found one on 
salmon fishing written 
in 1865.

Today you can find 
thousands of books 
on how to catch most 
any species of fish. 
Even many celebrities 
have written books on 
fishing. This week I saw that Henry 
Winkler has a new publication 
 entitled, I Never Met an Idiot on 
the River.

You can read all of these books, 
and then go fishing, forget what 
you read and become a great angler.
By going fishing by trial and error, 
you will become a great angler. Go 
fishing, don’t sit home wishing. It 
takes practice, patience, and your 
own skills.

Listen to the old timer who has 
fished all of his life; he could show 
you how to fish with a line, a hook, 
and a bambo pole. He can fish 
without any high priced fishing 
gear.

He is the guy that is on a bike, 
with his basketful of fried chicken 
for lunch, and a cane pole in one 
hand. He doesn’t own a boat, or if 
he does, he isn’t buying the gas at 
the high price that it is today.

He knows where the fishing are 
and when to catch them. He knows 
all about the tides, the water flow 
and when a full moon shows. He 
will tell you if the cows are laying 
down, you might as well stay home 
because the fish are not biting. He 
knows when to fish and when to 
stay home.

Catching sheepshead can be 
tricky, as it is difficult to set a hook 
in their boney mouths.When first 
you feel a nudge, count to three, 
then jerk to set the hook.

Many of the old  timers call this 
fish the convict fish because of the 
pattern of black stripes on their 
bodies resembles that of a prison 
uniform.

Don’t sit home wishing -- go fishing
They also have a mouth full of 

teeth very human-like including 
molars. With all of these teeth 

they still have a small 
mouth, so use a #1 hook 
or smaller to make a 
catch. This fish will 
swim close by to your 
bait and watches. By the 
time your three count is 
done he is ready to grab 
your bait, a live shrimp, 
crab, oyster, or sea 
worm. Some anglers 

break their shrimps in pieces, as 
they are using a small hook.

Sheepshead is a great tablefare 
fish with lean white meat. Legal 
is l2” and 15 per harvest. Those in 
deeper waters are much larger.

A 683-pound swordfish was 
caught offshore of Miami this 
week by using an electric reel. It 
cannot be recognized as a record 
catch because of the electric  reel 
used. To make the record book 
you must use your own strength to 
bring in your catch.

With so many fish it’s difficult for 
you to focus on just one species, so 
just fish and take home what you 
catch, or release carefully those 
you don’t want.

Grouper season is open again 
and there are many happy anglers 
out there. Charter boats are all 
aglow with the season open as 
their business is great.

It seems that the high price of 
gasoline was more popular this 

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

week, than fishing. Many were 
fishing from docks and land. The 
bridges were also full of anglers. 
Boats were left home. One angler 
told me that it took over $500 
dollars to fill his boat. It would 
be dry-docked until the gas prices 
go down.  Another told me that the 
cost of one fish was unbelievable 
if you count the price of gasoline.

Trout are waiting for your catch, 
swimming happily in the grassy 
flats.

Redfish are on the prowl in large 
schools. This fish is still a restricted 
catch. One per person per day not 
under l8” or more than 27”. 

Freshwater has yielded a lot of 
pan fish with this great summer 
weather. I saw many catches of 
largemouth bass and freshwater 
catfish. 

Mullet are jumping in the rivers 
and canals and in the saltwater of 
the bay. The redfish and mullet are 
running together.

Don’t overcrowd your boat. 
There was 10 on board a boat in 
Miami, adults and children -- the 
boat tipped over with all in the 
 water. All were saved by some 
very brave people and the children 
did have life jackets on, which is 
the law.

Take along plenty of sunscreen 
-- please don’t come back with a 
red-sheen.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a member 
of Florida Outdoor Press.

FISH TALES
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has been located in Sun City Center for  
11+ years and is only a phone call away

Call 634-6617
We accept most long-term 
care insurance policies.

References upon request.
Bonded • Licensed • Insured

All caregivers are background 
screened. You DO have choices.

How we can 
help you help 
yourself....
for as little as
2 hours to 24/7
Some of our many 
services include, but not 
limited to:

 Personal Grooming• 
 Meal Preparation• 
 Light Housekeeping• 
 Medication Set-ups and • 
Reminders
 Alzheimer Assistance• 
 Companions• 
 Grocery Shopping• 
 Private Duty In-Home or • 
Facility
 Doctors Appointments• 
 Injections• 
 Transportation For All Your • 
Needs
 Emergency Room Assistance• 

FREE in-home and private 
consultation to see how 

we can help you with your 
needs to be comfortable in 

your home. Lic #30211040 Georgana Collins, 
ADM

1910 Haverford Avenue Suite 107
Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 633-0286
www.brandonorthopedics.com

Robert J. Maddalon, MD
John D. Okun, MD
Peter V. Lopez, MD
Steven M. Page, MD
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeons

Brandon Orthopedic Associates
721 West Robertson St., Ste. 102
Brandon, FL 33511
Phone: 813-684-3707

BRANDON ORTHOPEDIC ASSOCIATES
EAST BAY SPORTS MEDICINE & ORTHOPEDICS
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgery
Sports Medicine • Onsite Open MRI

Brandon Orthopedic Associates is one of the 
most respected and professional orthopedic 
and sports medicine practices and 
Hillsborough County. Our state-of-the-art 
facilities allow us to specialize in sports 
medicine, arthroscopic surgery, partial and 
total joint replacements of hip, knee and 
shoulder, hand surgery including endoscopic 
carpal tunnel release, finger joint replacement, 
complex surgery of the elbow, and ankle and 
foot injuries. Our compassionate and caring 
atmosphere is in two convenient locations near 
local hospitals and outpatient surgery facilities 
in Brandon and Sun City Center. We work 
relentlessly to provide the best care possible 
for every patient's unique orthopedic need. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Robyn Payant
President

Tom Payant
Chairman & CEO

We offer retirement planning and services tailored to
your individual needs since 1979

 • Retirement Planning • Investment Planning
• Investments • Life Insurance

• 401(k) Rollovers • IRA Accounts
• Wealth Protection

Visit our website at www.PayantFinancial.com
1653 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573

813-633-7333
Thomas A. Payant o�ers securities and insurance products through SagePoint Financial, Inc. and its a�liates, 

member FINRA/SIPC. Thomas A. Payant o�ers investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, 
Inc., a registered investment advisor not a�liated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

SCC ladies walk the walk
Two of the oldest ladies in Sun City Center, Thelma Crosby and  Libby 

Hawbaker, 90 and 91, respectively, had fun proving they are also the 
 fittest. They are shown displaying the shirts presented to them after 
walking 50 miles in eight weeks. The Friendship Baptist Church fitness 
club sponsored the event, and the machines (i.e. treadmills and rowing 
machines)contributed to the aid as well.

Both women are members of the Friendship Baptist Church, 1511 El 
Rancho Dr., SCC. Many townspeople also were feted. All of their ladies 
are looking foward to hosting a ‘Tea’ on Saturday, April 14 at the church. 
Reservations are necessary.

Left to right: Thelma Crosy and Libby Hawbaker. Libby is to be 
 doubly admired, as she is almost legally blind.

SCC Library receives donation
The Sun City Center Library, a community library funded and primar-

ily staffed by Sun City Center residents, recently received an unexpected 
donation of $885.65 from a fundraiser cruise, hosted by residents Sally 
Dittman and Mike Deeb. Sally has been a volunteer at the SCC Library 
for over 4 years, and decided to designate the library as the recipient of 
proceeds realized by a fundraiser cruise.

Sally and Mike, along with 8 other couples, took a cruise aboard 
Holland-America Lines’ Eurodam, and worked with Jayne Kirse, 
Manager of Sun City Center Travelworld, to reward the library with a 
portion of the group’s earned cruise credits. 

 Elaine Birkinshaw, the vivacious new professional library administra-
tor, was delighted to accept the donation and conveyed that it would be 
used to purchase additional travel DVDs and new fiction for the busy 
library. Birkinshaw said that over 72,228 items were circulated from this 
community library, and donations are welcome. This type of donation, in 
particular, helps to augment the popular facility for SCC residents. 

 For more information on sponsoring a fundraiser cruise or tour to help 
benefit your organization or charity, call Jayne Kirse at SCC Travelworld 
at (813) 634-3318.

Left to right: Jayne Kirse (Manager of SCC Travelworld), Mike Deeb, 
Elaine Birkinshaw (library administrator), and Sally Dittman.

Diner’s coupon booklet available
The Sun City Center Kiwanis Club is offering their 2012/2013 Diner’s 

Coupon booklet for sale starting Monday, April 16 at the Kiosk in the 
Atrium Community Association. Kiwanis 
members will be there from 9 a.m to noon on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday during April 
and May 2012. Tickets will also be available 
from SCC Chamber of Commerce.

This year they have ten excellent restaurants offering discounts. They 
include: Apollo’s Bistro, Beanie’s, Beef O’Brady’s, Bella Cucina,  Copper 
Penny, The Docks, Ozzies Buffet & Grill, Seafood Dive, Shenaniganz, 
and Sunshine Cafe (who just opened). Donate $10 and save up to $50.

The Warrens 
to perform

The Warrens, a musical family 
that has been traveling and per-
forming for over 25 years will 
appear on Sunday, April 15 at 6 
p.m. at First Baptist in Gibsonton. 
They capitalize on old-fashioned 
biblical preaching and ‘family 
style’ southern gospel music, with 
a slight bluegrass influence. They 
sing and preach in an average of 
150 churches a year across the 
U.S.

The family members are:  David 
and Devanie, Rachel, Brent, Ethan, 
and Caleb. They specialize in play-
ing live music on the guitar, bass 
guitar, fiddle, keyboard, banjo, 
dobro, and steel guitar, along with 
their singing.

Gas pumping 
assistance now 
available

Disabled drivers officially get 
some assistance at the pump 
in Hillsborough County, as the 
County Gas Ordinance goes live 
on April 1.

While County Ordinance 11-23, 
Gas Pumping Assistance For 
Persons With Disabilities, went 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2012, enforce-
ment was delayed 90 days to allow 
gas station owners the time neces-
sary to comply as appropriate.

The Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) requires gas stations, 
including those offering self-serv-
ice, to provide equal access for 
their customers with disabilities. 
For self-service gas stations, the 
ADA requires gas stations to pro-
vide refueling assistance upon the 
request of a customer with a dis-
ability if there is more than one 
attendant on duty at the station. At 
many gas stations, assistance can 
be received by calling the number 
on the decal at the pump.

Violations of this Ordinance may 
subject the violator to civil penal-
ties or criminal prosecution as a 
misdemeanor, with a fine not to 
exceed $500 or by imprisonment 
for a term not to exceed 60 days, or 
by both. (We will need to be able 
to answer how we will check for 
and enforce violations.).

A copy of County Ordinance 
11-23 can be found online at 
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/liai-
sons/ada/ and click “Gas Pumping 
Assistance for Persons with 
Disabilities Ordinance.”

Caregivers offered 
support 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support 
Group meets from 10 to 11 a.m. 
every first and third Thursday 
of the month at Homewood 
Residence–Personalized Assisted 
Living and Memory Care, 3910 
Galen Ct. (just off Upper Creek 
Drive).

They will provide you with 
the education, information and 
resources you need in a caring, and 
confidential environment. Anna 
Lively, MS, Registered Mental 
Health Counselor, will guide the 
group and answer questions and 
concerns. Light refreshments will 
be served.

For more information, call Bev 
Hurley  at (813) 633-4340 or email 
burley@brookdaleliving.com.

1000 mile trek 
comes to an end

Celebrate Earth Day with 
the Florida Wildlife Corridor 
Expedition at 11:30 a.m on Sunday, 
April 22 at Stephen C. Foster State 
Park, 17515 Highway 177 Fargo, 
GA.

For more information visit http://
www.floridawildlifecorridor.org/
events/earth-day-celebration-
closing-event/.

NEW SHOWROOM
Come visit our...

NEW ADDRESS

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

720 4th St. SW
Ruskin, FL 33570
813-645-3529

www.KnoxAluminum.com
Ken Knox, Contractor • Lic. #RX0057641

• Glass Rooms • Screen Rooms • Screen Fronts • Roof Overs 
• Garage Screens • Pool Enclosures • Carports 
• Vinyl & Acrylic Windows 
• Awnings • House Windows
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

Area Places of Worship

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396 • www.uuofscc.org

Nothing can bring you peace but the triumph of principles.
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Ruskin Foursquare Church
Building Community Thru God’s Love
106 7th Ave. N.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570
N. Blanton (813) 309-3558

Pastor Norman
&

 Sherril Blanton

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Wed. Bible Study

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil ................. 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

Direct Cremation $925

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130
www.zipperersfuneralhome.com

Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County
Family owned and operated since 1979

EXP. 9/30/12

Area Obituaries

Nelladele Henke 
Aldrich

Nelladele Henke Aldrich opened her 
eyes in Heaven on the morning of April 
6, 2012. She was born in Michigan 
City, Indiana on February 22, 1929, to 
Harvey and Pearl Henke. Nell married 
Cleo Todd Aldrich, Jr. on August 12, 
1949.

During their 62 years of marriage, 
Nell and Cleo served as missionaries 
in Bolivia, SA and worked at Gull 
Lake Bible Conference in Michigan.  
Nell earned her degree in Christian 
Education at what is now Cornerstone 
University and then worked as a Pre-
school director and teacher.  After 
retiring, Nell also had the privilege 
of teaching English in China for eight 
weeks. Nell was also instrumental in 
getting the SCC Observer delivered to 
the Community in Kings Point.

An active member of St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church, she enjoyed 
being involved in Bible studies and 
sharing her faith with whomever and 
wherever she could.

