
In South Hillsborough, nearly 28,000 students returned to school on Tues-
day after a long summer break.  Area motorists will need to take extra cau-
tions near school zones and at crosswalks near schools.  The Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office has pledged to increase patrols near schools.  Fines 
for speeding in school zones range from $143 to $443, with some infractions 
requiring a court appearance.
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For those of us in 
South Hillsborough, the 
sunsets are priceless...
and free of charge. 
Read Mitch Traphagen’s 
OBSERVATIONS page 20

Sun City Center’s orphan 
road has a benefactor. 
The pothole problem is 
now under control. Read 
Melody Jameson’s report 
on page 17
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Back to 
school:
Slow down, save a 
child and your wallet

By  ■ MITCH TRApHAgEN
mitch@observernews.net

RUSKIN - Approximately 
190,000 children returned to 
school in Hillsborough County 
on Tuesday and the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office has a mes-
sage for motorists: Slow down to 
save a child and your wallet.

At elementary schools such as 
Ruskin, Gibsonton and Cypress 
Creek, all located on heavily trav-
eled roads, the speed limit before 
and after school hours drops from 
45 or 50 mph to 15 mph in the 
school zones. According to the 
HCSO, fines for speeding — even 
a little — in Hillsborough County 
school zones range from $143 to 
$443 and some infractions include 
a mandated court appearance.

Cuba Today

By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net

Looking 
like home
Oh, what we have 
in common

MELODy jAMESON PhOTO
With the passage of time and continued population growth, Havana expand-
ed to the west, south and, eventually, east, across her river, belting the old 
city with newer and newer residential neighborhoods. Not unlike other major 
cities, her diverse citizenry also created enclaves, among them a Jewish 
community developing commensurate with Hitler’s threats. This once com-
fortable two-story home sits shuttered in that community, a stone’s throw 
from a tree-lined brick street and a busy metro thoroughfare. Judaism is 
practiced generally without interference in Cuba but many of the faith are 
said to have fled to the U.S. as private property was nationalized by the 
Castro regime. Counting the years of coffee

and conversation

pART 3 IN A SERIES ■

By pENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
RUSKIN - No Ruskin history 

would be complete without the 
story of William T. and Mary 
Walker, owners of Ruskin’s Coffee 
Cup restaurant for more than 50 
years.

When William, known locally to 
long-time South County residents 
only as “Willie”- died July 11, his 
cremation was held quickly and 
many of his friends have since 
said they weren’t even aware he 
had died.

Willie’s wife Mary also died on 

July 11, only in 2002, and with his 
death last month came the finality 
that yet another Ruskin icon had 
passed forever.

Immediately following his short 
obituary, his friends began to call 
The Observer News with stories of 
his years in Ruskin and how he, 
and Mary, had done so much for 
so long with so little recognition 
in recent years.

As long-time residents already 
know, the Coffee Cup was one of the 
original buildings in Ruskin. Built 
in the late 1800s, rumor has it that 
the first structure was originally a 
tea room, although there is nothing 
in the historical records today to 
back that up. Photographs of the 
building before the famed Coffee 
Cup sign was hung in front still 
exist in various places however, 
including the Internet on several 
historical sites. These show horse 
and buggies hitched outside what 

This circa 1940s postcard of the Coffee Cup Restaurant features 
the Pure gas pumps in the front. US 41 was a considerable distance 
from the building at this time.

F or Floridians familiar with their state, Havana can be a Déjà vu 
experience. 

There are some striking similarities – particularly in connection 
with the Tampa Bay area – and next to nothing is lost in the translation.

Tampa’s Ybor City and Old Havana, of course, have umbilical cord 
ties. Cuba’s Vicente Martinez Ybor created what would become a 

national historic district northeast of 
downtown Tampa when he moved 
his cigar manufacturing from 
Havana northward, settling on an 
initial 40-acre plot. From it would 
grow a major industry in a distinct, 
multi-ethnic community. 

But, there are other, more subtle 
connections. Strolling through 
Nacional, Havana’s pride on 
a bluff overlooking the Gulf, 
is an immediate carry back to 
St. Petersburg’s Vinoy Hotel 
overlooking Tampa Bay. The storied 
Vinoy, now a Marriott property 
and part of its flagship Renaissance 

line, came first, opened originally in 1928. Nacional, currently owned 
by the Cuban government and proclaimed a Cuban national historic 
monument in 1998, puts its genesis in 1930. No matter. Both are 
authentics of the era. Both have checkered histories. Both are survivors. 
Both have matured like fine vintage wine. 

 Vinoy, now with about 350 rooms on seven floors, is the smaller of 
the two and also probably somewhat better maintained. Nacional, with 
425 rooms on eight floors, hasn’t gotten the same level of attention 
– read capital investment – yet certainly holds her own on the island. 

See CUBA TODAY, page 18 See COFFEE CUP, page 8
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See BACK TO SCHOOL, page 16
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But the fines pale in comparison 
to the life a child.

According to the HCSO, “driv-
ers should be especially cautious 
as they approach intersections, 
with or without marked cross-
walks, and pay particular attention 
to those areas that are designated 
as school crossings with the bright 
yellow signs. When approaching 
traffic signals, especially those 
designated as school crossings, 
make note of children who are ap-
proaching the roadway. Right turns 
on red can be extremely dangerous 
to pedestrians, especially smaller 
ones who might be more difficult 
to see from the driver’s seat.”

School bus safety will also be 
priority this year. School buses 
transport approximately 90,000 
Hillsborough students each school 
day.

“Every year, there are repeated 
incidents of drivers failing to obey 
the laws regarding stopped school 
buses,” the HCSO said in a press 
release. “Remember, small bod-
ies are not easily seen as they exit 
and walk around the front of a bus. 
These laws are in place to protect 
the children within our communi-
ty. Take time to learn the laws and 
obey them.”

In their new school year press 
release, the HCSO also asked par-
ents to take an active role in the 
safety of their children.

“Parents should also take extra 
care in educating their children 
about pedestrian and bicycle safe-
ty by traveling the route with their 
child over the weekend or during 
the first several days of school to 
insure they know the appropriate 
places to cross and how to do so 
safely.

Children should be reminded to 
ALWAYS look left, right, and left 
again when crossing the road and 
to be particularly aware of drivers 
making turns. Those riding bikes 
should be reminded to always 
wear a helmet and to walk their 
bikes through crosswalks. Student 
pedestrians and cyclists should 
be reminded to obey the instruc-
tions of School Crossing Guards 
and deputies stationed along their 
route.”

The HCSO is planning to in-
crease patrols around South Coun-
ty schools, both in school zones 
and on the roadways surrounding 
area schools. After a summer of 
less traffic and non-active school 
zones, drivers will need to be alert 
for children walking and riding 
bicycles to school and for school 
buses operating on roadways. El-
ementary school hours, particu-
larly in the morning, coincide with 
rush hour. As such, commuters 
will need to allow for extra travel 
time.

In South Hillsborough, nearly 
28,000 students returned to 16 ele-
mentary schools, 6 middle schools 
and 5 high schools. In all, Hills-
borough County Public Schools, 
the third largest school district in 
Florida and the eighth largest in 
the United States, operates 254 
schools and 82 adult programs.

Motorists who are uncertain 
about when to stop for school 
buses can visit the State’s “Stop 
on Red, Kids Ahead” website at 
www.floridaschoolbussafety.gov 
for more information and great 
graphics that better explain these 
laws.

mitch traphagen photos

Back to school
Continued from page 1 ■

Traffic lines up on both U.S. Highway 41 and State Road 674 as parents take their children to the first 
day of school at Ruskin Elementary School.

It is Camille’s very first day at school.  She starts 
kindergarten this year.  Fortunately, her big sister 
Brianna, a 4th grade student will be there to show 
her around. Camille and Brianna’s mother takes 
pictures to record the moment.

Left, “I’m so happy to see you!”  A student is 
welcomed back on the first day of school.
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Melanoma / Skin Cancer
SCREENING
Don’t ignore that suspicious mole any longer....
Getting screened could save your life!!

The Skin Cancer Centers
Dermatology Associates

Call for an appointment 813-634-1455

NOW OFFERING:

3:15Rev.

www.Facebook.com/GetOffTheFence

“Meet me in front of South Bay 
Church this Sunday at 9 or 11 

a.m. Look for this logo.”
13498 US 301 S. • Riverview

www.southbay.cc

Canadian Meds 
South

PAYING FULL 
PRICE FOR MEDS?

GENERICS such as
Lipitor, Plavix, Viagra, etc.

Available through Canada
    Canadian Meds South
813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

Behind the Radiant Gas Station
APOLLO BEACH

Point Main Clubhouse, 
Tues. & Thurs. 10-2

THE 2011

BEST
OF  SOUTH SHORE

$50 OFF
YOUR BIRTHDAY
PARTY OR EVENT

Some restrictions may apply. See store for details. Not to 
be combined with any other o�er. Expires 12/31/11. 

FREE

BUY 2 USED GAMES
GET 1 USED GAME

Some restrictions may apply. See store for details. Not to 
be combined with any other o�er. Expires 12/31/11. 

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY HERE!

HOST YOUR OWN TOURNAMENT IN OUR 
GAMERS’ LOUNGE. All Systems Available. 

BOOK YOUR DATE TODAY!

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY HERE!

HOST YOUR OWN TOURNAMENT IN OUR 
GAMERS’ LOUNGE. All Systems Available. 

BOOK YOUR DATE TODAY!

By  ■ Mitch traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

With the 2011-12 school year 
beginning this week, prep football 
kicks off a new season on Friday. 
Kickoff times are typically 7:30 
p.m., but check with your local 
school for the exact time.

For South County high schools, 
the East Bay Indians, coming off 
a 1-10 record last year will travel 
to take on Chamberlain High 
School in Tampa. Frank LaRosa 
is the head coach.

The Riverview High School 
Sharks, coming off a 0-12 season 
last year, will host Tampa’s 
Wharton High School. Bruce 
Gifford is the head coach.

Ruskin’s Lennard High School 
Longhorns, coming off a 6-5 
season last year, will host Tampa’s 
Leto High School. George 
Edington is the head coach.

Riverview’s Spoto High School 
Spartans, coming off a 6-4 season 
last year, will host Tampa’s Alonso 
High School. Dale Caparaso is 
the head coach.

Valrico’s Bloomingdale High 
School Bulls, coming off a 2-9 
season last year, will host Plant 
City’s Durant High School. John 
Booth is the head coach. The 
game is Bloomingdale’s Kickoff 
Fall Classic.

Although classes began on 
August 23, most fall season 
athletes have been in practice 
since at least August 8. 

Mitch traphagen file photos
Prep football opens on Friday with East Bay on the road to Chamberlain and Riverview, Lennard, Spoto 
and Bloomingdale all kicking off the season at home.

Prep football schedules for area high 
schools:

East Bay High School 
Indians
08/26:  at chamberlain
09/02:  lennard
09/09:  at steinbrenner
09/16:  at Bloomingdale
09/23:  at newsome
10/06:  riverview
10/14:  gaither
10/20:  plant city
10/28:  at Durant
11/04:  at Brandon
11/11:  strawberry crest
Riverview High 
School Sharks
08/26:  Wharton
09/02:  spoto
09/16:  at leto
09/23:  plant city
09/30:  Bloomingdale
10/06:  at east Bay
10/14:  steinbrenner
10/20:  Brandon
10/28:  at newsome
11/04:  at Durant
11/10:  at gaither
Lennard High School 
Longhorns
08/26:  leto
09/02:  at east Bay
09/09:  gibbs
09/16:  Middleton
09/23:  robinson
09/30:  Berkeley prep
10/07:  at Jesuit
10/14:  at lakewood
10/20:  at Blake
10/28:  spoto
11/04:  at Dunedin

Spoto High School 
Spartans
08/26:  alonso
09/02:  at riverview
09/16:  gibbs 
10/07:  at Dunedin
10/14:  Blake
10/20:  robinson
10/28:  at lennard
11/04:  lakewood 
11/10:  Wharton

Bloomingdale High 
School Bulls
08/26:  Durant (fall Kickoff classic)
09/02:  at chamberlain
09/09:  at strawberry crest
09/16:  east Bay
09/23:  tampa catholic
09/30:  at riverview
10/06:  at alonso
10/14:  leto
10/20:  at Wharton
11/04:  plant
11/10:  newsome

Prep football kicks off on Friday



The mobile restaurant craze has reached new heights in Ruskin. New 
residents, Mike and Karen Dowd, are happy to announce the opening of 
‘Tiki Time,’ a fresh new look at mobile food vending. Located at 1902 
W. Shell Point Road in Ruskin, Tiki Time is a must see operation. The 
fun atmosphere, friendly staff, and healthy menu choices are sure to be 
a hit with all ages.

Tiki Time is open for new business from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday. Serving lunch, dinner, and delicious treats. The main 
menu includes Polynesian kabobs served with yellow rice; Hawaiian 
chicken salad wraps; and pulled pork sandwiches. And don’t forget 
dessert. Try a little slice of heaven in their homemade pineapple pie or 
choose from sixteen delicious flavors of real Hawaiian Shaved Ice. 

In addition to the main menu selections, Tiki Time will be offering 
daily specials such as Honolulu Hotdog Surprise, Tropical Chicken 
Salad with made-from-scratch raspberry dressing, and Grilled Shrimp 
Skewers. You can even call ahead (813) 641-7950 and they’ll have your 
order ready when you get here.

Does your organization have a special event coming up? They’ll come 
to you. From flea markets and arts and craft shows to company pic-
nics and fundraisers, Tiki Time is a crowd pleaser. The attractive trailer, 
hand painted and brought to life by local mural artist, Wendy Alibosek, 
is a welcome addition at any event. They strive to provide quality food, 
friendly service, and a fun atmosphere for a reasonable price. Call or stop 
by to tell them about your event and how they can customize a plan of 
action that works for you. 

In the highly competitive and growing mobile food business, they 
wanted to bring new life to the typical concession trailer and the usual 

menu selections. They want to be 
part of their new community and 
provide a neighborhood oasis 
for cool treats, healthy eats, and 
friendly conversation. On the 
road and at special events, they 
will carve their niche by  offering 
the same high-quality food and 
healthy choices as they do at their 
‘home’ location in Ruskin. 

For more information, call Karen 
Dowd at (651) 271-9740. 
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please everyone but endeavors to 
do what he thinks is right. That 
one trait by itself will make you 
stand out in a crowd. 

When I was in college, an English 
instructor introduced me to a this 
poem by Robert Frost, “I shall be 
telling this with a sigh, somewhere 
ages and ages hence: Two roads 
diverged in a wood, and I—I took 

the one less traveled, 
and that has made all 
the difference.” Well, 
from then until now, I 
have traveled that less 
traveled path and it has 
made all the difference. 
I am still an original. 
How about you?

Hodges is a nation-
ally recognized 

speaker, trainer and syndicated 
columnist. He also hosts an 
interview-format television pro-
gram, Spotlight on Government, 
on the Tampa Bay Community 
Network which airs Mondays at 
8 p.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. (Bright House channel 950, 
Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodg-
esvideos.com. Phone: 813-641-
0816. Email: bill@billhodges.com 
Website: www.billhodges.com”

In Mark 9:23 of the Bible, Jesus 
A family member had a baby. As 
a good uncle, it was my responsi-
bility to visit the mother and new 
baby in the hospital. The father 
took me to the nursery, pointed 
through the glass and said, “There 
he is!” I know he knew which child 
was his, but there were 22 children 
in that room and they all looked 
pretty much the same 
to me. Not to let on that 
I could not even pick 
out my own nephew, I 
quickly replied, “He’s 
the most beautiful child 
I’ve ever seen.” Then 
the nurse in the room 
walked over and picked 
up the baby and brought 
him to the window for 
our closer inspection. I 
was saved, not by the bell, but by 
the quick actions of that wonder-
ful nurse. Later in the day, I had a 
chance to talk with that nurse and 
asked her how she knew which 
baby went with which parent. 
She told me that in her 20 years 
of dealing with infants, she had 
developed a memory for which 
parent went with which child. 

I wasn’t surprised she could 
remember the parents because they 
look different from each other, but 
I asked her how she remembered 
the babies—since one appeared to 
be a copy of the other. It was then 
she told me I was all wrong. She 
said the babies left in her care were 
all uniquely different and easily 
identified. It was the adults who 
looked and acted like copies of 
each other and were hard to place. 
It was her belief we all come into 
this world as a rare jewel, the likes 
of which has never been seen on 
earth before. What happens to us, 
once we are here, will determine 
whether we sparkle and shine, or 
we fade to a poor paste copy of the 
original.

I agree with her. We are born 
masterpieces of the first order—no 
two of us alike. But then it seems 
everything in society conspires to 
force us into a mold that tries to 
make us cookie-cutter copies of 
each other. I suppose it is simply 
that society cannot deal with that 
much original thinking. There 
is little question that it is easier 
to deal with a society where the 
members walk together in lock-
step. A mentality that “one set of 
rules fits all” makes law-making 
an easy job. It also leads to abuses 
such as those that occurred in Nazi 
Germany during WW II, and as a 
forecast for the future in Aldous 
Huxley’s Brave New World, which 
describes a nightmarish 25th-cen-
tury Utopia where original think-
ing is banned.

As parents, it is our duty to help 
our children explore new ideas 
without stifling them. Let them 
push the limits of their knowledge 
by trying new things without our 
interference. I am not saying, how-
ever, that we should allow them 
to experience great hurt when we 
could prevent it by a few words of 
reason. I do believe it is important 
that we let them fall every once in 
a while so they will learn how to 
get up. To be unique, we must not 
only have a knowledge of the fail-
ures of others but a few of our own 
from which to draw. 

I like what Herbert B. Swope 
had to say, “I cannot give you the 
formula for success, but I can give 
you the formula for failure, which 
is: Try to please everybody.” The 
unique individual does not try to 

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Are you still an original 
and unique?

POSITIVE TALK

America’s
Carwash

America’s
Oil Express

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RAIN CHECK: Bring in your receipt for any full 
service wash within 48 hours and receive an 

Express Wash for $1.00 (on same vehicle)

ANY FULL 
SERVICE 

WASH ONLY
With this coupon only. 

Not valid with other 
specials or discounts. 

$1.50 extra for vans and 
SUVs. 9/30/11

EXPRESS 
HAND WAX

Most vehicles. With this 
coupon only. Not valid 
with other specials or 
discounts. Additional 
charge for oversize 

vehicles. 9/30/11

FULL SERVICE OIL 
CHANGE

$6 OFF REG. PRICE OF $29.95
• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 10/31/11

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

Reg. Price $109.00 to $139.95
OEM SPEC FLUID

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 10/31/11

$2 OFF $3995 $2395
$2000 Off

GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301
No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

We can 
service 

nearly any 
car!

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

Now Featuring:
API SN-ILSAC 

GF-5 Oils!

Grand Re-Opening

The Preserve
at Cypress Creek Golf Club

September 1, 2011
New Name • New Menu

Same Great Experience!
Now taking reservations for Sept. 1st

(813) 634-8888 Ext. 2

Golf Course and Lounge still open
1011 Cypress Village Blvd. • Ruskin

(1/2 mile behind Home Depot on Cypress Village Blvd.)

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Anne Catholic Church

106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin • 813-645-1714

Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.

FOOD!
FUN!

Early Birds
6:30 p.m.

••••
Regular Games

7:00 p.m.

Tropical menu available on the go
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Free boat safety 
inspections are 
available

Every Saturday the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 75 Ruskin 
provides free, no-obligation vessel 
safety inspections for recreational 
boaters.

These safety inspections take 
about 15 minutes and are available 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Sim-
mons Park in Ruskin on the first 
and third Saturday of the month; 
and at Williams Park in Gibsonton 
on the second and fourth Saturday, 
also from 10 a.m. to noon.

For more information, call (813) 
645-6984. 

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

 

SouthShore regional library 
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
August 25 to 31 

Teen Night: Game Zone*
Thursday, August 25 • 5 to 7 p.m.

For middle and high school students. Get in the zone and join your 
friends for some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo Wii 

with games such as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers Brawl 
and more! Refreshments provided by Domino’s Pizza.  

Family Time
Thursday, August 25 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading time family time. Stories, 
action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up this fun 

30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children 
may wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

Toddler Time
Tuesday, August 30 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

For children ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, 
 fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 
20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills and 

encourages reading readiness. 

Story Time
Tuesday, August 30 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute 

 program that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages 
reading readiness and social interaction.

Baby Time
Wednesday, August 31 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For children ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. Early literacy 
 begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 

and songs in this 20-minute lapsit program that introduces early 
literacy skills and encourages language development. 

Toddler Time
Wednesday, August 31 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

For children ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, 
 fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 
20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills and 

encourages reading readiness.

Story Time
Wednesday, August 31 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute pro-

gram that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages 
reading readiness and social interaction.

*Free event is provided by the
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

Ruskin Woman’s 
Club meets

The GFWC Ruskin Woman’s 
Club will have its first club meet-
ing of the new club year at noon on 
Wednesday, Sept. 7.

Bonnie Cumbey is hostess chair-
man. She is asking for donations 
of school supplies to be brought 
to the meeting. She will take the 
 donations to local schools. 

The guest speaker is Nurse Prac-
titioner Terri Philale from Dr. 
Schultz’s office in Apollo Beach. 
She will discuss diet issues and 
also women's hormone issues.

For more information, call (813)  
781-1959 or (813) 645-3136.

IN UNIFORM

Daniel E. Stewart
Navy Seaman Daniel E. Stew-

art, son of Virginia L. Connors of 
West Hartford, Conn. and Scott 
E.  Stewart, of Apollo Beach, FL, 
 recently completed U.S. Navy 
basic training at Recruit Training 
Command, Great Lakes, IL. 

During the eight-week program, 
Stewart completed a variety of 
training which included classroom 
study and practical instruction on 
naval customs, first aid, firefight-
ing, water safety and survival, 
and shipboard and aircraft safety. 
An emphasis was also placed on 
 physical fitness. 

The capstone event of boot camp 
is ‘Battle Stations.’ This exercise 
gives recruits the skills and confi-
dence they need to succeed in the 
fleet. ‘Battle Stations’ is designed 
to galvanize the basic warrior at-
tributes of sacrifice, dedication, 
teamwork and endurance in each 
recruit through the practical ap-
plication of basic Navy skills and 
the core values of Honor, Courage 
and Commitment. Its distinctly 
‘Navy’ flavor was designed to take 
into account what it means to be a 
Sailor.   

Stewart is a 2004 graduate of Hall 
High School of West Hartford, CT. 
He is a 2009 graduate of Southern 
Connecticut State University, New 
Haven, CT with a BA degree. 

Century 21 Beggins in Apollo 
Beach is pleased to announce it 
has formed a business relationship 
with OwnAmerica to provide the 
public free real estate investment 
training. 

"Obviously there has never been 
a better time to invest in Florida 
real estate" Craig Beggins, Bro-
ker/CEO of Century 21 Beggins 
said. "Prices are at historical lows, 
interest rates are at historical lows, 
and choices are at historical highs. 
That is the pure definition of a 
buyer's market!"

