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The ethanol plant slated 
to be constructed in 
Gibsonton is looking at 
a longer timeline before 
permitting begins. 
See page 7

If you were in downtown 
Tampa over the 
weekend, rest assured it 
had not been invaded. It 
was only Metrocon. 
See page 15
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The 
dawn 
of the 
final 
mission

By  ■ MITch TraphaGen
mitch@observernews.net

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — If the space 
shuttle Atlantis had an odometer, it would 
read 120 million miles. She has orbited the 

earth more than 4,600 times since her maiden voyage 
on October 3, 1985. Today, she stands proudly on 
Launch Pad 39A at Kennedy Space Center, ready and 
waiting for her final journey into space. The launch, 
currently scheduled for July 8, will not only mark her 
final flight, but it will also mark the end of NASA’s 
space shuttle program. Upon Atlantis’ return to earth, 
the entire fleet will have been retired and, as of today, 
there are no further U.S. manned space missions on 
the calendar. The United States will, temporarily 
at least, no longer have the capabilities of sending 
people into space.

More than 131 million Americans have lived their 
entire lives with the space shuttle program. For those 
aged 30 and under, the Apollo program was history, 
the space shuttle was the news of the day and it 
became part of everyday life, much like compact 
disks, DVD players and personal computers. The 
shuttle was America’s link to space and the final 
frontier, beginning with the first test vehicle 
named, appropriately enough, Enterprise. Although 

planning for the program began in the 1960s, the 
first operational shuttle, Columbia, was launched 
successfully on April 12, 1981. Since then, the shuttle 
fleet has flown 134 missions, orbiting the earth nearly 
21,000 times. July 8 will mark the 135th and final 
mission of the program.

In more than 30 years of slipping the bonds of 
earth for space, there have been two tragedies with 
loss of crew, a total of 14 lives. Challenger exploded 
73 seconds after liftoff on January 28, 1986; and 
Columbia disintegrated upon reentry only 16 minutes 
before its expected landing on February 1, 2003. Both 
stunned the nation and gave pause to NASA’s shuttle 
program until answers could be found and solutions 
implemented. In each case, the flights resumed, 
safer and better than before. In the end, the shuttle’s 
contribution to science and to the everyday life of 
all of humanity cannot be calculated. The value of 
all that was accomplished is so immense, so integral 
to the advancement of human knowledge, that 
generations may well pass before it is truly known 
and appreciated. 

STS-135 (Space Transport System mission 135) 
See FINAL MISSION, page 14
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With the countdown on for the 
final launch in the 30-year-old 
space shuttle program and 
with Atlantis on the launch pad 
pointed skyward, now is the 
time to visit Kennedy Space 
Center, only a two-hour drive 
from the Tampa Bay area.

Properly filling out a job 
application can make all 
the difference

By pennY FLeTcher ■

penny@observernews.net
RIVERVIEW — When I wanted to find out about the job market for 

teens that are out of school on summer vacation I knew right where 
to go.

One of my first stops was at The Alley At SouthShore where I 
learned something that changed the whole direction of my quest. I’ll 
have to write about the job market another time. What I learned from 
The Alley’s Events Manager Therese Monaghan was a shocker, and 
well deserves a story all its own.

“Do I have applications?” Therese said laughing when I asked about 
“teen applicants.” “I’ll bet I get 25 to 50 a week.”

She showed me the most recent box filled with applications. She 
could barely carry it with two hands.

As if that wasn’t enough of a shocking revelation by itself, Therese 
delivered the punch line: “I get frustrated because so many of these 
kids don’t know how to fill out an application. Of course people are 
hiring older people for jobs teens used to do (like bagging groceries 
and working in fast food restaurants). They know how to ask for a job 
and when they’re hired they do that job the way they’re supposed to.”

By then, I was hooked. Was Therese saying that hundreds of South 
County teens not only didn’t fill out their applications correctly, but 
didn’t do their jobs right once they were hired?

As it turned out, that’s exactly what she was saying. But she’s been 
working to solve the problem and has plans to do even more in the 

SCC Security Patrol 
leader wants audit, 
fresh start 

By MeLODY JaMeSOn ■

mj@observernews.net
SUN CITY CENTER – From required but unfiled federal reports to 

needed but unfilled work shifts, this community’s once-proud security 
patrol has become problem-plagued and in need of a fresh start.

This is the outlook now of its top leader, Karen Ryan, president of the 
patrol’s board of directors, after about five months at the helm. “We need 
a fresh start to recover this very valuable organization and to rebuild the 
patrol to comply with all IRS and state laws,” Ryan told The Observer 
this week, adding “I propose that a place to begin is a competent, 
professional, impartial outside audit. Never to anyone’s knowledge has 
an expert, impartial audit been conducted.” 

Ryan, a former college professor who holds a doctorate in education 
and still is a member of the faculty at Syracuse University, said she 
has recommended the audit to the seven-member patrol board but has 
heard some resistance based in part on the potential cost. The fee for 
such an audit is estimated to be in the $12,000 to $15,000 range. But, 
“benefits of a comprehensive audit of the patrol’s financial picture and 
its functions outweigh the cost,” Ryan asserted. 

Plus, the patrol is not without resources. Its own monthly financial 
report puts its total worth, including physical assets (principally 
vehicles), at more than $1.2 million. The May, 2011, balance sheet states 
it has investments — including CDs and Treasury Bills — exceeding 

See SCC SECURITY PATROL, page 9

See JOB APPLICATIONS, page 3
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Redfish: 
one per person, per day

Why vacation at a congested big 
town, when you have peace and 
quiet in your own backyard. If it is 
a first time visit to our area, take a 
 guided tour of our waterways. Talk 
to the locals, who more than likely 
will know all about our 
 fishing spots.

Don’t buy a boat with-
out consulting those who 
know our waters. You 
need a boat to fit your 
needs. Do you want to 
fish miles beyond shore, 
or in the rivers only?

Small boats are not 
safe beyond a certain 
distance. Some buy flat 
boats, others big boats with a fly-
ing bridge. Perhaps you need only 
a canoe to paddle down the river. 
For the young at heart, a cigar boat 
that will zip at a high speed across 
the waters is the perfect boat. You 
might be the person that cruises 
only -- that would be a different 
boat. If you fall in love with the 
water, buy a houseboat and live on 
the water. If you can’t buy a boat at 
all, hire a guide and take a charter 
or become a good friend with your 
neighbor who has a boat.

I had phone calls about pompano 
and permit this week. It took me a 
long time to know the difference 
between these two fish. They are a 
challenge to catch and 
are remarkably 
similar in 

appearance, but very different in 
size.

The permit is thicker-bodied and 
can weigh up to 40 pounds, while 
the pompano weighs in around six 
pounds.

Permit and pompano 
are both members of the 
jack family.

When becoming an 
adult, it is not so dif-
ficult to tell which is 
pompano and which is 
permit. When young, 
they do look alike and 
have the same features.

Schools of pompano 
are often seen skipping 

along the water at night. The reason 
for this behavior is unclear. Some 
suspect that they may be doing this 
to escape from danger.

A true unbelievable statement is 
that fishing guides say permit are 
more difficult to catch than  tarpon, 
bonefish or any other prized sport 
fish.

Many are having a field day catch-
ing redfish. From all reports that I 
have received they are monsters. 
The charter captains are catching 
one after another, and releasing. 
Most catches have been too large 
for legal catch. Redfish are still on 
restriction, with one per person per 
day. 

Aleta Jonie Maschek is a member of Flor-
ida Outdoor Press.

Fish Tales
By Jonie Maschek

®

WE PRINT:
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Ease Into Summer with Glide-Outs™!

Call Today for Your FREE In-Home Design Consultation! 

(888) 886-6133
www.shelfgenie.com

50% Off Installation!
Buy 5 or More Glide-Outs & Save 50% on Installation!*
*Valid on Glide-Out purchase with coupon only. Limit one per household. Cannot be combined.

Hurry! This Special Offer Expires June 30, 2011!

	Custom	Glide-Out™	storage	solutions		
	 designed,	built	and	installed	in	your	
	 existing	cabinets

	Hold	100	pounds	fully	extended,		
	 putting	everything	within	reach

	An	easy	home	upgrade	without	the
	 cost	of	a	renovation

	Locally	owned	&	operated

BRANDON
PEST CONTROL

Phone: (813) 685-7711
Fax: (813) 685-3607

10 Locations in Florida, Georgia & Tennessee

CALL FOR FREE
INSPECTION

ASK ABOUT TERMIDOR

Celebrating 38 Years in Business

TERMITES?

$500 REWARD
For information leading to the recovery of 

and arrest of the person(s) who stole a black 
Yale HeavY DutY Dump trailer 

taken during the evening of Wed., June 8.
Witnesses saw a white pickup pulling the 
trailer from the property around 10 p.m. If 

you have any information, call Steve Simmons 
813-503-8764 or the Hillsborough County 

Sheriff’s Office.

future.
“It drives me mad the way they 

fill out the applications. They need 
to show they know what they’re 
applying for. The application is 
supposed to convince the employer 
they know what the job duties are 
and that they can perform them.”

Therese said that in today’s tight 
job market, words that used to look 
“good” on an application- words 
that meant you were open to pretty 
much anything- should no longer be 
used.

“If they check ‘any’ under what 
they’re applying for, I know they 
haven’t even looked around to see 
what we do here,” Therese said. 
“They need to apply directly for 
something, like food service or 
clean-up or bowling alley work and 
then tell me the skills they have that 
fit into that category.” 

The Alley has nine different 
venues for jobs and any of them can 
be a start to a resume as youngsters 
who have worked their first job 
move forward in life.

Besides checking “any” under 
position wanted, another thing that 
frustrates Therese is that so many 
young people check “any” under 
salary requirements as well. 

“Know your worth. Check to see 
what we pay for the job, or what 
other places pay for similar jobs 
and put that down. It shows you 
care enough to do your research.”

Anyone can see that when they 
advertise for workers at The Alley, 
the ad always states $7.50-$9 an 
hour, she said. So they should list 
that.

“It’s better to ask for more than 
you’ll get than act like you have no 
idea what you’re worth.”

Therese has spent the last 25 years 
in positions where she had hiring 
and firing power so she should 
know. 

“It’s easy now to get job 
descriptions over the Internet. 
People- especially teens who have 
never held a job- need to look up 
the job description and list the 
skills needed to complete the job 
for which they’re applying,” she 
advised.

Therese and her husband Mark 
who is The Alley’s night general 
manager, and Alley owner Andy 
White, cater to families in every 
department. Often mom and dad 
go to the restaurant or bar while the 
kids play in the arcade (which is 

named Redemption) or bowl.
But lots of teens and pre-teens 

go to The Alley without adults. So 
many in fact, that children without 
adults must now buy $5 worth of 
“Alley spending money” to get in.

“We didn’t want to become so 
much of a hangout for teens that 
families couldn’t enjoy themselves 
anymore,” she said. 

Because so many area preteens and 
teens spend time there, especially 
on weekends, a lot of them apply to 
work there just to see their friends.

“That’s one of the reasons we 
have so much turn-over. I just won’t 
put up with someone who gets hired 
and then doesn’t want to work,” she 
said.

Another thing about hiring teens 
is that many seem to call in sick 
on weekends. Parents are often 
responsible for this when “aunt 
so and so or some other family 
member” is coming for a visit.

“It’s amazing how many apply 
for a job, get hired, and then work 
a few days and realize it’s actually 
work!” she said.

But when Therese finds teens who 
want to do a good job and build 
good work skills, she mentors them, 
moves them around and teaches 
them different things about events, 
food service and all the other things 

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
Therese Monaghan, events manager at The Alley At SouthShore, 
shows the stack of applications she has received in just the past 
two weeks. Surprised at the fact most young people do not know 
how to fill out a job application correctly, Therese has been showing 
them and also mentoring those who really want to learn good work 
ethics.  

Job applications
Continued from page 1 ■ that take place at The Alley.

“It’s a great place for them to learn 
to work, but they have to realize it’s 
work,” she said.

Because Therese gets so many 
poorly-written job applications she 
has decided to offer a one-hour 
class Wednesday, July 20 at 6 p.m. 
at The Alley, 10221 Big Bend Road, 
Riverview at a cost of $10.

She has talked to many customers 
with children and teens that think 
this type of class is a good idea and 
she took day and time suggestions 
from them. If people sign-up and 
she thinks more will come, she will 
begin to give classes on some kind 
of regular basis.

She is calling her July 20 program 
“57 Flip Flops” because of the way 
so many younger workers- hers 
average between 16 and 22- get jobs 
and then quit or get fired almost 
right away. 

“I’ve been considering consulting 
in some way because of working 
with the youth here and thought 
something like this class will give 
them access to general information 
they can use for the rest of their 
lives.”

For more information or to register 
for the class call 813-672-9011 
or email Therese at 57flipflops@
gmail.com. u

ATTENTION 
Contractors:
Check out our 

selection of tools 
and supplies

Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 • Sat. 8-2

2604 College Ave. E. • Ruskin S.R. 674, 1/2 mile west of I-75 813-641-0090

$990
Used

Railroad
Crossties each

Bulk Mulch & Rock

Bagged Material

WE DELIVER
• GRAVEL
• WASHED SHELL
• PINE BARK
• MULCH
• LAVA ROCK
• LAWN FURNITURE
• GARDEN TOOLS
• MUCH MORE!

www.TampaCrossties.com

Valid thru 6/30/1120% Off
SPECIAL

All Bagged 
Gravel & 
Mulch

Ceramics instructors now certified
Kings Point Ceramics Club now has four certified instructors. 
Fran Frazier, Lillian Marinello, Mary Anne Moseley have recently 
completed their ceramic instructor certification from Duncan 
University. Seated is Florence George, a long-time instructor 
from Gare shows off some of the pieces they worked on for this 
certification. Florence also received certification from Duncan. 
Kings Point Ceramic classes are held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
every Thursday; and from 8:30 to 11 a.m. every Friday in the 
craft room.



Every Wednesday: Best Spaghetti 
in Town -- $7, All You Can Eat, for 
all Elks and their guests. Music by 
Bryan from 5 to 8 p.m.

Every Friday: Seafood and Sand-
wiches for all Elks and their guests 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Karaoke by Bryan 
from 5 to 8 p.m.                  

Sunday, July 3: Pig Roast -- $8, 
2 to 6 p.m. Menu: Pork, Baked 
Beans, Potato Salad, Coleslaw, 
and Roll.

Friday, July 8: State President 
Visit. Will arrive in Sun City Center 
at 4 p.m. Dinner at the Bradenton 
Elks Lodge at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 9: Golf Outing 
and Lunch, Tee Off Time is 7 
a.m., $60 including Cart. Dinner 
at the South Hillsborough Lodge 
at 6 p.m. Menu: Bourbon Chicken 
Kebobs, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, 
Potato Salad, Rolls & Butter, and 
Dessert, $15.

Every Sunday and Thursday in 
June that the Rays play the Lodge 
will be open for all Elks and their 
guests. Hot dogs will be served.

The South Hillsborough Elk’s 
Lodge is located at 1630 U.S. 
Hwy. 41 S., Ruskin, FL 33570. It 
is a smoke-free environment.

For more information, call (813) 
645-2089. 

X • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT DATE, 20094 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • SCC OBSERVER JUNE 23, 2011

EVERY THURSDAY
St. Anne Catholic Church

106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin • 813-645-1714
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Habits are created by continual 
practice, and those habits allow 
us to function automatically when 
faced with the stress of having to 
perform to our utmost capability. 
I’m not a person who 
likes to practice. But 
over the years, I’ve been 
blessed with instructors 
and mentors who have 
forced me to practice 
critical skills which have 
helped develop some 
winning habits. 

My flight instructor 
was a fanatic when it 
came to practicing fly-
ing “under-the-hood.” For those of 
you who are not aviation minded, 
to fly under the hood means that 
the instructor requires the student 
to wear a hood that allows the 
student to see only the instrument 
panel of the aircraft. The instruc-
tor then puts the aircraft in an 
unusual attitude, which is gener-
ally either a turn down or a hard 
upward  maneuver. The student’s 
job is to bring the plane back to 
straight and level flight—by  using 
the instru ments only. Day after 
day, we would go out into the 
practice field. It seemed to me that 
he took a great deal of delight in 
trying to  position the aircraft in 
strange ways, but I soon began to 
pay  attention to the sound of the 
engine. Eventually, I could tell 
almost immediately whether we 

Positive
Talk
By William Hodges

were in a climb or descending. I 
learned to trust the instruments, 
and my immediate reaction in time 
of emergency became to rely on 
the instrument panel—not to look 

outside the aircraft. 
About a year after I 
completed my flight 
training, I found myself 
completely surrounded 
by clouds. I was peer-
ing out the window—
feeling as though I 
was flying straight and 
level—when I heard 
the engine begin to 
whine. All that train-

ing immediately took control of 
my mind and forced me to realize 
I wasn’t flying straight and level. 
The engine was racing because I 
was in a dive. If I hoped to survive, 
I had better pay attention to the 
instruments. An automatic reflex 
took over from all the under-the-
hood practice. Within seconds, I 
brought the airplane to straight and 
level flight and was able to work 
my way out of the overcast. Score 
one for practice. 

When I was learning to sail, my 
instructor decided I should learn 
to control the direction of my boat 
with the sails and without the use 
of the rudder. He tied the rudder 
down midship, and forced me to 
sail a specified course by manip-
ulating the sails. At first it was 
fun, but I have to admit that hour 

Practice creates winning habits 
after hour of this practice became 
tedious. Tedious or not, practice 
bailed me out again when I was 
sailing a 33-foot Morgan in the 
Gulf of Mexico and the helm failed 
to respond. The hydraulic system 
had sprung a leak and the rud-
der became inoperative. We were 
only about a mile and a half off 
shore with an on-shore wind. We 
were being rapidly blown toward 
the beach, and there was a serious 
chance we could go aground. The 
owner of the boat started forward 
to put out an anchor, but before 
he could do it, I had instinctively 
begun to manipulate the sails in 
such a manner as to put us back on 
course without the use of the rud-
der. As a result, we were able to sail 
for a half hour in that manner—on 
course and on time—while the 
owner fixed the hydraulic system. 
Score another one for practice.

Flying an airplane or sailing a 
boat on the Gulf of Mexico may be 
the extreme of what practice can do 
for you but practicing things right 
at home may be wise. It may seem 
silly to have a home fire drill, but 
think about it. When that house is 
full of smoke, might those practice 
drills save lives? Are there other 
things in your life that you need 
to practice but have put them off 
because they are tedious or bor-
ing? What we practice, if we prac-
tice it long enough, becomes habit. 
Those habits allow us to respond 
in a winning manner, no matter 
what crisis we are confronting. 

Hodges is a nationally recognized 
speaker, trainer and syndicated col-
umnist. He also hosts an interview-
format television program, Spotlight 
on Government, on the Tampa Bay 
Community Network which airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. and Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. (Bright House channel 
950, Verizon channel 30). The shows 
can also be viewed at www.hodges-
videos.com. Phone: 813-633-1523. 
Email: bill@billhodges.com Website: 
www.billhodges.com”

South Hillsborough 
Elks Lodge #2672 

Upcoming
Activities



X • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT DATE, 20098 • OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT FEBRUARY 17, 2011FEBRUARY 10, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • 5JUNE 23, 2011 OBSERVER NEWS • RIVERVIEW CURRENT • 5

The 2012 Honorary Mayor of 
Riverview Race is ON! The Hon-
orary Mayor’s Race Kick-Off 
Party took place at Salute! Sports 
Grill in Riverview on June 10. 

Family and friends gathered to 
enjoy great Salute! Sports Grill 
food, beverages and live music by 
acoustical duo Zebron & James. 
Guests also had the opportunity to 
meet Riverview’s current Honor-
ary Mayor Michael D. Self II of 
S&S Taco's/Pizzas & Stuff. 

Congratulations to fellow River-
view Chamber members who have 
officially tossed their hat in the 
ring to run for the title of 2012 
Honorary Mayor of Riverview:

 Lisa Kennedy, Alley Cat Pest 
Control, (813) 671-3838. info@
alley catpestcontrol.com. Charity 
of choice: Faces of Courage.

Stuart Mackey, Mackey Produc-
tions, (813) 699-0843. stuart@
mackeyproductions.com. Charity 
of choice: LifeCare of Brandon.

Meet the Honorary Mayor of 
Riverview candidates

Wendy Milenkevich, The Pre-
serve at Alafia, (813) 443-0600. 
wmilenkevich@pregllc.com. 
Charity of choice: Joshua House.

Gabrielle Perham, Mace Multi-
media, (813) 704-0460. gabrielle @
macemultimedia.com. Charity of 
choice: Riverview Boys and Girls 
Club.

Look for upcoming events 
 hosted by these mayor candidates 
-- be sure to show your support! 
One dollar equals one vote. The 
candidate with the most votes 
 between June 10 and Sept. 15 will 
be named 2012 Honorary Mayor 
of Riverview.

The funds raised will be  equally 
divided between the candi-
date’s charity of choice and the 
Greater Riverview Chamber of 
 Commerce.

For more information, visit 
www.RiverviewChamber.com or 
call the Riverview Chamber office 
at (813) 234-5944.

Huth & Booth Photography

On the mic (left) is 2001 Honorary Mayor Mike Self II; GRCC President 
Sherri McLean Walker and candidates Lisa Kennedy, Stuart Mackey, 
Gabrielle Perham; and GRCC Board Director Donna Lee Fore.

District helps fight 
wildfires around
the state

The Southwest Florida Water 
Management District recently sent 
11 staff members and equipment to 
help fight wildfires in Alachua and 
Flagler counties at the request of 
the Florida Division of Forestry.

The District sent three Type VI 
engines with two-person crews to 
the Santa Fe fire in Alachua Coun-
ty. Type VI engines are equipped 
with 300- to 500-gallon water tanks 
and foam capabilities. The District 
also sent a truck with a strike team 
leader. The 6,500-acre fire in the 
Santa Fe Swamp Conservation 
Area northeast of Gainesville has 
prompted the Suwannee River 
Water Management District to 
close its Santa Fe Swamp tract to 
public access.

 The District also sent two 
crews with tractor-plows to Fla-
gler County to help fight a series 
of fires. Tractor-plows are used to 
help contain wildfires by cutting 
firebreaks.

 According to District Land 
Manager Kevin W. Love, the Dis-
trict staff members will be an asset 
to the Division of Forestry.

 “Our staff are highly trained and 
have excellent equipment,” said 
Love. “We perform prescribed 
burns on our properties through-
out the year, which gives us great 
experience as well. We’re glad we 
can be available to help the Divi-
sion of Forestry put out these wild-
fires.”

 The District has additional crews 
on standby to replace the 11 staff 
members who deployed today, and 
to support additional requests from 
the Division of Forestry.

Children wanted!
Lennard High School has a Little Longhorn Learning Corral Preschool 

program that will operate from 8:15 to 11:10 a.m. three days a week, 
beginning September through mid-May. They are a developmental pre-
school program for children ages three to five.

Their focus is readiness for kindergarten and socialization in a nur-
turing, developmentally appropriate environment. The program allows 
Early Childhood Education students hands-on working experience with 
young children.

