
By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
RUSKIN — Digital technology has been a boon for 

music and movie lovers. Now, with the mere click 
of a button, thousands of movies are as close as your 
computer through services such as Netflix or pay-
per-view on your television. While movie producers 
have struggled with the illegal copying of movies, the 
technology has also saved them money. Beginning in 
2013, movies will be distributed to theaters as digital 
files rather than in the form of 35mm film. The files are 
much cheaper to produce and are far easier to distribute.

For a South County landmark, however, it may also 
mean the end of a long road. The Ruskin Drive-In, one 
of few drive-ins remaining in the nation, is scrambling 
to raise the estimated $150,000 necessary to convert 
from their current decades-old film projection system 
to a state-of-the-art digital version. Theater owners 
Ted and Karen Freiwald are not seeking handouts, but 
they are looking to the community to help keep South 
County’s only theater alive. And they hope to reach 
their $150,000 goal one t-shirt at a time.

Just about the time the Ruskin Drive-In opened for 
the first time in the late 1950s, drive-in theaters were 
nearing their peak, with more than 4,000 large screens 
dotting the American landscape. Today, less than 400 
remain, mostly in Florida and other southern states. 
According to Ted Freiwald, only three have successfully 
made the change to digital technology, and one of them, 
for reasons unknown, has since converted back to film. 

See THEATRE THREATENED, page 16
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Changing technology threatens South County landmark

Cuba Today

MITch TRAPhAgEN PhOTO

By 2013, all new movies will be distributed as digital files rather than 35mm film.  In order to afford the estimated 
$150,000 it will take to convert the theater, the Ruskin Drive-In is hoping to sell 15,000 t-shirts in the coming year.

Fifty years and one embargo 
later, what did I miss? 
(Today your local newspaper group begins a month-long series of articles by 
contributing writer Melody Jameson, based on her recent visit to Cuba, our near 
neighbor controlled by the communistic regime of Fidel Castro. The 51-year-old 
U.S. embargo on travel, commerce and communication exchanges with the island 
nation is up for renewal in September.) 

A half century and a couple of years ago, I was eagerly, pleadingly trying to get to 
Cuba. 

In the spring of 2011, I finally made it. So, what did I miss?
At first glance, not much. But upon a second look, quite a bit. 
The magnificent Roman, Spanish, Moorish, French, Dutch — tinged architecture 

of Old Havana’s 200, 300, 400 — year old buildings is still there – just a half 
century more decayed. Detroit’s best of the ‘40s,‘50s, ‘60s , especially those “big 
boats,” the Pontiacs, Buicks, Oldsmobiles on stretched — out wheel bases, are very 
much in evidence on her streets  —  a little noisier, burning a little more oil. And 
Havana continues to hum, buzz, even rock with life’s day time routines as well 
as night time pleasures in her themed restaurants, her night clubs, her world —  
famous artistic venues. 

By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net

See CUBA TODAY, page 2

MELODy JAMESON PhOTO
America’s mid-20th century “big boats,” particularly the “ragtops,” make both popular 
taxis and photo props in Old Havana. This brightly repainted 1952 Oldsmobile was serving 
the latter purpose in the busy plaza of Cuba’s capitol building when two female visitors 
took the owner up on his invitation to record their Havana experience in a vehicle which 
may have rolled off the Detroit assembly line before they were born. They each would have 
paid him no more than two Cuban pesos for the souvenir. The Olds, carefully patched and 
held together however possible, probably has been on the island for the last 50 years as 
Cubans for decades could not acquire American made vehicles after 1960.
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WOOD
YOU LIKE  TO

SAVE
A BUNDLE?
HARDWOOD FLOORING ON SALE!

$698
Sq. Ft.

INSTALLED

MADE IN

THE U.S.A.

1 YEAR NO PAYMENTS *  o n  a ny  n e w  f l o o r

 1 mile west of I-75, Exit 240-B

813-645-8660   |   
We are the Oldest Family-Owned Window Treatment/Flooring Store in Southshore

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  AND MORE

Evenings by appointment
®

CARDS

BEST PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE

FREE!”

ATTENTION 
Contractors:
Check out our 

selection of tools 
and supplies

  813-641-0090

$990
Used

each

Commercial Quality
Outdoor Furniture

CLIP & SAVE

RSVP
2 days prior
to event to...

Assisted Living 
Facility License 

#4991813-634-3347813-634-3347

UPCOMING AUGUST EVENTS
Thurs. Aug. 18  Justin Klatsky from Owens Law Group 
presents: “Trusts: Opening The Black Box.” Justin is an estate attorney fo-
cusing his practice on wealth preservation. He has his Master’s degree in tax 
law and serves as Co-Chairman of the Tax Section of the Hillsborough County 
Bar Association. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about your financial 
future!

Thurs. Aug. 18  Low Vision Support Group: Alina 
Moser RN BSN from Vital Care Home Health Care will facilitate this group. If 
you are facing the challenges of low vision or caring for a loved one facing this 
issue, this support group is a must! FREE vision health questionnaire will be 
provided. 

Tues., Aug. 23  WWII Veterans, This is for you! Honor 
Flight of West Central Florida (HFWCF) provides all-expense-paid flights to 
World War II veterans in the Tampa Bay area to visit their memorials in Wash-
ington, D.C. Please attend as James Haake presents this topic.

Wed., Aug. 24  Diabetes Support Group. Please join 
Shelley Tanner, R.N. from Angels Care Home Health as she facilitates our sup-
port group “Everyday Basics of Diabetic Care”.

 Edmond Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI mental 
health professional facilitates this support group for those suffering from de-
pression, loss or grief or are the caregiver of someone facing those issues. 

Supported by: South Shore Coalition on Mental Health & Aging & The United 
Methodist Church of Sun City Center.

Fri., Aug. 26  C.O.A.P. (Children of Aging Parents) 
is an ongoing support group for individuals who are assisting and/or caring for 
older, adult parents. For more information about the group visit: www.caps4-
caregivers.org 

Tues., Aug. 30 South Bay Hospital presents Aaron Gib-
son, Rehab Manager who will be addressing the question: “Considering Joint 
Replacement?” If this possibility is in your future, you don’t want to miss this 
informative session!

But, it’s also spectacle in a 
police state, a sheen over a third-
world nation, a necessary keeping 
up of appearances by a substantial 
portion of the population, 
beleaguered and impoverished, 
but intensely patriotic about the 
homeland – and yearning mightily 
for free enterprise, property rights, 
a better deal for their children.

Many Habanans equate lifting 
the U.S. embargo with realization 
of this improved state, while some 
Cuban Americans vociferously 
disagree. I am not immune to the 
pain sustained by the ex-patriots 
who lost so much in Castro’s 
“revolucion,” in the subsequent 
seizure by nationalization of 
all private property, forced to 
start over in America with few 
resources and resentment that still 
boils. 

Yet, I found it exceedingly 

difficult to walk with Habanans 
through their disintegrating city, 
listen over strong Cuban coffee 
to their stronger words, visit 
with them and their families in 
what they call home, and not 
conclude it’s time the embargo go. 
Cuba’s working class – peoples 
anywhere, for that matter  —  
deserve better than they get in 
Cuba today. Gradually lifting the 
embargo would help – and there 
are slivers of hope on the horizon. 
The beginning for me

In 1959, the heavily bearded, 
battle-hardened young Fidel 
Castro and his “revolucion” are 
on the verge of overthrowing 
finally the island’s military 
dictator, Gen. Fulgencio Batista, 
who was somewhat reluctantly 
backed by U.S. policy. That 
exquisite tropical paradise less 
than a hundred miles off our 
southern tip is going to be free…
free… free, returned to the people 
of Cuba. Or, so it seems that 
spring in West Central Florida. 

I am a young, far-from-seasoned 
intern schlepping copy and coffee 
to hard-bitten editors and real 

reporters across the vast second 
floor newsroom of the old St. 
Petersburg Independent, that 
city’s famed afternoon daily. The 
Indy’s select contingent of male 
reporters stomp across the uneven 
floorboards in combat boots, their 
green fatigues tucked into high 
tops, preparing for their Cuban 
assignments. I can only watch, 
listening in envy as the banter 
swirls, cameras are checked, film 
canisters counted, orders shouted, 
gear hoisted. I so want to go, too; 
I ask, even beg. But, there’s no 
way a slip of an inexperienced 
girl from north St. Pete is going 
into a hot Cuban combat zone. 
“No girls allowed,” the guys 
smirk, with knowing winks, as 
if we’re talking backyard tree 
house. “Not outta my newsroom,” 
the managing editor growls with 
finality. 

A few years later, in nearly 
lawless Alaska as drunken threats 
fill the air and blood flows, men 
of the same stripe will stand with 
me, surrounding me to protect my 
honor, very possibly preserving 
my life. But those warm days 

in 1959, I am nothing but 
unwanted excess baggage on their 
excursions of a lifetime. 
Finally, objective achieved

Fast forward fifty odd years. It’s 
mid — May, 2011. I’m in Havana, 
Cuba – for the first time. I’ve 

accompanied a Florida League 
of Women Voters delegation on 
a cultural exchange mission. 
Our U.S. State Department 
visas classify us as engaged in 

Continued from page 1 ■

Cuba Today

See CUBA TODAY, page 14

Melody JaMeson photo
A study in contrasts, Old Havana's streets are generally straight, narrow 
and cobble stoned, meant for the passage of conquistadors’ horses and 
horse-drawn carriages two or three centuries ago. But native adaptability 
is demonstrated by the white PVC-like pipe (center) added at floor level to 
a rooftop in order to drain off into the street below falling rain or resident 
wash water. The old city’s streets provide access to her thousands of three 
and four story structures of varying ages where most of her inhabitants live 
behind facades reflecting French, Spanish, Roman and Flemish influences 
coming to the island hundreds of years ago. Such buildings, once the pride 
of relocated Europeans, now are cut into tiny, barely furnished two, three-
room “apartments” where two generations have grown up under Castro’s 
communism.
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NAVY SEABEE VETERANS of AMERICA

Island X-16
Contact: Hilrie Kemp, Jr.

(813) 368-3787
Hilrieekempjr@aol.com

The legacy began by the World War II 
veterans needs your participation to survive.
Any veteran that served with a Seabee unit is 

welcome to participate with an Island.

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION!

For The Tigers

1910 Haverford Avenue Suite 107
Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 633-0286
www.brandonorthopedics.com

Robert J. Maddalon, MD
John D. Okun, MD
Peter V. Lopez, MD
Steven M. Page, MD
Board-Certified Orthopedic Surgeons

Brandon Orthopedic Associates
721 West Robertson St., Ste. 102
Brandon, FL 33511
Phone: 813-684-3707

BRANDON ORTHOPEDIC ASSOCIATES
EAST BAY SPORTS MEDICINE & ORTHOPEDICS
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgery
Sports Medicine • Onsite Open MRI

Brandon Orthopedic Associates is one of the 
most respected and professional orthopedic 
and sports medicine practices and 
Hillsborough County. Our state-of-the-art 
facilities allow us to specialize in sports 
medicine, arthroscopic surgery, partial and 
total joint replacements of hip, knee and 
shoulder, hand surgery including endoscopic 
carpal tunnel release, finger joint replacement, 
complex surgery of the elbow, and ankle and 
foot injuries. Our compassionate and caring 
atmosphere is in two convenient locations near 
local hospitals and outpatient surgery facilities 
in Brandon and Sun City Center. We work 
relentlessly to provide the best care possible 
for every patient's unique orthopedic need. 

Permanent Makeup
~ Eyebrows, Liner and Lips ~

813-562-7485 Sun City Center

Missing dog owners unite to find answers
Next meeting scheduled for August 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

BY PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTOS
Cpl. Steve Billor, supervisor of 
detectives at the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office, said his 
environmental detective alerted 
him to the flyers being posted, 
which caused him to show up at 
the meeting of lost dog owners 
Aug. 4 to find out more about 
them and advise victims on how 
to proceed. 

WIMAUMA — Some large-
breed dogs that were once rescued 
may need rescued again.

Frances Poirrier has taken in two 
rescue dogs in the last few years 
that have now gone missing.

So has Jessica Urbanski. 
And when they started putting 

up posters and asking neighbor’s 
questions, it didn’t take them 
long to find out that many of 
their Wimauma neighbors were 
also missing dogs. They were all 
medium to large breeds.

Frances, who was born in 
Alabama but raised in Ruskin and 
has lived in South County most of 

her life, said when she lost her first 
dog — a German shepherd named 
Stripes in January — she didn’t 
think he had been stolen.

“Living next to hundreds of 
acres of woods and an agricultural 
reclamation area we have a lot of 
wild animals, including hogs, and I 
figured maybe Stripes had gotten in 
a fight and been killed,” she told me 
in an interview following a meeting 
she arranged at Denny’s restaurant 
Aug. 3. “But then May 23 I lost 
Bodie too. I had found him by the 
side of the road and a neighbor said 
he had been dropped off there. He 
was only a year and a half old.”

When Bodie went missing, 
Frances made 200 posters and 

started putting them up around 
town. While doing this, she met 
people who told her about Jessica 
Urbanski who had organized a 
similar poster.

Jessica had lost a husky-pit-
bull mix that was 5 years old and 
weighed about 60 pounds. 

When the two began putting up 
posters with photographs of lost 
dogs all over Wimauma and the 
surrounding area, people began to 
tell them stories of their own lost 
dogs.

“It was much bigger than 
we knew,” Frances said. So 
she scheduled a meeting at the 
local Denny’s restaurant. Three 
amazing things happened almost 
immediately.

Even though the posters 
advertising the meeting had 
only been on the street 24 hours, 
more than 20 people showed 
up. Secondly, a sheriff’s office’s 
environmental deputy read them 
and contacted Cpl. Steve Billor, 
chief of detectives for the area, who 
showed up at the meeting.

The third good thing that came 
about because of the posters was 
that Denny’s restaurant, that 
usually charges a $50 fee for the 
meeting room, waived the charge 
as a donation.

People gathered and promised 
to spread the word. They swapped 
stories and were advised by Cpl. 
Billor what they should do next.

“I have never gotten a report on a 
stolen dog in that area,” Billor told 
the crowd. I meet regularly with 
deputies from around the county 
and from the neighboring counties 
too and it would have been easy 
for me to mention this. But I didn’t 
know. How will anyone know if 
you don’t make reports? We have 

250-square miles to cover with 
fewer than 100 deputies.”

Organized dog fights are a third-
degree felony, he said. And since 
there have been arrests for dog 
fights in both Tampa and Brandon 
in the last six months, those at 
the meeting said they think there 
is cause to think this could be 
the reason for the missing dogs. 
Especially since no small breeds 
have been reported missing.

One police report has now been 
made. It is # 11-378158. People 
may add their names and dogs to 
this report if they wish. The number 
of the main desk is 813-247-8200, 
he said but his private line is 813-
545-8329.

“This would make it much easier 
for the sheriff’s office to follow,” 
Billor said.

The dogs don’t go missing in the 
dead of night. They’re being taken 
in broad open daylight. Some of 
the people at the meeting live on 
farms and on hundreds of acres or 
by wooded areas, so their dogs run 
free.

But others were stolen from 
behind fenced areas.  

Maria Lepochat had a beautiful 
family pet: a mixed-breed German 
shepherd that weighed around 40 
pounds. This is similar in size and 
weight to many of the dogs taken, 
although some are much larger. She 
said her gate had been opened.

Many of the people who had lost 
dogs said they had been rescue 
dogs — meaning they had gotten 
them from the Humane Society, 
and places of refuge like C.A.R.E 
and Lost Angels no-kill shelters.

Christy Clark had rescued an 
abandoned dog recently and taken it 
to her vet, finding out it had Parvo. 
“Twenty-five hundred dollars later 
it was well. And now it is gone,”

Sue Killigsworth told a different 
kind of tale.

“I’ve always had trouble getting 
anybody in the county to respond to 
reports about dogs,” Killingsworth 
said. “Two winters ago we had 
brutal cold and there were packs 
of loose feral dogs running in our 
neighborhood — maybe 50 or 60 
of them together. It took getting 
Pinellas County involved finally 
because nobody in Hillsborough 
said they could help with this.”

With only one day of flyers on 
the street more than 25 people 
showed up at a restaurant in Sun 
City Center to meet about large-
breed dogs that are being stolen 
regularly in the Wimauma area.

See MISSING DOGS, page 15
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need not say, “I told you so.”
Maturity is the ability to make 

decisions and stand by them. The 
immature spend their lives explor-

ing endless possibilities 
then doing nothing.

Maturity means 
dependability, keeping 
one’s word, coming 
through in the crisis. 
The immature are mas-
ters of alibi—confused 
and disorganized. Their 
lives are a maze of bro-
ken promises, former 
friends, unfinished 

business, and good intentions 
which never materialize.

Maturity is the art of living in 
peace with that which we cannot 
change.

W. Somerset Maugham said, 
“The complete life, the perfect 
pattern, includes old age as well 
as youth. The beauty of the morn-
ing and the radiance of noon are 
good, but it would be a very silly 
person who drew the curtains and 
turned on the light in order to shut 
out the tranquility of the evening. 
Old age has its pleasures, which, 
though different, are not less than 
the pleasures of youth.” Maybe 
maturity as described above is the 
true pleasure of age. Certainly, if 
one could master all the above, he 
or she would be at peace with the 
universe.

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated col-
umnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. and Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. (Bright House channel 
950, Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodges-
videos.com. Phone: 813-633-1523. 
Email: bill@billhodges.com Website: 
www.billhodges.com”

Maturity is defined in the dic-
tionary as: The state or quality of 
being fully grown or developed. 
I think most of us do not auto-
matically mature at the 
magic age of 21. In fact, 
I doubt that many of us 
mature in our thinking 
much before we start 
seeing gray in our hair. 
At 21, I was sure that I 
knew everything; by 31, 
I realized I had a few 
gaps in my knowledge. 
By 51, I realized I really 
didn’t know everything 
at 21or had forgotten a lot of the 
answers. 

One of the things I didn’t know 
was what maturity really is and 
how to explain it beyond the dic-
tionary definition. I found the 
answer in something Ben Holden 
wrote, which I think adequately 
describes what maturity is by tell-
ing us what it does. The following 
is what he said.

Maturity is controlling your 
anger—to be able to settle dif-
ferences without violence or 
destruction.

Maturity is patience—the will-
ingness to pass up immediate 
pleasure in favor of the long-term 
gain.

Maturity is perseverance—the 
ability to sweat out a project or a 
situation in spite of opposition and 
discouraging setbacks.

Maturity is unselfishness—
responding to the needs of others, 
often at the expense of one’s own 
wishes or desires.

Maturity is the capacity to face 
unpleasantness and frustration, 
discomfort and defeat, without 
complaint or collapse.

Maturity is humility. It is being 
big enough to say, “I was wrong,” 
and when right, the mature person 

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Maturity brings true pleasure of age

POSITIVE TALK

813-633-2636

Sun City
Dental Center

Open Mon.-Thurs.• 8:30-5:00

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., PA
New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

Offers expire 8/31/11. Coupons must be mentioned at time of 
scheduling appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum fee 
charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
the right to refuse pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other 
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and 
within 72 hrs. of responding to the advertisement for the fee service 
examination or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

10% Off
Full & Partial

Dentures
5110, 5120, 5213, 5214

Coupon Must Be Presented
At Time Of Estimate

Voted #1 in Best of South Shore for 2010

727 Cortaro Dr. (Behind Burger King)

New Patient Full Mouth 
Series of X-Rays (0210) and 

Exam (0110) for $95 and 
receive a

$100 CREDIT toward 
your account for 
future treatment.
Coupon Must Be Presented

At Time Of Estimate

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Anne Catholic Church

106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin • 813-645-1714

Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.

FOOD!
FUN!

Early Birds
6:30 p.m.

••••
Regular Games

7:00 p.m.

LOWEST WEEKLY RATE $280+tax

with Microwave, Refrigerator, HBO and Free Wi-Fi

813-634-3331
809 N. Pebble Beach Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573
2 miles east of I-75, exit 240A, behind Walgreens

Prices good thru 8/31/11

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

Flotilla 75 in Ruskin recently elected new leadership. Oscar Kramer 
(left), the new Vice-Flotilla Commander is being awarded a medal 
by the new Flotilla Commander, Guy Mandigo. Flotilla 75 has been 
an important member of the Southshore boating scene for over 50 
years. Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month at the Ruskin Recreation Center. Prospective members are 
always welcome. 

New leadership elected

Every Wednesday: Best Spaghetti 
in Town -- $7, All You Can Eat, for 
all Elks and their guests. Music by 
Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.
Every Friday: Seafood and Sand-
wiches for all Elks and their guests 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan 
from 5 to 8 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 22: $7 Blue Plate 
Special at 5 p.m. Menu: Chicken 
Parmigiana. Only 50 tickets will 
be sold.           
Sunday, Aug. 28: Boom Ba from 
2 to 5 p.m. Food will be avail-
able from noon to 2 p.m. at very 
 reasonable prices. 

Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 10 and 11: Donate your old treasures to 
the Lodge or rent a table for the 400 Family Bazaar. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
each day.
The South Hillsborough Elk’s Lodge is located at 1630 U.S. Hwy. 41 S., 
Ruskin, FL 33570. The Club has a clean, smoke-free environment. For 
more information, call (813) 645-2089. 

South Hillsborough 
Elks Lodge #2672 

Upcoming
Activities

Ruskin Location
Formerly Southern Grace

TAX-FREE HOLIDAY
Aug. 12-14

Ladies’ Specialty 
Boutique & Gifts 
offering:
• Kameleon Jewelry
• Stephanie Dawn 

Fabric Handbags 
& more

• Tyler Candles
• Avanti Cards
• Viva Beads
• KSAR Jewelry

301 S. Hwy. 41 • Ruskin • 813-645-1964
(2 blocks north of S.R. 674, next to Ruskin Chamber of Commerce)

www.Facebook.com/LadyChameleonBoutique
www.LadyChameleonAccessories.com

Accessories Boutique

SPECIALS ON 
CLOTHING 
and Sierra 

Interchangeable 
Sandals and Shoes

No tax on Handbags, Shoes & Clothing!
Miche 2-Shell Classic Bundle $75

(Reg. $89)

Miche 1-Shell 
Big Bag with 

Base $75
(Reg. $89)
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Free boat safety 
inspections are 
available

Every Saturday the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 75 Ruskin 
provides free, no-obligation vessel 
safety inspections for recreational 
boaters.

These safety inspections take 
about 15 minutes and are available 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Sim-
mons Park in Ruskin on the first 
and third Saturday of the month; 
and at Williams Park in Gibsonton 
on the second and fourth Saturday, 
also from 10 a.m. to noon.

For more information, call (813) 
645-6984. 

Yoga-Thon 
supports 
CureSearch

Last summer, one of Apollo 
Beach’s own 4-year-olds was 
 diagnosed with cancer.

This yoga-thon is supporting 
her Mom’s participation in Cure-
Search’s walk and children’s can-
cer research from 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday, Aug. 27 at Apollo 
Beach Yoga, 118-C Flamingo Dr., 
to help kids like her get and stay 
healthy.

Support ‘Team Lil’ Cancer 
 Warriors’ and CureSearch. Do 
yoga for 10 minutes or all 3 hours 
and make a donation based on how 
much you yoga. Never done yoga? 
No worries, they’ll go easy on you. 
Stretch for a good cause. Also there 
will be raffles, shopping, kids’ face 
painting, and a balloon artist.

For more information, or to make 
a donation, go to www.abeach-
yoga.com or call Apollo Beach 
Yoga at (813) 422-2336.

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
August 11 to 17

Teen Night: Game Zone*
Thursday, August 11 • 5 to 7 p.m.

