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Mitch Traphagen reports 
on the final mission of 
Atlantis, the future of 
spaceflight, and what it’s 
like to report on history in 
the making. See page 12

Proposed changes 
to Ruskin’s “Redneck 
Riviera” will be 
addressed on Saturday. 
Read Melody Jameson’s 
report on page 3

PRST STD
PAID

RUSKIN, FLORIDA 33570
PERMIT NO. 8

IN
S
ID

E
:

See GERONTOLOGY, page 2

Under sail
Whether it’s learning the basics of sailing or intermediate racing, youngsters in South County are 
fortunate to have the waterways, weather and instructors available to partake in these sports. Classes 
by TSS Youth Sailing are going on now. See more on page 28.
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Chamber of e-commerce
opens virtual doors to Ruskin 

By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net

RUSKIN — Based on buy local, sell global principles, a chamber of e-commerce has been launched here. 
The Ruskin Commongood Chamber of eCommerce, to help members do real business in the virtual world 

of the global internet, now is up and running at www.Ruskin-Florida.US, according to its creator, Fred 
Jacobsen. 

The purpose of the new chamber of e-commerce is assisting Ruskin businesses and entrepreneurs with 
growing their enterprises by using the internet to sell their goods and services worldwide, 

he said. This assistance will focus initially on optimizing at no charge each 
member’s individual website on the world wide web, Jacobsen said. 

The multi-page e-commerce virtual office also allows members to 
communicate through a blog, to list their businesses, to check out 

other local enterprises and to link to Ruskin-centric sites. 
A former president of the Ruskin Community Development 
Foundation and active supporter of several community 
organizations, Jacobsen said this week that he “feels strongly 
about the financial health of Ruskin and its people”; so 
strongly, he added, that he wants to encourage local business 
entities to think in terms of selling to a global audience while 
buying predominately in Ruskin. 

With merger of the former Ruskin chamber and the 
similarly constructed Apollo Beach business group to make 

See E-COMMERCE, page 15

New developments in 
elder care, research to 
affect South County 

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
SOUTH COUNTY — A new concept for learning about gerontology 

is being developed by Judith Nolasco, academic dean at Hillsborough 
Community College’s Ruskin campus. Gerontology is the scientific 
study of aging and its effects.

Originally Nolasco tried to create a program for people in the health 
care industry who take care of and/or work with the elderly. Her aim was 
to upgrade people in low-paying jobs to higher paying ones in a field that 

is growing by leaps and bounds.
With 7,000 Baby Boomers 

turning 65 every day for 19 years 
beginning in 2010 – a figure that 
was given to The Observer News 
in a quote from Patricia Suarez, a 
spokeswoman for the West Central 
Florida Area Agency on Aging 
Inc. earlier this year – there will be 
many centenarians in the next 40 
years. Many more than have ever 
been on earth at the same time 
before.

But the course didn’t get the 
sign-up Nolasco had hoped.

“It was non credit, and I suppose 
I I aimed for the wrong market,” she 

said in a telephone interview July 
8. 

Now she’s working on an idea to 
create a college-credit certificate 
course in gerontology that would 
carry a degree.

“It’s completely new ground,” 
she said. “This is just in the idea 
stage right now, but I see the 
need.”

Because Nolasco has not 
seen such a course being given 
elsewhere, it is difficult to know 
just what it should entail.

Four key points she stressed were 
health, wellness and nutrition; 
depression and grief loss in later 
years; cultural competency and 
communication; and ethical and 
legal issues in aging.

“The intent is to provide training 
that would enhance occupational 
knowledge of anyone working 
with the elderly,” she explained. 

“Not just in the health care industry but for everyone who deals with 
older people. People working in banks, stores or whatever may not have 
knowledge of how to deal with older persons.”

Reacting to and communicating with people of different cultures is an 
important piece of the picture, she said.

“Different cultural attributes mean different reactions,” she added.
An advisory board of area residents has been created to help with this 

task and meets occasionally.
“A lot would have to be done before anything like this could come 

Caring for 
caregivers is 
a top priority

By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
SOUTH COUNTY — Since 

attending a health fair in 
January 1998 Sun City Center 
resident Dolores Berens has 
made it her business to see 
that families coping with 
Alzheimer’s disease get help, 
support and relief.

Berens, who has collected 
so many community service 
awards it would be impossible 
to list them all here, contacted 
the Sun City Center Samaritan 
Services Alzheimer’s 
Association run by Doris 
Ragland and asked what she 
could do to help.

Since then, she has been 
active in all kinds of work 
connected with Alzheimer’s 
disease, including fundraisers, 
acting as director on the 
Samaritan Services board 
and serving as president of 
the Samaritan Alzheimer’s 
Respite Auxiliary. 

But she’s taken the cause 

See CAREGIVERS, page 6
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Get free access to any ATM, anywhere. Simply open 
a new Fifth Third Bank checking account by  
August 15, 2011, and not only won’t we charge you ATM 
fees, we’ll reimburse the fees other banks charge. 
Visit a Banking Center, call 1-877-579-5353, or go  
to 53.com/promo/freeatm.

No fees, no matter what  
ATM you use*.

*Fifth Third will automatically pay back any fees you incur from other banks for making deposits or withdrawals from 
their ATMs, up to 10 transactions per month. Fifth Third will not charge you a fee to withdraw or make a deposit at any 
other bank’s domestic ATM. ATM discounts apply to new Fifth Third checking accounts opened between June 6, 2011 and 
August 15, 2011. $50 minimum deposit to open a checking account. Returned check fees and overdraft fees apply to all 
checking accounts. Accounts closed within 180 days of opening will be charged $25. Offer subject to change without notice.  
Fifth Third Bank, Member FDIC.
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CLIP & SAVE

RSVP
2 days prior
to event to...

101 Trinity Lakes Dr. • Sun City Center, FL • SunTowersRetirement.com

Assisted Living 
Facility License 

#4991813-634-3347813-634-3347

UPCOMING JULY EVENTS
Thurs., July 14 • 2:30-4 p.m. • Edmond Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI mental 
health professional facilitates this support group for those suffering from de-
pression, loss or grief or are the caregiver of someone facing those issues. 
Supported by: South Shore Coalition on Mental Health & Aging and The United 
Methodist Church of Sun City Center.
Tues., July 19 • 2:30-3:30 p.m. • Join Katie Colwell Williams, MA, CMC 
from Aging Care Advocates for our Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Sup-
port Group. 
Wed., July 20 • 2:30-4 p.m. • Parkinson’s Support Group Marcia A. 
McCall, MTS, ret. Coordinator of Research Dept. of Neurology College of Medi-
cine USF, co-author 100 Questions & Answers about Parkinson’s will facilitate.
Thurs., July 21 • 2:30-3:30 p.m. • Low Vision Support Group: Alina 
Moser, RN, BSN, will facilitate. For those facing the challenges of low vision, this 
support group is a must! FREE, quick vision health questionnaire assessment.
Fri., July 22 • 2:30-4 p.m. • C.O.A.P. (Children of Aging Parents) is 
an ongoing support group for individuals who are assisting and/or caring for 
older, adult parents. Facilitated by Mimi Buderas, owner of Right At Home in-
home care and assistance. For information visit: www.caps4caregivers.org.
Wed., July 27 • 2:30-4 p.m. • Diabetes Support Group. Shelley Tan-
ner, R.N. from Angels Care Home Health facilitates this support group Everyday 
Basics of Diabetic Care. Open discussion, guest speakers and resources.

Thurs., July 28 11 a.m.-3 p.m. • Sun Towers’ HEALTH FAIR! While 
you visit the variety of booths, your golf cart can be detailed! Testing will 
be available for balance, congestive heart failure and blood work. 
Educational seminars by local physicians will be offered and 
vendors from major health care companies will be joining 
together to provide you with the resources to ensure good 
health. Please RSVP for this event to 813-634-3347.

Thur., July 28 • 2:30-4 p.m. • Edmond Dubreuil MSW, RCSWI mental 
health professional facilitates for those suffering from depression, loss or 
grief or are the caregiver of someone facing those issues. Supported by: South 
Shore Coalition for Mental Health & Aging and The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center.

about,” she explained. The board 
of directors (at HCC) would have 
to be consulted, and state agencies 
and licensing could become 
involved. 

This comes at a time when other 
area groups are also concentrating 
on how to deal with special 
problems of having more elderly 
in the population.

“Keeping them in their homes 
longer is always important,” Suarez 
said in April when interviewed 
about how to keep elderly people 
in-home instead of assisted living 
or nursing facilities.

Meanwhile, as the population 
ages, more and more people get 
some form of dementia, especially 
Alzheimer’s disease, said Dr. Eric 
Pfeiffer, former director of the 
Suncoast Gerontology Center at 
the University of South Florida. 

Material supplied by USF’s 
Byrd Alzheimer’s Institute says 
the institute is making great strides 
and hopes to have some major 
improvements for diagnosis and 
treatment of the disease by 2012.

These too should have a solid 
affect on residents of South County, 
Florida and beyond, Pfeiffer said.

According to Byrd Institute, 
5.3 million people annually are 
currently losing their memories 
and their lives to Alzheimer’s 
disease in the United States, and 
this number is expected to double, 
and possibly triple, by mid-century 
as increasing numbers of people 
live beyond their 80s and 90s.

Half of all people who reach age 
85 now develop the disease, which 
makes understanding its causes, 
diagnosis and treatment a serious 
problem, said Dr. Pfeiffer.

Since he has retired, Pfeiffer has 
written two books, one of which 

is titled “The Art of Caregiving 
in Alzheimer’s Disease,” which 
he considers a tremendously 
important topic.

“The four most important things 
I recommend for any caregiver 
are joining a caregiver’s support 
group; starting to share your 
responsibilities with someone else, 
which might require respite care 
(like taking your patient to day care 
a couple of times a week); taking 
care of yourself- getting rest and 
vacation and relief; and finding a 
definitive diagnosis and treatment 
for your loved one.”

Although the disease can’t be 
cured, it can be slowed with a 
combination of drugs, he said.

“I believe the best combination 
to be Aricept and Namenda,” he 
added. “Taken together I have seen 
many symptoms reduced and the 
progression slowed.”

Pfeiffer’s book may be obtained 
by emailing him at epfeiffe@
health.usf.edu.

Sabina Raymond of Cypress 
Creek Assisted Living who works 
with the local Alzheimer’s respite 
care group said putting a family 
member in day care on a regular 
basis, whether for a couple of 
days or a couple of months, gives 
caregivers a chance to recuperate.

“It can be very emotional. So 
many families can’t face the idea 
of doing anything that could be 
permanent. Often a lead comes 
from a doctor or from the caregiver 
himself, and once they see it’s 
not so bad in day care they don’t 
hesitate to use facilities geared to 
taking care of their loved ones,” 
Raymond said.

A recent interview with officials 
at South Bay Hospital showed 
many positions, including medical 

technicians and pharmacists have 
job openings now and are expected 
to have even more in the future. 

Between the new courses being 
drafted at HCC and the new 
studies at USF, South County 
could become a leader in caring 
for many as they enter their elder 
years.

People who want to find out more 
about courses currently available at 
HCC (remember: the gerontology 
courses are not yet in operation) 
may call 813-259-6150.

For more information about 
the Byrd Institute or its studies, 
research or programs, call 813-
974-5697. u

Gerontology
Continued from page 1 ■

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Angelita Martinez, a medical technician at Sun City Senior Living, 
takes time out to read to some of the people in the facility’s Memory 
Care Unit. Engaging people in a group activity is one way staff gets 
people to participate in the world around them.  



that he sees citizens regularly 
picking up and properly disposing 
of trash, and that he has done the 
same, in an effort to maintain the 
area. The three or four trash cans, 
some of them donated by citizens, 
he added, are emptied by county 
personnel twice each week. He 
said he also has seen patrolling 
deputy sheriffs in the area.

Asked how he would resolve 
the dilemma of providing public 
safety while still preserving 
public enjoyment of the riverfront, 
Flynn suggested street lighting 
to illuminate the area at night 
and more emphasis on a law 
enforcement presence. 

Margit Redlawsk sounded the 
same note as she described how 

much she and her husband value 
the river access from 24th Street. 
The Ruskin couple launch their jon 
boat and trolling motor at that point 
on the river at least once a week, 
she said, and then proceed up river 
to fish and to enjoy glimpses of the 
area wildlife in natural habitat. It 
is the only launch site available to 
them, she noted. More careful and 
continual patrolling of the area, 
Redlawsk added, would improve 
the situation. 

Major Ron Hartley, commander 
of the sheriff’s office district 4 
area encompassing all of the South 
County, said that deputies do patrol 
the 24th street sector and noted that 
there are two deputies assigned 
solely to work associated with 
county parks. Both are attached 
to the sheriff’s Falkenburg Road 
complex. They did not respond 
to a telephone inquiry from The 
Observer. 

Arthur “Mac” Miller, a Ruskin 

native, former military officer in 
charge of security planning and 
retired university professor, also 
has been raising an alarm about 
potentially eliminating the last 
public river access for boaters. 
Miller, who is both a RCDF 
board member and Camp Bayou 
volunteer, said he was not speaking 
for either organization but rather 
as a life-long local citizen when he 
began questioning feasibility of the 
parks department plan and raising 
the possibility of unintended 
negative consequences. 

Father of a young daughter, 
Miller frequently takes his family 
for a dip in the river swimming 
hole which has been popular with 
locals for at least a half century, he 
said. The site also is the last public 
launch point on the river available 
to more than two small boaters 
at a time, he added. “And I don’t 
think the public should have their 
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FREE
Melanoma / Skin Cancer
SCREENING
Don’t ignore that suspicious mole any longer....
Getting screened could save your life!!

The Skin Cancer Centers
Dermatology Associates
Michael G. Caruso, M.D. • Howard A. Oriba, M.D. • Leslee Baute, P.A.-C

Call for an appointment 813-634-1455

NOW OFFERING:
• Botox

• Juvederm
• Latisse

• Photo-Dynamic Therapy

Why us?
• Experience
• Reputation
• Dependability

Call or a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
1544 27th Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.BratesAluminum.com

Brate Built Construction Inc.
Certified Buiding Contractor Lic. #CBC1250631

• SUNROOMS
• SCREEN ROOMS

CASH
DISCOUNTS!

NO MONEY 
DOWN!!

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

Riverview Flea Market
34,000 sq. ft.

Air Conditioned
Accepting New Vendors

Low Monthly & Daily Rates

7415 Hwy. 301 S.
Riverview, FL 33578

813-671-9315
Hours:

Wed. - Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

BOOTH
SPECIAL

1/2 OFF
First 

Month’s 
Rent

mountcastleveincenters.com

SUN CITY CENTER  • “Healthy Legs Look and Feel Younger!”

FREE LEG SCREENING

813-634-1333

Concerns raised about proposed changes at river swimming hole
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
RUSKIN – Proposed changes 

designed for public safety at 
a “Redneck Riviera” here are 
generating questions, if not 
reddening some local necks. 

As a consequence, Hillsbor-
ough’s Parks, Recreation and Con-
servation Department has sched-
uled a meeting for Saturday in the 
area. 

Responding to complaints 
about drug use and unacceptable 
public behavior after dark on and 
around the north shore of the Little 
Manatee River at the foot of 24th 
Street S.E., the department drafted 
plans for a fenced parking area and 
a second gate across the roadway 
some 200 feet north of the 
riverfront. The plans are intended 
to encourage orderly parking of 
vehicles rather than leaving them 
haphazardly along the roadside 
and to provide more security by 
inhibiting vehicle access to the 
shoreline, particularly after dark. 

The proposal also would, 
however, require river users to 
hand carry their gear, including 
boats, the additional distance from 
the parking area to the water.

The site is a historic natural 
swimming hole – the sort of 
place frequently described by 
southerners as a “Redneck Riviera” 
- in the middle of acreage acquired 
as one of the county’s ELAPP 
(Environmental Lands Acquisition 
and Preservation Program) 
purchases. The property is bisected 
by the roadway, with the Camp 
Bayou Outdoor Learning Center 
located to the east and forested 
walking trails to the west. 

A June 30 article in The Observer 
outlined the new public safety 
provisions as well as detailed 
recent installation of a floating 
dock with built- in kayak and canoe 
launching features, along with two 
regulation handicapped parking 
pads, located within Camp Bayou 
and accessible only through the 
learning center’s 24th street gate. 
Camp Bayou currently is open for 

five hours during the middle of 
three days per week – Thursday 
through Saturday.

The outdoor learning center is 
manned solely by volunteers led 
by Dolly Cummings, its designated 
director, under management by the 
Ruskin Community Development 
Foundation (RCDF) which has 
a long term working agreement 
with Hillsborough County. Both 
the learning center and RCDF are 
not–for-profit operations with tax 
exemption status under the 501(c) 
3 section of the federal tax code and 
with the obligations accompanying 
the tax exemption. Cummings is 
a member of the RCDF board of 
directors. She did not respond to 
a telephone message from The 
Observer.

The situation has prompted a 
number of questions. Jim Flynn, a 
Wimauma area resident who picks 
up kayakers and canoe enthusiasts 
ending their river trips at the 
swimming hole, said he visits the 
24th street site four to five times 
each week. Making the area “less 
friendly to the public/users will 
only drive (legitimate) users away,” 
he told The Observer, adding that 
if he cannot use the riverfront at 
that point to pick up boaters, fewer 
“people will be coming into the 
area to spend money on food/gas/
etc.” 

Flynn questioned whether input 
had been sought from the actual 
users before plans for change were 
made. He noted that an existing 
gate at the northern border of 
the ELAPP property, originally 
designed to prohibit access to the 
area when closed, is unusable and 
suggested the circumstance could 
signal future conditions and costs 
for a second gate. 

He also asked whether Camp 
Bayou would be opened longer 
hours during more days each week 
so that the new floating dock could 
be used by the public, including 
handicapped boaters, or if it 
represents a $16,000 waste because 
access is so severely limited. 

Flynn pointed out, in addition, 

See LOCAL SWIMMING HOLE, page 7

melody jameson photo
Part of the citizen concern over proposed changes at the south end of 24th Street S.E centers on this 
new floating dock featuring easy use apparatus for handicapped canoe and kayak fans. The $16,000 
facility was installed recently a short distance up river from the swimming hole and can be accessed 
only through the Camp Bayou Outdoor Learning Center which is open just five hours each day during 
only three days of the week. 
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he was to have a job that let him 
pursue his dream.

Both Tim and Sam are now 
retired from the plant. Tim has 
cirrhosis of the liver, still drinks 
too much and tells a thousand sad 

stories of his years on 
the line. On the other 
hand, Sam has three 
farms totaling over 
1,200 acres and looks 
five years younger than 
he is. The difference is 
attitude. Gold mine or 
salt mine—it’s your 
choice.

Hodges is a nation-
ally recognized speaker, 

trainer and syndicated columnist. 
He also hosts an interview-format 
television program, Spotlight on 
Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. and Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. (Bright House chan-
nel 950, Verizon channel 30). The 
shows can also be viewed at www.
hodgesvideos.com. Phone: 813-
633-1523. Email: bill@billhodges.
com Website: www.billhodges.
com”

Your attitude will determine 
whether you work in a gold mine 
or a salt mine. I have two friends 
who both worked for a large auto-
motive manufacturer. Each went 
to work every day for almost 30 
years, but Sam worked 
in a gold mine and Tim, 
in a salt mine. Sam 
blessed the sunrise and 
Tim dreaded going to 
bed for fear that the sun 
would come up quicker. 
The funny thing was 
that they worked side by 
side most of their work-
ing days and did the 
same tasks.

Both Sam and Tim started their 
employment shortly after they 
returned from service in Vietnam. 
Each of them had a family to sup-
port and good jobs were hard to 
come by. Neither of them wanted 
to be an automotive assembly line 
worker, but when the positions 
were offered, they just could not 
pass up the good wages. “After 
all,” each of them thought, “I don’t 
have to stay here forever. It will be 
just until I get on my feet.” So, 
lunch boxes in hand, they reported 
for work. From the beginning, their 
attitudes made all the difference.

Tim’s dream was to become a 
portrait photographer and to own 
a studio. Before he went off to the 
army, he had dabbled in photog-
raphy. Several people told him he 
had a great eye for composition and 
lighting. He viewed his job at the 
plant as just a short side trip before 
he ventured off into business for 
himself. So what if the job wasn’t 
what he really wanted to do; it paid 
the bills and provided security for 
him, his wife and two little girls. In 
the beginning, each morning as he 
kissed his wife goodbye, he would 
leave her with the statement, “Well, 
I’m off to the salt mine.” At first, it 
was said somewhat lightheartedly 
but as time went on, it became—
at least in his mind—a statement 
of truth. With the birth of their 
third child, Tim lost all hope of 
ever getting out of the plant. He 
spent his days complaining about 
work conditions and his attitude 
grew darker and darker. He began 
to drink and blamed it on the job. 
When someone suggested that 
he could do some photography 
at night and on the weekends, he 
said that he was too exhausted to 
do that. And he was tired; carrying 
around that much bad attitude is a 
heavy  burden. 

