
Read Melody Jameson’s 
account of how the 
Sasvilles maneuvered 
through 50 years of 
marriage with all its ups 
and downs. See page 12

Sue Meixner plans to greet 
the new year with opening of 
a new kind of church in SCC. 
Read Mitch Traphagen’s 
report on this new endeavor. 
Page 2
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Enjoy a fantastic BUFFET, LIVE BAND and DJ on our patio. Champagne Toast,
Party Favors and a Firework Display like no other at Midnight!

SOUP
Lobster Bisque with Créme Fraiche

GARDE MANGER DISPLAYS
• Baked Brie Encroute with a selection 

of imported and domestic cheeses
• Montage of whole and sliced fruits
• Seasonally fresh Crudités display 

with a variety of dipping sauces
• Mediterranean antipasto display
• Bruschetta and tapenade

SALAD SELECTION
• Winter fi eld greens with assorted 

dressings and condiments
• Beef stake tomato with Buffalo 

mozzarella, basil and balsamic
• Four-bean salad
• Antipasto salad
• Chilled seafood salad

CHILLED SEAFOOD DISPLAY
• Pastrami smoked salmon
• Crab claws
• Peel-and-eat shrimp

$60 per person
Does not include alcohol

Call 813-645-3291 for RESERVATIONS

CHEF’S CARVING STATION
• Herb crusted loin of pork with 

dijon mustard sauce
• Carved roast beef with garlic 

herb au jus and horseradish 
cream

ENTRÉE SELECTION
• Braised short ribs with spiced 

guava bar-b-que sauce
• Mussels St. Josephine
• Roulade of chicken stuffed 

with cranberry stuffi ng
• Filet of fi sh with lemon caper 

sauce

SIDE ITEMS
• Tuscan scalloped potatoes
• Cinnamon spiced apples
• Jumbo grilled asparagus 

with Hollandaise
• Creamy spinach au gratin

DESSERTS
Assorted petit fours, layered 

mousse shooters, assorted 
cheesecakes, assorted 
layer cakes, triple chocolate 
fountain display with 
dipping items

Gallery displays local artist
The Baobab Tree Gallery at 1113 12th St. West, Bradenton, Vil-
lage of the Arts will be presenting new works from local award 
winning artist Lulu Meyer. The show titled “My Mother’s Gar-
den” contains fabulous, vibrant, floral oil paintings that are rem-
iniscent of Lulu’s childhood garden. The show begins on First 
Friday Jan. 6, 2012 at 6 pm. Accompanying Lulu’s work will be 
flower interpretations from Diane Sykes, Susan Swanson and 
gallery owners Christine and Gordon Turner.

I say “it’s all good,” 
in my knowing way;
Inviting God’s hand,

to bless my day.
— Part of a poem entitled “Evil Is Not The 
Work of God” by Sue Meixner

The light in her eyes, the smile 
on her face and her disposi-

tion filled with sunshine made me 
wonder if someone in the Sun City 
Center Community Association 
actually checked her ID before al-
lowing her to move into the com-
munity. Sue Meixner looks not 
only young but also, somehow, 
ageless. With the mantra “It’s all 
good” on display everywhere from 
the license plate of her car to her 

A New Year, a new church for New Thought in SCC

Mitch traphagen photo
Sun City Center resident Sue Meixner will greet the New Year from 
the pulpit of her new Sun City Center church.  The first service will 
be held on January 1, 2012.

comfortable living room, Sue im-
mediately struck me as a happy 
and comfortable person. But, as is 
often the case, there is more to the 
story.
On January 1, 2012, Sue Meixner 

will greet the New Year from the 
pulpit of Sun City Center’s newest 
church, All Paths to God, a New 
Thought church, with a congrega-
tion gathering at the Sun City Cen-
ter Chamber of Commerce.
By her own admission, her church 

is difficult to define using tradi-
tional terms, and that is primarily 
because the focus of the church is 
on the micro level as opposed to 
the macro level. The new church 

focuses on the individual’s spiritu-
al practices and philosophies rather 
than on a specific doctrine.
“We are interdenominational, not 

nondenominational,” Meixner said. 
In other words, all are welcome, 
regardless of personal beliefs. The 
point, if it can be made succinct, is 
to enhance the spirituality and po-
tential of each member individu-
ally, rather than as a church body. 
The basic tenets of the church are 
the presence, goodness, impartial-
ity and availability of God and 
the ability of everyone to benefit 
from God’s gifts, including health, 
wealth and happiness. With God 
being a universal life energy that 
finds an outlet in and through ev-
erything that lives, and thus enters 
the church body as a force for posi-
tive work, with the power of posi-
tive thought.
Meixner’s church falls under the 

umbrella of Religious Science 
which falls under Science of Mind, 
which believes in the unity of all 
life, that everyone and every living 
thing is connected and that con-
sciousness and free will are caus-
ative powers. 
Science of Mind was established 

in 1927 by Ernest Holmes as a 
correlation of the laws of science, 
opinions in philosophy, and revela-
tions in religion applied to human 
needs and the aspirations of man. 
Although some followers describe 
it as a progressive end of Protestant 
faith, it is not a Christian religion, 
per se. Holmes did, however, base 
much of his doctrine on Biblical 
teachings. “We teach the teachings 
of Jesus,” said one Religious Scien-
tist. The Bible, however, is viewed 
as inspiration rather than strict 
doctrine or the final word. Meixner 
quotes Christianity’s Jesus in sum-
ming up the philosophy: “It is done 

unto you as you believe.” 
“This is not an undertaking I 

had envisioned,” Meixner said of 
her new church. “Ten years ago I 
checked out the Tampa Science of 
Mind and I’ve been hooked ever 
since. This is an individual journey, 
but there is one unifying power and 
we have access to it.”
Using phrases such as “Change 

your thinking, change your life,” 
Meixner will preach what some 
people refer to as the Gospel of 
Optimism. It is a faith that each 
thought has the potential and pow-
er to change things, from a person’s 
life to the entire world. It is a belief 
that the faith that is practiced is of 
greater importance than the faith 
professed.
“My belief system in a higher 

power came from that sense that 
we are all made from that one 
thing and that one thing is good,” 
she said. “I came by the belief sys-
tem in the sense that there is just 
a goodness and it will guide us on 

the path.”
But her beliefs took time to form 

and once they did, Meixner feels 
her life changed dramatically.
“I was a mental health counselor 

and I was going to put myself in 
the grave the way I was working,” 
she said. “I had no money in the 
bank, no credit, no nothing.”
And then she fell back on Reli-

gious Science.
“I went in trying to disprove it 

from day one,” she said. “But I was 
honest and practiced it — and I 
have not been able to disprove it.”

Four years ago, she had no 
health insurance when she 

was diagnosed with a tumor. It 
would cost $25,000 to remove but 
not removing it would be fatal. She 
reminded herself that she had to 
believe that things would work out. 
She reminded herself to believe.
She did and things did work out. 

Jobs came to her when she needed 
them, and, according to her, the 

See NEW CHURCH, page 6
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Local channel dredging takes on a global aspect 
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
APOLLO BEACH – Aiming for 

a channel dredging solution that 
won’t have to be soon repeated, 
the spearheading organization 
here is considering a more global 
approach to the problem. 

And in the process, ABWIG 
– the Apollo Beach Waterway 
Improvement Group – is drawing 
into its circle both non-profit and 
for-profit entities with interests 
in protecting the assets of Tampa 
Bay. The effort promises possible 
application of proven technology 
new to the area as well as 
comprehensive cooperation among 
agencies and entities. 

And, in the meantime, the group 
is continuing its funds raising 
endeavors, approaching a six-
figure kitty. 

Organized originally about 
20 years ago, ABWIG at that 
time raised about $60,000 in 
contributions from the community 
to clean major canals of silt well 
enough that boat owners could 
depart from and return to their 
backyard docks without running 
most pleasure vessels aground. 
The mission completed for the 
time being, the organization then 
effectively disbanded. 

Over time, however, the 
silt returned and the expense 
of removing it escalated. A 
Hillsborough County proposal 
to create special taxing districts 
within the waterfront community 
that would allow immediate 
coverage of canal dredging costs 
and repayment with interest 
annually in future years, has not 
been embraced by many waterfront 
homeowners. 

 And, earlier this year, ABWIG 

was re-instituted, its members 
determined to generate about 
$350,000 for dredging three main 
channels – the north cut between 
the public park at the end of 
Surfside Boulevard and Tampa 
Electric’s Big Bend plant, the 
south channel serving Andalucia’s 
boat owning residents, plus the 
cut from the south channel into 
Symphony Isles and MiraBay. 

With state and federal permits in 
hand – permits carrying specific 
deadlines – ABWIG’s first concept 
involved dredging the most 
southerly channels and depositing 
the fill on an unoccupied, nearby 
spit of land known as Sunset Isle. 
Dredged material from the north 
channel also might be deposited 
in that location, but transporting it 
there represents a substantial cost. 

Even with the obstacles overcome 
and the objectives met, however, 
the ABWIG board recognizes that 
without additional preventions the 
channels again will re-silt, Len 
Berkstresser, chairman, noted this 
week. Consequently, the group 
has begun investigating more 
comprehensive approaches. 

One is the use of WADDs – wave 
attenuation and deterrent devices 
– along crucial areas such as the 
bay and channel sides of the park 
shoreline to redirect the natural 
wave action that washes away 
shores and re-deposits the material 
where it is unwanted. The hollow 
but heavy concrete WADDS made 
in several sizes are a product of 
Living Shoreline Solutions, Inc., a 
Dade City-based company headed 
by a retired executive, Thomas 
Brown. 

A sequence of WADDs recently 
was installed around the northern 
face of Sunken Island near the 

mouth of the Alafia River in 
order to preserve the eroding 
island shoreline of this important 
Tampa Bay bird sanctuary. Costs 
were shared by Mosaic, whose 
phosphate processing plant is 
routinely served by freighters and 
barges moving in and out of the 
river as it empties into the bay, 
and by Audubon, which obtained 
grants for the project. 

Brown explained the project and 
described the WADD construction 
for ABWIG board members during 
their December meeting. WADDS 
have been used in dozens of 
shoreline saving programs around 
the world for years and have not 
once failed, Brown has said. 

Berkstresser said this week that 
the WADDs concept offers the 
added advantage of enhancing 
marine life, becoming individual 
nurseries or hatcheries as each 
unit settles, with the nursery 
effect eventually aiding several 
fisheries.

In addition, ABWIG is involving 
both Hillsborough Commissioner 
Sandy Murman, whose district 
includes AB, along with the 
county’s Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department in 
its planning, recognizing the 
county has a long term interest in 
protecting the AB park shoreline, 
Berkstresser said. 

And, in January, he said, board 
members expect to host Peter 
Arndt, representing Tampa Bay 
Watch, to hear a report on the 
health of the bay at the outset of 
2012. 

To date, ABWIG has raised 
through its various outreaches 
nearly $80,000, with the most 
recent donation coming from the 
MiraBay Mariners in the amount 

of $1,025, the chairman added. Its 
fund raising got big boosts earlier 
from Tampa Electric Company, 
which has contributed $35,000 to 
the effort, and from Symphony 
Isles, which kicked in another 
$30,000 to help underwrite the 
dredging project. Still another 
donation of $5,000 has been 
pledged, but not yet received, 
Berkstresser said. 

In keeping with its more 
comprehensive approach, ABWIG 
also is applying for extensions of its 
three critical permits. One issued 
by the U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
originally to expire in 2013, has 
been extended by two years to 
2015, while two more extension 
applications, to the Florida 

Department of Environmental 
Protection and to the Tampa Port 
Authority, currently are pending, 
Berkstresser noted. 

The ABWIG project now has “a 
lot of moving parts,” the chairman 
acknowledged. But, he added, 
the objective remains to raise and 
expend monies in a manner getting 
the most value for each dollar 
while bringing all the players with 
interests at stake into the mix to 
encourage a cooperative, global 
solution that is longer lasting. The 
project will happen, even if in 
phases over a span of two or three 
years, he asserted, with the first 
dredging very possibly getting 
underway in March, 2012. 
Copyright 2012 Melody Jameso

Melody JaMeson photo
After conducting a recent community wine walk, members of the Mira-
Bay Mariners were able to add another $1,025 to the Apollo Beach chan-
nel dredging fund being collected by ABWIG, the Apollo Beach Water 
Improvement Group. Making the presentation during the December 
meeting of the ABWIG Board of Directors on behalf of the MiraBay or-
ganization were Dan Winegrad (left) and Maj. Gen. Mike Jones, (Ret.) 
(right). Len Berkstresser, ABWIG president, (center) accepted the con-
tribution with appreciation. The ABWIG collection so far totals nearly 
$80,000. Estimated dredging costs are in the $350,000 neighborhood.

Coming to 

6915 Riverview Dr - Gibsonton
       Sat., Jan 7th

Featuring circus acts from around the 
world jugglers, contortionists, aerial bal-
let, daredevils, trained animals, horses, 
dogs, clowns, live circus band & more.

Midway opens 1 hour before showtime 
with model circus display, fun bounce, 
animal rides, petting zoo, side show acts, 
circus treats & more.

Tickets Adults $10.00 in advance / $12.00 at the door. 

Free kids tickets available at local merchants!
Advance tickets available at:  

Paradise Pet Salon 0147 301 South Riverview; Observer News/M&M Printing Ruskin; 

Old time circus under the big top family fun for everyone. 

Info 
Number 

 677- 3590
0000 t th dt tth d

Showtimes: 
1:00, 4:00
 & 7:00 P .M .

Please cut here

FREE 
KID TICKET

(Under 12)
2 kids per paid adult.  
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“What are you going to be when 
you grow up?” Answering is easy 
when you are little because such 
answers as cowboy, fireman, po-
liceman and soldier are accept-
able. From the time we begin to 
talk, people ask us the same ques-
tion, but as we mature, this type of 
answer becomes less 
acceptable. We’re told 
to grow up and face 
the real world. In their 
well-meaning way, 
people will quickly tell 
us all of the reasons that 
we are not being realis-
tic, i.e., cowboys only 
make an average of 
$172 per week, firemen 
get burned, policemen 
get shot, and soldiers don’t get re-
spect. They may even add—if you 
happen to be female—that you 
cannot choose these professions 
because they are “men’s” jobs. 
Luckily, a select few do not let 
these people sidetrack their dream. 
They stick with their choice to be-
come a cowboy (or cowgirl), fire-
fighter, police officer, or soldier, 
thereby adding color, vicarious 
adventure and—in the case of the 
latter three—security to our lives. 
The greatest challenge for each of 
us is to find our gift and to fulfill 
our purpose—to be what we can 
best be.

For most, the early dream of 
sitting on an old paint horse and 
singing to the cattle or respond-
ing to the alarm on a bright new 
fire engine will fade, and they will 
begin to seek new answers to the 
old question, “What are you going 
to be when you grow up?” By the 
time they have reached the 10th, 
11th or 12th grade and have made 
no decision, their parents begin to 
panic. Parents are like that. They 

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

tend to overreact when they feel 
that the well being of their chil-
dren is in jeopardy. Not only do 
parents continue to harp on the 
subject of choosing an occupation, 
but they bring in Uncle Billy, Aunt 
Sally, and the school counselors 
to help them. By graduation, the 

pressure to choose a 
life long trade is in-
tense. Some students 
will have found their 
calling, some will have 
compromised to elimi-
nate the pressure, but 
many will have a sense 
of failure and dread.  
Failure, because they 
believe society expects 
them to make a choice 

by the time they complete high 
school—and they haven’t. Dread 
of the future, because many of 
them honestly believe a career 
choice they make today will be 
binding on them for life. To them I 
say, “Do not lose hope.”

Happy day, happy day! Nei-
ther of these suppositions is true. 
The truth is that most of society 
doesn’t really care what you do 
with the rest of your life as long as 
you make an attempt to be produc-
tive, and if you do choose a path 
today, you can change it tomor-
row. Jimmy Carter started out life 
as a farmer; Ronald Reagan, as a 
sportscaster; and George Bush, Sr. 
was a military pilot. Each of them 
achieved our country’s highest 
position. None of these great men 
had less than four careers.

The profession you choose for 
your life might not even be thought 
of yet. The important thing to re-
member is that life is full of choices 
and you are the one who gets to 
choose. If you find that you have 
chosen incorrectly, then choose 

What are you going to be when you grow up?

AT HOME
AUTO CARE

®

Master Certified
Technicians

Coast-to-Coast™

Warranty CoverageThe best in safety, value and
performance for your car.

