
SERVING THE MANDARIN COMMUNITY SINCE 2006

Mandarin
NewsLineSM

Visit our online edition at www.mandarinnewsline.com
M E M B E R  O F  T H E  R T  P U B L I S H I N G  G R O U P  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S P A P E R S

20
144

M
an

da
rin

 N
ew

sL
in

e
1
2
4
4
3
 S

an
 J

o
se

 B
o
u
le

va
rd

, S
te

. 4
0
3

Ja
ck

so
n
vi

ll
e,

FL
 3

2
2
2
3

What’s Inside

 Volume 8,  Issue 7 April 2014

Pr
es

or
te

d 
St

an
da

rd
U

S 
Po

st
ag

e 
Pa

id
Ca

lla
ha

n,
 F

L 
32

01
1

Pe
rm

it
 N

o.
4

Page 3 What’s New

Page 4 From the Councilmember

Page 5 News from the Florida  

 House

Page 6 Political Commentary

Page 8 “Green” schools

Page 9 Visit the library!

Page 11 Mandarin Art Festival

Page 13 Crown Point sock hop

Page 15 Pinewood derby

Page 16 Summer Camp Guide

Page 18 Future scientists 

Page 19 MHS band update

Page 20 Purposeful Parenting

Page 21 Faith News

Page 22 MHS Sports Roundup

Page 23 Job Finder

Page 24 Home Improvement  

  Guide

Page 26 Mandarin Garden Club

Page 27 African violet show

Coming in May!

Summer Camp &  
Kids’ Activities Guide!

Sales Reps:

Call 904-886-4919 for information!

We recently had fun discuss-
ing a fi ne art known to young 
and old alike: building scale 
models. And the members of the 
“Model Citizens of Mandarin” 
model club know their stuff ! 
Members of the club come from 
all background types and ages, 
yet they all have a common bond. 
They share a true love for build-
ing and creating scale model 
miniatures— from classic scale 
sailing ship models, to hot rods, 
aircraft, military and historical 

With a new generation of 
kids spending more and more 
time inside and plugged in—to 
TVs, to computers, on phones 
and tablets—many parents are 
looking for fun ways to get 
their kids outside and active. 
For parents of daughters, Girls 
on the Run may be the answer. 
Girls on the Run is a 10 to 12 
week program for elementary-
aged girls that meets in the 
spring and the fall. Their mis-
sion is to inspire girls to be 
healthy, confi dent and joyful 

“1-2-3, play ball!” called 
out Mandarin Athletic Associa-
tion (MAA) board Vice President 
Bryan Van Duyn at the Manda-
rin Athletic Associa-
tion’s (MAA’s) cele-
bration of the start 
of the 2014 youth 
baseball season, held 
at Burnett Park on 
March 8. In celebra-
tion of the begin-
ning of spring season 
games, MAA hosted 
about 500 people at 
their opening ceremo-
nies and annual Fam-
ily Fun Day activities.

“Hi, Mom,” yelled 
an enthusiastic minor 
T-ball player, waving 
wildly to his parents 
in the crowd as the 
opening ceremonies 
began. Twenty-eight 
teams with about 320 

Girls on the Run motivates girls to 
be stronger physically and emotionally
By Cassy Fiano

Meet the “Model 
Citizens of Mandarin”
By Karl Kennell

Gerry Dionne, Frank Ryczek, Skip Haines, Peter Elias, Joe Lyons, Bill Bonner, 
Smokey Choquette, Willie Rivers and Bill Bellamy

through interactive lessons and 
games to teach positive values 
like healthy living, communi-
cation, service and gratitude. 
Through Girls on the Run, the 
girls learn about themselves, be-
ing a member of a team and be-
ing a member of a community. 
Running is integrated into these 
lessons throughout the program, 
culminating in a 5K event. 

Sherry Warner is the coach 
for the Greenland Pines Elemen-
tary and Losco Park region. She 
fi rst heard of Girls on the Run 

through her sister-in-law, whose 
daughter was participating. 
Warner’s daughter was the same 
age and she wanted to know 
more.

“I was intrigued to hear 
about a program that taught 
such great tools for helping girls 
obtain and maintain a positive 
self-image and I liked that it 
included outdoor play and exer-
cise,” Warner recalled.

Warner and her daughter, 
who was eight at the time, loved 
the program. When it came time 
to sign up her second daughter, 
though, it was no longer being 
off ered at that site because there 
were no coaches. Warner saw an 
opportunity and enthusiastically 
jumped in. Now, her youngest 
daughter at 10 years old is in 
her fourth season and her oldest 
daughter, now 16, volunteers as 
a junior coach. Warner makes 
sure to make each practice fun, 
even dressing up in tutus and 
crazy socks to psych up the 
girls.

While Girls on the Run 
helps girls thrive through physi-
cal activity, it’s about so much 
more than just a workout. War-

subjects, to accurate scaled down 
miniature dioramas of 1930s gas 
stations to PT boat base dioramas 
of WW II South Pacifi c islands. 
These are not the models that you 
might remember from your youth. 
You know the ones that always 
had the extra glue on the cock-
pit window or the decals in the 
wrong place. With the members 
of this model club you can name 
it and it can be perfectly built.

The Model Citizens of 
Mandarin model club fi rst came 

MAA celebrates Opening Day
By Contributing Writer Melissa Salek

Hayden Kirby, Brendan DePratter and Elyssa DePratter en-
joy MAA’s Family Fun Day activities. Photo by Erin Hillwig.

baseball players ages four to 15 
paraded across the main fi eld, 
lining up for the brief program. 
Christopher DuClos, son of MAA 

coach Mike DuClos, sang the 
national anthem. Long-time 
MAA supporter and Tools for 

a Time owner Geoff  
Youngblood then led 
the prayer and threw 
out the fi rst pitch. 
Afterwards, the crowd 
dispersed to the sur-
rounding fi elds to 
either play their fi rst 
ball game or enjoy 
the Family Fun Day 
activities, including 
bounce houses, slides, 
carnival booths, a live 
DJ and food, includ-
ing meals from the lo-
cal restaurant PDQ. 

“I like the jumpy 
houses and the 
games,” said rookie 
ball player Wesley Fe-
sperman. “My favorite 

Girls on the Run cont. on pg. 11 Model Citizens cont. on pg. 14

MAA cont. on pg. 7
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836 Prudential Drive,  
# 1202 & #1600

Jacksonville, FL 32207
12110 San Jose Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32223 904-399-4862

Board Certified – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Board Certified – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Board Certified  – American Board of  
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Board Certified – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Board Certified – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

Board Eligible – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Full service care of women including:

Routine and High Risk Pregnancy
Preconception Consultation
Annual Gynecological Exams

Pap Smears
Birth Control

Tubal Ligation (Essure)
Endometrial ablation

(Novasure, HTA)
Menopause
Gynecology

DaVinci Robot 
Uterine Fibroids

Sexual Dysfunction
Should I take Hormones?

Pelvic Pain
Menstrual Problems
Urinary Incontinence

Polycystic Ovary Syndrome
IUD Insertion and removal

Urodynamic Testing
Breast Health
Pediatric GYN

Adolescent GYN
HRTs

Pelvic Prolapse
Pain with intercourse

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy
HPV

STD screening
3D/4D sono
Colposcopy 
Vaccinations

Hep A&B, Tdap, Gardasil

an Board

Board Certified – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

~ Dr. Sager ~~ Dr. Gutovitz ~~ Dr. Barnes ~

~ Dr. Boyd ~ ~ Dr. McIntyre ~ ~ Dr. Tanouye ~ 

~ Dr. Foutz ~

Board Certified – American Board of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

~ Dr. Wechter ~
of Board Certified –Boa

ObstetricsOb

~ Dr. W

Saturday & Sunday

April 19th & 20th

2014
10 – 5

OUTDOOR EVENT

Childrens Art Show
Childrens’ Activities 

Include: Art Clinics, Face 
Painting & Balloon Art 

Bake Sale
Green Market

Food Court
Live Music 

904-268-1622
www.MandarinCommunityClub.org

Art Festival
46th

Mandarin Community Club – Host & Founding Organization 
12447 Mandarin Road

FREE PARKING & SHUTTLES
from Mandarin Presbyterian Church & Alberts Field

JIM REGISTER, AGENT

Are you an engaged citizen? 
If so, how do you know? What 
defi nes an engaged citizen? 
How do we encourage our 
children to become engaged 
citizens? As for myself, I vote. I 
donate to charities. I even occa-
sionally write a civics article for 
our community newspaper. But 
is that it? Do such simple tasks 
of so little eff ort really suffi  ce 
for me to call self an engaged 
citizen? Civic engagement is an 
extremely well researched topic. 
And yet, answers to such ques-
tions as these still tend to evade 
us. Is the quality or devotedness 
of citizenship measurable? Well, 
as it turns out, yes, it is. 

The National Conference on 
Citizenship (NCoC) is a leader 
in documenting the level of 
involvement of Americans and 
using that data to promote 
greater civic involvement. The 
NCoC has published a “Civic 
Health Index” that uses sev-
eral criteria for measuring our 
national civic engagement. Ad-
ditionally, several states, includ-
ing Florida, have published state 
civic health indexes. The Florida 
state report was the product 
of the Florida Joint Center 
on Citizenship, a partnership 
between the Lou Frey Institute 
of Politics and Government at 
the University of Central Florida 
and the Bob Graham Center for 
Public Service at the University 
of Florida. These reports provide 
some interesting and telling sto-
ries about just how good (or not 
so good) we are at one of our 
most basic responsibilities.

According to the NCoC 
website, the “Civic Health 
Index” identifi es four separate 

E Pluribus Unum: Civics for one and all
By James A. Lee, M.Ed., Ed.D. ABD, Peer Teacher Evaluator, St. Johns County School District, jal@rtpublishing.com

areas of civic engagement:
1. Electoral engagement. 

Percentage of eligible United 
States citizens over 18 years old 
who were registered to vote in 
the 2010 elections and percent-
age turnout among eligible vot-
ers in the 2010 elections; 

2. Non-electoral political 
engagement. Percentage who 
contacted a public offi  cial and 
percentage who bought or boy-
cotted a product based on the 
social values of a company; 

3. Group engagement. 
Percentage who belong to any 
group, i.e., religious, school, 
neighborhood or sports/recre-
ation; 

4. Community engagement. 
The percentage who reported 
undertaking any volunteer 
activity, percentage attending 
a public meeting, percentage 
exchanging favors with neigh-
bors and percentage working 
with neighbors to fi x a problem 
in the community.

The national and state 
reports survey people of vari-
ous demographics about their 
involvement in these areas. 
The most recent Florida report 
in 2011 (http://www.ncoc.net/
FLCHI2011) focused on the civic 
health of Millennials (defi ned as 
those born between 1982 and 
1993—essentially, those who 
came of age at the turn of the 
millennium). Just a few of the 
interesting fi ndings included:
• Florida’s Millennials have 

one of the lowest rates 
(ranked 48th in the nation) 
of participating in any type 
of civic, community, school, 
sports or religious group.

• Civic engagement levels of 

Millennials in Florida are 
between 7 and 20 percentage 
points below that of Millen-
nials in the most engaged 
states in the nation.

• Less than half of the Mil-
lennial generation in Florida 
was registered to vote in 
2010 and of those who were 
registered, a little over one-
in-five actually voted.
You can learn more about 

how you and your family can 
improve your civic engagement 
at:
http://www.ncoc.net/
https://www.icivics.org/
http://www.civiced.org/

I Need a 
Home!

 
725-8766 

Meet Jujubes. I would make an 
excellent house cat and I enjoy 
snuggling up on your pillow. My 
favorite hobby is cuddling and 
playing with feathers. I have a 
trained personality and ready to 
move into my new home!

http://www.MandarinCommunityClub.org
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At RT Publishing we 
welcome Letters to the Editor. 
We request they be no more 
than 250 words. All letters 
must include writer’s name, 
address, and telephone num-
ber. Only the name will be 
published. E-mail to editor@
mandarinnewsline.com. 
Anonymously sent letters will 
not be published.

Letters to the 
Editor policy

Like us on 

Facebook

facebook.com/

mandarinnewsline

What’s 
New

C o m m u n i t y  H a p p e n i n g s

Do you have community or 
club news you would like in-
cluded in Mandarin NewsLine? 

Then contact Martie 
Thompson at: 
editor@mandarinnewsline.com 
or 886-4919.

 Mandarin NewsLine Community Newspaper is a 
free monthly publication distributed via bulk mail to 
all addresses in Zip Codes 32223, 32258 and selected 
routes in 32257. Submission of articles and photographs 
are received by mail or email, although email to editor@
rtpublishinginc.com is preferred. The writers’ opinions 
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of RT Publishing, 
Inc. Advertising Rates are available by request. 
 RT Publishing, Inc. is not responsible for 
advertisement content or accuracy of information 
provided by its advertisers. Nor does RT Publishing, 
Inc. endorse any of the products or services included in 
this publication. RT Publishing, Inc. reserves the right 
to refuse advertisement or copy from any advertiser. All 
rights are reserved and no portion of this publication 
may be copied without the express written consent of the 
publisher.  ©2014.

Publisher Rebecca Taus  
publisher@rtpublishinginc.com

Editor Martie Thompson 
editor@mandarinnewsline.com

Advertising Sales, Linda Gay  
LG@rtpublishinginc.com

Advertising Sales, Heather Seay
HS@rtpublishinginc.com

Advertising Sales,  
Jasmine Quezada
JQ@rtpublishing.com

Advertising Sales,  
Marie Harrington
MH@rtpublishing.com

Graphic Design, Lisa Felegy
graphics@rtpublishinginc.com

RT Publishing, Inc.
12443 San Jose Boulevard

Suite 403 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 

Ph: 904-886-4919

Call 904-886-4919 for information!

Sales Reps:

Summer Camp &  
Kids’ Activities Guide!
~Coastal NewsLine~ 

+

~Mandarin NewsLine~ 
+

~Southside NewsLine~ 
+

~The CreekLine~ 
+

The Mandarin Council of the 
JAX Chamber hosts monthly net-
working events. Their next lunch 
meeting is on April 10 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Bucca 
di Beppo near the Avenues Mall. 
April’s lunch will feature guest 
speaker Matt Rapp with the 
Players Club at The PGA Tour. 
The next breakfast meeting will 
take place at the Red Elephant 
Grill and Pizza on Thursday, 
April 24 beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
Learn more about the Manda-
rin Council and RSVP for these 
events at www.mandarincouncil.

org. We live, work and play in 
Mandarin!

Please join Mandarin Senior 
Center for its sixth annual 
Health Fair to be held on Friday, 
April 25 from 9:00 a.m. until 
12:00 noon. Meet more than 
30 health care providers and 
private organizations that will 
be on-site conducting screenings 
for hearing, vision, cholesterol, 
as well as skin cancer and heart 
disease. Indulge in some tasty 
foods prepared by expert chefs 
from the area’s top retirement 
and assisted living facilities. 
Elder Law attorneys and home 
health providers will be on 
hand to answer your questions 
and don’t forget to take some 
time for a back massage during 
your visit. These experts will be 
sharing information on com-
munity resources specifi cally 
for and about senior citizens 
and so much more! All seniors 
and their family members are 
welcome. Come join us for a day 
of health! The Mandarin Senior 
Center is located at 3848 Hartley 
Road. For additional informa-
tion, please call 262-7309.

AARP Tax Assistance will be 
available each Tuesday at the 

What’s New cont. on pg. 4

mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
mailto:editor@mandarinnewsline.com
mailto:LG@rtpublishing.com
mailto:HS@rtpublishing.com
mailto:JQ@rtpublishing.com
mailto:MH@rtpublishing.com
mailto:graphics@rtpublishing.com
http://www.facebook.com/mandarin
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/stores/jacksonville


Page 4, Mandarin NewsLine • April 2014 • www.MandarinNewsLine.com

From the 
City Council Member’s Desk

By Contributing Writer Matt Schellenberg, City Council Member, District 6

Banking Focused on You
Federally Insured by NCUA

Reloadable Pre-Paid Cards
Whether you need a reloadable card for yourself, or one for a 
family member (or employee) we have a card for you!

Perfect for: You! This card is great 

for travel within the United States, 

shopping online, budgeting, & times 

when you don’t want to carry cash. 

Perfect for: Your children! 

Whether in grade school or 

college. Your Employees! Easy 

expense-account management.

Personalized
reloadable

Safe & Secure: Both cards offer peace-of-mind,  
knowing that should a card ever be lost or stolen you  
can quickly unload it with  a few clicks on your computer. 

Relationship reloadable
personalized

Members: Order Yours
TODAY!

Safer than 

CASH!

Gift cards also available at your Mandarin branch, located at 12250 San Jose Blvd., 32223. 
Personalized cards are ordered online at www.121fcu.org/cards. Not a member? Join Today!

Non-Members:Join Today!

11262 Old St. Augustine Road 
(located next to Hobby Lobby)

Call for Corporate Rates!

www.hiejax.com

Now Open, Completely Remodeled!