Sam, on the other hand, also 
had a dream. He wanted to be a 
farmer, but you can’t be a farmer 
without land and equipment. Sam 
had neither and no money to buy 
them; but, like Tim, he did have a 
wife and two children who needed 
his support. Unlike Tim though, 
Sam saw the plant as the gold 
mine from which he could mine 
his dream. Out of each pay check, 
he and his wife set aside a small 
amount of money. In a little over 
four years, they had enough to 
make a down payment on a small 
farm. Over the years, the wages 
from the plant continued to pro-
vide money to buy equipment and 
livestock. During the rough times, 
when farm commodity prices were 
low, those same wages helped 
Sam not only get through, but to 
take advantage of the downturn 
and buy more property. During 
the days of tedium at the plant, he 
never complained because he was 
too busy thinking about what he 
was going to do next on the farm. 
He would always say how lucky 

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

Gold mine or salt mine -- 
it’s your choice

POSITIVE TALK

Two
Weekends!

Friday, July 15th at 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 16th at 1:30 & 7 p.m.

Friday, July 22nd at 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 23rd at 1:30 & 7 p.m.

Borini
Theatre at

Kings Point

side-splitting,
joyful comedy

Produced by
Special Arrangement

with Dramatists
Play Service, Inc.

Tickets $10 at Kings Point Box Office
or call Director Judy Branch at 746-1222 or order online at pelicanplayers.org

How cool is this: citizen volun teers for Hillsborough County  Animal 
Services have saved an  extra 750 unclaimed and endangered pets in a 
couple of short years. To nurture this spirit of support during summer’s 
sizzle, Hillsborough County Animal Services presents ‘Christmas in 
July’ from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, July 16 at the animal shelter 
(440  Falkenburg Rd., N. in Tampa).

The event will recruit volunteers, donations and foster homes for shel-
ter pets. Pet owners also will be able to get their questions answered for 
free about their own pets and have a chance to view hundreds of adopt-
able pets in  person. 

The shelter’s ‘Christmas in July’ event will offer something for 
 everyone. 

9  to 11:30 a.m: Meet Santa.  Mr. Claus spends summer helping dogs 
in Hillsborough County learn to be nice, instead of naughty. Bring a pic-
ture of your pooch and ask Santa-the-Trainer how to help your pet.

10 a.m. to noon: Adult Shelter Volunteer Orientation (age 18 and up) 
-- you can make a difference!  Reservations accepted by calling 612-
8416 or 612-5388.

12:30 to 2 p.m.: Ask-the-Vet with Dr. Bill Zingalie. Speak one-on-one 
with the amazing ‘Doc Z.’ Aspiring veterinary students can even tour the 
surgical suites at the shelter.

1 p.m. to 3 p.m.:  Transition-Foster pet parent sign-up for indi viduals, 
junior volunteers, and families. Save a life, and help  Animal Services 
without leaving your home.

Animal lovers are invited to stop by during this event, and all month, 
with gifts from the wish-list including: clean towels, canned pet food, 
training treats, and sturdy/waterproof toys for cats and dogs of all sizes. 
Rawhides are generally discouraged, while other toys for large-breed 
dogs are more preferred. Catnip and home-made ‘happy socks’ for 
felines (a favorite of scout troops) are also accepted.

Monetary donations of any amount are desperately needed to assist 
the sick and injured animals arriving daily to Animal Services. Cash 
and coin drives save lives in the balance, and checks may be written to 
‘Hillsborough County Animal Services’ with the words ‘medical fund’ 
on the memo line.

At the event, residents also will be able to learn more about and sign up 
for the life-saving Transition-Foster Program.

These volunteers provide temporary animal sheltering in their homes, 
to those animals whose time has run out in the County shelter. Most 
animals simply need a safe place to recuperate from a medical procedure 
in order to find their forever-home.Teen volunteers for the program (age 
16+) can even earn Bright  Futures hours without driving to the shelter 
daily! Naturally, parental participation and approval are required.

Transition-Foster pets are given any needed veterinary treatment and 
dog-training opportunities through the shelter. Pet food assist ance is also 
available.

Hillsborough County Animal Services will be open for normal opera-
tions during this special event, including pet adoptions, animal emer-
gencies, and lost-pet search from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (813) 744-5660 or log on www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
animalservices.

Be cool!  Support Hillsborough 
County Animal Shelter

America’s
Carwash

America’s
Oil Express

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RAIN CHECK: Bring in your receipt for any full 
service wash within 48 hours and receive an 

Express Wash for $1.00 (on same vehicle)

ANY FULL 
SERVICE 

WASH ONLY
With this coupon only. 

Not valid with other 
specials or discounts. 

$1.50 extra for vans and 
SUVs. 8/15/11

EXPRESS 
HAND WAX

Most vehicles. With this 
coupon only. Not valid 
with other specials or 
discounts. Additional 
charge for oversize 

vehicles. 8/15/11

FULL SERVICE OIL 
CHANGE

$6 OFF REG. PRICE OF $29.95
• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 9/15/11

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

Reg. Price $109.00 to $139.95
OEM SPEC FLUID

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 9/15/11

$2 OFF $3995 $2395
$2000 Off

GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301
No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

We can 
service 

nearly any 
car!

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

Now Featuring:
API SN-ILSAC 

GF-5 Oils!

Call your advertising 
representative today for 

more information

(813) 645-3111
www.ObserverNews.net

912 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin • (813) 649-9434
Directly across from Sweetbay

IS NOW

John Moore Floors



X • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT DATE, 20098 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT FEBRUARY 17, 2011FEBRUARY 10, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • 5JULY 14, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • 5

Ruskin BRanch LiBRaRy
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Craigslist: Introduction • July 14 • 3 p.m.
Learn how to become a member, browse, search, and buy items on 
Craigslist. Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended.

Craigslist: Listing & Selling • July 15 • 3 p.m.
Learn how to create a listing, and sell items on Craigslist.

Basic mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended.

Windows-7: Introduction • July 21 • 3 p.m.
Learn the parts of a window, how to navigate in the

Windows environment, and file management.

Windows-7: Control Panel, Files and CDs • July 22 • 3 p.m.
Learn what can be done through the Control Panel, how to

install and remove software, and run a disk cleanup.

eBooks: Introduction • July 26 • 3 p.m.
Learn what hardware and software is required

to download eBooks from our library.

Office 2010 • July 28 • 3 p.m.
If you have used Office 2002 or 2003, you will notice
differences in the layout of the Office 2010 screens.

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

IN UNIFORM

Miguel C. Franco
Navy Seaman Miguel C. Franco, 

son of Frances M. and Julio A. 
Franco of Apollo Beach, recently 
completed U.S. Navy basic train-
ing at Recruit Training Command, 
Great Lakes, IL. 

During the eight-week program, 
Franco completed a variety of 
training which included classroom 
study and practical instruction on 
naval customs, first aid, firefight-
ing, water safety and survival, 
and shipboard and aircraft safety. 
An emphasis was also placed on 
 physical fitness. 

 The capstone event of boot 
camp is ‘Battle Stations.’ This 
 exercise gives recruits the skills 
and confidence they need to suc-
ceed in the fleet. ‘Battle Stations’ 
is designed to galvanize the  basic 
warrior attributes of sacrifice, 
dedication, teamwork and en-
durance in each recruit through 
the practical  application of basic 
Navy skills and the core values of 
 Honor, Courage and Commitment. 
Its  distinctly ‘Navy’ flavor was 
 designed to take into account what 
it means to be a Sailor.   

Weight Watchers to hold open house
The new Weight Watchers center is holding a ‘Slimmer Summer’ Open 

House from noon to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 23 at 10629 Big Bend 
Road, behind Panera Bread.

The goal of the open house is to attract and enroll new members and to 
bring back lapsed members.

There will be enrollment specials, a raffle and prizes. There will also be 
product demos and smoothie tastings.

For more information, call the center at (813) 672-0902.
 

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & Animal Sanctuary, Inc. offers horseback 
rides to people with no prior riding experience or age limit for a $25 
 donation per person per hour, benefiting all the animals at the sanctuary.

Riding takes place at Napier’s 
Wingate Wilderness, 4957 Wing-
ate Rd., in Myakka City. All rides 
are by appointment. Call (941) 
750-8185 to set up a day and time 
or visit www.NapierFamilyFarm.
com.

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & 
Animal Sanctuary, Inc. is a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3) no-kill Florida cor-
poration that provides loving adop-
tive homes or permanent homes to 
needy animals.

Located in east Manatee Coun-
ty, 100 percent of donations go to 
 caring for the animals and are tax 
deductible as allowed by law. Cash 
donations or WalMart and Tractor 
Supply gift cards may be mailed to: 
Horse & Animal Sanctuary, 20010 
East S.R. 64, Bradenton, FL 34212. 
Credit card donations may be made 

on the link on the website or cash donations may be made at any Bank 
of America in care of the Horse & Animal Sanctuary fundraiser account. 
For more information, visit www.NapierFamilyFarm.com or call (941) 
750-8185.

No-kill shelter offers horseback rides

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & 
 Animal Sanctuary Inc. offers 
horseback riding. 

Kids’ Program/Event Highlights
Week of July 17 to 23

Toddler Time 
Tuesday, July 19 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m. 

For ages 2-3 years with a caregiver. Stories, finger plays 
and songs make up this fun 20-minute program.

Story Time  
Tuesday, July 19 • 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

For ages 3-5 years. Stories, finger plays and songs make up 
this fun 30-minute program.

Playin’ Around* 
Tuesday, July 19 • 2 to 3 p.m. 

For grades K-5. Score! Touchdown! What’s your favorite game 
to play? What kind of games do children play in other countries? 

Journey through the world with us as we learn about games 
and having fun. Groups must register in advance, call 273-3652. 

Baby Time 
Wednesday, July 20 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. 

For ages 0-24 months with a caregiver. Share books, rhymes, songs, 
games and quality time together while instilling a love of reading 

and regular library visits  in this 20-minute program.

Toddler Time 
Wednesday, July 20 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m. 

For ages 2-3 years with a caregiver. Stories, finger plays 
and songs make up this fun 20-minute program.

Story Time 
Wednesday, July 20 • 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

For ages 3-5 years. Stories, finger plays and songs 
make up this fun 30-minute program.

Tampa Taiko Japanese Drumming* 
Wednesday, July 20 • 2 to 3 p.m. and 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

For grades K-5. Learn the culture and history of Taiko drumming. 
Groups must register in advance, call 273-3652. 

The Amazing Race* 
Thursday, July 21 • 3 to 5:30 p.m. 

For teens in grades 6-12. Race around the world, find the clues, 
and complete the tasks in this video scavenger hunt. See if you 

and your team will win the Amazing Race! 

Teen Night: Anime Club* 
Thursday, July 21 • 5 to 8 p.m. 

For middle and high school students. Come join us for an evening 
of Anime and Manga! Spend some time with other kids who love 

to read Japanese Manga and watch Anime straight from Japan! 

Bedtime Stories 
Thursday, July 21 • 7 to 7:30 p.m. 

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading a family affair. 
Children may wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly 
toy for stories, songs and activities during this 30-minute program.

*Free event funded by the Friends of the SouthShore Library

southshoRe RegionaL LiBRaRy 
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

Mark 
OShaughnessy 
at River of Life

Riverview musician Mark 
 OShaughnessy who has written 
and produced his own collection 
of music on CD, is now playing 
at the River of Life Christian 
Center at 6605 Krycul Ave., 
Riverview.

Students from the age of 5 to 50, Judoka (Judo Students) from T-N-T 
Academy of Judo, came on strong and represented Riverview on June 
23 as a powerhouse in Judo in Hillsborough County and the State of 
Florida. 

One of the largest teams fielded to compete at the Sunshine State 
Games in Lakeland on June 18 and 19; they gave their all and made their 
Sensei Scott Ferry very proud. 

The T-N-T team included Peyton Nisy 5 (1st), Royal Brill 5 (2nd), 
Darrell (Luke) Brill 6 (1st), Erin Miller 7 (1st), Dylan Rickman 8, Evan 
Miller 10 (3rd) Gabrielle Otterness 10 (2nd), Emily Naylor 12 (1st), Ki-
ana Lassalle 12 (1st), Jessica Guidry 14 (2nd), Jason Huertas 15 (1st 
Juniors, 3rd Seniors), Brad Thompson (3rd Seniors), Mike Lynch (4th 
Seniors), Mark Williams (3rd Seniors), and Kurt Huertas (1st) compet-
ing in the Masters Division. 

There were some awesome matches this year. Some of the newer 
 Judoka really stepped up and showed their skills. All the students from 
the after-school program, the Brills and the Millers, were able to make it 
to the podium, with this event being only their second tournament.

 Some of the Judoka walked away with a Gold and others who fought 
against Black Belts earned every ounce of their 3rd place Bronze medals 
in an exciting fashion. The female Judoka were outstanding at this event 
as well. An additional honor and a great surprise to all in attendance, 
 Peyton Nisy (5 years old) was awarded ‘Outstanding Judoka  Junior Male’ 
of the event as he impressed the officials with his poise and  abilities. 

Riverview Jadoka strong at 
Sunshine Games
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The edge you need to finally lose weight.
Introducing Weight Watchers®

PointsPlus® program.

Check Out a Meeting for FREE*
1 800 379-5757
WeightWatchers.com
*A Free meeting visit is available year-round. The Free meeting does not include Program materials. If you decide to join, you will get the first 
week’s Program materials and pay the fees then in effect to join.
Available in participating areas only.
©2011 Weight Watchers International, Inc., owner of the WEIGHT WATCHERS and PointsPlus registered trademarks. All rights reserved.

Come see what all the EXCITEMENT is about at our
WEIGHT WATCHERS location:

10629 Big Bend Road • Riverview, FL 33579

Free Registration at this location until July 30th!!!!

HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Trusted by Physicians & Patients Alike

to the public as well, bringing 
together the people who work 
in the health care industry that 
come in contact with Alzheimer’s 

through the airports in a 
wheelchair to her own home 
where she and her husband give 
her 24-hour care.

“She has not been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s, but sometimes 
she’s forgetful. She needs care 
though,” Anderson said.

Anderson said that once her 
aunt got in the home environment, 
her health- and her mental 
capacities- got better and better 
until one day, the Hospice 
workers said they would be 
leaving. “They said they were 
needed more in other places,” said 
Anderson.

Hospice usually becomes 
involved in life-limiting illnesses 
where patients are not expected 
to get better. In past interviews 
with the organization I have been 
told they usually intervene at 
the request of clergy or medical 
personnel in what are usually a 
part of the last 12 months of a 
patient’s life.

As Strickland improved, 
Anderson saw that there could be 
many years of care ahead.

“I was apprehensive about 
putting Auntie anywhere even 
for the day,” Anderson said. “But 
when I went there (she used Sun 
City Senior Living but there 
are many good places in South 
County) and saw how they loved 
on the people in that unit my 
whole perspective changed.”

Anderson said she left her aunt 
there for a few hours of day care, 
and that convinced her she was 
safe to stay while she and her 
husband took a well-deserved 
five-day vacation.

“I was at peace about Auntie 
after watching how they’re cared 
for. Now she goes to day care 
occasionally too which gives me 
a few hours to get things done. I 
am so impressed by everything- 
including the food.”

Berens wants to make this type 
of break possible for many others.

“While we occasionally give 
to research, we think most of our 
fundraising should go locally to 
help caregivers with respite care,” 
Berens said. “We want to make 
our events fun and successful, and 
extend the respite hours we are 
able to provide.”

“This is a lifeline to someone 
who can be drowning,” said Dr. 
Eric Pfeiffer, former director of 
the Suncoast Gerontology Center 
at the University of South Florida. 
“People who don’t get care can’t 
give care.”

It’s like taking the oxygen from 
the mask yourself before putting it 
on a child or other helpless loved 
one in an airplane, he explained.

“Respite is a wonderful and 
much-needed service, and the 
group down there (South County) 
is providing an important piece of 
the Alzheimer’s puzzle.” u

Caregivers
Continued from page 1 ■

patients and their families on a 
day-to-day basis.

While Ragland remains in 
charge of the Alzheimer’s Support 

Group, Berens has gathered a 
dedicated Auxiliary Committee 
composed of the heads of local 
assisted living communities 
and nursing care facilities and 

members of the community who 
want to help.

At first, all the money they 
raised went to Tampa for research 
through the local branch of the 
National Alzheimer’s Association, 
but after meeting the leaders from 
the health care industry, Berens 
changed her focus.

“I could see the caregivers who 
live here locally needed relief,” 
she told me in an interview at 
Samaritan Services last week. 
“There are times when they have 
to go into the hospital, or take 
a vacation, or just run errands. 
Taking care of a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s is a 24/7 job.”

And with that thought, the 
Alzheimer’s Respite Care group 
was formed.

Help came from a variety of 
sources.

“Hanson Services and Comfort 
Keepers have been with me from 
the start,” Berens said. “And 
Connie Lesko at Freedom Plaza 
and Bev Hurley at Homewood 
have been a big help, as have so 
many others.”

Plans for the coming year’s 
events are already in the works 
with Hangovers consignment 
shop in Apollo Beach providing 
fashions for a show Nov. 3 at 
noon at Freedom Plaza. Last year 
a similar event brought in $2,600 
Berens said.

Another event now in the 
planning stage is an all-day 
education seminar at the Sun 
City Center Community Hall, 
1910 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., Feb. 
12, 2012 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Alzheimer’s where nurses 
will take care of patients while 
caregivers and those who want to 
learn more about the illness learn 
about various techniques, research 
and support that can help them. 

This free event has been held 
in past years and hosted between 
200 and 300 people each time. 
It includes a complimentary 
breakfast and lunch and many 
expert speakers from across 
the country and from the 
University of South Florida Byrd 
Alzheimer’s institute.

The main thing that comes 
about from these events is that 
the Auxiliary is able to provide 
a choice of three gifts to some 
caregivers: either 50 free hours 
of in-home care; 50 hours of day 
care in a facility; or a full week’s 
stay at a facility so the caregiver 
can get away for a vacation or 
other purpose.

The Auxiliary does not actively 
solicit funds, but may receive 
donations from individuals, 
groups or from fundraisers held 
for its benefit.

Claudine Leger of Sun City 
Senior Living had a fundraiser 
and seminar recently and brought 
in experts from as far away as 
California to speak also.        

Leger was able to provide a 
family member who, although 
she did not use the respite service 
of the local group, was able to 
explain what taking a break from 
around-the clock care meant to 
her.

“Auntie lived by herself until 
she broke a hip and it wasn’t 
healing,” Sherry Anderson said. 

Anderson’s aunt, Alberta 
Strickland, now 101, has been 
with Anderson and her husband 
for three years.

One day someone in Mississippi 
where her aunt lived called and 
told her she wasn’t getting any 
better and could not be released 
from the hospital to live by 
herself.

So Anderson brought her 

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Dolores Berens, president of 
the Sun City Center Samaritan 
Services Alzheimer’s Auxiliary 
Committee, talks about the 
events and supports planned 
for the coming year.
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access to the last convenient site 
so severely limited,” he asserted. 

The retired professor told The 
Observer this week he has heard 
criticism in recent days about use 
of the term “Redneck Riviera” 
in connection with the river 
site, based on assumptions the 
phrase is intended to be insulting. 
Actually, “Redneck Riviera” is an 
“honorific” among southerners 
who understand its definition, he 
pointed out, a term of affection. 
It refers to recreational places off 
the beaten path which constitute 
informal, unpretentious, non-
resort-like gathering spots. Another 
example of a popular “Redneck 
Riviera” is the Myakka River State 
Park with its rustic cabins, long 
riverfront and untouched forest. 
Still others are found in North 
Florida, he added, suggesting 
that the Little Manatee River 
swimming hole qualifies as a true 
“Redneck Riviera.” 

 Miller also questioned whether a 
catchment area should be required 
in connection with the parks 
department’s planned parking 
lot and whether an archeological 
survey would be done prior to 
disturbing the area for the parking 
facility construction. However, 
rather than cutting off access to the 
river for many day-time users with 
a second gate, he added, repairing 
and arranging daily opening/
closing of the existing gate might 
be a better investment. In addition, 
a neighborhood watch might be 
instituted, he noted.

 These are issues he may be 
able to raise during the Saturday 
meeting. Miller said he was advised 
last week by Ross Dickerson, a 
conservation section manager, 
that the session is set for 11 AM in 
Camp Bayou. 