For middle and high school students. Get in the zone and join your 
friends for some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo Wii with 

games such as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers Brawl 
and more! Refreshments provided by Domino’s Pizza. 

Family Time
Thursday, August 11 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading time family time. 
Stories, action rhymes, songs, interactive activities, and crafts make up 
this fun 30-minute program that celebrates a love of reading. Children 

may wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy. 

Motion Commotion
Friday, August 12 • 10:05 to 10:35 a.m. and 10:45 to 11:15 a.m.

For children ages 2-5 and their caregivers. Join others for this 
fun and very interactive preschool music and movement program 

as they shake some sillies out.

‘Wee Artists’ Cartooning!*
Saturday, August 13 • 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

‘Wee Artists,’ 3-6 years, will join art instructor Leah Lopez and have 
a fun morning exploring cartooning. Students will complete a series 
of cartoons. Limit 15. Adult must be present. Registration required. 

Call 273-3652 or visit the Information Desk at the Library. 

‘Creative Artists’ Cartooning!*
Saturday, August 13 • 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

‘Creative Artists.’ 7-10 years, will join art instructor Leah Lopez 
and have a fun afternoon creating a series of cartoons. 
Limit 25. Registration required. Call 273-3652 or visit 

the Information Desk at the Library. 

Toddler Time
Tuesday, August 16 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

For children ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, 
fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 

20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills 
and encourages reading readiness. 

Story Time
Tuesday, August 16 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute 

program that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading 
readiness and social interaction.

Baby Time
Wednesday, August 17 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For children ages 0-18 months and their caregivers. Early literacy 
 begins at birth. Bond with your baby through stories, bouncy rhymes 

and songs in this 20-minute lap-sit program that introduces early 
 literacy skills and encourages language development. 

Toddler Time
Wednesday, August 17 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.

For children ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. Stories, 
 fingerplays, songs and interactive activities make up this fun 
20-minute program that highlights early literacy skills and 

encourages reading readiness. 

Story Time
Wednesday, August 17 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.

For children ages 3-5 and their caregivers. Stories, action rhymes, 
songs and interactive activities make up this engaging 30-minute 

program that highlights early literacy skills, and encourages reading 
readiness and social interaction.

*Free event funded by the Friends of the SouthShore Library

SouthShore regional library 
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Assistance in 
caring for an 
elderly loved one

Hillsborough County  Family 
and Aging Services is holding 
open houses for those who are in 
need of assistance in caring for an 
elderly loved one.

These events, to be held from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13 
offer the opportunity for the com-
munity to ask questions and enroll 
in the adult Day Care Program.

Hillsborough County Division 
of Aging Services offers a com-
prehensive health, social, support-
ive and therapeutic day service for 
persons diagnosed with dementia/
Alzheimer’s disease or are age 
60 and over that are functionally-
 impaired.

Those enrolled in Adult Day 
Care participate in activities, field 
trips, socialization and receive a 
hot midday lunch.

Senior Center locations holding 
open houses are:

• Brandon Senior Center, 612 N. 
Parsons Ave. in Brandon

• Ruskin Senior Center, 905 6th 
St. S.E. in Ruskin

Camp Bayou Back-to-School event
The 4th annual ‘Back to School -- Back to Nature’ event held Aug. 6 

was great fun for all ages, plus provided participants with a few school 
supply items to help with this year’s back to school needs. Approxi-
mately 80 school-age children and their families came out for a wonder-
ful morning of games, face painting, fossils, ant lions and more! The 
Teacher Resource table offered information for teachers such as regional 
information through the League of Environmental Educators in Florida 

(LEEF) and free items for teachers to use in 
their classrooms this year. The membership 
table provided a glimpse of future events 
 including ‘A Natural Education Weekend’ to 
be held Friday-Sunday, Nov. 11-13.

A big ‘Thank You’ goes to sponsors, partici-
pating organizations and volunteers, without 
whom, this event would not be possible. In 
addition to regulars, including:

Hillsborough County Solid Waste Recycling 
Program, Keep Tampa Bay Beautiful, Florida 
Division of Forestry, Florida Master Natural-
ists, Paleo Preserve Fossil Museum, and dedi-
cated Camp Bayou volunteers and members;

They were joined this year by Hillsborough 
County's Adopt-a-Pond Program, West Cen-
tral Girl Scouts with local troop from Bayou 
Pass in Ruskin, Wandering Whimsy/Conserve 
It Forward, and Face Painters from a South 
County church group.

They also had several families volunteer 
from the Brandon Homeschool Fellowship 
who helped with various event tasks such as 
registration, parking and grilling hot dogs, 
plus they donated many of the school  supply 

items that were distributed.
A special thank you goes to the Glazer Family Foundation, Inc. for 

providing Buc-Packs from their Back-to-School Program which were 
given out as raffle prizes.

This event is a Summer Learning Day, Be Out There!, Get Outdoors 
Florida!, “Let’s GO’ -- Children and Nature, No Child Left Inside, and 
Let’s Move Outside inspired initiative. 

Camp Bayou is neither a campground nor a summer camp. It was an 
RV park before the County’s ELAP program purchased the land but it is 
now open for day use only, to the general public. Through volunteers, 
donations, membership and grants, the RCDF offers pre-scheduled pro-
grams to schools, youth groups, adult groups and families plus it’s open 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday-Saturday for passive recreational pursuits 
such as wildlife watching, nature photography and trail walks. General 
admission is still FREE.

The Camp Bayou Outdoor Learning Center is a public-private partner-
ship between the non-profit Ruskin Community Development Founda-
tion, Inc. (RCDF) and Hillsborough County Parks, Recreation and Con-
servation. Camp Bayou is located 3 miles south of S.R. 674 at the end 
of 24th St. SE in Ruskin. More information is on the web at http://www.
campbayou.org or call 641-8545. 

Dolly Cummings photo

Jonathan wins the 
first Bucs backpack 
of the day.

Ribbon Cutting ceremony G & H 
Tae Kwon Do
G & H Tae Kwon Do recently hosted a Greater Riverview Chamber 
of  Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to celebrate its business 
located at 11942 Boyette Road, Riverview. G & H offers a variety 
of classes and is currently providing summer camp for children in 
the community for ages 5-14. They are currently enrolling for their 
After-School Program which starts Aug. 22 and goes throughout 
the school year. It includes Tae Kwon Do classes, transportation 
from local schools, snacks and supervised homework. For more 
 information call (813) 952-8053 or email ghtaekwondo@yahoo.com.

Huth and Booth Photography

Community Bank, 10109 U.S. 301 S. in Riverview, hosted this month’s 
Greater Riverview Chamber of Commerce Ambassador Team meet-
ing. The Ambassador Team had the pleasure of meeting the Com-
munity Bank staff including its new branch manager Mary Boyd. 

Huth and Booth Photography

Community Bank hosts meeting

Coast Guard Auxiliary Public 
Education Courses will be held at 
 Century 21  Beggins Enterprises 
6542 N. U.S. Hwy. 41, Apollo 
Beach.

Courses and Dates:
1) About Boating Safely -- This 

8-hour beginner boating class will 
give the student the knowledge 
needed to obtain a boat license or 
safety  certification in many states. 
Many boat insurance companies 
will offer discounts on boating in-
surance to boaters who successful-
ly complete About Boating Safely. 
Cost is $40 per student.

Boating safety courses to be offered

Classes will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 20.

2) The U.S. Coast Guard 
 Auxiliary’s Weekend Navigator 

Course is a comprehensive course 
 designed for both experienced and 
novice power boat and sailboat op-
erators.

The course is divided into two 
major parts designed to educate 
the boating enthusiast in skills 
 required for a safe voyage on a 
 variety of waters and boating con-
ditions.

Each class is two (2) consecutive 
Saturdays. Students must pre-reg-
ister with Guy Mandigo at (813) 
641-2488 or mandigo@earthlink.
net. Cost is $70 per student.

 Classes will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13. 
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HILLSBOROUGH

(813) 634-8310
MANATEE

(941) 524-2259
For a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE, call us TODAY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Old school building continues to hang in there
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
GIBSONTON — With the 

tenacity of a risk-taking but long-
lived cat, the aged and dilapidated 
Gardenville School building here 
got a new lease on life this week. 

The brick structure on Symmes 
Road, built to function as a 
grade school, later converted to 
a community recreational center 
and considered ready for razing a 
year ago, was reroofed this week, 
according to Dan Myers, a senior 
architect in the county’s facilities 
management department. 

However, the layer of new 20-year 
shingles on top of the old roof is 
intended more to stop leaking than 
to replace a failed roof in a building 
rehabilitation effort, Myers said. 
The job, involving laying shingles 
over existing roofing material, 
could give the long-closed structure 
another 10 to 12 years, he added. 

The job was done for $1.81 per 
square foot or for a total of just under 
$8,000, the architect noted, adding 
“we negotiated a good price.” The 
pitched roof with several valleys 
covers a single-story rectangular 
building of about 4,400 square feet. 

Built in 1925, the red brick 
structure served as the area’s 
elementary school for more than 30 
years. Many residents of Gibsonton 
and its environs today spent their 
early school years in its classrooms 
which served first through eighth 
graders. 

In 1959, when Gibsonton 
Elementary was opened, the former 
school was pressed into service as 
a recreation and meeting center 
for the community. This phase of 
its history ended in 2005 when the 
community’s dedicated recreational 
center was completed and opened 
immediately to the east. 

Then 80 years old and showing 
its age, the structure which had 
sheltered, guided and helped launch 
an untold number of youngsters, 
was closed and shuttered. By 2010, 
it was being discussed for razing 
which would have cleared the land 
next to the existing rec center, 
perhaps for expansion of that 
facility nearing capacity. Both local 
residents and county authorities 
noted at the time the old building’s 
poor condition and lack of suitability 
for any other purposes. Structural 

rehabilitation costs were estimated 
in the $500,000 range, considerably 
more than the cost of leveling it. 

 While it may represent historic 
milestones in the lives of locals, the 
building’s faults for any repurposing 
are numerous. Constructed 
originally to standards of the early 
20th century, it falls far short of 
today’s building requirements, 
Myers has said in the past. Its roof 
is not tied to the walls, its walls are 
not anchored to the foundation, the 
architect noted, and there are very 
basic problems with its windows. 
In addition, due to moisture seepage 
through the failed roof, the flooring 
is completely unreliable and molds 
have grown through the building. 
What’s more, its rest rooms are 
inadequate for 21st century use.

In short, Myers reiterated this 
week, any restoration meeting 
current building codes could amount 
to tearing it down to the bare brick 
walls and then placing an entirely 
new building from foundation to 
roof inside them. In the past, he 
has characterized the estimated 
half million dollar investment in 
structural improvements as merely 
a “down payment” on the final 
total costs. 

And Pete Johnson, a lifelong 
Gibsonton area resident now retired 
who attended the old school as a 
boy, has labeled the old building 
an unending “money pit” for which 
the historic restoration window 
simply has closed. 

On the other hand, the 
Gardenville Recreation Center 
has been designated to become 
one of a dozen regional centers 
scattered around the county to 
replace some 30 community parks 
to be closed under a plan floated 
by Mark Thornton, Hillsborough’s 
parks, recreation and conservation 
director. Neither the facilities 
management department nor the 
office of Sandy Murman, the 
district’s county commissioner, 
could state whether the old school 
is being eyed as part of the regional 
rec center at Gardenville. 

Meanwhile, Myers pointed out, the 
85-year-old school building is dried 
in, if unusable, somewhat protected 
from further deterioration and from 
becoming a public nuisance as its 
final fate again is debated. 
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Back-to-school sales tax 
holiday approaches

State Senator Mike Fasano 
reminds shoppers that the Back-
to-School Sales Tax Holiday is 
this weekend. Beginning at 12:01 
a.m., Friday, Aug. 12 and running 
through midnight Sunday, Aug. 
14, the sales tax holiday helps 
families and others who need 
clothes and school supplies to 
save some money. During the 
three-day holiday no sales tax will 
be collected on sales of clothing, 
footwear, and certain accessories 
selling for $75 or less, or on 
certain school supplies selling for 
$15 or less.

“I encourage everyone who 
needs clothes or school supplies to 
plan your shopping for this coming 
weekend,” Senator Fasano states. 
“Many retailers will offer great 
sales. With the added savings of 
no sales tax this is the ideal time 
to help tight dollars stretch even 
further.”

The sales tax holiday has been a 
periodic part of the back-to-school 
season since 1998. It is hoped that 
families and others who are braving 

through tough economic times 
will benefit from this opportunity 
to shave some dollars from their 
shopping bill.

5K run to benefit 
assualt victim

The River of Life Christian Cen-
ter, 6605 Krycul Ave., Riverview, 
is holding its 1st Annual 5K run to 
benefit the Bloomingdale Library 
 assault victim.

The high school student was pre-
paring for college when she was 
beaten and raped and left to die 
in front of the library. She has a 
long road to recovery and requires 
around the clock care, extensive 
therapy and much medical help.

The run will be held Sept. 3, with 
registration at 7 a.m., an 8 a.m. 
start time, and awards ceremony at 
9 a.m. Prizes will go to someone in 
each age group from ‘under nine 
years old’ to ‘over 65.’ Age groups 
will be in four-year increments be-
twen nine and 65. For more infor-
mation, call (813) 677-4453.

Melody JaMeson photo
Now 85 years old and in extreme disrepair, the red brick structure on Symmes Road that once housed 
Gibsonton area elementary students through the eighth grade, then hosted after school programs as 
the community’s rec center and finally was ready for razing in 2010, got a new roof this week.   However, 
county officials say the $8,000 shingle job was more patch than permanent, designed to halt further 
decay by leaking and give the old building another dry decade. Its basic rehabilitation costs have been 
estimated at more than $500,000.



SSA Tools
A good place to start is at the 

Social Security website. Just go 
to socialsecurity.
gov and click on the 
“Retirement” tab at 
the top of the page 
and access their “Plan 
for Retirement” tools 
where you can esti-
mate your benefits 
at different ages and 
get guidance based 
on your personal 
situation. 

Or, if you would rather have face-
to-face assistance, call 800-772-
1213 and schedule an appointment 
to visit with a claims representa-
tive at your nearby Social Security 
office. 

The Social Security Admin-
istration also offers a bevy of free 
publications (see ssa.gov/pubs) 
that you can have mailed directly 
to you. “Retirement Benefits,” 
“When To Start Receiving 
Retirement Benefits” and “How 
Work Affects Your Benefits” are 
three popular publications for 
those nearing retirement.  
Other Resources

If you need help in addition 
to what the government offers, 
some good resources include the 
“Social Security Claiming Guide” 
which is published by the Center 
for Retirement Research at Boston 
College. This easy-to-read 24-page 
guide sorts through all the options, 
spells out how much you can get, 
and answers frequently asked 
questions. Go to socialsecuritycla-
imingguide.info to read it online 
or to print a copy for free. 
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Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend some good 

resources that can help me decide 
when to start my Social 
Security retirement bene
fits? I’ll be 62 early next 
year and want to carefully 
weigh all my options, but 
could use some help. 

Nearing Retirement

Dear Nearing,
Figuring out the best 

age to start claiming your 
Social Security retirement 
benefits is an important financial 
decision. The difference between 
a good decision and a poor one 
could cost you tens of thousands 
of dollars over your retirement, so 
doing some homework and weigh-
ing your options now is a very 
smart move.
What to Consider

As you may already know, you 
can claim Social Security any time 
from age 62 to 70, but the longer 
you wait, the larger your monthly 
check.

But there are actually many fac-
tors you need to take into account 
to help you make a good decision, 
including your current financial 
needs, your health and family lon-
gevity, whether you plan to work in 
retirement, whether you have other 
retirement income sources, and 
if you’re married, your spouse’s 
situation. 

To help you compare your 
options and make an informed 
decision, there are a number of 
resources and services available 
depending on how much assist-
ance you need. 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

Social Security help
for those nearing retirement

THE SAVVY SENIOR

Another good publication is 
“When to Take Social Security 
Benefits: Questions to Consider” 
(see whentotakesocialsecurity.
info). Offered by the National 
Academy of Social Insurance, a 
nonprofit research and educational 
group, this 16-page booklet uses 
a question-and-answer format to 
guide you through the key issues. 
To get a free hardcopy mailed to 
you, call (202) 452-8097. 

You can also get help online at 
websites like analyzenow.com, 
which offers a free tool called 
“Social Security Planner” that 
helps singles and couples cal-
culate the best time to take their 
retirement benefits. And AARP’s 
new Social Security Benefits 
Calculator (www.aarp.org/social-
securitybenefits), which lets you 
estimate how much you’ll receive 
in monthly and lifetime benefits, 
based on your salary and your age 
when you file. Or, for a $40 annual 
fee, maximizemysocialsecurity.
com provides a comprehensive 
new tool to help retirees, spouses 
and survivors make decisions to 
maximize their benefits. 

If, however, you’d like more per-
sonalized help, there are financial 
advisors and investment advisor 
firms that for a fee can assist you 
by taking you through the specific 
claiming strategies. One such firm 
is Social Security Solutions (social-
securitysolutions.com, 866-762-
7526), which offers three levels of 
service including their “Premium 
Plus” plan that runs multiple cal-
culations and comparisons, rec-
ommends a best course of action 
in a detailed report, and gives you 
a one-on-one session with a Social 
Security specialist over the phone 
to discuss the report and ask ques-
tions. Fees for their services range 
between $20 and $125.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Adult Program/Event Highlights
August 11 to 17

PowerPoint: Introduction, ClipArt and Autoshapes* 
Thursday, August 11 • 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.

Learn the basics of slide design and layout to create a professional-
looking presentation. Adding text boxes, clipart and Autoshapes 

to your presentation. Previous experience with Microsoft PowerPoint 
is recommended. Registration in person required no earlier 

than one hour prior to the start of the program.

Internet: Introduction and Search Techniques*
Monday, August 15 • 2 to 4:15 p.m.

Introduction to the Internet and related terminology. Learn how to 
use search engines to find information and tips for evaluating what 
you find. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended. 

Registration is available one hour prior to the beginning of the program. 

Adult Mosaic Flower Pot (2-Day Workshop)*
Monday, August 15 and Tuesday, August 16 • 6 to 8 p.m.

Students will learn the technique of creating mosaics out of floor tiles. 
Bring in a six-inch flower pot and a hammer (if you have one) and 
we will provide everything else. If you have special tiles or broken 
pottery you may bring them to class to use. On Monday, Aug. 15 

work on the tiles and Tuesday, Aug. 16 grout flower pots. 
Limit 16. Registration required. Please visit the 

Information Desk at the Library or call 273-3652. 

eBooks and eReaders*
Tuesday, August 16 • 6 to 7 p.m.

Want to read eBooks? Don’t fret, help is on the way! Demonstration 
of the Overdrive Media Console and Adobe Digital Editions; learn how 
to check out & download eBooks to your PC or eReader.  Registration 

in person required no earlier than one hour prior to the start of the 
 program. Presented by the Tampa Bay Library Consortium. 

SouthShore Needle People* 
Wednesday, August 17 • 6:30 p.m.

Join other needle people to share 
 techniques, tips and experiences about 

knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. 
Beginners are  welcome! Bring a project

and ask us questions! 

     *Free event funded by the  
Friends of the SouthShore Library

SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Daniel J. Mountcastle, MD - Ohio State University; Naushin Jobe, MD - Chicago Medical School; 
Jack Lipps, MD - University of Louisville; Kim Truett, BS - Oregon Institute of Technology

We offer a FREE Leg Screening and 
FREE Educational Consultation
Healthier Legs Look & Feel Younger!

LIMITED AVAILABILITY: 

Please call 813-634-1333
Paid by Medicare and insurance

Offices in LARgo, PALM HARBoR, ST. 
PETERSBuRg, Sun CITY CEnTER
mountcastleveincenters.com

Leg Screening: Your 1 Minute Test

If you have one of these signs 
or symptoms, call us:

Summary:
Problem:

Several signs and symptoms indicate easily 
treatable vein problems in the legs.
Most people are only familiar with spider and 
varicose veins as signs of vein problems.

Leg Pain (Hidden varicosities)

Leg Cramps
Blue Feet or Ankles
Swelling
Leg Skin Changes
Restless Legs
Itch, Burning, Discoloration
Spider and Varicose Veins

With early diagnosis and care, you will avoid 
years of gradual deterioration of your legs. Blue Feet and Discoloration

Aging and Action
Aging — It is a mysterious balance of maturation and decline. Along with a fine 

cargo of experiences and memories comes the reality that we are silently and 
slowly starting to fall apart. As awareness of this deterioration dawns on us, we can 
either do nothing, or we can act to slow it down.

Action — Some reasons you should make an appointment for a free leg screening 
and educational consultation include:
1. Knowledge - It is a good thing: you will know more about your legs and vein 

treatment. 50% of us over 50 years old have some degree of vein disease...  
Your time: 1/2 hour.   Your cost: Free.

2. Stop Deterioration - You can stop the slow deterioration that results from 
failed vein valves and even reverse much of the damage.

3. Younger Legs - Your legs, with modern treatments, can be healthier. Healthy 
legs look and feel younger.

4. Vanishing Benefits - You worked hard for your medical benefits, and they 
are slowly being denied to you either directly or more indirectly through 
decreased reimbursements and more restrictions. When you are finally ready 
to act, it may be too late.

— Daniel J. Mountcastle, MD, FAAEM, Founder of Mountcastle Vein Centers

E ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE

the opening of a new Raymond James branch

at

1647 Sun City Center Plaza • Suite 204-C
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Steve Overton, CFP©

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™/FINANCIAL ADVISOR

(813) 633-8008

Individual solutions from independent advisors

Englund & Overton, LLC
Independent Company

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA/SIPC

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Call 633-8008 for an appointment and consultation

We are in the pink building near the Post Office

©2007 Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 58880807-H

The West Central Florida Long-
Term Care Ombudsman Program’s 
upcoming Aug. 2011 monthly 
meeting will be held on Friday, 
Aug. 19 at 9393 N. Florida Ave., 
Room 805, Tampa.

They would like to invite every-
one to be present and discuss bills 
that passed during the 2011 leg-
islative session, the changes that 
occurred and the impact those 
changes have on residents, fami-
lies, facilities and programs.

Check the DOEA website at 
http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us/ 
english/pubmeetnotices.php prior 
to attending the meeting for any 
updates.

Everyone invited 
to discuss bills

Animal Advisory 
Subcommittee 
meets 

A Hillsborough County Animal 
Advisory Subcommittee will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11 
at Animal Services, 440 Falkenburg 
Road, Tampa, to discuss proposed 
changes to the ordinance pertain-
ing to community cat issues. The 
public is invited to attend. There 
will be a time scheduled for any 
public comments.

For more information, call 
Animal Services at 744-5660.
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SEATING IS LIMITED,
PLEASE CALL

FOR RESERVATIONS

813-634-3396
LIC# 6193
LIC# 9109
LIC# 11099
LIC# 15328

This is a one-step dental procedure that
involves minimally invasive surgery,

no sutures, nor the typical months of healing.

FREE SEMINAR
"The Amazing Mini-Implant System"

at the office of
Zamikoff, Klement, Jungman & Varga
703 Del Webb Blvd. West, Suite B

Sun City Center, FL

Learn About 
The Amazing

I can still believe
I am going through a personal 

crisis that millions of people go 
through, or have already gone 
through. Despite the 
shared experience, 
despite the phone calls, 
emails and text messages 
from friends and family, 
my mind has created a 
self-deceptive world of 
isolation. I know I have 
the love and support of 
family and friends. Yet 
I feel alone. I should be 
smarter than that because 
as things began to look their worst, 
I found myself surrounded by the 
people who matter the most.