We offer complimentary:
 

Mandarin News: The month 
of March started off  busy in 
Mandarin. March 1 was opening 
day for MSA baseball and soft-
ball. I was invited to throw out 
the fi rst pitch to start the games. 
At Alberts Field for baseball: 
high and outside. At Palmetto 
Leaves for fast-pitch softball: 
low and inside. They gave me a 
second chance on the fast-pitch 
softball: a double bouncer—but 
at least it was across the plate! 
Maybe I should practice before 
next year or better yet, stick to 
golf. One other item regarding 
Alberts Field: I’ve pledged a 
portion of the Loblolly Funds to 
help cover the costs of replacing 
the dugouts and repairing other 
necessary items at that park. 
The new playground is in and 
I plan to have the tennis courts 
resurfaced as well. Our parks are 
heavily used and these updates 
are long overdue. 

March 1 was also Flag Day. 
I celebrated the occasion at 
“Tools for a Time.” Sheriff  John 
Rutherford, Mike Weinstein, 
Jerry Holland, the Supervisor 
of Elections, Bill Gulliford, the 
president of the City Council, 
Congressman Ander Crenshaw 
and I enjoyed commemorating 
the fl ag and the sacrifi ce and 
freedom that is represents. A big 
“thank-you” to Geoff  Young-
blood for the use of his facility. 

Finally in March, Emily 
Lisska (a Mandarin resident and 
a great resource on the history 
of Jacksonville) and I enter-
tained 40 students from Loretto 
Elementary at City Hall. I was 
able to get the City Hall staff  to 
open up the Council Chambers 
and let the students sit in the 
Council seats and vote and talk 

as if we were actually in ses-
sion. We were also blessed to 
have Judge Flowers visit and he 
spoke to the students about the 
judiciary role in government. I 
think I had as much fun as the 
kids. I would be delighted to 
welcome any and all students 
and parents to take advantage 
of this opportunity. It’s your 
government and I would gladly 
spend the time with you at City 
Hall.

Don’t forget about the Town 
Hall meeting on April 24 at 
6:00 p.m. at Loretto Elemen-
tary. Mike Sharrit, a Mandarin 
resident who is running for 
Circuit Court Judge, current 
county Judge Gary Flowers 
and Geoff  Youngblood, another 
Mandarin resident running for 
the At-Large seat being vacated 
by Stephen Joost, will each 
speak briefl y at the meeting. 
Assistant Chief Mike Johnson, 
our Zone 3 Commander, who 
covers the Mandarin area, will 
answer questions relating to 

What’s New cont. from pg. 3

What’s New cont. on pg. 5

crime, traffi  c and other issues. 
It will be a very busy town hall 
meeting, but there will still be 
plenty of time to ask questions. 
It starts promptly at 6:00 p.m. 
and ends at 7:30 p.m., but I stay 
until all questions have been 
answered. Please come and join 
the discussion. 

City Hall News: Surprise, 
surprise…the Mayor’s Pension 
Task Force recommended a 
tax increase. As I stated in the 
daily newspaper recently, the 
people who live in Mandarin 
are smart, mobile and can easily 
move across the Julington Creek 
Bridge and not be troubled 
by the ever-increasing taxes 
and debt obligations of Duval 
County. What will the city do 
to cover the tax revenues lost 
when people fl ee the county? 
Increase taxes again? What 
happens then? I don’t know. 
Ask Detroit. 

Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at MattS@coj.net or 
630-1388.

South Mandarin Branch Library 
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
through April 8. For a complete 
list of the free tax assistance 
sites, please visit the library 
website at http://jaxpublicli-
brary.org.

The 46th annual Mandarin 
Art Festival will take place on 
the grounds of the Mandarin 
Community Club, 12447 Man-
darin Road, on April 19 and 20. 
Be sure to include a stop at the 
club table, located in front of 
the main building. Once again 
this year, the Mandarin Commu-

nity Club is sponsoring a prize 
drawing for some fantastic items 
including tickets to the 2014 
Players Championship, a “Dine 
Around Town” gift basket with 
gift cards to some of Jackson-
ville’s most popular restaurants, 
a pair of tickets to a Jacksonville 
Jaguars home game of your 
choice and a framed, signed 
print by popular local pho-
tographer/artist Lee-Margaret 
Borland. Chances are $1/each 
with proceeds from the draw-
ing benefi ting general grounds 
maintenance of the club includ-
ing the adjacent Billard Com-

memorative Park. Also for sale 
at the club table will be a new 
Mandarin Art Festival T-shirt 
featuring the artwork of Man-
darin resident/artist Julie Fetzer. 
For further information on the 
Mandarin Art Festival or Man-
darin Community Club, go to 
www.mandarincommunityclub.
org or call 268-1622.

The Model Citizens of 
Mandarin are looking to re-
cruit new members who enjoy 
building scale models, whether 
plastic, wood or otherwise, to 
join us every Wednesday at the 
Hobby Lobby located on Old St. 
Augustine Road in Mandarin. 
We are into all phases of model 
construction from model cars, 
planes, dioramas and complex 
sailing ship models and every-
thing in between. Meetings last 
from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 
and are held in the store class-
room. If you are new to scale 
model building, we will teach 
you how to build better models. 
If you are an experienced scale 
modeler, we will hold you in the 
highest regard. Membership is 
free! Please call Frank Ryczek, 
Jr. at 262-7942 or Skip Haines at 
219-9594 for more information.

Shuffl  eboard is played on 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. at Manda-
rin Park (south end of Mandarin 
Road) next to the tennis courts 
at the park entrance. Beginners 
are welcome. Just show up, un-
less it rains.

Celebrate the 150th anniver-
sary of the sinking of the Maple 
Leaf with the grand opening of 
a new exhibit about this Civil 
War shipwreck on Friday, April 4 
from 12:00 noon until 7:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, April 5 from 9:00 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. at the Man-
darin Museum and Historical 
Society, located at 11964 Man-
darin Road. The exhibit contains 

rare artifacts and the event will 
include Dr. Keith Holland from 
St. Johns Archaeological Expe-
ditions, Civil War reenactors and 
period music. For additional in-
formation, please call 268-0784 
or visit www.mandarinmuseum.
net.

The MOMS Club of Jackson-
ville/Mandarin-SE off ers support 
for stay at home and part-time 
working moms living in zip code 
32258. With the club you will 
have enriching activities for you 
and your children, during the 
day when you need the most 
support. A sample of activities 
includes park days, beach days, 
monthly socials, playgroups and 
fi eld trips to the zoo and muse-
ums. For additional information, 
please email semandarinmoms@
yahoo.com.

The 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, Jacksonville All Airborne 
Chapter meets on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 
a.m. at Golden Corral on San 
Jose Boulevard. Anyone from 
any branch of service, who 
has graduated from any of the 
military jump schools and is 
qualifi ed to wear their branch of 
services’ Jump Wings, is wel-
come to join the chapter. For 
additional information, please 
contact chapter chairman Emil 
Knowles at 622-6946.

Mark your calendar for 
the North Florida ORCAS Scale 
Model Boat Show and Fun Sail, 
to be held on April 19 from 9:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the Colo-
nial Manor Lake Park (San Jose 
Duck Pond), located at 3625 San 
Jose Boulevard. For additional 
information, please visit www.
northfl oridaorcas.org.

The North Florida Acoustic 

http://www.hiejax.com
http://www.121fcu.org/cards
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From the Florida House

By Contributing Writer Representative 

Charles McBurney, State Representative, 

District 16

Every state Representative 
and Senator has a variety of 
duties and responsibilities they 
are required to perform during 
the regular session. The fi rst and 
most signifi cant responsibil-
ity is passing a balanced State 
budget, which is the legislature’s 
only constitutional requirement. 
Negotiations between the House 
and Senate will take place 
throughout session, all to reach 
the primary goal of a balanced 
budget that eff ectively meets 
the critical needs of our state 
without raising taxes. This year 
as a result of fi scally responsible 
management of the budget, we 
expect to have a signifi cant 
budget surplus of approximately 
$1 billion.

I have the privilege to be 
assigned to many key areas of 
our state’s budgeting process. 
I currently serve on the full 
Appropriations Committee, the 
Joint Legislative Budget Com-
mission and serve as chair 
of the Justice Appropriations 
Subcommittee. The Joint Legis-
lative Budget Commission is a 
constitutional entity comprised 
of House and Senate members, 
who work together to set long 
term budget goals for our state. 
I am proud to be one of the six 
House members who serve on 
the commission.

What’s New cont. from pg. 4

  

HondaOfTheAvenues.com —Monday — Friday 9–9, Saturday 9–8, Sunday Noon–6

Honda of the Avenues 
1-888-801-8449

11333 PHILIPS HIGHWAY

The Honda Giant!At the junction  
of 295 and 
Philips Hwy.

CREDIT  PROBLEMS? 
 CREDIT 

 CREDIT 

Come In, Call, or E-mail… The Credit Doctor!

   or email  dblack@hondaota.com

**CAN NOT COMBINE OFFERS. AD PRICES & PAYMENTS INCLUDE DEALER FEES. ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TAG, LICENSE, TITLE AND STATE FEES (EXCEPT CIVIC & FIT). †36MO./12K PER YEAR LEASES WITH CIVIC, FIT & CR-V $1999 DOWN, ACCORD $2499 DOWN, OD-
YSSEY, PILOT $2999 DOWN + FIRST PAYMENT, LICENSE, TITLE AND TAX DUE AT SIGNING WITH APPROVED CREDIT THROUGH AHFC. ‡ANY DEALER INSTALLED EQUIPMENT IS EXTRA. VALID ON IN STOCK UNITS ONLY THE DAY OF THE SALE. AD VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR 
SALE. *MPG IS BASED ON 2013 EPA HIGHWAY FUEL ECONOMY METHODS BEGINNING WITH 2008 MODELS.  USE FOR COMPARISON ONLY. DO NOT COMPARE TO MODELS BEFORE 2008. MILEAGE WILL VARY DEPENDING ON HOW YOU DRIVE AND MAINTAIN YOUR VEHICLE.

Info, Used Car Photos, Quotes  
and In-Home Delivery All at... 

www.hondaoftheavenues.com

Saturday 8–5 

Too busy to stop in?  Do it all 

If Honda makes it...
Lou Sobh discounts it!

$ ,

Sedan with Automatic, 140-hp 4Cyl. , AM/FM CD/MP3, i-MID with 5-Inch 

LCD Screen, Power Windows, Locks & Mirrors, Side Curtain Air Bags, Keyless Entry, 

Split Folding  Rear Seat, 

Cruise Control, ABS Brakes  &
Much More! #DE091279  $ 49 $ ,

Leather Interior!  185-hp 2.4ltr Engine, Manual Transmission, 16-inch Alloys, Auto 

Climate Control, Rear View Camera, Bluetooth®,  i-MID® Display with 8” Screen, 160 Watt

 AM/FM/CD/MP3, Full Power Package,

Cruise Control, Remote Keyless 

Entry  & Much More! #EA058044 $ 79
Per **†‡

Month

Per **†‡

Month

Per **†‡

MonthPer **†‡

Month
Or Only...

Or 
Only...

*ALL PRE-OWNED PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & DOC FEE. 

%
FINANCING! IN LIEU OF OTHER OFFERS FOR

 LIMITED TERM ON ALL ADVERTISED MODELS
 WITH APPROVED CREDIT**

New 2013 Civic LX 

2011 Hyundai

Tuscon LTD
Leather, Moonroof!  BU211869

$18,990

2013 Scion

FR-S  
Like New! Sharp!, D2703051 

$21,740

2007 LEXUS 

RX350
Loaded, Moonroof! 7003471

$15,490

09 MERCURY

Grand Marquis LS
 V8, RWD, Leather, 9X615316 

$12,990
Cvt., Extra Clean!, 10202329................ $4,995

4 Door, Full Power, 20D02889 ........... $4,995
Leather, 1 Owner, 3X164356 ...... $4,995

Full Power, 7 Pass., 5B41789 .......... $6,995
4 Door, Auto, Full Power, 41A50069 . $7,995

AWD Wagon, 1 Own., 47628214 $7,995
Auto, Full Power, 64K, 8L376519 . $8,995

Leather, Moonroof, 6B052404 ...... $9,985
Luxury Sedan, 54K! 5FN13504 ........ $9,995

 Northstar V8 Luxury! 5016118 ....................

Sedan, Alloys, Auto, 9H351230 ............

 Loaded-up Luxury! 6CK89869 .........................

Automatic, Full Power, BH084077 .....

Spiler, Auto, Full Power, DB049197 ......

Auto, 4cyl., 1 Owner, (U008887 ...............

LX, Auto, Full Power, BG082622...........

BIG MPGs!, C101765 ..............................

Only 18K Miles, Auto, CW270746 .......

 XLE 1 Owner., SAVE! PW02221 .................

 Leather, HD Tow Pkg.!, CR144666 ........

Like New, Auto, Only 16K!, ENR25740 .............

 AWD! Tec & Nav. Pkg., GA000680 .................

 Auto, Full Power, BH516368 ..................

Only 27K Miles, BA063295 ..........

 Leather, Moonroof, AA020087 ......

4 Dr. Auto, Full Power, CA115441 .....

 Navi., Leather, Moonroof,9L013417 ..

 Moonroof, Alloys, BL007082 ..................

 SAVE BIG!, BL007077 .............................

 Leather, Moonroof,BL023239 ............

  Rear DVD, AB096354 .......

BARGAINS UNDER $12,999 CERTIFIED w/ HONDA WARRANTY SPECIALTY CARS & TRUCKS

New 2014 

CR-V LX

New 2014 

Odyssey

**‡ $ ,

**‡ $ ,

FWD with Rear View Camera 
Plus Automatic, AM/FM/CD/MP3, Power 
Windows, Locks & Mirrors,  Side Curtain 
Air Bags, Split Folding Rear Seat, Cruise 
Control, Remote Keyless Entry, ABS Brakes  
& Much More! #EH510871

LX 7 Passenger with V6 Engine, 
Back-Up Camera, Automatic, AM/FM CD/
MP3,Power Windows, Locks & Mirrors, 3 Row 
Side Curtain Air Bags, Split Folding Rear Seat, 
Cruise Control, Remote Keyless Entry, ABS 
Brakes & Much More  #EB013041   

$ 8

$ 55

Per **†‡

Month

Per **†‡

Month

P **†‡

up to

   

Per **†‡

Month

New 2013 Fit
New 2013 FitW/Automatic! 

**‡ $ ,

Five Door, 160-Watt AM/FM CD/MP3, 
Air Conditioning, Power Windows & Locks, 
Side Curtain Air Bags, Manual Trans, Split 
Folding Rear Seat, Cruise Control, Remote 
Keyless Entry, & Much More  #DC079890 160-Watt CD/MP3, Full Power, A/C, Split Folding 

Rear Seat, Cruise, Keyless Entry, & Much More  
#DC076496

Not a Penny More! 
Includes sales tax, tag, title and doc fee!

Not a Penny More! 
Includes sales tax, tag, title and doc fee!

Not a Penny More! 
Includes sales tax, tag, title and doc fee!

Per **†‡

Month

New 2014 

Pilot LX

**‡ $ ,

8 Passenger 2WD with V6, 
Back-Up Camera, Automatic, AM/FM CD/
MP3,Power Windows, Locks & Mirrors, 3 
Row Side Curtain Air Bags, Split Folding 
Rear Seat, Cruise Control, Remote Keyless 
Entry, ABS Brakes & Much More  #EB005012 $ 79 Per **†‡

Month
P **†‡

up to

   
Per **†‡

up to

   

Or Only...

Or Only...Or Only...

Honda Satellite-Linked Navigation!  
+ Leather, Moonroof, 278 HP V6, Alloy 
Wheels, Rearview Camera, Bluetooth®, 16GB HD, I-Mid, 
360-watt AM/FM/CD, Power Heated Front Seats, 

Steering Wheel-Mounted Controls,  & Much More  
#EA006171 White Orchard Met./Ivory  

2014 Accord EX-L V6 

$ ,999

$ 9 Per **†‡

Month

2012 KIA 

Forte EX
Auto, Full Power, C5467504 

$12,990

up to

   

COURT BIG SAVINGS
on Civic, Accord & More!

New 2013 Accord LX-S  S

up to

   

Now! Not a Penny More!

#1 New retail Honda sales 2007—2013 
from American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

2013 
President's 
Award 
Winner

Your #1 Honda Dealer
Has Bracket-Busting,
Top-Seeded Deals!

As chair of the Justice 
Appropriations Subcommit-
tee, I have been tasked with the 
responsibility of overseeing the 
budget of the largest group of 
agencies and largest group of 
state employees in the entire 
state budget, including the De-
partment of Corrections, Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement, the 
court system and the Depart-
ment of Legal Aff airs (Attorney 
General). Last year, our subcom-
mittee proposed a total budget 
of $4.3 billion which included 
funding for over 44,410 posi-
tions. Last year’s budget signifi -
cantly reduced a defi cit in the 
Department of Corrections, tar-
geted maintenance issues unmet 
during the recession and saved 
millions by taking the clerk of 
courts out of the budget. Last 
year’s proposal not only met the 
needs of our state, but also ex-
hibited fi scal responsibility with 
a spending reduction from the 
previous fi scal year. We hope 
to bring to the table this year 
a similar budget for our state 
citizens.

