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Local graduate garners a 
full scholarship to the US 
Coast Guard Academy in 
New London, CT. Read the 
full story on page 19

Vice President Spiro 
Agnew coined the phrase 
“Nattering nabobs of 
negativism” in 1970...
it has never been more 
useful. See page 11

PRST STD
PAID

RUSKIN, FLORIDA 33570
PERMIT NO. 8

IN
S
ID

E
:

912 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin • (813) 649-9434
Directly across from Sweetbay

Carpet WoodLaminate TileHUGE SAVINGS on

Backstock Items
at

An era ends; the legacy endures
By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

Exactly 42 years, seven 
hours and one minute from 

the moment astronaut Neil 
Armstrong’s left boot first made 
contact with the surface of the 
Moon, the wheels of the Space 
Shuttle Atlantis stopped, ending 
America’s longest running space 
program. After a journey of 5.5 
million miles and 200 orbits of 
the Earth, Atlantis returned home 
to Kennedy Space Center (KSC) 

MITch TRAPhAgEN PhOTOS
Atlantis landed for the final time at Kennedy Space center at 5:57 a.m. on July 21. “Mission complete, 
Houston,” commander Chris Ferguson radioed to Johnson Space Center in Houston.

early Thursday morning, ushering 
in the post-shuttle era in space 
exploration.

STS-135 Atlantis, the 135th 
and final space shuttle mission, 
was an unqualified success. 
The four astronauts on board, 
Commander Chris Ferguson, 
pilot Doug Hurley and mission 
specialists Sandy Magnus and 
Rex Walheim, all veterans of 
previous shuttle flights, docked 
with the International Space 
Station (ISS) to transfer more 
than 8,000 pounds of supplies and 

spare parts, enough to stock the 
station for a year. The shuttle was 
the only space vehicle currently 
in existence that is capable of 
ferrying large cargo to the station. 

On Tuesday, Atlantis undocked 
from the ISS beginning what 
could be described as an orbital 

ballet performance to slow down 
and begin the descent back to 
Earth. Fittingly, the International 
Space Station was as visible as a 
bright star to the crowd gathered 
at the KSC runway control tower 
on Thursday about 10 minutes 
before the landing. At just over 

three minutes remaining, twin 
sonic booms heralded the arrival 
of Atlantis. Then, in the pre-dawn 
darkness, Atlantis silently glided 
down the runway, coming to a 
stop at 5:57 a.m. 

MITch TRAPhAgEN PhOTOS

South County dogs are valued assets
in local businesses
America’s big dog shows don’t have much on the canines of South County. 

By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
Next up, ladies and gentlemen, 

it’s the working class…here they 
come into the ring now: A Great 
Pyrenees who looks 
after a hundred-
member 
family; 
a non-

judgmental Beagle who supports 
music students; a five-pound Shih 
Tzu mini who misses absolutely 
nothing in the vacuum store, 
and an English Bulldog with a 
no-nonsense appearance who 

keeps things properly 
lined up in an 

accounting 
firm.

Each 
of them 
is on the 
job every 
day, 

 making 
appointed 

rounds, 
manning – 

or should 
we say 

“dogging” 
— 

specific duty stations, making 
contributions to their respective 
businesses according to their 
individual capabilities. 

Every one of them is valued far 
beyond money by their human 
companions. 

And, incidentally, three of 
them are rescues; a fourth was 
considered the least of her litter. 

But those not-so-good ole days 
are history now for Liam, the 
Great Pyrenees with free run 
of the Aston Gardens Assisted 
Living Facility adjacent to The 
Courtyards. 

Liam had been roaming the 
streets of Bradenton when he 
was picked up by Manatee 
County’s animal services 
personnel and was spotted there 
by humane society staff on the 
lookout for likely pets, notes 
Terri Ivey, an ALF staff member 
and now his chief caretaker. His 
condition was poor, his snowy 

Residents encouraged to fill 
out online surveys before 
next planning meeting

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
RUSKIN — Ideas are starting 

to come forward at meetings 
concerning the new county-
proposed overlay for properties 
with frontage along the 8-mile 
stretch of U.S. 41 between Big 
Bend Road and the Little Manatee 
River Bridge.

But they’re really preliminary 
and are coming from a small 
committee of volunteers who have 
attended planning meetings.

All residents of Apollo Beach 
and Ruskin now have a chance to 
submit their views either by survey 
online or at a future planning 
meeting.

“Property and business owners 
who own along the roadway are 
especially encouraged to speak 
out,” said county planner Jose 
Fernandez at a meeting at the 

SouthShore Regional Library July 
19.

Fernandez was one of five 
county staffers present at the 
meeting which was scheduled to 
get an idea of what residents and 
business owners want fronting 
U.S. 41 in their communities.

When asked to briefly explain 
the purpose of an “overlay” 
in an interview following the 
meeting, Fernandez said it is “a 
set of additional developmental 
standards for a certain area to 
achieve the community preferences 
and desires in a certain area.” 

The county has several overlay 
districts in effect now that have 
accomplished just that, he said.

“We want to make sure the 
public knows an overlay does not 
take away any existing property 
rights, uses, densities or intensities 

See A DOG’S LIFE, page 3 See US 41 OVERLAY, page 6

See ATLANTIS, page 28

“My name is Diamond, dears, and sitting laps is something I 
absolutely do better than anyone else.”

MELODy jAMESON PhOTO

STS-135 Atlantis crew members commander chris 
Ferguson, mission specialists Sandra Magnus and 
Rex Walheim and pilot Doug hurley at a post-landing 
press conference.
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 Comprehensive Hearing Evaluations
 Video Otoscope Ear Inspection
 Checks, Cleaning & Programming
 Custom Ear Molds & Hearing Aid Fitting
 Wide Variety of Hearing Aids 

Hillsborough Hearing Aid is now Hillsborough Audiology and Hearing Aid Center!

Dr.  Kamal Elliot, Au.D.
Doctor Of Audiology

 illsborough audiology &
earing Aid CenterH

“We would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve as your hearing care provider.
 We are  dedicated to helping our community achieve a better quality of life through better

hearing. You can trust in knowing you will continue to receive the highest quality care, 
personalized  service and valuable products and solutions to help you achieve

 better hearing for your life.”

On  June 1st, 2011 Hillsborough Hearing Aid became Hillsborough Audiology and Hearing Aid Center. Dr. Elliot and 
Dr. Kristen Weinbaum will continue to provide high quality products and solutions in a warm caring environment. 
  

Kamal Elliot, Au.D. Kristen Weinbaum, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology Doctor of Audiology

 

 

   

After many years of serving the residents 
of  Hillsborough, Mr. Paul Amato has 
announced his retirement and transition
of ownership of his practice - Hillsborough
Hearing Aid to Dr. Kamal Elliot, Au.D.

dedication and commitment to providing the highest level of
hearing care services to their patients and the community!

Congratulations on 37 years of outstanding
service and commitment in Hearing Care!

Paul Amato

Complimentary Consultation & Demonstration
30 day RISK FREE Trial!

Save Up to $500 OFF/ Set  of Hearing Aids

955 E. Del Webb Blvd ~ Sun City Center, FL  33573
www.HearInFlorida.com        info@HearInFlorida.com 

Now accepting new & existing patients!

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

August Special!

Phone (813) 645-0583

Headlights and rain go together like coffee and cream
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net 
SUN CITY CENTER – Turn 

on vehicle lights in the rain or get 
soaked – for more than $100, that 
is.  

This is the warning now being 
issued by Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Deputies to South County 
drivers, particularly to those in the 
retirement community, as the 2011 
sub-tropical rainy season gets un-
derway.  

Florida Statute, Section 316.217, 
subsection (1)(b), specifically re-
quires that on any vehicle being 
operated in the state headlights 
must be displayed “during any 
rain, smoke, or fog.”, Deputy Rob 
Thornton pointed out this week.  

Failure to comply with the statu-
tory requirement can mean a tick-
et and the fine for the offense is 
$104.00, he added.  

Thornton, former community re-
source deputy in Sun City Center 
and temporarily spending more time 
in the community during the current 
short-term absence of CRD Chris 
Girard, told The Observer early in 
the week he has been alarmed by 
the number of SCC drivers seen on 
the roads during routine rain storms 
without vehicle headlights activat-
ed.  The number is great enough, he 
added, that he has begun stopping 
the violating drivers he has ob-
served during patrols in his HCSO 
cruiser through the community.  

Many drivers he has spoken with 
said they believed their headlights 
were displayed because they as-
sumed their vehicle’s dashboard 
sensors had automatically switched 
the lamps on, the deputy noted.  
But, the fact is the sensor, triggered 
by ambient light through the wind-
shield, may not activate when visu-
ally impairing rain begins to fall, he 
added.   In other words, the law may 
kick in before the sensor does. 

There are three possible ways to 
adequately light a moving mod-
ern  vehicle, said Sonny Segovino, 
automotive electrical and elec-
tronics specialist with Hancock’s 
Riverview Tire and Auto Service.  
Probably the two most common-
ly relied upon are the automatic 
method set in motion by the light-
activated dashboard sensor and the 
constant lighting method activated 
day or night, regardless of condi-
tions, when the ignition key starts  
the engine.  The third method is a 
manual action intentionally under-
taken by the driver and, once in 
times past, the only means of acti-
vating headlights, he added. 

The automatic sensor process is 
multi-step and involves calibration, 
he added, with the dashboard mech-
anism triggering resistors in turn 
signaling the computer which sends 
a message via relay to the lights.

The calibration applied in the 
automatic systems may vary to a 
degree from maker to maker, Se-
govino suggested, a fact that could 

account for headlights activated 
automatically in one vehicle before 
they are lighted in another vehicle 
even though both are exposed to 
the same conditions at the same 
time.   That calibration is done in 
the factory, he noted, and cannot be 
changed by a mechanic.  

To be safe and to avoid a penalty 

for violation of state traffic law, 
Thornton said the best method to 
be employed by drivers during rain 
storms – or any other visually im-
pairing event – is the manual ap-
proach.  

A good rule of thumb, he added, 
is: “if you turn on your windshield 
wipers to clear the windshield of 

rain, you need your headlights.  
Make it a practice under those con-
ditions to reach down and turn on 
your lights.  Then, you won’t see 
my red lights or be looking at a 
$104 ticket for an offense that could 
have been avoided with a single 
motion.”    
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Nobody else
sells this 
quality
at this price.

Since 1937

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1912 W. Brandon Blvd.

$15.95
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Visit Our NEWEST Location: 
RIVERVIEW Patient Service Center 

RIVERVIEW
Big Bend Professional Center 
(located behind Starbucks)

13143 Vail Ridge Drive
Building #6 
Riverview, Fl  33579
Tel: 813-672-6208
Fax: 813-677-1819

Hours:
Monday - Friday ..................6:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed for lunch ....... 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

•  Skilled, professional staff
•  Handicap accessible
•  Most insurance plans accepted
•  Ample, free parking

Appointment scheduling available at 
QuestDiagnostics.com/patient
Visit QuestDiagnostics.com/patient to:
• Find additional PSCs in your area or call 800-377-8448 

for automated assistance
• Understand your test results and how they impact your 

overall health 
• Sign-up to receive email reminders to schedule tests
• Schedule an appointment or call 888-277-8772

Choose Quest Diagnostics. Because it matters.
Quest, Quest Diagnostics, the associated logo and all associated Quest Diagnostics marks are the trademarks 
of Quest Diagnostics. © 2010 Quest Diagnostics Incorporated. All rights reserved.

AT HOME
AUTO CARE

®

Distributor
Master Certified

Technicians
Coast-to-Coast™

Warranty CoverageThe best in safety, value and
performance for your car.

Family Owned & Operated
Nationwide Warranty Available Through American Car Care & NAPA

We service and repair all makes 
and models including:

VW, Mercedes, 
Volvo, BMW

& other European lines &

Diesel Repair
GIFT CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Courtesy Shuttle Service Available • Towing Upon Request
2003 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin, FL

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday • www.athomeauto.net

Lic# MVS51635

AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

$10 Off Per LABOR
HOUR charged

SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY. MUST PRESENT COUPON FOR DISCOUNT AT TIME OF SERVICE. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS OR OFFERS. EXP. 8/3/11

mountcastleveincenters.com

SUN CITY CENTER  • “Healthy Legs Look and Feel Younger!”

FREE LEG SCREENING

813-634-1333

white coat matted and dirty, his 
general health in question as he 
fought a serious ear infection. 
What’s more, he was down to 118 
pounds - a low, unhealthy weight 
for a full grown specimen of the 
breed originally bred for rugged 
outdoor mountain work, she adds. 

Impressed by his gentle nature 
and unwilling to consign him to 
euthanasia due to his condition and 
lack of claimants, humane society 
staffers wanted to take the big guy 
on. With a clean-up, regular meals, 
veterinary attention and a sheltered 
environment away from noisy, 
threatening traffic, in the company 
of other dogs and caring humans, 
they figured the extraordinary bulk 
of a Great Pyrenees would take 
shape again. 

At about that same time, at the 
Aston Gardens ALF, a search was 
underway to replace Buttons, the 
house standard poodle, who had 
been reclaimed by a former owner. 
The most important specification: 
a big dog, tall enough to stand at 
wheelchair height. 

Learning about Liam, ALF 
Director Michelle Orlando 
dispatched Candise Brown, a 
special needs nurse, to check out 
the four-year-old former stray 
who suddenly had two interested 
parties in his camp. “She took one 
look at Liam and knew he was the 
one,” recalls Ivey. That was more 
than three years ago. 

Today, a fully recovered Liam is 

A dog’s life
Continued from page 1 ■ in command of the facility lobby, 

frequently found at his chosen 
duty station between the coffee 
table and the sofa in the living-
room-like welcome area. From 
that vantage point, he has a clear 
and unobstructed view of the entry 
foyer, rising to greet – and inspect 
– all visitors, ready to determine 
friend or foe. Now at his normal 
weight – 155 pounds – with a 
massive head and a nose that 
knows, Liam’s once over is not to 
be ignored. 

But, that’s to be expected of a 
“gentle giant” whose loyalty is to 
the 100 or so residents and patients 
who call the ALF home, says Ivey. 
He visits with many of them on 
a very regular basis, cadging the 
treats they carry for him as they get 
around the facility and sometimes 
accompanying her on rounds of 
the ALF’s second floor, she adds. 
He also makes house calls in the 
special needs/Alzheimer’s unit 
where his presence is a calming 
influence, coaxing patients to 
focus on stroking his broad back 
and lap-filling head. 

Not long ago, Liam reached a 
new height. He has the distinction 
of being a beneficiary under a will, 
Ivey says. One of the facility’s 
late residents included Liam as he 
devised his estate, leaving monies 
to fund the dog’s medical/dental 
plan, provide food and other 
necessities. 

After a day of greeting and 
fraternizing, comforting and 

pleasing, Liam and Ivey meet at the 
front door for their evening walk 
around the complex. Frequently, 
she also will cater to one of his 
other favorite entertainments - a 
ride in her car - before he retires 
for the night in a facility office, 
preparing for yet another day on 
the job with people who consider 
him nothing less than family. 

Amber, the Beagle, like Liam, 
stays with her humans through the 
night – just not at her workplace. 
She comes and goes each day 
with Steve and Ruth Downie, 
proprietors of Music Avenue in the 
Beall’s shopping center. 

The full-sized Beagle, named for 
her glowing eyes, wandered across 
the Downie’s path - into their lives 
and then into their hearts – about 
18 months ago, says Ruth. “We 
had been thinking about having a 
dog, but just hadn’t done anything 
about it,” she adds with the lilting 
British accent she brought from 
Shropeshire. So, somehow Amber 
took care of it. 

She now has charge of the store 
where the Downies give lessons on 
a variety of string, percussion and 
keyboard instruments, sell various 
instruments and also provide basic 
repair services. In fact, Steve 
asserts “If Amber had opposing 
thumbs she’d run the cash register, 
too.” Lacking the thumbs, she, 
instead, serves as official greeter, 
meeting everyone coming through 
the door – adults and youngsters 
alike – with a warm canine 
welcome. “And, she makes the 
place homey,” Ruth adds. “She’s 
very definitely a people dog.” 

She’s also a music aficionado, 
although it’s not known whether 
that’s an innate or an acquired trait. 
Affectionately called a “sound 
hound” by one Downie student, 

See A DOG’S LIFE, page 12

“Got the amber eyes in focus yet? Quick, snap the pic, before I 
blink.”

melody jameson photos

“So open the door awreddy! Ya want me ta do it? I can, y’know. I 
wanna ride...ride...ride....”
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We can be replaced, but we do 
make a difference. Our replace-
ment may be good or bad, and the 
difference we make may be large 
or small. The change, however, 
will be apparent. 

My inkjet printer is a great exam-
ple of what happens 
when something leaves 
or in this case runs out. 
The printer contains 
a cartridge with four 
colors of ink: red, yel-
low, blue and black. 
From these, it creates 
the multiple colors of 
the rainbow by mixing 
them in exact propor-
tions to create the spe-

cific hue. As long as they are all 
working, the picture is very life-
like. But when one runs out, the 
colors shift dramatically. The loss 
of red may turn the color on the 
page from a regal purple to a dirty 
yellow-black. When the blue runs 
out, royal blue becomes a shocking 
pink on the page. With the printer, 
it is easy to see how important each 
color is to the overall design.

With people, it is not always 
easy to see. Also, the impact you 
are making may not be evident for 
many years. For example, teachers 
rarely get to see the results of their 
labor. The children leave school 
and move away. But I can tell you 
now that some of my teachers will 
always be with me and they are 
continuing to make a difference in 
my life. 

There was a young man who 
came to my aid in the middle of the 
night in rural Georgia when my car 

Have you ever wondered what 
difference you make in this world? 
Would it really matter whether you 
existed or not? Jimmy Stewart’s 
character in the movie It’s A 
Wonderful Life, ultimately came 
to the realization that his existence 
had made a difference. 
What about you?

There are many who 
will tell you that if you 
want to see how impor-
tant you are and how 
hard it would be to 
replace you, simply put 
your finger in a bucket 
of  water and then pull 
it out. The hole which 
remains in the water is 
the difference you would make if 
you left. Their theory is that every-
one is expendable and everyone 
can be replaced. They are prob-
ably right, except that by replac-
ing you, nothing will ever be the 
same. Your replacement won’t be 
you with your unique talents and 
knowledge. 

On the other hand, there is a 
group of people who believe 
that the smallest action on earth 
impacts all of us sooner or later. 
They believe that the fluttering 
of a butterfly in the Sahara des-
ert causes wind movements that 
can multiply and become the hur-
ricanes of the Caribbean. I don’t 
believe this hypothesis is totally 
true, because energy has a finite 
life and will ultimately dissipate. 
It may or may not have any lasting 
effects.

The truth probably lies some-
where between the two theories. 

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Your life can make a difference
POSITIVE TALK

broke down. He didn’t have much, 
but he was generous with his help 
and taught me that it doesn’t matter 
how much you have but how you 
use it that counts. Today, whenever 
I stop to help someone, I think 
of that young man. He doesn’t 
know it, but he is still making a 
difference.

If you look at your life and come 
to the conclusion that if you were 
not here, no one would miss you, 
I’d bet that you are wrong. But let 
me hedge my bet with this advice. 
The best way to be missed is to 
be a giver—one who does things 
for others. Giving does not mean 
that you must give gifts wrapped 
in beautiful bows. The people I 
would miss most are those who 
give me the gift of friendship. 
Nothing is more precious to me. 
Circumstance and death have 
taken several friends from me over 
the past year, and I can tell you 
they are sorely missed. 

Think of yourself as a color in 
the portrait of life. With you, the 
picture will be its brightest.

 
Hodges is a nationally recog-

nized speaker, trainer and syndi-
cated columnist. He also hosts an 
interview-format television pro-
gram, Spotlight on Government, 
on the Tampa Bay Community 
Network which airs Mondays at 
8 p.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. (Bright House channel 950, 
Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodg-
esvideos.com. Phone: 813-633-
1523. Email: bill@billhodges.com 
Website: www.billhodges.com”

5K Riverview Run 
Sept. 3 to benefit 
assault victim

The River of Life Christian  
Center, 6605 Krycul Ave., 
Riverview, is holding its 1st Annual 
5K run to benefit the Bloomingdale 
Library  assault victim.

The high school student was set 
to go to college the following year, 
but that was interrupted when she 
was beaten and raped and left to 
die in front of the library. Since 
that time many benefits and dona-
tions have been held for this cause 
because she has a long road to 
recovery and requires around the 
clock care, extensive therapy and 
much medical help.

The run will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 3 with registration at 7 a.m. 
an 8 a.m. start time and an awards 
ceremony at 9 a.m. Prizes will 
go to someone in each age group 
from ‘under 9 years old’ to ‘over 
65.’ Age groups will be in 4-year 
increments betwen 9 and 65. For 
more information, call 677-4453.

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

FREE BRAKE CHECK: New brake pads, resurface

front rotors, repack front wheel bearing (if

applicable), add brake fluid, inspect hydraulic suystem.

Additional parts/service often needed at extra cost.

Limited warranty - 12 months or 12,000 miles whichever

comes first. No other discounts apply. Valid only with coupon.

Not valid with other coupons. Exp. 9/1/11

2-WHEEL FRONT
DISC BRAKE SERV.

$20 OFF

Check Engine Light On?
Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

See store for details. Exp. 9/1/11

FULL ENGINE
DIAGNOSTIC SPECIAL

$4995
Value 

$91

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,

horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,

suspension, air and breather filter.

Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may

result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.