The Little Longhorn Learning Corral Preschool program has several 
openings available for the 2011-12 school year. Parents, if you are in-
terested or have any questions, call 633-5405 and leave a voice maill 
message.

Home canning classes to be offered
Preserving food at home may seem like a complex or even frightening 

process. But by attending one of Hillsborough County Extension’s home 
canning classes, getting fruits and vegetables from the garden to the 
jar can be easy and fun. With the interest in past classes, Hillsborough 
County’s Extension Office has scheduled additional classes to be held at 
the Plant City Planteen Recreation Center, 301 Dort Street in Plant City.

Classes demonstrate equipment and procedures. Participants will 
 receive recipes and information enabling them to go home ready to begin 
canning. A $5 donation is requested to cover costs.
Jam and Pickles

• Thursday, Aug. 25, from 5 to 8 p.m. Register at http://jampickles
plantcity082511.eventbrite.com/
Vegetables

• Thursday, Sept. 8, from 5 to 8 p.m. Register at http://canveggies
plantcity090811.eventbrite.com/

For more information, call Mary Keith at (813) 744-5519, ext. 136 or 
the Hillsborough County Extension Office, 5339 C.R. 579 in Seffner.

Hillsborough County Extension is a cooperative service of Hillsbor-
ough County Board of County Commissioners and the University of 
Florida. The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an 
Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educa-
tional  information and other services only to individuals and institutions 
that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, 
 religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national 
origin, political opinions or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida 
A&M, University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of Coun-
ty Commissioners Cooperating.

Ruskin Library shows off new mural
The Ruskin Library recently installed an 8-foot by 32-foot mural titled 

‘Information Access.’ The mural depicts the history of libraries. 
The mural was created through teen art classes offered at the Craw-

ford Studio at SouthShore Regional Library. The group started working 
in February under the direction of Artist, Mike Parker, Coordinator of 
Community Arts and Co-Director of Operations for the Big Draw Studio 
on U.S. Hwy. 41. It is painted on four masonite hardboard panels. 

Funding for the project was provided by the Community Foundation of 
Greater Sun City Center, Friends of the SouthShore Library and Friends 
of the Ruskin Library. 

Eight of the 15 teenagers who worked on the mural are left to right, 
front row: Kylie Miller, Rebkah Bordner, and Suzanne Smith. Back 
row: Stephanie Miller, Talisha Gomez, Joy Bordner, Taran Ward and 
Emily Smith.   

Eagles Set Their Weekly ActivitiesEagles Set Their Weekly Activities

The Ruskin Moose Lodge #813 is located at
1212 E. Shell Point Road, Ruskin • (813) 6455919 

www.lodge813.moosepages.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, June 24 7-11 p.m. Charlie Burns

Saturday, June 25 5-7 p.m. Baked Chicken Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 1 7-11 p.m. Calvin O

Saturday, July 2 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 8 7-11 p.m. Top Shelf Band

Saturday, July 9 5-7 p.m. Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 15 7-11 p.m. Fifi and Friends

Saturday, July 16 5-7 p.m. Steak Dinner 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 22 7-11 p.m. Charlie Burns

Saturday, July 23 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

Friday, July 29 7-11 p.m. Taylor ‘n Taylor

Saturday, July 30 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

WEEKLY EVENTS

No Spaghetti Dinners ‘til Sept. 7

Every Thursday 5-7 p.m. Wings

Every Friday 5-7 p.m. Fish Fry (baked, beer batter 
   or fried) 
 7-11 p.m. Live Music

Every Saturday  Horseshoes 
 7-11 p.m. Karaoke with Kim

All events are open to qualified Moose members and guests. 

RUSKIN

Moose Lodge #813

UPCOMING EVENTS

Riverview Memorial
VFW Post #8108

7504 Riverview Dr. 
(813) 671-9845

MEETINGS

Men’s Auxiliary -- First Thursday 
at 7 p.m.

Ladies’ Auxiliary -- Second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Post -- Second Thursday at  
7:30 p.m.

MEALS

Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Friday Fish Fry from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast from 9 a.m. 
to noon

CANTEEN HAPPENINGS

Bar Bingo Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Bar Poker with Lori on 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Fire in the Hole on Saturdays 
at 1 p.m.

Friday, June 24 • Karaoke 8: Jeff

Saturday, June 25 • Music 8: Ted 
Ennis

New real estate company in
South Shore

Tampa Bay Realty Partners, LLC 
recently opened their new office 
in the Boyette Executive Center 
at 11946 Boyette Rd., Riverview, 
and will serve the entire Tampa 
Bay area.

Broker Daniel F. Tempel has over 
25 years in the Real Estate and De-
velopment industry and will head 
up the  new company.

Tempel has owned several other 
real estate companies in St. Peters-
burg and St. Cloud, MN, and most 

recently was a Broker Associate 
with Keller Williams Realty South 
Shore. He has a Masters degree in 
Management and Administration 
and a BA in Public Administration 
and Economics.

The company will focus on pro-
viding a high level of personal ser-
vice to clients seeking assistance 
with residential and commercial 
real estate transactions.

For more information, call Tem-
pel at (813) 732-2086.

Summer hours 
for schools

Hillsborough County Public 
Schools are operating on a four-
day, 10-hour day work week 
schedule beginning Monday, 
June 13 through Friday, Aug. 5.

All sites will be open Monday 
through Thursday, 10 hours 
each day, and closed on Fridays.
District sites are open from 7 
a.m. to 5:45 p.m. School sites are 
open from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

The work week beginning 
Monday, July 4, will revert 
to each site’s regular hours of 
operation.
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We’re Here For You!
We Welcome New Patients

“Our practice provides a 
complete range of professional 
services including Restorative 

Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Thorough Examinations, 

Cleanings, Dental Makeovers 
and Implant Restorations.”

• Tooth Pain
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Sedation Dentistry
• Tooth Whitening

Michelle Halcomb, 
D.D.S.

813-634-3396
www.suncitycenterdental.com

703 Del Webb Blvd. W., Suite B
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Lic.#6193 • Lic.#9109 • Lic.#11099 • Lic.#15756 • Lic.#D1713809

Our office is open:
Monday thru Thursday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:00 a.m. to noon

• Crowns
• Bridges
• Partials
• Porcelain Veneers
• Cosmetic Dentistry

We salute all of our men, 
women and Veterans of the 

Armed Forces!

Riverside Golf

813.645.2000

$23 ................before noon
$20...................after noon
$18 ....................after 2 pm

$500 OFF Any Round

Golf Lessons $20

Includes 18 holes and cart. Tax Included.
Valid only with this coupon. Exp. 10/1/11

Visit our New, 
Improved PRO SHOP

1 Pier Drive, Ruskin

LEAGUES WELCOME
Reserve your tee time today

Casual Waterfront Dining
Steaks, Seafood, Burgers 
and Other Delicious Fare

FULL LIQUOR BAR
Live Music Every Thursday 

and Saturday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tuesday-Saturday 11-8 pm
Sunday 11-3 pm

www.RiversideBarAndGrille.com

$195 90-DAY SUMMER PLAY CARD
All you can play any time. No other fees.

FOURSOME SPECIAL $50 4 Golfers
Exp. 9/1/11

Trusted by Physicians & Patients Alike

Fully
Insured

&
Bonded

Fully
Insured

&
Bonded

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

SUN POINT
AUTOMOTIVE 

24-HOUR TOWING
Se Habla Español

 Apollo Beach, 
Ruskin, Sun City 

Center

• Tune Ups  • Oil Changes  • A/C Work  • Brake Specialist
• Electronic Fuel Injection Specialist  • Complete Engine Diagnostic

BRAKE SPECIAL OIL CHANGE

Emergency
Services

645-7653  2212 E.College Ave. • Ruskin
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.       (S.R. 674)

FREE TOWING to shop if 
repairs are made

$99 $2495Includes Labor, Turn 
Rotors. Most Cars &  Light 
Trucks. Per Axle + Pads

Most cars & 
light trucks

Summertime
AC 

Check
$2995

+ Freon
Most cars & light trucks.

Must present coupon for special price.Must present coupon for special price. Must present coupon for special price.

KNOX
   ALUMINUM

IMPROVEMENTS
“Our Customers Are Our Best Advertisement”

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

OF RUSKIN

Check the...
✓ Quality
✓ Difference
✓ Price

• Concrete
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Vinyl Windows

• Carports
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Roof Overs

813-645-3529  FAX: 813-645-7353 • KnoxAluminum.com

Lic. RX0057641
®

Office Address: 720 4th St. S.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

MEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

Buzz cutting the future
I’ve recently decided that it’s 

time to make some changes in my 
life. I’m a big believer in taking 
baby steps with such things so I 
started small. I visited 
a new-to-me South 
Hillsborough barber 
shop.

The place looked 
nice, it was clean and 
the hip young kid (At 
48, I reserve the right 
to call anyone under 40 
a kid. This kid, though, 
was probably 25) who 
was to be my barber, set 
me down in a chair, meticulously 
wrapped an apron around me, 
and then placed his hand on my 
shoulder and asked, “What can I 
do for you today, sir?”. 

The care he took in preparation 
was good to see, the “sir” was a 
somewhat surprising perk, and 
the hand on my shoulder was, I 
thought, a nice touch coming from 
someone who was about to have a 
major influence on how the world 
would see me.

“I just don’t want a mullet,” I 
told him.

“You don’t want a moo-let,” he 
asked?

Moo-let?  Funny, I hadn’t 
noticed an accent before. After 
that, I didn’t understand much of 
what he said. One of the things 
about being hearing impaired is 
that conversation ends with a lot 
of surprises. He seemed like a nice 
young man and I was comfortable 
in the knowledge that there are no 
bad haircuts after two weeks, so I 
didn’t worry about it.

As I settled back into the barber 
chair, I looked around and noticed 
that all of the barbers were hip-
looking young men with buzz 
cuts. Just after that, I noticed that 
all of the customers were getting 
buzz cuts. It was then I heard the 
electric razor fire up behind me.

Times are tough for nearly 
everyone these days, and I could 
certainly have saved the $12 price 
advertised on the board for a 
basic haircut. I could cut my own 
hair — or not. After all, cutting 
things deemed “unnecessary” is 
apparently the new cool in Florida. 
No one would argue that a haircut 
is a life or death investment.

Of course, cutting my own hair 
would result in me looking like 
I had a bad run-in with a weed 
whacker. But I wouldn’t care — 
it’s time to tighten the belt, right?  
Well, after a while my figurative 
belt-tightening would become a 
literal impossibility. Once I decided 

I may be a dreamer but I can imagine believing in myself.  I also 
believe in Florida.  Perhaps it’s time our leaders do, too.

Mitch traphagen photo

Observations
By Mitch Traphagen
mitch@observernews.net

that I couldn’t justify spending the 
money for a haircut, it’s a short 
hop to letting my middle-aged 
paunch grow into something 

much more…paunchy. 
Who cares what I look 
like?  Times are tough 
and I can’t afford to 
look good!  Once that 
takes hold, before you 
know it, I’ll be wearing 
mismatched clothes that 
have seen better days.

Once I stop caring 
about how I look, it’s 
a short road to letting 

everything else go to pot. Suddenly, 
I’m less a reporter than I am a 
middle-aged fat guy with a bad 
haircut and worn-out, mismatched 
clothes. Then soon, the public will 
see not a reporter but a guy who 
just doesn’t give a damn. And 
before long, that’s how I’ll see 
myself, too. In the blink of an eye, 
I’ll be living in the mangroves 
telling my imaginary friends that 
the feral pig that roots through my 
makeshift campsite is my pet dog 
who I’ve named Ernie.

I think it is much the same for 
cities, counties and the state of 
Florida itself. Sure there is a lot 
of stuff the state can’t afford — 
but that hasn’t changed regardless 
of the state of the economy. Do 
we need a gigantic, vanity sports 
complex in the middle of nowhere?  
Yeah, I think we can survive 
without that. Do we need teachers, 
law enforcement officers, roads, 
urban plans, and investments in 

future infrastructure needs for a 
growing and changing world?  
Well now, we do need that stuff. 
Cutting that out of the budget 
because “we just can’t afford it” is 
basically telling ourselves that we 
just don’t give a damn. And there 
starts the slippery slope.

If our leaders don’t believe 
in us — if we don’t believe in 
ourselves — enough to make the 
investments needed for our future, 
well then we will most certainly 
get the future we deserve. And 
that is a future with little chance 
of leading to prosperity.

We have to believe in ourselves, 
much as I have to believe first that 
I am a reporter, in order to become 
a reporter. I have to make the 
investments that are necessary to 

ensure that the world sees me as a 
reporter, as individually frivolous 
those investments may appear. In 
the end, the seemingly thrifty act 
of saving 12 bucks on a haircut 
could cost me almost everything.

Before I knew it, I watched as 
huge chunks of my hair fell onto 
the meticulously placed apron as 
the razor plowed across the right 
side of my head. At that point, I 
knew I had to be patient; there was 
no way to stop him now. I had to 
wait until he finished the left side 
unless I wanted the world’s largest 
comb-over. Just as he finished up 
the left side and the back of my 
head, I stopped him and said, “You 

know, I kind of like having a little 
hair on top to comb back.”

“Oh!” he said, making no real 
attempt to mask his surprise. 
He then spent nearly 30 minutes 
shaping my hair, trying to get 
what was left to match up. Finally, 
he turned me around to face the 
mirror. It wasn’t bad. It was a 
change and change is frequently 
a good thing, despite initial 
appearances.

He finished up, carefully 
brushing away the loose hair as he 
removed the apron and told me the 
charge was $12. I tipped him $5 
— not because I loved the haircut, 
but because I could tell he truly 
cared about doing a good job. That 
he cared at all is a departure from 
what are becoming the new norms 
and mores of our increasingly 
strange and self-focused society.

He thanked me graciously, gave 
me his card, and asked me to come 
back. I probably will — I don’t 
want to live in the mangroves with 
an imaginary pet dog named Ernie 
that looks a lot like a feral pig. In 
order to be where I want to be, I 
have to believe first in myself. 
The same goes for the state of 
Florida. There is nothing frivolous 
about investing in ourselves and 
in our future. But first, we have 
to believe in ourselves — and our 
leaders must believe in us, too. 
Without that, it’s a short road to a 
place none of us want to be. u
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DOVE INTERIORS   CARPET ONE FLOOR
& HOME

2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL
(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

813-645-8660
HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9 A.M.-5 P.M. • SAT. 10 A.M.-2 P.M.

CLOSED SUNDAY * Evenings by appointment

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

®

*  Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made between 5/3/11 – 9/12/11. Limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in 
U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

Call Kim for 
details

Dress Up
Salefor

summer
4 Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

1 Luminette®

Privacy Sheers or
Modern Draperies

$25 OFF each
additional unit

$50 OFF each
additional unit

$100 OFF each
additional unit

$100
$100
$100

BUY         SAVE*  PLUS

Buy more, save more, on select styles
now through September 12th.

Silhouette® Window Shadings

Luminette® 
Privacy Sheers

Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades

CLARKE AUTOMOTIVECLARKE AUTOMOTIVE
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

Everything we do keeps your car in warranty

FREE BRAKE CHECK: New brake pads, resurface

front rotors, repack front wheel bearing (if

applicable), add brake fluid, inspect hydraulic suystem.

Additional parts/service often needed at extra cost.

Limited warranty - 12 months or 12,000 miles whichever

comes first. No other discounts apply. Valid only with coupon.

Not valid with other coupons. Exp. 7/28/11

2-WHEEL FRONT
DISC BRAKE SERV.

$20 OFF

Check Engine Light On?
Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

See store for details. Exp. 7/28/11

FULL ENGINE
DIAGNOSTIC SPECIAL

$4995
Value 

$91

Includes: Visual Inspection of tires, belts & hoses,

horn/lights, brakes, shocks/struts, exhaust, wipers,

suspension, air and breather filter.

Most cars/light trucks. Disassembly to perfect inspection may

result in additional charges. Present coupon to receive savings.

No other discounts apply. Additional charges for shop supplies

may be added. See store for details. Exp. 7/28/11

MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

FREE Value

$3995

AAA Discount

Includes: Inspect belts, compressor & hoses,leak test entire system. (Freon extra). Most cars and light trucks. Valid only with coupon.Not valid with other coupons or specials.
Exp. 7/28/11

A/C SERVICE
$997

Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.

Additional charges for shop supplies may be added.

Environmental disposal fee may apply in some areas.

See store for details. Exp. 7/28/11

ANY FLUID
EXCHANGE

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH

Brakes, Transmission, Coolant, Power Steering

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

OB
N

Includes up to 5 qts 5W20, 10W30, or 10W40motor oil. Purolator oil filter. Most cars and lighttrucks. Please call for appointment.Valid only with coupon. Not valid with any othercoupons or specials. Coupon expires 7/7/11

OIL CHANGE
& LUBRICATION

$1095

OB
N

CALL FOR LOWEST
PRICES ON TIRES131 Central Ave., Brandon

Mon.-Fri. 7:15-6pm • Sat. 7:15-5pm

813.685.2939
MVD1266 • A fee will be added: 4% ($2.50 min.) not to exceed $20) to cover the disposal of hazardous waste materials & supplies

Honor All
Competitor’s

Coupons

FREE
Shuttle to

FishHawk &
Sun City
Center

TIRES

DEALER ALTERNATIVE

AAA Autorized
Service Center

SouthShore Travel
LINDA

SANTELLO 
welcomes 
clients old 
and new 

alike

• TOURS • CRUISES 
• GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS

Always personal service with a smile!
Call for more information 

on our group sailings

(813) 633-2009
1647 Sun City Center Plaza, Ste. 203C

Canadian Meds 
South

PAYING FULL 
PRICE FOR MEDS?

GENERICS such as
Lipitor, Plavix, Viagra, etc.

Available through Canada
Canadian Meds South

200 Frandorson Circle • Suite 102
Behind the Radiant Gas Station
Apollo Beach

NEW CUSTOMERS!
Present this coupon with your initial 

order of $100 or more and receive an 
additional $10 Off! (One time only)

FREE SHIPPING
On all International orders greater 

than $150. With this coupon.
One coupon per family.

813-413-7912 Fax 813-600-1742

Welcome to...
Sun City Dental Center

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A.

633-2636
General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Our Own In-House Denture Lab

Our Lab Tech Has 38+ Years Experience
Same Day Relines and Repairs • New Dentures and Partials

Thomas A. DeVol, D.D.S., P.A., Practicing Dentistry for 23 Years
Chuck Fredericks, Lab Technician, 38+ Years Experience

727 Cortaro Drive (Burger King Plaza)
Open: Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 5:00

New Patients & Emergencies Are Always WELCOME

PATIENT REWARDS
Refer 2 new patients and receive a $25 credit 

toward your next visit. 
Be sure to have your friend or family member mention your 

name to receive the credit at time of scheduling.
Coupon must be mentioned at time of scheduling appointment. The fee advertised is the minimum 

fee charged. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, 
cancel payment or be reimbursed for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed 
as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the fee service examination 

or treatment. Senior citizen discount does not apply.

Ethanol plant permitting on longer timeline
By MELODY JAMESON ■

mj@observernews.net
GIBSONTON – Construction 

of a proposed corn-to-ethanol 
manufacturing plant here is being 
delayed, with a 90-day extension 
recently granted by regulators for 
completion of the initial permit 
application.

Air quality and chemical 
engineers at Hillsborough’s 
Environmental Protection 
Commission in February asked 
promoters of The Sunshine 
Way Ethanol plant proposed for 
acreage east of U.S. 41 and south 
of Kracker Avenue for additional 
information about specific design 
components in the prospective 
operation. In a six-page letter to 
the Construction Tradition Group 
(CTG), Eaton Park, Florida, the 
regulators outlined a number of 
questions related to the design of 
dry material handling equipment 
and to equipment designed to 
manage odor emissions.

In early May, CTG responded 
with what EPC engineers took to 
be partial answers to the questions. 
CTG also requested an extension 

of time to further develop the 
pertinent designs. 

Another 90 days was tacked onto 
the application process timeline in 
a June 3 letter to CTG, according 
to Jason Waters, an EPC chemical 
engineer familiar with the file. 
That extension gives the plant 
promoters until early September 
to respond to the EPC queries, 
Waters added. 

However, he indicated, these 
timeframes are not without 
flexibility. Asked if one extension 
after another could be simply 
requested and granted, he said 
that early in the process, an initial 
request for more time is not 
extraordinary and often readily 
granted. Another extension request 
would have to be based on a good 
reason and without it the agency 
can and does deny applications 
and close files. In this case, the 
process must be initiated from the 
beginning, again. 

The Sunshine Way plant was 
proposed for the 100-acre site 
adjacent to existing CSX railroad 
tracks and projected to produce 
eventually 200 million gallons of 

200 proof ethanol per year from 
“Dent” corn, a variety not grown 
for human consumption. The $325 
million facility would receive two 
South Florida harvests of corn 
annually, arriving by rail, CTG 
told EPC, store it in 12 silos and 
ferment it in six tanks. 

The resulting absolute ethanol 

South County 
League of 

Women Voters 
unit meeting set 

The next meeting of the South 
County League of Women 
Voters Unit is scheduled for 
2 p.m., Saturday, June 25, 
in the computer room of the 
SouthShore Regional Library, 
19th Avenue at Beth Shields 
Boulevard.   

The unit, part of the 
Hillsborough County chapter, 
is in its formative stages and 
welcomes all South and East 
County citizens interested 
in public education on 
governmental matters and 
in encouraging the public’s 
participation in its government 
– locally, state-wide as well 
as nationally.  The League of 
Women Voters is non-partisan 
and does not endorse any 
candidate or party. 

The meeting’s primary 
activity will be continued 
exploration through open 
discussion of the unit’s first 
choice research project.

would be stored in five internal 
floating roof tanks until shipped 
out by railcar, tanker trucks or 
pipeline.

In years past, two other ethanol 
plants have been proposed in the 
West Central Florida area but have 
not been built to date. 
Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

Meet the Florida Highwaymen at 
Historical Park 

PALMETTO — Meet ten of 
the original Florida Highwaymen 
at an art show and sale to be held 
at the Palmetto Historical Park 
& Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum July 16, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. There will be artwork for sale 
and you can watch a live painting 
demo by one of the artists. The 
park and museum are located at 
515 - 10th Ave. West, Palmetto. In 
addition, 31 paintings are currently 
on exhibit through August 12th.

The Florida Highwaymen are a 
small group of African American 
landscape artists who began 

painting in the late 1950s. The 
paintings were then sold out of the 
trunk of their cars, as the artists 
went from door to door at homes 
and business offices, or set up 
shop on a busy corner at the side 
of the road. Their bright and sultry 
images of Florida’s tropical beauty 
were sold for as little as twenty 
or thirty dollars. Today their 
paintings are widely sought-after 
collectibles.

For more information, call 941-
721-2034 or 941-723-4991. u
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HillsborougH

(813) 634-8310
Manatee

(941) 524-2259
For a Free in-HoMe estiMate, call us toDaY!