Looking ahead to this 
year’s budget, the legislature 
is fully committed to funding 
the state’s key priorities such 
as public safety, education, 
transportation and economic 
development. I am aware that 

there will be certain areas of 
concern in this year’s budget. 
Some of these areas that are 
already on the horizon include 
early education appropriations, 
changes in insurance funding, 
healthcare access and funding, 
changes in prison population 
and regulations and juvenile 
detention shared cost around 
the state. Along with a budget 
surplus, Florida House Speaker 
Will Weatherford and Florida 
Senate President Don Gaetz 
recently announced their joint 
2014 Work Plan Florida Agenda. 
Along with numerous proposed 
policy changes, the plan an-
nounced a potential $500 mil-
lion in tax and fee cuts from a 
variety of areas in the budget. 
This would reduce the amount 
of taxes and fees being collected 
from Floridians 

Although there is at times 
confl ict between groups regard-
ing the future of our state’s 
budget, I am certain that we all 
will come together in the end to 
develop a balanced budget that 
not only refl ects the needs of 
our state, but delivers a fi scally 
responsible budget to our chil-
dren to ensure them a brighter 
future. We must continue to 
stay true to our fi scal principles 
and budget eff ectively to maxi-
mize every dollar available. 

Neuroma Support Group will 
meet on Saturday, May 3, 2014 
at 1:00 p.m. at Mandarin United 
Methodist Church, located at 
11270 San Jose Boulevard. 
Please call 287-8132 for addi-
tional information.

The Mandarin Chapter of 
AARP meets the third Friday 
of every month at 2:00 p.m. at 
Augustine Landing, located at 
10141 Old St. Augustine Road. 
We are a non-profi t, non-
partisan membership organiza-
tion, affi  liated with the na-
tional AARP. Our activities and 
programs are designed to help 
people age 50 and over improve 
the quality of their lives. This 
month’s meeting will be held 
on Friday, April 18 with a guest 
speaker from “The House that 
Love Built,” the Ronald McDon-
ald House. Visitors are welcome!

The April general meeting of 
the All Star Quilters Guild will 
be held on Monday, April 21 at 
9:30 a.m. in the First Christian 
Church, located at 11924 San 
Jose Boulevard. There will be an 
informative program on quilting 
and “Show and Tell” of mem-
bers’ work. Visitors are welcome. 
For more information, please 
contact Dot Butler at 642-6574 
or visit www.orgsites.com/fl /all-
starquiltguild.

The Italian American Club is 
getting many requests for rentals 
for weddings, anniversaries and 
birthday parties. We have a new 
rental agent, Wanda Freay, who 
will be glad to help you plan 
your big event. For further in-
formation about the club, please 
call 268-2882 or visit www.ia-
cofjacksonville.com. The club is 
the best kept secret in Mandarin.

Mandarin Garden Club’s an-
nual Garden Festival and Plant 

Sale will be held on Saturday, 
April 26 from 8:00 a.m. un-
til 2:00 p.m. at the clubhouse, 
located at 2892 Loretto Road. 
Admission is free and there is 
plenty of parking next door at 
the Masonic Lodge. Inside the 
clubhouse will be overfl owing 
with a wide selection of reason-
ably priced plants that grow 
very well right here in Manda-
rin. Outside will be vendors sell-
ing the most wonderful garden-
ing related items and there will 
be a barbeque lunch available to 
purchase. Free coff ee and water 
are available inside the build-
ing. Enjoy touring the beautiful 
garden club grounds that are 
tended by Duval County Mas-
ter Gardeners! For additional 
information, please contact 
info@mandaringardenclub.org 
or 268-1192.

The Duval County Extension 
Master Gardeners are off ering 
Plant Clinics at the following 
locations on Saturday, March 
29, 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
at Hagan Ace Hardware on 

San Jose Boulevard, Hall’s Ace 
Hardware on San Jose Boulevard 
and the Lowe’s Store on Oldfi eld 
Crossing in Mandarin. They will 
be answering your gardening 
questions, giving out garden-
ing publications and accepting 
soil samples for pH only. If you 
would like directions on how to 
take a soil sample, please visit: 
http://duval.ifas.ufl .edu/docu-
ments/Howtotakeasoiltestsam-
pleweb.pdf.

The April meeting of the 
River City Women’s Club will 
close out this year with the 
installation of offi  cers for the 
coming year. The 10:30 a.m. 
luncheon meeting will be held 
at the Mandarin Ramada Inn on 
Wednesday April 16. Checks will 
also be presented to representa-
tives for our chosen charities for 
this year, Safe Harbor Boys Club 
and the Duval County Council of 
the PTA Eyeglass Fund for Chil-
dren. The cost of the luncheon is 
$16. For reservations, please call 
267-8719. For other information, 
please call 288-0078.

The Friends of South 
Mandarin Library are smelling 
popcorn! We think a popcorn 
machine would brighten up 
the Children’s Department, so 
we are working on fi nding the 
proper one. Our June Book 
sale will help fund this project. 
Mark your calendar for June 21 
and 22, for the second annual 
Book Sale. The group meets on 
the second Thursday of each 
month in the library at 2:15 
p.m., following the Book Club. 
Please join us and support your 
cultural home at South Manda-
rin Library!

The Mandarin Women’s 
Club is fortunate to have as 
guest speaker at their April 24 
luncheon J. Perry Smith, author 
of the book “The Unlikely 
Priest.” Smith is a Vietnam 

veteran, married and a dad and 
was a CIA Operations Offi  cer 
before spending 22 years as an 
FBI Agent. Later, he was or-
dained an Episcopal priest and 
he recently retired after serving 
fi ve years as Canon Pastor at 
St. John’s Cathedral in Jackson-
ville. The luncheon will be held 
at the Ramada Inn Mandarin 
with the doors opening at 10:30 
a.m. The price to attend is $16; 
reservations are required and 
can be made by calling Marilyn 
at 260-8431 by Thursday, April 
17. The Mandarin Women’s 
Club is a social club with nu-
merous activities and is open 
to all women no matter where 
they live and we’re always 
eager to meet new friends! For 
further information about the 
club and how to join, please 
call Diane at 880-5354.

http://www.hondaoftheavenues.com
http://www.rivergarden.org
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at the historic

Mandarin Community Club ~ 12447 Mandarin Rd.

1st and 3rd 
Sunday of every 

month*
Noon to 4 p.m.
A
to 4to 4

Interested vendors, call (904) 607-9935Interested vendors, call (904) 607-9935

 

Ancient Oaks Arts 
and Farmers Market

*The weekend of April 19 and 20 features the 46th Annual Mandarin Art Festival

Next Markets April 6, May 4 and May 18 ~ June 1 and June 15

!Local

Spa Manicure  
$15

Gel Manicure  
$20

Deluxe Manicure  
$25

Spa Pedicure  
$20

Hot Stone Pedicure  
$25

Deluxe Pedicure  
$30

Full Set Acrylic Nails  
$25 

Fill $18

Full Set Gel Nails  
$35 

Fill $25

9889 San Jose Boulevard

904-329-2573
www.adriennemichelle.com

5111-18 Baymeadows Rd.
Near Old Kings Rd. S.

Next to Raja Indian Grocery

904.731.7010
www.sushilabeautycare.com

FULL SALON & SPA

10%-15% off
All Products

5111-18 Baymeadows Rd.
904.731.7010

With this coupon. Not valid with other 
offers or prior purchases. EXP 4/30/14 Endulge in Exotic Beauty Treatments

Watch our “Sushila’s 
Beauty Care” & “The 

Art of Eyebrow 
Threading” Videos on 

YOUTUBE

5111 18 B d Rdd

Now Offering:  
Hair, Skin & Nail Services,Waxing,  

Bridal Makeup, Henna Tattoos,  
Eyebrow Threading

Dermalogica Skin Care Products,  
Jane Iredale Makeup and  

Gehwol Foot Care Products

Duval Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board update
By Contributing Writer Greg Tison

After a long and hard 
winter this season, springtime 
is fi nally beginning to show its 
arrival in our area. Trees and 
fl owers are starting to bloom 
out and how refreshing it is to 
see the change of season.

Last month I told you about 
the then-upcoming Fred B. 
Miller Jr. Envirothon for high 
school students. That event was 
held on March 6. Although the 
weather was cold and rainy, it 
did not dampen the competitive 
spirit of the students. Over 200 
students from area high schools 
came together on the grounds 
of the Diamond D Ranch on 
Jacksonville’s Westside to learn 
and test their skills in areas of 
forestry, soils, aquatics, wildlife 
and a current issue.

Congratulations and hats 
off  to the participating stu-
dents from Atlantic Coast High 
School who won fi rst, second 
and third place in the compe-

Limousine liberals are 
often greatly in favor of public 
transportation, as long as it 
doesn’t have a direct impact on 
them where they live. Liber-
als love public transportation 
because it seems so democratic 
when everyone rides in the 
same vehicle. Cities which have 
robust public transportation 
systems usually have stronger 
systems in lower income areas, 
with barely enough routes in 
higher income areas to provide 
necessary service for maids and 
gardeners.

But, in these extraordinary 
times, more and more people 
across the board are becoming 

tition. All students and their 
teachers from all the schools 
who competed are to be con-
gratulated for their outstand-
ing work that day. All students 
from all the schools were very 
respectful and well mannered. 
Their schools and especially 
the parents have reason to be 
very proud. Young people today 
don’t receive much credit today 
on the behavior side, but seeing 
this group of kids should give 
us all hope for nation’s future. 
These students are the academic 
leaders of their schools. They 
are great role models for their 
peers.

For a few hours on that day 
these students were exposed to 
our natural environment setting 
and they also saw a way of 
life – life on a farm and ranch. 
After all, that way of life and 
hard work is what built our 
country. As the manager of the 
Jacksonville Farmers Market, I 

frequently give tours to small 
children, mostly preschool and 
grade school. Unfortunately, 
most of them can only compre-
hend that their food comes from 
Wal-Mart. They don’t seem to 
understand that it originated on 
a farm somewhere.

But the Envirothon event 
gives our kids a broader under-
standing of how our environ-
ment works together to produce 
the things that sustain our lives. 
I look forward to next year’s 
event seeing more students 
involved. I would also like to 
say thank you to Michael and 
Galynna Griffi  n for hosting this 
year’s event at the Diamond D 
Ranch.

If you have any questions 
concerning the Duval Soil and 
Water Conservation District or 
the Envirothon Event, please 
feel free to email me at lgti-
son@bellsouth.net. 

See you next month!  

Political Commentary

Liberals love public transportation because 
it seems so democratic
By J. Bruce Richardson

aware of the benefi ts of public 
transportation not as a primary 
means of transportation, but as 
a welcome means of choice for 
alternative transportation.

Sadly, traveling by local 
bus usually equates to traveling 
with people who can’t aff ord 
to own a car, especially in the 
south. We’ve never crossed 
the line to understand public 
transportation can equal free-
dom from exorbitant gas prices, 
soaring insurance costs and 
ever-escalating maintenance 
costs on high tech vehicles.

Denizens of urban areas of-
ten own a personal vehicle, but 
only use it when convenient, 
not as daily transportation. It’s 
tough for those accustomed to 
having an iron steed waiting in 
the driveway to spend 20 bucks 
for a cab ride or to take public 
transportation instead of simply 
driving themselves. But, when 
you add up the cost of gas, 
insurance, maintenance and 
general wear and tear on a car, 
20 bucks for a cab ride may be 
a bargain and a couple of bucks 
for a bus ride can be a gift.

One of the things keep-
ing public transportation at a 
minimum in Jacksonville is the 
availability of cheap or free 
parking. In large cities, high 
hourly and daily costs of park-
ing a car forces drivers to think 
about public transportation.

Getting to the crossing 
point of a city being friendly 
to both cars and public trans-
portation is tough. When you 
have nearly useless demonstra-
tion projects like the Skyway 
Express, it’s easy to understand 
why politicians are reluctant 
to invest in new transit sys-
tems. If the Skyway Express 
was doubled in size, running 
to San Marco Square, down 
Riverside Avenue and over to 
the EverBank Field complex, it 
may have a chance to become 
viable. But, it was built too 
small and has become a fi nan-
cial lemon. The question now 
is, who’s going to have the guts 

to make it the size it needs to 
be on the hope it will become 
successful?

A younger generation is 
becoming less enchanted with 
private automobile ownership 
and relying more on transit. If 
they stick to current patterns, 
public transportation may blos-
som. An older generation of 
car-loving drivers is going to 
have to enter retirement homes 
before that happens.

The second thing which 
must happen is a change in 
cultural attitudes. Public trans-
portation must no longer be 
considered just a conveyance 
for maids and gardeners. Is it a 
racist thing? Probably. For all 
of the false accusations of rac-
ism thrown around these days 
without regard to truth, that is 
probably one that can stick.

J. Bruce Richardson is a 
longtime journalist and consul-
tant who writes in Jacksonville 
print publications exclusively 
for RT Publishing, Inc. He has 
led projects in Washington 
as well as Ottawa, Canada, 
and authors an Internet-based 
transportation column which is 
read in more than 60 countries. 
He lives and works in Jackson-
ville.

Demonstrating a continu-
ing commitment to long-term 
springs protection, the St. Johns 
River Water Management Dis-
trict’s governing board recently 
approved a proclamation desig-
nating April as Springs Protec-
tion Awareness Month. The 
designation is expected to help 
increase awareness about the 
importance of Florida’s springs 
and encourage residents and 
stakeholders to participate in 
enhancing the quality and fl ow 
of springs.

Senator Charles Dean has 
proposed a resolution to the 
Florida Legislature declaring 
April as Springs Protection 
Awareness Month. Water man-
agement districts across the state 
are joining him in recognizing 
the importance of increasing 
public awareness about the 
value of springs.

The District has been work-
ing with other agencies for 
many years through various 
programs to increase knowledge 
and understanding about the re-
gion’s springs, while also work-
ing to protect springs systems. 
The District launched a Springs 
Protection Initiative in 2012 that 
combines science, projects, plan-
ning and regulatory programs 
to reduce nitrate loading and 
protect spring fl ows.

The initiative brings togeth-
er science, District regulatory 
programs, projects and outreach 
in a focused approach to achieve 

Springs Protection 
Awareness Month adopted
By Contributing Writer Teresa H. Monson, St. Johns River Water 
Management District

springs protection. Currently, 
nine springs protection proj-
ects are under way in the Silver 
Springs, Wekiwa Spring and 
Volusia Blue Spring systems.

“Nearly $47 million has 
been committed this fi scal year 
to springs cost-share projects 
within the St. Johns District,” 
said Casey Fitzgerald, director of 
the Springs Protection Initiative. 
“By adopting this proclamation, 
the district governing board ex-
presses its commitment to con-
serve and restore the ecological 
balance of the springs’ systems, 
which also supports Floridians’ 
quality of life and our regional 
economy.” 

The District is actively pur-
suing additional springs protec-
tion projects for a new round 
of cost-share funding, to which 
the District has dedicated $13 
million in its preliminary budget 
for the fi scal year that begins 
October 1, 2014. Governor Rick 
Scott has recommended $55 
million for springs protection 
and restoration in his fi scal year 
2014-2015 proposed budget.

Visit fl oridaswater.com/
springs/initiative.html for more 
information about the District’s 
work to protect springs.

Bring business 
to your door!

Advertise in 
Mandarin NewsLine

886-4919

http://www.adriennemichelle.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.sushilabeautycare.com
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New More Convenient Hours!
Appointments as Early as
6:30am & as Late as 6pm!

 No Insurance? 
Affordable Dental Coverage 
as Low as $17/mo. 

Same-Day Appointments
Emergencies Welcome

New Patients Always Welcome!

We Will Maximize Your Insurance Benefits!

12058 San Jose Boulevard
Suite 102

Jacksonville, FL 32223

(904) 880-3131
www.KrantzDentalCare.com

copyright © 2013 chrisad, inc., all rights reserved.

12412 San Jose Blvd, #404

Unity Chiropractic

Family Chiropractic Office emphasizing on  
women’s health

??

904-379-6988??

OPENING SOON!

Dr Natasha K. Musser
Chiropractor

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

$3 Off 
Lunch or 

Dinner Special
with purchase of 

two lunch or 
dinner entrees

Excludes Speedy Gonzalez 

and Daily Lunch Specials.

Good with coupon only,

Expires 4/30/14.

Happy Easter from

MMMMMMMMM
Authentic Mexican Cuisine

Margarita Monday $3.00 all day
with purchase of an entree or appetizer

Sedi’s Custom Tailoring
Complete Alteration Services

Mandarin Outback Plaza

9825 San Jose Blvd. Suite 27

Jacksonville, FL 32257

(904) 235-7050
Ask For Sedi

Mon- Fri 9am -6pm | Sat- 10am-2pm | Sunday- Closed

*New Location*

27

unday- Closed

10% off  

Prom Dress 

& Tuxedo  

Alterations

Baptist Health is using a 
new advanced computer-aided 
detection system to assist radi-
ologists in helping to identify 
breast cancer earlier in women. 
The system, developed by 
VuCOMP, is called M-Vu CAD 
and works by analyzing mam-
mographic images and marking 
areas of suspicion using sophis-
ticated mathematical algorithms.