 The Observer tried but was 
unable to confirm the meeting 
before deadline. ELAPP Manager 
Forest Turbiville was scheduled to 
be out of the office for most of the 
week. Dickerson, out of the office 
much of last week, was unavailable 
until Tuesday. Ken Bradshaw, 

Local swimming hole
Continued from page 3 ■

SPECIAL FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

DOVE INTERIORS     CARPET ONE FLOOR
& HOME

2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL
(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) • www.doveinteriors.hdwfg.com

813-645-8660
HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9 A.M.-5 P.M. • SAT. 10 A.M.-2 P.M.

CLOSED SUNDAY * Evenings by appointment

®

THE SOFTER, STRONGER CARPET.

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

JC Penney Express NOW OPEN • Order Placement • Returns • Pick Ups • Exchanges • Gift Cards • Credit Payments

FREE Pre-Measures 
And  Estimates

FREEBUY ONE
GET ONE

Ask About Our Healthier 
Living Installation For A 
Cleaner, Healthier Home.

 

OUR NATIONAL
BUYING POWER 
MEANS YOU SAVE 

FOX LAKE
Soft and beautiful,
complements virtually 
any decor. $149

materials only
S.F.

YOUR PRICE

Regular Price $2.99
DISCOUNT REFLECTED IN SALE PRICE

PARK FALLS
Enjoy casual comfort 
and a beautiful, 
distinctive look.  $199

materials only
S.F.

YOUR PRICE

Regular Price $3.99
DISCOUNT REFLECTED IN SALE PRICE

Visit CarpetOne.com/Tigressa

MILL HAS EXTENDED THEIR SALE!

BUY ONE SQUARE FOOT OF SELECT TIGRESSÁ CARPET AND GET ONE FREE

We’ve gone direct to the factory and negotiated 
unbelievable pricing on select styles of Tigressá carpet.

BONUS! Select Hardwood & 
Laminate ON SALE!

We promise you’ll love the 
way your new floor looks, 
or we’ll replace it FREE – 
including installation!  

also working in the conservation 
section, referred The Observer to 
Richard Sullivan, conservation 
area manager at Cockroach Bay, 
who said he had no knowledge of 
the situation and could only refer to 
Dickerson, who was unavailable. 
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

The Observer News 

CARRIER OF THE WEEK

Frank and Edith Blaszczak, what a great husband and wife team! 
Together they deliver all of Kings Point (a requested delivery com-
munity) on their golf cart. They have been with The Observer News 
for seven years. Frank was in banking when he first started with us. 
They do a terrific job every week. Thanks Frank and Edith.
PS: Our readers are as loyal as our carriers. Last week when Edith’s 
delivery list blew out of the golf cart, a Kings Point resident called 
our office to let us know. Edith appreciated that very much!

 BUSINESS NEWS

The Dog House & More opens in Ruskin
The public is invited to stop by the area’s newest outdoor roadside 

restaurant located at 204 W. Shellpoint Road (between 2nd and 3rd St.) 
in Ruskin.

Owner and cook Lisa Csiki was a prior outdoor restaurant owner in 
Chaplin, Conn. for seven years. 

The menu consists of Angus all-beef hot dogs, 100 percent ground 
chuck burgers, shaved steak Philly cheesesteaks, sausage, pepper and 
onions, chicken breast, and of course fresh seafood including clam strips, 
shrimp and fish. Hot buttered lobster rolls are offered Thursday through 
Saturday (until sold out). 

Sides include skin-on fries, jumbo onion rings, sweet potato fries, cole-
slaw and potato salad. 

Lisa’s homemade all beef chili, New England clam chowder, turkey 
burgers and tartar sauce are just some of her specialties. Don’t forget the 
ice cream for desert! Cones, dishes and sundaes are available along with 
milkshakes and root beer floats for those hot summer days and nights. 

All her food is cooked fresh to order with the seafood being hand 
breaded and lightly fried or for the weight conscience fish and shrimp 
can be grilled to order. Picnic tables are available on-site for outdoor 
dining. You can call ahead to 813-419-4325 and have your order ready 
when you arrive. Free T-shirts are being given out to all customers while 
they last. Lisa looks forward to serving the public with some of the fresh-
est food Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Grills are shut off 15 minutes prior to closing time.

Melody JaMeson photo
With no diving boards, water slides or foot ladders and certainly 
less chemicals than a pool, this Little Manatee River swimming hole 
at the foot of 24th Street S.E. qualifies as a real “Redneck Riviera,” a 
term often given cherished but unadorned and out-of-the-way recre-
ation spots by many southerners. Hillsborough County has drafted 
a plan to enhance public safety that also could eliminate the site for 
boat launching by some locals, a plan that may draw fire during a 
prospective meeting Saturday.
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TECH TALK

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Board Certified Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Brandi Broughton, PA-C

Offering Botox, Restylane and various cosmetic 
products and services

Physician of
the Year
2005

Same Day Appointments • FREE Skin Screening

6322 U.S. Highway 301 • Riverview
813-880-7546

Insurance accepted: Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, and many more

Sun City Center

Permanent Makeup
~ Eyebrows, Liner and Lips ~

813-562-7485

Dear Savvy Senior,
What can you tell me about 

chair exercises for seniors? I have 
some balance problems along with 
 arth ritis in my left knee which  limits 
my mobility. A friend rec-
ommended chair exer-
cises as a good way to get 
moving but I don’t know 
where to start. What can 
you tell me?

Sedentary Senior
 
Dear Sedentary,
For seniors with balance 

problems or other health 
conditions that restrict 
their mobility, chair exercises are 
a gentle and safe way to shape up 
while you’re sitting down. Here’s 
what you should know, along with 
some tools and resources to help 
get you started.
Chair Exercises

Many people find it hard to 
 believe, but the health benefits of 
chair exercises can be significant 
for seniors. Chair exercises can 
help you build muscle strength 
and endurance, improve your flex-
ibility and balance, and boost your 
circulation and metabolism.

Your doctor or physical thera-
pist can be great resources to help 
you learn more. All you need is a 
sturdy, four-legged chair that sits 
flat on the floor. Don’t use a rock-
ing chair or a large cushioned chair 
that doesn’t provide support.

To get you started, there are lots 
of great instructional DVDs, VHS 
tapes and books you can purchase 
to guide you through a wide vari-
ety of chair exercises that you can 
do at home. To find these products 
try websites like Sit And Be Fit 
(sitandbefit.org, 888-678-9438), a 
non-profit organization that has a 
chair exercise television program 
on many PBS stations around the 
country, and sells dozens of DVDs, 
videotapes, CDs and books on dif-
ferent exercise programs depend-
ing on your needs and ailments. 

 Another great chair fitness 
 option you should check into is 
“chair yoga,” which is ideal for 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

improving your flexibility and 
range-of-motion. Some good 
resources for finding chair yoga 
instructional videos and DVDs are 
yogaheart.com, peggycappy.com 

and strongerseniors.
com which also offers 
chair exercise DVDs.

Also see Chair 
Dancing International 
(chairdancing.com, 
800-551-4386), a 
company that offers a 
variety of chair exer-
cise videos that incor-
porates gentle no-
impact dance moves 

into their routines. 
Group Classes

If you don’t like exercising alone 
or need some motivation, call you 
local senior center to see if they 
may offer chair exercise classes 
– many do. Or, consider joining 
SilverSneakers (silversneakers.
com, 888-423-4632) or Silver&Fit 
(www.silverandfit.com, 877-427-
4788). These are fitness programs 
offered in fitness centers, gyms 
and YMCAs throughout the U.S. 
that offer special exercise classes 
designed exclusively for seniors 
including chair exercisers.
Exercise Equipment

There are also several pieces of 
equipment you might want to pur-
chase to enhance your chair exer-
cises. To boost your circulation, 
balance and leg strength consider a 
pedal exerciser (prices range from 
$25 to over $100), which will give 
you a bicycle-type workout from 
your chair. It can also be set on a 
table to exercise your arms. The 
Sit-N-Stroll Portable Foot Exer-
ciser is another handy tool for 
stimulating leg circulation.

And for chair strength training 
exercises, there are elastic bands, 
small hand weights and medicine 
balls you can purchase for around 
$10 that provide muscle toning 
resistance. You can find all these 
products at sporting goods stores, 
or online at amazon.com. Cans of 
soup, water bottles or milk con-
tainers filled with water or sand 

could also be used (like small hand 
weights) for resistance training.

Another great strength training 
tool you should know about is the 
Resistance Chair (it costs $280). 
This is an all-in-one home fitness 
system that helps senior’s main-
tain and improve their strength 
from a safe, seated position. To 
learn more see vqactioncare.com 
or call 800-585-4920.

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
Savvy Senior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

How seniors can shape up while sitting down
THE SAVVY SENIOR South Shore Singles meet at The Alley 

in Riverview
The South Shore Senior Singles group will meet from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

on Sunday, July 24 at The Alley in Riverview for open bowling, then 
meet at Applebee’s (across from The Alley) for dinner afterward. For 
more information, or make a reservation, call Alice at (216) 577-2278 
(cell), or Patti at (813) 634-7171.

The South Shore Senior Singles group was organized for those age 
50+, for all the South Shore area, which includes Riverview, Sun City 
Center, Apollo Beach, 
Gibsonton, Ruskin, and 
Brandon, to provide non-
threatening atmos phere 
for singles to meet and 
have fun. 

The group meets once 
a month at The Alley for 
bowling and fun (fourth 
Sunday of each month); 
a local restaurant for 
dining and dancing; and 
other fun events.
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Feline Folks will 
conduct low-cost 
spay/neuter clinic 

Operation Feline Fix (OFF) for 
free-roaming cats will be held on 
Saturday, July 16 at C.A.R.E in 
Ruskin.

Cats or kittens must weigh 4 
pounds and be at least 4 months 
old to qualify for the reduced $10 
fee. No soft-sided carriers allowed. 
Only one cat per trap or hard-sided 
carrier.

Reservations are required. Call 
(813) 633-7302. Drop-off time at 
C.A.R.E. is 7:30 a.m. Pickup time 
is 2:30 p.m. 

raped and impregnated twice by 
her captor, and who raised the 

two children in the 
back yard. She is now 
a grown woman, with 
two ‘home schooled’ 
smart daughters, 
reclaiming her life 
and moving on with 
the most amazing atti-
tude. It humbled me. It 
made me feel ashamed 
for last week’s tirade 
over cat puke. If this 

woman could not just survive but 
thrive after her 18-year nightmare, 
she had just jumped to the top of 
my Most Inspiring and Awesome 
Women list.

We all have spells in our lives 
when we feel overwhelmed by 
even the most minor of things. 
Whenever I would have one of 
these moments, my mother would 
ask me if the incident passed the 
‘burnt toast test.’ Is this some-
thing that will have lasting conse-
quences to my life or is it simply 
burnt toast? If it’s the former, then 
figure out your strategy and deal 
with it best you can. If it’s burnt 
toast, build yourself a bridge and 
get over it.

So now when the car in front of 
me goes so slow I miss the green 
light, or when the ringing phone 
keeps derailing my train of thought 
when I’m trying to write this col-
umn, I stop, take a deep breath, 
and ask myself two questions: Is 
it burnt toast? If the answer is no, 
then the second question is ‘What 
would Jaycee do?’

I know the first thing she’d do is 
change the brand of cat food she 
buys.

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Last week as I was dressing in 
the dark for work (Husband sleeps 
later than I do), groping 
around in the closet for 
shoes. Having dressed 
this way for years, I kinda 
know the different pairs 
by feel. Once I found the 
pair to match my outfit, 
I shoved my foot inside 
only to feel warm, lumpy 
goop squish between my 
toes.

I knew immediately 
what it was. One of the cats had 
barfed onto my sandal. I was 
livid. My loud swearing woke up 
Husband, I ended up arriving at 
the Chamber later than normal, 
and was generally in a foul mood 
for most of the morning.

It wasn’t until a friend of mine 
stopped by on her lunch hour, 
complete with wide smile and a 
warm hug, that I started to come 
out of my self-imposed slump. 
This friend has been going through 
a personal nightmare that would 
have sent most people to the pad-
ded room, but here she was, not 
just persevering, but actually in a 
really terrific frame of mind. She 
brightened my day immediately.

Last night, I watched the Diane 
Sawyer special interview with 
Jaycee Dugard, the woman who 
was kidnapped at the age of 11, 

Lady Chameleon opens in Ruskin
Lynn Wise, owner of the Lady Chameleon Boutique, would like to 

announce the opening of the new Ladies’ Specialty and Accessories 
Boutique located at the former Southern Grace shop at 301 U.S. Hwy. 41 
in Ruskin. This is the second location for Lady Chameleon in the South 
Shore area. Sandra Grenier manages the Lady Chameleon at Winthrop 
Crossings in Riverview.

The Ruskin location has been remodeled and will offer ladies’  specialty 
items, accessories, and gifts. Lady Chameleon specializes in interchange-
able accessories and features the Miche Handbag. Other products are 
Tyler candles, Viva Beads, and Kameleon Jewelry. Plans are in process 
to offer a monthly marketplace and an event room at the Ruskin location. 
The event room will be available for group meetings and catering for 
small events for a reasonable fee.

The Ruskin location also will be the offices for Premier Accessories 
Group, an authorized Miche Bag distributor for the Greater Tampa, 
Sarasota, Manatee, and Orlando areas. Premier will conduct sales meet-
ings, sales training, and special customer events at this location.

 Lady Chameleon hours are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday-Friday, 
and from 10 a.m to 3 p.m. on Saturday.  Brenda Trevino is the store man-
ager and loves her customers. Stop in and see Brenda, their new look, 
and new product lines. The new phone number is (813) 645-1964. 

 

O Tannenbaum
Ruskin Elementary School PTA 

will be hosting its annual multi-
cultural Festival of Trees on Dec. 
3. If your business or organiza-
tion would like to participate, you 
could donate an artificial deco-
rated Christmas tree that will be 
auctioned off, or a 
themed basket for 
the raffle.

They are also 
looking for bake 
sale items and enter-
tainers. If you are a 
crafter, you may set 
up a  table and donate a percentage 
of your sales to the Festival.

The money raised will be used 
to help pay for the students’ edu-
cational field trips. If you wish to 
participate or have any questions, 
contact Cheryl Jones at (813) 634-
8019 or Cheryll.Jones@SDHC.
K12.FL.US.

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: Proper weight management of your dog 
and cat is possible, but it isn’t up to them. Fat pets 
are not able to open refrigerator doors. Overweight 
is often a human behavioral problem rather than a 
pet’s medical problem.
Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter

RUSKIN
3048 E. College Ave. • (Sun Point Plaza)

(813) 641-7349 

BRANDON
843 W. Bloomingdale Ave.

(813) 655-9133

THINK EXTREME VALUE
THINK... Join us all day

SUNDAY, JULY 17th
for our

Friends & Family Sales Event
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Public 
Education Courses will be held at 
 Century 21  Beggins Enterprises 
6542 N. U.S. Hwy. 41, Apollo 
Beach.
Courses and Dates:

1) About Boating Safely -- This 
8-hour beginner boating class will 
give the student the knowledge 
needed to obtain a boat license or 
safety  certification in many states. 
Many boat insurance companies 
will offer discounts on boating in-
surance to boaters who successful-
ly complete About Boating Safely. 
Cost is $40 per student.

Classes will be held from 9 a.m. 

Boating safety courses to be offered

to 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 16, or 
Saturday, Aug. 20.

2) The U.S. Coast Guard 
 Auxiliary’s Weekend Navigator 

Course is a comprehensive course 
 designed for both experienced and 
novice power boat and sailboat 
operators. The course is divided 
into two major parts designed to 
educate the boating enthusiast in 
skills required for a safe voyage 
on a variety of waters and boating 
conditions.

Each class is two (2) consecutive 
Saturdays. Students must pre-reg-
ister with Guy Mandigo at (813) 
641-2488 or mandigo@earthlink.
net. Cost is $70 per student.

 Classes will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 6 and 
Aug. 13. 

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at
1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 645-5919 

www.lodge813.moosepages.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, July 15 7-11 p.m. Fifi and Friends

Saturday, July 16 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 22 7-11 p.m. Charlie Burns

Saturday, July 23 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 29 7-11 p.m. Taylor ‘n Taylor

Saturday, July 30 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

WEEKLY EVENTS

No Spaghetti Dinners ‘til Sept. 7

Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings

Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter 
   or fried) 
 7-11 p.m. Live Music

Every Saturday  Horseshoes 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests. 

RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

Donna Lee Fore plays in the arcade.

The Alley at SouthShore hosted the Greater Riverview Chamber of 
Commerce Taking Care of Business (TCOB) Network Group meeting on 
June 30. The TCOB group had great fun enjoying the recently upgraded 
VIP room with cosmic bowling and the arcade with a wide variety of 
games for all ages. For more information about The Alley at SouthShore 
visit www.funatthealley.com or call (813) 672-8353.

The TCOB Network Group meets 7:30 a.m. each Thursday at The Alley 
at SouthShore, 10221 Big Bend Road in Riverview. This group  focuses 
on building relationships and helping fellow members. Guests are  always 
 welcome. For more information about the Taking Care of Business 
 Network Group, contact the Greater Riverview Chamber of Commerce 
office (813) 234-5944 or visit online www.RiverviewChamber.com.

 

Photos by Huth and Booth Photography

Peter Farnan, Jennifer Petit, and Mike Beiter, take part in the recent 
Riverview Chamber event at The Alley at SouthShore. 

Sandy Lee wins a lot of tickets in the arcade.

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 

and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday 
each month. 

Thursday, July 14 — Bar Bingo 
at 6 p.m. 

Friday, July 15 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Music by Bert & 
Sassy from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, July 16 —  Music by Sun 
Coast Band from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Sunday, July 17 — Music by Bert 
& Sassy from 5 to 9 p.m.

Monday, July 18 — American Legion Meeting at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, July 19— Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 

opens at 4:30 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 20 — Business After Hours from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Held and hosted by Ruskin VFW Post 6287, Zipperer Funeral Home, 
Pearson Capital A Ability Professional Business Service.

Hillsborough County will hold 
its second budget hearing at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, July 21 at the Florida 
Fairgrounds Special Event Center 
West, 4800 U.S. 301 N., Tampa, 
accessed by the Martin Luther 
King Blvd. entrance. Speaker 
sign-up is at 5:30 p.m.

Open to the public. Parking is 
free to attendees. 

This is part of a series of public 
hearings to receive input on its 
upcoming two-year budget cycle 
(FY2012/2013). 

Additionally, residents will be 
able to view all budget workshops 
live on Bright House channel 622, 
Verizon and Comcast channel 
22, or on the County’s website at 
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/bud-
getmatters through live streaming 
video.

Those who cannot attend the 
public hearings have a variety of 
opportunities to give their ideas 
and opinions on budget actions 
by sending e-mails to hcbudget@
hillsboroughcounty.org, or by 
voice or text to (813) 704-0181.

More information and instruc-
tions for all comment options, a 
link to the dates of the budget hear-
ings and workshops, and a link to 
the proposed budget document in 
its entirety are available on the 
County’s website at www.hillsbor-
oughcounty.org/budgetmatters/.

County to hold 
second budget 
hearing

Make your own solar cooker
The Hillsborough County Extension Office offers a ‘Make Your Own 

Solar Cooker Workshop’ from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 16 at 
the Hillsborough County Extension, 5339 C.R. 579, in Seffner.  

People will be shown how to make and use a solar cooker to cook 
their food using the sun. Bring some basic supplies and by the end of the 
workshop, attendees will have a functioning cooker. Basic instructions 
for cooking and some recipes will be provided.

A detailed list of materials needed will be given to all who register for 
the workshop. Some materials will be supplied. The cost is $5, which 
covers the cost of food and supplies.

Register online at http://solarcookers071611.eventbrite.com. For more 
information, call Mary Keith at 744-5519 or email at mkeith@ufl.edu.

The South Shore Young Profes-
sional Association (SSYPA) is 
hosting a early morning Coffee 
Talk to aid in professional devel-
opment. It will be held from 7:30 
to 9 a.m. on Wednesday, July 20 
at Apollo’s Bistro, 6520 Richies 
Way, off Apollo Beach Boulevard, 
in Apollo Beach. 

This month’s topic is ‘Make Your 
Business Work Best For You: Turn 
Your Time and Investment Into 
Profit.’ Alex Miranda from Estrada 
 Strategies will be discussing what 
activities you as a business owner 
should be working on to make the 
most out of your day and focus on 
the right activities.

Everyone is welcome. Light 

Woman’s Club to 
host teen forum

The GFWC Brandon Junior 
Woman’s Club will again be host-
ing their annual Teen Forum July 
25-29 at Nativity Catholic Church. 

The one-week, half-day camp is 
for girls beginning 6th, 7th or 8th 
grades. Speakers will be provided 
on topics ranging from self-esteem 
to cooking classes as well as crafts, 
team activities, snacks and prizes. 