Nell is survived by her husband, 
Cleo; sons, Gary (Judy), Geoff (Debra) 
and daughter, Gwen; “Adopted” 
children, Frank and Edith Blaszczak, 
seven grandchildren and eleven great-
grandchildren. She is also survived by 
her brother, Rev. Wilbur Henke (June) 
and preceded in death by her sister, 
Mildred Henke Johnson.

The family requests that memorial 
contributions be made to Gideons Int’l, 
Sun City Camp, PO Box 5462, Sun City 
Center, FL  33573 or LifePath Hospice, 
12973 N Telecom Pkwy, Ste 100, 
Temple Terrace, FL  33637.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, 1239 
Del Webb Blvd. West, Sun City Center, 
FL on Friday, April 13 at 1:00 PM. 

Paul H. Dauerheim
Paul H. Dauerheim, 80, of Sun City 

Center passed away on April 1, 2012. 
A memorial service will be held at 11 
a.m. on April 19 at United Community 
Church, 1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun City 
Center. Services are under the direction 
of Brewer & Sons South Tampa.

Marion Mariece 
Hoefgen

Marion Mariece Hoefgen, Sun City 
Center, Florida, formerly of Springfield, 
Missouri, with a deep religious 
conviction, passed away on March 
22, 2012. She was born on February 
11, 1918 in Osage, Oklahoma. She 
was preceded in death by Nelson G. 
Hoefgen, her husband of 54 years, her 
mother and father, Edna and Clyde 
Stanley, as well as her twin brother, 
Charles M. Stanley. Survivors include a 
daughter, Rebecca S. Bodden of Ruskin, 
Florida; a son, Samuel R. Hoefgen of 
Eureka, Missouri; three grandsons; and 
three great-grandchildren.

Visitation and services were held at 
National Cremation and Burial Society 
( the former Lewer Funeral Home) in 
Ruskin, Florida on Monday, March 
26. Interment will be at White Chapel 
Memorial Gardens in Springfield, 
Missouri.

Bruno A. Ramella
Bruno A. Ramella, 90, of Ruskin, Fla 

passed away April 6, 2012. He served 
in the U.S. Army during World War II 
and retired as a cement mason and 
was a 50 year member of the Cement 
Masons Local # 526 in Pittsburgh, 
PA. He was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus and V.F.W. Post # 7505 
in Mars, PA. Survivors include his wife 
of 65 years, Katherine; a daughter, 
Pamela Bowen; three sons, E. Gregory 
(Sarah) Ramella, Gary (Suzanne) 
Ramella and Stephen (Sunok) Ramella; 
a brother, Frank (Pari) Ramella,12 
grandchildren,10 great grandchildren 
and 3 nieces and nephews. The 
family will receive friends 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 6 to 8 p.m. with a wake service 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 12, 2012 at 
Sun City Center Funeral Home, 1851 
Rickenbacker Drive, Sun City Center, 
Fla. Funeral Mass will be celebrated 11 
a.m. Friday, April 13, 2012 at St Anne 
Catholic Church, 106 11th Avenue, 
N.E., Ruskin, Fla. Memorials may 
be made in Bruno’s name to St Anne 
Catholic Church Building Fund, 106 
11th Avenue, N.E., Ruskin, Fla 33570. 
Arrangements by Sun City Center 
Funeral Home, Sun City Center, Fla.

Thomas D. Williamson
Thomas D. Williamson, 80, of Sun 

City Center passed away April 2, 2012. 
He was born in Niles, Ohio to George 
and Laura Williamson; graduated from 
McKinley High School and retired from 
Republic Steel in Warren, Ohio. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Rae 
Jean.Thomas had 9 brothers and 4 
sisters. He is survived by 2 brothers and 
2 sisters, many nieces, nephews and 
his dog, Truman. A celebration of his life 
took place Saturday, April 7, 2012.

James T. Bortell
James T. Bortell, 70, of Ruskin FL, 

passed away on March 23, 2012. He 
was born on July 2, 1941 in Knox, IN 
to Thornton J. and Lois G. (Teufert) 
Bortell, both deceased. He is survived 
by his wife of 38 years Betty S. Bortell; 
son Jacob T. Bortell of Lithia, FL; 
and stepdaughter, Gina Gonzalez of 
Baytown, TX; and 3 grandchildren. He 
was preceded in death by his Stepson 
Harry L. Humphrey. He was buried 
with his hunting dog Gus in Crownhill 
Cemetery, Knox, IN, on March 29, 
2012.

IN MeMoRIuM
In memory of our beloved son and 
grandson Edward L. Hoskins Jr.

July 3, 1980- April 20, 2010.

Ruskin Aglow to 
meet

Ruskin Aglow will meet at 10 
a.m. on Saturday April 21 at Palm 
Gardens  3850 Upper Creek Dr., 
Sun City Center. The guest speak-
er will be Roberta King from the 
area board.  Come early and enjoy 
coffee and fellowship.  For more 
information call Gloria at  813-
633-9613.

Dueling pianos 
recital at United 
Methodist Church  
 The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, 1210 Del Webb 
Blvd. West, is proud to present the 
Spring 2012 edition of Dueling 
Pianos: a Four and Eight-Hand 
Piano Recital on Sunday, April 15 
at 3 p.m. in the church sanctuary.   
This program features eight-
hand (two players at two pianos) 
arrangements of the Triumphal 
March from Sigurd Jorsalfar by 
Edvard Grieg, works by Bach, 
Mozart, Clementi, and others plus 
popular tunes such as April in Paris 
and Tea for Two. Concert-goers 
are encouraged to arrive early for 
a good seat. A donation of just $5 
is requested at the door.  

For more information call Jeff 
Jordan, Director of Music and 
the Arts, at 813-634-2539 or visit 
website at www.sccumc.com.

Holocaust 
Memorial Service 
planned

A community wide Yom Hashoa 
service will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 19 to remember 
the victims of the Holocaust will 
take place at St. John the Divine 
Episcopal Church, 1015 Del Webb 
Blvd. East. The service will in-
clude prayers, memorial candle 
lighting, and survivor’s stories of 
the Holocaust. Songs representing 
the faith at the time of the Holo-
caust will be sung by a community 
choir led by Chuck Wirick.

As a community participants will 
come together to remember what 
happened to the victims of Hitler, 
and to remember the heroes who 
did not live to tell their stories. 
The community is encouraged to 
attend.
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Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Area Places of Worship

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Saturday

4:00 p.m. ............................. Sanctuary (Casual Service)
5:00 p.m. ................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)

Sunday
8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. .................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)

Bookstore 633-8595 Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Pastor: dr. daniel White

Spiritual Leader

Rev. Sue Meixner
813-362-0806

sue@alterways.com

Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Sun City Center 

Chamber of Commerce
1651 Sun City Center Plaza

Turning problems into lessons, lessons into wisdom and wisdom into freedom.

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday ..................................................................12 noon
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Sound the Shofar 
to meet

Sound the Shofar will meet at 2 
p.m. on April 15 in the South Shore 
Library at 15816 Beth Shields Way 
in Ruskin. Pastor David Jones of 
Ruach Ministries in Brandon will 
continue speaking on the Hebraic 
Roots of the Christian Faith spe-
cifically Shavuot and Pentecost.  

For more information, call Pas-
tor David at 477-1517. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.

Redeemer women 
to meet

The women’s organization of Re-
deemer Lutheran Church (Women 
of the ELCA) will meet at 9:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, April 18 beginning 
with refreshments, followed by a 
presentation on limited vision and 
aids that are available.   A salad 
luncheon will follow the meet-
ing. All Redeemer women guests 
are invited to attend. Redeemer 
Lutheran is located at 701 Valley 
Forge Blvd., Sun City Center. 

For more information, call 813-
634-1292.

Beth Shalom 
Sisterhood to meet

Beth Shalom Sisterhood of Sun 
City Center announces their clos-
ing luncheon and installation of 
officers for 2012-2013, from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1. 
The catering will be provided by 
the Sandpiper Grille. Carol Ogle 
will entertain with her musical tal-
ent. The luncheon will be $12 per 
person. You can call in your reser-
vation, or send your check to Carol 
Balent at 11449 Crestlake Village 
Drive, Riverview,33569.  Pay-
ment must be in by April 23. The 
phone number is 813-8209-7227. 
This is Sisterhood’s last hurrah for 
the season, a great reason to thank 
present and future Officers, and 
enjoy good music and a delicious 
lunch.

Garage sale 
planned

River of Life Christian Center 
is sponsoring a garage sale from 
7 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 
21 at 6605 Krycul Ave. Riverview,  
just off Hwy. 301 and Duncan Rd.  
Proceeds of the sale will go to 
sponsor youth events.

For more information call 813-
645-5681.

Woman’s Seder held at Beth Shalom
What a wonderful time the women and children had at the Woman’s 

Seder held at Congregation Beth Shalom on Sunday, April 1. The seder 
was led by Rabbi Torop. The special Haggadahs which were written for 
woman’s seders were unique. They read the prayers, sang the songs, 
danced, honored the famous Jewish women, and most importantly, had 
a fantastic time.

Ladies of the Congregation Beth Shalom enjoying their 2nd annual 
Woman’s Seder.

Brandon 
Repertoire Chorale 
to perform

The Brandon Repertoire Cho-
rale will be presenting a program 
of choral music at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 17 at St. John the Di-
vine Episcopal Church in Sun City 
Center. This is at the East Campus, 
located at 1015 Del Webb E. There 
will be a free will offering with 
all the proceeds to go to the Youth 
Group at the church so that its 
members may attend such events 
as new beginnings and happyend-
ings, a retreat established for the 
youth of the diocese. There will be 
a buffet dessert after the concert.

The Brandon Repertoire Chorale 
consists of approximately 2 dozen 
men and women from the ages of 
young adults to 70+. They sing a 
wide range of music. The direc-
tor is Debbie Woodfin, a retired 
chorus director at Burns Middle 
School. She is a past member of 
the Master Chorale of Tampa Bay, 
the principal chorus of the Florida 
Orchestra. The pianist is Debby 
Mann. This is an opportunity for 
Sun City Center residents and 
surrounding community residents 
to hear an accomplished choral 
group.

Ethnic pot luck dinner planned
The Fun Brigade of the United Community Church is planning an 

ethnic pot luck at 4 p.m. on April 19 in the Great Hall at 1501 La Jolla 
Ave. What does that mean? Do you have a special or favorite recipe from 
your youth or family tradition? Prepare that dish and bring it to share 
with everyone and some of the family history and background. Be sure 
to label your dish with your name, nationality, and ethnic background 
of the dish. Perhaps this was Sunday dinner at Grandma’s or a favorite 
July 4th side dish or Christmas dessert. Let’s have fun sharing food, 
background and stories. There will also be a  Silent Auction sponsored 
by the college.  For more information, call Paula Lickfeldt at 633-6739 
or Karl Buffington at 634-7062.

Prince of Peace held fashion show
 On Thursday March 29 the Council of Catholic Women (CCW) of 

Prince of Peace Catholic Church held their annual Spring Fashion Show.  
The show “Singing Into Spring” was held at the Community Hall.

CCW President, Marlene Frederick, presented a check for $1000 
to Annette Bullock to help benefit the Food Pantry of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church at the event. The show featured a catered buffet lunch 
with  Barbara Carlini providing music.

After lunch a style show with fashions was presented.  Kimberly Yasin 
narrated the event. Models were Fran Fallon, Prue Minton, Rosemary 
Reilly, Fran Rieves, Sharon Nathan, Aine Paik, Pat Bennis and Karen 
Jean Renzi. Over fifty gifts from local merchants were presented at the 
show. Karen Sochon and Aine Paik were co-chairpersons of the event.

‘Because He Lives’ held at United 
Methodist Church

As a prelude to the annual Easter Sunday Cantata at the United Methodist 
Church of Sun City Center, twenty-five children carrying candlelit 
crosses processed to join the 60-voice Chancel Choir, Bellissima Bell 
Choir, chamber orchestra and organ for a rousing rendition of Gaither’s 
popular resurrection song, Because He Lives. The Easter Cantata was 
the culmination of a full 8 days of Holy Week activities that started with 
a Palm Sunday concert featuring a joint presentation of The Seven Last 
Words of Christ by the choirs of Prince of Peace Catholic Church and 
the UMC Chancel Choir.  On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the Drama 
Team at the church presented three original dramas written and directed 
by parishioner Carol Stewart.  Easter Sunday began with a Sunrise service 
followed by two presentations of the Easter Cantata each of which ended 
with a live butterfly release.  Almost three thousand people attended the 
various presentations and services this past week.

For more information call Jeff Jordan at 813-634-2539 or visit www.
sccumc.com. 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6
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He certainly understands the 
perils of flying commercial these 
days and he appreciates the value 
of our veterans.

Our lives have been hectic of 
late, so for our Easter flight we 
decided to spring for the extra 
fees to secure assigned seats. For 
us it was a little bit of certainty in 
an increasingly uncertain world. 
We arrived at the St. Petersburg-
Clearwater International Airport 
an hour early for our 6 a.m. flight, 
which is normally not a problem 
since that airport is generally not 
a busy place, especially at 5 a.m. 
Well, except for that day, anyway. 
On that day, it was extremely 
busy. There were problems with 
some of the passengers getting 
through security and we were still 
in a long line just to have our ID 
checked when we heard the an-
nouncement that they would soon 
be closing the doors to our flight.

We heard a collective moan 
(and a few muttered threats) from 
our fellow travelers when a TSA 
agent ushered us to the front of 
the line for the ID check. I put our 
shoes, belts, phones, computer 
and small bags through the X-Ray 
while Michelle ran ahead to the 
gate to see if we would make it 
and we did, just barely, despite 
that the groping I had to endure 
took a few extra minutes. I hadn’t 
had a chance to put my shoes 
back on by the time we reached 
the gate and I noticed that, among 
other things, I was still carrying 
Michelle’s purse and belt, along 
with a handful of cell phones.  
I’m reasonably certain things 
were a lot more glamorous in the 
era of the jet set.