No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 9/1/11

MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

FREE Value

$3995

AAA Discount

Includes: Inspect belts, compressor & hoses,leak test entire system. (Freon extra). Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon.Not valid with other coupons or specials.
Exp. 9/1/11

A/C SERVICE
$997

Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

Environmental disposal fee may apply in some areas.

See store for details. Exp. 9/1/11

ANY FLUID
EXCHANGE

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH

Brakes, Transmission, Coolant, Power Steering

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and lighttrucks. Please call for appointment.Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any othercoupons or specials. Coupon expires 8/11/11

OIL CHANGE
& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15-6pm • Sat. 7:15-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center813-633-2636

Sun City
Dental Center

Open Mon.-Thurs.• 8:30-5:00

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., PA
New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

Offers expire 8/31/11. Coupons must be mentioned at time of 
scheduling appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum fee 
charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
the right to refuse pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other 
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and 
within 72 hrs. of responding to the advertisement for the fee service 
examination or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

10% Off
Full & Partial

Dentures
5110, 5120, 5213, 5214

Coupon Must Be Presented
At Time Of Estimate

Voted #1 in Best of South Shore for 2010

727 Cortaro Dr. (Behind Burger King)

New Patient Full Mouth 
Series of X-Rays (0210) and 

Exam (0110) for $95 and 
receive a

$100 CREDIT toward 
your account for 
future treatment.
Coupon Must Be Presented

At Time Of Estimate

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~

ElEctrolysis
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Call for appt. 813-244-03414020 State Route 674, Suite 2, Sun City Center, FL •  www.erasersinc.com

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS
Medical Director

Erasers
Body Enhancement Centers, Inc.

TM

(813) 634-9260

BOARD CERTIFIED VEIN SPECIALIST AND SURGEON
WILL DETERMINE WHICH PROCEDURE WILL BENEFIT YOU

FREE vein screening every Thursday

Sclerotherapy $150.00
Radiesse 1.5cc $625.00
Botox $10.00 per unit

Florida statues 456.062   The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment of any other service, examination, or 
treatment which is performed as a result of the advertisement and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee service examination or treatment.

 

Negotiations 
continue

Open negotiations between 
Hillsborough County Public 
Schools and the Hillsborough 
Classroom Teachers Association 
for the 2011-2012 school year will 
continue at 1:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 1 at the Dr. Sam Horton 
Instructional Services Center, 2920 
N. 40th St., Room 141, Tampa.

SBE to hold 
meeting

The Small Business Enterprise 
(SBE) will meet at 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, July 28 in the medium 
conference room on the 22nd floor 
of County Center, 601 E. Kennedy 
Blvd., Tampa.

For more information, call  Sheila 
Hudson, Contracts  Manager, 
 Economic Development Dept. at 
(813) 276-2745.



X • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT DATE, 20098 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT FEBRUARY 17, 2011FEBRUARY 10, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • 5JULY 28, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • 5

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Office 2010 • July 28 • 3 p.m.
If you have used Office 2002 or 2003, you will notice
differences in the layout of the Office 2010 screens.

Open Source: Introduction • July 29 • 3 p.m.
Learn what Open Source is and where to find it on the internet.

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at
1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 

www.lodge813.moosepages.org

WEEKLY EVENTS

No Spaghetti Dinners ‘til September 7

Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings

Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter 
   or fried) 
 7-11 p.m. Live Music

Every Saturday  Horseshoes 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, July 29 7-11 p.m. Taylor ‘n Taylor

Saturday, July 30 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Aug. 5 7-11 p.m. Calvin O

Saturday, Aug. 6 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Aug.12 7-11 p.m. Beach Monkeys

Saturday, Aug. 13 5-7 p.m. Women of the Moose Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Aug. 19 7-11 p.m. Del and Gary

Saturday, Aug. 20 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Kim Mullins

Friday, Aug. 26 7-11 p.m. Ted Ennis

Saturday, Aug. 27 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim 
  Moose Scavenger Hunt

Friday, Sept. 2 7-11 p.m. Tony John

Saturday, Sept. 3 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 9 7-11 p.m. Taylor and Taylor

Saturday, Sept. 10 5-7 p.m. Women of the Moose Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 16 7-11 p.m. Ella and JT

Saturday, Sept. 17 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, Sept. 23 7-11 p.m. Tone Benders

Saturday, Sept. 24 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests. 

 

RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 

and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday 
each month. 

Thursday, July 28 — Bar Bingo 
at 6 p.m. 

Friday, July 29 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by Bert & 
Sassy from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, July 30 — Steak Dinner 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m.  Music by Bert 
& Sassy from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Sunday, July 31 — Music by Bert 
& Sassy from 5 to 9 p.m.

Monday, August 1 — Open.
Tuesday, August 3— Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 

opens at 4:30 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 3 — American Legion Meeting at 7 p.m.

Detachment of 
Marine Corps 
extends invitation

The next meeting of the River-
view Detachment of the Marine 
Corps League will be held at 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 2 at Ameri-
can Legion Post #148, 7240 U.S. 
Hwy. 301 S., Riverview.

The Detachment would  like to 
invite all area Marines and FMF 
Corpsmen to attend this meeting 
and learn what they are all about. 

For more information, call Den-
nis Antle at (813) 835-0551 or 
visit their website at www.mcl-
riverview.org.

County reaches out to Hispanics 
Hillsborough County Economic Development Department is direct-

ly responding to a 2010 U.S. Census Report that shows the County’s 
 Hispanic population grew 25 percent over the last 10 years by enhancing 
services to help Hispanic entrepreneurs succeed with their businesses.

 The Department’s Small Business Information Center (SBIC) is offer-
ing additional business technical assistance to Hispanics including:

• Free bilingual Spanish/English counseling for entrepreneurs who 
want to start or expand their business and create more jobs.

• Free visits by SBIC Business Counselors to established Hispanic 
businesses in the community to provide valuable information on  business 
operations.

• Education and assistance to help Hispanic business owners  become 
certified as minority businesses and achieve the Minority Busi-
ness  Enterprise/Small Business Enterprise (MBE/SBE) Certification, 
 increasing opportunities to better tap business prospects with the local 
government.

• Free informative seminars and workshops as part of the technical 
 assistance education program to enhance the economic development of 
the Hillsborough County business community. 

For more information, call (813) 914-4028 ext. 62007. 

Aug. 6 event 
planned for 
Mayor’s race 

Gabrielle Perham completed a 
successful event July 21 and has 
another planned for Aug. 6.

The Gaby for Mayor table will be 
at the next Ladies Night Out from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 6 
at the Winthrop Town Centre.

The event offers free food, 
wine and beverages and a unique 
evening of shopping and social 
 networking.

Gaby for Mayor will offer raffle 
prizes and gifts, with all proceeds 
going to the Riverview Boys and 
Girls Club and the Greater River-
view Chamber of Commerce.

For more information on the 
Gaby for Mayor campaign, visit 
www.gabyformayor.com or call 
(813) 704-0460.

Gabrielle Perham, center, candidate for 2012 Honorary Mayor of 
 Riverview, hosted her kick-off event on July 21 at S&S Tacos in 
 Riverview and is now planning a Saturday, Aug. 6 Ladies Night Out. 
Helping were her husband and business partner Manny Potter, and 
campaign manager Erica Berry.

Riverview student 
makes Dean's List

Adia Dixon of Riverview was 
named to the dean’s list at the 
 Savannah College of Art and 
 Design for spring quarter 2011. 
Full-time under graduate students 
who earn a grade point average of 
3.5 or above for the quarter receive 
recognition on the dean’s list. Dix-
on is seeking a  Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in Interior Design.

The Savannah College of Art 
and Design is a private, nonprofit, 
 accredited institution conferring 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
to  prepare talented students for 
professional careers. As the most 
comprehensive art and design uni-
versity in the world, SCAD offers 
more than 40 majors and more 
than 50 minors at distinctive lo-
cations in Savannah and Atlanta, 
GA; in Hong Kong; in Lacoste, 
France; and online through SCAD 
eLearning.

Five Parade of Homes Awards go to 
FishHawk Ranch Builders

FishHawk Ranch, by Newland Communities, is proud to announce that 
two of its esteemed builders recently took home five of the 19 awards 
given during the 2011 Spring Parade of Homes, sponsored by the Tampa 
Bay Builders Association. 

In their first year in the Parade, Homes by WestBay took home awards 
for their ‘Key Largo II’ model located in FishHawk Ranch’s Garden 
District, and the ‘Boca Grande II’ model in FishHawk Ranch’s newest 
neighborhood, Starling. David Weekley Homes also earned two awards 
for their new models, ‘The Mills’ and ‘The Anchor,’ also located in the 
Starling neighborhood. Rounding out the awards was Homes by John 
C. Fowke’s ‘Villa Ventana’ model, which received the Showstopper 
Award.

“We are proud to have homebuilders in our communities who bring 
unique and flexible designs that meet the needs of today’s families,” 
says Rick Harcrow, senior VP of operations for Newland Communi-
ties. “These awards support our dedication to creating desirable, livable 
 communities.”

FishHawk Ranch has proudly showcased homes in the TBBA’s  regional 
home tour for the past 12 years. This year’s tour featured eight FishHawk 
Ranch homes. 

2011 marked the 41st annual Tampa Bay Parade of Homes. This event 
offers potential homebuyers a look at the latest technology and trends in 
the building industry. With 69 model homes included in the showcase, 
this year’s Parade offered a wide variety of builders, models and com-
munities that spanned Hillsborough, Pinellas and Pasco Counties.
About FishHawk Ranch

FishHawk Ranch by Newland Communities is a 3,000-acre master-
planned community located in southeast Hillsborough County. Recently 
certified by the Florida Green Building Coalition as the first green com-
munity in Hillsborough County, FishHawk Ranch features a variety of 
amenities including more than 25 miles of nature trails. The community 
offers townhomes, villas, single-family, and custom homes priced from 
$100,000 to more than $1 million. The FishHawk Ranch Welcome Cen-
ter and 24 model homes are open Monday through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. For more information, 
call (813) 685-7500 or visit our website at www.fishhawkranch.com.
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm

$1000 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 9/30/11

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

Casual Waterfront Dining
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers 
and Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
Live Music Every Thursday 

and Saturday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm
Sunday 11-3 pm

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

FOURSOME SPECIAL $50 4 Golfers
Exp. 9/1/11

already in effect,” Fernandez 
continued. “We want to see what 
people would like to see preserved, 
changed and created (new).”

The attendees at the meeting 
divided into two groups, one for 
Apollo Beach and the other for 
Ruskin, individually filling out 
three surveys and then discussing 
them in roundtable fashion before 
combining and prioritizing their 
goals onto one sheet for each 
community.

Improving the appearance of 
the highway was one of the main 
objectives of the Community 
Plans made several years ago 
when Hillsborough County 
planners worked with residents to 
find out what they wanted in their 
neighborhood’s future. 

“We found they wanted to 
improve the appearance of the 
corridor, promote community 
identity and promote economic 
development and redevelopment,” 
Fernandez said.

July 21, planners put the same 
survey taken at the recent meeting 
online. One for Ruskin and one for 
Apollo Beach. They can be found 
at http://www.hillsboroughcounty.
org/pgm/zoning/cpiongoing/us41.
cfm.

County planners are hoping many 
people will fill out the surveys 
online before the next planning 
meeting, which is scheduled for 
Aug. 25 at 6 p.m.

They expect the planning process 
for the overlay to last about eight 
months before planners make 
recommendations to County 
Commissioners who will make the 
final decision on what will occur.

The overlay has nothing to do 
with the widening of U.S. 41 being 
done by the Florida Department of 
Transportation.

“In an overlay, generally areas 
have regulated architectural design 

and features, signage, landscaping 
and buffers,” Fernandez said.

But those factors are not set 
in stone and the county realizes 
U.S. 41 in Apollo Beach differs 
greatly from U.S. 41 in Ruskin, 
said planner John Healey who has 
worked on plans in South County 
for many years.

There was a consensus that U.S. 
41 acts as a major roadway through 
Apollo Beach while Apollo 
Beach Boulevard is considered 
the community’s hub, but Ruskin 
U.S. 41 is actually the town’s 
main street. “This makes a huge 
difference in what people want to 
see happen,” Fernandez said.

So the two groups, one for each 
community, separated and began to 
dig into what preservation, change 
and creating something new can 
actually accomplish.

County staff pointed out that in 
the overlay, the definition of these 
three key points is this: preservation 
is maintaining and protecting; 
creating is bringing something in 
that is not there today and change 
means to fix something that is 
present but not currently working 
for, or pleasing to, residents. 

The group talking about Apollo 
Beach included Michael Peterson, 
Barbara Compton, Joel Meek 
and David McDaniel who listed 
preservation of the landscaping and 

penny fletcher photos
Cameron Clark of the Hillsborough County Attorney’s Office ex-
plains why it is necessary that people attending this meeting not 
talk together outside meetings about matters that will eventually be 
voted on. It was explained that they may discuss anything said at 
meetings with individuals and groups and the sole purpose of this 
requirement is to assure residents that no “meetings are held in 
smoke-filled rooms behind closed doors.”

US 41 Overlay
Continued from page 1 ■

See US 41 OVERLAY, page 7

Jose Fernandez, principal plan-
ner, Development Services of 
the Hillsborough County Plan-
ning and Zoning Division. 
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frontage of major developments 
like Mira Bay and South Shore 
Falls, community signs, sidewalks 
green medians, commercial clusters, 
and keeping the community look 
and feel provided by icons that 
included the Ruskin Drive In and 
the vegetable stand south of the 
commercial area of Apollo Beach.

As for new ideas, they brought up 
a park-and-ride lot, wider walking 
and biking trails, landscape that 
could provide better buffers, and 
new signs marking the entrances to 
the community at Big Bend Road 
to the north and 19th Avenue to the 
south.

Changes of existing elements 
included screening of open 
storage, mobile homes and car lots, 
modernizing Flamingo Plaza and 
including covered and benched bus 
stops.

Ruskin talked mainly about 
preserving the historic nature of 
neighborhoods and buildings like 
the Ruskin Woman’s Club. 

“Let’s be sure and keep the historic 
places and hometown look,” said 
Sam Cook.

The group agreed they did not 
want to lose their four-lane traffic 
flow on U.S. 41. (Years ago in 
planning workshops some had 
suggested bringing that down to 
two lanes to make it more like a 
small town and encourage shops 
along the highway.) 

Putting all utilities underground 
was an idea brought up by Tom 
Grimm but he admitted that would 
be up to the utility companies and 
almost impossible to include in a 
plan unless they agreed.

“Every corridor is different. 
We have to work with what is 
appropriate,” Fernandez said. 

He said the county would be 
checking out the regulations 
associated with the Florida 
Department of Transportation as 
the plan moved forward.

“The most important thing now 
is for residents to visit the Website, 
read the brochure about the overlay, 
fill out the online survey and come 
to the meetings,” Fernandez said.

They are also welcome to call 
him at 813-307-3435 with their 
questions. 

penny fletcher photos
County planners brought separate maps of a planned overlay district for Ruskin and Apollo Beach and 
also one that takes in the entire 8-mile area from its northern beginning at Big Bend Road to the Little 
Manatee River Bridge at the south end of the proposed project.

US 41 Overlay
Continued from page 6 ■

The group members discussing plans for the look of U.S. 41 in 
Ruskin with county planner John Healey are Sam Cook, Tom Grimm, 
Karen Freiwald, Sandy Council, Michael Parker and Tony Zipperer.

County seeking nominations
for Moral Courage Award

Winners of the Hillsborough 
County Moral Courage Award are 
those citizens who have stood up 
to government, rejected the status 
quo, and challenged decisions for 
the betterment of the county and 
its citizens. If you know someone 
who has courageously fought for 
the principle of right and wrong, 
nominate him or her for the 
County’s 2011 Moral Courage 
Award. 

 Deadline for nominations is 5 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 15.

 The nomination form for the 2011 
Moral Courage Award is available 
at www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
bocc, click on ‘Special Awards,’ 
then click on ‘Moral Courage 
Award.’ Nominations should be 
submitted in one of three ways:

• E-mail: jenkinsad@
hillsboroughcounty.org

• Fax: 813-276-8495
• Mail: Hillsborough County 

Communications Department
Re: Moral Courage Award, P.O. 

Box 1110, Tampa, FL 33601
Anyone may submit a 

nomination. All Hillsborough 
County residents -- individuals and 

groups -- are eligible to receive the 
award. The Hillsborough County 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
will review nominations at their 
meeting on Friday, Aug. 26, and 
may recommend a finalist to the 
Hillsborough County Commission. 
Nominees are welcome to appear 
and speak on their behalf during 
public comment at the beginning of 
the meeting. The nomination will 
then be considered by the County 
Commission in September.

Commissioners created the 
Moral Courage Award in 1992 to 
recognize individuals and groups 
who have courageously challenged 
government actions for the good 
of the county and its residents, 
and demonstrated the willingness 
to take a moral or ethical stand 
against decisions of  government.

Past award recipients include a 
staunch Sun City Center resident 
 advocate, a local government 
whistleblower, and civic groups 
that spearheaded efforts to clean 
up landfills, fought the installation 
of giant power poles in their 
neighborhood, and started an 
affordable housing program. 



DATE, 2009 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • X10 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT JULY 1, 2010OCTOBER 21, 2010 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER • 76B • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER OCTOBER 28, 2010MARCH 3, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER • 730 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER MARCH 3, 20118 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER JULY 28, 2011

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend some 

good resources to help job hunt-
ing  seniors? I’m 60 years old and 
have been out of work for nearly 
six months now and need 
some help. What can you 
tell me?

Seeking Employment
 
Dear Seeking,
The tough employment 

market over the past few 
years has been particu-
larly hard on people over 
the age of 55. Fortunately, 
there are a number of 
online tools and in-person training 
centers scattered across the coun-
try today that can help. Here’s 
what you should know.
In-Person Help

A good first step to get help find-
ing a job is at a Career One-Stop 
center. Sponsored by the U.S. 
 Department of Labor, these are 
free job resource centers that can 
help you explore career options, 
search for jobs, find training, write 
a resume, prepare for an interview 
and much more. There are around 
3,000 of these centers located 
throughout the country. To find 
one near you, call 877-348-0502 
or go to careeronestop.org.

Depending on your financial 
situation, another program that 
may help is the Senior Community 
Service Employment Program 
( SCSEP). Also sponsored by the 
Department of Labor, SCSEP 
 offers access to training and part 
time job placements in a wide 
variety of community service 
positions such as day care cen-
ters, senior centers, governmen-
tal agencies, schools, hospitals, 
 libraries and landscaping centers. 
To qualify, participants must be 
over 55, unemployed and earning 
less than 125 percent of the federal 
poverty level -- $13,600 a year. 
Unfortunately, 2011 federal bud-
get cuts have significantly reduced 
this program funding, but it’s still 
a viable option. To learn more or 
locate a program in your area visit 
www.doleta.gov/seniors or call 
877-872-5627.

In addition to the national 
resources, some states, communi-
ties and local nonprofit organiza-
tions may offer their own senior 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

employment programs. For exam-
ple, in certain areas in Indiana, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Texas, 
Vermont, Washington state and 

Wisconsin there 
are Aging Worker 
Initiative programs to 
help local job seekers 
55 and older. To find 
out if your community 
offers any locally-
based senior employ-
ment programs, con-
tact the Area Agency 
on Aging – call 800-
677-1116 or see www.

eldercare.gov to get your local 
number.
AARP WorkSearch

Another resource that offers free 
job help is the AARP Foundation 
WorkSearch Virtual Job Coach 
program.

This is a volunteer-run program 
that helps any job-seeker (you 
don’t need to be an AARP mem-
ber), age 40 and older, by connect-
ing you with a trained volunteer to 
help you search for jobs and get 
training. The coaching is typically 
done via e-mail or over the phone. 
Call 877-659-0969 or visit aarp-
worksearch.org to find help.

In addition, AARP also offers 
a jobs search engine that you can 
access at jobs.aarp.org. Or, if you 
want in-person assistance, AARP 
has 23 WorkSearch facilities 
around the country that provide 
free face-to-face help. To search 

Resources for job-hunting seniors

THE SAVVY SENIOR

for a facility, contact your state 
AARP office. See aarp.org/states 
or call 888-687-2277 for contact 
information. 
Online Resources

There’s also a wide array of 
online employment networks that 
can help you connect with com-
panies that are interested in hiring 
older workers. One of the best is 
retirementjobs.com, which offers 
a job search engine that lists more 
than 30,000 jobs nationwide from 
companies that are actively seek-
ing workers over the age of 50. It 
also provides job-seeking tips and 
advice, helps with resume writing 
and allows you to post your resume 
online for companies to find you.

Some other 50-plus job seeking 
sites worth a look are seniors4hire.
com, workforce50.com, retired-
brains.com, retireeworkforce.com, 
wiserworker.com, seniorjobbank.
com, enrge.us (a site devoted to 
retired government employees) 
and yourencore.com (an online 
recruitment firm that connects 
retired scientists, developers and 
engineers with companies that 
offer consulting assignments).
Start a Business

If you’re interested in start-
ing a small business but could 
use some help getting started, 
turn to the U.S. Small Business 
Administration which offers tips, 
tools and free online courses that 
you can access at sba.gov. Also see 
score.org a nonprofit association 
that provides free business advice 
for entrepreneurs.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
Savvy Senior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Board Certified Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Brandi Broughton, PA-C

Offering Botox, Restylane and various cosmetic 
products and services

Physician of
the Year
2005

Same Day Appointments • FREE Skin Screening

6322 U.S. Highway 301 • Riverview
813-880-7546

Insurance accepted: Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, and many more

Hillsborough County Animal Services 
hosts disaster training 

In recent years, Hillsborough County Animal Services has deployed 
for rescue and recovery of animals for a variety of named storms, includ-
ing Hurricanes Charley, Floyd, Katrina and Wilma.