Beggins went on to say, "Inves-
tors are coming from all over the 
world and snapping up our deals 
and renting them, at a profit, to 
Americans. They clearly see the 
values. These investors see that 
property will not only provide a 
positive cash flow at these prices, 
they are sure to appreciate over 
the next 10 years as well. With a 
huge percentage of our sales being 
bought by foreigners, if anyone 
is going to own America, I feel it 
should be Americans! This is the 
way we can help make that hap-
pen."

We found that Americans want to 
invest in real estate; but most are 
just not sure how to begin. Now 
our free, on-line training program 
will not only teach them how, it 
will provide them with the finan-
cial analyst tools to evaluate their 
investments. 

Century 21 Beggins is able to 
provide these free tools and train-
ing by aligning with Own America, 
a professional real estate invest-
ment service, owned and operated 
by real estate expert, Greg Rand.

Rand is an authority in the real 
estate market. As the former man-
aging partner at Better Homes and 
Gardens Rand Realty, a regular 
Fox TV and news contributor, 

Century 21 Beggins joins OwnAmerica 
host of Rand on Real Estate on 77 
WABC Radio, the popular media 
commentator and author of Crash 
Boom, Rand understands the in-
tricacies behind real estate. Going 
on the Century 21 Beggins web-
site, and taking this free training, 
will allow the public to not only 
learn real estate investing, but to 
get professional real estate advice 
from the CEO of OwnAmerica, 
himself.

Rand said about the new arrange-
ment with Century 21 Beggins, 
"We are very excited that Century 
21 Beggins has taken this step to 
educate the American public. In-
vesting in real estate doesn't take 
a genius. Anyone can do it. And as 
the marketplace has proven over 
and over again, anyone can fail at 
it.

To succeed through the years, 
one must understand that real es-
tate investing-whether it is a home 
of your own, office buildings or 
strip malls-is a science.

It is a discipline based on a set of 
12 rules that are at the core of the 
OwnAmerica methodology. And 
that has proven to be a timeless 
route to the long-term, profitable 
investment in real estate.

By paying for, and providing the 
public with a free link to our real 
state investor training, directly on 
the front page of The Century 21 
Beggins Web Site www.c21beg-
gins.com. Century 21 Beggins has 
once again, shown itself as the in-
dustry leader in advanced technol-
ogy and training."

Century 21 Beggins Enterprises 
is a full service real estate bro-
kerage affiliated with Century 21 
since 1992 and is now one of the 
largest Century 21 companies in 
Florida with five offices, including 
mortgage and title services, in the 
Tampa Bay area.

Tour of local businesses to be offered 
monthly through October

Tour de SouthShore is a behind-the-scenes look at businesses people 
might never have visited or even known existed. This will be a once a 
month event sponsored by the SouthShore Chamber of Commerce given  
Fridays through October.

 The tour involves five or six businesses and a stop for lunch along the 
route. The day concludes around 1:30 p.m.

Tour de SouthShore is the perfect chance to learn more about the 
 community and to do business with companies here in South Shore.

 Not only chamber members, but the general public will be invited to 
participate. There is a $50 participation fee for those who would like 
their businesses toured and a $25 cost to those who would like to take the 
tour to cover the chamber’s expenses. 

Any business interested in being a stop on the tour may call for details. 
There are also a few openings left for “tourists.” 

The $25 fee for a tourist includes breakfast, snack and lunch. For more 
information, call (813) 645-3808.

Business building workshops 
to be offered

The Greater Riverview Chamber of Commerce is excited to an-
nounce a new partnership with Community Bank in Riverview and 
Estrada Strategies to provide a series of business owner strategic 
business building events. 

The new alliance will offer the first in this event series on Mon-
day, Aug. 29 at the Community Bank located 10109 U.S. Hwy. 301 
S. in Riverview with Professional Business Coach Alex Miranda of 
 Estrada Strategies.

This event is focused on the owners of local businesses and will 
offer real world, immediately relevant ideas to help growth and build 
a  thriving business right now. 

Workshop #1 Topic: 
Building on the Core Disciplines of Business

1. The Business Owner’s Trap
2. Understanding how the way I think influences the things I do 

-- the Executive Maturity Curve
3. Creating a Culture for a Secure Foundation in Every Business
4. The Core Disciplines of Business -- A model for businesses of 

every size
5. Building equity for a successful future
All are welcome (open to the public). There is no charge. Seating 

is limited; RSVP requested. To RSVP or for more information, visit 
www.RiverviewChamber.com or call Riverview Chamber office at 
(813) 234-5944.

America's Got 
Talent performer
to sing in Apollo 
Beach

Shevonne Philidor, as seen on 
the recent season of NBC’s Amer-
ica’s Got Talent, will perform with 
Lester Freeman and “D” Band at 
 Apollo’s Bistro, 6520 Richies Way, 
Apollo Beach, Friday Aug. 26 at 6 
p.m. Shevonne has performed as a 
featured vocalist at Apollo’s Bistro 
on several occasions with Lester 
Freeman and his band, and will 
perform as a solo act each Friday 
night starting in September. In ad-
dition, Shevonne will be working 
with an afterschool camp before 
her Friday night performances and 
will teach children about music 
and pursuing their dreams. Her 
involvement in this camp was in-
spired by an 8-year-old girl who, 
after watching Shevonne’s Wild 
Card Performance on America’s 
Got Talent, told her mom she was 
going to be on American Idol. 

County 
Commissioners to 
hold Public Safety 
workshop

Members of the Hillsborough 
County Board of County Com-
missioners will meet with the Ex-
ecutive Team and representatives 
from the Sheriff's Office to discuss 
the Public Safety Operations Cen-
ter. The meeting will be held at 
1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 30 at 
the Emergency Operations Center, 
2711 E. Hanna Ave., Tampa.

For more information, call Ron-
ald Rogers at 272-6600, Ext. 37628 
or Preston Cook, Director of Emer-
gency Operations at 276-2364.
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Assisted Living Fac. Lic. # 7290

3855 Upper Creek Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33570

813-938-2259
www.PacificaSunCity.com

Sun City Senior Living offers
a carefree senior lifestyle filled with
wonderful services and amenities for

assisted living and memory care.

Our monthly rate includes all this and more:
• Full social and recreational calendar
• Nurse and trained staff
• Medication management
• Home Health on site
• Personalized resident activities
• Housekeeping and laundry services
• Activity program specific to dementia care
• Chef-prepared meals served restaurant-style
• FREE local transportation 
• Local excursions, and much, much more!

You’re invited to call or visit our community
today to see all we have to offer!

Frances Poirrier and her niece Leigh Anne Gilbert prepare for a sec-
ond meeting with area residents, a Hillsborough County sheriff’s 
detective and animal control representatives. Gilbert has just set 
up a Web site and Facebook page to help in the effort to find large  
numbers of dogs that are apparently being stolen in the southeast-
ern part of the county near Wimauma.

New Web sites raise awareness of missing dogs
By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
RUSKIN — Missing dogs have 

become such a problem in the 
southeastern part of Hillsborough 
County in the rural Wimauma-
Balm area that a second meeting 
with authorities was held Aug. 15 
and a third is planned for Sept. 7 at 
7 p.m. at the South Shore Library 
on Beth Shields Way in Ruskin.

About 25 people showed up at 
the first meeting held Aug. 3 even 
though posters were only put up 
24 hours ahead of the event and 
no newspaper notices had yet been 
sent out.

About 30 new people attended 
the second meeting, including 
many in the pet care and grooming 

industries that are concerned about 
the medium and large breed dogs 
that have been steadily going 
missing in the area for the last few 
months.

Since organizing the first 
meeting, Frances Poirrier who has 
lost two dogs since January, the 
latest in May, has garnered the help 
of Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office Cpl. Steve Billor and Cpl. 
K.A. Vetzel, an investigator from 
the county’s Animal Services 
department. Both were on hand 
to give tips for how neighbors can 
help each other locate the culprits 
they think may be stealing dogs for 
illegal dog fighting, and possibly 
then recover their animals.

Frances has done more than 

organize meetings, however. 
Her niece Leigh Anne Gilbert, 
a graphic designer, has created 
a Facebook page, http://www.
facebook.com/pages/save-our-
pets-help-s top-dog-thef t - in-
tampa-bay/250084758345850 
or simply type in Save Our Pets 
Tampa Bay into Google or Yahoo 
search engines and then click the 
entry with those exact words.

The site is filled with photographs 
of missing dogs, mostly pets that 
were loved by whole families. 
Since the area is rural, many of 
the owners have hundreds of acres 
of land and let their dogs run free 
although several have been taken 
from behind fences in broad 
daylight.

Because about 75 people have 
now said they have dogs missing 
in the specific area since the first 
posters went up, the sheriff’s office 
has asked that anyone calling in to 
make a report use the same case 
number: #11-378158. The number 
to call to report is (813) 247-8200.

“Microchipping your pet is the 
best way to be sure you can prove 
ownership once the dog is found,” 
said Cpl. Vetzel. “The first thing 
vets and animal control officials do 
when they find an animal is check 
to see if it has a microchip.”

But going to the shelters and 
looking in person is always the 
best way to locate your dog if it is 
not microchipped. 

“It may be in a condition that you 
don’t recognize from photos on the 
Internet,” Vetzel said, “Although 
every animal is listed on the site, 
photograph and description, at 
www.petharbor.com.”

On that site, you get to put in your 

zip code and then go to the county 
you are in and see photographs of 
the animals in the shelter there. 

“Representatives from C.A.R.E. 
in Ruskin have told me that they 
have never seen so many dogs 
on their ‘Lost Dog’ board. Their 
‘Found’ pet board has only two 
pets on it,” Poirrier said. “There 
is little room for question that we 
are in an epidemic of stolen dogs. 
We suspect they are being used for 
fighting purposes. This is a cruel 
sport that needs to be stopped. We 
at Save Our Pets hope to expand 
our cause to offer education for 
prevention among other services 
for the community, families and 
our pets.”

Gilbert is now working on a Web 
site to offer online help to those 
who do not wish to use a Facebook 
page.

Meanwhile, Frances may also 
be reached by email at www.
stopdogtheft@yahoo.com.

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTOS
About 20 people attended the first meeting of a group formed to find 
out what’s happening to dogs going missing in the rural Wimauma 
area and about 30 new faces showed up at a second meeting at the 
South Shore Library Aug. 15. Concerned about their client’s pets 
are, from left, Linda Cardamone, a pet supply store owner; Shirley 
Maloof and Sharon Roberts of All About Paws pet services; and 
Deborah Dodge, mobile groomer and owner of Paws on the Go.

The Observer 
News office 

will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 5

in observance of LABOR DAY

Deadlines will advance as follows:
Classified ads ................................................. 4 p.m., Fri., Sept. 2
Display ads .................................................. 11 a.m., Fri., Sept. 2
News Releases ........................................... 4 p.m., Thurs., Sept. 1

Questions? Call: 813-645-3111
or visit www.ObserverNews.net
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83 Seventh Ave. NE
RUSKIN, FL

813-641-2010

Cut out this coupon for

Entire Purchase
Expires 9/7/11

10%

OFF

CUSTOM
TROPICAL
TRAVEL

Sailing Jan. 22, 2012
• Grand Caymen • Cozumel 

• Roatan Honduras 
• Playa Del Carmen
Limited availability 

oceanview, inside cabins 
and balconies

$860
Taxes & Port Fees Included

$250 Deposit
Final payment Nov. 1, 2011

www.CustomTropicalTravel.com
Laura 813-892-0336

Jennifer 813-562-6589
Vivian 813-267-3018

FL Seller of Travel - Reg. #ST37588

Starting
at

“Carefree bathing is just a step away”

813-448-3711
®

CARDS

®
CARDS

www.walkinbathtubsFL.com

The Safer Bathing Solution
If you have arthritis, a general loss of mobility or just getting in and 

out of your bath is too difficult, Lifestyle Remodeling has a selection of 
walk-in tubs especially for you! As a preferred provider of quality walk-
in tubs in West Central Florida, Lifestyle Remodeling offers a complete 

line of walk-in tubs, superior to the tubs you see on TV...all at prices 
that fit your lifestyle and budget.

• Low 6” Step-in
• 17” ADA Compliant Seat
• 18” Wide Door For Easy Access
• Mounted Shower Assembly
• Left or Right Hand Doors
• No Hassle Lifetime Guarantee

0% Financing Available

Just open the door, 
step in, and enjoy a 

nice hot bath!

License #CGC1518164

TAKE THE SAFE STEP TO YOUR INDEPENDENCE

Lifestyle Remodeling

FREE
Hydrotherapy 
Spa Upgrade 

With Your 
Installed 

Walk-In Tub
Expires 9/21/11

We’re Changing.
Lots of exciting things 

coming your way!
912 U.S. Hwy. 41 N • Ruskin
Across from SweetBay Supermarket

813-649-9434

CALL 
EZ STORAGE
5120 SR 674 • Wimauma

634-4851
(Just east of Walmart)

Family built, owned and 
operated since 1999!

STORAGE
SPECIAL
Pay for 5 months,
get the 6th month

FREE
Pay for 9 months,

get the 10th, 11th and 
12th months

FREE
CALL 

EZ STORAGE

634-4851

ATTENTION
Contractors:

Check out our selection 
of tools and supplies

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30
Sat. 8-2

2604 College Ave. E. • Ruskin    S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75     813-641-0090

$990
Used

Railroad
Crossties each

Bulk Mulch & Rock Bagged Material
WE

DELIVER

• GRAVEL
• WASHED SHELL
• PINE BARK
• MULCH
• LAVA ROCK
• LAWN FURNITURE
• TOOLS
• BOULDERS

Your Hometown Favorite Crosstie
& Landscaping Supply

www.TampaCrossties.com

FROM

John 
Moore’s

• Fresh Fish • Shrimp • Clam 
Strips • Angus Beef Hot Dogs 

• Burgers • Phillies • Fries 
• Sweet Potato Fries 
• Onion Rings  • The BEST 
Homemade Chowder, Chili 
and Turkey Burgers 
• Lobster Rolls (Thurs.-Sat.)

Ice Cream Cones, Sundaes, 
Banana Splits, Shakes!

204 W. Shell Point Rd. • Ruskin • 813-419-4325
Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Look for the Black Trailer!

 
       
 
 
 

                                                               

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Furniture & Accessories  
                                                   Consignment, New &                                               
                                                 Antiques 

                                                                   
                                                                        222  Apollo Beach Blvd 
                                                                            Apollo Beach, FL  33572  
                                                                            ( Next to Apollo Meat )                    
 
                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               813-645-9047 
              
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Open Tues-Sat 10-6 
 
 

www.southerncharmfurniture.com 
 
 
 

 

Support your HOMETOWN FAVORITE 
businesses by frequenting these advertisers. 

They’re here year ‘round to serve you.
SHOP LOCALLY!

School’s Open
DRIVE CAREFULLY!!
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HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

MOFFETT ORAL SURGERY
& DENTAL IMPLANT CENTER

Je�rey V. Mo�ett, D.M.D., P.A.

Big Bend Professional Park
13136 Vail Ridge Drive - Riverview, FL 33579

813-677-3331
www.Mo�ettOralSurgery.com

Nitrous Oxide and I.V. Sedation Available

was obviously the building when it 
was first constructed of what was 
later to become the last tongue-
and-groove wood frame structure 
in the area until it was razed. 

Fred Jacobsen, dedicated founder 
of the Ruskin Historical Society, 
has a link to a YouTube video of 

Coffee Cup
Continued from page 1 ■

Her father owned The Share-
cropper, which was another res-
taurant in town in the early days. 
But instead of being competitors, 
the men were friends.

In fact, Rothenbush worked 
some days at her family’s place 
and others for the Walkers.

“My dad, Leonard, heard some-
body talking bad about the Coffee 
Cup one day in his restaurant and 
told them to get out. He wouldn’t 
even serve him. Now that’s friend-
ship,” she told me.

Rothenbush told me of the day 
Norman Vincent Peale (the famous 
writer and preacher) came to town 
and ate there. “He said the key 
lime pie was so good his brother 
had to come all the way down here 
to buy them.”

Mary Walker bought fresh lemons 
and limes for her pies from a Mrs. 
Baker who lived along the Little 
Manatee River. She also made 
apple, strawberry and butterscotch 
pies, Rothenbush recalled.

“We’d see them snapping beans 
and shelling peas on the porch, and 
then donning aprons and working 
inside. They did everything, but 
most of all, they made friends 
and cared about their customers,” 
Rothenbush said.

“He even sent flowers to me 
when I had my two children,” 
Council remembered.

Before the movie Fried Green 
Tomatoes was produced in 1991, 
the crew was looking for the 
perfect place to film as the fictional 
Whistle Stop Café.

They approached Willie and 
Mary Walker.

“But Willie said it would 
inconvenience customers to close 
down even two days for filming,” 
Council said. “So they didn’t do it 
there.”

And so, the well-renowned 
Coffee Cup in Ruskin did not 
become the famed Whistle Stop 
Café of the award-winning film 
starring Kathy Bates.

It seems Willie knew his 
customers in the grocery store 
and butcher shop well enough 
that if they asked for an extra pork 
chop he would ask them who was 
coming for dinner, Council said. 
“He always knew exactly what we 
needed. What our regular orders 
were. He made it his business to 
know what we needed and have it 
for us.”

The Walkers took over the 
business from Esther and Paul 

Photos are part of the “Ruskin History Project” 
RuskinHistory.org

The Coffee Cup was dismantled 
in 1999. Over 100 years of 

history was erased in a matter 
of hours and the Ruskin 

landmark is still missed today 
by many locals.

Provided by Fred Jacobsen from the Ruskin 
History Project, RuskinHistory.org
This artist’s rendering (left) 
of the well-known Coffee 
Cup restaurant was done by 
Jo Tarabula in 1985. But at 
that time, the building was 
already almost 100 years 
old. Built in the late 1800s, 
it was the main stop for 
tourists and truckers along 
the old Tamiami  (Tampa-
Miami) Trail, on what is now 
more commonly known as 
U.S. 41.

it coming down in 1999 that may 
be viewed at www.YouTube.com 
by typing in Goodbye Coffee Cup 
Restaurant, A Farewell to an Old 
Friend. 

When I first moved to Ruskin 
from Bradenton in 1979, it was the 
place all the old-timers gathered. 
My late husband, Robert Fletcher, 
a third-generation commercial 
fisherman, ate there often, as had 
his father and probably grandfather 
as well.

It is rumored more deals were 
made there than in any bank, law 
office or business in town.

But that’s not all there is to the 
story.

The real story is with the people 
who frequented, and owned, the 
old clapboard building that served 
as a restaurant, grocery store, and 
butcher shop for so many, many 
years.

People all over town were glad 
to share their stories with me as 
Willie and Mary were greatly 
loved.

“Our earliest memories are of 
shopping and eating there,” said 
Frances Hereford. “I moved here 
in 1953 and right away my family 
learned they had the best coffee 
and pies in town. We also bought 
our meats and groceries there. 
Willie was the butcher, Mary made 
the pies and cooked fried chicken 
and other dishes. Every Friday 
night our family went there for 
hamburgers and coconut cream 
pie, it was the big treat of the week 
because we didn’t get to eat out 
often back then.”

Sandy Council remembers that 
the Walkers sent cards and small 
gifts to people all over town. “If 
a child graduated or went in the 
military, or if somebody had a 
baby or got married, they sent 
at least a card, and sometimes a 
gift,” Council said. “These were 
caring loving people. The kind you 
were proud to know and call your 
friends.”

Council remembers when Willie 
also pumped gas and checked the 
water and oil in their vehicles. “I 
was a teacher at Ruskin Elementary 
School and all the teachers went 
there every day after school for 
their planning period and pie.”

It is not known exactly when the 
gas pumps were removed from the 
front of the store.

Polly Rothenbush had a 
different experience than Council 
and Hereford, because she was 
employed there. See COFFEE CUP, page 32
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Dear Helen,
The health condition your friend 

is telling you about is 
known as peripheral 
arterial disease (PAD), 
and you probably need 
to be screened for it. 
Here’s what you should 
know.
PAD Alert

An under-the-radar 
 condition that affects 
up to 10 million 
Americans, PAD hap-

pens when the arteries that carry 
blood to the legs and feet become 
narrowed or clogged over the years 
with fatty deposits or plaque, caus-
ing poor circulation. But you also 
need to be aware that because PAD 
is a systemic disease, people that 
have it are also much more likely 
to have clogged arteries in other 
areas of the body like the heart, 
neck and brain, which greatly 
increase the risks of heart attack or 
stroke.  
Few Symptoms

Unfortunately, PAD goes undiag-
nosed and untreated way too often 
because most people that have it 
experience few, if any symptoms. 
The most common symptom how-
ever is what you’re experiencing 
now: leg pain, especially when 
walking or exercising but usually 
disappears after resting for a few 
minutes.

Another reason PAD is under-
diagnosed is because many people 
assume that aches and pains go 
along with aging and simply live 
with it instead of reporting it to 
their doctor. Other possible symp-
toms to be aware of include numb-
ness, tingling, coldness or skin 
color changes in the lower legs 
and feet, or ulcers or sores on the 
legs or feet that don’t heal. 
Are You at Risk? 

Like most other health condi-
tions, the risk of developing PAD 
increases with age. Those most 
vulnerable are people over the age 

Dear Savvy Senior,
 I started a walking program a 

few months ago to help 
me lose some weight but 
I’ve been having some 
problems with my legs 
hurting during my walk, 
although they feel better 
once I stop. I thought it 
was just the fact that 
I am 63, but my friend 
was telling me about a 
leg vein disease called 
PAD and thinks I may 
have it. What can you tell me? 

Hypertensive Helen

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

A hidden warning sign for 
heart attack and stroke

THE SAVVY SENIOR

of 50 who smoke or used to smoke, 
have elevated cholesterol, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, are over 
weight, or have a family history of 
PAD, heart attack or stroke. 
Get Tested

If you’re experiencing any of the 
previously listed symptoms or if 
you’re at increased risk of PAD, 
you need to be tested by your doc-
tor or a vascular specialist. He 
or she will perform a quick and 
painless ankle-brachial index test 
which is done by measuring your 
blood pressure in your ankle as 
well as your arm and compare the 
two numbers.  

With early detection, most 
cases of PAD can be treated with 
lifestyle changes, medication or 
both. For those with severe PAD, 
treatment options could be angio-
plasty (inflating a tiny balloon in 
the artery), clot-busting drugs or 
bypass surgery.

Savvy Tips: For more infor-
mation, visit the PAD Coalition 
website at padcoalition.org. Also, 
check out Legs For Life (legsfor-
life.org, 800-488-7284), a national 
program that offers free PAD 
screenings in September in around 
70 locations nationwide, and the 
Society for Vascular Surgery (vas-
cularweb.org) which provides a 
listing on their website of nearly 
50 health care facilities that pro-
vide free or low-cost screenings. 

Life Line Screening is another 
convenient screening resource 
to check into. This is a private 
company that travels all over the 
country offering PAD screenings 
for around $60 per test. To find an 
upcoming screening in your area 
visit lifelinescreening.com or call 
800-449-2350.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Every Wednesday: Best Spaghetti 
in Town -- $7, All You Can Eat, for 
all Elks and their guests. Music by 
Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday: Seafood and Sand-
wiches for all Elks and their guests 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan 
from 5 to 8 p.m.          