We made it onto the plane, fol-
lowed by a few other passengers 
who had also been delayed, only 
to find that our seats — the seats 
we had purchased weeks ago — 
had already been taken. It didn’t 
matter in the least that we had 
already checked in for the flight 
at the ticket desk an hour ago. A 
very nice flight attendant took 
pity on us and started asking other 
single passengers if they would 
consider moving so Michelle and 
I could sit together. Every pas-
senger she asked said “No”, every 
single one. 

In the hundreds of thousands 
of miles that I’ve flown since the 

Observations
Continued from page 9 ■

naive dreams of my childhood, I 
have been asked to move to allow 
family members to sit together 
on a handful of occasions. I’ve 
always agreed to do it, despite 
that it has always meant losing 
my aisle seat and being stuffed 
into a middle seat — usually next 
to a cougher or a sneezer (some-
how things always just work that 
way). Still, in our case, all the 
flight attendant was asking was 
for someone in one aisle seat to 
move to another aisle seat, yet she 
was refused. It’s getting to be a 
cold world.

Despite sitting a few rows apart 
while people who definitely did 
not pay for them occupied our 
reserved seats, Michelle and I 
were still able to communicate 
enough to swear off ever flying 
that airline again. What’s next?  A 
shoe fee?  A fee to wear a jacket?  
A restroom fee?  The fees are in-
sidious and the rules are strict and 
unyielding. Break one, or even 
bend one just a little, and pay big 
seems to be the philosophy.

Later, when they were offering 
beverages and snacks for sale, I 
sincerely thanked the flight at-
tendant for unsuccessfully trying 
to make arrangements so Michelle 
and I could sit together. She 
smiled and gave me a beverage 
at no charge. What it boils down 
to is that the highly paid CEO of 
this airline has done everything 
imaginable to ensure that I will 
never, ever spend a single red cent 
to fly on this airline again, but an 
underpaid flight attendant man-
aged to appease my increasingly 
dim view of the airline with an act 
of kindness and understanding. 

It does make me wonder just 
who is more valuable for that 
company: the CEO or the flight 
attendant.  I know what the 
answer is — it’s too bad the CEO 
doesn’t. I’m thinking it’s not very 
likely he’ll share some of his 
salary or bonuses with her. That’s 
too bad, too, because she had 
earned it. 

Flying today isn’t anything 
like the dreams of my childhood, 
unfortunately. I wish that some-
how a modicum of romance and 
adventure could be returned to 
it, but I’m fairly certain a CEO 
would manage to find a way to 
charge a fee for that, too. 

The romance long gone, “packed into a cattle car” is a good way 
to describe today’s flying experience.  Remarkably, a simple act of 
kindness from a nice flight attendant can really have a positive im-
pact.  

Mitch traphagen photo

Hillsborough County Commission-
ers heard the results of an audit of the 
County’s Health Care Plan at their 
regularly-scheduled Board meeting 
Wednesday and an action plan from 
staff to streamline and improve the 
Plan’s client eligibility review. Com-
missioner Sandra Murman called for 
the  audit last year.

The evaluation of the Hillsbor-
ough County Health Care Plan (Plan) 
showed some current members no 
longer qualify, and by moving these 
members to other programs where 
they do qualify, new eligible individu-
als could be added. A random sam-
pling of 380 Health Care Plan mem-
bers found that 18% were no longer 
eligible and another 18% need better 
documentation to demonstrate their 
eligibility.

The County is implementing a 
number of changes in response to the 
findings. The new approach features a 
restructuring of duties to form a health 
care team dedicated solely to conduct-
ing reviews of applicants’ eligibility. 
This new team recently received ad-
vanced training on eligibility screen-
ing, enrollment practices, and the 
new data-gathering technology, as it 
has the potential to verify a person’s 
eligibility for other social service pro-
grams and county-wide services.

Though Plan participants are re-
viewed every six months, past enroll-
ment practices included using an older 
applicant verification system. In addi-
tion, social workers were multi-task-
ing with each  applicant to test their 
eligibility for many different types 
of social serv ices, each with different 

County to improve its health care plan
eligibility requirements.

Hillsborough County will begin an 
immediate eligibility review of the 
approximate 14,000 Plan members 
using the new data-gathering technol-
ogy. Should any Plan member be de-
termined to no longer meet the Plan’s 
eligibility criteria, they will be noti-
fied and transitioned to other commu-
nity resources in a responsible manner 
and timeframe.

The Hillsborough County Health 
Care Plan is funded by a ½¢ sales tax. 
To be eligible, applicants must be a 
legal U.S. and Hillsborough County 
resident; have income at or below 
100% of the federal poverty level; 
have assets within established guide-
lines; not be eligible for other health 
care coverage; and not be in violation 
of the “three strikes policy.”
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HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Sun City Dental Center

The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for 
payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other 

service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of  and within 72 hours of  responding to the 
advertisement for the free service, examination or treatment. Senior Citizen discount does not apply.

*Actual Fee May Vary Depending Upon Degree of Complexity in a Given Case
** Time to process denture cases may change due to complexity/ type of  case 

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

633-2636
General Dentist

727 Cortaro Drive
(Two doors down from AAA)

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed for Lunch 1-2 p.m.

Thomas A. DeVol,
D.D.S., P.A.

Practicing Dentistry
for 26 years

Chuck Fredericks,
Lab Technician,

41 years experience

Our Own In-House Denture Lab
• OUR LAB TECH HAS 41+ YEARS 

OF EXPERIENCE

• SAME DAY RELINES AND REPAIRS

• NEW DENTURES AND PARTIALS

• FILLINGS, CROWNS AND BRIDGES

• FOCUSED ON ECONOMICAL 
TREATMENT CHOICES

• YOUR UPPER AND LOWER FULL  
DENTURES MADE IN JUST ONE WEEK**

New Patients and Emergencies Are 
Always Welcome

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION
OR 2nd OPINION
with patient bringing current x-ray. 

0140. Limit one per patient.
Exp. 4/30/12

NEW PATIENTS

FULL MOUTH
SERIES OF

X-RAYS & EXAM
for $95

and receive a $100 credit toward
your acount for future treatment.

Exp. 4/30/12

 0210 0110

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 5/17/12

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

813.685.2939

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

The Florida Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Services 
 Florida Forest Service offered 
five tips to help Floridians protect 
themselves against the dangers of 
wildfire. Wildfire Awareness Week, 
which recognizes the wildfires that 
raged through Florida in 1998, 
burning more than 500,000 acres 
and damaging or destroying 337 
homes and other structures, will be 
held April 8 through14.

“Florida is unique in that it expe-
riences a year-round wildfire sea-
son, with heightened wildfire activ-
ity during the spring months,” said 
Agriculture Commissioner Adam 
Putnam. “Although we may receive 
 sporadic rain, extended drought 
conditions are forecasted to persist 
throughout spring and into summer. 
Over the coming weeks and months, 
it is likely that Florida will experi-
ence very high to extreme wildfire 
danger due to these dry conditions. 
It is critical for Floridians to take 
steps to ensure their own safety.”

The department’s Florida Forest 
Service manages more than one 
 million acres of public forest land 
and protects over 26 million acres 
of homes, forestland and natural re-

Protecting your home during wildfire season
sources from the devastating effects 
of wildfire.

Since January 1, more than 1,100 
wildfires have burned nearly 20,000 
acres in Florida. Most of these fires 
were caused by human careless-
ness. To prevent wildfires, follow 
these five simple steps:

1. Check with local authorities 
for any temporary restrictions on 
 burning yard waste

2. Contain fires to an eight-foot 
diameter pile or non-combustible 
 barrel at least 25 feet from forests, 
25 feet from homes, 50 feet from 
paved public roads and 150 feet 
from other occupied buildings

3. Do not burn on windy days 
or when the humidity is below 30 
 percent

4. Never leave a fire unattended 
and make sure it is completely out 
before leaving

5. Keep a shovel and water hose 
handy in case a small fire escapes 
containment

In addition to the tips listed 
above, Floridians should also report 
any suspicious fires or fire activity 
to 911 or their local Florida Forest 
 Service office.

In 2011, the Florida Forest Ser-

vice responded to more than 4,700 
wildfires that burned over 220,000 
acres, a 32 percent increase from 
the previous year. Firefighters 
saved more than 1,100 homes and 
business in Florida.

For statewide wildfire updates 
and additional wildfire information, 
visit www.floridaforestservice.com 
or follow the department’s Florida 
Forest Service on Facebook or 
Twitter.

For more information about the 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, visit. www.
FreshFromFlorida.com or follow 
Commissioner Putnam on Face-
book or Twitter.

Florida Blueberry Cobbler
Filling   
1 stick butter
1 teaspoon lemon juice
4 cups  fresh blueberries, rinsed and drain
1 cup sugar
Topping   
1 cup self-rising flour
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla flavoring
1/2 cup milk
Filling: Preheat oven to 375º F. Place the butter in an 8x8-inch square 

glass baking dish (no substitutes), and melt the butter in the microwave. 
In a mixing bowl, combine lemon juice and blueberries. Add the sugar 
and mix well. Add the blueberry mixture to the baking dish with the 
melted butter. Do not stir.

Topping: Combine all of the topping ingredients in a small bowl. Pour 
this mixture over the blueberries and bake 45 minutes, or until brown.

Serve with fresh whipped cream or vanilla ice cream.

Blueberry-Lemon Corn Muffins
paper muffin cup liners
1/2 stick (1/4 cup) unsalted butter
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 cup yellow cornmeal
1/2 cup plus 1 tablespoon sugar
1 tablespoon freshly grated 
   lemon zest
1/2 cup whole milk
2 large egg yolks
1/2 cup blueberries
Preheat oven to 375º F and line six 1/3-cup muffin cups with paper 

liners. Melt butter and cool. Into a large bowl sift together flour and 
baking powder and whisk in cornmeal, 1/2 cup sugar, lemon zest, and a 
generous pinch salt. In a bowl whisk together melted butter, milk, and 
yolks and add to flour mixture with half of blueberries, gently stirring 
until just combined. Divide batter evenly among cups (batter will fill 
cups) and press remaining blueberries into tops of muffins. Sprinkle 
tops of muffins evenly with remaining tablespoon sugar. Bake muffins 
in middle of oven about 15 minutes, or until tops are golden and a tester 
comes out clean. Remove muffins from cups and cool on a rack.

FLORIDA DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE
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ATTENTION Contractors:
Check out our selection of tools & supplies

www.TampaCrossties.com

• Gravel
• Washed Shell
• Pine Bark
• Mulch
• Lava Rock
• Lawn Furniture

Need Landscaping Advice?
Speak with one of our Professionals!

42” Round Table Set
Variety of 
Concrete 
Outdoor

Furniture & 
Accessories

Resurface your 
deck at a fraction 

of the price of 
replacement

Bulk Mulch & 
Rock

Mon.-Fri. 
8-5:00

Sat. 8-2

 S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75 813-641-0090

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

NEW

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

• Tools
• Boulders
• Bagged 

Material
• Concrete 

Parking Stops

All bagged mulch 5 for $10

All bagged Rock and Gravel 

4 for $12 Expires 4/14/12

Finally, answers to your Medicaid questions.
Free Medicaid Information Seminar

South Shore Regional Library
15816 Beth Shields Way
Ruskin, Florida
(off 19th Avenue NE)

FLMedicaid.com

nursing home costs.

life and still obtain long-term nursing care.

Special Interest in:

Hospital Privileges at:

 RIVERVIEW SUN CITY CENTER
 13142 Elk Mountain Dr. 819 Cypress Village Blvd.
 Riverview, FL 33579 Ruskin, FL 33573

 813-672-8440 813-634-5858
We Accept Most Insurances

 Satya Gullapalli, M.D. Cecil Sue-Wah-Sing, M.D. Jocelyn Bueno, M.D.

PRIME CARE OF TAMPA BAY
Where You ALWAYS See a Doctor

Caring for you at our Sun City Center 
location since 2005

We care for you in our offices, 
hospitals & nursing facilities

ACCEPTING NEW 
PATIENTS

Curves of Ruskin has now got it 
all - diet, exercise and motivation 
- and they’re offering a free week 
trial!

Losing weight isn’t easy. It 
takes real commitment to make 
the necessary changes to diet, ex-
ercise and lifestyle. And, for most 
people, it takes a plan. That’s why 
Curves, the fitness franchise de-
signed exclusively for women, 
has developed Curves Complete, a 
simple, easy-to-follow weight-loss 
plan that combines the three keys 
to taking off weight and keeping it 
off: diet, exercise and motivation.

Curves is the only place you can 
get all three, and Curves of Ruskin 
wants you to try it FREE for one 
week.

The Curves Complete program 
is designed to help dieters lose up 
to 20 pounds and 20 inches in just 
90 days. 

Research shows that up to 95% 
of dieters regain their lost weight, 
and then some. To lose weight and 
keep it off, you need three secret 
weapons:

Diet: Weekly personalized diet 
plans and shopping lists created 
through the Curves Complete 
website. These tools help dieters 
enjoy the convenience and portion 
control of expensive mail-order 
diet food programs while shopping 
at their own grocery stores - and 
for a fraction of the cost! The plan 
even offers a convenient new Heat 
& Eat option so that dieters can in-

clude healthy frozen food choices 
like Lean Cuisine® and Healthy 
Choice® in their diet plans.

Exercise: Workouts at Curves of 
Ruskin that combine metabolism-
boosting cardio with strength-
training and stretching while 
providing a continually more chal-
lenging workout experience as fit-
ness improves.

Motivation: Daily motivational 
videos produced through a partner-
ship with the renowned Cleveland 
Clinic that offer advice and strat-
egies from a panel of experts to 
help you make healthy choices and 
keep the weight off. Plus, one-on-
one time with your personal coach 
each week to support, encourage 
and motivate.