With the most active months of the 2011 hurricane season ahead, 
Hillsborough County Animal Services will host disaster training to re-
cruit volunteers to assist at emergency pet shelters in the event of local 
disasters (natural or man-made).

The theme of bay area community preparedness for animals is: Because 
the ENTIRE family matters! A special one-day course titled Awareness 
Level Emergency Sheltering is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
July 31 at the Hillsborough County Animal Services facility located at 
440 Falkenburg Road, North in Tampa. The course is open to adults 18 
years and older, and space is limited.

The awareness level course is 
designed to familiarize community 
animal advocates, volunteers, and 
future animal professionals with 
the chain-of-command and skills 
necessary for quick and effective 
emergency response to animal-
related disasters.  Wide ranging 
course  topics include: protocols 
for proper kennel and shelter set-

up; cleaning and disease control; animal behavior, personal preparedness 
and safety; stress management; code of conduct; security procedures, 
and an overview of FEMA’s Incident Command System.

Professional animal responders from both Hillsborough County Animal 
Services and the Florida State Animal Response Coalition (SARC) will 
team up for this special day of classroom and hands-on instruction. 
Attendees should wear closed-toed shoes and comfortable clothing; 
one-hour lunch is to be self-provided. The Awareness Level Emergency 
Sheltering course is sanctioned by the State Animal Response Coalition 
(SARC), and the University of Florida. A $50 course fee includes a stu-
dent manual, with proceeds to benefit Florida SARC (registered 501(c)3). 
To register for the class, go to www.flsarc.org or call 352.658.1224.

During disasters, Hillsborough County Animal Services is responsible 
for ESF 17 (Emergency Support Function for animals). Hillsborough 
County currently has four approved pet-friendly evacuation shelters lo-
cated within existing Red Cross Shelters. Reservations for pet shelters 
are not accepted in Hillsborough County. Pets will be sheltered on a first-
come, first-served basis when pet owners stay at the corresponding Red 
Cross shelter location. Shelters will open upon order of the Hillsborough 
County Emergency Operations Manager.

 Since public shelters offer very limited space for animals, it is  vital 
that residents have an emergency plan to include pets -- because the 
 ENTIRE family matters! For more information on disaster preparedness 
for pets, the current list of pet-friendly shelters in Hillsborough County, 
or to learn more about volunteering, log onto www.hillsboroughcoun-
ty.org/animalservices or call Hillsborough County Animal Services at 
(813) 744-5660.

 

Daniel J. Mountcastle, MD - Ohio State University; Naushin Jobe, MD - Chicago Medical School; 
Jack Lipps, MD - University of Louisville; Kim Truett, BS - Oregon Institute of Technology

We offer a FREE Leg Screening and 
FREE Educational Consultation
Healthier Legs Look & Feel Younger!

LIMITED AVAILABILITY: 

Please call 813-634-1333
Paid by Medicare and insurance

Offices in LARgo, PALM HARBoR, ST. 
PETERSBuRg, Sun CITY CEnTER
mountcastleveincenters.com

Leg Screening: Your 1 Minute Test

If you have one of these signs 
or symptoms, call us:

Summary:
Problem:

Several signs and symptoms indicate easily 
treatable vein problems in the legs.
Most people are only familiar with spider and 
varicose veins as signs of vein problems.

Leg Pain (Hidden varicosities)

Leg Cramps
Blue Feet or Ankles
Swelling
Leg Skin Changes
Restless Legs
Itch, Burning, Discoloration
Spider and Varicose Veins

With early diagnosis and care, you will avoid 
years of gradual deterioration of your legs. Blue Feet and Discoloration

Aging and Action
Aging — It is a mysterious balance of maturation and decline. Along with a fine 

cargo of experiences and memories comes the reality that we are silently and 
slowly starting to fall apart. As awareness of this deterioration dawns on us, we can 
either do nothing, or we can act to slow it down.

Action — Some reasons you should make an appointment for a free leg screening 
and educational consultation include:
1. Knowledge - It is a good thing: you will know more about your legs and vein 

treatment. 50% of us over 50 years old have some degree of vein disease...  
Your time: 1/2 hour.   Your cost: Free.

2. Stop Deterioration - You can stop the slow deterioration that results from 
failed vein valves and even reverse much of the damage.

3. Younger Legs - Your legs, with modern treatments, can be healthier. Healthy 
legs look and feel younger.

4. Vanishing Benefits - You worked hard for your medical benefits, and they 
are slowly being denied to you either directly or more indirectly through 
decreased reimbursements and more restrictions. When you are finally ready 
to act, it may be too late.

— Daniel J. Mountcastle, MD, FAAEM, Founder of Mountcastle Vein Centers



JULY 28, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER • 9

TECH 
Every Wednesday: Best Spaghetti 
in Town -- $7, All You Can Eat, for 
all Elks and their guests. Music by 
Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday: Seafood and Sand-
wiches for all Elks and their guests 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan 
from 5 to 8 p.m.          

Saturday, July 30: Cyndi Burger 
– One Girl Band, from 7 to 10 p.m. 
$6 with light snacks.

Sunday, July 31: Rays Games. 
Wieners and Wings will be 
served.

Sunday, Aug. 28: Boom Ba. Mark your calendars. Details to follow.

 The South Hillsborough Elk’s Lodge is located at 1630 U.S. Hwy. 41 S., 
Ruskin, FL 33570. It is a smoke-free environment. 

 For more information, call (813) 645-2089. 

South Hillsborough 
Elks Lodge #2672 

Upcoming
Activities

®

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

2305 College Ave. E. • Ruskin, FL
1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B

813-645-8660
www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

We Are the Oldest Family-Owned 
Window Treatment/Flooring Store in Southshore

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Closed Sunday • Evenings by Appointment

While Supplies Last!

up to

75% Off!
including

PATIO RUGS

AREA RUG SALE

5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Probate and Estate Planning  • Home Visits

• Wills  • Medicaid Planning  • Divorce
•  Personal Injury  • Wrongful Death

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

KNOX
   ALUMINUM

IMPROVEMENTS
“Our Customers Are Our Best Advertisement”

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

OF RUSKIN

Check the...
✓ Quality
✓ Difference
✓ Price

• Concrete
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Vinyl Windows

• Carports
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Roof Overs

813-645-3529  FAX: 813-645-7353 • KnoxAluminum.com

Lic. RX0057641
®

Office Address: 720 4th St. S.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

FISH TALES

Why not fish with our locals in 
the beautiful, sparkling waters of 
our bay which is teeming with a 
variety of fish?

You will have a great 
vacation without spend-
ing the high price for a 
place to sleep and eat. 
You won’t spend the 
day traveling, but will 
have all day to fish.

As you know, I have 
written many local his-
tory books, and one 
story I haven’t printed is a  local 
legend.

The legend goes like this: In our 
bay waters, there is a mysterious 
sound, described to me as ‘the 
most beautiful sound that your 
ears will ever hear.’ This sound 
can be heard only in the  quietest 
of nights, when there are no motor 
boats around. You can hear music; 
it is like none you have ever heard 
before. Some think it is nature it-
self singing. These anglers swear 
that it is out there and their forefa-
thers have handed down this legend 
from generation to  generation.

How many of you know how 
long it took man to learn to fish? 
The first settlers used rawhide lines 

and carved crude hooks, 
made from shells. They, 
as the Indians did, took 
logs and carved them 
out to make a boat to 
sit in and had a pole to 
push them around. We 
still have a pole to push 
our boats around the 
grassy flats, with motor 
off, to save the flats.

Time changes everything. All of 
the books written on “How to catch 
and find a fish,” are in  today’s 
world, just history. I heard from 
 anglers years ago that if you could 
catch a fish, ‘it was pure luck.’ I 
would write about how to have pa-
tience and practice, and learn from 
the past generation.  Today’s world 
is all electronics, for those who 
can  afford them. 

I will call it ‘Touchscreen Fish-
ing,’ perhaps the greatest inven-
tion since the lighthouse. 

Boats have auto-pilot and you 
thought that was for airplanes 
only. You don’t need a chart plot-
ter. Just touch your screen -- no 
more maps and paper aboard. With 
a good radar and a good antenna 
you can see your fish before you 
get to them. You can detect rocks 
and all water conditions ahead.
You will be able to see the weather 
before it arrives. 

In this electronic world, our 
small town of Ruskin is probably 
the only place that one can still 
buy a bamboo fishing pole. This 
goes back to the years of hand line 
fishing. 

We have great freshwater fishing 
in our state which is not as well 
known nationwide as our salt water 
fishing. Fresh water is a great 
place to take your children fish-
ing this summer. You can stay at 
home, and take them to the  upper 
waters of our rivers, either the Lit-
tle Manatee or the Alafia -- a great 
place to catch your first fish and 
to get acquainted with the great 
 outdoors.

They could catch stump knock-
ers, black crappie, redbreast sun-
fish, blue gill, spotted sunfish, 
a  variety of catfish, bass, water-
mouth, gar, skipjack, bowfin, her-
ring, and red finned pickerel, to 
name few.

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

Touch your screen and see your fish
Even in the hot weather with 

rain, now and then, I have seen 
 anglers with catches. Many go 
fishing early in the morning or late 
at night. Night fishing has been 
good because it is quiet out there 
and the fish do not get spooked.

Flounder catches have been 
many this week. A good catch and 
a great tablefare. Their white meat 
is a good diet food without much 
fat content.

Sheepshead seem to like our area 
and are most often caught by those 
pier fishing. 

One or two redfish catches have 
come to our attention this week. I 
heard from the charters that they 
have seen some huge ones out 
on the edge in the deep. They are 
staying out of the heat and finding 
a cool spot to hide.

A tip from one of the ‘ole  local 
anglers: “If your shrimp gets slug-
gish in the heat, put a pinch of 
 baking soda in your bucket or bait 
well and they will start jumping 
again.”

Remember you can tell the story 
of your ‘Big Catch’ over and over 
again, until you make the next big 
catch.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.

Grocery help for low-income people 
over 60 

• Could you use a little help with your grocery bill?
• Do you live in Hillsborough, Manatee, Polk, Highlands or Hardee 

County?
If so, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (formerly known 

as Food Stamps) may be able to help you pay for some of your  groceries. 
The West Central Florida Area Agency on Aging’s Aging Resource  Center 
has a team of specialists who can help you complete your Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance application over the phone. 

For more information, call 800-963-5337 (96-Elder).

Community Action 
Board to meet 

The Hillsborough Community 
Action Board has scheduled a 
special meeting at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 3 at the Lee 
 Davis Neighborhood Service 
Center, Second Floor, 3402 N. 
22nd St., in Tampa.

For more information, call Luisa 
Rodriguez-Zmoda at 273-3746.

Elder Helpline
offers support

The West Central Florida Area 
Agency on Aging’s Elder Help-
line provides information for 
older adults and their caregivers 
by helping callers make informed 
 decisions about available assis-
tance. It is the starting point in get-
ting connected with programs or 
services that can meet the needs of 
the older adult or caregiver. 

For more information, call 800-
964-5337 (96-Elder).
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Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
July 28 to August 3 

 “Expressive Artists” Let’s Create!*
Thursday, July 28 • 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

“Expressive Artists,” 11 years and up, will have a creative afternoon. 
Limit 20. Registration required at SouthShore Regional Library. 

Please visit the Information Desk or call 273-3652.

Poetry Jam*
Thursday, July 28 • 3 to 5:30 p.m.

For teens in grades 6-12. Bring your work and prepare to throw down 
in a grand poetry slam. Judges will be selected from the audience.

If you’re a poet or simply enjoy poetry, come on out to shout,
laugh, and clap for your favorite poems. 

Teen Night: Game Zone*
Thursday, July 28 • 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

For middle and high school students. Get in the zone and join
your friends for some gaming fun on the Xbox 360 and Nintendo

Wii with games such as Band Hero, Guitar Hero 5, Smash Brothers 
Brawl and more! Refreshments provided by Domino’s Pizza.

Bedtime Stories
Thursday, July 28 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading a family affair.  Children 
may wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy for

stories, songs and activities during this 30-minute program.

The Ice Cream Social*
Saturday, July 30 • 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

For grades K-5. As summer winds down, join us for a cool and
refreshing treat. Share in stories, crafts, and games all about ice cream! 

Everyone will also get to create their very own ice cream sundae.
Registration is required. Ask at the Information Desk or call 273-3652. 

Cosplay Ball*
Saturday, July 30 • 6 to 10 p.m.

Come dressed as your favorite Anime or Manga character for a night
of Anime-themed fun, music, games, and prizes. There will be a

special contest for the best costume. Advance tickets are available
and ticketholders are entered into a special raffle contest. 

*Free event is provided by the
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Many boaters have upgraded 
their boating skills and knowledge 
by taking a boating course through 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Now they’re offering another 
practical course that should prob-
ably be titled, ‘How to Get There...
From Here’ -- in other words, a 
course on basic navigation.

Let them show you how to con-
fidently and successfully go where 
you’d like to go on the water.

Learn how to avoid the shallows 
of St. Petersburg and get to nice 
restaurants.

Figure out the requirements and 
tides for going under eight bridges 
to ‘Rick’s on the River.’

Find the best and safest anchor-
ages for the annual MacDill Air 
Show.

Discover the aqua blue head-
waters of the Alafia River and the 
fun restaurants along the way.

Chart a course to Egmont Key 
and bring friends and family on an 
adventurous trip.

Plan weekend tours by boat of 
Tampa’s many art shows, festivals, 
hotels and restaurants.

Let’s get on the water and have 
some fun.

The U.S. Coast Guard  Auxiliary’s 
Weekend Navigator Course is a 
comprehensive course  designed for 
both experienced and novice pow-
erboat and sailboat operators.The 
course is divided into two major 
parts designed to educate the boat-
ing enthusiast in skills required for 
a safe voyage on a variety of water 
and boating conditions. Each class 
is two consecutive Saturdays, Aug. 
6 and 13 or Sept. 10 and 17.

Students must pre-register for 
 either class by mailing a $70 check 
made out to Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 75 to: Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Flotilla 75, P.O. Box 692, 
Ruskin, FL 33575-0692.

The deadline for registration 
submissions for the August 6 and 
13 classes is the close of business, 
Thursday, July 28. The deadline 
for the Sept. 10 and 17 class is 
Thursday, Sept.1.

Let the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
show you how to start to get where 
you want to go. Call Guy Mandigo 
at (813) 641-2488 to register.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 75 
offers weekend navigator classes

Camp Bayou plans annual Back to 
School -- Back to Nature Day

Camp Bayou’s annual Back to School -- Back to Nature event will 
be held from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Aug. 6. Registered families 
will visit several nature stations where they will learn something about 
frogs, fossils, forests or one of several nature topics. Before leaving each 
 station, the children will be given a free school supply item. Children 
will also be given a raffle ticket when they arrive after their family signs 
in at the registration table. A ticket will be drawn every 30 minutes for 
other items, including backpacks, journals, lunch bags, and more. As in 
past years, registration is required, but attendance is free. 

This year they will again hold a Teacher Exchange area for educators 
to leave materials they no longer need or pick up something new.  Current 
items available for the Teacher Exchange include a fish tank with some 
accessories, posters, colorful nature magazines and water quality test 
kits. Teachers can also learn about field trips to the Nature Center or 
Fossil Museum, SWFWMD’s SPLASH! grants, upcoming teacher 
 professional workshops, League of Environmental Educators in Florida 
regional  information and Florida Master Naturalist Program updates.

Organizations that will be participating in this year's event include: 
Hillsborough County Solid Waste Recycling Program; Keep Tampa Bay 
Beautiful; Florida Division of Forestry; Adopt-a-Pond and West Central 
Girl Scouts. Register online at www.campbayou.org.

Proud owner of a new bookbag, courtesy of Camp Bayou’s annual 
Back to School event last year.

The Asian & Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund, the  nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization solely devoted to providing  college 
 scholarships for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI), is 
awarding for the first-time scholarships to more than 500 outstanding 
students for the next academic school year.

Reyna Theresa Bansil, salutatorian at Lennard High School for the 
2011 graduating class, will receive $2,500 of these funds for the 2011-
2012 school year.

Reyna has been taking classes at Hillsborough Community College 
while a senior in high school. She says her biggest challenge has been 
learning English as she takes her classes because she came from the 
 Phillipines where she spoke a language called Tagalog.

Reyna earned the title of Statewide Volunteer of the Year for 2010 for 
the ALS Associatoin (Lou Gehrig’s disease) for which she raises funds 
and volunteers.

For more information about AAPI, which is based in Washington, 
D.C., call (202) 747-7236. 

Asian & Pacific Islander Scholarship Fund selects
Lennard HS student

REYNA ThERESA BANSIL

Emma Barbara Krentzman was born 
May 30, 2011 at Newton-Wellesley 
Hospital, 2014 Washington St., Newton, 
MA 02462.

The proud parents are Jenny and Tim 
Gomeringer. The happy grandparents 
are Carol and David Krentzman of 
Natick, MA; and Debbie and George 
Marsoobian of Apollo Beach, FL.

Congratulations on your new arrival

What are your kids eating this 
summer?

Hillsborough County is participating in the Summer Food Service 
Program, going on now through Aug. 12, to provide FREE nutritious 
lunches and afternoon snacks to children at more than 80 sites through-
out Hillsborough County. These sites are in geographical areas of where 
50 percent or more of the children qualify for free or reduced price meals 
during the school year.

 Too often, many children are left searching for unhealthy foods to eat 
when their parents are working or not in the home. When there is not 
enough food to go around, their nutritional needs are not met and their 
choices are not always the best.

The purpose of the Summer Food Program is to provide a balanced 
meal regardless of race, color, sex, disability, age national origin or 
 income during summer vacation when school breakfasts and lunches are 
not available.

Applications or eligibility are not required. Summer Camp registra-
tion is NOT a requirement. Summer Food Program sites are located at 
schools and other locations in the community to provide meals to all 
children in the surrounding area, in addition to those enrolled in summer 
school. Any child age 18 and under can visit a participating site to eat a 
free lunch and/or afternoon snack.

The Summer Food Service Program for Children is federally funded 
and operated by the Hillsborough County Family and Aging Services 
Department. The United State Department of Agriculture is an equal 
 opportunity provider and employer. Any person who believes he or she 
has been discriminated against in any USDA-related activity should 
write or call immediately to:

USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 • (866) 632-9992 (voice or TDD) 
(800) 845-6136 (Spanish) • (800) 877-8339 (Federal Relay Service).

 If any site is interested in serving as a host site, call (813) 272-5220, 
ext. 357. A list of approved sites is attached or can be found under the 
Summer Food Program Link at www.hillsboroughcounty.org/hss.

 For more information, call Summer Food Program for Children at 
(813) 272-5220, ext 357.

Coast Guard Auxiliary Public 
Education Courses will be held at 
 Century 21  Beggins Enterprises 
6542 N. U.S. Hwy. 41, Apollo 
Beach.
Courses and Dates:

1) About Boating Safely -- This 
8-hour beginner boating class will 
give the student the knowledge 
needed to obtain a boat license or 
safety  certification in many states. 
Many boat insurance companies 
will offer discounts on boating in-
surance to boaters who successful-
ly complete About Boating Safely. 
Cost is $40 per student.

Classes will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 20.

2) The U.S. 
Coast Guard 
 A u x i l i a r y ’ s 
Weekend Navi-
gator Course 
is a compre-
hensive course 
 designed for 
both experienced and novice 
power boat and sailboat operators.

The course is divided into two 
major parts designed to educate 
the boating enthusiast in skills 
 required for a safe voyage on a 
 variety of waters and boating con-
ditions.

Each class is two (2) consecutive 
Saturdays. Students must pre-reg-
ister with Guy Mandigo at (813) 
641-2488 or mandigo@earthlink.
net. Cost is $70 per student.

 Classes will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 6 and 
Aug. 13. 

Boating safety 
courses offered

Free boat safety 
inspections are 
available

Every Saturday the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, Flotilla 75 Ruskin 
provides free, no-obligation vessel 
safety inspections for recreational 
boaters.

These safety inspections take 
about 15 minutes and are available 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Sim-
mons Park in Ruskin on the first 
and third Saturday of the month; 
and at Williams Park in Gibsonton 
on the second and fourth Saturday, 
also from 10 a.m. to noon.

For more information, call (813) 
645-6984. 

Display your work
The John Crawford Advisory 

Board is looking for artists (paint-
ing or drawing) to display their 
work in the Crawford Gallery at 
SouthShore Regional Library.  

Applications are available for 
juried shows during the months of 
March and April; or May and June; 
or Nov. and Dec. 2012.

Applications may be picked up 
at the Information Desk at South-
Shore Regional Library. Appli-
cations are due Oct. 8. For more 
information, call Laurie Burhop at 
(813) 273-3652.
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America’s
Carwash

America’s
Oil Express

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RAIN CHECK: Bring in your receipt for any full 
service wash within 48 hours and receive an 

Express Wash for $1.00 (on same vehicle)

ANY FULL 
SERVICE 

WASH ONLY
With this coupon only. 

Not valid with other 
specials or discounts. 

$1.50 extra for vans and 
SUVs. 8/15/11

EXPRESS 
HAND WAX

Most vehicles. With this 
coupon only. Not valid 
with other specials or 
discounts. Additional 
charge for oversize 

vehicles. 8/15/11

FULL SERVICE OIL 
CHANGE

$6 OFF REG. PRICE OF $29.95
• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 9/15/11

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

Reg. Price $109.00 to $139.95
OEM SPEC FLUID

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 9/15/11

$2 OFF $3995 $2395
$2000 Off

GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301
No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

We can 
service 

nearly any 
car!