Sunday, Aug. 28: Boom Ba from 
2 to 5 p.m. Food will be available 
from noon to 2 p.m. Food Menu: 
Jumbo Hot Dog, Chips and a 
Cookie for $3; and Wings 35¢ each 
or 3 for $1.

Monday, Sept. 5: $7 Blue Plate Special. Menu: Pulled Pork with all the 
trimmings. Only 50 tickets will be sold. Don’t miss out. 

Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 10 and 11: Donate your old treasures to 
the Lodge or rent a table for the 400 Family Bazaar. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. each 
day. Turn your items in early. For more information, call Bonnie Glass.

Monday, Sept. 19: $7 Blue Plate Special. Menu: Meat Loaf with all the 
trimmings. Only 50 tickets will be sold.

Saturday, Nov. 20: Turkey Shoot for all Elks and their guests from 5 to 
8 p.m. Menu: $3 Sandwich Buffet.

Sunday, Nov. 21: Pot Luck Dinner for all Elks and their guests. Bring 
your favorite dish. 

Monday,  Nov. 29:  Poor Man’s Dinner for all Elks and their guests at 5 
p.m. $5 in advance, $6 at the door. Menu: American Goulash. 

Feb. 12-19, 2012: Join S. Hillsborough Elks Lodge Valentine’s Western 
Caribbean Fundraiser Cruise, 7 days from only $643.00.

The South Hillsborough Elk’s Lodge is located at 1630 U.S. Hwy. 41 S., 
Ruskin, FL 33570. The Club has a clean, smoke-free environment. For 
more information, call (813) 645-2089. 

South Hillsborough 
Elks Lodge #2672 

Upcoming
Activities

Write your life story
Have you thought about creating a personal history but don’t know 

how to begin? There’s a popular class that’s tailor made for you at Hills-
borough Community College in Ruskin. Kings Point resident Joan Shal-
leck has been teaching this class for seven years and says it has become 
a ‘mission’ for her.

“I think everyone should write about 
their life in memoir form. Everyone has 
a unique story to tell. They just need a bit 
of guidance to help them on their jour-
ney” she says.

The small class is held in a comfortable 
room at the college that  assures privacy, 
so essential because you will be writing 
about events and  experiences that are 

very personal. You’ll hear stories from others, both published and unpub-
lished, about childhood, school days, friendships, parents and triumphs 
and tragedies. You’ll learn how to enhance your work so that your heirs 
will actually read them with enjoyment as well as enlightenment.

This twenty-hour Lifelong Learning course will begin at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, Sept. 16 and continues until Nov. 4. You’ll need access to a  computer 
and attendance at all eight sessions is strongly recommended. The cost 
is $75. For more information and to register., call Brian  England, HCC 
Lifelong Learning Coordinator at (813) 259-6528.



flats where they often are. Be sure 
to throw your net in a complete 
circle over the school before they 

swim away.
Mullet are plentiful, 

in the canals and rivers; 
they are traveling along 
with some of the larger 
schools of fish.

Those living along the 
Shellpoint canals have 
been enjoying mullet.
This fish is most often 
smoked or fried.

Flounder are surfacing at high 
tide to eat. Otherwise they are 
cooling off on the sandy bottom of 
the waterways. Some anglers go 
fishing at high tide only and catch 
more than one species for their 
dinner tables.

S h e e p s 
head could 
care less 
about the 
weather, as 
they seem to 
bite for the 
landlovers 
daily. 

Silver trout 
are enjoying 
the warm weather, and have in
vaded our waterways. I have seen 
and heard of catches in the rivers 
and the bay.

Cobia are still roaming. A fight
ing big fish for those who want 
some action.

I heard of a tripletail catch this 
week. They seem to be a lonely 
fish out there. It’s not often that we 
see a catch.

Watch the weather; know your 
boat;  always fish together.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.
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FISH TALES

Many anglers have mastered the 
art of cast netting. When the bait 
shops are closed, it is possible for 
them to catch their own 
baitfish. When they are 
out from shore and run 
out of bait, they cast 
their net over a school 
of baitfish and can stay 
out another hour or so 
without going back to 
shore.

Baitfish is a common 
word used for a multi
tude of small schooling fish whose 
main claim to fame is that they are 
an important food source for other 
fish. They are also important as 
a commercial commodity, when 
used in fishmeal, oil, dog food and 
fertilizer.

There are those who have their 
favorite bait spots, and try not to 
let anyone know where they are. 
Then another type of angler is 
 happy to share a bait spot, polite 
and patient awaiting their turn,

Worldwide there are more than 
fifty species of baitfish. Florida 
has about 24. Baitfish are the most 
abundant fishes in many of the 
state’s estuaries; the most abun
dant baitfish is the anchovy.

Baitfish schools are tighter and 
more compact during daytime 
hours and more dispersed at night.

Thread herring migrating from 
North Carolina to Florida were 
 estimated to travel at the rate of six 
to seven miles per day.

Baitfish are an important com
ponent of various useful prod
ucts, but are most important to the 
 recreational fishing anglers.

Some anglers can read the  water 
and know when a school is pass
ing by. If you can’t read the  water, 
look for clear water over grassy 

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

Baitfish are abundant

Spaghetti dinner 
at VFW Post

The Ruskin Memorial VFW Post 
6287 will have a spaghetti dinner 
which includes salad and roll pre-
pared by Beanie’s Family Sports 
Grill, at the Ruskin post from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 12. 

This event will help defray some 
of the cost of the Post’s Veteran’s 
Day Parade. There will be a 50/50 
raffle and entertainment.

Tickets are available at the 
Ruskin VFW or visit the website 
www.vfwpost62897.com for other 
distribution locations. 

For more information, call 
 Shirley May at (813) 645-3410. 

Publisher speaks 
at South Shore 
Democratic Club

The South Shore Democratic 
Club will meet on Thursday, Sept. 
8, at the South Shore Regional 
 Library, 15816 Beth Shields Way 
in Ruskin. Coffee, refreshments 
and social interaction are offered 
at 1 p.m. The meeting begins at 
1:30 p.m. 

All Democrats and like-minded 
people are welcome.

This month’s featured speaker is 
Patrick Manteiga, publisher of the 
weekly newspaper, La  Gaceta. The 
paper, headquartered in  Tampa, is 
the only newspaper in the USA 
that is printed in three languages, 
Spanish, Italian and English.

Manteiga will speak about the 
newspaper’s readership, ways to 
reach out to the Hispanic popula-
tion and how that population views 
the coming elections in 2012.

A special evening meeting is 
scheduled at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Oct. 11. This is not the normal 
Thursday meeting date, so make a 
note; further announcements will 
be forthcoming.

 

Keeping his promise to make Florida the state with the best- educated 
workforce, Governor Rick Scott today visited Hope Charter School in 
Ocoee to highlight education reforms that  expand and strengthen charter 
and virtual schools and increase scholarship opportunities that empower 
parents to choose schools best suited to student needs. 

While visiting, Governor Scott discussed how parents best understand 
their children’s needs and should have the right to choose the schools 
that meet those needs. 

“One of the critical components of creating jobs and turning Florida’s 
economy around is to make sure our state has the best educated work-
force, ready to work in our 21st Century economy,” Governor Scott said. 
“The legislation I sign today moves our state closer to having world-
class schools that graduate students ready for those jobs.”

Earlier this year, the first bill Governor Scott signed into law was the 
Student Success Act. It empowers principals to keep the best teachers 
and use merit pay to compensate them more, while also replacing low-
performing  teachers.

“Florida will now be able to recruit and retain the best educators for our 
schools,” Governor Scott said. “Children should not be locked into going 
to a failing school just because of where they live, and families should 
have the right to choose an education best suited to their children.”

The bills Governor Scott highlighted are as follows:

• Senate Bill 1546, Charter Schools -- Charter schools will now have 
the opportunity to  duplicate their success and grow to serve more stu-
dents. Charter schools that earn an “A” twice in three years have the 
opportunity to earn a “high-performing” status, so they can increase 
enrollment and open more schools.

• House Bill 7197. Virtual Education – Expands the Florida Virtual 
School to offer full-time instruction to K-12 students and part-time 
for grades 4-12. District virtual schools will be able to offer part-time 
instruction in grades 9-12 to more students. Charter schools can also now 
offer online instruction, either as a virtual charter school, or combined 
with traditional classroom learning.

• House Bill 1331, Opportunity Scholarships – This bill empowers 
parents to choose a better school for their students assigned to chroni-
cally low-performing schools. It expands the definition of a failing 
school from those that earn an ‘F’ two years in a row, to those that earn 
two ‘Fs’ in the past four years.

• House Bill 1329, McKay Scholarships -- Students with special 
learning needs will be eligible for McKay Scholarships to attend pri-
vate schools. Parents with children who receive specialized instructional 
plans must be notified every year of each student’s options, including the 
McKay Scholarship.

• House Bill 965, Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program -- The tax 
credit scholarship program is updated to help encourage more businesses 
to participate in the program, thereby helping more students attend the 
school best suited to them.

Governor Scott signs legislation to 
strengthen, expand Florida’s schools
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Serenity Meadows
Memorial Park • Funeral Home • Crematory

Have you 
made your 

pre-need funeral 
arrangements?

Stop by for a full pre-need 
consultation

$200 off *
Your Pre-Need Arrangement

*with purchase and ad or code 
OBS 8/25/11

ONE OFFER PER FAMILY

813-677-9494
Locally Owned & Operated
6919 Providence Road
Riverview, FL 33578

THE 2011

BEST
OF  BRANDON

Oasis
Natural Therapies, 

Inc.
Protocols to help 
cleanse, detox, 

relax, focus and 
balance the body.

• Colon 
Hydrotherapy

• Biofeedback

• Craniosacral 
Release

• Ioncleanse 
Detox 

Footbath

955 Del Webb Blvd. E
Sun City Center, FL

813-309-3030
Open by appointment

MM18663

Family Owned & Operated Since 1923

BOGGS
World’s LARGEST and most recognized 

Grandfather clock maker
Come in now for the best selection of gifts!

• Necklaces • Bracelets • Watches • Rings • More

Corner of SCC Blvd. & US 301
Sun City Center

634-7899
Golf Cart 
Accessible

Appraisals for
Insurance 
Purposes

FREE JEWELRY CLEANING & 
INSPECTION

WHILE YOU WAIT!
With this ad • Expires 9/30/11

Shoppes of Apollo Beach!
“Shop with us locally, it’s a growing concept.”

Under New Management

 SPACE AVAILABLE
PUBLIX•	
DOLLAR GENERAL•	
TRUSTCO BANK•	
BEEF ‘O’ BRADY’S•	
PINCH A PENNY•	
TOUCH OF CLASS CLEANERS•	
APOLLO BEACH LIQUORS•	
APOLLO BEACH TAN•	
THE VERY BEST BARBER SHOP•	
SOUTHSHORE DAY SPA & SALON•	
PARTY YOUR WAY•	
SAN REMO PIZZERIA•	
YANAGI CUISINE•	
DIVA NAIL SPA•	
SOUTHBAY FAMILY DENTISTRY•	
VICTORIA’S FIFTH AVENUE SALON•	
THE DOCKS RESTAURANT•	
MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY•	

And Much More!

6402 US Hwy. 41 & 
Apollo Beach Blvd.

For more information and 
leasing questions, call

Sue Haskel or 
Elliott Ross 

at 727-725-2800

Annette’s Beauty Salon
• Free Consultation • Color Specialist • Hablamos Español

Now

Available KERATIN TREATMENTS
For Frizzy, Curly and Unruly Hair

634-5422
In The Village Plaza
(next to Copper Penny)

Corner Hwy. 301 
& SR 674

Suite #108
Open: Tues. - Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

FULL SERVICE SALON
• Family Hair Cuts
• Hair Cuts (Razor/Clipper)
• Corrective Color
• Color / Highlights / Foil / Cap /
 Dimensional Color
• Scalp Treatments
• Hair Loss Problems
• Perms/Body Waves
• Relaxers
• Waxing (Lip/Chin/Brow)
• Wash/Set
• Nail Tech
• Permanent Makeup (Wake up 
with Makeup)

• Up Dos (Peinados para Quinces 
y Avento Especiales)

COLOR 
RETOUCH 
OR PERm
$5995

Includes Cut & 
Style

(prices vary on condi-
tions and length of hair)
By appointment please

Exp. 10/31/11

mEN’S
CUT
only

$10
First Time 
Customers

Cannot be 
combined with any 

other coupon
Exp. 10/31/11

50% Off
SHAmPOO, 

CUT & 
BLOW DRY

First Time 
Customers

One coupon per 
customer. Cannot be 
combined with any 

other coupon
Exp. 10/31/11

From the “Java Cow” to 
“Century 21 Beggins”

You may recognize me as one of the guys dip-
ping ice cream or helping with a “Make Your 
Own Sundae” from the Java Cow Ice Cream 
Cafe.  To me, they are good memories and  I 
am grateful for 
the wonderful  
friendships that 
were developed.  
Since then I have 
been with Century 
21 Beggins as a li-
censed real estate 
professional and 
thanks to many of 
the great people that were our customers at the 
Java Cow, I have had two very successful years 
helping them with their real estate needs. SCC 
has a very active real estate market, so if you 
are thinking about selling your home or know 
of anyone looking to buy a home in our area, I 
would very much appreciate the opportunity to 
assist you, your friends, and neighbors. Please 
visit my website: www.jackstevenshomes.
com or I can be reached any time on my cell 
phone at 813-417-1554 or by email at:  
Jackstevens@c21be.com.
Again, thank you for all your support and 
have a great summer.
Jack Stevens, Realtor

11 DAYS
April 3, 2012
• Ft. Lauderdale 
• Port Canaveral
• Savannah, GA 
• Charleston, SC
• Wilmington, NC 
• Hamilton, Bermuda
• St. George’s, Bermuda
• Nassau, Bahamas
• Ft. Lauderdale

SouthShore Travel

(813) 633-2009
1647 Sun City Center Plaza, Ste. 203C • Sun City Center, FL

from
$6036 per person

—Cruise Only— 
Includes all taxes, gratuities, shore 

excursions, alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages, $500 per 

stateroom onboard credit.

SS Navigator

Who is your HOMETOWN FAVORITE?
Let them know it by dropping by and 

supporting local business owners.

SHOP LOCALLY!

Come see and 
test drive all the 

new, exciting 
2012 golf cars 
now arriving!

Sun City Center’s ONLY
Golf Car Superstore!

1605 Sun City Center Plaza • SCC, FL

813-633-7843
Thank you for 

making us Best of 
the Best two years 

in a row!
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Wushu 

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 

and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday 
each month. 

Thursday, Aug. 25 — Bar Bingo at 
6 p.m. Bruce Scheller Birthday.

Friday, Aug. 26 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by Soul R 
Coaster from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, Aug. 27 — Steak Dinner 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by FiFi 
& Co. from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Sunday, Aug. 28 — Music by Bert 
& Sassy from 5 to 9 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 29 — Planning Meeting at 6 p.m. House Committee 
Meeting at 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Aug. 30— Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 
opens at 4:30 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m. Tony Zipperer Birthday.

Wednesday, Aug. 31 — $7 Country Fried Steak Budget Dinner, 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

Bob Bettinger, US Coast Guard Auxiliarist of Flotilla 75 in Ruskin 
 received certification as a Vessel Examiner from Flotilla Command-
er Guy Mandigo. As a Vessel Examiner, Bob is now qualified to pro-
vide Boat Safety inspections on recreational boats and to award a 
Vessel Safety Decal to those boats that pass. Flotilla 75 conducts 
free, no-obligation safety checks on the first and third Saturday at 
Simmons Park and the second and fourth Saturday at Williams Park. 
To arrange a 15-minute inspection of your boat, call 645-6984.

Bettinger receives his certification

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at

1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 
www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS

No Spaghetti Dinners ‘til September 7

Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings

Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter 
   or fried) 
 7-11 p.m. Live Music

Every Saturday  Horseshoes 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, Aug. 26 7-11 p.m. Ted Ennis

Saturday, Aug. 27 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim 
  Moose Scavenger Hunt

Friday, Sept. 2 7-11 p.m. Tony John

Saturday, Sept. 3 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 9 7-11 p.m. Taylor and Taylor

Saturday, Sept. 10 5-7 p.m. Women of the Moose Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 16 7-11 p.m. Ella and JT

Saturday, Sept. 17 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 23 7-11 p.m. Tone Benders

Saturday, Sept. 24 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

All events are open to qualified 
Moose members and guests. 

 

RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Camp Bayou Outdoor 
Learning Center in Ruskin has 
some exciting events lined up for 
the fall! 

Upcoming events through the 
end of the year:

• First Saturday each month.
Family Naturalist Hour; 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. FREE. A different 
 nature topic each month. No reser-
vations required.

• Saturday, Sept 17. International 
Coastal Cleanup from 8 a.m. to 
noon. Land and water cleanup. 
FREE. Register with Keep Tam-
pa Bay Beautiful, http://www.
keeptampabaybeautiful.org/coast-
al-cleanup.shtml.

• Satruday, Sept 24. National 
Public Lands Day from 8 a.m. 
to noon. Fixup/maintenance for 
various projects. FREE. Projects 
include mulching, planting, tree 
trimming and more. Call (813) 
641-8545 for more information 
and to register.

• Saturday, Oct 8. Observe the 
Moon Night from 7:30 to 9 p.m.; 
Night hike ending at fire circle for 
moon viewing (possibly meteor 
shower spotting too!) and s’mores. 
$5/person. Limit 20 participants. 
Email campbayou@gmail.com 
or call (813) 641-8545 with your 
name, number of people and 
phone number you can reached at 
for confirmation.

• Saturday, Oct 15. Beef  ‘n Bones 
Fundraiser from 3 to 8 p.m. An eve-
ning of food and entertainment with 
‘unveiling’ of second restored fish-
ing cabin. Tickets can be purchased 
on line at http://campbayoubeefn-
bones.eventbrite.com.

• Friday-Sunday, Nov. 11-13. A 
Natural Education Weekend; from 

One of the original cabins from the Giant’s Camp In Gibsonton has 
been preserved at the Campa Bayou Learning Center. 

Camp Bayou lines up events for fall

1 to 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
plus Sunday morning field trips. 
Enjoy the outdoors responsibly in 
Florida. Visit http://anaturaleduca-
tion.blogspot.com for registration 
costs and more information.

These events are part of a Be Out 
There! Get Outdoors Florida!, The 
Nature Center is taking reserva-
tions for field trips for the current 
school year.

Popular programs include River 
Study, Native People, Rotation 
Stations (students visit up to 6 na-
ture topic stations during their 2-3 
hour trip) plus many more options. 
Cost is just $5 per child, adults are 
free. Contact Dolly at campbay-
ou@gmail.com. 

The Paleo Preserve Fossil Muse-
um is taking reservations for fossil 
programs for school groups. It is 
open to the general public from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays only. 
Leave a message for Fred Hender-
shot at (813) 641-8545 and specify 
that you are calling about the fossil 
program.

Camp Bayou is neither a camp-
ground nor a summer camp. It was 
an RV park before the County's 
ELAP program purchased the land 
but it is now open for day use only 
to the general public. Through vol-
unteers, donations, membership 
and grants, the RCDF offers pre-
scheduled programs to schools, 
youth groups, adult groups and 
families plus it’s open from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Thursday-Saturday  for 
passive recreational pursuits such 
as wildlife watching, nature pho-
tography and trail walks. General 
admission is still free.

The Camp Bayou Outdoor 
Learning Center is a public- private 
partnership between the non-profit 
Ruskin Community Development 
Foundation, Inc. and Hillsbor-
ough County Parks, Recreation 
and Conservation. Camp Bayou is 
l ocated 3 miles south of S.R. 674 
at the end of 24th St. SE in Ruskin. 
More information is on the web at 
http://www.campbayou.org or call 
(813) 641-8545. 

Hillsborough County will hold 
its opening ceremony for Develop-
ment Services at 2 p.m. on Mon-
day, Aug. 29 on the 19th Floor of 
County Center, 601 E. Kennedy 
Blvd., Tampa.

County Commissioners, County 
Administration and staff will be 
joined by members of the con-
struction and development indus-
try to celebrate the opening of ‘The 
Center’ for Development Services. 
Following introductory comments 
and the ribbon-cutting, refresh-
ments and tours of ‘The Center’ 
will be offered.

‘The Center’ for Development 
Services is the County’s new 
comprehensive customer service 
center for the building industry 
and residents. As part of its reor-
ganization efforts, the County has 
consolidated all customer-related 
services associated with property 
development and permitting into 
one location.

The new consolidated service 
center includes staff from the 
County’s Real Estate Department, 
Public Works Department, and the 
former Planning and Growth Man-

County to hold opening ceremony for 
new center for Development Services 

Movie night for 
mayor’s race

Shrek Forever After, the final 
Shrek movie, will be shown as a 
fundraiser for Stuart Mackey’s race 
for Honorary Mayor of River view 
at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 27 at 
Serenity Meadows Chapel, 6919 
Providence Rd. (south on Provi-
dence Road at Bloomingdale Ave.) 
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.

All proceeeds will go to his elect-
ed charity, LifeCare of Brandon. 

Refreshments and raffle tickets 
will be available for purchase.

Land use hearing 
officer will hold 
hearing

A Land Use Hearing Officer 
will hold a hearing at 9 a.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 26 in the 2nd Floor 
Boardroom of County Center, 601 
E. Kennedy Blvd., in downtown 
Tampa.

For more information, call 
 Dennis Kline, Planning and Growth 
 Management, at 276-8363.

The U.S. 41 Zoning Overlay 
District Working Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
25 in the South Shore Regional 
 Library, 15816 Beth Shields Way 
in Ruskin.

The U.S. 41 Zoning Overlay 
District Working Committee is 
made up of community members 
and stakeholders that will assist 
County staff in formulating recom-
mendations to improve the appear-
ance of U.S. 41 within the Apollo 
Beach and Ruskin communities.

For more information, call Jose 
Fernandez, Principal Planner, 
 Development Services Depart-
ment at 307-3435.

Zoning Overlay 
District Working 
Committee will 
meet

agement Department’s Building 
Services Division, Planning and 
Zoning Division, and Develop-
ment Review Division, all who 
were previously located on differ-
ent floors of County Center.

Customers will now be able 
to visit ‘The Center’ to receive 
 assistance with zoning counsel-
ing, building permitting intake and 
processing, contractor licensing, 
site and subdivision reviews, right-
of-way use permits, driveway con-
nection permits, public right-of-
way information and vacation, and 
land use application intake.

‘The Center ‘also features an 
electronic queuing system with 
television displays around the new 
waiting area, such is currently used 
by the Tax Collector’s Office. The 
system helps customers know when 
they will be served and  assists staff 
in seamlessly transferring custom-
ers from one service area to an-
other. ‘The Center’ also features a 
floor manager that can direct addi-
tional staff to assist as the service 
area becomes busy, and helps direct 
residents to the correct service if 
they are unsure of what they need.

 



Tortifir is a lithe female torty, or 
tortoiseshell kitten. She is a real 
beauty and is a playful bundle of 
kinetic energy who will play at the 
drop of a cat toy. She was found 
with here sister as a stray and fos-
tered back to health by C.A.R.E. 
volunteers.