“Personal coaching is the heart 
of the program,” said Yvonne Sar-
gent, Curves manager. “All Curves 
Complete participants receive a 
Health Assessment and a 15-min-
ute, personalized, weekly coach-
ing session with a certified Curves 
Coach that includes a weigh-in, 
progress assessment, goal review 
and monthly body measurements 
to track results. That extra account-
ability is very motivating, and the 
coaches help you develop simple, 
practical strategies for getting and 
staying on track.”

For more information about 
Curves Complete and Curves of 
Ruskin’s free trial week offer, call 
(813) 633-9771. For more infor-
mation, visit www.curves.com.

Curves® of Ruskin offers 
diet, exercise, motivation

Florida Snapper Caribe
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 1/2 cups white onions, thinly sliced
2 tablespoons garlic, minced
4 cups plum tomatoes, seeded and chopped
1/2 cup yellow bell pepper, chopped
1 1/2 cups dry white wine
2/3 cup green olives, sliced
1/4 cup capers, drained
1/8 teaspoon red pepper flakes
4  6-ounce snapper fillets
2 tablespoons butter
1/4 cup fresh cilantro, chopped
In a large sauté pan, heat olive oil over medium heat. Add onions and 

sauté until soft. Stir in garlic; sauté 1 minute. Add tomatoes and yellow 
pepper; cook until softened. Stir in wine, olives, capers, and red pepper 
flakes and bring to a simmer. Place fillets into sauce; cover pan and 
gently simmer for 10 to 12 minutes until fish flakes easily with a fork. 
Transfer fillets to a serving plate and keep warm. Add butter to sauce and 
simmer until thickened. Stir cilantro into sauce and serve over fillets.

Yield: 4 servings

florida dept. of agriculture recipe

FLORIDA RECIPE

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more



NOW FIND OUT WHY!!

813-990-0335
$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$

OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT
Continue to set the standards in our community for the following:

Award Winning SERVICE and

THE ONLY COMPANY with a 5 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY 
without hidden charges

2009 2010

3 Years in a row! 

Where Family 

Values Matter

FREE THE PREFERRED HEARING 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER FOR 

NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFIED

DON’T BE FOOLED BY INFERIOR 
TECHNOLOGY

(Lowest price in the U.S.)

ITC
70%
OFF

2009 2010
2011

Member of
®

CARDS

Call Now!
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

OK, OK we admit it! 
We’ve been voted The Best!

(in Office Depot Plaza)

SUN CITY CENTER II SARASOTA III

(across from McDonald’s)

Cortez Road W.

1
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.

Office Depot Plaza

Cortez 
Plaza

ARMAND’S

Be
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Bee Ridge Road

ARMAND’S

McDonald’sTo US 41 To I-75
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 D
r. In Payant Financial Plaza

(Big yellow building 
between the Chamber of 
Commerce and Sun City 
Center Blvd.)

Sun City Center Blvd. Sun City Center Blvd.

Payant Financial Plaza

Post Office

Ch
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be
r

of
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ARMAND’S

THIS WEEK ONLY!!
MONDAY, April 16th - FRIDAY, April 20th 

50-75% OFF MSRP!

$59850
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Andi’s
Big Day

Mitch traphagen photosAndi with Michelle after her graduation from obedience school.

And with her graduation present.  It lasted all of three days before it was destroyed -- a new record, 
perhaps.

Stray animals are a 
heartbreaking and unnecessary 
problem in South Hillsborough.

By  ■ Mitch traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

She arrived at our house 
as a frighteningly skinny 
puppy, but certainly not 

all that frightened. She had (and 
still has) an annoying habit of 
greeting people by jumping up 
to smash noses with whatever 
unlucky individual happens to 
even slightly bend over in her 
presence. Even with all of her 
bones clearly visible through her 
thin coat of fur, she bounded about 
as a happy puppy without a care in 
the world. I guess she had reason 
to be — from her perspective, she 
had found a home.

Within a week or so of her 
arrival, my wife found her a real 
home — “real” meaning not our 
home already overflowing with 
three dogs. Michelle dropped her 
off with the adoptive mother and 
drove home thinking all worked 
out well. But the next morning, 
the adoptive mother called 
asking us to take the dog back. 
“She cried all night and is still 
crying,” the woman said. Ruskin’s 
CARE animal shelter was full so 
Michelle brought her back home 
and we named her Andi. She 
didn’t cry again, unless we made 
the mistake of trying to take her 
somewhere in the car without the 
other dogs. She learned her lesson 
from the first time.

When she showed up back in 
2006, we lived in a part of town 
we later found out was considered 
an animal dumping ground. We 
had been told that some snowbirds 
enjoyed having a pet for the 
winter but would not take them 
back to their homes in the north. 
Thus, when it was time to head 
for home in the spring, they would 
drive down to the country road 
near our house and let the winter 
pets go. If there really are people 
who do such things, I have a 
feeling they’ll find out that hell is 
a completely dog-less place. But 
whatever her circumstances were 
prior to meeting us, Andi was 
determined that our home would 
be hers. 

Andi is insane. Of course, 
there are numerous definitions of 
insanity and hers would surely 
be a fringe definition. She has 
boundless energy, seems eternally 
happy, and can’t stand to see 
another dog get some attention 
without barging in and forcing 
some attention on herself. It 
doesn’t matter that she’s the 
smallest dog in our house, in her 
mind she’s the biggest of them all. 
When treats are passed out, we’ve 
learned to give Andi two while the 
rest of the dogs get one. Having 
two will sometimes dissuade Andi 
from cheerfully, yet earnestly, 
taking the treats away from the 
other dogs. 

It seems the other dogs have 

resigned themselves to it, too. 
Sammy, the biggest dog, will at 
most let out a whiny little yelp 
when she takes his treat away. 
But he knows that attempting to 
keep it is futile. Andi is cheerfully 
relentless. I’m certain her biggest 
wish is that she had pockets so she 
could safely stuff away and keep 
all of the dog treats.

We researched her breed on 
the web and one person with 
experience with her type of dog 
strongly recommended that 
she be given a job within the 
household. Having a job would 
help her to deal with her energy 
level and obnoxious assertiveness. 
Unfortunately, I am reasonably 
certain the only job Andi would 
want would involve a badge and, 
quite possibly, a gun. I have a 
feeling that Andi would love 
nothing more than to arrest people 
and dogs at will — sometimes for 
thinking they should have a treat 
all to themselves, sometimes just 
for the fun of it.

After nearly six years of 
unbounded energy and seemingly 
endless happiness (that sometimes 
directly corresponded with the 
unhappiness of our other dogs), 
Michelle decided that it was time 
for Andi to go to school. She 
signed up for an obedience course 
in Brandon and painfully loaded 
Andi up into the car without 
the other dogs. Andi, of course, 
cried and shivered convulsively 
for the entire trip but magically 
transformed herself into a 
perfect angel dog once inside the 
canine classroom. The instructor 
commented on how well behaved 
she was and the human parents 
of the other dogs in the class 
applauded her good work during 
the lessons. 

Week after week, the same 
scenario played out, with Andi 
celebrating her joy at actually 
being allowed to return to our 
home by attempting to leap six 
feet into the air to nose-smash me 
once back inside the house. And 
then the day came for her final 
tests and possible graduation from 
obedience school. Andi was nearly 
flawless on the tests that included 
everything from leaping through 
a hoop to walking past a treat 
purposely left on the floor (she 
was tempted, but she resisted). 
I’m sure that she was the best dog 
in the class. Of course, most of the 
class was made up of impetuous 
puppies that cared far more about 
treats and adventure than they did 
about a diploma.

Andi cared about the diploma. 
She posed courteously with the 
little mortarboard on her head 
as the instructor took her photo. 
Later in the pet store, she picked 
out a toy — a stuffed pink gorilla 
— as a graduation present and was 
so careful with it that it lasted for 

nearly three days before it was 
completely destroyed. In those 
three days, she was never seen 
without it — if she was awake, 
it was in her mouth while her 
tail wagged happily; if she was 
napping, she would be curled up 
with it.

There are more advanced 
obedience classes available and 
I think Andi would like to take 
them. Who knows, maybe after 
the next one she’ll get a badge. 

Stray dogs and cats are an 
unnecessary problem in South 
Hillsborough and almost all of 
them would, like Andi, prefer to 
nap on a couch than on the street.  
Shelters such as CARE are often 
filled to capacity.  For pet owners, 
the responsibility begins with 
spaying or neutering your animals.  
In the Tampa Bay area, there are 
several no or low cost programs to 
help.  For more information, visit 
www.aspca.org.

For those looking for the 
best and most sincere form of 
companionship, visit CARE at 
www.careshelter.org or call 813-
645-CARE (2273).  You won’t 
find Andi there but certainly a dog 
or cat is waiting to fill your heart.  
Treats (and diplomas and badges) 
are always good, but a formerly 
stray dog or cat will be happy to 
just be in the same room as you.

Andi listens intently before class begins.  A stray that just wandered 
into our lives as a skinny puppy, she has certainly made things more 
interesting for us.
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East Bay athlete 
signs full-ride 
scholarship to HCC
East Bay High School baseball star 
Emmanuel Rodriguez signed a full-
ride scholarship with Hillsborough 
Community College on March 29. 
Rodriguez is the only East Bay 
athlete to sign a scholarship this 
year. “I wanted to go there, it is a 
good opportunity for me,” he said 
after signing the scholarship papers 
with a room full of family, friends, 
coaches (both current and future) 
and teachers looking on. With the 
exception of playing baseball, 
Rodriguez is still open on his plans 
for his course of collegiate study.

Mitch traphagen photos

‘Made in America’ concert planned
The community is invited to a spring concert presented by the 

Eastern Hillsborough Community Band at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 26 at the United Methodist Church of Sun City Center, 1210 
Del Webb Blvd. West. The band will perform music by Ameri-
can composers and arrangers during the concert, titled Made in 
America.

The event is $5 at the door and open to the public. Reserva-
tions are not required. For more information call (813) 569-1771 
or email info@ehcb or visit www.ehcb.org.

Free meal and giveaways provided
to all attendees. To register for the

seminars, call 1-888-685-1595.  

Treatments for 
Knee Arthritis
Presented by 
Dr. Robert Maddalon, 
Orthopedic Surgeon
If you are su�ering from 
knee pain, come learn if 

knee arthritis is the cause and �nd out what 
you can do about it.

April 17th, 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
South Bay Hospital Medical Auditorium
1901 Haverford Plaza, Suite 106, Sun City Center. 
(Behind South Bay Hospital)

The Latest in Joint 
Replacement
Presented by 
Dr. John Okun, 
Orthopedic Surgeon
As we age, it is common to 
su�er from joint pain. 

Learn about the latest in surgical interventions 
and treatment options.

April 27th, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
South Bay Hospital Medical Auditorium
1901 Haverford Plaza, Suite 106, Sun City Center. 
(Behind South Bay Hospital)

News Releases ............Thursdays at 4 p.m.
Display ads ...................Fridays at 11 a.m.
Classified ads ..................Fridays at 4 p.m.

Questions? Call: 813-645-3111
or visit www.ObserverNews.net
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Is Sedation Dentistry  
for you?

Learn how Sedation Dentistry is helping patients with the following:

Don’t Miss Our FREE Seminar on Mini Implants, and Sedation Dentistry

Friday, April 13th • 1:00 p.m. 
Do you fear the dentist, but need 

dental work?

Seating is Limited.
Please Call For Reservations

813-634-3396

Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga

Visit our website:

www.suncitycenterdental.com
for more information

LOOSE DENTURES?
Learn about the amazing new

MINI DENTAL IMPLANT SYSTEM

This is a one-step dental procedure  
that involves minimally invasive  
surgery, no sutures,  
nor the typical  
months of healing.

Cypress Creek Elementary Terrific Kids selected
Sponsored by Sun City Kiwanis the Cypress Creek Elementary Terrific Kids for March 2012 are: 
Samuel Alcantara, Willie Humphrey, Kyler Bowling, Dalton Worthington, William Chu-Crider, Se-
renity Burns, Alma Castillo, Adriana Orta, Diosmary Barreiro Alpizar, Jaiden Clinkscales, Ayelen 
Penayo, Vellenia Peña, Orlando Campos, Maycon DeLeon-Diaz, Abel Ayala, Neviah Black, Ian Gar-
cia, Chloe Nguyen, Jocelyn Reducindo, Landen Walker, Jaylen Bocanegra, Fernando Perez, Bran-
don Dillon, Alara Rimes, Julieta Rodriguez, Marleni Perez- Vasquez, Jacquelinn Arellano-Castro, 
Katie O’Dell, Keyanna Joseph, Rosaura Diaz-Hower, Jovaughn Quirino, Anthony Rampersad, Ash-
ley Agustin, Shamiya Humphrey, Kylie McCumber, Payton Stefero, Kristen Elliott, Angel Lopez, 
Jose Guzman, Elizabeth Cormey, Jennifer Pazanski, Alicia Vasquez, Valerie Flores, Fatima Guia, 
Anna Solis, Allen Chen, Breanna Zager, Nicole Zamarripa-Teran, Larissa Sanchez, Krystal Elizarra-
ras, Jerimiah Marlow, Jacob Spradlin, Aislynn Newell, Melanye Magana, Monique Crummer, Kelany 
Cruz, Joshua Vega, Aaron Peña, Giana Graham, Allison Hudson, Abigail Witte, Bryan Timothee, 
Leenna Shannon, Corbin Smith.

Area poet featured 
at Southshore 
Library

Award-winning poet John Foster 
of Sun City Center has been in-
vited by the Southshore Regional 
Library to celebrate National Po-
etry Month with a presentation at 2 
p.m. on April 12 in the Communi-
ty Room. Through the medium of 
PowerPoint, the poet will share his 
work in a program entitled “Pat-
terns in Poetry.” The audio-visual 
presentation will feature exam-
ples of more than a dozen popu-
lar forms of poetry.  Unlike most 
readings, this event will allow lis-
teners  to view Foster’s poems and 
hear them simultaneously. Admis-
sion is free. 