Family Owned & Operated
Nationwide Warranty Available Through Participating Vendors

We service and repair all makes 
and models including:

VW, Mercedes, 
Volvo, BMW

& other European lines and 

Diesel Repair

Courtesy Shuttle Service Available • Towing Upon Request

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday • www.athomeauto.net

AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

Lic# MVS51635

$2795
OIL CHANGE

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
*Up to 5 qts. 5W20 or 5W30 
Motorcraft Oil, Filter, and 
27-point inspection. Most cars.+ tax & S.S.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

NEW SHOWROOM
Come see our...

NEW ADDRESS

720 4th St. SW
Ruskin, FL 33570
813-645-3529

www.KnoxAluminum.com

Stop in for a 
FREE cup of 
co�ee and 

cookies!

Brenda Bates, L.P.N.Patient Advocate Service

Call today for more information (941) 388-7290

210 Woodland Estates S.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-3111
Fax: 813-645-4118
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MOWW luncheon features 
Brigadier Colin H. C. Howgill

Shown on the left, Brigadier Colin Howgill (Ret) and right Lt Col  
Zahrobsky, USAF (Ret).

Brigadier Colin H. C. Howgill 
spoke to the Military Order of the 
World Wars (M0WW) at its De-
cember meeting and luncheon held 
at the Sun City Center Plaza Club, 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011. 

General Howgill, a 31-year vet-
eran of the United Kingdom Royal 
Marines, provided the group with 
information on Britain’s activities 
in Borneo, Aden, New Hebrides 
(now Vanustu) and Ireland in the 
1960’s and 70’s. He provided first-
hand insight into the transition of 
New Hebrides into what is now 
called Vanustu. 

General Howgill was commis-
sioned in May 1958 and served 
both as a helicopter pilot and a 
Commando Special Forces infan-
try officer. He possesses extensive, 
worldwide combat experience in 
security, counter-terrorism and 
counter-insurgency operations. He 
has been awarded numerous com-
bat decorations. He was also ap-
pointed the Royal Marines Aide-
de-Camp to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth. 

He retired from the Royal Ma-
rines as a one-star officer in April 
1989 and settled in the USA be-
coming a US Citizen in 1997.

again. Keep choosing until you can 
arise each morning with a smile on 
your face, an eagerness to meet the 
day, and the knowledge that you are 
making a difference. It took me 40 
years to find my niche but when I 
did, the search was worth the time 
and effort. Now every day for me is 
a “Great Day.” You have a gift and a 
purpose—keep looking for it. There 
are “Great Days” in your future.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated colum-
nist. He also hosts an interview-format 
television program, Spotlight on Gov-
ernment, on the Tampa Bay Community 
Network which airs Mondays at 8 p.m. 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (Bright 
House channel 950, Verizon channel 
30). The shows can also be viewed at 
www.hodgesvideos.com. Phone: 813-
641-0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com 
Website: www.billhodges.com”

Wheelchair 
rugby 
tournament 
comes to Tampa

The 20th Annual Coloplast Inter-
national Wheelchair Rugby Tour-
nament will take place Friday, Jan. 
13 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Saturday, 
Jan. 14 from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. and 
Sunday, Jan. 15 from 10 a .m. – 1 
p.m. at the All People’s Life Cen-
ter, 6105 E. Sligh Ave. in Tampa

The cost of admission will be 
free.

Hillsborough County Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation is 
hosting the 20th Annual Coloplast 
International Wheelchair Rugby 
Tournament at All People’s Life 
Center, 6105 E. Sligh Ave. in Tam-
pa.  This international tournament, 
which draws teams from all over 
the world, will feature Tampa’s 
very own wheelchair rugby team, 
the Tampa Generals.

Wheelchair rugby involves ath-
letes competing in adapted wheel-
chairs in order to take the ball 
across the opponents’ goal line. It 
is currently played in more than 
25 countries. The World Champi-
onships are held every four years, 
where the best teams in the world 
compete for the overall champion-
ship.

The Tampa Generals are one of 
the longest running, and most rec-
ognized teams in the U.S. The pro-
gram is rich in history, having won 
three National Titles and produc-
ing numerous Paralympians.

For more information, contact 
Wayne Bozeman, All People’s 
Life Center 813-635-8293.
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NEVER PAINT, SPRAY-CRETE OR 
STUCCO YOUR HOUSE AGAIN™

OUR 7-STEP PROCESS #1 SINCE 1960
CLIMATE PROOF COATINGSM

Whole House Flex-Coated™

EXTERIOR CAN INCLUDE TRIM

LOWEST
PRICE
EVER!

1-800-704-7926

SPRAY-COAT SOLUTIONS, INC.

Applied over 
Spray Crete, Stucco, 
Wood, Block 
or Metal

Lifetime 
Warranty
Lifetime
Weather-
Proofing

®

$1495 Up to 1500 sq. ft.
Expires 1/31/12

$300 OFF ROOF 
COATING

With this coupon

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Carole Mazzone, ARNP

Offering Laser, Botox, Restylane and 
various cosmetic products & services

813-880-7546
10420 South U.S. Hwy. 301 • Riverview

MOBILE RADIATION
Same Day Appointments
FREE Skin Screening

Insurance accepted: Medicare, 
Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, 

and many more

Goodson
Strawberry

Market

• STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE
• MILKSHAKES • SANDWICHES

• FRESH VEGETABLES
813-634-7790

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE
CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
Regular Hours:  8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  • Closed Sunday

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Trusted by Physicians & Patients Alike

IN UNIFORM

Marine
Solomon L. Jones

December 19, 2011 Marine 
Corps Pfc. Solomon L. Jones, son 
of Tahirah R. Winters of Ruskin, 
Fla. and Lucius Jones, Jr of Bronx, 
N. Y., recently completed 12 weeks 
of basic training at Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S. C  
designed to challenge new Marine 
recruits both physically and men-
tally. 

Jones and fellow recruits began 
their training at 5 a. m., by running 
three miles and performing calis-
thenics. In addition to the physical 
conditioning program, Jones spent 
numerous hours in classroom and 
field assignments which included 
learning first aid, uniform regu-
lations, combat water survival, 
marksmanship, hand-to-hand com-
bat and assorted weapons training. 
They performed close order drill 
and operated as a small infantry 
unit during field training. 

Jones and other recruits also re-
ceived instruction on the Marine 
Corps’ core values--honor, cour-
age and commitment, and what the 
core values mean in guiding per-
sonal and professional conduct. 

Jones and fellow recruits ended 
the training phase with The Cru-
cible, a 54-hour, team evolution 
culminating in an emotional cer-
emony in which recruits are pre-
sented the Marine Corps Emblem, 
and addressed as “Marines” for the 
first time in their careers. 

Tiny Tots program 
to begin in 
January 2012

Hillsborough County’s Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
Department is offering a unique 
opportunity for toddlers to par-
ticipate in their first educational 
experience through the Tiny Tots 
Program. Registration is now open 
for tots ages 3-5 at five Hillsbor-
ough County locations.

Tiny Tots is a pre-school pre-
paredness program that teaches 
children the fundaments to become 
big boys and girls. Participants are 
taught how to share, respect oth-
ers and follow directions. Tots use 
play to build strength and coordi-
nation, and art to inspire creativity. 
They also work on letter and num-
ber recognition. What a great op-
portunity for stay-at-home moms 
and dads to have some me time!

The Tiny Tots program also in-
cludes seasonal family activities, 
a tots graduation, and the Tiny Tot 
Olympics, a decathlon of events 
geared for their age and skill lev-
el.

Tiny Tots is offered at the  
following locations: 

Gardenville Community Center
6219 Symmes Road in Gibsonton
(813) 672-1120
Beginning Jan. 9, 2012
Monday and Wednesday from 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$40 for 8 weeks
 Ruskin Recreation Center
901 6th Street, S.E. in Ruskin
(813) 672-7881
Beginning Jan. 9, 2012
Monday and Wednesday from 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$40 for 8 weeks

Radio Disney’s 
“Noon Year’s Eve”

Radio Disney AM 1380 invites 
kids and families to ring in the 
New Year from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Friday, Dec. 31 at Tampa’s Lowry 
Park Zoo 1101 West Sligh Avenue, 
Tampa. One of 19 events hosted by 
local Radio Disney stations across 
the country, this family-friendly 
celebration named “Noon Year’s 
Eve” gives kids the opportunity to 
have all the fun of New Year’s Eve 
before their bedtime and features 
songs from Radio Disney’s “Top 
50 Countdown of 2011.” Enjoy in-
teractive entertainment and prizes.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
The Christmas issue of The Observer News reminds us that Jesus gave 

us two keys: one to a better life to come in the Kingdom of God; and one 
to a better life now, here on earth. The Sermon on the Mount taught us 
not only how to pray, but how to give love and charity to those around 
us. Whether one is a Christian or not, we should take a moment to (re)
read Matthew 5-7 and make a personal commitment: “… whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them…”

Fred Jacobsen
Apollo Beach

Casual Networking
From 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 3 at the Joia Fabulous Pizza 
and Martini Bar 10475 Gibsonton 
Drive, Riverview will be the site 
for casual networking.

Cost is free for members, $5 for 
guests. There also will be appe-
tizer and drink specials and a gift 
card raffle.

Coffee Talk
Morning Multitasking: Profes-

sional Development over Coffee 
will be held from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 18 at the Pre-
serve at Alafia Clubhouse 10110 
Gibsonton Drive, Riverview.

Cost is free for members, $5 for 
guests. Guest speaker is James 
Pulkowski, CPA.

James has been in public ac-
counting for his entire career, since 
1992.  He holds a Bachelor’s De-
gree and a Master’s Degree in Ac-
counting from Florida State Uni-
versity.  He was employed by three 
regional accounting firms prior 
to going out on his own nearly 5 
years ago.  James specializes in 
small business and personal taxes.  
He has an extensive background in 
Florida Sales and Use Tax Rules 
and he provides accounting, tax, 
and payroll compliance and plan-
ning services.

James will present “Tax Prepara-
tion for the Small Business.”

SSYPA launched in May 2011 to 
serve young professionals living 
and working in the South Shore 
area.  The Association meets twice 
monthly and offers professional 
development talks by commu-
nity business owners and leaders.  
SSYPA meets at local venues and 
supports various non-profit orga-
nizations throughout the year.  The 
organization recently held the first 
annual South Shore Run Series 
5K and Fun Run at E.G. Simmons 
Park in Ruskin.  SSYPA is chaired 
by Jodi Egger and the Social Chair 
position is held by Lisa Kennedy, 
the 2012 Honorary Mayor of Riv-
erview.  The Association is affili-
ated with the Greater Riverview 
Chamber of Commerce.  To learn 
more about SSYPA, visit www.
ssypa.com or call 813-234-5944.

Young Professionals announce events
SouthShore regional library

15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Toddler Time
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.
For children ages 20-36 months and their caregivers - Stories, finger-

plays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 20-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills and encourages reading readi-
ness. 

Toddler Time
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
S.A.A.
Story Time
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers - Stories, action rhymes, 

songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-
gram that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading readi-
ness and social interaction. 

Baby Time
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 11:35 to 11:55 a.m.
For children ages 0-20 months and their caregivers - Early literacy 

begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 
and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces early literacy 
skills and encourages language development. 

Baby Time
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.
S.A.A.
Toddler Time
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
S.A.A.
Story Time
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 11 to 11:30 a.m.
S.A.A.

Kids Events
Dec. 29 - Jan. 4
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Sun City Center’s 50th anniversary will be celebrated by a WHOLE YEAR of parties and events.
Watch this monthly ad for upcoming events throughout the 12 months of May 2011 through April 2012.

JANUARY EVENTS

Fitness Challenge
50 for the 50th — It’s a new year! Make a “fitness” 
resolution to chalk up 50 miles on Fitness Center equip-
ment in January and February. Sign up at CA Fitness 
Center, Central Campus, N. Pebble Beach Blvd. Award 
ceremony in March will celebrate accomplishments. Info: 
Stephen Attles 938-4480.

January 8
Showcase with an array of great entertainers. CA Com-
munity Hall, S. Pebble Beach. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Come 
and go as you please. Open to public. Tickets and info: 
Judy Schings 642-2001 

January 11
Golden Bingo at CA Community Hall. Doors open at 6 
p.m.; games begin at 7 p.m. Three $250 and four $100 
jackpots. Game prize $50. SCC CA and Kings Point 
members only — no guests. Info: Ann-Marie Leblanc 
633-3500

January 13
Phil Dirt and the Dozers in a high-energy romp of hu-
mor, music and recreations of ’50s, ’60s and ’70s rock ’n 
roll hits. CA Community Hall. 2:30 p.m. Open to public. 
Info: Judy Schings 642-2001

January 14
Tour of six houses spanning every decade since SCC 
was established 50 years ago. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tick-
ets $5. After tour, visit SCC Information Center at 1002 
Cherry Hills Drive for refreshments and to enter a drawing 
for prize. Open to public. Tickets and info: Mike Brock 
365-0003

January 19
Master Swim Club will offer a 50-minute session for 
50¢ offering tips to CA members wanting to improve 
swim techniques. Lap Pool on the CA Central Campus, 
N. Pebble Beach. 8:10 to 9 a.m. Register in advance at 
pool desk by January 12. Info: Jean Allen 633-9268

January 22
SCC’s First 50 Years — its struggles and successes 
— will be presented by John Bowker in an exciting new 
presentation. Residents who are second and third gen-
eration will be recognized. CA Community Hall, 2 p.m. 
Open to public. Info: John Bowker 633-1427

January 29
Van-Dells, a five-piece band, will rock through the ’50s 
and ’60s. It’s a fast-paced show sure to get you moving. 
CA Community Hall 2:30 p.m. Open to public. Info: Judy 
Schings 642-2001

universe provided. “The universe 
stepped in and provided the most 
bizarre opportunities,” she said.
For Meixner, it was indeed all 

good. After four years of practice 
and study, she has become the 
practitioner.
“Most people come into this be-

lieving the basic principles,” she 
said. “But they don’t understand 
why they don’t get it, why they 
have no money. They can’t get 
unlocked out of that thinking. I’m 
good at helping people to unlock 
themselves.”
And thus the seeds were planted 

for her new church. The first ser-
vice at the Chamber of Commerce 
will not only herald the New Year, 
it will also take place two days af-
ter her parents’ 70th wedding an-
niversary, an alignment of events 
that will bring in friends, family 
and an extended family that spans 
the world for her first service.
“I thought it was perfect to start 

the New Year with a celebration 
of life,” she said. “All paths lead 
to God, you don’t need to give up 
your belief system. My biggest 

thing is to promote goodness in the 
world.”
As the interview wound down, 

I realized that my belief system 
is my own, not necessarily that 
of Religious Science. But after 
spending time with Sue Meixner I 
could see how what she practices 
and soon will preach could be used 
to enhance not only my personal 
spirituality but also my life. As we 
said our goodbyes, she handed me 
a $1,000,000 dollar bill. The bill 
was decorated with peace signs 
and hearts and in the place of a de-
ceased president was a yellow smi-
ley face. On the back, was a large 
peace sign with the words, “In God 
We Trust.”
As I put the million-dollar bill into 

my wallet, I realized that I felt like 
a million bucks. Positive thoughts 
are, apparently, not only powerful, 
but also contagious. 

The New Thought Church will 
open at the Sun City Center Cham-
ber on January 1 at 11 a.m.  For 
information, call 813-362-0806 or 
email sue@alterways.com.

New church
Continued from page 2 ■

Mitch traphagen photo
Sue Meixner, founder of All Paths to God, a New Thought church.

Compiled by Mitch Traphagen ■

mitch@observernews.net
Approximately 56 million people 

die each year worldwide, with 2.4 
million of them Americans. Below 
are just a few of those who left us 
in 2011:

See THOSE WHO LEFT US, page 7

Those who left us in 2011
Leo Kahn, 94, co-founder of Sta-

ples Stores.
Jeff Conaway, 60, actor best 

known for the television series 
Taxi and the film Grease.

Andrew Gold, 59, songwriter 
known for “Lonely Boy” and 
“Thank You For Being a Friend”.
James Arness, 88, actor best 

known for playing Matt Dillon on 
Gunsmoke.

Leonard B. Stern, 87, televi-
sion director, producer and writer 
known for the television series Get 
Smart and for being the creator of 
The Honeymooners.

Anthony Herrera, 57, actor 
from the soap opera As the World 
Turns.

Peter Falk, 83, actor best known 
for the starring role in the televi-
sion series Columbo.

Rob Grill, 67, singer-songwriter 
with The Grass Roots.

Sherwood Schwartz, 94, televi-
sion producer and creator of the 
television series The Brady Bunch 
and Gilligan’s Island.

Dan Peek, 60, singer-songwriter 
with America.