Tortifir has been spayed and 
brought up-to-date on her shots as 
well as microchipped. Chip #067-
861-117. DOB:  June 2, 2011.

Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.
603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement 
& Door Inserts

• Sliding Glass 
Doors

• Broken Window 
Repair

• Hurricane Shutters

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

 

 

 
 

DOVE INTERIORS   CARPET ONE FLOOR
& HOME

2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL
(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

813-645-8660
HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9 A.M.-5 P.M. • SAT. 10 A.M.-2 P.M.

CLOSED SUNDAY * Evenings by appointment

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

®

*  Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made between 5/3/11 – 9/12/11. Limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in 
U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

Call Kim for 
details

Dress Up
Salefor

summer
4 Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

1 Luminette®

Privacy Sheers or
Modern Draperies

$25 OFF each
additional unit

$50 OFF each
additional unit

$100 OFF each
additional unit

$100
$100
$100

BUY         SAVE*  PLUS

Buy more, save more, on select styles
now through September 12th.

Silhouette® Window Shadings

Luminette® 
Privacy Sheers

Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades

Say Hello to Something New and Exciting!
Shellac, Gelish, Bio-Gel*

• 3 Weeks of Wear • Off in Minutes
• Zero Dry Time

• No Nicks, Chips, Smudges
• Choose from Nearly 70 Colors

“Not Your Mother’s Nail Professional”

“Angel Nails” by Elena
813-295-1936

Ditch Your Acrylic and Hard Gel and Use 
More Healthy Products

at SUE’S SALON • 1647 SCC Plaza, SCC
813-634-7022

*Call for pricing & details on Bio-Gel

Shellac 
or Gelish

$28
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

IRIS
Iris is a beautiful Sheltie mix 

who was seen wandering around 
a community for several days with 
another dog. Iris has a sweet per-
sonality. Although she is a little 
shy at first, it only takes her a little 
warm-up time before she is rolling 
over to get a belly rub. She seems 
to like other dogs. As part of her 
adoption, Iris will be spayed, 
microchipped, and brought current 
on her shots. DOB: May 2, 2010.

TORTIFIR

Silverliners 
International 
to meet

The next meeting of the Florida 
Gulf Coast Chapter of Eastern 
Airlines Silverliners International 
will be at noon on Saturday, Sept. 
24, at the Rusty Pelican Restau-
rant, 2425 Rocky Point Rd. North, 
Tampa. All former Eastern flight 
attendants are invited to attend. 
The chapter also extends an invita-
tion to former flight attendants of 
other airlines.

The chapter will hold a prospec-
tive members’ party on Sunday,  
Oct. 23, at a place and time to be 
announced at a later date.

Chapter members will be going 
to Southeastern Guide Dogs in 
Palmetto to tour the facility and 
present them with a $700 check at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 19. 

Hillsborough County residents 
may obtain membership informa-
tion from Adrienne Loveat at (813) 
677-2909 or Barbara Reed at (813) 
671-3078. 

It’s easy to find out how your 
Hillsborough County government 
works by participating in the 10-
week 2011 Government Leader-
ship University (GLU). Orien-
tation begins Sept. 13. GLU is 
free, and interested residents can 
apply until Friday, Aug. 31 at 5 
p.m. Hillsborough County Office 
of Neighborhood Relations offers 
GLU as an interactive program 
designed to give residents insight 
into the operations of various 
County departments. The goal of 
the GLU is to have better informed 
neighborhood leaders who can 
bring their specialized knowledge 

Bright red ’60 Corvette
earns Cruiser of the Month

A superbly restored 1960 Corvette owned by Bill and Karen Crotty of 
Apollo Beach is the Roamin’ Oldies Cruiser of the Month for August.

The Roman Red Corvette is powered by a 283 cubic-inch V8 with dual 
4-barrel carburetors, matched to a 4-speed stick-shift transmission. Bill 
acquired the car in Pennsylvania in 1996, and has carefully maintained 
it ever since. The Crottys brought the car along when they moved to 
Florida, and are glad they did. “It’s my sunny-day car,” he said, “and 
there are a lot more of them in Florida.” 

The monthly Roamin’ Oldies cruise-in is held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 
the first Thursday of every month at Cherry’s Restaurant in the Apollo 
Beach Winn-Dixie Plaza on U.S. 41. The event is free to both entrants 
and spectators, and the public is welcome.

 About 90 of the area’s finest antique and collectible cars and trucks 
are typically on display, accompanied by classic 1950s music played by 
DJ Joey Ferrante. The event is sponsored by Thompson’s Auto Parts and 
Cherry’s Restaurant. For information, call Chet at (813) 842-1511.

 

This 1960 Corvette owned by Bill and Karen Crotty is August Cruiser 
of the Month for the Roamin’ Oldies Car Club. 

Learn about your government 
of how County government works 
back to their respective communi-
ties. Those interested in learning 
more about Hillsborough County 
government leadership, unrav-
eling government red tape, and 
 establishing relationships with 
department directors and staff are 
encouraged to apply.

Class sessions will be held from 
9 a.m. to noon every Tuesday, Sept. 
13-Nov. 15. Classes will include 
visits to several departments or fa-
cilities including Animal Services; 
Code Enforcement’s Anti-Graffiti 
Unit; Communications; Coop-
erative Extension; the County’s 

 Chiller Plant; Emergency Man-
agement; Fire Rescue; Sheriff’s 
Office; Solid Waste Management; 
Supervisor of Elections; and Water 
Resource Services.

Several of the sessions will 
be held at County Center, 601 
E. Kennedy Blvd. in downtown 
Tampa. Parking will be provided 
at the Pierce Street Garage for the 
County Center sessions.

For more information or an 
application, call the Office of 
Neighborhood Relations at (813) 
272-5860, or log onto www.hills-
boroughcounty.org/onr, scroll 
down and click on Government 
Leadership University ‘GLU.’ 
Residents can fax applications to 
(813) 276-2621 or mail it to Office 
of Neighborhood Relations, 601 E. 
 Kennedy Blvd., 1st Floor, Tampa, 
FL 33602.

Brandon area pets go online
Happy Tails to You Rescue, Brandon, has joined other animal welfare 

organizations in the area that list their homeless pets on Petfinder.com, 
the oldest and largest database of adoptable animals on the Internet. The 
site currently has over 359,000 homeless pets listed, and it is updated 
continuously.

More than 13,500 animal welfare organizations in the U.S., Canada, 
and other countries post their pets on the site. Happy Tails to You Rescue 
pets may be viewed at www.petfinder.com/shelters/FL1063.html.

A potential adopter enters search criteria for the kind of pet he or she 
wants, and a list is returned that ranks the pets in proximity to the Zip 
code entered. Adoptions are handled by the animal placement group 
where the pet is housed, and each group has its own policies.

Petfinder.com was created in early 1996 as a grassroots project by 
Jared and Betsy Saul to end the euthanasia of adoptable pets. Since its 
inception, the site has facilitated approximately 20 million adoptions, 
making it the most life-saving initiative in animal welfare. 

• Dog Walking • Peace of Mind • Pet Sitting • Play Time! • & More 
We provide the love and comfort your pet needs while 
you are away.  Come join our Tags~n~Tails Family!

813-382-6302 • 813-938-9069
Tagsntails@gmail.com • www.site.tagsntails.com

Come 

Play Here! TAGS N TAILS
PET SERVICES 
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Visit Our NEWEST Location: 
RIVERVIEW Patient Service Center 

RIVERVIEW
Big Bend Professional Center 
(located behind Starbucks)

13143 Vail Ridge Drive
Building #6 
Riverview, Fl  33579
Tel: 813-672-6208
Fax: 813-677-1819

Hours:
Monday - Friday ..................6:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed for lunch ....... 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

•  Skilled, professional staff
•  Handicap accessible
•  Most insurance plans accepted
•  Ample, free parking

Appointment scheduling available at 
QuestDiagnostics.com/patient
Visit QuestDiagnostics.com/patient to:
• Find additional PSCs in your area or call 800-377-8448 

for automated assistance
• Understand your test results and how they impact your 

overall health 
• Sign-up to receive email reminders to schedule tests
• Schedule an appointment or call 888-277-8772

Choose Quest Diagnostics. Because it matters.
Quest, Quest Diagnostics, the associated logo and all associated Quest Diagnostics marks are the trademarks 
of Quest Diagnostics. © 2010 Quest Diagnostics Incorporated. All rights reserved.
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SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Adult Program/Event Highlights
August 25 to 31

Online Genealogy*
Thursday, August 25 • 3 p.m.

Begin your family history research using Ancestry Plus, 
Heritage Quest, Cyndi’s List and Family Search.  

The Real CSI*
Saturday, August 27 • 1 to 3:15 p.m.

Collect evidence and fingerprints like a real CSI. Hands-on. 
Find out how real CSIs get the job done, compared to what 

pretend CSIs do on TV. Presenter: Tanja Diederich.  

Email: Messages and Attachments* 
Monday, August 29 • 2 to 4:15 p.m.

Read, forward, and delete messages. Basic mouse and keyboarding 
skills are recommended. Learn about sending attachments and creating 
address books. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended. 

Registration is available one hour prior to the beginning of the program. 

eBooks and eReaders*
Tuesday, August 30 • 6 to 7 p.m.

Want to read eBooks? Don’t fret, help is on the way! Demonstration 
of the Overdrive Media Console and Adobe Digital Editions; learn how 

to check out & download eBooks to your PC or eReader. Presenter: 
Tampa Bay Library Consortium. Registration in person required no 

earlier than one hour prior to the start of the program. 

SouthShore Needle People*
Wednesday, August 31 • 6:30 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences about 
knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners are welcome! 

*Free event is provided by the
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

need something to wear to work 
tomorrow. Or the litter box needs 
emptying or the checkbook needs 
balancing.

If you don’t get these little chores 
done during the week, you have to 
knock it out on Saturday, which 
means no cookout in the backyard. 
No beach either, since you haven’t 
had time to hit the gym and get into 
bathing suit shape. Sunday you’re 
so wiped out you just want to veg 
out, work the Sunday crossword 
puzzles and watch some football.

How is it we seldom get to live 
the lifestyle they show in the 
maga zines? The ones with per-
fectly decorated picnic tables 
and uniquely delicious appetizers 
whipped up in no time? Where the 
house is gleaming with a pre-set 
dinner table, fresh flowers, and the 
perfect décor?

I missed three days of work when 
I went with Husband to Kentucky 
for the national car show. Even 
though I had daily conversations 
with Kristy and tried to handle any 
issues that arose at the Chamber 

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Sometimes it just doesn’t pay to 
take time off from work.

Supposedly, we are encouraged 
to seek balance in our work and 
private lives, making sure there 
is plenty of time for fun, family 
and friends. In theory, this sounds 
divine. We leave the job when we 
turn off the desk lamp and spend 
quality evenings with loved ones 
over dinner. On the weekends, 
we head to the beach or a movie, 
maybe have friends over for a 
backyard cookout. This is how it 
works in the magazines, anyway.

In reality, one or the other 
spouse often works a little late, 
which throws off the dinner sched-
ule. (It either gets cold or one of 
you goes ahead and eats alone in 
front of the TV.) Chances are you 
haven’t had time to go to the gro-
cery store anyway, so the two of 
you meet and grab a quick bite 
somewhere before heading home. 
The laundry basket is full and you 

By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

You, Me, and Business

via email, my desk was buried 
under scads of mail and post-it 
notes when I got back. Outlook 
was full of missives from almost 
everyone.

It was wonderful to come home. 
While the show was a once-in-a-
lifetime experience and will bring 
Husband lots of business from 
all over the country, it was still 
30 hours of drive time to work a 
trade show for four days. I missed 
the cats. I missed my bed. And I 
missed all of my friends and mem-
bers here at the Chamber.

It is vitally important to seek that 
balance between business and per-
sonal life. We still need to give our 
all to making our businesses prof-
itable and productive. But at the 
end of the day, even if you’re just 
splitting a sandwich at the local 
sports bar, make time for the loved 
ones in your life.

I may never get to live the maga-
zine lifestyle, but I wouldn’t give 
up the chaotic, spontaneous, less 
than perfect but always-some-
thing-to-do life I have now. I just 
wish we had a washer and dryer at 
the Chamber so I could at least try 
to spend Saturdays at the movie 
theater. And I need to teach the 
cats how to empty their own litter 
box!

Sometimes it’s nice just to be 
able to sit, vent our frustration and 
get a very satisfying “don’t you 
just hate it when that happens?” 
That’s it. That’s all we need. Life 
is so simple sometimes.

Winn-Dixie Stores, Inc. has announced that flu vaccinations are now 
available in all Winn-Dixie in-store pharmacies to help prepare guests 
for the upcoming flu season. Guests will receive the flu vaccine for 
the discounted rate of $24.99 when purchased using their Winn-Dixie 
Customer Reward Card.

“The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that 
people get a flu vaccine as soon as it becomes available in their com-
munity,” said John Fegan, vice president of pharmacy for Winn-Dixie. 
“With the flu season approaching, our skilled and knowledgeable phar-
macists are now able to offer guests quick and easy options to receive 
the flu vaccine while grocery shopping – either on-the-go or by appoint-
ment. This is one of many benefits people will find at their neighborhood 
Winn-Dixie.” Guests can secure a flu shot in any Winn-Dixie in-store 
pharmacy on a ‘walk-in’ basis or can schedule an appointment online at 
www.winndixie.com/pharmacy.

Winn-Dixie pharmacies will offer a regular flu shot approved for peo-
ple ages 6 months and older and a high-dose flu shot approved for people 
65 and older. Certain age restrictions may apply in some states regarding 
pharmacist administration of vaccinations. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
the best method of protection against the flu is vaccination and it is rec-
ommended that all people age six months and older receive a flu vac-
cination every year. In addition, Winn-Dixie pharmacists recommend 
washing your hands frequently; wiping down telephones, remote con-
trols, and door knobs with disinfectant; and keeping tissues handy to stop 
the spread of viruses. 

Winn-Dixie offers guests a wealth of health benefits and services 
including daily free blood pressure checks, fast and easy prescription 
refills and/or transfers, convenient refills through the Ready Refill pro-
gram, low-cost health screenings such as cholesterol or diabetes, and 
female and male wellness screenings. For information about the Winn-
Dixie pharmacy or to schedule a specific appointment time with a certi-
fied Winn-Dixie pharmacist visit www.winndixie.com/pharmacy.

Flu vaccinations available at 
Winn-Dixie pharmacies
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• U.S. Gold Coins:
$1 to $20 ..................$125 to $2,000 & up
1795-1833 ..........$5,000 to $40,000 & up
• K-Rands
• Eagles
• Gold Pesos
• Maple Leaf
• Pandas
• Gold Bars
• Industrial Gold & Platinum

BUYING
Gold & Silver

3 DAYS
ONLY
Thurs., Aug. 25
Fri., Aug. 26
Sat., Aug. 27
Come visit us at
Sun City Center Inn
809 N. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center
813-634-3331 (ask for Coin Buyers)

Sun State Collectibles • 813-731-8281
Buying Rare Coins and Jewelry for Over 30 Years!

If you can’t come to us...and your collection warrants...we’ll come to you!

SILVER COINS PAYING TOP DOLLAR $23.00 per dollar

Main Office

“We would like to extend a warm Thank You to 
the many hundreds of residents from the Sun 
City Center area whose trust and loyalty make 
our continuing business in Sun City Center a 

joy and a privilege.”  —Paul and Bill

1964 & earlier:
Halves ................................ $11.50 & up
Quarters ................................$5.75 & up
Dimes .................................. $2.30 & up
1965 - 1970:
Halves ............................ $3.50 per coin

Silver Dollars:
1878-1904 ..............................$28.00 & up
1921-1935 .............................. $27.00 & up
UNC, new rolls 1922-1925 .......$650 & up
UNC, new rolls 1878-1904 ........$725 & up

Fine plus or better. Huge Premiums For 
Uncirculated Rolls or Bags.

• School Rings 
• Jewelry 
• Broken Jewelry 
• Chains 
• Bracelets 
• Charms 
• Earrings (single or pairs)
• Gold Watches (pocket or wrist)
• Dental Gold
• Wedding Bands

STERLING SILVER
• Sterling Silver Bars .925
• .999 Silver Bars
• Trays
• Sterling Flatware
• Candlesticks
• Tea Sets
• Jewelry
• Franklin Mint Sets
• Danbury Mint Sets

URGENTLY NEEDED
• 1/2 Cents through Bust Dollars
• U.S. Commemorative Coins
• Proof & Mint Sets
• Pocket Watches
• Slot Machines (pre 1945)
• G.S.A. Dollars (Carson City)
• American Eagles (silver and gold)
• Rolex Watches

WANTED:
PARTY HOSTS
Get paid to host a 

gold party!
We provide:

Call Bill at
813-731-8281

Party hosts 
typically earn 

$300 to $1,200
per event!

Buying 
Proof Gold 

Eagles
Paying

$1,850
per ounce

WE BUY ALL FORMS OF GOLD & COINS

GOLD is at an
all-time HIGH!
Come in for the latest prices!

INSTANT PAYMENT
for Accumulations, Collections, Estates

10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

10 a.m. to
4 p.m.



Nobody else
sells this 
quality
at this price.

Since 1937

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1912 W. Brandon Blvd.

$15.95
sq. ft.

Installed
PAINTED 
SOLID 

SHUTTERS
Will not warp or crack

Usable in wet applications

PLEASE
COMPARISON

SHOP!
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A newspaper advertising supplement distributed in one or more of the following publications: The Tampa Tribune, Hernando Today, Highlands Today, CENTRO Tampa, Suncoast News and the publications of Sunbelt Newspapers. LV
51

36
0The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other service, exam or treatment which it performed as a a result of and within 72 hours of responding 

to this advertisement for free discounted or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. With this coupon. New patients only, if clinically necessary. Medicare not eligible
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807 South Parsons Avenue, Brandon

Elmira’s throws out welcome mat with 
Thai One On For The Tigers
To celebrate their grand opening after recent USDA approval for public tours, Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to saving and providing a permanent home for exotic animals, primarily 
former pets and zoo animals, that cannot be returned to the wild, held a benefit dinner entitled Thai One On 
For The Tigers at the Sanctuary on Sunday.  The event included an authentic Thai dinner, a silent auction, live 
entertainment from The Code Blues Band and a twilight tour of the sanctuary itself.  The event was sponsored 
by Trinity Foods, The Canoe Outpost and Mulligan’s Pub.  Elmira’s, home to more than 40 exotic animals rang-
ing from tigers to bears, operates entirely on funds from private donations.  For information on upcoming 
events or how you can help, visit their website at www.elmiraswildlife.org, email info@elmiraswildlife.org or 

Mitch traphagen photos
call 813-634-4115.
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a Comprehensive Hearing Evaluations
a Video Otoscope Ear Inspection
a Checks, Cleaning & Programming
a Custom Ear Molds & Hearing Aid Fitting
a Wide Variety of Hearing Aids 

 

 illsborough audiology &
earing Aid CenterH

  

Kamal Elliot, Au.D.

Kristen
Weinbaum, Au.D.

Doctor of Audiology

Doctor of Audiology

 

 

   

Complimentary Consultation & Demonstration
30 day RISK FREE Trial! 

955 E. Del Webb Blvd ~ Sun City Center, FL  33573
www.HearInFlorida.com        info@HearInFlorida.com 

Now accepting new and existing patients!

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

Special!

Phone (813) 642-7580

“We are  dedicated to helping 
our community achieve a 

better quality of life through 
better hearing. You can trust 
in knowing you will receive 

the highest quality care, 
personalized  service and 

valuable products and 
solutions to help you achieve  
better hearing for your life.”

Save Up to $800 OFF
Set of Hearing Aids

COUPON

PUBLIX

S.R. 674

301

 illsborough audiology &
earing Aid CenterH

. D
L 

W
BB

 B
L

D.

Next to Allstate

 illsborough audiology &
earing Aid CenterH

®

SCREEN ROOMS

Check the...
✓ Quality
✓ Difference
✓ Price

Each and every crew at Knox Aluminum has a minimum of 15 years experience building jobs in the South County area. 
Check out our web site at www.KnoxAluminum.com

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Special

of Ruskin

Ken Knox, Contractor
Lic. #RX0057641 813-645-3529

Fax: 
813-645-7353

Orphaned road gets some TLC
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
Sun City Center – it may 

not be the forever solution, but this 
community’s potholed, unclaimed 
road now has a functional fix. 

What’s more, it was both free and 
environmentally friendly. 

After years of deterioration, nu-
merous complaints, multiple dis-
cussions, the last of the potholes 
in the short but important Sun City 
Center Plaza road were repaired 
this week. 

no more than a long city block, 
the road gives access to post office 
patrons as well as to plaza store 

customers, professional office cli-
ents and chamber visitors. 

the work was done, at no charge 
as a community service, by a 
Bradenton-based company using 
patented technology incorporat-
ing thermal heat to seal close and 
eliminate potholes such as the ones 
which have endangered golf cart 
drivers and tested vehicle suspen-
sion systems.  

While many groups, agencies and 
individuals have worked to find a 
solution to repair of the little road 
for which no established legal own-
ership could be found, the solution 
now in place came together with the 

help of at-large Hillsborough Com-
missioner Ken Hagan and through 
coordination by the SCC Chamber 
of Commerce. 

the increasingly intense problem 
dates back at least a year when ed 
Barnes, president of the SCC Com-
munity Association, began looking 
for a means of arranging repairs as 
drivers trying to use the road com-
plained loudly. Minto Communi-
ties, the current developer, soon 
stepped up to provide an estimate 
for resurfacing the road. that cost, 
engineers said, could top $40,000, 
if no sub-surface problems were 
discovered.

But there was no one to share the 
cost; no known legal owners. the 
county’s code enforcement office 
suggested potential solutions forced 
by legal pressures might evolve if 
the situation were to go unresolved 
long enough. A county attorney 
determined legal ownership would 
have to accrue to owners of five 
properties abutting the roadway. 
And ownership could involve not 
only financial outlay but also li-
ability and long-term responsibility. 
As an alternative, the county could 
take possession of the roadway af-
ter a period of years elapsed. 

Striving for another perspective, 
Hagan began thinking in terms of 
putting a county vendor together 
with community leaders. enter B 
Pothole Free, which does work 
throughout West Central Florida 
and has provided services to Hills-
borough County. 

Hagan said this week he men-
tioned the project to the Bradenton 
company, reasoning that left-over 
materials from one of the com-
pany’s paid assignments might be 
applied to the little road no one 
wanted to claim. 

B Pothole Free agreed. the cham-
ber coordinated agreement among 
the property owners to a standard 
“hold harmless” waiver. And the 
pothole specialist began work on the 
half dozen deep and large holes in 
the roadway surface late last week, 
planning to finish up this week.    

the crew first cleaned out the 
holes, filled them with road build-
ing materials and then topped the 
former potholes with asphalt caps 
larger than the craters and applied 
under thermal heat, effectively cre-
ating an impervious bond with the 
surrounding solid roadway surface, 
said Matt robinson, company vice 
president. the system is environ-
mentally friendly because it reuses 
material from removed macadam, 
reducing landfill discards and high-
way hauling trips, robinson added. 