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

Now Featuring:
API SN-ILSAC 

GF-5 Oils!

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Anne Catholic Church

106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin • 813-645-1714

Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.

FOOD!
FUN!

Early Birds
6:30 p.m.

••••
Regular Games

7:00 p.m.

LOWEST WEEKLY RATE $280+tax

with Microwave, Refrigerator, HBO and Free Wi-Fi

813-634-3331Ask for Conference Hall/Meeting Room
809 N. Pebble Beach Blvd. • Sun City Center, FL 33573
2 miles east of I-75, exit 240A, behind Walgreens

Prices good thru 9/30/11

Why us?
• Experience
• Reputation
• Dependability

Call or a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
1544 27th Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.BratesAluminum.com

Brate Built Construction Inc.
Certified Buiding Contractor Lic. #CBC1250631

• SUNROOMS
• SCREEN ROOMS

CASH
DISCOUNTS!

NO MONEY 
DOWN!!

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

A surplus of nattering nabobs
On September 11, 1970, Vice 

President Spiro Agnew uttered a 
famous phrase written for him by 
William Safire:  “Nattering nabobs 
of negativism.”  At the time, he was 
referring to the Democratic 
Party. Whether he was 
accurate or not depends 
on your perspective, but 
that view has widened 
considerably over the past 
four decades. Nattering 
Nabobs of Negativism has 
gone bipartisan.

I was honored and 
proud to be an employee 
of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 2009 until 
earlier this year. I couldn’t see 
how anyone could help but to be 
proud when walking down the 
hallowed hallways of the House 
office buildings, seeing the Capitol 
and the memorials just across the 
street. Given the distinguished 
history of this great nation, how 
could anyone not give their best 
for their constituents and their 
country in such a setting?  At the 
time, I felt that surely everyone 
was struck by the presence of the 
same ghosts of our forefathers who 
I felt visited me. While the people 
in Washington didn’t always see 
eye to eye on issues, I was certain 
that no matter what, their eyes were 
always focused on the objectives 

that they felt were in the best 
interests of the nation.

Now, as I watch the debacle over 
the debt ceiling unfold, I am no 
longer certain about that. It seems 

that people on both 
sides of the aisle are 
putting their respective 
parties before the 
United States of 
America. I wonder 
if the protocol that 
I so respected while 
working for the House 
somehow contributes 
to what appears to be a 
tragic comedy of Nero 

fiddling while Rome burns. While 
our elected officials revel in their 
titles of “President,”  “Speaker,” 
“Senator,” “Congressman” and 
even “Commissioner,” have they 
forgotten about the fact that they 
were elected as common men and 
women to represent all of us?

Credit rating agencies have 
already threatened to downgrade 
the stellar AAA rating of American 
debt if the debt ceiling is not raised. 
Should that happen, the cost of the 
enormous debt we as taxpayers 
carry will increase — and that 
would happen for no good reason 
other than party politics, where one 
side wants to win all over the other 
side.

Keep in mind that we are NOT 

From my perspective, our nation’s capitol is becoming less a hal-
lowed ground of honorable representatives with this great nation’s 
history on their shoulders and more a city filled with nattering na-
bobs of negativism.

Mitch traphagen photo

talking about new government 
expenditures here; we are talking 
about keeping our obligations to pay 
for things that are already approved 
by both parties and already charged 
to the nation’s gigantic credit card. 
Both parties have already said “yes” 
to the money that has been spent, 
but now that the bill has arrived, 
they are fighting over actually 
paying it. So much for Americans 
keeping their word. 

Confidence is everything in 
America. Consumer and government 
spending on health care accounts 
for nearly 70 percent of the nation’s 
economy. If consumer confidence 
wanes, so does spending and the 
economy, as painfully illustrated 
by the Great Recession, the effects 
of which linger on in places like 
Florida even today. Watching this 
latest political sideshow play out 
has certainly done nothing for 
consumer confidence. 

And then, of course, there is world 
confidence in the United States. 
Yes, it does matter to all of us.  

I know there are plenty of people 
out there who will say that there 
really will be no default, that if 
enough entitlement programs are 
gutted the U.S. government revenue 
is enough to meet the government’s 
obligations. But that’s not true when 
you look at the big picture. The big 
picture includes some really big 

printing presses from which the 
dollars in your wallet emerge. The 
U.S. can run those presses night 
and day, printing more and more 
money because the world believes 
the United States is a stable and 
honest leader. As long as the world 
believes in America, they’ll keep 
taking our money and investing in 
our nation. As long as that belief 
continues, the United States will 
never go broke. We can’t — we 
produce money. The fact that we 
can run those presses 24/7 means 
that, as a society, we get to live 
indoors; drive cars on paved roads; 
have nice television sets, iPods and 
computers; and have world-class 
law enforcement officers and first 
responders. However, once that 
belief stops, or is even eroded a 
little bit, the game changes and 
those presses would have to be shut 
down — the only thing they’d be 
printing is Monopoly money. The 
politicizing of and the theatrics 
involved in the debate over the debt 
ceiling makes the world lose faith 
in us — and deservedly so because 
it is becoming clear that we’ve 
already lost faith in ourselves.

The deadline for the debt ceiling 
decision, set by the Treasury 

Secretary, is approaching like a 
slow-motion train wreck. Perhaps, 
hopefully, by the time you read 
this a compromise will have been 
reached with a clear and definitive 
resolution on the horizon. But 
even so, there has been damage 
done. Certainly, the world is seeing 
America as less a shining and stable 
beacon on the hill and more an 
angry nation of bewildering people 
who bicker and point fingers while 
their economy rushes towards the 
edge of a cliff.

It is more than metaphoric. 
Just last weekend 4,000 FAA 
employees were furloughed 
because Congress could not get its 
act together to continue funding for 
the agency, something that up until 
now Congress has managed to do 
without dispute for more than a 
decade. And that Congress could 
not get their act together doesn’t 
just affect the FAA employees, it 
also hits government revenue as 
airline taxes won’t be collected 
until a reauthorization bill passes. 
While that may appear to be good 
news if you are a passenger, it isn’t 
— most airlines quickly raised their 
fares to pick up some easy profit 
from the unexpected tax holiday. 
The bottom line is that the already 
in-debt government is the big loser, 
which, of course, translates to the 
American taxpayers.

It doesn’t matter if you are a 
Democrat or a Republican. It doesn’t 
matter if you are for or against 
entitlements such as Medicare and 
Social Security. That’s not what 
this argument is about. America 
should be a nation that keeps its 
word. We should be good for our 
debts. The debate over the debt 
ceiling is a little like kidnapping 
your neighbor’s wife and holding 
her at gunpoint because his dog 
barks and keeps you up at night. 
Yes, that might be an effective 
resolution to the problem, but the 
cost of handling it that way would 
be extremely high. 

One of the primary responsibilities 
of Congress is to manage the 
nation’s money. Everyone with a 
lick of common sense knows that 
this country can’t continue to pile 
up debt as it has, nor can it continue 
to print money full time. But that’s 
what the budget is for and Congress 
needs to address that reality in the 
proper place. It’s time they stop 
playing politics and do their job 
as best they can for the American 
people, without the games, drama, 
posturing and theatrics. From my 
perspective, our nation’s capitol is 
becoming less a hallowed ground 
of honorable representatives 
shouldering the weight of great 
history and more a place filled with 
nattering nabobs of negativism. 
That needs to stop now.

Yes, our nation is facing 
monumental problems but I still 
believe in America and in the 
unlimited potential of my fellow 
Americans.  It’s time our elected 
officials show some faith as well.
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FREE
Melanoma / Skin Cancer
SCREENING
Don’t ignore that suspicious mole any longer....
Getting screened could save your life!!

The Skin Cancer Centers
Dermatology Associates
Michael G. Caruso, M.D. • Howard A. Oriba, M.D. • Leslee Baute, P.A.-C

Call for an appointment 813-634-1455

NOW OFFERING:
• Botox

• Juvederm
• Latisse

• Photo-Dynamic Therapy

Riverview Flea Market
34,000 sq. ft.

Air Conditioned
Accepting New Vendors

Low Monthly & Daily Rates

7415 Hwy. 301 S.
Riverview, FL 33578

813-671-9315
Hours:

Wed. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

BOOTH
SPECIAL

1/2 OFF
First 

Month’s 
Rent

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: A cat’s whiskers are 2 to 3 times thicker 
than other hairs, and taper to a fine, flexible tip. The 
tip of the whisker contains a sensory organ called a 
proprioceptor, which sends a message to your cat in 
response to stimuli.
Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

Amber habitually settles under 
the key boards or the piano during 
lessons. In this position, she listens 
uncritically throughout the lesson, 
raising neither her voice nor a paw 
if a wrong note is struck, offering 
encouraging companionship to 
those trying to acquire a new skill. 

Frequently complimented for her 
intelligence, her soft sleek tri-color 
coat and her willingness to humor 
humans, Amber also is a hit, Steve 
points out, with people who do no 
business at Music Avenue. One of 
her admirers is a gentleman who 
brings his wife to a nearby beauty 
salon every week and then drops 
into the store to spend the wait time 
visiting with the friendly Beagle 
who never tires of the attention. 

Down the walkway a few doors, 
there’s another canine on the job – 
an assertive if tiny handful named 
Diamond, about eight years old. 
No more than five pounds after 
a full meal, Diamond has been 
“door dog” at Cypress Vac and 
Sew for two years. She shares her 
life – and zest for life – with Sherri 
Huffman, store manager. She also 
monitors the shop door like a cat 
watching a bird, Huffman notes, 
‘but never tries to go through 
it.” The predominately Shih Tzu 
miniature, through whose veins 
also may course the blood of the 
imperial Japanese or Chinese Chins, 
captured Huffman’s attention when 
she visited C.A.R.E., the South 
County’s no-kill shelter, after 
losing a beloved pet. “She needed 
attention,” Huffman recalls, she 
was noticeably underweight; 
looked as though she’d not had 
much concern directed her way. 
And, she had not been in the shelter 
long enough to recover. Huffman 
saw “a diamond in the rough.” She 
initiated the adoption and took 
home her three-pound, black and 
white handful. 

“Handful” in Diamond’s case, 
Huffman indicates, refers to both 
her small size physically and her 
outsized personality. Diamond 
today rules both her store and 
home roosts, Huffman allows. 
“She’s very territorial,” adds her 
admiring human. Gaining back 
two pounds, taking her to her 
natural healthy weight, not only 
added size, it added spirit. 

Playful, consistently pleased 
with toys, Diamond regularly 
receives gifts from store customers 
and visitors, Huffman says, adding 
“it may be Christmas, it may 
be no occasion at all.” What’s 
more, Diamond is spoken to in 
different languages, - French, 
Spanish, English - “but always 
interprets the words as loving.” 
Her capability, her contribution to 
her workplace, Huffman indicates, 
is that she’s simply irresistible and 
irrepressible. 

Those probably are not terms 

often used to describe Rosie, the 
English Bulldog, intrepid greeter 
at Confidential Accounting in 
Ruskin. But Rosie’s pugnacious 
appearance actually camouflages a 
big heart and a sunny personality. 

In fact, Rosie, at five years, is 
a sun lover extraordinaire. Her 
post, as she sees it, is immediately 
inside the exterior glass door to 
the accounting firm’s offices, 
according to Teddi Aberle owner 
of the practice that serves small 
businesses and Rosie’s human 
parent. Here she will rest in a pool 
of sunlight until the door rattles her 
to duty and she rouses to welcome 
clients, new and old. 

Aberle, an English bulldog fan, 
purchased Rosie from a breeder. 
The pup had been labeled “runt 
of the litter,” she remembers, 
and to this day, at 35 pounds, is 
considerably lighter than most 
mature members of 
her breed. No 
matter, with 
her smooth 
fawn coat 
and her 
aggressively 
i n q u i s i t i v e 
expression, she 
is an office 
dog to be 
reckoned 
with. 

It’s that expression that got her 
the moniker. “Remember Rosie 
the riveter from the World War II 
posters; the female in a jumpsuit, 
ready to do her part for the war 
effort?” Aberle asks rhetorically. 
Rosie, she adds, naturally looks 
ready to go to war. She even wears 
a neck scarf. 

If Rosie does battle, though, it’s 
with her toys and treats. Like all of 
South County’s working dogs, she 
has the run of her office, checking 
on staff working in their private 
spaces, escorting clients to the 
appropriate specialist, sometimes 
even performing a trick or two on 
command. She will happily pounce 
on a rag bone in a faux example of 
capture or catch in mid-air a tossed 
tasty morsel with the help of her 
jutting lower jaw. Among her very 
favorites are those strips that look 
and smell like old bacon.

At home, Rosie 
is the last child 
in the household 
of Aberle and her 
husband. There are 
six grown children, 

all launched, so 
Rosie now is 

the young’un 
to be raised, 
A b e r l e 
a d m i t s 
a mite 
ruefully. 
T h e r e 
n e v e r 

A dog’s life
Continued from page 3 ■

are any disputes over the 
vegetables, however. “Rosie loves 
her raw carrots and cauliflower 
and cucumbers,” the accountant 
adds. Maybe she gets that they 
keep a bulldog fit for her work at 
the office. 

While neither Liam nor Diamond, 
Amber nor Rosie are trained for 
the show ring, each is special. 
Liam, says Ivey, “has touched a 

“Oh yeah!  My nose tells me we’ve met before.  So, what can I do 
for ya?”

melody jameson photos

Liam, the Great Pyrenees of Aston Gardens Assisted Living Facility 
had been roaming the streets of Bradenton when he was picked up 
by Manatee County’s animal services personnel and was spotted 
there by humane society staff on the lookout for likely pets.

lot of lives” and Huffman calls 
Diamond “the best dog in the 
world.” Downies think of Amber 
as “a real asset” who “has changed 
our lives although we would not 
have believed it before” and Aberle 
asserts Rosie spreads “lots of love 
and joy.” 

Such, too, are gifts South County 
canines bring to their jobs. 
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson
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Apollo Beach bank closed by FDIC

Mitch traphagen photo

Apollo Beach-based SouthShore Community Bank was closed by 
the FDIC on Friday.  On Saturday, it reopened under the ownership 
of American Momentum Bank of Tampa.

Sun City Center

Permanent Makeup
~ Eyebrows, Liner and Lips ~

813-562-7485

By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
APOLLO BEACH - Regulators 

from the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (FDIC) closed 
the SouthShore Community Bank 
on Friday. On Saturday, the bank 
branches in Apollo Beach and Sun 
City Center reopened under the own-
ership of Tampa-based American 
Momentum Bank. Also on Friday, 
the FDIC closed LandMark Bank 
of Florida in Sarasota. American 
Momentum Bank agreed to assume 
the deposits and purchase the assets 
of that bank as well. The FDIC does 
not give advance notice when a bank 
is taken into receivership.

SouthShore Community Bank had 
total assets of approximately $46.3 
million and about $45.3 million in 
deposits. According to the FDIC, 
all deposit accounts have been 
transferred to American Momen-
tum Bank and are available imme-
diately. For those who already have 
accounts with American Momentum 
Bank, the transferred accounts will 
be fully insured separately for a pe-
riod of six months after the closing 
of SouthShore Community Bank. 
All ATM machines remain available 

and any checks that did not clear 
before the closure of SouthShore 
Community Bank will be honored as 
long as there are sufficient funds in 
the account. Loan payments should 
continue to be made as usual, and 
the terms of loans will not change. 
On interest bearing accounts, inter-
est accrued through July 22 will be 
paid at the same rate, but American 

Momentum Bank is reviewing rates 
and will notify customers of any 
changes.

Nationally, the failure of South-
Shore Community Bank is the 57th 
FDIC-insured bank failure this year 
and the 9th in Florida. The FDIC has 
estimated the cost of the failure to 
the Deposit Insurance Fund will be 
$8.3 million.

Check out The Observer News online at
www.ObserverNews.net

Mentors sought at HCC for non-credit courses
Do you have a yen to share your 

special knowledge about a subject 
dear to your heart? 

The Continuing Education Divi-
sion of Hillsborough Community 
 College/SouthShore in Ruskin is 
looking for part-time paid instruc-

tors in the following subject areas:
1. The Travel Tutor
2. Alternative Medicine Today
3. Social Media and Privacy Issues
4. Navigating Today’s Big Govern-
ment
5. Nutrition & Cooking For One

6. Guardianship for the Lay Person
7. Comparative Religions
8. Selling On E-Bay & Craig’s List

In the Continuing Ed Division 
the emphasis is on lifelong learn-
ing, where both the students and 
the teacher create an atmosphere of 
mutual enjoyment. The classes are 
not age restricted and there are no 
exams, credits or grades. Some ex-
perience as a mentor or teacher in 
your chosen subject is preferred.

To learn more about this oppor-
tunity call Brian England, HCC, at 
(813) 259-6528.

CLIP & SAVE

RSVP
2 days prior
to event to...

101 Trinity Lakes Dr. • Sun City Center, FL • SunTowersRetirement.com

Assisted Living 
Facility License 

#4991813-634-3347813-634-3347

UPCOMING AUGUST EVENTS
Tues., Aug. 2 • 2:30-4:00 pm • Congestive Heart Failure “CHF” 
 Support Group. Shayne Kull, MSR, from Hometown Homecare introduces you 
to cutting edge resources. Exclusively for those living with heart failure and their 
families and caregivers.

Wed., Aug. 3 • NOW EVERY WEDNESDAY! 10:00-11:00 am •  Therapeutic 
Tai Chi open to the public!  Our therapists have advanced training in thera
peutic Tai Chi for Seniors and will provide guidance in this healthy exercise. This 
class offered EVERY Wednesday due to increased demand. Number of guests 
 limited, so please RSVP as soon as possible!

Tues., Aug. 9 • 2:30-4:00 pm • COPD Support Group. Joy Barlaan, 
ARNP and Jan Whitaker, LPN from Ace Homecare have over 50 combined years 

of experience and will be your facilitators. Your available resources 
are endless!

Wed., Aug. 10 • 1:30-2:30 pm • Old Fashioned Ice Cream 
Social with music from the 50s performed by Eddie Fisher. Join us for 

this cool summer time event!

Thurs., Aug 11 • 10:00-11:00 am •  Alicia C. Garner PT, PMDB 
 presents “Stop Incontinence!” This informative session is for you or 
someone you love who suffers from urinary or bowel incontinence. You 

will be surprised at the results available to you without medications or surgery. 
Don’t miss this  opportunity for answers!

Thurs., Aug. 11 • 2:30-4:00 pm • Edmond Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI 
mental health professional facilitates this support group for those suffering 
from depression, loss or grief or are the caregiver of someone facing those  issues. 
Supported by: South Shore Coalition on Mental Health & Aging & The United 
Methodist Church of Sun City Center.

Tues., Aug. 16 • 2:30-3:30 pm • Join Katie Colwell Williams, MA, CMC 
from Aging Care Advocates for our  Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver 
 Support Group. The needed resources are endless!

Wed., Aug. 17 • 2:30-4:00 pm • Parkinson’s Support Group.  Marcia 
A.  McCall, M.T.S, retired Coordinator of Research Department of Neurology 
 College of Medicine USF and coauthor of 100 Questions and Answers about 
Parkinson’s will be here for our Parkinson’s support group.
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Indulge Yourself

Ruskin Location

Accessories Boutique

We just got back from market....you are 
going to love our new gifts, pictures, 
kitchen gadgets and gourmet items.

Ladies’ Specialty 
Boutique & Gifts:
• Kameleon Jewelry
• Stephanie Dawn Fabric 
   Handbags & more
• Tyler Candles
• Avanti Cards
• Viva Beads
• KSAR Jewelry

50% Off Selected apparel, Jewelry, 
Handbags & Accessories

Buy 1 reg. price 
Miche shell, 

get 2 shells at 
50% off*

*Shell sizes can be mixed. Full price charged on highest price shell

Ask about our LUCKY LADY DISCOUNT CLUB!

301 S. Hwy. 41 • Ruskin • (813) 645-1964
(2 blocks north of S.R. 674, next to Ruskin Chamber of Commerce)

www.Facebook.com/LadyChameleonBoutique
www.LadyChameleonAccessories.com

Formerly
Southern Grace

One Bag, Endless Possibilities™

Your local pharmacy 
specializing in 

Prescription Drugs

Pebble Bch.

S.R. 674 Walgreen’s

CVS

I-75 301

Try our new

EZY DOSE PAC SYSTEM
Our Pharmacist will organize 
your meds in a weekly pack 

for FREE!

We Match or Beat Any Competitor’s Price
PersonAl serviCe

Free HoMe DeliverY
139 s. Pebble Beach Blvd.
suite 103, sun City Center
813-633-8222

NOW
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As seen in
Southern Living

Pretty Clothes
Bargain Prices!

No Appointment Necessary
No Limit on Items

6410 Hwy. 41 N • Apollo Beach (Publix Shoppes of Apollo Beach)

641-8444

Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Friday

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Thursday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;

Sunday 1 to 4 p.m.

BOGGS
Jewelry

Since 1923

813-634-7899
4845 Sun City Center Blvd.

(corner of SCC Blvd. & Hwy. 301)

GOLF CART 
ACCESSIBLE
boggsjewelry.com

FREE
Jewelry Cleaning and 

Inspection
(While you wait)

Family Owned 
& Operated

Large selection of 
Howard Miller Clocks AND 
Rhythm Animated Clocks

• Sales • Diamonds • Chains
• Railroad Watch Inspector
• We Do Repairs on Antique 

and ModernWatches
• Appraisals for Insurance 

Purposes
• Rings • Watches • Clocks
• Complete Repair Service

...you deserve it!