Reserve your spot now by going 
to www.thebjwc.com and print-
ing the form and sending it and a 
check for $70 to Brandon  Junior 
 Woman’s Club, P.O. Box 66, 
 Brandon, FL 33509. 

For more information, call  Donna 
Griffin at (813) 244-4758.

South Shore Young Professional 
Association offers Coffee Talk

refreshments will be provided. 
RSVPs are requested, but not 
 required. There is no charge for 
members. Cost is $5 for guests. 

For more information, visit www.
ssypa.com or contact the Greater 
Riverview Chamber of Com-
merce at (813) 234-5944 or email 
at Director@ RiverviewChamber.
com.

SSYPA’s Mission Statement: The 
South Shore Young Profession-
als  Association is both a personal 
and professional development 
organization in the Hillsborough 
County South Shore area that al-
lows young business professionals 
a forum to develop professionally, 
socially, and civically.

Riverview Chamber holds fun-filled event at The Alley

Display your work 
at library

The John Crawford Advisory 
Board is looking for artists (paint-
ing or drawing) to display their 
work in the Crawford Gallery at 
SouthShore Regional Library.  

Applications are available for 
juried shows during the months of 
March and April; or May and June; 
or Nov. and Dec. 2012.

Applications may be picked up 
at the Information Desk at South-
Shore Regional Library. Appli-
cations are due Oct. 8. For more 
information, call Laurie Burhop at 
(813) 273-3652.
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is hosting a seminar 

Wednesday, July 20 

at 308 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
2:00 p.m.

Topics for discussion are:

• Cremation and Burial • Making Sense to Pre-Plan
• Out-of-State Burial • Anatomical Donation

• Pre-Planning Options • Social Security
• Veteran’s Information • Travel Protection

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

R.S.V.P. (813) 645-3231
COMPARE

OUR COSTS!

AT HOME
AUTO CARE

®

Distributor
Master Certified

Technicians
Coast-to-Coast™

Warranty CoverageThe best in safety, value and
performance for your car.

Family Owned & Operated
Nationwide Warranty Available Through American Car Care & NAPA

We service and 
repair all makes and 

models including:

VW, Mercedes, 
Volvo, BMW

& other European 
lines and 

Diesel Repair

Courtesy Shuttle Service Available • Towing Upon Request
2003 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin, FL

(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday • www.athomeauto.net

Lic# MVS51635

AAA Approved Auto Repair Center

10% Off Labor
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

on all A/C Repairs
Must present coupon for discount. Cannot be combined with any 

other coupons or offers. Exp. 7/28/11

4020 State Route 674, Suite 2, Sun City Center, FL •  www.erasersinc.com

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS
Medical Director

Erasers
Body Enhancement Centers, Inc.

TM

(813) 634-9260

BOARD CERTIFIED VEIN SPECIALIST AND SURGEON
WILL DETERMINE WHICH PROCEDURE WILL BENEFIT YOU

FREE vein screening every Thursday

Sclerotherapy $150.00
Radiesse 1.5cc $625.00
Botox $10.00 per unit

Florida statues 456.062   The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for payment of any other service, examination, or 
treatment which is performed as a result of the advertisement and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted or reduced fee service examination or treatment.

 

Adult Program/Event Highlights
Week of July 17 to 23

Adult Color Pencil Class*
Wednesday, July 20 • 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Join Artist Melissa Miller-Nece and learn some techniques using
colored pencils. Blending, shading and a few other techniques

will be covered. Limit 20. Registration required.
Please visit the Information Desk or call 273-3652. 

SouthShore Needle People*
Wednesday, July 20 • 6:30 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences
about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners

are welcome! Bring a project and ask us questions! 

Book Discussion:
“The Lady and the Unicorn” by Tracy Chevalier*

Thursday, July 21 • 2 to 3 p.m.
Art Lovers Book Club. Come and view the work of art through

the eyes of an author. Then share your thoughts with other art lovers 
and readers. Tracy Chevalier weaves fact and fiction into a

beautiful, timeless, and intriguing literary tapestry. Lives are
captured in the tapestries, for those who know where to look.

An extraordinary story exquisitely told. 

*Free event funded by the Friends of the SouthShore Library

SouthShore regional library 
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

Hillsborough County Commissioner Sandra L. Murman, District 1, is 
hosting office hours around the county to hear from residents without 
them having to travel to County Center in downtown Tampa.

Commissioner Murman and her staff welcome this opportunity to meet 
residents and to discuss their thoughts and concerns on various projects 
and community issues taking place in Hillsborough County.

 No appointment is necessary to meet with Commissioner Sandra 
 Murman and her staff. Residents are seen on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

The community office hours planned for South County are from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 19 at SouthShore Regional Service Center, 
410 30th St. S.E. in Ruskin in the large Community Room.

To learn more about Hillsborough County Commissioner Sandra L. 
Murman, go to www.hillsboroughcounty.org/bocc/commissioners/ 
murman.cfm.

Commissioner Murman to host 
community meetings around county
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Atlantis:
The final mission
STS-135 Atlantis successfully launched 
from Kennedy Space Center on Friday, 
July 8, 2011, marking the final launch of 
the 30-year-old space shuttle program. 
An estimated one million people crowded 
Florida’s Space Coast to view the historic 
event. Atlantis, visible for approximately one 
minute before disappearing into the clouds, 
is expected to return to Earth on July 21.

Mitch traphagen photos

Atlantis launches the end of an era
By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER  —

F or a launch that was not 
originally intended to 
happen, it was flawless. 

STS-135 Atlantis, the final 
mission capping the 30-year 
shuttle program launched 
successfully at 11:26 a.m. on 
Friday. Late Sunday morning, 
the shuttle docked with the 
International Space Station, 
greeting the station’s crew of two 
Americans, three Russians and a 
Japanese doctor with smiles and 
hugs.

The shuttle era was to end with 
the launch of Endeavour in May 
and Atlantis had been prepared 
for flight as a rescue vehicle, 
should something happen to 
Endeavour. In September of last 
year, however, Congress and 
President Obama authorized the 
funds for the 135th mission. In 
January, Atlantis was added to 
NASA’s launch schedule. While 
shuttles typically carry a crew of 
up to seven astronauts, STS-135 
Atlantis has a crew of only four, 
consisting of Commander Chris 
Ferguson, Pilot Doug Hurley, and 
Mission Specialists Rex Walheim 
and Sandy Magnus. The crew 
is smaller for a reason — there 
is no rescue shuttle for Atlantis. 
Should something happen to the 
ship during the mission, the crew 
would remain at the space station 
until Russian Soyuz rockets could 
rescue them while on resupply 
missions. 

It could take up to a year 
to return all of the Atlantis 
astronauts to earth. Both the U.S. 
and Russian space agencies, 
along with the astronauts 
themselves, are prepared for that. 
Due to the velocity at which a 
Soyuz capsule returns to earth, 
each crewmember must have a 

custom-built seat liner to provide 
safe cushioning during re-entry 
and landing. One seat liner for 
astronaut Rex Walheim was 
stowed along with the cargo on 
Atlantis. The other three liners are 
in Russia to be carried into space 
should the need arise.

The Space Shuttle Atlantis 
was first launched on October 
3, 1985. In its 33 missions, it 
has orbited the earth more than 
4,600 times, traveling more than 
120 million miles. It was the first 
shuttle to dock with the Russian 
space station Mir, docking seven 
times in all. It was also the first 
shuttle to launch an interplanetary 
probe. According to shuttle 
launch director Mike Leinbach, 
Atlantis has the lowest incidence 
of interim problem reports and 
holds the record for the fastest 
turnaround between launches, 
with only 50 days between 
missions. In May 2009, Atlantis 
carried a seven-member crew to 
the Hubble Space Telescope. The 
crew spent 37 hours on space 
walks to service and install new 
equipment on the telescope.

On Monday, Atlantis began to 
transfer nearly 9,400 pounds of 
equipment, supplies and food 
to sustain space operations for 
the next year. At press time, 
mission managers at NASA are 
considering extending the 12-day 
mission by one additional day. 
Based on that, Atlantis will return 
to earth on July 21 with a landing 
at Kennedy Space Center if the 
weather in Florida cooperates, or 
a landing at Edwards Air Force 
Base in California if it does not.

After landing, Atlantis will be 
decommissioned but will remain 
on display at the Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex. The 
exhibit is expected to open in 
2013. u

By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER  —

When the Space Shuttle Atlantis lands 
early next week, it will mark the end 
of the 30-year-old shuttle program 

and the beginning of a period when the United 
States will not have the capability to launch 
astronauts into space. It won’t be the first time 
that has happened. In the 1970s, there was 
an approximately six-year gap in American 
human spaceflight capability between the 
Apollo program and the Space Shuttle 
program.

But for many space observers, this time is 
different. From Apollo, NASA was running 
high after achieving something no other nation 
on earth, even today, has been able to achieve. 
Just a few short years after an ambitious 
challenge by President John F. Kennedy, 
America put men on the moon. From there, 

The future of American Spaceflight
it seemed that anything was possible and that 
quantum leaps in technology would open the 
door to the solar system and the galaxy.

The shuttle, however, was never meant for deep 
space. It was not designed to leave the earth’s 
orbit. From the start, it was a fragile and highly 
complex aircraft, the most complicated machine 
ever devised by humankind, consisting of more 
than 2.5 million parts. Its mission was to learn 
more about earth rather than space. It would not 
and could not fly to the moon, to Mars or to an 
asteroid.

There is no GPS in deep space. Once outside 
of the domain of the International Space Station, 
also known as LEO, the system that people 
have taken for granted to find their way to a 
vacation spot or a store does not exist. Despite 
the incredible technology available to NASA 
engineers, traveling to Mars is not the same as 
traveling to a nearby IKEA store. Space travel is 

Continued on page 16
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The STS-135 crew ride in the Astrovan to Launch Pad 39A to board space shuttle 
Atlantis on the morning of Friday, July 8. The launch of Atlantis on the STS-135 
mission is the final flight of the Space Shuttle Program. Clockwise from the 
left are: Sandra Magnus, Rex Walheim, commander Chris Ferguson and pilot 
Doug Hurley.
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• U.S. Gold Coins:
$1 to $20 ..................$125 to $2,000 & up
1795-1833 ..........$5,000 to $40,000 & up
• K-Rands
• Eagles
• Gold Pesos
• Maple Leaf
• Pandas
• Gold Bars
• Industrial Gold & Platinum

BUYING
Gold & Silver

3 DAYS
ONLY
Thurs., July 14
Fri., July 15
Sat., July 16
Come visit us at
Days Inn
809 N. Pebble Beach Blvd.
Sun City Center
813-634-3331 (ask for Coin Buyers)

Sun State Collectibles • 813-731-8281
Buying Rare Coins and Jewelry for Over 30 Years!

If you can’t come to us...and your collection warrants...we’ll come to you!

SILVER COINS PAYING TOP DOLLAR $21.00 per dollar

Main Office

“We would like to extend a warm Thank You to 
the many hundreds of residents from the Sun 
City Center area whose trust and loyalty make 
our continuing business in Sun City Center a 

joy and a privilege.”  —Paul and Bill

1964 & earlier:
Halves ............................... $10.50 & up
Quarters ............................... $5.25 & up
Dimes ...................................$2.10 & up
1965 - 1970:
Halves ............................ $3.50 per coin

Silver Dollars:
1878-1904 ..............................$26.00 & up
1921-1935 ..............................$25.00 & up
UNC, new rolls 1922-1925 .......$650 & up
UNC, new rolls 1878-1904 ........$725 & up

Fine plus or better. Huge Premiums For 
Uncirculated Rolls or Bags.

• School Rings 
• Jewelry 
• Broken Jewelry 
• Chains 
• Bracelets 
• Charms 
• Earrings (single or pairs)
• Gold Watches (pocket or wrist)
• Dental Gold
• Wedding Bands

STERLING SILVER
• Sterling Silver Bars .925
• .999 Silver Bars
• Trays
• Sterling Flatware
• Candlesticks
• Tea Sets
• Jewelry
• Franklin Mint Sets
• Danbury Mint Sets

URGENTLY NEEDED
• 1/2 Cents through Bust Dollars
• U.S. Commemorative Coins
• Proof & Mint Sets
• Pocket Watches
• Slot Machines (pre 1945)
• G.S.A. Dollars (Carson City)
• American Eagles (silver and gold)
• Rolex Watches

WANTED:
PARTY HOSTS
Get paid to host a 

gold party!
We provide:

• Expert buyers 
• Cash payment 

• Security references 
• Invitations 

• Refreshments supplied
You simply invite your 
friends and have fun!

Call Bill at
813-731-8281

Party hosts 
typically earn 

$300 to $1,200
per event!

BUYING
Buying 

Proof Gold 
Eagles

Paying

$1,575
per ounce

WE BUY ALL FORMS OF GOLD & COINS

GOLD is at an
all-time HIGH!
Come in for the latest prices!

INSTANT PAYMENT
for Accumulations, Collections, Estates

10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

10 a.m. to
6 p.m.

10 a.m. to
4 p.m.
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Live Entertainment Wednesday thru Sunday
611 Destiny Drive • Ruskin, FL

813-645-3291

Fuel surcharge applies to Free Service Call. * W.A.C. Some restrictions apply. BONDED & INSURED LIC.# CAC058774

We Service All Brands!

• Check Refrigerant Pressures adding up to 2 lbs. at no 
additional charge (EPA requires refrigerant leaks must 
be repaired prior to recharging or adding refrigerant)

• Surface Clean Indoor Coil In Place if Possible (if 
impacted - quote separately)

• Surface Clean Condenser Coils (if impacted - quote 
separately)

• Check Drain Pan & Clean Drain Line (if plugged - 
quote separately)

• Check Thermostat & System Operation
• Check Compressor Amp Draw
• Check Outdoor Fan Motor Amp Draw
• Check Indoor Motor Amp Draw
• Inspect Ductwork For Contamination
• Oil Outdoor Fan Motor
• Oil Indoor Fan Motor
• Check Blower Wheel
• Inspect Safety Controls
• Check Drain Pan Safety Switch
• Sanitize Air Handler (if needed)

Super Tune-Up

*$5995
Special

REGULAR PRICE: $79.95 
FIRST TUNE-UP ONLY

*$5995

GET ALL THIS
FOR ONLY

*1st TUNE-UP ONLY

SUPER TUNE-UP CHECKLIST:

www.easyac.net

It’s Tune-Up Time 
for your Central A/C System

CALL NOW!
WE’RE NEVER CLOSED!

NEVER AN 
OVERTIME CHARGE!
Sun City/Apollo Beach/Ruskin

813-635-0440
Hillsborough

813-COLD AIR
265-3247

Pinellas/Pasco

727-447-6933
Polk

863-686-8528
Manatee

941-365-5862

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

FREE
SECOND OPINION

ULTRA VIOLET
BIOCIDE CHAMBER

FREE * with
installation of 
a Premium 
A/C System

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

AC LIFE
EXPECTANCY CHECK UP

FREE
813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

COMPLETE PREMIUM
SYSTEM INSTALLATION

$300 OFF*
813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

SENIOR or 
MILITARY DISCOUNT

$100 Off*
Any new central A/C 

& Heating System

$25 Off*
Any Central A/C Repair

FREE
FREON
ELECTRONIC

LEAK SEARCH
$149.95 VALUE

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

*

*

*
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Nobody else
sells this 
quality
at this price.

Since 1937

 SOUTH TAMPA CARROLLWOOD BRANDON
 254-4066 961-1362 413-8313 
 1510 South MacDill Ave. 14306 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 1912 W. Brandon Blvd.

$15.95
sq. ft.

Installed
PAINTED 
SOLID 

SHUTTERS
Will not warp or crack

Usable in wet applications

PLEASE
COMPARISON

SHOP!

the new SouthShore Chamber 
of Commerce, Jacobsen noted 
“a community with more than a 
century of legendary history to its 
credit no longer has a dedicated 
chamber of commerce.” 

The new chamber of e-commerce 
requires no dues, will not pressure 
members to join a board of 

directors nor produce a schedule of 
regular meetings, its creator said. 
It will, however, set simple coffee 
gatherings from time to time, he 
added. The first such coffee is 
slated for 8 a.m., Saturday (July 
16) in Commongood Park on the 
north side of the Ruskin Inlet. 
Those attending should bring the 

coffee or tea of their choice. 
In addition, one other in-person 

event is being planned, Jacobsen 
said. The chamber of e-commerce 
will present a training series 
centered on “How to Make Money 
on the Internet.” The dates and 
time of these seminars will be 
announced on the website. And all 

of the events, while aimed at the Ruskin business community, are open 
to the public and presented without charge.

The key objective is “to bring money in from outside the community 
with products and services generated within the community for buyers 
beyond it. And the possibilities are 
limitless,” Jacobsen asserted. 

A former credit manager in 
the publishing industry, 
Jacobsen has created 
and operated several 
for-profit websites. 
In the 21st century 
world of elec-
tronic commu-
nications and 
internet com-
merce, he said, 
“I believe even 
the smallest, 
most geograph-
ically isolated 
business can at-
tract and support 
an international 
customer base.” 

Even business 
types which may 
not immediately lend 
themselves to internet sales 
of their products – restaurants, 
for example – may develop 
aspects of their enterprises which do 
readily adapt to the virtual world. A dining 
establishment might perfect a sauce or a salsa 
or a dressing that can be packaged and marketed 
to the world at large, Jacobsen said. Plus, using 
e-commerce, it can market its meals to the local 
walk- in, take-out customers. 

E-commerce can be especially invaluable to the 
small business operator working from his or her 
home, he added. “Using the internet simply opens 
new doors” that even large, expensive advertising 
campaigns may not budge, he said.

Those wishing to join the chamber of 
e-commerce should contact Jacobsen on the 
membership page. 

Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Chamber of e-commerce formed in Ruskin
Continued from page 1 ■
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with one Side Item

611 Destiny Drive • Ruskin
(813) 645-3291 • staylittleharbor.com

LIMITED
TIME

2 for 1 DRAFT
BEER

Tuesday Only

Join us on: Find us online!Your insurance plan may cover hearing aids. Call today to inquire.

☎  Call today to schedule a complimentary hearing screening:

“We’re Listening, Florida.” 
You’ve asked for better hearing at an affordable price.

CONCERNED ABOUT HEARING LOSS?  
VISIT US FOR A FREE SCREENING...AND FIND OUT, IT MAY JUST BE WAX!

How does 
$40.78/month* sound? 

Just $1.36/day! 
Life’s much more enjoyable when you can hear what’s happening around you. In fact, no purchase pays better quality-of-life dividends than an investment in 
better hearing. Good news: Tremendous advances have been made in hearing aid technology.  Today’s instruments are more effective and discreet than ever.  
Even better news: We’re working hard to make hearing help more affordable than ever.  Visit HEARx soon, and let our hearing health professionals help you find 
a solution that‘s perfect for your needs…and your budget.  It’s time to get back in the conversation!

WE 
MAKE 

IT EASY

SUN CITY CENTER 
Marketplace at Cypress Creek 

729 Cortaro Drive, Unit 15 

813.633.6767

*Example based on $1495 financed, 48 mos, 13.90% APR

Your payments may be higher or lower depending on purchase amount, term,  
down payment or interest rate you qualify for.

Based on approved credit; not all applicants will qualify.

dangerous, and it almost certainly 
always will be.

But that wasn’t the vision. 
Astronaut safety was expected 
to increase in quantum leaps 
while costs were expected to 
be dramatically reduced as the 
program progressed. The original 
goals of the shuttle program 
were lofty, with dozens of flights 
envisioned each year. Legislators 
in Washington, however, are 
not scientists or engineers, and 
they hold the purse strings. The 
money required to increase 
safety and cost efficiency did not 
materialize. In some respects, 
the shuttle remained mired in its 
1970s design. 

NASA’s problem, perhaps, is 
that the people working there are 
so good at their jobs, so highly 
competent and capable that they 
have made spaceflight look easy. 
There was once a time when 
launching humans into space 
would make the entire world stop 
to watch, but eventually a shuttle 
launch became something that 
was taken for granted. More than 
350 people have been launched 
into space aboard the shuttle, 
but few have become household 
names like the astronauts from 
the Apollo era. Those at NASA 
know the truth:  spaceflight isn’t 
easy. It is dangerous and daring, 
and those who take part risk 
everything on missions that are 
too often nothing more than minor 
blips on the news media radar. 

Yet the Space Shuttle program 
has succeeded beyond anyone’s 
imagination. The bulk of the 
equipment in space, the bulk of 
the International Space Station 

itself, arrived as cargo on a space 
shuttle. The vast majority of 
equipment returned from space 
also came back to earth in the 
cargo hold of a shuttle. On this 
mission alone, Atlantis carried 
9,400 pounds of supplies to the 
space station, including nearly 
2,700 pounds of food, enough to 
sustain space station operations 
for a year. Atlantis will also return 
5,700 pounds of discarded gear to 
earth. There is no other vehicle on 
earth capable of such a feat.