Due to their size and depth, the 
repair was equivalent to 12 routine 
potholes and one of them had been 
patched in the past with concrete 
which had to be dug out in chunks, 
he said. However, having seen the 
risks drivers were taking to try to 
avoid the holes, robinson added he 
was glad to be able to provide the 
service. 

Dana Dittmar, chamber execu-
tive director, also expressed appre-
ciation for Hagan’s help and the B 
Pothole Free service. “it was a real 
public safety situation.” she noted.  
“the work this week is not the final 
solution.” she added, “but it gives 
us time to find that resolution.” 

the chamber board of directors is 
to discuss the matter in detail during 
its annual retreat later this month. 
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Melody JaMeson photo
A lesson in new approaches to repairing old potholes was on tap when Hills-
borough County Commissioner Ken Hagan (second from left) checked on 
efforts to recover the little SCC Plaza road at least for the short term. The pat-
ented technology involving thermal sealing of pothole plugs was explained 
by Bill Halloran (pointing, second from right), a service manager with B Pot-
hole Free, a Bradenton company and county vendor which Hagan alerted to 
the SCC problem. The company responded as a community service.  Tech-
nicians on the SCC project were Michael Moshier (right) and Dennis Perez, 
(left).
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CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

FREE BRAKE CHECK: New brake pads, resurface

front rotors, repack front wheel bearing (if

applicable), add brake fluid, inspect hydraulic suystem.

Additional parts/service often needed at extra cost.

Limited warranty - 12 months or 12,000 miles whichever

comes first. No other discounts apply. Valid only with coupon.

Not valid with other coupons. Exp. 9/29/11

2-WHEEL FRONT
DISC BRAKE SERV.

$20 OFF

Check Engine Light On?
Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

See store for details. Exp. 9/29/11

FULL ENGINE
DIAGNOSTIC SPECIAL

$4995
Value 

$91

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,

horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,

suspension, air and breather filter.

Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may

result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.

No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 9/29/11

MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

FREE Value

$3995

AAA Discount

Includes: Inspect belts, compressor & hoses,leak test entire system. (Freon extra). Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon.Not valid with other coupons or specials.
Exp. 9/29/11

A/C SERVICE
$997

Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

Environmental disposal fee may apply in some areas.

See store for details. Exp. 9/29/11

ANY FLUID
EXCHANGE

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH

Brakes, Transmission, Coolant, Power Steering

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OIL CHANGE
& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

813.685.2939

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and lighttrucks. Please call for appointment.Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any othercoupons or specials. Coupon expires 9/8/11

813-633-2636

Sun City
Dental Center

Offers expire 8/31/11. Coupons must be mentioned at time of 
scheduling appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum fee 
charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
the right to refuse pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other 
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and 
within 72 hrs. of responding to the advertisement for the fee service 
examination or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

10% Off
Full & Partial

Dentures
5110, 5120, 5213, 5214

Coupon Must Be Presented
At Time Of Estimate

Voted #1 in Best of South Shore for 2010

727 Cortaro Dr. (Behind Burger King)

New Patient Full Mouth 
Series of X-Rays (0210) and 

Exam (0110) for $95 and 
receive a

$100 CREDIT toward 
your account for 
future treatment.
Coupon Must Be Presented

At Time Of Estimate

Both are certified grand dames, 
designed to bespeak the epitome 
of turn-of-the-century luxury, 
with high ceilings, long, broad 
lobbies, an abundance of Spanish 
tile, textured plasters, massive 
wood accents finished in deep 
rich tones. Variances may exist in 
their types of amenities offered 
or in terms of room furnishings 
or in the number of suites boasted 
or in rack rates charged, but they 
also are unmistakably the real 
deal, throwbacks to another time, 
restored to preserve that realism. 
– on separate coasts in two 
different nations. Each whispers 
to her guests ever so gently, 
unforgettably of the other. 

 Tampa and Havana share 
other features, too, which come 
unexpectedly to the first time 
Florida visitor. Havana’s Malecón 
is Tampa’s Bayshore Boulevard 

all over again – or vice versa. Like 
the Bayshore’s wide sidewalk and 
balustrade following the curve 
of Tampa Bay, Malecón and its 
inviting bench-bordered walkway 
follow the channel leading into 
Havana’s protected inner harbor. 
Both are people-friendly. Both 
become magnets at different times 
of day, drawing visitors and locals; 
places to meet, to greet, to rest, to 
ponder, to share, to tryst. 

Both Malecón and Bayshore 
Boulevard were initiated in 
the early 1900s, taking shape 
gradually over a period of years, 
the former finally stretching along 
the Havana waterfront for six 
kilometers, the latter capped off at 

4.5 miles. But, while the Bayshore 
hosts runners, bikers, skaters 
beginning early in the morning 
and even through the day, Malecón 
seems to come to life shortly 
before dusk. Seating on the bench 
wall can be at a premium as the 
long shadows form and Habanans 
retreat to their waterfront . 

As much as citizens of the 
two cities treasure their historic 
promenades, however, Habanans 
have yet to stage annual free-for-
alls commemorating a fictitious 
pirate on theirs. On the other hand, 
they have wrestled, it is said, with 
the issues of not-so-free love along 
the way.

Another in the realm of 
similarities involves natural 
phenomena characterizing the two 
cities – rivers run through them. 
The very first Havana settlement is 
a matter of dispute among Cubans; 
some say the old city’s initial start 
as San Cristobal de la Havana 
actually was on the southwest 
coast close to Cortes Bay or maybe 
around Batabano, at mid-second 
decade in the 16th century. 

 Today, it generally seems to 
be agreed at least for celebratory 
purposes, that Old Havana grew 
from a site close to the north coast 
mouth of the Almendares River, 
beginning in 1519 . Gradually, it 
not only spread westward from 
that point, creating the district of 
Verdado but also eventually scaled 
the river to develop eastward as 
the Miramar district. Meanwhile, 
Tampa was developing from Fort 
Brooke at the head of Tampa Bay 
ultimately to make Hillsborough 
riverfront highly coveted places 

to be. 
 And then Havana took it a step 

further, creating its own version 
of the “chunnel,” a vehicle tunnel 
under its river which daily carries 
thousands of cars, trucks, busses 
from one side of the city to the 
other. 

 Finally, one more Havana 
landmark may give the American 
visitor that “I’ve been here before” 
pause – Cuba’s capitol building 
in the heart of the city. Built in 
the 1925-29 timeframe, it looks 
for all the world as if it were 
disassembled in Washington, 
D.C., and reassembled in Havana. 
Tour guides escorting Americans, 
in particular, make it a point to 
showcase “their” capitol which 
is reported to house the world’s 
tallest indoor bronze statue. 

 It was not possible for me to see 
this wonder or, for that matter, to 

inspect the inside of Cuba’s capitol 
so closely resembling mine, as 
it also was reportedly closed for 
renovations. Asked where their 
seat of government was seated 
during the refurbishing, Cubans 
answered with “don’t know.” 
And, when I asked somewhat 
seriously how I might find either 
Fidel or Raul Castro for interview 
purposes, the responding “ we 
don’t even know where they live” 
came wrapped in peals of laughter.

 Working class Cubans, 
however, do talk knowingly, even 
passionately, if discreetly, about 
the effects of government they’ve 
lived with under communism for 
the last half century and more. 
They want change. Now, there’s a 
bit of Déjà vu. 

 Next: When bread is not the 
staff of life 
 Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Cuba 
Today

Continued from page 1 ■
Melody JaMeson photos

If only they could talk, these two Grand Dames among turn-of-the-century hotels even though of different nationalities could tell tales to 
challenge anyone’s imagination. Nacional (left), formally The Hotel Nacional de Cuba, is about 75 rooms and one floor larger than her close 
cousin, St. Petersburg’s The Renaissance Vinoy, opened in 1928. They were not the only such hostelries for the rich, famous and infamous 
but they both were among the top venues of choice for the world’s elite, from Europe’s landed gentry to Hollywood’s new fangled motion 
picture pioneers to America’s East Coast mafia figures, they were luxurious playgrounds. Both have seen high times and hard times, sur-
vived to remind that age can be gracious - and that some secrets are kept forever.

From almost any angle, Havana’s skyline reflects the old style and 
the relatively modern, the gingerbreaded and the utilitarian. As dusk 
falls and street lights glow along her waterfront, the old city seems to 
take on a softer hue. The day pauses. Habanans catch their breath. 
And when the ambient light is extinguished, the tempo picks up. 
The tourists, showered in their hotel rooms, fed in the restaurants, 
are out and about in search of Havana after dark.

Anyone familiar with Tampa’s wide and multi-functioning Bayshore 
Boulevard esplanade bordering her bay will feel at home on Ha-
vana’s Malecón lining the channel to her inner harbor. Constructed 
in three stages over some 50 years, this promenade may be the vista 
of tourists during the day, but comes alive as shadows lengthen and 
Habanans flock to their waterfront to relax and recline, remember 
and renew along several kilometers of bench wall.
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Support your local businesses and save!!Support your local businesses and save!!

10% 
OFF*

*100 sq. ft. or more
Dave’s Window Tinting

Expires 9/30/11

BEAT THE HEAT!!

DAVE’S
WINDOW TINTING

Block the Sun...
Not the View

• Lower Energy Bills
• Reduce Heat

• Reduce Fading
• Stop Glare

Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 20 years experience

294-8468
www.davestinting.com

Lower your electric bill! 
Up to 25%!

10%
OFF*

*cannot be combined w/any
other coupons or offers.
(1 coupon per customer)

Expires 9/30/11
SOLAR-X of Florida

Act Now and Qualify for
TECO Rebate!!

           OPEN 
         YOUR
    DRAPES &
ENJOY THE VIEW

Without the Heat and Glare

Quality Energy Efficient
Hurricane Window Film

38 Years of Experience
in the Sun City Center Area

SOLAR-X
642-3914

• Auto • Home • Commercial

Hi, I’m Bob Harris...

Call me today
for a FREE estimate

SCC Resident

Let me show you
how to stop the

sun’s damaging rays 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING
• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work 

• Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist 

• Complete Engine Diagnostic

$99

Most Cars & Light Trucks
$2495

OIL CHANGE

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

$7670 $8060

Plus Parts • Most Cars & Light Trucks

$7280
4 Cyl. 6 Cyl. 8 Cyl.

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Se Habla Español

 • Apollo Beach 
 • Sun City Center

• Ruskin

Free Towing
to shop
if major
 repairs

are made

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653

2212 E. College Ave.
(S.R. 674) • Ruskin

Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Includes: Labor and Turn Rotors
Most Cars &  Light Trucks

Per Axle + Pads

BRAKE SPECIAL

•Kitchens 
•Bathrooms 

•Laundry Rooms 
• Offices

• Countertops

CABINETS

COASTAL 
WOOD 

DESIGN, INC.

We Will Beat Any
Written Estimate

Free Design Help 
in your Home

Tear out the old
...install new
We do it all!

call
Joyce Suthard or 

richard tally
(813) 298-9902

• Sun City Center
References Available •

Licensed & Insured
Lic. #138502

Shell Point Rd.

SR 674 To Sun City Center
➔

N

• Same Dealer 
Services

• Lower Prices
• Better Care

Servicing
SCC, Ruskin &
Apollo Beach

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-2

616 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin

813-645-4632
www.totalautomotiveservices.com

FREE WIPER SET

$9999
BRAKE SPECIAL

Per axle. Replace 
pads or shoes, turn 
rotors, top fluids, 
test drive.

Most Cars & Small Trucks • Exp. 9/8/11

10% off LABOR

with any Repair over $200

See store location for details • Exp. 9/8/11
Cannot be combined w/any other coupon

See store location for details • Exp. 9/8/11
Cannot be combined w/any other coupon

on any Major Repair

Thanks to a generous grant from the Community Foundation of 
 Greater Sun City Center, George A. Lutz fund, and a special offering 
from the United Methodist Church of Sun City Center, over 500 chil-
dren of South Hillsborough County are returning to school this year with 
more than new back packs and pencils. The children had oral exams, 
were instructed in proper oral hygiene and given new toothbrushes and 
toothpaste. The Suncoast Community Health Center was on site with 
their magnificent Dental Bus, and the team applied sealants on over 150 
teeth! Some children had more complicated dental issues and were given 
referrals to schedule an appointment with a dentist who will be compen-
sated by this grant. The back-to-school event was held on Aug. 15 at the 
Good Samaritan Mission in Balm. 

Pat Hill, the Director of Ministries at the United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, was delighted with the outcome. “Our congregation 
really loves our local kids and feels this was a wonderful way to help 
them.”

For more information about this and other progams at the United Church 
of Sun City Center, call Jeff Jordan, Director of Music and the Arts, at 
(813) 634-2539. To learn more about the United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, visit the website at www.sccumc.com. 

AmAndA And Jeff JordAn Photos 

Community Foundation of Greater Sun 
City Center provides dental care

Christmas Spano & Owen, P.A. hosted this team meeting of River
view Chamber ambassadors at their recently relocated offices at 
10101 Bloomingdale Avenue, Suite 201 in Riverview on the second 
floor of the Valrico State Bank Building. 
 

missy duncAn PhotogrAPhy

Chamber ambassadors meet

Gov. Scott says 
no to camping 
at Honeymoon 
Island State Park

Governor Rick Scott, after 
consultation with the  Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) Secretary 
 Herschel  Vinyard, has  instructed 
the Florida Park Service not to 
proceed with plans for camping 
at Honeymoon Island State Park. 
In addition, the Florida Park 
Service will be evaluating how 
to proceed at Fanning Springs, 
DeLeon Springs, Edward Ball 
Wakulla Springs and any other 
parks being considered for 
campsite expansions.

“After seeing the public’s 
reaction, it is clear that this is 
not the right time to expand 
camping at Honeymoon Island 
State Park,” said Governor Rick 
Scott. “These natural treasures 
belong to all the tax-paying citi-
zens of this state and it would be 
unfair to proceed with a plan that 
so many Floridians are so ada-
mantly opposed to.”

Going forward, Governor 
Scott has instructed DEP and 
the Florida Park Service to meet 
with local communities, state 
park citizen support organiza-
tions and other park stakehold-
ers before formally proposing 
the addition of amenities or ser-
vices, including family camping, 
at any state parks.

Florida’s award-winning state 
park system is one of the larg-
est in the country with 160 
parks spanning nearly 700,000 
acres and 100 miles of sandy 
white beach. Under the leader-
ship of Governor Scott and DEP 
Secretary Vinyard, Florida’s 
state parks will continue to be 
among the best in the nation. 

For more information on 
Florida’s state parks, visit www.
FloridaStateParks.org, or www.
twitter.com/FLStateParks.

 

Veterans Advantage cards will now be recognized in Verizon Wireless 
Communications Stores nationwide, offering discounts on monthly 
wireless data and calling plans, as well as accessories. The Veterans 
Advantage card is a universal military and veteran ID program estab-
lished to recognize service to the country with benefits and savings from 
top corporations.

Veterans Advantage members presenting their “VetRewards” cards 
may receive a 15 percent discount on plans with a monthly access fee 
$34.99 or higher and data features with a monthly access fee $24.99 or 
higher when added to such plans; accessories are also eligible for a 25 
percent discount.“With the addition of Verizon Wireless to the list of 
companies recognizing the Veterans Advantage Card, cardholders now 
have a one-stop savings solution with the nation’s premier wireless car-
rier,” said H. Scott Higgins, founder and CEO of Veterans Advantage, 
and an Army Vietnam Veteran.

Veterans Advantage Card members can present their active Veterans 
Advantage “VetRewards” cards today at any Verizon Wireless owned and 
operated location and get their discounts direct from Verizon Wireless 
applied to their monthly bills.

Veterans Advantage also promotes the achievements of our military 
veterans, often earned with the skills acquired during military service, 
unique editorial profiles of TopVets, HeroVets and TopRanks. These pro-
files underscore the company’s mission of greater recognition, respect 
and rewards for all who serve our nation.

Veterans Advantage, organized by U.S. Military Veterans in 1999, 
has established the nation’s leading card benefits program dedicated to 
“Giving Back to All Who Serve.” The program’s mission is to deliver 
new respect, recognition, and rewards for U.S. Active Duty, Military 
Veterans, Retired Military, Active and Retired National Guard & 
Reservists, and their family members, who have served in all branches 
and periods of service. Those who enroll receive a benefits package with 
a personalized military “VetRewards” ID card, benefits directory, bonus 
offers, and savings benefits as a thank you for service to the country 
from top patriotic companies. Qualified applicants can enroll at www.
veteransadvantage.com.

Veterans Advantage Cards now 
recognized by Verizon wireless stores
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In my teens, I was a rock and 
roller, with an electric guitar and 
ripped-up Levi’s as my constant 
companions. Eventually reality 
took hold and I followed a path I 
thought I was supposed to follow. 
I was in my 20s when 
I went to work for one 
of America’s largest 
corporations. I wore 
new suits and silk ties, 
purchased from a high-
end department store 
owned by the corpo-
ration, and I had a cu-
bicle with a window in 
a skyscraper that al-
lowed me to look out 
at the activity and surprisingly fast 
pace of downtown Minneapolis. I 
joined the corporation after work-
ing for a national, but relatively 
small company that specialized in 
running portrait studios.

In my first week on the job, I went 
to a meeting that included man-
agers from several departments 
within my division; they were 
considering realigning part of their 
vast distribution network. A few 

minutes into the meeting, 
one manager pointed out, 
“Look, we can do this but 
it’s only going to save us 
about $100,000.”  Every-
one laughed, gathered up 
their notes and papers, 
and left the meeting. The 
proposed change wasn’t 
worth the work and the 
risk for a $100,000 sav-
ings.

I understood the rationale — par-
ticularly the risk part — but I was 
shocked. Two decades later, I’m 
still shocked. At my previous job 
with the portrait studio company, I 
would spend four months analyz-
ing numbers and projections and 
then another month or two writing 
up a detailed report and preparing 
for a formal presentation to the 
chief executive officers. If the re-
sult had been something that saved 
$100,000, I would have been given 
a round of applause and probably 
a small increase in salary. I also 
would have heard about it, along 
with pats on the back, for another 
few months.

Money, it seems, is relative. That 
first meeting at the big corporation 
taught me that.

I guess I should be terrified. Per-
haps we all should. According to 
nearly everything we see on the 
news today, the economy is in the 
tank and a big “agitate” switch is 
about to be flipped on it. Doom 
and despair are the mantra of these 
times. 

With a renewed interest in play-
ing the guitar, I’m feeling both 
doom and despair in fits and starts. 
The electric guitar, of course, 
wasn’t enough. I then needed an 
amplifier, then a few pedals, then 
strings, then a little of this and an 
awful lot of that. It seems that ev-
ery time I whip out my credit card 
to buy the next thing I “need”, a 
new headline appears with new 
and ever gorier details of our im-
pending demise. Thus, of course, 
I feel the despair — but only un-
til I decide that I need another of 
this or a few more of that. When 
that happens, of course, I tell my-
self that I’m simply doing my part 
to single-handedly jump start the 
economy.

On one hand, it doesn’t really 
matter. If we are indeed screwed, 
we are screwed — I might as well 
get a few this’s and that’s before 
the fall. Certainly, being able to 
jam on the guitar as the electricity 
is turned off will make the pain of 
the fall that much more bearable. 
Until I realize that an electric gui-
tar needs…well, electricity.

But the point is, what is the point?  
Should I stockpile my cash wait-
ing for the inevitable dark day of 
economic Armageddon?  Well, not 
if you believe those doomsayers 
who are predicting hyperinflation 
just before a total global economic 
collapse. Should I invest my cash 
in the stock market?  (OK, yeah, 
I just threw that one in as a joke.) 
Should I buy and hoard gold?  
Well, let’s see…if there is a global 
economic collapse what good is 
gold (or worse, just a few certifi-
cates stating I own some gold) go-
ing to do for me?  You can’t eat 
gold. And, unlike cash, you can’t 
even burn it to stay warm at night.

No, I decided to invest my cash 
in a really cool pedal for my gui-
tar.

Seriously, what’s the point in 

worrying about an economic col-
lapse?  If it does happen, there is 
nothing you nor I can do to stop 
it. And I’m not sure there’s a 
great way to even prepare for it. 
I’ve already mentioned the prob-
lems with cash and gold, but even 
stocking up on two years’ worth of 
canned food won’t help much after 
two years — or after the first week 
of a collapse when your starving 
neighbors are increasingly hun-
gry for your SpagettiO’s (OK, so 
that might take more than a week). 
There is no real point in freaking 
out at all. I’m beginning to believe 
that freaking out on the part of 
our nation’s overly-dramatic and 
sound-bite happy leadership is 
among the many things that got us 
into this mess in the first place.

 I do think it important to save 
for a rainy day. I do think it is im-
portant to be prepared for things in 
life. As such, I’ve decided to sell 
stuff from previous new-found ob-
sessions to help pay for the guitar 
obsession, thus reaching for a net-
neutral on my meager finances. On 
the bright side, should the SHTF 
(doomsayer and conspiracy-theo-
rist talk for “Stuff Hit The Fan” — 
it is “Stuff”, right?), I can always 
try to sell my services to various 
economic refugee groups as a trav-
eling minstrel with a really quiet, 
electric instrument without elec-
tricity. Or, perhaps, one of the na-
tion’s bazillionaires, for whom be-
ing a refugee means flying to St. 
Bart’s on a private jet, will need 
a guy who still has the ability to 
appreciate a mere $100,000 when 
analyzing their financial portfolio.

Is not freaking out a case of Nero 
fiddling while Rome burns?  Not 
so much, really. First, the violin 
was still 1,500 years away from 
being invented in 64 AD. Second, 
Nero survived the fire, so even 
if he could have been fiddling, it 
worked out for him (at least until 
he committed suicide four years 
later). Money, the economy, fear 
and loathing are all relative. Head-
lines and talking heads paid to fill 
the 24-hour news hole on cable 
shouldn’t be the ones to dictate 
that relativity for you and me. 
Right now, my relatively is mak-
ing music again. I can wear a suit 
if I have to, but I choose to wear 
shorts and an open-collared, short-
sleeved shirt with either a camera 
or a guitar over my shoulder. If the 
world ends tomorrow — and I’m 
fairly certain it won’t — at least 
I’ll be the real me if it happens. 

Next month will be a full de-
cade since this nation has mentally 
duct-taped our optimism into dirty-
bomb-proofed closets. During that 
time, it seems we’ve only peeked 
out long enough to catch the latest 
politician freak show or reality-
series star gone awry. Ten years is 
enough, I think. Perhaps we could 
all use a little more fiddling in our 
lives. u

The economy may well crash tomorrow (it probably won’t) but for 
those of us in South Hillsborough, at least the sunsets are price-
less...and free of charge.

Mitch traphagen photo

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

Fiddling while Rome burns

Trusted by Physicians & Patients Alike

Alpha Idol 2011
So, you think you can sing?

The Observer News 
office will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 5
Deadlines will advance as follows:

Classified ads ................... 4 p.m., Fri., Sept. 2
Display ads .................... 11 a.m., Fri., Sept. 2
News Releases ............. 4 p.m., Thurs., Sept. 1

Questions? 
Call: 813-645-3111

or www.ObserverNews.net
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Riverview Flea Market
34,000 sq. ft.