Shutter & Blind Manufacturing Company
SHUTTERS ~ VERTICALS ~ FAUX WOOD & WOOD HORIZONTAL BLINDS

CELLULAR SHADES ~ WOVEN WOODS ~ SUNSCREEN SHADES ~ PRIVACY SHADINGS ~ MORE

®

INSTALLED 
FREE!

INSTALLED 
FREE!

VERTICALSPLANTATION SHUTTERS
$1395

Sq. Ft.
Measured 
& Installed

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

2” FAUX BLINDS

Our blinds are 
built with a STEEL 
HEADRAIL. Unlike 
the Flimsy Plastic 
Headrail from the 

Home Centers
MADE IN AMERICA

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

24” W x 36” H .......... $84 Installed
36” W x 50” H ........$175 Installed
48” W x 48” H ........$224 Installed
48” W x 60” H ........$280 Installed
72” W x 62” H ........$434 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 62” H ....... $68 Installed
60” W x 62” H ....... $75 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $93 Installed

EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES

36” W x 48” H ....... $39 Installed
52” W x 48” H ....... $49 Installed
60” W x 48” H ....... $69 Installed
72” W x 72” H ....... $86 Installed

SAVE ENERGY
EXAMPLE OF OUR PRICES FOR SUN SCREENS

24” W x 36” H ....................$49 Installed

36” W x 48” H ....................$62 Installed

52” W x 48” H ....................$93 Installed

72” W x 60” H ................. $131 Installed

SUN SCREENS

Has shopping 
become too much 
of a hassle? 
Or, maybe you just 
don’t have the 
time.

GROCERIES DELIVERED 
RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

As your “Personal Shopper”
I can assist you by taking care of 

ALL your shopping needs:
• Groceries • Postage Stamps 
• Pharmacy Pickups • Clothing/Shoes 
• Reading Materials • Personal Items

The items purchased will be 
delivered to your door, brought 
inside, or I can even assist in 

putting them away.

I charge by the hour for my 
shopping service. How long you 

need me is up to you!
• Companion Services Available •

No trip charge within 30 miles of travel

Call Ann Chambliss
(813) 245-8228

apucino1@verizon.net
LICENSED / INSURED

Available hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

My father was Air Force. My two 
nephews both served in the Army. 
The elder one is still a Medic and 

is due to be deployed 
for his third tour in 
the sand box this 
December. But I am 
especially honored to 
live and work in a com-
munity that is home to 
so many of our retired 
serv ice personnel.

It is with that  respect 
for them that the 

Chamber has taken on the project 
of  designing and printing the pro-
gram for our upcoming  Veteran’s 
Day. We will sell ad space in the 
program with proceeds to benefit 
the Wounded  Warrior Project. I 
hope you will join us in this proj-
ect to honor all of our veterans.

It is fitting you acknowledge 
our veterans on Memorial Day 
and Veteran’s Day. And as we 
approach the anniversary of our 
country’s declaration of indepen-
dence from England, I challenge 
you to do it more often. When you 
see someone wearing the hat or 
pin of the military, thank them for 
their service.

Remember, it is not the col-
umnist or reporter who gave us 
freedom of speech. It is not the 
minister who gave us freedom of 
religion, and it is not the politician 
who gave us the right to assemble. 
It is the men and women of our 
armed forces who have sacrificed 
so much so that we may have these 
freedoms. Thank you to all.

TECH TALK
By: Dana Dittmar, Executive Director

SCC Chamber News

You, Me, and Business

You, Me &
Business
By Dana Dittmar

Each month at the Chamber we 
have our membership luncheon 
sponsored by one of our local 
member businesses. They 
provide a speaker, usually 
someone from their com-
pany, who gives the audi-
ence a program related to 
the sponsor’s business.

This month we had no 
sponsor, and therefore no 
speaker. It was suggested 
we contact Honor Flight 
of West Central Florida. 
Fred  Olson was indeed available, 
and he came prepared with projec-
tor and laptop. What we weren’t 
prepared for was the emotional 
 impact of his  presentation.

Honor Flight is a non-profit 
 organization whose mission is 
to fly World War II veterans to 
Washington, DC to see the WWII 
 Memorial.It is a time-sensitive 
mission, as we are losing an 
 average of 1000 WWII veterans 
every day. The cost is high, and 
the  logistics of transporting the 
veterans and their necessary medi-
cal equipment, wheelchairs, and 
walkers is formidable.

Yet the  effort is well worth it 
when you see the looks on our 
veterans’ faces as they experience 
the  memorial built to honor their 
heroics from decades ago. We have 
hundreds of thousands of veter-
ans yet to fly there, and the Honor 
Flight program is trying to get them 
all there before it is too late.

Those who serve our country 
have a special place in my heart. 

Adult Program/Event Highlights
Week of June 26 to July 2

Internet: Safe Browsing and Malicious Software*
Monday, June 27 • 2 to 4:15 p.m.

Learn how to surf the Internet while avoiding common scams and 
pitfalls that can compromise your security. Learn about different 

types of  malicious software, how they get on the personal computer, 
how to  remove them, and precautions to take when using the internet. 

 Registration is available one hour prior to the beginning of the program. 

SouthShore Needle People*
Wednesday, June 29 • 6:30 p.m.

Join other needle people to share techniques, tips and experiences
about knitting and other fiber and fabric crafts. Beginners

are welcome! Bring a project and ask questions! 

Publisher: Introduction and Formatting*
Thursday, June 30 • 12:15 to 2:30 p.m.

Introduction to the Publisher window layout, toolbars, creating new 
documents, and insertion of text and picture frames. Manipulating

picture and text frames, working with lines, borders and colors.
Registration in person required no earlier than one hour

prior to the start of the program. 

Great Books Discussion Group*
Saturday, July 2 • 10 a.m.

Join a discussion with Patrick DeMarco of
Honore de Balzac’s classic work, Pere Goriot.

*Free event is funded by the Friends
of the SouthShore Regional Library

SouthShore regional library 
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573
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$1 million and cash on hand in 
checking and savings accounts of 
more than $144,000. 

The SCC Security Patrol is an 
almost entirely volunteer-based 
organization which dates back 
more than 30 years. Headquartered 
on the Central Campus, it shares a 
building with the SCC Community 
Association. It is managed, at 
least in theory, through a vertical 
hierarchy topped by the board of 
directors to which an organizational 
chart that includes Patrol Chief 
Mike Albanese and a group of 
deputy and assistant chiefs reports. 

Supported by donations and 
endowments, the patrol historically 
has been a boon to the community, 
to local law enforcement as well to 

the series of community developers, 
patrolling SCC streets day and 
night, serving as eyes and ears for 
the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office and contributing to every 
developer’s marketing campaign as 
a much-touted community service. 
Over the years, it has been credited 
with saving hundreds of thousands 
in taxpayer dollars because of 
its volunteered security-oriented 
efforts. 

The patrol also is categorized as 
a not-for-profit operation under 
Florida law and enjoys a tax 
exempt 501(c)3 status under the 
U.S. tax code, obligating it, among 
other things, for certain levels of 
responsibility, transparency and 
accountability. 

It is this latter circumstance that 
produced a growing concern when 
it came to light earlier this year. 
The patrol engages car washers 
who clean its vehicles – currently 
five mostly late-model Hyundais 
– on a weekly basis. They are paid 
$8 per car per week, said Martha 
Finley, former patrol chief who 
retired in February and now is both 
an appointed deputy chief as well 
as a designated “ex-officio” board 
member. At that rate, the patrol pays 
the car cleaners about $40 per week 
or $2,080 annually. The monies are 
taken from patrol’s petty cash and 
that fund is reimbursed from general 
operating revenues to maintain its 
$500 balance, Finley said. 

However, one of the patrol’s 
obligations under the federal rules 
governing its tax exempt operations 
is issue of the federal 1099 form 
presenting total earnings to each 
of the car washers receiving more 
than $600 annually so that those 
earnings can be reported accurately 
by the workers. For an apparently 
unknown number of years, the 
patrol has failed to issue any 1099s 
to any of the car washers, possibly 
jeopardizing its tax free status. 

The matter surfaced in the March, 
2011, board meeting minutes 
when Russ Merritt, a former 
board treasurer who subsequently 
resigned, was empowered to 
“explore the correct way to classify 
them under IRS rules” – as casual 
labor, contract workers or part-
time employees – and determine 
the related tax code implications. 
Follow-up communications from 
Merritt to board members indicate 
concern that issuing the 1099s could 
“be a trigger for investigation” but 
suggesting that if nothing else is 
done, the forms should be completed 
for the 2011 tax year. Merritt’s 
message also noted that if the car 
cleaners were treated as employees, 
“a W2 would not trigger anything.” 

The former treasurer, contacted 
by The Observer for this article, 
said this week he did not know if 
any 1099s had been issued to date. 
Minutes of the June, 2011, patrol 
board meeting state that members 
were advised one of their banks, 
SunTrust, could provide “a payroll 
processing program” that could 
handle taxes, 1099s and other details 
– presumably for the employed 
office staff and for the car washers 
- at a rate of $40 per month. The 
board agreed to pay for the program 
through the current year. 

Filling the treasurer’s position 
also has caused heated debate 
within the patrol management 
during recent months. After 
Merritt’s resignation, Albanese, as 
patrol chief, began exploring other 
options, according to a series of 
written communications. In order 
to quickly get on staff a responsible 
individual to maintain accounting 
records and keep up the flow of 
required payments, he, at one point, 
tried to hire a Kings Point resident as 
an accounting clerk. This move was 
abandoned when he was advised 
his plan would violate existing 
patrol by-laws. Subsequently, Mike 
Brock, a SCC resident known for 
his accounting work with the SCC 
Men’s Club, was invited to join the 
patrol board as its treasurer. Brock 
did so, but soon resigned to become 
the patrol’s current paid accounting 
clerk, engaged at $14 per hour on 
a part-time basis, according to the 
minutes of an especially called 
board meeting on June 7. The paid 
accounting clerk position is a first 
for the patrol. 

The patrol’s difficulty in finding 
or keeping necessary expertise on 
the management level signals even 

greater problems in maintaining 
the volunteer base to serve as 
dispatchers and patrol car drivers 
during day and night shifts. While 
some teams work three-hour shifts 
and others two-hour shifts, a full 
daily complement of dispatchers 
and drivers would number about 
19. For a 30-day month, some 
570 volunteers are needed to 
maintain a seven-day schedule 
now ending each midnight. No one 
within the patrol, contacted by The 
Observer, could – or would - state 
how many volunteers actually do 
work each month. Lynda Hannan, 
a patrol employee who helps 
maintain volunteer schedules, 
expressly declined to provide a 
number “without permission” 
from supervisors despite the 
organization’s obligations regarding 
open records. 

Other signs, though, point to 
an eroding volunteer base. The 
board’s June 14 minutes note that 
three teams currently are without 
captains. At peak vacation times, 
patrol members of one team may 
be solicited several times within 
a single day to fill in on other 
teams. Due to unresolved internal 
problems, Team 4 simply did not 
patrol after 6 PM on April 4 and 
on May 4 only one driver from the 
team appeared for the 6 to 9 PM 
shift. 

The Team 4 issues date back 
to April 4 when its newly trained 
captain, Mary Williams, arrived for 
her day-long shift at about 7 a.m.. 
According to a letter to Albanese 
from Williams’ attorney, Dale 
Brewster, she entered the office, 
easily identified by her badge and 
other credentials, intending to 
locate a substitute for the day due 
to illness she was experiencing. 
Rather than finding help, she was 
“rudely informed” by a dispatcher 
on duty that she, the day captain, 
could not enter the room, that 
the records she carried “ were 
snatched away” by the dispatcher, 
that she was denied “access to 
a telephone” and that when a 
supervisor was called to help 
settle the dispute that “supervisor 
took the side of the dispatcher and 
seemed generally annoyed at Ms. 
Williams for being ill.”

Brewster’s letter goes on to 
note “Ms. Williams is extremely 
disappointed in the manner in 
which she was treated especially 
considering this was a voluntary 
position, and she had invested many 
hours in training.” Brewster’s letter 
also constitutes Williams’ formal 
resignation as team captain and as 
a patrol member. 

In days following the incident, 
Albanese signed short form letters 
to both Brewster and to Williams, 
accepting “regretfully” her 
resignation. 

Ann Devine, the patrol dispatcher 
involved in the incident, was 

SCC Security Patrol
Continued from page 1 ■

See SCC SECURITY PATROL, page 17

Melody JaMeson photo
Behind the modest mirrored door at 1005 North Pebble Beach 
Boulevard, the SCC Security Patrol’s various business, training 
and dispatching functions are and have been for years conducted.  
Relying on mostly volunteer managers, patrol car drivers and radio 
manning dispatchers, the patrol has been a community feature, 
touted by developers and praised by residents as well as local law 
enforcement.  Today, however, surfacing problems are generating 
talk of closer examination of the well-endowed group.
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Got something going on?
Send your press releases to 

www.news@observernews.net

Ruskin VFW Post #6287
Ruskin VFW Post #6287, 5120 U.S. 41 N. has listed the following 

weekly activities. Meetings are: American Legion on 1st Wednesday 
each month; VFW and LAVFW on the 2nd Wednesday each month; 

and MAVFW on the 3rd Thursday 
each month.  

Thursday, June 23 —  Bar  Bingo 
at 6 p.m. 

Friday, June 24 — Fish Fry from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Entertainment byFIFI 
& Company from 7 to 11 p.m. 

Saturday, June 25 —  Steak Dinner 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Entertainment 
by Gene Cannon from 6:30 to 10:30 
p.m.  Ladies’ Night $1 Drinks. 

Sunday, June 26 — Entertainment by U 2 Can from 5 to 9 p.m.
Monday, June 27 — Open.
Tuesday, June 28— Games in Lounge from 1 to 5 p.m. Kitchen 

opens at 4:30 p.m. Bingo at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 29 — $7 Budget Dinner -- Salisbury Steak, 

Mashed Potatoes, Veg., Rolls & Dessert from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

The character trait for the month 
of May was cooperation. The Ki-
wanis members, Joe Nargawala 
and Charlene Wirick, were at the 
school to present the students 
with their awards.
 The following students were 
present for the award and photo: 
Yadiel Davila, Lillie Tran, Kaleb 
Feliciano, DeAndre Gonzalez, 
Jordan Brewer, Amahria Galicia, 
Ashlyn Ford, Saydey Coronado, 
Hayle Gould, Alejandro Baltazar, 
Ethan Sellner, Julisa Gallardo, 
Krystal Almonte,  Jamar Shel-

Ruskin Elementary School’s Terrific Kids for May
man, Jonathan Salinas, Julitza 
Herrera, Estefany Aviles-Miran-
da, Ramey Caez,Chantel Vidal, 
Lisbeth Ramirez, John Meredith, 
Any Banh, Enica Antoine, Zaida 
Dominguez, Anna Delgado, Tani-
yah Millner, Austin Bazemore, 
Dwayne Wilson, Madison Sclar, 
Derwing Edouard, Jessenia 
Dominguez, Gustavo Basave, 
Tylor Barfield, Jessica Tamayo, 
Brayan Lauro, Gilberto Lara, 
Ramiro Salinas, Leslie Neri, 
Amiyah Shelman, Tara Brazel, 
Aaliyah Hernandez, Kinikalyn 

Manglona, Noah Catapano, Em-
manuel Fox, Nicole Kasperitis, 
Brooklynn Regier, Skye Baker, 
Kiwanis members Joe Nargawa-
la and Charlene Wirick, Principal 
Lisa Amos and Guidance Coun-
selor Megan Harvey.
  Children that received awards, 
but were not present for pho-
to are as follows: Esmeralda 
Dominguez,Anthony Gonzalez, 
Cristian Diaz,Richard Harrell, 
Jacob Davis, Johonna Gali-
cia, Manuel Gonzalez, Joshua 
Brandt, Bakir Abukhdeir.

Family appreciates outpouring
of sympathy

Dear Editor:
Dusty Lee Maskrey was killed in an automobile accident on May 21, 

2011. He was 19 years old. Our family wishes to express our deepest 
appreciation to all who helped in our time of sadness and grief. A thank 
you is extended to Ruskin VFW Post 6287, the Men and Ladies Auxil-
iary, the Women's Color Guard and VFW Post 8108 for opening their 
clubhouses for family and friends to hold car washes to help with the 
funeral expenses.

Thank you to each and every one who came to the car washes and gave 
donations. Our heartfelt thanks  to those who gave money, flowers and 
food. Dusty touched a lot of hearts and the outpouring from the com-
munity made us so proud of our son. To everyone who helped us during 
this time may God bless you all. Dusty is survived by his family and his 
extended family of beautiful, beloved friends. No one was a stranger to 
Dusty. He was that kind of young man who had a heart of gold filled with 
God's love. Thank you and God bless all.

                                In loving memory of Dusty -- The Maskrey family

Dear Editor:
It has taken me some time to recover from that wonderful party given for 

me, May 21. Now comes the task of finding words to say ‘thank you.’ 
1. Thank you to the church and school for the opportunity to serve in 

this Ministry all these years; and all the wonderful people, staff, students, 
parents and friends you have brought into my life.

2. Thank you to all of you that traveled from near and far to share this 
day with me.

3. Thank you for the trip down memory lane and all the Graingerisms.
4. Certainly an unforgettable moment was the skit with my former 

 students playing themselves and Debbie portraying Mrs. Grainger. 
Thank you for those laughs.

5. Thank you for the gifts from the church and school. They were over-
whelming; also all the gifts from different individuals. 

6. A great big ‘Thanks’ for everyone that contributed to the ‘Thank 
You’ part of the program.

7. Thank you for the food and fellowship. It was a special time to relax 
and take a breath.

God bless all of you.
                       Barbara Grainger, retired former kindergarten teacher

Retiring teacher says thanks to all 
who helped make her job special 

Letters to the editor:

ruskin Branch LiBrary
1 Dickman Drive SE • Ruskin 33573

Excel II: Formatting • June 23 • 3 p.m.
Learn different formats for expressing numbers in a spreadsheet. 

Excel I is recommended.

Excel III: Performing Calculations • June 24 • 3 p.m.
Learn about functions and formulas and how to use them 

in calculations. Excel II is recommended.

Excel: Charts and Graphs • June 28 • 3 p.m.
Create and format charts from data for visual emphasis.

Previous experience with Microsoft Excel is recommended.

eBooks: Introduction • June 30 • 3 p.m.
Learn what hardware and software is required to

download eBooks from our library.

Email: Open an Account • July 1 • 3 p.m.
Open an email account, compose and send a letter. Basic

mouse and keyboarding skills are recommended.

Email: Messages • July 1 • 4:15 p.m.
Read, forward, and delete messages. Basic mouse and

keyboarding skills are recommended.

Adult Computer Classes for the 
Technologically Challenged

Woman’s Club to 
host teen forum

The GFWC Brandon Junior 
Woman’s Club will again be 
hosting their annual Teen Forum 
July 25-29 at Nativity Catholic 
Church. 

The one-week, half-day camp is 
for girls beginning 6th, 7th or 8th 
grades.

Speakers will be provided on 
topic ranging from self-esteem to 
cooking classes as well as crafts, 
team activities, snacks and prizes. 

Reserve your spot now by going 
to www.thebjwc.com and print-
ing the form and sending it and a 
check for $70 to Brandon  Junior 
 Woman’s Club, P.O. Box 66, 
 Brandon, FL 33509. 

For more information, call  Donna 
Griffin at (813) 244-4758.

The University of South  Florida 
Department of Pediatrics is con-
ducting an innovative study for 
youth, ages 13-24, who may be 
HIV infected but are undiag-
nosed and not showing symptoms. 
 Researchers will target Latino men 
who have sex with men and het-
erosexual Latina women to receive 
HIV testing and recruit others who 
are at-risk for HIV.

The program is unique because 
it employs social networks of 
friends, family members, and inti-
mate partners to recruit additional 
study participants and send HIV 
risk reduction messages.  Venues 
will also be set up to provide 
 location-based testing to reach 
youth where they gather.

USF is conducting the only 
study in the Tampa Bay area to 
reach this particular population 
as part of the national Adolescent 
Medicine  Trials Network for HIV/
AIDS  Interventions.

“These youth are increasingly at 

risk for HIV, especially given the 
considerable stigma surrounding 
the disease,” said Karina Pineda, a 
community liaison and researcher 
for the study. “Many also have the 
disease but don’t know it yet, so 
we’ll be making a vital connection 
with them through this study.”

The program will run through 
August 2012 and is led by Prin-
cipal Investigator Diane Straub, 
MD, MPH, associate professor of 
pediatrics and chief of the USF 
Division of Adolescent Medi-
cine. Funding is provided by the 
 National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, the 
 National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
and the National Institute of 
 Mental Health.

Over 250 study participants will 
receive a limited number of gift 
cards in appreciation of their time, 
so early enrollment is encouraged.

For more information, call (813)  
417-5095 or search ‘Hablemos del 
VIH’ on Facebook.

USF launches HIV research study and 
testing for Hispanic adolescents

Two figure skating events are happening soon. Ellenton Ice and Sports 
Complex, 5309 29th St. East, Ellenton, hosts its first U.S. Figure Skating 
Basic Skills Competition from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. on Saturday, June 25.

Admission is free. The event will feature skaters enrolled in the Ba-
sic Skills Learn-to-Skate Program. Beginning skaters as young as three 
years old will perform skills recently learned in classes held at Ellenton 
Ice. The competition will also feature events for more advanced skaters 
all the way through adults. 

 Red, White and Blue Figure Skating Review is Saturday, June 25, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door or in advance.

The event will feature the debut of the 2012 programs Canadian pairs 
team Paige Lawrence and Rudi Swiegers.

Additional performances will include skaters from the Preliminary 
through Senior Levels training at the Ellenton facility. These skaters will 
perform in a competition simulation format including official warm-ups 
and critiques by Olympic and World coaches.

For more information, call (941) 723-3663.
 

Ellenton Ice and Sports Complex
to host figure skating events

The ladies of the Summerfield 
Ladies’ Club will be dressed in 
their best red, white and blue out-
fits and enjoying the club’s regular 
meeting and lunch on Thursday, 
July 7.

The business meeting will be 
called to order by President, Mar-
tha Crocker at 11 a.m, with lunch to 
follow. Join the fun and  fellowship. 
Visitors are always welcome.

The Ladies’ Club of Summer-
field will be traveling to Plant 
City for lunch at Cowboy Western 
World on Thursday, July 21. A car 
pool will form at the Community 
Center and depart at 10:30 a.m.

The Summerfield  Ladies’ Club 
will, again this year, be collect-
ing school supplies for a local ele-
mentary school. This has become 
a wonderful way to support and 
give back to the  community and 
its residents.

To anyone with an interest in 
making a contribution to this 
 effort, there will be posted on the 
community  bulletin board a list of 
supplies needed and a collection 
box in the lobby to  receive these 
donations. 

Summerfield 
Ladies’ Club 
makes plans



list of local nursing home facili-
ties. Ideally, the facilities should 

be close to family 
members and friends 
who can visit often. 
Residents with fre-
quent visitors usually 
get better care. The 
national Eldercare 
Locator (800-677-
1116 or www.elder-
care.gov) can direct 
you to your local 
aging agency. 