Bubba Smith, 66, former NFL 
player with the Baltimore Colts 
and actor in the movie Police 
Academy.

Charles Wyly, 77, businessman, 
philanthropist and co-founder of 
Michaels Stores.
Albert Brown, 105, oldest survi-

vor of the Bataan Death March.
Lee Roy Selmon, 56, NFL Hall 

of Fame player with the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers.

Patricia Smith, 80, actress from 
the Bob Newhart Show and the 
Debbie Reynolds Show.

Poppa Neutrino, 77, a musi-
cian and adventurer who crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean on a raft made 
from discarded materials.
David Nelson, 74, actor from The 

Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet.

Bill Bower, 93, the last surviv-
ing pilot of the Doolittle Raid, the 
first U.S. air raid to strike Japan in 
World War II.
Frank Buckles, 110, the last liv-

ing American World War I vet-
eran.
Jane Russell, 89, actress in 

The Outlaw and Gentleman Pre-
fer Blondes and numerous other 
films.
Hugh Martin, 96, songwriter 

of “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas”.
Warren Christopher, 85, U.S. 

Secretary of State from 1993 to 
1997.
Knut, 4, German-born polar bear 

who captured the world’s imagi-
nation after being rejected by his 
mother and raised by zookeepers
Geraldine Ferraro, 74, U.S. 

Representative from New York 
and 1984 Vice Presidential nomi-
nee.
Jon Cedar, 80, actor in the tele-

vision series Hogan’s Heroes.

Sol Saks, 100, screenwriter and 
creator of Bewitched.

William A. Rusher, 87, colum-
nist and publisher of the National 
Review from 1957 to 1988.
Sada Thompson, 83, actress best 

known for the television series 
Family.

Dr. Michael J. 
Deeb to speak at 
MOAA Meeting

The January Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA) 
meeting featuring Dr. Michael 
Deeb will be held in the Atrium 
building in the Florida Room at 
11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4. Res-
ervations can be made by calling 
1-877-332-3016 no later than the 
Sunday before the Wednesday 
meeting. The cost will be $14.                                                                                           

Following graduation from 
Aquinas College, Michael Deeb 
earned his Master’s Degree from 
Michigan State University. The 
emphasis of both degree programs 
was American History.

This was followed by twenty 
years of teaching at the high 
school, college and university 
levels. During this time he earned 
his doctorate from Wayne State 
University. For the next twenty-
five years Dr. Deeb owned an ac-
counting and investment advisory 
practice. Upon retirement from 
his business activities, Dr. Deeb 
returned to his first love, Ameri-
can History. He published his first 
Civil War era historical novel, 
Duty and Honor in 2007. The 
second novel in this trilogy, Duty 
Accomplished was published in 
2008, the third, Honor Restored in 
2009 and the fourth, The Lincoln 
Assassination: Who Helped John 
Wilkes Booth Murder Lincoln?
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While you’re here, visit our Low Vision Resource Center sponsored by
Sun City Senior Living and Hometown Home Health. Open to the public.

Life with
Cataracts

You’re Invited to a  FREE presentation by

Dr. Jeffrey Davis

Assisted Living Fac. Lic. # 7290

3855 Upper Creek Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33570

813-938-2259
www.PacificaSunCity.com

January 11, 2012 • 5-6 pm
• How Cataracts Form

• When Cataracts Should be Removed
• Advancements in Surgical Techniques

Free & open to the public • Refreshments served
To be our guest, RSVP 813-938-2259 by 1/10/12

NEW YEAR’S SALE 

STOREWIDE THROUGH MONDAY 01/02/12

CBS TeleviSion image

Harry Morgan in a 1975 publicity photo for the television series 
M*A*S*H.

Cliff Robertson, 88, actor ap-
pearing in Spider Man, PT 109 and 
won an Academy Award for Best 
Actor for Charly.

Dolores Hope, 102, philanthro-
pist and widow of Bob Hope.
Steve Jobs, 56, computer entre-

preneur, inventor and co-founder 
of Apple Computer.
Chuck Ruff, 60, drummer for-

merly with the Edgar Winter 
Group and Sammy Hagar.

Muammar Gaddafi, 69, former 
dictator of Libya.
Andy Rooney, 92, journalist and 

correspondent on the television 
news series 60 Minutes.

Lee Pockriss, 87, songwriter 
known for “Itsy Bitsy Teenie 
Weenie Yellow Polka Dot Bikini”.
Judy Lewis, 76, actress and 

daughter of Clark Gable and Lo-
retta Young.
Harry Morgan, 96, actor best 

known for playing Col. Potter on 
the television series M*A*S*H and 
for the series Dragnet.

Don Kirshner, 76, rock music 
promoter credited with launching 
the careers of numerous performers 
such as the Eagles, Lionel Ritchie, 
Ozzie Osbourne and Prince.
Elizabeth Taylor, 79, one of last 

of the classic Hollywood movies 
stars.

Those who left us in 2011
Osama bin Laden, 54, terrorist 

leader and once the most wanted 
man on Earth.
Harmon Killebrew, 74, Minne-

sota Twins slugger.
Jack Kervorkian, 83, proponent 

of doctor-assisted suicide.
Amy Winehouse, 27, British 

singer of deep talent and versatili-
ty who made headlines due to drug 
and alcohol abuse.
Dorothy Rodham, 92, Mother of 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and mother-in-law of for-
mer President Bill Clinton.
Bill Keane, 89, creator of the 

“Family Circus” comic strip.

Karl Slover, 93, one of the last 
survivor actors who appeared as 
one of the Munkins in the 1939 
film The Wizard of Oz.

Gerald Simmons, 75, a southern 
gentleman known for his generos-
ity, passion, commitment to God, 
family, and community. Married to 
Martha for 55 years, he was a true 
Florida cowhunter who ultimately 
worked for the Atlantic Coastline 
Railroad before founding Gerald 
Simmons Tropical Fish Farm.
Christopher Hitchens, 62, au-

thor, polemicist, speaker, editor 
and essayist.

Vaclav Havel, 75, playwright 
turned former President of the 
Czech Republic, who lead the an-
ti-communist “Velvet Revolution” 
in 1989.
Kim Jong Il, 69, North Korean 

dictator.
Ralph MacDonald, 67, grammy 

winning songwriter, producer and 
percussionist who worked with 
numerous artists ranging from Bil-
ly Joel to Amy Winehouse.

Continued from page 6 ■

Happy New Year!
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     The Scottish word for lake is "loch."  Scotland has many lochs 
that are known around the world.  Loch Lomand is known for its 
beauty and 24-mile length. Romantic songs have been written about 
it.  Loch Ness is a bit more mysterious. It is known for the stories 
about a creature beneath its surface.  No one knows for sure if 
there is a "monster" living in the water there or not.  People have 
written stories about it and have tried to photograph it.  If a 
creature is ever found in the lake do you think it will look like this? 1

2
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161718
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ACROSS
2. musical instrument with bag of pig's 
    skin, pipe to blow, and several horns
5. a design or "plaid" of a Scottish clan
7. Scotland's national poet
9. popular game invented by the Scottish 
    people
10. New Year's Eve is called this
11. lake that is said to have a creature 
      living in it
13. country north of England.
14. a plaid, pleated skirt that can be worn
      by men
15. large group of related families with 
     the same last name

DOWN
1. pudding cooked in
    sheep’s stomach
3. song to remember 
    friends and “days gone by"
4. capital of Scotland
6. person bringing luck on 
    New Year's Day
8. Scotland's largest city; 
    great ships built here
12. contests of athletics, 
      music and dancing
13. small pony from a group 
      of islands northeast of 
      Scotland's mainland

  Read the 
clues below 
to fill in the 
puzzle:

  Uh-oh!  I don't know 
how lucky this first-footer 
is going to be for me.

       Do you know what proper nouns are?  They are nouns that name a 
certain person, place or thing.  Proper nouns begin with a capital letter. 

  Can you 
find and 
circle at 
least 15
proper 
nouns on
this page?

  Golf was
invented in
Scotland.  I’d 
like to dive 
for all the golf 
balls that they 
hit into the 
water!

Glasgow

Edinburgh

1

2
3 4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
12

14

15

13

     People all over the world are 
welcoming the New Year.  The 
New Year holiday is celebrated 
with gusto in Scotland. There, 
New Year's Eve is called 
Hogmanay.  At midnight, church 

     Another custom in Scotland is that of the “first-footer.” 
This is the first person to cross the threshold of a home in 
the new year.  It is said that the first-footer should bring 
some coal, bread, a little money and some  salt.  In return 
he or she will be given food and drink.  The first-footer and 
the things he or she brings will tell what kind of luck the 
family will have in the new year. 

bells ring throughout the land.  People join hands and 
sing the song, "Auld Lang Syne."  It is a song to help 
people remember old and new friends and “days gone 
by." Have you ever sung it in school or with your family?

A. the dog each day.
B. in fiction (made-up story) and nonfiction (true). 
C. and organized so I can find things.
D. for at least 30 minutes a day.

1. Take out the trash 
2. Let my family know that I love them 
3. Study for school so I 
4. Spend less time watching TV 

A. by doing nice things for them.
B. without being asked. 
C. and use the time to do fun 
    things with family or friends.
D. get a report card I’m proud of.

1. Take the time to play with or walk 
2. Exercise 
3. Keep my room clean 
4. Read at least one book a month

bagpipe

clan

Scotland
kilt

Edinburgh

tartan

Glasgow

golfShetland

first footer

haggis

Hogmanay

Loch Ness

Robert Burns

Highland Games

Auld Lang Syne

     Visit our website to print out new puzzles:  Time For A 
New Year! and The Elf’s Big Day!  Don’t forget to print
out the new reading log and certificate set too:

   
www.readingclubfun.com

   Free

Puzzles!
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Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC   c   2011 V8-N52                       www.readingclubfun.com

                                                 A new year can mean a chance for a new start.  Lots of  people 
make resolutions or promises to themselves on New Year’s Day.  Read each phrase below and 
match it to the second part to see promises kids might make to themselves for the new year: 

We get to stay up until Midnight... ...to welcome the New Year!

 Follow the dots 
to see a surprise:
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813-633-2636

Sun City
Dental Center

Offers expire 1/31/12. Coupons must be mentioned at time of 
scheduling appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum fee 
charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
the right to refuse pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other 
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and 
within 72 hrs. of responding to the advertisement for the fee service 
examination or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

10% Off
Full & Partial

Dentures
5110, 5120, 5213, 5214

Coupon Must Be Presented
At Time Of Estimate

Voted #1 in Best of South Shore for 2010

727 Cortaro Dr. (Behind Burger King)

New Patient Full Mouth 
Series of X-Rays (0210) and 

Exam (0110) for $95 and 
receive a

$100 CREDIT toward 
your account for 
future treatment.
Coupon Must Be Presented

At Time Of Estimate

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

Annette’s Beauty Salon

Corner Hwy
In the Village Plaza (next to Copper Penny)

Golf Cart Accessible 634-5422

FULL SERVICE SALON for Men and Women 

20% Off with Maria only
Welcome Miriam to our staff

Tuesday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The airplane leveled out at 
32,000 feet and I settled back into 
my seat. Every single person on 
that plane had a singular purpose 
for being there. No one flies to a 
small city in Iowa on a lark. More 
than a few were returning 
home from vacations in 
the Sunshine State. The 
rest, like Michelle and I, 
were flying to join our 
families up north for 
Christmas.

When the woman at 
the car rental desk in 
the Cedar Rapids airport 
wished us a Merry 
Christmas, it would be 
easy to say that things are simpler 
in Iowa, that political correctness 
hasn’t yet trumped tradition there. 
But that would be discounting 
the Santa-hat-wearing shuttle bus 
driver at the St. Pete–Clearwater 
International Airport, who, along 
with telling jokes, wished each of 
his passengers a Merry Christmas, 
in contrast to most everyone else 
working there who wished for 
“Happy Holidays.” The driver 
reminded me that the big city in a 
big state and the small town in a 
small state really aren’t all that far 
apart. 

But some things are different. The 
wintertime light on the northern 
plains is pale, turning the sky into 
a quiet riot of pastels, particularly 
at day’s end. For the first time in 
my life, I wasn’t unhappy about 
a brown Christmas in Minnesota. 
Any nostalgia for snow banks and 
snow angels has apparently faded 
into the past somewhere over the 
course of 2011. I’ve seen enough 
snow.

Christmas wasn’t over before I 
skipped right into the New Year. 
I was sitting in my mom’s living 
room watching my amazing 
family simply having a good time 

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

Observations: Where I should be
together. Five of my six nephews 
were in the room and it seemed 
only an hour ago they were tearing 
the wrapping off the toys they had 
wanted for Christmas. Suddenly, 
literally within the span of 

moments, they were all 
grown up, now teachers 
and college students 
making lives of their 
own.

As the volume of 
laughter and voices rose 
in the room, I could hear 
it all but understood 
nothing. My hearing 
impairment rendered 
the sound I could 

actually hear into a muddiness that 
might as well have been a foreign 
language. I could feel it, however; 
I could feel the love and good 
cheer. To my nephews and their 
brilliant girlfriends in attendance, 
I will remain the weird uncle. The 
one member of the family they 
never knew while growing up, as 
I’m the only member of the family 
who moved far away. I’m the guy 
who has to feel what they are 
saying because I don’t understand 
the words the are speaking.

I’ve been hearing impaired since 
I was a child. I think sitting in that 
room on Christmas Eve has finally 
brought me to the point of accepting 
it. I decided to make some changes 
in my life — with regard to my 
hearing and in my life in general, 
coming as revelations a week 
before the typical resolutions.

Those revelations came as I 
enjoyed the feeling in the room 
with my family on Christmas Eve. 
What will next Christmas hold? 
Will it be the same, filled with the 
joy of a happy family? So much 
can happen — airplanes fall out 
of the sky, buses careen, hearts 
attack and cancer lurks. But that’s 
no way to live, wondering how 

My memories are still in this former A&W Restaurant, with the car hops and the frosty mugs of root beer 
after baseball games in my youth. The baseball fields and growth has moved to another part of town. Ev-
erything in life changes and I’ve come to realize that my childhood hometown has moved on without me.

Mitch traphagen photo

it will all end — or even when it 
will end. Most of us are blessed 
with ignorance about such things, 
taking for granted tomorrow’s 
sunrise. And that is how it should 
be. But it also makes living on 
the other end of the country more 
difficult. Hugs have to be held a 
little longer, goodbyes are more 
heartfelt and sincere. 

In my brother Mike, I am able to 
see what my Dad may have looked 
like had he lived past the age of 43. 
Through him, I can also hear my 
Dad’s laugh. As he always does, 
he stopped by to see us before we 
left town after Christmas. He is 
looking forward to the possibility 
of an early retirement and my 
prayer is that it happens for him, 
enjoying a life that is his with his 
wife and grown sons. Hearing 
his laugh brought me back to a 
different time; a happy time of 
growing up savoring the long 

summer days offered by the north, 
savoring the snow and a town 
filled with people that were, by 
and large, trustworthy enough so 
not only were doors unlocked, we 
didn’t even have the keys to them.

Another revelation was that 
Worthington, Minnesota was no 
longer my home. On every past 
visit, I would arrive with happiness 
over the familiarity and leave with 
a heavy heart. I was stunned with 
the realization that it took 49 years 
for me to find my own home but 
somewhere over the course of 
2011, Ruskin finally became just 
that. Sitting in the church that I had 
known all of my childhood life on 
Christmas morning, I recognized 
only two people, and knew none 
of the names listed in the bulletin. 
I had moved out of that town three 
decades ago, but the reality was 
that Worthington had moved on 
without me.

The brown prairie is speeding 
past the window as Michelle drove 
our rental car back to the airport, to 
our (hopefully) waiting airplane, 
back to our life in Florida. I am 
the son and the brother who lives 
far away. I am the weird uncle that 
hears little but tries, with varying 
degrees of success, to understand 
everything. I wish I had been a 
part of my nephews’ lives as they 
grew up, but that time has passed 
now. I know full well that time and 
distance hasn’t changed my love 
for them and for my entire family. 
I am and always have been where I 
am supposed to be — or I try to be, 
anyway. For the first time in my 
life, I am aware things are as they 
should be. At this moment, that 
means traveling under the pastel 
blue sky of the northern plains on 
our way to an airport that no one 
visits on a lark. Its purpose is to 
take us home.