It seems the entire world is in 
chaos. As millions of people lose 
their homes and go without jobs, 
our representatives in Washington 
bicker along party lines making an 
already unstable world feel even 
less stable. It is outrageous that a 
battle could erupt between political 
parties just when Americans most 
need leaders to work together to 
solve the very real threats to our 
nation. While verbal grenades are 
thrown via television news sound 
bites and chests are thumped in 
self-serving victory, America 
itself has been downgraded. That 
is not representation. That is not 
the behavior of men and women 
looking out for our children, our 
children’s children, America, or 
us. That is merely self-serving. 
No wonder America is fracturing. 
No wonder it feels as though we 
are alone. Watching the debacle 
between well-dressed, well-fed 
men and women in our nation’s 
capitol while we fail to find a job to 
pay the mortgage and put food on 
the table only serves to reinforce 
the notion that we are on our own.

Although America is known 
for rugged individualism, in truth 
America has historically been a 
land where people have pitched in. 
There were no government safety 
nets in the 19th century, but there 
were social safety nets. People 
pitched in to help. Towns rose 
from the hard soil of the prairies 
and forests of this great nation by 
people willing and motivated to 
contribute to something greater 
than themselves. They believed in 
the unlimited promise of America. 
But more than ever today, people 
are on their own. More than ever, 
it seems they are struggling. Most 
people still have faith in America, 
but it is much less focused than 
before. People just don’t know 
what promise to believe.

The space program is an 
example of faith in America. 

My life in this snapshot of time is totally different than it is today. I’ve learned that nothing can be taken 
for granted. And now the iconic countdown clock behind me serves as a reminder that life itself is 
counting down. There is no point in spending it surrounded by...well, unpleasant people.

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

When the Russians launched the 
first satellite into space, followed 
by the first man in space, America 

felt down, but was most 
assuredly not out. In 
less than a decade, the 
entire nation had pulled 
together to accomplish 
something that no other 
nation on earth has yet 
achieved: We landed 
a man on the Moon. 
While Neil Armstrong’s 
first contact with an 
extra-terrestrial body 

was certainly a dramatic display of 
America’s rugged individualism, 
the truth is that it was anything but. 
That single step required thousands 
of dedicated scientists, engineers 
and even factory workers to make 
it possible. More than that, it 
required a nation that had faith. 
Big dreams need big support.

Much like today, the early 
1970s were challenging years for 
Americans. Young men were dying 
by the thousands in a war that 
few people understood and an oil 
embargo set the nation’s economy 
on a path of inflation, with prices 
for nearly everything spiraling 
out of control and lines at gas 
stations that sometimes stretched 
for city blocks. Yet through it all, 
we continued to send men into 
space. We continued to land on the 
Moon. 

The space program was 
outrageously expensive, but for 
weary Americans it provided a 
basis for faith that while the world 
seemed to be crumbling down, 
perhaps a better world was at hand. 
It inspired faith that something 
else was out there, something that 
perhaps would mean a brighter 
future. We had escaped the bounds 
of a troubled earth, something few 
people could have conceived only 
a few years prior. We were beaten 
down; but we were by no means 
defeated. 

A politician did not make the 
first step on the Moon. Politicians 
did not launch men into space. 
Politicians did not invent the world-
transforming device known as the 
personal computer. Politicians, 
in fact, being the fallible humans 
they are (although it seems they 
frequently forget that), have 
often failed us. As bad as the 
dysfunctional leadership appears 
today, things have been worse. 
At one point in our history, the 
political process failed to the point 
that Americans began leveling our 
own cities in a war that claimed 
600,000 lives, the Civil War. 
When the dust settled and the dead 

were buried, Washington D.C. did 
not heal the nation, Americans did 
by pulling together and making 
something happen. We landed on 
the Moon. We changed the world 
with personal computers and 
the Internet. We did it ourselves, 
as Americans who believe that 
something better lies over the 
horizon, that the future can and 
will be brighter.

If this column stopped here, I 
have little doubt that emails would 
soon arrive out of both concern 
and anger that I failed to mention 
that our faith should be placed in 
God. To me, that would not only 
be missing the point, it would fall 
one significant step short. I do have 
faith in God — but more than that, 

I have faith that He gave us the 
tools we need to right the wrongs 
in the world (or at least make them 
righter). What’s more, I have faith 
that He has given those tools to 
believers and non-believers alike. 
My faith is so deep that I am 
certain He has already provided 
for us and thus, it is now up to us 
to prevail or fail.

I feel alone in my personal 
struggle, but I am smarter than that. 
I know that my family and friends 
are supporting me. I know that I 
couldn’t get through this without 
them. And although I can’t see it 
right now, I know that a brighter 
future lies just over the horizon. I 
have faith in it. 

And so it goes for America, 

I think. We’re not alone in our 
struggles to simply get by. We have 
each other. For me, for anyone 
going through hard times and most 
certainly for the nation itself, the 
words, ironically enough, from 60s 
dropout William Gibson comes to 
mind: 

“Before you diagnose yourself 
with depression or low self-esteem, 
first make sure that you are not, in 
fact, surrounded by a**holes.”

We all know the people Gibson 
described are out there, it would 
be naive to assume otherwise. But 
they aren’t the many. In an age 
where it’s difficult to know what 
can be believed, it is still possible 
to believe in America. It is possible 
to believe in us. u

Softball
champion
Shelby Evans proudly 
displays her first place 
softball trophy. She and 
her teammates won the 
Independent Softball 
Association (ISA) World 
Series held in Bartow on 
July 24. Congratulations to 
Shelby and the  Fishhawk 
team, Lady Bandits 02. 
She is the daughter of 
Jessica Evans of Fishhawk 
and Michael and Brandy 
Evans of Fishhawk. Her 
grandmother is Dianne 
Schehl of Apollo Beach.
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TECH TALK

they would have handled things 
differently.

And to follow up with last week’s 
column on the women/
Venus/men/Mars topic, 
this is often what causes 
problems when women 
vent to men.

I once casually vented 
to a male store manager 
about another cus-
tomer who made a rude 
remark to me in the 
parking lot. (The cus-
tomer thought I parked 

too close to his car when, in fact, 
he was the one over the line.) This 
male store manager proceeded to 
berate the poor fellow wheeling 
his cart to his car, voice raised and 
arms moving every which way to 
emphasize his point. This was not 
at all my intention.

Had it been a female store man-
ager, I can very well think the 
response might have been more of 
a “don’t you just hate that?” We’d 
smile knowingly at each other and 
move on without giving anything a 
second thought.

Is it that men automatically 
respond with a need to fix things? 
Perhaps, although I’d like to think 
we women are perfectly  capable 
of fixing things on our own. 
(Sometimes we are, sometimes 
we’re not. If it’s a situation involv-
ing a snake, I need you!) I’m grate-
ful when they want to assist me 
with my problem and I appreciate 
their chivalry. It’s just that often, it 
isn’t necessary.

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Last week, Kristy The Office 
Manager and I had a particularly 
stressful day at the Chamber. No 
one thing made the day 
memorable; it was just a 
steady stream of ringing 
phones, visitors needing 
directions, unusual ques-
tions requiring us to keep 
Google going for hours, 
and a couple of disgrun-
tled residents who wanted 
us to fix problems we are 
not allowed to fix. (By the 
way, if someone is per-
fectly happy with their situation, 
are they ‘gruntled?’

At the end of the day, Kristy 
and I took our new American flag 
down from the pole, brought the 
new porch chairs in, turned off the 
lights, pulled down the ‘closed’ 
panel and sat down just to chat. 
Otherwise known as girltalk. We 
compared notes on several of the 
days instances and then we vented 
to each other about the disgruntled 
residents.

And here is where we made a 
very astute observation. When 
women vent to each other, it is 
with the sole purpose of just get-
ting it out and having the other 
person validate that our feelings 
are honest, whether they be right 
or wrong.

We don’t expect our women 
friends to have a silver  bullet solu-
tion or to avenge whatever per-
ceived wrongs we are discussing. 
We don’t expect them to solve 
the problem or to point out that 

By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

You, Me, and Business

Assisted Living Fac. Lic. # 7290

3855 Upper Creek Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33570

813-938-2259
www.PacificaSunCity.com

Sun City Senior Living offers
a carefree senior lifestyle filled with
wonderful services and amenities for

assisted living and memory care.

Our monthly rate includes all this and more:
• Full social and recreational calendar
• Nurse and trained staff
• Medication management
• Home Health on site
• Personalized resident activities
• Housekeeping and laundry services
• Activity program specific to dementia care
• Chef-prepared meals served restaurant-style
• FREE local transportation 
• Local excursions, and much, much more!

You’re invited to call or visit our community
today to see all we have to offer!

MOWW wins prestigious national 
Chapter Activity award

The Sun City Center Military Order of World Wars (MOWW) won 
a prestigious national Chapter Activity award. This is the third year in 
a row that the SCC Chapter has won this coveted award for the BEST 
Chapter activities and programs. The awards were presented at the 
MOWW 91st National Convention in Bozeman, Montana, which met 
from July 18-23.

MOWW Region VI representatives attend national conference.

Accepting the award from MOWW Commander in Chief, Col. Cliff 
Way, USAF, Ret. (2nd from left) are representatives Sheila Greason 
(left); Lt. Col. Frank Zahrobsky, USAF, Ret., Commander of the SCC 
MOWW Chapter (2nd from right); and Lt. Col. Gordon Bassett, Ret., 
Region VI Commander (far right).

Hillsborough Community College offers free tuition waivers for Senior 
Citizens. The conditions are:

• Seniors must be at least 60 years old.
• Seniors must be a Florida Resident for more than one year.
• The class must has space available on the first day of class -- Monday, 

Aug. 22 for most classes
• Seniors must audit the class -- not receive college credit.
To take advantage of the fee waiver, seniors should do the following:
1. Go to http://hccfl.edu/searchsections/index.asp, select the SouthShore 

Campus (Fall/11 Semester) and find a class that has space available.
2. Come to the SouthShore Campus on Monday, Aug. 22 with the 

following:
• Florida Drivers License -- showing one-year Florida residence.
• Florida Voters Registration -- showing one-year Florida residence
• The Senior Tuition Waiver Form
The HCC SouthShore Campus is located at 551 24th Street NE, in 

Ruskin, across from Lennard High School. From Sun City Center, go 
west on S.R. 674 and follow the road signs for ‘HCC SouthShore.’ The 
fee waiver does not include the cost of textbooks. For more information, 
call Peggy Gleason at (813) 359-6157.

 

HCC offers free tuition waivers 
for seniors

Art Committee
to hold meeting

Hillsborough County’s Public Art 
Committee will meet from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 11 in the Conference Room 
on the 23rd floor of County Center, 
601 E. Kennedy Blvd., in down-
town Tampa.

For more information, call 
Bill Iverson, Public Art Program 
Coordinator, at (813) 307-1070.

Book a cruise
There will be a presentation 

by Seabourn Cruise Line at 10 
a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 16 at 
the Sun City Center Chamber 
of Commerce, 1651 Sun City 
Center Plaza. 

To RSVP or find out more 
information, call 633-4880.
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The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at

1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 
www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS

No Spaghetti Dinners ‘til September 7

Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings

Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter 
   or fried) 
 7-11 p.m. Live Music

Every Saturday  Horseshoes 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, Aug.12 7-11 p.m. Beach Monkeys

Saturday, Aug. 13 5-7 p.m. Women of the Moose Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Aug. 19 7-11 p.m. Del and Gary

Saturday, Aug. 20 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Kim Mullins

Friday, Aug. 26 7-11 p.m. Ted Ennis

Saturday, Aug. 27 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim 
  Moose Scavenger Hunt

Friday, Sept. 2 7-11 p.m. Tony John

Saturday, Sept. 3 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 9 7-11 p.m. Taylor and Taylor

Saturday, Sept. 10 5-7 p.m. Women of the Moose Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 16 7-11 p.m. Ella and JT

Saturday, Sept. 17 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 23 7-11 p.m. Tone Benders

Saturday, Sept. 24 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests. 

 

RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

IN UNIFORM

Corey J. Hall
Army Pvt. Corey J. Hall has 

graduated from basic infantry 
training at Fort Benning, Colum-
bus, GA.

During the nine weeks of train-
ing, the soldier received training 
in drill and ceremonies, weap-
ons, map reading, tactics, military 
courtesy, military justice, physical 
fitness, first aid, and Army history, 
core values and traditions.

Additional training included 
development of basic combat 
skills and battlefield operations 
and tactics, and experiencing use 
of various weapons and weapons 
defenses available to the infantry 
crewman.

He is the son of Timothy and 
Kristin Hall of Trinity Lane of 
Gibsonton.

Hall graduated in 2008 from East 
Bay High School.

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 
and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday each month. 

Thursday, Aug. 11 — Bar Bingo 
at 6 p.m. 

Friday, Aug. 12 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by Del & 
Gary from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, Aug. 13 — Hall Rent-
ed. School of Instruction at 11 a.m., 
8108 Riverview Dist. 12. 

Sunday, Aug. 14 — Music by Top 
Shelf from 5 to 9 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 15 — American 
Riders Meeting.

Tuesday, Aug. 16— Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 
opens at 4:30 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 17 — American Legion Auxiliary Meeting at 
7 p.m.

The Preserve at Alafia hosted Greater Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce ribbon cutting and grand opening celebration on Aug. 4. 
The Preserve at Alafia combines the serene waterfront views of the 
 Alafia River along with a contemporary architectural style. A luxu-
rious apartment community is conveniently nestled amongst ma-
jestic grand oak trees adjacent to an 80-acre natural preserve with 
breathtaking views of the Alafia River. The Preserve at Alafia is a 
truly unique community offering contemporary features and recre-
ational amenities which include a pool, yoga pavilion, boat dock, 
kayak and canoes, state-of-the-art fitness center, theater room, 
clubhouse and much more. For more information, visit online www.
thepreserveatalafia.com or call (813) 443-0600. 

Huth and Booth Photography 

The Preserve at Alafia has ribbon 
cutting and grand opening

Enviro-Audit & Compliance, Inc. (EAC) has moved. EAC has been 
located on Old Main Street (10th Avenue West) in Palmetto since it was 
founded in 1989. Like everyone, the economy has made it necessary for 
them to tighten their belts. This has resulted in the decision to downsize 
their office and equipment storage space. They have not left Palmetto, 
just moved to 5306 U.S. Highway 41 N., in the Jayson’s Accent Plaza.

EAC is a Geology Business under the provisions of Chapter 492 FS that 
provides professional services related to environmental investigations 
and regulatory compliance. The president of the firm, Joe K. Buerhop, is 
a licensed Professional Geologist with over 30 years of  experience.

EAC has extensive experience in Phase I and Phase II Environmen-
tal Site Assessments, Site Assessments for the investigation of petro-
leum (Chapter 62-770 FAC) environmental impacts and non-petroleum 
(Chapter 62-780 FAC) impacts, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans 
(SWPPP), National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permits, regulatory compliance and closure of storage tank systems 
(Chapters 62-761 and 62-762 FAC), management of hazardous waste 
(Chapter 62-730 FAC), and development of groundwater and surface 
water monitoring plans. Field services include soil, sediment, ground-
water, and surface water sampling. EAC follows all Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Standard Operating Procedures and is 
 proficient in EPA/FDEP STORET data management.

Environmental audit business moves

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

American Legion Riders to meet
Janet Taylor, Commander of American Legion Post #389 in Ruskin, is 

announcing a meeting of the ‘American Legion Riders’ at 7 p.m. (1900 
Hrs) on Monday, Aug. 15 at Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) building in Ruskin on Hwy. 41 
North (across from drive-in movie).

Come out if you a ‘Rider,’ or if you ever thought 
about becoming a ‘Rider.’ Help support this new 
group of the American Legion.

American Legion Post #389 earned a title of #1 
in the state of Florida for membership increase 

last year. Their Post also has the American Legion Women’s Auxiliary, 
Unit #389, as well as The Sons of The American Legion.

Riverview student graduates from  
Savannah College of Art and Design

Jaryn Miller of Riverview graduated from the Savannah College of Art 
and Design having earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Industrial 
Design.

The Savannah College of Art and Design is a private, nonprofit, 
 accredited institution conferring bachelor's and master's degrees to 
 prepare talented students for professional careers. As the most compre-
hensive art and design university in the world, SCAD offers more than 
40 majors and more than 50 minors at distinctive locations in Savan-
nah and Atlanta, Georgia; in Hong Kong; in Lacoste, France; and online 
through SCAD eLearning.

Night of Art at SouthShore Library 
A night of Art@your Library is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 1. The 

opening reception for our Instructor’s Show will be in the Crawford 
 Gallery in SouthShore Regional Library.

Join them in welcoming  artists Phyllis Alexandroff, Laurie Burhop, 
Brenda Eastep, Tim Gibbons, Stephanie Grimes, Susan Hess, Leah Lo-
pez, Bruce Marsh, Patsy Monk, Melissa Miller-Nece, Michael Parker, 
Margit Redlawsk, Diane Simon, Anne Walker, Minnette Webster, and 
Cory Wright. 

The evening Art@your Library provides the public the opportunity to 
view and participate in the many art activities that SouthShore Regional 
Library provides free of charge. 

There also will be art classes for children and adults from 6:30 p.m. 
Cory Wright will be teaching the Wee Artists (3-6 years) from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. Tim Gibbons will teach the Creative Artists (7-10 years) from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; and Michael Parker will teach drawing to teens and 
adults from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Pre-register at the Information Desk at 
SouthShore Regional Library or call (813) 273-3652. Space is limited. 

For more information, call Laurie Burhop, art coordinator at South-
Shore Regional Library, at (813) 273-3652.

Back to School 
Health Fair

School is out, but not for long. 
Hillsborough County’s Family 
and  Aging Services Department is 
helping to prepare students for the 
 upcoming school year by teaming 
up with the Back to School Coali-
tion of Hillsborough County to 
host several Back to School Health 
Fairs, one of which is in Ruskin 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Aug. 20 
at the SouthShore Community Re-
source Center, 201 14th Ave. S.E.  

Free physicals and immuniza-
tions will be given to school-aged 
children entering Florida schools 
for the first time. In addition, 
Hillsborough County will provide 
free backpacks with school sup-
plies. An appointment is required. 
For more information, call (813) 
443-3048.
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CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

FREE BRAKE CHECK: New brake pads, resurface

front rotors, repack front wheel bearing (if

applicable), add brake fluid, inspect hydraulic suystem.

Additional parts/service often needed at extra cost.

Limited warranty - 12 months or 12,000 miles whichever

comes first. No other discounts apply. Valid only with coupon.

Not valid with other coupons. Exp. 9/15/11

2-WHEEL FRONT
DISC BRAKE SERV.

$20 OFF

Check Engine Light On?
Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

See store for details. Exp. 9/15/11

FULL ENGINE
DIAGNOSTIC SPECIAL

$4995
Value 

$91

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,

horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,

suspension, air and breather filter.

Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may

result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.

No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 9/15/11

MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

FREE Value

$3995

AAA Discount

Includes: Inspect belts, compressor & hoses,leak test entire system. (Freon extra). Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon.Not valid with other coupons or specials.
Exp. 9/15/11

A/C SERVICE
$997

Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

Environmental disposal fee may apply in some areas.

See store for details. Exp. 9/15/11

ANY FLUID
EXCHANGE

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH

Brakes, Transmission, Coolant, Power Steering

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OIL CHANGE
& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15-6pm • Sat. 7:15-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and lighttrucks. Please call for appointment.Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any othercoupons or specials. Coupon expires 8/25/11

 
P.O. Box 5914, Sun City Center, FL 33571 | 813.633.6677 | A division of the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay 

$10,000 AWARDED TO  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 
 

ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
IN SOUTH HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

FROM THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
OF GREATER SUN CITY CENTER 

GRANTS AT WORK 

www.cf tampabay.org 
Connecting donors who care with causes they care about. 

 

the more beautiful was the crys-
tal clear water that surrounded us 
as we walked along the pontoon 
walkway through the caves.

Looking down in 
the water, the forma-
tions were clearly 
visible because of 
the clarity of the wa-
ter. The caves were 
discovered in 1907 
by accident, and they 
have been a local at-
traction almost since 
they were discovered. 
The rock within the 

caves is limestone and the forma-
tions are naturally occurring.

The cave floor in some areas is 50 
feet deep, but because of the clar-
ity of the water, the bottom is vis-
ible. Our guide walked us through 
the formations and discussed with 
our group the history and the geol-
ogy of not only the caves, but the 
island. The Crystal Caves were 
worth a quick look and gave us 
a much needed reprieve from the 
island heat, and I would recom-
mend this detour if ever you find 
yourself on the relaxing island of 
Bermuda.

On a recent trip to Bermuda, 
we had the once-in-a-lifetime 
 opportunity to journey 120 feet 
under ground into the world fa-
mous Crystal Caves. Visitors 
from far and wide make 
it a necessary stop dur-
ing their travels around 
Bermuda, and we were 
no exception.

Upon entering the damp 
stairway that would lead 
us into the caves, the tem-
perature almost  instantly 
dropped from a balmy 
85° degrees to the lower 
70s;  making the physical activity 
of walking more bearable. As we 
walked  further down the entrance 
stairwell, we could hear water 
dripping and could see formations 
jutting out of the rocky ceiling. 
Once in the belly of the caves, the 
stalactites and stalagmites were 
clearly visible. 

The stalactites were the forma-
tions that seemed to be growing 
downwards from the cave ceiling 
and the stalagmites looked as if 
they were reaching up toward the 
ceiling, growing out of the cave 
floor. What made this sight all 

Saturation
Point
By Karey Burek

SATURATION POINT

Don’t miss Crystal Caves

Stalactites seemed to be growing downwards from the cave 
ceiling.

The Hillsborough County Hazard Mitigation Section is holding five 
public meetings to provide updates and seek public input from residents 
on the plans included in the Local Mitigation Strategy. The strategy is 
a document that identifies local vulnerability to natural hazards, such 
as flooding and wildfires; assesses risks for all of Hillsborough County, 
including Tampa, Temple Terrace and Plant City; and details government 
projects to mitigate or reduce those vulnerabilities. 

 At the meetings, staff will provide an overview of the Local Mitigation 
Strategy. Staff also will present and seek input on the Floodplain 
Management Plan portion of the Strategy and the draft Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan. The Community Wildfire Protection Plan will 
be  included in the Local Mitigation Strategy when adopted later this year. 
Additionally, an update will be provided on the progress of implement-
ing the County’s Post-Disaster Redevelopment Plan. For more informa-
tion on the County’s Hazard Mitigation Programs, visit: www.hillsbor-
oughcounty.org/pgm/hazardmit/.

All meeting facilities are ADA compliant. For more information, call 
the Hazard Mitigation Section at (813) 307-4541 (TTY: 301-7173). Para 
información, llamar al (813) 272-5275.

South County’s meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 23 at the 
South Shore Regional Service Center, 410 30th St. S.E., Ruskin.

County’s disaster plan to be discussed

SHINE program seeks volunteers
The Florida Department of Elder Affairs, along with the West Central 

Florida Area Agency on Aging, invites you to join the award-winning 
SHINE team of volunteers. This program helps elders make informed 
decisions about Medicare, health insurance and prescription drug plans.

SHINE volunteers provide individual counseling and assistance 
to  elders and their caregivers about Medicare, Medicaid, Medicare 
plan choices, long-term care planning and prescription discount drug 
 programs.  Volunteers may also make educational presentations to 
 community groups and participate in local health fairs, senior fairs and 
other outreach and educational events.

If you would like more information about this exciting opportunity 
and would like to become a SHINE volunteer in Hillsborough, Hardee, 
Highlands, Manatee and Polk Counties, call the West Central Florida 
Area Agency on Aging at (813) 740-3888, ext. 5593.