Baptist Health is also us-
ing in tandem with M-Vu CAD 
another tool called M-Vu Breast 
Density to evaluate the appear-
ance of structures and textures 
in the breast to diff erentiate 
between fatty and dense regions. 
While a few other hospitals in 
Florida use VuCOMP’s advanced 
computer-aided detection, Bap-
tist Health is the fi rst in north-
east Florida to use the technol-
ogy and the fi rst in the state to 
use VuCOMP’s automated breast 
density, according to the compa-
ny. The technology is being used 
at all of Baptist Health’s mam-
mography sites at Baptist Medi-
cal Center Jacksonville, Baptist 
Medical Center South, Baptist 
Medical Center Beaches, Baptist 
Medical Center Nassau and the 
Baptist Clay Medical Campus.

“We are very pleased that 
Baptist Health has decided to 
bring to its patients M-Vu CAD 
and M-Vu Breast Density, two 
powerful imaging technologies 
for the early detection of breast 
cancer,” said Jeff rey Wehnes, 
president/CEO of VuCOMP. 
“Baptist is the fi rst provider in 
Florida to have the pair. This 

If you could invest in one 
change in Jacksonville and that 
one change could improve your 
fi nancial health and the fi nan-
cial health of the city, could 
improve your quality of life and 
could decrease everybody’s use 
of our natural resources, would 
you make the investment? Sev-
eral major American cities are 
already making that investment 
– they’re strengthening their 
public transportation infrastruc-
ture.

A recent report by the non-
profi t, non-partisan American 
Public Transportation Associa-
tion shows Americans riding 
buses, trains and subways in 
numbers not seen since 1956 
– the year suburban growth 
exploded and sucked the life 
from many city centers. For 
public transportation advocates, 
this is good news: people across 
America – people in red states 
like Texas, in blue states like 
New York and in purple states 
like Florida – want to use public 
transportation.

People want to use public 
transportation because they see 
the benefi ts to their personal 
pocketbooks. Instead of spend-
ing money on things like car 
insurance, car maintenance and 
gas, people can save that money 
or spend it in other ways. Many 
cities also see the budget-
ary benefi ts of quality public 
transportation because they can 
reduce spending on endless road 
construction and maintenance 
costs. Other cities recognize 
the broader economic benefi ts 
of quality public transporta-
tion: getting lots of people with 
diff erent skills and expertise to 
work in a vibrant area – a task 
dependent on quality public 
transportation – boosts a re-
gion’s wages and productivity.

People using public trans-
portation also see how public 

Computer-aided technology 
assists radiologists

demonstrates a strong commit-
ment to off ering patient access 
to the most advanced breast 
imaging tools available.”

Christine Granfi eld, MD, 
medical director of Breast 
Imaging for Baptist Health, 
said VuComp’s new system is 
more accurate at highlighting 
abnormalities, calcifi cations or 
masses. 

“VuCOMP utilizes the most 
advanced aerospace digital 
informatics in their technology,” 
Dr. Granfi eld said. “VuCOMP, 
compared to other Computer-
Aided Detection (CAD) compa-
nies utilized, off ers a far supe-
rior product with more accurate 
marks and far fewer erroneous 
marks as we have seen in other 
products. The technology is 
like having another set of eyes 
to look at the images. We are 
excited to be the only Health 
System/Center in northeast 
Florida utilizing this advanced 
technology.”

The added breast density 
technology also helps to more 
accurately assess a patient’s 
level of breast density, Dr. 
Granfi eld said, which can be 
important information for the 
referring physician regarding 
managing the patient’s care.

“The future of early detec-
tion lies in the hands of radiolo-
gists equipped with advanced 
imaging and analysis tools,” 
Dr. Granfi eld said. “With these 
advanced tools, they will further 
help extend lives, shorten treat-
ment times and reduce costs.”

Political Commentary

Want to improve our city? Hop on the bus!
By David Milton

transportation contributes to 
a higher quality of life. For 
example, instead of staring aim-
lessly at taillights during your 
commute, you could catch the 
bus and work, read, text or day-
dream during your ride. Having 
a sense of place also improves 
the quality of life. When your 
eyes are glued to the road, you 
don’t get to see your surround-
ings, but when you’re able to 
gaze out the window, you’ll see 
things you wouldn’t usually get 
to see. You get to know your 
city. Quality public transporta-
tion also leads to more biking or 
walking and each of us knows 
how good it feels to get even a 
little bit of exercise.

Finally, proponents of 
public transportation recognize 
the numerous environmental 
benefi ts of public transportation. 
Widespread public transporta-
tion means lower demand for oil 
– a fi nite resource. Additionally, 
the use of public transportation 
takes one vehicle – and its ac-
companying pollution – off  the 
road. 

Some will object. They’ll say 
public transportation is too un-
dependable or doesn’t take them 
where they need to go. Those 
objections identify real problems 
that must be resolved, but those 

problems are solvable. Others 
will claim that public transpor-
tation is a taxpayer-subsidized 
boondoggle. It’s true, public 
transportation doesn’t usually 
turn a profi t; however, invest-
ments in public transportation 
pay off  in many other ways: 
quality public transportation 
saves money, boosts quality of 
life and saves our environment.

We’re improving our public 
transportation infrastructure, 
but that progress is occasionally 
hampered by political opportun-
ists and a lack of political will. 
If we want Jacksonville to con-
tinue to prosper, we must invest 
in quality public transportation. 
After all, it takes money to make 
money. 

Dave Milton is a husband, 
father and local attorney who’s 
interested in doing his part to 
make sure Jacksonville is a city 
where every person feels at home 
and every person has a chance 
to pursue his or her American 
Dream. When Dave isn’t with 
his family or at work, he’s in-
volved with his church, scouting 
and other civic and non-profi t 
organizations. If you have any 
thoughts or other comments 
to share, please email Dave at 
davidm.milton@gmail.com.

is the cake walk.”
Some have been coming to 

opening day at MAA for quite a 
while.

“I grew up playing base-
ball at MAA, with my dad as a 
coach,” said Jason Sparks, now 
coaching his son with the Gators 
T-Ball team. “I love to work with 
the youth of Mandarin.”

MAA is a not-for-profi t or-
ganization run by volunteers. It 
is in charge of running the base-
ball program at Burnett Park 
and Greenland Park as well as 
all maintenance at the ball park 
except lights and trash. While 
registration fees pay for day-to-
day costs, improvements to the 
park are paid for by fundraisers. 

Family Fun Day is one of 
MAA’s main fund raisers.

“Fundraising is extremely 
important to keep the park 
running,” said event organizer 
Margery Macklin. “The money 
that we receive from fundraising 
goes to the maintenance of the 
park, equipment for the kids and 
all the necessities to keep MAA 
baseball an enjoyable experience 
for the whole family.”

MAA youth athletic orga-
nization that oversees several 
sports programs – baseball, foot-
ball/cheer and fl ag football. For 
more information about MAA 
baseball, visit the website at 
www.letsgomaa.org or Facebook 
at MAA jax.Baseball. 

MAA cont. from pg. 1

http://www.KrantzDentalCare.com
http://www.donjuansjax.com
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Dr. Bruce Sambursky
Chiropractic Physician

Over 25 Years
of ExperienceSambursky Chiropractic, LLC

683-4376 
See the Doctor today!

Immediate same day appointments available.

No Insurance? Cash Discount Program available. 
12421 San Jose Blvd. #300 (just North of Sonny’s BBQ)

Serving the Mandarin and Julington Creek area.
www.backbonejax.com

Stop suffering from:

    

Now 
accepting 
Blue Care 

HMO!

JAX Chamber 
Annual Trade Show

Top 3 Reasons to Exhibit at JAX Chamber Annual Trade Show

1. Increase Visibility to Your Targeted Market
This event is open to the public. Get your message 
out there! Reach more than 300 area business 
professionals, entrepreneurs and community residents.

2. Build Your Prospect List
All exhibitors receive a complimentary attendee list 
and copies of all business cards collected at the door.

3. Obtain a Return on Investment
          One member’s $300 investment in a booth resulted in
          $10,000 contract. 

March 28, 2014: Deadline to register a booth 
Call 904.273.5366 | Email : beaches@myjaxchamber.com

www.myjaxchamber.com

University Center at UNF | 12000 Alumni Dr. 
 Jacksonville, FL 32224

Tuesday, April 22, 2014, 5-8 p.m.

Sponsors: Business Advantage Magazine |  Jacksonville Magazine 
 PRI Productions |  YP.com  

VARSITY
INSURANCE, INC.

Call 268-6365
 

Your local independent insurance agent since 2003

You might find less expensive home insurance . . . 

But Tom saved $50,000 on his last  
storm claim!

Don’t wait to find out what you need now but may be missing!

“It’s not easy being green,” 
but Duval County Public 
Schools has met the challenge 
and recent state reports indi-
cate it is working! Based on 
the recently released Florida 
Department of Education an-
nual District Energy Cost and 
Plan Maintenance Report, 
Duval County Public Schools 
is the third lowest of 67 school 
districts in the state for energy 
costs per full time equivalent 
(FTE) and near the bottom third 
on cost per square foot. This 
accomplishment is meaningful 
and bolsters the 20th largest 
school district in the nation’s 
eff orts to promote a culture of 
conservation within its commu-
nity of schools and administra-
tive offi  ces.

The North Florida Women’s 
Chorale (NFWC) is now joy-
fully rehearsing for a concert 
they are excited to present to 
audiences in Jacksonville and 
in St. Augustine in the spring 
of 2014. The 30-voice chorale, 
under the direction of Kerry 
Fradley with Maureen Rhodes 
accompanying, will perform 
“Chocolates and Other Delights,” 

New Christian business website off ers 
sneak peek

Jax Christian Business, who 
launched their online directory 
website in December 2013, is 
hosting a gala event on Tuesday 
evening, May 6 to off er local 
business and church leaders a 
sneak peek at their remodeled 
design and to raise awareness 
about how the website can help 
them increase business and 
promote their public events. 
The live web demonstration is 
the focal point of an evening 
of music, food, high-end raffl  e 
prizes and sponsor showcases.

Churches that hold public 
events and Christian business 
leaders in every industry are 
welcome to attend. The demon-
stration will illustrate features 
like special off ers, self-managed 

accounts, a community events 
calendar, and customer reviews. 
Jax Christian Business will also 
reveal plans for monthly events 
to showcase directory members 
and provide networking and 
referral opportunities.

The project is headed 
by Lynn Erhorn, a Christian 
counselor and life coach with 
a background in the New York 
corporate arena.

She says, “I’m passionate 
about cultivating and preserv-
ing a spirit of excellence in 
each individual I work with. 
Jax Christian Business gives 
me the opportunity to do that 
in the business world and on a 
much greater scale. I’m call-
ing for the community to rally 

around great customer service 
and around ethics in business 
based on biblical principles and 
devotion to God.”

She sees the website becom-
ing the place Jacksonville will 
go fi rst to fi nd out what’s hap-
pening in the faith community 
through the events calendar and 
to fi nd their next hair dresser, 
real estate agent, doctor or at-
torney through the directory.

Gala sponsors include Gor-
don Conwell Theological Semi-
nary and 4Rivers Smokehouse 
and local worship leader Karen 
Hornsby is among the musical 
guests. Tickets for the limited-
seating event can be purchased 
at https://jcbgala.eventbrite.
com.

North Florida Women’s Chorale announces 
spring concert

a program celebrating many of 
life’s simple sweetnesses. It will 
include songs of the bittersweet, 
such as Life Has Loveliness, Ubi 
Caritas and Tiger; and songs 
of aspects dark and light, such 
as Nigra Sum, Hot Chocolate 
and the calypso-esque Buy Me 
Chocolate.

The chorale will fi rst per-
form “Chocolates and Other 
Delights” on Sunday, April 27 at 
3:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church located at 3976 Hen-

dricks Avenue.
As part of St. Augustine’s 

Romanza Festivale, the chorale 
will also perform “Chocolates 
and Other Delights” on Satur-
day, May 17 at 12:30 p.m. at 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
located at 32 Sevilla Street in 
St. Augustine.

Both events are free and 
open to the public.

For more information about 
NFWC, please see our website, 
www.womenschorale.org.

Duval schools earn results that could make 
some “green” with envy

“We are pleased to see 
that our conservation eff orts 
and thoughtful planning are 
reaping positive results,” said 
Superintendent Nikolai P. Vitti. 
“This report shows our eff ective 
management of resources and 
proactive approach to reduc-
ing costs, particularly in energy 
conservation. It is also reward-
ing to know that we as a com-
munity, including students, are 
working together to conserve 
and protect our resources while 
at the same time, creating a 
healthier environment for our-
selves and future generations.” 

Superintendent Vitti has 
recommended and the Du-
val County School Board has 
approved several energy and 
water conservation projects 

starting in the spring of 2012 
that have helped achieve these 
exceptional energy conserva-
tion results. These projects 
possess paybacks of four years 
or less which eff ectively reduces 
their costs to zero. 

In 2010, the district founded 
the Green Champions program 
as a way to engage school 
occupants in a district-wide 
sustainability initiative, “The 
Greening of DCPS.” Central 
offi  ce personnel reached out 
to school-based personnel to 
recruit earth-friendly teachers 
and staff  who would champion 
green, sustainable practices 
in their schools. The response 
was overwhelming and the 
Green Champions’ network was 
established. The program goals 

are to reduce costs by eliminat-
ing waste, conserve natural 
resources, and incorporate sus-
tainability into the curriculum 
allowing students to engage in 
these eff orts. 

The Green Champions’ 
program has produced tan-
gible results since its inception. 
Energy and water consumption 
have declined by more than 35 
percent. Recycling quantities 
are increasing, and solid waste 
quantities are decreasing, con-
tributing to cost savings that 
are redirected to critical district 
programs. Duval County Public 
Schools won Florida’s Best 
Green School District Award in 
2012 and won Florida’s Sus-

tainability Legacy Award in 
2013 in recognition of these 
eff orts. 

The annual District Energy 
Cost and Plan Maintenance 
State Report can be found at 
www.fl doe.org/edfacil/aemor.
asp. 

Advertise in

Mandarin 
NewsLine
It’s good for

business!

886-4919

There were 2,728 new list-
ings added to inventory in Feb-
ruary; an 11.9 percent increase 
over February 2013. Despite the 
jump in sellers deciding that 
now is the time to make their 
move, overall inventory fell 3.5 
percent year over year to come 
in at 9,324 homes. The reduced 
inventory equates to just 4.9 
months supply.

Closed sales increased 1.7 
percent year over year, with 
1,550 sales taking place in Feb-
ruary. The closed sales mix for 
the month was 851 traditional 
and 699 lender mediated (45.1 
percent lender mediated).

Median sales price for all of 
February sales was $138,743, 
nudging up slightly from last 
February’s $137,050. The me-
dian sales price varied markedly 
between the two sales types, 
however: $192,750 for tradi-

NEFAR releases February 
2014 housing sales results

tional sales and $76,100 for 
lender mediated sales.

Interest in buying a home 
continues to be high, indicated 
by 2,076 pending sales for the 
month; a 14.1 percent increase 
over the 1,819 pending sales of 
February 2013.

2014 NEFAR President 
Linda McMorrow says, “New 
listings coming onto the market 
are more traditional sales, less 
lender mediated. Of the 2,728 
new listings in February, just 
34.7 percent (946) were lender 
mediated while 1,782 were 
traditional. This is positive news 
that bodes well for Northeast 
Florida’s future.”    

February 2014 real estate 
sales and activity is available 
from the Northeast Florida As-
sociation of Realtors on NEFAR.
com. 

http://www.myjaxchamber.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.backbonejax.com
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Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry
Exams and Cleanings
Placing and Restoring Dental Implants 

Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening
Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Located in the Memorial Imaging Center
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

 www.florodental.com
Preferred Provider of Most Major Dental Insurance

New Patient Special

$99
Exam, Digital X-Rays

This offer is exclusive to self-pay patients and may 
not be used with any insurance program.  
Must present coupon. Expires 4-30-14.

Whitening for Life!

Reg. $180 $99  
Contact the office for details.

Must present coupon. Expires 4-30-14.
Dr. Brian Floro D.M.D. P.A.Dr. Brian Floro D.M.D. P.A.

Fresh Start Veggies
Fresh, local, seasonal produce

Organics when available

Affiliated with Fresh Start  

 Hydroponics Farm 

Special requests

1820 SR 13 South, # 11 | Switzerland, FL 32259
Bayside Village (next to the Kangaroo Store)

Michael Forbes owner/operator 

Call 287-5000
Hours: Closed Monday. Tuesday~ Friday, 10 am-7 pm;  

Saturday, 10 am-4 pm; Sunday, 10 am-2 pm

Fresh Start Hydroponics is back in the neighborhood!
Buy our produce at:

Sheffi
eld Rd.

SR 13

Bayside Blvd.

Orange Cove Rd.

Yoga
den Yoga Den Studios

Beginner and all Level classes:  
Yoga Basics,  Restorative Yoga, Mind Body Yoga, 
Yin Yoga

High energy, heated classes:  
Power Vinyasa, Bhakti Power, Yogalates, Hard 
Core, Yoga Burn

Prenatal Yoga Sundays at 4pm

Want to teach Yoga or deepen your own 
practice?  
Teacher Training at the 200hr and 500hr level, 
certifying teachers for 10 years
- Weekend and Summer Intensive Formats
- Yoga Alliance recognized since 2004

Introductory Offer~5 classes for $25  
Student and military discounts!

