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South County showed 
its community-spirit last 
weekend by holding a 
fund raiser for a local 
businesswoman. See 
the story on page 16.

Seniors are rapidly 
becoming a prime 
target for fraud. 
Attend the fraud 
expo Feb. 28. 
Details on page 3.

The release of doves 
marks the offi cial 
opening of a new 
church building in 
Ruskin. See more on 
page 16.
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PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Ashley Ambrosia, first grade teacher at Apollo Beach Elementa-
ry School, shows students how to work with the new interactive 
technnology recently obtained through a grant from the Community 
Foundation of Greater Sun City Center.

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
SUN CITY CENTER 

— Money donated to the 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Sun City Center finds 
its way all over South County 
and occasionally elsewhere if a 
donor specifies a different cause 
or place. 

Last week I visited some of 
the Foundation’s recent projects 

which ranged from high-tech 
equipment for schools to vent-
ing for ceramic-room kilns and a 
walk-in freezer for food for lions, 
tigers and other big cats.

The variety of grant applica-
tions the Foundation receives can 
be dizzying.

“Charities often bring their 
donors to us so we can work 
together to accomplish a joint 
purpose,” said Evelyn Lunsford, 
who sits on the Council’s 12-
member board.  

Because only the interest of 
the $30 million in the Founda-
tion’s coffers is given out and 
the principal never spent, each 
year more and more people are 
helped by organizations that get 
their funding – or at least part of 
it–from Foundation grants, as the 
principal amount in the Founda-
tion’s account (and corresponding 
interest) rises. 

The first part of this story that 
appeared in the Feb. 16 edition 
explained how the Foundation is 
set up and run, and how people 
can donate to it. Anyone who 
missed that edition can read the 

See GRANTS, page 2

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO
The curtains (bay doors) are set to rise on the Firehouse Cultural 
Center on Saturday.  Leland Faulkner, the center’s first Artist-in-
Residence, will have an opening performance at 7 p.m.

Curtains rise at the 
Firehouse Cultural Center

By  ■ MITCH TRAPHAGEN   mitch@observernews.net

RUSKIN — The curtains, or 
more accurately, the bay doors, 
are rising on the Firehouse 
Cultural Center in Ruskin this 
week with performance artist 
Leland Faulkner, the center’s 
first Artist-in-Residence. The 
new cultural center has been 
coming to life since last year 
when the former Hillsborough 
County Fire Rescue building 
was donated by the county to the 
Ruskin Community Development 
Foundation.

Although work on the new 
public center is still ongoing, the 
inaugural Artist-in-Residence 
program, running from February 
25 to March 2, will throw open 
the doors for up-close and 
personal access to the arts for 
everyone in South Hillsborough.

Faulkner’s residency will open 
with a public performance and 

post-performance “talk-back” at 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25.

By MELODY JAMESON ■

SUN CITY CENTER — 
Following intense campaigns 
pro and con, residents here have 
rejected a community capital 
improvements building program 
and its proposed financing. 

The issues — sometimes 

Seniors turn thumbs down on 
improvement program

portrayed in deceptive terms 
— prompted one of the largest 
voting turn-outs in the retirement 
center’s recent history.

Although defeated, the concepts 
and reasoning behind them 
remain alive and could become 
the focus of organized community 

conversations taking shape as 
early as next month. 

Voting up or down on 
construction of two new buildings 
in the community’s central 
activities campus to provide space 
needed for several functions plus 
updating additions to the atrium 
plaza area and projected financing 
involving a $2.4 million bank 
loan was concluded February 
14. At final count, 2,480 ballots 
opposed the plan while 1,917 
supported it, said Ed Barnes, 
president of the SCC Community 
Association currently composed 
of about 10,800 residents. 

The 4,397 voter turn-out 
approached 40 percent of the 
association’s membership, 
several times more than the voter 
interest taken in recent years for 
annual community association 
elections to choose its directors. 
Approximately a quarter of the 
mostly retired residents defeated 
the plan aimed also at freshening 
the 50-year-old community’s 
appearance as increasing 
competition by newer age-
restricted developments in the 
area affects the resale of homes. 

Following the vote tally, Barnes 
expressed disappointment that a 
plan which began about a year 
ago with a community-wide 
survey to pinpoint residents’ 
improvement preferences was 
rejected. The CA president 
characterized that rejection as 

See FIREHOUSE CULTURAL, page 11 See SENIORS REJECT PLAN, page 23

Celebrating 100 Years
Ruskin Woman’s Club 
has reason to celebrate
Built in 1912 as the home of 
Adaline Dickman Miller and Dr. 
George M. Miller, president of the 
first Ruskin College, this three-
story dwelling (left) with Swiss 
Chalet architectural touches on 
the Ruskin Inlet now is prized 
headquarters of the Ruskin 
Woman’s Club. Once part of the 
college campus and the scene 
of both academic and social 
activities, it also is a designated 
historic site. See the full story 
beginning on page 14.
MELODY JAMESON PHOTO
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story “Projects not too small, or 
large, for help from Foundation,” 
at www.observernews.net. 

Now we’ll examine where 
the money goes, and how your 
organization or group can apply 
for it. 

There is money waiting that 
was donated for specific purposes 
or causes and other money that 
board members may access and 
gift based on applications and 
community needs, explained 
board member Robert Mohr, a 
Sun City Center attorney who 
advises the Foundation on legal 
matters. Only 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt organizations may apply 
for the money. But 501(c)(3)s are 
as varied as the causes they serve.

Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Wimauma received $11,740 
last year towards a large walk-
in freezer to hold the out-of-
date meat regularly donated by 
Walmart and the out-of-date baked 
goods picked up at local grocery 
stores by Elmira’s volunteers, said 
Robin Greenwood, president of 
Elmira’s. 

Greenwood and Darlene 
Williamson, sanctuary manager 
and treasurer, proudly showed off 
the inside of the large freezer and 
then pointed to the many chest-
type and upright freezers it had 
replaced.

“People had been donating their 
old freezers to us and it was really 
hard working with the food that 
way,” Greenwood said. 

Besides never having enough 
room and having to spread the 
freezers out where there was 
space, there was always a large 
electric bill from having so many 
plugged in at once.

“This has made everything so 
much easier,” Williamson said 
Feb. 17 as she unloaded a trunk 
full of baked goods she had just 
rounded up.

After spending some time 
looking at the lions and tigers and 
other big cats, I was shown a large 
area with a hole in the center that 
has been dug out for a pond.

Elmira’s volunteers envision the 
area as a “big cat playground.” 
The playground will allow the cats 
to exercise and have fun outside of 
their cages.

Elmira’s is planning to go back 
to the Foundation for money 
towards it as soon as all the costs 
are examined, Greenwood said.

“We’re hoping to find a 

contractor who will do the whole 
project, not just one piece of it,” 
she explained. “It needs an 18-
foot fence around it with a 9-foot 
viewing platform so people can 
watch the cats and set up tripods 
and photograph them,” she said.

The area will simulate the cats’ 
existence in the wild, and have 
agility platforms for them to climb 
like two large cement culverts that 
have already been placed there.     

Elmira’s volunteers have 
already raised between $15,000 
and $20,000 for the project, she 
said. Although the contractors’ 
bids aren’t figured yet, volunteers 
estimate the whole project 
will cost between $30,000 and 
$40,000.

A letter of intent as to how 
the money will be spent and 
estimates of all costs and time 
frames must be included with the 
original application, Greenwood 
explained. “They (Foundation 
members) want to be sure 
every project they donate to is 
sustainable. And they follow up 
afterward really well. They don’t 
just ‘drop money’ and run.”

Application is made relatively 
easy by the Foundation board 
though, she added. “They’re 
thorough, but good to work with.”

Carol Cook, president of the 
Sun City Center Ceramic Club, 
echoed much the same praise as 
she proudly showed off the room 
where the ceramic pieces the 
group makes are baked in kilns.

Although the people that belong 
to the club have fun, it is a 501(c)
(3) tax-exempt organization.

“We sell the things we make in 
the gift shop and donate to worthy 
causes, and also donate items to 
charities and other organizations 
so they can use them to raise 
money,” Cook explained.

The $1,550 donated for 
ventilation in the kiln room will 
make it much healthier for the 
club members who use it, Cook 
explained. It will also make it 
safer.

Even though no kilns were fired 
up when I arrived, there was a 
smell akin to “burned” paint in the 
room.

“Each kiln will have its own 
ventilation system,” Cook 
explained. When asked, she 
acknowledged that it would work 
like the ventilation of a stove-pipe 
or clothes dryer vent.

From there I took a ride over 

to Apollo Beach Elementary 
School where first grade teacher 
Ashley Ambrosia demonstrated 
how students work with the new 
interactive technology recently 
obtained through a Foundation 
grant.

A computer (on a desk) throws 
a program through a device hung 
on a wall or blackboard called a 
mimeo that produces lighting that 
allows students to make letters, 
numbers, or pictures on the wall.

“They actually interact with the 
program during the lesson,” said 
Principal Jamie Gerding. 

This was technology that the 
school staff, parents, PTA, and 
private community groups had 

been working on but just couldn’t 
seem to raise enough money to do 
it, Lunsford explained. So what 
the Foundation calls a “top off” 
grant was recently made in the 
amount of $7,500.

Many other grants were given 
just last year, including about 
$10,000 to Stepping Stones 
Farms- a place in Lithia that 
works with at-risk young girls- 
and $15,000 to the South Shore 
Symphony Orchestra.

The girls’ home used its money 
to buy a bus to transport students 
to events outside its campus and 
the Symphony will be using it to 
help with the costs of bringing 
symphony music to events.

“It has cost the members of the 
orchestra to put these things on, 
and this will give them a small 
stipend so we can all continue to 
enjoy their music,” Lunsford said.

To find out more about the 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Sun City Center call (813) 633-
6677; send grant applications 
to P.O. Box 5914 Sun City 
Center, FL 33571; or visit www.
cftampabay.org.

“There is money to help 
improve lives all over our area,” 
Lunsford said.   

Just because “Sun City Center” 
is in the name doesn’t mean the 
organization is strictly for that 
community’s benefit.

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Carol Cook, president of the Sun City Center Ceramic Club, shows 
the room where a grant will soon provide ventilation for ceramic 
kilns.

Grants for tax exempt groups Continued rom page 1 ■
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SCC senior expo targets con artists

Mitch traphagen File photo

By  ■ MITCh TRaphagEN
mitch@observernews.net

SUN CITY CENTER — 
According to the Federal Trade 
Commission, more than 25 
million Americans are victims 
of fraud each year. As the 
fastest growing segment of the 
population, and one often with 
considerable resources, seniors 
are rapidly becoming a prime 
target for fraud — and in always 
new and ever-changing ways. 
According to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, seniors are 
mostly likely to have a “nest 
egg” of funds, own their own 
homes and have excellent credit 
ratings, all things that make them 
attractive to con artists.

The FBI goes on to say that 
people who grew up in the 1930s, 
40s and 50s were generally raised 
to be polite and trusting — traits 
that are exploited by thieves and 
con artists who know that their 
victims, due to their upbringing, 
often have a hard time saying no 
or even simply hanging up the 
phone on someone.

While the FBI isn’t advocating 
a less polite posture among 
seniors, it is heavily invested and 
interested in helping seniors to be 
equipped to recognize possible 
scams and to avoid becoming the 
victims of crimes in which they 
could lose everything.

On Tuesday, February 28, 
the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office and Sun Towers 
Retirement Community will host 
the Senior Fraud Protection and 
Awareness Expo at the Borini 
Theater in the Kings Point 
Clubhouse. 

“This event is open to all 
seniors, not just the residents of 
Kings Point,” said Debbie Caneen 
of Sun Towers. 

The expo will consist of 15-

minute talks from experts ranging 
from special agents within the 
FBI, investigators from the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office, high-level administrators 
from state of Florida consumer 
protection agencies and attorneys 
from area law firms.

Each 15-minute session will 
focus on specific issues relating 
to senior fraud and crime — 
from insurance and financial 
scams to, appropriately enough, 
information about how to identify 
tax season scams and fraud. 
The sessions will also include 
recommendations for hiring in-
home caregivers and will provide 
specific resources for seniors to 
contact should they feel they have 
been a victim of fraud.

According to the FBI, seniors 

are reluctant to report such crimes 
not only out of embarrassment, 
but also because they often simply 
don’t know who to call for help. 
The senior fraud expo will help 
seniors on both counts. Help is 
available and it is frequently just a 
phone call away.

The 15-minute sessions will 
run from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 
will be followed by a light 
lunch. From 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., 
the morning’s experts will make 
time for individual questions and 
answers at all of the tables. It will 
be a rare and valuable opportunity 
for seniors to meet one-on-one 
with experts from county, state 
and federal agencies to ask 
questions and gain individualized 
information.

Sun City Center Community 

Sun City Center Community Resource Deputy Chris Girard will open 
the senior fraud expo on Feb. 28.  Officers from the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office, special agents from the FBI, and officials 
from state consumer protection agencies will be on hand to share 
information and take individual questions.

Resource Deputy Chris Girard 
will be on hand to open the expo. 
Deputy Girard, with an office 
at the Community Association 
building, is dedicated to fighting 
crime against seniors and to 
preventing seniors from becoming 
the victims of crime in the first 
place. He is the community’s full-
time resource for information and 
assistance.

The Senior Consumer Fraud 
Protection and Awareness Expo 
will take place on Tuesday, 
February 28 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Borini Theater at the Kings 
Point Clubhouse, 1900 Clubhouse 
Drive, Sun City Center. The event 
is open to all area seniors.

Adult spellers 
sought

The Community Church 
College 1501 La Jolla Avenue 
is sponsoring another Adult 
Spelling Bee as a fundraiser. 
This is an exciting evening filled 
with prizes, gifts for all the 
participants, refreshments, and 
an ongoing Silent Auction. 

Mark your calendar right now 
for 7 p.m. Friday, March 23 in the 
church Great Hall. Cost is $10. 
Organizers would be pleased to 
have you, your business, or your 
club sponsor a speller(s) at the 
cost of $100 each. If you have 
no one to participate, they will 
provide a speller for you.

The Bee is open to the public 
and everyone is invited. For more 
information 813-634-8607.
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Display ads ..................................... Fridays at 11 a.m.
Classified ads .................................... Fridays at 4 p.m.
Questions? 813-645-3111 or www.ObserverNews.net

Dr. Rehl provides 

Financial 
guidelines for 

widows
The Sun City Center branch 

of the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) will 
host a luncheon meeting begin ning 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 10 
in the Florida Room on the central 
campus. 

The guest speaker, Kathleen 
M. Rehl, PhD, CFP, is a leading 
authority on the subject of widows 
and financial planning. Kath-
leen’s world changed forever 
when her husband died in 2007. 
Her loss motivated Dr. Rehl to 
write, Moving Forward on Your 
Own: A Financial Guideline for 
Widows. The book has received 
several national book awards. This 
guidebook is a highly suitable gift 
for a widowed friend or relative.

Kathleen M. Rehl, PhD, CFP.

Today (Feb. 23) is International Dog 
Biscuit Appreciation Day. Celebrate by 

giving your dog a few dog biscuits.
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I was watching a movie about 
a bullfighter. The crowds were 
cheering and the bands were play-
ing as the lone man, dressed in a 
beautifully embroidered outfit, ag-
gravated a poor bull. He waved a 
cape at the bull and the bull would 
charge him. The bullfighter, of 
course, would dance deftly out of 
the way and the bull would come 
up empty. It seemed the longer this 
scenario went on, the madder the 
bull became at his nemesis, the 
bullfighter. The bull seemed to be 

tiring and getting more confused 
by the moment. The 
more angrily he react-
ed, the less effective 
he was. I think people 
are a lot like that bull. 
The madder they get, 
the less effective they 
are.

Are there aggra-
vating red capes in 
your life that, when 
waved, cause you to 
seeth with anger and charge wildly 

about? Unlike the bull, you have 
intellect; you can make 
choices. You can choose 
not to react. To do that, 
you must consciously 
acknowledge the things 
that make you mad. So 
when they pop up, you 
can consciously choose 
not to react to them. 
Make up your own list, 
but here are a few of the 
common red capes that 

cause many of us to react in a neg-
ative way.

Drivers who cut you off in 
 traffic

Music blasting out of car win-
dows (especially the kind we don’t 
like)

Store clerks who take a phone 
call and assist that person before 
they finish with you

Arriving on time for a medical 
appointment and having to wait

People who do not let you finish 
before they begin talking 

Being put on hold for long peri-
ods of time while the recorder re-
peats, “You are important to us.”

Sales clerks and other strangers 
who call you “dear” and “honey”

If the bull refused to react, there 
would be no fight. The same is true 
in most of life’s battles in which 
we become involved. In the bull’s 
case, the results will admittedly be 
the same—he will end up at the 
packing house either way. But you 
can change your results by control-
ling your emotions and acting with 
logic. For instance, being kept 
waiting for a medical appointment 
is one of my own pet peeves. I’ve 
had many conversations with re-
ceptionists and doctors about long 
waits and learned that  complain-
ing to them was like shoveling 
sand against the tide. Few medi-
cal practitioners will acknowledge 

Dealing with life’s little aggravations
your time is as valuable as theirs. 
I now attempt to get the first ap-
pointment in the morning or the 
first one after lunch. This prevents 
them from getting too far behind 
and me from having to wait too 
long. Do what you can to correct 
the situation and then relax.

When you see that red cape fly-
ing, start thinking stress reduction. 
Take a deep breath and take con-
trol of  your emotions. Instead of 
blurting out, “Put the phone down; 
I was here first.” Try smiling 
sweetly and saying in a pleasant 
tone, “I am sure that person would 
understand if you tell her you are 
assisting a customer.” I’ve done 
that several times. In one instance, 
the clerk apologized for not think-
ing about keeping me waiting. In 
cases like loud radios, there is not 
much you can do; but even here, a 
polite request can work miracles. 

Every time you go charging 
about, you put yourself in real 
jeopardy of raising your heart rate 
to such a point that you do real 
damage to your cardiovascular 
system. The choice is yours—re-
act or don’t react. But be sure it is 
a conscious choice or you are no 
smarter than the bull in the movie, 
and you will end up in much the 
same shape he will. Choice, not 
chance, makes the difference.

Hodges is a nationally recog-
nized speaker, trainer and syndi-
cated columnist. He also hosts an 
interview-format television pro-
gram, Spotlight on Government, 
on the Tampa Bay Community 
Network which airs Mondays at 
8 p.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. (Bright House channel 950, 
Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodg-
esvideos.com. Phone: 813-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com 
Website: www.billhodges.com”
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Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Every boater wants to do well 
at boating. Everyone wants to do 
‘docking’ well. Everyone wants 
to know how to tie lines well. Ev-
eryone wants to know what to do 
when being crossed by another 
boat. Find out how to do it well 
with the Coast Guard Auxiliary at 
Tampa Sailing Squadron on Apollo 
Beach Blvd. in Apollo Beach.

 “About Boating Safely” is a be-
ginner boating course that can save 
boater’s money, increase skill con-
fidence and make for relaxing and 
safe boating excursions.

Many boaters have one day’s 
experience…a hundred times over. 
They have not experienced the one 
situation yet that they are not pre-
pared for. As in many accidents, 
it was a situation they had not an-
ticipated. Sudden fog. A boat ap-
proaching at high speed. Throttle 
malfunction. A following sea. Sud-
den illness or falling overboard. A 
Safe Boating class gives a boater 
the basic tools to handle these un-
foreseen events by being both edu-
cated and prepared.

Topics include: types of boats, 

Tampa Sailing Squadron to 
offer encore safe boating class

boating law, boating safety equip-
ment, weather and tides, knots, 
docking, types of buoys, sound 
signals, trailering, leaving and re-
turning.

The seminars are held in man-
ageable segments of three hours 
each over a two week period.

The three consecutive sessions 
will be held on Thursday evenings 
March 8, 15, and 22 from 7-10 
p.m. overlooking the water at Tam-
pa Sailing Squadron.

The first two sessions are in-
structional and the third session for 
reviewing and testing.

This boating course will give you 
the knowledge needed to obtain a 
Florida Boating Safety Education 
I.D. Card. Many boat insurance 
companies will offer discounts to 
boaters who successfully complete 
About Boating Safely. More im-
portantly the course will make you 
a more knowledgeable and more 
confident boat operator. Cost is 
$40 and includes the ABS book and 
CD, a lifetime reference manual.

Call Guy Mandigo for reserva-
tions and information at 641-2488.
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RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

Enjoy MOSI’s February 
Special Events and Programs

The Museum of Science and Industry is a not-for-profit, community-
based institution and educational resource dedicated to advancing public 
interest, knowledge and understanding of science, industry and technol-
ogy. Located at 4801 East Fowler Ave. in Tampa, MOSI features edu-
cational and entertaining exhibits, activities and special events, and is 
home to Florida’s only IMAX® Dome Theatre and the new Sky Trail® 

Ropes Course. For more information about MOSI and upcoming activi-
ties, visit www.mosi.org or call (813) 987-6000.

MOSI Presents Development VRS Fundraising:
Learn About Creative Collaborations and

Grant-Worthy Projects at MOSI 
Thursday, Feb. 23 • 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Cost: $45 per person; $35 per MOSI member
Corporations, donors, foundations and governments encourage 

 collaboration. In this program, learn how to collaborate and why it is so 
important, and see creative examples of successful projects.

 
MOSI Presents Innovative Technological Infrastructures:

Tools, Talents, Toys & Teamwork
Friday, Feb. 24 • 10 a.m. to noon

Cost: $50 per person; $38 per MOSI member
 Preview and test some of the latest toys in the technology playground 

that will keep a business competitive, comprehensive and courageous!
 

Don’t Miss MOSI Innovators: 
Weekend Science Clubs for the Creative

Saturday, Feb. 25 • 10 a.m. to noon for ages 6-9
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for ages 10-13 • 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. for ages 14-17

Cost: $25 per person; $20 per MOSI member
Ordinary items around the house coupled with the baseline of percus-

sive technology and music engineering make an invention in sound, 
movement and rhythm. Specialized activities include Hub Cap Harmon-
ics, Pail Players Percussion, Newspaper Noise, and Basketball Baram-
bah. It’s all within the world of possibility in MOSI Innovators: Weekend 
Science Clubs For The Creative. Stay tuned each month for a new and 
exciting theme and age-appropriate programs.

 
MOSI Presents Physical Computing with the Arduino

Sunday, Feb. 26 • 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Age 14 and up • Cost: $136 per person; $102 per MOSI member

 Find out why Arduino boards are all the rage. Arduino is an open-
source microprocessor designed to empower artists, hobbyist and cre-
ators with the ability to build prototypes that interact with the real world 
in ways beyond what’s real. Work with the electronics and learn to write 
code. Program cost includes project kit. Registration is required.

For more information on any of these events, visit www.mosi.org or 
call (813) 987-6000.

American Sewing 
Guild to meet 

The Brandon/Eastbay Chapter 
of the American Sewing Guild 
will meet on Wednesday, March 
7 at the Brandon Recreation Cen-
ter located at 502 East Sadie St., 
Brandon.

Coffee will be served at 9:30 
a.m. with a business meeting with 
a demo at 10 a.m. Newcomers are 
always welcome. 

For more information, call 
 Darlene Youmans at 671-8852.

Eagles Set Their Weekly Activities
The Ruskin Eagles, FOE, located at 1205 1st St. S.W. has sched-

uled the following weekly activities.

All events and activities of the Eagles Club 
are supported by the members and members’ 
guests.

The FOE Aerie meet at 7 p.m. the 1st and 
3rd Thursday of the month. The Ladies’ Auxil-
iary meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thurs-
day. Eagle Riders meet the 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 23 -- Bar Games at 1 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 24 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 25 — Eagle Riders Event. Check at club for time and 
event. Music by Double Shot from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.     

Sunday, Feb. 26 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 27 — Bingo at 6 p.m.  

Tuesday, Feb. 28 — Come on down and socialize.

Wednesday, Feb. 29 — Wings and Things at 5 p.m. OH SO GOOD! 
Bar Games at 6 p.m.

For more information, call the club at 645-2922.       

Dance at Manatee 
RV Park

The Manatee RV Park will host a 
social dance from 7 to 10 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at the Park Hall, 
6302 U.S. Hwy. 41 S.