TDC to meet for 
quarterly meeting

The Hillsborough County Tourist 
Development Council (TDC) will 
meet at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 
11 for its regular quarterly meeting 
in the boardroom on the 2nd floor 
of County Center, 601 E. Kennedy 
Blvd., Tampa. 

For more information, con-
tact Marilyn Hett, Tourism 
Development Manager with 
the  Economic Development 
Department, at hettm@hillsbor-
oughcounty.org or call 272-6212.
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

Alpha Idol 2011
So, you think you can sing?

Trusted by Physicians & Patients Alike Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm

$1000 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 9/30/11

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

Casual Waterfront Dining
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers 
and Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
Live Music Every Thursday 

and Saturday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm
Sunday 11-3 pm

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

FOURSOME SPECIAL $50 4 Golfers
Exp. 9/1/11

A bit of Southern charm comes to Apollo Beach

Stacey Spano has opened the Southern Charm Boutique at 222 
Apollo Beach Blvd.

APOLLO BEACH — If her smile 
doesn’t catch your eye, her soft 
southern accent will certainly catch 
your ear. That would make sense, 
too, considering just how many 
beautiful pieces there are in Stacey 
Spano’s new furniture consignment 
boutique. There is much for the eye 
to take in. Give her smile a look, 
too, it will brighten your day.

Spano opened Southern Charm 
Boutique on July 1. Her grand 
opening celebration in the store 
located at 222 Apollo Beach Blvd 
was held last weekend..

“A lot of the pieces we have are 
name brands and are expensive 
pieces when new, but now they are 
in here. They still look like new but 
are very affordable,” Spano said. 
“We are trying to suit everyone’s 
budget. We have a bedroom suite 
over here that originally cost over 
$25,000, but we have it for under 
$7,000. It’s neat that people who 
typically couldn’t afford that 
type of furniture; it’s basically 
handmade, heirloom-type pieces, 
almost anyone can afford them.”

Inside the 1,300 square foot store 
are unique pieces and something 
for nearly everyone. 

“Accessories are already selling 
really well,” Spano said. “People 
will stop in just to look around, 
not expecting to buy any furniture, 
but they’ll end up taking some 
accessories home. Accessories 
have been selling so well that I’m 
ordering some — they are new, not 
everything here is pre-owned.”

But what is pre-owned is typically 
one-of-a-kind.

“Some of the things I have in 

Business News

here are unique,” she said looking 
around the tastefully presented and 
beautiful furniture. “You can’t just 
go into any store to find some of 
these pieces. Personally, I would not 
spend the money they cost new, that 
just isn’t possible in my lifestyle, 
but for so much less money I can 
get a quality piece, an heirloom 
piece that will last forever.”

In addition to what she has in the 
store, Spano, an interior decorator, 
wants to be the means through 
which people can find anything 
they may be looking for.

“I love finding unique pieces, 
and especially finding someone 
who loves it just as much as I do, 
knowing that it will be perfect for 
their house,” she said. “I have 30 
pages of things that people are 
looking for, or they want to consign. 
No matter what, we’re going to find 

what you are looking for. You tell 
me what you need; I’ll find it at a 
price that you want.”

Her Apollo Beach location has 
given her a perk that she wasn’t 
expecting. Although she has lived 
in the Bay area for 20 years, she 
remains a small-town Georgia girl 
at heart.

“I prayed about it that things 
would line up, and I came to this 
place,” she said. “I want to say just 
how much I love this area and the 
people here. I am so grateful to the 
people here. People here like this 
community and they want people to 
succeed here. It is very personal and 
I want to get to know every person 
that walks through the door.” 

Southern Charm Boutique
222 Apollo Beach Blvd
Apollo Beach, FL 33572

813-645-9047

Michele Herndon with Keller 
Williams Realty, and Candy 
Seward with Florida Home Re-
alty Professionals, Inc., have each 
earned the nationally recognized 
Short Sales and Foreclosure Re-
source certification. 

The National Association of RE-
ALTORS® offers the SFR certifi-
cation to REALTORS® who want 
to help both buyers and sellers 
navigate these complicated trans-
actions, as demand for profession-
al expertise with distressed sales 
grows. 

According to a recent NAR sur-
vey, nearly one-third of all existing 
homes sold recently were either 
short sales or foreclosures. 

 For many real estate profession-
als, short sales and foreclosures are 
the new “traditional” transaction. 

REALTORS®, such as Michele 
and Candy, who have earned the 
SFR certification, know how to 
help sellers maneuver the com-
plexities of short sales as well as 
help buyers pursue short sale and 
foreclosure opportunities. Using 
her short sales and foreclosure 
expertise, Herndon has closed on 
over 30 distressed properties for 
her clients in the recent past.

The certification program in-
cludes training on how to qualify 
sellers for short sales, negotiate 
with lenders, protect buyers, and 
limit risk, and provides resources 
to help REALTORS® stay current 
on national and state-specific in-

formation as the market for these 
distressed properties evolves.

For more information about 
the SFR certification, visit www.
REALTORSFR.org or call 1-877-
510-7855. u

Michelle Herndon and Candy Seward 
earn short sales, foreclosure 
certification 

Tour of local 
businesses offered 
monthly

Tour de SouthShore is a behind-
the-scenes look at businesses 
people might never have visited 
or even known existed. This will 
be a once a month event sponsored 
by the SouthShore Chamber of 
Commerce given Fridays through 
October.

The tour involves five or six 
businesses and a stop for lunch 
along the route. The day concludes 
around 1:30 p.m.

Not only chamber members, but 
the general public will be invited 
to participate. There is a $50 
participation fee for those who 
would like their businesses toured 
and a $25 cost to those who would 
like to take the tour to cover the 
chamber’s expenses. 

Any business interested in 
being a stop on the tour may call 
for details. There are also a few 
openings left for “tourists.” 

The $25 fee for a tourist includes 
breakfast, snack and lunch.  

For more information call 813-
645-3808. u
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Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.
603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement 
& Door Inserts

• Sliding Glass 
Doors

• Broken Window 
Repair

• Hurricane Shutters

• Turn the money you have into the money 
you’ll need

• Be aware of AMT
• Keep an eye on Social Security
• Income strategies

Presented by: Travis Sickle, CRPC®, AAMS®, 

and John Hunter, CRPC®

Join us for Continental Breakfast!

Wealth Management Strategies: Workshop

Call to reserve your seat: (813) 321-6441
at Club Renaissance • 2121 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.

Sun City Center, Florida 33573
 August 16, 2011 August 18, 2011
 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.

There is no cost or obligation to attend.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advice offered through 
Independent Financial Partners, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

FISH TALES

Nothing compares to the breeze 
along the gulf, as it carries the salty 
scent of the sea. I cannot write 
enough words to give this atmo-
sphere justice. You will 
just have to grab your 
beach gear and experi-
ence it yourself.

Spending the past 
week enjoying the gulf 
waterways south, bask-
ing in the Florida sun 
and enjoying the white 
sand and great gulf 
fishing, was a great ‘getaway.’

Early mornings and late evenings 
I found that the sharks come close 
to shore to feed. They seemed to be 
gentle and swam away from those 
brave enough to enter the water.

Trout were a great catch from the 
beach for those wading out a dis-
tance and then making their cast.

Some, however, only fed the fish, 
not knowing when to set the hook. 

I was surprised how many people 
were fishing on the beach.

Many charter boats are in this 
area, and their summer business is 
just as great as during the winter 
season. I was told that in the sum-
mer the tourists arrive with their 
families before school starts and 
many take their children on the 
charter boats.

Each day, from 2 to 4 p.m. char-
ters return to the local waterfronts 
with their anglers and their  catches. 
Many locals are waiting for the 
boats to return to buy fresh fish. 

Anglers are warm, friendly peo-
ple, all in the mood to get away 
from it all. Outdoor fun takes 
center stage. No one is a stranger; 
everyone you meet is happy. It’s 
vacation time, and no one’s in the 
daily grind that a job brings, and 
the children are not in school. 

There is a beach in Venice, FL 
for dogs. It is called Brohard Dog 
Beach and Paw Park located in 
South Venice on Harbor Drive. 
Dogs and owners cool off in the 
water together.

Owners of horses still ride on 
the beach, but maybe not for long, 
as this is a subject being reviewed 
by the ‘City Fathers’ of the beach 

town, who are not in  favor of 
 horses on their beaches.

While in Venice, you not only 
can go to the dog beach, but fish 

from their famous wa-
ters that  deposit more 
shark’s teeth ashore, 
than any other shore in 
Florida.

Eat your seafood at 
Sharkeys Restaurant, 
and then go shark tooth 
searching along their 
beachfront.

If you collect seashells, Captiva 
Island is the place to go. Many 
 different shells are on Captiva’s 
waterfront that can’t be found 
elsewhere.

Most of the condo and water-
front hotels keep their waterfronts 
free from shells by pavers smooth-
ing out the sand each morning. 

You will find seafood restau-
rants along the beaches from 
Anna  Maria, Bradenton, Lido, St. 
 Armand,  Siesta Key,  Holmes, 
Longboat, Nakomis, Venice, and 
Captiva. Of all that I visited I found 
that I  enjoyed the food at Anna 
Maria Oyster Bar’s three  locations 
best for food value and cost.

You see people of all walks 
of life, and it seems all are very 
friendly. I talked to people from all 
over the world. Many from France, 
Canada, England,  Germany, and 
Spain.

A fashion show of bathing wear 
was everywhere. From the small-
est toddler to the older men and 
women. Bermuda shorts were 
the dress code for both men and 
 women anglers. 

I saw one boat with girls only 
aboard, all fishing. I also met one 
women who owns a fleet of char-
ter fishing boats.

Our local waterways have the 
same charms: breaking waves, salt 
water spraying in your face, the 
smell of nature, and abundance of 
fish as our friends south of us, so 
you need not travel, although it is 
great to get away from the daily 
grind. 

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

Get away from the daily grind The 31st Annual Tampa Bay 
Senior Games are scheduled for 
Oct. 3-14. The games are open 
to anyone age 50 and up. Last 
year’s oldest contestant was 96 
years young and the youngest 
was 50. Entry fee is only $20 
and includes unlimited partici-
pation in the games, a ticket to 
the awards luncheon, opening 
ceremony breakfast, and t-shirt. 
The golf event costs an addi-
tional $20 and power lifting an 
additional $5. The award ban-
quet for a non-participant is $10. 
Registration deadline is Friday, 
Sept. 23.

The games feature two weeks 
of competition in various activi-
ties, such as basketball, billiards, 
bowling, cribbage, dominoes, 
golf, hobby show, pickleball, 
pinochle, swimming, table ten-
nis, talent showcase, tennis and 
track and field.

The Tampa Bay Senior Games 
are hosted by the Hillsborough 
County Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department, 
Hills  borough County Family 
and Aging Services, City of 
Tampa Recreation Department, 
and Temple Terrace Leisure 
Services.

For the registration form, event 
schedule and event locations, 
visit www.hillsboroughcounty.
org/parks/ or for more informa-
tion, call (813) 635-3519.

 

Register for 
Senior Games 

Boating safety tip sheet
As boaters take to the waterways this summer, Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) boating experts have some 
tips to help keep people safe.

• Be weather wise. Know the weather before you begin your outing.
• Make sure your boat and motor are sound and in good working 

condition.
• Check all safety equipment, including U.S. Coast Guard-approved 

life jackets, fire extinguishers, sound-producing devices and visual 
 distress signals and ensure they are readily accessible.

• Florida law requires children under 6 years old, and all people using 
personal watercraft or water skis, to wear life jackets. FWC boating 
safety experts say all boaters should wear life jackets and should consider 
 purchasing the new U.S. Coast Guard-approved inflatable life jacket.

• File a float plan. Tell a responsible person from where and when you 
are leaving, where you are going and your estimated time of return.

• Carry a cellular phone, and be sure your VHF radio is working 
properly.

• Don’t overload your boat with people or equipment.
• Everyone born on or after Jan. 1, 1988, is required to pass a 

Commission-approved boater education course to operate most 
boats. The FWC encourages all boaters to take a safe-boating course. 
Information on course availability is at MyFWC.com/Boating

• Alcohol and drug use are 
major contributors to boating 
fatalities. Also, impaired boat-
ers come off the water and often 
become impaired drivers, further 
endangering public safety. Don’t 
drink or take drugs and operate a 
boat or vehicle.

• It is against the law to be impaired while operating a vessel. The 
FWC encourages people to report impaired or suspected impaired boat-
ers to the FWC’s toll-free Wildlife Alert Hotline at 1-888-404-FWCC 
(3922). Callers may stay anonymous and are eligible for a reward if their 
information leads to an arrest. But more importantly, reporting impaired 
boaters may save lives.

• Operators should pay attention, stay alert, mind passengers, and be 
responsible for their vessel’s wake. 
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Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: The minerals in tap water can 
exacerbate tearstains in dogs and cats. Along 
with daily cleaning, give your pet only bottled 
or filtered water to help alleviate staining.
Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter
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Melanoma / Skin Cancer
SCREENING
Don’t ignore that suspicious mole any longer....
Getting screened could save your life!!

The Skin Cancer Centers
Dermatology Associates

Call for an appointment 813-634-1455

NOW OFFERING:

Why us?

Call or a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
www.BratesAluminum.com

• SUNROOMS
• SCREEN ROOMS

CASH
DISCOUNTS!

Visit Our NEWEST Location: 
RIVERVIEW Patient Service Center 

RIVERVIEW
Big Bend Professional Center 
(located behind Starbucks)

13143 Vail Ridge Drive
Building #6 
Riverview, Fl  33579
Tel: 813-672-6208
Fax: 813-677-1819

Hours:
Monday - Friday ..................6:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed for lunch ....... 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Appointment scheduling available at 

Visit QuestDiagnostics.com/patient to:

Quest, Quest Diagnostics, the associated logo and all associated Quest Diagnostics marks are the trademarks 
of Quest Diagnostics. © 2010 Quest Diagnostics Incorporated. All rights reserved.

SENIOR MONDAYS
Many popular items

DISCOUNTED 50%
in addition to weekly 

specials. Always LOW, 
REASONABLE PRICES!!

SAVE...SAVE...SAVE
BRING THIS AD

your purchase of $25

St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Behind St. Anne Church and next to 
Kennco Mfg.

$5 Off

professional research for diverse 
purposes: education, journalism, 
professional-to-professional 
interactions. The group consists 

Cuba Today
largely of mature achievers, 
many with backgrounds in 
law, corporate management, 
community organization. We’re 
supposed to be shuttled around 
each day and night on one of 
the thousands of government-
operated busses that fill Havana 
streets and Cuban roads, cued and 
queued, shepherded and surveiled 
by government-employed guides. 

But early in the eight-day trip, 
the itinerary quite unexpectedly 
undergoes radical adjustment. I 
take it as a nudge from the gods, 
the best opportunity I’m going to 
get to vacate that bus, to go my 
own way. Dusting off my rusty 
high school Spanish  —  “Hablo 
usted en Inglis?”  —  I set off 
to wander the old city alone, to 
connect with native Habanans, 
many who speak some and some 
even fluent in English. I ask them 
to share their country, their city, 
their lives with me a few hours at 
a time. 
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

To Be Continued
Next: Havana at 500

 Continued from page 2 ■

Melody JaMeson photo
Most of Cuba’s visitors arrive in groups of a few to hundreds in 
number and are ferried around Havana as well as its environs in 
thousands of government-operated busses. Provided by the Chi-
nese, Cuba’s current partner in communism, the 40-plus passenger 
vehicles are air conditioned, with cushy comfortable seating, cold 
water bottle storage - and government-employed Cuban guides gen-
erally assumed to be agents of the police state. Tourist-conscious 
Cuba embraces her visitors from everywhere but America with Ca-
ribbean island hospitality, convenient money exchanges and con-
siderable surveillance. 

Florida Highwaymen exhibit extended!
PALMETTO — The Florida Highwaymen Art 

Exhibit at the Palmetto Historical Park and Manatee 
County Agricultural Museum has been extended 
through Wednesday, August 31. 

Thirty-one paintings are on exhibit throughout the 
park, ten of which are on sale. Several new paintings 
have been added to the original exhibit. Guided tours 
are necessary to see the full exhibit and are scheduled 
at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Days of operation are Tuesday 
through Friday and the first and third Saturday of the 
month. For more information, call 941-721-2034 or 
941-723-4991.

The Florida Highwaymen are a small group of 
African American landscape artists who began 
painting in the late 1950s. The paintings were then 
sold out of the trunk of their cars, as the artists went 
from door to door at homes and business offices or set 
up shop on a busy corner at the side of the road. Their 
bright and sultry images of Florida’s tropical beauty 
were sold for as little as twenty or thirty dollars. Today 
their paintings are widely sought after collectibles.

The Highwaymen originated from the Fort Pierce, 
Florida area when a white artist, Albert Ernest “Bean” 
Backus began to tutor a young African American teen 
named Alfred Hair. “Bean” not only taught Hair, but he 
influenced other young artists interested in exploring 
their creativity and developing a similar, yet unique 
style of their own…as well as making a living outside 
of the back-breaking labor in citrus groves and tomato 
fields. In 1995 the term “Highwaymen” was coined 
by Jim Fitch, a Florida museum curator, who wrote 
an article about the artists for the magazine “Antiques 
and Art Around Florida.”

Come out and see the paintings and learn about the 
Highwaymen — a unique part of Florida history.

The ag museum and historical park are located at 515 
10th Ave. W, Palmetto, FL 34221. Visit the website at 
www.manateeclerk.com/historical/PalmettoPark.aspx “Sailing on River” by Highwaymen Artist Roy 

McLendon



AUGUST 11, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER • 15

Billor said now that a report 
has been made, if people call 
and add to it, their claims will be 
investigated.

What frightens people like 
Debbie Chapman is that dogs 
like hers cannot always obey 
commands and therefore may be 
beaten or killed. “There is no way 
the thieves will know my dog is 
deaf,” she said, almost in tears.

“All the dogs were males — 

penny fletcher photo
Some of the people who had lost their dogs brought photographs of them hoping someone reading 
this news story would recognize them.

Missing dogs
Continued from page 3 ■

many boxers and pit bulls — except 
for two of the four boxers stolen 
from my sister,” said Connie Ciani. 
“She had four boxers with shock 
collars on.”

People who have lost dogs or 
who are interested in this cause 
may attend the next meeting. It is 
scheduled for Monday, Aug. 19 at 
7 p.m. at the South Shore Library 
on Beth Shields Way (off 19th 
Avenue) that runs east and west 

between U.S. 41 and U.S. 301 
in Ruskin.

“Perhaps someone has a 
description of the people who 
are stealing the dogs,” Christy 
Clark said.

So far, a black Chevrolet diesel 
pick-up truck and a smaller red 
pick-up are the only descriptions 
of vehicles described anywhere 
near any of the scenes.
u

Building a disaster supply kit
The Florida Division of Emer-

gency Management is reminding 
all Floridians of the importance of 
personal preparedness and build-
ing a disaster supply kit before a 
hurricane threatens your area.

“We encourage every Floridian 

to take personal responsibility for 
their family’s hurricane prepared-
ness,” said Bryan W. Koon, Direc-
tor of the Division of Emergency 
Management. “A personal disaster 
plan and a well-stocked disaster 
supply kit are essential tools to en-
sure your family’s safety and secu-

rity during a hurricane.”
Residents and businesses can 

prepare for the 2011 Atlantic Hur-
ricane Season now by going to 
www.FloridaDisaster.org, where 
you can create a personal disaster 
plan and a business disaster plan. 

The best way for residents to 

make their families and homes 
safer is to be prepared before a di-
saster happens.

For more information visit: 
www.FloridaDisaster.org. Follow 
us on Twitter at www.Twitter.com/
flsert and on Facebook at www.Fa-
cebook.com/FloridaSERT. u
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Nobody else
sells this 
quality
at this price.

Since 1937

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1912 W. Brandon Blvd.

$15.95
sq. ft.

Installed
PAINTED 
SOLID 

SHUTTERS
Will not warp or crack

Usable in wet applications

PLEASE
COMPARISON

SHOP!

Join us on: Find us online!Your insurance plan may cover hearing aids. Call today to inquire.

☎		Call today to schedule a complimentary hearing screening:

“We’re Listening, Florida.” 
You’ve asked for better hearing at an affordable price.

CONCERNED ABOUT HEARING LOSS?  
VISIT US FOR A FREE SCREENING...AND FIND OUT, IT MAY JUST BE WAX!

How does 
$40.78/month* sound? 

Just $1.36/day! 
Life’s much more enjoyable when you can hear what’s happening around you. In fact, no purchase pays better quality-of-life dividends than an investment in 
better hearing. Good news: Tremendous advances have been made in hearing aid technology.  Today’s instruments are more effective and discreet than ever.  
Even better news: We’re working hard to make hearing help more affordable than ever.  Visit HEARx soon, and let our hearing health professionals help you find 
a solution that‘s perfect for your needs…and your budget.  It’s time to get back in the conversation!

WE 
MAKE 

IT EASY

SUN CITY CENTER 
Marketplace at Cypress Creek 

729 Cortaro Drive, Unit 15 

813.633.6767

*Example based on $1495 financed, 48 mos, 13.90% APR

Your payments may be higher or lower depending on purchase amount, term,  
down payment or interest rate you qualify for.

Based on approved credit; not all applicants will qualify.

That leaves just two theaters in 
America ready for the change to 
digital, a short 18 months away. 

Nearly eight decades after the 
first drive-in opened in 1933 with 
the slogan “The whole family is 
welcome, regardless of how noisy 
the children are,” the Ruskin 
Drive-In still holds true to a 
family-friendly tradition. It is one 
of South Hillsborough’s largest 
and most economical family-
oriented entertainment venues. 
Whether it makes the short list 
of theaters to survive the digital 
conversion remains an unknown.

The final Harry Potter movie is 
playing on the screen as the storm 
clouds from summer squalls move 
out. In front of the projection 
booth, two young women sit on 
top of the back seat of an open 
convertible making for an iconic 
image in an iconic place. Inside 
the snack bar, young children look 
at the candy offerings with the 
seriousness of bankers looking at 
a pile of cash. Their parents chat 
amongst each other. The snack bar 
clears out when the movie begins, 
although some children still 
prefer to run to this place or that 
in favor of seeing Harry Potter 
defeat the Dark Lord. The movie 
is about magic, but the real magic 
is within the expansive fenced 
confines of the theater. In many 
ways, it is like stepping back in 
time, a time when people were 
happy and good to each other.

“You can see how people treat 
each other in the theater,” said 
owner Ted Freiwald. “People 
seem to treat each other better 
in here. I don’t know why. The 
atmosphere here has totally 
changed since 2004, and it was 
good before. It’s not just how they 
treat the theater itself, but it’s also 
how they treat each other.”

Two first-run movies are $5 for 
an adult ticket and $1 for children, 
making the Ruskin Drive-In 
one of the most economical 
entertainment venues in South 
Hillsborough. Prices in the snack 
bar are also reminiscent of times 
past, with a hot dog, hamburger, 
pizza, popcorn, or soda available 
for just a few bucks. Ticket sales 
help in getting a shot at first-run 
movies, but the concession stand 
keeps the theater in business. 
Concession prices are kept 
low to make it competitive and 
affordable, but the money from 
ticket sales alone isn’t enough to 
keep the theater open.

Despite the pressure to raise 
money, Ted and Karen Freiwald 
have no intention of changing 

anything. They understand 
that times are tough for many 
people, especially families. They 
understand what the theater means 
to people across the area. Like 
other drive-in theater owners, 
their business could be closed 
down easily enough. Ted and 
Karen work overtime to ensure 
that won’t happen.