Over 40 classes a week, from 6am  
to 7:45pm!

Fleming Island Studio Now Open!

First class always FREE!

www.yoga-den.com

 (904) 268-8330

Krishna

Das 

coming  

April 4

Yoga Den Studio and Boutique, 
Proudly serving Jacksonville and  

St. Johns for over 11 years! 

(904) 716-7861 
John Zarou

Business Broker 
jzarou@tworld.com

Call me today for a FREE  

Thinking of Buying or 
Selling a Business?

Over 30 years experience:
 Managerial Accounting Services

 

 

Jim Taylor at 904.705.1692 

Husband and wife team 
Louis Zhang and Kham Gin 
recently opened Thai Cuisine 
Noodle House in the Medical 
and Merchants Center on San 
Jose Boulevard in Mandarin. 
This family-owned eatery is the 
third Thai restaurant the couple 
has owned; they had very good 
reviews from restaurants in 
Daytona Beach and on Beach 
Boulevard before opening here 
in Mandarin. Louis Zhang and 
Kham Gin are originally from 
Thailand and have been in this 
country for over 10 years.

Kham Gin is the chef and 
she cooks the food in the 
northeastern Thai style, with 
rich and natural fl avors. She 
specializes in using natural 
herbs, coconut milk instead 
of dairy and there is never 
any MSG added. All meals are 
freshly prepared and cooked to 
order.

The Southeast Region 
Libraries have joined forces to 
bring you the very fi rst an-
nual Humor Fest. Plan to visit 
the four branches (San Marco, 
Mandarin, South Mandarin and 
Southeast) for programs during 
this month-long event. All you 
need to bring is your sense of 
humor. Everyone knows laugh-
ter is good for the soul, and it’s 
also a great way to get kids into 
reading! Humor Fest is sure to 
put a smile on your face but 
don’t be surprised if fi nd your-
self chuckling, howling or guf-
fawing. We’ll tickle your funny 
bone with silly jokes, ridiculous 
riddles and crazy cartoons. From 
laugh-out-loud movies to hilari-
ous shows, anything goes when 
you join the sidesplitting fun at 
Joke Fest, Improv Night, Film 
Fest and more. Caution: Attend 
at your own risk. The following 
programs could make you smile, 
laugh or giggle uncontrollably.

Joke Fest (For parents and 
children ages 3 –11): Saturday, 
March 29 at 11:00 a.m., South-
east Regional Library. Come join 
us for a morning of laughs at 
our fi rst annual celebration of 
children’s humor. Parents and 
children are invited to choose 
a joke to share from our joke 
box. Our celebrity hosts are the 
Greenfi eld Elementary School 
“Joke Masters” who have been 
chosen by the school to show off  
the reading and public speaking 
skills they learned from studying 

Be sure to visit the new 
local Thai restaurant

Louis Zhang’s favorite 
menu item is on the Chef’s 
Special menu, #069—Basil and 
Chili Sizzling Fish. He invites 
you to try it and see if you 
agree!

The Thai Cuisine Noodle 
House, with its appealing blue 
color scheme, has a warm and 
cozy feel, perfect for a memo-
rable dining experience. There 
is also a back room that is 
great for private parties.

Louis Zhang and Kham Gin 
say that they enjoy running 
the restaurant and fi nd it to 
be a lot of fun to serve people. 
Additionally, they enjoy fi nd-
ing special fl avors to cook 
with so that they can prepare 
wonderful dishes to tempt their 
customers’ palates.

Be sure to see their ad in 
this issue of Mandarin 
NewsLine!

Celebrate National Humor Month 
at the library!
By Contributing Writer Lynne Baldwin, Branch Manager/Senior Librarian, Mandarin Branch Library

jokes and humor. 
Improv Comedy For Teens 

(For teens ages 12-18): Wednes-
day, April 9 at 7:00 p.m., South 
Mandarin Branch Library. Learn 
the skill of Improv comedy! This 
class is designed for teens that 
want to learn improvisation for 
personal development and for 
those who have aspirations of 
becoming a performer. Shake 
those stage fears and prepare for 
comedy greatness. 

Stop! Drop! And Read! 
The Fun of Family Life (For all 
ages): Saturday, April 12 at 2:00 
p.m., Mandarin Branch Library. 
Celebrate the fun of family life 
as we recognize the birthday of 
humor writer Beverly Cleary and 
her hilarious character, Ramona 
Quimby. We will literally drop 
everything. Just like Ramona, 
we want you to drop your din-
ner tray! Your balanced books! 
Your egg-in-a-spoon! At least 
once a day, drop everything and 
read (D.E.A.R.)! 

Family Humor Film Fest 
(For all ages): Thursday, April 17 
at 4:00 p.m., San Marco Branch 
Library. Laugh with San Marco 
branch staff  as they share their 
favorite family humor movies.

Cartoon Festival (For all 
ages): Friday, April 25 at 4:00 
p.m., Southeast Branch Library. 

Join us for the staff  choice 
of cartoon favorites from the 
Children’s Department. Popcorn 
provided with the laughs.

Laugh With Lucy – Film 
Festival (For all ages): Saturday, 
April 26 at 3:00 p.m., Mandarin 
Branch Library. Share a laugh 
with your children and join the 
Mandarin Teens as they show 
their favorite episodes from 
the classic comedy of “I Love 
Lucy.” Snacks and drinks will be 
provided.

Family Humor Hour – Sto-
ries and Jokes (For all ages): 
Saturday, April 26 at 3:00 p.m., 
South Mandarin Branch Library. 
Laugh with Jacksonville story-
teller Dr. James Mittelstadt as he 
shares his favorite stories espe-
cially for parents and children. 
Children will be invited to share 
jokes from the library’s humor 
collection. 

Cartoon Festival (For all 
ages): Saturday, April 26 at 4:00 
p.m., South Mandarin Branch 
Library. Join us for the staff  
choice of cartoon favorites from 
the Children’s Department. Pop-
corn provided with the laugh.

So enjoy a whole month of 
laughs at the library and don’t 
forget to stop by and share a 
joke at the library booth at the 
Mandarin Arts Festival on April 
19 and 20 and at the Mandarin 
Senior Center Health Fair on 
April 25. I leave you with this 
quote from Groucho Marx – 
“Time fl ies like an arrow. Fruit 
fl ies like a banana.” 

See you at the library in 
April!

Computer Classes at 

the Library!  

    Join E-library Specialist 

Donna Peretzman for MS 

Offi ce 2010: Excel 1 at the 

Mandarin Branch Library 

on Thursday, April 10 and 

at the South Mandarin 

Branch Library on Friday, 

April 11. MS Offi ce 2010:  

Word II will be offered on 

Thursday, April 17 at the 

Mandarin Branch Library 

and on Friday, April 18 

at the South Mandarin 

Branch Library. 

    No registration is 

required and all classes 

begin at 10:15 a.m. Please 

call 262-5201 (KR) or 

288-6385 (SOM) for more 

information.  

mailto:jzarou@tworld.com
http://www.TaylorMadeSolutions.co
http://www.florodental.com
http://www.yoga-den.com
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Golfers dream of obtaining 
tickets for entry into the hal-
lowed grounds of the Augusta 
National Golf Club. They’d pay 
just about anything to see the 
Masters tournament, but odds 
run slim for nabbing admission 
(offi  cially known as badges) 
through the annual lottery. So 
coveted is access that many 
old-time Augusta families pass 
the rights down in their wills, 
but there’s much to see and do 
in the beautiful city of Augusta, 
Georgia, besides golf. 

A drive from Jacksonville 

Congratulations to 
Mandarin resident Bill 
Gallogly, who received 
the President’s Pro Bono 
Service Award, pre-
sented by the Florida 
Bar in a ceremony at the 
Supreme Court of Florida 
on January 30, 2014. 
This prestigious award 
recognizes attorneys who 
have volunteered free 
legal services to those 
who cannot afford them. 
Gallogly was recognized 
for his work in the 4th 
Judicial Circuit, where 
for the past 16 years, he 
has served low income 
people through Jackson-
ville Area Legal Aid. In 
the past three years, he has provided over 450 hours of pro bono assistance in the areas of Social 
Security, probate, wills, advance directives and guardianships. A believer in giving back, Gallogly 
has volunteered his time throughout his career and has been representing clients on a pro bono 
basis for the past 40 years in South Florida and Northeast Florida. 

Much to see in Augusta besides golf
By Contributing Travel Writer Debi Lander, www.bylandersea.com

takes about four-and-a-half 
hours and spring is the optimal 
season for a getaway. Start your 
tour at the Augusta Museum 
of History to grasp the begin-
nings of the southern settlement 
founded by British General 
James Oglethorpe. He moved 
there after he established Savan-
nah. In the early years, Augusta 
functioned as a trading post and 
later thrived with plantations of 
cotton and tobacco. 

The museum’s second fl oor 
features a permanent exhibit 
“Celebrating a Grand Tradition,” 

which explores how the sport 
of golf evolved and highlights 
the area’s four oldest clubs: 
Palmetto Golf Club, Augusta 
Country Club, Forest Hills Golf 
Club and Augusta National Golf 
Club. Duff ers enjoy many valued 
artifacts, six statues of golf’s 
greatest players and, of course, 
the offi  cial Green Jacket. 

The Godfather of Soul James 
Brown got his start as a boy 
shining shoes on the streets of 
Augusta. The History Museum 
honors the hometown singer’s 
rise to fame with a lively collec-
tion of his awards, music, per-
sonal items and family photos. 

Afterward, head downtown 
and fi nd the life-sized statue of 
James Brown on Broad Street. 
Snap your own photo or pose 
for the world’s only James 
Brown “cam.” The camera takes 
your picture and sends it to 
your cell phone within minutes. 
Revitalization of the downtown 
began about 15 years ago and 
today this area prospers. You’ll 
discover approximately 30 
locally owned and operated res-
taurants ranging from fast food 
to fi ne dining. Frog Hollow Tav-
ern, Bee’s Knees and Boll Weevil 
Cafe and Sweetery stand out. 

Work off  the calories with a 

stroll on the Augusta Riverwalk. 
Here you can meander among 
blooming gardens and two tiers 
of bricked walkways and ramps 
beside the Savannah River. 
Perhaps you’ll be lucky enough 
to catch a concert at the outdoor 
amphitheater which seats 1,800. 

My favorite activity was an 
hour-long canal cargo boat ride. 
First, I stopped into the Augusta 
Canal Discovery Center and 
checked out the fi lms, models 
and interactive exhibits which 
explained the importance of 
waterways. I had no idea that 
gunpowder was manufactured 
in Augusta during the Civil War 
or that Augusta played a major 
industrial role as the supplier to 
the Southern troops. The canal 
ride takes you past the remains 
of the Confederate Powder 

Works, including a 168-foot-tall 
chimney, the only permanent 
structures constructed and com-
pleted by the Confederacy.

Art lovers will fi nd the Mor-
ris Museum of Art worth a visit. 
It is the fi rst museum devoted to 
the art and artists of the Ameri-
can South. The Sacred Heart 
Cultural Center also features 
many art exhibits and includes 
some exquisite architectural 
features.  Lastly, if you have 
time, a trolley tour is a great 
way to hear some of the local 
legends about events in the city, 
the historic homes and Medical 
College.

“I Feel Good” is one of 
James Brown’s famous songs 
and those words describe how 
Augusta made me feel. Go see 
for yourself. 

Local attorney honored

http://www.retirementteam.com
http://www.jaxramada.com
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Shepherd of the Woods
Lutheran School

Love to Learn. Learn to Love.

Preschool - 7th Grade
21st Century, Faith-Immersed Education

Free VPK
Step-Up Scholarships
McKay Scholarships

Summer School
Summer Slide Program

Summer Learning Camp
Preschool Summer Camp

Accredited by AdvancEd (SACS CASI)

Two Locations
Southside and Mandarin

904-641-3393www.sotwls.com

Make the 46th annual 
Mandarin Art Festival on April 
19 and 20 part of your Easter 
weekend plans this year! Over 
100 juried fi ne artists and fi ne 
crafters each year attract thou-
sands of patrons from all over 
to seek out their favorite artists 
and explore the many booths. 
The perfect setting for fi nding 
unique items from paintings, 
to photography, to jewelry, to 
sculpture, to woodworking, to 
furniture and so much more. 
Find that perfect gift for your-
self, your home or for anyone.

Under the historic oak trees 
of Mandarin Road, a unique 
setting for a festival, the com-
munity has come together for 
46 years to support this event. It 
just gets better every year!

Inside the historic Mandarin 
Community Club building, the 
Children’s Art Show exhibits 
the talents of students from a 

Have a “Mandarin Art Festival” 
Easter weekend!
By Contributing Writer Susie Scott

number of local schools while 
enjoying the smells from an old 
fashioned bake sale fundraiser 
that is impossible to resist. And 
don’t pass up the temptations at 
the food court with local festival 
foods and international cuisine.

Children’s activities includ-
ing face painting and balloon 
art, free art clinics by Young 
Rembrandts and live music on 
the show grounds and historic 
tours of the Walter Jones Post 
Offi  ce and General Store com-
plete the experience. 

And, did we mention the 
green market featuring local 
and hand crafted specialties? 

Outside the club, stop by the 
club table to learn more about 
the Mandarin Community Club 
and its mission and many activ-
ities that benefi t the community. 
Purchase prize drawing tickets 
for an array of gift baskets and 
items or buy your offi  cial art 

festival tee shirt or club spon-
sored merchandise. Proceeds 
from the prize drawing and the 
festival are used to support the 
club programs and maintain 
their historic buildings. There 
is a $1 entry fee at the gate. No 
pets, please. 

Free parking at Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church on Man-
darin Road and Alberts Field on 
Brady Road will be served by 
free shuttle service to the club 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday.

Founded in 1923, the 
Mandarin Community Club is 
dedicated to the preservation 
and beautifi cation of Manda-
rin; to providing educational 
forums for the community; to 
enhancing the cultural and rec-
reational life of the area; and to 
maintaining the club’s historic 
properties.

ner has found it to be a reward-
ing experience.

“I get to see the wonder-
ful infl uence it has on my own 
daughters, but now I have a 
whole family of other coaches 
and young girls that I feel a 
special kinship to. It’s girl pow-
er, it’s empowering and it builds 
the girls up and helps them be 
stronger physically, mentally 
and emotionally,” she says.

Warner asks at the end of 
each season what Girls on the 
Run means to them and girls 
have said that it helps them 
love themselves, feel like they 
belong, stand up to bully-
ing, to be who they are and to 
never give up. The girls often 
give back to their communities, 
through anti-bullying programs 
like a “Kindness Campaign” and 
donating goods to organizations 
like Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
animal shelters and food banks. 

Girls on the Run cont. from pg. 1

While Girls on 
the Run is a well-
rounded organiza-
tion, the importance 
of physical activ-
ity for girls can’t 
be overstated. As 
Warner says, being 
active is an impor-
tant part of healthy 
living and overall 
wellness. Girls on 
the Run helps instill 
that into girls at 
a young age and 
build a founda-
tion to put them on 
track for a healthy 
future in a fun, em-
powering way.

To sign your 
daughter up for Girls on the 
Run or to volunteer as a coach, 
visit the Girls on the Run web-
site, www.gotrnefl .org or call 
their offi  ce at 619-6763. 

The fi rst early release Wednesday of each month from 3:30 
p.m. until 4:30 p.m., be sure to come to the South Mandarin Li-
brary! Come have some fun to celebrate early out. Each month 
has a new theme. Use your imagination to create anything from 
a spaceship to an entire city. Legos are provided. This program 
is for kindergarteners through sixth graders.

Check out the Lego Club at the library

Business
not as 
     big
as it used 
      to be?

Call for a free consultation 
& we’ll work at increasing  

your business!

Mandarin NewsLine

886-4919

http://www.sotwls.com
http://www.OsteenVW.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
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Thai 
Cuisine
Noodle House

11701 San Jose Blvd. #28
(904) 701.9090

www.thaicuisinefl.com

Mon-Thurs 11am-9:30pm | Fri 11am-10pm  
Sat Noon-10pm | Sun Noon-9pm

15% OFF
(Dine in and Pick Up)

THAI CUISINE & NOODLE HOUSE
Must present coupon. Not valis with 

any other offer.

Party Room Available

Ask for a VIP Member Card!

1 Hour Custom Facial
Only $39
(Reg. $65)

New Clients Only

Gel Polish Mani & Pedi
Only $35
(Reg. $55)

New Clients Only

Come experience 
the difference.
Phuong Spa Room

3956 Sunbeam Rd. #3
Jackconville, FL 32257

www.phuongsparoom.com
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

904.994.3215

With spring and summer 
fast approaching, this is a great 
time to consider ways to reduce 
electric and water utility bills by 
making your home more energy 
and water effi  cient. The Jack-
sonville Public Library (JPL), 
JEA and the Green Team Project 
are partnering to off er free Do-
it-Yourself Home Energy and 
Water Evaluation Kits and train-
ing workshops at the following 
library locations:
Saturday, April 12, 10:30 a.m. 