SALE POLICY
Our assortment includes discontinued models, floor samples, special purchases and one-of-a-kind merchandise. Quantities are limited. All merchandise is sold as-is
and all sales are final. No exchanges. No refunds. No C.O.D. purchases. No holds. No phone or mail orders. Delivery fees apply. All major credit cards accepted. Sorry

we are unable to accept Macy’s Credit Cards. *Highland Park Furniture is an authorized Licensee of Macy’s. Not all merchandise offered for sale is provided by Macy’s.
Stock Availability on First Come First Served. Hurry for Best Selection STORE HOURS: Mon-Fri. 10-7pm; Sat. 10-6pm; Sun 12-5

Furniture & Mattress Clearance Center

Brandon Store
SR-60, 1/4 mile West of I-75

at Falkenburg by

TWIN BED BLOWOUT!

Home Depot
813-626-2297

Visit our website: TampaFurniture.com Local Stores with Internet Savings

TWIN BED BLOWOUT!

Complete Twin Bed with 
Headboard, Footboard, 

and Wood Rails
Compare online now

for $699.99!

Bradenton Store
I-75 and S.R. 70
next to Lowe’s

941-739-6400

by Highland Park Furniture

IN FACTORY CARTONS
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fee-only financial advisor with 
a certified financial planner (or 
CFP) certification is one of your 
best options. The CFP certification 
serves as the gold standard for per-
sonal financial planning, and fee-

only advisors charge 
on an hourly basis, 
versus advisors who 
earn a commission 
by selling you finan-
cial products.

A great place to 
find fee-only advi-
sors is at the Garrett 
Planning Network, 
which offers the ser-
vices of 300 inde-

pendent advisers nationwide. At 
garrettplanningnetwork.com (or 
call 866-260-8400) you can locate 
an advisor in your area, hire one, 
and get an hour or two of advice 
either over the phone or in per-
son. There’s no minimum income 
or net worth requirements you’ll 
need to meet to get help. And you 
can use this service for a one-time 
engagement, as well as for periodic 
or ongoing financial advice. The 

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend any 

resources that provide afford-
able one-shot financial advice for 
folks on a budget? I’m about six 
years from retirement and would 
like a quick finan-
cial checkup and 
get a few questions 
answered, but I don’t 
want to pay an ongo-
ing financial advi-
sor to manage my 
money. 

Seeking Advice
 

Dear Seeking,
There are actually a 

number of services you can turn to 
for occasional financial and invest-
ment advice without tying yourself 
down or spending a fortune. Here 
are several to check out.

 Fee-Only Advisors
If you only want a one-time 

financial checkup, have a few 
financial questions you need 
answered, or are looking for some 
occasional investment advice, a 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

How to Get Financial and 
Retirement Advice on a Budget

THE SAVVY SENIOR
cost for a Garrett advisor ranges 
between $180 and $300 per hour.

You can also find fee-only 
advisors through the National 
Association of Personal Financial 
Advisors website, which lists 1,400 
accredited advisers at napfa.org. 
Other Services

Another convenient service you 
should know about is My Financial 
Advice (myfinancialadvice.com), 
which provides hourly advice via 
phone or email. You select the 
topics you want help with, like 
retirement planning, investing, 
insurance, employee benefits, debt 
management and more, and then 
choose a financial planner who is 
standing by to answer your ques-
tion. This is great for one-shot 
questions and second opinions. 
The cost for this service averages 
$150 per hour, but simple ques-
tions can be answered for less.

If you’re looking for help with 
your 401(k), 403(b), 457 plan, fed-
eral Thrift Savings Plan or SEP 
IRA, a company called Smart 401k 
(smart401k.com, 877-627-8401) is 
worth a look. They provide person-
alized investment advice either over 
the phone or online based on the 
funds available in your retirement 
plan. The cost is $200 per year.

And for do-it-yourself inves-
tors, Financial Engines (finan-
cialengines.com, 888-443-8577) 
is an online company that offers 
investment advice for retirement 

accounts, including guidance on 
employee stock options for $150 
a year. Or you can get compre-
hensive investment advice that 
includes non-retirement accounts 
for $300 per year.
Free Services

If you’re an AARP member, you 
can now get a free financial con-
sultation through a new partner-
ship program between AARP and 
the financial services firm Charles 
Schwab (www.schwab.com/aarp, 
877-310-7746). This program pro-
vides a complimentary, no obliga-
tion financial consultation with a 
Schwab financial advisor either 
over the phone or in person at one 
of their 300 branches nationwide.

Another resource that offers 
free financial advice is Jump-Start 
Your Retirement Plan Days. This 
is a completely free public service 
program provided by the National 
Association of Personal Financial 
Advisors (NAPFA) and Kiplinger 
Personal Finance magazine. On 
Thursday, Jan. 12 and Tuesday, 
Jan. 17 you can call toll free 888-
919-2345 anytime between 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. eastern standard time, 
and a NAPFA advisor will be 
standing by to answer your finan-
cial and retirement questions. Or, 
if you prefer, you can participate 
in an online discussion on these 
same dates through Kiplinger’s 
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/KiplingerPersonalFinance.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,suspension, air and breather filter.Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may
result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.
No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 1/26/12

MAINTENANCEINSPECTIONFREE Value
$3995

AAA Discount

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15am-6pm • Sat. 7:15am-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

OIL CHANGE

& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and light

trucks. Please call for appointment.

Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any other

coupons or specials. Coupon expires 1/12/12

10% 

DISCOUNT 

on service 
or repair.

EXCLUDES TIRES 

& SALES SPECIALS

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$38................before noon
$30...................after noon
$20...................after 3 pm
$500 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 1/31/12

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

CASUAL WATERFRONT DINING
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers 

& Other Delicious Fare
FULL LIQUOR BAR

Live Music Every
Wednesday and Saturday

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm

NOW OPEN Sunday 11-6 pm
for Lunch and NFL Direct TV 

Sunday Ticket
www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

SEASONAL SAVINGS

Happy 
New Year!

American Sewing 
Guild to meet

 The Brandon/ East Bay Chapter 
of the American Sewing Guild 
will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 4 
at the Brandon Recreation Center 
located at 502 East Sadie Street in 
Brandon.

Coffee will be served at 9:30 a.m. 
with a business meeting at 10 a.m.  
Newcomers are always welcome. 
For more information. call Darlene 
Youmans at (813) 671-8852.

before                  after

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS

 

In Office Procedure 813.634.9260
Insurance Accepted

SUN CITY CENTER Sunhill Medical Arts Bldg.   
4020 State Road 674, Suite 2 • www.ErasersInc.com

Why Go Anywhere Else?
Let a Board Certified Vascular Surgeon & Vein Specialist

Eliminate Your Ugly Veins!

Why us?
• Experience
• Reputation
• Dependability

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
1544 27th Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.BratesAluminum.com

Brate Built Construction Inc.
Certified Building Contractor Lic. #CBC1250631

• SUNROOMS
• SCREEN ROOMS

CASH
DISCOUNTS!

NO MONEY 
DOWN!!
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NOW FIND OUT WHY!!

Come in and meet
Lee & Gail Moon

to Armand’s Hearing. They have over 10 years 
experience in the Hearing Health Care industry. 
Together they have helped hundreds of people 
with their hearing needs, and are experts with 

the latest nano-technologyl

BRADENTON I
4229 14Th ST. W. • BRadENTON, FL 34205

(in Office depot Plaza)
941-357-2054

SUN CITY CENTER II
1653 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573

(in Payant Financial Plaza)
813-990-0335

SARASOTA III
3801 Bee Ridge Rd. • Sarasota, FL 34232

(across from Mcdonald’s)
941-357-2070

CALL NOW! 813-990-0335
$$ SAve HUNDreDS - eveN THOUSANDS $$

OUR FaMILY COMMITMENT
Continue to set the standards in our community for the following:

• award Winning SERVICE
THE ONLY COMPANY with a 5 YEAR 

FACTORY WARRANTY without hidden charges

Home of the

5 Year
FACTORY

This Week Only!!
MOnDAy, Jan. 2nd - FRiDAy, Jan. 6th

50-75% OFF MsRP!

2009 2010

3 Years in a row! 

OK, OK we admit it! 
We’ve been voted The Best!

Where Family Values 
Matter

Free
• Fiber Optic Inspection
• Complete Audiometric Testing
• In-House Repairs
• Consultation for you and your family
• Lifetime service
• WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE PLANS

THE PREFERRED HEARING 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER FOR 

• Manatee • E. Hillsborough • Sarasota
We are a family-owned and operated business with 
2nd, 3rd and 4th generations working our offices

NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFIED with over 
75 years combined family experience. 

Members of Florida Hearing Society and America 
Conference of Audio Prosthology

DON’T Be FOOLeD BY INFerIOr 
TeCHNOLOGY

(Lowest price in the U.S.)

$59850
MSRP $1995 each
Coupon valid at time of purchase only. 
Offer expires 1/13/12.    35/40 db loss

•ITC
• 100% Digital
• 100% Programmable
• Computer Adjustable

each
70%
OFF

2009 2010
2011

www.armandshearing.com

Cortez Road W.
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Office Depot Plaza

Cortez 
Plaza

ARMAND’S
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Bee Ridge Road

ARMAND’S

McDonald’sTo US 41 To I-75
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en

te
r P

la
za

 D
r. In Payant Financial Plaza

(Big yellow building 
between the Chamber of 
Commerce and Sun City 
Center Blvd.)

Sun City Center Blvd. Sun City Center Blvd.

Payant Financial Plaza

Post Office
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ARMAND’S

Member of

SATISFACTION GUArANTeeD
100% Financing with no interest O.A.C.

Satisfaction Guaranteed with Armand’s Hearing Center’s years of customer service 
and hearing health guaranteed program.

®

CARDS

WANTED
Patient Care 

Coordinator. Please 
email resumé to

info@armandshearing.
com
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www.SouthBayHospital.com

Sponsored by:

RSVP required. 
To Register call 1-888-685-1595

About the Movie
Age of Champions is a documentary that follows a group of athletes—a 100 
year old tennis champion, 86 year old pole vaulter, octogenarian swimmers 
who are all chasing the gold at the National Senior Games. This movie will 
inspire you to follow your dreams and �nd the champion in you.       

Friday,
January 20th
United Methodist Church
1210 Del Webb Blvd. West

Sun City Center, FL
Doors open at 11:00 A.M. and movie 

starts at Noon. Free Lunch, Free 
Health Screenings, and Free 

Inspiration to become a champion!  

Making marriage work…from the 50 year perspective
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
SUN CITY CENTER – “I now 

pronounce you……”
Fifty years ago this month, in 

southern California, Paul and 
Marsha Sasville pledged their 
lasting commitments, heard those 
words and officially commenced a 
happily-anticipated life together.

This year, on the weekend before 
Christmas, the Sasvilles commem-
orated that event in Community 
Hall here, celebrating an increas-
ing rarity in 21st century America: 
marriage enduring a half century.

Surrounded by family, friends, 
neighbors, they ate and danced 
and schmoozed, inviting everyone 
present to join them. They fed 

each other pieces of an elaborate 
wedding cake made from scratch 
by an artistic daughter-in-law. 
They swung around the dance floor 
to strains of “their song” sung by 
their youngest son, a dedicated 
musician. They introduced their 
eldest, a West coast graphics artist 
with a long list of credits. They 
joked about the years gone by. 

In their unpretentious, down-to- 
earth style, they seemed to exhibit 
an idyllic life together; achieving 
the golden wedding anniversary 
after careers completed, children 
launched, retirement to comfort-
able digs in a much touted senior 
community – the American dream 
in spades. 

 Well, not exactly. 

The challenges of marriage
It’s probably the most difficult, 

demanding and potentially damag-
ing relationship known to man – or 
to woman. In the U.S., more than 
a third of those attempted fail. The 
psychological, physical or financial 
destruction left in the wake can 
impact generations. 

Yet, in most of the world’s 
societies, throughout history, suc-
ceeding generations have contin-
ued to try, even to the extent of 
experimenting with same gender 
and multi-partner unions. 

For, when successful on both 
partners’ terms, a marriage of 
individuals committed to giving 
support and succor unceasingly, 
to friendship and companionship 
no matter what, to picking up and 
piecing together broken shards 
when the relationship shatters, can 
be the most rewarding, most trea-
sured of life’s experiences. 

That forever promise leads 
couples, hand in hand, to simple 
ceremonies and fancy events 
every day of every month, every 
year. Regardless of the beginning, 
though, the journey to realizing 
that promise is more likely to be 
rough than smooth. After all, proof 
of such devotion comes only out of 
the turmoil of trouble. 

Rocky roads are not ice 
cream 

In 1961, when Marsha and Paul 
Sasville were married, experts 
would have given the couple little 
chance of a lasting union, much 
less a mutually satisfying one. 
She was18, he was 20 years old; 
deemed capable under the law, 
but not necessarily ready for the 
requirements, restrictions, respon-
sibilities of marriage. And there 

were more strikes than youthful-
ness against them. 

Both had come from broken 
homes, badly broken homes. Both 
were raised primarily by grandpar-
ents because their parents were so 
far off the grid, either emotionally 
or physically among the miss-
ing, on a regular basis. The two 
sets of grandparents, of the Great 
Depression era, unknown to each 
other, were responsible enough to 
provide life’s basic necessities, but 
not a lot more. 

 For Marsha, in particular, child-
hood in the unglamorous venues 
of Hollywood, could be torturous. 
Exposed to a long succession of 
her late mother’s boyfriends and 
husbands from a young age, she 
remembers learning to escape to 
a bathroom, locking herself in for 
protection. Momentarily out of 
reach, she would retreat mentally, 
she recalls today, to “green, grassy 
fields, rolling into the distance, 
where there were people dressed 
in white and it was a happy place.” 
For years, she adds, she thought 
that place was only a figment of 
her imagination. 

She grew into her teen years, 
dark-haired and diminutive. For 
her, high school was a better 
place, a place to achieve and build 
confidence. She was a cheerleader, 
made good grades, developed 
a love of dance, was a popular 
member of the student body. She 
was graduated with two ambitions: 
“I wanted to be a ballet dancer and 
then a wife and mother.”

Determined to follow her 
dreams, confident in her own 
resourcefulness, she contacted her 
biological father, asking only for 
money to get to New York City. 
He turned her down flat. “He said 
he had two boys to raise,” she 

relates. Young Marsha found a job 
as a secretary in a large southern 
California corporation.

Meanwhile, Paul, surviving a less 
than ideal childhood and skinning 
through his teen years, found work 
in the same corporation. His was 
a night job; he was on his way to 
becoming a machinist. 

They were introduced by a 
mutual acquaintance in October. 
“I was in lust,” Paul admits as he 
talks about the tiny, brown-eyed 
beauty he immediately began dat-
ing, soon developing an increasing 
attitude of possession. He was, 
he acknowledges, ready to fight 
anyone who looked at her. 

For her part, Marsha says of 
those few weeks in late 1961, “I 
knew clearly what I didn’t want 
in a man.” But what she did want 
was not so clarified. Among her 
criteria were that he be working 
and have a car. Paul Sasville met 
that standard. They were married 
in a small church ceremony within 
three months of their meeting. 

Challenges come home
Their first decade together, they 

indicate, well might be dubbed War 
of the Sasvilles. They battled con-
stantly. Marsha thought her hus-
band unreasonable, “controlling.” 
Paul was not equipped to deal with 
the fallout of her traumatic child-
hood. Love, they were learning, 
does not conquer all.

One day, a short time into the 
marriage, Paul says “I lost my 
temper, threw something across the 
room.” It was not directed at his 
wife; it was strictly an outburst of 
impatience, he adds. But, Marsha 
fled. He found her hiding, shud-
dering, under a piece of furniture 
in another part of the house. The 

See MARRIAGE, page 13

Fifty years ago, when Paul 
and Marsha Sasville 

married, dragging 
heavy emotional 

baggage into 
the union, their 
chances of 
staying to-
gether would 
have been 
rated very 
low. Today, 
the Sun 
City Center 
couple, 
captured 
candidly 
while danc-
ing during 
their golden 
anniversary 
celebration, 

are united 
as one in a 

marriage made 
stronger and 

more satisfying 
by the tempering of 

life’s problems. 
Melody JaMeson photo
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Are you stressed with the caregiving experience? Do you 
need to talk to someone managing similar caregiving 
responsibilities?

Join us at Homewood Residence® Freedom Plaza Sun 
City Center on the first and third Thursday of each 
month for our Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
We’ll provide you with the education, information and 
resources you need in a caring, confidential environment. 
Anna Lively, MS, Registered Mental Health Counselor, 
will be available to guide the group and to answer your 
questions and concerns. Don’t miss this supportive event.

First and third Thursday
of each month • 10 to 11 a.m.

Light refreshments. For more information,
please contact Bev at (813) 633-4340 or

bhurley@brookdaleliving.com.