Music will be provided by “Lee 
and Char.” Bring your own re-
freshments, ice will be provided. 
There is a $4 per person donation. 
The public is invited.

For more information contact J. 
Sullivan at (813) 649-9150. Direc-
tions are 4 miles north of I-275 or 
7 miles south of Ruskin.

Kiwis meet for 
lunch

The Florida Gulf Coast Chapter 
of The Kiwi Club will meet at 
11:30 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25 at 
the Hanger Restaurant at the Albert 
Whitted Airport in St. Petersburg.

The Kiwi Club is a social and 
charitable organization for  former 
and current American Airlines 
flight attendants, including those 
flight attendants from airlines 
 purchased by or merged with 
American Airlines.

Members are urged to attend as 
well as prospective Kiwis as  details 
of the 60th anniversary cele bration 
will be discussed.

Members and guests are urged 
to make reservations with Sandra 
Andel at (813) 690-1359.

Buzbee-McGriff reunion planned
The Buzbee-McGriff reunion 

will be held from 3 to 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at the Ruskin 
Recreation Center, 901 6th St., 
Ruskin.  Dinner will begin at 4 
p.m.

Family and friends are invited 
to come and share food, fun and 
 fellowship. You are asked to bring 

your favorite covered dish along 
with recipes and memorabilia to 
share. 

The playground is available for 
the youngsters to play. The inside 
game room is not available.

For more information or ques-
tions, call Tracey Buzbee at 645-
0354 or Terri Buzbee at 645-3896.

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at
1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 

www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Wednesday 5-7 p.m.         ‘Best Spaghetti in Ruskin’
Every Thursday 5-7 p.m.         Wings
Every Friday 5-7 p.m.         Fish Fry (baked, beer batter 
   or fried) 
 7-11 p.m.       Live Music

Every Saturday          2 p.m.            Horseshoes

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, Feb. 17                 7-11 p.m.      Redneck Band
Saturday, Feb. 18             5-7 p.m.        Steak Dinner
                                        7-11 p.m.       Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, Feb. 24                 7-11 p.m.      Live Band
Saturday, Feb. 25             7-11 p.m.       Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, March 2               7-11 p.m.       Southern Tide
Saturday, March 3           7-11 p.m.       Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, March 9               7-11 p.m.       Calvin O
Saturday, March 10         5-7 p.m.         Steak Dinner
                                        7-11 p.m.       Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, March 16             7-11 p.m.       Live Band
Saturday, March 17         4-7 p.m.         St. Patricks Day 
                                                               Corned Beef Dinner
                                        7-11 p.m.       St. Patricks Day Party 
                                                               with Kim Mullins
Friday, March 23             7-11 p.m.       Del and Gary
Saturday, March 24         7-11 p.m.       Karaoke with Kim Mullins
Friday, March 30             7-11 p.m.       Shine On
Saturday, March 31         7-11 p.m.       Karaoke with Kim Mullins

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests

RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

Community plan or community scam? 
Dear Editor: We were told the Little Manatee South Community Plan 

was intended to be a long term vision to help guide future development 
of our community. The words ‘long term’ appears throughout the Plan 
and will go well beyond 2025, and maybe 2035.

We are now told that the taxpayers will be forced to spend $450,000 
in staff time and talent plus an additional $180,000 in private money to 
create a new experimental code to put into ‘Phase II’ of the Community 
Plan. It makes no sense and is a complete waste of taxpayer’s money to 
engage in such a costly exercise to plan for something that will not occur 
for decades.

Just think of what has changed in building and planning in the last two 
decades. The densities and allowable uses in the existing Plan already 
protect urban development from occurring in our rural community for 
the foreseeable future.

The County’s rush to move us into the implementation phase sure 
seems like a typical case of a bait and switch.

We trusted and thought we were adopting a long term plan, only to 
be told once it was adopted, that this same long term plan requires us to 
move immediately into the implement phase. An investigation is in or-
der because this fast tracking certainly raises many suspicions and many 
questions.

Why is Little Manatee South being implemented ahead of much of the 
other Community Planning that the County is doing? We are plan #21 of 
26 total plans.

Who is really going to make up the private end of this public-private 
partnership?

What special interest group has such an interest in the implementation 
of the new SMART CODE that they are willing to invest $180,000 of 
their own money to make sure it is in place?

I think we are better off without this new form of ‘County help’ if by 
enacting ‘Phase II’ of our Community Plan, we have unwittingly subject-
ed ourselves to being a beta test site for an unproven code for the benefit 
of a few large landowners. Doesn’t the County have a better place to use 
a half million dollars in this down economy?

Robert Mulholland, President Sundance HOA

Letter to the editor: Is there pride in 
serving in our 
military?

Congratulations to the following 
students who entered Voice of De-
mocracy Essay Contest sponsored 
by VFW Post 8108, along with 
their Men’s and Ladies’ Auxilia-
ries. The Voice of Democracy Es-
say Contest was open to students in 
grades 9th-12th. The theme of this 
year’s essay was ‘Is There Pride in 
Serving in Our Military?’

First place went to Randall 
Zak from Strawberry Crest High 
School in Dover. Randall received 
a Patriotic Jacket from the Presi-
dent of the Men’s Auxiliary, Dave 
Schenck along with a check in the 
amount of $300.

Second place went to Saman-
tha Odum from Newsome High 
School in Lithia. Samantha re-
ceived a check in the amount of 
$200.

Third place went to Mary Cain 
Clark from Newsome High School 
in Lithia. Mary received a check in 
the amount of $100.

The Voice of Democracy Essay 
Contest is sponsored each year by 
VFW Post 8108, Riverview. 

SUPPORT

OUR TROOPS!!
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HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Moffett oral Surgery
& Dental IMplant Center

Jeffrey V. Moffett, D.M.D., P.A.

Big Bend Professional Park
13136 Vail Ridge Drive - Riverview, FL 33579

813-677-3331
www.MoffettOralSurgery.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Most Insurance Accepted

Nitrous Oxide and I.V. Sedation Available

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~
ElEctrolysis

$40 per ½-hour
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Call for appt. 813-244-0341

• Experience • Reputation • Dependability

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
www.BratesAluminum.com

1544 27th Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
bratebuiltconstruction@yahoo.com
Brate Built Construction Inc. Lic. #CBC1250631

• SUNROOMS • SCREEN ROOMS

CASH DISCOUNTS!

SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

eBooks and eReaders
Thursday, Feb. 23 - 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.
Want to read eBooks? Don’t fret, help is on the way! Demonstration of 

the Overdrive Media Console and Adobe Digital Editions; learn how to 
check out & download eBooks to your PC or eReader.  Registration in 
person required no earlier than one hour prior to the start of the program. 
Presenter: Tampa Bay Library Consortium

No Fuss Foods: Take-Out Chinese at Home
Friday, Feb. 24 - 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Learn how to make delicious Chinese food at home with this fun cook-

ing demonstration. Free samples! Seating limit: 20. Register in advance 
at the Information Desk or call 273.3652. Presenter: Rowena Sjovall. 
Event is funded by the SouthShore Friends of the Library.

Internet: Safe Browsing and Malicious Software
Tuesday, Feb. 28 - 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.
Learn how to surf the Internet while avoiding common scams and pit-

falls that can compromise your security.  Learn about different types of 
malicious software, how they get on the personal computer, how to re-
move them, and precautions to take when using the internet. Registration 
is available one hour prior to the beginning of the program.

On-Line Genealogy
Tuesday, Feb. 28 - 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Begin your family history research using Ancestry Library Edition and 

Heritage Quest.
Word: Font and Page Formatting
Wednesday, Feb. 29 - 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.
Learn to create, save, print, and edit documents. Discover the basics 

font formatting, changing font type, size and color and page setup, mar-
gins, paper orientation. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recom-
mended. Registration is available one hour prior to the beginning of the 
program.

English Conversation Class
Wednesday, Feb. 29 - 1 to 2 p.m.
Adults (18 years or older) are invited to practice their English con-

versational skills with English speakers. No registration is requited to 
participate. Co-sponsored by the Hillsborough Literacy Council and the 
Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System. For more informa-
tion, contact the Hillsborough Literacy Council at 273.3650.

Mah Jongg Club
Wednesday, Feb. 29 - 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Enjoy an evening of the popular table game, Mah Jongg, featuring 

challenging play for experienced players and instruction for beginners. 
We will be using the American Rules. Spectators are welcome! Partici-
pants are asked to bring their own Mah Jongg set or card. Limited to 16 
players. Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 273.3652. 

SouthShore Needle People
Wednesday, Feb. 29 - 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 

about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome! 
Bring a project and ask us questions!

Cypress Creek Elementary February Terrific Kids 
Cypress Creek Elementary School is one of the schools that is sponsored by Sun City Kiwanis. Each month they 

provide recognition to the school’s “Terrific Kids.”
Julius Jones-Trevil, Sharlys Roblero, Victoria Velez, Joshua Gaskill, Jimmy Van Dyk, Gavyn Kushmer, Steven 

Rodriguez, Sienna Greene, Zeliyah Rivera, Madison McKeefer, Jalynna Morelock, Joe Fuentes, Jesus Antonio 
Prisciliano, Joshua Dias, Joseph Gonzalez, Mitchell Drain, Jaden Davis, Marisella Bello, Nundy Romero-Her-
nandez, Phillip Guerrero, Thanh Tran, Monica Chavero, Alyssa Perez, Cristian Bermudez Vega, Kade Ray, Jamal 
Roche, Benjamin Moreno, Malyssiana Lee, Christian Gellert, Monserrath Ventura-Aquino, Luis Morales, Victoria 
Fox, Jeanette Hilerio, Giovani Salas, Bryan Pinel, Michael Ezell, Robert Ezell, Breanna Torres, Diana Hilerio-
Gutierrez, Jesus Casas, Desyrae Hall, Lizbeth Arellano, Yaneli Escalante-Rosales, Kailynn Ramirez, Logan Ed-
ward Espinoza, Jessica Gomez, Milagros Feliciano, Jacob Silva, Maria Cortez, Ruby Coz, Savanah Santos, Emilio 
Murillo, Allison Walch-Duboff, Jose Chavez, Luis Cintron, Leyah Rodriguez, Isabelle Jordan, Yecenia Moct-
ezuma, Franchellys Guzman, Litzi Luna, Regan Smith, Noemi Zeferino, Alisa Golimbievsky, Mariah Gonzalez.

The SouthShore Professional 
Fishing Tournament is being 
planned for Thursday, May 10 and 
Saturday May 12 at The Resort and 
Club at Little Harbor, 611 Destiny 
Drive, Ruskin. Proceeds from the 
tournament will benefit charities 
serving the children of the South-
Shore Communities. These include 
the Rotary Club of South Shore– 
Ruskin Mentoring Program, The 
Y’s Camp Cristina, and the Rural 
Social Services Partnership. The 
tournament will include a chil-

SouthShore Professional Fishing 
Tournament

dren’s fishing activity from 3 - 5 
p.m. on May 10 followed by a gala 
dinner. On Saturday May 12 a pro-
fessionally run fishing tournament 
featuring SouthShore Captains will 
be held from 9 am to 3 pm. Details 
and registration forms are avail-
able at www.southshoreprofish.
com. Sponsorship opportunities are 
available. For more information on 
how you can participate check out 
the web site or leave a message at 
813-645-3732.
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FLORIDA REALTY

View thousands of Florida listings at www.PrudentialFloridaRealty.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sun. noon to 5 p.m.

2020 Clubhouse Drive • Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 642-1500

©2008. An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. Prudential is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing Opportunity

FLORIDA | HOME FINANCE GROUP
an affiliate of  WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE

FLORIDA | TITLE & GUARANTEE FLORIDA | HOME & GENERAL LINES INSURANCE

201 Bedford St D91 .......... $12,500
202 Bedford St C67 .......... $18,000
202 Bedford St C60 .......... $22,000
302 Andover Pl #152 ........ $26,500
1902 Dandridge St D6 ...... $29,900
1902 Dandridge St D3 ...... $29,900
2243 Grenadier #157 ......... $31,400
2242 Greenhaven Dr ......... $36,500
1904 Canterbury M30 ....... $39,900
401 De Grasse #9 .............. $41,500
2207 Canterburty Ln ......... $46,500
401 B Faraday Trl ............. $52,000
1908 Canterbury K10 ........ $52,900
2011 Heathfield Cr ............ $54,500
1908 Foxhunt Dr # A......... $58,900
1812 Foxhunt Dr #A ......... $59,900
2003 Hadrian Ct ................ $59,900
2030 HartlEbury Wy ......... $59,900
2520 Lancaster Dr ............. $64,900
2008 Nantucket Dr ............ $69,900

419 Gladestone Pl ............. $69,900
1614 Layton Ct  ................ $74,900
2413 Lancaster Dr ............. $75,000
2344 Gainsborough Lp ..... $78,500
2028 Hullhouse Dr ............ $78,900
2223 Ivan Ct ...................... $84,500
1008 McDaniel St ............. $86,900
1110 Radison Ave .............. $94,500
2153 Acadia Greens .......... $96,900
2606 Locksley St ............... $99,000
2024 Inverness Grns ......... $99,900
1118 New Winsor Lp ...... $103,500
2609 Newcomb Ct .......... $104,000
936 Villeroy Grns ............ $119,900
2024 Sifield Greens ......... $128,000
2423 Sifield Greens  ........ $129,900
2066 Inverness Grns ....... $133,500
1918 Acadia Greens ........ $134,500
2059 Inverness Grns ....... $134,900
1918 Inverness Grns ....... $139,900

330 Green Manor Dr ....... $100,000
1956 Wolf Laurel ............ $123,500
1604 N Pebble Beach  ..... $125,000
1802 Adrean Pl ................ $169,000
1053 Emerald Dunes  ...... $199,900
1303 Crystal Greens ........ $270,000

3302 River Estates  ......... $135,900
1134 Oxbow Rd .............. $147,000

406 Indian Meadow, 
Wimauma .......................... $89,000
401 Indian Meadow,
Wimauma ........................ $159,000

KINGS POINT KINGS POINT KINGS POINT SUN CITY CENTER

OTHER AREAS

OTHER AREAS

809 Manchester Wds ....... $149,900
1014 Chelsea Grns .......... $174,900
2430 Kensington  ............ $174,900
2016 Grantham Grns ....... $175,000
1947 Acadia Greens ........ $210,000
2289 Sifield Greens ......... $239,500

We Now 
Have a 
Rental 
Dept.

David J. Brate, owner of Brate 
Aluminum & Construction deliv-
ered donations from clients, em-
ployees and his family to LifeCare 
of SouthShore, Crisis Pregnancy 
Center. The donations were grate-
fully accepted by the Center Di-
rector, Lucinda Hodges. LifeCare 
Center is a Christ centered, non-
profit outreach ministry. Founded 
in Brandon in 1987, their newest 
outreach center located at 310 1st 
Street NE in Ruskin was opened in 
January 2012. Through compas-
sionate care, education, counsel-
ing, practical support, and com-
munity networking, they provide 
support to teens, women, couples 
and families who are facing the 

David Brate and Lucinda Hodges.

challenge of an unplanned preg-
nancy. Additionally, they offer 
hope and healing to those suffer-
ing from the heartbreak of a past 
abortion. The center relies on the 
community to support its ministry 
through the donation of supplies 
such as diapers and baby wipes 
and items for use by new mothers 
and infants, as well as financial 
support. People interested in mak-
ing a donation can contact the cen-
ter at 938-6024. The Brate family 
has been serving the construction 
and remodeling needs of the com-
munities of SouthShore for three 
generations. To schedule your 
free project estimate call 813-649-
1599.

Reddick Elementary Terrific Kid Winners
Terrific stands for- Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, Respectful, Responsible, Influential, Friendly, Impeccable and 

Caring. The following Reddick Elementary students were recognized for being just that: Mirellis Moreno, Ana-
bel Aguilera, Kayla Ibarra, Marbella Barrios, Filiberto Lopez Gabriel Ventura, Junior Velasco Juliza Pizarro, 
Angel Jiminez Scarlet Marcelo, Yecica Morales Guadalupe Vera, Jannely Avila Jamarcus Jones, Viviana Bravo 
Anthony Jose, Lacey Piarrot James Strickland, Jesus Cuevas William Jose, Eduardo Sanchez Chris Garcia, 
Adam Alcantara Melanie Caraballo, Jasmin Calixtro Sierra Tomei, Edwin Marquez Jose Orduno, Nadageki 
Chivis Luis Villalon, Isaac Hernandez Rogelio Rodriguez-Nunez, Harley Evans Silvino Riqueno, Adriana 
Duran-Malave Jesseyana Iverson, Neftali Gomez Viviana Centura-Gomez, Charles Fowler Jasmine Osorio. 

On March 24 the Hillsborough 
County Veterans Council and the 
Museum committee will be hold-
ing a joint ceremony starting at 11 
a.m. at the Hillsborough Veterans 
Memorial Park located at 3602 
U. S. Highway 301 N. Tampa, FL 
1/2 half mile south of the Florida 
Fairgrounds. This ceremony will 
honor all of those who have been 
awarded the Medal of Honor plus 
celebrate Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans Day. The ceremony will 
feature remarks from the keynote 
speaker, Major General David J. 
Scott , U. S. Air Force, Retired, 
former Deputy Director of Spe-

cial Operations Command’s Spe-
cial Operations, Florida Chapter 
President of Rolling Thunder, Jim 
(Moe) Moyer and will feature a 
display of Medal of Honor re-
cipients and Tuskegee Airman by 
renown artist and WWII veteran 
John Silva. Invited special guests 
representing the families of local 
Tuskegee Airman will also be in 
attendance.

 In addition there will be a POW/
MIA remembrance ceremony con-
ducted by Rolling Thunder, proc-
lamations read from the city of 
Tampa and Hillsborough County, 
a performance by the Last Patrol 

Ceremonty honors Vietnam Veterans

and the laying of a wreath remem-
bering the 58,230 lives that were 
lost during the Vietnam War. Fol-
lowing the ceremonies, the Rear 
Admiral LeRoy Collins Jr. Vet-
erans Museum will be open for 
touring. Complimentary refresh-
ments will be served and attendees 
are encouraged to provide picnic 
items to share.

Donations accepted by Crisis 
Pregnancy Center

Deadline Reminder
week prior to publication

News Releases .................Thursdays at 4 p.m.
Display ads ....................... Fridays at 11 a.m.
Classified ads ...................... Fridays at 4 p.m.

Questions? Call: 813-645-3111
or visit www.ObserverNews.net
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813-633-3065 • 1515 Sun City Center Plaza   

Missing?

We offer technologically advanced lens implants for cataract surgery 
patients, including Crystalens®, ReSTOR® and Toric™ which can 
improve vision near, far and in between!

Call 813-633-3065 for a consultation with Dr. Jeffrey Davis
to find out which lens implant is right for YOU!

Ask us how Lifestyle Lens Implants are helping many 
people enjoy clearer vision.

Don’t let cataracts hinder your lifestyle.

Jeffrey Davis, M.D.

Fellowship-trained Cornea 
Specialist, Lasik and 

Cataract Surgeon
YourEyeDoctors.com

What  are 
youMissing?

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 3/29/12

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

813.685.2939

FREE
Shuttle toFishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 3/8/12

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

I realized very early on in college 
that I could never major in finance. 
What caused that realization you 
may (but probably didn’t) ask?  
It’s because the basic philosophy 
driving finance is impossible.

From the finance perspective, 
growth is necessary for survival. 
And growth must continue 
indefinitely. That does not (and 
probably cannot) happen. Look 
at Woolworth’s, Sears or DEC 
Computer as examples. All were 
on top of the world at one time, 
leading an industry, thinking they 
were unstoppable. Yet they stopped, 
they fell and, in some cases, have 
disappeared. No company can 
grow forever. Things change, times 
change, people change — and a 
company that once made money 

by selling pre-cut houses shipped 
via railcar during the 1920s and 
30s is now struggling to survive. 
Walmart and Target 
came in and knocked 
Sears off the perch. 
Someday some new 
company will do the 
same thing to Walmart 
and Target.

Of course, the same 
could potentially be 
said for nations. These 
days there are frequent 
comparisons relating 
the Roman Empire to the United 
States. I’m not sure it works the 
same way for nations, though. At 
least it doesn’t have to. Businesses 
are focused on one thing:  making 
a profit. Once they find a way to 

do that, they milk it until there’s 
nothing left and then they look up 
to see that the world has changed 

around them and the 
money slows or simply 
stops coming in. Nations, 
however, are much more 
dynamic. There is no 
profit motive; there is 
just survival. Survival is a 
mighty strong motivator. 
Also, none of the leaders 
of the Roman Empire 
had to deal with election 
day. If the United States 

falls as the Romans did, there will 
be no one to blame for it but the 
electorate. That’s you and me, 
folks.

Take Florida as an example. 
Just a few years ago, the Tampa 

Bay area was leading the nation 
in job growth, and unemployment 
was so low that companies were 
concerned about the ability to fill 
positions while homebuilders put 
up houses around the clock to 
satisfy the demand. Today, Florida 
is frequently mentioned as one 
of a handful of poster children of 
economic malaise. Some “experts” 
are saying that the state may not 
come up for air until 2020 or later. 
(Of course those “experts” may 
have been the same people telling 
everyone to “buy now while you 
still can” during the housing 
bubble of a few years ago.)

Times do change and so do 
people, and ours is supposed to be 
a government of the people, after 
all. I am so sure of it that I can 
state this as fact:  the United States 
of America will not go the way of 
the Roman Empire. At least not 
now or anytime in the foreseeable 
future. When things start to slide 
in this country, Americans simply 
pick up the slack. This nation has 
reinvented itself so many times 
and has always risen and always 
improved — sometimes it’s just 
hard to see it while in the midst of 
the dark clouds.

But clearly not everyone has 
trouble seeing through dark clouds. 
People and businesses are quietly 
beginning to invest in Florida not 
just with optimistic words but 
also with money — real money. 
And I’m pretty certain that in this 
day and age, not many people 
joke about literally millions upon 
millions of dollars.

The nation’s largest development 
since the housing bust has 
broken ground recently in Apollo 
Beach. Along Shell Point Road 
in Ruskin, work has begun on 
another housing development. 
Yes, it is all happening in the 
midst of a foreclosure crisis, but 
housing developments don’t go 
up overnight and the foreclosure 
crisis won’t last forever.

Little Harbor Resort in Ruskin 
suffered during the housing bust 
with an array of companies involved 
in foreclosure, and bankruptcy, and 
who knows what else. Although 
still in a legal quagmire of sorts, 
the resort landed on its feet and has 
been running full or nearly full the 
past several weeks. The tourists 
enjoying the amenities of the resort 
(peace, quiet and beautiful sunsets 
over dinner are worth enjoying) 
don’t care about what happened 
during the housing bust. They are 
just happy to be enjoying beautiful 
Florida weather in February.

Word has been passed around 
that an entity has purchased 49 of 

the condos at the development and 
a group has purchased the marina 
within the resort with the intention 
of actually running a marina. 
Kevin Lesler, the dockmaster for 
the new Village Marina, is a good 
man and lives just down the road. 
Improvements to the marina are 
already underway — and it is 
certainly one of my favorite places 
to be.

It’s one thing to make happy 
talk while wearing rose-colored 
glasses, but it’s quite another thing 
to be throwing money down on the 
table. With a few million here and 
50 million there, real money says 
something quite different from 
what some “experts” are saying. 
Contrary to those “experts”, 
the pendulum is swinging in 
America, in Florida and in South 
Hillsborough and things are going 
to get better. Did anyone really 
believe that it wouldn’t?

That said, I don’t think many 
people would want a return to the 
madness that gripped us in the first 
half of the last decade — a time 
when armies of bulldozers were 
threatening every last tree and the 
little green space that is left here. 
We are still feeling the pain of the 
repercussions of that madness. 
But at the same time, it’s clear 
that some people — people smart 
enough to have millions of dollars 
at their disposal during a time when 
millions aren’t necessarily easy to 
come by — feel that the best is yet 
to come in this area. And more than 
just spouting platitudes of doom 
or euphoria, they are putting real 
money where their mouths are.