Known for his instructive and 
entertaining programs, John Foster 
has given workshops and readings  
throughout west central Florida.   
His poetry, which has been fea-
tured in newspapers, magazines 
and professional journals, has won 
awards at both state and national 
levels.  He is currently at work on 
a fourth collection of poems.   

Democratic Club 
to meet

The South Shore Democratic 
Club will meet at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 12 at the South Shore 
Regional Library, 15816 Beth 
Shields Way in Ruskin.

The featured speaker is Barbara 
Zdravecky, President and CEO of 
Planned Parenthood of Southwest 
and Central Florida. Her topic will 
be “Women are Watching: An Up-
date on Women’s Health Care.” 

Coffee and refreshments will be 
served at 1 p.m.; the meeting will 
begin at 1:30 p.m.

Pancake Brunch
The Sun City Shrine Club are 

hosting a pancake brunch benefit 
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, April 15 at the South Com-
munity Hall on S. Pebble Beach 
Blvd., Sun City Center. Tickets are 
$5 and will be sold at the door. The 
payments are not tax deductible or 
charitable contributions.

Celebrate life
LifeLink of Florida® invites the 

community to Link Hands for Life 
on Saturday, April 14 in Centro 
Ybor. Free food, crafts for chil-
dren and adults, face painting and 
more will be available from 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m., and the main event, 
where transplants recipients, fam-
ily members of organ donors and 
the community will be encouraged 

to link hands in celebration of or-
gan and tissue donation, will occur 
between noon and 12:30 p.m. Free 
tshirts will be given out on a first 
come first served basis until they 
are gone. 

Also, The Casey Connection, a 
short documentary detailing the un-
expected connection between two 
families after organ donation and 

transplantation, will show at Cen-
tro Ybor Muvico at 12:30 p.m., 2 
p.m., 3 p.m., 4 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 
p.m. and admission will be free.

For more information call Life-
Link® at 813-253-2640.

LifeLink of Florida is a non-prof-
it community service organization 
dedicated to the recovery of organs 
and tissues for transplantation.

Performer announces gigs
Local musician Randy McNee-

ley and his band invite the public 
to Mango Jo’s, 2626 College Ave., 
Ruskin, at 9 p.m. any Wednesday 
during April. For more informa-
tion call 813-516-3424 or email 
randymcneely20@yahoo.com.

Spring Fest 
showcases the 
best of Riverview!

The Greater Riverview Cham-
ber of Commerce will hold its 4th 
Annual Community Festival. This 
year’s event will take place from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 
14 at Riverview High School, 
11311 Boyette Road in Riverview.

This year’s Spring Fest will in-
clude a High Rollers car show, a 
kids’ play area with inflatables, 
games, face painting, pony rides 
and much more! There will be a 
variety of food vendors, live mu-
sic, martial arts and dance per-
formances, singing by local high 
school performers as well as mer-
chandise vendors. Spirit FM 90.5 
will also be onsite. There will be 
something for everyone!

There is no charge for parking 
and admission is free. Make a dif-
ference by attending and showing 
your support of your community! 
For more information, call the 
Riverview Chamber office (813) 
234-5944 or visit www.Riverview-
Chamber.com.
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902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza   

Missing?

We offer technologically advanced lens implants for cataract surgery 
patients, including Crystalens®, ReSTOR® and Toric™ which can 
improve vision near, far and in between!

Call 813-633-3065 for a consultation with Dr. Jeffrey Davis
to find out which lens implant is right for YOU!

Ask us how Lifestyle Lens Implants are helping many 
people enjoy clearer vision.

Don’t let cataracts hinder your lifestyle.

Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

Fellowship-trained Cornea 
Specialist, Lasik and 

Cataract Surgeon
YourEyeDoctors.com

What  are 
youMissing?

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic

PET TIP: 

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 

Weichert, Realtors® 
Southshore changes 

locations
Weichert, Realtors® - SouthShore has an-

nounced that the company’s new address 
at 6160 North U.S. Highway 41 in Apollo 
Beach is easily accessible. The new loca-
tion  makes the office more geographically 
convenient for realtors and clients alike, 
plus additional amenities include expanded 
parking.

“Everything about our new location says 
‘welcome to our up-to-date, client-friendly 
office,’” said Broker/Owner Colin Howgill.  

The company became a Weichert fran-
chise in July, 2004, and has established it-
self firmly as a reliable source for buyers 
and sellers in the marketplace.  Its agents 
consistently win recognition for outstand-
ing achievement, both locally and from the 
Weichert® franchise network’s national of-
fice.  The agency itself earned a Weichert 
Silver Scoop award for outstanding public 
relations efforts in the community.  

Weichert, Realtors® - SouthShore’s tele-
phone number remains the same, 813-649-
1002 and the Web address is www.wrsouth-
shore.com.    

Copper Bell 
celebrates second 

location
On Thursday, March 15 the Copper Bell 

Cafe hosted a Greater Riverview Chamber 
of Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

to celebrate the grand opening of their 2nd 
location located at 11228 Boyette Road, 
Riverview, Florida. This award winning 

restaurant offers a great, casual dining 
atmosphere with quality homemade food 

for breakfast, lunch and catering. A private 
party room is also available for special 

occasions or business meetings. For more 
information, visit the Copper Bell Café’s 
website www.copperbellcafe.com or call 

(813) 671-1100 or email copperbellcafe@
verizon.net.

Chamber members turned out for the ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the grand 
opening of the Copper Bell’s 2nd location.

Riverview Plumbing, 
LLC. opens

On Monday, March 19 Riverview 
Plumbing, LLC. hosted a Greater 

Riverview Chamber of Commerce Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony to celebrate their grand 

opening. A fully licensed and bonded 
plumbing company, Riverview Plumbing, 
LLC, services all of Hillsborough County. 
Owner, Randy Ramos, holds one guiding 

principle which is to treat the customer 
with honesty and respect while providing 

the absolute best service possible. To 
see a listing of services provided, visit 

www.riverviewplumbingllc.com or 
call (813) 671-0557 or email randy@

riverviewplumbingllc.com. Ribbon cutting ceremony for Riverview Plumbing, LLC.

BUSINESS NEWS

Does your business 
have news to share?

Let customers know when you have some-
thing to brag about or a positive change in 
your way of doing business. The Observer 
News wants to help local business owners 
by delivering your information to a captive 
audience in South County. For information 
on advertising or sharing your news, con-
tact us at 813-645-3111.
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1. Lifetime Warranty on New Hondas
2. 10 Year/100K Warranty on Pre-Owned
3. Breakdown Coverage on Pre-Owned
4. Risk-Free Price Protection

5. 3-Day Exchange Policy
6. Service Rewards Program
7. Car Wash With Service 
8. First-Year Maintenance

Every new and pre-owned vehicle at Brandon Honda comes with the Brandon Honda
Promise. Listed below are the eight benefits you will receive at no additional charge. 

$99 PER
MONTH
LEASE

BUY WITH:



N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A

CIVIC LX AUTO

$0 DOWN$0 DOWN


AND GET:

0% FINANCING

$0 DOWN




BUY WITH:

AND
GET:

N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A
FIT AUTO

$0 DOWN




BUY WITH:

AND
GET: 0% FINANCING

$199 PER
MONTH
LEASE

N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A
ODYSSEY LX AUTO

$0 DOWN




BUY WITH:

OR

AND
GET: 0% FINANCING



$149 PER
MONTH
LEASE

OR



$139 PER
MONTH
LEASE

OR



$259 PER
MONTH
LEASE

OR



$199 PER
MONTH
LEASE

OR



$249 PER
MONTH
LEASE

OR



$0 DOWN




BUY WITH:

AND
GET:

$0 DOWN




BUY WITH:

AND
GET:

N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A
ACCORD LX AUTO

$0 DOWN




BUY WITH:

AND
GET: 0% FINANCING

 Price is plus tax, tag/title, dealer fee and installed dealership options. #2012 Honda Civic LX 24 month lease. 2012 Honda Accord, Fit, CR-V, Pilot, Odyssey, Crosstour, are 36 month lease. All lease
payments are with $4500.00 total out of pocket cash down. Must have a 710 beacon credit score and approved credit. Payment does not include any dealer installed equipment. †Buy with zero
percent financing for 36 months on select models with approved credit. ̂ Buy with zero down is subject to credit approval. *Based on 2012 EPA mileage estimates. Use for comparison purposes
only. Do not compare to models before 2008. Your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Artwork for illustration purposes
only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. All offers are mutually exclusive. See dealer for complete details. All offers expire 04/30/12. SO 4.1-4.30.

***With the purchase of a Honda non-advertised special. One gas card per purchase. Non- negotiable & non- transferable. See dealership for complete details. 2) 10 Year/100K Warranty on Pre-Owned: Eight model years back or newer with 75,000 miles or less to qualify. Some rare models do not qualify. See dealer for exclusion list.
3) Towing & Travel Breakdown Coverage on Pre-Owned: Good for the balance of your 10YR/100K contract. Towing up to $75 and maximum of $375 per occurrence for food and lodging on a covered item. 4) Risk-Free Price Protection: Based on competitive advertised price for identical vehicle. 5) 3-Day Exchange Policy: Request for
exchange must be in written format and emailed to jmarazzi@brandonhonda.com within 72 hours of completion of paperwork. Dealer has the sole discretion to exchange, replace, repair or cancel transaction.  8) First-Year Maintenance: Get complimentary first two oil changes on all new Hondas and pre-owned vehicles.  11012011.

DRIVING 
DIRECTIONS
Take I75 North to Exit 245. Take the
Adamo Drive East/SR-60 E ramp.
Turn left onto Adamo Drive E/SR-60
E. Brandon Honda is just past Best
Western on the left-hand side at
9209 E Adamo Drive!

***

John Marazzi
Managing Partner

Brandon Honda

N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A
PILOT 2WD EX AUTO

0% FINANCING 0% FINANCING

N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A
CROSSTOUR 2WD EX AUTO

39
MPG



27
MPG

 35
MPG

 31
MPG



34
MPG

 25
MPG

 29
MPG



0% FINANCING

N E W  2 0 1 2  H O N D A
CR-V 2WD LX AUTO

WITH EVERY PURCHASE YOU GET....



6B • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER APRIL 12, 2012

An angler takes a DNA scrape from the outer jaw of a tarpon.

Study reveals new 
information about 
tarpon movement

Gopher tortoises move slowly through 
‘spring training’ of grazing, burrow-digging
Like a baseball player stretching 

muscles and practicing skills 
during spring training, the gopher 
tortoise is emerging from winter 
dormancy and moving slowly and 
steadily through the landscape in 
search of greenery to eat and a new 
place to dig its burrow.

Look for gopher tortoises’ 
distinctive domed brown shells 
and stumpy legs, as these land-
dwellers make their way through 
Florida’s open canopy forests 
and sandy areas. The Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) asks people 
to remember that gopher tortoises 
are good neighbors, so leave them 
and their burrows alone.

“The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
works with, and is grateful to, 
the homeowners, landowners, 
businesses and public agencies 
willing to share their lands 
with gopher tortoises and their 
burrows,” said Deborah Burr, 
the FWC’s gopher tortoise plan 

coordinator. “This state has made 
progress in reversing the decline 
of gopher tortoises by providing 
direction to developers, including 
re-locating tortoises if necessary, 
and help to people interested in 
making room for tortoises.”

Florida’s first Gopher Tortoise 
Management Plan was adopted 
by the FWC in 2007 and is being 
updated this year as scheduled. 
More than 50 individuals and 
stakeholders already have made 
suggestions on improving the 2007 
plan, and proposed draft revisions 
to the plan are available online at 
the GTTAG SharePoint site for 
review and public comment. To 
comment, go to MyFWC.com/
GopherTortoise and click on the 
“Management Plan” link.

Since the Gopher Tortoise 
Management Plan took effect in 
2007, an annual average of 36,000 
acres of gopher tortoise habitat 
has been restored and managed; 
protected tortoise habitat expanded 
by more than 6,500 acres; and 
more than 4,000 gopher tortoises 
were humanely relocated from 
development sites.

“In addition to changes in 
Florida’s economy, the needs of 
the gopher tortoise have changed 
since the plan was first approved 
in 2007,” Burr said. “The proposed 
revisions to the plan include new 
actions that the FWC and our 
partners can implement together to 
improve the status of the species, 
and help secure viable populations 
well into the future.”

She added, “We accepted written 
comments on the first draft of the 
revisions until April 10. There will 
be additional public-comment 
opportunities through July on each 
improved draft of the plan.”

In Florida, it is illegal to harm 
gopher tortoises or their extensive 
burrows, which provide shelter 
to more than 350 other native 
species. Generally, the only time 
people should pick up and move 
a gopher tortoise is to help it get 
across a road. Remember, though, 
not to put the tortoise in your car. 
Do point the tortoise in the same 
direction it was going when you 
picked it up, but never put it in the 
water because it is a land animal.

The best long-term protection 
for this state-threatened species 
is the people who are aware of 
gopher tortoises’ needs and happy 
to share their lawns and lands with 
the tortoise that can live to 40 to 60 
years in the wild.

For more information, please visit 
MyFWC.com/GopherTortoise.

Seven years into the Tarpon 
Genetic Recapture Study, biologists 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
and Mote Marine Laboratory are 
gaining new insights into tarpon 
movement and seasonal habitat 
preferences. With the help of 
anglers participating in the study, 
researchers have confirmed that 
some tarpon move long distances, 
and others stay close to home. 
Biologists have also found evidence 
of a connection between tarpon 
habitats in southwest Florida and 
those of the Florida Keys.