Air Conditioned
Accepting New Vendors

Low Monthly & Daily Rates

7415 Hwy. 301 S.
Riverview, FL 33578

813-671-9315
Hours:

Wed. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

BOOTHS
as low as

$75 per month

Booth Special

1/2 OFF
First Month’s Rent

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm

$1000 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 9/30/11

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

Casual Waterfront Dining
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers 
and Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
Live Music Every Thursday 

and Saturday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm
Sunday 11-3 pm

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

FOURSOME SPECIAL $50 4 Golfers
Exp. 9/1/11

We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: When choosing a kennel for your 
dog, ask about the policy on administering 
medications. Some kennels won’t administer 
things like eye drops or insulin.
Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~

ElEctrolysis
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Call for appt. 813-244-0341

Permanent Makeup
~ Eyebrows, Liner and Lips ~

813-562-7485 Sun City Center

Women’s Chorus seeks new talent
Recently The Women’s Chorus of Sun City Center shared an abun-

dance of exciting news about changes taking place this season. All i’s 
have been dotted, t’s crossed and the ducks are all in a row in anticipa-
tion of their first rehearsal. Let’s see, a new director, a new accompa-
nist and music. What could possibly be missing? Why new members of 
course. Many singers began their journey with the chorus as audience 
 members.

While enjoying a concert, they made a mental note to watch for 
announcements on rehearsal dates and times. They took the leap and 
attended a rehearsal; liked what they saw and heard, and joined.If sing-
ing is your passion and fills you with joy, this is the perfect time to join 
the chorus. Women from Sun City Center, Kings Point and surrounding 
communities are always welcome. Have a few questions?

Browse their Facebook page, SCC Women’s Chorus. It’s packed with 
additional information and pictures.

The Women’s Chorus will meet at 9 a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 15 at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church, 1239 Del Webb Blvd. W., SCC. 

The Women’s Chorus of SCC starts up for season.

AARP Driver Safety program offered 

The South Shore Senior Singles 
group, a new ministry of the Sun 
City Center United Methodist 
Church (SSUMC), will meet from 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
28 at The Alley in Riverview 
for open bowling, then meet at 
Applebee’s (across from The 
Alley) for dinner afterward. For 
more information, or make a res-
ervation, call Patti at (813) 634-
7171.

A cruise around the bay has been 
planned for Oct. 1, originating in 
Sarasota, from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Lunch is included. Call for more 

information, as your prepaid res-
ervation must be received before 
your reservation can be honored.

The South Shore Senior Singles 
group was organized for those 
age 50+, for all the South Shore 
area, which includes Riverview, 
Sun City Center, Apollo Beach, 
Gibsonton, Ruskin, and Brandon, 
to provide non-threatening atmo-
sphere for singles to meet and 
have fun. The group meets once 
a month at The Alley for bowling 
and fun (fourth Sunday of each 
month from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., then 
to Applebee’s for dinner); a  local 
restaurant for dining and dancing; 
and other fun events as scheduled.

Meet at The Alley 
in RiverviewThe Observer News 

CARRIER OF THE WEEK

Hilda Rodriquez is the youngest of our delivery persons and has 
been with The Observer News two years delivering 2,000 Riverview 
Current issues to retailers. She has six children that help her and 
sometimes her parents chip in. She also is a caregiver during the 
day. Hilda is always happy and does the job quickly without any 
hassles. Good work Hilda, we appreciate you!

September Driver Safety 
Programs in South County will 
be held in both one- and two-day 
classes. AARP members cost is 
$12 and non-members cost $14.

Riverview/Brandon classes will 
be held at 11210 Bloomingdale 
Ave. The Riverview/Brandon coor-
dinator is Roger Block, (813) 629-

3365.Those living in Riverview or 
Brandon may call Pat Manack, at 
(813) 653-7249 to register.People 
living in Apollo Beach, Ruskin 
and Sun City Center may register 
at Encore Bank, (813) 634-8001. 
Their district coordinator is Lou 
Tovey of Sun City  Center, (813) 
634-7399.

SENIOR MONDAYS
Many popular items

DISCOUNTED 50%
in addition to weekly 

specials. Always LOW, 
REASONABLE PRICES!!

SAVE...SAVE...SAVE
BRING THIS AD

your purchase of $25
Before sales tax • Exp. 9/30/11

St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
Behind St. Anne Church and next to 

Kennco Mfg.

$10 Off
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The Perfect Piece
Used Quality Furniture & Accessories

2406 College Ave. • Ruskin • 813-645-1800
Stop by...you’ll be pleasantly surprised!

$10

$10

$10 OffPresent this 
ad for

any purchase 
of $50 or 

more!

 WE BUY 
& SELL

Is your home making you sick?

 

FREE
Mold Inspection 

Call for Details$4995
Includes 
10 Vents,
1 Main, and
1 Return

813-222-3438We also offer:
Testing & Removal

Bob’s
Jewelry Repair

$5

201B US 41 S. • Ruskin • 645-0929
New Hours: Monday - Friday 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Honesty, Integrity, Service
BUY & SELL U.S. COINS/GOLD

U
S 

41

Shell Point Rd.

SR 674 (College Ave.)

To SCC/KP

• Library

Watch 
Batteries
Installed + tax

Why us?
• Experience
• Reputation
• Dependability

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
1544 27th Street SE

Ruskin, FL 33570
www.BratesAluminum.com

Brate Built Construction Inc.
Certified Building Contractor Lic. 

#CBC1250631

• SUNROOMS
• SCREEN 
ROOMS

CASH
DISCOUNTS!
NO MONEY 

DOWN!!

Sept. 1 - Nov. 30, 2011

YOUR CHOICE OF 
ONE:

FREE Screen upgrade 1. 
with purchase of 
screen enclosure;

FREE one time 2. 
window washing up 
to $30 value with 
sun room purchase;

5% DISCOUNT for 3. 
cash

Offers cannot be combined. Please 
present coupon at appointment
Call Brate Aluminum

649-1599

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR 
EVERY ROOM IN YOUR HOUSE 

Visit our store for indoor or outdoor furniture. We have a 
wide variety of Dining Sets, Seating Groups, Bedroom 

Collections, Barstools, Plasma TV Stands and Shelving Units.
NEED NEW CUSHIONS? Bring your old cushions 

and get a free quote today.

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices

Call for
Directions

We make 

Custom 

Cushions!

GULF BREEZE 

SALE $839

Delivery 
Available

Got Gold? GET CASH TODAY!!
We Pay CASH and
We Pay the MOST!

if you need some extra cash to take a vacation, pay a 
bill, or are just tired of digging through old jewelry to 

get to your favorites, we will pay you top dollar and we 
will pay you in cash. 

GettinG cash for your

Gold,
Silver &

Platinum
has neVer Been so easy!!

HONEST, SAFE & SECURE
South Bay Gold Buyers

www.southbaygoldbuyers.com

813-645-1723
812 U.S. 41 • Ruskin, FL 33570

(Next to Amscot)

FREE
Professional

ring 
cleaning

with mention of this ad

NOW BUYING Sterling Flatware, 
Sterling Coffee & Tea Sets, 

Gold/Silver Coins & Gift Cards

DIABETICS SHOE
REPAIR

Bring Old Shoes Back to Life!

MAIN LOCATION
1201 1st St. SW • RUSKIN
(1 block S. of S.R. 674 off US 41)

BRANDON
Signature Cleaners

798 W. Lumsden ‘La Viva Plaza’
(corner of Kings & Lumsden)

RIVERVIEW
Summerfield Cleaners
11317 Big Bend Road

(next to Kidz Time)

• Do you have calluses on your feet?
• Any tingling and/or burning?
• Deformities and/or Neuropathy?
You may qualify for one pair of Diabetic 

Shoes at very little or no cost to you!

813-645-5800
WE CAN COME TO YOU!

2 AdditionAl Shoe RepAiR 
dRop off locAtionS

COUPON REQUIRED

Ladies’ Spike
Heels

Men’s Rubber Half 
Soles & Heels

$7.95 $35.95Reg. 
$10.95

Reg. 
$47.95

Not valid with any other offer.  Exp.10/31/2011

FURNITURE • ACCESSORIES 
• BLINDS • WALLPAPER

and our specialty 
CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS

Since 1987

design shoppe INC.

the

F U R N I T U R E
G A L L E RY

16640 U.S. Hwy. 301 South

633-1417

674
SCC Publix Wal-Mart

301

Who is your HOMETOWN FAVORITE?
Let them know it by dropping by and 

supporting local business owners.

SHOP LOCALLY!
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902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

Basic Traditional Burial
$2,500

DIRECT CREMATION $925

Zipperer’s Funeral Home

813-645-6130

includes 20-gauge steel casket

EXP. 12/31/11

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Board Certified Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Brandi Broughton, PA-C

Offering Botox, Restylane and various cosmetic 
products and services

Physician of
the Year
2005

Same Day Appointments • FREE Skin Screening

813-880-7546
Insurance accepted: Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 

Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, and many more

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Singer to perform
at New Beginnings 
Fellowship

On Sunday, Sept. 4 at the 10:30 
a.m. service New Beginnings Fel-
lowship will be blessed to have 
Debbie Domer as a guest. Deb-
bie is a local woman that travels 
all over the country spreading the 
Gospel through song, preaching 
and a wonderful puppet ministry. 
She will have the puppets with her 
on this visit so come prepared to 
have a good time in the Lord. The 
church is located at 1120 27th St. 
S.E. Ruskin.

For more information, call Pas-
tor Lewis Brady at 813-654-1018.

Debbie Domer

Backpacks of Hope
Metropolitan Ministries Executive Assistant, Linda Shaw, and As-
sociate Pastor Rev. Ruth Richardson, receive backpacks for give-
aways to needy children from the United Community Church in Sun 
City Center. 

Hazel martin PHoto

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
welcomes Dr. Mark E. Salmon as 
its new pastor. His first service 
was Sunday, Aug l.

Pastor Mark brings a significant 
background to St. Andrew. His 
education consists of a Bachelor's 
degree in Political Science from 
the University of South Carolina, 
Master of Divinity from Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Semi-
nary and Doctor of Ministry from 
Trinty Theological Seminary. 

He has had regular continuing 
education credits through profes-
sional associations (Approved by 
American Psychological Associa-
tion and National Board for Certi-
fied Counselors).

He has served congregations in 
Belton, Texas and Denison, Tex-
as, and his most recent position 
was pastor at Grace Presbyterian 
Church in Corpus Christi, Texas.

He has traveled extensively to 
Israel (37 times), Guatemala (14 
times), South America and Mexico 
conducting worship and study ses-
sions. While in Texas he was Base-
ball Chaplin for the Houston Astro 
Baseball organization.

The pastor has been married to 
his wife Dee for 37 years and has 
one daughter, Mariana.

Ken KetcHum PHoto

Dr, Mark E. Salmon is the new 
pastor at St. Andrew Presbyte-
rian Church in Sun City Center.

St. Andrew 
welcomes new 
pastor

Cancer Concerns 
Group

The Cancer Concerns Group 
will discuss Health Maintenance 
Through Nutrition.

Everyone is welcome at the 
United Community Church, 1501 
La Jolla Ave. at 1 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 9. 

Registered Dietitian Shirley 
 Allen from South Bay Hospital ad-
vises attendees about dining out, in 
the local restaurants and the  latest 
information about nutrition. 

Bring your family, friends and 
neighbors. There will be infor-
mation that is valuable to you as 
a survivor, caregiver and for your 
general knowledge. 

There is no charge or reserva-
tions. For more information, call 
facilitator Hazel Martin at (813) 
642-9020.

Church movie night
Friendship Baptist Church is 

sponsoring Movie Night, Saturday, 
Aug. 27 at 5 p.m. The movie, Soul 
Surfer, is based on a true story. 

Bring the family for fun, food 
and friends. As always, it's free.

As a reminder the congregation 
is collecting diapers for Florida 
Baptist Children's Homes until 
Nov. 6. Friendship Baptist Church 
is located in Sun City Center at 
1511 El Rancho Drive.

The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, 1210 Del Webb 
Blvd. West, is proud to announce 
special services and a community 
observance on the 10th Anniversary 
of 9/11 entitled Services of Remem-
brance, Reflection and  Recovery. 

There will be two special worship 
services in the morning. The first 
of these will begin at 8:46 a.m., the 
time of the first attack on the Twin 
Towers, and end at 10:03 a.m., the 
time of the crash of Flight 92.

This early service will feature mu-
sic, poetry, film, imagery, narration, 
prayer and scripture. The second 
worship service at 10:55 a.m. will 
be similar to the first in content but 
will also feature choir and orches-
tra. The choral selections for this 
service will include works from the 
Requiems of Mozart, Brahms and 
Faure as well appropriate pieces 
for the occasion arranged by Joseph 
Martin. 

The afternoon community 

Remembering 9/11 at the United Methodist Church.

 observance at 2 p.m. will include 
the material presented in the morn-
ing worship services and will addi-
tionally feature local Fire and Res-
cue personnel, Law Enforcement 
officers, a special Color Guard and 
additional poetry, film and testi-
mony. The choir will also be aug-
mented by more than 40 additional 
choristers from the community. 
This afternoon observance should 
last approximately 90 minutes. 

The sanctuary holds approximate-
ly 750, so the public is asked to ar-
rive early to be sure to get a seat for 
the event.

It’s not too late to be part of the 
community choir for these obser-
vances. 

To join the ensemble or for ad-
ditional information about this and 
other events and activities at the 
United Church of Sun City Center, 
or for any other information call 
Jeff Jordan, church Director of Mu-
sic and the Arts, at 813-634-2539. 

Special remembrance services at United Methodist of SCC

A man’s pride brings him low, but 
a man of lowly spirit gains honor.

Proverbs 29:23

Hh
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Area Places of Worship

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2

THROUGH 12TH
GRADE

820 COLLEGE AVE. W.
RUSKIN, FL 33570

645-6439

Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship............8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service................7:00 p.m.
Awana .............................................7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org
A Resource for Families

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer

 www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
Growing by Faith from Generation to Generation

Rev. Tracy H. Wilder • Church Office: 813-645-1521
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. - Contemporary Service and Sunday School

at West Campus (S.R. 674 and 9th Street SE, Ruskin)
8:00 a.m. - Traditional Service and 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion with Choir at 

East Campus (1015 Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center)
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WITH HOLY COMMUNION AND HEALING HOLY OIL

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Come join us to 
learn about God’s 

Word and salvation 
in Jesus Christ

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

Pat Fleming
Pat Fleming, wife of Phil Fleming of 

Sun City Center, Fla., went home to 
Jesus Aug. 11, 2011 after a long battle 
with cancer. She was born on Nov. 20, 
1935.

Pat is survived by her five children, 
Kathy Fleming of Elsie, Michigan; Jean 
George (Gary) of Beavercreek, Ohio; 
Julie Denton (Robert) of Vacaville, 
Calif.; Stephanie Martines (Victor) 
of Las Cresenta, Calif.; and Philip 
Fleming, Jr. (Sheila) of Osceola, Ind.; 
and 16 grandchildren.

Pat graduated from Detroit’s Mt. 
Carmel Mercy Hospital School of 
Nursing as a Registered Nurse. She 
received her BSN from St. Joseph’s 
College in Windham, Maine. Pat was 
one of the founders of the Hospice 
of Hillsdale, and was instrumental in 
establishing the Volunteer Center of 
Hillsdale. She also served as a nurse 
with the Christian Medical Society in 
Central America and was a presenter 
for the Retrouvaille program of 
Southwest Ohio.

A memorial service will be held at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church on 
Thursday, Aug. 25 at 9 a.m.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to Hospice of HIllsborough.

Sandy Blodgett
Sandy Blodgett, 65, died Aug. 18, 

2011. 
She is survived by her husband, 

Clarence Ray Blodgett, Jr., two children, 
Lisa Blodgett Warden (Robert) and 
Douglas R. Blodgett, II (Kathleen) four 
grandchildren, Logan Blodgett, Samuel 
Warden, Chase Blodgett, Grace 
Warden; one brother, Kenneth Dotson 
(Judy); and one sister, Carol Franklin 
(Darrell) .

Her memorial service is scheduled 
for August 25, 2011 at 1 p.m. at the 
National Cremation & Burial Society, 
308 E. College Avenue, Ruskin, FL 
33570.

Donations can be made to American 
Cancer Society.

Robert J. Graves
Robert J. Graves, Sr., 82, died Aug. 

19 and is now at rest in the hands of the 
Lord. He was born in Adamsville, Fla. on 
April 14, 1928. He is survived by his wife 
Sylvia, two sons: Robert, Jr. (Marcey) 
and Richard (Lori) and daughter 
Susan (Rich). He is also survived by 
seven grandchildren: Robert III, David 
(Carrie), Candice, Richard Jr., Melody, 
Tyler and Patrick; one brother-in-law: 
Dan Suggs (Rhonda) and many nieces 
and nephews. 

A funeral service was held 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2011 at Sun 
City Center Funeral Home, Sun City 
Center.

Leon Humphrey 
Leon Humphrey, 42, of Ruskin, FL, 

was embraced by the arms of Jesus 
August 21, 2011. He will be deeply 
missed. Survivors include his mother, 
Betty Bortell, step father James Bortell, 
brother Jacob, and sister Gina.

Karen E. Neal 
Karen E. (Wilbert) Neal, 59, of Ruskin, 

FL, formerly of Big Rapids, Mich., 
passed away July 25 unexpectedly with 
her husband Michael while out enjoying 
a morning motorcycle ride. 

Karen was born January 28, 1952 
in Cleveland, OH daughter of Robert 
and Helen (Wiemels) Wilbert. Karen 
and her large family of brothers and 
sisters grew up in Cleveland Ohio and 
relocated to Central Michigan in the 
1960’s. Karen was employed by the 
Big Rapids School System for many 
years and was also very involved with 
many community organizations. Karen 
was a member of the Eagles Aerie 
#2535 and the AmVets Post #1941, 
both of Big Rapids. Karen retired with 
husband Mike to Ruskin Fla., in 2006, 
where they joined the Moose Lodge 
#813 and the Eagles Aerie #4351. 
They were both active members of the 
Eagle Riders and the Moose Riders 
motorcycle clubs. 

Karen’s family and friends will 
remember her most for her fun-loving 
carefree attitude towards love and life. 
She was a free spirit who lived her life 
to the fullest and passed doing what 
she loved with the man she loved. 
She is survived by her two daughters 
Katherine (Noel) Creel and Rebecca 
(Michael) Bowyer, stepsons Sean 
(Kimberly) Newman and Joel Newman, 
all of Big Rapids; a grandson, Ryder 
Newman and a granddaughter, Gracie 
Mehlhorn; five brothers Donald (June) 
Wilbert, James (Nancy) Wilbert, 
Kenneth Wilbert, Edward (Shannon) 
Wilbert, and Raymond Wilbert; her 
sister, Joan Neal; along with many 
nieces, nephews and cousins. Karen 
was preceded in death by her father 
Robert Wilbert and mother Helen 
Wilbert. Karen chose her final resting 
place as Mount Mckinley, Alaska, which 
is home to her twin brother Ken, may 
she be close to him always.

A memorial service was held at the 
Daggett-Gilbert Funeral Home in Big 
Rapids.

Memorial contributions may be made 
in Karen’s name to the Mecosta County 
Animal Shelter or the Eagles Club 
#2535 of Big Rapids, MI. 

Share a memory or leave a 
condolence for the family at www.
daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com.

Michael E. Newman
Michael E. Newman, 60, of Ruskin 

FL, formerly of Big Rapids, passed 
away unexpectedly with his wife Karen 
while enjoying a morning motorcycle 
ride July 25, 2011.

Michael was born February 19, 1951 
in Lansing, Mich., to Ernest Jr. and Helen 
(Darling) Newman. As a child Mike’s 
family built a cottage at Chippewa Lake 
and that drew him to this area as an 
adult. Mike was employed at MichCon 
for over 34 years, retiring to Ruskin 
Florida in 2006. Mike was a member of 
Eagles Aerie #2535 and AmVets Post 
#1941 both of Big Rapids, as well as 
Eagles Aerie #4351, Eagle Riders, the 
Moose Lodge #813 and Moose Riders 
all of Ruskin, Fla, and the American 
Legion Post #309 in Palmetto, Fla. 

Michael will be forever missed by his 
loving family and friends. Although his 
passing was too soon, they do take 
comfort in knowing he passed while 
doing what he loved and with the one 
he loved.

He is survived by two sons; Sean 
(Kimberly) Newman and Joel Newman 
all of Big Rapids; a grandson, Ryder 
Newman; granddaughter, Gracie 
Mehlhorn; step-daughters, Katherine 
(Noel) Creel of Antioch, TN; Rebecca 
(Michael) Bowyer of Battle Creek; step-
son, Darrell Pollaski of Big Rapids; 
his parents, Ernest “Ike” and Delores 
Newman of Chippewa Lake; two 
sisters, Pamela Rock of Ruskin, FL, 
and Cindy Mikula of Mt. Pleasant along 
with several nieces and nephews.

Mike was preceded in death by wife, 
Victoria (DeCraene) Newman; wife, 
Jana (Wineger) Newman; grandson, 
Seth Michael Newman; granddaughter, 
Autumn Leigh Newman; brother-in-law, 
Robert Rock.

A memorial service for Mike took place 
at the Daggett-Gilbert Funeral Home 
in Big Rapids. Memorial contributions 
in Mikes name may be made to The 
Eagles Club # 2535 of Big Rapids or to 
the Mecosta County Animal Shelter.

Share a memory or leave a 
condolence for the family at www.
daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com. 

Hh

Area Obituaries

The LORD is my light and my 
salvation — whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my 
life — of whom shall I be afraid? 

When the wicked, even mine 
enemies and my foes, came upon 

me they stumbled and fell. 
Psalm 27:1-2

Guest preacher
Friendship Baptist Church 

hosted Pastor Toby Gebeh, a 
teacher visiting from Liberia. 
Several months ago he and others 
formed a school in Liberia starting 
with three students and now boasts 
more than 150 students. 

They are partially supported by 
the South Baptist Mission. Gebeh's 
message was: Love God and 
Neighbor with your whole self; be 
a good Samaritan and minister to 
all. 

Friendship Baptist church is 
located at 1511 El Rancho Dr., Sun 
City Center.

Style show to be held Sept. 6
The Fun Brigade will have a 

Vintage style show at the United 
Community Chruch, 1501 La Jolla 
Ave., Sun City Center.

Everyone in the South County 
area is invited to attend. There will 
be hors d'oeuvres/appetizers. 

The date is Tuesday, Sept. 6 at 2 
p.m.. 

People are encouraged to sign up 

to model as well as attend. 
They consider “vintage” to be 

clothing worn before the year 
2000.

Those who don't want to dress 
up may come for fun. There is no 
charge.

For more information call Paula 
Lickfeldt at 633-6739 or Karl 
Buffington at 634-7062.

Morning prayer, healing service
After a great deal of consider-

ation, it was decided that starting 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, at 10 a.m. 
and on each Wednesday thereaf-
ter, the morning prayer and heal-
ing services previously held at St. 
John the Divine Episcopal Church 
in Ruskin will now be held at St. 
John’s Sun City Center campus, 
1015 Del Webb Bllvd.

The decision was based on the 
fact that there is a greater imme-
diate need in Sun City Center and 
most of those now attending the 
service are residents of the SCC 

community. The healing service 
will be held periodically at the 
Ruskin campus.