“I’m going on 79-years-old. 
We could be out doing other 
things, but we want to stay 
here,” Ted said. “Karen, with her 
booth experience, could keep the 
Ruskin Drive-In open for many 
more years with film format and 
probably hold prices at 2011 
levels.”

But that isn’t possible. 
Movie distributors will be fully 
converted to digital by 2013. To 
raise the funds needed to convert 
to digital, the Ruskin Drive-In is 
selling t-shirts for $16.50. They 
hope to sell 15,000 of them to 
make the conversion possible. 

“Today people have way more 
on their plates with the economy,” 
Ted said. “If people want to 
give donations, instead just take 
some t-shirts to sell. I want to 
give people some quality for 
their money. If they have a good 
t-shirt they can wear out in public, 
they’ve got something for their 
money. People have a tremendous 
amount of money to spend just 
getting their kids to school.”

Converting to digital is more 
than just buying a new projector 
— film and computers are 
two vastly different things. In 
addition to a new projector, a 
new projector booth must be 
built closer to the screen. That 
booth must be air-conditioned and 
dust-free to protect the computers. 
Additionally, connecting to their 
traditional speaker stands and FM 
radio broadcasting system will 
present challenges. In addition, 
there are questions surrounding 
the new equipment itself. With 
only two theaters in the world 
successfully converted, there is 
little in the way of field-testing.

“There is more reasonably 
priced equipment available to go 
digital,” Ted said. “I, with other 
theatre owners, have looked at 
the quality and found that there is 
a very high probability that such 
equipment would not last over 3 
to 4 years. If the Ruskin Drive-
In is to continue in business, we 
need to have the best equipment 
available. Also, these companies 
are all start-ups and may not be 
around for a long time. Christies, 

Local theatre threatened
Continued from page 1 ■

MITCH TRAPHAGEN PHOTOS
Ted Freiwald in the projection booth at the Ruskin Drive-In.  The current film projector is a work of art.  
After 34 years working with it, as well as factory training, Freiwald is an expert on it.  The large film spools 
and the projector itself, however, will soon be obsolete.

While Harry Potter played with magic on the big screen, the real magic 
was occurring in the expansive fenced confines of the theater itself.  
Driving past the ticket booth is like stepping back in time.

See THEATRE THREATENED, page 17
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We are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center
At Home Auto Care, Inc.

(813) 645-0339

Buy any set of four new MICHELIN® brand 
passenger or light truck tires, and get a 
$70 MasterCard® Prepaid Card after 
mail-in rebate. Offer valid August 11 
through September 7, 2011. 

1 See michelinman.com for more details on the stop shorter bene� ts of speci� c MICHELIN® brand passenger and light truck tires.
2  See redemption form at participating dealers for complete offer details. Offer expires 09/07/11. Void where prohibited. The card is issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from MasterCard 

International Incorporated and managed by Citi Prepaid services. MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Cards will not have cash access and can be used 
everywhere MasterCard debit cards are accepted.

Copyright © 2011 Michelin North America, Inc.  All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.

STOP SHORTER WITH A MICHELIN® TIRE1 ANDS

 

 prepaid card after mail-in rebate.2

35
51

84
-2

62
42

At Home Auto Care, Inc.
2003 S US Highway 41 Ruskin, Fl. 33570 (813) 645-0339

We Are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

www.athomeauto.net
Hours of Operation Mon-Fri 8:00am - 4:00pm

®

Soldiers say thanks
Sun City Center resident Enid Stewart’s grandson, Shane Fer-
guson, and his buddies from the 101st Airborne 17th Calvary at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, are all smiles because of the support 
they have received from Sun City Center residents. The Sun City 
Center Singles along with the Kings Point Singles have collected 
toys, pillows, sheets, snacks, eye drops and hygiene articles for 
the soldiers to distribute in Afghanistan. The soldiers wish to ex-
press their thanks to everyone for their donations and thoughtful-
ness.

Barco, Texas Instruments, Sony 
and Strong have all been around 
50 years or more, and have good 
reputations for backing up their 
products and having adequate 
parts on hand for repairs.”

As anyone with a computer 
knows, electronics can and do 
fail.

“Two of the motherboards in 
digital projectors cost $9000 
each,” Ted continued. “The light 
bulbs with a 500 hour life cost 
$1600 each; our bulbs [for the 
film projector] are under $700 and 
last from 5,000 to a high of over 
10,000 hours. The lowest quote 
on the lenses alone is $8,800. I’ve 
had people tell me the lenses have 

Local theatre threatened by technology
Continued from page 16 ■ to be made in Germany and can 

run as high as $30,000.”
Such prices could cause anyone 

to wonder about the value 
in return. For Ted and Karen 
Freiwald, they know the value. 
They see it in the faces of the 
children and their parents. To 
them, it is priceless. So much so 
that when floodwaters damaged 
the theater a few years back, they 
sold their home to pay for repairs 
and they told no one but their 
closest friends. To them, to the 
families and couples who come 
to enjoy a night at the area’s only 
remaining theater, it was worth it. 
It still is.

The first of the evening’s two 
movies begins. The teenage girls 

in the convertible are dancing 
outside of their car. Ted smiles 
and waves at them from the 
projection booth. This is a good 
and safe place. While Harry Potter 
waves his wand, the real magic 
is inside this theater. There is 
something special here. He hopes 
it will continue to be special even 
after he’s gone. Fifteen thousand 
t-shirts can help to make that 
happen.

Ruskin Drive-In t-shirts are 
available in the concession stand 

of the drive-in and at Bette’s 
Tip to Toe Salon in Ruskin. For 

more information visit www.
ruskinfamilydrivein.com, call 

(813) 645-1455, or email 
ruskinfamilydrivein@juno.com.

mitch traphagen photo
A mother stands by as her daughter decides on a candy purchase 
in the snack bar.
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C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

ALEXIS 
Alexis is a Lab mix whose owner 

could no longer care for her. She is 
an active dog and a load of fun to 
hang out with. Alexis likes other 
dogs and seems to do well with 
people of all ages. She has been 
passing time while waiting to be 
adopted by splashing in the doggy 
pool and playing chase with her 
playmates. Alexis has a wonderful 
personality and is spayed, micro-
chipped, and housebroken. She 
will be updated on her shots as part 
of her adoption.

DOB: September 2, 2010

TIPPY
Tippy is a black male kitten with 

boundless energy. When I visited 
him he was just about to tip over 
on the cat tower but that isn’t why 
he’s called Tippy. The two toes on 
both back feet are white while the 
rest of him is black. There isn’t a 
volunteer who can pass by his bed 
without some play time. He is very 
high on the cute scale and explod-
ing with kitten energy. He has been 
neutered and brought up-to-date 
on his shots and micro chipped.

DOB: May 15, 2011

Support your local businesses and save!!
Annette’s
Beauty
Salon

Full Service Salon
Corner Hwy. 301 &

S.R. 674 • Suite #108
(next to Copper Penny) 

• Golf Cart Accessible • 
HOURS:

Tues.-Sat. • 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

634-5422

• Color
   Specialist
• Specializing 
   in Foiling
   Hi-Lites
• Nail Tech

50% OFF
Shampoo, Cut
& Blow Dry

Exp. 8/31/11 • One coupon per customer 
(First time customers)

Cannot be combined with any other coupon

Hablamos Español

Men’s Cut
only $10

(First time customers) • Exp. 8/31/11
Cannot be combined with any other coupon

Welcome Maria
to our staff!

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING
• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work 

• Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist 

• Complete Engine Diagnostic

$99

Most Cars & Light Trucks
$2495

OIL CHANGE

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

$7670 $8060

Plus Parts • Most Cars & Light Trucks

$7280
4 Cyl. 6 Cyl. 8 Cyl.

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Se Habla Español

 • Apollo Beach 
 • Sun City Center

• Ruskin

Free Towing
to shop
if major
 repairs

are made

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653

2212 E. College Ave.
(S.R. 674) • Ruskin

Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Includes: Labor and Turn Rotors
Most Cars &  Light Trucks

Per Axle + Pads

BRAKE SPECIAL

10% 
OFF*

*100 sq. ft. or more
Dave’s Window Tinting

Expires 8/31/11

BEAT THE HEAT!!

DAVE’S
WINDOW TINTING

Block the Sun...
Not the View

• Lower Energy Bills
• Reduce Heat

• Reduce Fading
• Stop Glare

Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 20 years experience

294-8468
www.davestinting.com

Lower your electric bill! 
Up to 25%!

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Shell Point Rd.

SR 674 To Sun City Center
➔

N

• Same Dealer 
Services

• Lower Prices
• Better Care

Servicing
SCC, Ruskin &
Apollo Beach

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-2

616 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin

813-645-4632
www.totalautomotiveservices.com

Oil Change
$1999

Expires 8/24/11

5 qts. 10w30,
5w30 or 5w20 Oil

Special filters not included

$100 off
Transmission 

Rebuild Service

Proposed changes in county parks 
maintenance to produce savings

The Hillsborough County Parks, Recreation and Conservation 
Department is proposing a series of changes designed to improve the 
serv ices it provides, while at the same time saving money. With declin-
ing tax revenue, the current business model is not sustainable and 
changes are necessary. As part of these proposed changes, the depart-
ment is  recommending to contract all park and athletic field maintenance 
to local businesses in the community.

 This will represent an increase in maintenance frequency to all fields, 
creating a significant improvement over the current maintenance level 
and an anticipated cost savings that could reach 40 percent or up to $2 
million.

 A critical maintenance issue began in 2007 when the County turned 
over athletic field maintenance to the various youth athletic leagues and 
volunteer organizations due to budget cuts. While some leagues were 
financially able to take on this maintenance level, many struggled with 

What better way to end the 
 summer than to visit a Wilderness 
Park. The parks department invites 
you to bicycle, fish, hike, or walk 
in this 16,000-acre sanctuary for 
wildlife in Thonotosassa.

Hillsborough County’s Wilder-
ness Park System is about 16,000 
acres, and is located in the 
 Thonotosassa area. Dead River, 
Flatwoods, John B. Sargeant, 
Sr. Memorial Park, Harney Boat 
Ramp, Morris Bridge, the Morris 
Bridge Off Road Loop Area, Old 
Fort King Trail, and Trout Creek 
are all sites within the Wilderness 
Park System.

Although the motive behind 
the creation of the area’s largest 
 regional park was to protect down-
stream areas from flooding, the 
ultimate benefit to area residents 
goes far beyond that, and includes 
a wide variety of environmental 
and recreational advantages.

Most of the area was designed 
as a temporary impoundment 
of floodwater with a levee on 
its western boundary, a dam on 
the Hillsborough River, and the 
Tampa Bypass Canal to reroute 
floodwater. In addition, Flatwoods 
Park is also a well-field that sup-
plies drinking water to the City of 
Tampa.

The area has a long history. Past 
generations of Native Americans 
created tools out of flint, which is 
found along the river. American 
industrialists began harvesting 
pine, cypress and hardwood trees 
on the property in the 1840s. 
 Elevated tram roads built to haul 
timber through forested wetlands 
now serve as recreational trails. 

Choices abound for wildlife sanctuary visits
The Old Fort King Trail was a 
supply route from Tampa to Ocala, 
used to support U.S troops during 
the Seminole Wars and was later 
used during the Civil War.
Dead River Park

Dead River, 15098 Dead River 
Road, is situated at the  confluence 
of Dead River and the Hillsborough 
River. Nature lovers appre ciate 
a scenic two-mile trail alongside 
the Hillsborough River. This site 
 offers primitive group  camping.
Flatwoods Park

Flatwoods has two access points, 
14302 Morris Bridge Road and 
18205 Bruce B. Downs Blvd. Best 

known for its seven-mile 
paved loop road, which 
serves as a multiuse trail, 
Flatwoods Park provides 
a welcome getaway from 
Tampa’s developed land-
scape. The Morris Bridge 
well-field is located 
within the Park, and well-
houses can be observed 
along the trail. A two-

mile paved extension connects 
Bruce B. Downs Boulevard with 
the loop road. Park activities and 
features include a paved bicycle 
loop, off road bike trails, remote 
picnicking, and nature trails
John B. Sargeant, Sr. Memorial 
Park

John B. Sargeant, Sr. Memorial 
Park, 12856 U.S. Highway 301 
North, is best known for boating 
access to the Hillsborough River. 
Downriver, the Hillsborough 
 River State Canoe Trail winds 
through a jungle of hardwood 
trees, lilies and birds. Upstream, 
the river widens to flow through 
the broad hardwood swamp known 
as the Seventeen Runs. In 1989, 
Flint Creek Park was renamed in 
memory of John B. Sargeant, Sr., 
who served as a member of the 
Hillsborough River Basin Board 
of the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District. Park activi-
ties and features include a small 
boat ramp, picnicking, boardwalk, 
and fishing.

Morris Bridge Park
Morris Bridge, 13330 Morris 

Bridge Road, offers access to 
the most popular and extensive 
network of trails at the trailhead 
approximately 100 yards from the 
I-75 Fletcher Avenue off ramp, 
east on Morris Bridge Road. This 
Park’s features include picnic 
benches, a boat launch, board-
walks and restroom. 
Old Fort King Trail

The Old Fort King Trail is 6.7 
miles long, and runs from just 
south of the Hillsborough River 
State Park to John B. Sargeant, 
Sr. Park, along U.S Highway 301 
North. The trail offers hiking, 
biking, and rollerblading on 2.2 
miles of the paved section of the 
trail. The trail head is available at 
John B. Sargeant, Sr. Park on the 
 southern end.
Trout Creek Park

Trout Creek, 12550 Morris 
Bridge Road, is located near the 
mouth of Trout Creek. This prop-
erty on the Hillsborough River is 
popular for fishing, canoeing and 
group picnics. Trout Creek is a 
pleasant place to get away for a 
midday break or to take small chil-
dren for a mini-adventure. Park 
features and activities include a 
canoe launch, picnicking, rest-
rooms, boardwalk, fishing and off-
road bike trails.

Fees: Entry -- $2 per vehicle car-
rying up to eight people and $1 
each additional person. Annual 
 Entrance Pass -- $50 individual, 
$100 family. Boat Launch -- $5 
per boat. Annual Boat Launch 
Pass -- $100.

Shelter Rental: Small Shelter 
$40 per day; Medium Shelter $70 
per day; Large Shelter $125 per 
day; Extra Large Shelter $225 per 
day.

The Wilderness Park System is a 
joint venture between Hillsborough 
County and the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District. Visit 
us on Facebook at HillsboroughFL, 
or click on this link to view pic-
tures of Wilderness Park System.

 

Health Care 
Advisory Board 
to meet

The Hillsborough County Health 
Care Advisory Board will meet at 
3 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11 in 
Conference Room B on the 26th 
floor of County Center, 601 E. 
Kennedy Blvd., Tampa.

For more information, call Tina 
Brown at (813) 301-7364.

the responsibility and costs to 
properly maintain large acreages 
of turf.

Without the proper maintenance 
and implementation of turf-man-
agement best practices, costly 
capital repairs become routine. 
Re-sodding a single football field, 
for example, currently costs the 
County up to $40,000.

This proposed change in main-
tenance would mean that PRC 
would take back the responsibility 
of maintaining these athletic fields 
and would establish contracts 
with local businesses. This would 
strengthen the County’s partner-
ship with local leagues, and could 
allow these sports organizations 
to redirect the funds once spent in 
field maintenance directly toward 
their programs.

Additional information on 
this and other changes proposed 
by the Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department can be 
found online at www.hillsbor-
oughcounty.org/parks/strategic/.

For more information, call Rina 
Rojas, Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation at (813) 635-3501.
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America’s
Carwash

America’s
Oil Express

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RAIN CHECK: Bring in your receipt for any full 
service wash within 48 hours and receive an 

Express Wash for $1.00 (on same vehicle)

ANY FULL 
SERVICE 

WASH ONLY
With this coupon only. 

Not valid with other 
specials or discounts. 

$1.50 extra for vans and 
SUVs. 9/15/11

EXPRESS 
HAND WAX

Most vehicles. With this 
coupon only. Not valid 
with other specials or 
discounts. Additional 
charge for oversize 

vehicles. 9/15/11

FULL SERVICE OIL 
CHANGE

$6 OFF REG. PRICE OF $29.95
• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill
Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 

other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 10/15/11

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

Reg. Price $109.00 to $139.95
OEM SPEC FLUID

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 10/15/11

$2 OFF $3995 $2395
$2000 Off

GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301
No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

We can 
service 

nearly any 
car!

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

Now Featuring:
API SN-ILSAC 

GF-5 Oils!

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Board Certified Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Brandi Broughton, PA-C

Offering Botox, Restylane and various cosmetic 
products and services

Physician of
the Year
2005

Same Day Appointments • FREE Skin Screening

6322 U.S. Highway 301 • Riverview
813-880-7546

Insurance accepted: Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, and many more

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~

ElEctrolysis
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Call for appt. 813-244-0341

Authorities in the field of food addiction at the University of Florida 
say new research indicates that overeating and obesity problems might 
be effectively tackled if people would limit their food choices.

Editorializing in the August edition of the American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition, Nicole M. Avena, Ph.D., a research assistant professor, and 
Mark S. Gold, M.D., chairman of the UF College of Medicine’s depart-
ment of psychiatry, suggest modern living presents many delicious pos-
sibilities for people at mealtime — too many for people who respond to 
food as if it were an addictive drug.

Their comments are in response to new research by scientists at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo that shows even obese people 
lose interest in and eat less of foods that they are repeatedly exposed to 
— a behavior known as habituation. “Clearly, school-lunch planners and 
public health officials should note that diversity in the menu is not neces-
sarily a virtue, and in fact may be associated with promoting excess food 
intake and increased body mass index,” Avena and Gold wrote.

 Before the SUNY at Buffalo study, rigorous research did not clearly 
indicate whether healthy-weight and overweight individuals responded 
in the same way to a limited diet. The thought was menu monotony did 
not constrain people who continually eat far more than their normal 
energy requirements.

In addition, little is known about the food exposure patterns needed to 
cause people to lose interest in their food, thereby reducing the likeli-
hood of overeating and subsequent obesity.

The research study, led by Leonard H. Epstein, Ph.D., of SUNY at 
Buffalo, analyzed the food consumption of obese and non-obese women 
that either received a macaroni-and-cheese meal every day, or once a 
week for five weeks.

The women in the group that received macaroni-and-cheese daily for 
five days reduced their food intake, whether the women were obese or 
not. Women in the group with a larger variety of choices did not lower 
their food consumption. Additional studies are needed to see whether 
men given fewer food choices would also lower their food intake.

 “Variety in palatable food choices appears to be important in determin-
ing whether or not habituation or perhaps tolerance to food can develop,” 
Avena and Gold wrote. “But in our modern-day food environment, 
monotony and similarity in meals are rare.”

Concepts of food addiction, pioneered for more than three decades 
by UF, Princeton University and Yale University researchers, suggest 
that highly palatable foods trigger the same sort of gene expression and 
release of chemicals in the human brain associated with highly addictive 
drugs. Even rodents that have excessive amounts of sugar in their diets 
exhibit signs of drug withdrawal when they return to a normal diet.

“Not every obese person is addicted to food,” Avena said. “But the data 
are really saying that highly palatable food, rich in fats and sugars, might 
be difficult to stop taking for the same reasons that it’s difficult to stop 
taking drugs of abuse. It means we might be able to take lessons from 
drug-abuse literature when considering ways to reduce consumption of 
highly palatable foods.”Further research is needed to learn more about 
the underlying causes of overeating, the scientists say.

“It is becoming clear that new pharmacologic therapies for overeating 
may end up being established drug addiction treatments,” they wrote.

Abundant food choices may 
overwhelm brain, reinforce overeating

Dear Editor,
Dog-friendly beaches, sand bars 

and resorts that permit canines 
have become very popular in 
 recent years. Details may be found 
on website www.petfriendlytravel.
com, as well as in the AAA 733 
page publication ‘Traveling with 
Your Pet.’

Here are some tips on taking 
dogs to the beach and some fun 
facts they may encounter there. 
It’s also important to remember 
to have a leash on hand, pick-up 
bags, fresh drinking water, a bowl 
and a small towel.

Be aware that the biggest risk for 
a dog at the beach is salt poisoning 
from the water. Dogs  retrieving 
balls and other objects can  ingest 
enough water to make them sick. 
In fresh water the games are the 
same, but the problem can be 
drinking too much water, or  water 
intoxication. The most common 
veterinarian treatment for salt 
 poisoning or water intoxication is 
intravenous fluid therapy.

 Dogs can get sunburned just 
like people, and even suffer from 
heat stroke. Sunburn inspection 
 includes their ears, nose, underside 
and inside of their legs. Signs of 
heat stroke include rapid panting, 
pale gums, bright red tongue, thick 
sticky saliva, weakness, vomiting, 
and diarrhea. Be sure to get the dog 
out of the sun; apply cool water to 
lower body temperature, and have 
him drink small amounts of fresh 
cool water.

Other thing to watch out for is 
dogs can get sick from eating dead 
fish, crabs, or even bird feces. The 
treatment is fluids and  antibiotics. 
In some areas, it is jellyfish stings 
afflicting pain to dogs similar 
to encounters by humans and 
 requiring pain medication.

Last but not least, never let the 
dog enter salt water if they have 
any breaks in their skin. The same 
applies to humans because salt 
water is not clean no matter how 
clean it may look.

The wildlife on beaches range 
from sea gulls to horseshoe crabs, 
all of which can be of further inter-
est to dogs as well as entertaining 
to humans. Gulls will eat whatever 
they find wherever they find it. A 
common habit is for them to drop 
clams and other shells at great 
heights onto hard surfaces to break 
them open to feed their young. 
When on pavements, the watch 
word is ‘always keep an eye up.’

 Starfish are not fish but inverte-
brates so are now called sea stars. 
There are more than 1,800 spe-
cies of sea stars, and although the 
five-pronged versions are the most 
common, they may have as many 
as 40 arms. Sea stars are poisonous 
and can cause severe vomiting and 
drooling in dogs.

Sand crabs are used for bait --  
birds eat them and kids love to 
dig them out of the shifting sand, 
because they dig right back. They 
have pointy legs, no claws, and 
can only move backwards. They 
are about the size of a thumb. 
Laboratories use sand crabs in 
neurological studies because the 
crabs’ tails have the largest sensory 
neutrons found in any animal.

 Whenever encountering a horse-
shoe crab on its back, carefully flip 
it over so that it can return to the 
water. The horseshoe crab is more 
closely related to scorpions and 
spiders than crabs, but is not dan-
gerous. They eat mollusks, dead 
fish and algae. Their blood is blue 
because it contains copper, and is 
used to test the purity of vaccines 
and other pharmaceutical products. 

The horseshoe crab is one of the 
most ancient marine animals, 
going back on the average of 350 
million years.

After a day on the water, be sure 
to rinse the sand and salt from 
the dog’s coat thoroughly. Dry 
his ears, if his head was under-
water.  Inspect foot pads for any 
scrapes and shell cuts. If the dog 
is scratching, you may need a trip 
to the vet for treatment as there are 
such things as sand fleas and sea 
lice that can infect a dog.

 Charlie Feldschau, member of 
Sun City Center Dog Club

Taking your dogs to the beach

Letter to the editor:

Sampson is a 12-year-old white neutered male, who has all his shots, 
including rabies (good until March 2014). He knows basic commands 
and is playful. He is friendly with other dogs and children, housetrained, 
crate trained, and microchipped. 

There is a 30-day gift from the 
Sanctuary of Pet Insurance for 
unfor seen illnesses. His current 
owner’s long hours at work forces 
surrender.

Sampson has vet records from 
8-weeks old. There is an adoption 
cost of $150.