Do Some Research: Every year, 
the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services collect data on 
more than 15,000 nursing homes 
throughout the country. Health 
inspection data, staffing and qual-
ity measures are combined to come 
up with an overall ranking system 
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Southeast Windows & Glass, Inc.
603 Hwy. 41 S • Ruskin, FL

(Your local company for 30 years) Fax: 645-6964

813-645-3370
FREE ESTIMATES

“Replacement Window Specialist”

Vinyl or Aluminum Windows and 
Hurricane Impact Windows

• Full Service Glass & Mirror
• Shower Enclosures
• Door Replacement 
& Door Inserts

• Sliding Glass 
Doors

• Broken Window 
Repair

• Hurricane Shutters

Dr. Robert A. Norman
Board Certified Dermatologist

Dr. A. Theodosatos
Brandi Broughton, PA-C

Offering Botox, Restylane and various cosmetic 
products and services

Physician of
the Year
2005

Same Day Appointments • FREE Skin Screening

6322 U.S. Highway 301 • Riverview
813-880-7546

Insurance accepted: Medicare, Medicaid, BCBS, Humana, 
Cigna, Aetna, Amerigroup, and many moreFREE

BUY ONEGET ONE

BUY ONE SQ. FOOT 
OF SELECT
TIGRESSÁ CARPET
AND GET ONE 

HURRY!
8 DAYS LEFT

Sale Ends June 30th!

CARPET  |  HARDWOOD  |  VINYL  |  TILE  |  LAMINATE  |  BLINDS  |  SHUTTERS  |  WE REPAIR BLINDS

DOVE INTERIORS   CARPET ONE FLOOR
& HOME

2305 College Ave. E • Ruskin, FL
(1 mile west of I-75 Exit 240-B) www.doveinteriorscarpetone.com

JC Penney Express NOW OPEN
• Order Placement • Returns • Pick Ups • Exchanges • Gift Cards • Credit Payments

813-645-8660
HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9 A.M.-5 P.M. • SAT. 10 A.M.-2 P.M. • CLOSED SUNDAY * Evenings by appointment

®

We promise you’ll love the way 
your new fl oor looks, or we’ll replace 
it FREE – including installation!†

We’ve gone direct to the factory and
negotiated unbelievable pricing on select 
styles of Tigressá carpet.

OUR NATIONAL  BUYING POWER 
MEANS YOU

Visit CarpetOne.com/Tigressa
 

FREE Pre-Measures and  Estimates

Some like softer. Others like stronger. 
Tell us what you prefer and 

ENTER TO WIN**
A Tigressá SoftStyle

Area Rug! Ask About Our Healthier Living Installation For A 
Cleaner, Healthier Home.  

THE SOFTER, STRONGER CARPET.

B O N U S !  Se lec t  Hardwood  &  Laminate  •  50% OFF!

S P E C I A L  F I N A N C I N G  A V A I L A B L E *

FOX LAKE
Soft and beautiful,
complements virtually 
any decor. $149

materials only
S.F.

YOUR PRICE

Regular Price $2.99
DISCOUNT REFLECTED IN SALE PRICE

PARK FALLS
Enjoy casual comfort 
and a beautiful, 
distinctive look. $199

materials only
S.F.

YOUR PRICE

Regular Price $3.99
DISCOUNT REFLECTED IN SALE PRICE

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you give me some tips on 

picking a good nursing 
home for my 82-year-old 
father? He had a stroke 
last year and has been 
receiving care at home 
but it’s become too much 
to handle.  

Overwhelmed Daughter

Dear Overwhelmed,
Choosing a nursing 

home for a loved one that 
provides quality care is an impor-
tant and difficult decision that 
requires some homework. Here are 
some steps that can help you find 
a good nursing home and avoid a 
bad one.  

Make a List: Start by contacting 
your Area Agency on Aging for a 

The Savvy 
Senior
By Jim Miller

of one to five stars. To research 
the nursing homes in your area, 
go to medicare.gov and click on 
“Facilities and Doctors,” then on 
“Compare Nursing Homes.” 

Call Your Ombudsman: This is 
a government official who investi-
gates nursing home complaints and 
advocates for residents and their 
families. This person can help you 
find the latest health inspection 
reports, which are public informa-
tion, on specific nursing homes, 
and can tell you which ones have 
had complaints or other problems. 
To find your local ombudsman, 
call your area aging agency or see 
ltcombudsman.org.

Call the Facilities: Once you’ve 
narrowed your search, call the 
nursing homes you’re interested 
in to find out if they have any 

How to pick a nursing home
vacancies, what they charge, and if 
they accept Medicaid – most do. 

Visit Your Top Choices: Be 
sure to visit more than once and 
at different times of the day and 
different days of the week. While 
you’re there, notice the clean-
ness and smell of the facility. Is it 
homey and inviting? Does the staff 
seem responsive and kind to its 
residents? Also be sure to taste the 
food, and talk to the residents and 
their family members, if available. 

Upon arrival, ask for the nursing 
home administrator or other per-
son of authority to give you a tour. 
Find out about staff screening (do 
they do background checks) and 
training procedures and what per-
centage of their staff leaves each 
year. Less than 30 percent annually 
is considered good. More than 50 
percent is a red flag. To help you 
rate your visit, Medicare offers a 
handy checklist at medicare.gov/
nursing/checklist.pdf.
Paying for Care

With nursing home costs now 
averaging nearly $230 per day 
nationally, paying for long-term 
care is another area you may have 
questions about or need assistance 
with. Medicare only helps pay up 
to 100 days of “medically neces-
sary” nursing home care, which 
must occur after a hospital stay. 
Most nursing home residents pay 
from personal money, long-term 
care insurance policies or, if they 
qualify, through Medicaid. Your 
State Health Insurance Assistance 
Program (SHIP) is a good resource 
for long-term care financial coun-
seling. To find a local SHIP coun-
selor visit shiptalk.org, or call 800-
677-1116. 

Savvy Tip: For more information, 
get Medicare’s booklet “Guide to 
Choosing a Nursing Home.” To 
receive a free copy via mail, call 
800-633-4227, or you can read it 
online at medicare.gov/publica-
tions/pubs/pdf/02174.pdf. 

Send your senior questions to: 
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 
Norman, OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC Today 
show and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

The power of 
three

Author, master numerologist 
T.P. Curran will be appearing on 
Wednesday, June 29 at the Heritage 
Room, 1009 N. Pebble Beach 
Blvd. He will talk about the power 
of three -- the symbolic correlation 
between numerology, astrology, 
and the spiritual tarot. One-on-one 
readings will follow at the Chakra 
Center, 137 S. Pebble Beach Blvd., 
Suite 201.

By using these techniques you 
will be able to see how your given 
numbers can be used to choose the 
right path to take and to make bet-
ter choices to improve your life.

T.P. CURRAN

Ruskin Animal Hospital & Cat Clinic
715 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin • 813-645-6411

Mon./Wed./Thur./Fri. 7-5:30 (closed Thur. 12-2) • Sat. 7:30-1 • Tues. 7-7

PET TIP: In the past few years, warmer temperatures, growing 
white tailed deer populations, reforestation and urban sprawl have 
all led to tick migrations and a surge in tick-borne infections in 
dogs. We are seeing more dogs infected with more than one type 
of tick-borne disease. Use tick protection year round.

Drs. Ott, Slaughter & Waldy 
• Nearly 100 years of experience • Voted Best Vet & Best Pet Services 
• Best Pet Resort with Medical Care
• Provider of Free 5-Acre, Beautiful Dog Park 
• Founder of C.A.R.E. Rescue Shelter
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Ameriprise Financial is one of the nation’s most recognized names. Ameriprise Financial is a 
full service brokerage firm, offering investment planning, advice and related financial services 
and products. 

Stocks  FDIC-Insured CD’s 
Corporate Bonds  Tax-Free Municipal Bonds 
Mutual Funds (no-load and load)   Life Insurance 
Annuities  Long Term Care Insurance
Trust Accounts  Investment Planning 
IRAs  Estate Investment Planning 
401(K) Rollovers 

“It is always good to get a second opinion,
call us today for your Complimentary Portfolio Review”

Rick Tuberosa, Financial Advisor, Managing Director 

John M. Price, Financial Advisor, Managing Director 

1609 Sun City Center Plaza • Sun City Center, FL 33573
(813) 634-5677 or (866) 687-8595
Your meeting will include a review of your existing financial situation and potential opportunities, gaps, or general strategies. You will not receive a 
comprehensive review or financial planning services for when fees are charged.

Brokerage, investment and financial advisory services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. Some 
products and services may not be available in all jurisdictions or to all clients.

 

$3,400 AWARDED TO  
OTT’S OFF-LEASH  
DOG SANCTUARY  

 

FOR PARK IMPROVEMENTS 

FROM THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
OF GREATER SUN CITY CENTER 

GRANTS AT WORK 

www.cftampabay.org 
P.O. Box 5914, Sun City Center, FL 33571 | 813.633.6677 

Grants like these are made possible by donors like you!

A division of the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay 

Pixie is a sweet little female who 
was brought to the shelter with 
three buddies. She has bounced 
back from her early misadventures 
to be a real little lover who loves 
to be held by volunteers and gets 
her motor going right away. She 
also has a wonderful orange hue to 
her fur. Please come into C.A.R.E. 
soon and take Pixie to her  forever 
home. Pixie has been spayed, 
micro chipped, and brought up-to-
date on shots. DOB: Sept. ‘05.

 

PIXIE

 Russ is a Terrier mix with the 
most heart-melting eyes. With an 
invite, he will lie upside down 
in your lap and take a nap. Russ 
 enjoys running in the play yard 
with his furry friends, playing in 
the doggy pool, and getting kisses. 
He is such a great dog! Russ would 
do best in a dog savvy home with 
a patient and loving owner. Russ is 
neutered, current on his shots, and 
microchipped. DOB: July ‘09

RUSS

C.A.R.E. Pets of the Week
C.A.R.E. is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
For directions, visit www.CareShelter.org or call (813) 645-2273.

During his trade mission to Canada, Governor Scott this week met 
with two Ontario-based companies establishing operations in Florida -- 
Toronto Sky Aviation Inc. (TSA), operating as Aircraft Armature Inc., 
and UCC Steelwork Connections Inc. Together, the two companies will 
add approximately 110 jobs to the Aerospace and Manufacturing indus-
tries in Florida.

“I am thrilled these two businesses are expanding in Florida,” said 
Governor Scott. “With three jobs announcements in one week, Florida is 
clearly on the right path.”

“The delegation that accompanied me to Canada this week met with 
more than 120 Canadian companies in both Montreal and Toronto. The 
confidence these companies have expressed in the future of Florida’s busi-
ness environment leads me to believe we will see many more Canadian 
companies investing in our state in the future,” Governor Scott added.

TSA is launching a new aircraft repair company, Aircraft Armature 
Inc., in Opa-Locka, creating 100 skilled jobs in less than three years. 
TSA presently performs over $3 million of sales in the U.S. All of these 
U.S. customers will be transferred and supported from the Opa-Locka 
operation. The 30,000 square-foot facility will be located in one of the 
state’s areas hardest hit by unemployment.

“We are all very excited with the new company and task ahead of us 
over the next few years in Florida. We expect this facility to be the pride 
of the corporation with advanced manufacturing systems which will 
ensure a long and successful operation in Florida,” said Richard Howard, 
President Aircraft Armature, and Mike Cean, Owner/CEO.

UCC Industries International Inc., a distributor of steel and concrete 
construction products, opened its U.S. headquarters and North American 
distribution center on April 1 in Tampa. The U.S. headquarters will oper-
ate as UCC Steelwork Connections Inc. and will add about 10 jobs at an 
average wage of $44,000.

“We are very thankful for the opportunity to meet with Florida 
Governor Rick Scott, along with the Enterprise Florida Team, in Toronto 
Ontario, and to hear about their goal to become the top state in the USA 
to do business,” said UCC President Brent Hughes. ”We look forward to 
growing UCC Steelwork Connections along with the state of Florida.”

Representatives from the Beacon Council and the Tampa Hillsborough 
Economic Development Corporation (EDC) who played an integral role 
in the companies’ expansion in Florida joined Governor Scott for the 
Canada Trade Mission.

“Aviation is one of our targeted industries and Opa-locka is one of the 
areas hardest hit by unemployment,” said Frank R. Nero, President of 
The Beacon Council, Miami-Dade County’s official economic develop-
ment partnership. “We are happy to hear that TSA Rewinds Florida will 
be creating more than 100 aviation sector jobs in the area.”

“Canada is a leading foreign direct investor in the Tampa Bay region. 
UCC’s decision to locate their U.S. headquarters and North American 
distribution center in Tampa reflects the strength and strategic advan-
tages Hillsborough County offers to international firms seeking to 
expand their business platform,” stated Tampa Hillsborough EDC 2011 
Chair, Rhea Law.

Earlier this week Governor Scott announced the Canadian  security 
company Garda will relocate its U.S. Headquarters to Boca Raton 
Florida, creating 100 professional jobs. Enterprise Florida President 
Gray Swoope and a delegation of key Florida business leaders and stake-
holders accompanied Governor Scott on the trade mission.

Governor Scott meets with Canadian 
companies moving to Florida 

Transforming Rwanda
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church recently hosted a presentation on 

‘Transforming Rwanda, Africa by Empowering Orphans.’ The presen-
tation was given by Barbra Anderson from Fort Worth, TX while vis-

iting her parents, Bob and Lillian 
Connine in Sun City Center.

Disease, famine HIV/AIDS and 
the infamous genocide in that 
country left the orphans with no-
where to run. Zimbabwe Orphans 
Endeavor (ZOE), a Christian-
based ministry, based in North 
Carolina is turning that country 
around. Barbra with 7 members 
from her Texas church and her se-
nior pastor did a mission trip there 
this past year through this program 
as an ongoing effort to rehabilitate 
these orphans who then become 
heads of families to their younger 

siblings. They are taught many skills as shown in her video and slides.
Barbra is Director of Global Corporate Responsibility for Sabre 

Holdings in Dallas, TX. She is married with two children. She takes at 
least two weeks of her vacation every year for mission work on her own, 
which is not part of her employment.

BARBRA ANDERSON

Electric cars are coming this fall 
and County Commissioners today 
approved a pilot project to sponsor 
10 electric vehicle charging sta-
tions for October. This effort, led 
by Commissioner Mark Sharpe, 
District 7 Countywide, marks the 
start of developing the infrastruc-

ture for the anticipated increase in 
electric vehicle use by consumers 
seeking cleaner and cheaper energy 
alternatives. The ChargePoint 
charg ing stations themselves are 
free, as well as maintenance dur-
ing this pilot project. Hillsborough 
County will only pay for their 
installation and electrical usage.

 Initial proposed charge station 
locations as part of Hillsborough 
County’s effort include:

Two -- County’s Pierce Street 
Parking Garage, 319 N. Pierce St.

Two -- St. Pete Times Forum, 
401 Channelside Drive

One -- Environmental Protection 
Commission of Hillsborough 
County, 3629 Queen Palm Drive

One -- Jimmie B. Keel Regional 
Library, 2902 W. Bearss Ave.

One -- Jan Kaminis Platt Regional 
Library, 3910 S. Manhattan Ave.

One -- Brandon Regional Library, 
619 Vondenburg Road

One -- Town ‘n County Commons, 
7606 Paula Drive

One -- Hillsborough Community 
College, 4001 W. Tampa Bay 
Blvd.

Commissioner Sharpe stated, 

“It’s important to note that for every 
charging station that’s installed, 
there's a creation of three jobs.”

 Each charging station will be 
connected to a network allowing 
drivers to locate stations, avail-
ability and cost by going online or 
through a smart phone. The cost 

for parking 
at a charging 
station has yet 
to be deter-
mined. Each 
station will be 
able to charge 

electric vehicles from all major car 
makers.

 “Cleaner energy produced right 
here in America will, over time, 

help make us less dependent on 
foreign oil,” said Commissioner 
Sharpe. “The way we drive and 
how we get our energy is going to 
change as well, and we’ve got to 
be on the cutting edge.”

 The pilot will end in Jan. 2014, 
and at that time, Commissioners 
can decide if they will keep the 
existing units and pay for their 
maintenance and upkeep, and con-
nection to the charging station 
network.

 To see where all the charge sta-
tions are across the country, logon 
to www.mychargepoint.net.

 To learn about all the Green 
Hillsborough efforts, go to www.
hillsboroughcounty.org/green/.

Hillsborough County Commissioners approve electric 
vehicle charging
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Gold reaches all-time 
high! April 29, 2011
Come in for the latest prices!

Sun State Collectibles
813-731-8281

Buying Rare Coins and Jewelry for Over 30 Years!

If you can’t come to us...we’ll come to you!

“We would like to extend a 
warm Thank You to the many 
thousands of residents from 

the Sun City Center area whose 
trust and loyalty make our 

continuing business in Sun City 
Center a joy and a privilege.”  

— Paul and Bill

• 1/2 Cents through 
Bust Dollars

• U.S. 
Commemorative 
Coins

• Proof & Mint Sets
• Pocket Watches
• Slot Machines 

(pre 1945)
• G.S.A. Dollars 

(Carson City)
• American Eagles 

(silver and gold)
• Rolex Watches

INSTANT 
PAYMENT

for your Accumulations,
Collections and Estates

Main Office

BUYING
Gold, Silver & 

Platinum
at Sun City Center Inn (next to Walgreen’s)

809 N. Pebble Beach Blvd. • Sun City Center
813-731-8281

• Sterling Silver Bars .925
• .999 Silver Bars
• Trays
• Sterling Flatware
• Candlesticks
• Tea Sets
• Jewelry
• Franklin Mint Sets
• Danbury Mint Sets

1964 & earlier:
Halves ..................................$10.00 & up
Quarters ................................. $5.00 & up
Dimes .................................... $2.00 & up
1965 - 1970:
Halves .............................. $3.50 per coin

Silver Dollars:
1878-1904 ........................... $26.00 & up
1921-1935 ........................... $25.00 & up

Fine plus or better

Uncirculated, new rolls 1878-1904 ...$725 & up
Uncirculated, new rolls 1922-1925 .. $650 & up
Huge Premiums For High Quality Uncirculated Rolls or Bags

• School Rings 
• Jewelry 
• Broken Jewelry 
• Chains 
• Bracelets 
• Charms 

• Earrings (single or pairs)
• Gold Watches (pocket or wrist)
• Dental Gold
• Wedding Bands
• U.S. Gold Coins:
$1 to $20 ............ $125 to $2,000 & up
1795-1833 .... $5,000 to $40,000 & up
• K-Rands
• Eagles
• Pesos

• Maple Leaf
• Pandas
• Gold Bars
• Industrial Gold & Platinum

GET PAID TO 
HOST A GOLD 

PARTY!
Party hosts typically earn 

$300 to $1,200 per event!
We provide: • Expert buyers 
• Cash payment  • Invitations
• Refreshments supplied 
You simply invite your friends and have 
fun!

Call Bill at
813-731-8281

SILVER COINS
PAYING TOP DOLLAR

$20.00
per dollar

WE BUY ALL FORMS OF 
GOLD & COINS

URGENTLY 
NEEDED

STERLING SILVER

3 
DAYS
ONLY

THURSDAY

June 23
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

FRIDAY

June 24
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SATURDAY

June 25
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Live Entertainment Wednesday thru Sunday
611 Destiny Drive • Ruskin, FL

813-645-3291

Atlantis is the final manned U.S. 
space mission currently on the 
calendar. In accordance with a 
directive issued by then-President 
George W. Bush, the shuttle 
program will be retired in 2011, 
with the intention of ushering in 
a new era of manned deep space 
exploration under a program called 
Constellation. The space shuttle is 
not capable of traveling as far as the 
eyes and minds of NASA scientists. 
A manned mission to Mars, to an 
asteroid, or even a return to the 
Moon requires a different ship; but 
that ship won’t be available until 
2014 at the earliest. Until then, 
American astronauts who visit the 
International Space Station will be 
required to hitch a ride on a Russian 
Soyuz rocket. The United States 
will no longer have the means for 
Americans to travel into space on 
its own. The Obama Administration 
has since recommended scaling 
back the Constellation program in 
favor of using private vendors. 

Regardless, once Atlantis 
lands back on earth, marking the 
completion of STS-135, the United 
States will begin what scientists call 
“a gap in human spaceflight.” The 
nation will not have the capacity 
to send men and women into 
space until a replacement vehicle 
becomes reality.

Amid the excitement leading up 
to the final launch, NASA is hard at 
work promoting the next generation 
of manned space exploration, no 
doubt partially to reassure the 
public that the American quest to 
reach for the stars has not ended. 
The Orion spacecraft is being 
designed to allow astronauts to 
travel on extended deep-space 
missions and safely return to earth. 
This month, the space agency has 
taken that spacecraft on tour across 

Final mission
Continued from page 1 ■

STS-135 Crew Portrait: Attired in training versions of their shuttle 
launch and entry suits, these four astronauts take a break from 
training to pose for the STS-135 crew portrait. Pictured are 
Commander Chris Ferguson (center right), Pilot Doug Hurley (center 
left), Mission Specialists Rex Walheim and Sandy Magnus.

NASA Photo

Mitch trAPhAgeN PhotoS

During the early hours of June 17, the rotating service structure 
that protects the space shuttle from inclement weather was opened 
to load cargo. NASA invited credentialed media to photograph the 
temporarily visible shuttle at sunrise.

the nation, to allow people to see 
it for themselves. Its final stop on 
that tour will be at the Kennedy 
Space Center Visitor Complex in 
Titusville from June 29 to July 4.

With the impending launch of 
Atlantis, more than ever there is 
electricity in the air at Kennedy 
Space Center. It is palpable and can 
be felt by the thousands of people 
who travel to the Visitor Complex 
each day. Certainly, this is the time 
to visit the space center, which is 
only a two-hour drive from the 
Tampa Bay area. The complex 
operates without the benefit of 
American tax dollars and thus 
charges admission, beginning at 
$43, which includes a vast array 
of displays, artifacts, and films 
along with admission to the U.S. 
Astronauts Hall of Fame and space 
flight simulators. Bus tours of the 
complex, including the launch pads, 
are also available. Today, Atlantis 
stands at the ready on Launch Pad 
39A — ready to reach for the stars 
as she has done 32 times since her 
maiden voyage more than a quarter 
century ago. Now is the time to visit 
the space center, while the dreams 
offered by the space shuttle remain 
via Atlantis pointing skyward for 
her final flight, and a glimpse of 
the future is at hand in the Orion 
spacecraft that will ferry the next 
generation of American astronauts 

into the final frontier. 
In an era of severe budget 

deficits, with its fixation on the 
growing national debt and the 
looming specter of across-the-
board government cuts in services, 
there are many who may argue that 
the United States can no longer 
afford to travel into space. The  
350 American astronauts who have 
actually been there since Alan 
Shepard was first launched into 
orbit aboard Freedom 7 more than 
50 years ago, along with millions 
of Americans who believe in what 
this nation can accomplish, know 
different. America can’t afford to 
not travel into space. This nation 
has always reached for the stars. 
This nation has the capability of 
touching them. 