There are those who believe 
America will go the way of the 
Roman Empire, and perhaps 
that we have already become a 
second tier nation. Yes, we have 
challenges in this nation. Our 
infrastructure is crumbling and, in 
my opinion, we are not investing 
nearly enough in the education of 
the nation’s greatest resource — 
our children (or, as I like to think 
of them, the people who will grow 
up to pay into Social Security so 
I, too, can someday get back what 
I paid in). While at present there 
appear to be no good solutions, 
there is also no good end to the 
growing income disparity. We 
simply cannot survive as a nation 
of “haves” and “have-nots” from 
my perspective. So yes, we have 
serious challenges but there’s 
nothing new in that, we’ve always 
had serious challenges.

And there is also nothing new in 
that America remains the world’s 
economy, and, despite what you 

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

The pendulum swings

The pendulum is swinging in South Hillsborough. The new Village 
Marina, once part of Little Harbor Resort, has been purchased. Im-
provements to the facility are already underway.

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

See OBSERVATIONS, page 23
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Is Sedation Dentistry  
for you?

Learn how Sedation Dentistry is helping patients 
with the following:
• Extra Sensitive, Hard to Numb Teeth
• Fear, High Anxiety and Dental Phobia
• High Gag Reflex
• Embarrassment About Teeth
• Bad Past Dental Experiences
• Major Dental Work Needed

Don’t Miss Our FREE Seminar on Mini Implants, Sedation and Cosmetic Dentistry

Friday, March 9th • 1:00 p.m. (Mini Implant seminar)
 2:00 p.m. (Cosmetic Dentistry and Sedation Seminar)

Do you fear the dentist, but 
need dental work?

Look more youthful...
Feel more confident...

You Deserve It!
Your smile CAN reflect the 

brighter, more youthful 

YOU!
Don’t miss this free, informative seminar!

Cosmetic Dentistry

Seating is Limited.
Please Call For Reservations

813-634-3396

Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga
703 Del Webb Blvd. W • Suite B

Sun City Center, FL 33573
Visit our website:

www.suncitycenterdental.com
for more information

LIC# 6193
LIC# 9109
LIC# 11099
LIC# 15756
LIC# D1713809

LOOSE DENTURES?
Learn about the amazing new

MINI DENTAL IMPLANT SYSTEM
This is a one-step dental 
procedure that involves 
minimally invasive surgery, 
no sutures, nor the typical 
months of healing.

store sight. Skin grafts help burn 
patients heal and often mean the 
difference between life and death. 
And heart valves repair cardiac de-
fects and damage. 

How to Donate
If you would like to become a 

donor, there are several steps you 
should take to ensure your wishes 
are carried out, including:

Registering: Add your name to 
your state or regional organ and 
tissue donor registry. You can do 
this online at either donatelife.net 
or organdonor.gov. Both sites pro-
vide links to all state registries. If 
you don’t have Internet access, you 
can call your local organ procure-
ment organization and ask them to 
mail you a donor card, which you 
can fill out and return. To get the 
phone number of your local orga-
nization, call Donate Life America 
at 800-355-7427.

Identify yourself: Designate 
your decision to become an organ 
donor on your driver’s license, 
which you can do when you go in 
to renew it. If, however, you don’t 
drive anymore or if your renewal 
isn’t due for a while, consider get-
ting a state ID card – this also lets 
you indicate you want to be a do-
nor. You can get an ID card for a 
few dollars at your nearby driver’s 
license office. 

Tell your family: Even if you are 
a registered donor, in many states 
family members have the ultimate 
say whether your organs may be 
donated after you die. So clarify 
your wishes to your family. It’s 
also a good idea to tell your doc-
tors and include it in your advance 
directives. These are legal docu-
ments that include a living will 
and medical power of attorney that 
spell out your wishes regarding 
your end-of-life medical treatment 

Dear Savvy Senior
Is there an age limit on being an 

organ donor? At age 73, I’m inter-
ested in being a donor when I die, 
but am wondering if they would 
still want my organs. What can 
you tell me, and what do I need to 
do to sign up?

Willing But Old

Dear Willing,
There’s no defined cutoff age 

for being an organ donor. In fact, 
there are many people well up into 
their 80’s that donate. The deci-
sion to use your organs is based on 
health, not age, so don’t disqualify 
yourself prematurely. Let the doc-
tors decide at your time of death 
whether your organs and tissues 
are suitable for transplantation.

Donating Facts
In the United States alone, more 

than 112,000 people are on the 
waiting list for organ transplants. 
But because the demand is so 
much greater than the supply, those 
on the list routinely wait three to 
seven years for an organ, and more 
than 6,500 of them die each year. 

Organs that can be donated in-
clude the kidneys (which are in 
the greatest demand with more 
than 90,000 on the waiting list), 
liver, lungs, heart, pancreas and 
intestines. Tissue is also needed 
to replace bone, tendons and liga-
ments. Corneas are needed to re-

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

Organ Donation: You’re never too old
THE SAVVY SENIOR

when you can no longer make de-
cisions for yourself. If you don’t 
have an advance directive, go to 
caringinfo.org or call 800-658-
8898 where you can get free state-
specific forms with instructions to 
help you make one. 

For more information on organ 
and tissue donation and transplan-
tation, visit the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
Donate the Gift of Life website at 
organdonor.gov. Also see the Unit-
ed Network for Organ Sharing at 
unos.org, and transplantliving.org 
which offers information on being 
a living donor. 

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit Sav-
vySenior.org. Jim Miller is a con-
tributor to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy Senior” 
book.

A local mother-daughter team 
is spearheading the formation of 
a new group intended to bring fi-
nancial support to local charitable 
organizations.  Amber Watt, a for-
mer Development Director, from 
Riverview, and her mother, Ann 
Rand, early childhood educator, 
from Apollo Beach, are forming 
this new group called “100 Wom-
en Who Care.”

This group provides an avenue 
for women to join together to 
make a significant impact on local 
charities.  Members commit to at-
tending only 4 meetings per year, 
and they pledge to donate $100 to 
an elected charity at each meeting.  
The goal is to have 100 or more 
members, which would result in a 
lump sum of $10,000 for the chari-
table organization selected at each 
meeting. “The best part is that 
each person gives a little, and the 
winning charity receives a lot!” 
says Ann.

The concept is patterned after the 
original 100 Women Who Care, 
started in 2006 by Karen Dunigan, 
from Jackson, Michigan.  Because 
it is so simple and effective, the 
concept has been implemented in 

many communities throughout the 
country. Amber and Ann feel this 
is the time to breathe new life into 
local charities with 100 Women 
Who Care. “At a time when bud-
get cuts are prominent for many 
organizations, charities need sup-
port now more than ever, in order 
to continue offering their services 
and providing relief to our neigh-
bors in need,” says Amber. 

The first meeting of “100 Wom-
en Who Care” will be held on 
Tuesday, Feb. 28. They will meet 
at the MiraBay community club-
house located at 107 Manns Har-
bor Drive, in Apollo Beach.   

The meeting will start with a 
30-minute casual, informational 
session and is open to anyone in-
terested in learning more about 
this organization. Following the 
informational session, the first 
members’ only meeting will be 
conducted, where members will 
select the first charity to receive 
their support.

For more information call Am-
ber Watt at (813) 956-7839 or Ann 
Rand at (813) 641-3817 or email 
them at 100WWCSouthShore@
gmail.com.

Philanthropic mother and daughter 
seeking “100 Women Who Care”

Dear Editor: 
Mine is a letter of gratitude rath-

er than complaint. I would just like 
everyone who may need radiation 
for cancer to know about Tampa 
Bay Cancer Center. From the first 
day I was welcomed and informed 
in such a way that I felt comfort-
able and in good hands, Dr. Ryan 
Burri and his entire staff made a 
worrisome task of six and a half 
weeks of treatment, (everyday) 

into an event I looked forward to 
each day. The radiation techs, John 
and Vicki were a pair beyond com-
pare. Dr. Burri and his entire staff 
showed me there are people who 
still care enough to give their very 
best... everyday! 

My heartfelt thanks and admira-
tion,

Kaye Stroud
87 year-old cancer patient

Letter to the Editor

Free income tax 
preparation

Through April 15 AARP/IRS 
trained counselors will assist in 
the filing of taxes at the following 
locations.

Kings Point North Clubhouse
1900 Clubhouse Drive, SCC
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. or for an appoint-
ment call 642-1508.

United Community Church
1501 LaJolla Avenue, SCC
Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. or for an appointment call 
634-3502.

Ruskin Neighborhood Service 
Center

201 14th Ave. S.E., Ruskin
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Walk-ins only
Bring photo ID, SS card and last 

year’s Tax return (if available)

Business slow? Need to advertise?
Call The Observer News

813-645-3111 or visit www.observernews.net
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has been located in Sun City Center for  
11+ years and is only a phone call away

Call 634-6617
We accept most long-term 
care insurance policies.

References upon request.
Bonded • Licensed • Insured

All caregivers are background 
screened. You DO have choices.

How we can 
help you help 
yourself....
for as little as
2 hours to 24/7
Some of our many 
services include, but not 
limited to:

 Personal Grooming• 
 Meal Preparation• 
 Light Housekeeping• 
 Medication Set-ups and • 
Reminders
 Alzheimer Assistance• 
 Companions• 
 Grocery Shopping• 
 Private Duty In-Home or • 
Facility
 Doctors Appointments• 
 Injections• 
 Transportation For All Your • 
Needs
 Emergency Room Assistance• 

FREE in-home and private 
consultation to see how 

we can help you with your 
needs to be comfortable in 

your home. Lic #30211040 Georgana Collins, 
ADM

NEW SHOWROOM
Come see our...

NEW ADDRESS

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

720 4th St. SW
Ruskin, FL 33570
813-645-3529

www.KnoxAluminum.com
Ken Knox, Contractor • Lic. #RX0057641

Stop in for a 
FREE cup of 
coffee and 

cookies!
• Glass Rooms • Screen Rooms • Screen Fronts 
• Garage Screens • Pool Enclosures • Carports 
• Vinyl & Acrylic Windows • Roof Overs 
• Awnings • House Windows

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Registered Investment Advisor

Robyn Payant
President

Tom Payant
Chairman & CEO

We offer retirement planning and services tailored to
your individual needs since 1979

 • Retirement Planning • Investment Planning
• Investments • Life Insurance

• 401(k) Rollovers • IRA Accounts
• Wealth Protection

Visit our website at www.PayantFinancial.com
1653 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573

813-633-7333
Thomas A. Payant o�ers securities and insurance products through SagePoint Financial, Inc. and its a�liates, 

member FINRA/SIPC. Thomas A. Payant o�ers investment advisory services through Payant Financial Services, 
Inc., a registered investment advisor not a�liated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.

813-633-2636

Sun City
Dental Center

Open Mon.-Thurs.• 8:30-5:00

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., PA
New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

Offers expire 3/3/12. Coupons must be mentioned at time of schedul-
ing appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum fee charged. The 
patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to 
refuse pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other service, 
examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 
72 hrs. of responding to the advertisement for the fee service examina-
tion or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

10% Off
Full & Partial

Dentures
5110, 5120, 5213, 5214

Coupon Must Be Presented
At Time of Estimate

Voted #1 in Best of South Shore for 2010

727 Cortaro Dr. (Behind Burger King)

New Patient Full Mouth 
Series of X-Rays (0210) and 

Exam (0110) for $95 and 
receive a

$100 CREDIT toward 
your account for 
future treatment.
Coupon Must Be Presented

At Time of Estimate

We have had an unusual run of 
none other than octopus in our 
bay waters. Those catching this 
so-called ‘sea monster’ 
this week, did the 
wise thing, and cut off 
its tentacles for bait. 
There is always a lot of 
excitement when one 
hooks onto this fish. 

Octopus belong to the 
soft fish family. The 
Baird’s octopus is an 
average size of 3” with 
the largest 6”. It is not edible and 
it has eight arms. Most are usually 
found in water 75’ deep, some 
have migrated into the shallows of 
our bay waters.

Our fishing blitz has been 
somewhat perplexing this past 
week, as one day is a warm 80º 
perfect for all catches, and then a 
sudden change to drop off to 40º. 
The fish come out of their hiding 
spots and then retreat to protective 
covering.

Another unusual factor in 
this changeable weather is king 
mackerel show up in our bay 
waters around Easter, but not this 
year.Since our spring weather 
has  started in February, they are 
 already in our bay waterways. 
Kings must be 24” for legal and 2 
per harvest per day. A good food 
fish; fun and  exciting to catch.

Redfish are on the run, keeping 
up with schools of mullet. The 
 afternoons are the best time to fish 
for the reds. As the water warms 
up they start to move. Your legal 
catch is not less than 18” or more 
than 27” and one per person per 
day. 

Triggerfish are abundant around 
our water ways this week. Most 
have been caught around deeper 
reefs. They are a lazy, snoozing 
fish with a small mouth which 
makes them difficult to catch. Use 
a small piece of shrimp and put on 
a minnow hook and try your luck. 

If fishing the bay waters this 
week, you might hook onto a 
hogfish. They belong to the 
threadfish family. They are a small 
fish with average weight of 2 
pounds. You will find them eating 
on the bottom, mostly shellfish, 
but will take any kind of bait. They 

Pompanos are showing up this week
have three spider-like streamers on 
top. 

Pompanos are showing up 
this week. They look 
like their  cousins, the 
crevalle jacks, but are 
 altogether different in 
food value. Crevalle 
jacks have the poorest 
food value with the 
pompano rated as 
excellent. Some are 
caught with a slow drop 
lure, while others use 

small live bait. Two pounds is the 
average size, must measure 11” 
and 6 per person per harvest. They 
are silver and pale blue above and 
gold in color on belly.

If you are fishing in a quiet un-
occupied part of the bay you might 
hear a grunting sound. This more 
than likely is the white grunt. They 
are a small fish, but can be heard 
loud and clear. The white grunt’s 
average weight is one pound. 
There seems to be no restrictions 
on your catch.

This is the week for fish we don’t 
see caught daily. The sharp tailed 
eel has been on the end of some 
anglers’ lines this week. It has two 
rows of round spots. May be fun to 
catch, but best to release them or 
cut them up for bait.

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

When the tide is low, it will 
 reveal the hiding spots for the 
spotted seatrout and often a redfish 
or snook. Be quiet when you see 
them, as they will spook easily and 
swim away.

Freshwater fishing has been tops 
this week. Freshwater catfish is 
gracing many tables with onion 
hush puppies. Some anglers have 
been fishing the upper fresh waters 
of the rivers and enjoying great 
catches. I saw largemouth bass, 
which came from the upper waters 
of the Little Manatee.

If you’re too busy to go fishing, 
you’re just too busy!

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a member 
of Florida Outdoor Press.

FISH TALES

Sandra Murman 
accepts honorary 
chair

Commissioner Sandra Murman, 
Commissioner, District 1, Hills-
borough County Board of County 
Commissioners has accepted the 
post a honorary chair of the The 
SouthShore Professional Fishing 
Tournament scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 10 and Saturday, May 
12. The tournament will be held at 
The Resort and Club at Little Har-
bor, 611 Destiny Drive, Ruskin. 
Proceeds from the tournament will 
benefit charities serving the chil-
dren of the SouthShore Communi-
ties. These include the Rotary Club 
of South Shore – Ruskin Mentor-
ing Program, The Y’s Camp Cris-
tina, and the Rural Social Services 
Partnership. The tournament will 
include a children’s fishing activ-
ity from 3 - 5 pm on May 10 fol-
lowed by a gala dinner. On Sat-
urday May 12 a professionally 
run fishing tournament featuring 
SouthShore Captains will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Details and 
registration forms are available 
at www.southshoreprofish.com. 
Sponsorship opportunities are 
available. For more information 
on how you can participate check 
out the website or leave a message 
at 813-645-3732.

Consumer fraud is 
topic

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, Feb. 28 the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office and Sun 
Towers retirement and rehabilita-
tion community present Senior 
Consumer Fraud Protection and 
Awareness Expo. The event will 
take place at the Boroni Theater 
in the Kings Point Clubhouse on 
1904 Clubhouse Drive, Sun City 
Center. All seniors welcome not 
just KP residents. For more infor-
mation call 813-642-8990.

Maschek returns 
to Thrift Cottage
Aleta Jonie Maschek will be 

the guest speaker for Parrish 
United Methodist Church Thrift 
Cottage’s annual Appreciation 
luncheon at 1 p.m. on Sunday, 
Feb. 26 at DaySpring Confer-
ence Center in Parrish.

Maschek covered the opening 
day for The Observer News in 
1963 when the Thrift Cottage 
first opened.

Manatee 
Genealogical 
Society to meet

Manatee Genealogical Society 
will meet at the Manatee County 
Central Library, 1301 Barcarrota 
Blvd. W, Bradenton, from 9:30 
a.m. - noon March 6. Featured is 
George Morgan, Certified Genealo-
gist, University of South Florida, 
Tampa in a presentation titled “The 
Genealogist as CSI (Crime Scene 
Investigations).” The Computer 
Special Interest Group will explore 
the Archive Grid for genealogi-
cal research.  Use the entrance on 
2nd Avenue between 13th and 14th 
streets. http://www.rootsweb.ances-
try.com/~flmgs/

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

eBooks: Introduction • Feb. 23 • 3 p.m.
Learn what hardware and software is required to download eBooks 

from our library. FallTech!
Windows-7: Control Panel, Files and CDs • Feb. 17 • 3 p.m.
Learn what can be done through the Control Panel, how to install and 

remove software, and run a disk cleanup.

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

See the current issues of  “The 
Observer News” as well as past 

issues, classified advertising, 
advertising information, and 

much more!

www.ObserverNews.Net
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Canadian Meds 
South

PAYING FULL 
PRICE FOR MEDS?

GENERICS such as
Lipitor, Plavix, Viagra, etc.

Available through Canada
    Canadian Meds South
813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

Behind the Radiant Gas Station
APOLLO BEACH

Point Main Clubhouse, 
Tues. & Thurs. 10-2

THE 2011

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$38................before noon
$30...................after noon
$20...................after 3 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 2/29/12

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers & 

Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

Live Music Every
Wednesday and Saturday

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm

NOW OPEN Sunday 11-6 pm
for Lunch and NFL Direct TV 

Sunday Ticket
www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

813-633-7333
Fax 813-633-6420

Tax Preparation
Call today for your appointment

and receive your FREE Tax 
Organizer

Tax Preparation
Call today for your appointment

and receive your FREE Tax 
Organizer

Tax Services, Inc.

• Electronic 
 Filing 
 No Charge
• Donna Petersen, CPA (39 yrs exp.)

• Great Rates
Located in the Payant Financial Plaza

1653 Sun City Center Plaza, SCC, FL 33573

Goodson
Strawberry

Market
• STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE

• MILKSHAKES
• SANDWICHES

• FRESH VEGETABLES

OVER 50 VENDORS

On the corner of 

Brought to you by Forward Thinking Campaign. For more info call 813-732-5338

This
Sunday,
Feb. 26

10 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Community
& Farmers’ 

Market

This

“Expect a great performance in 
an unexpected place…the bays of 
a fire house!” said Sandy Council, 
RCDF president and chairperson 
of the Firehouse Cultural Center 
Advisory Board.

“Faulkner was highly 
recommended by area arts 
professionals who had seen him 
perform and interact in different 
settings with audiences of 
different ages,” said well-known 
area artist Dolores Coe. “The 
group considered a small number 
of artists who were suggested 
because of both the quality of 
their professional work and their 
ability and openness to interact 
with the community: teach, 
mentor or share in some way what 
they do. We thought a performer 
with his international background; 
the range of traditions, skills 
and approaches he draws on; his 
experience and interest in sharing 
skills and creative processes 
would be great.”

Faulkner is a performance artist 
offering a program designed for 
the whole family, ranging from 
mime to shadowgraphs. Through 
performances around the world, 
he is known as an artist magician 
and as a man of a thousand 
faces. At the Firehouse Cultural 
Center, his residency will offer 
participants the opportunity to 
learn from and work closely 
with the artist — an opportunity 
limited only by your imagination.

“First, we hope people 
will enjoy and be intrigued 
by Faulkner’s professional 
performance,” Coe continued. 
“His very contemporary 
performance based on traditional 
forms and illusion is unique and 
highly imaginative.”

Faulkner will conduct 
workshops beginning next week. 
The first workshop, entitled 
“Story Telling and Story Theater” 
takes place on Feb. 27 and 29 and 
is designed for adults and seniors. 

The second workshop takes 
place during after-school hours on 
Feb. 27 and 29 and is designed for 
both adults and children and adult 
teams. It is entitled “Light Theatre 
and Shadow Play.”

The third workshop, entitled 
“Theater, Mime, Mask and 
Improvisation,” has two parts, 
the first of which carries a 
$5 materials fee. Organizers 
recommend that attendees 
“dress for a mess.” There are 
three available sessions for this 
workshop, all taking place on Feb. 
28 and Mar. 1.

On Wednesday, February 29, 
at 7 p.m., Faulkner will host an 
“artist’s talk” and discussion 
session that is free and open to 
the public. The discussion will be 
held in the artist’s studio.

“We hope that the residency 
experience allows audiences and 
participants to get an up-close 
sense of the creative process at 
work,” Coe said. “It will be an 
opportunity to observe, work with 
and learn from a master performer 
in a very relaxed, informal 
atmosphere. As a performer 
Faulkner is working with tools 
we all mostly have —voice, 
body, shadow, movement, story, 
tradition — so the workshops 
allow all to jump in wherever 
you are. It’s a great time for 
beginners to try something new 
and gain confidence. It’s a real 
opportunity for young performers 
or for classes and groups to meet 
and have access to him. We invite 
educators, as well as experienced 
and professional performers, 
artists and writers to participate 
or join in where they can to work 
with Leland to experience his 
approach to creative performance 
and working with groups.”

Although work continues on 
converting the Hillsborough 
County fire station into a regional 
cultural center, organizers do not 
expect work to hamper the Artist-

in-Residency program. According 
to Sandy Council, much of the 
work on the new facility is related 
to compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
standards and it is expected to be 
fully completed by May.

“The Tampa Bay area as a 
whole will benefit [from the 
new cultural center], but more 
specifically the families from 
the local area that can’t regularly 
travel to the larger institutions 
like the Straz Center or the other 
centers that are too far away [will 
benefit],” said Firehouse Cultural 
Center director Deon Blackwell. 
“We are offering quality events 
and programs for the people of 
this region. Close to home, close 
to the arts.”

This week will begin what can 
only be described as an exciting 
future for the Firehouse Cultural 
Center. Faulkner’s residency is 
merely opening the large bay 
doors of the firehouse to the entire 
region.

“The idea behind the 
Residency Program is to bring 
to the area significant artists, 
writers and performers from 
different disciplines to stay for 
an extended time, share their 
professional work and interact in 
some interesting and meaningful 
ways with the community” Coe 
said. “The plan is to develop 
the program into three or four 
seasonal residencies that last 
between one and four weeks, each 
with a different focus and guest. 
Under discussion for next fall and 
winter, for example, is hosting a 
Florida Writer-In-Residence, or 
Spoken Word Poet/Performer, a 
Photography or Filmmaker-In-
Residence.”

According to Coe, full-time 
programming at the Firehouse 
will begin this summer  and will 
be a time earmarked for young 
people during the summer school 
break. Plans are in the works 
for weeklong themed camps 

and classes for teens and young 
school-age children, as well as 
special programs for families and 
pre-schoolers.

Already on the schedule is 
Boston puppet artist Sara Peattie 
as an Artist-in-Residence in 
July. Peattie will conduct “Giant 
Puppet Construction” workshops 
to create a public event with 
workshop participants.

“That will be an extraordinary 
experience and a great, fun, 
summer spectacle. She will also 
be doing a workshop session for 
educators at the Firehouse,” Coe 
said.

It all begins on Saturday with an 
inaugural opening performance 
by world-renowned artist Leland 
Faulkner. Faulkner and the many 
supporters and volunteers at the 
Firehouse Cultural Center invite 
everyone in through the bay doors 
of what was once a fire station to 

Faulkner, an artist who has appeared around the world, during a 
performance.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE FIREHOUSE CULTURAL CENTER

Firehouse Cultural Center
Continued from page 1 ■

have a close, personal and even 
one-on-one encounter with the 
arts in ways that may well be life 
changing.

Faulkner will close out his 
residency on March 2 with a final 
performance that will include 
workshop participants, a talkback 
and sharing session, and a post-
workshop celebration.