The newest shuttle in the fleet, 
Endeavour, is nearly 20 years old. 
After its 25th and final flight in 
May, it was retired and by late 
next year it will serve as a display 
at the California Science Center. 
The oldest shuttle, Columbia, 
disintegrated over the skies of 
the southwestern United States in 
2003. In 135 flights thus far, only 
two have ended in tragedy. Both 
caused NASA and the nation to 
pause and reflect, but the flights 
resumed as before: safer but not 
necessarily safe.

On the day before the launch of 
Atlantis last week, Lori Garver, 
NASA’s deputy administrator, 
presented the Orion capsule to 
the media. While she detailed the 
design features that will make 
human deep-space exploration 
possible, she focused on astronaut 
safety. Given the nature of space 
exploration, NASA’s safety 
record is stellar, but to them it is 
not good enough. NASA hopes 
that Orion will overcome some 
of the safety shortcomings in 
the space vehicles built over 
the past 50 years. With a test 
capsule on a platform behind 
her, Garver touted Orion as the 

future of American human space 
exploration. This vehicle will 
someday return Americans to 
the moon, or land on Mars or 
a passing asteroid. NASA, she 
stressed, is not giving up on 
human spaceflight, it is trying 
to reach further — as fast and as 
safely as possible. 

“This isn’t the beginning of 
the end,” Garver said of the last 
shuttle launch.  “This is the end of 
what was our beginning.” An Orion test capsule was on display leading up to the launch of 

Atlantis.  Orion is being designed for deep space exploration with 
an emphasis on astronaut safety.

The future of American Spaceflight
Continued from page 12 ■

Continued on page 17 Mitch traphagen photo
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Support your local businesses and save!!
SUN POINT

AUTOMOTIVE 
SUN POINT

AUTOMOTIVE 
24-HOUR TOWING

• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work 
• Brake Specialist

• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist 
• Complete Engine Diagnostic

$99

Most Cars & Light Trucks
$2495

OIL CHANGE

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

$7670 $8060

Plus Parts • Most Cars & Light Trucks

$7280
4 Cyl. 6 Cyl. 8 Cyl.

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Se Habla Español

 • Apollo Beach 
 • Sun City Center

• Ruskin

Free Towing
to shop
if major
 repairs

are made

Emergency
Services

813-645-7653

2212 E. College Ave.
(S.R. 674) • Ruskin

Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Includes: Labor and Turn Rotors
Most Cars &  Light Trucks

Per Axle + Pads

BRAKE SPECIAL

Annette’s
Beauty
Salon

Full Service Salon
Corner Hwy. 301 &

S.R. 674 • Suite #108
(next to Copper Penny) 

• Golf Cart Accessible • 
HOURS:

Tues.-Sat. • 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

634-5422

• Color
   Specialist
• Specializing 
   in Foiling
   Hi-Lites
• Nail Tech

50% OFF
Shampoo, Cut
& Blow Dry

Exp. 7/28/11 • One coupon per customer 
(First time customers)

Cannot be combined with any other coupon

Hablamos Español

Men’s Cut
only $10

(First time customers)
Cannot be combined with any other coupon

Welcome Maria
to our staff!

10% 
OFF*

*100 sq. ft. or more
Dave’s Window Tinting

Expires 7/31/11

BEAT THE HEAT!!

DAVE’S
WINDOW TINTING

Block the Sun...
Not the View

• Lower Energy Bills
• Reduce Heat

• Reduce Fading
• Stop Glare

Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
Over 20 years experience

294-8468
www.davestinting.com

Lower your electric bill! 
Up to 25%!

SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Shell Point Rd.

SR 674 To Sun City Center
➔

N

• Same Dealer 
Services

• Lower Prices
• Better Care

Servicing
SCC, Ruskin &
Apollo Beach

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-2

616 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin

813-645-4632
www.totalautomotiveservices.com

Oil Change
$1999

Expires 7/28/11

5 qts. 10w30,
5w30 or 5w20 Oil

Special filters not included

$3999
and Check Engine Light

OR

w/Tire
Rotation

By MITCH TRAPHAGEN ■

mitch@observernews.net
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER  —

I arrived at the off-base press 
office near Kennedy Space 
Center two days before the 

launch of Atlantis. I waited in line 
for about 30 minutes, listening to 
the woman ahead of me get some 
very bad news. She was holding 
what appeared to be a Chinese 
passport, attempting to understand 
what the man behind the counter 
was telling her. He was very 
apologetic in telling her that she 
didn’t have the proper credentials, 
and that at this late date, there was 
virtually no way she was going to 
get them. She stepped back away 
from the counter as a young man 
nearby attempted to translate for 
her. Her hands were trembling, 
but she didn’t really seem to 
understand what was happening.

How horrific must that have 
been for her?  She had traveled 
halfway around the world to 
report on a historically significant 
event, only to be stopped a few 
miles from her goal. I know the 
man behind the counter felt bad 
for her. I felt bad for her, too. 
Certainly her boss would not be 
happy. A few minutes later I was 
given my credentials so I don’t 
know what happened to her, but 
I’m fairly certain she didn’t get to 
see Atlantis launch from the press 
site two days later.

In late May, I completed the 
application for press credentials 
to cover the launch. I hit submit 
on the application form and 
almost immediately received 
an automated email saying my 
request had been received. Then I 
waited — and waited some more. 
After nearly two weeks, the press 
releases touting media events 
surrounding Atlantis started 
to arrive and I started getting 

Reporting on history
The future 
of American 
Spaceflight

Continued from page 16 ■

mitch traphagen photo
An on-air reporter from a television station in Finland can’t help but to turn away from the camera to 
watch Atlantis streak into the sky.

When Orion will actually carry 
American astronauts into space, 
however, remains to be seen. It 
does not yet appear on NASA’s 
launch calendar, and it may not 
appear for years to come. But 
according to Garver and others at 
the space center, it most certainly 
will. Someday.

“Today’s kids will not fly on 
the shuttle but they will walk 
on Mars,” NASA Administrator 
Charles Bolden said on Tuesday 
during a House Science 
Committee hearing.

The space shuttle remains an 
iconic and uniquely American 
achievement. A shuttle sitting 
on a launch pad or orbiting the 
earth is physical proof of the 
capabilities and accomplishments 
of the United States. Like landing 
on the moon, it is something 
that no other nation on earth 
has achieved. It represents a 
massive investment of money 
and talent that is also uniquely 
American. And what is more, it 
was all done for mainly peaceful 
purposes, for the advancement 
of not only the United States, 
but for all of humankind. The 
shuttle program’s contributions to 
science and to everyday life will 
take generations to tally.

Someday, perhaps in the not-
too-distant future, Orion will 
pick up the legacy of Colombia, 
Challenger, Discovery, Atlantis 
and Endeavour to reach for 
the stars in ways that the space 
shuttles could not. When Atlantis 
touches down on earth next week, 
the shuttle program will be over. 
The quest for exploration into the 
final frontier of space, however, 
remains alive. Beginning next 
week, the desire to get there will 
be greater than ever. u

worried. I knew there would be 
a crush of media applications for 
this, the final shuttle launch, and 
the application process wasn’t 
simple. Each applicant would 
have a background check, along 
with checks to make certain 
they were legitimate journalists. 
Finally the email arrived. I was 
granted access for the entire STS-
135 Atlantis mission.

For me, that’s when the insanity 
began. I took stock of my photo 
equipment and decided I needed 
more. I looked at new camera 
bodies and lenses — all very 
expensive stuff — and a little 
voice in the back of my mind said, 
“Remember, this is history. Do it!  
Do it right!” Of course, I couldn’t 
afford to do it all. With the arrival 

of three or four UPS packages 
from photography shops along 
with the generous help of a good 
friend who is a very successful 
photographer, I collected what I 
thought I would need.

Two days before the scheduled 
launch of Atlantis, people were 
already camping out at Space 
View Park in Titusville. Chairs 
lined the park’s waterfront — 
either chained to the rail or 
actually occupied by people 
waiting. It was hot and muggy. 
Certainly there was a sense of 
adventure for those people, but 
comfort could not have been 
part of it. The thunderstorms that 
arrived later couldn’t have been 
much fun for them, either.

Titusville was a city of Porta-

Potties, television news trucks 
and space shuttles illustrated in 
various forms. The excitement 
in the air was so thick that it was 
visible. From church signs to 
junk yards, well wishes were cast 
to the crew of Atlantis. Even the 
room number placard on my hotel 
room door was decorated with a 
line drawing of a space shuttle. 
What will this city do once 
Atlantis returns to earth?  Whom 
will they have to cheer?  After 
Atlantis, Americans will have to 
hitch a ride on a Soyuz rocket — 
at a ticket price of $63 million 
each. Kennedy Space Center’s 
launch schedule has no further 
launches for astronauts. It may be 
years before it happens again.

The best attribute of my hotel 
was its proximity to Kennedy 
Space Center, beyond that it was a 
generic, run-of-the-mill place that, 
while clean, was not a place in 
which you would want to eat off 
the floor. I had no expectation of 
accidentally bumping into Brian 
Williams or Anderson Cooper 
there. Two nights before the 
launch, my room rate was $60. 
The next night and the night after 
that, the same room cost $300. 
But I wasn’t worried about the 
exorbitant rate because I wouldn’t 
be paying it. By dawn the next 
morning, 30 hours before the 
scheduled lift-off, I arrived at the 
KSC press site, just three miles 
from the launch pad. I remained 
there until Atlantis lifted off.

Thursday was spent attending 
press events scheduled by NASA, 
two of which involved bomb-
sniffing dogs. On one of those 
occasions, for a bus ride to the 
launch pad, rain came down 
in buckets just as hundreds of 
photographers, myself included, 
were told to lay our equipment on 
the ground in a straight line for 
the dogs to check out. We had to 
step back. Almost all of us used 
our umbrellas and rain jackets to 
protect our equipment rather than 
our bodies. We arrived at Launch 
Pad 39A soaking wet, but in awe 
of the amazing ship that stood 
before us. I knew that we would 
be among the last people to see it 
there, ready for flight.

I scouted locations to 
photograph the actual launch. 
My first choice of a spot, near 
a cluster of tripods left by other 

Continued on page 19
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Anne Catholic Church

106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin • 813-645-1714

Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.

FOOD!
FUN!

Early Birds
6:30 p.m.

••••
Regular Games

7:00 p.m.

Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.
603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement 
& Door Inserts

• Sliding Glass 
Doors

• Broken Window 
Repair

• Hurricane Shutters

Permanent Hair Removal
~FACIALS~

ElEctrolysis
Laurie Collier, RE, CCE

101 Flamingo Drive, Ste. B & E
Corner of US 41 & Flamingo Drive

Apollo Beach, FL 33572

Call for appt. 813-244-0341

Rain came down in sheets this 
past week, but even though it was 
a bit rough out there, I heard good 
reports of fishing.

In between showers 
some anglers were zip-
ping across the bay fol-
lowing the large flocks 
of birds.

Now you wonder, 
why were they chasing 
birds instead of fishing? 
The birds were chasing 
schools of amberjacks. 
Most unusual was that the black 
tip shark were swimming along 
with the fish. Some call the black 
tip the spinning shark. Black tip 
and the spinner shark look alike, 
but the spinner grows larger than 
the black tip.

Circle hooks were used to cast 
ahead of the amberjack schools.  
Many lines have been sheared 
from casting into these moving 
schools. Once you have mastered 
the art of catching them, you will 
be ‘hooked’ and continue your 
chase on amberjacks. 

Some catches were kept, but 
most caught and released. The food 
value is fair. This dark meat fish is 
often smoked. Average weight is 
l8 lbs., but those in schools skip-
ping across the bay this week were 
giants. Anglers were having such a 
great time with the amberjack that 
they spent their entire day on the 
chase.

I hope that all boats were looking 
out for the manatees as our water-
ways are teeming with them in this 
warm weather. I often remind you 
to mind your manatee manners: 
Please resist the urge to feed them; 
look, but don’t touch them when 
swimming or diving; practice 
‘passive observation;’ and  observe 
them from a distance. Look out be-
low, as that is where manatees go. 
They are protected by law, as of 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
l972 and Endangered  Species Act 
of 1973, which makes it illegal to 
harass, hunt, kill or capture them. 
In 1978 came the Florida Mana-
tee Sanctuary Act which one can’t 
 alter their behavior.

Fishing has been good, the 
weather beautiful -- it just can’t get 
much better. Yes, I did have a few 
wet days catching fish. Some were 
complaining abou the rain we had, 
but aren’t you glad that you are 
living in Florida, the fishing capi-
tal of the world?

You can have an entire library 
on how to set a hook, how to land 
a fish, how to catch a snook, how 
to throw a cast net, how to use the 
right reel, what kind of a rod to 
use, having the right boat, how to 
night fish, how to fish in salt and 
fresh waters, the list goes on and 
on, but I say throw all of those 
books aside.

Get out there and figure out your-
self, what is best for you. Practice, 
have patience, try various artificial 
baits, plugs, and fresh baits. Do it 
your way!! AND YOU WILL BE 
A GREAT ANGLER.

If you have a small boat that 
 cannot go out in the bay waters, 
keep a horn of some type aboard 
which can be sounded in distress.
Some have whistles, some flares 
-- you need a cell phone. Without 
all of the modern technology, you 

need to have safety equipment 
aboard. If your boat overturns, 
keep afloat with your cooler. Of 

course it is a law, wear 
a life jacket.

Those with larger 
crafts are  enjoying the 
big gamefish catches 
without going south to 
Key West, Boca Grande, 
or South America. The 
‘Fish Tales’ of the week 
from the captains are we 
have all of those game 

fish right here in  Tampa Bay.
About twenty miles out are the 

sailfish flying along; the tarpon are 
plentiful; the dolphin are beauti-
ful. Among the bay catches are the 
mighty cobia, which will always 
give you a workout. 

If you are fishing from your pier, 
you are catching sheepshead, whit-
ing, or silver trout. All are edible. 
You are saving gas and enjoying 
our Florida living.

Save gas, save travel, take the 
family, and fish our local parks. 
Our waterways are full of fish. It 
is said that one should eat at least 
three meals a week of fish. What 
better way to get your own fish 
than in your own backyard? We are 
the fishing capital of the world.

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a mem-
ber of Florida Outdoor Press.

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

FISH TALES
Wear a life jacket -- it’s the law

Every Wednesday: Best Spaghetti 
in Town -- $7, All You Can Eat, for 
all Elks and their guests. Music by 
Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday: Seafood and Sand-
wiches for all Elks and their guests 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan 
from 5 to 8 p.m.                   

Sunday, July 10, July 24, July 
31: Rays Games, Wieners and 
Wings will be served. 

Saturday, July 30: Cyndi Burger 
– One Girl Band, from 7 to 10 p.m. 
$6 with light snacks.

Sunday, Aug. 28: Boom Ba.

 The South Hillsborough Elk’s Lodge is located at 1630 U.S. Hwy. 41 
S., Ruskin, FL 33570. It is a smoke-free environment. 

 For more information, call (813) 645-2089. 

South Hillsborough 
Elks Lodge #2672 

Upcoming
Activities

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

 REMY
Remy is a black female domestic 

shorthair cat. Her mom is Kettle 
who had 5 adorable kittens. Remy 
loves to play with the other kittens 
at the shelter, but she is growing 
up now and would like to come to 
live at a forever home of her own. 
Remy’s sister is Victoria, who was 
adopted from C.A.R.E. a short 
while ago. Remy has been spayed, 
microchipped, and brought current 
on her shots. DOB: Feb. 2010

LILLY
Lilly is a lovely Dachshund 

mix that was found as a stray and 
brought to the shelter. This little 
gal is a happy-go-lucky dog that 
just needs a little TLC and a place 
to call home. Lilly loves people 
and will gladly take her place 
in your lap if invited. She also 
likes exploring in the play yard. 
Lilly walks nicely on a leash and 
 appears to be housebroken. As 
part of her adoption, Lilly will be 
spayed, microchipped, treated for 
heartworm, and brought current on 
her shots.DOB: Jan. 2, 2009

Neighborhood associations 
located in Hillsborough County 
and the cities of Tampa, Temple 
Terrace and Plant City can now 
apply for 2012 mini-grants up to 
$2,500 to improve and strengthen 
their communities. The County’s 
Office of Neighborhood Relations 
is accepting applications through 
Friday, Aug. 12 at 5 p.m.

In the past, grant-funded projects 
have included playground equip-
ment, community festivals, shrub 
and flower beautification proj-
ects, crime watch programs, web-
sites, newsletters, and children’s 
programs.

Applications for the mini-grants 
are available on the County’s web-
site at www.hillsboroughcounty.
org/onr/minigrant.

Association representatives 
applying for the grants must view 
the mandatory mini-grant orienta-
tion video before submitting the 
application. No applications will 
be accepted without the Training 
Video Verification Form acknowl-
edging that it was viewed. The 
video reviews the application, 
grant criteria, projects that qualify 
for the mini-grant, and the scoring 
process.The video and the Training 
Video Verification Form are avail-
able on the County’s website at 
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/onr/
minigrant. 

Applicants can fill out the veri-
fication form and then click send 

Neighborhood mini grants available 
to submit it electronically to the 
County before completing their 
application.

Applications will be reviewed 
by the Neighborhood Mini-
Grant Evaluation Committee and 
approved by the Board of County 
Commissioners. Only one grant 
will be awarded per neighborhood 
association. 

Completed applications will be 
due on/or postmarked on Aug. 

12, 2011. Completed  applications 
may be mailed to Office of 
Neighborhood Relations, 601 E. 
Kennedy Blvd., 1st Floor, Tampa, 
FL 33602, or faxed to 276-2621.

The program is co-sponsored 
by the Hillsborough County 
Board of County Commissioners, 
Hillsborough County Children’s 
Board and the Frank E. Duckwall 
Foundation within the Community 
Foundation of Tampa Bay.
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CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

2305 College Ave. E. • Ruskin, FL
1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B

813-645-8660
www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

We Are the Oldest Family-Owned 
Window Treatment/Flooring Store in Southshore

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Closed Sunday • Evenings by Appointment

While Supplies Last!

up to

75% Off!
including

PATIO RUGS

AREA RUG SALE

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

FREE BRAKE CHECK: New brake pads, resurface

front rotors, repack front wheel bearing (if

applicable), add brake fluid, inspect hydraulic suystem.

Additional parts/service often needed at extra cost.

Limited warranty - 12 months or 12,000 miles whichever

comes first. No other discounts apply. Valid only with coupon.

Not valid with other coupons. Exp. 8/18/11

2-WHEEL FRONT
DISC BRAKE SERV.

$20 OFF

Check Engine Light On?
Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

See store for details. Exp. 8/18/11

FULL ENGINE
DIAGNOSTIC SPECIAL

$4995
Value 

$91

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,

horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,

suspension, air and breather filter.

Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may

result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.

No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 8/18/11

MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

FREE Value

$3995

AAA Discount

Includes: Inspect belts, compressor & hoses,leak test entire system. (Freon extra). Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon.Not valid with other coupons or specials.
Exp. 8/18/11

A/C SERVICE
$997

Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

Environmental disposal fee may apply in some areas.

See store for details. Exp. 8/18/11

ANY FLUID
EXCHANGE

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH

Brakes, Transmission, Coolant, Power Steering

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and lighttrucks. Please call for appointment.Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any othercoupons or specials. Coupon expires 7/28/11

OIL CHANGE
& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15-6pm • Sat. 7:15-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

photographers staking out their 
own spots, proved to be a bust. 
A network television crew 
began to set up directly behind 
my place-holding tripod; 
they told me that I would be 
blocking their cameras and 
would have to move. Sure, I 
could have told them tough 
luck and held my ground, but 
I prefer the view from the high 
road so I picked up my tripod 
and found another location. 
The new place was lower 
and closer to KSC’s iconic 
countdown clock and carried 
the risk of being blocked 
should a crowd form in front 
of me. Other photographers 
told me that the area usually 
remains clear for all of the 
cameras.

For two days prior to launch, 
NASA meteorologists predicted 
there would be a 70 percent 
chance that the weather would 
be unfavorable for lift off. 
The thunderstorms during the 
day, along with a heavy layer 
of clouds into the night only 
reaffirmed that prediction. As 
I settled into the front seat of 
my car for a few hours of sleep, 
still wet from the rain and 
dripping sweat from the heat 
and humidity that lingered into 
the night hours, I tried to brace 
myself for more of the same 
should the launch be scrubbed. 
I would not even have time to 
check into a motel, let alone to 
return to the Tampa Bay area, 
should the launch be scrubbed, 
so I had no choice but to 
stay. While restrooms were 
available, showers were not; 
and I harbored no illusion that 
CNN or CBS would invite me 
into their elaborate and very 
comfortable-looking RVs to 
freshen up.

