
What is Creative Commons?
A nonprofi t organization
• The purpose is to make it “easier for people to share and build upon 

the work of others, consistent with the rules of copyright.”  
• They provide free licenses and other legal tools to “mark creative 

work with the freedom the creator wants it to carry, so others can 
share, remix, use commercially, or any combination thereof.”

• http://www.creativecommons.org/

A way to share copyrighted works legally
• The problem:  
 Copyright is automatic, so an author has to make an effort to 

share his or her work with others.  
 Ideally, an author would communicate directly with users to let 

them know that they have permission to do certain things with 
the work (e.g., copying, distributing, modifying, etc.).  

 The recipient would have some legally binding evidence of this 
permission.  

 However, with mass distribution and on the Internet, it becomes 
virtually impossible to have that communication with each 
recipient of the work.

• A solution:
 Creative Commons is a set of licenses (i.e., contracts, with real 

legal terms behind them), that spell out what an author has 
decided to allow users to do with his or her work.  

 The author chooses the license that expresses his or her wishes 
about the level of sharing as well as requirements for the user of 
the work.

 The author then communicates the license by placing the symbol 
on the work and includes a link to the Creative Commons web 
site where the terms of the license are available.

 The user then has proof that she has permission to use the work 
in the ways the author has allowed (which would otherwise be 
copyright infringement).

A way to fi nd works that have been made available
• People who are looking for content that is available for sharing 

(e.g., teachers, scholars, artists, musicians, etc.) can visit 
http://search.creativecommons.org/

• Users can learn about the basic terms of the licenses at the 
Creative Commons web site so that they fully understand what their 
permissions and obligations are under the licenses.

• Users can also learn what a valid Creative Commons mark looks 
like and what it should contain, so that they can verify that a work is 
validly licensed.