Indulge in the Riches of 
Gold and Silver at

5916 Fortune Plaza  •  Apollo Beach, FL 33572

WE BUY 
GOLD, 
SILVER

& 

COINS

Wide
Variety of

Gold & Silver 
Coins For
Investing

BUY ~ SELL ~ ESTIMATES ~ APPRAISALS

813-938-1104 • 727-543-9247
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

and by appointment

www.coinsandgold.net • abccoin@live.com

Coins, Unwanted Jewelry

We Pay 
Top $$

The Perfect Piece
Used Quality Furniture & Accessories

2406 College Ave. • Ruskin • 813-645-1800
Stop by...you’ll be pleasantly surprised!

WE BUY & SELL

$10 Off
Present 

this ad for
$10

$10

any purchase of 
$50 or more!
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Indulge Yourself
Say Hello to Something New and Exciting!
Shellac, Gelish, Bio-Gel*

• 3 Weeks of Wear
• Zero Dry Time
• No Nicks, Chips, Smudges
• Off in Minutes
• Choose from Nearly 70 

Colors

“Not Your Mother’s Nail Professional”

*Call for pricing & details 
on Bio-Gel

Shellac 
or Gelish

$28

“Angel Nails” by Elena
813-295-1936

Ditch Your Acrylic and Hard Gel and Use 
More Healthy Products

at SUE’S SALON • 1647 SCC Plaza, SCC
813-634-7022

912 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin • (813) 649-9434
Directly across from Sweetbay

Stop by — you’ll be 
glad you did!

Village Shoppes • 431 19th Street NE 
Ruskin, FL 33570 • 813-293-2442  

Booth open Fri., Sat. & Sun. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Buy 2 Strands of Beads,
Get 3rd Strand

of equal or lesser value

FREE

• Swarovski • Bali Silver
• Semi-Precious Beads & Stones 

• S/S & 14/20 GF Beads • Findings & Wire
• Large Selection of Tools

CLASSES: Join us for • Wire Wrap Jewelry
• Silversmithing Jewelry

MAKING Cold Connections Call or stop by for details

Bead Connection

Register for our monthly drawing of a
$25 Gift Certificate

Drawing held last Sunday of each month

Ask About 
Our 

Monthly 
Specials!

We accept
Michael’s
coupons!
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We Service All Brands!

www.EASYAC.net

* W.A.C. Some restrictions apply.
LIC. #CACO 58774 BONDED INSURED

Pinellas/ Pasco
727-447-6933

Polk
863-686-8528

Hillsborough
813-COLD-AIR

2 6 5 - 3 2 4 7

Manatee
941-365-5862

Sun City/Ruskin
Apollo Beach

813-635-0440

CALL NOW! WE’RE OPEN 24/7

*5 YR GUARANTEE
ON RESIDENTIAL REPAIRS & REJUVENATION TUNE UPS

TOTAL SYSTEM 
REJUVENATION 

TUNE-UP
*$7995

A $149.95 
VALUE

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS
If your system Fails for any reason after Easy A/C performs our 
Total System Rejuvenation Tune-Up or any Repair Completed by 

Easy A/C we will come back for FREE FOR 5 WHOLE YEARS!

Don’t let another A/C 
company talk you into 

buying a new system or 
a high repair. Talk to the 
pros at Easy A/C first!

WE CAN FIX 
ALMOST 
ANY A/C!

In today’s economy replacement 
should be the last option. We will 
credit your repair cost towards 

replacement if system fails after 
we fix it. Call for Details!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 AM to 5 PM

EXCEPT SUNDAY
NOON to 5 PM

2020 CLUBHOUSE DR.
SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573

(813) 642-1500View Thousands of Florida Listings at
www.PrudentialFloridaRealty.com

KINGS POINT KINGS POINT KINGS POINT

SUN CITY CENTER

FLORIDA REALTY

©2008. An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. Prudential is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing Opportunity

FLORIDA  HOME & GENERAL LINES INSURANCE“FLORIDA  TITLE & SETTLEMENT”“FLORIDA  HOME FINANCE GROUP”
as affiliate of WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE

202 BEDFORD ST C-63 ...........$17,000

408 FLANBOROUGH TRL #A .. $20,000

301 ANDOVER S PL #187 ........ $24,500

201 BEDFORD ST D73............. $24,900

1811 BEDFORD LANE G158 ... $29,900

2243 GRENADIER DR.............. $31,400

1902 DANDRIDGE ST #D-3 ..... $32,900

1902 DANDRIDGE ST #D-6 ..... $34,900

401 DE GRASSE PL #9............. $41,500

2230 GREENWICH DR............. $42,000

2201 CANTERBURY LN ........... $49,900

204 GLENELLEN PL ................ $53,000

1809 FOXHUNT DR #A ............ $58,900

2009 HALIDOM WAY................ $58,900

1812 FOXHUNT DR ................. $59,900

2515 LAMBDIN DR .................. $67,900

2106 HOLYHEAD WAY............. $68,900

2501 LARKIN DR...................... $69,900

317 KNOTTWOOD DR............. $69,900

761 TREMONT GRNS .............. $75,000

2008 NANTUCKET DR............. $79,500

2414 NANTUCKET FIELD ....... $83,000

2223 IVAN CT .......................... $84,500

1412 INGRAM .......................... $86,000

2324 OLIVE BRANCH .............. $89,900

2408 OLD NATUCKET CT......  $94,000

501 PRINCETON GRNS ........... $99,000

2024 INVERNESS GRNS........... $99,499

1104 MCDANIEL ST .............. $105,000

801 MANCHESTER WDS ....... $109,900

2022 INVERNESS GRNS......... $113,900

2066 INVERNESS GRNS......... $138,500

2423 SIFIELD GRNS WAY......$145,000

2337 BROOKFLD GRNS.........$145,000

2122 WORTHINGTON ...........$149,000

2016 GRANTHAM GRN..........$199,900

2289 SIFIELD GRNS ..............$239,500

OTHER AREAS

406 INDIAN MEADOW, 
WIMAUMA...................................$89,000

401 INDIAN MEADOW, 
WIMAUMA.................................$159,000

VACANT LAND

3302 RIVER ESTATES................$135,900

  

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

832 OAKMONT AVE................ $49,900

1712 ATRIUM DR.................... $70,000

1741 ATRIUM DR.................... $79,900

316 FAIRSIDE CT.................... $89,800

404 S. PEBBLE BEACH ........... $95,000

1908 N. PEBBLE BEACH ...... $112,900

605 LA JOLLA AVE .............. $125,000

1802 ADREAN PL.................. $209,000

1053 EMERALD DUNES........ $210,000

2025 S. PEBBLE BEACH ....... $249,000
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Support your local businesses and save!!
Annette’s
Beauty
Salon

Full Service Salon
Corner Hwy. 301 &

S.R. 674 • Suite #108
(next to Copper Penny) 

• Golf Cart Accessible • 
HOURS:

Tues.-Sat. • 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

634-5422

• Color
   Specialist
• Specializing 
   in Foiling
   Hi-Lites
• Nail Tech

50% OFF
Shampoo, Cut
& Blow Dry

Exp. 8/31/11 • One coupon per customer 
(First time customers)

Cannot be combined with any other coupon

Hablamos Español

Men’s Cut
only $10

(First time customers) • Exp. 8/31/11
Cannot be combined with any other coupon

Welcome Maria
to our staff!

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING
• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work 

• Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist 

• Complete Engine Diagnostic

$99

Most Cars & Light Trucks
$2495

OIL CHANGE

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

$7670 $8060

Plus Parts • Most Cars & Light Trucks

$7280
4 Cyl. 6 Cyl. 8 Cyl.

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Se Habla Español

 • Apollo Beach 
 • Sun City Center

• Ruskin

Free Towing
to shop
if major
 repairs

are made

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653

2212 E. College Ave.
(S.R. 674) • Ruskin

Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Includes: Labor and Turn Rotors
Most Cars &  Light Trucks

Per Axle + Pads

BRAKE SPECIAL

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Shell Point Rd.

SR 674 To Sun City Center
➔

N

• Same Dealer 
Services

• Lower Prices
• Better Care

Servicing
SCC, Ruskin &
Apollo Beach

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-2

616 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin

813-645-4632
www.totalautomotiveservices.com

Oil Change
$1999

Expires 8/10/11

5 qts. 10w30,
5w30 or 5w20 Oil

Special filters not included

$100 off
Transmission 

Rebuild Service

10% 
OFF*

*100 sq. ft. or more
Dave’s Window Tinting

Expires 8/31/11

BEAT THE HEAT!!

DAVE’S
WINDOW TINTING

Block the Sun...
Not the View

• Lower Energy Bills
• Reduce Heat

• Reduce Fading
• Stop Glare

Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 20 years experience

294-8468
www.davestinting.com

Lower your electric bill! 
Up to 25%!

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

 MAGGIE BUNNY
Bunny is a female orange and 

white domestic shorthair mix. She 
is a real beauty! When entering the 
room, she will lock eyes with you 
to ensure that you come her way. 
She loves her chin scratched and 
will roll on her side for a belly rub. 
Please check her out so she can 
hop to her forever home ASAP. 
Bunny is spayed, microchipped, 
and current on her shots. DOB: 
Sept. 1, 2009.

Maggie is an adorable Jack 
Russell/Shih Tzu mix. She was 
brought to the shelter with her 
sister Jo Jo when her owner could 
no longer care for them. Maggie 
is smart, active, and enjoys the 
company of people. She has also 
been socialized with cats and other 
dogs. Maggie’s owner was heart-
broken that she had to leave them 
behind. She said they were won-
derful family members. She is 
desperate to know that Maggie has 
found a forever home. Maggie is 
spayed, housebroken, and current 
on her shots. DOB: July ‘06.

Community Foundation of Greater Sun 
City Center donates to Elmira’s Wildlife 
Sanctuary

This spring, the Community 
Foundation of Sun City  Center 
donated a walk-in freezer to 
 Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary. The 
new freezer allows the sanctuary 
staff to accept large food dona-
tions and purchase meat and other 
perishables in bulk, reducing their 
feeding costs and saving them a 
great deal of time, not to mention 
electricity.

The William and Dorothy Bruse 
fund supplied the funds for the 
project and the freezer was pur-
chased from and installed by 
Raynor Refrigeration of Sarasota. 
The volunteers and animals at 
Elmira’s are very grateful for this 
donation.

Elmira’s Wildlife Sanctuary is 
open for tours at 11 a.m. and 12 
noon on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of the month.

For more information, visit their 
website at www.elmiraswildlife.
org.

Hillsborough 
County lists lost 
pets on line

Pibbles to the Rescue, Lutz and 
SouthEast Beagle Rescue, Inc., 
Tampa, have joined other animal 
welfare organizations in the area 
that list homeless pets on Petfinder.
com, the oldest and largest database 
of adoptable animals on the Internet. 
The site currently has more than 
324,700 homeless pets listed, and it 
is updated continuously.

More than 13,500 animal welfare 
organizations in the U.S., Canada, 
and other countries post their pets 
on the site. Pibbles to the Rescue 
pets may be viewed at http://www.
petfinder.com. A potential adopter 
enters search criteria for the kind 
of pet he or she wants, and a list 
is returned that ranks the pets in 
proximity to the zip code entered. 
Adoptions are handled by the ani-
mal placement group where the 
pet is housed, and each group has 
its own policies.

Petfinder.com was created in 
early 1996 as a grassroots project 
by Jared and Betsy Saul to end the 
euthanasia of adoptable pets. Since 
its inception, the site has facilitated 
approximately 20 million adop-
tions, making it the most life-saving 
initiative in animal welfare. 

Sponsors include The Animal 
Rescue Site, BISSELL Homecare, 
Inc., a manufacturer of home 
cleaning and floor care products, 
PETCO, a national pet supply 
retailer that sponsors in-store adop-
tions and provides coupon books 
for new adopters, and PetFirst 
Healthcare pet insurance.

The Observer News 

CARRIER OF THE WEEK

Graciella Guerra is a mother, grandmother and health care worker, 
and she also has delivered The Observer News for five years in the 
Ruskin area. She does a marvelous job and we’re glad she’s on 
our team! Thanks Graciella.

Learn about 
vegetarianism

Check out this free event at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 6 at Southshore 
Regional Library, 15816 Beth 
Shields Way, Ruskin.

Learn about vegetarianism and 
the many health benefits associated 
with it. View a raw food cooking 
demonstration. Literature, snacks, 
and beverages will be provided. 

For more information, contact 
Denise Anderson at (941) 284-4612  
or email SilverbackPeaceGroup@
gmail.com.

O Tannenbaum
Ruskin Elementary School PTA 

will be hosting its annual multi-
cultural Festival of Trees on Dec. 
3. If your business or organiza-
tion would like to participate, you 
could donate an artificial deco-
rated Christmas tree that will be 
auctioned off, or a themed basket 
for the raffle.

They are also looking for bake 
sale items and entertainers. If you 
are a crafter, you may set up a 
 table and donate a percentage of 
your sales to the Festival.

The money raised will be used 
to help pay for the students’ edu-
cational field trips. If you wish to 
participate or have any questions, 
call Cheryl Jones at 634-8019.



from the book. The next day, the 
students would bring their com-
pleted assignments back to their 
class and would put it in their per-
sonal folder called, “Me and My 
World.” They continued adding 
to their own folder throughout the 
year.

Teachers are aware that many 
children do not know the parts of 
common things around them. If 
they build their vocabulary, they 
will also be building their pool of 
general knowledge both of which 
are necessary for successful read-
ing. One week they learned about 
parts of a door. After drawing 
and labeling the parts of a door 
(hinges, threshold, doorknob, door 
jam, trim), the student and parent 
had to count all the hinges in their 
house. Now, the students know 
what hinges are. They were also 
challenged to find hinges in other 
places like on a pair of glasses. 
Another week, they compared the 
parts of a horse and a cow. Some 
weeks they learned about oppo-
sites. Each week they expanded 
their vocabulary.
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Hey 
Seniors!

Join Us For the 
Best Event of 

the Year!

Presents the 
3 d annual...r

Information 813-653-1988
Directions: 813-633-3500 • www.srmagazine.com

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

FREE

$1000s in 
Prizes & 

Giveaways!

FREE 
PARKING &
ADMISSION

FREE 
BINGO 

Games! 
For Prizes

August 4, 2011
9 am to 2 pm

SUN CITY CENTER
Community Hall, South Campus

1910 Pebble Beach Blvd., So.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Free Health 
Screenings

FREE 
COFFEE & 
 GOODIES

Senior 
Friendly 
Lunch 

Available 

Senior Friendly
Sports Center
        Play & 
         Win!

Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.
603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement 
& Door Inserts

• Sliding Glass 
Doors

• Broken Window 
Repair

• Hurricane Shutters

Trusted by Physicians & Patients Alike

hunting skills to place themselves 
above all of the other applicants 
applying for the same position. 

Most of my students 
knew what their career 
field would be. But 
some were absolutely 
clueless as to what they 
wanted to do when they 
grew up.

This is where I had to 
get creative. By using 
some personality pro-
filing and testing, I 
would often find a pas-

sion in an area the student never 
even thought of. I once had an 
accountant who wanted to change 
her career, but knew she was 
really good at what she had done 
for over 30 years. I asked her what 
she loved and she told me garden-
ing. Within a month, we found her 
a job doing accounts receivable 
at a local floral shop and learning 
how to make arrangements. She’s 
thrilled.

I hope my bartender buddy finds 
a class that sparks her interest. Just 
one course, taught by the right 
instructor, can change a life. In 
the meantime, I have no problem 
if she stays my local bartender, 
pouring my two-for-one drafts on 
a Saturday night. Someone has to 
do it and I tip well.

By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Saturday night, Husband and I 
were out for dinner, chatting with 
one of our favorite bartenders. I 
noted to her she had been 
serving us for several 
years. She responded she 
was thinking about going 
back to school but she had 
no idea what she wanted 
to do. I asked her what she 
was passionate about -- 
what did she enjoy doing? 
I was amazed when she 
couldn’t think of anything. 
We offered ideas and kept 
prodding, but nothing we men-
tioned brought even a flicker of 
interest to her face. Husband and 
I were stunned. We can’t imagine 
what it must be like to not know 
what turns you on in life.

Husband’s father, two brothers 
and son all work in the autobody 
business. He grew up learning the 
trade and it never occurred to him 
to do anything else. Cars are his 
life blood and making them show-
pieces is his mistress. I knew when 
I met him, “she” would always 
come first.

Likewise, I grew up “on the 
stage.” From the age of two, I had 
Grandma’s soup ladle microphone 
in my hand belting out tunes in 
nursery school. I was in every 
community theater and school 
play, and twirled a rifle in the 
marching band. My first job out of 
college was as a weathercaster for 
the local TV station. I’ve had two 
radio shows and written for news-
papers and magazines. I never 
wanted to do anything else. I was 
born a ham and never outgrew it. 
Never wanted to.

One of my favorite songs is from 
the musical “South Pacific.” A 
Tonganese native, Bloody Mary, is 
teaching two young lovers about, 
well, love. In the song, she sings 
“You got to have a dream or how 
you gonna have a dream come 
true?”

Saturday night, I felt truly sorry 
for my bartender buddy. How can 
she have a dream come true if 
she hasn’t anything to dream for? 
Sometimes you have to do some 
serious soul searching to find what 
makes you happy.

I used to coach job seekers. In 
this economy, anyone looking 
for work needs to hone their job 

Adult Program/Event Highlights
July 28 to August 3 

 ‘A Call To All Adult Artists’ for the John Crawford Gallery
Monday, August 1 • All Day

The John Crawford Advisory Board is looking for artists
(painting or drawing) to display their work in the Crawford Gallery 

at SouthShore Regional Library. Applications are available for juried 
shows during the months of March/April, May/June, or

November/December, 2012. Please pick up an application at the
Information Desk at the Library. Applications are due October 8, 2011. 

Questions? Contact Laurie Burhop at 273-3652. 

Mouse and Keyboard*
Monday, August 1 • 2 to 4:15 p.m.

In part one, learn how to grip, move and click the 
 buttons on the mouse. In part two, you will learn the 
keys on the  computer keyboard. This is a  beginner 

level class. Registration in person required no earlier 
than one hour prior to the start of the program. 

eBooks and eReaders*
Tuesday, August 2 • 6 to 7 p.m.

Want to read eBooks? Don’t fret, help is on the way! Demonstration of 
the Overdrive Media Console and Adobe Digital Editions; learn how to 

check out and download eBooks to your PC or eReader.  Registration 
in person required no earlier than one hour prior to the start of the 

 program. Presented by the Tampa Bay Library Consortium. 

SouthShore Needle People*
Wednesday, August 3 • 6:30 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and
experiences about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts.

 Beginners are welcome! Bring a project and ask us questions!

*Free event is provided by 
the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573The family of David Ramirez, a 

second grade student at Wimauma 
Elementary School, is just one of 
the families benefitted by the gen-
erosity of The Interfaith Council of 
Sun City Center. At the beginning 
of this 2010 – 2011 school year, 
each 2nd grade student was given 
two vocabulary building books to 
take home as reference books to 
be used during the school year and 
then to keep. The books were part 
of a project called, “The Family 
Learning Project.” 

 The goal of the project was to 
get parents and their children talk-
ing about things in their own sur-
roundings. Research indicates that 
the quantity and quality of the 
conversation in a home has a huge 
impact on a child’s vocabulary and 
success in reading.

Each Thursday, the students 
would have an assignment that 
they were to do with their parents 
or another adult. To do the assign-
ment they would use one or both 
of the books provided to them and 
a worksheet to fill out or blank 
paper to trace and label an object 

SCC residents help students build vocabulary through 
Family Learning 

When surveyed, 100 percent of 
the students said they liked the 
project. Some of the comments 
about what they liked best about 
the “Family Learning Project” 
were: “I liked all of the project 
because I got to learn more about 
stuff.” “What I liked best was 
working with my mom.” “Yes, 
I liked it. I like learning with my 
family. I thought it was fantastic 
and when my mom helps I feel like 
doing it again.” 

At the end of the project, when 
told to look through their “Me and 
My World” folders and write down 
some things they had learned, the 
teachers were pleased with their 
responses: “I did not know that a 
group of snakes is called a bed. I 
learned that I have a crown at the 
top of my head and a door has a 
threshold. I learned about the palm 
of my hand, hinges of the door, and 
an earlobe on my head. I learned 
about parts of a boat. I like the 
hull. I did not know that a female 
goat is called a nanny.” 

The Interfaith Council of Sun 
City Center was instrumental in 
increasing these students’ vocabu-
lary and pool of general knowledge. 
Because of this grant, each student 
has a folder with worksheets and 
drawings they did each week. This 
folder is evidence of their learning 
and something they can refer to 
later. Also, their homes now have 
two reference books which could 
have a positive impact for years to 
come.

If anyone is interested in finding 
out more about this exciting proj-
ect, call Janet Caruthers,Wimauma 
Elementary School, at (813) 671-
5159.
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Moffett oral Surgery
& Dental IMplant Center

Jeffrey V. Moffett, D.M.D., P.A.

Big Bend Professional Park
13136 Vail Ridge Drive - Riverview, FL 33579

813-677-3331
www.MoffettOralSurgery.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Most Insurance Accepted

Nitrous Oxide and I.V. Sedation Available

EBHS grad snags full U.S. Coast Guard scholarship
By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
APOLLO BEACH — A recent 

East Bay High School graduate has 
snagged one of the highest ranking 
scholarships in the country.