“The final Friday evening 
participants have the opportunity 
to perform together with Leland 
in a finale performance and 
celebration. It will be a fun and 
engaging experience in creating 
and performing with him,” Coe 
said.

Come to the Firehouse Cultural 
Center on Saturday evening to 
watch the enormous bay doors 
rise on a new era in South County 
arts and entertainment and prepare 
to lose yourself, for a short while 
at least, in the magic of an artist.

Tickets for the opening 
performance are $10 for adults 
and $5 for children. The doors 
will open at 6:30 p.m. and 
seating is limited. For a complete 
schedule of events during 
Faulkner’s Artist-in-Residency 
program, visit the Firehouse 
Cultural Center on the web at 
www.firehouseculturalcenter.org.

The Firehouse Cultural Center 
Winter Residency with Leland 
Faulkner is sponsored by the 
Southshore Arts Council, Target 
Stores and Walmart.  Residency 
accommodations are sponsored 
by the Mary & Martha House.



SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
February 23-29

Teen Night: Game Zone
Thursday, Feb. 23 • 5 to 7 p.m.

For middle and high school students. Get in the zone and 
join your friends for some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo 
Wii with games such as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers 

Brawl and more! Event is funded by the Friends of the 
SouthShore Regional Library.

Family Story Time
Thursday, Feb. 23 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver make reading time family time. Stories, 
action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this 

fun 30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children may 
wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy.

Baby Time
Monday, Feb. 27 • 1:35 to 1:55 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 28 • 11:35 to 11:55 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 29 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers. Early literacy 
 begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 

and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces early 
literacy skills and encourages language development. 

Mad Science
Monday, Feb. 27 • 7 to 7:40 p.m.

For children in grades K-5. Join them for the fun science program all 
about amazing chemical reactions, special effects, and fantastic forces. 

This highly interactive event instills a clear understanding of what 
science is really about and how it affects the world around us. Event is 

funded by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

Toddler Time
Tuesday, Feb. 28 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 29 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers stories,  
fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 

20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills 
and encourages reading readiness. 

Story Time
Tuesday, Feb. 28 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 29 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 

songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages 

reading readiness and social interaction. 
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Apollo Beach Elementary recognizes 
students of the month

The following students at Apollo Beach Elementary were  recognized as 
“Student of the Month.” David Amshel, Raquel Amshel, Kelsy  Arteaga, 
Sydney Baksa, Elise Boudreau, Mikayla Canterbury, Gabriel Creasy, 
Kristina Driggers, Michael Espinal, Jake Foster, Max Gardner, Abby 
Gerding, Avery Gerding, Angelica Grimaldo, Gavin Henley,  Lindsay 
Ise, Alyssa Jones, Naia Kilcoyne, Kayleigh Miley, Alexis Orozco, Bailey 
Palmer, Brianna Parrino, McKinney Parsons, Makenzie Rees, Hannah 
Seibert, Olivia Smoak, Riley Sorge, Christian Stibich, Elizabeth Sutton, 
Clayton Warner, Olivia Wilson, Savana Woods. Patrol of the Month: 
Ashley Sanchez. 

photo by Helen Barnwell

Florida Friendly Family Festival invites 
all to learn about conservation

The Florida Friendly Family Festival will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 3 at the Manatee County Fairgrounds, 1303 17th 
Street W., Palmetto. The festival will feature a variety of fun activities, 
eco-workshops and entertainment that appeals to children of all ages and 
will offer a wide array of interactive demonstrations, ideas, workshops 
and exhibits to highlight our environment and show ways that families 
can conserve in and around their homes.

The Master Gardeners will demonstrate recycling with a “Trash to 
Treasures” sale and will be selling plants as well. Admission is free. The 
Manatee County Utilities Department will be hosting a shower head 
 exchange. Bring your old shower head to exchange for a new water con-
serving model. For more information, call (941) 722-4524.

Photos taken at last year’s Florida Friendly Family Festival.

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 
and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday each month. 

Thursday, Feb. 23 — Bar Bingo 
at 6 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 24 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by Sunset from 
7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 25 —  District 
Meeting 8108 at noon. Turkey Shoot 
at 1 p.m. Steak Dinner from 4:30 
to 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 26 — Fire in the 
Hole from 1 to 4 p.m. Music by Bert 
& Sassy at 5:30 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 27 — Open.
Tuesday, Feb. 28— Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 

open from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 29 — Open.

FCAT Boot Camp 
scheduled

Shields Middle School students 
‘Club 212’ has organized Saturday 
FCAT boot camp sessions from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on March 
3, 24, and 31, April 14 at Shields 
Middle School, 15732 Beth 
Shields Way, Ruskin.

Challenge, motivate, and support 
all students as they prepare for the 
FCAT.

Each session will focus on two 
subject areas using active, collab-
orative learning labs, as follows.

• Feb. 25 -- writing
• March 3 -- reading and science
• March 24 -- math and science
• March 31 -- reading and math
• April 14 -- test taking skills
Refreshments and prizes will 

be provided. Club 212’s name 
is  derived from a theme Shields 
Middle School had a few years ago 
about going the extra degree in all 
you do (i.e. at 212º water boils and 
at 213º change happens).

For more information, call 
 Stephen P. Hegarty or Linda E. 
Cobbe in the office of communi-
cations 272-4060 or 272-4602.

Ballet scholarship 
up for grabs

Brandon Ballet is pleased to be 
able to offer a scholarship, to a 
 selected serious ballet student(s) 
ages 13-18, of up to $500 on 
 behalf of the late Richard Munro, 
beloved choreographer and coach 
of the Brandon Ballet.

Winners are chosen by a guest 
judge. The awarded monies are 
used to offset the cost of any 2012 
summer intensive of the recipi-
ent’s choosing. 

Auditions will be held on Sat-
urday, March 3, with time TBA. 
 Audition fee is $25 per dancer.

Ages 13-18 only and winner 
must not have won in a previous 
year.

For more information, visit 
www.brandonballet.org or call 
(813) 684-4282.

IN UNIFORM DANIELLE PAPPAS
Navy Seaman Recruit Danielle N. Pappas, daughter of Renette M. and 

Marcus G. Pappas of Apollo Beach, FL, recently completed U.S. Navy 
basic training at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, IL. 

During the eight-week program, Pappas completed a variety of train-
ing which included classroom study and practical instruction on naval 
customs, first aid, firefighting, water safety and survival, and shipboard 
and aircraft safety. An emphasis was also placed on physical fitness. 

The capstone event of boot camp is “Battle Stations.” This exercise 
gives recruits the skills and confidence they need to succeed in the fleet. 
“Battle Stations” is  designed to galvanize the  basic warrior attributes of 
sacrifice, dedication, teamwork and endurance in each recruit through the 
practical  application of basic Navy skills and the core values of  Honor, 
Courage and Commitment. Its distinctly ‘’Navy’’ flavor was  designed to 
take into account what it means to be a Sailor.   

Pappas is a 2011 graduate of East Bay High School of Gibsonton, FL.

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

Preschool and kindergarten 
registration open 

Registration is now open for the Preschool and Kindergarten located at 
First United Methodist Church of Brandon, which has featured quality 
teachers and smaller class sizes since 1967. Past students are now send-
ing their own children. If your child or grandchild will be 3, 4 or 5 years 
old before September 1st, you are invited to register for our part time 
or full time classes, which meet Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
noon. They also offer a 4-year-old VPK program. 

The Preschool and Kindergarten at First United Methodist Church of 
Brandon is located just north of S.R. 60 (Brandon Blvd.), at 120 North 
Knights Avenue, between Kings and Parsons.

For more information, call (813) 689-9482, visit www.fumcbrandon.
org or email the school’s Director of 30+ years, Susan Pardue, at pre-
school@fumcbrandon.org.

SUPPORT
OUR 

TROOPS!!

Hillsborough County’s Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
 Department is looking for adults 
50+ years old to compete in a 
5-on-5 Full Court Adult Basketball 
League at All Peoples Life Center, 
6105 E. Sligh Ave. in Tampa. The 
games will be played from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Tuesdays from March-

55+ basketball league forming 

May.
Registration will be from 10 

a.m. to noon on Tuesday, March 
6. A $10 registration fee includes 
 trophies for the winning team.

For more information, call Joe 
Soletti, Hillsborough County Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation at 
(813) 744-5871.



• Have a recent past due or final 
notice energy bill.

Additional requirements may be 
necessary for eligibility determina-
tion. Applicants will be informed 
of these requirements at the time 
of application.

How To Apply
• Applications are accepted at a 

local Neighborhood Service Cen-
ter.

• Proof of income for all house-
hold members for the last 30 days. 
This proof can be a pay check stub, 
employer letter, public assistance 
check, Supplementary Security In-
come check, unemployment check 
or a pension check stub.

• Proof of home energy obliga-
tion or electric bill.

• Picture identification.
• Proof of Hillsborough County 

residency, such as:  valid driver’s 
license with current address, a let-
ter from your landlord or mortgage 
company, voter’s registration card, 
etc.

Residents can apply at their local 
Neighborhood Service Centers

• Lee Davis Neighborhood Ser-
vice Center, 3402 N. 22nd St. in 
Tampa, (813) 272-5220

Hillsborough County’s Emer-
gency Home Energy Assistance 
Program (EHEAP) is a federally-
funded program offered by the 
Department of Family and Aging 
Services. For more information 
contact one of the above neighbor-
hood service centers or call 813-
272-6770.
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Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.
603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement & 

Door Inserts
• Sliding Glass Doors
• Broken Window Repair
• Window Screen & Soft 

Vinyl Replacement
• Hurricane Shutters

ASK ABOUT OUR CATERING

813-634-7521
1507 Sun City Center Plaza

Now Delivering in the 
Sun City Center area

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Minimum Order $30

Family Italian Restaurant

“May all who enter as guests, leave as friends.”

Monday Special

Tuesday

Thursday

Every Day Special

Wednesday

Early Bird Special

$10 $5
1/2
OFF

All You Can 
Eat Spaghetti 
& Meatballs

LUNCH SPECIAL
6” Subs, Chips and 

Drink

Buy 1 Entree, Get 
2nd Entree of 
equal or lesser 

value....

LIVE ENTERTANMENT with

Cyndi Burger
call us about entertainment on other 

nights

FREE
Complimentary Glass of 

Wine

$795Mon.-Sat. • 2- 4 p.m.

ALL PASTA 
ENTREES

WHERE IS FLO?

To serve you better, Flo and the Flo 
Vachon Team of Realtors have moved 
to a new professional home at Keller 
Williams Realty South Shore.
 
Same great team, unsurpassed service 
and attention to detail…as always!
 
Flo’s new offi ce is located in the heart 
of Sun City Center, the plaza shopping 
center closest to the post offi ce.

Come by car, golf cart or even on foot.
 
The Flo Vachon Team invites you to stop 
by and say hello.
 
Because, for real estate success, 
everyone knows… there’s only one way 
to go…. and that’s with Flo.

Flo donates a portion of every sale to Feline Folks and C.A.R.E.

813-500-0529
FloVachon.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each offi ce is Independently 
Owned & Operated

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week

C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

Chico
Chico is a very friendly boy 

who is partially black with a lot of 
white who would like to find a for-
ever home. It’s believed he is the 
brother of Scoppy although they 
arrived at C.A.R.E. at different 
times. Like his bro, Chico is a very 
sweet dispositioned cat. Wouldn’t 
it be great if some loving person 
would take home this band of 
brothers? Chico will be neutered. 
He is up-to-date on his shots and 
as part of his adoption will be mi-
cro chipped. Visit Chico and take 
him to his forever home.

Est. DOB: 5/02/2011

Poppi
Poppi is a handsome Chihuahua. 

He and his daughter were relin-
quished to the shelter due to no 
fault of their own. Poppi is a smart 
and sweet boy. He likes to explore 
the play yard as well as pop up 
into your lap for some cuddle time. 
Poppi is a perfect size for someone 
who doesn’t have a lot of room for 
a big boy. Poppi also walks fine on 
a leash and is eager to please. He 
just needs someone to scoop him 
up and give him a forever home. 
Visit C.A.R.E. and meet Poppi to-
day! As part of his adoption, Poppi 
will be neutered, microchipped, 
and brought current on his shots.

DOB: January 2, 2010

Hillsborough County’s Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
(EHEAP) has funds immediately 
available to assist senior citizens 
with payments of their delinquent 
electric bills.  Applications and 
qualification requirements must be 
submitted by March 31 at a Neigh-
borhood Service Center.

Households may qualify if they 
meet the following criteria:

• Have a total household gross 
income below 150 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Guidelines;

• Have at least one member that 
is 60 years or older;

• Reside in Hillsborough Coun-
ty;

• Are a U.S. Citizen, qualified 
alien or permanent resident of the 
U.S; and

Emergency electric bill payment assistance for seniors is 
now available
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Sun Hill 
Optical

Sun Hill 
Optical

Sun Hill 
Optical

McDonald’s Hess 
Station

Hess Station

Publix Post Office Dollar 
General

Sav- A- Lot

HWY. 60 Boyette Rd. S.R. 674

V
al

ri
co

 R
d.

VALRICO
(813) 653-2244

RIVERVIEW
(813) 672-8100

SUN CITY CENTER
(813) 634-6344

Sun Hill Optical

2 Complete Pairs
of Eyeglasses

Some restrictions apply. Most prescriptions.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 3/8/12 CR39 Not valid with any other offer exp. 3/8/12 CR39

Not valid with any other offer. 
Clear. exp. 3/8/12 CR39

CONTACTS Progressive
No-Line Bifocalsmonth supply 

starter kit with 
exam7 $99$149

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee, examination or treatment

INSURANCES ACCEPTED: 
United Healthcare, EyeMed, VBA, 
Spectra, Humana, Freedom, VCP, 
Advantica, Optimum, Davis Vision 

and many more

Vision insurance for employees of Hillsborough County, 
Media General, Publix, Citigroup, Verizon, FedEX, 

Ford, and many more.

THE 2010M
cM

ul
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n 
Rd

.

SC
C 

Pl
az

a

PLAZA

Some restrictions apply.
Some restrictions apply.

7 $99$149

 Expires 3/8/12

$99$99

with rebate

CALL DAYLIGHT CONCEPTS TODAY!
(813) 886-5500 | www.DaylightConcepts.com

*Cannot be combined with other offers. Call for details. Voucher amount may vary. Lic.#CCC1328258

YOU’VE NEVER SEEN THE SUN
LIKE THIS BEFORE.LIKE THIS BEFORE.

GET A FREE DESIGN VOUCHER*

FOR UP TO $50!
To use towards a new Glass Distractions Decorative Fixture or Accessory 

with the purchase of a Solatube Daylighting System!

Woman’s Club celebrates community 
involvement for a century

By MELODY JAMESON ■

RUSKIN – On the frontier 
here one hundred years ago, 
this community’s women were 
enjoying a legal equality unknown 
to their sisters in northern cities. 
Their votes and their voices 
carried the same weight as those 
asserted by men. 

That fact well may explain both 
how and why their organization 
would become a backbone of 
the community, growing with it, 
continuous in its service, strong 
and supporting, for a full century, 
and counting. 

That organization, now known 
as the Ruskin Woman’s Club, 
begins public observance of its 
centennial on March 4, opening 
a display of artifacts and photos 
in the Tampa Bay History Center 
demonstrating its proud and 
lengthy record of achievement. 

Come April, its members will 
host a public reception complete 
with authentic period garb on 
the grounds of their historic 
headquarters, the three-story 
home that was a cornerstone of 
Ruskin’s first college, which, 
in turn, was a key factor in 
the Commongood Society, the 
name taken by the communal 
settlement’s pioneers. 

In 1912, when The 20th 
Century Club, precursor of 
today’s woman’s club, formed, its 
members held equal voting rights 
in the Commongood Society, 
the organization that anchored 
the fifth and last U.S. settlement 
named for and founded on the 
principles of English social critic 
John Ruskin. 

 In northern cities at the 

time, where women had few 
options beyond those granted 
by husbands, the campaign for 
woman’s suffrage – the legal 
right to vote in U.S. elections - 
was being waged by the likes of 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan 
B. Anthony. Yet, in Ruskin “A 
woman could be president of the 
Commongood Society; she could 
be president of anything!,” notes 
Dr. Arthur “Mac” Miller, the son 
of pioneers, in his authoritative 
history of the area. 

In fact, an outstanding one was. 
Miss Harriet Orcutt, novelist, 
teacher, leader, served the society 
both as secretary and as president, 
plus was a charter member of The 
20th Century Club. In 1928, she 
would donate her large, personal 
library to the club, making it 
the first public library in the 
community and one maintained 
for years by club members. 

That independence has 
characterized the RWC through 
the years, underpinning its 
programs and projects, sustaining 
it during lean times, attracting 
new members and fresh 
leadership. 

Improvement, both personal 
and in the community, was the 
first objective in 1912, according 
to a 75th anniversary booklet 
prepared in 1987. Members 
sought to meet the objective in 
their monthly meetings featuring 
progressive programs and in their 
community as they undertook an 
extraordinary range of efforts that 
have highlighted their history, 
year after year. 

Members of the club became 
involved in the war effort as the 

second decade matured, working 
with the American Red Cross, 
active in veteran’s assistance 
programs and supporting child 
labor laws. Under the leadership 
of Adeline Dickman Miller, 
wife of Ruskin College’s first 
president, the group endorsed 
equal rights for women in 1918 
with a resolution sent to U. S. 
President Woodrow Wilson. The 
club actively supported prison 
reforms, participated in lobbying 
the Florida legislature for “old 
age pensions” for citizens 65 and 
older long before social security 
was created and campaigned for 
a $300,000 federal appropriation 
for the state board of health. 

In 1940, the family of Adeline 
D. Miller deeded to the woman‘s 
club her beloved home, the three-
story dwelling facing the Ruskin 
Inlet and built in 1912 with heart 
of pine floors and fireplaces on 
two floors that she designed with 
Swiss Chalet features. It was the 
last of the original Ruskin College 
structures, added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 
1974 and dedicated as a National 
Historic Site in 1976.

Come the ‘60s, the RWC 
led a movement to recondition 
and reactivate the Ruskin 
Agricultural Park and this effort 
snowballed, eventually becoming 
a community betterment group 
known as The Ruskin Roundtable. 
The club also steadfastly pursued 
efforts to establish a branch of the 
county library system on the south 
shore of the Ruskin Inlet, just east 
of U.S. 41. 

See WOMAN’S CLUB, page 17

Observer News DEADLINES:
News Releases ......Thursdays at 4 p.m.
Display ads ............ Fridays at 11 a.m.
Classified ads ........... Fridays at 4 p.m.

or visit www.ObserverNews.net

Questions? 
Call 813-645-3111
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The Center for Joint and Spine Care at South Bay 
Hospital has received the Joint Commission Gold Seal 
of Approval for Total Hip and Total Knee Replacement. 

To learn more, please call 1-888-685-1565.
  www.SouthBayHospital.com

Nationally Recognized for

Orthopedic Care
Excellence in
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Dove release follows dedication
After eleven months of construction, with all the trials and tribula-
tions inherent to any building project, The First Christian Church of 
Sun City Center, 1707 33rd Street SE in Ruskin, held its dedication 
ceremony on January 22, 2012. The congregation hosted approxi-
mately 200 members and guests as they dedicated the new church 
to the glory of God and the community. After the beautiful ceremony, 
the audience watched as Dr. David Campbell, along with his helpers, 
released doves that charmed everyone with their aerial show before 
heading home. Food and refreshments were enjoyed by everyone 
following the ceremony.

www.staylittleharbor.com

Try our new

$

8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
We have expanded to include: 

p.p.

A true miracle occurred Friday 
night at the Sun City Center 
Chamber of Commerce.  In 
less than six hours over $6,300 
was donated in checks and cash 
to a medical needs trust for 
local business woman Linda 
Cardamone, owner of the “Three 
Legged Poodle” pet supply store 
(www.the3leggedpoodle.com).  
There are still donations coming in 
that have not yet been included in 
that amount.

In early February Linda’s staff, 
friends and loyal customers learned 
that without health insurance it 
would be financially impossible for 
her to receive medical tests needed 
to diagnose her illness.  Beginning 
with store employee Bonnie 
Flora, contribution containers 
were quickly distributed to area 
businesses in Sun City Center, 
Wimauma and Ruskin.

Linda has spent her life caring 
for animals and working with local 
rescue organizations. She is well-
known in the area for working 
tirelessly to find help for any 
animal and a good forever home. 
She opened her store in Sun City 
Center in 2003 to fill what she saw 
as a void in the community.

Upon learning of her illness, 
loyal customers and friends 
brainstormed what could be 
done instantly to help with those 
expenses — and in 16 days a 
fundraiser had been organized, 
promoted and held.  Sharon 
Roberts, owner of “All About 
Paws Pet Services” contacted 
Dana Dittmar, Executive Director 
of the Sun City Center Chamber, 
to book the chamber’s Community 
Room for the event. Both Dittmar 
and chamber staff member Kristy 
Mahoney were extremely helpful 
in allowing the use of the facility 
on such short notice.

Robin Roberts, an Independent 
Consultant with ARBONNE 
International, signed on to pull 
the event together by coordinating 
donations, supplies, volunteers, 
press and online notices.

Store employees sent emails to 
customers, vendors, friends and 
local business owners to spread 
the word and asked for donations 
— with the hope of having a silent 
auction, raffles, homemade baked 
treats, finger foods, beverages, and 
music for the event.  

Colorful flyers were produced 
and distributed to area businesses.  
Animal Rescue organizations 
like Feline Folks, C.A.R.E. and 
Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary were 
contacted to promote and help with 

the event. Within days donated 
items began rolling into the store or 
were picked up and held in family 
garages awaiting the big event.  
Doggie Doos Pet Grooming Salon 
in Ruskin, Bark Busters and Big 
Bend Animal Hospital all donated 
valuable gift certificates. The Skin 
Cancer Center even gave their 
shopping bags for people to carry 
home their goodies.

The Fromm Family Pet Food 
Company donated over $2,000 in 
dog food bags to be used for the 
event. A handful of ladies from 
Kings Point and Sun City Center 
baked cakes, cookies and brownies 
to be sold to also raise funds.   
People called opening their hearts, 
wallets and donated cherished 
artwork, handmade jewelry, and 
gift cards for local restaurants. 

Donations came from Dutch 
ReTreat Spa, Sun City Center 
Flowers & Gifts, SCC Golf 
Carts, Taco Bell, Bogg’s Jewelry, 
American Printing and Scentsy 
Representative Ruth Foss. 
Debbie Caneen from Sun Towers 
Retirement Community, and 
Connie Lesko from Freedom 
Plaza. Mike Lesko (United Yacht 
Sales) grilled scrumptious hot dogs 
and sausages to sell with chips and 
sodas.  Arthur DeAngelis (Design 
One Garage Doors) donated cases 
of water, soda and beer.  Kay Dyer 
(Dyer Solutions) brought in wine, 
sub sandwiches and appetizers.

While working with store 
customers Andrea Peterson 
always mentioned the upcoming 
fundraiser.  One customer who 
delivers plants from local nurseries 
to area stores offered to help.  On 
Thursday afternoon he delivered 
over 300 live potted plants from 
several local growers in Riverview 
for the fundraiser.

D.J. Gary Larkin supplied 
background music all night 
between live musical sets from 
about 20 members of the Front 
Porch Pickers.

“This event would not have been 
possible without the help of so 
many critter loving people jumping 
in to help us.  Linda really is loved 
and respected for what all she does 
for us and our animals. This was 
our way of giving back to her!  
The generosity of this community 
is amazing!”, said Robin Roberts.

An account has been set up at 
Cadence Bank, 4842 Sun City 
Center Blvd where donations 
may be made direct to the “Linda 
Cardamone Medical Needs 
Trust.”

For a giving Sun City Center 
businesswoman.... 

a time to receive

PHOTOS BY MICHELLE TRAPHAGEN

According to organizers, more than 250 people turned out for the 
Linda Cardamone benefit held on Friday evening at the Sun City 
Center Chamber of Commerce. The event included raffles and a si-
lent auction. More than $6,300 was raised.
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GOT SCREENED?
IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT A SKIN GROWTH,
WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO EVALUATE IT FOR YOU. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE SKIN CANCER

SCREENING!
NOW ACCEPTING AV-MED INSURANCE

Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates

4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102
Sun City Center, FL  33573
(One Block West of the Hospital) 813-634-1455

SIGN UP FOR A FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING
BRING THIS COUPON IN TO RECEIVE A FREE GIFT!