– Mandarin Branch Library
Saturday, May 17, 10:30 a.m. 

Are you suff ering from 
itchy, irritating, red, watery 
eyes? Here are four quick 
tips for happier eyes, contrib-
uted by Baymeadows Vision 
Center.
Tip 1: Wash your face 

throughout the day. Help 
wash away pollen and 
other irritants. Be sure to 

Mandarin Assistant Manager Stacey Van Hoy is presented with 
a JPL Award for Modeling the Way from Library Board of Trustees 
Chair Dr. Brenda Simmons-Hutchins and JPL Deputy Director 
Carolyn Williams at the board meeting on February 13.

Library manager honored

WWWWWWVisit our website:

Are your allergies driving 
you nuts?

wash your hands fi rst.
Tip 2: Leave shoes outside. 

Shoes can track in pollen 
and other allergens.

Tip 3: Stay inside. When the 
pollen count s high, stay 
indoors with windows and 
doors shut.

Tip 4: Use your rewetting 
drops. This makes a big 
diff erence to contact lens 
comfort on pollen-heavy 
days.
Be sure to see the 

Baymeadows Vision Center 
ad in this issue of Mandarin 
NewsLine!

Bring business 
to your door!

Advertise in 
Mandarin NewsLine

886-4919

Reduce utility bills: Make your home 
energy and water effi  cient
By Contributing Writer Gerri Boyce, JEA

– Webb Wesconnett Regional 
Library

Saturday, June 14, 10:30 a.m. 
– Highlands Branch Library
The Green Team Project is 

off ering one-hour workshops 
and demonstrations on the 
proper use of the kits. The kits 
will be available for checkout 
with a JPL library card at each 
of the workshops and are also 
available for checkout at any 
library location throughout the 
year. 

The kit tools come in back-
packs made locally from recy-

cled billboard vinyl. Developed 
by JEA, the backpack includes 
energy effi  ciency measur-
ing tools to help you conserve 
energy, identify problem areas 
in your home and tips on how 
to fi x them. They also include 
water use evaluation tools to 
fi nd water leaks and estimate 
your water costs, discover if 
your faucets and appliances are 
water effi  cient and determine if 
your outdoor irrigation system 
is watering eff ectively.

Registration for the work-
shops is required. Attendance 
at each workshop is limited to 
20 individuals on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. Slots fi ll 
quickly so early registration is 
recommended. For more infor-
mation and to register, please 
visit www.greenteamproject.org. 

If you need special accom-
modations, please contact the 
Youth Services and Program-
ming Offi  ce at 630-1420 or 
JPLPrograms@coj.net. Please 
provide 72 hours notice when 
requesting accommodations.

It is better to offer
no excuse
than a
bad one.

~George Washington

LEGO Club 
(Grades K-6)

Wed., April 9 • 3:30 pm
South Mandarin Branch Library

Come into the library to play 
with our LEGO bricks and 
pieces. We supply the LEGO 
bricks and fun - all you need 
to bring is your imagination. 

http://www.thaicuisinefl.com
http://www.mandarin343.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.phuongsparoom.com
http://www.GrannyNannies.com
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Convenient Appointments 

Before & After 

Work or School!

Call today for your 

FREE consultation!

As the students were 
exchanging their Valentine 
cards on the morning of 
February 14, the Crown Point 
Elementary School PTA board 
members were busy decorat-
ing and getting the multi-
purpose room ready for the 

The travel group of the 
Mandarin Women’s Club had 
been planning a trip for several 
months to the Alfred B. Maclay 
Gardens State Park in Tallahas-
see, with the hope that it would 
be a warm and sunny day and 
there would be lots of ladies go-
ing; however, on Friday, March 
7, only fi ve hardy souls depart-
ed Mandarin in chilly weather 
and drizzling rain. It was an 
uneventful drive over through 
several rain showers, but after 
we exited Interstate 10 on our 
way to lunch, we found that we 
were on the wrong road!

After several u-turns and 
backtracking, we arrived at 
the Kool Beanz Café and had 
a wonderful lunch, which our 
leader Suelynn topped off  with 
Chocolate Mint Crème Brulee.

From there, we drove on to 
the gardens and met our guide 
John and began our walking 
tour. Although it was cool, the 
rain had stopped. We were a 
little disappointed that the cool 
winter had delayed the azalea 
blooms, as there were acres of 
azalea bushes with only a few 
blossoms open. But John led 
us by gigantic Tulip trees that 

Family fun at Crown Point 
Sock Hop 
By Contributing Writer Mary J. Eyler, Inclusion Teacher, Crown 
Point Elementary

annual Sock 
Hop Dance. The 
PTA invited the 
school Panthers 
and their par-
ents to kick off  
their shoes and 
dance to music 
from the ‘50s 
and ‘60s.

The stu-
dents dressed 
up for the 
occasion and 
arrived wearing 
white t-shirts, 
rolled up jeans, 
bobby socks, 
colorful skirts 
and tops. The 

DJ played great music and 
there was lots of dancing! 
Parents participated as much 
as the children.

It was a fun event enjoyed 
by all! Thank you Crown 
Point PTA for all that you do 
for our children!

Women tour Maclay Gardens State Park 
By Contributing Writer Sharon Weed

were in full bloom, with clouds 
of lovely pink to purple blos-
soms stretching many feet high. 
And there were huge camellia 
bushes under the oaks, bloom-
ing with pinks, reds and whites 
and even some variegated ones. 
One favorite spot was a little 
walled garden with a fountain 
in the center with beds of pan-
sies in honor of Mrs. Maclay, 
as pansies were her favorite 
fl ower.

At the end of the garden 
tour, we toured the house that 
was the southern home for New 
York fi nancier Alfred Barmore 

Maclay and his family. He 
bought the property in 1923 
and created this masterpiece of 
fl oral architecture on the hills 
overlooking picturesque Lake 
Hall. After Maclay’s death in 
1944 his wife continued devel-
oping the gardens and in 1953 
donated them to the state for 
everyone to enjoy.

Traveling is just one of 
many activities enjoyed by the 
Mandarin Women’s Club and 
we welcome all ladies regard-
less of where they live. Join 
us and get involved by calling 
Diane at 880-5354! 

“Lainie” Westermann 
turns Sweet 16 this 
month. Lainie was adopt-
ed from the Jacksonville 
Humane Society on Beach 
Boulevard when she was 
just eight weeks old. All 
these years later, Lainie is 
still enjoying life in Man-
darin with her forever 
family. The Westermann 
family encourages anyone 
looking to add a doggie 
or kitty cat to their family 
to consider a shelter animal like they did 16 years ago with Lainie. 
The Westermanns thank Dr. Peter X. Prince and the staff at Augustine 
Loretto Animal Clinic for the wonderful veterinary care Lainie has 
received her whole life and continues to receive in her golden years.

Forever homes needed for 
dogs like “Lainie”

Everybody reads 
Mandarin NewsLine!

Shouldn’t your ad 
be included?

886-4919

WWWWWWVisit our website:

Jacksonville Health &  
Wellness Center

Chiropractic ~ Massage ~ Mental Health Counseling ~ Functional Medicine ~ 

Yoga ~ Spinal Rehab ~ Nutrition Counseling ~  

Meal Planning and Supplemental Guidance  ~ Natural Hormone Balancing

Let Chiropractic help you with  

Headaches, Back, Leg, & Neck Pain, Work & Auto Injuries  

Let our multidisciplinary approach help you with:  

Weight Loss, Fatigue, Diabetes, Depression, Anxiety, High Blood Pressure, 

Fibromyalgia, ADHD, Autoimmunity, Gluten Intolerance, to name a few.

268-6568
9957 Moorings Dr., Ste. 403 (off of San Jose Blvd)

Mandarin, Jacksonville 32257

www.DrRepole.com

Chiro

Mea

W

Exploring the benefits of Yoga

April 12th at 1pm

Sign up at http://www.drrepole.com/

http://www.KrantzDentalCare.com
http://www.sjrk.org
http://www.DrRepole.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
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Learn how to do it safely.

baptistjax.com/south

Safe Sitter Classes for Ages 11 to 14

April 26

September 13

November 8

Be a Safe Sitter

Taking care of someone else’s  
 child is an important job.

 SAVE ON INSURANCE:

ONE-STOP 
SHOP.
Car

Condo

Renters

Business 

Life

Motorhome 

Motorcycle

Boat
And much more…

DEB EVESON
904-400-6450

Call me to get more for your money.

59
29

4Pay only when roadside services provided. Discounts vary. Subject to terms, conditions and availability.  Allstate Property and 
Casualty Insurance Company, Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company, Castle Key Insurance Company. Property Insurance 
issued by Castle Key Indemnity Company, St. Petersburg, FL. Castle Key Indemnity Company is reinsured by Castle Key Insurance 
Company, formerly Allstate Floridian Insurance Company. The assets and obligations of the Castle Key companies are separate and 
distinct from those of any other company in the Allstate group.  Lincoln Benefit Life Co., Lincoln, NE and American Heritage Life 
Insurance Co., Jacksonville, FL. In New York life insurance and annuities are issued by Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, 
Hauppauge, NY. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services Florida Network Realty 
raised more than $1,400 for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of St. Johns 
County during the 19th annual 
Tips for Kids Sake. During the 
1980s-themed event, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty broker/manager 
Ann King and agents Rebecca 
Romaine, Karen Peil and Molly 
Butler took on the challenge of 
waiting tables and raising big 
tips as celebrity servers at South 

The Hendricks Avenue Baptist baseball league 
recently held their kick-off weekend. Pictured are 
Jackson Milton of the Twins and Calvin Mauldin of 
the A’s. Both teams are in the minors league.

Realty group supports Big 
Brothers Big Sisters

Beach Grill restaurant 
in St. Augustine Beach.

“It was such a fun 
night with plenty of 
big hair and excite-
ment,” King said. “The 
Boys and Girls Club 
is a great part of our 
community and we 
are thrilled we could 
support their eff orts 
and the children who 
benefi t from the club.”

The Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of St. Johns 
County is a mentoring 
program serving St. 
Johns County through 
community-based and 
school-based pro-
grams. More informa-
tion is available at 
www.bbbsstjohns.org.

“Our team members at the 
St. Augustine offi  ce are incred-
ible. They do so much for the 
community and make such 
a positive impact with their 
charitable eff orts,” said Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty Founder, 
President and CEO Linda H. 
Sherrer. “We are very proud of 
their commitment to community 
service and eff orts to make a 
diff erence in the local commu-
nity.”

together as a group of dedicated 
scale model builders about eight 
years ago. They initially met at 
the old Hobby Town USA store on 
University Boulevard West, but 
soon after found themselves being 
nudged out due to other groups 
meeting on the same night. Skip 
Haines, the organizer for the club, 
sought out other venues and 
contacted the store manager at 
the Hobby Lobby in Mandarin. 
The store manager agreed for the 
club to use the store as a meeting 
site and even off ered the usage of 
the store classroom as a place to 
gather.

The model club has seen 
members come and go, but cur-
rently there are about a dozen 
or so regulars who meet every 
Wednesday evening at the Hobby 
Lobby store. Each and every 
meeting is diff erent as members 
come together to show and tell 
about their most current projects 
under construction.

The oldest member of the 
club is Bill Bellamy, who at the 
age of 92 is still young at heart 
when it comes to his expertise of 
scale model building. Bellamy has 
produced an exact scale replica of 
a two masted schooner he served 
upon when he was only 14 years 
old. Using a hand sketched plan 
as his guide, he started with only 
a piece of laminated cedar, which 
he carved and shaped into the 
hull then brought it to a meeting. 
Frank Ryczek, who was the past 
president of the Jacksonville Ship 
Modeler’s Society was fl oored by 
Bellamy’s creation and off ered 

encouragement to him to fi nish 
his model.

If you are a beginner fl edg-
ling scale modeler who wants 
to branch out and learn how to 
make better models, the group 
will take you under their wings. 
If you are an advanced modeler, 
they will hold you in the highest 
regard. Membership is absolutely 
free and open to all with a bud-
ding interest in building scale 

models and those who want to 
learn the tricks from the old guys 
and younger guys as well. The 
Model Citizens of Mandarin meet 
every Wednesday night at the 
Hobby Lobby store, located on 
St. Augustine Road at 5:30 p.m. 
Bring in your current and past 
made models for weekly show 
and tells. For more information, 
please call Frank Ryczek at 262-
7942 or Skip Haines at 219-9594.

Model Citizens cont. from pg. 1

http://www.allstateagencies.com/debeveson
http://www.clayeye.com
http://www.baptistjax.com/south
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We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, 
United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans. facebook.com/264KIDS

904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

            ZOO-THEMED
PEDIATRIC DENTAL OFFICES!
COME VISIT OUR

TWO
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!

Dr. ROBERT Weaver Miniature wooden cars of 
all shapes and sizes zoomed 
down a sloping, long wooden 
track recently at Cub Scout Pack 
101’s annual Pinewood Derby, 
held at Christ’s Church Acad-
emy (CCA). Cub Scouts, with the 
help of their parents and scout 
leaders, transformed a block of 
wood into imaginative wooden 
cars, including traditional-
shaped race cars and even a hot 
dog car. The scouts then com-
peted against their den members 
for a chance to represent the 
Pack at the district Pinewood 
Derby, which will be held March 
29 in Jacksonville. 

The following boys will be 
representing their den at the 
District Pinewood Derby:
Tigers: Graydon Gunning, Jon 

Sipe and Vageesh Paridala
Wolf: Alejandro Bautista, 

Joshua Nikielski and Kaden 
Little

Bears: Nicholas Driussi, Na-

Third grade students at 
St. Joseph Catholic School 
have become more adventur-
ous readers. The students were 
required to read a variety of 
books this year and complete 
book reports.

These have not been the 
typical book reports with a 
paragraph and a picture. The 
students read fi ction books with 
an animal as the main charac-

Local scouts compete in 
Pinewood Derby
By Contributing Writer Melissa Salek

thaniel Martin and Anthony 
Scott

Webelos I: Ethan Foster, Gavin 
O’Brien and Kyle Beckstrom

Webelos II: Parker Weaver, 
Ethan Roussin and Alex 
Harm

Overall Pack winners were 
Parker Weaver, fi rst place; 
Nicholas Driussi, second 
place; and a tie for third 
place between Nathaniel 
Martin and Alejandro Bau-
tista.
Boy Scout Troop 101 and 

Cub Scout Pack 101 are char-
tered to Christ’s Church and 
meet on Monday evenings at 
CCA. For more information 
about Cub Scouting or Pack 101, 
please contact the Cubmaster 
at cubmaster@pack101.com or 
visit the website at pack101.
com. For information about Boy 
Scouting or Troop 101, please 
contact the Scoutmaster at 
trp101sm@gmail.com.

Wolf Scouts Curren O’Brien, Matt Salek and Alex Lin check their derby cars in 
with Jim Royal, event organizer. Photo courtesy of Boy Scout Phillip Roussin.

Creative readers at St. Joseph
By Contributing Writer Lisa Jaquett, Third Grade Teacher, St. Joseph Catholic School

ter, then created a puppet 
which was used to present 
a report. Later in the year 
they became sleuths look-
ing for clues while reading 
a mystery book. Nonfi ction 
reports about snakes, soc-
cer and ballet were some of 
the favorites. The students 
just completed a biography 
report which they were re-
quired to dress as the per-
son in the book and give 
an oral report based on the 
person’s point of view. The 
outfi ts were very creative 
and quite adorable!

What will the rest of 
the year bring? Well, a 
fi ction book report with 

a mobile requirement is next, 
followed by everyone’s favorite 
book report—the cookbook re-
port! The students will use their 
measuring skills and ability to 
read diff erent types of books to 
complete a project that in-
volves cooking and bringing in 
samples for the class to taste. 
Yummy!

We are so proud of our St. 
Joseph’s students who have 

found a new appreciation for 
books and a deeper love for 
reading.

What would YOU 
like to read about 
each month in 

Mandarin NewsLine?

Let us know!
editor@mandarinnewsline.com

http://www.264kids.com
mailto:editor@mandarinnewsline.com
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We cordially invite you to attend 
our Curriculum Day Open House on:

Nearly 90% of our preschool graduates
are already reading!
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LEARNING EXPERIENCE
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM:

Parents, Caregivers and Children,

Saturday, March 29 is Curriculum Day at The Learning Experience® of 
Mandarin! This special day is a celebration of learning that showcases the 
important recent advancements in early childhood education and additions 
to our proprietary L.E.A.P.® (Learning Experience Academic Program) 
Curriculum that has nearly 90% of preschoolers reading by the time they 
enter kindergarten!

As part of this celebration, our center will be having a curriculum-themed 
open house and conducting VIP tours from 10:00AM to 2:00PM on March 
29. Our open house and VIP tours will provide parents and caregivers 
with an opportunity to experience our state-of-the-art learning center and 
engage in exciting curriculum and enrichment activities that will help you 
understand why our programs are crucial for your child’s early development.  

We encourage you to bring family and friends.

We hope to see you and your guests for Curriculum Day at 
The Learning Experience® Mandarin!
 