Catherine D. Flocken, now 18, 
known to her family and friends 
as “Cathy,” has earned a full 
scholarship valued at $365,000 
to the United States Coast Guard 
Academy in New London, CT.

The Academy is the smallest of 
the four military academies with 
1,030 cadets. Admission is by a 
national competitive evaluation 
based on a wide variety of factors.

Now in her fifth of a seven-week 
Swab Summer (boot camp) that 
ends following a week’s training on 
the USS Eagle, a 300-foot sailing 
vessel, Cathy plans to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science degree while 
at the academy so she can work 
in government intelligence and 
international affairs.

Cathy has pushed for excellence 
ever since arriving in Apollo 
Beach with her mother, Idalya, 
from Central America on her sixth 
birthday after Idalya was granted 
political refugee status from 
Nicaragua where her family had 
been involved in the revolutions 
against both the Somoza Family 
dictatorship and the Communist 
Sandinistas. Her mother has since 
married Walter Flocken, and the 
family still lives in Apollo Beach. 

While at East Bay, Cathy was 
ninth in her graduating class with a 
grade-point-average of 3.750. Her 
academic honors include College 
Board AP Scholar; National Honor 
Society; National Spanish Honor 
Society; the Tampa Tribune Honor 
Scholar and the National Scholar/
Athlete Award. She reads and 
writes Mandarin Chinese and is 
also fluent in spoken and written 
Spanish.

“She took private lessons at the 
Clearwater Chinese School on 

Sundays for several years, making 
the 85-mile round trip,” her father 
said.

Cathy was a three-sport athlete 
- swimming, football and softball 
and earned two varsity letters 
each year at East Bay. In 2010, 
she played on the State Softball 
Championship Team and was 
selected for the Florida 5A All-
Star Softball 2nd Team.

Somehow, she also managed 
to belong to the Chess Club and 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

In May she was awarded the 
Brighthouse Sports Network David 
Logan Scholarship for excelling in 
both athletics and academics.

But Cathy still managed to find 
time for other things- including 
community service.

“She volunteered Saturday 
mornings all through middle school 
as translator/clerk at the Calvary 
Lutheran Church’s thrift store, 
Angel Attic in Ruskin,” said Idalya 
Flocken. “Then in high school she 
volunteered 300 hours at C.A.R.E. 
(Critter Animal and Rescue Effort) 
in Ruskin.”

CARE is a no-kill animal shelter. 
Cathy also did community service 
at Habitat for Humanity and 
answered telephones for the Jerry 
Lewis MDA Telethon, her mother 
added.

Winning a David Logan 
Scholarship was the icing on the 

Cathy was a three-sport ath-
lete earning two varsity letters 
each year, playing on the 2008-
and 2009 Flag Football District 
Champion Teams. Here she is in 
her East Bay Indians uniform. 

cake, Cathy added.
Logan was a former Tampa Bay 

Buccaneer and later the anchor of 
Sports Connection on Bay News 
9. He died from a blood clot at the 
age of 42 in 1999.

The tie-breaker for the scholarship 
was her essay in which she wrote 
why she believed she deserved the 
scholarship.

She says it is because her ambition 
is a rewarding career in intelligence 
or the Diplomatic Corp. 

“Either career will require 
dedication, determination, a 
superior education, and being of 
exceptional character. To prepare 
myself, I’ve set high goals. They 
are, to excel in science and math, 
to excel in more than one foreign 
language, and to excel in multiple 
varsity sports,” she said.

In her interview, she went on 
to say, “Balancing my goals of 
achieving academic excellence, 
proficiency in two foreign 
languages, excelling in multiple 
varsity athletics, and continued 
community volunteering, while 
keeping a sense of perspective in 
my personal, home and social life 
has been a challenge. A rewarding 
career in service to my country is 
worth the challenge.”

“She is very dedicated and works 
extremely hard. We are looking 
forward to seeing more good things 
from her,” her father said. 

These photographs were taken on Cathy’s first day at the Coast 
Guard Academy the last week of June.

Now in her fifth of a seven-week Swab Summer (boot camp) Cathy 
will follow that experience with a week’s training on the USS Eagle, 
a 300-foot sailing vessel.
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Area Places of Worship

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor • 634-1292
Saturday Worship: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion....First & Third Sunday • Bible Class...Thursday 10 am, Guests Welcome

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2

THROUGH 12TH
GRADE

820 COLLEGE AVE. W.
RUSKIN, FL 33570

645-6439

Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship............8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service................7:00 p.m.
Awana .............................................7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org
A Resource for Families

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
Growing by Faith from Generation to Generation

Rev. Tracy H. Wilder • Church Office: 813-645-1521
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. - Contemporary Service and Sunday School

at West Campus (S.R. 674 and 9th Street SE, Ruskin)
8:00 a.m. - Traditional Service and 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion with Choir at 

East Campus (1015 Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center)
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WITH HOLY COMMUNION AND HEALING HOLY OIL

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Basic Traditional Burial
$2,500

DIRECT CREMATION $875

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130

includes 20-gauge steel casket

www.zipperersfuneralhome.com
Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County

Family owned and operated since 1979

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Richard Nussel

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

VBS in 
Gibsonton

Vacation Bible School is sched-
uled from 6 to 9 p.m. Aug. 8-12 for 
ages 5-12.

Join them and get ready to put on 
the Armor of God.

Lessons, crafts, games, food and 
music will all be a part of Bible 
School at the Vaughn Street  Bible 
Church, 10018 Vaughn Street in 
 Gibsonton.

For more information, call  Sandy 
at (813) 486-3130.

Movie features 
SCC residents

The movie “Are You Fitter than 
a Pensioner” is being shown again 
July 29 at the United Methodist 
Church, 1210 Del Webb West, Sun 
City Center. The movie features 
four British young people, who 
had social and personal problems 
and their Sun City Center men-
tors, Rolande and Bert Poulin 
and Bruce and Joan Andersen. 
The young Brits and the Sun City 
Center retirees were challenged to 
have a contest to see which group 
was the fittest. Carolyn Miller, 
one of the young people, involved 
with the movie, will be on hand to 
answer questions after the movie. 
Guess which group won? You may 
be surprised.

The movie will begin at 6:30 
p.m. with doors opening at 6 p.m. 
There will be refreshments before 
the show.

Congregation Beth Shalom hosts open house
Congregation Beth Shalom will hold its annual Open House and ba-

gel brunch Sunday, Aug. 21 from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 
Beth Shalom is located at 706 Bryan Road in Brandon.
This event is free and open to the public, with no reservations or 

tickets required. Join them for brunch and view their showcase of ac-
tivities, groups and committees available to the membership. There 
will be representatives from all aspects of the congregation's many 
and varied endeavors to answer questions about what they do in the 
community, how to join and how to get tickets for the High Holydays. 
There is also a free bagel brunch.

For more information call Rudina Richter 813-690-1436. 

Bible study geared to people 
unfamiliar with Scripture

Mission of the Month 
A mission that the United Community Church, 1501 La Jolla Avenue 

in Sun City Center, fully supports is Southeastern Guide Dogs. A special 
program Southeastern provides is the Paws for Patriots. This is a service 
provided free of charge for qualified veterans and very meaningful to the 
church. Paula Lickfeldt, member of the Mission Board presented a dona-
tion to Development Associate Darren Rivera from the congregation for 
this cause.

For more information call Southeastern Guide Dogs at 941-729-5665 
or check out the Web site at www.guidedogs.org.

Hazel Martin PHoto

Paula Lickfeldt of the United Community Church presents a check 
to Darren Rivera, development associate at Southeastern Guide 
Dogs.

Jim Butner, Worship Leader 
for NCWS (Nondenominational 
Christian Worship Services) will 
be starting a Bible study for those 
individuals who have never had the 
opportunity or taken advantage of 
an opportunity to become familiar 
with the Scriptures.

Jim is a well-known local worship 
leader, heading up an all-volunteer 
itinerate outreach ministry that is 
currently providing 11 weekly wor-
ship services throughout Sun City 
Center and Ruskin. 

The Bible study will be topical 
in nature, based upon a word, for 
example, like “Restoration.”  At-
tendees will research the word with 
references from the Old and New 
Testaments. 

“I’m excited about providing this 

opportunity to expose individuals to 
the Bible that will be their first time 
to become familiar with the Scrip-
tures.  This will be a very casual, 
laid back, Bible study with no pres-
sure placed on people to respond 
unless they are comfortable.  There 
will neither be a workbook to pur-
chase nor any donations requested 
or accepted; just bring a Bible.  Also, 
there will be no weekly reading as-
signments.  Since it’s topical in na-
ture, if one misses a week, it won’t 
be a problem because each session 
is a separate entity,” Jim said.

The day, location and time of the 
study will be determined based upon 
community response. 

For more information call Butner 
at 813-634-3114 to register for the 
study.  

CCW Card Party
 The Council of Catholic Wom-

en of Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church invites anyone who likes 
to play cards or board games to 
make up a table in advance and 
come  to the Dessert Card Party 
Wednesday, August 10 from noon 
until 3:30 p.m. in Conesa Center. 
Cards, pencils and tallies are fur-
nished. They will have an assort-
ment of desserts, table and door 
prizes.

For more information call 633-
2460.

For their community presentation 
on the 10th Anniversary of 
9-11-01 entitled ‘A Service of 
Remembrance, Reflection and 
Recovery,’ the United Methodist 
Church of Sun City Center is 
seeking singers for a community 
choir as well as poets and 
storytellers who were present or 
personally impacted by the tragic 
events of that day.

Jeff Jordan, Minister of Worship 
Arts at the church, has put together 
a program of music, poetry,  video, 
scripture, imagery, dance and 
story telling to commemorate this 
important occasion. 

The community chorus will 
be performing excerpts from the 
 Requiems of Brahms, Fauré, 
and Mozart as well as music 
appropriate to the occasion by 
Joseph Martin. Rehearsals will be 
on Thursdays Aug. 25 and Sept. 
1, and on Saturday morning, Sept. 
10.

Music will be provided and there 
are no auditions. Interested singers 
should call (813) 634-2539, ext. 
207 or visit the church office at 
1210 Del Webb Blvd. West in Sun 
City Center.

Part of the program will also be 
dedicated to personal testimony 
and poetry. If you or someone you 
know was personally impacted 
by the events of 9-11 or you have 
written or would like to write a 

poem for the occasion, submit 
these texts via email to jeff@
sccumc.com. 

The program will be presented 
to the public at 2 p.m. on Sept. 11 
in the church sanctuary. A worship 
service with choir and orchestra 
using many of the elements of the 
afternoon presentation will also 
happen at 10:55 a.m. in the church 
sanctuary.

Earlier that morning, there will 
be a service of remembrance 
outlining the chronological events 
of that day. This service, to be held 
in Creason Hall, will run from 8:46 
a.m. (the time of the first plane 
crash) to approximately 10:03 a.m. 

Singers, poets, and storytellers needed
(the crash of Flight 93).

For more information about this 
and other events and activities at 
the United Church of Sun City 
Center, call Jeff Jordan, Director 
of Music and the Arts at (813) 634-
2539. 

To learn more about the United 
Methodist Church of Sun City 
center, visit the website at www.
sccumc.com. 

Hh
Now faith is the substance of 

things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.
— Hebrews 11:1
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1851 RICKENBACKER DRIVE • 813-938-4955
Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO THE SERVICES NOW WORSHIPPING IN THE “CHAPEL”
AT SUN CITY CENTER FUNERAL HOME 10:30 AM ON SUNDAYS
NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST

NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For Information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Dr. Gerald Iwerks
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) A. Roach, Pastor

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ................Wed. 4-4:45 p.m. • Sat. 1-4 p.m.

All Are Welcome

Area Places of Worship

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Area Obituaries

Hh

Hh

U.S. Hwy. 41 • 106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Daily .........................................................Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ......................................Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Jueves 7:30 p.m.

Confession ...................... Wednesday 6:45 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Fr. John McEvoy
Pastor

813-645-1714
SaintAnneRuskin.org

Saint Anne Catholic Church

Evelyn M. Petraus
Evelyn M. Petraus, 100, of Sun City 

Center, passed away on Sunday, July 
24, 2011 at South Bay Hospital. Born 
in Bemidji, Minnesota on January 9, 
1911, Evelyn was a retired Diamond 
Grader employed by Seattle Jewelry 
chain. Evelyn is preceded in death 
by husbands Irving Lusk and Charles 
Petraus, and her parents. Evelyn was 
Presbyterian by faith. Survivors include 
her daughter Joan L. Scheerer of Palm 
Coast, Fla., four grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren and a great-great 
grandson. 

Inurnment will be held at Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Seattle, Washington at a 
later date.

Arrangements by Sun City Center 
Funeral Home, Sun City Center, 
Florida.

Caryl “Pat” Keeler
 Caryl “Pat” Keeler, 85, of Sun City 

Center, Fla., passed away July 24 at 
her home from kidney failure. Pat was 
born in Chicago, Ill., and graduated 
from Morgan Park high school and 
subsequently St. Lukes Hospital as a 
Registered Nurse. She joined the U.S. 
Army Cadet Corps and was stationed 
at V.A. hospitals in San Francisco, 
Calif., and then Biloxi, Miss., where 
she met the love of her life, Curt. Curt 
was a pilot in the Air Force, stationed 
at Keesler AFB. Pat and Curt were 
married and went on to enjoy a blissful 
life together for 62 years. Pat loved her 
life as a military wife and mother, and 
when Curt retired from the Air Force, 
they lived in Miami, Fla., for 22 years, 
and then made their final move to Sun 
City Center in 1987. Pat is survived 
by her devoted husband, Curt, her 
daughter Jill, and sons Craig, Jay 
(Annica), Scott (Gracy), as well as her 
grandchildren Jessie, Jack, and Mona-
Lisa. Her memorial service will be 
held at the United Community Church 
in SCC next week. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations in her name 
to Shriners Hospitals http://support.
shrinershospitals.org .

Don’t forget!
Friendship Baptist Church, 1511 

El Rancho Dr., Sun City Center, 
is presenting another of their 
 monthly movie episodes, as well 
as a  beautiful buffet of goodies 
during the intermission break.

There is never any charge for 
anyone. Join them at 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 30.

St. John the 
Divine to hold VBS

St. John the Divine Episcopal 
Church is offering two separate 
Vacation Bible School programs 
from August 1-5,

PandaMania, for young children 
five to 11 years old, will be held 
at the Ruskin Campus, 705 9th 
Street, S.E., from 5:45 - 8:45 p.m.

A program for youth entering the 
6th grade and higher will be held at 
the Sun City Center Campus, 1015 
E. Del Webb Boulevard, from 6 
- 8:30 p.m. Both programs begin 
with dinner and feature Bible-
learning, crafts, music, games, and 
a mission project.

There is no charge to attend. To 
register, call 645-1521. 

Mr. and Mrs. George 
Chanzuk of Canada decided 
to keep all the empty cereal 
boxes and food jars from 
which they fed their daugh-
ter, Shawana.

In her first year she ate 182 
pounds of groceries. This in-
cluded 569 jars of food.

Interesting, isn’t it?
Babies need food. So do 

believers.
You eat, rest and exercise 

for the good of your body. 
But do you leave your souls 
undernourished?

Bodily health is important. 
Soul health is more impor-
tant.

The Bible says, Like new-
born babies, crave spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may 
grow.

Visit: www.TheSower.com

Domestic violence education program 
aimed at teens wins award

Verizon Wireless of Florida’s 
Teen Technology Panel was named 
‘Best Community Relations 
Program’ in this year’s Impact 
Awards, an international strategic 
communications competition, 
created by the League of American 
Communications Professionals 
LLC (LACP). The program was 
created locally to address and help 
prevent the emerging issue of teen 
dating violence, and the role that 
today's technology can play in 
inappropriate behaviors.

“The Teen Technology 
Panel has proven to be unique 
and remarkable, even among 
tremendous competition,” said 
Christine Kennedy, LACP 
Managing Director. “Nearly 100 
entries were received for the 2010 
Impact Awards, comprising the 
very best in communications from 
eight countries.”

The Verizon Wireless Teen 
Technology Panel brings peers, 
law enforce ment representatives 
and domestic violence experts 
together for an open discussion 
in front of a teen audience, 
uncovering the harsh realities 
of teen dating violence. The 
program also teaches teens how 
to establish healthy relationships 
and boundaries while using cell 
phones, social  media and other 
technology. At the conclusion of 
each panel, teens in attendance are 
encouraged to text in their pledge 
against violence.

“We are very pleased with the 
impact that the Teen Technology 

Panel is making throughout our 
Florida communities and among 
our youth,” says Pam Tope, 
Verizon Wireless president for the 
Florida region. “In its first year, 
the program already has reached 
hundreds of teens, helping them 
build positive habits - and break 
bad ones.”

Verizon has continued to be 
a corporate leader in the effort 
against domestic violence and in 
the support of abuse survivors. 
Verizon's HopeLine® program is one 
visible example of the company's 
efforts. Through HopeLine bins 
located inside every Verizon 
Wireless store, the company 
collects no-longer-used wireless 
phones, batteries and accessories 
that are refurbished or recycled 
for cash. Verizon Wireless then 
provides the refurbished phones, 
airtime and recycling proceeds to 
local domestic violence shelters 
and other organizations.

Since its inception, HopeLine 
has collected more than 8 million 
phones and provided $10 million 
in grants. In addition to HopeLine, 
the Verizon Foundation has 
awarded more than $21 million 
in the past four years to nonprofit 
organizations that assist domestic 
violence survivors.

The Verizon Foundation, the 
philanthropic arm of Verizon, 
uses its technology, financial 
resources and partnerships to 
address critical social issues, with 
a focus on education and domestic 
violence prevention. In 2010, the 
foundation awarded nearly $67 
million to nonprofit agencies in 
the U.S. and abroad. Through 
Verizon Volunteers, one of the 
nation's largest employee volunteer 
programs, Verizon employees and 
retirees have volunteered nearly 
6 million hours of community 
service since 2000.

For grant requests and 
other information, visit www.
verizonfoundation.org.

Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not 

give up. — Galatians 6:9
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Life with
Low Vision

A presentation on Macular Degeneration by

Dr. Walter Moscoso,
Retina & Macular Degeneration Specialist

Assisted Living Fac. Lic. # 7290

3855 Upper Creek Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33570

813-938-2259
www.PacificaSunCity.com

Tuesday, August 2, 2011 • 5-6 pm 

• How Macular Degeneration can be prevented
• Vitamins and supplements proven to help

• How Macular Degeneration can be monitored
• The latest treatment options

Free & open to the public • Refreshments served
To be our guest, RSVP 813-938-2259 by 7/31/2011

Ask about our new Low Vision Resource Center!

Beware of car dealer loan rate 
markups

If you’re relying on a dealer arranged loan to finance your next  vehicle, 
you could end up paying hundreds of dollars more than if you financed 
elsewhere. The Center for Responsible Lending issued a report that 
ranked Florida 4th in the nation for rate markup volume in 2009. A 
 dealer that provides financing can markup the interest rate above what 
the consumer’s credit would qualify for. That markup can be a hidden 
cost to the consumer since most consumers don’t know what they qualify 
for. The report found that dealership interest rate markups can lead to 
more expensive loans and more default and repossession for borrowers. 
Consumers who finance their cars through the dealership will pay more 
than $25.8 billion in interest rate markups during their loan according to 
the report.

You can avoid higher interest rates on your next car loan with these tips 
from the Center for Responsible Lending:

• Know your credit score. Obtain annual free credit reports at the 
Federal website www.annualcreditreport.com or call 1-877-322-8228. 
They tell consumers their credit worthiness. Avoid paying for credit 
reporting services. 

• Get a loan quote from your nearest bank or credit union. Find out 
the interest rates they are offering on new or used car loans. Ask to be 
pre-approved, if you know what make and model vehicle you intend to 
purchase. You will then know exactly what interest rate and monthly 
payments you can expect.

• Negotiate for a better rate. Consumers unsatisfied with rates quoted 
should attempt to negotiate a lower interest rate. An informed consumer 
can better negotiate with a dealer and know whether a dealership’s claim 
that a given rate is truly the best one available. Compare auto loan rates 
in your area at www.bankrate.com and calculate your loan payment.

More great tips for car buyers:
• Beware of deceptive ads. Many new and used car dealers advertise 

low interest rates, special promotions, high trade-in allowances and free 
or low-cost options. Many times these ads are nothing but bait to lure 
you into the dealership. Carefully examine the small print and details of 
the offer. 

• High pressure sales tactics. Remember everything from how you’re 
greeted to where you sit is designed to sell you a car when you walk into 
a dealership.

• Do your research! Read several reviews in newspapers, auto mag-
azines or consumer reports. Check out auto-buying websites: www.
edmunds.com, www.kbb.com, www.nadaguides.com. 

• Shop around to get the best price. Know what features you want 
and don’t want. Know how much you’re willing to pay and plan to 
negotiate.

• Hold off on your trade-in. Keep your trade-in out of the price negotia-
tion. If you want to trade-in your current vehicle, bring it up after you’ve 
agreed on a price for the new car. Research and know the value of your 
trade-in. If the dealer’s offer is too low, call them on it.

• Never drive off the lot without a copy of your contract. Make sure all 
blank spaces are filled in, or ask why not.

• Extended Warranties are really service contracts. Keep in mind that 
new vehicles, as well as many used vehicles, come with a warranty. New 
car warranties are FREE. Service contracts or extended warranties cost 
extra and may duplicate something covered in the warranty. Service con-
tracts can cost less if purchased from other sources rather than the dealer-
ship. Always shop for the best price and coverage.