A few hours later, just before 
dawn on Friday, I began to 
lug my equipment to the spot 
staked out by my tripod. In 
all, I would have four still 
cameras pointed towards the 
launch pad, along with one 
HD video camera. Between 
the tripods, lenses, cameras 
and a host of other accessories, 
more than 100 pounds of gear 
was put into place for a launch 
that NASA was still saying 
probably wouldn’t happen. But 
as the morning progressed, the 
iconic clock in front of me kept 
counting down. As the clock 
counted down, I nervously 
chatted with the photographers 
alongside of me, including 
a cameraman and on-air 
personality from Finland’s 
largest television network. The 
clouds above began to clear 
slightly while the anticipation 
intensified.

At 10 minutes before the 
launch, for the 100th time, 
I checked my cameras. The 
blast would throw off auto 
exposure settings, so both 
shutter speed and exposure 
had to be set manually. The 
speed of the shuttle itself 
would throw off the autofocus 
features, so the focus, too, was 
set manually. The countdown 
clock continued winding down 
while my heart rate increased. I 
worried that everything was set 
correctly.

And then, the countdown 
clock stopped at 31 seconds. 
At that point, someone walked 
directly into the path of my 
long lenses and said, “Well, 

that’s a scrub.”
He could not have been more 

wrong.
I had heard that one of 

the downsides of being at 
the press site is that no one 
cheers, unlike the crowds in 
the parks around Titusville. 
At the press site, there was 
an audible groan when the 
countdown clock stopped at 
T-31 seconds. Like me, many 
members of the press had been 
on site for 30 or more hours. 
Everyone had been rained on 
and mosquito-bitten; they were 
worn out from lugging heavy 
camera gear and were just plain 
tired. To a person, everyone 
thought first of the safety of the 
astronauts, but after that, most 
thought next of a shower and a 
comfortable bed. 

The groans turned to cheers 
when the clock started again a 
few moments later. The cheers 
grew louder as smoke began 
to shoot out from the launch 
pad. Even the on-air television 
reporters broadcasting live 
could not help but to shout and 
applaud as Atlantis streaked 
into the sky. 

I expected to feel the initial 
blast instantly, but the shuttle 
was already in the air as the 
first wave of sound hit me. It 
was so powerful I could feel 
my clothes moving. I didn’t 
really get a chance to see the 
big picture of the launch. I saw 
short pieces of it through a 
600mm lens. But I felt it. It felt 
amazing.

More than an hour after the 
launch, the news center at the 
press site was packed. Long 
rows of desks were already 
taken so I found a place on the 
floor, next to a journalist from 
South America. Wait! It looked 
like the guy from CNN, sitting 
at a desk nearby, was going to 
leave. I could take his place!  
But no, he lingered. There 
was such an enormous rush 
of adrenaline within the span 
of a few seconds that, almost 
two hours later, most people 
were still processing it. It can’t 
be over yet, right?  There is 
still stuff going on!  By that 
time, Atlantis was already in 
space and the estimated million 
people who turned out for the 
launch were idling in traffic 
jams. Yet at the news center, 
no one seemed to want to leave 
while the adrenaline was still 
flowing.

Three hours after the launch 
and 33 hours after arriving at 
the space center, I finally got 
in my car for the drive home. 
The roads were still jammed 
all the way to Orlando. I was 
exhausted but wide-awake. 
I spent the hours in traffic 
reflecting on what had just 
happened. I had just witnessed 
history and felt privileged to 
have done so. I said a silent 
prayer for the crew of Atlantis 
and for everyone involved with 
the mission and then thought 
about the woman from China. I 
hoped she was OK.

For more photos and launch 
video of Atlantis, visit us online 
at www.observernews.net.
For more information about 
STS-135, visit NASA at www.
nasa.gov/shuttle
For a live video feed of the 
mission, visit www.nasa.gov/
multimedia/nasatv

Reporting on history
Continued from page 17 ■

The crowd in front 
of NASA’s iconic 
countdown clock cheers 
as Atlantis roars into 
space.

mitch traphagen phOtO
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Area Places of Worship

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor • 634-1292
Saturday Worship: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion....First & Third Sunday • Bible Class...Thursday 10 am, Guests Welcome

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2

THROUGH 12TH
GRADE

820 COLLEGE AVE. W.
RUSKIN, FL 33570

645-6439

Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship............8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service................7:00 p.m.
Awana .............................................7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org
A Resource for Families

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
Growing by Faith from Generation to Generation

Rev. Tracy H. Wilder • Church Office: 813-645-1521
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. - Contemporary Service and Sunday School

at West Campus (S.R. 674 and 9th Street SE, Ruskin)
8:00 a.m. - Traditional Service and 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion with Choir at 

East Campus (1015 Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center)
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WITH HOLY COMMUNION AND HEALING HOLY OIL

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Dr. Hank Galloway

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Basic Traditional Burial
$2,500

DIRECT CREMATION $875

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130

includes 20-gauge steel casket

www.zipperersfuneralhome.com
Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County

Family owned and operated since 1979
EXP. 7/31/11

Christmas in 
July

Christmas in July will be cele-
brated July 20 at Calvary Lutheran 
Church, located on US 41 N. be-
tween Apollo Beach and Ruskin, 
across from Mira Bay.  The annual 
event will include a turkey and all 
the trimmings dinner at 6 p.m. for 
$7 a person, or $25 for a family of 
parent(s) and pre-adult children.   
A special jolly man on vacation 
from the North Pole will stop by 
for a visit.  The Christmas worship 
service will follow at 7 p.m. with 
carols, lessons and candle light-
ing. 

A freewill offering will be ac-
cepted for the Mary and Martha 
House in Ruskin, a home for bat-
tered and abused women and chil-
dren.  Thrivent Financial services 
for Lutherans will match funds 
received.  

Everyone is asked to bring un-
wrapped "Back to School" items 
to place under the Christmas tree.  
These items will be donated to 
several area schools and teachers.  
Suggestions include, but aren't 
limited to backpacks, notebooks, 
pens pencils, paper, highlighters, 
scissors, binders, erasers, folders, 
markers and rulers.

Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate.  Dinner reservations must be 
made no later than July 18 by con-
tacting the church office at 645-
1305.  If you are unable to attend, 
but would like to make a monetary 
donation or that of school supplies, 
the church office is open Monday - 
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

Lutheran youth to hold dinner theater

United Community sponsors summer “Christmas”
Carla Miles, President of The Hope Fund for the Children in Wimau-
ma, puts the finishing touches on the Christmas in July display, 
which is the Mission of the Month for United Community Church.  
The Church has sponsored the Christmas in July fundraiser for 
more than 10 years. The Hope Fund provides scholarships, educa-
tional and cultural opportunities for children age six to 12 in Wimau-
ma’s after-school program.

Sound of the 
Shofar to meet

Sound the Shofar will meet July 
17, 2011  in the South Shore Li-
brary at 2 p.m. The address of the 
Library is 15816 Beth Shields 
Way, Ruskin. 

Pastor David Jones of Ruach 
Ministries in Brandon will speak  
on "Teaching Torah from a Mes-
sianic Perspective."

 For more information, call Pas-
tor Jones at 477-1517.  Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 

Vacation Bible School to be held
at St. John the Divine

NCWS makes patriotic contribution
Phyllis Butner, pianist, left, and Ev Villa, liturgist, right, present  
checks from the Nondenominational Christian Worship Services to 
Uta Kuhn, President of the Patriots Club of SCC. The donation of 
$1,477 was given from love offerings for the month of June. Uta 
Kuhn said, “The donation from NCWS will help to fund the installa-
tion and removal of and replacement of faded and tattered flags. It 
will also help the Patriots Club to expand its projects in order to pro-
mote patriotism in our community. We are very thankful and grateful 
to NCWS for their continued support to this worthy project.” 

Vacation Bible School at Northside 
Baptist Church to begin July 18

The Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and Life Connect!
Get your bags packed! You’re going to the big city! This trip is sure to 

be full of fun adventures, all enjoyed while learning some amazing truths 
about Jesus! So dust off your camera, fill up your gas tank, and load up 
your car! Enjoy a week of adventure at Northside Baptist Church! 

Vacation Bible School will be held July 18-22 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.  
Ages: Completed Kindergarten – Adults. 

Light snacks will be provided. Pre-register online at www.nbcor.org 
pre-registration is encouraged but not required. 

Northside Baptist Church is located at 1301 US Hwy. 41 N. Ruskin. 
For more information call 813- 645-1121. 

Craft show
Crafters are needed for a craft 

show at Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church in Sun City Center on Oc-
tober 21 and 22, 2011. Call Lynn 
at 941-723-8431 for more infor-
mation and an application. 

The Journey, the senior high and 
middle school youth of Calvary 
Lutheran Church, will be present-
ing a dinner theater Friday, July 29 
and Saturday, July 30 in the church 
Fellowship Hall, located on US  
41 N., between Apollo Beach and 
Ruskin, across from Mira Bay. 

The two act comedy, "Murder 

Me Always," is by Play Dead Mur-
der Mysteries, a company that spe-
cializes in murder mystery scripts.  
"Murder Me Always" features a 
group putting on a play when one 
of the actors is shot. The remain-
ing actors become the suspects. 

The dinner, with the main course 
being spaghetti, will begin at 7 
p.m. 

 There will be a Silent Auction 
with many items including some 
trips will be featured. Proceeds 
from the event will be used to send 
the youth to the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans next 
year. 

For more information or to buy 
tickets call Jordan Palzer at the 
church office, 813-645-1305. 

Vacation Bible School at St. 
John the Divine Episcopal Church 
is as follows: August 1-5 for chil-
dren 5-11 years old will be held 
at the Ruskin campus, 705 9th St, 
SE. from 5:45 - 8:45 p.m.  There is 
no charge for VBS and it is for all 
the children in the community.

At PandaMania VBS, children 
will explore a bamboo forest full 
of fun-loving pandas as Psalm 139 
comes to life! 

PandaMania begins with dinner. 
The children enjoy Bible stories, 
crafts, video visits from Chad-
der Chipmunk, catchy songs, and 
games. They share God Sightings 
and decorate "Jesus Loves Me" 
backpacks  for homeless children 
the South Shore area.

Youth Group Program: for youth 
entering 6th Grade and higher, is 
held at the Sun City Center Cam-
pus, 1015 Del Webb Blvd Aug. 
1-5, from 6-8:30 p.m. This pro-
gram begins with dinner and in-

cludes games, singing, Bible les-
sons, crafts, and Prayer and Share 
time. 

For further information or to reg-
ister for either program, call the 
church at 645-1521.
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1851 RICKENBACKER DRIVE • 813-938-4955
Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO THE SERVICES NOW WORSHIPPING IN THE “CHAPEL”
AT SUN CITY CENTER FUNERAL HOME 10:30 AM ON SUNDAYS
NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST

NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For Information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Dr. Gerald Iwerks
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Rev. Samuel Roach, Pastor

U.S. Hwy. 41 • 106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Daily .........................................................Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ................................ Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Miercoles 7:30 p.m.

Confession ...................... Wednesday 6:45 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Fr. John McEvoy
Pastor

813-645-1714
SaintAnneRuskin.org

Saint Anne Catholic Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ................Wed. 4-4:45 p.m. • Sat. 1-4 p.m.

All Are Welcome

Area Places of Worship

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Area Obituaries

Holley Russ
Holley Russ of Ruskin passed 

away on Wednesday, July 6. She was 
survived by her daughter, Jeanie, and 
three grandchildren, her brother and 
sisters, Wayne, Sally and Pam and 
many nieces and nephews. Services 
will be announced to family members.       

Albert James Rothe
Albert James Rothe, 91, passed 

away June 29 at Woodside Hospice, 
Pinellas Park, Fla. He was born in Flint, 
Mich., where he met his wife, Bertha. 
He was employed at the family dairy 
farm and later worked at Buick Motor 
Company. In 1956, the family moved 
to Mansfield, Ohio, where he worked 
as a supervisor at the General Motors 
stamping plant until his retirement in 
1980. In 1981, he moved to Sun City 
Center, Fla., where he was a member 
and avid golfer at the Caloosa Golf 
and Country Club. In 2010, he moved 
to Largo, Fla. During his retirement, 
he and his wife enjoyed many travels, 
including a trip to his father’s native 
New Zealand. He was pre-deceased 
by Bertha Morrish Rothe, his wife of 
65 years, and three brothers; Leo, 
Thomas, and Robert. He is survived by 
four children: Alberta J. (Gary) Bradrick 
of Mansfield, Ohio; Thomas E. (Hilda) 
Rothe of Westerville, Ohio; Joy A. Rothe 
of Mansfield, Ohio; and William J. (Gail 
Elder) Rothe of Clearwater, Fla. He is 
also survived by seven grandchildren 
and ten great grandchildren as well as 
many nephews and nieces.

A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, July 16 at 2 p.m. at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church, 1239 
Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center, Fla. 
Place of final rest will be the Garden at 
St. Andrew’s Church. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions to the Sun City Center 
Emergency Squad, 720 Ray Watson 
Drive, Sun City Center, FL 33573, in his 
name, would be appreciated.

Alice Koproski
Alice Clara (Bancer) Koproski of Sun 

City Center, Fla., died July 4, 2011. She 
was born November 7, 1922 in Toledo, 
OH. In 1943 she married her husband, 
Paul (deceased). They had 2 children: 
Ron (Nancy) Koproski of Ashtabula, OH 
and Deb (Mike) Kosko of Mattawan, 
MI. Because of Paul’s occupation, they 
lived in Toledo, Lima, Cincinnati and 
Troy, OH as well as Oshkosh, WI before 
retiring to Sun City Center, FL. After 
Paul passed in 1989, Alice continued to 
make her home in FL. Alice was making 
a move to live with Deb and Mike to be 
closer to her children, grandchildren 
and 5 great-grandchildren. She was to 
begin a new life in Michigan on June 
24. A different plan was in the works 
as Alice was taken directly to Bronson 
Hospital from the airport. She had her 
wish and was able to spend time with 
each of her children and grandchildren 
before her death. Alice will be 
remembered for her work ethic, family 
dedication and volunteer work with the 
St. Vincent DePaul Society. She was 
a faithful member of Prince of Peace 
Catholic Church in Sun City Center 
and looking forward to becoming a 
parishioner of St. Catherine of Siena 
in Portage, MI. Her love and spirit will 
live on in the hearts of her children, 
grandchildren: Steve (Elizabeth), Scott 
(Amy), Kerry Koproski and Mike, Matt, 
Nick and Katie Kosko. Her final resting 
place will be next to her husband. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, 
John and Julie (Wyrembek) Bancer; 
her sister, Eleanor; and her brothers: 
Walter and Leonard all of Toledo. 

Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated at 11 a.m. Friday, July 8, at 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church. 
Her family received friends one hour 
prior to the mass. Following the mass, 
food and fellowship was shared in 
the Life Story Center at the Life Story 
Funeral Homes, Betzler – Kalamazoo, 
MI; (800) 822-7594. Burial took place 
at Calvary Cemetery, Toledo, OH, on 
Monday, July 11, at 11 a.m. In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that donations 
be made to the St. Vincent DePaul 
Society, 1311 3rd Street, NE; Ruskin, 
FL 33570 or to Rose Arbor Hospice, 
5473 Croyden Avenue; Kalamazoo, MI 
49009. Please visit Alice’s personal web 
page at www.lifestorynet.com, where 
you can archive a favorite memory or 
photo and sign her online guestbook. 

Hutton
Richard H. Hutton, 80, passed away 

July 2, 2011 at his home in Ruskin. He 
is survived by his bride of 55 years, 
Betty (Pooh Bear); children: Gary 
Lane, Chuck Hunt, Conrad Hutton, 
Cindy Palmer, Sandy Thornton and 
Cathy Ramos; 12 grandchildren 
and 7 great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by son, Scott Hutton; 
granddaughter, Sara Palmer.

Arrangements by Zipperer's Funeral 
Home, Ruskin.

Bill Herzberg
Bill Herzberg, of Sun City Center, 

entered the Gates of Heaven on 
Thursday, July 7, 2011. The family is 
sure he was met with much rejoicing 
by his parents and loved ones. Bill is 
survived by his wife of 45 years, Pat; 
son, Randy and daughter, Barb; sister, 
Betty Lou Jorden of Dallas Texas and 
grandchildren Dylan and Breianne.

Bill was born in Davenport, Iowa and 
during his lifetime lived in Bettendorf, 
Iowa and Fort Myers, Florida.

Private memorial services were held.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be 

made to LifePath Hospice, 3725 Upper 
Creek Dr, Ruskin, Florida 33573.

Donald Edward 
Everhart

Donald Edward Everhart born March 
14, 1928, passed away June 30, 2011. 
He attended school in Tecumseh, MI, 
and college at MI Tech. He served in 
the USAF during the Korean War. 
He married Selma (Sally) Cole, Nov. 
5, 1950. He worked for Tecumseh 
Products Co. and retired as Plant 
Engineer in Somerset, KY after 39 
years. He was Pres. of Resource Realty 
Co., affiliated with Tecumseh Chieftains 
Club, Director of Foreman's Club, 
Scout leader for Explorers, member of 
KY Beekeepers Assoc., Commander 
of Post #38 in Somerset, and member 
of American Society of Heating & Air 
Conditioning Engineers. Don was 
appointed to the Advisory Council for 
Somerset Humana Regional Hosp. He 
was a selfless advocate for children and 
senior citizens. He was a foster parent 
for children of Oakwood, a volunteer 
with Parker Mill Fire Dept., was Pres. 
of Somerset Kiwanis, honored with 
outstanding leadership award, Lt. 
Gov. of KY-TN Kiwanis International. 
In Ruskin he volunteered for Meals 
On Wheels and was involved with the 
Senior Center. He enjoyed vacationing 
in other countries and his summer 
home on the lake where he could water 
ski and fish with family and friends. He 
has two children, Robert and Carolyn, 
grandchildren Nadia and Jason, and 
great-grandchildren Jeremy and Olivia.  
Donald had a severe stroke in 2000, 
heart attack and cancer later. Sally was 
constantly at his side to encourage him 
and make life more fulfilling. Special 
thanks to Dr. Jason Stibich and Ray 
Winder.

...It is written: Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of 
God. — Matthew 4:4 NIV

Joseph Vinci, Jr.
Feb. 8, 1925 - July 8, 2011

Joseph Vinci, Jr., 86, of Sun City 
Center, Florida, formerly of North 
Haven, Connecticut, was born in 
Bernice (Mildred), Pennsylvania. He 
was the son of Josephine Monde Vinci 
and Joseph Vinci, Sr., originally of 
Mistretta, Messina, Sicily.

He enlisted in the Marine Corps, 
serving in the 4th Division as a Corporal, 
stationed in the Mariana Islands and 
Saipan during World War II.

Joseph worked most of his career at 
Geometric Tool Company, New Haven, 
Connecticut and retired after 36 years 
of service.

His best enjoyment came from his 
wife, family, friends, dancing, laughter, 
a good joke, golf and as a volunteer at 
South Bay Hospital. He was a member 
of the Falcon Watch Golf Club, the 
Americans of Italian Heritage and 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church.

He is survived by his wife Mary 
Ann, four daughters; Catherine Vinci 
Germar (Edward) of New London, 
New Hampshire; Janice Vinci of 
Laguna Beach, California; Mary Ellen 
DeRosa of Orange, Connecticut; 
Angela Vinci of Aliso Viejo, California; 
four grandchildren; August Germar, 
Michael and Mariana Vinci Germar, 
and Shelby DeRosa; his sisters Mary 
Tramantano, Madeline Tramantano, 
Grace St. John (Wint) and many loving 
nieces, nephews and in-laws. He was 
predeceased by his parents, brother 
Salvatore (Norman) Vinci and his sister 
Josephine Beach.

 A Memorial Service will be held 
Friday, July 15, 2011 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Prince of Peace Catholic Church, 
702 Valley Forge Boulevard, Sun City 
Center. 

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations in memory of Joseph Vinci to 
Life Path Hospice, 2723 Upper Creek 
Drive, Ruskin, Florida 33573.
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5908 FORTUNE PLACE
APOLLO BEACH, FL  33572
www.Glisson1.com

(813) 645-6796

DAMON C. GLISSON,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Probate and Estate Planning  • Home Visits

• Wills  • Medicaid Planning  • Divorce
•  Personal Injury  • Wrongful Death

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely on advertisement. Before you 
decide, ask us to send you FREE written information 
about our qualifications and experience.