The final launch of the space 
shuttle program, STS-135 Atlantis 
is scheduled to take place at 11:26 
a.m. on July 8. Tickets for viewing 
the launch from the Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex and from 
the NASA Causeway are sold out. 
A clear view of the launch from 
approximately 12 miles away is 
available from Space View Park 
in Titusville as well as many other 
points along the coast for dozens of 
miles north and south of the space 
center. In clear weather conditions, 
the launch may also be visible from 
the Tampa Bay area.

For information about the Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex, visit 

www.kennedyspacecenter.com or call 
321-449-4444 for information 
or 866-737-5235 for tickets.
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Fuel surcharge applies to Free Service Call. * W.A.C. Some restrictions apply. BONDED & INSURED LIC.# CAC058774

We Service All Brands!

• Check Refrigerant Pressures adding up to 2 lbs. at no 
additional charge (EPA requires refrigerant leaks must 
be repaired prior to recharging or adding refrigerant)

• Surface Clean Indoor Coil In Place if Possible (if 
impacted - quote separately)

• Surface Clean Condenser Coils (if impacted - quote 
separately)

• Check Drain Pan & Clean Drain Line (if plugged - 
quote separately)

• Check Thermostat & System Operation
• Check Compressor Amp Draw
• Check Outdoor Fan Motor Amp Draw
• Check Indoor Motor Amp Draw
• Inspect Ductwork For Contamination
• Oil Outdoor Fan Motor
• Oil Indoor Fan Motor
• Check Blower Wheel
• Inspect Safety Controls
• Check Drain Pan Safety Switch
• Sanitize Air Handler (if needed)

Super Tune-Up

*$5995
Special

REGULAR PRICE: $79.95 
FIRST TUNE-UP ONLY

*$5995

GET ALL THIS
FOR ONLY

*1st TUNE-UP ONLY

SUPER TUNE-UP CHECKLIST:

www.easyac.net

It’s Tune-Up Time 
for your Central A/C System

CALL NOW!
WE’RE NEVER CLOSED!

NEVER AN 
OVERTIME CHARGE!
Sun City/Apollo Beach/Ruskin

813-635-0440
Hillsborough

813-COLD AIR
265-3247

Pinellas/Pasco

727-447-6933
Polk

863-686-8528
Manatee

941-365-5862

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

FREE
SECOND OPINION

ULTRA VIOLET
BIOCIDE CHAMBER

FREE * with
installation of 
a Premium 
A/C System

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

AC LIFE
EXPECTANCY CHECK UP

FREE
813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

COMPLETE PREMIUM
SYSTEM INSTALLATION

$300 OFF*
813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

SENIOR or 
MILITARY DISCOUNT

$100 Off*
Any new central A/C 

& Heating System

$25 Off*
Any Central A/C Repair

FREE
FREON
ELECTRONIC

LEAK SEARCH
$149.95 VALUE

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

813-COLD-AIR (265-3247)

*

*

*

If you felt a sudden, impulsive urge to don 
horns, grab a futuristic-looking weapon 

and walk around in public this weekend, 
you were in luck. For anyone else who 

may have found themselves in downtown 
Tampa over the weekend, no, the city had 
not been invaded, despite large groups of 

people walking around looking, perhaps, a 
little more out of the ordinary than normal. 

This weekend, thousands of people 
turned out for Metrocon at the Tampa 

Convention Center. Metrocon bills itself 
as Florida’s Largest Anime Convention. 

Anime is commonly defined as animation 
that originated in early 20th century 

Japan. The attendees colorfully provided 
the animation for the event, which had a 
theme of “monsters and hunters.” In all, 

8,000 people from around the world were 
expected to attend, with those people, 

most in elaborate costumes, ranging from 
young children to retirees.
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No, Tampa wasn’t invaded. It was Metrocon
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Courtesy Shuttle Service Available • Towing Upon Request

We are a AAA Approved Auto Repair Center
At Home Auto Care, Inc.

2003 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Ruskin, FL
(exactly 1 mile south of SR 674/College Ave.)

(813) 645-0339
OPEN Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.athomeauto.net
Lic# MVS51635

®

3
4
3
7
4
8
-2

5
0
2
0

New cyber scam really looks legit
By PENNY FLETCHER ■

penny@observernews.net
RIVERVIEW - During my many 

years writing about South County 
I’ve done a lot of stories about 
scams. There have been bank 
scams, political scams, business 
scams, computer scams and local 
people who have gone to jail.

There have also been some pretty 
smart people victimized. It doesn’t 
take much of a twist on a known 

scam to confuse someone enough 
to hit them from behind.

This story is personal. As much 
as I know about scams, I was 
almost a victim. Had I not done 
so many stories, talked to so many 
law enforcement officers- and yes, 
crime victims- over the years, I’d 
have fallen for it.

So I decided to tell the story here 
before it happens to anyone else.

I am still waiting for a response 

from the fraud management 
department for Craig’s List but I 
have talked with the sheriff’s office, 
local bankers and a representative 
from the FBI. 

It all started because I advertised 
a rental on Craig’s List in mid 
May and immediately began 
getting emails. Most of them 
though, were from people outside 
the United States. I thought it 
was strange that eight of them 
were supposedly from exchange 
students, or students who wanted 
to spend a summer learning about 
American life. Several went into 
some detail about their purpose 
in coming to the States, and even 
gave me some description of 
themselves, such as age, major 

in college, job experience, and 
personal information. All needed 
my address and home telephone 
phone number to send my check.  

I chose one and responded. It 
was supposedly a young girl in 
England, which she referred to as 
the UK (United Kingdom). I never 
heard back from her after that, but 
thought little about it as there were 
supposedly still two weeks until 
her arrival.

Finally, I emailed her back. 
“My phone has already been 

disconnected but I will call you 
with details from a pay phone this 
weekend,” she said in her reply. 
“Did you get my check?” she 
asked.

I said I had not. She said that was 

strange as she had mailed it several 
days before.

Meanwhile, I was flooded with 
emails from all over the place, 
from Wyoming to Michigan to 
Australia. It seemed everybody 
needed a rental for six months to 
a year. 

One of these interested me, 
a young man who supposedly 
worked for the Farm Bureau. His 
name was James Abrahams.

Now I didn’t think about this 
then, but since I bought farm land 
in Tennessee last year, I have 
occasionally visited on line sites 
related to obtaining USDA grants 
and subsidies.

I still had had no “Ah-Ha”moment 
See NEW CYBER SCAM, page 28

PENNY FLETCHER PHOTO
David Bock, vice president and branch manager at BB&T in Apollo 
Beach, examines the checks sent to me as part of a scam. Although 
they turned out to be checks on real bank accounts, Bock and Dave 
Couvertier of the Tampa bureau of the FBI say they are computer 
generated.
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FREE
Melanoma / Skin Cancer
SCREENING
Don’t ignore that suspicious mole any longer....
Getting screened could save your life!!

The Skin Cancer Centers
Dermatology Associates
Michael G. Caruso, M.D. • Howard A. Oriba, M.D. • Leslee Baute, P.A.-C

Call for an appointment 813-634-1455

NOW OFFERING:
• Botox

• Juvederm
• Latisse

• Photo-Dynamic Therapy

Why us?
• Experience
• Reputation
• Dependability

Call or a FREE ESTIMATE

649-1599
1544 27th Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570
www.BratesAluminum.com

Brate Built Construction Inc.
Certified Buiding Contractor Lic. #CBC1250631

• SUNROOMS
• SCREEN ROOMS

CASH
DISCOUNTS!

NO MONEY 
DOWN!!

902 N. Tamiami Trail, Ruskin, FL 33570
(Across from Sweetbay Supermarket)

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Kirk D. Parrott, D.D.S
Carl E. Friedman, D.D.S.

Members: American Dental Association, Florida State Dental Association, Florida West Coast Dental 
Association, Manatee County Dental Association and Hillsborough County Dental Association.

(813) 645-6491

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sun City Center

Permanent Makeup
~ Eyebrows, Liner and Lips ~

813-562-7485

Robin Luddington has delivered The Riverview Current for 
nearly 11 years. Robin does a fantastic job and even fills in for 
fellow carriers when they are on vacation. She is also a very 
proud grandmother. Thanks for your dedication Robin!

The Observer News 

CARRIER OF THE WEEK
unwilling to discuss the matter 
when contacted by The Observer. 

Today, more than two months 
after the encounter, Williams told 
The Observer that had she not 
been hospitalized with a migraine 
headache on the night of April 3, 
prior to her first day as captain of 
Team 4, she might have handled the 
situation differently. However, she 
remains adamant that she cannot 
and would not return to the patrol 
and that “my rights were violated.” 

Her position is supported by Nan 
Burgett, a former team captain who 
trained Williams and who, in a late 
May memo , refers to “this pathetic 
situation” which led to a dispatcher 
being “extremely rude” to Williams 
who “was trying to do a good job.” 

A similar sentiment was expressed 
by Cleta Clark, a financial 
services manager who once 
had her company’s supervisory 
responsibility for the entire 
southeastern U.S. and who worked 
for and in the patrol office over a 
span of 10 years. Clark called the 
environment “brutal” and said she 
never would volunteer there again 
under the present circumstances. 

Bill Dauber, a security patrol 
captain for eight years and board 
president for three years before 
resigning in December, 2010, took 
notice of the lack of night patrol on 
some days, commenting “that’s not 
fulfilling the mission of the patrol.” 

When contacted by The Observer, 
Albanese, the current chief, refused 
to discuss any of the issues. He did 
state that if any problems exist, 
“we’ll resolve them.”

Retired Chief Martha Finley, on 

the other hand, was a little more 
willing to talk about complaints. 
Regarding the 1099s, she noted that 
the SCC Samaritans organization, 
whose cars are washed by the same 
workers at the same time, also 
have not been issuing 1099s. She 
said she had not known about their 
requirement until the matter was 
brought up earlier this year. 

Regarding the damaging blow-
up in the office on April 4, she 
acknowledged she was the 
“supervisor” called to come in and 
said she suggested Williams go 
home and rest. “I don’t know what 
else I could do,” she added. 

As for taking the points raised 
by Williams and her subsequent 
resignation to the board, Finley 
indicated such conflicts and results 
are not considered board concerns 
nor are the written responses to 
them.

On the subject of the patrol’s 
financial reporting, Finley also 
was asked about one example of 
unexplained entries on the balance 
sheet – a credit card balance which 
remains exactly the same from 
month to month. The credit card, 
she said, is used for gasoline and for 
purchasing consumables that stock 
the patrol dispatch area. She, like 
Russ Merritt, had no explanation 
for the unchanging amount due on 
a credit card account in use. 

And, when asked about her 
continued daily presence in the 
patrol offices despite her formal 
retirement – sometimes cited 
by former patrol members as an 
issue in itself that keeps otherwise 
willing volunteers from serving on 
the patrol – Finley responded that 

she could spend less time there if 
it would help the organization. She 
has been pursuing other interests 
in her second retirement, she said, 
including photography, Audubon 
and the Tennessee Club. 

She also pointed out she serves 
as a dispatcher once a week and as 
a driver once a month. Asked how 
many hours she spends in the office 
on a weekly basis, she estimated a 
total of 10. “I’m really not pulling 
the strings,” she asserted. 

Weighing in on the most recent 
patrol issues, Kurt Nolden, a 
board member as well as deputy 
chief, suggested that all of the 
volunteers are “honorable and 
honest people” and “we give what 
we have.” Whatever problems that 
exist, he added, are attributable to 
ignorance.

Ryan, however, was not quite as 
sanguine about the situation. She 
said she considers all of the issues 
identified as serious and demanding 
attention. “A problem is a problem 
that requires resolution, regardless 
of the cause,” she added, “and 
continued ignorance is not a really 
good excuse.”

A driver and a captain for several 
years before joining the board, the 
president emphasized “the patrol 
can function at its optimum level 
only if all of its parts are in good 
working order. We need the audit to 
pinpoint the problem areas, develop 
working solutions, possibly create 
policies that take them in account, 
adjust our by-laws to contemporary 
demands and ensure our legal 
compliance on all fronts. Then we 
can rebuild on that foundation.”

Copyright 2011 Melody Jameson

SCC Security Patrol
Continued from page 9 ■

DAR presents community service award
Col. George Mercer Brooke Chapter presented the Chapter’s 2011 
Community Service Award to Sun City resident Dolores Berens 
for her volunteer service to the community. She served on the 
Community  Association as Past President of the GFWC Sun 
City Center Woman's Club and Samaritan Services Alzheimer’s 
Auxiliary for respite care. She was presented with a pin and 
certificate. Pictured above are Jan Bassett, Recording Secretary; 
Dolores Berens; and Beverly Engles, Regent.
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America’s
Carwash

America’s
Oil Express

HOURS OF OPERATION: 8-5:30 MON-FRI • 8-5 SAT
NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RAIN CHECK: Bring in your receipt for any full 
service wash within 48 hours and receive an 

Express Wash for $1.00 (on same vehicle)

ANY FULL 
SERVICE 

WASH ONLY
With this coupon only. 

Not valid with other 
specials or discounts. 

$1.50 extra for vans and 
SUVs. 6/30/11

EXPRESS 
HAND WAX

Most vehicles. With this 
coupon only. Not valid 
with other specials or 
discounts. Additional 
charge for oversize 

vehicles. 6/30/11

FULL SERVICE OIL 
CHANGE

$6 OFF REG. PRICE OF $29.95
• Up to 5 qts. 10w30 or 5w20s 
• New oil filter • Lube chassis 

• Wash windshield • Tires checked 
• Vacuum • 14-point check & fill

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 7/31/11

TRANSMISSION FLUSH, 
POWER STEERING FLUSH or 
HEADLIGHT RESTORATION

Reg. Price $109.00 to $139.95
OEM SPEC FLUID

Most cars and light trucks. Not valid with 
other offers. With coupon only. Exp. 7/31/11

$2 OFF $3995 $2395
$2000 Off

GET YOUR
MONTHLY 
CAR WASH 

PASS
Pay once a 
month and 

come as often 
as you like!

3852 Sun City Center Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

SR 674 next to Hungry Howie’s

813-633-9301
No Appointment Necessary

TRULY 10 MINUTES!
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

®
CARDS

We can 
service 

nearly any 
car!

10-MINUTE OIL CHANGE728 Cypress Village Blvd.
Sun City Center, FL

813-634-9409
     Next to Sonny’s

Now Featuring:
API SN-ILSAC 

GF-5 Oils!

JULY 4th
C O M M U N I T Y
CELEBRATION
M o n d a y ,  J u l y . 4  •  1 1 - 6  p . m .
L I V E  M U S I C • C A R N I VA L  G A M E S
FA C E  PA I N T I N G • M A G I C  S H O W

F R E E
HOT DOGS•HAMBURGERS•CHIPS•SODA
BALLOON ART from Creative Inflation
w w w . C r e a t i v e I n f l a t i o n . b l o g s p o t . c o m

5120 U.S Hwy. 41 N.
Ruskin

For more information:

813-645-2935

Come out & enjoy the day
with friends & family!

OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC

Children’s 
activities at 
ag museum, 
historical park

PALMETTO — Bring your 
children by to enjoy the Junior Ag 
Spots and the Pint-size Pioneer 
Spots at the Manatee County 
Agricultural Museum and Palmetto 
Historical Park. While visiting, 
children can use the Farm Flannel 
Board, sit a spell in the Summer 
Reading Corner, watch a movie, 
play dress up, mail a letter in the 
historic post office, challenge 
themselves with a “What is it?” 
activity, and more. It’s the perfect 
solution for a child who is bored 
during a summer afternoon!

Admission is free. The museum 
and park are located at 515 10th 
Ave. W., Palmetto. Operating 
hours are Tuesday through Friday 
and the 1st and 3rd Saturday from 
10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. For 
more information call 941-723-
4991 or 941-721-2034. u

Four-year-old Isabell Katsaitis 
reads a farm storybook in the 
Summer Reading Corner at the 
Agricultural Museum.

An Oktoberfest on Oct. 18 is on 
the schedule of Sun City Center’s 
50th Anniversary year happenings. 
It is open to the public and orga
nizers John/Merlene Smithyman 
and Carl/Cam McGary are excit
edly touting the event as ‘some
thing not seen here before.’

Plans for the evening include the 
SCC Community Hall decorated 
as a Munich beer tent. There will 
be German food, German beer, 
 German band, dancing and enter
tainment. $25 tickets are now on 
sale and expected to go  quickly.

McGary and Smithyman are giv
ing the public the opportunity to 
participate in choosing a ‘Burger
meister’ for the honored role of 
tapping the first keg of beer to kick 
off the festive evening.

Three candidates are vying for 
the role in an election now in prog
ress. Three ballot boxes are located 
in the Library, Atrium and Fitness 
Center on SCC’s Central Campus, 
N. Pebble Beach Blvd. Individuals 
can vote as many times as  desired 
with each nickel representing one 
vote. ‘Votes’ collected will be 
donated to the fund defraying ex

penses of the 50th Anniversary 
celebration.

The candidates are:
Mike Albanese is an active 

SCC community volunteer. Most 
 recently, he assumed the demand
ing role of SCC Security Patrol 
Chief. He is a member of the 
GermanAmerican Club Board 
of Directors and now serves on 
the Oct. 18 Oktoberfest planning 
 committee. He and his wife Claire 
are world travelers; this year, 
they visited Turkey, Greece and 
 England.

Blaine Brown serves in both 
social and honorary positions of 
various SCC clubs. He is a past 
President of his homeowners asso
ciation and past Commander of the 
SCC American Legion. Currently, 
he drives for the Security Patrol, is 
a member of the GermanAmeri
can Club and is financial officer 
of the Military Ball being held 
in November as part of the 50th 
 Anniversary celebration.

Helmut Haberi, a Bavarian na
tive, came to the U.S. as a 16year
old with his mother looking for a 
better life and his contributions 
here show that he found it. He cur
rently serves as treasurer of DAV, 
Chapter 110 and is chairman of the 
DAV group that sponsors the vet
erans’ transportation van.

He is active in the SCC German
American Club and supporter of 
other Florida GermanAmerican 
clubs. He has a sailboat in Apol
lo Beach and can be found there 
 often.

For tickets or more information,  
call 6429800 or 6348387.

Mike Albanese, Blaine Brown and Helmut Haberi want your vote for 
Burgermeister to open Oktoberfest on October 18. One nickel = one 
vote.

SCC Oktoberfest planned — 
Burgermeister sought

with one 
Side Item

Chicken

Ribs

Chicken

Ribs

611 Destiny Drive • Ruskin
(813) 645-3291 • staylittleharbor.com

Tuesday Only

LIMITED
TIME

2 for 1 DRAFT
BEER
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Wacky Kitchen Wizardry*
Monday, June 27 • 7 to 7:45 p.m.

For grades K-5. Join other kids as the goofy professor creates
all kinds of fun magic concoctions with common elements found in 

everyone’s kitchen. Things bubble, fizz up, and bounce out as
kids are entertained while being introduced to the fun of science. 

Toddler Time
Tuesday, June 28 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m. and 10:35 to 10:55 a.m. 

Wednesday, June 29 • 10:35 to 10:55 a.m.
For ages 2-3 years with a caregiver. Stories, finger plays

and songs make up this fun 20-minute program.

Story Time
Tuesday, June 28 • 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, June 29 • 11 to 11:30 a.m.
For ages 3-5 years. Stories, finger plays and songs

make up this fun 30-minute program.

Animals Travel Too!*
Tuesday, June 28 • 2 to 3 p.m.

For grades K-5. Get your safari gear and go on an animal quest. 
Explore the outback with stories of magnificent animals, games

and crafts. Which creatures will you spot along the way?
Groups must register in advance, call 273-3652. 

Baby Time
Wednesday, June 29 • 10:05 to 10:25 a.m.

For ages 0-24 months with a caregiver. Share books, rhymes, songs, 
games and quality time together while instilling a love of reading

and regular library visits in this 20-minute program.

Jansen Dance*
Wednesday, June 29 • 2 to 3 p.m. and 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

For grades K-5. Jansen Dance helps children experience dance
through dance games, improvisation, music, props and their

imagination. Groups must register in advance, call 273-3652. 

Libraryopoly*
Thursday, June 30 • 3 to 5:30 p.m.

For teens in grades 6-12. Pass ‘Go’ as you become the game piece
on a life-size game board. The object of the game is to buy as

many teen books as possible -- without landing yourself in
Library Jail. Roll those dice, pay those fines and buy those books! 

Teen Night --  Anime Club
Thursday, June 30 • 5 to  8 p.m.

For middle and high school students. Join others for an evening of 
Anime and Manga! Spend some time with other kids who love to read 
Japanese Manga and watch Anime straight from Japan! Refreshments 

provided by the Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library.

Bedtime Stories
Thursday, June 30 • 7 to 7:30 p.m.

For ages 2-5 with a caregiver. Make reading a family affair. Children 
may wear pajamas and bring a blanket and favorite cuddly toy
for stories, songs and activities during this 30-minute program.

*Free event is funded by the
Friends of the SouthShore Regional Library

Tots to Teens Activities 
Week of June 26 to July 2

SouthShore regional library
15816 Beth Shields Way • Ruskin 33573

A Kid’s Place benefits from anglers 
According to Stephen Hoffman of the South Shore Anglers on June 4, 

Sherri McLean, the 2011 president of the Greater Riverview Chamber, 
along with Tiger Hoffman preident of the South Shore Anglers and Mary 
Berg of A Kid’s Place, met at the new location of South Shore Bait & 
Tackle in Ruskin.. 

A presentation of an outdoor theater was made to A Kid’s Place from 
proceeds of The Family Mack Attack Tournament sponsored by Larry 
and Barb Chalmers owners of South Shore Bait & Tackle. The foster 
kids at A Kid’s Place will now be able to enjoy family style movie nights 
at the facility.

The grand opening of the tackle shop was a huge success for Larry 
and Barb. It’s located on 7th St. NE in the old Clark’s Furniture Store. 
The new live bait room is state-of-the-art and 5 times as big as the old 
store’s bait room. Shopping space is three times larger and the parking 
lot is larger and more accesible. If you fish the South Shore area, check 
out the new location.

South Shore Anglers had a booth at the grand opening event and un-
veiled the ‘Fish Tricked’ golf cart from Ron’s Golf Carts in Davenport. It 
will be the grand prize for The 2011 Longest Redfish Tournament to be 
held on Oct. 1. Details can be found at southshoreanglers.com. 

An outdoor theater was given to A Kid’s Place from money made at 
a fundraiser sponsored by the owners of South Shore Bait & Tackle 
with the help of other members of the Riverview chamber. 

Eagles Set Their Weekly Activities
The Ruskin Eagles, FOE, located at 1205 1st 

St. S.W. has scheduled the following weekly 
activities.

All events and activities of the Eagles Club 
are supported by the members and members’ 
guests.

The FOE Aerie meet at 7 p.m. the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month. The Ladies’ Auxiliary 
meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday. 
Eagle Riders meet the 2nd Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. 