Anglers sampled two tarpon in 
Charlotte Harbor during August 
2010. Both fish were caught the 
following spring in the Florida 
Keys – more than 150 miles away. 
These tarpon were initially sampled 
inshore at the end of a spawning 
season, in close proximity to 
offshore areas in the Gulf where 
spawning is presumed to occur.

Sampling of another tarpon 
showed the fish can travel a similar 
distance in a shorter time. That 
tarpon was caught near Islamorada 
in July 2011, about one month after 
an angler reeled it in during peak 
spawning season near Sarasota.

Researchers can track these 
tarpon thanks to volunteer anglers 
who submit tarpon DNA samples to 
the FWC. When an angler catches 
and samples a tarpon that was 
previously sampled, a recapture 
occurs. Through recaptures, 
biologists can compare catch 
times and locations to determine 
movement.

In the study, the farthest distance 
recorded between an initial catch 
and a recapture is approximately 
280 miles. That tarpon was reeled 
in near Apalachicola in July 2007 
before it was recaptured near 
Captiva in May 2009.

Anglers have submitted over 
13,000 tarpon DNA samples to the 
FWC, including more than 4,000 
in 2011. Among the samples, 
researchers have documented 
about 100 recaptured tarpon.

Anglers who would like to assist 
the study can obtain a free, easy-
to-use tarpon DNA sampling kit 
by emailing TarponGenetics@
MyFWC.com or by calling 800-
367-4461.

A new video provides a step-by-
step look at how an angler takes a 
tarpon DNA sample for the study. 
The video, produced by Florida Sea 
Grant and the University of Florida 
Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences Communications, can 
be viewed at www.YouTube.com/
user/MyFWCsocial.

For more information on the 
Tarpon Genetic Recapture Study, 
visit MyFWC.com/Research, click 
on “Saltwater,” and select “Tarpon 
Genetics” under “Tarpon.”

FWC PHOTOS
A tarpon jumps out of the water 
after it is hooked by an angler.

Placing a sponge with the silver tarpon skin sample into a vial.
FWC PHOTOS
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M & M Printing Co., inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland estates ave., sW
ruskin, florida 33570

APRIl 12, 2012  

310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE 312 ESTATE SAlES

260 FRUITS/VEg.

U-pick Tomatoes 
artesian farms sr 674 at 27th st. 
se, ruskin. Behind the Circle K. 

8am-5pm. 7 days a week.

Call for
Directions

Delivery Available

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

Quality Wicker & Rattan Furniture
2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed Weekends

We re-cover or make new cushions

Check us out @ www.QualityWicker.com

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR
EVERY ROOM INSIDE 

AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

105 PERSONAl

thank you st. Jude & st anthony 
for prayers answered. BK
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almost new thrift store. 10008 
indiana st., gibsonton (1 block off 
Us 41, 1 block north gibsonton 
dr.,) Wednesday through saturday, 
9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, lots 
misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Designer Showroom Closing  
Extra 20% off  

already discounted 50%-70% 
Furniture, art, rugs, floral, trees.

Cash or check.  M-f 9am4pm 139 
s. Pebble; Beach Blvd., sCC.813-
633-8855 between Cvs & Winn 

dixie

sCC garage sale. 2027 so. Pebble 
Beach Blvd., friday, april 13, 8am-
noon. lots of good cheap stuff.

ladies, mens & young adult clothes, 
low prices. dvd & Cd racks, Win-
nie the Pooh teapot, palm tree 
candlestick, Beanie Babies, type-
writer. good odds & ends. King size 
covers. apollo Beach Blvd to fair-
way to 545 frandor Place. friday 
8am-5pm. saturday 9am-2pm.

Home decor & accessories, Christ-
mas decorations, candle holders, 
fiesta ware & more  4/14, 8am-
2pm. 809 Chipaway dr., apollo 
Beach.

Yard sale. saturday & sunday 
7am-3pm. something for everyone. 
Cds, furniture & more. 1618 Wagon 
Wheel rd., sundance

501 flamingo dr., apollo Beach. 
saturday, 8:30am-noon. furniture, 
microwave, misc kitchen & house-
hold items, handbags, fish bowls, 
area rugs, misc.

apollo Beach. 6310 Wisteria lane. 
friday & saturday, 4/13 & 4/14. 
Collectable & hard to find items. 
fuji 26” folding bike, griswald 
cast irons, old tube radios, antique 
outboards, wine making, fishing 
marine & the list goes on.  Other 
sales on  Block.

Collectibles, lamps, ceramic molds, 
paints, brushes, magazines, Kiln, 
Cd’s, etc. 1813 allegheny dr., 
sCC. saturday only. 9am-2pm

neighborhood sale. apollo Beach. 
Furniture, desk, dishes, tools, fish-
ing gear, boating supplies, ham-
mock, wine making, Kirby vacuum. 
friday & saturday, april 13 & 14, 
8am-1pm. Wisteria lane

25%-35% Less
than Big Box stores

Top Name Brands of Furniture

(813) 645-7777
Open: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

701 Hwy. 41 N. • Ruskin

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 Men’s Wear Sale

50% off
all Men’s Clothes

Plus, the secret sale

310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE

neighborhood. sale friday & satur-
day, 4/13 & 4/14, 8am-2pm.  emer-
ald lake, Caloosa Creek, Caloosa 
lake.  don’t miss this one!

831 Kings leon, sCC. everything 
must go including kitchenware, 
small appliances, tvs, furniture, 
other items.. april 12 -14. 941-
755-5706 

Yard sale. april 14, saturday, 9am-
2pm. 3623 Petrova Circle, ruskin 
(off Universal dr) everything must 
go. Baby stuff, tvs & more.

down sizing. everything must go. 
1701 flamingo lane, sCC. april 
12, 13 & 14. golf cart, tools, patio 
set, lamps, etc.

thursday, friday & saturday, 
8am-3pm. too much to mention. 
Jewelry, antiques pedal sewing 
machine.  110 4th st., nW, ruskin. 
lots of treasures.

312  ESTATE SAlES

BEVERLY's ESTATE SALES
SUN CITY CENTER

Four-Piece Office Suite w/Trundle 
Bed, Two Queen Bedroom Suites, 
One King Mattress, Six-Drawer 

Maple Dresser and Mirror, Queen 
Size Like-New Sleep Sofa, Dining 
Table, China Cabinet and 6 Chairs, 
Formal Green Tone Couch & Chair, 

Large Den Sofa & Loveseat, 
Leather Recliner w/Ottoman, Half 

Moon Parlor Desk, Wooden Kitchen 
Table, 4 Chairs, Dark Expandable 
Entertainment Center, Small Desk, 

Pull-Down Desk, 4 Bar Stools, 
Server, Coffee Table, Old Sewing 

Machine, Rattan Tea Cart, Grill, TV, 
Linens, Clocks, Lamps, Small 

Appliances, Pictures, Hangings, 
Outdoor Furniture, Designer Men’s 

Clothes, Vacuum Cleaner 
Collection, Large Collection of 
Longaberger Baskets and Very 
Large Collection of Christmas 

Decor. Everything for sale, 
including house -- 4BR/3BA/3CG.

633-1173 or 508-0307

3723 Gaviota
(Cypress Creek Blvd. to
Upper Creek Dr., Upper

Creek to La Paloma,
left on Gaviota)

April 13 & 14
7:30am-1pm

Village of Cypress Creek
(La Paloma)

Fri. & Sat. (7-1)
1209 Bluewater Dr., SCC

Bamboo Soe w/Chairs, Love Seat, Queen & 
Twin Bedroom Suites, Dining Room Suite 
w/6 Chairs, Rocking Chairs, Recliners, 
Noritake China, Patio Furniture, Desk 

w/Chair, TVs, Entertainment Center, Swivel 
Rockers, Bookcases, Bar Stools, File Cabinet, 

Card Table w/Chairs, Jewelry, 
Household, Kitchen and Misc. Items.

www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Anne's Estate Sales
Friday & Saturday • (7-1)
2229 New Bedford Dr., SCC

(off S. Pebble Beach)

(813) 758-7952 or (813) 758-7954
2006 Yamaha Golf Cart, No Boundaries 

Mobility Chair; Furniture: Dining Room Suite 
w/Server, Lift Chairs, Sofa & Loveseat, Dinette 

Table w/Chairs, Queen Bedroom Suite 
w/Craftmatic Bed, Computer Desk, Patio 

Furniture, Twin Beds, Tea Cart, Bookcases, 
Entertainment Centers, Swivel Rockers, TVs; 
Exercise Equipment: ProForm Treadmill, 

Rebok Step Exerciser; Misc.: Artificial Plants, 
Garage Cabinets, Trunk, Stereo w/Speakers, 
Lots of Craft Items; Collectibles: Waterford, 

Hummels, Royal Doulton, Sterling, Jewelry 
(Vintage & Costume); Clothing: Ladies’

Large Sizes & Children’s Clothing;
Household, Kitchen and Misc Items.

www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Anne's Estate Sales

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

6308 WISTERIA Lane
(Apollo Beach Blvd., left on Lake 
Sunrise Dr., left on Bal Harbour,

left on Wisteria Lane)

APOLLO BEACH 33572

Fri. & Sat., April 13-14
7 a.m. to Noon

Cell: (813) 382-7536
Home: (813) 741-0225

This Sale Is Worth The Drive!
Contents include: Adorable Palm 
Tree Wrought Iron Entrance Table 
w/Matching Mirror, Tropical Home 

Decor and Art, Beautiful Tiffany Style 
Lamps, Matching Sofa, Loveseat & 

Side Chair, Dining Room Table 
w/Chairs, China Cabinet, Sectional 

Sofa, Coffee & End Tables, Computer 
Desk, Office Chair, Beautiful Vintage 

Roll Top Desk, Patio Set, Recliner,
Bar Stools, Side Chairs, Gorgeous 
Tropical King Sleigh Bedroom Set, 

Collectibles, Egyptian Samovar, Brass 
Collectibles & Wall Ornaments, 
Antique Vesta Sewing Machine, 

Glassware, Home Decor, Household 
& Garage Items, Tools and  MORE!  

Please Park on Side of Sale
Due to Emergency Vehicles.

(PLEASE DON'T MISS OUR OTHER 
SALE AT 312 CALOOSA WOODS 

LANE IN SUN CITY CENTER)

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

312 Caloosa Woods Lane
(off E. Del Webb)

Sun City Center

Fri. & Sat., April 13-14
7 a.m. to Noon

Cell: (813) 382-7536
Home: (813) 741-0225

Contents Include: La-Z-Boy 
Reclining Sofa, Cream Leather 

Chair w/Ottoman, Large 
Ocean/Beach Paintings, Desk, 
Office Chairs, White Wicker (2) 

Twin Bedroom Set, White Wicker 
Floral Sofas, Kitchen Table 

w/Chairs, Queen Bedroom Set, 
Queen Anne Style Occasional 
Table, Beautiful Dining Room 

Table w/Chairs, Hutch & Dry Sink, 
Coffee & End Tables, Foot Locker, 

Thomas Kinkade Collectibles,
Red Rooster China, Area Rugs, 

Kitchenware, Home Decor, 
Household, Garage Items, 

Treadmill, Health Rider, Tools,
and Many More Treasures,

TOO Much To List!
Please Park on Side of Sale

Due to Emergency Vehicles.
(PLEASE DON'T MISS OUR 

OTHER SALE AT 6308 WISTERIA 
LANE IN APOLLO BEACH!!)

312 ESTATE SAlES

Dining Room Table w/Cane Back Chairs, 
La-Z-Boy Recliner, Sofa, Rockers, 
Sleeper Sofa, Whitewash Double 
Bedroom Suite, Twin Beds, Chests 
of Drawers, End 
Tables, Lamps, 
Philips TV, Computer 
Desk, Dinette 
Set w/2 Chairs, 
China, Antiques & 
collectibles (Silver Coins, $2  1899 
Silver Certificate, Belt of British Coins), 
Jewelry, Kitchenware & Garage Items.

Please Park on Sale Side of Street
www.denneysestatesales.com

Denney’s estate sales
1524 Chevy Chase, SCC

Fri. & Sat., April 13-14
7 a.m to 1 p.m.
(813) 477-1793

‘The Price is Right!’

say you saw it in the 
Observer news

E-MAIl
Classified@observernews.net

St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon-Fri. • 9 to 5
Saturday • 9 to 4

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
(Behind St. Anne Church
& Next to Kennco Mfg.)

Welcome Back to 
St. Vinnie’s...

• Brand-Named Clothing

• Collectibles, Hard-to-Find

Items, & Period Pieces

• Wide Selection of Furniture,

Accessories, & Household Items

donations needed

Please call (813) 645-5255
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SErViCES

700

Ruskin 55+ senior park. Recent-
ly remodeled, beautiful 12x65, 
4br/2ba MH, new 3/4” ply-board 
floor throughout w/ roof over, 6x10 
shed, large screened porch, 2 car 
carport. Joins the Little Manatee 
river. Private dock & ramp. $8, 500, 
lot rent $289 monthly.  813-419-
4066. Pet friendly

CALL
(813) 645-3211
Serving South Hillsborough

County since 1924
www.dickmanrealty.com

dickman@tampabay.rr.com
Celebrating 88 Years

1924 — 2012

.