Morning prayer from the Prayer 
Book lasts approximately 30 min-
utes. The healing service starts 
after and consists of gentle laying 
on of hands and prayers of healing 
by a prayer team with a message 
of healing. This service provides a 
mid-week time to pray and be with 
the Lord. 

All in the community are invited 
to attend Wednesday mornings for 
individual or intercessory prayers. 
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

First Church of Christ, Scientist

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ................

All Are Welcome

Area Places of Worship

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

U.S. Hwy. 41 • 106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Daily .........................................................Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:30 p.m.

Confession ...................... Wednesday 6:45 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Fr. John McEvoy
Pastor

813-645-1714
SaintAnneRuskin.org

Saint Anne Catholic Church

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

Area Obituary

We’re more than 
just business 

cards...
We print newsletters, 
bulletins, post cards, 

membership directories, 
tickets, posters, 

letterhead, envelopes, etc. 
Call us for ALL your 

church printing needs.
813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

David W. Oliver 
INCOSE to the Object Management 
Group that develops UML as a 
standard for software engineering. In 
2001 International Council on Systems 
Engineering (INCOSE) named Dr. 
Oliver a fellow for his contributions 
to the art and practice of Systems 
Engineering.

Outside of the Lab, Oliver loved the 
outdoors and loved camping, hiking 
and canoeing in the Adirondacks with 
his family and friends. One of Oliver’s 
grandson’s, William Oliver, said his 
grandfather instilled in him a love and 
respect for the outdoors and for the 
need to protect the ecosystems which 
comprise our planet. Dr. Oliver was 
passionate and outspoken about the 
effects of global warming on the planet, 
gave numerous lectures on the topic 
and worked on a local political level 
to encourage the adoption of planet 
friendly policies. He loved poetry and 
belonged to a number of poetry groups. 
Dr. Oliver was also very involved in 
Interfaith Power and Light in both 
Rhode Island and Florida. He spoke 
most recently on the topics of Global 
Climate Change and on Divisions in 
the Islamic World and Approaches to 
Islam.

Oliver was born in the kitchen of his 
grandparent’s home in Falls Church, 
Virginia in 1932 and lived in a small 
log cabin built by his father during 
the great depression. He attended 
Roanoke College in Salem Virginia and 
then attended the United States Naval 
Academy. He served as a midshipman 
on the USS weeks, Aircraft carrier 
Ticonderoga and the Battleship 
Missouri. He received a Master’s 
Degree in physics from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute in 1956 and his 
PhD in physics from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in 1961.

Dave and his second wife Diane lived 
for many years in Ballston Lake New 
York and relocated to Wakefield, RI and 
Sun City, Florida. He is survived by his 
wife Diane and her two sons, Corey and 
Jason Lexell; and four grandchildren; 
Ava Lexell, John Lexell, Ethan Lexell, 
Chase Lexell.

In addition, Oliver is survived by his 
first wife Anne Oliver Webb and his 
children, David Oliver, James Oliver, 
Barbara Oliver Forth and Carol Oliver; 
and seven grandchildren; Laura Forth, 
Andrew Forth, William Oliver, Grace 
Oliver, Michael Oliver, Elizabeth Oliver, 
Margaret Oliver.

There will be two memorial serv ices to 
honor David’s memory. The first service 
will be held on Aug. 27 at 11 a.m. at the 
United Methodist Church in Creason 
Hall 1210 Del Webb Blvd.W, Sun City 
Center, FL 33573. The second serv ice 
will be held on Sept. 10 at 11 a.m. at St. 
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, East Beach 
Rd., Charlestown, RI 02813.

Donations in Dave’s name may be 
made to either of these churches or 
to Sunshine State Interfaith Power 
and Light, attention: Andy Bell, 5995 
Dr. Martin Luther King South, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33705. The Interfaith 
Power and Light’s mission is to be faithful 
stewards of Creation by responding to 
global warming through the promotion 
of energy conservation, energy 
efficiency and renewable energy. This 
campaign intends to protect the earth’s 
ecosystems, safeguard the health 
of a Creation, and ensure sufficient, 
sustainable energy for all.

Dr. Oliver started his career at the 
research center studying material 
sciences and process development 
with a focus on identifying materials 
which could be used in the production 
of semiconductors. He also conducted 
research into microwave acoustic 
materials which were developed for 
radar jamming and used to develop 
microwave ovens. He also developed 
new high temperature crystal growing 
techniques and control systems 
for crystal growing and evaluated 
new crystal types for the ultrasonic 
propagation characteristics. He holds 
over 20 patents, published twenty two 
papers on systems engineering and 
authored a book entitled Engineering 
Complex Systems with Models and 
Objects, McGraw Hill 1997. 

Later in his career, Oliver left research 
and took on a number of management 
positions at the GE CRD. He managed 
the initial development of the Cross-
Omega Machine, a massively parallel 
SIMD computer sponsored by DARPA. 
Dr. Oliver managed over one hundred 
scientists and engineers in the 
Automation and Control Laboratory 
with a focus on factory automation. At 
GE he led the development of Systems 
Engineering tools and processes, the 
Teamwork Ada software tool sold by 
Cadre Technologies, and an X-Ray 
tomographic inspection system for 
turbine blades. He has contributed to 
medical and quality real-time diagnostic 
systems, high temperature crystal 
growth and materials processing. 
He managed the Quality Branch for 
quality inspection, the CRD Microwave 
Branch, the CRD Computer Science 
Branch and the GE-CRD Liaison Group 
for technical transition and liaison to 
all the GE businesses. He performed 
liaison to the Aircraft Engine Business 
establishing new programs, and 
evaluated the annual strategic plans for 
many GE businesses.

The programs he contributed to 
and managed, led to the development 
of unprecedented materials, factory 
automation systems and products as 
well as the deployment of a number of 
significant new technologies. His work 
resulted in the development of medical 
ultrasonic imaging systems for real-time 
cardiac imaging, the development of an 
ultrasonic microscopy system for the 
inspection of powder metallurgy alloys 
for turbine disks and the development 
of a computer tomographic X-ray 
inspection system for turbine blade 
inspection for GE aircraft engine 
division. Some of his research directly 
made possible materials used for 
microwave ovens, stealth fighter 
technology, radar jamming equipment, 
stealth submarine technology and non-
destructive testing equipment that lead 
to safer more reliable jet engines.

While he managed the Computer 
Science Branch at GE CRD, members 
of this organization won the 1993 Turing 
Award for creating complexity theory. 
He was a charter member of the GE 
Aerospace Systems Engineering and 
Software Engineering Sub-councils of 
engineering Productivity Improvements 
which is now pervasive through 
Lockheed-Martin. 

Dr. Oliver retired from GE in June 
1994 but continued to consult and write 
extensively on systems engineering. 
Oliver provided consulting and training 
in the model based development 
of complex systems - products, 
processes, and organizations. He was 
the INCOSE liaison to the ISO/SC4 
AP233 standards body generating 
an international standard information 
model for the automated exchange 
of systems engineering information 
among tools. He was acting liaison from 

Metropolitan Ministries is one 
of the special missions sponsored 
by the United Community Church, 
1501 La Jolla Ave., Sun City Cen-
ter. 

The "Backpacks of Hope" proj-
ect endeavors to meet the needs 
for over 5300 children in the Tam-
pa Bay area.

Donations of backpacks and 
school supplies may be deposited 
at any time in the collection bar-
rels found in the church.

Monetary contributions can be 
made using the special envelopes 
found in the Narthex. Just remem-
ber, "Backpacks carry more than 
school supplies------they carry 
dreams."

For information about Metropol-
itan Ministries call 813-209-1000 
or log on to www.metromin.org 
for further information.

United Community 
Church supports 
‘Backpacks for 
Hope”

Vacation Bible 
school a success

The members at St. John the Di-
vine Episcopal Church say God 
was working through them to reach 
children at the recent PandaMania 
and Teen Takeover! Vacation Bible 
School was offered to all children 
in South Shore for free. 

 There were 96 children who at-
tended PandaMania Vacation Bi-
ble School at the Ruskin Campus, 
and 24 youth attended TeenTake-
over VBS at the Sun City Center 
Campus. 

More than 50 parishioners of St. 
John the Divine and The Lord's 
Lighthouse Ministry volunteered. 
More than $900 in cash plus at 
least another 400 were donated. 

Want a closer connection with 
God? Want to hear His messages 
to you? Sunday, Sept. 18, Unity 
Community of Joy invites you to 
share Valleri’s spiritual knowledge 
two ways. At the 10 a.m. service, 
her talk is entitled “Listen Without 
Ceasing.” 

Listening provides the connec-
tion between our thoughts and 
our actions. Listening allows us to 
have the two-way communication 
with the Universe that is absolutely 
necessary in order to co-create the 
lives that we’ve always imagined. 
The more we listen, the more we’ll 
co-create.

A two-hour workshop that same 
day, begins at noon and is titled 
“The Key to a Co-created Life.” 

It is a discussion on the nature of 
the Universe’s messages, our role 
as recipients and the importance 
of looking beyond the message’s 
packaging to discover its guid-
ance. Discussed also will be ways 
to open a receptive mind and heart, 
consciously removing all barriers, 
boundaries or blockages that might 
hinder or deflect the messages di-
rected towards us. Learn to medi-
tate with your eyes open, using the 
technique of ‘flowing meditation.’ 
This ensures that our channels of 
listening, our intellect and our in-
tuition, are always focused on the 
Universe and its messages of guid-
ance. In addition, we’ll explore 
several other methods to raise our 
‘listening awareness.’ A basket will 
be passed for a love offering. For 
more information, call (813) 298-
7745.

Unity Community of Joy 
presents

‘Listening Without 
Ceasing’
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Closed Sunday & Monday 
813-645-9200

Apollo Beach Shopping Center (next to Westshore Pizza)

Flamingo & U.S. 41 • Apollo Beach
www.bestagainfurniture.com

®

Layaway
Available

Model Home & Consigned Furniture & Accessories

FACTORY CLOSEOUTS
Artwork & Mirrors at Great Prices!
• Living Rooms • Bedrooms 

• Dining Rooms

10% 
Off 

Bring this
coupon for

Not valid with any other 
specials or coupons

Walk-In
Urgent
Care
Clinic No long waits in the ER

ER Physician Available
Workmen’s Compensation and Employee Services

• Cuts • Lacerations • Fractures • Infections 
• Sports & Employment Physicals

• On-the-Job Accidents • Pediatric Illnesses

State-of-the-Art Lab 
and X-Rays Onsite
NO APPOINTMENT 
NECESSARY

OPEN 7 DAYS • 9 AM to 9 PM

Weight 
Loss, Laser 

& Botox

APOLLO BEACH
6015 Rex Hall Lane

641-0068
Sports

Physicals
$25

BRANDON
107 Robertson St.

651-4100

Indulge in the Riches of Gold and Silver at

WE BUY GOLD, 
SILVER & COINS

Wide
Variety of

Gold & Silver 
Coins For
Investing

BUY ~ SELL ~ ESTIMATES ~ APPRAISALS

813-938-1104 • 727-543-9247
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

and by appointment

www.coinsandgold.net • abccoin@live.com

Coins, Unwanted Jewelry

We Pay 
Top $$

5916 Fortune Plaza
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Italian Restaurant
& Pizzeria

Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. & 4-9 p.m.
Closed Sunday & Monday

813-645-5351
431 19th Ave. NE • Ruskin
(inside Village Shoppes, old K-Mart)

Catering Available
• Beer & Wine •

BACK FROM
VACATION!

Daily Lunch Specials
Starting $5.95

THURSDAY SPECIAL
Large Cheese Pizza

$8.95
Cazoni®

“Baked Pizza Sandwich”

1649 Sun City Center Plaza • Ste 103
(next to SCC Chamber of Commerce)

Sun City Center, FL 

New & 
Used 

Golf Cart 
Sales & 
Service

Brand New
Golf Cart

5 Year Warranty*

FULLY LOADED
$4,999

Bring in this ad 
and get a

FREE LED FLASHLIGHT
($5.95 value)

Fall Special!

Dr. DeVol and staff at

SUN CITY DENTAL CENTER
would like to show appreciation to our current 

patients* who volunteer with local 
Charities and Organizations

Your Next Regular 
Cleaning** Is On Us!

Thank you for all you do!
Call our office for details

813-633-2636
*Must present volunteer card. *Seen within the last 2 years. 

**Does not include x-rays.

$75 value
01110

Call Ann Chambliss (813) 245-8228
apucino1@verizon.net • LICENSED / INSURED Available hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Has shopping become too much of a hassle? 
Or, maybe you just don’t have the time.

• Companion Services Available • No trip charge within 30 miles of travel

$15 Flat Charge
for any local shopping trip.

GROCERIES DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
As your “Personal Shopper” I can assist you by taking care of 

ALL your shopping needs:
 • Groceries • Postage Stamps • Reading Materials
 • Pharmacy Pickups • Clothing/Shoes • Personal Items

The items purchased will be delivered to your door, brought 
inside, or I can even assist in putting them away.

Support your HOMETOWN FAVORITE 
businesses by frequenting these advertisers. 

They’re here year ‘round to serve you.
SHOP LOCALLY!

The Observer News
is included on 

Univ. of FL website
The University of Florida 

newspaper archive website 
can be found at 

ufdc.ufl.edu/newspapers
Once you’re there, type in 

The Observer News 
in the search box and 

click “Go.” Archives from 
January 2010 through the 
current issue will become 

available. While you’re 
at the site, view some 
of Florida’s historical 
news in the form of 

printed newspapers and 
periodicals.
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To place an ad call
813.645.3111 ext. 201

Fax: 813.645.1792
$17.00

up to 20 words
30¢ addl. word

Deadline is Monday
at 4pm

THE SHOPPER
 Classified advertising

The Observer News, The SCC Observer and The Riverview Current

®

CARDS

M & M Printing Co., Inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland Estates Ave., SW
Ruskin, Florida 33570

310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE 312 ESTATE SAlES

AUgUST 25, 2011

MARINE

400

TRANSPORTATION

450 
458 PARTS & SERvICE

Classified Is Convenient

210 Woodland Estate Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl  813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Why drive 20 miles for your printing?  
We are the local source for  

business cards, letterhead, invoices,  
posters, tickets, etc.  

Your  neighborhood printer.

Your best Advertising Buy!
The Observer News

105 PERSONAl
Light Weight Catholic Spiritual Growth & 
Weight Loss  program. Meetings Monday 
afternoon. 12 week session include: 
Bible study, video & discussion. Orienta-
tion 8/29/11, 2-4pm.; Sun Towers  first 
floor lounge. Initial fee includes, material 
& workbook. For info. 813-633-5406 

Name:  _____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________

The Observer News • The sCC Observer • The riverview CurreNT

THE SHOPPER
Classified advertising

To place a classified ad
call 813-645-3111 Ext. 201;
fill out the form below and fax to

813-645-1792; or mail this form to
The Shopper

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570
Up to 20 words
$17.00

30¢ for each 
additional word 

DEADlINE:
Ad and payment must 

be received by 4:00 p.m. 
Monday for publication in 

that week’s edition.

Classification:  ___________________  

Ad copy as you wish it to appear:

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

®

CARDS

Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classified by going 
to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE
Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 Indiana 
St., Gibsonton (1 block off US 41, 1 block 
north Gibsonton Dr.,) Wednesday thru 
Saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, 
lots misc. Ministry First Baptist Gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Moving sale. Furniture, kitchen, garage 
& misc. Saturday, 8am-? 644 Flamingo 
Dr., Apollo Beach. 

Above The Rest  
Upscale resale shop. Furniture, lamps, 

glassware, home decor, jewelry, 
handbags, many items on sale. 139 

South Pebble Beach Blvd., SCC.  813-
633-5013

Church Fundraiser/ yard sale/ car wash. 
Selling Breakfast Tacos. Aug. 27. 7am-
3pm. 501 2nd St., SE, Ruskin (behind 
Grannies)  813-410-0752 

Wood working shop tool sale. Friday 
8/26 through Wednesday 8/31. 9am-
3pm each day. 2821 Gulf City Rd., 
Ruskin.

312 ESTATE SAlES

Estate Sale.  
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Aug. 

25,26, 27, 8am-2pm. 228 Linger Lane, 
SCC. Refrigerator, furniture, old clock, 

linens, garage items. 

314 ANTIqUES/COllECTIblE
1921 Antique Singer treadle sewing 
machine, model 127. Egyptian Sphinx 
decal. Serial #G9062418. In fair condi-
tion, would be great for decorative piece 
in a home or shop. Can email photos, 
.chere1212@mac.com

330 FURNITURE
Really nice piano, good condition $200. 
Wing Back chair $40.  813-633-8267 

Living room set $150, includes: sofa 
sleeper (queen size), 2 swivel rocker 
chairs with stools. All in good condition.  
813-641-3100 

Sofa, love seat & coffee table. Beige 
wicker trim, comfy cushy upholster, natu-
ral color, light plant leaf print. Excellent  
813-634-3621 

Free: Dark blue sofa & love seat,  
sofa & stuffed chair, Florida colors,  good 
condition. Pickup Aug. 25 or 26. 7pm-
8pm  Call only if want to pickup these 
items. Apollo Beach. 813-843-4309.

354 MEDICAl
Jet 3 Ultra power wheelchair $700. Drive 
electric hospital bed. $1,000. Both in 
excellent  condition.  813- 645-1447 

Sonic Break Away scooter by Pride. 
New batteries, excellent condition $500. 
813-641-0039

360 gOlF CARTS
Pink Club Car golf cart, excellent condi-
tion with rain enclosure, charger & good 
tires. $1,300. obo.  813-938-4030 

390 MISC. FOR SAlE
Hillsborough Memorial Gardens, Bran-
don. Mausoleum (Chapel of Palms) 
inside double crypt. Will sell for $9,800 
obo.  813-634-5024 

Hillsborough Memorial Gardens Bran-
don. One lot on Sermon On The Mount.  
$3,000 will negotiate.  813-777-4920 

396 FREE
Free Chipper light duty, MTD 5hp. Briggs 
& Straton.  engine runs 813-633-2060 

425 SlIPS OR STORAgE
South Bay RV & Boat Storage. Special-
izing in outside storage for RVs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.SouthBay-
Storage.com

465 Rv lOT RENTAl
RV lot for rent in Ruskin. $275 monthly 
includes water & sewer plus deposit. 
941-737-1944 or 813-345-6860

REAl ESTATE

500
511 HOUSES FOR SAlE
Large 9 room house for sale, by owner. 
4br/2ba/2cg, screened porch, work shop 
on 3 1/2 acres, Sundance. $206,000.  
813-634-8077 

The Observer News  
will be closed Monday, 

Sept. 5 in observance of 
Labor Day. Deadline for 
classified line ads will 
move to Friday, Sept. 2  

at 4pm. for the  
Sept. 8th edition
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M.H. HOusINg

550

RENtaLs

600
511 HOusEs fOR saLE

PROf. sERVICEs

650

sERVICEs

700

610 WatERfRONt RENtaLs
The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kaymen 
Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency apart-
ments on water. Boat docking /fishing. 
Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, plus deposit. 
No pets.  813-850-5217,  813-863-6123,  
813-863-6124

611 HOusEs fOR RENt
Ruskin, quaint 3/2 home with front cov-
ered porch. Well suited for 1-3 people. 
Monthly rent is $900 with signed lease. 
No smoking. No pets. Security Deposit 
and references required. Please call 
813-649-1599

2br/2ba on  seawalled canal; with dock. 
Quiet area. Rent $800 monthly Call Bob 
for details 813-610-6623 

s & R Properties 
3, 2 & 1 bedrooms. No pets. Ruskin, 

Gibsonton area. RV lots available 813-
310-1888 or 813-849-1469

55+ Community  
   Spacious 1br/1ba unfurnished, en-

closed patio,  w/ carport. Includes yard 
care, water, sewer, trash collection, 

recreation card.  813-634-9695 

House for rent. Ruskin 2br/1ba fenced 
yard. $700 monthly.  Close to Manatee 
River & boat ramp. Available now.  813-
610-3485 or 813-641-7791

612 aPts. fOR RENt
Riverview 2br/1ba, CHA, water, garbage 
& maintenance included. $600 monthly 
$600 deposit.    813-239-4293 or 813-
645-2193

Apollo Beach. Large 1br/1ba. Remod-
eled: new bath & kitchen. Tile floors, 
laundry/ storage room, carport. $650 
monthly. Hall 813-645-6985 

Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, wash-
er /dryer hookup. $695 monthly plus 
deposit, water & lawn service included,  
813-244-1676 

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924.

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 87 Years
1924 — 2011

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL!! Great commercial acreage located near Highway 41 in 
Ruskin and close to planned shopping center. 3BR/1BA house with detached 
garage on 1.4 acres (mol) $299,000 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK 748-2201
COUNTRY BUT CLOSE! Looking for room to roam? Put your home on this 8+ 
acres piece with no close neighbors. Priced at $115,000 and septic in place. 
Property zoned for 5 homes. Have your whole family close. CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 
5 ACRES with easy access to I-75. Perfect for Landscape/ Nursery business. 
Property complete with irrigation & commercial grade well. 2000 sq. ft. metal building 
& an 1800 sq. ft. gutted home & shop. Reduced $374,900 KAY PYE 361-3672 or 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 for details.
BUILDING LOT cleared with RCD-12 zoning for residential or duplex. $15,000 
CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY – PRIME LOCATION ON HIGHWAY 41!! This 
property has 200 ft on U.S. Hwy. 41 and is set up for both office and warehouse 
space. The property is completely fenced in with parking for over 30 vehicles. This 
is a great location for a business that needs easy highway access and flexible 
space. Owner will also consider a lease or lease purchase. Don’t miss this opportu-
nity! $499,000. CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
2 DUPLEXES, EXCELLENT CONDITION, IN RUSKIN: 4 units, each 2BR/1BA + 
utility room. Newly repainted, newer roofs, and a ½ acre corner lot close to school & 
shopping. Good rental history. $142,500. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
SUN CITY CENTER LAKEFRONT HOUSE: This furnished home offers 2BR/2BA, 
large living-room, inside utility, and fabulous view of water from most rooms, with 
enclosed and air-conditioned Florida room facing the lake. 2-car garage, a large lot 
on a cul-de-sac, and nature and serenity are other desirable features. $150,000. 
CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
RUSKIN POOL HOUSE WITH 10 FT. CANALFRONT: Extensively remodeled, 
home has 2BR+den/2.5BA, garage, a brand new kitchen, with granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances and wood cabinets, and hard wood floors in living area & 
BR. CHA, screened pool, roof and windows are 3 years new! Ready to move in. 
$175,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
NOTHING TO DO except move in and enjoy this delightful doublewide MH in adult 
cooperative. 2BR/2BA, cathedral ceilings, huge living room, formal dining room, 
breakfast nook, Florida room. Inside utility, two workshop/storage areas. Very nicely 
furnished. All for $44,900. CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
PRIVACY ABOUNDS at this darling 3BR/2BA home on 3 country acres. Features 
include large screened porch, fenced and cross fenced acreage, large 2-car 
detached garage, no homeowner association or deed restrictions, and treesy yard 
just to name a few. Must see! $129,900. CALL JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540

210 Woodland Estate Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl  813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Why drive 20 miles for your printing?  
We are the local source for  

business cards, letterhead, invoices,  
posters, tickets, etc.  