NAFFCO is proud to introduce its 

naturally aged wood floor collection.
NAFFCO is proud to introduce its 

naturally aged wood floor collection.

Handscraped 
Hickory or Maple 

Handstained Custom 
Made Floors

Regularly  $11.95 sq. ft.

ON SALE FOR

$6.95
sq. ft.

Installed
18 months

same as cash,
no interest.

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

In subsequent years, the women 
of RWC joined efforts to keep 
Cockroach Bay in a natural state 
and undertook beautification of 
the Ruskin Cemetery and took 
on publication of the Ruskin 
Telephone Book. The club 
for years sponsored an annual 
Christmas Bazaar, has staged 
dramatic presentations, hosted 
chamber of commerce breakfasts, 
and published a Diamond Jubilee 
Cookbook. Its scholarships 
awarded to graduating seniors 
at East Bay and Lennard High 
Schools annually assist local 
youngsters with a start on college 
careers. And the list goes on. 

So, to what do leaders of the 
80-member Ruskin Woman’s Club 
attribute its long list of successes 
accumulating over a century? 
“Women care,” says incoming 
President Iris Mixon. It is women, 
she suggests, who notice needs and 

become exercised enough to do 
something about them. And women 
together can be very focused 
“doers,” determined to reach goals 
that benefit those around them, 
adds Betty Jo Council, a member 
for the last quarter century. This 
fact has been proved time and 
again in the RWC history, suggests 
one of the newest members, Tina 
Trent. Trent, a relative newcomer 
18 months ago and incoming club 
historian, has been cataloguing 
the extensive collection of club 
memorabilia that dates back to its 
inception in 1912. “Women,” she 
notes, “have been at the center of 
every community endeavor.”

They also see no reason that the 
Ruskin Woman’s Club, forged on 
a frontier, polished through a first 
century of service, and prepared 
to carry on indefinitely, will not 
celebrate its bi-centennial in 2112. 
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Woman’s Club
Continued from page 14 ■

Mobile home fire
leaves one dead in Gibsonton
Hillsborough Fire Rescue responded to a mobile home fire at 
7007 Illinois Avenue in Gibsonton about 10:30 p.m. on Saturday.  
Fire fighters subsequently discovered a body in the remains of 
the home.  The state fire marshall is investigating to determine 
the cause of the blaze, while HCFR officials have turned over the 
death investigation to the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office.  
According to the HCSO, the deceased was described as an adult 
male and was transported to the Hillsborough County Medical 
Examiner’s Office where positive identification will be made and 
an autopsy will be performed to determine the cause of death.  
The HCSO went on to say that based on the preliminary investiga-
tion, the fire was not suspicious in nature and foul play was not 
suspected in the death.  No further information was available at 
press time.

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

RUSKIN WOMAN’S CLUB
Annual Bazaar & Rummage Sale
Fri. & Sat., Feb. 24 & 25 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

503 S. Tamiami Trail • Ruskin

MELODY JAMESON PHOTO
While sorting the Ruskin Woman’s Club accumulation of information 
for the organization’s forthcoming centennial celebrations, Iris Mix-
on, (left) incoming president, and  Betty Jo Council, (right) current 
property manager overseeing the club’s historic headquarters, took 
a break to talk about RWC”s lengthy record of community involve-
ment. Their combined years of membership exceed four decades.
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BRADENTON I

941-357-2054

SUN CITY CENTER II

813-990-0335

SARASOTA III

941-357-2070

813-990-0335
$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$

OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT

SERVICE 

THE ONLY COMPANY 5 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY 

2009 2010

3 Years in a row! 

OK, OK we admit it! 
We’ve been voted The Best!

OUR FAMILY COMMITMENT

THE ONLY COMPANY
Where Family 

Values Matter

FREE THE PREFERRED HEARING 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER FOR 

NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFIED

DON’T BE FOOLED BY INFERIOR 
TECHNOLOGY

(Lowest price in the U.S.)

$59850
MSRP $1995 each
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70%
OFF

2009 2010
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OK, OK we admit it!OK, OK we admit it!

NOW FIND OUT WHY!!NOW FIND OUT WHY!!
3 Years in a row! 3 Years in a row! 

We’ve been voted The Best!We’ve been voted The Best!

THIS WEEK ONLY!!
MONDAY, Feb. 27th - FRIDAY, March 2nd

50-75% OFF MSRP!

Call Now!
$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$$$ Save Hundreds - Even Thousands $$

Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 
Where Family 

Call Now!Call Now!
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
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AT HOME
AUTO CARE

®

Distributor
Master Certi�ed

Technicians

Coast-to-Coast™

Warranty Coverage

Family Owned & Operated
Nationwide Warranty Available Through Participating Vendors

VW, Mercedes, 
Volvo, BMW

& All other European lines 

and Diesel Repair

Courtesy Shuttle Service Available • Towing Upon Request
2003 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin, FL

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday • www.athomeauto.net

AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

Lic# MVS51635

$2795
OIL CHANGE

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
*Up to 5 qts. 5W20 or 5W30 
Motorcraft Oil, Filter, and 
27-point inspection. Most cars.+ tax & S.S.

We service and repair all makes and models including: STOREWIDE THRU PRESIDENT’S DAY

Excludes Ekornes Products, Floor Models & Prior Sales
SECTIONALS • SOFAS • CHAIRS • SLEEPERS • RECLINERS • ACCESSORIES • DESIGNER RUGS

IN BUSINESS “25” YEARS!

www.leatherexpressfurniture.com

We Have
Your Leather!

0% FREE
FINANCING

PRESIDENTS SALE

50% OFF

Sarasota• Ellenton•BocaRaton•Delray• Ft. Lauderdale• Plantation

ch
No Interest
til Mar “2013”

ELLENTON
2015 60th Ave. E

I-75 Exit #224. 
At the doorsteps of 

Prime Outlets
941-723-6100

SARASOTA
7261 S. Tamiami Tr.
941-926-3500

Just south of Clark Road

Mon.-Fri. 10-7 • Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 12-5

Buy 1 Item at our Sale Price and Get 2nd Item 1/2 Off
(second item of equal or lesser value)

© 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

RACHEL A WEISSMAN,
CIC, LUTCF

(813) 634-7100
955 Del Webb Blvd. E. Ste 102

Sun City Center
RWEISSMAN@ALLSTATE.COM

Riverview Moose Family Center 2158/Chapter 1031
Loyal Order of Moose • 9000 Honeywell Rd. • Gibsonton

Lodge2158@mooseunits.org • (813) 677-7921

Upcoming Events

All events are open to qualified Moose Members and guests.

Wednesday
Chef’s Choice Dinners from 

5:30 – 7 p.m. Cover-Your-Moose 
Bar Games 7 p.m.

Thursday
Tacos/ Burgers 5 – 7 p.m. Draw 

Darts 7:30 p.m.
Friday
Steak/Fish Dinners 5 – 7:30 p.m. 

Karaoke 7:30 p.m.
Saturday
Various Lodge Events
Have to watch the Calendar 
Sunday 
Beer Specials
Wings 6 @ $3 / 3 – 6 
Bar Games 3 – 6 p.m.
Free Pool

Beer Pong at Tiki Bar!
Feb. 25
BBQ at the Tiki Bar at 3 p.m.
Nascar Weekend Camping
Camp Fri. 1/24 – Sun. 2/26
March 3
Del & Gary Show
Always a Crowd Pleaser!

Alley Cat celebrates anniversary
Bugs will scat when you call the cat!  On February 13, Alley Cat Pest 

Control hosted a Greater Riverview Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cut-
ting Ceremony to celebrate their fifth year in business.  Their business 
anniversary was Feb. 7, 2012.  Alley Cat Pest Control is a family owned 
and operated business run by the husband and wife team of Cliff and Lisa 
Kennedy who provide service to the Riverview community.  Lisa Ken-
nedy is the 2012 Honorary Mayor of Riverview.  For more information 
call 813-671-3838 or email info@alleycatpestcontrol.com.

Ten steps to a 
perfect room

Dove Interiors Carpet One is 
proud to present Sally Morse, 
world renowned designer, speaker 
and author. “Ten steps to  a perfect 
room” is one of Sally’s most popu-
lar seminars. It answers some of 
the most asked questions.  Whether 
you’re building a new home, mov-
ing into an older home, remodel-
ing or just wanting to improve 
what you have, this is the seminar 
for you. Sally leads you through 
the steps of where to start your 
plan, than adding furniture, light-
ing, windows, walls, floors and ac-
cessories. The “rule of thumb” de-
mystifies the process of decorating 
and makes anyone feel like a pro.

Sally has appeared in Better 
Homes & Gardens, Windows and 
Walls, Real Simple and other in-
teriors design publications.  She 
has evolved from owning her own 
retail decorating business, to con-
sulting with the largest manufac-
turers on interior design products 
in the world.

This event will be held from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 8 in support of the Juve-
nile Diabetes Foundation. A $10 
contribution will be collected from 
each person attending. All monies 
collected will go directly to the 
Foundation. There will be a grand 
prize drawing, food and fun.

Register at Dove Interiors, 2305 
College Avenue, Ruskin, or phone 
645-8660.

South Bay Hospital has received 
the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association’s 
Get With The Guidelines®–Stroke 
Silver Plus Quality Achievement 
Award at the association’s Inter-
national Stroke Conference 2012.  
The award recognizes the hospital’s 
commitment and success in imple-
menting a high standard of care by 
ensuring that stroke patients receive 
the most appropriate treatment ac-
cording to nationally recognized, 
evidence-based guidelines.

South Bay Hospital is one of 124 
hospitals to be recognized for the 
Silver Plus Award, among the 677 
total hospitals to be given quality 
achievement awards at the confer-
ence. 

To receive the Silver Plus Qual-
ity Achievement award, hospitals 
much achieve 85 percent or high-

er adherence to all Get With The 
Guidelines–Stroke achievement in-
dicators for at least 12 consecutive 
months and during the same period 
of time achieve 75 percent or higher 
compliance with five of eight Get 
With The Guidelines-Stroke Qual-
ity Measures, which are reporting 
initiatives to measure quality of 
care.

These measures are evidence-
based treatments known to result in 
improved patient outcomes. They 
focus on appropriate use of guide-
line-based care for stroke patients, 
including aggressive use of medica-
tions such as clot-busting and anti-
clotting drugs, blood thinners and 
cholesterol-reducing drugs, preven-
tive action for deep vein thrombosis 
and smoking cessation counseling. 

“South Bay Hospital is committed 
to providing our patients the highest 

South Bay Hospital receives award
quality care based on the most cur-
rent and effective clinically based 
guidelines” said Sharon Roush, 
Chief Executive Officer at South 
Bay Hospital. “With a stroke, time 
lost is brain lost, and this award 
demonstrates our commitment to 
being one of the top hospitals in 
the country for providing aggres-
sive, proven care for the patients 
we treat.”

South Bay Hospital has developed 
a Primary Stroke Center, featuring 
a comprehensive system for rapid 
diagnosis and treatment of stroke 
patients admitted to the emergency 
department. As a result, the staff is 
always prepared to provide brain 
imaging scans and neurologists are 
on hand to conduct patient evalua-
tions and using clot-busting medi-
cations when appropriate. 

According to the American Heart 
Association/American Stroke As-
sociation, stroke is one of the lead-
ing causes of death and serious, 
long-term disability in the United 
States. On average, someone suf-
fers a stroke every 40 seconds and 
795,000 people suffer a new or re-
current stroke each year.  

For more information about South 
Bay Hospital’s Primary Stroke Cen-
ter, call 813-634-0496.

BUSINESS NEWS

AARP Driver Safety program offered
(1) One day - 1 six (6) hour class
(2) Two days - 2 three (3) hour classes
Cost: AARP Members $12 NON-AARP Members $14
Feel free to call AARP Driver Safety Program for additional class loca-

tions 1-888-227-7669
Sun City Center
March 2, 2012 Kings Point – S. Social Room - Main Clubhouse
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Registration: Encore Bank 813-634-8001
Further information: Lou/Mary Jane Tovey 813-634-7399
Sun City Center
March 26 Caper Room Sun City FL
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Registration: Encore Bank 813-634-8001
Further information: Lou/Mary Jane Tovey 813-634-7399

Business slow? Need to advertise?
Call The Observer News

813-645-3111 or visit www.observernews.net
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before                  after

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS

 

In Office Procedure 813.634.9260
Insurance Accepted

SUN CITY CENTER Sunhill Medical Arts Bldg.   
4020 State Road 674, Suite 2 • www.ErasersInc.com

Why Go Anywhere Else?
Let a Board Certified Vascular Surgeon & Vein Specialist

Eliminate Your Ugly Veins!

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301

America’s
Oil Express

ANY FULL SERVICE 
OIL CHANGE

• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 3/22/12

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

OEM SPEC FLUID
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 3/22/12

$1000 Off $2000 Off

No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE

Now Featuring:
SYNTHETIC BLEND OILS

We can 
service 
nearly 

any car!

Shopper Observer Shopper Observer

ATTENTION Contractors:
Check out our selection of tools & supplies

www.TampaCrossties.com

• Gravel
• Washed Shell
• Pine Bark
• Mulch
• Lava Rock
• Lawn Furniture

Need Landscaping Advice?
Speak with one of our Professionals!

ATTENTION Contractors:

42” Round Table Set

Variety of 
Concrete 
Outdoor

Furniture & 
Accessories

Resurface your 
deck at a fraction 

of the price of 
replacement

Bulk Mulch & 
Rock

Check out our selection of tools & supplies
www.TampaCrossties.com

Mon.-Fri. 
8-5:00

Sat. 8-2

2604 College Ave. E. • Ruskin S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75 813-641-0090

Precast
Concrete 

Steps

NEW

www.centurygrp.com/Products/Concrete-Steps

• Tools
• Boulders
• Bagged 

Material
• Concrete 

Parking Stops

All bagged mulch 5 for $10

All bagged Rock and Gravel 

4 for $12 Expires 3/7/12

South Hillsborough Elks 
Lodge #2672 Upcoming 

Activities
Every Tuesday - Jam Session – 3 to 5 p.m. – No 

charge for all Elks and their guests.
Every Wednesday – Best Spaghetti in Town - $7, All You Can Eat, for 

all Elks and their guests. Music by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.
Every Friday - Seafood and Sandwiches for all Elks and their guests 

from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.                                                       
Saturday, March 3- Cyndi,  A One Girl Band, 6-9 p.m., $8 including 

Snacks.
Monday, March 5 and March 19 - Blue Plate Special, $7 with all the 

trimmings, 5 p.m.
Saturday, March 17 -  St Patrick’s Day Celebration, Music by Bryan 

Ashley, Menu:  Corn Beef and Cabbage with all the trimmings, Cocktails 
5p.m., Dinner, 6p.m., all for only $12 per person. 

 March 31 - Installation of new officers and appreciation & awards for 
all the volunteers who worked so hard all year.      

The South Hillsborough Elk’s Lodge is located at 1630 US Hwy 41 S., 
Ruskin, FL 33570, Telephone 813-645-2089 and has a clean, smoke free 
environment.

A 1932 Ford wagon, complete 
with rooftop surfboards and ready 
for the beach, is the February 
cruiser of the month for the Sun 
City Center Roamin’ Oldies.

The skillfully crafted ‘woody’ 
is owned by Sherwood Moore of 
Bradenton, and based on a repro-
duction station wagon body.  The 
woodwork was custom fabri-
cated by a sailboat maker in New 
Smyrna, Florida.   After acquiring 
the wagon about a year ago, Sher-
wood added the surfboards and 
‘Sherwoody’s Surf Shop’ signs on 
the doors.  That’s all for fun, but 
there’s serious power under the 
hood, provided by a fuel-injected 
Corvette engine.  A regular at area 
car shows, Sherwood says he also 

This 1932 Ford ‘woody’ station wagon owned by Sherwood Moore of 
Bradenton is the Roamin’ Oldies February cruiser of the month.

Surf’s up for ’32 Woody
enjoys the smiles and friendly 
waves he gets cruising the local 
beachfronts.

The monthly Roamin’ Oldies 
cruise-in is held from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. on the first Thursday of every 
month in the Apollo Beach Winn-
Dixie Plaza on US 41. The event 
is free to both entrants and specta-
tors, and the public is welcome.

About 90 of the area’s finest 
antique and collectible cars and 
trucks are typically on display, ac-
companied by classic 1950s music 
played by DJ Joey Ferrante.  The 
event is sponsored by Thompson’s 
Auto Parts and Mama Iguana’s 
Restaurant.  For more information, 
call Chet at 813-842-1511.

Critter Adoption and Rescue 
Effort (C.A.R.E.), the local no-
kill animal shelter in Ruskin, and 
Feline Folks, the non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to humane 
feline management in the Greater 
Sun City Center Area are sponsor-
ing a special food collection drive 
in March for unopened bags and/
or cans of cat food. The food col-
lection drive is part of a partner-
ship between C.A.R.E. and Fe-
line Folks. The food will be used 

Special food collection drive for famished felines

to help feed the many homeless 
cats and those awaiting place-
ment in forever homes in the local 

SouthShore area. Cat food dona-
tions may be dropped off at the 
shelter at 1528 27th Street S.E. in 
Ruskin any Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 10 am to 3 pm. Food 
collection boxes are located just 
inside the shelter’s main gate in 
a well-marked metal shed next to 
the driveway. No appointment is 
necessary. Questions or directions 
to the shelter may be directed to 
C.A.R.E. at 813-645-2273 or to 
Feline Folks at 813-633-4742.

Attention citizens 
over 60

• Are you having trouble making 
ends meet? 

• Could you use a little help with 
your grocery bill?

• Do you live in Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Polk, Highlands or 
Hardee County?

If so, the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (formerly 
known as Food Stamps) may be 
able to help you pay for some of 
your groceries.  The West Central 
Florida Area Agency on Aging has 
a team of specialists who can help 
you complete your Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance application 
over the phone. 

If you would like assistance 
in applying for the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), call at 800-96ELDER or 
800-963-5337.

Attention all 
Veterans

Sun City Center Chapter #110 
of the Disabled American Vet-
erans (DAV) has opened an out-
reach center in Conessa Hall at the 
Prince of Peace Church located at 
702 Valley Forge Blvd., Sun City 
Center.

Bob Gerdes and Darrell Katz 
are DAV certified service officers 
who will discuss benefits and as-
sist with claims for all veterans in 
South Hillsborough County. Male 
and female Vets are welcome to 
participate in this non-denomina-
tional, and free service. Appoint-
ments are available for Tuesday 
mornings from 9 a.m.- noon.

Drivers also areneeded to assist 
Veterans with transportation to 
James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital 
in Tampa.

For more information call Bob 
at 813-634-1761 or Darrell at 813-
260-3692.

Business slow? Advertise in The Observer
We cover south Hillsborough County with a circulation of 42,000 papers every 
week! We offer many options in every price range...from classified ads to full 
pages. Call 813-645-3111 and ask to speak to an advertising representative 
today. For more information visit us on the web at www.ObserverNews.net
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A bake sale is a sweet way to support any charitable cause, whether it’s 
raising money for new uniforms or donating to a local animal shelter. 
These tips and recipes from the celebration experts at Wilton will 

make bake sale treats that stand out among the rest — it’s a piece of cake.
•	 Baking	delicious	goodies	is	just	the	start	to	a	suc	cessful	bake	sale.	Add	
some	dazzling	details.	The	eye-catching	finishes	on	Bake-Sale	Ready	
Cupcakes	—	swirls	of	colorful	icing	topped	with	jumbo	sprinkles	and	
butterfly	decorations,	complete	with	vibrant	wraps	—	will	ensure	they	
sell out fast.

•	 Serve	sweets-on-a-stick	like	Kaleidoscope	Cookie	Pops	and	School	Star	
Cereal	Treat	Pops.	Favorite	treats	are	more	fun	and	easier	to	eat	when	
customers	can	just	grab	them	and	enjoy.	

•	 Offer	size	options.	Sell	some	cupcakes	and	mini	breads	by	the	“eaches”	
and	cookies	by	the	pop.	Have	dozens	available,	too.

•		Wrap	goodies	using	treat	bags	and	ribbon,	or	pack		in	colorful,	easy-to-
transport boxes — making them perfect gifts customers will want to 
keep	for	themselves.

Visit www.wilton.com for other bake sale ideas and recipes, and for all of 
your baking and decorating supplies.

School Star Cereal 
Treat Pops
 1/4  cup (1/2 stick) butter 
       or margarine
 4  cups mini marshmallows
 6  cups crisp rice cereal
	Cookie	Treat	Sticks
 Cookie Icing
	Assorted	Sprinkles
Spray	Star	Cookie	Treat	Pan	and	
rubber spatula or wooden spoon 
with	vegetable	pan	spray.	

In large saucepan, melt butter. 
Add	marshmallows;	cook	and	
stir	until	melted.	Remove	from	
heat	and	add	cereal;	mix	well.	
Press	into	prepared	pan;	insert	
cookie sticks. When cool to 
touch,	remove	from	pan.	Repeat	
with remaining cereal mixture. 
(If mixture becomes hard to 
work	with,	microwave	at	50	
percent	power	30	to	60	seconds	
to soften.)
Outline	treat	with	Cookie	

Icing;	add	Sprinkles.	Let	dry.	
Makes about 2 dozen pops.

Coconut Lime Mini Breads
Breads
	1-1/2	 cups	all-purpose	flour	
	 1	 teaspoon	finely	grated	lime	zest
 1/2 teaspoon baking powder
 1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, softened
 1 cup granulated sugar
 3 eggs
 1-1/2 teaspoons coconut extract
 1/3 cup unsweetened coconut milk
Topping (optional)
 1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar
	 1	 to	2	teaspoons	fresh	lime	juice
	 3	 tablespoons	toasted	sweetened	flaked	coconut
Preheat	oven	to	350°F.	Line	cavities	of	Petite	Loaf	Pan	with	Petite	Loaf	Baking	Cups.	
In	medium	bowl,	combine	flour,	lime	zest	and	baking	powder.	In	large	bowl,	beat	

butter	and	sugar	with	electric	mixer	until	light	and	fluffy.	Add	eggs	one	at	a	time,	
mixing	well	after	each	addition.	Stir	in	coconut	extract.	Add	flour	mixture	alternately	
with	coconut	milk	to	butter	mixture;	mix	until	well	combined.	Divide	mixture	evenly	
into baking cups.
Bake	25	to	28	minutes	or	until	toothpick	inserted	in	center	comes	out	clean.	Cool	

loaves	in	pan	10	minutes.	Remove	loaves	from	pan;	cool	completely.	
To	make	icing,	combine	confectioners’	sugar	and	lime	juice	in	small	bowl	to	

desired	consistency.	Drizzle	icing	over	tops	of	loaves,	allowing	icing	to	run	down	
sides.	Sprinkle	with	toasted	coconut.
Makes	9	petite	loaves.

Zucchini & Apple Bread 
	2-1/2	 cups	all-purpose	flour
 1-1/4 cups granulated sugar
 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
 2 teaspoons baking powder
 1/2 teaspoon salt
 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
	 3/4	 cup	vegetable	oil
 3 eggs
	 1	 teaspoon	vanilla	extract
 1 medium zucchini, shredded (about 1-1/2 cups)
 1 medium apple, peeled, cored and shredded (about 1 cup)
 3/4 cup chopped pecans or walnuts
Preheat	oven	to	325°F.	Spray	9	x	5-inch	loaf	pan	with	vegetable	pan	spray.	
In	large	bowl,	combine	flour,	sugar,	cinnamon,	baking	powder,	salt	and	

nutmeg.	In	medium	bowl,	whisk	together	oil,	eggs	and	vanilla.	Stir	into	flour	
mixture.	Stir	in	zucchini,	apple	and	pecans,	mixing	until	just	combined.	(Do	
not	overmix.)	Turn	mixture	into	prepared	pan.	
Bake	50	to	60	minutes	or	until	toothpick	inserted	in	center	comes	out	clean.	

Cool	bread	in	pan	10	minutes.	Loosen	edges	of	bread	from	pan.	Remove	
bread	from	pan;	cool	completely.
Makes	about	12	servings.