Sincerely,
The Learning Experience®

W W W . T H E L E A R N I N G E X P E R I E N C E . C O M
904-880-169511945 San Jose Blvd. Suite 500

Jacksonville, FL 32223

Saturday, March 29,
10:00AM - 2:00PM

A limited number of 
spaces are available at 
our center for VIP tours.

MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE 
YOUR SPACE TODAY!

 – ages 5-11
 – ages 3-4

 – girls ages 7-18

904-260-1983
11502 Columbia Park Dr W

Jacksonville, FL 32258
www.FirstCoastGymnastics.com

Free Trial Class
& $5 OFF
with registration

Summer
Camp
Call for details.

ADD/ADHD without MEDICATIONS
The American Academy of Pediatricians has given neurofeedback the  

highest grading of effectiveness for ADD/ADHD.
Provides a non-drug approach for diagnosing and treating 
ADD/ADHD and is based on research that has been widely 
replicated all over the world.
Other benefits include:

BIOFEEDBACK ASSOCIATES
of Northeast Florida

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

904.646.0054

On March 11, 2014, Lo-
retto Elementary School 
partnered with Publix 
Supermarket on San Jose 
Boulevard to host its an-
nual FCAT Family Night. In 
an effort to provide our 
students with real-world 
application of concepts 
and skills taught in the 
classroom, math packets 
were created for third, 
fourth and fi fth grade 
students. The packets 
were made up of word 
problems that included 
actual items in the store. 
Upon arrival, students 
picked up a packet, clip-
board and pencil. Then, 
with parental assistance, 
students headed down 
several aisles to fi nd out 

prices of items. Next, they began the computations. Once the packet 
was complete, 
students submit-
ted it to receive 
credit. The teacher 
with the most 
student participa-
tion received a 
treat. Not only did 
FCAT Family Night 
reinforce concepts 
and skills that are 
taught, it was also 
a fun way to get 
parents and com-
munity involved 
with preparing our 
students for the 
FCAT. 

Jacksonville will host a 
GradNation Community Sum-
mit with America’s Promise 
Alliance, the nation’s larg-
est partnership dedicated to 
improving the lives of children 
and youth, Mayor Alvin Brown 
announced. The all-day sum-
mit will be held Friday, April 
4 at the Jacksonville Public 
Library’s Main Branch. The 
agenda will focus on how to 
improve high school graduation 
rates and better prepare young 
people for college and the 
workforce. Jacksonville joins 
99 other communities across 
the country that will host simi-
lar summits through 2016 in an 
eff ort to achieve a 90 percent 
graduation rate nationwide 
by 2020 with the support of 
America’s Promise, which was 
founded by Gen. Colin Powell 
and is currently led by his wife 
Alma. Jacksonville’s gradua-
tion rate is at an all-time high 
of 72 percent, with a 75 percent 
graduation rate statewide.

“Jacksonville’s success as a 
city depends on the success of 
our children and young people,” 
said Mayor Brown. “Education 
is key to that success. We must 
have high expectations for our 
kids, and we must provide them 
with the support they need to 

GradNation Community Summit scheduled
meet and exceed those expecta-
tions. This summit is an op-
portunity for all of us to work 
together to ensure the success 
of the next generation.”

Jacksonville is hosting a 
GradNation Community Sum-
mit as part of Mayor Brown’s 
Education Initiatives, a series 
of coordinated programs. These 
include Mayor’s Mentors, 
which pairs trained volunteers 
to provide support to at-risk 
middle school students and 
Learn2Earn, which provides a 
week of college immersion at 
local universities to high school 
students who would be the fi rst 
in their families to attend col-
lege. 

Mayor Brown and the City 
of Jacksonville will welcome 
Alma Powell as the keynote 
speaker at the summit’s open-
ing. Other nationally recog-
nized speakers will also be 
featured, including Dr. Howard 
C. Stevenson, a professor of 
education and Africana studies 
at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, and Dr. Robert Balfanz, co-
director of the Everyone Gradu-
ates Center and a research 
scientist at the Center for Social 
Organization of Schools at 
Johns Hopkins University. 

The work of America’s 

Promise Alliance is focused 
on helping increase access to 
fi ve academic, health and life 
resources, known as the “Five 
Promises” – caring adults, safe 
places, a healthy start, eff ective 
education and opportunities 
to help others. Research shows 
that with these critical supports 
at home, in school and in the 
community, children are more 
likely to achieve academically, 
socially and civically. 

For more information about 
the Jacksonville Summit and 
to learn how to get involved, 
please visit coj.net/edsummit.

http://www.biofeedbackassociates.com
http://www.thelearningexperience.com
http://www.FirstCoastGymnastics.com
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Open Mondays through Fridays
8:30am – 5pm

1631 Race Track Road  Suite 101

230-7977
Most Insurances Accepted

Pediatric Associates 
of Julington Creek, PA
Offering care for Infants,  
Children & Adolescents

Mary Ann Garcia, M.D., FAAP
Victor Luz, M.D., FAAP

Tami Newbern, ARNP

Dr. William H. Edenfield

Diplomate, ABMPP
Over 40 Years Experience in:

www.PsychologistInJacksonville.com

During the week of March 
3, the kindergarten students at 
Crown Point Elementary School 
celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday. 
They read many of his books 
and participated in various Dr. 
Seuss themed activities. The 
activities included wearing a 
t-shirt from somewhere the stu-
dents have visited to go along 
with the book, “Oh! The Places 
You will Go.”

Students wore silly socks 
and read the “ Fox in Socks.” 
On Thursday, 
the students 
dressed as their 
favorite char-
acter from Dr. 
Seuss books and 
paraded through 
the hallways 
to share their 
costumes with 
the rest of the 
school. They ar-
rived on Friday 
dressed in their 
pajamas and 
read “ The Sleep 
Book” and “ I 
Am Not Going 

Crown Point Elementary 
celebrates Dr. Seuss’s birthday
By Contributing Writer Mary J. Eyler, Inclusion Teacher, Crown Point 
Elementary

to Get Up Today!”
It was a memorable week 

and a celebration of a brilliant 
poet, cartoonist and author. 
From one classroom here and 
another classroom there, Dr. 
Seuss books were read every-
where!

Thank you teachers for all 
the activities you’ve planned, 
the enthusiasm you’ve shown 
and the love of books you’ve 
helped foster!

Eric Nakamura, an eighth grader at Landon 
Middle School, placed fi rst in his division, 9, 
during the 2014 Men’s Florida Gymnastics 
Tournament held at Clearwater, Florida. He 
is a member of First Coast Gymnastics and 
the son of Dr. and Mrs. Takashi and Manami 
Nakamura of Mandarin.

Local gymnast
wins division

Lunar Phases

New: March 30
First Quarter: April 7
Full: April 15
Last Quarter: April 22

http://www.mandarinpres.com/k-kamp
http://www.PsychologistInJacksonville.com
http://www.nemetzdental.com
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NORTHEAST FLORIDA CONSERVATORY
A non/profit community school of the arts

11363 San Jose Blvd/Bldg. 200  Jax FL 32223 

Northeast Florida

CONSERVATORY
Richard A. Dickson, President/Executive Director

904.374.8639
www.nfconservatory.org

NE Conservatory is a non-profit 501(C)(3)
Member: National Guild for Community Arts Education

“Northeast Florida
Conservatory is the
most comprehensive
music school in
our community.”

~Philip Pan,
JSYM Concertmaster

Private Lessons on ALL
Instruments for ALL Ages
Community Band | Orchestra

Jazz Band
Faculty: JSYM Members and College Music Professors

Philanthropic Outreach Project
Learn about LAURA’S FRIENDS at www.nfconservatory.org.

Philip
Pan

Angela Muller Annie Frehn Ariadna Perez Arvid Smith Bernie Vaughn Cliff Newton Glynda NewtonBrent Bevis Don Renyolds Janet Gimer

Jennifer  Christensen Jerry Gilmer Kamila Shahtakhtinski

Michael Dell

Regina Torres Vernon  Humbert

Anrew  Cummings Nick Curry

Sarah Lee

Kayo Ishimaru

Nadia Zarembo

Ruth Green

Justin Reynolds

Marc Dickman

Richard Dickson

Joseph Hanson

Laura Ingalls

Reinaldo Perez

Northeast Florida CONSERVATORY~ Richard A.Dickson, President/Executive DirectorPrivate Lessons on ALL Instruments for ALL AgesCommunity Band | Orchestra | Jazz BandFaculty: JSYM Members and College Music Professors

Philanthropic  
Outreach ProjectLearn about  LAURA’S FRIENDS at  www.nfconservatory.org.

MARCH 25-JAZZ BAND @ Elmcroft Retirement/6:30pmMARCH 30-CONCERT BAND @ Switzerland Point Middle School – 3pm (Door Prizes!)
Accepting New Patients!

8355 Bayberry Road
Jacksonville FL 32256

(904) 733-7254

Most Insurance Plans Accepted

www.setzerandcochran.com

A TRADITION OF 
EXCELLENCE

Jacksonville Youth Soccer Club 
Summer Camps! 

SESSION 1 ~ JUNE 9 - JUNE 12

SESSION 2 ~ JUNE 23 - JUNE 26

SESSION 3 ~ JULY 7 - JULY 10

For all sessions (2 options): 
9am - 12pm (All ages) $119

9am - 3pm Extended Day (Ages 8 and up) $149

There is a Family discount of $10 for multiple players  
signed up from one family account

Chuck Rogers Park (11950 San Jose Blvd.)

To Register:  
www.JYSC.com or email GordonJYSC@gmail.com

Theater Dance Camp
Voice ~ Drama ~ Dance ~ Costuming

Staging & Performing

Afternoon & Evening Classes for

Young Children, Teens & Adults Available

(Across from Care Spot)

Y
This year we are pleased to offer a Men’s Only 
Ballet Class!  This class will be taught by 
AOD’s newest teacher Mr. Devon Chan-
ceric. For all the wonderful information and 
experience Mr. Chanceric will be bringing 
to AOD, please go to the “Our Staff” page of 
our website!

Catholic middle school 
students strive for excellence 
and this was validated by the 
results from the Northeast 
Florida Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair held on Mon-
day, February 10, 2014 at the 
Morocco Shrine Center. There 

The Martin J. Got-
tlieb Day School has 
partnered with South 
African company, 
Jewish Interactive, to 
create video games 
all about the Jewish 
holiday, Purim. The 
middle school created 
several interactive 
video games over the 
past fi ve months. One 
was recently selected 
to be coded by Jewish Interac-
tive and can now be down-
loaded from the iTunes store. 
In its fi rst two weeks, the app 
received over 750 downloads.

The game, “Whack A Ha-
man,” was created to make 
learning about the Jewish 
holiday Purim fun. Every 
middle school student learned 
the steps on how to create 
a video game from start to 
fi nish. Each student took on 
jobs such as art director, audio 
engineer, quality control and 
project manager.

Before the actual game 
was built, the students had to 
fi rst research Purim and fi nd 
additional facts than they 
already knew. They had to 

Students are future scientists and engineers
By Contributing Writer Lizette Woodward, Junior High Science Teacher

were a total 
of 27 pub-
lic, private, 
Catholic 
middle and 
Catho-
lic high 
schools 
participat-
ing in the 
fair.

The 
Diocese of 
St. Augus-
tine was 
well repre-

sented with 131 projects out 
of the total of 402 high school 
and middle school projects 
presented at the fair or 32.5 
percent of the projects. The 
middle school students won 
a combined total of 40 place 
awards and 25 special awards 

equaling to about 50 percent 
of all place awards given at 
the fair.

St. Joseph Catholic School 
winners included Kaitlyn 
Devine, in eighth grade, who 
received a fi rst place award 
for her project in the junior 
Behavioral Science category; 
Ethan Hobensack in sixth 
grade, who received a sec-
ond place award in the junior 
Engineering category; Joseph 
Dray, in seventh grade, who 
received a fourth place award 
for his junior Physics project; 
and fi nally, Margaret Gupton, 
in eighth grade, who received 
a fourth place award for her 
project in the junior Medicine 
and Health category. Congrat-
ulations to all the students for 
their hard work and dedica-
tion. 

Local school partners with 
South African company to 
create Purim app
By Contributing Writer Hannah G., Eighth Grader, Martin J. Gottlieb 
Day School

come up with game concepts 
and create a storyboard. The 
students had to write scripts 
to explain the steps and rules 
of the game, record sounds 
and design the graphics. All 
the steps were prepared on a 
Google Doc that was shared 
with Jewish Interactive so that 
the company could be a part 
of the process.

Students are currently 
working on the fi nal step 
of their job, which includes 
marketing their app. They are 
calling local news stations, 
tweeting about it on Twitter, 
creating fl yers to advertise the 
game and brainstorming on 
additional ways to market the 
“Whack A Haman” app.

http://www.AcademyofDanceJax.com
http://www.JYSC.com
http://www.nfconservatory.org
http://www.setzerandcochran.com
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$75 OFF Tuition 
if you call before 4/30/14.

www.ccajax.org
Accredited by FCIS, ACSI, FKC and SACS

Christ’s Church Academy
~Inspire, Ignite, Impact~

We INSPIRE our students to dig deep into rigorous, college-prep content.
We IGNITE a passion for our students to know, think, and do God’s Word.

We empower our students to IMPACT our world as they become His hands and feet. 

Open House & Campus Tours
April 4, 9am

Learn more and see for yourself! Meet members of our administration and faculty, visit the 
classrooms, and ask questions. Come see the difference that is CCA!

$25 OFF 
APPLICATION FEE

Expires 4-30-14

Christ’s Church Academy

Star ight
G Y M N A S T I C S

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!

Back by popular demand!
SUMMER CAMP: June 9 - August 15

260-4866
www.starlightjax.com

Conveniently located at the corner 
of I-295 and San Jose Blvd.

2014-2015
Early Bird Registration

$10 OFF
April 28th – May 24th

       “The Best Training” at the
      Guaranteed LOWEST Price.

904-268-207 JAMAKICK.com

12489 San Jose Blvd. Suite 7 (Next to Ace and behind Sonny’s)

Julington Academy
of Martial Arts

Summer Camps
Fun & Learnin Register NOW

e
ce.
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Once a year band and guard 
students get the opportunity 
to show their creative talents 
and prove their abilities to ac-
complish their personal style in 
music and dance. This perfor-
mance of the PRISM Concert is 
fast-paced with quick transi-
tions into each performance. 
This provides students with the 
ability to perfect their talents 
on their own by achieving their 
personal vision. The PRISM 
concert this year will be held in 
May.

While PRISM gives students 
a chance to play fun music on 
his/her own, leadership is about 
bonding the band to allow it to 
achieve the highest potential. 
The importance of develop-
ing leadership in our program 
is necessary in order to con-
tinue to off er the students a 
high quality program. There is 
a unique and exciting aspect 
to marching and concert band 
which young people seldom fi nd 
available to them elsewhere. 
Each performance is a special 
opportunity where students 
experience a sense of commu-
nity and realize that the sum of 
who they are is far greater than 
any one individual. Without this 
ever being on the curriculum, 
these young artists are learning 
how to be team players, how to 
fi t into a community and how 

Mandarin Band News
By Contributing Writers Brooke Sapolsky and Levana Osher

to do their fair share by fi ll-
ing leadership roles in the band 
program.

Our band has leadership 
roles based on the instrument 
to off er younger players guid-

ance in perfecting their skills. 
The program also has sev-
eral leadership roles such as 
librarian, historian, tech crew, 
secretary and the drum majors. 
These monthly articles are writ-
ten and/or coordinated by two 
people in the historian/publisher 
leadership role.

Leadership positions are 
highly needed in a band to keep 
the band functioning normally 
and to teach students how to 
take control of the program to 
an extent and create the pro-
gram that’s theirs. Students that 
desire to be in a leadership role 
will start attending after school 
leadership sessions once a week 
in April to prepare themselves 
and submit an application for 
the new season. These sessions 
will bond the leadership in a 
way to make the band run as 

smooth as possible.
While Mandarin band excit-

edly looks forward to a new 
marching season, it is always 
good to take a look back. After 
preparing a few selections of 
music for about three months, 
both of Mandarin’s concert 
bands preformed a concert for a 
panel of judges during MPAs or 
Music Performance Assessments. 
This concert is meant to give 
both the musicians and directors 
feedback on how to improve. 
As the Mandarin bands took the 
stage, they sat down ready and 
determined to play the music 
the best they possibly could, 
which they both proceeded to 
do. While the concerts of both 
the Symphonic Band and Wind 

Ensemble demonstrated all of 
the hard work that was put 
into the music, there is always 
room for improvement. As the 
new marching season is quickly 
approaching, all of the musi-
cians will continue to look back 
on this concert to fi nd ways to 
improve.

The Mandarin Band section leaders raising the bar: Naomi, Karen, Mark C., 
Connor, Alex, Jay, Matt and Mark M.

Advertise in

Mandarin 
NewsLine
It’s good for

business!