Personalized Assisted Living • Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
3910 Galen Ct., Sun City Center, FL 33573

(813) 633-4340 • www.brookdaleliving.com
Assisted Living Facility # AL9634

Nobody else
sells this 
quality
at this price.

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1920 W. Brandon Blvd.

$15.95
sq. ft.

Installed
PAINTED 
SOLID 

SHUTTERS
Will not warp or crack

Usable in wet applications

PLEASE
COMPARISON

SHOP!

violence of his raised arm had trig-
gered for her a terrifying flashback. 
It would not be the last time he 
wrapped her in a hug, trying to 
calm the involuntary trembling. 

 During that first decade, their 
three surviving children would ar-
rive and they would face two mis-
carriages. There would be several 
job-related moves, as Paul’s career 
blossomed into sales management 
for the tool industry, overseeing 
large teams and big territories. 
Each time, she, too, found a new 
job, made a fresh start. By 1971, 
craving the stability of constancy, 
Marsha concluded she could not go 
on; she decided to take the children 
and leave. Her announcement was 
devastating. 

“We had a big house. I had a 
boat. We had motorcycles,” Paul 
recalls. But the toys that money 
could buy were not what it was 
about. Shattered, the 30-year-old 
sales success story was on his 
knees – literally. “I am losing my 
children, my woman,” he realized, 
“my wife is going to leave me.” 
And for the first time in many 
years, Paul Sasville says he prayed. 
Scared, with nowhere to turn, “I 
got on my knees and asked God to 
help.” 

Before making the split final, 
they agreed to try a marriage 
counselor. Calling a friend for a 
recommendation, they were steered 
to a local church pastor. Prior to 
keeping an appointment with him, 

however, they visited the church 
and immediately were welcomed 
into, caught up in a vibrant, envel-
oping congregation. “We never did 
keep that counseling appointment,” 
Paul notes. 

For them, it was the right place 
at the right time, a place to un-
dertake the long journey toward 
fulfilled spiritual needs, to help 
heal emotional wounds, to putting 
psychological problems to rest and 
behind them. Independently, each 
responded to an altar call for com-
mitment; he down one aisle, she 
down another. 

 Over time, the faith discov-
ered in adulthood deepened, they 
say. They began formal religious 
education, training for a ministry. 
They instituted daily Bible reading, 
at home, covering every book in 
the King James version, repeat-
edly. And, ultimately, they began 
conducting marriage counseling 
themselves, bringing to these 
efforts the understanding gained 
from first-hand experience.

Looking back, Paul says he came 
to recognize that in striving to 
provide materially for his family, 
“I was putting work before every-
thing and everyone else, including 
God.” Marsha adds she was able 
to accept “he’s the head, I’m the 
heart.” And, after listening to the 
testimony of others, she decided 
those green, grassy fields of her 
childhood retreats were more vi-
sion than fiction. 

There would be additional fam-
ily moves up and down the West 
Coast, then eastward, in concert 
with job demands. There would 
be more disappointments, some 
arising from job loss in economic 
downturns. And, one of the three 
offspring would skate dangerously 
close to the edge. None of it, how-
ever, would lay the Sasvilles low 
again. There’s always the chance 
of crisis, they allow, but there’s 
also always the promise springing 
from conviction. 

Asked the customary question 
— their secret for maintaining a 
long, happy marriage — as they 
observed their 50th anniversary 
this month, they answer almost in 
unison: “With God, there are no 
deal breakers. We were meant to be 
together.” And they aren’t referring 
solely to each other.
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Marriage
Continued from page 12 ■

Melody JaMeson photos
Three of the five current Sasville grandchildren joined in celebrat-
ing a 50th wedding anniversary earlier this month that at one time 
would have been very much in doubt.  Here, Paul and Marsha, (far 
right) introduce to their guests (from the left) Parker, 4, Emma, 6 and 
Riley, 8, children of  their youngest son, Kevin, a musician, and his 
wife, Carrie. A very young fifth grand was not present. A sixth grand-
child is expected soon to be added to the family, courtesy of their 
eldest son, Brian, a noted graphic artist based in Seattle. 

After buying and sell-
ing multiple large homes 
representing the numerous 
moves made by the family 
of five from California to 
Washington state and back 
again, the Sasvilles have 
a particular appreciation 
for their smaller Sun City 
Center duplex, deemed just 
right for the two of them.  
Arriving in 2002, Marsha 
and Paul (left) opted for an 
island decor rich in Rattan 
and warm colors which, 
of course, had to include 
a tiki bar for the lanai. 
It bespeaks the fun and 
frivolity that characterizes 
their 50-year marriage once 
made in hell, now heaven 
on earth.
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GOT SCREENED?
IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT A SKIN GROWTH,
WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO EVALUATE IT FOR YOU. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE SKIN CANCER

SCREENING!
NOW ACCEPTING AV-MED INSURANCE

Howard A. Oriba, M.D.  |  Michael G. Caruso, M.D.  |  Leslee Baute, P.A.
The Skin Cancer Centers / Dermatology Associates

4002 Sun City Center Blvd. Unit 102
Sun City Center, FL  33573
(One Block West of the Hospital) 813-634-1455

SIGN UP FOR A FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING
BRING THIS COUPON IN TO RECEIVE A FREE GIFT!

CLIP & SAVE

RSVP
2 days prior
to event to...

Assisted Living 
Facility License 

#4991813-634-3347813-634-3347

JANUARY EVENTS
Tues., Jan. 3 Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) Support 
Group.

Wed., Jan. 4 Therapeutic Tai 
Chi

Fri., Jan. 5 C.O.A.P. (Children of Aging Parents)

Cancer Detection and Prevention

COPD Support Group

Grief, Loss or Depression Support 
Group

Life Bio is back! 

RSVP is a must!

COLD AIR

WE CAN FIX ANY HEATER!24 HOURS
A DAY!
365 
DAYS
A 
YEAR!

Your Local Central  A/C
& Heat Super Center!

MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

* Some restrictions apply. Not valid with other offers. W.A.C.

BONDED & INSURED LIC.# CAC058774

We 
Service

All 
Brands!

www.easyac.net

SUN CITY, RUSKIN & APOLLO BEACH

813- 2

NEED SERVICE, SALES OR MAINTENANCE? 
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS

813-COLD AIR
2 6 5 - 3 2 4 7

NEVER
EXPIRES

Any Central A/C & Heat
Tune Up or Repair

813-COLD AIR
2 6 5 - 3 2 4 7

NEVER
EXPIRES

*$50 OFF

*FREE
813-COLD AIR

2 6 5 - 3 2 4 7
NEVER
EXPIRES

Central Heat or A/C
Service Call or Check Up

*FREE
813-COLD AIR

2 6 5 - 3 2 4 7
NEVER
EXPIRES

Heater Safety Inspection
with Tune Up

*$300 OFF
ANY NEW SYSTEM

6 5 3 2 4 7

Hillsborough: 813-COLD AIR
265-3247

Pinellas/Pasco: 727-447-6933
Polk: 863-686-8528
Manatee: 941-365-5862

ASK ABOUT OUR 5 YEAR
GUARANTEE ON ALL REPAIRS!

HEAT PUMP ELECTRIC HEAT
GAS      FUEL OIL
ALL FURNACES

®
CARDS

SCC Home Tour spans five decades

House at 1409 Fox Hills Drive is included on the SCC Home Tour January 14.

SUN CITY CENTER — For Sun City Center’s year-long 50th 
Anniversary Celebration, a special six-home tour (open to the public) is 
planned for Saturday, Jan 14, 2012, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A $5 ticket admits 
you to the homes. After the tour, all participants are invited to the SCC 
Information Center at 1002 Cherry Hills Drive for refreshments and to 
enter the Home Tour ticket in a drawing for a 50th Anniversary prize. 
You do not have to be present for the drawing to win.

Del Webb built Sun City Center as a “retirement community for 
people of modest means.” Over the past 50 years, architectural changes 
occurred to reflect an expanded view of life for seniors. The six tour 
houses represent each decade of the past 50 years. 

Hosts are: 
1960s - Lickfeldt’s, 1409 Fox Hills Dr. 
1970s - Odell’s, 1727 Flamingo Lane 
1980s - Erath, 708 Elkhorn Rd.
1990s - Jacobs, 2119 Sterling Glen Ct. 2000s; Attles, 737 Camellia 

Greens Dr.
2010-Minto Communities, 303 Siena Vista Place. 
At each home, a host will be talking about its history.
For more information Mike Brock 365-0003. Tickets are also available 

at the Lifeline office, 1002A Cherry Hills Drive (behind the Information 
Center).

Hundreds turn out for 
Riverview Senior Dinner

An estimated 800 people turned 
out for the annual Riverview 
Senior Dinner, organized by 

Barbara Jones-Keplinger of the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 

Office Riverview Community 
Station. The dinner was made 
possible by the generosity of 
several local businesses and 

dozens of volunteers. The 
event, held at the Showmen’s 
Club in Gibsonton on Dec. 8, 
included entertainment from 

singer Bud Conover.

Photos courtesy of 
BarBara Jones-KePlinger
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Moffett oral Surgery
& Dental IMplant Center

Jeffrey V. Moffett, D.M.D., P.A.

Big Bend Professional Park
13136 Vail Ridge Drive - Riverview, FL 33579

813-677-3331
www.MoffettOralSurgery.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Most Insurance Accepted

Nitrous Oxide and I.V. Sedation Available

For more information: MS Enterprises / Mark Palermo
813-361-0740 msentllc@tampabay.rr.com

FREE GOLD DRAWING 
BOTH DAYS

Friday 5 p.m. • Saturday 2 p.m.

24 Dealers READY TO BUY,
SELL and APPRAISE all kinds of coins

Licensed Precious Metals/Broken Jewelry
Dealer on site!!

Dec. 30th & 31st
Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

  In the SCC Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting Hall
1651 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL 33573

Located on the west side of the plaza in the 
HEART of SUN CITY CENTER!

FREE ADMISSION, PARKING & ON-SITE APPRAISALS!

FREE
Hourly

Door Prizes

her had left late gifts too -- the 
4-foot tall box was absolutely 
overflowing.

All those toys and no way to 
get them to the Toys for Tots guys 

in time for Christmas! 
It didn’t matter what 
the disconnect was that 
caused the toys to be 
overlooked. Somehow 
we needed to get those 
toys to some kids who 
would otherwise have 
nothing on Christmas 
morning.

I called Office Manager 
Kristy who was already 
at home putting the 

final touches on her own holiday 
plans. She, in turn, called Pastor 
Hal Jeffries of the Ruskin United 
Methodist Church. The church 
had three families who had noth-
ing. These last minute toys were 
an absolute Godsend for them. 
Hal and his wife came to the Dive 
within minutes and we loaded 
them up with stuffed animals, 
games, action figures and cars.

It felt good to know I had finally 
been a part of a little Christmas 
miracle for someone. My season 
was complete and I could now 
 relax and enjoy time with Husband 
and our extended family. It was 
my blessing to know some kids 
would have a better Christmas all 
because we spotted an overlooked 
box of toys.

I hope you all had a magical 
weekend with your family and 
friends, and I hope you got to be 
a part of something special. If not, 
there’s a whole brand spanking-
new year coming this weekend full 
of possibilities and opportunities 
to make the world a little  better 
right here at home. Be a part of it. 
Happy New Year!

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

When I read in the paper about 
all the people who were anony-
mously paying off the layaway 
balances of strangers at Walmart, 
I wanted to jump on the band-
wagon. Something was 
missing in my Christmas 
plans, and it was the 
joy of  doing something 
for someone else who 
needed assistance. This 
was definitely something 
I could be a part of.

So it was crushing 
news when I read last 
Wednesday that I had 
missed the deadline to 
help. I was off by four 
days. Anyone who hadn’t paid off 
their balance by Sunday, the 19th 
was out of luck. I thought of all of 
those disappointed kids and kicked 
myself for waiting so long to do 
something. I had great intentions, 
but I got distracted by my own 
plans and deadlines and missed 
the boat.

But as fate would have it, I wasn’t 
too late to do something after all. 
On Friday night, having closed the 
Chamber for the Christmas holi-
day, I drove down to the Seafood 
Dive for a little libation to start my 
wonderful weekend. As I sat there, 
I saw a woman come into the res-
taurant with stacks of toys to go 
into the Toys for Tots collection 
box. She must have made three 
trips, each time hauling in boxes 
of toys from her minivan and care-
fully placing them in the bin.

Having participated in this 
 Marine-sponsored program for 
many years, I knew this lady was 
donating too late to have the gifts 
delivered on time. After all, the 
next day was Christmas Eve! And 
she wasn’t the only one. While her 
gifts were ample, others  before 

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Reduce, reuse or recycle your live 
Christmas trees 

 Does it make you sad to see your once-live Christmas tree waiting at 
the curb for the garbage truck? Beat the post-holiday blues by reducing, 
re-using or recycling your tree with these environmentally-friendly ideas 
from Hillsborough County.
Yard Waste Processing Facilities Hillsborough County 

Solid waste customers can skip the hassle and work of cutting their 
live Christmas trees into smaller pieces for curbside pickup by taking 
trees directly to a Yard Waste Processing Facility. There, the trees will be 
recycled into mulch and other environmentally beneficial byproducts.

The sites are open Monday through Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Falkenburg Road/Resource Recovery Facility: 350 Falkenburg Rd. in 

the Brandon area. (813) 744-5599.
• South County: 13001 U.S. Highway 41, 

Gibsonton. (813) 671-761.1
Customers should bring their current tax bill 

and proper identification to access the Yard Waste 
Processing Facilities, and be able to unload the 
trees themselves. Customers should also remove all 
decorations, lights and tinsel. Artificial trees are not 
accepted at the yard waste sites.

Non-County residential solid waste customers 
can dispose of yard waste by paying a tonnage fee.  

• Backyard -- Christmas trees placed in the backyard will provide a 
habitat for birds and other wildlife. To provide food for birds, hang suet 
or sliced fruit from the branches.

• Mulch -- Chop or grind live Christmas trees and use as mulch around 
trees, shrubs and flower beds.

• Firewood -- Christmas trees can be used as firewood for outside fires, 
not in a fireplace. Check municipal and County outdoor burning codes, 
as they can change depending on weather conditions. The tree must be 
allowed time to age, as burning sap can be smoky and hazardous. Freshly 
cut wood does not burn as well as aged wood.

Of course, curbside pickup of live Christmas trees is available to 
County solid waste customers by following these steps:

Remove all decorations, lights and tinsel, cut the tree into sections no 
larger than 4’ long and 6” in diameter and place curbside on your regular 
yard waste collection day.

For more information regarding recycling live Christmas trees, con-
tact: Lynn Barber, Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM Agent, UF-IFAS 
Hillsborough County Extension, barberL@hillsboroughcounty.org, 
(813) 744-5519 ext. 54105.

For more information about Hillsborough County solid waste collec-
tion and disposal services, visit www.hillsboroughcounty.org/solidwaste, 
or call (813) 272-5680.
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The Warrens are a musical family 
that has been traveling for over 25 
years, as they are today. Hear them 
in concert at First Baptist Church 
of Ruskin, January 8, at 8:30 and 
11 a.m.

They capitalize on old-fashioned 
Biblical preaching and family-
style southern gospel music, with 
a slight bluegrass influence. They 
sing and preach in an average of 
150 churches a year across the U.S. 
The family members are David and 
Devanie, Rachel, Brent, Ethan and 

The Warren family will perform at First Baptist Church of Ruskin, 
January 8.

Caleb. They specialize in playing 
live music with their singing by 
utilizing the guitar, bass guitar, 
fiddle, keyboard, banjo, dobro and 
steel guitar.

Pastor Barry Rumsey invites you 
to attend the free concert at First 
Baptist Church, located at 820 
College Ave. W, Ruskin. There is 
no charge for the concert, a love 
offering will be taken to show 
appreciation.

For more information contact the 
church office at 813-645-6439.

The Warrens perform in concert

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

Area Places of Worship

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of SCC
Meets in the Henry Gibson Social Hall of the Beth Israel 

Synagogue • 1115. E. Del Webb Blvd.
Thursday, 7:00 PM • Call 633-0396

Liberty is not permission to withdraw from the world’s 
battles. — H.L. Short

Ruskin Foursquare Church
Building Community Thru God’s Love
106 7th Ave. N.W.
Ruskin, FL 33570
N. Blanton (813) 309-3558

Pastor Norman
&

 Sherril Blanton

10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service
7 p.m. Wed. Bible Study

Direct Cremation $925

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130
www.zipperersfuneralhome.com

Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County
Family owned and operated since 1979

EXP. 3/31/12

Interfaith Council 
accepting grant 
requests

The Interfaith Council of Sun 
City Center will be accepting grant 
requests until Jan. 31, 2012. Ap-
plications must be received by that 
time.  A formal application is re-
quired for review and all requests 
must fit the mission perimeters of 
the Council.  Grant requests should 
focus on programs that enhance the 
lives of people in Sun City Center 
and South Hillsborough County. 
All interested parties must be a 
non-profit 501(c)(3). Grant appli-
cations, including additional in-
formation regarding the granting 
process, can be found at their web-
site www.interfaithcouncilofsunci-
tycenter.com.  Applications must 
include both 501(c)(3) and federal 
ID numbers.  Applications should 
be mailed to The Nearly New 
Shop, P.O. Box 5342, Zip 33571.  
You can also call 633-9118 for ad-
ditional information.