• Never buy a vehicle “as is.” “As is” means no warranty. You must 
pay for all repairs, even if the car breaks down on the way home from 
the dealership.

Republican Club’s Summer Picnic to feature candidates
The Fifth Annual Old Fashioned 

South Shore Republican Club’s 
 Summer Picnic will be held at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 6 at 
Ruskin’s Simmons Park.

“We will have a number of cur-
rent elected officials and candi-
dates for the 2012 election cycle,” 
said Club President Brian Holland. 
“We are excited that this is our 
fifth anniversary of the event and 
it has grown each year. With more 
and more people beginning to 
get excited about the 2012 elec-
tions this will be the first chance 
to meet candidates in an informal 
environment.”

Many GOP Presidential candi-
dates have already started target-
ing  Florida for the 2012 primary 
season. “We have been informed 
by most Presidential candidates 

staffers that they’ll have some 
presence at the event. A few of the 
candidates are trying to work this 
event into their schedules so we’re 
optimistic that we might see a 
Presidential candidate at Simmons 
Park,” added Holland.

The Florida Senate seat is up for 
grabs, too and a wide open field 
is  apparent. “We expect that we'll 
have a few of the candidates for 
the  Senate seat on hand, again, it’s 

a matter of adjusting schedules. In 
2011 current Senator Marco Rubio 
attended, at a time when his candi-
dacy was being questioned,” said 
Holland.

Locally, the County Commission 
District 6 race is developing as 
three people have indicated they 
will challenge incumbent Kevin 
Beckner. All three candidates 
Steve Cono, Brad Faircloth and 
Margaret Iculano have confirmed 
they will attend.

The picnic gets under way at 
10 a.m. and lunch will be served 
starting at 11:30 a.m. A small 
fee of $5 will be collected from 
non-club members. All registered 
Republican and Independent are 
welcome to attend. For more infor-
mation, call President Holland at 
(813) 672-4408.

Shorebird nesting site vandalized, 
community response swift

A well-marked shorebird nesting site on Ft. Myers Beach was van-
dalized during the early morning of June 28. Community leaders, local 
landowners and wildlife volunteers are upset.

Calls to the Wildlife Alert Hotline at the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission’s (FWC) dispatch center in Tampa indi-
cated the markers and signs were ripped out and some nest destruction 
occurred on the protected portion of the beach, just west of the Carlos 
Pointe Condominiums.

“One least tern nest was lost due to the vandalism and 50 wooden 
stakes, hundreds of yards of twine, attached flagging tape and signs 
marking the shorebird nest-
ing site were uprooted. It is 
very fortunate that the col-
ony did not abandon the site 
entirely,” said FWC wildlife 
biologist Brie Ochoa.

Because many of Florida’s 
shorebird species are listed 
as threatened or endangered, 
the nesting area was posted by the state. It is a violation of state and 
federal laws to harass or take any endangered or threatened birds, their 
eggs or young.

Shorebirds such as least terns and snowy plovers lay their well-camou-
flaged eggs directly on the sand, making them nearly invisible to preda-
tors and to the untrained human eye. Any disturbance by people, pets 
or vehicles - accidental or otherwise - can cause these birds to abandon 
their nests, resulting in unhatched eggs and the death of young chicks.

The town of Ft. Myers Beach has replaced the signs, stakes and twine, 
and the FWC’s Division of Law Enforcement is investigating the inci-
dent. Maintenance of the posted area, monitoring of the birds and out-
reach to visitors is accomplished by a local network of partners, includ-
ing the town of Ft. Myers Beach and Audubon Society volunteers.

“The community supports the protection of these birds, and they are 
interested in seeing them thrive. Several organizations have partnered 
together to organize the bird steward program, which is supported by 
volunteers and expanding each year,” said Ochoa.

Anyone having information about this incident is encouraged to call the 
Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-3922. Citizens may remain anonymous 
and may be eligible for a reward if their information leads to an arrest.
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M & M Printing Co., Inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland Estates Ave., SW
Ruskin, Florida 33570
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TRANSPORTATION

450 

MARINE
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105 PERSONAl

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

We re-cover or 
make new 
cushions

Delivery Available
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed on Weekends

2711 N. MacDill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607
813-876-1566     Call for directions

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More
WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY ROOM 

INSIDE AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

115 lOST & FOUND
found shepherd mix, male, between 1 & 
2 yrs old in vicinity of Kings Point sCC. 
Call  813-944-8868 to identify. 

Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classified by going 
to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE
almost new thrift store. 10008 indiana 
st., gibsonton (1 block off Us 41, 1 block 
north gibsonton dr.,) Wednesday thru 
saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, 
lots misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon-Fri. • 9 to 5:30
Saturday • 9 to 4

SENIOR MONDAYS
Many popular items

discounted 50%, in addition to 
weekly specials. Always low, 

reasonable prices.

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
(Behind St. Anne Church
& Next to Kennco Mfg.)

• Save •
$10 OFF
with purchase of $50 

(before tax)

Expires 8/10/11

BRING THIS AD

friday & saturday, July 29/30. 8am-
noon. decorator & household items, 
womens clothing & lots of  misc. 1621 
Bentwood dr., sCC

Hot tub/ spa, clean, like new, with whirl-
pool, aeration, heat & light. insulated 
cover. $500. 813-645-3577 

Christmas in July. thursday, friday 
& saturday. 9am-2pm. trees, lights, 
5 bikes, avon bottles, 100’s of stock-
ing stuffers. 6311Balboa lane, apollo 
Beach

Cleaning out sheds. refreshments avail-
able. Priced right. friday & saturday, 
8am-? Corner of 1st st sW & 17th ave., 
(Cemetery road)

Big moving sale. anything & everything. 
Must see! antique bed frame $350, an-
tique stand upright stereo cabinet $100 
& more July 29, 30 & 31. 125 18th st., 
nW, ruskin.

Big sale. saturday, July 30, 8am-noon. 
Hundreds of great items. no junk! very 
low prices, everything negotiable. 10327 
avelar ridge dr, riverview,. look for 
signs Us 301/ Cowley rd to avelar 
Creek.

Church wide  yard sale. sun City Chris-
tian Center, Us 301 south. saturday, 
9am-2pm. furniture, building supplies, 
clothes, etc. 

11720 stonewood gate dr., summer-
field Crossing. Multi family sale, Satur-
day July 30, 8am-1pm. lots of clothes, 
furniture, cribs, etc.

garage sale. Craftman 10” table saw, 
Craftman 30 gal compressor, golf clubs, 
misc tools, clothes, misc housewares. 
2204 Myrtle vista Ct., sCC. friday 8am-
1pm. &  saturday, 8am-noon

Denney’s estate sales

“The 
Price

is
Right!”

(813) 477-1793
• Licensed •

330 FURNITURE
Universal triple dresser w mirror, ma-
hogany. Call  813-634-4349

360 gOlF CARTS
golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-645-4515 or 813-484-9855

390 MISC. FOR SAlE
Kill bed bugs & roaches with Harris 
Pest Control products. Odorless, non 
staining formula. available at Jackson’s 
Hardware, 1503 7th st., sW, ruskin. 
813-645-5000

425 SlIPS OR STORAgE
south Bay rv & Boat storage. special-
izing in outside storage for rvs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.southBay-
storage.com

458 PARTS & SERvICE

465 Rv lOT RENTAl
rv lot for rent in ruskin. $275 monthly 
includes water & sewer plus deposit. 
941-737-1944 or 813-345-6860

210 Woodland Estate Ave. 
Ruskin, Fl  813-645-4048

Why drive 20 miles 
for your printing?  

We are the  
local source for  
business cards,  

letterhead, invoices,  
posters, tickets, etc.  
Your  neighborhood 

printer.
&

Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924.

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 87 Years
1924 — 2011

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318

ACREAGE, JUST LISTED: 4.65 acres with a lake right in Ruskin. Secluded, conveniently 
located close to everything, property has well & electric, owner says. Overgrown and 
uncleared, but great potential for someone looking for seclusion and space. $70,000. short 
sale. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250 
BACK ON THE MARKET: Older 2BR/1BA Mobile-home, enclosed Fla-Rm, well maintained, 
sold furnished, including washer & dryer. Extended living-rm, dining area in kitchen, screen 
porch, shed, roof over. No HOA, very affordable at $30,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250 
RUSKIN BEAUTIFUL POOL HOUSE, extensively remodeled in past 3 years: 2BR + den 
(3rd BR?)/garage, new fabulous kitchen, hardwood floors and CHA, 3-years-new caged pool, 
windows & roof. Nice lot with 10 ft access to canal from backyard. $175,000. CALL CLAIRE 
TORT 363-7250
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY – PRIME LOCATION ON HIGHWAY 41!! This property has 200 
ft on U.S. Hwy. 41 and is set up for both office and warehouse space. The property is 
completely fenced in with parking for over 30 vehicles. This is a great location for a business 
that needs easy highway access and flexible space. Owner will also consider a lease or lease 
purchase. Don’t miss this opportunity! $499,000. CALL CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
GET YOUR WISH LIST TOGETHER. And get ready to start planning a brand new dream 
home on this bargain lot in Apollo Beach. Building here where house once existed is very 
affordable. No CDD fees, close to schools, park, beach, transportation. $18,500 JUDY 
ERICKSON 468-0288
BRIGHT RAY OF SUNSHINE. Meticulously maintained 2BR/2BA doublewide MH in 
Woodlands Estates offers comfort and security. Lots of room for woodworking, puttering, 
crafting, socializing, relaxing. Must see at just $44,900. JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
REDUCED COMMERCIAL RIVERFRONT!! Formerly bait shop and just waiting for you to 
reopen. Only permitted gas tank on the river, 300 ft. of river frontage, docks on deep water. 
$599,900. CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
PRICE REDUCED ON THIS 3BR/2BA on a gorgeous corner lot with mature landscaping. 
Adjoining lot (82x135) with separate folio included. Special features include: nice open floor 
plan, plenty of cabinets and center island in kitchen, nice deck off living area overlooking a 
huge yard, double walk-in closets in master, freshly painted interior and much more! $94,900 
CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
GREAT COMMERCIAL LOCATION! 2052 sq.ft. building with a great location on busy Shell 
Point Road in Ruskin. Nice size lot (72x170) with a circular driveway and parking for 6-12 
vehicles. Large reception area, 6 private offices, kitchen area, 1 full bath and 1 half bath. 
$150,000 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
COMMERCIAL LISTING! Great commercial property with 158 ft. of frontage on Highway 41 
(1.04 acres MOL). Property is zoned CI (commercial intensive) and is currently rented to an 
auto/service/repair garage. Special features include: huge building (3,192 sq.ft.) with new 
roof, three bays, two offices, and lots of room for storage. $279,000 CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
BUY TODAY, MOVE IN TOMORROW! Pert and neat 4BR/2BA home in desirable 
Bloomingdale community on conservation lot with pond, large screened porch, split bedroom 
plan for privacy, greatroom floorplan, spacious eat-in kitchen with newer SS appliances, 
mature landscapting and more. A great buy for $165,000! CALL JO ELLEN MOBLEY 
645-1540.

ELECTRIC SHAVER
REPAIR

• Parts • Shaver Clinic
• All Brands Serviced
• FREE Estimates

1st & 3rd Wednesday
of each month

SCC ACE Hardware
1619 Sun City Center Plaza
 9 a.m. to noon • 634-5363

Clean, Oil & 
Adjust $3.99



July 28, 2011  24 THE SHOPPER

M.H. HOuSING

550

RENTAlS

600

PROF. SERVICES

650

SERVICES

700

Classified is the Buyers Marketplace

To Place a classified ad  
fax to 813-645-1792

511 HOuSES FOR SAlE

REAl ESTATE

500
610 WATERFRONT RENTAlS
Wide water, Apollo Beach, 3br/2ba, 
laminate floors, fireplace, lanai, dock. 
Long term. Please call  813-645-4708, 
813-892-5802 

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking /
fishing. Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, 
plus deposit. No pets.  813-850-5217,  
813-863-6123

Bahia Beach, Ruskin. Furnished wa-
terfront condo 2br/2ba/2cg. $1,250 
monthly plus deposit.   Call Dave 813-
645-4991 

611 HOuSES FOR RENT
Ruskin, quaint 3/2 home with front cov-
ered porch. Well suited for 1-3 people. 
Monthly rent is $925.00 with signed 
lease. No smoking. No pets. Security 
Deposit and references required. Please 
call 813-649-1599

Ruskin. 2br/1ba bungalow, large fenced 
yard, utilities shed, washer/ dryer hook-
up. $800 monthly plus $500 security 
deposit.  813-404-4102 

S & R Properties 
3, 2 & 1 bedrooms. No pets. Ruskin, 

Gibsonton area. RV lots available 813-
310-1888 or 813-849-1469

55+ Community  
   Spacious 1br/1ba unfurnished, en-

closed patio,  w/ carport. Includes yard 
care, water, sewer, trash collection, 

recreation card.  813-634-9695 

612 APTS. FOR RENT
Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, wash-
er /dryer hookup. $695 monthly plus 
deposit, water & lawn service included,  
813-244-1676 

Riverview 2br/1ba, CHA, water, garbage 
& maintenance included. $600 monthly 
$600 deposit.    813-239-4293 or 813-
645-2193

One bedroom, one bath, central heat 
& air. Ruskin. Clean. $135 weekly, 
$265 deposit. Close to stores.  813-
966-4050 

NOW RENTING
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

OCCUPANCY
RIVERWOOD APARTMENTS

1 Bedroom Apartments

Rental Rates Beginning
at $520 + Utilities

For Rental Information 
call: (813) 645-7320
(TDD 800-955-8771)

709 Oceanside Circle 
Ruskin

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

612 APTS FOR RENT
2br/1ba apt for rent. Bahia Beach area. 
Utilities included $895 monthly. Call 
Susan 813-352-0510 

613 CondoS foR RenT
Kings Point 1br/1.5ba. furnished nicely, 
covered parking, all amenities $700 
monthly or for sale. $25,000, owner 
financing. 813-634-1162 

Spacious, furnished, 1br/1.5ba, gated, 
55+, Kings Point, SCC. Includes all 
utilities, except electric, all activities, 
transportation. $600 monthly, annual 
lease.  813-944-2884 

620 ROOMS FOR RENT
Wimauma. Immaculately maintained 
country setting.  Furnished bedroom, 
w/ cable TV. Includes all utilities. Safe, 
fenced & well lighted at night. Near bus 
route. No alcohol /drugs. A must see.  
813-503-4592 

Apollo Beach. Large furnished room 
with bath, full house privileges. Private 
entrance. Internet, non smoker, no drugs 
or pets. $150 weekly $200 deposit. Call 
Bob 813-645-4117

630 M.H. RenTalS
Movie in special (2 week free). Newly 
renovated MHP. Several homes ready. 
$155 weekly. L&N MHP, Gibsonton. 
813-684-9708 or 813-245-7425 

Mobile homes & RV lots for rent. Mobile 
homes for sale. E-Z terms. Eastwood 
Estates Mobile Home Park, Gibsonton. 
Call Heather 813-677-5726 

One bedroom RV on private property. 
References. $125 weekly plus deposit. 
includes utilities.  813-363-6001 

1 bedroom mobile home in quiet mobile 
home park, 21st St.  NW, Ruskin.  Fish-
ing dock, laundry, CHA  $595 monthly, 
plus security, all utilities.  No pets. 813-
645-8985 or 813-610-7515

for Rent: Clean 
Mobile Homes With 
a/C. 813-677-1086

645 OFFICE SPACE

Name:  _____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________

The Observer News • The sCC Observer • The riverview CurreNT

THE SHOPPER
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To place a classified ad
call 813-645-3111 ext. 201;
fill out the form below and fax to

813-645-1792; or mail this form to
The Shopper

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

Up to 20 words
$17.00

30¢ for each 
additional word 

deadlIne:
Ad and payment must 

be received by 4:00 p.m. 
Monday for publication in 

that week’s edition.

Classification:  ___________________  

ad copy as you wish it to appear:

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

646 WAREHOuSE SPACE
Garage & mini storage rooms for rent. 
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

651 BookkeePIng

QuickBooks®   
Next training class 

 august 20   Call or email for details. Certified 
Pro-advisor & POS. Full bookkeeping 

services Tutoring/ software issues/ 
payroll/  inventory/ review/ cleanup. 
Hourly rates. Your office or mine. 

Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net. www.theasquickbookkeeping.com  

680 adulT/CHIld CaRe
Ruskin United Methodist  preschool, 
approved VPK provider is now ac-
cepting applications for the fall  school 
starting Aug. 23  Call 813-645-6198, 
CHC-110087 

680 adulT /CHIld CaRe

open House  
Adult family care home, 8827 Cobb 

Dr., Riverview. 9am-1pm. Monday thru 
Friday. 813-892-0336  Opening soon, 

take applications for residency.

Now accepting applications for enroll-
ment.  Age 6 weeks -12yrs. Half or full 
day. Ruskin United Methodist pre school. 
Call 813-645-6198. CHC110087 

Caregiver/Companion 
Quality care for your loved one. 

References upon request. Please call  
813-641-9012 

Helpful housekeeping for you with Ms. 
Sue. Eldercare, errands, etc. Experi-
enced. 813-677-1150 Thank You! : - ) 

Respite /convalescence /adult day care. 
In my home, M-F (near Summerfield). 
Private room /TV /phone. Meals included 
/special diets accommodated. Small pet 
ok. Non medical assisted care. Walkers 
& mobility chairs ok. No wheelchairs. 
$375 weekly or $80 daily. To inquire 
please call  561-281-0289 cell

680 adulT /CHIld CaRe
Elderly caregiver or housekeeper, excel-
lent driving record. Any hour, Monday 
thru Friday. Years of experience w/ 
references.  813-645-2456 

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

705 ClEANING
Deep Cleaning. All the tough stuff!! 
Ceiling fans, base boards, carpets, 
cobwebs, garages, yard debris. Very 
affordable, honest, dependable.  813-
309-3415

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629  
flat rate $75, full clean

707 Pool and SPa
Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classified by going 
to observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

710 lAWN CARE

M & C Mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized warranty 

center. Commercial & residential. 
Open 7days, 8:30am-6pm.  725 14th 

St., Wimauma.  813-938-3226. Pickup 
& delivery 

Bill’s lawn Service 
 Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

You can read the entire  
newpaper online  

@ www.observernews.net

Stop throwing away your 
rent money every month...
THE TIME TO OWN 
A HOME IS NOW!!

No Money Down • No Closing Cost
Credit Challenged? NO PROBLEM!
Leasing Agreement? NO PROBLEM!

First Time
Homebuyer Financing Available

813-541-3699
813-503-6418

Let us help!

or
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COmmUniTY PaPERS  
Of fLORida 

(CPf STaTEwidES)

CPf STaTEwidES CPf STaTEwidESCPf STaTEwidES

GET YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
TODAY!  Convenient from comfort of 
your home for $150!  Nationally Accred-
ited, Call Now! 1-888-328-3883  www.
ellenwoodacademy.com ;

PENSACOLA GLASS SHOW,  Pensa-
cola Fairgrounds, 6655 W. Mobile Hwy., 
Pensacola, FL  Sat. 8-6, 10am-5pm, 
Sun. 8-7, 11am-4pm. Admission $5.00, 
$4.00 with this ad. 

diVORCE $99  Completed forms in 2 
Hours.  all documents Prepared by 
Experts.  no Blank forms.  missing 
Spouse, military, Child, Property no 
Problem.  100% Guaranteed.  800-
378-3781  

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE: 
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 3mo 
+ FREE NFL Sunday Ticket w/Choice 
Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! From 
$29.99/mo Call by 7/21! 888-420-9466

Discount Cruise Specials!  Carnival, 
Royal Caribbean, Disney Cruise Line 
etc.  Vacations, Weddings, Family 
Reunions, Company Meetings.  Disney 
World Vacation Packages available.  
Book Now and Save!  1-877-319-4097  
www.NationwideCruise.com  

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice for 
an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Living/Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially 
Secure Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  
Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228) 

 710 Lawn CaRE

Henry’s Lawn maintenance.  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, tree 

service. Pressure washing. Monthly 
lawn maintenance. Licensed & in-

sured. Free estimates. 813-477-3054 
www.henryslawnmaintenance.com

Terry’s Lawn Service 
Free estimates. Mowing, trimming, 

edging. Home 813-634-2856, cell 813-
317-7679 

floraScapes 
  Professional maintenance company 
serving all your landscaping needs. 
Residential & commercial. Ruskin, 
Apollo Beach, SCC, Riverview. Li-
censed /insured.  813-333-3688 

714 TREE REmOVaL

Professional Tree & 
Landscaping. Sales: trimming, remov-
als, popcorn curbing, stump grinding, 

clearing, hauling. Fill dirt/  top soil/  
rock/  mulch. We barter for items of 
value. Free estimate. Call Paul 813-

634-6041 or 813-751-9691

715 fiLL diRT/HaULinG

myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

Pittman Trucking & Tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

716 COnCRETE

Concrete finishing  
Patios, driveways,  sidewalks. 