Kaleidoscope Cookie Pops 
	2-3/4	 cups	all-purpose	flour
 1 teaspoon baking powder
 1 teaspoon salt
 1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
 1-1/2 cups granulated sugar
 1 egg
	1-1/2	 teaspoons	vanilla	extract
 1/2 teaspoon almond extract 
		Round	Comfort	Grip	Cutter
	Assorted	Colors	Cookie	Icing
	Assorted	Jumbo	Sprinkles	or	other	favorite	Sugars	and	Sprinkles
	Cookie	Treat	Sticks
 Candy Melts candy (optional)
Preheat	oven	to	350°F.	
In	small	bowl,	combine	flour,	baking	powder	and	salt.	In	large	bowl,	

beat	butter	and	sugar	with	electric	mixer	until	light	and	fluffy.	Add	egg	
and	extracts;	mix	well.	Do	not	chill	dough.	Divide	dough	into	2	balls.	
On	floured	surface,	roll	each	ball	into	a	circle	approximately	12-inch	
diameter	x	1/8-inch	thick.	Dip	cookie	cutter	in	flour	before	each	use.	
Bake	cookies	on	ungreased	cookie	sheet	8	to	11	minutes	or	until	
cookies are lightly browned. Cool cookies completely.
Outline	and	fill-in	cookie	with	Cookie	Icing.	Add	zigzag	border	to	

some cookies. If desired, pipe alternating circles of colors onto cookie 
surface;	immediately	pull	toothpick	through	icing	from	center	of	
cookie	to	outer	edge,	pulling	colors	through.	Or,	arrange	sprinkles	and	
sugars	on	iced	cookie	surface.	Let	dry.
Attach	sticks	to	back	of	cookies	with	icing	or	melted	candy.	Let	dry.
Makes about 2 dozen cookies.

Candy Bark 
 2		packages	(12	oz.	ea.)	White	or	Light	Cocoa	 
 Candy Melts candy
	Rainbow	Chip	Crunch	or	other	Sprinkles	or	Sugars
Line	10.5	x	15.5-inch	cookie	pan	with	parchment	paper.	
Melt	Candy	Melts	candy	following	package	instructions;	spoon	into	

prepared	pan.	Tap	pan	on	counter	to	remove	air	bubbles;	if	needed,	
smooth	top	with	large	spatula.	Sprinkle	on	Rainbow	Chip	Crunch.	
Chill	until	firm,	about	15	minutes.	Remove	parchment	from	pan;	break	
candy	into	smaller	serving	pieces.
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902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546
10420 South U.S. Hwy. 301 • Riverview

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more

Support local vendors at the 
Southshore Market on Sunday
The Southshore Market in Ruskin will make its monthly appearance 
on Sunday, Feb. 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the southwest corner 
of the U.S. Highway 41 and Shell Point Road. This month’s market 
will include several new vendors such Pottery Town, a mobile paint-
your-own pottery studios, Hog-Father BBQ and the Cheesecake 
People, along with previous favorites ranging from Pamela Vasquez 
Photography to vendors offering seafood, homemade soaps and 
dog treats was well as homemade jams, jellies, and, of course, fresh 
from the farm produce. At least 50 vendors are expected to be in at-
tendance. For information, email southshoresundaymarket@gmail.
com.

Mitch traphagen photo

Maintaining healthy cholesterol 
levels can keep heart disease, 
heart attack and stroke away. And 
a commonly used vitamin could 
help by increasing production of 
“good” cholesterol in the body, 
researchers at the University of 
Florida College of Medicine-
Jacksonville have found. The find-
ings were published recently in the 
journal Metabolism, Clinical and 
Experimental.

Physicians have long prescribed 
a B-vitamin called nicotinic acid 
to help keep good cholesterol 
levels high. Early studies suggest 
that niacin prevents the removal 
of good cholesterol — known as 
high-density lipoprotein or HDL 
— from the body, and in so doing, 
raises the concentration of the sub-
stance. But the new results from 
studies of human cells suggest that 
niacin plays an even greater role, 
not just preventing removal, but 
actually boosting production of 
good cholesterol in the liver and 
small intestine.

“We’ve known the value of nico-
tinic acid for years, but this shows 
there could be even more benefits 
than we thought,” said the study’s 
lead author Michael Haas, Ph.D., 
a research associate professor of 
medicine.

A person’s cholesterol reading is 
made up of two major parts: HDL 
and low-density lipoprotein, also 
called LDL or “bad” cholesterol. 

HDL is responsible for moving 
cholesterol out of various tis-
sues and into the liver so it can be 
flushed from the body. Doctors 
recommend keeping good choles-
terol levels high and bad choles-
terol levels low.

The body uses nicotinic acid to 
convert carbohydrates into energy. 
It is found in many over-the-coun-
ter multivitamin formulations and 
is sometimes prescribed on its own 
to lower triglycerides and increase 
good cholesterol.

But until now, researchers 
weren’t quite sure whether niacin 
could actually increase good cho-
lesterol levels.

To find definitive evidence, the 
UF researchers tested human liver 
and intestine cells in the first study 
of its kind. They found that nico-
tinic acid increased the activity 
of a gene that produces a protein 
called apolipoprotein A-1, which 
is the major component of good 
cholesterol in the blood. Not only 
that, the researchers were able to 
identify the specific region of the 
gene that was responsible for mak-
ing new HDL.

The work was funded by a 
$20,000 grant from the Endocrine 
Fellows Association to former UF 
fellow Abdul-Razzak Alamir, M.D.

Recent UF&Shands news 
releases are available at www.
news.health.ufl.edu/ or www.
shands.org/news/archive/.

Commonly used vitamin could help 
produce ‘good’ cholesterol

What would you say if you could 
have all the joy of having a puppy 
in the house for at least a year and 
then have the most rewarding expe-
rience ever? Well, by becoming 
a Puppy Raiser for Southeastern 
Guide Dogs, you can!

Volunteer Puppy Raisers receive 
velvety bundles of energy when 
they are just nine weeks old and 
spend the next year loving, nurtur-
ing, training and exposing these 
special pups to the wide world so 
when they are paired up with a 
visually impaired person, they will 
be unflappable guides.

“To see the puppy you raised now 
act as the eyes for a blind person is 
truly an amazing feeling, knowing 
that the work I put in is the reason 
that person now has their inde-
pendence makes it all worth every 
minute -- it’s the reason I continue 

Puppy love for a whole year
to raise puppies for Southeastern” 
said Shay Doerner, Co-Area 
Coordinator and Puppy Raiser for 
Southeastern Guide Dogs.

Southeastern Guide Dogs is 
especially looking for local Puppy 
Raisers and expect to have a num-
ber of puppies ready to go out and 
start their training over the next 

few months.  
If you would like to join this great 

group of volunteers, Southeastern 
invites you to contact their Puppy 
Raising Services department at 
(941) 729-5665 to learn all that is 
involved and how you can get your 
own cuddly puppy to nurture.
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Sun City Center’s 50th anniversary will be celebrated by a WHOLE YEAR of parties and events.
Watch this monthly ad for upcoming events throughout the 12 months of May 2011 through April 2012.

MARCH EVENTS
Friday, March 2

A tribute to Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons.  Six 
singers/dancers and four-piece band bring back 
favorites such as “Sherry,” “Big Girls Don’t Cry,” and 
“Walk Like a Man.” CA Community Hall, S. Pebble 
Beach. 7 p.m. Open to public. Tickets ($21) at CA 
Office, 1009 N. Pebble Beach Blvd. Info: Judy Schings 
642-2001.

Saturday, March 10
Don’t miss the SCC Swim Dancers performing to a 
delightful collection of songs we all love, including 
“The Way We Were,” that features seven former group 
members. This synchronized swim group has been 
delighting audiences since 1983. CA Central Campus 
inside pool. Tickets ($2) sold March 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 from 9 
a.m. to noon in the Atrium.
 

Sunday, March 11
The east coast’s hottest retro band—Joey Arminio & The 
Family—performs renditions of legendary classics, combining 
Doo-wop, Broadway, USO, Rock n’ roll and Rat Pack. CA 
Community Hall. 2:30 p.m. Open to public. Tickets ($15) at CA 
Office, 1009 N. Pebble Beach Blvd. Info: Judy Schings 642-
2001.

Saturday, March 17
Sun City Center showcases its lifestyle with a special FunFest 
for a special year. The golden anniversary theme is being 
combined with the “green” of St. Patrick’s 
Day for a full day of entertainment, exhibits 
and food. SCC Central Campus, N. Pebble 
Beach Blvd. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Admission is 
FREE and it’s open to the public. Info: Jane 
Keegan 633-3500.

Monday, March 26
An Awesome Auction (silent and live) will offer a festive 
evening with complimentary hors d’oeuvres and wine (+ cash 
bar), entertainment, and coveted items for the lucky bidders. 
Renaissance Clubhouse, S. Pebble Beach Blvd. 5 p.m. - ? Only 
200 tickets ($25) will be sold March 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 from 9 a.m. – 
noon in the Atrium, CA Central Campus. Info: Cam McGary 
642-9800 & Merlene Smithyman 634-8387.

“a major setback for SCC.” On 
one hand, he added, “we are very 
glad for the interest the members 
have shown in this project.” But 
on the other hand, he noted that 
apparently many “ do not want to 
modernize and update SCC.” 

Barnes also noted the 
“unfounded fear” that was 
encouraged in the community 
by “a tremendous amount 
of erroneous information 
put out about the plan” as 
opponents campaigned against 
it with “highly distorted and 
in most cases just flat wrong” 
information. 

CA Director Howie Griffin, 
reflecting on the balloting 
outcome, said he found the 
resistance “puzzling.” He pointed 
to the three town hall sessions 
and several informal coffee 
conversations at which board 
members demonstrated and 
explained all components of the 
building program along with 
the projected financing based 
on conservatively estimated 
revenues from the $1,500 fee 
accruing each time a home is 
sold to an incoming first-time 
buyer. The multiple occasions 
provided repeated opportunities 
for residents to ask any questions 
and make all comments to which 
the CA board responded, Griffin 
added. 

These numerous exchanges 
were scheduled over a period of 
months as part of a step-by-step 
sequence in an effort to avoid 
repeating the multiple problems 
that erupted when the central 
campus fitness center was built 
under a previous CA board in the 
middle of the last decade, Griffin 
said. That multi-million-dollar 
project, poorly handled, was 

subject to long delays, required 
replacement of defective windows 
and roof after construction and 
ultimately was settled only with 
expensive litigation, because of 
lack of competent planning, he 
asserted.

Griffin also called attention to 
inaccurate information spread 
across the community in an effort 
to defeat the building program. 
Statements that interest on a bank 
loan could be $900,000 over 
a 10-year period were “totally 
erroneous,” as were implications 
that CA membership dues would 
be encumbered to repay a loan 
or that residents’ homes could be 
foreclosed upon to discharge the 
debt, he said

Another CA director and 
board secretary, David Floyd, 
emphasized that the leaders’ 
intentions were solely to “do 
the best the board can for the 
community.” He noted that every 
misperception was addressed and 
efforts made to respond to every 
concern although “some people 
chose not to listen.” 

However, board directors do 
not take rejection of the plan 
personally, he said, predicting the 
board now will consider other 
options that might be explored to 
accomplish similar objectives on 
behalf of the community. 

In fact, a move in that direction 
could become a discussion 
topic in mid-March when the 
next CA membership meeting 
is slated, said Chuck Collett, 
CA vice president. Collett said 
board members are looking 
at forming a series of focus 
groups consisting of interested 
residents charged with listing, 
talking through, recommending 
or rejecting various concepts that 

might address community needs 
in the near future. “We need to 
understand what’s going on in 
the minds of members before 
we try again,” he added. Such 
focus groups could include both 
opponents and supporters of the 
just-defeated building program.

 In view of the amount of 
misinformation and misperception 
about the plan that spread 
through the community, he noted, 
“perhaps we didn’t communicate 
with the membership well 
enough.”

Given the potentially turbulent 
marketing environment 
confronting the nearly built-
out retirement center with a 
substantial, obviously aging 
housing stock and the rare 
opportunities offered by a low 
interest rate situation coupled 
with temporarily reduced 
construction costs, “we’re still 
committed to moving the process 
forward” in order to upgrade and 
add attractive space, the vice 
president said. 

One of the first needs the board 
soon will address is parking 
adjacent to the Atrium building, 
Barnes said. He described the 
severely limited parking space as 
“critical” and said construction on 
an expanded parking lot could be 
undertaken during forthcoming 
summer months when demand is 
the lowest. 

Several individuals who 
successfully voiced strong 
objections to the capital 
improvements building program 
also were contacted for this 
article. They did not respond to 
telephone inquiries.

Copyright 2012 Melody Jameson

Seniors reject plan
Continued from page 1 ■

may have heard, remains the 
world’s largest manufacturer 
(although that could possibly end 
this year but c’mon, China has 
more than a BILLION people! 
It’s amazing they aren’t already 
the largest and it is still uncertain 
when they will actually become 
the largest).

Indefinite growth may be 
impossible for a corporation, 
but for a nation, it is just plain 
survival. We will continue to grow 
as long as we remain committed 

The new Village Marina, formerly part of Little Harbor Resort.
MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTO

Observations
Continued from page 8 ■

to our nation, our ideals and our 
neighbors.

This isn’t the Roman Empire 
and our best days aren’t anywhere 
near over. Seriously, did you really 
think they were?  When it comes 
right down to it, is anyone really 
willing to bet against the United 
States?  I’m not — not now, not 
for a very long time. Sure, we have 
some big-time kinks, quirks and 
problems to work out, but in my 
opinion, we’re just getting good at 
this stuff. The best is yet to come.
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South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

Area Places of Worship

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396

Beginnings are opportunities for making endings better.
— L. Annie Foster

Ruskin Foursquare Church
Building Community Thru God’s Love
106 7th Ave. N.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570
N. Blanton (813) 309-3558

Pastor Norman
&

 Sherril Blanton

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Wed. Bible Study

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil ................. 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

Area Obituaries

h

h

h

Dennis Akers
Dennis Akers, 60, of Apollo Beach, 

died Wednesday, February 15, 2012, at 
a local hospital after a very courageous 
battle with cancer.  

He was born in Norfolk General 
Hospital, October  28, 1951, to Ernest 
O. Akers, Sr. and Anna P. Akers.  He 
is survived by his wife, Karen Akers, 
of Apollo Beach; his brother, Ernest 
O. Akers, and wife, Sherry of Virginia 
Beach, Va.; his brother Rick and his 
wife Margaret of Norfolk, Va.; his sister 
Gloria Jean Harris and her husband 
Shane of Brooksville, FL; his son, 
Dennis Wayne Akers, Jr. and his wife 
Allison of Virginia Beach, Va.; his 
daughter, Tammy Allison of Tacoma, 
WA.; his grandson, Brian P. Akers of 
Tacoma, WA., and his granddaughter, 
Hailey Kay Akers, of Virginia Beach, 
VA.; nieces, Kristy Harris and Shana 
Chesser of Brooksville, FL., Karen 
Skees of Norfolk, VA.; nephew Ricky 
Akers of Norfolk, VA. Also, his father 
and mother-in-law, Harry and Dorris 
Foradori of Cocoa Beach, FL.; brothers-
in-law Mark, Keith, Mike Foradori, and 
John Parks; and sisters-in-law, Jane 
Parks, Dawn Willett, Debbie Richards, 
and Alice Foradori.

Dennis was born and raised in 
Norfolk, where he attended high school.  
He later served in the Merchant Marines 
and the United States Air Force.  During 
his career, Dennis worked for several 
shipbuilding companies including 
Norfolk Ship Building and Dry-dock, 
and Tampa Bay Shipbuilding.  He was 
also a consultant for IMIA. 

Dennis was a faithful member of 
Faith Worx Church in Apollo Beach 
where he served on various ministry 
teams including Home Life Groups, 
Feed the Bay, Men’s Bible Study, 
Lord’s Lighthouse Clothing and Pantry 
Drive, and other ministries to our local 
community.  He was a very loving 
husband, father, and loyal friend.  

Dennis really enjoyed fishing and 
golfing; he was a member of Apollo 
Beach Golf Club, where he played 
as often as he could.  However, 
fishing was his first love, and he really 
appreciated fishing on Tony and Pam’s 
Lake Preserve with family and friends. 

Dennis was married to Karen Foradori 
Akers in 1994, and they lived in Apollo 
Beach since 2000, with a brief 2 year 
stay in New Orleans before, during, 
and after hurricane Katrina.

A Celebration of Life for Dennis 
was  held at Faith Worx, 202 Flamingo 
Drive, Apollo Beach, on Saturday, 
February 18, 2012. In lieu of flowers, 
anyone wishing to make a contribution 
is encouraged to donate to prostate 
cancer research or prostate cancer 
support groups.

Bernice A. Cocco
Bernice A. Cocco, 74, of Sun City 

Center, Fl, passed away on Wednesday, 
February 15, 2012 at her residence. 
Born in Norwalk, Ct, on April 7, 1937, 
Bernice was a retired Sales Clerk and 
was Roman Catholic by Faith. Bernice 
volunteered at South Bay Hospital at 
the out patient desk. Survivors include 
her husband of 56 years, Leonard and 
a  daughter, Linda (Jim) Noll of Scott 
City, KS.

Arrangements are under the direction 
of the Sun City Center Funeral Home, 
1851 Rickenbacker Drive, Sun City 
Center, Fl.

Angie Davis
Angie Davis, 39, passed away on 

Febuary 19, 2012.
She was born on October 11, 1972. 

She was from Apollo Beach, FL. 
She is survived by her son, Devin; 
her daughters, Crystal and Tamara; 
grandsons, Aden and Christopher; her 
mother, Barbara Gardner; sister Melissa; 
brother, Shawn; 2 grandmothers; a 
stepfather; two uncles, and her best 
friend Vicki Selph. We love you and 
may you rest in peace now baby girl.

St. John the Divine 
hosts Community 
Sing

South Hillsborough Ministe-
rial Association [SHMA], an or-
ganized, interactive group of local 
church ministers and congregations 
committed to the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in South Hillsborough 
County, will host the monthly 
“Community Sing” on Monday, 
Feb. 27 at the St. John the Divine 
Episcopal Church [West Campus] 
located at 705 9th St. S.E. Ruskin, 
beginning at 7 p.m. The “Prelude” 
to the sing will begin at 6:30 pm.  
Refreshments will be served af-
terwards. Call (813) 633-3970 for 
further information or visit www.
shmasouthshores.org

Southside Baptist 
Church to host 
concert

Southside Baptist Church will 
be hosting award winning vocal-
ist, Alan Harris at 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 4.  Alan has a “blended 
worship style that appeals to young 
and old alike.  He has toured with 
many of the Gaither Homecoming 
Friends and was recently honored 
with a Diamond Award nomina-
tion for Male Vocalist of the Year.  
His preaching style touches the 
heart.  He will be accompanied by 
his wife, Angie, and his son An-
drew. For more information call  
813-645-4085.

World Day of 
Prayer

On Friday, March 2, this year’s 
World Day of Prayer will be held 
at the St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Church, 1239 Del Webb Boule-
vard, West, in Sun City Center.  A 
breakfast buffet will be available 
at 10 a.m. followed by the ser-
vice at 11 a.m. which will include 
pageantry, a speaker, music, and 
prayer.  

Take a trip or tour
The Community Church College, 

1501 La Jolla Avenue is offering 
terrific Trips & Tours this Spring 
Session. 

The opera “Carmen” at the newly 
renovated Sarasota Opera House 
will be on Friday, March 16 and is 
an elegant setting for a gala eve-
ning.

Dinner at the Field Club House 
in Sarasota is Friday, March 9. The 
Field Club is an exclusive private 
club located on the estate of depart-
ment store mogul, Marshall Field. 
The setting is beautiful and  the hors 
de oeuvres and surf and turf dinner 
promises to be an elegant evening.

If you wish to see stunning homes, 
go boutique shopping or enjoy an 
excellent selection of restaurants, 
the House Tour at Lakewood Ranch 
is for you. This annual fundraiser 
by the Sarasota Orchestra Associa-
tion is Friday, March 2.

For reservations, visit the Col-
lege or call 813-634-8607. Hours 
are Monday through Thursday from 
8:30 a.m. to noon.

Unitarian 
Universalists 
announce events

February 23
The Unitarian Universalists of 

Sun City Center bring Melody 
Jameson, a lifelong resident of 
Florida, to discuss The League of 
Women Voters, what it is and what 
it has accomplished. Melody is a 
widely-experienced writer, editor 
and photographer. Her versatility 
as a communications specialist is 
reflected by the wide range of pub-
lications in which her work has 
appeared beginning with newspa-
pers such as The Seattle Times, 
The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, The 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune, The Bra-
denton Herald, The St. Petersburg 
Times, The Sun City Center Ob-
server as well as in magazine pe-
riodicals such as Southern Living, 
and Homestyles. Melody is current 
chairman of the South Hillsbor-
ough unit of Hillsborough Coun-
ty’s League of Women Voters.  She 
also is a certificated paralegal who 
prosecuted cases in Small Claims 
Court of the 13th Judicial Circuit 
on behalf of local corporations.

Take a 
safeguarding 
children class 

A safeguarding children class 
will be held from 1-4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, March 3 at the St. John the 
Divine Episcopal Church [SCC 
campus] 1015 E Del Webb Blvd. 
It is strongly recommended for 
all members who have keys to the 
church and for those who work or 
interact with children. It is open 
to everybody. Sign up sheets are 
available in each parish hall.  Sign 
up by Feb. 26. Certification is good 
for 5 years. Recertification is now 
available on-line. Questions or 
need to be re-certified? Call Judy 
Weiffenbach at 813-938-5078.

Arthritis and hip 
replacements 
seminar scheduled

Dr. Robert Maddalon, MD, MS, 
will present an arthritis and hip re-
placements seminar at 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 6 at St Andrew 
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Madd-
alon specializes in total joint re-
placement with arthroscopic and/
or computer-assisted surgery. 

If you will be attending this 
seminar call the church office at  
813-634-1252.

Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to 

love one another.
1 John 4:11
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Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Area Places of Worship

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Saturday

4:00 p.m. ............................. Sanctuary (Casual Service)
5:00 p.m. ................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)

Sunday
8:15 a.m. ...................... Sanctuary (Communion Service)
9:15 a.m. .................Creason Hall (Oasis Contemporary)
10:55 a.m. ........Sanctuary (Traditional with Choir & Bells)

Bookstore 633-8595 Pastor: dr. Warren Langer
Pastor: dr. daniel White

Spiritual Leader

Rev. Sue Meixner
813-362-0806

sue@alterways.com

Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.
Sun City Center 

Chamber of Commerce
1651 Sun City Center Plaza

Turning problems into lessons, lessons into wisdom and wisdom into freedom.

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Monday thru Friday ....................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday ..................................................................12 noon
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Rev. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Are you ready to listen?
God is speaking in your own spiritual language - a language you can hear

Come to a FREE talk:

“God is Speaking - Are We Listening?” 

by Jill Grimes, practitioner of Christian Science 

healing and a member of the Christian Science 

Board of Lectureship 

Sunday
February 26 

3 p.m.

Florida Room, SCC CA Building
N. Pebble Beach at Cherry Hills Drive

(945-D North Course Lane) Sun City Center

New Beginnings Fellowship welcomes 
new members

On Sunday Feb. 5 the congregation of New Beginnings Fellowship 
was privileged to welcome 17 new members into the fellowship.  Many 
of the new members have been attending for some time but were happy 
to sign the membership book, receive their certificates and be recognized 
by the congregation.  Pastor Lewis Brady presided over the service and 
welcomed each one to the fellowship.

Back row:  Brenda Figueroa, Carlos Figueroa, Bobby Thomas, Olon 
Miller. Middle row:  Wayne Hawkins, Sarah Hicks, Sylvia Thomas, 
Amanda Santos. Front row:  Chris Giddens, Sara Peel, Betty Foun-
tain and Louise Miller.

Mike Markaverich 
Jazz Trio to 
perform

The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, 1210 Del Webb 
Blvd. West, is proud to announce 
that it will be hosting the Mike 
Markaverich Jazz Trio on Friday 
Feb. 24 at 6:30 p.m. in the church 
sanctuary.  A native of Nashua, 
New Hampshire, Mike Markaver-
ich was a premature baby whose 
experience in the incubator re-
sulted in his blindness. In Novem-
ber 1988, he and his wife, Debbie, 
moved to Sarasota where he has 
been a regular member of the lo-
cal jazz scene. Mike has also ap-
peared in concert in various ven-
ues, appeared on television and 
radio, given workshops in schools 
and colleges, teaches jazz piano, 
and has produced eight of his own 
recordings.  Mike will perform a 
variety of jazz classics as well as 
several original arrangements of 
popular and Broadway songs.  