 All revenues for the grants are 
raised through the sale of items at 
the SCC Nearly New Shop, located 
behind the SCC Plaza.  For the first 
cycle of their fiscal year 2011/2012, 
over $60,000 worth of grants were 
awarded to various organizations.

Culinary Angels to 
serve dinner 

The Culinary Angels of Prince 
of Peace Catholic Church will be 
holding a served dinner on Thurs-
day, Jan. 19, 2012 in Conesa Cen-
ter.  The dinner will consist of beef 
tips over noodles, vegetable, salad 
and dessert.  Happy hour will be 
held at 4 p.m., BYOB, and dinner 
is served at 5 p.m. The cost is $10 
and limited to 100.  Tickets will be 
on sale January 9, 10, 11, in Conesa 
Center from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Divine Frolics to 
present a Variety 
Show  

A variety show will be held at the 
Sun City Center Community Hall 
on Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012 at 6:30 
p.m.  The purpose of the show is 
to raise money for St. John the Di-
vine Episcopal Church and their 
Community Outreach.  The show 
is called: Divine Frolics Presents: 
A Variety Show- Winter Review 
Florida Style. Tickets are $8 each 
and will be available at the door. If 
you would like to purchase tickets 
in advance, call Brenda Coman at 
642-0110.

Sun City Christian 
Center to host 
Gospel concert

On Friday, Jan. 6 at 7 p.m and 
Saturday, Jan. 7 at 6 p.m. gospel 
group “The Pickerings” will per-
form. The special guest performers 
will be “The Vander Veens” during 
the Friday night show and “The 
Harper Brothers” on Saturday. The 
show is being held at the Sun City 
Christian Center 17566 U.S. Hwy 
301 South, Wimauma. For more 
information call 407-788-6556. 

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

Shadow
Shadow is a beautiful black do-

mestic short hair with a pretty 
round face.  Unfortunately his 
owner couldn’t keep him and 
had to give him up for adoption.     
Shadow is very friendly and will 
tolerate being held and petted.   
Shadow is up to date on his shots, 
neutered and micro chipped.  He 
deserves to be in a loving home; 
give him a chance to do just that.   

 DOB:  June 2, 2007

Huey
 Huey is a goofy Terrier/Shepherd 

mix who was brought to the shelter 
with his three siblings. The four 
were very lucky. If left in the poor 
living conditions that the puppies 
came from, it is very likely that they 
wouldn’t be with us today.  With 
all of the TLC Huey has received 
since his arrival, he has turned into 
a handsome and healthy pup. He 
is the biggest of the pack and the 
most interested in toys. His favor-
ite is a big stuffed lion’s head. He 
also loves to play in the pool. Huey 
appears to like most of the other 
shelter dogs, even the big guys. He 
is such a little people lover too. He 
really would like to finally have a 
place to call home so he can put his 
early struggles behind him. Come 
and meet Huey today. He has been 
neutered and microchipped. He is 
current on his shots. 

DOB: November 3, 2010

Business slow? Need to advertise?
Call The Observer News

813-645-3111 or visit www.observernews.net

Look to the LORD and his strength; 
seek his face always. Remember 

the wonders he has done, his 
miracles, and the judgments he 

pronounced.
1 Chronicles 16:11-12

d

d
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702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil ................. 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO SERVICES AT OUR NEW LOCATION
1707 33rd Street SE, SCC/Ruskin • 813-938-4955

10:30 a.m. SUNDAYS

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

Area Places of Worship

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570 • (813) 645-6102

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ......................... Wednesday 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

All Are Welcome

U.S. Hwy. 41
106 11th Ave. NE 

Ruskin
813-645-1714

SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Daily .........................................................Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:00 p.m.

Confession ......................... Thursday 6:15 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Saint Anne Catholic Church

SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

Very Reverand Fr. John F. McEvoy, V.F.

Area Obituaries
Concetta V. Beckwith

Concetta V. Beckwith, 91, of Sun City 
Center, passed away on December 20, 
2011. She enjoyed doing arts and crafts 
and had previously taught ceramics 
classes. She served for 17 years in the 
Ladies Auxillary in Monroeville, NJ. She 
is preceded in death by her husband, 
John Beckwith. Concetta is survived by 
her loving family, daughter, Rebecca 
Gerdy; and nieces, Patti Drennen, 
Joan Beckwith and Carol Hudson. 
There will be a memorial service on 
Friday, December 30, 2011 at 2:00 pm 
at Serenity Meadows Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Sun City Center 
Emergency Squad 101 Ray Watson 
Drive, Sun City Center, FL.

Joseph M. Perrotta
Joseph M. Perrotta, 82, of Sun City 

Center, FL passed away, December 5, 
2011. Joseph was born in White Plains, 
New York on May 13, 1929. He will 
be deeply missed by his wife, family, 
friends and neighbors. If you would like 
to show support, it is requested that 
donations be made to Hospice in Sun 
City Center.

Prince of Peace 
women to host 
games

The Council of Catholic Wom-
en of Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church invites anyone who likes 
to play cards or  any board game 
to make up your table in advance 
and come to their monthly Dessert 
Card Party on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
2012 from noon until 3:30 p.m. in 
Conesa Center.  They furnish cards, 
pencils and tallies.  They will also 
have an assortment of desserts and 
table and door prizes.  For more 
information call 813-633-2460.

The Interfaith Council of Sun 
City Center recently held its An-
nual Holiday Luncheon at the Re-
deemer Lutheran Church in SCC.   
Attending the luncheon were 
Council Members of the IFC and 
volunteers who work at the Nearly 
New Shop. Special guests were 20 
out of 50 recipients of the College 
Scholarships awarded to them for 
their continuing education. Now 
attending colleges such as Florida 
State, University of South Flori-
da, University of Central Florida, 
University of Tampa, Hillsbor-
ough Community College, and 
other colleges, all are graduates of 
Lennard High School or East Bay 
High School.  They shared their 

Scholarship recipients that attended the luncheon: 1st row left to 
right J. Tatlock, L. Hernandez, K. Eastep, S. Zipperer, L. Rankin, C. 
Jokisch, B. Davis, B. Rotger, A. Leon, S. Sierra, 2nd row P. Bhakta, 
E. Blue, R. Bansil, J. Kropac, R. Hall, B. Seifer, K. Leeper, T. Franch, 
C. Zipperer, M. Mobley.

Kelly Leeper,  a recent graduate of  the University of Tampa, is a 
4-year continuing scholarship recipient with a BA in Accounting, 
sharing her appreciation. 

stories on how the scholarships 
have made a difference in their 
lives. All were grateful for the 
generosity of the community for 
supporting the Nearly New Shop 
that generates the funding for the 
scholarships through the sale of 
donated items. 

The Interfaith Council has award-
ed 50 new and continuing scholar-
ships this past year, for a total of 
$100,000. These scholarships are 
given to graduating seniors and 
to successful college students on 
a continuing basis. In addition, 
many charities and organizations 
received grants from the council 
this past year from proceeds gen-
erated by the Nearly New Shop.  

Interfaith Council honors scholarship 
recipients

Ministry offers a 
light of hope

The Lord’s Lighthouse Ministry, 
directed by Pastor William Cruz 
and his wife, Dora, is located in the 
annex building of the Ruskin Cam-
pus of St. John the Divine. In No-
vember, the mission provided food, 
clothing, household items, and ser-
vices for 1,317 families.

A well-attended church service 
with Sunday School, followed by 
lunch and fellowship, is held every 
Sunday (11:15 a.m.).

At the annual Christmas Toy 
Give-away, more than 150 children 
received toys (or gift cards for the 
teenagers) donated by St. John the 
Divine Episcopal Church, Achieve 
Global, Universal Healthcare, 
South Bay Church (Riverview), 
and many Friends. Personnel from 
MacDill Air Force Base “adopted” 
and gave gifts to 113 families. St. 
John the Divine’s Youth Group and 
several parishioners helped with 
this heart-warming event.

Particular needs right now in-
clude: canned goods, cereal, peanut 
butter, blankets and warm clothing, 
diapers, bicycles for the homeless, 
Walmart/grocery store gift cards.

The mission is open from 9 a.m.to 
4:30 p.m., Monday - Wednesday. 
People wishing to donate or obtain 
services or information may call 
813-641-7100 or 813-641-7114. 
...let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.  
Matthew 5:16.

Voice of the 
Faithful to meet

The Tampa Bay Affiliate of 
Voice of the Faithful (9 Years old) 
will meet on Monday, January 
9 from 1:30-3:30, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, 16550 South 
US 301, Wimauma (Across Hwy 
301 from Copper Penny Restau-
rant). Meeting will include a video 
presentation by noted author and 
columnist, James Carroll, address-
ing: “Why am I a Catholic?---Re-
claiming the Commitment of the 
People of God.” Discussion will 
follow.  All interested people are 
welcome, bring a friend. For more 
information 634-9904 or email 
larry_vaughan@comcast.com

Visit us on 
the Web

www.ObserverNews.net

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: Cats hide naturally to cope with stress, so 
provide plenty of hiding places when you have multiple 
cats in the house. Open boxes, handle-less paper bags, 
crates and closets give cats places to hide.

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter
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Learn what to do – Right Now!
When should I take Social Security?

When can I retire?

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

DON’T JOIN THE OSTRICH GENERATION
Amid the choppy markets, too many

Soon-to-be Retirees have avoided making key decisions...
62% of married couples disagree on when to retire

25% of people now 66 will live to age 90
50% of people age 46 and up haven’t calculated their savings needs

Call us today for your retirement 
evaluation and let us help you 

create a retirement plan and get 
your head out of the sand!!!

813-633-7333
www.payantfinancial.com
*Securities and insurance products offered by 

Thomas Payant through SagePoint Financial. Inc. 
Investment advisory services offered through 
Payant Financial Services, Inc. a Registered 

Investment Advisor not affiliated with SagePoint 
Financial, Inc. Statistical 

Source: Wall Street Journal 9/17/11

1653 Sun City Center Plaza
Sun City Center, FL 33573

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

106 11th Ave. N.E. • Ruskin, Fl 33570 • 645-1714 • SaintAnneRuskin.org

D Feast of the Holy Family d
Friday, december 30th

8:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m.. ............................................................................. Mass
New Year’s eve • saturdaY, december 31st

Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
5:00 p.m. ................................ Vigil Mass - Adoration of the Eucharist until  

10:30 p.m., followed by Benediction
11:00 p.m. ........................................................................... New Year’s Mass

New Year’s daY • suNdaY, JaNuarY 1st
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. (Español), 5:00 p.m. ........................ Mass

saturdaY, JaNuarY 7th • Feast of the Epiphany
5:00 p.m. ...................................................................................... Vigil Mass

suNdaY, JaNuarY 8th
8:00 a.m. ................................................................................................ Mass
10:00 a.m. ......................................Family Mass (Presentation of the Kings)
12:30 p.m. .............................................................................Mass (Español)

5:00 p.m. ......................................................................................Mass

Saint Anne Catholic Church
catholics come home!

Riverview Flea Market

34,000 sq. ft.
Air Conditioned

Accepting New Vendors
Low Monthly & Daily Rates
7415 Hwy. 301 S.

Riverview, FL 33578
813-671-9315

Hours:
Wed. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

BOOTHS
as low as

$75 per month

Booth Special

1/2 OFF
First Month’s Rent

FISH TALES

New Year’s recipe for you
As the year 

ends, won-
derful fish-
ing begins.

S p a n i s h 
m a c k e r e l 
are abun-
dant in our 

waterways. They are traveling in 
schools. With average weight only 
28 oz. they are a small fish with 
excellent food value. Legal size is 
12” and you may have 15 in your 
baitwell. As small as they are, 15 
will make a good dinner.

Ladyfish also are swimming in 
schools. This small fish with an 
average weight of two pounds, can 
give you a workout. It has never 
been given credit for being one of 
the smallest game fish in our wa-
terways. It has a strong strike, you 
will think you have a whopper on 
your line. It jumps, runs, jerks, and 
fights before you boat him. Food 
value is poor; most are released or 
used for bait for larger fish.

We have many low tides this 
time of the year. If you have never 
tried to find fish on the oyster bars, 
which are many, throughout the 
bay, this might be a new adven-
ture for you. Fish migrate there for 
food; it seems to be a safe haven 
from predators.

It is very difficult to keep up with 
grouper rules and legal catches. 
They seem to be changing often. 

The last change for the Federal 
 officers was to change catch  limits 
of red grouper which states that 
anglers can keep an additional two 
grouper within the four bag limit. 
Unless they change their minds, 
these rules are in affect for 2012.

Gator trout are telling us hello 
this week. Those chasing the trout 
schools have been catching trout 
more than 20”, which they call 
Gator.

This fish is often termed a weak 
fish,  because of its tender, delicate 
mouth. A heavy-handed angler can 
easily tear the hook out when they 
strike. You must use light tackle 
and caution when setting the hook. 
Legal, not less than 15” or more 
than 20” with an exception you 
may have one over 20”.

Flounder this time of year are not 
lazy. They seem to be everywhere 
and people are catching them by 
accident. They are out and about; 
you don’t need to dangle your 
line on the sandy bottoms of the 
 waters. They have been around 
deeper  waters surrounded by grass 
and sandbars. You will catch them 
with light tackle; some are using a 
jig with a plastic tail. They  always 
will go for fresh shrimp. Be sure 
and land your flounder as quickly 
as possible as they are known to 
give a big shake and swim away. 
Legal is 12” and 10 per harvest.

Each week I meet women who 

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

request that I put more recipes 
in my column. Here is a recipe 
that is sure to please everyone. It 
might be one that your friends will 
 remember you for.

Stuffed Seatrout:
2 to 3 trout

Take whole cleaned fish, salt 
and pepper on each side and in 
 cavity. Repeat this process with 
 butter. Mince 1½ cloves of garlic, 
2  medium onions, chopped and 
sauteed in butter with garlic.

Add 1½ cup chopped cucumbers, 
1 cup chopped almonds, 6 cups of 
dried bread crumbs, 2 tsp. thyme. 
Mix all with sherry wine, place 
in cavity, and bake stuffed fish in 
425º oven for 30 minutes or until 
fish is flaky. Baste with melted 
butter and more wine if fish looks 
dry while baking.

House full of company? Make a 
quick tartar sauce:

1 cup mayonnaise
2 tbs. relish
2 chopped green onions
add lemon juice to taste
Quick cocktail sauce:
1 cup catsup or chili sauce
3 tbs. lemon juice
½ to 1 tsp. horseradish
dash of Worcestershire sauce
A healthy, wealthy, lucky New 

Year from Fish Tales and The 
 Observer News.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.

SouthShore Regional Library 
15816 Beth Shields Way, Ruskin

Mouse and Keyboard • Tuesday, Jan. 3 • 12:15 to 2:30 p.m. 
In part one, learn how to grip, move and click the buttons on the mouse. 

In part two, you will learn the keys on the computer keyboard. This 
is a beginner level class. Registration in person required no earlier 

than one hour prior to the start of the program.
Stargazing Party • Tuesday, Jan. 3 • 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Join them for a stellar stargazing party! Astronomy enthusiast Craig 
MacDougal will lead a brief discussion on stars, planets, and moons. 
Immediately following on the Harkins Plaza, will be a viewing of the 
night sky through telescopes as we search for these celestial wonders. 

Free event is funded by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.
eBooks and eReaders • Wednesday, Jan. 4 • 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. 

Want to read eBooks? Don’t fret, help is on the way. Demonstration of 
the Overdrive Media Console and Adobe Digital Editions; learn how to 
check out and download eBooks to your PC or eReader. Registration in 

person required no earlier than one hour prior to the start of the program.
The Ins and Outs of Publishing 

Wednesday, Jan. 4 • 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Local author Fran Orenstein will be leading an informational workshop 

on the various elements of publishing. Topics discussed will include: 
agents; changes in publishing in the last 20 years; ebooks; books on 
demand; traditional vs. small presses; pros and cons of self-publish-
ing; honing your craft; and presenting your best product. Register in 

advance at the Information Desk or call 273-3652.
Mah Jongg Club • Wednesday, Jan. 4 • 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Enjoy an evening of the popular table game, Mah Jongg, featuring chal-
lenging play for experienced players and instruction for beginners. We 
will be using the American Rules. Spectators are welcome! Participants 

are asked to bring their own Mah Jongg set or card. Limited to 16 
 players. Register in advance at the Information Desk or call 273-3652.