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318
Joanie Cooper ........................ 480-2428

COUNTRY BUT CLOSE! Looking for room to roam? Put your home on this 8+ acres piece with no 
close neighbors. Priced at $99,000 and septic in place. Property zoned for 5 homes. Have your whole 
family close. CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 
COMMERCIAL LISTING! Great commercial property with 158 ft. of frontage on Highway 41 (1.04 
acres MOL). Property is zoned CI (commercial intensive) and is currently rented to an 
auto/service/repair garage. Special features include: huge building (3,192 sq.ft.) with new roof, three 
bays, two offices, and lots of room for storage. $279,000 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK 748-2201
AWESOME COMMERCIAL LOCATION ON BUSY HIGHWAY 41 IN RUSKIN! .84 ACRE with 150 
feet on Highway 41. Easy access to I-75. Property is zoned CG/General. $164,900 CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
NEED SPACE FOR YOUR 65’ BOAT? This townhouse at Bahia Beach offers just that as well as 
beautiful sunrises and the fun of watching the manatees and birds play. 2BR/2BA completely re-done 
including painting and new carpet. Only 9 units in this cozy community and only townhomes with 
private docks. Balcony and sundeck. Corner unit on a cul-de-sac. $219,900 CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201.
SUN CITY CENTER – SINGLE FAMILY HOME WITH NO MONTHLY HOMEOWNER ASSOCIA-
TION FEES!! Beautifully maintained home in Sun City Center with enclosed screened front porch and 
large workroom adjacent to the 2-car garage. A new HVAC system was installed in 2011 and a new 
roof in 2005. This popular floor plan offers 1803 sq. ft. of living space with lots of closets and tile and 
carpet throughout. Call today to make an appointment to see this lovely home and make it yours!! 
$104,500 CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
WATERFRONT LOT – Beautiful building lot ready for the home of your dreams located on a wide 
canal with seawall and no bridges to the bay. Enough room for a large motor or sailboat. Lot size is 
75x140 mol with county water and sewer available & no HOA. $90,000 CALL CATHY GRIGGS 
391-8653
RUSKIN WATERFRONT!! Large & spacious 3BR/2BA home located just off the Ruskin Inlet with no 
bridges to Tampa Bay. Over 100 ft. of seawall give you plenty of room for a large boat or sailboat. Short 
Sale offered at $199,000. CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
START A WISH LIST of all the activities of which you want to take advantage in Sun City Center 
because original owner has maintained home in excellent condition leaving lots of leisure time for you. 
Outstanding 2BR/2BA plus den, large kitchen, breakfast room, living/dining combo, master bedroom 
with sitting area and 2 walk-in closets. Must see at $199,900 CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288 
HAVE YOU BEEN WAITING LIKE SO MANY OTHERS TO LIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD? Now’s 
your chance to buy an immaculate, move-in ready home quickly. 3BR/2BA 2-story, downstairs master 
BR, updated kitchen and bath, newer upgraded carpet, deck, 2-car garage. Lots of custom features. 
Just $159,900 CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
1.4 ACRES WITH COUNTY WATER AND SEWER AVAILABLE. Ideal for your estate home or build 
up to 4 homes on this property. Mostly cleared corner lot within minutes to schools, churches, 
restaurants and recreation. Asking $60,000 CALL JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540.
BEAUTIFUL SUMMERFIELD HOUSE with 3BR/2BA, split plan, huge MBR & walk-in-closet, and 
2-car garage, this house is on conservation lot and pond. Ceramic tiles in living areas, large kitchen 
with dining area, lots of cabinets and pantry closet, vaulted ceilings, large screened lanai facing water 
and much more! Great location close to Hwy. & shopping, still peaceful. $121,900 CALL CLAIRE 
TORT 363-7250
CLEARED ACREAGE IN TOWN: 4.66 acres in Ruskin, close to main Hwy. and shopping, in area of 
new subdivisions. Great spot for your dream home, or investment for future development. $125,000 
CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
72 ACRES FARMLAND IN RUSKIN: Presently farmed, this property has several wells, and is located 
in a warm area, close to town and major Hwys. $779,000 CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250

741-0225
Cell: 382-7536

312 ESTATE SAlES

330 FUrNiTUrE

Queen hide-a-bed sofa with built in 
air mattress, 8” thick w/ motor. Soft 
blue tweed. 813-633-6681 or 813-
480-0537 $300 (new $1,400)

331 AppliANCES

Washer/ dryer Whirlpool, about 2yrs 
old. Runs fine. Bargain at $135 for 
pair. 813-484-9855 or 813-645-
4515 

360 GOlF CArTS

Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. 
Chargers, parts all related. Ronny’s 
Carts & Parts.  813-484-9855 or 
813-645-4515

390 MiSC. FOr SAlE

MAriNE

400

rEAl ESTATE

500

425 SlipS Or STOrAGE

South Bay RV & Boat Storage. 
Specializing in outside storage for 
RVs, boats & trailers. 813-677-2000 
www.SouthBayStorage.com

Storage  
ramey’s Business park 
Dollar a day. RV & boat storage & 
heavy equipment. Water & electric 

hookup, 1/4 mile from Williams 
Park boat ramp. Also RV lots 

available. 813-310-1888, 813-690-
1836, 813-849-1469, 

456 TrUCkS ANd VANS

7ftx14ftx6.5ft enclosed cargo trailer, 
2 axles, electric brakes.  Bought 
new Jan.25. $3,500.  360-460-8285  
Craigs list item #2934974925

458 pArTS & SErViCE

TrANSpOrTATiON

450 

ADDITIONAL

CASH Bonus
w/this coupon • Exp. 4/30/12

511 HOUSES FOr SAlE

SUN CITY CENTER RENTAL: Very nicely 
updated and furnished 2BR/2BA, freshly 
painted, with enclosed lanai overlooking 

nature preserve, utility-room and attached 
carport. Available after May 10th
(and before October) $800/mo. 

RUSKIN NICE AND CLEAN OLDER 
MOBILE-HOME, on large fenced corner 

lot. 2BR/1BA, bright open living area,
air conditioned sun room, inside utility, 
double carport, roofover and 2 sheds.

No HOA. $41,000.
REDUCED! 2BR/2BA (1988) 

DOUBLEWIDE HOME with “L” shaped 
living/dining room and built-in china 

cabinets, large enclosed addition, inside 
utility-room, attached shed and carport. 

Nice lot, no HOA. $49,900.

Claire
Tort

CELL:
(813) 363-7250

2BR/2BA in Andover, KP, new 
carpeting. Owner will finance, 5% 
interest with $3000 down. .... $22,000
2BR/2BA in KNOLLS (private heated 
pool), FURNISHED, updated..$59,900

RENTAL
2BR/2BA in Bedford, furnished or 
unfurnished ...........$700 per month

512 CONdOS FOr SAlE

2br/2ba,  King Point condo. 55+ 
community. New carpet & tile. 
Partially furnished. Owner financ-
ing available.  $21,900. Call Bill 
813-633-8083 

565 M.H. iN pArkS

55+ park 2br/1.5ba, sun room, 
CHA, 2 car carport. Club house,  
activities., pool. all appliances 
included. $8,800. Riverview. 813-
741-2940 

55+ park 2br/1ba, large Florida 
room, work shop inside a work-
shop, 2 car carport, minor inside 
repair needed, but not necessary. 
Boat dock available.  813-641-
3203, $4,800.

570 M.H. ON ACrEAGE

2 mobile homes on 2+ acres w/ 
pond & outbuildings. Near I-75, 
SCC. $87,500 terms.  813-641-
7791 

610  WATErFrONT rENTAlS

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking 
/fishing, laundry. $185 weekly, plus 
$300 deposit, utilities included. No 
pets.    813-863-6123

611 HOUSES FOr rENT

Ruskin 2br/1ba, fenced yard, nice 
waterfront neighborhood. $700 
monthly plus deposit.  813-641-
7791

SCC 55+ 2br/2ba, large lanai, 
garage on beautiful golf course w/ 
lake. Beautifully furnished, but can 
lease unfurnished. Also 1br/1ba. 
Call Wagner  419-296-9795 

2br/1.5ba house on pond in SCC 
55+ community. Fenced yard, pet 
ok. $825 monthly plus deposit. Call  
813-382-7001 or 813-523-1755 

612 ApTS. FOr rENT

For rent: Efficiency apartments. 
Weekly rates, utilities furnished 
813-677-8789,   813-601-1542 or 
813-516-0896

613 CONdOS FOr rENT

Super, furnished, 1br/1.5ba in gated 
55+ Kings Point, SCC. Washer/ 
dryer, cable, water, bus, clubhouse, 
activities.  $650 monthly.  Year 
lease 813-633-8083 

614 dUplEx FOr rENT

2br/1.5ba duplex with office. ideal 
live /work space. New construction 
in Ruskin. $875 monthly. Available 
now.  813-649-1599 

621 plACES TO SHArE

Ruskin. Roommate wanted. $400 
monthly plus $200 security includes 
electric & TV. Women preferred.  
813-505-8508 

630 M.H. rENTAlS

2br/2ba doublewide. Ruskin area. 
$175 weekly plus utilities & deposit.  
813-363-6001 

630 M H rENTAlS

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home 
near shopping  center in Gibsonton. 
813-677-8789, 813-601-1542 or 
813-516-0896

One bedroom RV on private prop-
erty. References. $125  weekly 
plus deposit. includes utilities.  813-
363-6001 

For rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
A/C. 813-677-1086

RV for rent on private lot. 25 miles 
E. of Ruskin on SR 674. All utilities 
included in the rent. $100 weekly. 
813-634-4050 or 813-495-7481 

646 WArEHOUSE SpACE

Garage & mini storage, RV lots 
& mobile home lots for rent. Call  
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

651 BOOkkEEpiNG

QuickBooks® 
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do atti-
tude: 1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup 
& review  financials, full bookkeep-
ing services, tutoring, software & 

issues, classes. Hourly rates. Your 
local office or mine. Thea’s Quick 
Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 813-641-
1089 email: theahp@verizon.net 

www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

680  AdUlT/CHild CArE

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

704 JUNk rEMOVAl

Hauling unwanted items. Demoli-
tion, boats, cars, appliances, trash, 
yard debris, junk. Anything you don’t 
need. Free estimate Call Dave 813-
447-6123  

Classified is the  
Buyers Marketplace

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

in Hillsborough Memorial 
Gardens, Brandon, Garden 

of the Good Shepherd, 
Section 12

FOR SALE
2 Adjoining Burial Plots

386-337-5086

Current value $7190
Will sell for $6000

Dealer in Gold & Silver Coins 
Domestic & Foreign

BUYING SILVER COINS

Paying 20x or more
depending on the market

Paying Higher than Hotel/ Motel Buyers
& Buyers Set up in Chamber of Commerce!

Watch out for Counterfeit Coins
now being sold & circulated in this area.
Call for private consultation or appointment. 

All transactions are strictly confidential.

(813) 634-3816
Cell  (813) 503-4189

“Your local dealer for over 20 years”

Sun City Center COINS
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800

870 gEnErAl

AdOpTiOn  
Give your baby a loving, 

financially secure family.  Living 
expenses paid.  Call Attorney 

Charlotte Danciu  28 years 
experience.  1-800-395-5449  

www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; 
FL Bar # 307084

American Auto Transporters  Reli-
able Shipping of Your Car  Mem-
ber BBB, Guaranteed Rates, Pick 
up date and satisfaction  Daily 
trips from Florida to NorthEast  
1-800-800-2580  www.shipcar.
com

CASH fOr CArS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE 
Top Dollar INSTANT Offer 

NOW!  1-800-558-1097 We’re 
Local!

JEwiSH SurrOgATE nEEdEd 
for Orthodox Couple  Please 
help us have our baby!  Gen-

erous Compensation Paid.  
Call Attorney Charlotte Dan-

ciu   1-800-395-5449  FL Bar # 
307084

lAwSuiT CASH  
Auto Accident?  All cases 

Qualify  Get CASH before your 
case settles! Fast Approval.  

Low Fees. (866) 709-1100 or 
www.glofin.com

TAKE ViAgrA/ CiAliS?  
Save $500.00! Get 40 

100mg/20mg Pills, for only-
$99!  +4-Bonus Pills FREE!  #1 
Male  Enhancement. Discreet 
Shipping.   Blue Pill Now. Call 

1-888-800-1280

705 ClEAning

ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integ-
rity. Call for free estimate. 7days a 
week. Move-in, move-out, rentals. 
Insured, bonded, licensed. Ruskin, 

Apollo Beach, Sun City Center. 
813-846-7629  

flat rate $75, full clean

Becky’s At Your Service 
Cleaning. Licensed & depend-

able cleaning service, for all your 
cleaning needs. Free estimates. 

Call today 813-395-4701

708 mOVErS

Tony Hill Van Lines 
moving & storage. In business 
40yrs. Move 1 piece to whole 

household plus haul away any-
thing in your way. (Fully Insured). 

Best rates. Call 813-629-0108  
U.S. DOT #434469

Affordable Moving. One piece or 
whole house. Also specializing in 
estate sale delivery.  Loading & 
unloading storage units/  trucks & 
more Free estimate.  Dave  813-
447-6123 

710 lAwn CArE

Bill’s Lawn Service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 
Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low 

as $25 per cut. 813-293-6840

B&S Lawn Care, Inc. 
Professional lawn care provid-

ing all of your turf, landscaping & 
irrigation needs. Residential/ com-
mercial. www.bandslawncare.com 

813-645-7266 

Henry’s Lawn Maintenance  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, 
tree service. Pressure washing. 
Monthly lawn maintenance. Li-

censed & insured. Free estimates. 
813-477-3054 www.henryslawn-

maintenance.com

Veterans Affordable lawn,  land-
scaping, tree trimming/ hauling. 
Residential /commercial. Mow, 
edge, trim /weed. Odd jobs.  Free 
estimate. Honest /dependable.  
813-641-7554

irrigation repair  
Tired of high water bills due to 
wasted irrigation water. Broken  

pipes, sprinkle heads, panel 
problems. No problem, we got you 
covered. Licensed & insured. Free 
estimates. Leland  813-391-2156 

S & L Lawn Mower Repair 
1105 15th St SE. Ruskin. Tune-
up special. $39 push mower $59 

riding mowers.  Free pickup & 
deliver.  813-305-6666  

715 fill dirT/HAuling

Myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. 