KNOX
   ALUMINUM

IMPROVEMENTS
“Our Customers Are Our Best Advertisement”

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

OF RUSKIN

Check the...
✓ Quality
✓ Difference
✓ Price

• Concrete
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Vinyl Windows

• Carports
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Roof Overs

813-645-3529  FAX: 813-645-7353 • KnoxAluminum.com

Lic. RX0057641
®

Office Address: 720 4th St. S.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm

$1000 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 9/30/11

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

Casual Waterfront Dining
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers 
and Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
Live Music Every Thursday 

and Saturday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm
Sunday 11-3 pm

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

FOURSOME SPECIAL $50 4 Golfers
Exp. 9/1/11

813-633-2636

Sun City
Dental Center

Open Mon.-Thurs.• 8:30-5:00

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., PA
New Patients & Emergencies Welcome

Offers expire 7/31/11. Coupons must be mentioned at time of 
scheduling appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum fee 
charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has 
the right to refuse pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other 
service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and 
within 72 hrs. of responding to the advertisement for the fee service 
examination or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

10% Off
Full & Partial

Dentures
5110, 5120, 5213, 5214

Coupon Must Be Presented
At Time Of Estimate

Voted #1 in Best of South Shore for 2010

727 Cortaro Dr. (Behind Burger King)

New Patient Full Mouth 
Series of X-Rays (0210) and 

Exam (0110) for $95 and 
receive a

$100 CREDIT toward 
your account for 
future treatment.
Coupon Must Be Presented

At Time Of Estimate

What caregivers 
need to know

The USF Health Byrd Alzheim-
er’s Institute is sponsoring a free 
community program, ‘Alzheimer's 
Disease: What Caregivers Need to 
Know’ on Tuesday, July 26 at the 
Windsor of Lakewood Ranch, 8220 
Natures Way in Bradenton.

The program is designed for indi-
viduals caring for a family member 
or friend with Alzheimer’s disease. 
Topics will include Understanding 
Alzheimer’s Disease, Progress in 
Treatment, Communication Strate-
gies, Managing Troublesome Be-
haviors and more. Whether you 
have just received the diagnosis 
or have been a caregiver for many 
years, this will be a day well spent. 
The program is from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and lunch will be provided by 
Windsor of Lakewood Ranch.

There is no charge, but advanced 
registration is requested to reserve 
a seat. For more information or to 
register, call (813) 974-4355 or toll 
free in Florida (800) 633-4563.

Neighborhood mini grants available 

Palmetto High School veterinary assisting 
class springs to the rescue

An unexpected situation tested the 
skills and commitment of Mrs. Julie 
Tillett’s Vet Assisting classes. In 
late March, five puppies were found 
abandoned by their mother shortly 
after birth, these puppies were 
adopted by FFA students and cared 
for over the past two months. At 
first students were required to bottle 
feed the puppies every two hours. As 
their eyes opened and weeks passed, 
students were able to return to 
normal sleeping patterns. Each day 
students would show up at school in 
the morning with text books in one 
hand and pet carrier in the other.

The class provided a “Puppy 
Day Care” for the young puppies 
throughout the balance of the school 
year. Theuli Vet Assisting classes 
provided the initial inoculation and 
worming. The puppies provided a 
hands-on opportunity for students 
to practice the skills required to 
work in a Veterinarian’s office. All 
of Mrs. Tillett’s students worked 

with each of the puppies, not just the 
adopted parents. “It was really a lot 
of fun and we learned a lot from the 
experience,” said Kristin Hutton, a 
junior.

As students prepare to leave school 

for the summer five students will 
leave with their summer projects at 
the end of a leash.  Mrs. Tillett said, 
“The dogs will be invited back from 
time to time next year for a “puppy 
reunion.”

Neighborhood associations lo-
cated in Hillsborough County and 
the cities of Tampa, Temple Ter-
race and Plant City can now apply 
for 2012 mini-grants up to $2,500 
to improve and strengthen their 
communities. The County’s Of-
fice of Neighborhood Relations 
is accepting applications through 
Friday, Aug. 12 at 5 p.m.

In the past, grant-funded projects 
have included playground equip-
ment, community festivals, shrub 
and flower beautification proj-
ects, crime watch programs, web-
sites, newsletters, and children’s 
programs.Applications for the 
mini-grants are available on the 
County’s website at www.hills-
boroughcounty.org/onr/minigrant.

Association representatives ap-
plying for the grants must view 
the mandatory mini-grant orienta-
tion video before submitting the 
application. No applications will 
be accepted without the Train-
ing Video Verification Form ac-
knowledging that it was viewed. 
The video reviews the application, 
grant criteria, projects that qualify 
for the mini-grant, and the scoring 
process. The video and the Train-
ing Video Verification Form are 
available on the County’s website 
at www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
onr/minigrant. 

 Applicants can fill out the veri-

fication form and then click send 
to submit it electronically to the 
County before completing their 
application.

Applications will be reviewed 
by the Neighborhood Mini-Grant 
Evaluation Committee and ap-
proved by the Board of County 
Commissioners. Only one grant 
will be awarded per neighborhood 
association. 

Completed applications will be 
due on/or postmarked on August 
12, 2011. Completed applica-
tions may be mailed to Office of 
Neighborhood Relations, 601 E. 
Kennedy Blvd., 1st Floor, Tampa, 
FL 33602, or faxed to (813) 276-
2621.

The program is co-sponsored by 
the Hillsborough County Board of 
County Commissioners, Hillsbor-
ough County Children’s Board and 
the Frank E. Duckwall Foundation 
within the Community Foundation 
of Tampa Bay.

Hillsborough County has an 
abundance of Regional Parks to 
discover, explore and enjoy during 
July, National Park and Recreation 
Month. This week’s featured park 
is E.G. Simmons Regional Park, 
2401 19th Ave. N.W. in Ruskin.

E.G. Simmons Park, located only 
three miles north of Ruskin, has 
been a popular area for outdoor en-
thusiasts since the mid-1960s. The 
Park was developed from 258 acres 
of native mangroves and open land 
areas, intertwined with waterways. 
An additional 200 acres of man-
grove swamp has been preserved 
as a bird and wildlife sanctuary.

Undoubtedly, the most popular 
features of the park are the pic-
nic areas and campground, which 
boasts beautiful waterfront views. 
E.G. Simmons Park has 87 indi-
vidual camp sites and one group 
site. Bird watching in the shallow 
waters and surrounding mangroves 
are also a popular pastime of park 
visitors.

 A public beach provides visitors 
with a perfect setting for sunbath-
ing and swimming, while a boat 
launch provides access for saltwa-
ter fishing and boating. The park 
also offers fishing piers and areas 
for bank fishing.

Hours in the spring and summer 
are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m and in the fall and 
winter are from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Fees for entry are $2 per vehicle 
carrying up to eight people and $1 

E.G. Simmons Park events publicized 
each additional person.

There is an annual entrance pass 
available for $50 individual, $100 
family; boat launch is $5 per boat

An annual boat launch pass is 
$100.

Camping fees are $24 per night, 
$18 per night for seniors. Camping 
is on a first come, first served ba-
sis. Reservations are not accepted, 
and campers must register with the 
office before taking a campsite.

Canoe/Kayak Rental - $25 for 
four hours.

Shelter Rental is $40 per day for 
small; medium is $70 per day and 
large is $125 per day. 

The extra large shelter is $225 
per day.

Activities and features are: a 
beach volleyball court, boat ramp, 
camping, canoe launch, canoe rent-
als, electrical hookups for camp-
ing, fishing, grills, hiking, picnic 
tables, playground, potable water, 
restrooms with hot and cold show-
ers near camp sites, RV/camper 
sewage dump stations, swimming, 
and waterfront camping sites.

E.G. Simmons Regional Park is 
an excellent place to have a good 
time on a tight budget and escape 
summer crowds. View E.G. Sim-
mons Regional Park photos on Fa-
cebook at HillsboroughFL.

For more information on E. G. 
Simmons Park, call (813) 671-
7655; to rent a shelter, call (813) 
931-RENT.

County to hold 
second budget 
hearing

Hillsborough County will hold 
its second budget hearing which is 
open to the public at 6 p.m. Thurs., 
July 21. Speaker sign-up is at 5:30 
p.m. The hearing will be held at 
the Florida Fairgrounds Special 
Event Center West, 4800 U.S. 301 
N., Tampa. Use the Martin Luther 
King Boulevard entrance. Parking 
is free to attendees. 

This is part of a series of pub-
lic hearings to receive input on its 
upcoming two-year budget cycle 
(FY2012/2013). 

Information and instructions for 
all comment options, a link to the 
dates of the budget hearings and 
workshops, and a link to the pro-
posed budget document in its en-
tirety are available on the County’s 
Web site at www.hillsborough-
county.org/budgetmatters/

Want even more?
Many of our stories have additional 
photos and information online. Visit

www.ObserverNews.net
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M & M Printing Co., Inc
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Read the entire newspaper online 
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to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

We re-cover or 
make new 
cushions

Delivery Available
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed on Weekends

2711 N. MacDill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607
813-876-1566     Call for directions

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More
WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY ROOM 

INSIDE AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

280 PETS
One yr old spayed female beagle. free 
to good home. good with kids & cats. 
does not howl. Owner not home enough.  
813-351-9523 

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE
almost new thrift store. 10008 indiana 
st., gibsonton (1 block off Us 41, 1 block 
north gibsonton dr.,) Wednesday thru 
saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, 
lots misc. Ministry first Baptist gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

714 Bunkerview dr., apollo Beach. 
saturday, July 16, 7am-2pm. Clothes, 
children’s, books, boys toys, i-pods, cell 
phones, electronics, furniture.

friday & saturday, July 15 & 16. 8am-
1pm. Wide assortment of  items. Home 
decor, costume jewelry, antique ap-
praisal & cook books. fur teddy bears, 
dolls, tools. 1509 Bentwood dr., sCC

Yard sale. Cleaning out, July 18 through 
July 24. 7:30am-2pm. 2901 Chaney dr., 
ruskin. turn off Us 41, toward Hide-
away rvP

2 family sale. 379 & 382 Club Manor 
dr., sCC. friday & saturday, 8am-
1pm. lamps, sofa bed, tools, clothing, 
household 

1419 Murillo loop, ruskin. Clothes, 
furniture, fishing, ceramic dolls, CDs, 
electronics, dishes, lamps, toys, books & 
much more. saturday, 8am-1pm.

sales. friday & saturday, 8am-noon. 
Clothes, tools, household & misc. 303 
Cranston Place (off amsbury Circle) st. 
andrews. sCC.

312 ESTATE SAlE

Thrift Store

1424 E. College Ave. • Ruskin
813-641-7790

Ministry of Calvary Lutheran Church

Wednesday, Friday
& Saturday

9 a.m. - Noon
 Cross Stitch

& Sewing Sale
50% OFF all supplies

Also ‘Secret Sale’

Denney’s estate sales

Serving All 
of South 

Hillsborough 
County

(813) 477-1793
• Licensed •

330 FURNITURE
Beautiful glass & acrylic dining table with 
6 upholster chairs $200. glass coffee 
table $30, entertainment center $125.  
813-633-8545 

dresser & mirror hutch $40. turn table 
w/ needles & 2 speakers $40.  813-634-
8425, leave message.

335 MUSIC
lowrey voyager organ & bench. Mint 
condition, 3 yrs old. $850. Call Joy  
813-633-1100 

354 MEDICAl
for sale. Brand new adult potty chair & 
walker $50. Call  813-641-1287 

360 gOlF CARTS
golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-645-4515 or 813-484-9855

410 BOATS
2000 Bayliner trophy with trailer. Jack  
plate, down riggers, Bimini top, bottom 
paint & more. $6,000. Call  813-645-
0330 

425 SlIPS OR STORAgE
south Bay rv & Boat storage. special-
izing in outside storage for rvs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.southBay-
storage.com

455 AUTOMOBIlES
1996 ford Crown victoria, cold a/C, 
good tires, new battery. good trans-
portation, 95,000 miles. $800 813-645-
7447 

St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store

Hours: Mon-Fri. • 9 to 5:30
Saturday • 9 to 4

SENIOR MONDAYS
Many popular items 

discounted 50%, in addition to 
weekly specials. Always low, 

reasonable prices.

1311 3rd St. NE • Ruskin
(Behind St. Anne Church
& Next to Kennco Mfg.)

• Save •
$5 OFF

with purchase of $25 
(before tax)

Expires 7/27/11

BRING THIS AD

Please Recycle This Paper

Classified is the Buyers Marketplace

To Place a classified ad  
fax to 813-645-1792

Why drive 20 miles for your printing? 
We are the local source for business cards, 
letterhead, invoices, posters, tickets, etc. 

Your neighborhood printer.

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210 Woodland Estate Ave., SW 
Ruskin, Fl       813-645-4048

1519 Ft. Duquesna Dr.
Sun City Center

Fri. & Sat., July 15 & 16
  7 a.m. to noon 

PARK ON SIDE OF SALE ONLY

(813) 758-7952 or (813) 758-7954

Mobility Cart, Full & Queen 
Bedroom Suites, Dinette Table 
w/Chairs, Dining Room Suite, 

Entertainment Center, Curio Cabinets, 
Sofa Sleeper, China Cabinets, Bar 

Stools, Armoire, Island Bar, Leather 
Swivel Rockers w/Ottomans, Small 
Refrigerator, Gas Grill, One-on-One 
Trainer, Microwave, Collectibles, 
Tools, Jewelry, Household, Kitchen

& Misc. Items. 
www.AnnesEstateSales.blogspot.com

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924.

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 87 Years
1924 — 2011

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318

OVER 6 ACRES of beautiful secluded, wooded acreage, one of a kind waterfront view. Property 
has M/M, well & septic. Two folio numbers. 165 ft. riverfront. $299,900 CALL KAY PYE 
361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
REDUCED PRICE!! 5 ACRES with 10 greenhouses! 3BR/2BA MH built in 2001. Special 
features include: 20 x 30 workshop, 2 free standing double carports, 190 foot well, electric gate 
and much more. Zoning is AR. $134,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE 
WESTBROOK 748-2201
PRICE REDUCTION!! GREAT LOCATION on 4.7 Acre Parcel(MOL) in a very convenient 
location, minutes from Hwy 674 and I-75. Great area for a small development or your own 
private estate. $129,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
SOMETHING SPECIAL WITH MOTHER-IN-LAW QUARTERS on over ½ acre lot. 3,040 sq ft 
2BR/3.5BA, plus a den that could easily convert to third bedroom. Built in 2007 and is in 
excellent condition. Special features include: vaulted ceilings, crown molding, tray ceilings, 
gorgeous kitchen with center-island and a sink, custom cabinets, master bath with garden tub & 
separate shower & a nice size sitting room & much more! This is a short sale but worth the wait. 
$225,000 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 
RUSKIN BEAUTIFUL POOL HOUSE: 2BR+Den/2.5BA/Garage (den could be a 3rd BR), 
extensively remodeled: new kitchen, new hardwood floors, new central air & heat, 3-year-new 
caged pool, windows & roof, and a very nice lot with a 10 ft. easement from backyard to canal. 
$175,000. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
LARGE WAREHOUSE FOR SALE OR LEASE: 1.61 acre lot on busy road, CG zoning, and 
7,200 sq.ft. building, including air-conditioned offices, loading dock, roll-up doors, insulated roof, 
security system. $2,000/month lease, $375,000 sales price. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
RUSKIN 2BR/1BA HOUSE A BLOCK FROM RIVER: Great starter/retirement or rental 
property, this home has newer metal roof, carport, utility-rm, and deep lot with shed. Peaceful 
area, adjacent lot for sale separately. $64,900. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
CAN’T FIND THE HOUSE YOU WANT? Build it. Nice sized lot close to park, school, transporta-
tion. Once had house so no impact fees for construction on this very affordable property in 
Apollo Beach. Anxious seller. $18,500 CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288 
EXTENDED FAMILY? DESIRE FOR INVESTMENT PROPERTY? Check out this renovated 
duplex on small canal near end of Shell Point. 2BR/1BA and 1BR/1BA stilt with breathtaking 
views from balconies. $159,900 CALL JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
AWESOME HOME IN SUN CITY CENTER!! 2BR/2BA, 2-car garage and conveniently located 
to all of the amenities that Sun City Center has to offer. Built in 1994 this home been 
meticulously maintained with new a/c in 2006, a new roof in 2007 and much, much more. You 
don’t even have to mow your lawn as lawn maintenance is part of the homeowner’s association 
agreement!! Sun City Center has much to offer with golf courses, tennis, softball, two indoor 
pools plus over 200 clubs and various other activities. A golf cart friendly community to local 
shopping and activities and it is conveniently located to airports, beaches, Tampa, Sarasota & 
St. Petersburg. All this for only $135,000. Come and enjoy the Florida lifestyle today!! CALL 
CATHY GRIGGS 391-8653
BUY TODAY, MOVE IN TOMORROW! Pert and neat 4BR/2BA home in desirable Bloomingdale 
community on conservation lot with pond, large screened porch, split bedroom plan for privacy, 
great room floorplan, spacious eat-in kitchen with newer SS appliances, mature landscaping 
and more. A great buy for $165,000. CALL JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540.
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RENTAlS
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650
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458 PARTS & SERVICE

465 RV lOT RENTAl
RV lot for rent in Ruskin. $275 monthly 
includes water & sewer plus deposit. 
941-737-1944 or 813-345-6860

Name:  _____________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________ State:  ______  Zip: __________

Daytime Phone:  _____________________________________________

The Observer News • The sCC Observer • The riverview CurreNT

THE SHOPPER
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

To place a classified ad
call 813-645-3111 Ext. 201;
fill out the form below and fax to

813-645-1792; or mail this form to
The Shopper

210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW • Ruskin, FL 33570

Up to 20 words
$17.00

30¢ for each 
additional word 

DEADlINE:
Ad and payment must 

be received by 4:00 p.m. 
Monday for publication in 

that week’s edition.

Classification:  ___________________  

Ad copy as you wish it to appear:

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

_____________  ____________   ____________  ____________

510 WATERFRONT FOR SAlE
Read the entire newspaper on line 
including the classified by going to 
Observernews.net. Community news & 
advertising 24/7 is only 1 click away.

511 HOuSES FOR SAlE

511 HOuSES FOR SAlE
Rusk in ,  R iverbend communi ty . 
3br/2ba/2cgs, 1,500 sf living space, 
large lot. Short sale approved. $79,900.  
813-671-2445 or 813-857-3372 610 WATERFRONT RENTAlS

Sailboat water, dock, 3br/2ba, big lanai, 
CHA, fireplace. Long term preferred. 
Please call 813-892-5802 813-645-4708 
or 352-543-5566

The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking /
fishing. Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, 
plus deposit. No pets.  813-850-5217,  
813-863-6123

611 HOuSES FOR RENT

S & R Properties 
3, 2 & 1 bedrooms. No pets. Ruskin, 

Gibsonton area. RV lots available 813-
310-1888 or 813-849-1469

House for rent. Ruskin 2br/1ba fenced 
yard. $700 monthly.  Close to Manatee 
River & boat ramp. Available now.  813-
610-3485 or 813-641-7791

612 APTS. FOR RENT
Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, wash-
er /dryer hookup. $695 monthly plus 
deposit, water & lawn service included,  
813-244-1676 

Riverview. Bachelor apt, older man, no 
pets /children. Utilities included. On river, 
free fishing. Big front porch. Quiet, beau-
tiful, $650 monthly.  813-677-0135 

613 CONDOS FOR RENT
Kings Point 1br/1.5ba. furnished nicely, 
covered parking, all amenities $700 
monthly or for sale. $25,000, owner 
financing. 813-634-1162 

620 ROOmS FOR RENT
Wimauma. Immaculately maintained 
country setting.  Furnished bedroom, 
w/ cable TV. Includes all utilities. Safe, 
fenced & well lighted at night. Near bus 
route. No alcohol /drugs. A must see.  
813-503-4592 

Single female 40 + to rent room, clean 
with private bath, non smoker. $350 
monthly plus 1/2 utilities. Riverview 
813-671-0234 

630 m.H. RENTAlS
Two bedroom $165 weekly,  plus secu-
rity deposit.    R & M Mobile Home Park 
in Gibsonton.  813-236-9207

1 bedroom mobile home in quiet mobile 
home park, 21st St.  NW, Ruskin. Fish-
ing dock, laundry.  $595 monthly, plus 
security, all utilities.  No pets. 813-645-
8985 or 813-610-7515

Mobile homes & RV lots for rent. Mobile 
homes for sale. E-Z terms. Eastwood 
Estates Mobile Home Park, Gibsonton. 
Call Heather 813-677-5726 

Huge DWMH 3br/2ba with porch on 
one private area, near Sun City Center. 
CHA. Please call 813-892-5802, 813-
645-4708 or 352-543-5566 

Movie in special (2 week free). Newly 
renovated MHP. Several homes ready. 
$155 weekly. L&N MHP, Gibsonton. 
813-684-9708 or 813-245-7425 

One bedroom RV on private property. 
References. $125 weekly plus deposit. 
includes utilities.  813-363-6001 

For Rent: Clean 
mobile Homes With 
A/C. 813-677-1086

2br/2ba mobile homes on private prop-
erty on beautiful Bullfrog Creek.  813-
239-4353. or  813-967-5501                                                          

645 OFFICE SPACE

646 WAREHOuSE SPACE
Garage & mini storage rooms for rent. 
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

651 BOOkkEEPINg

QuickBooks®  
Next training class  

July 23 
Call or email for details. Certified 

Pro-advisor & POS. Full bookkeeping 
services Tutoring/ software issues/ 
payroll/  inventory/ review/ cleanup. 
Hourly rates. Your office or mine. 

Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net. www.theasquickbookkeeping.com  

661 BuSINESS OPP.
Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classified by going to 
Observernews.net. Community news & 
advertising 24/7 is only 1 click away.

680 ADulT/CHIlD CARE
I am an experienced CHA. Duties 
consist of:: errands, bathing, light 
housekeeping, etc. SCC resident. Call 
813-633-1874 

Caregiver/Companion 
Quality care for your loved one. 

References upon request. Please call  
813-641-9012 

Elderly caregiver or housekeeper, excel-
lent driving record. Any hour, Monday 
thru Friday. Years of experience w/ 
references.  813-645-2456 

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

705 ClEANINg

Ron’s Cleaning Service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629  
Flat rate $75, full clean

705 ClEANINg
Angel’s Touch provides quality clean-
ing, as well as in home non medical 
elderly care service, for the Apollo 
Beach, Ruskin, SCC area. Contact Cheri  
813-319-5463, for further details. 

710 lAWN CARE

Bill’s Lawn Service 
 Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

M & C Mower Repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized warranty 
center. Commercial & residential. 725 
14th St., Wimauma.  813-938-3226. 

Pickup & delivery 

Henry’s Lawn Maintenance.  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, tree 

service. Pressure washing. Monthly 
lawn maintenance. Licensed & in-

sured. Free estimates. 813-477-3054 
www.henryslawnmaintenance.com

Terry’s Lawn Service 
Free estimates. Mowing, trimming, 

edging. Home 813-634-2856, cell 813-
317-7679 

Veterans Affordable lawn,  landscaping, 
tree trimming/ hauling. Residential /com-
mercial. Mow, edge, trim /weed. Odd 
jobs.  Free estimate. Honest /depend-
able.  813-641-7554

FloraScapes   
Professional maintenance company 
serving all your landscaping needs. 
Residential & commercial. Ruskin, 
Apollo Beach, SCC, Riverview. Li-
censed /insured.  813-333-3688 

714 TREE REmOVAl

Professional Tree & 
Landscaping. Sales: trimming, remov-
als, popcorn curbing, stump grinding, 

clearing, hauling. Fill dirt/  top soil/  
rock/  mulch. We barter for items of 
value. Free estimate. Call Paul 813-

634-6041 or 813-751-9691

715 FIll DIRT/HAulINg

Myers Trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

Pittman Trucking 
 & Tractor  

Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

716 CONCRETE

Concrete Finishing  
Patios, driveways,  sidewalks. 

Licensed & insured. Call Steve Sim-
mons  813-503-8764. Lic#201587

720 HOmE mAINT.

Custom Carpentry  
Doors. Doors installed, decks, rails, 
stairs, screens enclosures. Home 

repairs, remodeling, framing. Senior 
discount. Free estimates.  C-117507  

www.myic.com/customcarpentry  
813-645-1778. 

The OBSERVER NEWS has it all!

Classified is Informative
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EMPLOYMENT

800

COMMUNiTY PaPERS  
Of fLORida 

(CPf STaTEwidES)

CPf STaTEwidES CPf STaTEwidES

DARE to DREAM now on You Tube  
Don’t miss his New Original “What 
About Us” . . . Also Missing You & 
It Might Be You  All Performed by 
Alex  www.youtube.com/user/alex-
tributes  ; 

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE: 
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 
3mo + FREE NFL Sunday Ticket w/
Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! 
From $29.99/mo Call by 7/21! 888-
420-9466

DISH Network delivers more for less!  
Packages starting at $24.99/mo, Local 
channels included!  FREE HD for life!  
Free BLOCKBUSTER® movies for 3 
months.  1-888-418-9787

INVESTORS – Outstanding and im-
mediate returns in equipment leasing 
for oilfield industry. Immediate lease 
out. Tax benefits and high returns. 
We need more equipment! 1-800-
491-9029  

720 HOME MaiNTENaNCE
I live in SCC & can fix leaky toilets, 
faucets, AC filters, screen repair, minor 
electric, etc. The best part, you set the 
price & no service charge. Call Artie  
813-300-9699 

729  STORM SHEiLdS

affordable Storm Shields 
Aluminium panels, clean  clear panels, 

Hurricane fabric, accordion style 
panels & more. Free estimate. wwww.
affordablestormshields.com.  813-446-

7172 

740 MiSC. SERviCES

Seawall Repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

in Your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com  
Oliver & Company  

820 CLERiCaL

full Charge Bookkeeper 
Experience in Microsoft Office Word 
& Excel. Should be knowledgeable 

in multi-state sales tax filing, payroll, 
accounts payable, accounts receiv-

able, bank reconciliation, and general 
ledger. Casual atmosphere and great 
benefits. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Please email resume to: 

Laurie@welchtennis.com

830 RESTaURaNT
Experience  waitress needed. Apply 
within: Sun City Cafe, 1617 Sun City 
Plaza. Before 1pm. Monday thru Friday. 
No phone calls.

• Advertise your product or service in over 125 free community publications throughout the State of Florida
• Fast, easy, very affordable • For complete details, call Beverly at 813-645-3111 x201

Now That We Have Your Attention...
Get the Attention of  5.2 Million Homes In Florida

*REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  Get 
a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for Free and programming 
starting at $24.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, So Call Now.  
1-800-795-7279   

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New 
with Warranty, 3 Pumps, LED lighting, 
Ozone Deluxe Cover, maintenance 
free cabinet. Retails for $18,900. 
Sacrifice $8995.  Can deliver. 727-
851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  We buy Any 
Kind/Brand.  Pay up to $18.00 per 
box.  Shipping Paid.  Hablamos Es-
panol.  Call 1-800-267-9895  www.
SellDiabeticstrips.com  ; 

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice 
for an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Liv-
ing/Medical Expenses Paid.  Loving, 
Financially Secure Families Await.  
1-877-341-1309  Atty Ellen Kaplan 
(#0875228) 

adOPTiON  866-633-0397  Un-
planned Pregnancy? Provide your 
baby with a loving, financially se-
cure family. Living/Medical/Coun-
seling expenses paid. Social work-
er on staff. Call Compassionate 
attorney Lauren feingold  (fL Bar 
#0958107) 24/7  

adOPTiON  888-812-3678  all Ex-
penses Paid.  Choose a Loving, 
financially Secure family for your 
child  24 Hrs 7 days   Caring & Con-
fidential.  Attorney Amy Hickman.  
(Lic. #832340)    

Are you pregnant? A childless, single 
woman seeks to adopt. Will be 
hands-on mom w/flexible schedule. 
Financially secure. Expenses paid. 
Sheila or Adam. 1-800-790-5260. FL 
Bar #0150789

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

LOviNG adOPTiONS   GivE YOUR 
BaBY THE BEST iN LifE!  Loving, 
financially Secure families waiting 
to adopt.  Prior Birth Mothers On 
Staff   Living & Medical Expenses 
Paid  Jodi Rutstein, an attorney/
Social worker Truly Cares about 
You!!  1-800-852-0041   #133050   

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption 
expert.  You choose from families 
nationwide.  LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID.  Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions.  1-866-413-6298.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to 
$150 per day.  Under cover Shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining 
establishments  Exp Not Re.  Call 
1-888-601-4861

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVION-
ICS  Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Ap-
proved; financial aid if qualified.  Job 
placement assistance.  Call National 
Aviation Academy Today!  1-800-659-
2080 or NAA.edu  

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  
At least 62 years old?  Stay in your 
home & Increase cash flow!  Safe & 
Effective!  Call Now for your FREE 
DVD! Call Now 888-879-2309 

GIGANTIC MIRRORS  Jobsite Left-
overs, Brand New, Perfect Condition, 
48”x100” (7), $115 each; 60”x100” (8), 
$140 each; 72”x100” (11), $165 each. 
Free delivery. 1-800-473-0619

ATTENTION OPC’S – Hilton Head 
Island, America’s largest OPC track 
is looking for 3 professional OPCS. 
Experience necessary. Call Brenda 
for info:  843-684-0890

ATTN:  HOME COMPUTER WORK  
Work from anywhere 24/7.  Up to 
$1,500 Part-Time to $7,500/Month 
Full-Time.  Training provided.  www.
ktrglobal.com ; or Call 1-888-304-
2847

Customer Service Evaluator Needed. 
Multi-task and computer literate. Valid 
ID required. Earn $400/weekly.  cus-
tomshopperevaluator@live.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 
- $48 per hour / No Experience  Full 
Benefits / Paid Training  1-866-477-
4953, Ext. 57  Now Hiring!!  

Home Workers Needed Now  Process 
Our Orders for $5 Per Envelope.  
Guaranteed!  Start Immediately.  For 
Free Information Call 800-531-6828 
or  Click  WWW.HBPINFORMATION.
COM

MOVIE EXTRAS  Stand in the Back-
ground for Major Film Production. 
Earn up to $300/day. Experience Not 
Required. All looks needed. Speak 
to a Live Person. For Details 888-
664-5279.

NOW HIRING:  Companies desper-
ately need employees to assemble 
products at home. No selling, any 
hours. $500 weekly potential. Info. 
1-985-646-1700  DEPT. FL-820

PROCESS Mail From Home!  Pay 
Weekly!  Free Supplies!  Bonuses!  
Genuine Opportunity!  Start Imme-
diately!  Helping Homeworkers since 
1992!  Call 1-888-302-1512.  www.
howtowork-fromhome.com

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money 
Down.  No Credit check!  Call Now 
1-888-270-0372  

NORTH CAROLINA - ALMOST 2 
ACRES, nice building tract, wooded, 
Bladen County, $12,900. Owner 
financing 803-473-7125

Bring the family! Sizzling Summer 
specials at Florida’s Best Beach, 
New Smyrna Beach.  See it at www.
NSBFLA.com/Specials ; Or  Call 
1-800-541-9621  

NC MOUNTAINS HALF PRICED 
SALE Foreclosed Lots, 2.5acres & up 
from $17,000.  Limited time offer. High 
altitude, secluded, easily accessible, 
spectacular views. Bryson City.  CALL 
OWNER: 1-800-810-1590

NC MOUNTAINS  New custom built 
partially finished log cabin on 1.7 
acres. Vaulted ceilings, spacious 
porches, private setting with paved 
road access. $85,000. Hurry – won’t 
last. 866-738-5522

20 ACRE LAND FORECLOSURES  
$0 Down, Take Over $99/mo. Was 
$16,900  Now $12,900! Near Boom-
ing El Paso Texas. Beautiful Views, 
Owner Financing, Money Back Guar-
antee. Free Color Brochure  1-800-
843-7537

Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Suf-
ferers: Clinically proven all-natural 
supplement helps reduce pain and 
enhance mobility. Call 888-662-1941 
to try Hydraflexin RISK-FREE for 90 
days.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharma-
cy will provide you with savings of up 
to 90% on all your medication needs. 
Call Today 888-372-6740 use Promo 
code save133 for $25.00 off your first 
prescription and free shipping.

Local STD/HIV Testing  Did you know 
you can have an STD and show no 
symptoms?  Early detection and treat-
ment can prevent permanent dam-
age? Highest levels of privacy and 
discretion.  Call 1-888-587-0776

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20MG!! 
40 Pills+ 4/FREE for only $99. #1 Male 
Enhancement, Discreet Shipping. 
Only $2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now! 
1-888-797-9012

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for 
high paying Aviation Career.  FAA 
approved program.  Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement assistance.  
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-314-6283

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid. We Come To You! Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Gro-
cery Coupons, NOAH’S ARC Support 
No Kill Shelters,  Research to Advance 
Veterinary Treatments  FREE TOW-
ING, Tax Deductible, Non-Runners 
Accepted  1-866-912-Give

Why drive 20 miles for 
your printing?  
We are the local 

source for  
business cards,  

letterhead, invoices, 
posters, tickets, etc..... 

Your neighborhood 
printer.

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

210  Woodland Estate Ave.,  
Ruskin, Fl      

813-645-4048

CPf STaTEwidES

advertise in the newspaper 
that your community is 

reading.
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AC REPAIR/SALES

Save 10% on 
web advertising

Call your advertising 
representative today for more 

information (813) 645-3111
www.ObserverNews.net

THE OBSERVER NEWS • THE SCC OBSERVER • THE RIVERVIEW CURRENT
BUSINESS & TRadE dIRECTORy

BAIL BONDS
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*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

STORAGE

HANDYMAN* PLUMBING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

ROOFING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

AUTO RENTALS

813-910-1111
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Seffner, Bradenton & Brandon locations

Auto & Van RENTALS
at DISCOUNT RATES

Starting from
$149.95/week

• No Credit Card Required •
Must be at least 21 and have current insurance

RENT TO OWN Option Available

AUTO REPAIRS

Lowest Price Guarantee

813-719-9128
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Auto Repair
MEGDYL

• Tires • Brakes • AC  
• Transmissions • 
and much more

Towing
Service

Available

FREE Auto Loaner with most Repairs!

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 30 Years Experience

®

• Home Improvements, Remodels
& Repairs • Carpentry • Dry Wall

• General Home Maintenance • Painting 
• Power Washing • Screen Repair

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

PAINTING

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting
• Power Washing
• Drywall Repairs

• Preparing Homes For Sale
• Improving Curb Appeal
• Replacing Old Fixtures

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878

• Bonded • Insured

SEPTIC

WINDOW CLEANING

WINDOW FILM

WINDOW
TINTING

by Jerry

(813) 621-7149

• Residential 
• Commercial • Auto

Serving all of the Tampa Bay area

(auto tinting done at 
1100 N. 50th St., Suite 4B)

Residential TECO Rates available

WINDOW TINTING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

813-766-1637
www.tint-one.com

• Solar • Impact • Security • Decorative 
• TECO Rebate

Residential Lifetime Warranty
since 1985

Commercial & Residential Tinting

20% OFF
any Heat Control Film

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans • 
Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 

Painting • Home Improvement`

Call for FREE Estimate
(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

Registered with SCC Community Association

We Fix It All!

CABINETS

Michael’s 
Custom Cabinets

813-245-2713

• Complete Remodel or 
Reface • Kitchen or Bath 

• Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops

• Build New Entertainment 
Center to fit Larger TVs

Mike Leeper, Owner
Business Owner 20+ Years

Vietnam Vet USMC

• 
Re
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J E N K I N S  H Y U N D A I  o f  B r a d e n t o n www.BradentonHyundai.com

RETHINK EVERYTHING
YOU KNOW ABOUT LUXURY CARS.

w
w
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H
yu
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d

a
i.

c
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m

1-855-704-9863
2503 1ST STREET EAST ON ALT 41  

SALE HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm • SUN Noon - 6pm  • SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30am-5:30pm • SAT 8am-3pm

JENKINS  
HYUNDAI  

BRADENTON

Manatee Ave. W/SR64

1
4

th
 S

tr
e

e
t

41

DeSoto
Square Mall

75
INTERSTATE

State Road 70

Cortez Road

Exit 220 West

Exit 217B West

301

RED
BARN

1
s
t 

S
tr

e
e

t 
E

“Se Habla Español”  

All prices are plus tax, tag and are before any dealer installed options and include all available manufacturer rebates & incentives. † Lease down payment requirement: ’11 Elantra- $2799, ‘11 
Elantra Touring - $1999, ‘11 Santa Fe - $2699, ‘11 Genesis Coupe - $2699, ’11 Sonata $3500,’11 Tucson - $2499, ’11 Genesis Sedan - $2698. All offers are with approved credit and some cannot be 
combined. *Expected range for most drivers, your actual mileage may vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. ◊ See us for details. Photos are for illustration purposes only. 
Advertised vehicles subject to prior sale. Programs subject to change without notice. Must finance thru Hyundai Motor Finances. • Comparable Models. ˚ Must present signed buyers order from 
accredited Hyundai Dealer on same model & equipment. ∆ $3000 guaranteed trade allowance cannot be combined with any other offers, offer only good on new vehicles. 

Low Price Guarantee We will beat any
other Hyundai dealer

or pay you $500 
˚

5 Years / 60,000 Mile
Bumper to Bumper Coverage

5 Year / Unlimited Miles
24 Hour Roadside Assistance

See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details.

JENKINS HYUNDAI of Bradenton

Three Sonatas Countless Possibilities!

2011 Sonata Hybrid

New Thinking
New Possibilities

2011 Sonata

2011 Sonata Turbo SE

Starting
As Low 
As...

PER
MO.*M

P
G

UP
TO35

M
P
G

UP
TO35

M
P
G

UP
TO40

#27403

#G0402F45

#37432F45

The 2011 Sonata Family  is  an  Overachiever in Power, MPG, Room & Safety
* On the 2011 Sonata Stk#27403 w/$3500 down

StartingStarting $169$169

Don Jenkins, Jr.
General Manager

#80422

2011 Genesis
Performance, Technology, 
Safety & Quality

M
P
G

UP
TO27

Lease
For...

$39936 Mo.
Lease†

$3000
Guaranteed  Trade  Allowance ∆

#62423

2011 Santa Fe
Rugged Capability, 
Comfort & Style

M
P
G

UP
TO29

Lease
For...

$29936 Mo.
Lease†

#83402

2011 Tucson
$4,000 Less Than RAV 4 M

P
G

UP
TO31

Lease
For...

$25936 Mo.
Lease†

#45413

5 Star Safety Ratings

0 %0 %
On Select Models◊
APR

THIS WEEK!

INTRODUCING THE 
ALL NEW REDESIGNED... More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =More Mileage =

More Savings!
2011 Elantra
All-New M

P
G

UP
TO40

Lease
For...

$12936 Mo.
Lease†

2012 Accent
M
P
G

UP
TO40

Affordable & Fuel Efficient

#C0303

2011 Genesis Coupe
Revolution In Design, 
Performance & Value

2011 Genesis Coupe2011 Genesis Coupe
M
P
G

UP
TO27

Lease
For...

$25936 Mo.
Lease†

#D503

2011 Elantra Touring2011 Elantra Touring2011 Elantra Touring
M
P
G

UP
TO31

Buy
For...

$15,995
Lease
For...

$19936 Mo.
Lease†OR
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TSS Youth Sailing offers fun and learning on the water
By PAT AUSTIN ■

President, TSS Youth Sailing
APOLLO BEACH — Young 

sailors, ages 7 to 17, are enjoying 
sailing classes by TSS Youth 
Sailing, Inc., in beautiful Bal 
Harbor, at 1250 Apollo Beach 
Blvd., in Apollo Beach. 

In TSS Youth Sailing’s sailing 
classes and racing clinics, young 
sailors are learning the basics of 
sailing, intermediate sailors are 
improving their sailing skills and 
advanced sailors are learning to 
compete in sailboat races. 

Sailing classes are Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., during the weeks of July 18, 
and 25, and weeks of August 1 and 
8. 

Racing clinics are on Saturdays, 
from 9 a.m. to noon until the Joey 
Meyer Regatta, an annual event of 
sailboat races, on August 27. 

From the first day, young sailors 
are on the water, sailing in small 
boats, having fun and learning 
the ropes in a safe, organized 
program of sailing activities. 
They are rigging, launching, 
sailing and landing a pram or 
Sunfish, understanding wind 
direction, steering and points of 
sail to maneuver the boat upwind 
(tacking) and downwind (jibing). 

Intermediate and advanced 
students are sharpening their skills 
for enhanced performance. All 
graduating students are invited to 
race in the Joey Meyer Regatta at 
the end of the season. 

TSS Youth Sailing’s instructors 
are certified to teach by U.S. 
Sailing, the national sailing 
authority, and they are also 
certified for CPR, First Aid and 
boating safety. Class size is limited 
for safety and personal attention. 

TSS Youth Sailing is hosted by Kids take part in the TSS Youth Sailing Racing Clinic at the Tampa Sailing Squadron in Apollo Beach on July 9, 2011.

Mitch traphagen photos

Tampa Sailing Squadron, a sailing 
club. Tampa Sailing Squadron 
welcomes new members. Visit TSS 
at 1250 Apollo Beach Boulevard or 
their web-site at www.sail-tss.org. 
TSS also sponsors Sea Scout Ship 
185, a year ’round coed program 
for ages 14 - 20, with a focus on 

boating and sailing. 
 Visit TSS Youth Sailing’s 

website, www.tssyouthsailing.org 
for more information about sailing 
and racing classes. TSS Youth 
Sailing, Inc., is a Florida nonprofit 
and federal 501(c)(3) educational 
organization.
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