SouthShore Needle People 
Wednesday, Jan. 4 • 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences 
about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome. 

Bring a project and ask us questions.
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To place an ad call
813.645.3111 ext. 201

Fax: 813.645.1792
$17.00

up to 20 words
30¢ addl. word

Deadline is Monday
at 4pm

THE SHOPPER
 Classified advertising

®

CARDS

312 ESTATE SAlES310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE

DECEMbER 29, 2011

MARINE

400

TRANSPORTATION

450 

The Observer News & 
M & M Printing Co. 

will be closed Monday,  
January  2, in   
observance of  

New Years  Deadline for 
classified line ads will 

move to Friday,  
December 30 at 4pm. 

for the  
January 5 edition

Happy New Year
From the Observer News Staff

105 PERSONAl

Prayer to st. Jude. May the sacred 
Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, 
loved & preserved throughout the 
world, now & forever. sacred  Heart  
of Jesus pray for us.   st Jude helper 
of the hopeless, pray for us.   say 
this prayer 9 times a day by the 8th 
day your prayer will be answered. it 
has never known to fail. Publication 
must be promised.  rgH

260 FRUITS/VEg.

artesian  farms  

U-pick Tomatoes  
202 College ave., W. ruskin. 

8am-5pm. 7 days a week.  

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

We re-cover or 
make new 
cushions

Delivery Available
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed on Weekends

2711 N. MacDill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607
813-876-1566     Call for directions

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More
WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY ROOM 

INSIDE AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE

almost new thrift store. 10008 
indiana st., gibsonton (1 block off 
Us 41, 1 block north gibsonton 
dr.,) Wednesday through saturday, 
9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, lots 
misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Collectibles, coins, silver dollars, 
silver eagles & misc. items. friday 
9am-1pm & saturday 9am-noon. 
1614 del Webb Blvd., W. sCC. no 
early birds

312 ESTATE SAlES

312 ESTATE SAlES

360 gOlF CARTS

golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. 
Chargers, parts all related. ronny’s 
Carts & Parts.  813-484-9855 or 
813-645-4515

bogey bill’s golf Car 
Cruise Car, Club Car, e-Z go. 

new, rebuilds, restoration, rentals, 
solar, lsvs svC, parts, charger 
repair & batteries. 2202 Us 41 s. 

ruskin.  813-649-8099 

390 MISC. FOR SAlE

sleeper couch $300, like new. 
toshiba 20” tv $60. Portable radio 
$15, 10 lb bowling ball w/ bag $15, 
walker w/ front wheels $6.  813-
634-8034 

425 SlIPS OR STORAgE

little Manatee Outdoor storage. 
rv’s, boat’s, trailer’s. all sizes. 2903 
39th ave., se. ruskin.  813-787-
8531. www.littlemanateeoutdoor-
storage.com

REAl ESTATE

500

425 SlIP OR STRORAgE

south Bay rv & Boat storage. 
specializing in outside storage for 
rvs, boats & trailers. 813-677-2000 
www.southBaystorage.com

Storage  
Ramey’s business Park 
dollar a day. rv & boat storage & 
heavy equipment. Water & electric 

hookup, 1/4 mile from Williams  
Park boat ramp. also rv lots 

available. 813-690-1836 813-849-
1469

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

1102 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center

Fri. & Sat., Dec. 30-31
7 a.m. to Noon

PLEASE NOTE DATE AND TIMES

Contents Include:
Matching Drexel Sofa and 

Loveseat, Antiques,
Collectibles, Piano, Glass Top 

Table, Chairs, 2 Dinette Sets on 
Casters, Pink Side Chairs, 
Lamp/End/Coffee Tables, 

Rocking Chair, Men’s Clothing, 
Sofas, Glassware, Kitchenware, 
Household, Garage Items, & 

Much More!
Please don’t miss our other sale 

on Thursday and Friday,
Dec. 29-30 from 7 a.m. to noon

at 738 Ojai Ave., SCC  
PLEASE PARK ON SIDE OF SALE 
DUE TO EMERGENCY VEHICLES.

See You There! 

Cell: 813-382-7536
Home: 813-741-0225

NETTIE’S ESTATE SALES

738 Ojai Ave.
Sun City Center

Thur. & Fri., Dec. 29-30
7 a.m. to Noon

PLEASE NOTE DATE AND TIMES

Contents Include: 
Large Secretary Desk, Office 
Chair, Rattan/Bamboo Screen 
Divider, Chairs & End Tables, 
BALDWIN Organ, Tea Carts, 
Desks & Rush Bottom Chairs, 
Bookcases, Drop Leaf Dining 

Room Set, Server, China Cabinet, 
Variety Of Side, End & Lamp 

Tables, HE KENMORE Washer & 
WHIRLPOOL Dryer, FRIGIDAIRE 

Refrigerator, & Norge 
Range/Oven, 2 Bakers Racks, 2 
Queen Bed Sets, Vintage Singer 
Sewing Machine, Detrola Stereo 

Sys, Inversion Table, Power 
Tools, Fiskars Cistern/Rain Barrel, 

Lawn Mower, Edgers, Garden 
Decor, Household & Garage 

Items, Patio Furniture & MORE! 
PLEASE PARK ON SIDE OF SALE 
DUE TO EMERGENCY VEHICLES

Don't miss our other sale this 
weekend Friday & Saturday 

7am-noon at (1102 El Rancho Dr.) 
See You There!

Cell: 813-382-7536
Home: 813-741-0225

465 RV lOT RENTAl

rv lot for rent in ruskin. $275 
monthly includes water & sewer 
plus deposit. 941-737-1944 or 813-
345-6860

511 HOUSES FOR SAlE

sun City Center. 2br/2ba, quiet lo-
cation on cul-de-sac. all appliance 
included. May sell furnished. ready 
to occupy. shirley  813-918-1826 

advertise in the  
newspaper that your 

community is reading.

the bargain hunters 

dream  

The Shopper Classified

 Place a Garage/Yard Sale 
Ad $17.00   

for 20 Words  
Call Beverly  

813-645-3111 ext.201

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

 Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 HOLIDAY CLEARANCE SALE

50% OFF all
Christmas and any 

holiday items.
Also, the secret sale

• AFFORDABLE HOUSE, RUSKIN:
Nice 3BR+Den/1BA, tile floors in living/ 

kitchen area, large utility room, central air 
and heat, newer roof, beautiful large lot. 
Walking distance to school. Perfect for 

family with children. $45,900.
• GREAT WINTER/RETIREMENT HOME! 
Perfectly maintained 2BR/2BA furnished 
mobile-home in gated community with 

heated pool and clubhouse (only $70/month 
for all amenities!). Split BR plan, bright
great room, cooking island & dinette in 

kitchen, large enclosed addition/living room, 
screened porch, carport, utility/workshop. 

Just move in. $42,000.
• RESIDENTIAL LOT, RUSKIN: Located

a block from river, in peaceful area of 
Ruskin, perfect for your dream home,

at only $20,000!
CALL

Claire
Tort

OFFICE:
(813) 363-7250

Sun City Center
Coins & Collectibles

Dealer in Gold & Silver Coins • Foreign & Domestic
Buying All Types of Coins & Currency
Your LOCAL Dealer for 22 years!

Paying on Silver Coins
depending on market!

For a convenient appointment at your home or bank,
please call J.R. Rose, Ret. U.S. Army, Numismatic Trader at

813-503-4189 or 813-634-3816

741-0225
Cell: 382-7536



december 29, 2011  20 • THe SHOPPer

m.H. HOUSING

550

511 HOUSeS fOr Sale 
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650

SerVIceS
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610 WaTerfrONT reNTalS

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking /
fishing. Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, 
plus deposit. No pets.  813-850-
5217,  813-863-6123,  813-863-
6124

Apollo Beach 2br/2ba, comfy, 
furnished condo. A/C, pool, tennis 
courts, dock. Quiet community. Sea-
sonal? Long term? Rent negotiable. 
TECO welcome.  440-666-1330 

611 HOUSeS fOr reNT

55+ community  
SCC 1br/1ba or 2br/2ba  with: 
yard care,  water, sewer, trash 

collection, recreation card.  813-
634-9695 

611 HOUSeS fOr reNT

Sun City Center 55+ $850 monthly 
Newly remodeled 2br/2ba, 1515 sf 
home with enclosed sunroom and 
single carport. New hardwood in liv-
ing and dining areas, Wow kitchen 
has new cabinets and counters. 
Close to shopping & recreational ac-
tivities. Unfurnished, 12mo. lease. 
813-875-7368. To view photos visit 
www.RentTheBay.com

Apollo Beach 2br/1ba W/D hookup, 
carport, large storage shed. $825 
monthly, $825 security. Very clean. 
Immediate occupancy.  813-480-
8237

612 aPTS. fOr reNT

Apollo Beach new decor, large one 
bedroom. Refrigerator, range, car-
port, yard, washer/ dryer hookup. 
813-645-4145  or 813-642-0681

Ruskin, 3br/1ba, CHA, utility shed, 
washer/ dryer hookup. Very clean.  
813- 645-1447 

Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, 
washer /dryer hookup. $675 monthly 
plus deposit, lawn service included.  
813-244-1676 

Ruskin. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, no pets, 
washer /dryer hookup. $640 month-
ly plus deposit. 813-645-1801

614 dUPlex fOr reNT

2br/1.5ba duplex with office. ideal 
live /work space. New construction 
in Ruskin. $875 monthly. Available 
now.  813-649-1599 

630 m.H. reNTalS

One bedroom furnished, water & 
electric  included. $165 weekly. 
Two bedroom (not furnished) $165 
weekly,  plus security deposit.    R & 
M Mobile Home Park in Gibsonton. 
813-236-9207

630 mH reNTalS

One bedroom RV on private prop-
erty. References. $125  weekly 
plus deposit. includes utilities.  813-
363-6001 

for rent: clean 
mobile Homes With 
a/c. 813-677-1086

644 cOmmercIal

Commercial property for rent in 
Ruskin. First floor unit approx. 1200 
sf, low traffic desired, hours of op-
eration 8am-6pm. newly remodeled. 
near major intersection, must pass 
background & credit check. $1,100 
monthly, $1,100 security deposit. 
Please call  813-210-6540 for view-
ing & more info. 

646 WareHOUSe SPace

Garage & mini storage rooms for 
rent. Pirates Treasure Cove, Gib-
sonton.  813-677-1137

650 claSSeS 

Painting Classes. Adults register at 
The Art Studio at Arianna’s, across 
from MiraBay. 10am-12:30pm 
Tuesday, Thursday, Fridays. 4 ses-
sions $100.  813-766-5040

651 bOOkkeePING

Quickbooks®  
Next training class  

January 7 
Call or email for details. Certified 
Pro-advisor & POS. Full book-
keeping services Tutoring/ soft-

ware issues/ payroll/  inventory/ fix 
errors /setup. Hourly rates. Your 

office or mine. Thea’s Quick Book-
keeping Inc Ruskin 813-641-1089 
email: theahp@verizon.net. www.

theasquickbookkeeping.com

680 adUlT & cHIld care

House cleaning or live in companion 
assistant. Good references  813-
965-1114  or 941-567-4298 for 
information.

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

705 cleaNING

ron’s cleaning Service  
Quality housecleaning with integ-
rity. Call for free estimate. 7days a 
week. Move-in, move-out, rentals. 
Insured, bonded, licensed. Ruskin, 

Apollo Beach, Sun City Center. 
813-846-7629 flat rate $75, full 

clean

706 PreSSUre WaSHING

Sun City Center & Kings Point. Pressure 
washing. Rust removed from sidewalk. 
Satisfaction guaranteed.  Fast & reason-
able. Call Steve at  813-382-2495 

708 mOVerS

Affordable Moving. One piece or whole 
house. Also specializing in estate sale 
delivery.  Loading & unloading storage 
units/  trucks & trash hauling. Free esti-
mate.  Dave  813-447-6123

710 laWN care

b&S lawn care, Inc. 
Professional lawn care provid-

ing all of your turf, landscaping & 
irrigation needs. Residential/ com-
mercial. www.bandslawncare.com 

813-645-7266 

Henry’s lawn maintenance.  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, 
tree service. Pressure washing. 
Monthly lawn maintenance. Li-

censed & insured. Free estimates. 
813-477-3054 www.henryslawn-

maintenance.com

715 fIll dIrT/HaUlING

Pittman Trucking & Tractor 
 Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill 
dirt, topsoil, sand, crushed rock & 
asphalt, driveway culverts.  Load-
er, backhoe, grading, bushhog, 
discing.  Install Septic System & 
drain fills. CFC#1427021.  813-

645-1883 

RENTALS  
1BR/1.5BA larger upleveled lanai, W/D, 
furnished, starting at .....................$650/month
2BR/2BA furnished, W/D ............$695/month
2BR/2BA SCC in Greenbriar,
2-car garage, wood floors,
unfurnished ...................................$975/month
SEASONAL RENTAL KP on golf course, 
2BR/2BA with garage.... $1500/month plus tax

reNTalS

600

The ObSerVer NeWS has it all!

The Observer News &  
M & M Printing Co. will be 
closed Monday,  January  2,  

in  observance of  
New Years. 

 Deadline for classified line ads 
will move to Friday,  

December 30 at 4pm. for the  
January 5 edition

T h e  S h o p p e r
The Observer News The SCC Observer

 The Riverview Current

Mail payment
or drop payment to:

210 Woodland estates ave.
ruskin, fl. 33570

DEADLINE:
Ad and payment must be 

 received by 4 p.m. Monday

ad cOPY aS YOU WISH IT TO aPPear:

up to 20 words

$17.00
includes listing on web.........
30¢ for each additional word 

over 20

YOUR NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP

DAYTIME PHONE:

CALL IN YOUR AD TO:
645-3111 ext .  201

OR FAX IT TO:
6 4 5 - 1792

classification

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924.

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

Celebrating 87 Years
1924 — 2011

(Evening phone numbers)

Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318

from all the 
Associates
and Staff

Claire Tort
Wilma Wood

Linda Badgerow
Christine Nethers

Roxanne Westbrook
Dianne Van Der Hofen

Kay Pye
Cathy Griggs

Jo Ellen Mobley
LeRae Regis

Judy Erickson, Broker
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cOmmuniTy PaPerS  
Of flOrida 

(cPf STaTewideS)

cPf STaTewideScPf STaTewideScPf STaTewideS

caSH fOr carS!  

We Buy ANY Car, Truck or Van!  

Running or Not.  Get a FREE 

Top Dollar INSTANT Offer NOW!  

1-800-558-1097 We’re Local!

lawSuiT caSH  
Auto Accident?  Worker Compen-

sation? Get CASH before your 
case settles!  Fast Approval.  Low 
Fees.   (866) 709-1100 or www.

glofin.com

SaVe $500.00. Take ViaGra? 
100MG and CIALIS 20mg!  
40 Pills+  4/FREE for only 

$99.  #1 Male Enhancement,  
discreet Shipping.   Only  

$2.25/pill.  The Blue Pill Now!   
1-888 800-1280

Are you Suffering from Diabetes?  
Earn up to $500 by participating in 
a research study.  Call Now to see 
if you Qualify  877-372-2805.

adOPTiOn  GiVe yOur baby 
THe beST in life!  many Kind, 
loving, educated & financially 
Secure couples waiting.  liv-
ing & medical expenses Paid.  
counseling & Transportation 
Provided.  former birth moms 
on Staff!  flOrida adOPTiOn 
law GrOuP, P.a.  attorneys 
who truly care about you.  Jodi 
Sue rutstein, m.S.w., J.d.  mary 
ann Scherer, r.n., J.d.  Over 30 
combined years of adoption ex-
perience.  1-800-852-0041  Confi-
dential 24/7 (#133050&249025)   

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/
mo!  SAVE when you bundle 
Internet+Phone+TV and get up to 
$300 BACK! (select plans).  Limited 
Time Call NOW! 877-265-1754

DIRECTV Holiday Special!  Pkgs 
Start: $29.99/mo+Qualifying pkgs: 
FREE HBO | Showtime | Starz | 
Cinemax for 3mos, FREE HD & 
FREE HD DVR/3 HD Receiver up-
grades! Ends 2/8/12, Terms apply 
1-888-420-9466

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/
month PLUS 30 Premium Movie 
Channels FREE for 3 Months! 
SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY 
Installation! CALL - 888-418-9787 

Every baby deserves a healthy 
start. Join more than a million 
people walking and raising money 
to support the March of Dimes. The 
walk starts at marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! *  
Get a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite 
system installed for Free and pro-
gramming starting  at $19.99/mo.  
Free HD/DVR upgrade for new call-
ers, Call Now.  1-800-795-7279  

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New 
with Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  
lighting, Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  
maintenance free cabinet. Retails 
for $18,900. Sacrifice $8995.  Can 
deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  We buy Any 
Kind/Brand.  Pay up to $22.00 
per box.  Shipping Paid.  Habala-
mos Espanol.  Call 1-800-267-9895  
www.SellDiabeticstrips.com  ; 

emPlOymenT

800
870 General

How can I 
reach the 

whole 
FLOCK...

without
getting 

FLEECED?