Culvert sets, driveways, shell, 
crushed asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, 

excavating, mowing etc. Tony 
(813) 363-7963 Free estimates. 

Pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 
asphalt, driveway culverts.  Load-
er, backhoe, grading, bushhog, 
discing.  Install Septic System & 
drain fills. CFC#1427021.  813-

645-1883 

720 HOmE mAinT.

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. In-
sured. Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun 

City Center & Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 

Handyman Custom Carpentry 
Doors installed, sundecks, fram-
ing, screen enclosures,   repairs, 

plumbing, electrical, painting.  
Senior discount Free estimates.  
813-645-1778.  C-117507 www.

MYIC.com/customcarpentry  

740 miSC. SErViCES

Seawall Repairs 
also new construction of docks, 

boat lifts & seawalls. Free inspec-
tion. Hecker Construction Co. 813-

236-9306

in your Home pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, li-

censed, bonded, insured.  Refer-
ences available. email: olivertort@

aol.com Oliver & Company  

Hate that wallpaper? 
I can remove it. Want something 
painted. Big or small, I can do it. 
I’ll even clean windows. Debby. 

813-434-6499 

820 ClEriCAl

real Estate Clerical 
Part-time, 8hr weekly, Apollo 

Beach. Liberal pay related to ex-
perience. Strong computer skills. 
Start immediately. Send qualifi-
cations & salary to equityman@

tampabay.rr.com 

870 gEnErAl

Part-time experienced hair stylist 
wanted. Ruskin/ Sun City Center 
area. Please call. 813-205-1994 

Day Shift Hours 
24 hours per week • Saturdays a must

Self Storage 
Maintenance/
Office Admin.

813-741-9220
 Call for details

Part Time HELP WANTED!

 FAX resume
813-741-9087

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/
mo!  SAVE when you bundle 
Internet+Phone+TV and get up to 
$300 BACK! (select plans). Limited 
Time CALL NOW!  866-944-0906   

Bundle & Save on your CABLE, 
INTERNET PHONE, AND MORE.  
High Speed Internet starting at less 
than$20/mo.  CALL NOW!   800-
306-1733  

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!!  
Get the Most Cash, up to $27 per box!  
Shipping Paid!  Must be Sealed & 
Unexpired.  Call Tony 813-528-1480  
tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/
month PLUS 30 Premium Movie 
Channels FREE for 3 Months! SAVE! 
& Ask About SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL - 888-418-9787 

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

MANTIS Deluxe Tiller. NEW! Fast-
Start engine. Ships FREE.  One-Year 
Money-Back Guarantee when you buy 
DIRECT.  Call for the DVD and FREE 
Good Soil book! 866-674-4644

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital 
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/
mo (for 12 months.) Options from 
ALL major service providers. Call 
Acceller today to learn more! CALL 
1-888-903-2647  

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance 
free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. 
Sacrifice $8995.  Can deliver. 727-
851-3217  

¿NECESITAS DINERO EXTRA?  Este 
Negocio Es Para Ti. Gana Vendiendo 
Productos De Cama Y Baño De Intima 
Hogar. CATALOGO GRATIS. Llama 
Al 1.877.426.2627. www.intimahogar.
com  ;

$$$ We Buy Diabetic Test Strips $$$ 
We pay TOP $$$ Get paid fast in 24 
hours! Visit Traderjackproducts.com/
strips. Call today free quote! 772-
263-0425  

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice 
for an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Liv-
ing/Medical Expenses Paid.  Loving, 
Financially Secure Families Await.  
1-877-341-1309  Atty Ellen Kaplan 
(#0875228)

ADOPTION  GIVE YOUR BABY THE 
BEST IN LIFE!  Many Kind, Loving, 
Educated & Financially Secure 
Couples Waiting.  Living & Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Counseling & 
Transportation provided.  former 
Birth Moms on Staff!  FLORIDA 
AdOpTiOn lAw grOup, p.A.  At-
torneys who truly care about you.  
Jodi Sue rutstein, m.S.w., J.d.  
Mary Ann Scherer, R.N., J.D.  Over 
30 Combined Years of Adoption 
Experience.  1-800-852-0041  Confi-
dential 24/7 (#133050&249025)   

ADOPTION  866-633-0397  Un-
planned Pregnancy?  Provide 
your baby with a loving, financially 
secure family.  Living/Medical/
Counseling expenses paid.  Social 
worker on staff.  Call compassion-
ate attorney Lauren Feingold  (FL 
Bar#0958107) 24/7  

AdOpTiOn  888-812-3678  All Ex-
penses paid.  Choose a loving, 
Financially Secure family for your 
child  24 Hrs 7 Days   Caring & 
Confidential.  Attorney Amy Hick-
man.  (lic. #832340)    

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

DIVORCE $50 - $240*  Covers Child 
Support, Custody, and Visitation, 
Property, Debts, Name Change… 
Only One Signature Required! *Ex-
cludes govt. fees!  1-800-522-6000 
Extn. 300  Baylor & Associates

KILL ROACHES & PALMETTO 
BUGS!  Buy Harris Roach Tablets.  
Eliminate Bugs - Guaranteed.  Avail-
able at Ace Hardware, The Home 
Depot & Home Depot.com

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  Talk with caring adop-
tion expert.  You choose from families 
nationwide.  LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID.  Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions.  866-413-6298.  License 
#100013125

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. You WIN or Pay Us 
Nothing.  Contact Disability Group, 
Inc. Today! BBB Accredited. Call For 
Your  FREE Book & Consultation. 
888-903-1353  

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train 
for hands on Aviation Maintenance 
Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
available. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-314-6283

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
Home.  *Medical, *Business, *Crimi-
nal Justice, *Hospitality. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-203-3179 www.
CenturaOnline.com 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVION-
ICS  Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA 
Approved; financial aid if qualified.  
Job placement assistance.  Call 
National Aviation Academy Today!  
1-800-659-2080 or NAA.edu  

Earn your high school diploma at 
home.  Work at your own pace.  
First Coast Academy, nationally 
accredited.  Call for free brochure, 
1-800-658-1180, ext. 77.  www.fca-
highschool.org

EARN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DI-
PLOMA!  Educators Inc. High School 
over 25 years of experience.  Fully ac-
credited.  Use for College, Military, Trade 
School or Job.  1-800-590-9611  www.
Eduhighschool.com

NEED YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLO-
MA?  Finish from home fast for $399! 
Nationally accredited.  EZ pay.  Free 
brochure.  www.diplomaathome.com ; 
Call 800-470-4723

FREE WEBINAR Learn how to build a 
daily cash-flow machine w/profits of 80-
90%, with residual income of hundreds, 
even thousands mthly.  Join us @ www.
smallbusinesswebinar.co

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! 
Injury Lawsuit Dragging? Need $500-
$500,000++ within 48/hours? Low rates 
Apply Now By Phone! 1-800-568-8321. 
www.lawcapital.com  ; 

METAL ROOFING & STEEL BUILD-
INGS. Save $$$ buy direct from manu-
facturer. 20 colors in stock with trim & ac-
ces. 4 profiles in 26 ga. panels. Carports, 
horse barns, shop ports. Completely turn 
key jobs. All Steel Buildings, Gibsonton, 
Florida. 1-800-331-8341. www.allsteel-
buildings.com

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED!  Train to become a Medical Office 
Assistant!  no Experience needed!  
Job Training & Local Placement 
assistance.  HS diploma/gEd, pC/
internet needed!  1-888-212-5888

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money Down.  
No Credit check!  Call Now 1-888-270-
0372  

OWNER WILL FINANCE.  Bank or 
seller won’t finance?  We help!  No 
qualifying.  No credit!  Low Down.  Call 
Today!  1-800-563-2734  kanthony@
cigrealty.com

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE  
Any Credit!  Any Income!  Foreclosure 
Homes and Land  View Properties at:  
www.roselandco.com or call Rose Land 
& Finance Corp.  866-937-3557

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.  
Get a Free Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus Free 
home delivery!  Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking!  Call 
888-377-3536

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 90 
percent on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off 
your first prescription and free shipping.   
Prescriptions Dispensed from Canada 
are Dispensed by: Health One Phar-
macy. License Number: 21791

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

WANTED UNEXPIRED DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS Up To $26/Box. Pr 
ePaid Shipping Labels.  Hablamos 
Espanol! 1-800-267-9895 / www.
SellDiabeticstrips.com ; 

Check out your classified ad  
online www.observernews.net

Please Recycle This Paper
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BUSINESS & TRadE dIRECTORy

PAINTING

BAIL BONDS

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 50 Years Experience

®

WINDOW FILM

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

• Residential • Commercial
• New Roofs • Re-Roofs

• Flat Roofs
• Leak Repairs • Tile

Frank Shaft
FL Certified Roofing Contractor

CCC# 1327713

Palm Tree
Roofing

Florida Certified Roofing Contractor
PalmTreeRoofing@gmail.com

www.ApolloBeachRoofing.com
PalmTreeRoofing@gmail.com

Proudly Serving: Sun City Center
Ruskin • Apollo Beach • Riverview

and surrounding areas
Member SCC Chamber of Commerce

OFFICE 813-333-6320
CELL 813-777-9808

We will match any 
Competitor’s Discount and 

Prices within this area.

813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendstorage.com

Servicing Riverview, Apollo 
Beach, and Sun City Center

STORAGE

www.ObserverNews.net WINDOW CLEANING

Call now to book your appointment

Now scheduling appointments  for 
HOME  WATCH  SERVICE

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

• Exceptional 
Service •

Registered at Kings Point
• Licensed • Insured 

• Bonded
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www.ObserverNews.net

CARPET & TILE

CARPET & TILE
CLEANERS
813-304-5850

No Hidden Cost or Gimmicks!

$1995 $2495
Per carpet area

Truck mount 
cleaning system

Per room for tile 
and grout

up to 120 sq. ft.
All cleaning includes deodorizer

ROOFINGPLUMBING

ROOFING

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

CABINETS

www.ObserverNews.net

Johnny Sewell
(813) 641-2099

Mobile (813) 404-2022

P.O. Box 551 • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.customroofing.us

Bonded & Insured • Lic. #CCC1326907

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDARuskin &

 Sun City Center
Chamber Member

CUSTOM ROOFING
and REPAIRS

All Types of Roofing
New Roofs & Repairs

• Shingle • Tile • Metal • Hot Tar
No job too big or too small!

SERVING SINCE 1973
• Ruskin • Sun City Center • Kings 
Point • Apollo Beach • Riverview

“ALL MY CUSTOMERS ARE DRY 
FRIENDS WHEN QUALITY COUNTS”

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
FREE 

ESTIMATES

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

Michael’s 
Custom Cabinets

813-245-2713

• Complete Remodel or 
Reface • Kitchen or Bath 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

• Build New Entertainment 
Center to fit Larger TVs

Mike Leeper, Owner
Business Owner 20+ Years

Vietnam Vet USMC

• 
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 •

HANDYMAN*

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

www.ObserverNews.net

FLOORING

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

Chamber Members • Licensed and Insured
David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!

Specializing in Hardwood,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

The Floor Source

SMALL BUSINESS, 
SMALL PRICES

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting 
(Interior/Exterior) 
• Power Washing 
• Drywall Repairs 

• Preparing Homes For Sale 
• Improving Curb Appeal 
• Replacing Old Fixtures 

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878
Bonded • Insured

PRINTING

COMMERCIAL SHEETFED AND WEB PRINTERS

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
Ruskin

645-4048

• Price Sheets • Catalogues
• Flyers • Business Cards • Forms

• Brochures• Newspaper Printing and 
Publishing• Graphic Design

www.ObserverNews.net
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Saturday, April 14
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Riverview High School
11311 Boyette Road, Riverview

FREE!!
Family Event

Parks, Recreation
and Conservation

Valrico State Bank Scroll n Roll Ads

SPONSORED BY:

Admission
& Parking

FREE Featuring these great businesses!

And many more!!!

Entertainment 
RVHS NJROTC - Colors
National Anthem - Lisa Kennedy
Salvation Now/The Front
Riverview HS Chorus Ensemble
G & H Tae Kwon Do
OneChurch Music
Academy of Dance Dynamics
Hovermode 
Zumba with Lolita

Classic Car Show with
People’s Choice Award

Spirit FM 90.5

AmberJack's Steakhouse 
& Bar

Apriori Beauty-Andrea 
Sellers

ATAP Solutions Inc
Bloomingdale Riverview 

CERT
Boys & Girls Club 

(Riverview)
Bu�alo Wild Wings
Camp Bow Wow Tampa 

South Shore
Children's Board Family 

Resource Centers
Community Bank
Copper Bell Cafe
Council Growers Sod
D.R. Horton, Inc
G & H Tae Kwon Do
Man's Van'
High Rollers Car Club
Hillsborough County 

Parks, Recreation, 
Conservation

Kona Ice
Livingstone Academy
Mackey Productions
Manatee Apparel 

Graphics
Mary Kay, Inc. - Donna Lee 

Fore

Moran Silks
Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC
Motion Church
Music On The Move DJ's
OneChurch
Osprey Observer
P.F. Auto Glass, Inc.
Rita's Ice
Ritter's This N That Mini 

Donuts
RVR Horse Rescue
S&S Tacos/Pizzas & Stu�
Scroll n Roll Ads
Spirit FM 90.50
SportClips Haircuts
Take Out Butler.Com
Take Shape for Life 

Health Coach
Tampa Bay Times - 

Riverview Bureau
Tampa Electric Co.
The BOSS
Traventours Events & 

Excursions, Inc
Valrico State Bank
Video Conversions of 

Florida
Wellcare Healthcare
YMCA Camp Cristina

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Call 813-234-5944 

Or visit www.riverviewchamber.com

FREE Family Fun • FREE Face Painting
FREE Games • Much more

• Local Vendors • Restaurants 
• Pony Rides
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