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & 
Animal Sanctuary, Inc. located in 
East Bradenton is a not-for-profit 
501(c)(3) no-kill Florida corpora-
tion that provides loving adop-
tive homes or permanent homes 
to needy animals. 100 percent 
of  donations go to caring for the 
 animals and are tax deductible as 
allowed by law.

Cash donations or WalMart and Tractor Supply gift cards may be 
mailed to: Horse & Animal Sanctuary, 20010 East S.R. 64, Bradenton, 
FL 34212; credit card donations may be made on the link on the website 
or cash donations may be made at any Bank of America in care of the 
Horse & Animal Sanctuary fundraiser account.

For more information, call (941) 750-8185 or visit www.Napier-
FamilyFarm.com. 

SAMPSON

Dogs available to adopt at Napier’s 
Log Cabin Horse & Animal Sanctuary 

Grocery help 
for low-income 
people over 60 

• Could you use a little help with 
your grocery bill?

• Do you live in Hillsborough, 
Manatee, Polk, Highlands or 
Hardee County?

If so, the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (formerly 
known as Food Stamps) may be 
able to help you pay for some of 
your  groceries. The West Central 
Florida Area Agency on Aging’s 
Aging Resource  Center has a 
team of specialists who can help 
you complete your Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance application 
over the phone. For more informa-
tion, call 800-963-5337.
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THREE EASY WAYS TO SHOP.
IN-STORE ONLINE IN-HOME

Buy now, pay later!

Hurry!
LIMITED  

TIME  
ONLY!

HIGH IN FIBER. LOW IN PRICE.

 1 mile west of I-75, Exit 240-B

813-645-8660   |   

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  AND MORE

SAVE
25-50% ON CARPET

NO INTEREST 1 YEAR*F
O
R

®

*WAC

Cypress canopy cycle now open
By WARREN RESEN,  ■ Florida 

Outdoor Writers Association & International 
Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association

Suspended beneath a cable in a 
one-person Cypress Canopy Cycle, 
you leisurely pedal through the 
tree tops at Forever Florida. There 
is no motor. You are the engine.

A one-hour pedal in what appears 
to be a reclining bicycle takes 
the rider over some of the most 
beautiful ecosystems in the 4,700-
acre Forever Florida Wildlife 
Conservation Area. Reaching 
heights of up to 25 feet, the cyclist 
enjoys up-close tree top views 
of forested floors and wetlands, 
usually inaccessible by foot. 

Pedaling through the tree tops at 
your own pace, you can stop and 
contemplate your surroundings, 
taking time to absorb the beauty 
and serenity of the land below. 
Will you see wildlife? Sit quietly 
in your cycle above the forest floor 
and who knows what you might 
see or hear? This is not a theme 
park and wildlife moves to its own 
schedule. 

A required stop on the tour is 
a visit with George. Below your 
cycle, in the pond that is George’s 
home is the 13 foot alligator that 
has called these parts home for 
about fifty years. Stop and take 
some pictures of this magnificent 
animal and then head into the final 
stretch and bring your cycle back 
to the barn. 

When you are sitting over 
George, you might have to 
contend with zip liners passing by 
on a parallel cable. They’ve been 
whizzing by George for about a 
year now, their rigs hooked up to 
another cable, letting gravity do all 
of the work. That’s something you 
might want to try your skill at after 
your cycle ride. 

The newly opened Cypress 
Canopy Cycle at Forever Florida 
is the first of its kind in this 
country. Its predecessor has 
been successfully operated at an 
adventure park in Tulum, Mexico 
for about four years. 

Florida EcoSafaris at Forever 
Florida is a unique attraction 
located off Rte 441 in St. Cloud, 
Florida about an hour southeast of 
Orlando. This is a pristine part of 
old Florida where every care has 
been taken to preserve a vanishing 
life style.

Adjoining Forever Florida is 
the Crescent J Ranch, a living 
museum educating visitors about 
Florida’s unique ranching heritage. 
Preserved on its land are Spanish 
Colonial Cattle (cracker cows) and 
Cracker Horses both brought into 
Florida by the Spanish in the early 
1500s. 

Forever Florida covers nine 
distinct ecosystems and is 
preserved by the Broussard family 
in as natural a state as possible. 
Streams, forests and wetlands 
are home to a myriad of wildlife: 
alligators, black bears, white-tail 
deer and the endangered Florida 
panther. Visitors can enjoy all of 
this without having a negative 
impact on the environment.

To insure a continuous stream 
of funding for Forever Florida, 
additional adventures are available 
to visitors. Florida’s first Zipline 
Safari is here as well as a Coach 
Safari, Horseback Safari, Summer 
Camp, Special Events and the 
Cypress Restaurant.

Forever Florida was founded 
by Dr. Bill Broussard, a tenth 
generation rancher, as a living 
monument to his son Allen, a 
devoted ecologist. A substantial 
portion of the revenues collected 
go toward the Allen Broussard 
Conservancy for the conservation 
of these lands and purchase of 
additional property. 

Forever Florida and the 
Crescent J Ranch are located on 
N. Kenansville Road south of St. 
Cloud. Their web site is www.
floridaecosafaris.com 

As a footnote, Kenansville was 
named by Henry Flagler to honor 
the family of his third wife, Mary 
Lily Kenan.

Local realtor awarded Real 
Estate Owned Specialist 
designation

Cathy Griggs has been recognized by the American Real Estate 
University as a ‘REO Specialist,’ a designation which requires an 
intensive course of study and examination to complete. Fewer than one 
percent of all real estate licensees have earned this recognition.

The American Real Estate University (AREU) is a professional 
association comprised of real estate professionals and affiliates focused 
on real estate education.

According to Council President A. Shane Mask, “REOS designees 
are uniquely qualified to 
work with bank and HUD 
properties to assist homebuyers 
in the purchase process. Their 
advanced training in BPOs and 
understanding market finance 
options enables them to assist 
homebuyers buy homes and 
lenders move properties. In 
addition, they are also trained 
to be advisors to homeowners 
on how to avoid foreclosure and 
stay in their homes. That’s why 
 today’s homebuyers and sellers 
need to be  certain to work with 
real estate professionals who are 
completely  up-to-date on the 
foreclosure marketplace and who are committed to providing the best 
knowledge and advice available.”

“While assistance with buying foreclosures is important to home 
 buyers,” explains Griggs, “sellers can also benefit when their listing 
agents understand short sale process, foreclosure prevention methods 
and  creative financing options to open up the market to more buyers 
who can qualify for the purchase.”

Cathy Griggs is a sales associate with Paul B. Dickman Realty Inc. in 
Ruskin and has been working in the real estate business since 2004. Paul 
B. Dickman Inc. has been serving the real estate needs of Southeastern 
Hillsborugh County since 1924.

CATHY GRIGGS

Photo by JEANNE o’CoNNoR
Observer News travel 
writer, Warren Resen, 

starts his journey on the 
Cypress Canopy Cycle.

Below, George, a 13-
foot alligator who greets 

visitors from above at 
Forever Florida on their 

new cypress canopy 
cycle and zip line.



X • SCC OBSERVER DATE, 2009

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Probate and Estate Planning  • Home Visits

• Wills  • Medicaid Planning  • Divorce
•  Personal Injury  • Wrongful Death

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Canadian Meds 
South

PAYING FULL 
PRICE FOR MEDS?

GENERICS such as
Lipitor, Plavix, Viagra, etc.

Available through Canada
Canadian Meds South

200 Frandorson Circle • Suite 102
Behind the Radiant Gas Station
Apollo Beach

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

KNOX
   ALUMINUM

IMPROVEMENTS
“Our Customers Are Our Best Advertisement”

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

OF RUSKIN

Check the...
✓ Quality
✓ Difference
✓ Price

• Concrete
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Vinyl Windows

• Carports
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Roof Overs

813-645-3529  FAX: 813-645-7353 • KnoxAluminum.com

Lic. RX0057641
®

Office Address: 720 4th St. S.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

Say Hello to Something New and Exciting!
Shellac, Gelish, Bio-Gel*

• 3 Weeks of Wear • Off in Minutes
• Zero Dry Time

• No Nicks, Chips, Smudges
• Choose from Nearly 70 Colors

“Not Your Mother’s Nail Professional”

“Angel Nails” by Elena
813-295-1936

Ditch Your Acrylic and Hard Gel and Use 
More Healthy Products

at SUE’S SALON • 1647 SCC Plaza, SCC
813-634-7022

*Call for pricing & details on Bio-Gel

Shellac 
or Gelish

$28

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Riverview Flea Market
34,000 sq. ft.

Air Conditioned
Accepting New Vendors

Low Monthly & Daily Rates

7415 Hwy. 301 S.
Riverview, FL 33578

813-671-9315
Hours:

Wed. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

BOOTHS
as low as

$75 per month

Booth Special

1/2 OFF
First Month’s Rent
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Families are cooling off during 
the August heat with a refreshing 
dip in the swimming pool. But 
make sure your pool is clean, safe 
and secure and avoid a citation.

Hillsborough County Code 
Enforcement is clear about the 
standards all pools must meet, 
regardless of when the pool was 
constructed.

The ordinance is designed to 
protect the health and safety of all 
Hillsborough County residents, 
particularly children.

Here are some things residents 
need to know to meet the County’s 
Minimum Standard Ordinance.

How must a swimming pool be 
secured?

• Hillsborough County Ordinance 
09-63 requires that all swimming 
pools be enclosed with a four foot 
fence, equipped with self-closing, 
self-latching gates.

• The fence should be designed 
and maintained to make the pool 
inaccessible to young children. 

• The gate should positively close 
when released from six  inches 
from the gatepost.

Why does the County regulate 
pool enclosures and sanitation?

County offers tips to keep your swimming pool safe 
• Swimming pool enclosures and 

sanitation are regulated to stem 
the breeding of disease carrying 
insects such as mosquitoes, and to 
prevent accidental drowning.

• Diseases transmitted by mos-
quitoes include encephalitis, West 
Nile virus, Dengue Fever,  Malaria, 
Rift Valley Fever, and Yellow 
 Fever.

• While the incidents of acciden-
tal drowning are declining, drown-
ing remains the second leading 
cause of death among children 

ages one to 14. 
• Most drownings 

occur in residential 
swimming pools among 
children ages one to 
four years. 

• Most young chil-
dren who drowned in 
pools were last seen in 
the home, had been out 
of sight less than five 
minutes, and were in 
the care of one or both 
parents at the time.

What is the penalty for this 
violation?

• Violators are given a reason-
able period of time to comply with 
the Code.

• If compliance is not achieved 
in the prescribed time, the case 
is forwarded for a hearing before 
the Hillsborough County Code 
Enforce ment Board or Special 
Magistrate.

• Anyone found guilty by the 
Board/Magistrate faces a fine of 
up to $1,000 for each day that the 
violation continues to exist.

• This fine is assessed as a lien 
against all properties owned by the 
violator.

• After running for 90 days, 
the matter is turned over to the 
Hillsborough County Attorney’s 
office where a determination is 
made on foreclosure.

How do I report a violation?
• Logging on to www.hillsbor-

oughcounty.org/hcce and then 
clicking on the Online Services 
link on the left side of the page.

• Calling (813) 274-6600 during 
normal business hours.

• Calling (813) 272-5900 seven 
days a week.

• Visiting 10119 Windhorst Road 
in Tampa.

• Visiting 410 S.E. 30th St. in 
Ruskin.

What do I do if I’ve received a 
notice of violation?

If you have any question about 
what is required of you to achieve 
compliance with Hillsborough 
County’s Code, contact the inves-
tigator assigned to your case. The 
investigator’s name is listed at the 
bottom of the notice you received.

Can I remain anonymous when 
registering a complaint?

Hillsborough County does not 
require any personal identifying 
information when registering a 
complaint. Any information pro-
vided to the department, including 
names, phone numbers, or email 
addresses, are subject to the Public 
Record Laws of the State of Florida 
and must be provided to anyone 
who requests the information. To 
remain completely anonymous, do 
not provide any of this information 
when registering the complaint.

For more information or more 
safety tips, residents should call 
(813) 307-8380 or visit http://www.
hillsboroughcounty.org/hcce.

 

Governor Scott signs legislation to 
promote adoption, affect abortion

 Governor Rick Scott today held a ceremonial bill signing at the 
 Governor’s Mansion for four bills that strengthen Florida’s pro-life laws. 
Joining him for the event were legislative sponsors of the bills and John 
Stemberger, president of Florida Family Council; Dr. Michael  McCarron, 
executive director of Florida Catholic Conference; Pam Olson of the 
 International House of Prayer in Tallahassee; Bill Bunkley, legislative 
and government affairs consultant to the Florida Baptist Convention; and 
Jim Styer, president of Sarasota/Manatee Right to Life.

“I am honored today to sign four bills that strengthen Florida’s pro-life 
laws,” Governor Scott said. “During my campaign and since I have been 
Governor, I have made it very clear that I am, and always have been, 
pro-life.”

House Bill 97, Health Insurance, ensures Florida taxpayers are pro-
tected from state and federal dollars being used to fund abortions. The 
bill prohibits health insurance purchased with state or federal funds from 
covering abortions, except in cases of rape, incest or when the woman is 
in danger of death.

House Bill 501, Choose Life License Plates, better directs funds from 
the “Choose Life” specialty license plates to assist pregnant women 
making an adoption plan for their children. Previously, funds from the 
license plates were distributed to the government of the county where the 
funds were collected for distribution to private not-for-profit agencies. 
The funds will now be directly distributed to Choose Life Inc., and they 
will be responsible for the management and distribution of the funds.

House Bill 1247, Parental Notice of Abortion, strengthens Florida’s 
Parental Notice of Abortion Act by requiring notice of a minor’s abor-
tion to be mailed to the parent or legal guardian via first class mail and 
certified mail – return receipt requested – with delivery restricted to the 
parent or legal guardian. Provisions are allowed for abortions performed 
due to a medical emergency.

House Bill 1127, Relating to Abortion, requires that an ultrasound 
be performed on all women obtaining an abortion. The patient must 
be offered the opportunity to view the ultrasound images and hear an 
explanation of them before giving informed consent for the abortion. If 
the patient declines to view the ultrasound images, she must certify in 
writing that she has made that decision of her own free will and without 
undue influence.

Abortion clinics and physicians are also required to provide women 
seeking abortions with written materials that describe the stages of fetal 
development. In addition, the bill prohibits abortion providers from offer-
ing the opportunity to view the ultrasound images to women who are vic-
tims of rape, incest, domestic violence or human trafficking, unless those 
women specifically make that request. 

(NewsUSA) -- Your hardwork-
ing vehicle needs TLC. Tires Plus 
offers a few tips to keep your 
 vehicle running strong:

• Keep your engine properly 
tuned. A vehicle that has a serious 
maintenance problem, such as a 
faulty oxygen sensor, can decrease 
gas mileage by as much as 40 per-
cent. A single misfiring spark plug 
can cut fuel economy by up to 4 
percent.

• Keep your vehicle refreshed. 
Change the engine oil. Use the 
 recommended grade of motor oil 
for your vehicle, and change it 
according to your vehicle owner’s 
manual, which usually says every 
three months or 3,000 miles.

Prolonged driving without an oil 
change may cause severe engine 
damage. Regularly check your 
vehicle's fluid levels, including 
transmission, power steering, 
windshield washer and coolant.

• Maintain your tires. Check 
inflation pressure monthly, and 
make sure your tires are properly 
balanced. Don’t forget to rotate 
your tires according to the mainte-
nance schedule and have the align-
ment checked at least once a year.

• Use good driving habits. 
Accelerating quickly and stopping 
abruptly can prematurely wear 
your vehicle’s engine, transmis-
sion, tires and brakes. Aggressive 
driving also wastes gas.

• Protect it from the elements. 
Keep the exterior washed and 
waxed to preserve the paint finish 
and protect your vehicle from the 
environment.Salt, water, sand and 
even de-icing chemicals on the 
road can cause rust or other dam-
age to a vehicle.

Every relationship takes work, 
even the one you have with your 
car. Never underestimate how far 
a little tender loving care toward 
your vehicle can go!

Every car needs a 
little TLC
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The Observer News 

CARRIER OF THE WEEK

Betsy Gutierrez has been working for The Observer News for five 
years. Here with her mother, they deliver portions of Sun City Cen-
ter. The duo is quick and they get the job done, which is especially 
difficult this time of year with so many residents on vacation and 
returning to the north. Thanks for your effort...we couldn’t do it 
without you!

 Hillsborough County Affordable 
Housing and the Tampa Housing 
Authority are considering a  merger 
of their Section 8 programs -- the 
housing assistance program for 
low-income families. Following 
are answers to some questions that 
are important in the decision.

Why are Hillsborough County 
and the Tampa Housing Authority 
considering a merger of their 
 Section 8 programs to be adminis-
tered under one organization?

Hillsborough County must 
 examine opportunities to con-
solidate services with other gov-
ernmental entities where it can 
be determined that the result will 
enhance delivery to customers and 
save taxpayer dollars. The separate 
agencies providing administration 
of Section 8 voucher rental assis-
tance have documented that dupli-
cation occurs on waiting lists for 
rental assistance; confusion exists 
with customers as to whom they 
should talk to about service; and 
landlords providing rental units in 
both the City and the County have 
reported differing policy require-
ments for operation and inspec-
tion. One unified agency admin-
istration of the Section 8 program 
should eliminate duplication and 
confusion.

Presently, Hillsborough County 
Section 8 is provided approxi-
mately $575,000 in support serv-
ices from the Civil Service, Clerk 
of the Court, Human Resources, 
Management and Budget, Payroll, 
Public Information, Real Estate. 
Currently, the budget charges 
to the federal funds support-
ing  Section 8 are approximately 
$269,000. The difference in cost 
comes from the general tax funds. 
The transfer to the Tampa Housing 
Authority should eliminate the 

Hillsborough County Section 8 transitions
to Tampa Housing Authority

need for general tax dollars to 
 support the operation of Section 8 
by the County.
When would the merger become 
effective?

The merger would be effective 
Oct. 1, the date of Fiscal Year 2012 
County budget.

County’s staff will be released 
from County positions by Sept. 
24, at which time Federal funds 
will be released to Tampa Housing 
Authority for administration of the 
Voucher Program.
What happens to tenants cur-
rently being provided with rental 
assistance from Hillsborough 
County? 

Rental assistance will con-
tinue to the approximate 2,000 
voucher tenants in Hillsborough 
County’s program by the Tampa 
Housing Authority, in addition to 
the approx imate 5,000 voucher 
 tenants currently in the Housing 
Authority program. There will be 
no lapse in assistance.
What happens to  landlords and 
their contracts with Hillsborough 
County Section 8 to provide 
rental units? 

Tampa Housing Authority will 
maintain and honor all contracts 
for Section 8 rental units county-
wide, including those established 
through Hillsborough County.
What’s next for employees?

Employees with Hillsborough 
County Section 8 would be noticed 
formally on July 28 with Reduction 
In Force notices. If the Board of 
County Commissioners approves 
the consolidation of the Section 
8 program with Tampa Housing 
 Authority, the draft Interlocal 
Agreement states: “All employees 
now assigned to work in the County 
Housing Choice Voucher Program 
shall be given first preference for 

consideration for employment 
by the Housing Authority in the 
Consolidated Housing Choice 
Voucher Program, if they choose 
to apply for employment with the 
Housing Authority.”
What happens to the current 
waiting lists?

Waiting lists for housing choice 
vouchers are presently maintained 
by both Hillsborough County and 
Tampa Housing Authority. The 
lists will be purged by Tampa 
Housing Authority for duplica-
tion of names and for valida-
tion that rental vouchers are still 
needed. The lists will be integrated 
in the most equitable method to 
provide housing preferences for 
the families on the waiting lists. 
The  County and Tampa Housing 
 Authority are still examining the 
best method to merge the lists to 
ensure the integrity of the order of 
names intact on both lists and to 
not increase waiting time for any 
individual.
What is the next step in the 
merger plan?

An Interlocal Agreement 
 between Hillsborough County 
and the Tampa Housing Authority 
must be finalized and approved by 
both jurisdictions in order for the 
transition to occur. The Housing 
Authority Board of Commissioners 
approved the Interlocal agree-
ment on July 20. The plan is to 
bring the interlocal agreement, 
as approved by the Housing 
Authority, to the Board of County 
Commissioners for their consid-
eration and  approval in August. 
If amendments are needed by the 
Board of County Commissioners, 
the amendments will be sent to 
the Housing Authority for further 
 action and approval before final 
action is taken by the Board.

Who makes the final approval?
The actual transfer of the 

Hillsborough County Section 8 
program to the Tampa Housing 
 Authority must also be approved 
by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. HUD 
has already expressed that they are 
‘ looking forward to getting this 
done as quickly as possible.’ HUD 
has previously approved the trans-
fer of Sarasota County Section 8 to 
the Sarasota Housing Authority. If 
there are delays in the actual trans-
fer of the program to the Tampa 
Housing Authority, the transfer 
of funds and employees will have 
to be delayed to coincide with 
 final approvals. At this time, such 
 delays are not anticipated.

Residents who are involved in 
the Section 8 program and have 
questions on how this merger may 
impact them should call Paula 
 Harvey, Affordable Housing Serv-
ices at (813) 612-5397.

 

O Tannenbaum
Ruskin Elementary School PTA 

will be hosting its annual multi-
cultural Festival 
of Trees on Dec. 
3. If your busi-
ness or organiza-
tion would like to 
participate, you 
could donate an 
artificial deco-
rated Christmas 
tree that will be 
auctioned off, or a themed basket 
for the raffle.

They are also looking for bake 
sale items and entertainers. If you 
are a crafter, you may set up a 
 table and donate a percentage of 
your sales to the Festival.

The money raised will be used 
to help pay for the students’ edu-
cational field trips. If you wish to 
participate or have any questions, 
call Cheryl Jones at 634-8019.
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Area Places of Worship

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2

THROUGH 12TH
GRADE

820 COLLEGE AVE. W.
RUSKIN, FL 33570

645-6439

Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship............8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service................7:00 p.m.
Awana .............................................7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org
A Resource for Families

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer

 www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
Growing by Faith from Generation to Generation

Rev. Tracy H. Wilder • Church Office: 813-645-1521
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. - Contemporary Service and Sunday School

at West Campus (S.R. 674 and 9th Street SE, Ruskin)
8:00 a.m. - Traditional Service and 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion with Choir at 

East Campus (1015 Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center)
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WITH HOLY COMMUNION AND HEALING HOLY OIL

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Come join us to 
learn about God’s 

Word and salvation 
in Jesus Christ

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor
Telephone: 813-634-1292 • Website: sccredeemer.org

Worship Services on Sunday 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion First & Third Sunday • Bible Class Thursday 10 a.m., Guests Welcome

In Memory Of

Marie Lenore 
Rafield

Beloved Daughter, 
Sister, Aunt, Niece, 
Cousin, Co-Worker 

and Friend

You are invited 
to a ‘Celebration 
of Life’ for Marie 

Rafield at Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 
5309 U.S. Hwy. 41 

at 1:00 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 13

Aug. 14, 1962-
Feb. 7, 2011

Harold ‘Dan’ Patch, president of the Keenagers, is shown with 
a  special gift given by the organization to the United Community 
Church, 1501 La  Jolla Avenue. The Keenagers, a social organization 
of the church, recently presented a new automatic coffee maker that 
was so needed and appreciated, with its ability to prepare delicious 
coffee in brief periods of time. The Keenager Board had worked for 
over two years ‘putting on’ church dinners and entertainment to 
earn enough money for the purchase and installation of the coffee 
maker. The group also raised money for replacing kitchen sinks and 
plumbing. 

Keenager Gift
Hazel Martin PHoto

Fun Brigade has fun
The Fun Brigade, a group at the United Community Church, 1501 La 

Jolla Avenue in Sun City Center enjoys fun and fellowship. It is where 
everyone is invited and welcomed. The film, ‘The Bucket List’ will be 
the movie for viewing at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11. There is no admis-
sion charge and snacks will be available for purchase. 