Your  neighborhood printer.

M. H. fOR saLE

613 CONdOs fOR RENt
Spacious, furnished, 1br/1.5ba, gated, 
55+, Kings Point, SCC. Includes all 
utilities, except electric, all activities, 
transportation. $600 monthly, annual 
lease.  813-944-2884 

620 ROOMs fOR RENt
Large furnished, master bedroom  &  
private bath with entrance. House privi-
leges, washer /dryer, cable, internet. No 
pets,  no drugs. Couples welcome extra 
fee, on the water in AB. $150 weekly. 
$200 deposit. Call Bob anytime. 813-
645-4117 

Wimauma, furnished room, country 
setting. Water, electric, cable & TV 
included. $110 weekly.  No drugs or 
alcohol. Background check. Must see 
to appreciate. 813-503-4592

630 M.H. RENtaLs
Riverhouse 3br/1ba, Little Manatee 
River. Fish off dock, boat lift. Ruskin. 
No pets. $950 monthly. $500 security.  
813-310-1888  or 813-671-8044

for Rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

Two bedroom $165 weekly,  plus secu-
rity deposit.    R & M Mobile Home Park 
in Gibsonton.  813-236-9207

2br/1ba trailer. One block from Little 
Manatee River & boat ramp. Fenced pri-
vate lot. $600 monthly plus security. No 
pets. 813-310-1888 or 813-671-8044

Mobile homes & RV lots for rent. Mobile 
homes for sale. E-Z terms. Eastwood 
Estates Mobile Home Park, Gibsonton. 
Call Heather 813-677-5726 

Spacious, 3br/2ba, DWMH, near Sun 
City Center & Sonny’s, CHA, large porch,   
813-645-4708 or 813-892-5802 

Move in special (2 week free). Newly 
renovated MHP. Several homes ready. 
$155 weekly. L&N MHP, Gibsonton. 
813-684-9708 or 813-245-7425 

645 OffICE sPaCE

646 WaREHOusE sPaCE
Garage & mini storage rooms for rent. 
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

651 BOOkkEEPINg

QuickBooks®   
Next training class  

september 10  
 Call or email for details. Certified 

Pro-advisor & POS. Full bookkeeping 
services Tutoring/ software issues/ 
payroll/  inventory/ fix errors /setup. 
Hourly rates. Your office or mine. 

Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net. www.theasquickbookkeeping.com

653 COLLECtIONs
Collections: Rents, notes, private mort-
gages, child support. Florian Beles 
813-684-4100 

676 CaRPEt & tILE

Lanior Carpet Cleaning 
$7.95/room, up to 100 sf. Steam 

clean, min. $30. Tile & grout, furniture. 
Insured. Free estimates   

813-571-0061

680 aduLt/CHILd CaRE

Caregiver/Companion 
Quality care for your loved one. 

References upon request. Please call  
813-641-9012 

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

705 CLEaNINg

Ron’s Cleaning service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center. 

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

710 LaWN CaRE

M & C Mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized warranty 

center. Commercial & residential. 
Open 7days, 8:30am-6pm.  725 14th 

St., Wimauma.  813-938-3226. Pickup 
& delivery 

Bill’s Lawn service 
Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

Henry’s Lawn Maintenance.  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, tree 

service. Pressure washing. Monthly 
lawn maintenance. Licensed & in-

sured. Free estimates. 813-477-3054 
www.henryslawnmaintenance.com

florascapes   
Professional maintenance company 
serving all your landscaping needs. 
Residential & commercial. Ruskin, 
Apollo Beach, SCC, Riverview. Li-
censed /insured.  813-333-3688 

Veterans Affordable lawn,  landscaping, 
tree trimming/ hauling. Residential /com-
mercial. Mow, edge, trim /weed. Odd 
jobs.  Free estimate. Honest /depend-
able.  813-641-7554

714 tREE REMOVaL

Professional tree & 
Landscaping. Sales: trimming, remov-
als, popcorn curbing, stump grinding, 

clearing, hauling. Fill dirt/  top soil/  
rock/  mulch. We barter for items of 
value. Free estimate. Call Paul 813-

634-6041 or 813-751-9691

715 fILL dIRt/HauLINg

Pittman trucking & tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

Myers trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

716 CONCREtE

Concrete finishing  
Patios, driveways,  sidewalks. 

Licensed & insured. Call Steve Sim-
mons  813-503-8764. Lic#201587

735 tRaNsPORtatION
At Your Service Transportation to 
Tampa airport /charters /cruise ship.  
Excellent prices. Licensed/ insured.  Call 
Express Transportation  813-731-9283 
for rates

740 MIsC. sERVICEs

seawall Repairs  also new construction of docks, boat 
lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-

er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

In Your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com  
Oliver & Company  

EMPLOYMENt

800
810 MEdICaL
Visiting Angels Home Care Agency is 
seeking a part-time RN to complete cli-
ent assessments. Flexible hours. Must 
have level 2 background  & be willing to 
travel through out eastern Hillsborough 
County. Call 813-752-0008

sCHOOL  Is OPEN

advertise in the newspaper 
that your community is 

reading.
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AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/
mo!  SAVE when you bundle 
Internet+Phone+TV and get up to 
$300 BACK! (Select plans).  Limited 
Time Call NOW! 1-877-265-1754

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE: 
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 
3mo + FREE NFL Sunday Ticket w/
Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! 
From $29.99/mo Limited Offer Call:  
888-420-9466

DISH NETWORK lowest nationwide 
price $19.99 a month. Free HBO/
Cinemax/Starz/Showtime Free Block-
buster Free HD-DVR and install.  Next 
day install 800-492-1952. Restrictions 
apply call for details.  

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

VONAGE Unlimited Calls in U.S. & 60  
Countries! NO ANNUAL CONTRACT! 
$14.99 For 3 Months! Then ONLY 
$25.99/mo. Plus FREE Activation. 
Call 888-734-1505 

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  We buy Any 
Kind/Brand.  Pay up to $18.00 per 
box.  Shipping Paid.  Habalamos 
Espanol.  Call 1-800-267-9895  www.
SellDiabeticstrips.com  ; 

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice 
for an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Liv-
ing/Medical Expenses Paid.  Loving, 
Financially Secure Families Await.  
1-877-341-1309  Atty Ellen Kaplan 
(#0875228) 

AdOPTiOn  866-633-0397  Un-
planned Pregnancy?  Provide 
your baby with a loving, financially 
secure family.  living/medical/
Counseling expenses paid.  Social 
worker on staff.  Call compassion-
ate attorney lauren feingold  (fl 
Bar#0958107) 24/7  

AdOPTiOn  888-812-3678  All Ex-
penses Paid.  Choose a loving, 
financially Secure family for your 
child  24 Hrs 7 days   Caring & Con-
fidential.  Attorney Amy Hickman.  
(lic. #832340)    

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

 PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?  Talk with caring adop-
tion expert.  You choose from families 
nationwide.  LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID.  Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions.  866-413-6298.

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY?  1-800-
280-6155  Living/Medical Expenses 
paid  Select adoptive family  Updates 
on your child  We Can Help!  Attorney 
Amy Eichman  (Bar#830011)  

NEED EXTRA INCOME?  National 
Insurance Agency Offering Part-Time 
Home Based Opportunity.  Unlimited 
Income Potential!  No Experience 
Needed.  Call Info LIne  1-800-509-
9530

$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! Frac Sand 
Haulers with complete bulk pneumatic 
rigs only. Relocate to Texas for tons 
of work. Fuel/Quick Pay available. 
800-491-9029  

820 ClERiCAl
Customer service representative needed 
for busy SCC office.  MS Office, multi-
tasking and good communication skills 
required.  Hourly rate +  benefits.  Fax 
resume to 813-642-8790 or email to 
camresumes@mail.com.

830 RESTAURAnT
Part-time, friendly host, cooks & servers 
for upscale restaurant. EOE. Please 
email employment history & your avail-
ability  to LML11161@verizon. net

870 GEnERAl

drivers  
Teams: $6,000 Team sign-on bonus, 

when you team drive for Werner Enter-
prises! Call now for details. 1-888-567-

4862 

Need trained congenial individual to 
live-in & care for 92yr old, alert women at 
Courtyards, SCC. Call 207-712-0771 

880 PART-TimE

driver  
Part-time Permanent   

wholesale nursery. 
Local delivering of plants to clients. 
Our step-van. Must be well spoken, 
friendly & willing. Give out literature 
Get feed back. Track & pickup our 

used flower pots. Cell phone a must. 
Hourly wages, background check, 
drugs tests. Retired OK. EOE 813-

245-8203

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for 
high paying Aviation Career.  FAA 
approved program.  Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement assistance.  
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVION-
ICS  Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Ap-
proved; financial aid if qualified.  Job 
placement assistance.  Call National 
Aviation Academy Today!  1-800-659-
2080 or NAA.edu  

GET YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLO-
MA TODAY!  Convenient from comfort 
of your home for $150!  Nationally Ac-
credited.  Call Now!  1-888-328-3883  
www.ellenwoodacademy.com 

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  
At least 62 years old?  Stay in your 
home & Increase cash flow!  Safe & 
Effective!  Call Now for your FREE 
DVD! Call Now 888-879-2309 

GIGANTIC MIRRORS  Jobsite Left-
overs, Brand New, Perfect Condition, 
48”x100” (7), $115 each;  60”x100” (8) 
$140 each;  72”x100” (11), $165 each.  
Free delivery.  1-800-473-0619.

ATTN:  HOME COMPUTER WORK  
Work from anywhere 24/7.  Up to 
$1,500 Part-Time to $7,500/Month 
Full-Time.  Training provided.  www.
ktrglobal.com ; or Call 1-888-304-
2847  

CUSTOMER SERVICE EVALU-
ATOR  Multi-task and Computer 
Literate.  Valid ID.  Earn $400/week.  
Email:  customershopperevaluator@
live.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 
- $48 per hour / No Experience  Full 
Benefits / Paid Training  1-866-477-
4953, Ext. 57  Now Hiring!!  

Home Workers Needed Now  Process 
Our Orders for $5 Per Envelope.  
Guaranteed!  Start Immediately.  For 
Free Information Call 800-531-6828 
or  Click  WWW.FUNSIMPLEWORK.
COM ; 

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to 
$150 per day.  Under cover Shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining 
establishments  Exp Not Re.  Call 
1-888-601-4861

NOW HIRING:  Companies desper-
ately need employees to assemble 
products at home.  No selling, any 
hours.  $500 weekly potential.  Info. 
1-985-646-1700  DEPT. FL-820

OFFICE ASSISTANT/CLERK  Must 
be dependable, hard-working, self-
motivating.  Duties:  + Filing, Appoint-
ments, Travel, Contractor Coordina-
tion.  + General Office & Computer 
Work  + Prescription Coordination  
+ Buy, Pick-up and/or Return items  
Forward cover letter & resumes to:  
admin@evaluationshoppers.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT/CLERK NEED-
ED  Dependable, hard-working, 
self-motivating.  File purging, Contrac-
tors, Appointments, Travel, Office & 
Computer, Prescriptions   admin@
evaluationshoppers.com

PROCESS Mail From Home!  Pay 
Weekly!  Free Supplies!  Bonuses!  
Genuine Opportunity!  Start Imme-
diately!  Helping Homeworkers since 
1992!  Call 1-888-302-1512.  www.
howtowork-fromhome.com

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money 
Down.  No Credit check!  Call Now 
1-888-270-0372  

CRAWFORD COUNTY GEORGIA 
- 221 Acres - $995/acre. Flint River 
area, great hunting, hardwood area, 
private. stregispaper.com 478-987-
9700 St. Regis Paper Co.  

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Gro-
cery Coupons, NOAH’S ARC Support 
No Kill Shelters,  Research to Advance 
Veterinary Treatments  FREE TOW-
ING, Tax Deductible, Non-Runners 
Accepted  1-866-912-Give

GEORGIA LAND- FINAL LIQUIDA-
TION SALE! 75% sold, Beautiful 
1acre-20acres homesites starting @ 
$2000/acre. Wonderful weather, low 
taxes, Augusta Area, (Washington 
County).  Financing from $199/month. 
Owner 706-364-4200  

GEORGIA - MACON COUNTY, 129 
Acres - $1350/acre. Farm with a view, 
grow your own food or hunt abundant 
wildlife. Buy from owner! Call 478-
967-2112

NEW YORK FARM LIQUIDATION! 10 
acres - was 39,900, NOW $29,900!  
Quality Southern Tier acreage! 30 
mile views,  lake access!  Call NOW! 
(866)669-3063 www.NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com ; 

NORTH CAROLINA BY OWNER.  
ABOUT 2 ACRES. Beautiful wood-
ed building tract.  Bladen County, 
$12,900.  Owner financing. 803-473-
7125  

SMOKIES ABSOLUTE BALLROOM 
AUCTION  Saturday September 3rd  
28 Prime Properties in 17 locations.  
All sold at Sevierville Civic Center  Mc-
Carter Auction, Inc.  1-877-282-8467  
Auction Lic#335.  www.mccarterauc-
tion.com

TENNESSEE ACREAGE BY OWN-
ER. 5 ACRES, part open, part wood-
ed, beautiful cabin site w/views, new 
survey, Fentress County, $22,900. 
Owner Financing. Call 931-265-
7697

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medi-
care.  Get a Free Talking Meter and 
diabetic testing supplies at No Cost, 
plus Free home delivery!  Best of all, 
this meter eliminates painful finger 
pricking!  Call 888-377-3536 

Local STD/HIV Testing  Did you know 
you can have an STD and show no 
symptoms?  Early detection and treat-
ment can prevent permanent dam-
age? Highest levels of privacy and 
discretion.  Call 1-888-587-0776

lOVinG AdOPTiOnS   GiVE yOUR 
BABy THE BEST in lifE!  loving, 
financially Secure families waiting 
to Adopt.  former Birth mothers On 
Staff   living & medical Expenses 
Paid  Jodi Rutstein, an Attorney/
Social worker Truly Cares about 
you!!  1-800-852-0041   #133050  

Movie Extras  Stand in the Back-
ground For Major Film Production. 
Earn up to $300/day. Experience Not 
Required. All looks needed. Speak to 
a Live Person. For Details  888/664-
5279.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. 888-703-7226 

AAAA**  Donations!  Donate Your 
Car Boat  or  Real Estate,   IRS 
Tax Deductible.Free Pick-Up/Tow 
Any Model/Condition Help Under 
privileged Children Outreach Center. 
800-597-9411.

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS  Needed 
immediately for upcoming roles $150 
- $300 per day depending on job re-
quirements. No experience, all looks 
needed.  1-800-951-3584 A-105.   For 
casting times /locations.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS 
from Home! Year-round Work!  Ex-
cellent Pay! No Experience!  Top US 
Company!  Glue Gun, Painting, Jew-
elry, More!  Call 1-860-482-3955

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

FALL BACK WITH US!  New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida. Stay a week or longer, 
plan a beach wedding, family reunion.  
See it all www.NSBFLA.com/Specials,  
; 1-800-214-1906

Lose up to 40LBS/40Days! with MPH 
Drops. Simple, Easy Rapid Fat Loss, 
Sleep better, More Energy!  Safe for 
Men/Women  www.mphdrops.com ; 
Enter Coupon:”save55”  Looking for 
Distributers

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance 
free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. 
Sacrifice $8995.  Can deliver. 727-
851-3217  

2 0 1 1  F e d e r a l  P o s t a l  P o s i -
tions-$13.00-$36.50+/hr., Full Ben-
efits plus Training. No Experience plus 
job security. Call Today! 1-866-477-
4953 Ext. 154. Now Hiring!

TWIN VEE CATAMARANS  17’ Clas-
sic-60Honda-Trl  $16,995 Less 10%  
19’ Bay Cat-115Suzuki-Trl  $24,795 
Less 10%   22’ Bay Cat-140Suzuki-Trl  
$31,595 Less 10%  ASTOR MARINE  
24535 State Rd 40  Astor, FL  32102  
352-759-3655  

Grow Your Business
For just 

$495.00
a 25-word classified 
ad in the Community 

Papers of Florida 
network will reach 

more than 
4.5 million homes 

and over 
8 million readers. 

So what are you 
waiting for? 

Call today!

To Place a classified ad  
Call Beverly 

813.645.3111. 
 ext. 201
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AUTO RENTALS

813-910-1111
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Seffner, Bradenton & Brandon locations

Auto & Van RENTALS
at DISCOUNT RATES

Starting from
$149.95/week

• No Credit Card Required •
Must be at least 21 and have current insurance

RENT TO OWN Option Available

AUTO REPAIRS

Lowest Price Guarantee

813-719-9128
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Auto Repair
MEGDYL

• Tires • Brakes • AC  
• Transmissions • 
and much more

Towing
Service

Available

FREE Auto Loaner with most Repairs!

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 30 Years Experience

®

PAINTING

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting
• Power Washing
• Drywall Repairs

• Preparing Homes For Sale
• Improving Curb Appeal
• Replacing Old Fixtures

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878

• Bonded • Insured

WINDOW CLEANING

WINDOW FILM

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
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CABINETS

Michael’s 
Custom Cabinets

813-245-2713

• Complete Remodel or 
Reface • Kitchen or Bath 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

• Build New Entertainment 
Center to fit Larger TVs

Mike Leeper, Owner
Business Owner 20+ Years

Vietnam Vet USMC
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SEPTIC

Complete Septic System 
and Pumping

Call  Rocky  (813) 917-2740  
or  Dean  (813) 917-2819

Office ( 813) 641-2775
WE  TANK YOU!

R&D Septic Inc.

Licensed & Insured
      SM0890137

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans •
• Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 
Painting • Home Improvement

Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

We Fix It All!

Now Booking Fall Appointments

SUN VIEW
WINDOW CLEANING, INC.

813-944-8478
Licensed • Insured • Bonded
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FREE ESTIMATES

FREE ESTIMATES
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• Exceptional 
Service •

Registered at 
Kings Point

LANDSCAPING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

STORAGE

Kenny’s
Outside Maintenance

(813) 850-8490

(813) 633-7825

• Popcorn Curbing • Landscaping 
• Irrigation • Pressure Washing 

• Shrub Trimming

FREE Estimates

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

AmericAn 
SignworkS

‘Signs For Your Times’
✮ Business & Birthday Banners

✮ Yard Signs ✮ Magnetics
✮ Vehicle Lettering

Serving Apollo Beach, Tampa, St. Pete, 
Bradenton and surrounding areas

VillAge ShoppeS
431 19th Ave. N.E. • Ruskin

417-699-2555

✮
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J E N K I N S  H Y U N D A I  o f  B r a d e n t o n

YOU KNOW ABOUT LUXURY CARS.

SALE HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm • SUN Noon - 6pm  • SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30am-5:30pm • SAT 8am-3pm

JENKINS  
HYUNDAI  

BRADENTON

Manatee Ave. W/SR64
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DeSoto
Square Mall

75
INTERSTATE

State Road 70

Cortez Road

Exit 220 West

Exit 217B West

301

RED
BARN
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All prices are plus tax, tag and are before any dealer installed options and include all available manufacturer rebates & incentives. † Lease down payment requirement: ’12 Elantra- $2799, 
‘11 Santa Fe - $2699, ‘11 Elantra Touring - $1999, ‘11 Genesis Coupe - $2699, ’12 Sonata $3500,’11 Tucson - $2499, ’11 Genesis Sedan - $2698. All offers are with approved credit and some 
cannot be combined. *Expected range for most drivers, your actual mileage may vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. ◊ See us for details. Photos are for illustration 
purposes only. Advertised vehicles subject to prior sale. Programs subject to change without notice. Must finance thru Hyundai Motor Finances. • Comparable Models. ˚ Must present signed 
buyers order from accredited Hyundai Dealer on same model & equipment. ∆ $3000 guaranteed trade allowance cannot be combined with any other offers, offer only good on new vehicles. 

We will beat any
other Hyundai dealer

or pay you 

JENKINS HYUNDAI of Bradenton
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We are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center
At Home Auto Care, Inc.

(813) 645-0339 ®

Sign up now for International 
Coastal Cleanup Day

Mitch traphagen file photo

International Coastal Cleanup Day, sponsored by Keep Tampa Bay 
Beautiful, will be held on Saturday, Sept. 17. In South Hillsborough, 
both Apollo Beach and Ruskin will have organized cleanup sites.  
Around the world, nine million people are expected to volunteer for 
the global effort.

By  ■ Mitch traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

RUSKIN - International Coastal 
Cleanup day, organized by Keep 
Tampa Bay Beautiful, an affiliate 
of Keep America Beautiful, Inc., 
the nation’s largest volunteer-based 
community action and education 
organization, will take place on 
Saturday, September 17.

In South Hillsborough, clean up 
locations include the Apollo Beach 
Nature Preserve and Camp Bayou 
Learning Center, and Shell Point 
Marina in Ruskin. Additional 
neighborhood cleanup sites in 
both coastal communities may be 
announced prior to Sept. 17.

International Coastal Cleanup 
Day, a project of the Ocean 
Conservancy, has become the 
world’s largest volunteer effort 
for ocean health. Last year nearly 
nine million volunteers from 152 
countries cleaned up 145 million 
pounds of trash from ocean and 
bay beaches, rivers and lakes. 
Every item found is recorded and 
catalogued for analysis by the 
Ocean Conservancy in hopes of 
finding ways to solve the problem 
of coastal pollution before it 
begins. In 2009 according to the 
Ocean Conservancy, 60 percent of 
the debris collected were single-

use, disposable items, such as 1.1 
million plastic bags and “enough 
cups, plates, knives and forks, and 
spoons for a picnic for 100,000 
people.

Most International Coastal 
Cleanup Day volunteers will walk 
shoulder to shoulder with their 
neighbors collecting trash from the 
water’s edge, although hundreds 
of others will collect trash from 

boats, and some will even collect 
trash below the surface using 
SCUBA gear.

The sign-up form for this year’s 
event is available online at www.
keeptampabaybeautiful.org or 
by calling 813-221-8733. More 
information about organizing your 
own cleanup site is available from 
the Ocean Conservancy at www.
signuptocleanup.org.

jonie Maschek photo
William T. and Mary Walker ran the Coffee Cup restaurant on the 
southeast corner of U.S. 41 and Shell Point Road in Ruskin from 
1936 until it was torn down in 1999.

Coffee Cup
continued from page 8 ■

provided by fred jacobsen from the ruskin history project, ruskinhistory.org
The town of Ruskin practically shut down that day in 1999 when the Coffee Cup, a landmark for more 
than 100 years, was razed.

Dickman who started it in the 
already-existing building and hung 
the first Coffee Cup sign in 1929.     

According to Aleta Jonie 
Maschek’s historical series 
available for view at libraries all 
over Hillsborough County, Piece 
of History, the Dickmans owned 
the restaurant from 1929 to 1936 
when they sold it to the Walkers 

who ran it until it was condemned 
by the county and razed in the 
spring of 1999.

For more information about 

Ruskin history, visit the Ruskin 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 879 
Ruskin, FL 33575-0879 or see it 
on line at  www.ruskinhistory.org.
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