Mike will be accompanied by 
Ernie Williford on bass and vo-
cals.  Ernie grew up in Chicago 
playing R&B and blues. He spent 
four years in New Orleans work-
ing with a Dixieland band on 
Bourbon Street.  Ernie has made 
Sarasota his permanent residence 
since 1985.

Mike Markaverich

Beth Shalom 
spoofs “Glee”  

Congregation Beth Shalom of 
Brandon 706 Bryan Road, is  proud 
to present a new Purim Spiel/(a 
spoof or play), “A very Glee Me-
gillah.” It will be presented at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 7. 

This year they are happy to in-
corporate the TV show, “Glee,” as  
inspiration. The Glee characters fit 
very well into the Purim storyline. 

“We have some favorite actors 
from past year’s performances 
along with some new faces this 
year,” said Director Joel Edelson, 
“with some great choreography 
as well, designed  and taught by 
Elizabeth Edelson.”

 Make plans to see if Haman Sue 
Sylvester succeeds in bringing 
down Mordecai Will Schuster’s 
Glee Club and the rest of the Jews! 
It is toe tappin’, non-stop fun for 
the whole family! Come dressed 
as your favorite Purim (or Glee) 
character. The fun commences at 7 
p.m. with a short service, followed 
by the play.

SCC Beth Israel Synagogue of Sun City 
Center celebrates 25 years and honors 
its founders

On February 4, 2012, Beth Israel, The Jewish Congregation of Sun 
City Center celebrated its 25th Anniversary at the Renaissance Country 
Club. They honored the original founders, who are in the community, 
plus three past presidents. Over 90 members of the Temple attending 
the dinner were enlightened by shared stories of the beginnings of the 
synagogue.

From L to R:  Shirley Bergman, Joe Sheff, Frances Sheff, Sandra 
Hurwitz, Martin Dodell, Pearl Moss, Mel Moss.  In back row:  Donald 
Linsky,  Martin Hurwitz.   Missing from the photo  are Lil Aaron, Lynn 
Gordon, Annette Gibson and  Ruth Bialik.

Strike up the band
The South Shore Concert Band, led by new director Ken Easton will 

present a wide  selection of music at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 23 in 
the Trinity Baptist Church Sanctuary at 702 Del Webb Blvd. West in Sun 
City Center, corner of S.R. 674.  

The program will include a variety of music from show tunes to march-
es to Bach, a spirited composition, Toccata For Band.

Classic Dixie and 
Jazz to be enjoyed

At 7 p.m. on Friday, March 2 
at St. John the Divine Episcopal 
Church at 1015 Del Webb E. enjoy 
the rebirth of the Blues III and the 
Big Band Jazz Era.

Savor an evening of traditional 
sounds of classic Dixie and Jazz as 
it was played in the 1920s,1930s 
and 1940s. Stop by and relive 
those memories. 
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Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: Don’t attribute increased thirst and frequent trips out 
to urinate to your dog getting older. It may be the beginning of a 
kidney problem. Your veterinarian can help your dog more easily at 
the onset of the disease than after it has had a chance to develop.

715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411
Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 

• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

Now Open To 
The Public

Every Saturday
Tours at 11 a.m., 12:30 & 2 p.m.

13910 Seminole Trail
Wimauma

Adults: $15 • 12 and under: $7.50
Seniors (65+): $10 (3 and under FREE)

Under 18 must be accompanied by an adult
Members enter free with newsletter voucher

ElmirasWildlife.org (941) 776-8975
info@elmiraswildlife.org

$2 Off
Adult tour with this ad

Direct Cremation $925

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130
www.zipperersfuneralhome.com

Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County
Family owned and operated since 1979

EXP. 3/31/12

Annette’s Beauty Salon

Corner Hwy. 301 & SR 674 • Suite #108
In the Village Plaza (next to Copper Penny)

Golf Cart Accessible     634-5422

FULL SERVICE SALON for Men and Women 

Welcome Miriam
to our staff

Tuesday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

Checks and cash came out of 
wallets in a flurry, all for a woman 
who has helped our pets and home-
less animals for years.

At the end of the night, 
after all of her friends, 
customers, fellow ani-
mal lovers and business 
owners had left; after 
all of the food was gone 
and trash taken out to 
the dumpster, it appears 
they raised a little over 
$6300.

This is not the first, nor 
the second, nor the third 

time this community has come 
together to help. In the past year, 
the Chamber has donated the use 
of our banquet room to several 
groups who organized fundraisers 
for local people in need. 

It costs the Chamber nothing to 
donate our room, but it means the 
world to the folks who are in dire 
straits.

This community is one of the 
most generous I’ve ever lived in, 
and that generosity is one of the 
main reasons I love to call South 
Shore home.  From the all-volun-
teer Emergency Squad to the folks 
at Samaritan Services, from the 
pink-smocked volunteers at South 
Bay Hospital to the hundreds of 
you who donate your time to serve 
your condo or homeowners’ asso-
ciations, this area is blessed with 
people who give of themselves.

We wish Linda the best of luck 
with her medical tests and pray 
for good results.  And we humbly 
thank each of you who have given 
to the various folks who needed it.  
May it all come back to you ten-
fold.

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

It never ceases to amaze me how 
quickly this community comes to-
gether when one of our own is in 
need.  It happened again this past 
Friday night when hun-
dreds of local residents 
and business people 
came to the Chamber 
banquet room to partici-
pate in a fundraiser for 
Linda Cardamone.

Linda is the owner of 
the Three Legged Poo-
dle and has been taking 
care of local animals for 
years.  She has been ill 
for some time now and needs to 
have a biopsy of her lungs to rule 
out cancer.  But Linda is one of the 
millions of Americans who do not 
have any medical insurance.  The 
test alone costs more than $5000.

So, Friday afternoon, the donated 
items started coming in.  Hundreds 
of plants from local commercial 
growers in Riverview, framed art-
work donated by Sun Towers Re-
tirement, and every conceivable 
item for a silent auction.  Friends 
and volunteers began setting up re-
freshments.  DJ Gary from Apollo 
Beach provided the music.  The 
banquet room that serves as a 
meeting hall for networking during 
the week and becomes a church on 
Sundays was turned into a “store” 
of objects and items to purchase. 

There were some very special 
ladies who pulled this event to-
gether:  Robin Roberts, a local 
Arbonne independent contractor; 
Bonnie Flora who has been holding 
the Three Legged Poodle together; 
Sharon Roberts of All About Paws, 
and Janie Hadley who reached out 
to all of the various animal care 
groups in the South County area.

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

S.T.A.R.T. to meet
Science & Technology Ac-

tive Round Table (S.T.A.R.T.) 
will meet from 7:30 – 9 p.m. on 
Monday, March 12, Caper Room, 
Atrium Building, N. Pebble Beach 
Blvd., SCC At this meeting Walt 
Prouty will discuss, “The Making 
of a Pharmaceutical Drug.” No 
cost; all who are interested in sci-
ence and technology subjects are 
invited.

Foreclosure 
prevention 
workshop offered

The world of real estate is evolv-
ing and changing daily. The law 
office of Terrence F. Pyle, P.A. is 
generously donating his time to 
work one on one with individuals 
with questions about their options 
regarding their mortgages. People 
behind on their mortgage or upside 
down on their mortgage may be 
wondering what their options are 
and what government programs 
may help them.

You can find out the answer to 
questions like:

Can I do a strategic default? 
Does it make sense to do a loan 
modification? What happens after 
foreclosure? Can I own a house 
again? If I do a short sale will it 
cost me anything out of pocket? 
What happens to my credit? 

Terrence Pyle has been a licensed 
attorney since 1973, and his office 
is involved in all aspects of mort-
gage foreclosure including defense 
of mortgage foreclosure lawsuits. 
His office can assist in loan modi-
fications and the short sale process 
as well. Current information on 
the many government programs 
can also be provided.

The foreclosure workshop will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 25, from 
9 a.m. until 2  p.m. at the Florida 
Home Realty Professionals, Inc. 
office located at 10028 Water 
Works Lane, Riverview. Coffee 
and homemade treats will be avail-
able. For more information or to 
RSVP email pylelaw@gmail.com 
or call 813-562-8500.

Attention citizens 
over 60

• Are you having trouble making 
ends meet? 

• Could you use a little help with 
your grocery bill?

• Do you live in Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Polk, Highlands or 
Hardee County?

If so, the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (formerly 
known as Food Stamps) may be 
able to help you pay for some of 
your groceries.  The West Central 
Florida Area Agency on Aging has 
a team of specialists who can help 
you complete your Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance application 
over the phone. 

If you would like assistance 
in applying for the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), call at 800-96ELDER or 
800-963-5337.

Freedom Plaza to 
host events

Thursday, March 15 - Freedom 
Plaza Dance Club hosts dance

Free dance lessons at 6:15 p.m. 
with dance to follow from 7 - 9:30 
p.m. at Freedom Plaza Retirement 
Community, 1010 American Ea-
gle Blvd. Open to the public. No 
RSVP required. Dance the night 
away to the sounds of Rudy Rosa. 
Affordable cash bar offering beer, 
wine and sodas. 

Wednesday, March 21, Woof & 
Wine 

Bring your canine friends for an 
outside event of wine tasting, and a 
silent auction benefiting C.A.R.E. 
at Freedom Plaza’s Golf View Ter-
race Apartment grounds located at 
819 Freedom Plaza Circle just off 
the driveway into Freedom Plaza. 
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon cel-
ebrating dog ownership with other 
canine lovers. Follow event signs. 
RSVP required by March 13 call 
813-634-1824.

Women of 
Distinction 
honored

On Feb 7 the Sun City Center 
branch of the American Associa-
tion of University Women held a 
luncheon with 170 in attendance 
at the Community Hall to raise 
money for the Mature Women 
Scholarships. It was also a time to 
honor their Women of Distinction. 
The 2012 award went to Doretha 
Edgecomb, a 47 year educator on 
the Hillsborough County School 
Board, Jan Platt, a Hillsborough 
County Commissioner for 24 
years, and Dolores A. Berens, a lo-
cal SCC resident serving on many 
clubs and organizations. 

Bunny Blackstone chaired the 
event and was assisted by mem-
bers of her committee.

Jan Platt, Doretha Edgecomb, 
Dolores A. Berens.

Greater Riverview 
Chamber hosts 
golf tournament

The 18th Annual Greater Riv-
erview Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Tournament is slated for Sat-
urday, March 17 at Bloomingdale 
Golfers Club. Enjoy this special 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration with 
an 8 a.m. shotgun start!

Included with your admission 
(team and individuals) is the op-
portunity to attend a Golf Clinic 
with the pros from the John E. S. 
Cochrane Golf Schools at 7 a.m.  

Become a Hole Sponsor like 
Century 21 Beggins-Joe Eletto 
and A+ Hearing Center, Inc. and 
promote your business on the golf 
course. You may have a table with 
your brochures, business cards, 
and/or product samples located 
near one of 18 holes all for $150.

Have your business represented 
on the Green like Pivotal Busi-
ness Services and Blu Marc Print-
ing with a Green Sponsor Sign for 
$75.

For more information call Great-
er Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce (813) 234-5944 or email 
info@RiverviewChamber.com.

We print newsletters, 
bulletins, post cards, 

membership directories, 
tickets, posters, letterhead, 

envelopes, etc. 
Call us for ALL your 

church printing needs.
813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G
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105 PERSONAl

thank you st. Jude & st anthony for 
prayers answered. BK

271 lIvESTOCK

3 healthy calves, 2 females & 1 bull, 
6-8 months old. $250 each. Call  813-
805-2548 

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

almost new thrift store. 10008 indiana 
st., gibsonton (1 block off Us 41, 1 
block north gibsonton dr.,) Wednesday 
through saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, 
furniture, lots misc. Ministry first Baptist 
gibsonton.   813-671-0036 to donate

PENNY SALE
Feb. 25

9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Chula Vista Landings Clubhouse
1702 Gulf City Rd., Ruskin

• RAFFLES • SILENT AUCTION
• QUILT RAFFLE • 50/50

Lunch Served • Great Food
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Moving sale. thursday, friday & satur-
day, 2/23 through 2/25. 8am-2pm. 2016 
del Webb Blvd. east, sCC

tOPs garage sale. feb. 24, 8am-2pm. 
feb 25, 8am-noon. 1403 Brattleboro 
Circle (off Bunker Hill) sCC. treasures 
for all. no early birds

friday & saturday, 701 fox Hills dr, 
sCC. 8am-1pm. little of this & little of 
that. Come and see

1346 Bluewater sCC. 2/24 & 2/25, 8am-
? furniture, printers, jewelry, tv, lamps, 
clothes, shoes, collectibles, linens, 
household items & much more.

Community sales. friday 24, 9am-? 
furniture, glassware, jewelry, western 
books, patio furniture & small appli-
ances. Hot dog, soups, & deserts. 
sun City Mobile Home, 5116 sr 674. 
Wimauma

garage/ moving sale. Many items 
including, household, furniture, tools, 
etc. friday & saturday, 9am-4pm. 1931 
south Pebble Beach Blvd., sCC. 

Huge garage sale. 2 trailers of small ap-
pliances, bicycles, exercise equipment, 
books, etc. something for everyone. 
saturday, feb 25, 9am-2pm. dooley 
groves, 1651 stephens rd/ (old sun 
City)

Huge yard sale. saturday, 2/25, 8am-? 
something for everyone. 716 tam O 
shanter ave., sun City Center

large garage sale. feb. 24 & 25, friday 
& saturday, 8am-3pm. Household items, 
clothes, crafts & more. 2343 emerald 
lake drive, sCC 

Community garage sale. in the club 
house. King richards Court, 10306 Big 
Bend rd., riverview. saturday, feb. 
25, 8am-?

Multi family garage sale. 6319 Cotton-
wood lane, apollo Beach. saturday, 
2/25, 9am-2pm. furniture, old books, 
dolls & lots of stuff.

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 WOMEN’S PANTS Sale

2 for 1 on all
women’s pants

Plus, the secret sale

310 gARAgE /yARD SAlE

greenbriar entire neighborhood sale. 
friday & saturday, feb. 24 & 25, 8am-
2pm. sr 674 to s. Pebble Beach Blvd.,  
1 mile down & take a right. Parking on 
one side  of  the street only.

Yard sale. saturday, 9am-2pm. to 
Benefit the SCC Relay for Life. Payant 
financial parking lot. 1653 sCC Plaza. 
furniture, clothing,  decorative & house-
hold items 

Ruskin United Methodist Church

METHODIST MEN
Chicken Dinner

$6
Chicken, 

Mashed Potatoes 
and Gravy, 

Green Beans, Roll, 
Salad, Dessert, 

and Drink

Saturday, Feb. 25
4 to 6 p.m.

Ruskin United Methodist Church

105 4th Ave. NW • Ruskin

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

608 Allegheny Dr., SCC
Fri. & Sat., Feb. 24 & 25

7 a.m. to noon

Home: 741-0225 • Cell: 382-7536

CONTENTS INCLUDE: Long 
Dining Room Table w/Chairs (a 
BEAUTIFUL SHOWPIECE), Floral 
Sofas and Matching Wing Back 

Chair, Pink Wing Back Chair, 
Swivel Rockers, Full & Queen 

Bedroom Sets, a Variety of 
Coffee, End & Lamp Tables, TVs, 
Office Desk & Office Furniture, 

Dining Room Table w/Floral 
Cross Stitched Chairs, Glass-

ware, and Collectibles, Kitchen-
ware, Garage Items & Tools,

and More! DON'T MISS OUR 
OTHER SALE THIS WEEKEND 

ON (99 SOLA LANE) Thursday-
Friday, FEBRUARY 23-24th.

 See You There! 
 PLEASE PARK ON SIDE OF SALE 
DUE TO EMERGENCY VEHICLES. 

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

99 Sola Lane, SCC
Thurs. & Fri., Feb. 23-24

7 a.m. to Noon

Home: 741-0225 • Cell: 382-7536

Don’t Miss This One! Contents 
Include: Gorgeous 7' Curio 

Cabinet, Bow Front Curio Cabinet, 
Claw Foot Pedestal Dining Room 
Table w/Chairs, China Cabinet, 

Buffet/Server, Beautiful Carnival, 
Fenton, and Colored Glass, 

Burgundy La-Z-Boy, Pink La-Z-Boy, 
Rocker/Recliners, Beautiful Floral 

La-Z-Boy Sofa, End, Coffee, & 
Lamp Tables, Cherry Entertainment 

Center, Cane Rocking Chair, 
Kitchen Table w/2 Chairs, 

Bamboo/Rattan Glass Top Table 
w/Chairs, Bamboo/Rattan Etagere 

& Sofa Table, Corner Shelfs, 
Papa/Mama San Chairs,  5-Pc. 
White Queen Bedroom Set, 
Secretary, Office Furniture, 

Collectibles, Household & Garage 
Items, Gorgeous House
with Beautiful Treasures

Too Much To List! 
DON'T MISS OUR OTHER SALE 

THIS WEEKEND ON (608 Allegheny 
Dr.) FRIDAY-SATURDAY, February 

24-25th. See You There.

PLEASE PARK ON SIDE OF SALE 
DUE TO EMERGENCY VEHICLES.

741-0225
Cell: 382-7536

312 ESTATES SAlES

Fri. & Sat. (7-1)
1209 Bluewater Dr., SCC

Bamboo Soe w/Chairs, Love Seat, Queen & 
Twin Bedroom Suites, Dining Room Suite 
w/6 Chairs, Rocking Chairs, Recliners, 
Noritake China, Patio Furniture, Desk 

w/Chair, TVs, Entertainment Center, Swivel 
Rockers, Bookcases, Bar Stools, File Cabinet, 

Card Table w/Chairs, Jewelry, 
Household, Kitchen and Misc. Items.

www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Anne's Estate Sales
Friday & Saturday • (7-1)
1008 El Rancho Dr., SCC
(813) 758-7952 or (813) 758-7954

Furniture: Sofa with Incliners, Trundle 
Bed, Recliner, Sofa Sleeper, Swivel 

Rocker, Dinette Tables w/Chairs, TVs, 
Card Table w/Chairs, Patio Furniture; 

Tools: Work Bench, Tool Chest, 
Aluminum Ladder, Gas Grill; 

Collectables: Cameras, Artwork; 
Jewelry: Vintage & Costume;

Household, Kitchen, Tools & Misc.
www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

Anne's Estate Sales

‘The Price is Right!’

Bassett Sofa, Loveseat & Chair/Ottoman, 
Light Oak End Tables, Coffee & Sofa 
Tables, Entertainment Wall Unit, Curio 
Cabinet, Light Oak Dining Table w/4 Chairs 
& Hutch, La-Z-
Boy Recliners, 
Side Chairs, 
Dining Table w/6 
Chairs, Hutch & 
Server, Rattan 
Sofa, Chairs, 
Nest Tables & 
Glass Top Table 
w/4 Chairs, 
Bassett Bedroom Suite, 5-Piece Bedroom 
Suite, Rollaway Bed, Lamps, End Tables, 
Entertainment Centers, Computer Desks, 
Large Screen TV, Collectables: Beeleek, 
Capodimonte, Fenton, Teamster Twin 
Spout Teapot, Heisey & Limoge, Sterling, 
Glassware, Vintage Cookware, Antiques 
-- High Chair, Flat Lid Steamer Trunk, 
French Horn, Lawn Bowls, Doll Houses, 
Jewelry, Clothing, Tools, Yamaha Golf 
Cart, Kitchenware & Garage Items. 

Please Park on side of sale
www.denneysestatesales.com

denney’s estate sales
908 La Jolla Ave., SCC

Fri. & Sat., Feb. 24 & 25
7 a.m to 1 p.m.
(813) 477-1793

‘The Price is Right!’

Call for
Directions

Delivery Available

Quality Furniture at A�ordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More

Quality Wicker & Rattan Furniture
2711 N. Macdill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607 • 813-876-1566

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed Weekends

We re-cover or make new cushions

Check us out @ www.QualityWicker.com

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR
EVERY ROOM INSIDE 

AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

Dealer in Gold & Silver Coins 
Domestic & Foreign
BUYING SILVER COINS

(will pay as well or more than hotel/
motel buyers, depending on market) 

Don’t wait for the market 
to soar to buy more!

Call for private consultation or appointment. 
All transactions are strictly confidential.

(813) 634-3816
Cell  (813) 503-4189
“Your local dealer for over 20 years”

Sun City Center COINS

Sale Good Thurs. 2/23 thru Sat. 2/25
Open: 10-5 p.m. Thurs. & Fri.

10-3 p.m. Sat.

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

Lady Chameleon Boutique

301 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin

in Ruskin is closing

(813) 645-1964

Misc. Inventory, Equipment & 
Furniture. All at Garage Sale Prices.
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Rectangle glass & wood dining room 
table w/ chairs $125, Large wood china 
cabinet w/ light $100. Double hospital 
bed $75. Blonde 4 pcs bedroom set 
$125,  813-765-5220

Like new 6 pc lanai set. Off white alu-
minum framing with sling seats, table 
54x36, w swivel tilt chairs, matching bar/ 
server. Paid $1,600. any reasonable of-
fer considered.  813-633-8365 

360 GOLf CarTS

Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. Ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-484-9855 or 813-645-4515

bogey bill’s Golf Cars 
Cruise Car, Loadmaster trailer, Club 

Car, E-Z Go. New, custom, restoration, 
rebuilds, rentals, solar, LSV upgrades, 
SVC, seasonal  storage, parts, charger 
repair & Trojan batteries. 2202 US 41 

S. Ruskin.  813-649-8099 

390 MISC. fOr SaLe

Trailer, heavy duty. New dishwasher. 
Honda motor for mixer or mower. Musi-
cal instruments. Avon Mugs, plates, red 
glass.  812-691-4845

425 SLIPS Or STOraGe

South Bay RV & Boat Storage. Special-
izing in outside storage for RVs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.SouthBay-
Storage.com

Storage  
ramey’s business Park 

Dollar a day. RV & boat storage & 
heavy equipment. Water & electric 

hookup, 1/4 mile from Williams Park 
boat ramp. Also RV lots available. 

813-310-1888, 813-690-1836, 813-
849-1469, 

455 auTOMObILeS

Will buy your used automobile for cash. 
2005 or older, less that 60,000 miles. For 
more info. call Doug 813-944-8478  

456 TruCkS aNd VaNS

2006 Ford F-250 Lariat, powerstroke 
diesel, 4WD, crew cab, chrome edition, 
105,000 miles, spray-on bedliner, extra 
clean. $23,000. 813-634-1016 or 813-
645-0874. Must sell due to death.                                                                 

463 CaMPerS

1997 Jayco 5th wheel camper, designer, 
1 slide-out, 35’, kept undercover, like 
new, includes generator. $8,000. 813-
634-1016. Must sell due to death.

565 M.H. IN ParkS

Holiday Palms RV Park. 55+ park Trailer 
with glass enclosed Florida room,  lot 
11. $5,000 obo.  includes everything.  
989-255-6244 

Beautiful 900 sf on Little Manatee River, 
tons of updates. Breathtaking view, low  
lot rent. Park approval required. $27,000 
obo. Commission paid to  buyers agent. 
Visit www.sharpsales.com ad:125828 
Call  813-260-2181 

Cozy 2br/1ba, furnished, CHA, carport, 
patio, added work room, new aluminum 
roof. Remodeled. 55+ $200 lot rent. 
Ruskin. $7,000.  813-645-5430 

Ruskin 55+ senior park. Recently re-
modeled, beautiful 12x65, 4br/2ba MH, 
new 3/4” ply-board floor throughout w/ 
roof over, 6x10 shed, large screened 
porch, 2 car carport. Joins the Little 
Manatee river. Private dock & ramp. 
$10, 500, lot rent $289 monthly.  813-
419-4066. Pet friendly

• STARTER/RETIREMENT HOME:
This 2BR/2BA nicely furnished Mobile-home 
with a large den/3rd BR, is in great shape, 

with open bright living room, eat-in space in 
kitchen, newer CHA, screen porch, carport 
and large utility shed. Great corner lot, no 
monthly fees, no flood insurance needed. 