On Thursday, August 18, at 1 p.m. people may attend an afternoon of 
bingo. Again, there is no admission charge.

For more information, call  Paula Lickfeldt at 633-6739 or Karl 
Buffington at 634-7062. u

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church held a Farewell Party with skits, 
songs and humor for Interim Pastor Dr. Gerald ‘Jerry’ Iwerks.  Jerry, 
as he insists on being called, is pictured with his wife Dottie, wear-
ing his frog hat. Since he has a collection of more than 500 frog 
items, the party planners developed the frog theme and presented 
him with the interesting hat. The congregation greatly appreciates 
his outstanding contribution to the church during the months while 
the church was seeking a new pastor.

Frog enthusiast
rosie Clifton PHoto

The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center, 1210 Del Webb 
Blvd. West, is proud to present 
Christian singer and comedienne 
Judy Rogers at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 19 in the church sanctuary. 
For over twenty-five years of full 
time ministry, Judy has traveled the 
U.S. and other countries sharing her 
miraculous testimony and inspired 
music. She communicates with 
humor and inspiration to audiences of 
all ages. 

Twenty-seven years ago Judy and 
her daughter, Trena, embarked on 
a journey together with the desire 
and intent to share God’s powerful 
message of the Gospel through music 
and ministry. Along the journey they 
would eventually introduce another 
younger member, Torie, Trena’s 
daughter. The three of them traveled 
the United States and other countries 
together sharing their miraculous 
testimony and inspired music. They 
produced eleven albums varying in 
style from contemporary to country 
pop. All of these wonderful memories 
have been captured in their published 
book, ‘We Will Carry On.’ After 
much prayer,  Trena has retired to 
spend more time with her young son 
and family. Torie has now become 
a college student. A chapter in this 
journey closes, but a new one opens 
as Judy continues to ‘carry on.’ Judy 
Rogers has performed in numerous 
venues ranging from churches and 
music conference center to cruise 
ships and live radio and television 
broadcasts. She has been a performer 
at  Tennessee's famous Dollywood 
Theme Park for twenty years 
and as soloist in the spectacular 
Singing Christmas Trees at First 
Orlando, one of Orlando’s largest 
churches. For more information 
about Judy’s ministry, visit www.
judyandtrenarogers.com. 

Arrive early for a good seat. A 
 donation of $5 is requested at the 
door. For more information, call 634-
2539. 

Judy Rogers will perform at 
the Sun City Center Methodist 
Church Aug. 19.

Christian singer 
to perform

Bible study offered
Rev. Dr. Harrison will teach the Bible anywhere, anytime even in  private 

homes for a love offering. He is a current member of the International 
Seminary Ministerial Association, holds a Bachelor of Education degree, 
a Master’s and Doctor’s degree in ministry and is founder, editor, and 
publisher of “The Christ Clarion.” In 2008, he established The Healing/
Miracle Gifts Ministries and in 2011 the Prayers for Prayers Unlimited 
was born. He also was selected to  receive an honorary Doctor of Divinity 
in 2010.

This family man has written 14 books and has an extensive military 
career. Between the years 1936 and 1985 he logged more than 21,000 
flight hours. He began his flying career as a WW II cadet, piloted “El 
Lobo” a B-17, participated in 18 attacks and was a POW for 13 months.

For more information on Bible study call Rev. Dr. Harrison at 642-
0189.

An editor reported that a Japanese inventor was making and selling an 
electronic head cooler.

Interesting! What we need is fewer hot heads and more warm hearts.
So many are flying into a rage, and they always make a bad landing. 

Some are continually popping off, and they always burst the breech only 
to hurt themselves. Others are daily blowing their stack, and they always 
pollute the atmosphere.

But the Bible says, “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and clamor, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be kind to one 
another.”

Visit us at: www.TheSower.com

Seeds from the sower
Michael A. Guido, D.D. ■
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST
NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

First Church of Christ, Scientist

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ................

All Are Welcome

Area Places of Worship

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

U.S. Hwy. 41 • 106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Daily .........................................................Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:30 p.m.

Confession ...................... Wednesday 6:45 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Fr. John McEvoy
Pastor

813-645-1714
SaintAnneRuskin.org

Saint Anne Catholic Church

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Dr. Mark E. Salmon
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

Basic Traditional Burial
$2,500

DIRECT CREMATION $875

Zipperer’s Funeral Home

813-645-6130

Daniel Strunk (Big “D”)

Hh

George W. Stark
George W. Stark, 93, of Sun City 

Center, passed away on Saturday, July 
23, 2011 at Sun City Center Hospice 
House. Born in Dalton Gardens, Idaho 
on June 25, 1918, George was a 
retired auditor employed by the U.S. 
government. Survivors include his 
wife Helen, a son Jerome of Spokane, 
Wash.; a daughter, Dee Nutter, of W. 
Va. He had five grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. Inurnment 
will be at Sarasota National Cemetery, 
Sarasota, Florida.

Arrangements by Sun City Center 
Funeral Home, Sun City Center, 
Florida.

Louis Monti
Louis Monti died on July 13, 2011. 

The New York City native was a veteran 
of the U.S. Navy and a retiree from 
the NYC Department of Highways. In 
1992 he retired to Sun City Florida with 
his late wife Tessie. Louis was active 
in many community groups, the NY 
Club, the Italian Club, the Polish Club 
to name a few. Louis is survived by 
sons Anthony of Ronkonkoma, N.Y., 
Robert of Palm Harbor, Fla., Louis of 
Ronkonkoma, N.Y.; James of Palm 
Harbor, Fla.; and seven grandchildren.

A funeral mass will be held at Prince 
of Peace Catholic Church, 702 Valley 
Forge Blvd, Sun City Center, Fla. at 11 
a.m. on August 22, 2011. 

Mary E. Conner
Mary E. Conner, 81, of Sun City 

Center, Fla., passed away  Aug. 2, 2011 
in Lakeland, Fla. due to lung failure. She 
was born June 22, 1930 in Nelsonville, 
Ohio, the daughter of Henry Sanford 
and Jesse (Ossman) Litteral. She was 
an accountant. She was a volunteer 
for the Sun City Security Patrol and 
Emergency Squad.

Mrs. Conner is survived by her 
sisters, Janice Day of Sun City Center 
and Betty Barch of Pompano Beach, 
Fla.

Arrangements by Ott-laughlin Funeral 
Home, 2198 K-Ville Ave., Auburndale, 
Fla., 33823. 

Jennie Ray Simmons
Jennie Ray “Jay” Simmons, 95, a 

lifelong resident of Polk and Hillsborough 
Counties passed away July 28, 2011. 
She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Samuel Royce Simmons 
and daughter Selma Shenefield; two 
sisters, Mary Thompson and Kathryn 
Comerford, and her brother Dick 
Willis. Survivors include her son, 
Sam and his wife, Linda; two sisters, 
Elander Cerasoli and Grace Whidden; 
four grandchildren, Sammy (Nikki) 
Simmons, Dean (Chivon) Simmons, 
Jason Shenefield; and Cindy (Jeff) 
Cumming; son-in-law Mike Shenefield; 
three great-grandchildren, Hailey, 
Garrett and Morgan Simmons; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

She was a very unique lady and was 
loved by all. She never met a stranger 
and will be greatly missed by her family 
and all who knew her. 

Funeral services were  conducted  
Aug. 1, 2011 at Sun City Center Funeral 
Home. Burial followed in Ruskin 
Memorial Park, Ruskin, FL. Additional 
information may be found at www.
suncitycenterfuneralhome.com.

Roberto Curiel
Roberto Curiel, 73, of Ruskin, Fla., 

passed away Aug. 3, 2011. He was 
born in Brownsville, Texas, Jan. 25, 
1938 and moved to the Ruskin area in 
1967. He was a hard worker, a loving 
father, and a member of St. Anne 
Catholic Church. He leaves behind 
a brother, Pete Curiel; two sisters, 
Nancy Alexander and Lupe Rivera; his  
son, Robert Jr.; daughter, Olga; two 
daughter-in-laws, six grandchildren and 
one great-granddaughter. He will be 
missed but never forgotten. A Catholic 
Mass was held at St. Anne Catholic 
Church Saturday, Aug. 6.

Wilma Bates Chiotti
Wilma Bates Chiotti, 95, of Sun City 

Center, FL, formerly of Ames, IA, died 
July 25, 2011.  

Wilma was predeceased by her 
husband Premo Chiotti. Survivors in-
clude her sister-in-law, Stella Tonelli 
of Joliet, IL.; half sister, Dorothy 
Baker of Bark River, MI; nephew, Tom 
Chiotti of Sarasota, FL; nieces, Renee 
Finucane of Evanston, IL, and Rosalie 
Shackleford of Joliet, IL; and cousin 
Marjorie Everson of Mendon, MI.

Wilma was raised in Otsego, MI and 
moved to Ames, IA where she served 
as Administrative Assistant at Iowa 
State University for 22 years. Wilma 
and Premo retired to Sun City Center 
where they spent many happy years.

Wilma requested no memorial serv-
ice. In lieu of flowers, the family  requests 
donations to LifePath Hospice, 12973 
N. Telecom Pkwy., Suite 100, Temple 
Terrace, FL 33637.

Gloria Joyce Lucas
Gloria Joyce Lucas, 86, of Sun City 

Center, FL, died on Sunday, July 24, 
2011 after a long illness. She was born 
in Minnesota and married Stephen M. 
Lucas there in 1943. Gloria loved Steve, 
her family, the beach and life. Her son, 
Thomas, preceded her in death.

She is survived by her sister,  Nancy; 
her husband, Steve; her children; 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  
Her funeral was at Prince of Peace 
Church where her family celebrated 
her life.

Alberto Taylor, Jr.
Alberto Taylor Jr., 63, of Wimauma, 

FL, died on July 16, 2011 in Tampa. He 
was born in Cuba, the son of Amelia 
and Alberto Taylor.

Survivors include his wife of 39 
years, Maria-Elena; daughter, Jennifer 
R. Tedder (Todd Tedder); son, Troy A. 
Taylor; two grandchildren, Nicholas 
and Nadia Tedder; and sister, Teresa 
Vumbaco.

He was cremated and there were no 
services.

Area Obituaries

A Man Among Men
A man among men
We lost one Monday night
Feeling such peace
As he followed the light.
The love in his eye
And the sound of his laughter
Remains in our hearts
Forever and after.
Through all of his loved ones
He'll never be gone
Through each one of us
His spirit lives on.
We all have a purpose
And something to give
With each breath
That we take
For as long as we live.
Big "D" can rest easy
With Angels above
As we share his gift 
Of laughter and love.
It always has been
And always will be true
He's the King among friends
We love and miss you too!
8/14/88 - 4/22/08

Happy Birthday
Love, Mom, Dad, 
Cari, Noah & Luis

Timmy, Katrina, Cheyanne
Matt and Danielle
Levi and Chops

I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his 

life for the sheep.
— John 10:11

We’re more than 
just business 

cards...
We print newsletters, 
bulletins, post cards, 

membership directories, 
tickets, posters, 

letterhead, envelopes, etc. 
Call us for ALL your 

church printing needs.
813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

In Memoriam
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Balloon releases take a 
toll on wildlife

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
reminds event organizers and other 
Floridians about a law prohibiting 
the release of more than nine 
lighter-than-air balloons within a 
24-hour period.

Balloons released in Florida 
almost inevitably end up in the 
Gulf of Mexico or Atlantic Ocean. 
Wildlife, especially sea turtles, 
mistake balloons for food, and 
strings attached to balloons can 
entangle birds and other animals. 
Violators could incur $250 in fines, 
according to Florida law. u

Snake predator may benefit endangered bird, UF study finds
Agricultural Sciences researchers 
found that rat snakes, once thought 
to threaten the endangered, red-
cockaded woodpecker, actually 
benefit the birds. The study is 
published in the current issue of the 
ornithology journal The Condor.

The findings could help 
landowners, conservationists and 
those enrolled in programs such 
as Safe Harbor, which allows 
those with endangered species on 
their land to harvest timber if they 
agree to help promote the species’ 
recovery. Forestry and forest 
products contributed more than 
$4.4 billion to Florida’s economy 
in 2008.

Red-cockaded woodpeckers are 
small, black-and-white birds, about 
8.5 inches long, that live in longleaf 
pine forests and are named for the 
red spot on the male bird’s head.

Katie Sieving, a wildlife ecology 
and conservation professor, and 
co-author John Kappes, a former 
doctoral student in the department, 
found that rat snakes help the birds 
by eating species that commonly 
steal red-cockaded woodpecker 
nest cavities.

Red-cockaded woodpeckers nest 
in cavities they create in living 
pine trees and naturally protect 
themselves from rat snakes by 
pecking around the cavity and 
causing sap to flow.

“Any snake that climbs the tree 
gets sap stuck under its scales and, 
more often than not, will fall out 
of the tree before being able to eat 
the red-cockaded woodpeckers,” 
Sieving said.

Since cavity thieves, such as 
red-bellied woodpeckers, don’t 
maintain the sap flow, they are 
easily disposed of by rat snakes, 
and red-cockaded woodpeckers can 
return to their nests.

“It is counterintuitive that a 
principal predator of a particular 
species can also indirectly benefit 
that species,” Kappes said. “But if 

Katie Sieving, a UF wildlife and ecology professor, demonstrates 
the type of camera-mounted telescoping pole used to peer into 
red-cockaded woodpecker nest cavities during the study she co-
authored that monitored nesting and predation of the birds. Red-
cockaded woodpeckers are endangered, and it is estimated there 
are fewer than 4,000 of the birds in Florida.  

UF/IFAS Photo by tyler JoneS

A red-cockaded woodpecker is 
shown with an insect in its mouth. 
Red-cockaded woodpeckers are 
small, black-and-white birds, 
about 8.5 inches long, that live 
in longleaf pine forests and are 
named for the red spot on the 
male bird’s head.

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — An 
endangered Florida bird may have 
some unexpected help in its struggle 
for survival, according to a new 
University of Florida study.

UF Institute of Food and 

it eats its enemies at higher rates 
than it eats the particular focal 
species, then it can. This pattern has 
been seen repeatedly in ecological 
communities, and now we have 
found evidence of such complex 
interactions in the red-cockaded 
woodpecker cavity system.”

The study was conducted at 
two North Florida sites — Camp 
Blanding Joint Training Center in 
Clay County and Goethe State Forest 
in Levy County, with $210,000 in 
funding provided by the Florida 
Department of Military Affairs, 
Camp Blanding Training Site, and 
$40,000 in funding from the U.S. 
Geological Survey, Biological 
Resources Division. Tree cavities 
were monitored regularly for signs 
of nesting and predation.

Despite steadily increasing red-
cockaded woodpecker numbers, 
there are still fewer than 4,000 of 
the birds in Florida. At one time the 
species numbered in the millions 
across the U.S., but significant 
habitat reduction caused their 
decline.

Preserving red-cockaded 
woodpeckers is important because 
their preservation also requires 
protecting their surroundings, 
Kappes said.

“It has some pretty demanding 
requirements for relatively old 
forests and relatively extensive 
amounts of it to maintain a 
population,” Kappes said. “If we 
maintain red-cockaded woodpecker 
populations that are viable, then we 
are going to be maintaining chunks 

of this ecosystem that are also 
viable.” u
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M & M Printing Co., Inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland Estates Ave., SW
Ruskin, Florida 33570

310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE 312 ESTATE SAlES

AUgUST 11, 2011

Have a nice day
312 ESTATE SAlES

105 PERSONAl
 “Happy 75th Birthday”  

 Carmen O’Kane  
from PJ.  

You make the world  
a better place

280 PETS
female Beagle, spayed, free to good 
home. good with kids, cats & dogs.  
813-351-9523 

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

We re-cover or 
make new 
cushions

Delivery Available
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed on Weekends

2711 N. MacDill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607
813-876-1566     Call for directions

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More
WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY ROOM 

INSIDE AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

2nd Saturday
of the month 

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Divine Marketplace
at St. John the Divine
705 9th St. SE • Ruskin

Vegetables • Plants • Arts/Crafts 
• Flea/Garage Items

Vendor Line/Questions 645-8366

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE
almost new thrift store. 10008 indiana 
st., gibsonton (1 block off Us 41, 1 block 
north gibsonton dr.,) Wednesday thru 
saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, 
lots misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

large garage sale. 7am-2pm. saturday, 
aug. 13, 11014 silver dancer dr., south 
fork community. large variety of items. 
everything must go.

Big garage sale. friday & saturday, aug. 
12 & 13, 8am-noon. furniture, small ap-
pliances, mirrors, paintings, lots more. 
Us41, 11th ave., W, 1/4 mile, left to 925 
Parker den dr., ruskin.

Tools   
fishing equipment & misc. household 
items. saturday, aug. 13, 9am-3pm. 

613 24th ave., sW, ruskin.

Yard sale. sundance 1005 silver spurs 
Circle. saturday’s  8/13 & 8/20, 8am-
2pm. nascar, tools, decanters, electric 
weed eater, toy trucks, car rims (Mus-
tang & duster).

Yard sale. Books, movies, lamps, furni-
ture, knickknacks, bikes, exercise equip-
ment & much more. aug. 13, saturday, 
9am-1pm. 2111 7th st., sW, ruskin.

330 FURNITURE
Beautiful white wall unit, glass doors,  
lights & shelves, hold up to 45” tv 
space. Must see $300.  727-289-8025, 
sCC 

BUNK BEDS
Wooden Frame
Good Condition
Attached Ladder

Includes Mattresses
$250

(813) 677-1680

350 COMPUTERS
Computer &  desk. excellent condition. 
$150.  813-634-1162

354 MEDICAl
for sale. electric three wheel bike, seats 
1 or 2, Palmer industries one hand oper-
ated, gear driven. Cost est. $4,000 new, 
will sell for $650. also Merit scooter with 
charge only $350. for info on either call 
813-677-1161 

390 MISC. FOR SAlE
2008 Yamaha 250 scooter, fully auto-
matic, 80 miles to the gal. Brand new 
helmet, rain suit. new $6,500, asking 
$4,000 firm. Die Hard mechanic battery 
charger on wheels 240/ 125 amp. $150. 
2,500 watt 6.5hp generator $250. scroll 
saw $60. Brand new miter saw, larger 
Craftsman $150. grinder (new) 1/3 hp.  
6” $60. 813-645-4504 

ge washer top load 1.6 month old $150. 
Proform 305’s treadmill, great condition, 
cross trainer, power incline, calorie cen-
ter, heart rate monitor, odometer, space 
saver design $300. firm. 813-624-2242 

4 barrel carburetor, edelbrok 1400, 
performer series. new in box $200 
paid $350. esteban guitar w/ Cd/dvd, 
learn to play, new in box $100 813-
260-3101 

Kill bed bugs & roaches with Harris 
Pest Control products. Odorless, non 
staining formula. available at Jackson’s 
Hardware, 1503 7th st., sW, ruskin. 
813-645-5000

diamond plated aluminum tool box & 
custom vinyl cover for f-250, 8’ bed. 
Bed 63-64” w/ 98-99” l. $500 obo. 813-
569-8254 

MARINE

400
425 SlIPS OR STORAgE
south Bay rv & Boat storage. special-
izing in outside storage for rvs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.southBay-
storage.com

Classified is the Buyers 
Marketplace

TRANSPORTATION

450 

210 Woodland Estate Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl  813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Why drive 20 miles for your printing?  
We are the local source for  

business cards, letterhead, invoices,  
posters, tickets, etc.  

Your  neighborhood printer.

455 AutomoBiles
1978 Corvette, 350 engine Ps, PB, auto 
trans., Black cherry paint, looks black 
at night. Was husbands, need to sell. 
$9,000. obo. Marie 813-642-8221 

456 TRUCKS AND VANS
White 2008 toyota Braun; ramp van, 
passenger side handicap. navigation, 
backup camera, touch screen radio, low 
mileage  813-684-0280 

458 SERVICE/PARTS
Cedric & Kathy Williams tire service. 
excellent performance. 20yrs experi-
ence. 24hr service. licensed  & insured. 
813-645-9249 

465 RV lOT RENTAl
rv lot for rent in ruskin. $275 monthly 
includes water & sewer plus deposit. 
941-737-1944 or 813-345-6860

GRAND OPENING

NERI’s
BARBER 
SHOP
at your service
Senior Haircuts ....... $10
Regular Haircuts .... $12
Women’s Haircuts ... $12

106 S. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center • 813-817-2748
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

OVER 17 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

We are like family here!

Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classified by going 
to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

DENNEY’S ESTATE SALES

Serving All 
of South 

Hillsborough 
County

(813) 477-1793
• Licensed •
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511 HOusEs fOR saLE

REaL EstatE

500

610 WatERfRONt RENtaLs
The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking /
fishing. Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, 
plus deposit. No pets.  813-850-5217,  
813-863-6123

2 bedroom, 2 bath on Simmons Lake 
off South Pebble Beach Blvd., Annual 
rental, unfurnished. For more details call 
813-938-4437

Bahia Beach, Ruskin. Furnished wa-
terfront condo 2br/2ba/2cg. $1,250 
monthly plus deposit.   Call Dave 813-
645-4991 

611 HOusEs fOR RENt
Ruskin, quaint 3/2 home with front cov-
ered porch. Well suited for 1-3 people. 
Monthly rent is $925.00 with signed 
lease. No smoking. No pets. Security 
Deposit and references required. Please 
call 813-649-1599

s & R Properties 
3, 2 & 1 bedrooms. No pets. Ruskin, 

Gibsonton area. RV lots available 813-
310-1888 or 813-849-1469

House for rent. Ruskin 2br/1ba fenced 
yard. $700 monthly.  Close to Manatee 
River & boat ramp. Available now.  813-
610-3485 or 813-641-7791

612 aPts. fOR RENt
Riverview 2br/1ba, CHA, water, garbage 
& maintenance included. $600 monthly 
$600 deposit.    813-239-4293 or 813-
645-2193

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924.