Thursday, June 23 -- Bar Games from 1 to 5 p.m.
Friday, June 24 — Feather Your Nest Game at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, June 25  — Dinner will be Chef’s Choice at 5 p.m. Music 

by Bob Dunn from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.           
Sunday, June 26 — Fun Ride by the Eagle Riders. Feather Your 

Nest Game at 6 p.m.  
Monday, June 27 — Bingo at 6 p.m.    
Tuesday, June 28 — Come on down and socialize.
Wednesday, June 29 — Wings and Things at 5 p.m. 

Oh so good!! Bar Games at 6 p.m.
For more information, call the club at 645-2922.              

County seeks canoes, kayaks
and safety gear sponsors for parks 

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse and Animal 
Sanctuary has dogs available to adopt 

 Several adult, large/medium mixed breed dogs and a few adult small 
mixed breed dogs are available for $45 adoption donation at Napier’s 
Log Cabin Horse & Animal Sanctuary, Inc. All dogs are spayed/neu-
tered, have shots, microchipped for ID, and come with 30-days of free 
pet health insurance for unforeseen illnesses. Visit www.NapierFamily-
Farm.com for a listing of dogs with photos including the following: 
‘Cliff,’ 5-year-old white with black spots neutered male Dalmatian/
Mastiff mix; ‘Petey,’ 2-year-old brindle and white neutered male Terrier 
mix; ‘Bernard,’ 6-year-old red neutered male Lab/Chow mix; ‘Hazel,’ 
3-year-old yellow spayed female Lab/Staffordshire mix; ‘Chase,’ 6-year-
old neutered male yellow Lab/Belgian Shepherd mix; ‘Thunder,’ 7-year-
old white and chocolate neutered male Rat Terrier; ‘Buddy,’ 5-year-old 
 neutered male Yellow Lab mix; and ‘Red,’ 4-year-old white with red 
spots/patches neutered male Australian Cattledog, housetrained.

Opening Soon: New Beginnings Kennels in Myakka City. Donations 
needed: Fencing: privacy, chainlink and stockade. Also needed are chain-
link kennels and dog houses. Volunteers will be needed for the days the 
kennels are open to the public and kennel help will be needed. Call for 
more information at (941) 750-8185.

Napier’s Log Cabin Horse & Animal Sanctuary, Inc. is a not-for-profit 
501(c)(3) no-kill Florida corporation that provides loving adoptive homes 
or permanent homes to needy animals. Visit www.NapierFamilyFarm.
com or call (941) 750-8185. Located in East Bradenton. one hundred 
percent of donations go to caring for the animals and are tax deductible 
as allowed by law. Cash donations or WalMart and Tractor Supply gift 
cards may be mailed to: Horse & Animal Sanctuary, 20010 East S.R. 64, 
Bradenton, FL 34212. Credit card 
donations may be made on the link 
on the website or cash  donations 
may be made at any Bank of Amer-
ica in care of the Horse & Animal 
Sanctuary fundraiser account.

For more information, call (941) 
750-8185 or visit www.Napier-
FamilyFarm.com. Email address 
is animal-sanctuary@hughes.net.

Buddy

Thunder Rat

Hillsborough County Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
 Department is seeking sponsors to 
provide both new and replacement 
canoes, kayaks, paddles and life 
vests for rental through the Hills-
borough County Regional Park 
System.

Sponsors will receive free adver-
tising at canoe launch areas within 
the Regional Park System. Adver-
tising could be in the form of com-
pany identification on each canoe 
or kayak, and/or signage and pro-
motional information placed at 
launch areas.

The Hillsborough County Parks, 
Recreation and Conservation 
 Department currently rents canoes 
and kayaks at E.G. Simmons Park, 
Lake Park, Lettuce Lake Park, 
and Upper Tampa Bay Park. The 
 replacement equipment will be 

used at these sites.
Plans are under way to expand 

rentals in two additional regional 
parks within the next 12 months, 
where new equipment will be 
needed.

Organizations interested in spon-
soring must send a letter of inter-
est to: Lori Hudson, Hillsborough 
County Communications Depart-
ment, County Center, 16th Floor, 
601 E. Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, FL  
33602.

For more information on this 
sponsorship opportunity or the 
 canoe and kayak rental informa-
tion, call the Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department at (813) 
987-6240.

 For more sponsorship oppor-
tunities, visit www.hillsborough-
county.org/communications/spon-
sorship.cfm.

Free boat safety 
inspections 

Every Saturday the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary -- Flotilla 75 
(Ruskin) provides free, no-obliga-
tion vessel safety inspections for 
recreational boaters. 

T h e s e 
safety in-
spections 
are avail-
able from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Simmons Park, 
Ruskin, on the first and third Satur-
day of the month and at Williams 
Park in Gibsonton on the second 
and fourth Saturday.

Ruskin-SouthShore 
Chamber of 
Commerce plans 
June luncheon

The Ruskin-SouthShore Cham-
ber of Commerce will have their 
June luncheon at 11:45 a.m. on 
Monday, June 27 at Destiny 
Church, 2322 11th Ave. SE in 
Ruskin.

Dan Noah, National Weather 
Service Meteorologist from the 
National Weather Service Center 
in Ruskin, will speak.

This event will be catered by 
S&S Tacos with a menu of taco 
salad, chicken and beef enchila-
das, spanish rice, refried beans, 
beverage, and dessert.

To RSVP, call the Chamber at 
(813) 645-3808 or email ruski-
nadmin@earthlink.net no later 
than Friday, June 24. The July 25 
luncheon will be  sponsored by 
TECO.

 

July 4 community 
celebration

Ruskin VFW Post 6287, 5120 
U.S. Hwy. 41 N., will be celebrat-
ing the 4th of 
July from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

There will be 
live  music, car-
nival games, 
face painting, 
magic show, 
free hot dogs, 
free hamburgers, free chips, and 
free sodas. Enjoy the day with 
friends and family.
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Basic Traditional Burial
$2,500

DIRECT CREMATION $875

Zipperer’s Funeral Home
1520 33rd Street SE • Ruskin, FL 33570

813-645-6130

includes 20-gauge steel casket

www.zipperersfuneralhome.com
Only onsite Crematory in South Hillsborough County

Family owned and operated since 1979
EXP. 6/30/11

Area Places of Worship

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA
701 Valley Forge Blvd., Sun City Center, FL 33573-5354

Rev. Dr. Peter Stiller, Pastor • 634-1292
Saturday Worship: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion....First & Third Sunday • Bible Class...Thursday 10 am, Guests Welcome

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Welcome to the:

SERVICES: Sunday........................9:30 & 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

EVERETT TATE, MINISTER

—NON-INSTRUMENTAL—
1611 First St. SW • Ruskin, FL • 645-7607

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
K-2

THROUGH 12TH
GRADE

820 COLLEGE AVE. W.
RUSKIN, FL 33570

645-6439

Sunday School............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship............8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Evening Service.............................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service................7:00 p.m.
Awana .............................................7:00 p.m.

Dr. Barry Rumsey

www.fbcruskin.org
A Resource for Families

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday Worship: Blended 8:00 a.m.

Contemporary 9:40 a.m.
Traditional 11:15 a.m.

Nursery Provided
Pastor Jack R. Palzer
5309 U.S. Highway 41 North • Apollo Beach
(across from MiraBay) www.calvarylutheranchurch.net 645-1305

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church
Growing by Faith from Generation to Generation

Rev. Tracy H. Wilder • Church Office: 813-645-1521
Sunday Services: 9:00 a.m. - Contemporary Service and Sunday School

at West Campus (S.R. 674 and 9th Street SE, Ruskin)
8:00 a.m. - Traditional Service and 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion with Choir at 

East Campus (1015 Del Webb Blvd., Sun City Center)
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WITH HOLY COMMUNION AND HEALING HOLY OIL

Rance Goad, Pastor  (Southern Baptist)
1511 El Rancho Dr.
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone/Fax:
813-633-5950

WEEKLY SERVICES:
Sunday
9 a.m. ......................Bible Study
11 a.m. ....................Bible Study
10 a.m. & 6 p.m............Worship

Wednesday
6 p.m. ... Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Ruskin United Methodist Church
First Street & 4th Ave. NW, Ruskin (behind Suntrust Bank)
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND WORSHIP WITH US:

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Rev. Dr. Hank Galloway

Phone: 645-1241

Nov. - April.................. 8:30 a.m.
and All Year............... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............ 9:30 a.m.

Day Care Available
Mon. - Fri.

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
call 645-6198

Southside Baptist Church
“A Warm, Loving & Friendly Church”

Looking for a church home? 
Need the comfort of a warm and loving family? 

Join us on Sunday to come home to the warmth of our church family.
Located in South Hillsborough County, just south of Stephens Road in old Sun City.

4208 U.S. Hwy. 41 S • Sun City, FL 33586 • 813-645-4085
“Getting to Know You” (Donuts & Coffee) ....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School .................................................................9:30 am.
Sunday Morning Worship ............................................10:55 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service..................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service ..........................................7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer ............................................10:00 a.m.

Dan Collis, Pastor
Come join us to 

learn about God’s 
Word and salvation 

in Jesus Christ

Salvation 
service offered 
at Sun Towers

Jim Butner, Worship Leader 
for (NCWS) Nondenominational 
Christian Services is pleased to 
announce a short service for those 
who have never received Christ, 
been saved or born again. 

This service will begin June 26, 
and will be offered the last Sun-
day of each month. The service is 
for the entire community, starting 
at 3:05 p.m. in the Chapel at Sun 
Towers. Jim said, “Many individu-
als may or may not have been given 
the opportunity to receive Christ. 
It’s important for that opportunity 
to be made available on a regular 
basis. Since we are nondenomina-
tional, we are in a perfect position 
to provide that opportunity.” 

The Gospel of John 3:1-3 says: 
There was a man named Nicode-
mus, a Jewish religious leader who 
was a Pharisee. After dark one eve-
ning, he came to speak with Jesus. 

“Rabbi,” he said, “we all know 
that God has sent you to teach us. 
Your miraculous signs are evi-
dence that God is with you.” Jesus 
replied, “I tell you the truth, unless 
you are born again, you cannot see 
the Kingdom of God.” 

This service of receiving Christ 
will be done compassionately and 
with great care to make everyone 
in attendance feel comfortable. For 
more information, call Jim Butner 
at 634-3114 or email him at jbut-
ner@tampabay.rr.com

Old-fashioned picnic planned
United Community Church, 1501 La Jolla Ave, Sun City Center will 

celebrate an old-fashioned Fourth Of July Picnic Sunday, July 10 at noon. 
Box lunches prepared by the Metropolitan Ministries will contain pulled 
pork and pulled chicken sandwiches, potato salad, and baked beans for a 
cost of $10 per ticket. Beverages will be provided by the Fun Brigade.

Tickets are available following the 10 a.m. Sunday service or on Tues-
day and Thursday mornings from 10 a.m. to noon in the Narthex of the 
church. For information, contact Paula Lickfeldt at 633-6739 or Karl 
Buffington at 634-7062.  July 5 will be the last day to purchase tickets.

Photo by hazel Martin

Cancer Concerns 
Group will meet

All are welcome to join in on 
an afternoon to become aware of 
the resources available to all in 
our community. Bring your fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors. There 
is no cost and no reservations are 
necessary. There will be informa-
tion that is valuable to you as a 
survivor, caregiver and general 
knowledge.

The time is Friday, July 8, at 1 
p.m. and the place is The United 
Community Church, 1501 La Jolla 
Ave. Sun City Center.

For further information, contact 
facilitator, Hazel Martin at 813-
642-9020.

Tickets are available for picnic at the United Community Church.

Congregation Beth 
Shalom needs teachers

Congregation Beth Shalom 
of Brandon is seeking religious 
school teachers for youth during 
the upcoming 2011-2012 school 
year.

The sessions run from Septem-
ber to May and follow the Hills-
borough County School District 
calendar. 

For more information call Amy 
Weinstein at 813-685-7064.

Calvary Lutheran Church, lo-
cated on U. S. Highway 41 North, 
between Apollo Beach and Ruskin 
is not closing. The recent appear-
ance of a For Sale sign on the 
property has unleashed a flood of 
rumors. Calvary placed the loca-
tion up for sale in preparation of 
moving to the 25 acres it owns at 
1424 E. College Ave. in Ruskin. It 
currently operates Calvary's Angel 
Attic thrift store and the Commu-
nity Cupboard food pantry on the 
southeast corner of that property. 

Plans for the Ruskin property are 
to build a campus-style mission 
center, a process that will be done 
in phases, to better serve the needs 
of the congregation and the South 
Shore community. Plans include 
a multi-purpose building for a 
temporary worship center/fellow-
ship hall/education/youth facility 
and an administration building. In 
addition, long range planning in-
cludes a youth center, senior living 
center, worship center, quilting/
craft center, preschool, prayer lab-
yrinth, columbarium and buildings 
that could possibly accommodate 
community needs such as a well-
ness center. 

The Ruskin property was pur-
chased in 2004. The church was 
working with a design-build firm 

Calvary Lutheran plans move

South Shore Christian Women
South Shore Christian Women’s Connection presents Kay T. Daniels. 

Kay will share her love of Quilting, and will also share how God has 
impacted her life. The presentation and luncheon will be held at Club 
Renaissance, 2121 South Pebble Beach Blvd. Thursday, July 14 2011. 
Doors open at 11 a.m. Luncheon and program 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Reservations or cancellations before noon Monday, July 11. Cost is 
$17 inclusive.

All ladies are welcome. No membership is required. Sponsored by 
South Shore Christian Women's Connection, affiliated with Stonecroft 
Ministries.

For more information call 813-938-4320 or 813-383-7540 or email 
aunt.butler@gmail.com

when the economy took a down-
ward turn and the banks were not 
favorable to commercial loans. It 
was decided to put a hold on plans 
and rethink how to proceed. The 
Calvary Steering Committee is 
now working with a new build-
ing contractor that is helping them 
strategically plan a path toward 
being able to relocate. Placing the 
current property for sale is part of 
that plan.
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THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1851 RICKENBACKER DRIVE • 813-938-4955
Minister - DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

INVITES YOU TO THE SERVICES NOW WORSHIPPING IN THE “CHAPEL”
AT SUN CITY CENTER FUNERAL HOME 10:30 AM ON SUNDAYS
NO CREED. . .BUT CHRIST

NO BOOK. . .BUT THE BIBLE

1239 Del Webb Blvd. West
Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Church is Handicap accessible

Phone: 813-634-1252
For Information visit:

www.standrewatscc.org

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Sunday Services 9:30 a.m.
Casual Service 11:00 a.m.

Prayers with anointing for healing and wholeness 
during worship the second Sunday of every month.

Pastor: Dr. Gerald Iwerks
Meet friends in Fellowship Hall after the Service.

Refreshments served.

A Stephen 
Ministry 
Church

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

www.unitycommunityofjoy.com 813-298-7745

Spirituality Rather Than “Religion”Unity
Henry Gibson Social Hall, Beth Israel Synagogue
1115 Del Webb E. • Sun City Center, FL

1301 U.S. Hwy. 41 N., Ruskin, FL • 645-1121 • www.nbcor.org

“Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving Beyond Borders”

Sunday School (all ages)........ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .... 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday (all ages) ............. 6:30 p.m. 

Rev. Samuel Roach, Pastor

U.S. Hwy. 41 • 106 11th Ave. NE • Ruskin
SouthShore: Apollo Beach, Ruskin, Sun City and S. Gibsonton

D Masses d
Vigil Mass.....................................................................Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass ........8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Contemporary)
Daily .........................................................Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.
Holy Days .......................................Contact Parish Office for Schedule
Español ................................ Domingo - 12:30 p.m.; Miercoles 7:30 p.m.

Confession ...................... Wednesday 6:45 p.m.; Saturday 3:45 p.m.

Fr. John McEvoy
Pastor

813-645-1714
SaintAnneRuskin.org

Saint Anne Catholic Church

First Church of Christ, Scientist
204 2nd St. N.W. • Ruskin, FL 33570

Christian Science Heals
Sunday Service ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service .............................................5:00 p.m.
Reading Room ................Wed. 4-4:45 p.m. • Sat. 1-4 p.m.

All Are Welcome

Area Places of Worship

702 Valley Forge Blvd., SCC, FL 33573
Phone: 634-2328 • Fax: 633-6670

www.popcc.org

Masses:
Sunday .......... 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon
Saturday Vigil .............................4:00 p.m.
Daily..........................................8:00 a.m.

Confessions:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.

William Rutherford
William Rutherford passed away June 

13. He was born Sept. 23, 1936. He is 
survived by his best friend and caregiver 
Ben Zingale; two children, Linda 
MacDougall and David Rutherford of 
Michigan; two sisters, six grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; and seven 
of man’s best friends which were a big 
part of his life. A memorial service will 
be at the Riverview Moose Lodge, 900 
Honeywell Road, Gibsonton, Florida, 
on Sunday, June 26 at 2 p.m.

Arrangements were made by 
Zipperer’s Funeral Home.

Daniel Alvin Besser
Daniel Alvin Besser, 85, of Sun City 

Center, FL, went to Heaven May 7, 
2011.

Daniel graduated from Mapleton High 
School, Mapleton, Minnesota in 1944, 
and enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corps where he served in the South 
Pacific during WWII, and participated 
in action on Iwo Jima.  He returned to 
the United States and graduated from 
Winona State University.  Dan was an 
athlete, educator, investment advisor 
and school administrator in Frost, MN 
and then in Echo and Woodlake, MN, 
retiring in 1988.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Arthur and Lena Besser.  He 
is survived by his wife of 62 years, 
Elaine; and, sons Steven (Tracey and 
grandchildren Taylor and Alexi); Stanton 
(Charlene and grandchildren Michael 
Burley (Sharla and great-grandchildren 
Kara and Kurtis), Cory Burley (great 
grandchildren Brittany, Taylor and Cole) 
and Matthew Burley (Tina and great 
grandchildren Amanda and Kaitlyn)); 
Mark (Naomi); and, Matthew (Karen 
and grandchild Dayna).

A funeral service will be held Saturday, 
June 25 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
Posen Township, Wood Lake, MN, with 
visitation at 10 a.m. and service at 11 
a.m.

Interment will be Monday, June 27, at 
1:45 p.m., at the Fort Snelling National 
Cemetery, Minneapolis, MN.

Dan loved God, his family and friends, 
and his country.

Our family states, “He was the best 
man any of us has ever known.”

Ralph H. Stotenbur
Ralph Hendricks Stotenbur, of Sun 

City Center, FL, passed away on June 
16, 2011, at the age of 97 at his home 
at the Sun City Senior Living assisted 
living facility.  He is survived by two 
daughters: Sarah (David) Morse of Sun 
City Center and the Rev. Elaine White 
of Madison, NY; four grandchildren: 
Martin White, Karen Morse, Danae 
Eck, and Diane Daly; and seven great 
grandchildren: Tyler, Sean, Terrance, 
Miles, Anna, Aaron, and Hazel.  He was 
predeceased by his wife, Doris, and his 
sister, Jean Stilwell.

Born in Montour Falls, NY, Ralph 
graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in Troy, NY, and went to work 
for the General Electric Company 
in Pittsfield, MA, where he met and 
married Doris Hunt.  They returned to 
Montour Falls to live in 1949 where 
he worked for Shepard Niles.  After 
retirement, they spent the winters in 
Bradenton, FL, and eventually moved 
to Florida permanently. They moved to 
Sun City Center in 2004.  

In Montour Falls Ralph was active in 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, the Boy 
Scouts, the ambulance squad, and the 
Masons. He had many hobbies including 
skiing, square dancing, and traveling, 
and was much loved by friends and 
family.  In Florida his activities included 
shuffleboard, swimming, dancing, and 
volunteering for the Salvation Army and 
Meals on Wheels.

A memorial service will be held 
in Montour Falls at a date to be 
determined and his ashes will be 
interred in the cemetery there.  
Donations may be made in his name to 
the United Community Church or to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Robert L. Johnson 
Robert L. Johnson, 93, of Sun City 

Center passed away April 26, 2011. He 
was the beloved husband of Charlotte: 
father of Robert (Marsha), Mary Jane 
(James) McComb, Deborah (Michael) 
Wortzeck, and Jennifer Pichardo: 
grandfather of David Korts, Emily 
Wortzeck, and Gabrielle Pichardo.

A memorial service will take place on 
Saturday, June 25, 2011, at the United 
Methodist Church of Sun City Center, 
at 11 a.m.

                

Paul LaTerza
Paul F. LaTerza, 74, of Brandon, 

passed away peacefully of pulmonary 
disease on Sunday, May 29, 2011. 
Born in Queens, New York, Mr. LaTerza 
had been a local resident since 1994. 
He was a United States Army Veteran, 
and was retired as Vice President of 
Operations for U.S. Shoe, Inc. He 
enjoyed gardening and working with 
stained glass, and was also Vice 
President of  H2U, an organization 
affiliated with Brandon Regional 
Hospital. Survivors include his loving 
wife of 50 years, Patricia; daughters, 
Kathleen LaTerza, Maureen (Gregory) 
Mitchell; son, Michael LaTerza; 
and sister, Marian (Vincent) Timlin. 
Condolences may be offered at www.
serenitymeadows.com

Wilburn Matthews
Wilburn Matthews, 70, of Apollo 

Beach, passed away June 10, 2011. He 
is survived by his wife, Rochelle; sons, 
Mike Matthews; Allen (Judy) Matthews; 
sisters, Wilma Whidden, Mildred (Leo) 
Mills, Kathleen; and one grandchild.

 A memorial service will be held June 
25 at 11 a.m. at the Sun City Christian 
Center, 17566 U.S. 301 S. Wimauma, 
Florida. 

Arrangements were made by Griffith-
Cline Funeral Home, 720 Manatee 
Ave., W. Bradenton, Florida 34205. 

Leo J. Barrett
Leo J. Barrett, 79, of Sun City Center, 

passed away Monday, June 13, 2011 
at South Bay Hospital. Born in Derby, 
Connecticut on April 6, 1923, Leo was 
an Attorney and Real Estate Broker, a 
member of the B.P.O. Elks, VFW and 
attended Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
Survivors include his wife of 23 years 
Miriam Zane Barrett of Sun City 
Center; a son, John M. Barrett of North 
Wales, Pennsylvania; a brother John 
Barrett of California; two sisters Eileen 
Hawley of Connecticut and Lakeland; 
Deborah Salewski of Connecticut. Mr. 
Barrett is also survived by two step 
grandchildren.

Military graveside rites were held  
Monday, June 20, 2011 at Florida 
National Cemetery, Bushnell, Florida.

Arrangements were made by the  
Sun City Center Funeral Home.

Sylvester Suchorski
Sylvester E. (Les) Suchorski, was 

born to life March 5, 1920 and born to 
eternal life on June 15, 2011. Preceded 
in death by his dear wife Harriet, 
brother Edward, and his parents Frank 
and Mary Suchorski. Survived by loving 
daughter Mary Winze (nee Suchorski) 
and her children John (Katrina) and 
Ann Winze. Les was the recipient of 
two Purple Hearts for wounds received 
while serving as Second Lieutenant 
during WWII in North Africa and Italy. He 
was owner and President of Shawano 
Title and Abstract before retiring and 
moving to Sun City Center, Fl. Les 
was very active in the Wisconsin Land 
Title Association and the Shawano 
Rotary Club. He enjoyed the outdoors, 
spending much of his free time golfing, 
fishing, gardening and hunting. He 
also was a skilled woodworker and 
artist. Visitation was held June 20 from 
9:30 to 11:00 and Mass of Christian 
Burial at 11:00 at St. Bernard Parish in 
Wauwatosa, Wisc.  Private entombment 
at Wisconsin Memorial Park followed.