By placing your classified ad in our network of statewide 
newspapers you can reach

5.2 million homes in Florida
The Florida Community Paper Advertising Network 

works with over 125 publications throughout the 
state. Place one ad and reach millions! It’s that 
easy. Call Beverly today for details at

813-645-3111 Ext. 201.

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice 
for an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Liv-
ing/Medical Expenses Paid.  Loving, 
Financially Secure Families Await.  
1-877-341-1309  Atty Ellen Kaplan 
(#0875228)

adOPTiOn  866-633-0397  un-
planned Pregnancy?  Provide 
your baby with a loving, finan-
cially secure family.  living/
medical/counseling expenses 
paid.  Social worker on staff.  call 
compassionate attorney lauren 
feingold  (fl bar#0958107) 24/7  

adOPTiOn  888-812-3678  all 
expenses Paid.  choose a lov-
ing, financially Secure family for 
your child  24 Hrs 7 days   caring 
& confidential.  attorney amy 
Hickman.  (lic. #832340)    

ARE YOU PREGNANT?  A child-
less married couple seeks to adopt.  
Large extended family.  Financial 
security.  Expenses paid.  Theresa 
and Steve  1-877-801-7256.  (FL 
Bar#0150789)  

METAL ROOFING  BY GULF-
COAST SUPPLY  Direct From 
Factory, Quick Delivery Throughout 
Florida.  Many Colors and Profiles 
Available!  Visit www.gulfcoastsup-
ply.com Or 1-888-393-0335 For 
Literature Or Quote.  

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  Talk with caring 
adoption expert.  You choose from 
families nationwide.  LIVING EX-
PENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-
6298.  License #100013125

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train 
for hands on Aviation Maintenance 
Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
available. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 866-314-6283  

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVI-
ONICS  Graduate in 14 Months.  
FAA Approved; financial aid if quali-
fied.  Job placement assistance.  
Call National Aviation Academy 
Today!  1-800-659-2080 or NAA.
edu  

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Start-
ing at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  
*Missing Spouse Divorce  “We 
Come to you!”  1-888-705-7221   
Since1992

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  
At least 62 years old?  Stay in your 
home & Increase cash flow!  Safe & 
Effective!  Call Now for your FREE 
DVD! Call Now 888-879-2309 

GIGANTIC MIRRORS  Jobsite 
Leftovers, Brand New, Perfect 
Condition, 48”x100” (7), $115 each;  
60”x100” (8) $140 each;  72”x100” 
(11), $165 each.  Free delivery.  
1-800-473-0619.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to 
$150 per day.  Under cover Shop-
pers needed to judge retail and 
dining establishments  Exp Not Re.  
Call 1-888-879-0084 

NOW HIRING:  Companies desper-
ately need employees to assemble 
products at home.  No selling, any 
hours.  $500 weekly potential.  Info. 
1-985-646-1700  DEPT. FL-820   

WANTED:  Process Mail From 
Home!  Pay Weekly!  Free Sup-
plies!  Bonuses!  Genuine Opportu-
nity!  Helping Homeworkers for 20 
years!  Call 1-888-302-1512.  www.
howtowork-fromhome.com ; 

IRS PUBLIC AUCTION -COOPER 
CITY, FL- 2210sf home, 4901 SW 
94th Ave. Open House January 
17th 12-4:30pm. Auction, January 
18th, 10am. Sharon Sullivan 954-
740-2421 www.irsauctions.gov

ATTENTION DIABETICS with 
Medicare.Get a Free Talking Meter 
and diabetic testing supplies at No 
Cost, plus Free home delivery!  Best 
of all, this meter eliminates painful 
finger pricking!  Call 888-377-3536

ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA SUF-
FERERS with Medicare. Get FREE 
CPAP Replacement Supplies at NO 
COST, plus FREE home delivery! 
Best of all, prevent red skin sores 
and bacterial infection! Call 888-
375-5226 

Canada Drug Center is your choice 
for safe and affordable medica-
tions. Our licensed Canadian mail 
order pharmacy will provide you 
with savings of up to 90 percent 
on all your medication needs. Call 
Today 888-372-6740 for $25.00 off 
your first prescription and free ship-
ping.   Prescriptions Dispensed from 
Canada are Dispensed by: Health 
One Pharmacy. License Number: 
21791

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dol-
lar Paid.  We Come To You!  Any 
Make/Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 
1-800-871-9638

DONATE YOUR CAR! Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation. Most 
highly rated breast cancer charity in 
America! Tax deductible/Fast, Free 
Pick-up! 888-380-2077 

DONATE YOUR CAR for Cash on 
the Spot & IRS Tax Deduction.  Free 
$2,000 Grocery Shopping Coupons.  
Free Towing.  All Cars Accepted.  
1-855-WE-CURE-KIDS / 1-855-
932-8735  www.CarsCureKids.
ORG

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-
703-7226 

We are the local source for  
business cards, letterhead,  

invoices, posters, tickets, etc.....  
Your neighborhood printer.

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
Call

Beverly
at

645-3111
ext. 201

 or email: 
Beverly@observernews.n

et
Up to 20 words: $17

 Additional words: 30¢ each

Bold lines: $3  each

Classi�eds must be paid 
in advance 

715 fill dirT/HaulinG

myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. 

Culvert sets, driveways, shell, 
crushed asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, 

excavating, mowing etc. Tony 
(813) 363-7963 Free estimates. 

716 cOncreTe

concrete finishing  
Patios, driveways,  sidewalks. Li-

censed & insured. Call Steve Sim-
mons  813-503-8764. Lic#201587

720 HOme mainT.

Handyman 
Phil Oley 25+ yrs experience. In-
sured. Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun 

City Center & Kings Point.   

call 813-649-1418

740 miSc. SerViceS

in your Home Pet care   
813-767-7225. Affordable, li-

censed, bonded, insured.  Refer-
ences available. email: olivertort@

aol.com Oliver & Company  

Seawall repairs  
also new construction of docks, 

boat lifts & seawalls. Free inspec-
tion. Hecker Construction Co. 813-

236-9306

Find what you need in  
todays classified
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AC REPAIR/SALES

THE OBSERVER NEWS • THE SCC OBSERVER • THE RIVERVIEW CURRENT
BUSINESS & TRadE dIRECTORy

PAINTING

Happy New Year!

STORAGE

BAIL BONDS

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED A GOOD
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 50 Years Experience

®

Positive
news

for positive people.

THE OBSERVER NEWS
210 Woodland Estates Ave.

Ruskin, FL. 33570

(813) 645-3111
www.observernews.net

CONTRACTORS

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

HANDYMAN*

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

LANDSCAPING

Kenny’s
Outside Maintenance

(813) 850-8490

• Popcorn Curbing • Landscaping 
• Irrigation • Pressure Washing 

• Shrub Trimming

FREE Estimates

Commercial or Residential

Licensed • Insured

TREE TRIMMING

Tuffstuff
Trees

813-446-8651

• Tree Trimming 
• Planting 
• Removal of all Trees
PETE TUFF
Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

PRINTING

COMMERCIAL SHEETFED AND WEB PRINTERS

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
Ruskin

645-4048

• Price Sheets • Catalogues
• Flyers • Business Cards • Forms

• Brochures• Newspaper Printing and 
Publishing• Graphic Design

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

PLUMBING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

WINDOW FILM

WINDOW CLEANING

Please call now
to book your appointment

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478
Licensed • Insured • Bonded

F
R
E
E

E
S
T
I

M
A
T
E
S

FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES

F
R
E
E

E
S
T
I

M
A
T
E
S

• Exceptional 
Service •

Registered at 
Kings Point

www.ObserverNews.net

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting
• Power Washing
• Drywall Repairs

• Preparing Homes For Sale
• Improving Curb Appeal
• Replacing Old Fixtures

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878

• Bonded • Insured

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

from ceiling fans
to paint pans

I can beat my competitors by 50%
ASK ME HOW!

(813) 727-0925
• Free Estimates •

20 years experience

HANDYMAN

‘JUST CALL BRETT’

Licensed • Insured

Becker Aluminum & 
Construction Inc.

(813)
763-8811

(813)
245-1046

Specializing in
• Screen Rooms • Re-Screening

• Carports • Glass Rooms • Pool Cages
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling • Soffit, 

Fascia & Siding • Room Additions
• Window & Door Installation

License #CRC36742 • Insured

FLOORING

(813) 495-7027
davidmoorellc@yahoo.com
www.TheFloorSource.biz

We bring the Showroom to you!

Chamber Members • Licensed and Insured
David Moore, Owner-Operator

FREE 
Estimates!

Specializing in Hardwood,
Laminate & Vinyl Flooring

The Floor Source

SMALL BUSINESS, 
SMALL PRICES

HANDYMAN*
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FAMILY FEATURES 

If you want to lose weight or maintain weight loss 
this winter, choose smart snacks that will satisfy 
your taste buds without sabotaging your goals. 
Low-fat dairy is one great option recommended 
by the USDA. It’s a good source of protein that 

can help keep you fuller longer while providing calcium 
and important nutrients.

For tasty snack ideas, try these recipes:

Spinach and Artichoke Dip 
with Pita Toasts
Serves: 6 (1/2 cup dip plus 6 pita chips per serving) 
Weight Watchers PointsPlus value: 5 per serving 
Prep time: 18 minutes   Cook time: 33 minutes
Pita Toasts:
 6 4-inch whole wheat pita pockets, 
   cut into sixths
  Non-stick olive oil cooking spray
 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
 1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

Spinach and Artichoke Dip:
 9 Weight Watchers Parmesan Peppercorn 
   Wedges, cut into 1-inch pieces 
 1/2 cup non-fat sour cream
 2 ounces Weight Watchers Reduced Fat 
   Cream Cheese Spread, cut into 1-inch pieces
 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
 1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
 1 package (10-ounces) frozen chopped spinach, 
   thawed, drained
 1 can (14-ounces) artichoke hearts, drained, 
   chopped into 1/8-inch pieces
Preheat oven to 400°F. Arrange pita slices on baking 
sheet 1/4 inch apart. Spray both sides with cooking 
spray. Sprinkle tops with kosher salt, pepper.

Bake 7-8 minutes until golden. Remove from oven; 
set aside.

Lower oven heat to 350°F. Spray 8-inch baking pan 
with cooking spray.

In large bowl, combine Parmesan peppercorn wedges, 
sour cream, cream cheese, garlic powder, salt and 
pepper with electric mixer on low until well-blended. 

Stir in spinach, artichoke hearts with large spoon. Mix 
until thoroughly combined. 

Pour into pan; bake 25 minutes, until bubbling, lightly 
browned. Remove from oven. Serve warm or at room 
temperature with pita toasts.

Tomato Mozzarella Skewers
Serves: 4 (1 skewer plus 1 tablespoon pesto)
Weight Watchers PointsPlus value: 3 per serving
Prep time: 17 minutes
 20 grape tomatoes
 4 pieces Weight Watchers Light String Cheese (or 
   Weight Watchers Natural Light Smoked 
   Mozzarella String Cheese), cut into quarters
 1 cup fresh basil plus 4 basil leaves, 
   cut into quarters
 1/2 clove garlic
 1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
 1 tablespoon low-sodium chicken broth
 1 tablespoon pine nuts
 1 tablespoon grated Parmesan cheese
 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
 1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper
 4 8-inch skewers
Thread tomato onto skewer. Follow with 1 piece of 
mozzarella cheese, 1/4 piece basil. Repeat pattern until 
skewer is full, ending with a tomato. Once 4 skewers have 
been prepared, set aside.

Chop garlic in food processor until minced, about 15 
seconds. Add basil, olive oil, chicken broth, pine nuts, 
Parmesan cheese, salt, pepper. Pulse until all ingredients 
are fi nely chopped, about 30 seconds. 

Serve each skewer with 1 tablespoon pesto.

Cheesecake Lollipops
Serves: 28 (1 lollipop or square, 1/28th of a 9-inch cake)
Weight Watchers PointsPlus value: 5 per serving
Prep time: 1 hour plus 3 hours refrigeration time and 2 hours 
freezing time
Cook time: 45 minutes
Cheesecake:
 24 ounces Weight Watchers Reduced Fat Cream 
   Cheese Spread, cut into 1-inch pieces
 1 cup granulated sugar
 3 tablespoons all-purpose fl our 
 3 large eggs
 1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
 1 teaspoon lemon zest
Ganache:
 12 ounces semisweet chocolate chips
 3/4 cup half-and-half
Equipment:
 28 lollipop or Popsicle sticks
Preheat oven to 350°F.

In large mixing bowl, whip cream cheese and sugar until 
light, fl uffy. Add fl our, eggs, vanilla extract, lemon zest. 
Beat until completely smooth.

Pour mixture into 9-inch square baking pan; spread 
evenly. Bake 45 minutes or until a knife inserted into the 
center of the cheesecake comes out clean. Remove from 
oven; cool completely, approximately 1 hour.

Once cool, cover pan tightly with foil. Refrigerate 3 hours 
or overnight.

Line baking sheet with wax paper.
Remove cheesecake from refrigerator. Scoop out 28 

balls (roughly 2 tablespoons in size) with measuring spoon 
or small ice cream scoop. Place balls on baking sheet, 
approximately 1 inch apart. Insert stick fi rmly in middle of 
each ball. Freeze 2 hours or overnight.

Just before serving, make ganache. In double boiler 
or Pyrex bowl placed over pan of steaming, not yet 
simmering water, heat chocolate chips, half-and-half over 
low heat, whisking continuously until mixture is smooth. 
Remove from heat.

Dip lollipops into ganache until 3/4 of each lollipop is 
covered. Return to baking sheet. Allow to harden. Serve 
immediately or freeze until ready to serve.

For more tips and recipes, visit www.WeightWatchers.com.
The brand of ingredients used in the nutrition 

calculation software to calculate the PointsPlus value for 
these recipes may differ from what is available on the 
WeightWatchers.com Recipe Builder. This may impact the 
PointsPlus value.

Baked Mozzarella Sticks with Spicy Tomato Dipping Sauce
Serves: 4 (2 mozzarella sticks plus 1/2 cup sauce per serving)
Weight Watchers PointsPlus value: 3 per serving
Prep time: 12 minutes   Cook time: 20 minutes
  Olive oil cooking spray
 1 teaspoon olive oil
 1 garlic clove, minced
 1  can (15 ounces) tomato sauce
 1/4 teaspoon salt
 1/8 teaspoon granulated sugar
 1/8 teaspoon crushed red pepper fl akes (optional)
 6 tablespoons unseasoned panko or breadcrumbs
 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
 1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
 1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
 2 tablespoons enriched fl our
 2 egg whites, lightly scrambled
 4 pieces Weight Watchers Light String Cheese (or Weight Watchers 
   Natural Light Smoked Mozzarella String Cheese), cut in half
Spray a baking sheet with olive oil cooking spray. 

In a medium saucepan, heat olive oil over medium-low heat until just warm, about 1 
minute. Add garlic; sauté for 1 minute. Add tomato sauce, salt, sugar, red pepper fl akes; 
stir well. Heat until sauce begins to bubble. Reduce heat to low; simmer 10 minutes. 
Remove from heat.

On a medium plate, combine panko, garlic powder, oregano, salt, pepper.
Place fl our on small plate. Coat each stick in fl our. Shake off excess; dip in egg. Dip 

sticks in panko mixture. Place sticks on baking sheet 2 inches apart. Spray tops with 
olive oil cooking spray.

Place baking sheet in freezer for 1 hour; refrigerate sauce.
Preheat oven to 400°F 15 to 20 minutes before serving. Remove baking sheet from 

freezer; place in oven. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes, until sticks are just heated through, not 
melted. Remove from oven.

Remove sauce from refrigerator. Microwave for 1 to 2 minutes until warmed through. 
Serve with sticks.
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