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 87 Years
1924 — 2011

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318

NEWLY LISTED! Meticulously maintained doublewide, modern and bright 2BR/2BA, open floor 
plan, large inside utility-rm, enclosed Florida-Room with A/C, 12x24 workshop, carport, nice lot, 
no HOA fees. $63,900. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
SUN CITY CENTER LAKEFRONT HOUSE: With fabulous view of water from most rooms, this 
2BR/2BA furnished home offers large enclosed Florida-Rm facing lake, inside utility-rm, 2-car 
garage, and beautiful lot at end of cul-de-sac. $150,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
RUSKIN INCOME PROPERTY, EXCELLENT CONDITION: 2 duplexes, 4 units of 2BR/1BA + 
utility-rm each. Newly painted, newer roofs, ½ acre corner lot close to school & shopping, good 
rental history. $142,500. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
ACREAGE WITH LARGE LAKE, RIGHT IN RUSKIN: 4.65 Acres, secluded and close to 
everything, with well and electric. Needs clearing, but great potential at $70,000. CALL CLAIRE 
TORT 363-7250
SPACIOUS 3BR POOL HOME on over ¾ acre lot within walking distance to elementary school, 
library, bus stop, churches, shopping and more! Almost 1900 square feet of living area, spacious 
rooms, loads of storage, and the list goes on. Call to see. Asking $159,900. CALL JO ELLEN 
MOBLEY 645-1540.
HOME PLUS INCOME. Great opportunity to have help paying your mortgage when you buy this 
waterfront duplex. Live in one side and rent the other—choose 2BR/1BA for yourself or 1BR/1BA 
each with views of bay and inlet. Recently refurbished. Make an offer! $159,900 CALL JUDY 
ERICKSON 468-0288
REDUCED $329,000 OVER 1 ACRE ON LITTLE MANATEE RIVER. Features extra large 
bedrooms which includes in-law or guest quarters, 5-car garage for the car-lovers with extra 
carport. High bank of the river- out of the flood zone. This is a must see. Easy to show so CALL 
KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
OVER 6 ACRES of beautiful secluded, wooded acreage, one-of-a-kind waterfront view. Property 
has M/M , Well & Septic. Two folio numbers. 165 ft. riverfront. $299,900 CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 
GREAT PRICE DEDUCTION!! Prime location close to Hwy. 41 w/easy access to I-75 pole barn 
w/bath & small living quarters. Property formerly a nursery. Now has cows grazing. Approx. 45 
usable acres. Phase one environmental survey & traffic study completed. Reduced to $999,000 
CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
COMMERCIAL LISTING! Great commercial property with 158 ft. of frontage on Hwy. 41 (1.04 
acres MOL). Property is zoned CI (commercial intensive) and is currently rented to an 
auto/service/repair garage. Special features include: huge building (3,192 sq. ft.) with new roof, 
three bays, two offices, and lots of room for storage. $279,000 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or 
ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
NEW LISTING! GORGEOUS RIVERFRONT LOCATION!! Quaint and cozy 1BR/1BA with a 
dock and two storage sheds. Large lot with towering oak trees and completely fenced with 121 
feet on the river. CALL KAY PYE 813-361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201.
UNHEARD OF PRICE!! This is one of the lowest priced properties in Sun City Center for a home 
of similar age and size and it is not a short sale or foreclosure! This beautiful property has been 
meticulously maintained with new a/c in 2006, a new roof in 2007 and much, much more. Sun 
City Center boasts golf, tennis, softball, two indoor pools plus over 200 clubs and activities. A golf 
cart friendly community to local shopping and activities and it is conveniently located to airports, 
beaches, Tampa, Sarasota & St. Petersburg. Come and enjoy the Florida lifestyle today!! 
$135,000 CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653 

Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classified by going 
to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

612 aPts fOR RENt
Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, wash-
er /dryer hookup. $695 monthly plus 
deposit, water & lawn service included,  
813-244-1676 

Adult, furnished 1br/1ba apt. $750 
monthly, lease, includes utilities. Call  
813-634-2395. Little Manatee Springs 
gated Moble Home Park. 

Riverview. Everything furnished, utili-
ties included. Older man, no smoking, 
drinking, pets or children. On river, free 
fishing. air conditioned, front  porch. 
Beautiful  813-677-0135 

NOW RENTING
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

OCCUPANCY
RIVERWOOD APARTMENTS

1 Bedroom Apartments

Rental Rates Beginning
at $520 + Utilities

For Rental Information 
call: (813) 645-7320
(TDD 800-955-8771)

709 Oceanside Circle 
Ruskin

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

613 CONdOs fOR RENt
Kings Point 1br/1.5ba. furnished nicely, 
covered parking, all amenities $650 
monthly or for sale. $25,000, owner 
financing. 813-634-1162 

630 M.H. RENtaLs
One bedroom RV on private property. 
References. $125 weekly plus deposit. 
includes utilities.  813-363-6001 

Movie in special (2 week free). Newly 
renovated MHP. Several homes ready. 
$155 weekly. L&N MHP, Gibsonton. 
813-684-9708 or 813-245-7425 

Mobile homes & RV lots for rent. Mobile 
homes for sale. E-Z terms. Eastwood 
Estates Mobile Home Park, Gibsonton. 
Call Heather 813-677-5726 

for Rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

Clean, small  2br/1ba mobile on pri-
vate country lot near SCC. CHA. $130 
weekly. Call owner after 6pm.  813-
633-5978 

645 OffICE sPaCE

646 WaREHOusE sPaCE
Garage & mini storage rooms for rent. 
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

PROf. sERVICEs

650
651 BOOkkEEPINg

QuickBooks®   
Next training class  
august 20  

 Call or email for details. Certified 
Pro-advisor & POS. Full bookkeeping 

services Tutoring/ software issues/ 
payroll/  inventory/ review/ cleanup. 
Hourly rates. Your office or mine. 

Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net. www.theasquickbookkeeping.com  

680 aduLt/CHILd CaRE

Ruskin United Methodist  preschool, 
approved VPK provider is now ac-
cepting applications for the fall  school 
starting Aug. 23  Call 813-645-6198, 
CHC-110087 

Now accepting applications for enroll-
ment.  Age 6 weeks -12yrs. Half or full 
day. Ruskin United Methodist pre school. 
Call 813-645-6198. CHC110087 

House cleaning or live in companion as-
sistant. Good references  813-965-1114  
or 941-567-4298 for information.

Elderly caregiver or housekeeper, excel-
lent driving record. Any hour, Monday 
thru Friday. Years of experience w/ 
references.  813-645-2456 

Caregiver/Companion 
Quality care for your loved one. 

References upon request. Please call  
813-641-9012 

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

705 CLEaNINg

Ron’s Cleaning service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

Do you need a house cleaner? Call 
Sandy. Honest, dependable & reliable.  
15yrs experience in SCC. 813-645-
5273, leave message.

Deep Cleaning. Ceiling fans, base 
boards, carpets, cobwebs, garages, 
yard debris, pressure washing, interior 
painting. Very affordable, honest, de-
pendable.  813-309-3415 

710 LaWN CaRE

M & C Mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized warranty 

center. Commercial & residential. 
Open 7days, 8:30am-6pm.  725 14th 

St., Wimauma.  813-938-3226. Pickup 
& delivery 

Bill’s Lawn service 
 Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

terry’s Lawn service 
Free estimates. Mowing, trimming, 

edging. Home 813-634-2856, cell 813-
317-7679 

Henry’s Lawn Maintenance.  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, tree 

service. Pressure washing. Monthly 
lawn maintenance. Licensed & in-

sured. Free estimates. 813-477-3054 
www.henryslawnmaintenance.com

florascapes   
Professional maintenance company 
serving all your landscaping needs. 
Residential & commercial. Ruskin, 
Apollo Beach, SCC, Riverview. Li-
censed /insured.  813-333-3688 

714 tREE REMOVaL

Professional tree & 
Landscaping. Sales: trimming, remov-
als, popcorn curbing, stump grinding, 

clearing, hauling. Fill dirt/  top soil/  
rock/  mulch. We barter for items of 
value. Free estimate. Call Paul 813-

634-6041 or 813-751-9691

715 fILL dIRt/HauLINg

Myers trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

Pittman trucking & tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

716 CONCREtE

Concrete finishing  
Patios, driveways,  sidewalks. 

Licensed & insured. Call Steve Sim-
mons  813-503-8764. Lic#201587

sERVICEs

700

Quality Home Health Care

Hope Romero
(813) 468-3983

HopeRomero65@gmail.com

Over 20 years experience
 We provide personal care 

for your loved one in
a health care facility

or in your home
• References upon request • 

#C15 680

To Place A Classified Ad 
Call Beverly   

813-645-3111  
20 words for $17.00 and 
30¢ for each additional 
word. Bold line $3. All 

Classified ads are prepaid. 
We take Visa, MasterCard 

or Discover

Classified Is Convenient
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Name:  _____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________

The Observer News • The sCC Observer • The riverview CurreNT

THE SHOPPER
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To place a classified ad
call 813-645-3111 Ext. 201;
fill out the form below and fax to

813-645-1792; or mail this form to
The Shopper

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

Up to 20 words
$17.00

30¢ for each 
additional word 

dEAdlinE:
Ad and payment must 

be received by 4:00 p.m. 
Monday for publication in 

that week’s edition.

Classification:  ___________________  

Ad copy as you wish it to appear:

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo!  SAVE 
when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV 
and get up to $300 BACK! (Select 
plans).  Limited Time Call NOW! 1-877-
265-1754

DARE to DREAM now on You Tube  
Don’t miss his New Original “What About 
Us” . . . Also Missing You & It Might Be 
You  All Performed by Alex  www.you-
tube.com/user/alextributes; 

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE: 
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 
3mo + FREE NFL Sunday Ticket w/
Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! 
From $29.99/mo Call by 8/15!  888-
420-9466

Discount Cruise Specials!  Carnival, 
Royal Caribbean, Disney Cruise Line 
etc.  Vacations, Weddings, Family 
Reunions, Company Meetings.  Disney 
World Vacation Packages available.  
Book Now and Save!  1-877-319-4097  
www.NationwideCruise.com ;

DISH NETWORK lowest nationwide 
price $19.99 a month. FREE HBO/
Cinemax/Starz/Showtime FREE Block-
buster FREEHD-DVR and install. Next 
day install 800-606-2618. Restrictions 
apply call for details.

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  
4-Room Digital Satellite system installed 
for Free and programming starting  at 
$19.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR upgrade 
for new callers, So Call Now.  1-800-
795-7279   

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  We buy Any 
Kind/Brand.  Pay up to $18.00 per box.  
Shipping Paid.  Habalamos Espanol.  
Call 1-800-267-9895  www.SellDiabet-
icstrips.com  ; 

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice for 
an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Living/Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially 
Secure Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  
Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228) 

ADOPTION  866-633-0397  Unplanned 
Pregnancy?  Provide your baby with 
a loving, financially secure family.  
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses 
paid.  Social worker on staff.  Call 
compassionate attorney Lauren Fein-
gold  (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7  

ADOPTION  888-812-3678  All Expens-
es Paid.  Choose a Loving, Financially 
Secure family for your child  24 Hrs 7 
Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attor-
ney Amy Hickman.  (Lic. #832340)    

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

DIVORCE $99  Completed Forms in 2 
Hours.  All Documents Prepared by 
Experts.  No Blank Forms.  Missing 
Spouse, Military, Child, Property No 
Problem.  100% Guaranteed.  800-
378-3781  

FREE ADOPTION INFORMATION:  
1-800-280-6155  Living/Medical Expens-
es paid  Select adoptive family  Updates 
on your child  We Can Help!  Attorney 
Amy Eichman  (Bar#830011)

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to 
$150 per day.  Under cover Shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining es-
tablishments  Exp Not Re.  Call 1-888-
601-4861

NOW HIRING:  Companies desperately 
need employees to assemble products 
at home.  No selling, any hours.  $500 
weekly potential.  Info. 1-985-646-1700  
DEPT. FL-820

720 HOmE mAinT.

Handyman Service 
Call Ken  813-260-3853 

Home improvement & repairs. Carpen-
try, pressure washing, garage clean-
outs, trash removal. Popcorn repair & 
paint. Experienced, licensed & insured.  
813-516-3365 

723 PAinTinG
Cover Rite Painting Inc. Interior/ exterior. 
Quality painting, home repairs, wallpa-
per removal, texturing. Locally owned & 
operated. SCC assoc. approval.  813-
641-2532, 813-505-8457. Lic#3632

735 TRAnSPORTATiOn
At Your Service Transportation to Tampa 
airport /charters /cruise ship.  Excellent 
prices. Call Express Transportation  813-
731-9283 for rates

Kings Point Limo  
The only licenced & insured transpor-

tation company in SCC. To any airport. 
Professional & dependable. Resident 

& veteran owned.   813-634-1357 

740 miSC. SERviCES

In Your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com  
Oliver & Company  

Seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

810 mEdiCAl

Looking for 
New Team 
Members

Established Medicare Certified 
Homecare Company looking for 

Full Time and Per Diem 
RNs • LPNs • PTs • OTs • CNAs

Competitive Pay and Benefits

Please contact HR at
(813) 886-2023

License #299991850

or fax resume to
(813) 886-2096

870 GEnERAl
Now hiring part-time general mainte-
nance person. Must be self starter. 
Competitive salary, Apply in person to: 
Sun City Center Community Assoc., 
1009 N Pebble Beach Blvd., SCC or call 
813-789-8923,  7am-6pm

lOvinG AdOPTiOnS   GivE yOUR 
BABY THE BEST IN LIFE!  Loving, 
Financially Secure Families Waiting 
to Adopt.  Former Birth Mothers On 
Staff   Living & Medical Expenses 
Paid  Jodi Rutstein, an Attorney/So-
cial Worker Truly Cares about You!!  
1-800-852-0041   #133050   

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption expert.  
You choose from families nationwide.  
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-
413-6298.

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high 
paying Aviation Career.  FAA approved 
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance.  Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Approved; 
financial aid if qualified.  Job placement 
assistance.  Call National Aviation 
Academy Today!  1-800-659-2080 or 
NAA.edu  

EDUCATORS, INC.  Private schools.  
K-12 & Adult Education.  Earn High 
School diploma.  Fully accredited.  On-
line classes or mail.  1-800-590-9611 or 
Visit:  www.eduhighschool.com

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  At 
least 62 years old?  Stay in your home 
& Increase cash flow!  Safe & Effective!  
Call Now for your FREE DVD! Call Now 
888-879-2309 

GIGANTIC MIRRORS  Jobsite Left-
overs, Brand New, Perfect Condition, 
48”x100” (7), $115 each;  60”x100” (8) 
$140 each;  72”x100” (11), $165 each.  
Free delivery.  1-800-473-0619.

2012 POnTOOnS ARE HERE  weeres-
Bentley Sunchaser  10% Discount On 
All 2011 Pontoons  Free Delivery in 
FLA  Astor Marine  24535 State Rd 40  
Astor, fl  32102  352-759-3655  

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS  Needed 
immediately for upcoming roles $150 
- $300 per day depending on job require-
ments. No experience, all looks needed.  
1-800-951-3584 A-105.   For casting 
times /locations.

$1380 weekly guaranteed.  Stuff enve-
lopes at home.  FT/PT.  No experience 
necessary.  Deposit required - refund-
able.  1-888-206-2616

!! CASH FAST !!  Entrepreneur / Biz 
Persons  Get Cash during the Down-
time   $500 + cash flow every day  IRS 
approved  800-658-5821  

CUSTOMER SERVICE EVALUATOR  
Multi-task and Computer Literate.  Valid 
ID.  Earn $400/week.  Email:  customer-
shopperevaluator@live.com

Customer Service Evaluator Needed  
Multi-task and computer literate  Valid 
ID required  Earn $400/weekly  custom-
ershopperevaluator@live.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 
- $48 per hour / No Experience  Full 
Benefits / Paid Training  1-866-477-
4953, Ext. 57  Now Hiring!!  

Good Credit  Bad Credit  No Credit  24 
hour approval for Personal, Auto & Busi-
ness Loans, $5,000 and up.  Call toll free 
1-888-272-0009

Home Workers Needed Now  Process 
Our Orders for $5 Per Envelope.  Guar-
anteed!  Start Immediately.  For Free 
Information Call 800-531-6828 or  Click  
WWW.HBPINFORMATION.COM

Investors – Outstanding and immediate 
returns in equipment leasing for oilfield 
industry. Immediate lease out. Tax ben-
efits and high returns. We need more 
equipment! 1-800-491-9029  

Movie Extras  Stand in the Background 
For Major Film Production. Earn up to 
$300/day. Experience Not Required. All 
looks needed. Speak to a Live Person. 
For Details  888/664-5279.

PROCESS Mail From Home!  Pay 
Weekly!  Free Supplies!  Bonuses!  
Genuine Opportunity!  Start Immedi-
ately!  Helping Homeworkers since 
1992!  Call 1-888-302-1512.  www.
howtowork-fromhome.com

20 PEOPLE NEEDED!  Make money 
while improving your health.  Are you 
suffering from,  obesity, fatigue, high 
blood pressure,  diabetes,  joint/back 
pain?  Great Opportunity awaits you. 
www.healthylives.ws ; 1-800-458-1629

  ATTN:  HOME COMPUTER WORK  
Work from anywhere 24/7.  Up to $1,500 
Part-Time to $7,500/Month Full-Time.  
Training provided.  www.ktrglobal.com 
; or Call 1-888-304-2847  

ABANDONED NY FARM! 10 acres 
- $34,900 Woods, fields, stonewalls, 
great views of the Catskills Mtns!!  Call 
(866) 669-3063 NOW! Or visit www.
NewYorkLandandLakes.com ; 

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money Down.  
No Credit check!  Call Now 1-888-270-
0372  

FALL BACK WITH US!  New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida. Stay a week or longer, 
plan a beach wedding, family reunion.  
See it all www.NSBFLA.com/Specials,  
; 1-800-214-1906  

NORTH CAROLINA BY OWNER.  
ABOUT 2 ACRES. Beautiful wooded 
building tract.  Bladen County, $12,900.  
Owner financing. 803-473-7125  

 Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers: 
Clinically proven all-natural supplement 
helps reduce pain and enhance mobil-
ity. Call 888-662-1941 to try Hydraflexin 
RISK-FREE for 90 days.

Local STD/HIV Testing  Did you know 
you can have an STD and show no 
symptoms?  Early detection and treat-
ment can prevent permanent damage? 
Highest levels of privacy and discretion.  
Call 1-888-587-0776

TAKE VIAGRA/CIALIS?  SAVE $500.00! 
Get 40 100mg/20mg Pills, for only $99!  
Call now and Get 4 BONUS Pills FREE!  
Your Satisfaction or Money Refunded!  
1-888-797-9012   

AAAA**  Donations!  Donate Your Car 
Boat  or  Real Estate,   IRS Tax Deduct-
ible.Free Pick-Up/Tow Any Model/Con-
dition Help Under privileged Children 
Outreach Center. 800-597-9411.

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

210 Woodland Estate Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl  813-645-4048

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

Why drive 20 miles for your printing?  
We are the local source for  

business cards, letterhead, invoices,  
posters, tickets, etc.  

Your  neighborhood printer.

You can read the entire  
newpaper online  

@ www.observernews.net

Tax 

TOTAL Thank You

Hook Up
with 5.2 million homes

in Florida!

Florida Community Paper Advertising Network
• Placement in over 125 free community publications
 throughout the state of Florida
• Easy, fast, very affordable
For complete details call Beverly at 813-645-3111 x201

Tax 

TOTAL Thank You

Hook Up
with 5.2 million homes

in Florida!

Florida Community Paper Advertising Network
• Placement in over 125 free community publications
 throughout the state of Florida
• Easy, fast, very affordable
For complete details call Beverly at 813-645-3111 x201

DERM TECH
SUN CITY CENTER
Watson Clinic, a large multi-

specialty group is currently seeking 
a Derm Tech for our Sun City Center 
location. Must have MA certifi cate 
and exp. working in a healthcare 

facility. Derm. exp. required.

Join the Watson Clinic Team and
see how you can make a difference!
Apply: www.watsonclinic.com
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AC REPAIR/SALES

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

BAIL BONDS
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STORAGE

HANDYMAN* PLUMBING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

ROOFING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

AUTO RENTALS

813-910-1111
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Seffner, Bradenton & Brandon locations

Auto & Van RENTALS
at DISCOUNT RATES

Starting from
$149.95/week

• No Credit Card Required •
Must be at least 21 and have current insurance

RENT TO OWN Option Available

AUTO REPAIRS

Lowest Price Guarantee

813-719-9128

Auto Repair
MEGDYL

• Tires • Brakes • AC  
• Transmissions • 
and much more

Towing
Service

Available

FREE Auto Loaner with most Repairs!

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

Don
645-8985

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 30 Years Experience

®

813-642-6182

PAINTING

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

ainting
ashing

es

David Squire
License #PA2878

TOILETS

WINDOW CLEANING

WINDOW FILM

WINDOW
TINTING

by Jerry

(813) 621-7149
Serving all of the Tampa Bay area

(auto tinting done at 
1100 N. 50th St., Suite 4B)

WINDOW TINTING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Call for FREE Estimate
(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

Registered with SCC Community Association

We Fix It All!

CABINETS

Michael’s 
Custom Cabinets

813-245-2713
Business Owner 20+ Years

Vietnam Vet USMC

SEPTIC

HANDICAPPED 
TOILETS

(Comfort/Tall)

Call Frank
(813) 654-0123

e
REASONABLY Priced

Complete Septic System 
and Pumping

Call  Rocky  (813) 917-2740  
or  Dean  (813) 917-2819

Office ( 813) 641-2775
WE  TANK YOU!

R&D Septic Inc.

Licensed & Insured
      SM0890137

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.



AUGUST 11, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER • 31

J E N K I N S  H Y U N D A I  o f  B r a d e n t o n

YOU KNOW ABOUT LUXURY CARS.

SALE HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm • SUN Noon - 6pm  • SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30am-5:30pm • SAT 8am-3pm

JENKINS  
HYUNDAI  

BRADENTON

Manatee Ave. W/SR64

1
4

th
 S

tr
e

e
t

41

DeSoto
Square Mall

75
INTERSTATE

State Road 70

Cortez Road

Exit 220 West

Exit 217B West

301

RED
BARN

1
s
t 

S
tr

e
e

t 
E

We will beat any
other Hyundai dealer

or pay you 

JENKINS HYUNDAI of Bradenton
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• U.S. Gold Coins:
$1 to $20 ..................$125 to $2,000 & up
1795-1833 ..........$5,000 to $40,000 & up
• K-Rands
• Eagles
• Gold Pesos
• Maple Leaf
• Pandas
• Gold Bars
• Industrial Gold & Platinum

BUYING
Gold & Silver

3 DAYS
ONLY
Thurs., Aug. 11
Fri., Aug. 12
Sat., Aug. 13
Come visit us at
Days Inn
809 N. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center
813-634-3331 (ask for Coin Buyers)

Sun State Collectibles • 813-731-8281
Buying Rare Coins and Jewelry for Over 30 Years!

If you can’t come to us...and your collection warrants...we’ll come to you!

SILVER COINS PAYING TOP DOLLAR $22.00 per dollar

Main Office

“We would like to extend a warm Thank You to 
the many hundreds of residents from the Sun 
City Center area whose trust and loyalty make 
our continuing business in Sun City Center a 

joy and a privilege.”  —Paul and Bill

1964 & earlier:
Halves ................................ $11.00 & up
Quarters ............................... $5.50 & up
Dimes .................................. $2.20 & up
1965 - 1970:
Halves ............................ $3.50 per coin

Silver Dollars:
1878-1904 .............................. $27.00 & up
1921-1935 ..............................$26.00 & up
UNC, new rolls 1922-1925 .......$650 & up
UNC, new rolls 1878-1904 ........$725 & up

Fine plus or better. Huge Premiums For 
Uncirculated Rolls or Bags.

• School Rings 
• Jewelry 
• Broken Jewelry 
• Chains 
• Bracelets 
• Charms 
• Earrings (single or pairs)
• Gold Watches (pocket or wrist)
• Dental Gold
• Wedding Bands

STERLING SILVER
• Sterling Silver Bars .925
• .999 Silver Bars
• Trays
• Sterling Flatware
• Candlesticks
• Tea Sets
• Jewelry
• Franklin Mint Sets
• Danbury Mint Sets

URGENTLY NEEDED
• 1/2 Cents through Bust Dollars
• U.S. Commemorative Coins
• Proof & Mint Sets
• Pocket Watches
• Slot Machines (pre 1945)
• G.S.A. Dollars (Carson City)
• American Eagles (silver and gold)
• Rolex Watches

WANTED:
PARTY HOSTS
Get paid to host a 

gold party!
We provide:

• Expert buyers 
• Cash payment 

• Security references 
• Invitations 

• Refreshments supplied
You simply invite your 
friends and have fun!

Call Bill at
813-731-8281

Party hosts 
typically earn 

$300 to $1,200
per event!

Buying 
Proof Gold 

Eagles
Paying

$1,700
per ounce

WE BUY ALL FORMS OF GOLD & COINS

GOLD is at an
all-time HIGH!
Come in for the latest prices!

INSTANT PAYMENT
for Accumulations, Collections, Estates

10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

10 a.m. to
4 p.m.
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