Arrangements were made by Becker 
Ritter Funeral Home.

Area Obituaries

&
Established in 1968

Printing Company, Inc.
S H E E T F E D  &  W E B  P R I N T I N G

WE’RE MORE THAN JUST 
BUSINESS CARDS!

We print newsletters, bulletins, post cards, 
membership directories, tickets, posters, letterhead, 
offering envelopes, scratch pads, memorial cards, 

bookmarks, brochures, thank you notes, etc. 
Call us for your church’s printing needs.

813-645-4048

Your Neighborhood Printer

When John D. Rockefeller 
was a boy, a medicine man vis-
ited the town with a cure all.

He took out a silver dollar and 
asked, “How much am I bid for 
this?”

No bids were made.
“Come,” he pleaded, “how 

much am I bid?”
“A nickel,” said little John D.
“It’s yours,” said the man. 

“Hand up your nickel.”
“Take it out of the dollar,” he 

answered.
There was a man who made 

money. But money never 
makes a man. Neither does it 
make him happy. The more he 
has, the more he wants. Instead 
of filling a vacuum, it makes 
one.

The Bible says, “Better is 
little with the fear of the Lord, 
than great treasure and trouble 
therewith.”

Visit us at: www.TheSower.
com 210 Woodland Estates Ave. SW

Ruskin, FL 33570
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To place an ad call
813.645.3111 ext. 201

Fax: 813.645.1792
$17.00

up to 20 words
30¢ addl. word

Deadline is Monday
at 4pm

THE SHOPPER
Classified advertising

The Observer News, The SCC Observer and The Riverview Current

®

CARDS

M & M Printing Co., Inc
weekly publisher of the

210 Woodland Estates Ave., SW
Ruskin, Florida 33570

310 gARAgE/ yARD SAlE 312 ESTATE SAlES 312 ESTATE SAlES

Classified Works

The Observer News 
will be closed  

Monday, July 4  
in observance of  

Independence Day. 
Deadline for  

classified line ads  
will move to Friday,  

July 1 at 4pm.  
for the June 7 edition

The Observer News  
will be closed Monday, 
July 4 in observance 

of Independence Day. 
Deadline for classified 

line ads will move to Fri-
day, July 1at 4pm. for the 

June 7 edition

We are worth 
the drive from 

anywhere!

We re-cover or 
make new 
cushions

Delivery Available
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 10-6
Closed on Weekends

2711 N. MacDill Ave. • Tampa, FL 33607
813-876-1566     Call for directions

Quality Furniture at Affordable Prices
• Dining • Seating • Bedroom • Patio • Much More
WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERY ROOM 

INSIDE AND ALL AREAS OUTSIDE

105 PERSONAl
Prayer to the Blessed Mother. Oh most 
beautiful flower of Mount Carmel’s fruit-
ful vine, splendor of Heaven. Blessed 
Mother of God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. Oh star of the 
sea, help  me & show me here, in you 
are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary Mother 
of God, queen of heaven & earth, I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom 
of my heart to secure me in my neces-
sity (make request) There are none that 
can withstand your power. Oh Mary 
conceived without sin pray for us who 
have  recourse to thee (say 3 times). 
Holy Mary, I place this prayer in your 
hands (3 times). Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days, then you must publish 
it and it will be granted to you. Grateful 
thanks. bjk

280 PETS

Read the entire newspaper on 
line including the classifieds 
by going to Observernews.
net. Community news & ad-
vertising 24/7 is only 1 click 
away.

310 gARAgE/yARD SAlE
Almost New Thrift Store. 10008 Indiana 
St., Gibsonton (1 block off US 41, 1 block 
north Gibsonton Dr.,) Wednesday thru 
Saturday, 9am-3pm. Clothing, furniture, 
lots misc. Ministry First Baptist Gibson-
ton.   813-671-0036 to donate

Moving sale/ open house. Friday & 
Saturday, 7am-1pm. Furniture, tools, 
household items. 16130 Alderman 
Turner Rd., Wimauma. (off Carlton 
Lake Rd)

Huge 5 family yard sale. Friday & 
Saturday, June 24 & 25, 8am-1pm. 
Clothes, furniture, appliances, toys, 
tools, complete Olympic weight set w/ 
bench, 4 station Nautilus weight ma-
chine & much more. 13222 Lincoln Rd 
(off Big Bend Rd), Riverview (across 
from Applebees)

Friday & Saturday, June 24 & 25, High 
end household merchandise, no clothes. 
621 Winterbrook Way, SCC

Garage sale. Saturday, June 25, 8am-? 
Stove, table & chairs, desk, microwave, 
Florida glass top cocktail  & end tables. 
Numerous household items, record 
player & records. 706 Fox Hills, Dr., 
SCC.

Great garage sale. 8am-4pm. June 24 
& 25. 725 Gran Kaymen Way, Apollo 
Beach. Fishing, hunting, household, 
collectibles, wind surfer, 23’ Mako 
boat. 10% proceeds  go to Angel Attic 
Charity.

Apollo Beach. Refrigerator, bathroom 
fixtures, glassware, kitchen & household 
items & more. Saturday, 6/25, 8am-? 
6322 Cottonwood Lane.

Garage sale. 663 Allegheny Dr., SCC. 
Kitchen & misc., (2) twin mattress sets 
& more. June 25, 8am-2pm.

Huge multi family yard sale. All pro-
ceed going to benefit 

 Kelli’s Breast Cancer 
Treatment Fund 

June 25, 8am-2pm. 11607 Boyette 
Rd., Furniture, baby items, clothes & 

much more.

TRANSPORTATION

450 

MARINE

400

REAl ESTATE

500

335 MUSIC
Yamaha full keyboard with stand & 
music stand. Batteries & plug-in. $100. 
813-505-6846

Upright piano w/ bench, rescue from 
the Sun City Center Inn. Call 813-672-
1071 

360 gOlF CARTS
Golf carts wanted. Buy sell, trade. Char-
gers, parts all related. Ronny’s Carts & 
Parts.  813-645-4515 or 813-484-9855

425 SlIPS OR STORAgE
South Bay RV & Boat Storage. Special-
izing in outside storage for RVs, boats & 
trailers. 813-677-2000 www.SouthBay-
Storage.com

455 AUTOMOBIlES
1996 Buick Grand Sport, white, power 
everything, tinted windows, good tires. 
Immaculate condition, runs great. Must 
see, call 813-380-3453 

458 PARTS & SERvICE

465 Rv lOT RENTAl
RV lot for rent in Ruskin. $275 monthly 
includes water & sewer plus deposit. 
941-737-1944 or 813-345-6860

510 WATERFRONT FOR SAlE
Waterfront home. Ruskin. Bay access, 
2br/1ba, oversize garage, double lot, 
sea wall, dock, boat lift. Owner financing 
with down payment. Asking $245,000.  
813-671-1375 

Let someone else do 
that HEAVY work 

Look in the  
Business & Trade  

Directory

June 23, 2011

25%-30% less
than Big Box stores

Top Name Brands
of Furniture

(813) 645-7777
Open: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

701 Hwy. 41 N. • Ruskin
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M. H. HOUSING

550

CALL
(813) 645-3211

Serving South Hillsborough
County since 1924.

www.dickmanrealty.com
dickman@tampabay.rr.com

Celebrating 87 Years
1924 — 2011

Donate your old functioning cell phones and drop off at our 
office for use by the "Victims Assistance Program."

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS........645-3211

(Evening phone numbers)
Judy Erickson ..................... 468-0288
Claire Tort ........................... 363-7250
Kay Pye .............................. 361-3672
Cathy Griggs ..................... 391-8653

Christine Nethers .................. 260-6335
Roxanne Westbrook ............... 748-2201
Jo Ellen Mobley..................... 645-1540
LaRae Regis........................... 633-8318

RUSKIN DUPLEXES FOR SALE: 2 duplexes in excellent condition, 4 units total, each 
has 2BR/1BA + inside utility-room, newly painted, newer roofs, on beautiful half acre 
corner lot. Convenient location close to school & shopping. Good income. $142,500. 
CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
FABULOUS RIVERFRONT LOT, RIGHT IN RUSKIN: Deep water, large new dock, great 
fishing, unique view of water & nature! All utilities on site including sewer, PD-MU zoning 
allows house/manufactured home, and more. $199,900. CALL CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
LARGE WAREHOUSE FOR SALE OR LEASE: 1.61 acre lot on busy road, CG zoning, 
and 7,200 sq.ft. building, including air-conditioned offices, loading dock, roll-up doors, 
insulated roof, security system. $2,000/month lease, $375,000 sales price. CALL 
CLAIRE TORT 363-7250
READY FOR DEVELOPING! 5 acres (MOL) in a area of tremendous growth with easy 
access to I-75. 3BR/2BA on property has been gutted, now ready to be remodeled. 30x60 
metal barn included. $374,900 CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 or KAY PYE 
361-3672
REDUCED COMMERCIAL RIVERFRONT!! Formerly bait shop and just waiting for you 
to reopen. Only permitted gas tank on the river, 300 ft of river frontage, docks on deep 
water. $599,900. CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201  
PRICE REDUCED ON THIS 3BR/2BA on a gorgeous corner lot with mature landscap-
ing. Adjoining lot (82x135) with separate folio included. Special features include: nice 
open floor plan, plenty of cabinets and center island in kitchen, nice deck off living area 
overlooking a huge yard, double walk-in closets in master, freshly painted interior and 
much more! $94,900 CALL KAY PYE 361-3672 or ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201
FANTASTIC WATERFRONT HOME WITH BREATHTAKING VIEW! Key West design 
with many, many upscale features with a kitchen to die for. Views from every room & 
master bedroom has a 6x17 balcony, hydro spa and separate shower. Garage will 
accommodate 6 cars + an 800 sq. ft. dock and lift. A home that must be seen to be 
appreciated. Offered at $550,000. CALL ROXANNE WESTBROOK 748-2201 or KAY 
PYE 361-3672.
NOTHING TO DO except move in and enjoy this delightful double-wide MH in adult 
cooperative. Newly listed 2BR/2BA, cathedral ceilings, huge living room, formal dining 
room, breakfast nook, Florida room. Inside utility, two workshop/storage areas. Very 
nicely furnished. All for $44,900 JUDY ERICKSON 468-0288
SPACIOUS 3BR POOL HOME on over ¾ acre lot within walking distance to elementary 
school, library, bus stop, churches, shopping and more! Almost 1900 square feet of living 
area, spacious rooms, loads of storage, and the list goes on. Call to see. Asking 
$159,900. CALL JO ELLEN MOBLEY 645-1540.
PRICE REDUCED!!! COMMERCIAL PROPERTY – GREAT LOCATION ON HIGHWAY 
41!! This property has 200 ft on U.S. Hwy. 41 and is set up for both office and warehouse 
space. The property is completely fenced in with parking for over 30 vehicles. This is a 
great location for a business that needs easy highway access and flexible space. Owner 
will also consider a lease or lease purchase. $499,000. CALL CATHY GRIGGS 
391-8653

511 HOUSES fOR SalE

2BR/2BA Windsor, walk-in tub,
open kitchen ..................................................$68,000
SCC 3BR (split) SPA and therapy pool ... $199,000

KINGS POINT RENTALS 
2BR/2BA, furn., golf course,
garage ......................................................$850/month

SCC Furnished or unfurnished,
3BR ................................................$1200/month

GREENBRIAR 2BR/2BA, furnished,
on golf course .................................... $950/month

New Home.
New Start.

“The Beginning of Something Great”

Brian Lucas, PLLC

(813) 486-0272
www.NewHomeNewStart.com

BRAND NEW HOMES?
FORECLOSURES?
BANK OWNED?

WE CAN HELP!
• Best Homes - Best Prices - Best Deals
• Excellent Customer Service
• Several Programs Available
• Credit & Income Challenges OK
• Credit Improvement as low as $300
• Deposits as low as $250
• Short-Sale Programs/Assistance Available

WORK ONE ON ONE WITH A LICENSED 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL!
Call today! (813) 486-0272

www.NewHomeNewStart.com

511 HOUSES fOR SalE

512 CONdOS fOR SalE
Read the entire newspaper online 
including the classifieds by going 
to Observernews.net. Community 
news & advertising 24/7 is only 1 
click away.

565 M.H. IN PaRkS
55+ MHP. 2br MH. Lot rent $185 month-
ly. very clean, completely furnished, 
washer, dryer. Dock leads to river. Large 
carport. $8,000 obo. 813-260-3305 

RENTalS

600
610 WaTERfRONT RENTalS
The Dolphin House, 768 Gran Kay-
men Way, Apollo  Beach, efficiency 
apartments on water. Boat docking /
fishing. Pool, laundry. $185 weekly, 
plus deposit. No pets.  813-850-5217,  
813-863-6123

1/2 acre, efficiency, full bath & kitchen. 
$650 monthly, water & lawn mainte-
nance included. Quiet neighborhood, 
pet ok.  941-266-9022

You can read the entire  
newpaper online  

@ www.observernews.net
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AC REPAIR/SALES AUTO RENTALS

BAIL BONDS

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Call Don or John!

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

ER00126636

SERVICE
UPGRADES
ALL TYPES
OF WIRING

RENOVATIONS

• SECURITY LIGHTS  • CEILING FANS
• SWITCHES & OUTLETS  • SPAS & DOCKS

Don
645-8985

145 21st ST. N.W. •  RUSKIN

• RESIDENTIAL

South Bay
Electric Co.
of Ruskin

• COMMERCIAL

DON
645-8985

JOHN
493-2861

Over 30 Years Experience

®

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

Business & Trade direcTory
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www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.observernews.net

AUTO REPAIRS

Lowest Price Guarantee

813-719-9128
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Auto Repair
MEGDYL

• Tires • Brakes • AC  
• Transmissions • 
and much more

Towing
Service

Available

FREE Auto Loaner with most Repairs!

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

*No project over $1000. 
No electrical, gas, or  

plumbing, and nothing 
structural.

HANDYMAN*

Bob’s Mobile Fix-It Center
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

• Attic Stairs • Ceiling Fans • 
Cabinets • Flooring • Interior 

Painting • Home Improvement
Call for FREE Estimate

(813) 671-7870
Robert Gerstenschlager

SERVING THE SCC AREA SINCE 1990

We Fix It All!

We will beat any
written quote by 10% 

• Home Improvements, 
Remodels & Repairs • Carpentry 

• Dry Wall • General Home 
Maintenance • Painting • Power 

Washing • Screen Repair

www.HandyMenDirect.com

813-642-6182

• Ask about our other Services •
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED

ELECTRICIAN

• Ceiling Fans
• Outlets
• Lighting
• Panel Upgrades
• FREE Estimates

813-645-7000
Lic. #EC13002936

Approved by Kings Point Management

ELECTRICIAN

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

Save 10% on web advertising

Call your advertising 
representative today 
for more information

(813) 645-3111

www.ObserverNews.net

813-910-1111
11835 U.S. Hwy. 41 S. • Gibsonton

Seffner, Bradenton & Brandon locations

Auto & Van RENTALS
at DISCOUNT RATES

Starting from
$149.95/week

• No Credit Card Required •
Must be at least 21 and have current insurance

RENT TO OWN Option Available
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610 waTERfROnT REnTalS
SCC 2br/2ba Spacious Twin Tree model 
w/ water view. 1756 sf, tile throughout. 
Water/ lawn/ CA memberships included. 
Furnishings available. $985 monthly, 
Short or long term. 813-368-3711

Spacious, furnished, 1br/1.5ba, gated, 
55+, Kings Point, SCC. Includes all 
utilities, except electric, all activities, 
transportation. $600 monthly, annual 
lease.  813-944-2884 

611 HOuSES fOR REnT
Ruskin, quaint 3br/2ba home with front 
covered porch. Well suited for 1-3 
people.  Monthly rent $925 with signed 
lease. No smoking. No pets. Security de-
posit & references required.  Availability 
by July 1st. Please call 813-649-1599

S & R Properties 
3, 2 & 1 bedrooms. No pets. Ruskin, 

Gibsonton area. RV lots available 813-
310-1888 or 813-849-1469

4br/2ba manufactured home, new inte-
rior, upgrade appliances, washer, dryer, 
back porch. $850 monthly plus security 
deposit.  813-645-6711 

Apollo Beach 4br/2ba/2cg. screened 
pool, freshly painted, w/ new carpet & 
tile. First, last & deposit. $1,300 monthly.  
219-218-4189 

612 aPTS. fOR REnT
1br/1ba, unfurnished, non smoker, no 
pets. 1013 Neptune Dr, Ruskin. Water, 
sewer included. $395 monthly, $385 
deposit. Info. 813-633-0069 

Ruskin area. 2br/1ba, very clean, wash-
er /dryer hookup. $695 monthly plus 
deposit, water & lawn service included,  
813-244-1676 

Riverview  apt,  2br/2ba, CHA, water, 
maintenance included. Tile floors. $600 
monthly $600 security. 813-239-4292 or 
813-403-3119

For rent: Efficiency apartments. Weekly 
rates, utilities furnished 813-677-8789,   
813-601-1542 or 813-516-0896

NOW RENTING
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 

OCCUPANCY
RIVERWOOD APARTMENTS

1 Bedroom Apartments

Rental Rates Beginning
at $520 + Utilities

For Rental Information 
call: (813) 645-7320
(TDD 800-955-8771)

709 Oceanside Circle 
Ruskin

Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

613 COndOS fOR REnT
Kings Point. One bedroom, 1.5 bath, fur-
nished nicely, very clean, all amenities. 
$700 monthly  813-634-1162 

620 ROOmS fOR REnT
Wimauma. Furnished bedroom. Country 
setting. Share 2 bathrooms /kitchen. 
Includes utilities & cable. Near bus route. 
Maid clean baths, kitchen, hallways 
weekly. No alcohol /drugs. $500 month-
ly. Only one, call today 813-503-4592 

Riverview, large bedroom, private bath, 
walk in closet, Wifi & dish TV, kitchen 
use. $500 monthly, no deposit.  813-
240-1582

630 m.H. REnTalS
For rent. 2 bedroom mobile home near 
shopping  center in Gibsonton. 813-677-
8789, 813-601-1542 or 813-516-0896

for Rent: Clean 
mobile Homes with 
a/C. 813-677-1086

Mobile homes & RV lots for rent. Mobile 
homes for sale. E-Z terms. Eastwood 
Estates Mobile Home Park, Gibsonton. 
Call Heather 813-677-5726 

1 bedroom mobile home in quiet mobile 
home park, 21st St.  NW, Ruskin. Fish-
ing dock, laundry.  $595 monthly, plus 
security, all utilities.  No pets. 813-645-
8985 or 813-610-7515

Movie in special (2 week free). Newly 
renovated MHP. Several homes ready. 
$155 weekly. L&N MHP, Gibsonton. 
813-684-9708 or 813-245-7425 

2br/2ba mobile homes on private prop-
erty on beautiful Bullfrog Creek.  813-
239-4353. or  813-967-5501                                                          

645 OffiCE SPaCE

646 waREHOuSE SPaCE
Garage & mini storage rooms for rent. 
Pirates Treasure Cove, Gibsonton.  
813-677-1137

PROf. SERViCES

650
651 BOOkkEEPing

QuickBooks®  
 Next training class  

June 23   Call or email for details. Certified 
Pro-advisor & POS. Full bookkeeping 

services Tutoring/ software issues/ 
payroll/  inventory/ review/ cleanup. 
Hourly rates. Your office or mine. 

Thea’s Quick Bookkeeping Inc Ruskin 
813-641-1089 email: theahp@verizon.
net. www.theasquickbookkeeping.com  

680 adulT CaRE

Caregiver/Companion 
Quality care for your loved one. 

References upon request. Please call  
813-641-9012 
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PAINTING

PLUMBING

ROOFING

Business & Trade direcTory
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PRINTING

COMMERCIAL SHEETFED AND WEB PRINTERS

210 Woodland Estates Ave. S.W.
Ruskin

645-4048

From Design to Finish
PRINTING

Call us on your next printing project!

• BUSINESS CARDS
• FORMS
• BROCHURES
• PRICE SHEETS
• CATALOGS
• SALES FLYERS
• PRESENTATION
   FOLDERS

• GRAPHIC DESIGN
• PRINT MEDIA
  MARKETING
• MEDICAL PRINTING
• FINANCIAL & LEGAL
  PRINTING
• NEWSPAPER PRINTING
  & PUBLISHING

SouthShore Painting

(813) 787-5235

• Painting
• Power Washing
• Drywall Repairs

• Preparing Homes For Sale
• Improving Curb Appeal
• Replacing Old Fixtures

and Lock Sets

David Squire
License #PA2878

• Bonded • Insured

WINDOW TINTING

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

STORAGE

WINDOW CLEANING

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net

SEPTICLAWN SERVICE

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

WINDOW FILM

www.ObserverNews.net

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net RV REPAIR

www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net
www.ObserverNews.net

Always T here
RV REPAIR

MOBILE RV REPAIR AND WELDING

• All Makes and Models 
• Rubber Roofs • Air 

Conditioners • Appliances
for all your RV Needs

or

Bob Cornett, Certifi ed Technician

(941)
713-1053

(863)
899-5348

• Lawn Service

• Tree Trimming

• Tree Removal 
• General Landscaping

Madden & Son

(813) 928-5500
FREE Estimates Provided
(will beat any written estimate)
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700

CPF statewides

BLOWN HEAD GASKET?  Any vehicle 
repair yourself.  State of the art 2-Com-
ponent chemical process.  Specializing 
in Cadillac Northstar Overheating.  100% 
guaranteed.  Call Now:  1-866-780-9039  
www.RXHP.com ; 

DARE to DREAM now on You Tube  
Don’t miss his New Original “What About 
Us” . . . Also Missing You & It Might Be 
You  All Performed by Alex  www.you-
tube.com/user/alextributes  ; 

DIRECTV Lowest Price! ALL FREE: 
HBO|Cinemax|Starz|Showtime for 3mo 
+ FREE NFL Sunday Ticket w/Choice 
Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! From 
$29.99/mo Call by 7/7! 888-420-9466

DISH Network delivers more for less!  
Packages starting at $24.99/mo, Local 
channels included!  FREE HD for life!  
Free BLOCKBUSTER® movies for 3 
months.  1-888-418-9787

Dish Network $24.99/mo $0 start Costs!  
Free HD 4 Life! Free Movies! Free HD 
Receivers!  1-866-294-5145

Every baby deserves a healthy start. 
Join more than a million people walk-
ing and raising money to support the 
March of Dimes. The walk starts at 
marchforbabies.org.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL *  Get 
a 4-Room All-Digital Satellite system 
installed for Free and programming 
starting  at $24.99/mo.  Free HD/DVR 
upgrade for new callers, So Call Now.  
1-800-795-7279   

SWIM SPA LOADED! Brand New with 
Warranty, 3  Pumps,  LED  lighting, 
Ozone  Deluxe Cover,  maintenance free 
cabinet. Retails for $18,900. Sacrifice 
$8995.  Can deliver. 727-851-3217  

WANTED  YOUR DIABETES TEST 
STRIPS.  Unexpired.  We buy Any Kind/
Brand.  Pay up to $18.00 per box.  Ship-
ping Paid.  Call 1-800-267-9895  www.
SellDiabeticstrips.com  

Abortion Not an Option?  Consider 
Adoption.  It’s a Wonderful Choice for 
an Unplanned Pregnancy.  Living/Medi-
cal Expenses Paid.  Loving, Financially 
Secure Families Await.  1-877-341-1309  
Atty Ellen Kaplan (#0875228) 

ATTN:  HOME COMPUTER WORK  
Work from anywhere 24/7.  Up to $1,500 
Part-Time to $7,500/Month Full-Time.  
Training provided.  www.KTPGlobal.
com or Call 1-888-304-2847

680 aduLts Care

Senior Home Companions, Inc.
For Seniors by Active Seniors®

Call for FREE In-Home Consultation

813-980-3408
www.SeniorHomeCompanions.com

Lic. #232146

• Affordable, in-home non-medical care
• Hourly, overnight or 24 hour service
• Meal planning and preparation
• Transportation/Errands
• Light housekeeping, laundry
• Respite care

Our goal is to help seniors continue to live 
independently and comfortably by supporting 

you with active senior caregivers who are 
understanding and trustworthy.