Licensed & insured. Call Steve Sim-
mons  813-503-8764. Lic#201587

729  STORm SHiELdS

affordable Storm Shields 
Aluminium panels, clean  clear panels, 

Hurricane fabric, accordion style 
panels & more. Free estimate. wwww.
affordablestormshields.com.  813-446-

7172 

735 TRanSPORTaTiOn
At Your Service Transportation to Tampa 
airport /charters /cruise ship.  Excellent 
prices. Call Express Transportation  813-
731-9283 for rates

740 miSC. SERViCES

in Your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com  
Oliver & Company  

Seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

• BOOKS
• BOOKLETS

•  PANEL CARDS
• GRAPHIC DESIGN

• PAMPHLETS
• NEWSLETTERS

• FLYERS

• LETTERHEAD
• ENVELOPES 

• BUSINESS CARDS
• FORMS

• INVOICES
• STATEMENTS

• RECEIPTS
• BROCHURES
• PRICE SHEETS
• CATALOGS

From Design to Finish
NEWSPAPER PRINTING

 & PUBLISHING
Mickey (813) 645-4048, ext.204

e-mail: Mickey@mmprintinc.com

e-mail: alaine@mmprintinc.com

Alaine (813) 645-4048, ext.202
Fax (813) 645-1792

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
Ruskin, FL. 33570

Call us 
for your next

 printing project!

EmPLOYmEnT

800
870 GEnERaL
Looking for barber for a new shop in 
Sun City Center. Call Mary at  239-
362-5004 

890 mEdiCaL

Looking for
New Team 
Members

Established Medicare Certifi ed 
Homecare Company looking for

Full Time and Per Diem
RNs • LPNs • PTs • OTs • CNAs

Competitive Pay and Benefi ts

Please contact HR at
(813) 886-2023

License #299991850

or fax resume to
(813) 886-2096

DERM TECH
SUN CITY CENTER
Watson Clinic, a large multi-

specialty group is currently seeking 
a Derm Tech for our Sun City Center 
location. Must have MA certifi cate 
and exp. working in a healthcare 

facility. Derm. exp. required.

Join the Watson Clinic Team and
see how you can make a difference!
Apply: www.watsonclinic.com

DISH Network delivers more for less!  
Packages starting at $24.99/mo, Local 
channels included!  FREE HD for life!  
Free BLOCKBUSTER® movies for 3 
months.  1-888-418-9787

Every baby deserves a healthy start. Join 
more than a million people walking and 
raising money to support the March of 
Dimes. The walk starts at marchforba-
bies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  Get 
a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for Free and programming 
starting  at $24.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, So Call Now.  
1-800-795-7279   

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  We buy Any 
Kind/Brand.  Pay up to $18.00 per box.  
Shipping Paid.  Habalamos Espanol.  
Call 1-800-267-9895  www.SellDiabet-
icstrips.com   

adOPTiOn  888-812-3678  all Expens-
es Paid.  Choose a Loving, financially 
Secure family for your child  24 Hrs 7 
Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attorney 
amy Hickman.  (Lic. #832340)   

Are you pregnant?  A childless, single 
woman seeks to adopt.  Will be hands-
on mom w/flexible schedule.  Financially 
secure.  Expenses paid.  Sheila or Adam.  
1-800-790-5260.  FL Bar#0150789

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

FREE ADOPTION INFORMATION:  
1-800-280-6155  Living/Medical Expens-
es paid  Select adoptive family  Updates 
on your child  We Can Help!  Attorney 
Amy Eichman  (Bar#830011)

LOVinG adOPTiOnS   GiVE YOUR 
BaBY THE BEST in LifE!  Loving, 
financially Secure families waiting 
to adopt.  Prior Birth mothers On Staff   
Living & medical Expenses Paid  Jodi 
Rutstein, an attorney/Social worker 
Truly Cares about You!!  1-800-852-
0041   #133050   

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption expert.  
You choose from families nationwide.  
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-
413-6298.

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high 
paying Aviation Career.  FAA approved 
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance.  Call Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Approved; 
financial aid if qualified.  Job placement 
assistance.  Call National Aviation 
Academy Today!  1-800-659-2080 or 
NAA.edu  

BAD CREDIT LOANS!  Even Bank-
ruptcy.  Why Wait??  Get Cash Fast!  
Personal Loans From $3500 to $350,000  
No Hidden Fees!  Call Today  1-866-
710-4848

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  At 
least 62 years old?  Stay in your home 
& Increase cash flow!  Safe & Effective!  
Call Now for your FREE DVD! Call Now 
888-879-2309 

GIGANTIC MIRRORS  Jobsite Leftovers, 
Brand New, Perfect Condition, 48”x100” 
(7), $115 each;  60”x100” (8) $140 each;  
72”x100” (11), $165 each.  Free delivery.  
1-800-473-0619.

ATTN:  HOME COMPUTER WORK  
Work from anywhere 24/7.  Up to $1,500 
Part-Time to $7,500/Month Full-Time.  
Training provided.  www.ktrglobal.com  
or Call 1-888-304-2847  

$ CASH FAST $  • $500 daily returns 
on calls  • No Selling!  • IRS approved  • 
Discover Financial Freedom  Call 800-
821-7458

Customer Service Evaluator Needed   
Multi-task and computer literate  Valid ID 
required   Earn $400/weekly  customer-
shopperevaluator@live.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 
- $48 per hour / No Experience  Full 
Benefits / Paid Training  1-866-477-4953, 
Ext. 57  Now Hiring!!  

Home Workers Needed Now  Process 
Our Orders for $5 Per Envelope.  Guar-
anteed!  Start Immediately.  For Free 
Information Call 800-531-6828 or  Click  
WWW.HBPINFORMATION.COM

Investors – Outstanding and immediate 
returns in equipment leasing for oilfield 
industry. Immediate lease out. Tax ben-
efits and high returns. We need more 
equipment! 1-800-491-9029 

Movie Extras  Stand in the Background 
For Major Film Production. Earn up to 
$300/day. Experience Not Required. All 
looks needed. Speak to a Live Person. 
For Details  888/664-5279.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to $150 
per day.  Under cover Shoppers needed 
to judge retail and dining establishments  
Exp Not Re.  Call 1-888-601-4861

NOW HIRING:  Companies desperately 
need employees to assemble products 
at home.  No selling, any hours.  $500 
weekly potential.  Info. 1-985-646-1700  
DEPT. FL-820

PROCESS Mail From Home!  Pay 
Weekly!  Free Supplies!  Bonuses!  
Genuine Opportunity!  Start Immediately!  
Helping Homeworkers since 1992!  Call 
1-888-302-1512.  www.howtowork-
fromhome.com

Tampa Company seeking PT/FT Sales 
Representatives. Sell fundraising pro-
grams to schools. Sales, volunteer, 
teaching experience helpful. Paid train-
ing. Email resume to Dkline@Fundsrus.
net

$1380 weekly guaranteed.  Stuff enve-
lopes at home.  FT/PT.  No experience 
necessary.  Deposit required - refund-
able.  1-888-206-2616  

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money Down.  
No Credit check!  Call Now 1-888-270-
0372  

Bring the family! Sizzling Summer  
specials at Florida’s Best Beach, New 
Smyrna Beach.  See it at www.NSBFLA.
com/Specials  Or  Call 1-800-541-9621  

FARM LAND  LIQUIDATION!  2 Upstate 
NY Farms!  2 days only! Aug 6-7!  7 acres 
- $19,900. 10 acres - $29,900. Many fore-
closure priced parcels available!  Free 
gas & closing costs! (866)669-3063

GEORGIA LAND- FINAL LIQUIDATION 
SALE! 75% sold,  Beautiful 1acre-
20acres homesites starting @ $3750/
acre. Wonderful weather, low taxes, 
Augusta Area, (Washington County). 
Financing from $199/month.  Owner 
706-364-4200

MANATEE RIVER ACREAGE -  Approx 
2 acres, new well, septic & electric, 
500+ft. road frontage, canal in rear, 
$100,000. 2511 River Bend Dr. Ruskin, 
FL. Owner Financing 740-260-2282  

NORTH CAROLINA Bladen County - 
ABOUT 2 ACRES,  Beautiful wooded 
building tract, Near Tarheel, $12,900.  
Owner financing. 803-473-7125 

PORT ST LUCIE- PGA Village 4br/5ba, 
screened pool, 2 stories, granite coun-
ters, porcelain floors, crown molding, 
possible 5th bedroom +  bonus room/
additional garage, $544,000 Negotiable. 
772-468-8746 http://listingoptions.com/
slideshow/234405

TN LAND CLOSEOUT SALE- Smoky 
Mountains/ Cherokee Lake. Large selec-
tion: 1/2acre-1.18acre homesites. Lake 
views & access,  amenities.  Preview 
Aug. 13-14.  Sale Aug. 20-21. Starting 
@ $10,000. 1-877-644-4647; 865-599-
6550

20 ACRE LAND FORECLOSURES $0 
Down, Take Over $99/mo. Was $16,900 
Now $12,900! Near Growing El Paso 
Texas. Beautiful Views, Owner Financ-
ing, Money Back Guarantee. Free Color 
Brochure 1-800-843-7537 

Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers: 
Clinically proven all-natural supplement 
helps reduce pain and enhance mobil-
ity. Call 888-662-1941 to try Hydraflexin 
RISK-FREE for 90 days.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 90% 
on all your medication needs. Call Today 
888-372-6740 use Promo code save133 
for $25.00 off your first prescription and 
free shipping.

Local STD/HIV Testing  Did you know 
you can have an STD and show no 
symptoms?  Early detection and treat-
ment can prevent permanent damage? 
Highest levels of privacy and discretion.  
Call 1-888-587-0776

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg!! 40 
Pills+  4/FREE for only $99. #1 Male 
Enhancement, Discreet Shipping.    Only 
$2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now!  1-888-
797-9012

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not!  Top Dollar 
Paid.  We Come To You!  Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Grocery 
Coupons, NOAH’S ARC Support No 
Kill Shelters,  Research to Advance 
Veterinary Treatments  FREE TOWING, 
Tax Deductible, Non-Runners Accepted  
1-866-912-Give

DARE to DREAM now on You Tube  
Don’t miss his New Original “What About 
Us” . . . Also Missing You & It Might 
Be You  All Performed by Alex  www.
youtube.com/user/alextributes   

T&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo!  SAVE 
when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV 
and get up to $300 BACK! (Select 
plans).  Limited Time Call NOW! 1-877-
265-1754

875 TRadES
Roofers needed. Must speak English & 
have valid drivers license. Minimum 5yrs 
experience. Call 813-404-2022

813-645-4048
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STORAGE

HANDYMAN* PLUMBING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

ROOFING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

AUTO RENTALS

813-910-1111
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Seffner, Bradenton & Brandon locations

Auto & Van RENTALS
at DISCOUNT RATES

Starting from
$149.95/week

• No Credit Card Required •
Must be at least 21 and have current insurance

RENT TO OWN Option Available

AUTO REPAIRS

Lowest Price Guarantee

813-719-9128
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Auto Repair
MEGDYL

• Tires • Brakes • AC  
• Transmissions • 
and much more

Towing
Service

Available

FREE Auto Loaner with most Repairs!

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 30 Years Experience

®

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

PAINTING

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting
• Power Washing
• Drywall Repairs

• Preparing Homes For Sale
• Improving Curb Appeal
• Replacing Old Fixtures

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878

• Bonded • Insured

TOILETS

WINDOW CLEANING

WINDOW FILM

WINDOW
TINTING

by Jerry

(813) 621-7149

• Residential 
• Commercial • Auto

Serving all of the Tampa Bay area

(auto tinting done at 
1100 N. 50th St., Suite 4B)

Residential TECO Rates available

WINDOW TINTING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

813-766-1637
www.tint-one.com

• Solar • Impact • Security • Decorative 
• TECO Rebate

Residential Lifetime Warranty
since 1985

Commercial & Residential Tinting

20% OFF
any Heat Control Film

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans • 
Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 

Painting • Home Improvement`

Call for FREE Estimate
(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

Registered with SCC Community Association

We Fix It All!

CABINETS

Michael’s 
Custom Cabinets

813-245-2713

• Complete Remodel or 
Reface • Kitchen or Bath 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

• Build New Entertainment 
Center to fit Larger TVs

Mike Leeper, Owner
Business Owner 20+ Years

Vietnam Vet USMC

• 
Re

si
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 •

SEPTIC

HANDICAPPED 
TOILETS

(Comfort/Tall)

Call Frank
(813) 654-0123

Installed • 35 years experience
REASONABLY Priced

Complete Septic System 
and Pumping

Call  Rocky  (813) 917-2740  
or  Dean  (813) 917-2819

Office ( 813) 641-2775
WE  TANK YOU!

R&D Septic Inc.

Licensed & Insured
      SM0890137

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.
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J E N K I N S  H Y U N D A I  o f  B r a d e n t o n www.BradentonHyundai.com

RETHINK EVERYTHING
YOU KNOW ABOUT LUXURY CARS.
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1-855-704-9863
2503 1ST STREET EAST ON ALT 41  

SALE HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm • SUN Noon - 6pm  • SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30am-5:30pm • SAT 8am-3pm

JENKINS  
HYUNDAI  

BRADENTON

Manatee Ave. W/SR64
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41

DeSoto
Square Mall

75
INTERSTATE

State Road 70

Cortez Road

Exit 220 West

Exit 217B West

301

RED
BARN

1
s
t 

S
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e
e

t 
E

“Se Habla Español”  

All prices are plus tax, tag and are before any dealer installed options and include all available manufacturer rebates & incentives. † Lease down payment requirement: ’11 Elantra- $2799, ‘11 
Santa Fe - $2699, ‘11 Genesis Coupe - $2699, ’11 Sonata $3500,’11 Tucson - $2499, ’11 Genesis Sedan - $2698. All offers are with approved credit and some cannot be combined. *Expected range 
for most drivers, your actual mileage may vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. ◊ See us for details. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Advertised vehicles subject 
to prior sale. Programs subject to change without notice. Must finance thru Hyundai Motor Finances. • Comparable Models. ˚ Must present signed buyers order from accredited Hyundai Dealer 
on same model & equipment. ∆ $3000 guaranteed trade allowance cannot be combined with any other offers, offer only good on new vehicles. 

Low Price Guarantee We will beat any
other Hyundai dealer

or pay you $500 
˚

5 Years / 60,000 Mile
Bumper to Bumper Coverage

5 Year / Unlimited Miles
24 Hour Roadside Assistance

See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details.

JENKINS HYUNDAI of Bradenton

Three Sonatas Countless Possibilities!

2011 Sonata Hybrid

New Thinking
New Possibilities

2012 Sonata

2012 Sonata Turbo SE

Starting
As Low 
As...

PER
MO.*M

P
G

UP
TO35

M
P
G

UP
TO35

M
P
G

UP
TO40

#27403

#G0402F45

#37432F45

The 2011 Sonata Family  is  an  Overachiever in Power, MPG, Room & Safety
* On the 2011 Sonata Stk#27403 w/$3500 down

StartingStarting $169$169

Don Jenkins, Jr.
General Manager

#80422

2011 Genesis
Performance, Technology, 
Safety & Quality

M
P
G

UP
TO27

Lease
For...

$39936 Mo.
Lease†

$3000
Guaranteed  Trade  Allowance ∆

#62423

2011 Santa Fe
Rugged Capability, 
Comfort & Style

M
P
G

UP
TO29

Lease
For...

$29936 Mo.
Lease†

#83402

2011 Tucson
$4,000 Less Than RAV 4• M

P
G

UP
TO31

Lease
For...

$25936 Mo.
Lease†

#45413

5 Star Safety Ratings

0 %0 %
On Select Models◊
APR

THIS WEEK!

INTRODUCING THE 
ALL NEW REDESIGNED... More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =

More Savings!
2012 Elantra
All-New M

P
G

UP
TO40

Lease
For...

$12936 Mo.
Lease†

2012 Accent
M
P
G

UP
TO40

Affordable & Fuel Efficient

#C0303

2011 Genesis Coupe
Revolution In Design, 
Performance & Value

2011 Genesis Coupe2011 Genesis Coupe
M
P
G

UP
TO27

Lease
For...

$25936 Mo.
Lease†

#A0422

2011 Veracruz
M
P
G

UP
TO23

Buy
For...

$24,995
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Atlantis
Continued from page 1 ■

“Mission complete, Houston,” 
Ferguson said to Houston control. 
“After serving the world for 30 
years, the space shuttle has earned 
its place in history and has come to 
a final stop.”

Houston control confirmed the 
stop and thanked the Atlantis crew 
and the American people for a job 
well done.

“The space shuttle has changed 
the way we view the world and 
view the universe,” Ferguson re-
sponded. “There is a lot of emotion 
today, but one thing is indisput-
able: America is not going to stop 
exploring. Thank you, Columbia, 
Challenger, Discovery, Endeavour 
and our ship, Atlantis. Thank you 
for protecting us and for bringing 
this program to such a fitting end. 
God bless all of you and God bless 
the United States of America.”

The shuttle commander thanked 
Mission Control in Houston and 
concluded by saying, “We’re going 
to sign off here. It’s going to be 
hard, but we’re going to walk off 
Atlantis.”

Shortly after landing, emotions 
ran high as NASA administrators 
and shuttle program employees 
gathered around Atlantis before it 
was towed to the orbital processing 
facility where thousands of NASA 
employees were gathered to wel-
come the crew and shuttle home 
for the final time.

“Out on the runway, I found 
myself just taking in the beauty of 
the vehicle,” said NASA Shuttle 
Launch Director Mike Leinbach. 
“I took pictures of the vehicle and 
the workers; I asked for pictures to 
be taken of me with the vehicle. It 
was a family event out there today. 
It’s hard to describe the emotions. 
There were good emotions that we 

brought the crew home safely and 
sadness that it’s over. I saw grown 
men and grown women crying 
today — tears of joy, to be sure. 
Human emotions came out on the 
runway today, you couldn’t sup-
press it.”

For thousands of people work-
ing in the shuttle program, the 
landing meant an end to their jobs. 
In 2008, 15,000 people worked at 
KSC. That number is expected to 
decrease to 8,200 in the coming 
months; although NASA is predict-
ing the number will rise again to 
10,000 employees in the coming 
years to support new programs. 
The layoffs thus far have been 
almost exclusively NASA con-
tractors rather than government 
employees.

“I can’t say enough good things 
about the team at KSC and how 
they’ve performed these last few 
flights,” Kennedy Space Center 
Director Bob Cabana said. “When 
you consider that folks know they 
are going to be out of work here 
(tomorrow will be their last day) 
they’ve performed flawlessly, right 
up to the very end. I have extreme 
pride in each and every one of 
them.”

Cabana later added, “You can’t 
keep doing the same thing and 
expect something to change. In 
today’s times, we can’t afford to 
keep flying the space shuttle and 
still work on those future pro-
grams.”  

“I want to thank the space shuttle 
team for a tremendous effort, today 
and throughout the history of the 
program,” said NASA Associate 
Administrator of Space Operations 
Bill Gerstenmaier. “I recognize 
that change is very hard, but huge 
growth, huge improvement will 
come from change. They should be 
very proud of what they have done; 
they’ve accomplished everything 
we asked them to do.”

Gerstenmaier then said, “I’d 
also like to thank the nation for 
allowing us 30 years for the shuttle 
program. This is a tremendous ve-
hicle. As I stood out on the runway 
and stared at the vehicle, I thought 
about all of the systems and when 
they were designed back in the 70s, 
and it was a true marvel, looking 
at that machine out on the runway. 
It was a true marvel and it has al-
lowed us to do amazing things.”

Although the space shuttle pro-
gram ended the moment the wheels 
of Atlantis stopped on the runway, 
the legacy will live on, not only 
through the inspiration the program 
provided to millions of people 
around the world but also in its 
technological advancements, many 
of which are now part of everyday 
life. Research and development 
from the shuttle program have 
given the world everything from 
an improved form of LASIK eye 
surgery to a miniature, implant-
able heart pump that has extended 

or saved the lives of 450 people to 
date. The diversity of spinoffs from 
the program also ranges from home 
insulation that is many times more 
effective than fiberglass insulation 
to lens stabilization software that is 
incorporated into home video cam-
eras. Today there exist hundreds 
of products in health and medi-
cine, transportation, public safety, 
consumer electronics, computer 
technology, environmental conser-
vation, and industrial productivity, 
thanks exclusively to the space 
shuttle program.

The shuttle program has 
launched 355 individuals repre-
senting 16 countries into space. 
The five space probes (orbiters) 
in the program flew 541 million 
miles and orbited the earth more 
than 21,000 times. Shuttles docked 
nine times with the former Russian 
space station Mir and thirty-seven 
times with the International Space 
Station. Fourteen astronauts gave 
up their lives in the tragedies on 

Challenger in 1986 and Columbia 
in 2003. 

Today Atlantis is lined up behind 
Discovery and Endeavour, ready 
to be converted from spacecraft 
to museum pieces. Discovery will 
reside at the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s National Air and Space Mu-
seum and Endeavour will go to the 
California Science Center in Los 
Angeles. Atlantis, still fresh from 
her final mission, will remain in 
Florida at Kennedy Space Center 
and is expected to be on display at 
the visitor complex in 2013.

Although the shuttle era is over, 
NASA is committed to further 
space exploration beyond Earth’s 
orbit with the Orion capsule, still 
in development. Although Orion 
is not expected to launch before 
2016, Americans will return to 
space much sooner than that. 
NASA astronaut Dan Burbank is 
scheduled to lift off aboard a Rus-
sian Soyuz rocket bound for the 
ISS on Sept. 22.

NASA administrators and shuttle program employees gather around the Space Shuttle Atlantis, holding a banner 
commemorating the program’s final flight shortly after landing at Kennedy Space Center on Thursday. The banner 
includes mission badges from each of Atlantis’ 33 flights into space. Emotions ran high on the runway with employ-
ees celebrating the successful last mission while mourning the end of the program. Mitch traphagen photo
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