$49,900.
• 2BR/2BA FURNISHED DOUBLEWIDE, 

with large enclosed lanai, utility room, carport 
and shed, on its own lot. Huge MBR & MBA, 

beautiful kitchen, built-in china cabinets in 
dining room, double roof and more! $59,500. 
• 2BR/2BA NEAT, CLEAN DOUBLEWIDE, 

spacious open floor plan, bright modern 
kitchen with bay windows, large enclosed 

lanai, inside utility, a great 12x24 workshop 
and carport. $61,900.

CALL

Claire
Tort

CELL:
(813) 363-7250

America’s premier 55 and better 
master planned community has it all!

Paired villas, single-family homes and estate 
homes from the $150's! 4 recreational 

facilities, 6 golf courses, 10 indoor & outdoor
pools, 4 fitness and wellness centers, 2 full
service spas, on-site dining & restaurants.
Ask about FREE GOLF CART offer! 

888-458-9611 or mintofla.com

CALL
(813) 645-3211
Serving South Hillsborough

County since 1924
www.dickmanrealty.com

dickman@tampabay.rr.com
Celebrating 88 Years

1924 — 2012

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318
Joanie Cooper ........................ 480-2428

WATERFRONT FOR UNDER $125,000?? You bet, and room for 2 families in this 
stilt duplex on Ruskin canal with great views of Bay and river. 2BR/2BA and 1BR/1BA 
with recent updating and spiffing up. CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288 
WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO? Owner wants an offer to consider on this outstanding 
riverfront house. Beautiful new kitchen, fresh and clean 3BR/2BA with flowing plan 
great for entertaining or just quiet enjoyment, water views from almost every room 
and lanai. Includes boat! CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288 
COMMERCIAL ACRE IN RUSKIN with a nice large house, 4 offices, 2.5 BA, 
detached garage, and double carport, on a beautiful cleared lot with few large oaks. 
CG zoning, large road frontage, circular driveway, and great location close to main 
highway. $239,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
BEAUTIFUL RIVERFRONT LOT, RUSKIN: Ready for your dream house/ manufac-
tured home. All utilities are on site, lot is fenced and gated and has newer large dock. 
Come enjoy water, fishing and nature at its best! Zoning PD-MU. $199,900. CALL 
CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
CLEARED ACREAGE RIGHT IN TOWN! Close to main highway and new subdivi-
sions, this 5-acre property can be a perfect spot for your family home or a great 
investment for future development. $125,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
CAREFREE LIVING IN SUN CITY CENTER! This beautiful, spotless, move-in ready 
2BR/2BA, 2-car garage Nassau model has been well taken care of and meticulously 
maintained with a newer roof and state of the art HVAC system. Call today for a 
showing and make this home your own! DON’T LET THIS ONE GET AWAY. 
$135,000. CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
WATERFRONT LOT – Beautiful building lot ready for the home of your dreams 
located on a wide canal with no bridges to the bay. Lot size is 75x140 mol with county 
water and sewer available & no HOA. $90,000. CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
GREAT PRICE FOR WATERFRONT!! $299,900 OVER 1 ACRE ON LITTLE 
MANATEE RIVER. Features extra large bedrooms which includes in-law or guest 
quarters. 5-Car garage for the car-lovers with extra carport. High bank of the river --  
out of the flood zone. This is a must see. Easy to show so CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 
or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201. 
PRICE REDUCED!!! GORGEOUS RIVERFRONT LOCATION!! Quaint and cozy 
1BR/1BA with a dock and two storage sheds. Large lot with towering oak trees and 
completely fenced with 121 feet on the river. Just $129,900. CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
NEED SPACE FOR YOUR 65’ BOAT? This townhouse at Bahia Beach offers just 
that as well as beautiful sunrises and the fun of watching the manatees and birds 
play. 2BR/2BA completely re-done including painting and new carpet. Only 9 units in 
this cozy community and only townhomes with private docks. Balcony and sundeck. 
Corner unit on a cul-de-sac. $245,000. CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK 748-2201.

565 M H IN ParkS

55+ park 2br/1ba, large Florida room, 
work shop inside a workshop, 2 car 
carport, minor inside repair needed, 
but not necessary. Boat dock available.  
813-641-3203, $5,600.

2br/2ba lovely wooded park, Alafia River 
access. Completely furnished, move-in 
ready, screened room & carport. Riv-
erview $6,000 obo.  813-234-3667 

610 WaTerfrONT reNTaLS

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kaymen 
Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency apart-
ments on water. Boat docking /fishing. 
Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, plus $300 
deposit, utilities included. No pets.    813-
850-5217, 813-863-6123

Apollo Beach on water. Furnished 1 
bedroom apt, all utilities, including cable 
internet, laundry. No smoking, no pets. 
$800 monthly, $400 deposit. Call Bob 
813-645-4117

611 HOuSeS fOr reNT

One bedroom plus loft. Cedar interior. 
In country near SCC. $140 weekly plus 
deposit, includes basic  utilities, A/C 
extra . 813-335-2877 

3 bedroom Apollo Beach home with ga-
rage & fenced yard. $950 monthly, plus 
$950 security deposit. 813-482-6374

2br/1ba house, quiet street near Bloom-
ingdale Ave., Riverview. Completely 
remodeled $775 monthly with lease.  
813-649-1599 

Sun City Center, 2br/2ba, den 1,500 sf 
home. All appliances included. Ready to 
occupy. Call  813-918-1826 

Kings Lake, Apollo Beach. 3br/2ba/2cg, 
1500 sf,  new paint/ carpet, unfurnished, 
no pets. $1095 monthly plus deposit. 
405-234-1204 or 813-468-1264 

612 aPTS. fOr reNT

For rent: Efficiency apartments. Weekly 
rates, utilities furnished 813-677-8789,   
813-601-1542 or 813-516-0896

Ruskin. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, no pets, 
washer /dryer hookup. includes water 
& mowing. 813-645-1801

Apollo Beach. Large 1br/1ba. Remod-
eled: New bath & kitchen, new tile floors, 
laundry/ storage room, carport. $650 
monthly. Hall 813-645-6985 

Ruskin, 3br/1ba, CHA, utility shed, 
washer/ dryer hookup. Very clean.  
813- 645-1447 

613 CONdOS fOr reNT

Kings Point over 55. 2br/2ba furnished 
condo, available April 1st. Annual rate 
$850 monthly plus utilities. Lanai over-
looks stream & golf course.  Queen bed 
in MB, queen pull-out couches in guest  
living rooms. Washer/ dryer, 2 cable 
TVs, carport. 2 clubhouses with pools. 
No smoking, no pets.  772-231-6012 

613 CONdO fOr reNT

Super, furnished, 1br/1.5ba in gated 
Kings Point, SCC. Includes washer/ dry-
er, cable, water, bus to door, clubhouse, 
more! $650 monthly 813-633-8083 

614 duPLex fOr reNT

2br/1.5ba duplex with office. ideal 
live /work space. New construction in 
Ruskin. $875 monthly. Available now.  
813-649-1599 

615 TOWNHOMeS fOr reNT

Kings Lake townhome for rent. $900 
monthly. 1,134 sf, 2br/2.5ba. screened 
lanai, washer, dryer. No dogs. Call 813-
677-8701. Available now

620 rOOMS fOr reNT

Available 1st of March. 2 rooms, share 
kitchen & bath, private entrance. Cable, 
electric & water included. $500 monthly, 
$200 deposit. Background check a must 
& references.  813-634-5804, leave 
message 

630 M.H. reNTaLS

For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home near 
shopping  center in Gibsonton. 813-677-
8789, 813-601-1542 or 813-516-0896

for rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

One bedroom furnished, water & electric  
included. $165 weekly. Two bedroom 
(not furnished) $165 weekly,  plus secu-
rity deposit.    R & M Mobile Home Park 
in Gibsonton. 813-236-9207

One bedroom RV on private property. 
References. $125  weekly plus deposit. 
includes utilities.  813-363-6001 

Ruskin, 1br/1ba MH for rent in quiet 
setting, 1-2 people. No smoking, no 
pets, references needed. Weekly rent 
$150 includes utilities, $300 security 
deposit, 6 month minimum. Call 649-
1599 8am-4pm. 

644 COMMerCIaL

Commercial property for rent in Ruskin. 
First floor unit approx. 1200 sf, low traffic 
desired, hours of operation 8am-6pm. 
newly remodeled. near major intersec-
tion, must pass background & credit 
check. $950 monthly, $950 security 
deposit. Please call  813-210-6540 for 
viewing & more info. 

645 OffICe SPaCe

646 WareHOuSe SPaCe

Garage & mini storage, RV lots & mobile 
home lots for rent. Call  Pirates Treasure 
Cove, Gibsonton.  813-677-1137

651 bOOkkeePING

Quickbooks®  
Certified Pro-Advisor. Can do attitude: 
1099’s, W2’s, forms, cleanup & review  
financials, full bookkeeping services, 
tutoring, software & issues, classes. 

Hourly rates. Your local office or mine. 
Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net www.theasquickbookkeeping.com 

672 WINdOW 

Sparking Clean Windows! 
Do you have dirty windows? Let me 
clean them for you. Call for free esti-

mate 813-410-1336 

NOW RENTING
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

OCCUPANCY
RIVERWOOD APARTMENTS

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
Rental Rates Beginning

at $520 + Utilities

For Rental Information 
call: (813) 645-7320
(TDD 800-955-8771)

709 Oceanside Circle 
Ruskin

Mon-Fri 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Equal Housing Opportunity 

Why drive 20 miles for your 
printing?  We are your 
 neighborhood printer

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

Advertise in the  
newspaper that your 

community is reading.

2BR/2BA in Andover, screened 
porch, W/D, Owner Financing with
20% down ...........................$23,500
YORK in Highgate (1BR/1.5BA), 
1000 sq. ft. under A/C, skylight, 
covered parking at front door, 
enclosed lanai, large
utility room.........................$31,200
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CaSH fOr CarS!  
We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE Top 
Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  1-800-

558-1097 We’re Local!

SaVe $500.00. Take Viagra?  
100MG and CIALIS 20mg!  40 Pills+  

4/FREE for only $99.  #1 Male 
Enhancement,  discreet Shipping.   

Only  $2.25/pill.  The Blue Pill Now!   
1-888 800-1280

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo!  SAVE 
when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV 
and get up to $300 BACK! (select plans).  
Limited Time Call NOW! 877-265-1754

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS WANTED!!!  
Get the Most Cash, up to $27 per 
box!  Shipping Paid!  Must be Sealed 
& Unexpired.  Call Tony 813-528-1480  
tonyteststrips@hotmail.com

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month 
PLUS 30 Premium Movie Channels 
FREE for 3 Months! SAVE! & Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL - 888-
418-9787 

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

MANTIS Deluxe Tiller. NEW! FastStart 
engine. Ships FREE.  One-Year Money-
Back Guarantee when you buy DIRECT.  
Call for the DVD and FREE Good Soil 
book! 866-674-4644

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! *  Get 
a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for Free and programming 
starting  at $19.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, Call Now.  
1-800-795-7279  

SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital 
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/mo 
(for 12 months.) Options from ALL major 
service providers. Call Acceller today to 
learn more! CALL 1-888-903-2647  

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  Any Kind/Brand.  
Up to $24.00 per box.  Shipping Paid.  
Hablamos Espanol.  Call 1-800-267-
9895 / www.SellDiabeticstrips.com  ; 

A CHILDLESS, SUCCESSFUL, COU-
PLE SEEKS TO ADOPT. Large extend-
ed family.  Financial security.  Expenses 
paid. Call Lori & Kathy.  1-888-929-4299. 
(FL Bar#0150789)

A CHILDLESS, SUCCESSFUL, WOM-
AN SEEKS TO ADOPT. Loving/stable 
home.  Will be hands-on w/flexible 
schedule. Large family w/adopted rela-
tives. Financial security.  Expenses paid.  
Emily or Adam 1-800-790-5260. (FL 
Bar#0150789)

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice for 
an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Living/Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially 
Secure Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  
Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228)

* ADOPT *  College Sweethearts, Cre-
ative Professionals yearn for 1st miracle 
baby to Love, cherish & devote our lives.  
George & Lisa *   FLBar42311  1-800-
552-0045.  Expenses Paid   

MA$$IVE CA$H FLOW  Returning 
2-minute phone calls with no selling or 
convincing!  TAX FREE. For Proof Leave 
Msg.  641-715-3900  Ext 689808#

676 CarPeT & Tile

CARPET & TILE
CLEANERS
813-304-5850

No Hidden Cost or Gimmicks!

$1995 $2495
Per carpet area

Truck mount 
cleaning system

Per room for tile 
and grout

up to 120 sq. ft.
All cleaning includes deodorizer

680 adulT/CHild Care

Experience caregiver/ housekeeper. 
Dependable. Excellent driving records. 
References. also house cleaning. Call 
Donna 813-645-2456  

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

SerViCeS

700

685 muSiCal rePair

PIANO TUNING 
           & REPAIR
Also other musical 

instruments

813-645-4112

704 Junk remOVal

Hauling unwanted items. Demolition, 
boats, cars, appliances, trash, yard de-
bris, junk. Anything you don’t need. Free 
estimate Call Dave 813-447-6123  

705 Cleaning

ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

705 Cleaning

Do you need a house cleaner? Call 
Sandy. Honest, dependable & reliable.  
16yrs experience in SCC. 813-645-
5273, leave message.

708 mOVerS

Affordable Moving. One piece or whole 
house. Also specializing in estate sale 
delivery.  Loading & unloading storage 
units/  trucks & more Free estimate.  
Dave  813-447-6123 

710 lawn Care

Henry’s lawn maintenance  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, tree 

service. Pressure washing. Monthly 
lawn maintenance. Licensed & in-

sured. Free estimates. 813-477-3054 
www.henryslawnmaintenance.com

b&S lawn Care, inc. 
Professional lawn care providing all 
of your turf, landscaping & irrigation 

needs. Residential/ commercial. www.
bandslawncare.com 813-645-7266 

715 fill dirT/Hauling

myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

Pittman Trucking & Tractor  
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

720 HOme mainT.

Handyman  
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. Insured. 
Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City Center 

& Kings Point.  

Call 813-649-1418 
Handyman Custom Carpentry 

Doors installed, sundecks, framing, 
screen enclosures,   repairs, plumbing, 

electrical, painting.  Senior discount 
Free estimates.  813-645-1778.  www.
MYIC.com/customcarpentry  C-117507

735 TranSPOrTaTiOn

At Your Service Transportation to 
Tampa airport /charters /cruise ship.  
Excellent prices. Licensed/ insured.  Call 
Express Transportation  813-731-9283 
for rates

740 miSC. SerViCeS

Seawall repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

in your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com Oliver 
& Company  

880 ParT-Time

Nail tech needed. Upscale senior living 
community in SCC. Part-time, full cliental 
awaits you.  813-792-1366

Goodson’s
Strawberry Market

NOW HIRING
Kitchen Help

Call

(813) 690-5053

adOPTiOn  give your baby a loving, 
financially secure family.  Living ex-
penses paid.  Call attorney Charlotte 
Danciu  28 years experience.  1-800-
395-5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.
com ; fl bar # 307084  

adOPTiOn  giVe yOur baby THe 
beST in life!  many kind, lov-
ing, educated & financially Secure 
Couples waiting.  living & medical 
Expenses Paid.  Counseling & Trans-
portation Provided.  former birth 
moms on Staff!  flOrida adOPTiOn 
law grOuP, P.a.  attorneys who 
truly care about you.  Jodi Sue rut-
stein, m.S.w., J.d.  mary ann Scherer, 
r.n., J.d.  Over 30 Combined years of 
Adoption Experience.  1-800-852-0041  
Confidential 24/7 (#133050&249025)   

ADOPTION  866-633-0397  Unplanned 
Pregnancy?  Provide your baby with 
a loving, financially secure family.  
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses 
paid.  Social worker on staff.  Call 
compassionate attorney lauren fein-
gold  (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7  

ADOPTION  888-812-3678  All Expens-
es Paid.  Choose a loving, financially 
Secure family for your child  24 Hrs 7 
Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attor-
ney amy Hickman.  (lic. #832340)    

Any laptop repaired just $79. Macs too. 
REALLY! FREE Fedex shipping! $69 
extra for screen or motherboard replace-
ment. CALL Authorized Laptop Repair 
Specialists 888-485-3858  

ARE YOU PREGNANT?  A Childless 
Married Couple Seeks to Adopt!  Large 
Extended Family.  Financial Security.  
Expenses Paid.  Theresa and Steve  
1-877-801-7256  (FL Bar # 0150789)  

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

REGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption expert.  
You choose from families nationwide.  
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-
413-6298.  License #100013125

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. You WIN or Pay Us Nothing.  
Contact Disability Group, Inc. Today! 
BBB Accredited. Call For Your  FREE 
Book & Consultation. 888-903-1353  

SurrOgaTe mOm needed to carry 
our baby.  **generous Compensation 
Paid**  Charlotte H. Danciu  1-800-395-
5449  www.adoption-surrogacy.com ; 
fl bar # 307084  

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for 
hands on Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid 
if qualified – Housing available. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-
314-6283

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
Home.  *Medical, *Business, *Criminal 
Justice, *Hospitality. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
888-203-3179 www.CenturaOnline.
com 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Approved; 
financial aid if qualified.  Job placement 
assistance.  Call National Aviation 
Academy Today!  1-800-659-2080 or 
NAA.edu  

Earn your high school diploma at home.  
Work at your own pace.  First Coast 
Academy, nationally accredited.  Call 
for free brochure, 1-800-658-1180, ext. 
77.  www.fcahighschool.org

GOT LOTS OF DEBT OR CREDITORS  
No Amount Too Small or Too Large  
National Consumer Program  Free 
Federal Debt Hot Line (855) 840-6020  
Hablamos Espanol

GIGANTIC MIRRORS  Jobsite Left-
overs, Brand New, Perfect Condition, 
48”x100” (7), $115 each;  60”x100” (8) 
$140 each;  72”x100” (11), $165 each.  
Free delivery.  1-800-473-0619.

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money Down.  
No Credit check!  Call Now 1-888-270-
0372  

Assistant Sales Manager needed for 
Customer Service  Sales, inventory 
control.  Excellent verbal and written 
skills  $500 weekly.  Send resumes  
needajob1911@hotmail.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 
- $48 per hour / No Experience  Full 
Benefits / Paid Training  1-800-593-2664  
Ext. 110  Now Hiring!!     

LIVE-WORK-PARTY-PLAY!  Play in 
Vegas, Hang in LA, Jet to New York!  
Hiring 18-24 girls/guys.  $400-$800 wkly.  
Paid expenses.  Signing Bonus.  Are you 
energetic & fun?  Call 1-866-574-7454

NOW HIRING:  Companies desperately 
need employees to assemble products 
at home.  No selling, any hours.  $500 
weekly potential.  Info. 1-985-646-1700  
DEPT. FL-820

WANTED:  Process Mail From Home!  
Pay Weekly!  Free Supplies!  Bonuses!  
Genuine Opportunity!  Helping Home-
workers for 20 years!  Call 1-888-302-
1512.  www.howtowork-fromhome.
com ; 

SELLING 20 TEXAS Acres, West Texas 
Was $17,900, Sacrifice for $8,900. I will 
take $89.00 down and $89/month. No 
credit. Gary 1-888-653-2796

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE  
Any Credit!  Any Income!  Foreclosure 
Homes and Land  View Properties at:  
www.roselandco.com or call Rose Land 
& Finance Corp.  866-937-3557

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.  
Get a Free Talking Meter and diabetic 
testing supplies at No Cost, plus Free 
home delivery!  Best of all, this meter 
eliminates painful finger pricking!  Call 
888-377-3536

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 90 
percent on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off 
your first prescription and free shipping.   
Prescriptions Dispensed from Canada 
are Dispensed by: Health One Phar-
macy. License Number: 21791

MAKE THE PAIN STOP NOW!  Joint, 
muscle, back and other.  We can help!  
Most Doctor and Insurance Approved.  
Non narcotic relief.  Free telephone con-
sultation.  1-866-306-9411 ext 1A

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA From Home 
6-8 Weeks  Accredited  Get A Diploma!  
Get A Job!  Free Brochure  1-800-264-
8330  www.diplomafromhome.com ; 
Benjamin Franklin High School  

BOAT LIFT US, INC  PWC Lifts and 
Parts  • Motor  • Switches  • Cables  • 
Remotes  • Walk Boards and Service 
Platforms  All in Stock  www.boatliftus.
com ; 800-242-0015

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA From Home 
6-8 Weeks  Accredited  Get A Diploma!  
Get A Job!  Free Brochure  1-800-264-
8330  www.diplomafromhome.com ; 
Benjamin Franklin High School  

Advertise your  
product of service in 

over 125 free  
community  

publications throughout 
the State of Florida 

 Fast, easy, very  
affordable.  

For complete details, 
call Beverly at  
813.645.3111   

ext. 201 

Have a nice day
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Business & Trade direcTory

PAINTING

BAIL BONDS

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 50 Years Experience

®

TREE TRIMMING

Tuffstuff
Trees

813-446-8651

• Tree Trimming 
• Planting 
• Removal of all Trees
PETE TUFF
Licensed & Insured

WINDOW FILM

WINDOW CLEANING

FLOORING

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

Chamber Members • Licensed and Insured
David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!

Specializing in Hardwood,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

The Floor Source

SMALL BUSINESS, 
SMALL PRICES

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

• Residential • Commercial
• New Roofs • Re-Roofs

• Flat Roofs
• Leak Repairs • Tile

Frank Shaft
FL Certified Roofing Contractor

CCC# 1327713

Palm Tree
Roofing

Florida Certified Roofing Contractor
PalmTreeRoofing@gmail.com

www.ApolloBeachRoofing.com
PalmTreeRoofing@gmail.com

Proudly Serving: Sun City Center
Ruskin • Apollo Beach • Riverview

and surrounding areas
Member SCC Chamber of Commerce

OFFICE 813-333-6320
CELL 813-777-9808

We will match any 
Competitor’s Discount and 

Prices within this area.

813-741-9220
13414 Lincoln Road • Riverview, FL 33569

www.bigbendstorage.com

Servicing Riverview, Apollo 
Beach, and Sun City Center

STORAGE

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE!

Call 645-3111 and 
place your ad in the 

Business & Trade 
Directory

CONCRETE COATINGS

HANDYMAN*

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

PLUMBING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

ROOFING

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

ROOFING

 (813) 471-1054 
826 W. Shell Point Rd., Ruskin

Fully Insured & Bonded FREE ESTIMATES

All TrAdes of 
ConsTruCTion & roofing

www.homeandroof.com

ALL TRADES of CONSTRUCTION      & ROOFING

Residential • Commercial
• Insurance Required Roof  

Inspections
• Roof  Repairs/Replacements
• Tile Roof  Coatings
• Exterior Repairs, Waterproofing 

and Painting

No Job Too Small!CGC 059604
CCC 1327410

WINDOW TINTING

SOLAR-X
Residential 

Window Tinting in SCC 
since 1976

• Reduce energy bills
• Reduce fading, heat and glare

• Increase privacy
• Strong factory-backed warranty

Call Bob Harris
for free estimate

(813)
642-3914

The Right Way Roofing 
& Associates

Call Clay  (813) 267-6098

®
CARDS

We help with homeowners’ insurance problems
Reroof & Repairs on Shingle,

Metal, Tile & Flat Roofs

30+ years experience
Locally owned & operated 

CCC1328166

FREE ESTIMATES  • Certified

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

Call now to book your appointment

Now scheduling appointments  for 
HOME  WATCH  SERVICE

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

• Exceptional 
Service •

Registered at Kings Point
• Licensed • Insured 

• Bonded
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LANDSCAPING

Kenny’s
Outside Maintenance

(813) 850-8490

• Popcorn Curbing • Landscaping 
• Irrigation • Pressure Washing 

• Shrub Trimming

FREE Estimates

Commercial or Residential

Licensed • Insured

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting 
(Interior/Exterior) 
• Power Washing 
• Drywall Repairs 

• Preparing Homes For Sale 
• Improving Curb Appeal 
• Replacing Old Fixtures 

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878
Bonded • Insured
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