20 YEARS
of

SERVICE

Quality individual available for private 
duty 24-7. Minimum of 2hrs.  15yrs expe-
rience of private duty with hospital expe-
rience. References.   813-410-6339 

Elderly caregiver or housekeeper, excel-
lent driving record. Any hour, Monday 
thru Friday. Years of experience w/ 
references.  813-645-2456 

Quality Home Health Care

Hope Romero
(813) 468-3983

HopeRomero65@gmail.com

Over 20 years experience 
caring for your loved ones 

in health care facilities 
and private homes.

• References upon request • 

705 CLeaNiNg

the Cleaning experts 
Where service & quality comes 

first. 30% off w/ ad.  Free estimate. 
Licensed & insured.   

813-877-7647
ron’s Cleaning service 
Quality housecleaning with integrity. 
Call for free estimate. 7days a week. 
Move-in, move-out, rentals. Insured, 

bonded, licensed. Ruskin, Apollo 
Beach, Sun City Center.  

813-846-7629  
Flat rate $75, full clean

J & F  CLEANING 
Husband & Wife Team

(813) 419-4233

• Sun City Center
• Apollo Beach

• Ruskin

FREE Estimates
Move-Ins • Move-Outs

        Honest and Reliable
RESIDENTIAL

706 Pressure wasHiNg

710 LawN Care

Bill’s Lawn service 
 Licensed & insured. No contract. 

Yearly, monthly or per cut. As low as 
$25 per cut. 813-293-6840

M & C Mower repair.  
Parts & service. Authorized warranty 
center. Commercial & residential. 725 
14th St., Wimauma.  813-938-3226. 

Pickup & delivery 

Henry’s Lawn Maintenance.  
Landscaping needs. Rock, mulch, tree 

service. Pressure washing. Monthly 
lawn maintenance. Licensed & in-

sured. Free estimates. 813-477-3054 
www..henryslawnmaintenance.com

Florascapes  
 Professional maintenance company 
serving all your landscaping needs. 
Residential & commercial. Ruskin, 
Apollo Beach, SCC, Riverview. Li-
censed /insured.  813-333-3688 

714 tree reMOVaL

Professional tree & 
Landscaping. Sales: trimming, remov-
als, popcorn curbing, stump grinding, 

clearing, hauling. Fill dirt/  top soil/  
rock/  mulch. We barter for items of 
value. Free estimate. Call Paul 813-

634-6041 or 813-751-9691

715 FiLL dirt/HauLiNg

Myers trucking 
Backhoe & Tractor Service. Cul-

vert sets, driveways, shell, crushed 
asphalt, concrete, fill dirt, excavating, 

mowing etc. Tony (813) 363-7963 
Free estimates. 

Pittman trucking & tractor 
Service. Bank run, wash shell, fill dirt, 
topsoil, sand, crushed rock & asphalt, 
driveway culverts.  Loader, backhoe, 

grading, bushhog, discing.  Install Sep-
tic System & drain fills. CFC#1427021.  

813-645-1883 

716 CONCrete

Concrete Finishing  Patios’ driveways’ sidewalks’. 
Licensed & insured. Call Steve Sim-
mons  813-503-8764. Lic#201587

720 HOMe MaiNt.

Custom Carpentry  
Doors. Doors installed, decks, rails, 
stairs, screens enclosures. Home 

repairs, remodeling, framing. Senior 
discount. Free estimates.  C-117507  

www.myic.com/customcarpentry  
813-645-1778. 

I live in SCC & can fix leaky toilets, 
faucets, AC filters, screen repair, minor 
electric & inside painting. The best part, 
you set the price & no service charge. 
Call Artie  813-300-9699 

729  stOrM sHieLds

affordable storm shields 
Aluminium panels, clean  clear panels, 

Hurricane fabric, accordion style 
panels & more. Free estimate. wwww.
affordablestormshields.com.  813-446-

7172 

735 traNsPOrtatiON
At Your Service Transportation to Tampa 
airport /charters /cruise ship.  Excellent 
prices. Call Express Transportation  813-
731-9283 for rates

740 MisC. serViCes

in Your Home Pet Care  
813-767-7225. Affordable, licensed, 
bonded, insured.  References avail-

able. email: olivertort@aol.com  
Oliver & Company  

seawall repairs  
also new construction of docks, boat 

lifts & seawalls. Free inspection. Heck-
er Construction Co. 813-236-9306

860 saLes
Need sales person for Spanish radio 
station. Bilingual helpful. Motivate only 
need to apply. Salary, commission 
& gas expense. Call Marc 813-871-
1333

870 geNeraL
Thrift Shop worker needed. Call Jay 
Sparkman 813-633-1276 for informa-
tion

adOPtiON  give Your Baby the Best 
in Life!  Living expenses Paid.  Many 
Loving, Financially secure Couples 
waiting.  Call Jodi rutstein, an at-
torney/social worker who truly cares 
about you.  1-800-852-0041  #133050  

adOPtiON  866-633-0397  unplanned 
Pregnancy?  Provide your baby with 
a loving, financially secure family.  
Living/Medical/Counseling expenses 
paid.  social worker on staff.  Call 
compassionate attorney Lauren Fein-
gold  (FL Bar#0958107) 24/7  

adOPtiON  888-812-3678  all expens-
es Paid.  Choose a Loving, Financially 
secure family for your child  24 Hrs 7 
Days   Caring & Confidential.  Attor-
ney amy Hickman.  (Lic. #832340)    

*DIVORCE*  BANKRUPTCY  Starting 
at $65  *1 Signature Divorce  *Missing 
Spouse Divorce  “We Come to you!”  
1-888-705-7221   Since1992

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION?  Talk with caring adoption expert.  
You choose from families nationwide.  
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions.  866-
413-6298.

rOOF rePairs  CaLL 24/7  Mobile 
Home roof specialist & Flat roof.  
Free Certified Inspections.  Lic/Ins 
CCC1327406.  all Florida weath-
erproofing & Construction.  1-877-
572-1019  

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train for high 
paying Aviation Career.  FAA approved 
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance.  Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 866-314-6283

AVIATION MAINTENANCE / AVIONICS  
Graduate in 14 Months.  FAA Approved; 
financial aid if qualified.  Job placement 
assistance.  Call National Aviation 
Academy Today!  1-800-659-2080 or 
NAA.edu  

NEED YOUR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLO-
MA?  Finish from home fast for $399! 
Nationally accredited.  EZ pay.  Free 
brochure.  www.diplomaathome.com ; 
Call 800-470-4723

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage?  At 
least 62 years old?  Stay in your home 
& Increase cash flow!  Safe & Effective!  
Call Now for your FREE DVD! Call Now 
888-879-2309 

LAWSUIT CASH  Auto Accident?  
Worker Compensation? Get CASH 
before your case settles! Fast Approval.  
Low Fees  1-866-709-1100. www.glofin.
com

REVERSE MORTGAGES - Draw all 
eligible cash out of your home & elimi-
nate mortgage payments FOREVER! 
For Seniors 62 and older! Government 
insured. No credit/ income requirements. 
Free catalog. 1-888-660-3033 All Island 
Mortgage. www.allislandmortgage.com

$15,995  17’ twin Vee Cat  50HP 
Honda Motor  galvanized trailer  
Free delivery in Florida  astor Marine  
24535 state rd 40  astor, FL  32102  
352-759-3655  

AAA+ COMPANY NEED Home Assem-
blers (Crafts, Sewing, Woodworking, 
Others) and Home Mailers. No Selling, 
Full/Part Time. Up to $1,000 Weekly. 
No Experience Required.  www.Work-
JobAtHome.com 

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS Needed im-
mediately for upcoming roles $150 $300/
day depending on job requirements. No 
experience, all looks needed. 1-800-
385-2392 A110.  For casting times  and 
locations

Customer Service Evaluator  Multi Task 
and Computer Literate  Valid ID  Earn 
$400/week  customershopperevalua-
tor@live.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Earn $12 
- $48 per hour / No Experience  Full 
Benefits / Paid Training  1-866-477-
4953, Ext. 57  Now Hiring!!  

Frac Sand Haulers with complete bulk 
pneumatic rigs only.  Relocate to Texas 
for Tons of work. Great company/pay.  
Gas cards/Quick Pay available. 1-800-
491-9029  

RUN FIREWORKS TENT  $$ EARN 
THOUSANDS $$  Call 813-234-2264 
/ 1-800-334-BANG  Hernando, Hills-
borough, Lake, Lee, Orange, Pasco, 
Pinellas, Seminole & Sumter Counties 
only need apply. 

Home Workers Needed Now  Process 
Our Orders For $5 Per Envelope.  Guar-
anteed!  Start Immediately.  For Free 
Information Call 800-531-6828 or Click 
WWW.HBPINFORMATION.COM

Movie Extras To Stand in Background 
For Film Production. Earn up to $200/
day. Experience Not Required. All looks 
needed. Call for Details and Req’s.  
888/664-5279.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS  Earn up to 
$150 per day.  Under cover Shoppers 
needed to judge retail and dining es-
tablishments  Exp Not Re.  Call 1-888-
601-4861

PROCESS Mail From Home!  Pay 
Weekly!  Free Supplies!  Bonuses!  
Genuine Opportunity!  Start Immedi-
ately!  Helping Homeworkers since 
1992!  Call 1-888-302-1512.  www.
howtowork-fromhome.com

SUNCOAST RV NOW HIRING SALES 
PEOPLE- Cocoa, FL. Experience in 
selling RV or big ticket items preferred. 
Great money & benefits. Fun workplace. 
Call Roy or Bill 321-504-6500

$1500 WEEKLY* NOW ACCEPTING!!! 
AT HOME computer work.  Start making 
money today by simply entering data for 
our company, No Experience Needed, 
training provided.  www.ExtraCashTyp-
ing.com

Available Now  2-4 Bedroom Homes.  
Take Over Payments.  No Money Down.  
No Credit check!  Call Now 1-888-270-
0372  

Bring the family! Sizzling Summer  spe-
cials at Florida’s Best Beach, New Smyr-
na Beach.  See it at www.NSBFLA.com/
Specials ; Or  Call 1-800-541-9621  

Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, New 
Mexico  Acreage starting at $415/ acre. 
Owner financing O.A.C.  Great building 
sites, Brokers welcome.  Guaranteed 
access, insured title, warranty deed.  
1-800-682-8088 www.rmtland.com ; 

NORTH CAROLINA  Be cool in the 
Mountains.  Efficiency to 5-br houses & 
condos. Fully equipped. Views, pools, 
golf, tennis & more.   Sugar Mountain 
Accommodations & Realty staysugar.
com 1-800-545-9475  

Quiet, private and serene describes the 
setting of this log cabin on 3.02 acres 
in the NC Mountains. 1328sf, 3⁄4 loft, 
creek on property, $89,900. Ready to 
finish 828-286-1666  

SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE FOR 
CASH!!! Our Guaranteed Services will 
Sell/ Rent Your Unused Timeshare for 
CASH! Over $95 Million Dollars offered 
in 2010! www.BuyATimeshare.com ; 
Call (877) 554-2430

SMOKIES ABSOLUTE AUCTION  
Saturday, July 2nd 10:30am  300 Acre 
Creek Front Farm, 21 Tracts, Sevier 
County, TN  McCarter Auction, Inc.  
1-877-282-8467 Auction Lic #335  www.
mccarterauction.com

Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers: 
Clinically proven all-natural supplement 
helps reduce pain and enhance mobil-
ity. Call 888-662-1941 to try Hydraflexin 
RISK-FREE for 90 days.

Canada Drug Center is your choice for 
safe and affordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings of up to 
90% on all your medication needs. Call 
Today 888-372-6740 use Promo code 
save133 for $25.00 off your first pre-
scription and free shipping.

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg!! 40 
Pills+  4/FREE for only $99. #1 Male 
Enhancement, Discreet Shipping.    Only 
$2.25/pill. The Blue Pill Now!  1-888-
797-9012

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted.  Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid. We Come To You! Any Make/
Model.  Call For Instant Offer: 1-800-
871-9638

Donate Vehicle Receive $1000 Grocery 
Coupons, NOAH’S ARC Support No 
Kill Shelters,  Research to Advance 
Veterinary Treatments  FREE TOWING, 
Tax Deductible, Non-Runners Accepted  
1-866-912-Give

For information  
about the ads in  

Community  Papers of Florida., 
call Beverly 813-645-3111 

The Observer News  
will be closed Monday, July 

4 in observance of Inde-
pendence Day. Deadline for 
classified line ads will move 
to Friday, July 1at 4pm. for 

the June 7 edition

Diamond Clear Clean Co.
“Recommended by Those We Serve”

941-822-1122
• Pressure Cleaning
• Window Washing

Local, family owned & operated
Free Estimates!

www.diamondclearclean.com
diamondclearclean@yahoo. com

Licensed • Insured

• House & Office Cleaning
• Handyman Services
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S A L E S  E V E N T

#45413

MORE MPG’s! = MORE SAVINGS!
BUY BUY TODAY!The Intelligent Choice

J E N K I N S  H Y U N D A I  o f  B r a d e n t o n www.BradentonHyundai.com

RETHINK EVERYTHING
YOU KNOW ABOUT LUXURY CARS.
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1-855-704-9863
2503 1ST STREET EAST ON ALT 41  

SALE HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm • SUN Noon - 6pm  • SERVICE HOURS: MON-FRI 7:30am-5:30pm • SAT 8am-3pm

JENKINS  
HYUNDAI  

BRADENTON

Manatee Ave. W/SR64
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“Se Habla Español”  

All prices are plus tax, tag and are before any dealer installed options and include all available manufacturer rebates & incentives. † Lease down payment requirement: ’11 Elantra- $2799, ‘11 
Elantra Touring - $1999, ‘11 Santa Fe - $2699, ‘11 Genesis Coupe - $2699, ’11 Sonata $3500,’11 Tucson - $2499, ’11 Genesis Sedan - $2698. All offers are with approved credit and some cannot be 
combined. *Expected range for most drivers, your actual mileage may vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. ◊ See us for details. Photos are for illustration purposes only. 
Advertised vehicles subject to prior sale. Programs subject to change without notice. Must finance thru Hyundai Motor Finances. • Comparable Models. ˚ Must present signed buyers order from 
accredited Hyundai Dealer on same model & equipment. ∆ $3000 guaranteed trade allowance cannot be combined with any other offers, offer only good on new vehicles. 

Low Price Guarantee We will beat any
other Hyundai dealer

or pay you $500 
˚

5 Years / 60,000 Mile
Bumper to Bumper Coverage

5 Year / Unlimited Miles
24 Hour Roadside Assistance

See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details.

Don Jenkins, Jr.
General Manager

$3000
Guaranteed  Trade  Allowance ∆

#D503

OR31 MPG HWY*Up
TO

2011 ELANTRA 
Touring

Lease
For $199 24 Mo.

Lease†

Buy
For $15,995 31 MPG HWY*Up

TO

2011 TUCSON

#83402

Lease
For $25936 Mo.

Lease†

$4,000 Less 
Than RAV 4•

29 MPG HWY*Up
TO

2011 SANTA FE

#62423

Lease
For $29936 Mo.

Lease†

Rugged Capability,
Comfort & Style

27 MPG HWY*Up
TO

2011 GENESIS
Coupe

#C0303

Lease
For $25936 Mo.

Lease†

Revolution In Design,
Performance & Value

0 %0 %
On Select Models◊
APR

THIS WEEK!00 %%0000000000000000000000000000 On Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select ModelsOn Select Models◊◊
APRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPR

THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!THIS WEEK!

40 MPG HWY*Up
TO35 MPG HWY*Up

TO

2011 SONATA
The All-New 

& Redesigned

#27403

Lease
For $169 36 Mo.

Lease†

Stylish • Spacious
$4000 Less Than Accord •

Unsurpassed amount of 
standard safety features.

2011 ELANTRA
All-New

40 MPG HWY*Up
TO

Lease
For $129 36 Mo.

Lease†

27 MPG HWY*Up
TO

2011 GENESIS

#80422

Lease
For $39936 Mo.

Lease†

Performance, Technology,
Safety & QuaLity

JENKINS HYUNDAI of Bradenton

5 Star Safety Ratings

Affordable
& Fuel Efficient

2012 
ACCENT

Introducing ...
The All-New 

& Redesigned
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611 Destiny Drive • Ruskin, FL 33570 • 813-645-7739 www.staylittleharbor.com

Try our new

Expanded Sunday Brunch $15.95
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

We have expanded to include: • Entree & Carved Items • Omelette Station 
• Dessert Buffet • Champagne • and More

p.p.

4020 State Route 674, Suite 2, 
Sun City Center, FL 
www.erasersinc.com

John V. Dunne, MD, FACS
Medical Director

Erasers
Body Enhancement Centers, Inc.

TM

(813) 634-9260

FREE vein screening every Thursday

Florida Statues 456.062   the patient and any other person responsible 
for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be 
reimbursed for payment of any other service, examination, or 
treatment which is performed as a result of the advertisement and 
within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, 
discounted or reduced fee service examination or treatment.

 (June Only)

Sclerotherapy $150.00 
(for 10 min session) 

June Special

BOARD CERTIFIED VEIN SPECIALIST AND SURGEON WILL DETERMINE 
WHICH PROCEDURE WILL BENEFIT YOU

and began to correspond with 
James.

This, I thought, would work 
out perfectly. He said he planned 
to work mostly at USF, but also 
had business at the Farm Bureau 
in Plant City and in Tampa and 
Bradenton and Riverview- where 
I live- was a perfect choice for a 
central location.

This made perfect sense, and 
I gave him my address, hoping 
while he was here I could obtain 
the information about farming I 
need.

I received a check almost 
immediately from the Toronto-
Dominion Bank in Brampton, 
Ontario. James had told me he was 
doing some work in Canada, so I 
thought nothing of it.

The amount, however, was what 
tipped me off. The check was for 
$3,800. He only owed me $1,000 
which included one month rent 
and deposit.

I emailed him immediately. 
“Why is this check over the 
amount?” I asked. 

He said he would send me details 
and asked that I send a check to his 
moving company and keep the rest 
in American dollars for him so that 
he would have them immediately 
when he arrived.

Not a bad scheme, I thought. 
The check looked completely real, 
right down to the watermark.

I called the Toronto-Dominion 
Bank and spoke to a corporate fraud 
spokeswoman, Kelly Hechler. As 
it turned out, there is a branch at 
the address on the check. In fact, 
the check is written on a valid 
account. The only problem is that 
the person owning that account did 
not want a rental in Florida.

I went to BB&T Bank in Apollo 
Beach and showed officials the 
check. Within minutes, it was 
confirmed that I was targeted for 
a scam.

Well- being the reporter I am 
at heart, I began baiting a couple 
more of my rental “prospects.” 

This time, I wrote to Belinda 
Martins, who had said she was 
from Ireland. She planned to stay 

in the United States for one year 
and travel but needed a “base.”

She said she had been awarded 
some kind of a sabbatical leave to 
study our culture and way of life.  

Within days, she had sent me a 
check. This check came in U.S. 
Post Office Priority Mail service 
and was delivered to my door.

Inside the familiar red-white-and 
blue envelope that carries the looks 
and feeling of “importance” was a 
check for $2,380 from TruWest 
Credit Union with two addresses 
on it: one in Scottsdale, Arizona 
and another in Austin, Texas.

The first thing I did was check 
the addresses on line. There was 
only one difference in what was on 
the check and the addresses listed 
(which I called and verified): 
PO Box 3439 on the check 
in Scottsdale was really 3489 
according to the bank.  Someone 
had mistaken the 8 for a 3, which 
without a magnifying glass, I 
might have too.

Now it was time to visit the bank 
and the sheriff’s office.

First I went back to BB&T and 
spoke with vice president David 
Bock who closely examined the 
checks.

They were certainly good replicas, 
but he noticed immediately that the 
signatures looked “stamped.”

The main tip off to him was the 
fact that both checks were sent 
over the amount due me.

“The way it works is that by 
the time you deposit them in your 
account and write your checks to 
someone else, then their check 
bounces back leaving you holding 
the bag,” he said.

After listening to him talk about 
bank scams for awhile, I moved 
on to the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff’s Office where I was 
directed to the FBI in Tampa and 
interviewed David Couvertier.  

“There’s a whole new breed of 
Internet scams now,” Couvertier 
said. “The excellent computer 
programs and printers available 
now make replicas extremely 
easy.”

Most of the scams are originating 
in Canada or the UK, he told me. 
“The only limitations are the 
imaginations of the cyber-crooks,” 
he said.

The common thread he said is 

the “over the amount” and often a 
sense of urgency, which in my case 
had been the people’s stated need 
to rent by the first of the following 
month.

“There are so many varieties 
of scams out there now you can 
replicate documents that look 
completely official, including birth 
certificates and cashier’s checks.”

So what’s a person to do when 
something like this happens on 
line? I asked.

Naturally, he said not to deposit 
the checks and especially never to 
write one from your own account.

Reports of attempted scams 
should be made to the National 
Crime Center at www.ic3.gov 
where you can file a report on 
line.

I went to the site and found 
several official government links 
to consumer alerts, lists of current 
scams, and forms to file reports. 
There are also links to the National 
White Collar Crime Center and the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, and 
of course, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

As of press time, I still had 
not received an email back from 
anyone at Craig’s List Fraud 
Report Center. u

New cyber scam
Continued from page 16 ■

When checked 
out thoroughly, 

I found that 
one number 
in the phony 

TruWest Credit 
Union address 
was incorrect. 

Meanwhile 
officials at 

the Toronto 
Dominion Bank 

say the check 
copied from 

their bank is an 
exact replica.  
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