886-4919

Tell our advertisers
you saw them in

Mandarin
NewsLine

Support our fine 
Advertisers!

http://www.HuntingtonHelps.com
http://www.starlightjax.com
http://www.JamaKick.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.ccajax.org
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Cindy’s Cuts 9735 Old St Augustine Rd #21   
(Across from Big Lots)

Cindy Maule  
(904) 260-7071
Owner of Cindy’s Cuts 
for 10 years. 30 years 
experience.

C
(9
Ow
for
ex

Janice Vincent  
(904) 923-8455
Specializes in color and 
highlights.

JoAnn LoSchiavo  
(904) 403-7803
Specializing in men’s 
haircuts.

ddyy’’’’’’’sss CCCCCCCuts

Barber 

Wanted!Barber 

Wanted!

$5 off 
1st time cuts

New Aquarium Store!
Saltwater Fish ~ Live Coral   

Starfish ~ Crabs ~ Reef Tanks ~ Aquarium Supplies

Come in for your 
FREE GIFT!

One Per Customer. Expires 4/30/14
While supplies last.

www.CoralReefJunkies.com
9633 Old St. Augustine Rd. ~ (904) 551-2008

Restyle Refashion

We are a fun, fresh, fashion resale clothing 
store focusing on popular brand names, 

great quality apparel for women and teens, all 
at budget friendly prices!

WHY PAY RETAIL?

Hours: M-F 10-5:30, Sat 10-4:30

5 off $25!
Must present Offer. EXP 4/30/14

No cash value ~ Love to Wear

4521 Sunbeam Rd  

Would you like to save money and get a $50 
Savings Bond if not 100% satisfied?

WoWWW

LOOK!

NOW!
10% OFF  

on A/C Repairs 
over $300.
Max $50

Full Service from A-Z Old Classics, too  
 (Foreign and Domestic) & Fine Vehicles

Specializing in AC-Electrical and Wire Problems

Celebrating our 37th year

Do you have island fever 
and long for gentle tropical 
breezes? Then you won’t want 
to miss “A Taste of the Carib-
bean,” the 18th annual River 
Garden Auxiliary Special Event 
to be held on Thursday, May 
8 at the Jacksonville Marriott 
Hotel.

Island music will get you 
moving to the beat while you 
shop the silent auction featuring 
one of a kind items and gift cer-
tifi cates from local restaurants 
and businesses and a raffl  e 
with weekend trips as the grand 
prizes. A fabulous lunch and a 
fashion show presented by TJ 
Maxx with Auxiliary members 
as the models will make you 

I bawled during Frozen. Not 
once. Not even twice. I cried 
through the whole darn thing. 
It was the love Elsa and Anna 
display for one another that did 
it to me. Afterwards, I started 
thinking... how can I help our 
kids cultivate that kind of love?

So, with the goal of creating 
an atmosphere of family harmo-
ny, I sat down with a notepad 
and a pen {yes, I’m a paper girl} 
and made a list:
1. Model kindness: Speak with 

respect, leave room for mis-
takes and work together to 
fi x problems.

2. Have fun together: Set aside 
homework and houseclean-
ing for a family game, walk, 
book on the couch or just a 

Jewish Family and Com-
munity Services, a 96-year-
old social service agency for 
children and families, drew 
several hundred people to its 
“You Can Count on Us” gala 
March 6 at the Marriott South-
point in Jacksonville. Wayne 
and Delores Barr Weaver and 
Lawrence and Linda DuBow 
served as honorary co-chairs 
for the event, which celebrated 
JFCS’ work and raised money 
for its programs that serve 
about 15,000 people a year 
in Northeast Florida. Former 
PGA Tour and WNBA execu-
tive Donna Orender emceed 
the event. 

The very same day that the 
2014 Winter Olympics started in 
Sochi, the most decorated Ameri-
can gymnast in history, Shannon 
Miller, made a special appear-
ance to talk to the children at 
Hendricks Day School. Hendricks 
values health and fi tness and 
makes eff orts to educate their 
students on diff erent options to 
remain active. 

After a day full of activities 
such as yoga, cross training and 
an obstacle course, the kids were 
able to sit back, relax and enjoy 
a pep talk about staying active. A 
video of her Gold medal-worthy 
balance beam routine introduced 
Miller to her young audience. 
She explained that it is possible 
to achieve any type of dream, if 
you fi rst take the journey step-
by-step. The theme of competi-
tion was prevalent throughout 

Purposeful Parenting

Frozen and friendships in family
By Allie Olsen

quick hug. Don’t let anyone 
bow out repeatedly—family 
fun is mandatory!

3. Serve one another and serve 
together.

4. Build a sandman. A snow-
man is completely out of 
the question in Florida, but 
I think we could certainly 
build a sandman! And if we 
name him Olaf, maybe he’ll 
come to life and make the 
kids laugh when they really 
want to hurt each other… or 
maybe we’ll just make a fun 
memory.

5. Leave time in our schedule 
for silliness. Instead of hur-
rying from activity to activ-
ity, I’m planning white space 
on our calendar. I think it’ll 

help me be more patient and 
all of us to have time for fun.
Often, my parenting goals 

have more to do with making 
my life easier than they do truly 
helping my children grow to 
godly, respectful adults. For ex-
ample, I want them to get along 
because their bickering really 
annoys me. This not intentional, 
it’s just my default on long, 
busy days.

This month, I’m challeng-
ing myself to create an atmo-
sphere of family harmony. I’m 
reminding myself that saying 
yes to anything is saying no to 
another, very important, thing. 
Because a little mamma magic 
can go a long way in creating 
family harmony.

Come to the Caribbean with 
the River Garden Auxiliary

sorry to return to Jacksonville 
after an exciting and enjoyable 
day in the islands.

This year’s event is co-
chaired by Rhoda Goldstein and 
Ilana Manasse. There is still time 
for you not to miss this them 
by calling Rhoda at 268-8124 
or Ilana at 733-7765 for further 
information and reservations.

The River Garden Auxiliary 
members work to fi nancially 
support River Garden Senior 
Services and its programs, and 
volunteer thousands of hours 
to help provide for the needs of 
the residents. All monies raised 
by the Auxiliary are returned 
to River Garden to enhance the 
lives of the residents.

Jewish Family and Community Services 
draws several hundred to gala

Wayne and Delores Barr Weaver pose with Jewish Family and Community 
Services CEO Colleen Rodriguez and Lawrence DuBow at JFCS’s “You Can 
Count on Us” gala.

Shannon Miller sets the standard of an 
active lifestyle at local schoola

the day and Miller noted that if 
you want to succeed, you must 
not limit yourself, but rather 
challenge yourself. She also 
noted that her Olympic dream 
budded at the age of 11 and by 
the age of 19 she had won a gold 
medal. 

Centering on personal 
growth with inspirational words, 
Miller’s message to the students 
at Hendricks was that dedica-
tion creates results. She was 
thoroughly impressed to see that 
some of the students had been 
practicing sports for most of their 
lives and had plans to continue. 
She encouraged the students to 
continue to pursue athletic suc-
cess, as there is a sport for every-
one. Miller has suff ered multiple 
injuries in her athletic career, but 
it has been her determination 
that made her so successful. One 

saying that Miller reiterated mul-
tiple times to the children was 
“Fuel your body for success!” 

An ovarian cancer survivor, 
Miller is now fully recovered 
and a full-time proponent of 
healthy lifestyles. A mother of 
two, Miller recognizes the need 
to treat your body right with the 
use of both health and fi tness. 
She is the founder of Shannon 
Miller Lifestyle, and has created a 
business around providing health 
and wellness information in a 
grand scheme in 2012. Her web-
site, www.shannonmillerlifestyle.
com features many resources 
including blog posts, healthy 
recipes, links to fi tness tips and 
much more. During her visit to 
Hendricks, she made sure to talk 
about how important moderation 
is in regards to both fi tness and 
nutrition.

In print or online

Mandarin 
NewsLine
is YOUR 

Community 
Newspaper!

287-0033  www.garidental.com

http://www.facebook.com/lovetowear
http://www.coralreefjunkies.com
http://www.vikingautoelectric.com
http://www.garidental.com
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Faith News

Lenten Easter
Schedule

Parish Penance Service
Thursday, April 3

7:00 p.m. – Main Church

Holy Week
Holy Thursday 

April 17
Reconciliation 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Mass 7:00 p.m. – Main Church

Good Friday
April 18 

Reconciliation  
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Live Stations of the Cross –  
2:45 p.m. (Rectory Parking Lot)

Reconciliation  
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Solemn Liturgical Observance 
with Holy Communion  

7:00 p.m. – Main Church

Holy Saturday
April 19

Easter Vigil Mass 8:30 p.m. – 
Main Church

Easter Sunday 
April 20 

6:30 a.m. Sunrise, 8:00 a.m., 
10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon Mass – 

Main Church
Latin High Mass (Historic 

Church) - 11:15 a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

11730 Old St. Augustine Rd.
Jacksonville, Florida

904-268-5422

Call today
904-388-4558

www.HomeHealthAuthority.com
Available 7-days a week, 24 hours a day. Offering hourly and  

24-hour home care services.License # 299993967

A Few Of Our Services Offered

YOUR CARE IS OUR PRIORITY
D

We can help!

ww

“Before I asked for help, my life was a lot 
different. My life now is as good or better 
than it was during all my lifetime. I would 
recommend it (home care) very, very highly to 
anyone. My Caregiver is so good that at 97, 
I figure gee, that’s enough? Now I’m looking 
forward to every day, I’m in good hands!”  
-Mr. Frank Benny

HHHHHHaarrddddddaagge-GGGGGGiiiiiddddddddddddenns FFFFFunnerraallllll HHHHHoomme ooffffff MMMMMaannddddddaarriiiiinnn

904-288-0025

HGHARDAGE               GIDDENS
FUNERAL HOMES & CEMETERIES

Freedom Christian Fel-
lowship welcomes you to their 
annual Easter Egg Hunt being 
held on Saturday, April 19 from 
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. for 
children ages birth to 12. There 
will be lots of candy, prizes and 
fun! Freedom Christian Fellow-
ship is located at 3423 Loretto 
Road in Mandarin. For more 
details, please call 268-2244.

Weekly, members of the 
public gather for a conversa-
tional examination of their 
experiences around a par-
ticular life issue prevalent in 
today’s society. These coff ee 
and conversation events are 
held at Lifetree Café right here 
in Mandarin. You will meet 
friendly people and share ex-
periences, opinions, and stories 
about the “topic of the week” in 
a small, intimate setting. You’re 
welcome just as you are, your 
thoughts are welcome. During 
April, we will discuss: April 1 
and 2: “Friends for Life.” Ten 
buddies, 38 years, one weekend 
a year; April 8 and 9: “Family 
Secrets.” What Mama never told 
us; April 15 and 16: “Living 
with Autism.” A peek into a 
hidden world; April 22 and 23: 
“After the Attack.” Picking up 
the pieces and moving on; and 
April 29 and 30: “Life’s Myths.” 
What really leads to happiness. 
Lifetree Cafe is held Tuesdays 
at 3:30 p.m. at Mandarin Senior 
Center, located at 3848 Hartley 
Road and Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. at Hope Lutheran Church 
(open to everyone), located 
at 9000 Cypress Green Drive. 
Admission is free and so are the 
refreshments! Find out more 
about topics and location from 
the Mandarin NewsLine online 
calendar entry or call George 
Treiber at 731-0731. 

Mandarin United Method-
ist Church, located at 11270 
San Jose Boulevard, announces 
their annual Easter Musical, to 
be held on Friday, April 11 and 
Saturday, April 12, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. The commu-
nity is invited to attend!

Join us on Wednesday, April 
2 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 
a.m. for our monthly Jew-
ish Java at Village Bread Café 

In case you missed the 
news, Shepherd of the Woods 
Lutheran Church and School 
(SOTWLS) held its eighth an-
nual scholarship auction on 
March 1, 2014. The money 
raised provides scholarships 
for students who might now 
otherwise be able to aff ord a 
faith based private education 
at SOTWLS. As in the past, this 
year’s auction had a theme. 
Themes in the past have been 
the ‘50s, ‘60s and last year’s 
theme was the movies! This 
year we celebrated the world of 
sports. Those attending the auc-
tion were invited to wear their 
favorite team’s colors or come 
dressed as your favorite sports 
personality. It was interesting 
to see which team had the most 
fans!

Keeping with the sports 
theme, we had a couple sports 
themed items in our auction 
this year. We had an auto-
graphed football signed by the 
Jacksonville Jaguars cheerlead-
ers, The Roar. We also had a 
very special autographed foot-
ball up for auction signed by 
none other than Tim Tebow—
that’s right, former Heisman 
Winner and Florida Gator Tim 
Tebow. His autograph came 
courtesy of his brother Robbie 
Tebow. The ball was a stylized 
white Florida Gators football 
with Tim’s autograph. 

So maybe football isn’t 
your thing and you wanted 
something diff erent? There 
were plenty of other items 
available for you to bid on 
either online, in our silent auc-
tion, or in the live auction por-
tions of the scholarship auction. 
We had a variety of baskets 
to bid on. Each basket had a 
theme—a movie themed bas-
ket, food lover’s basket, a craft 
basket and a few more that 
would have tickled your fancy. 

More than 150 women 
from 11 congregations, in-
cluding one in Mandarin, of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints and their 
friends recently celebrated the 
172nd anniversary of the orga-
nization of the Relief Society, 
the auxiliary of the church 
for adult women. The evening 
included dinner, fellowship and 
a service project. They fi lled 50 
birthday bags with party hats, 
dessert plates, cake mixes, ic-
ing, candles and other donated 
items for a complete birthday 
party. The bags were donated to 
area shelters. 

on San Jose Boulevard. Enjoy 
free coff ee with the purchase. 
There’s even a door prize. Jew-
ish Java is a perfect entry point 
for newcomers and those newly 
interested in making community 
connections. The casual setting, 
friendly locals and good food 
are a winning combination. New 
people have so many questions 
and our in-the-know locals and 
Java regulars have the answers. 
It doesn’t matter how long you 
have lived in Jacksonville, you 
have an open invitation to join 
us the fi rst Wednesday of every 
month. It’s the perfect place to 
fi nd out the latest happenings in 
the Jewish and general commu-
nities. Plan to join us.

JCA’s J Institute will launch 
its Lunch and Learn series with 
“Dealing with Diffi  cult People 
in the Workplace.” The program, 
scheduled for Thursday, April 
24 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 
p.m., will be led by psycholo-
gist Jonathan Gross. Dr. Gross 
will discuss common personality 
pitfalls that can be detrimental 
in the workplace and will pro-
vide proven tactics to help deal 
with workplace issues. These 
strategies are also transferable 
to situations beyond the work 
environment. This program is 
open to the entire community 
and is free to JCA members and 
human resource professionals 
and is $5 for guests. Bring a 
brown bag dairy lunch. Regis-
tration is required. Please visit 
www.jcajax.org/ji or contact the 
JCA registrar at 730-2100 x228 
to register. 

An evening of celebration 
and service

Relief Society President Sherry Herrington, along with her counselors, Hattie 
McClennan and Julie LeFevre, with a few of the gift bags that were assem-
bled during the service project.

From its beginning on 
March 17, 1842, Relief Society 
women have been guided by 
their motto, “Charity Never Fai-
leth.” Now, 172 years later, their 
mission to seek out and care for 
those in need has not changed.

The Relief Society is the 
oldest and largest women’s 
organization with 5.5 million 
members worldwide. Its purpose 
is to build faith and personal 
righteousness, strengthen fami-
lies and homes and help those 
in need. To fi nd out more about 
the history and work of Relief 
Society, go to Mormon.org and 
search “Relief Society.”

School holds successful 
scholarship auction

Invite
the community

to your
House of Worship

Submit your 
announcements 

to Faith News!
editor@mandarinnewsline.com

We also auctioned off  a do it 
yourselfer’s dream, a workshop 
quality Rigid drill press.

Over 100 people came out 
and enjoyed food, beverages 
and lots of auction action. 
They held their paddles high 
and helped us raise $10,000 
for scholarships for students in 
need. Thanks to all the people 
who sponsored, donated, at-
tended and bid at the auction!

For advertising call: (904) 866-4919
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE NOT BEEN 
SCREENED BY THE SOUTHEASTERN 
ADVERTISING PUBLISHERS ASSOCIA-
TION (SAPA); Therefore, any discrepancies thereof 
shall not be the responsibility of the aforementioned 
association.  Your publisher has agreed to participate 
in this program and run these ads as a service to the 
Southeastern Advertising Publishers Association.

ADOPTION

A UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP! 
PERSONALIZED ADOPTION PLANS. 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, HOUSING, 
RELOCATION AND MORE. GIVING THE 
GIFT OF LIFE? YOU DESERVE THE BEST. 
CALL US FIRST! 1-888-637-8200. 24 hour 
HOTLINE. SAPA

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Beware of loan fraud. Please check with the Better 
Business Bureau or Consumer Protection Agency be-
fore sending any money to any loan company. SAPA

AUTOMOBILES

TOP CASH FOR CARS, Call Now For An 
Instant Offer. Top Dollar Paid, Any Car/Truck, 
Any Condition. Running or Not. Free Pick-up/Tow. 
1-800-761-9396 SAPA

$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - All 
Credit Types - Find Out If You Qualify -  As 
Low As $21/Month.  Call (888) 291-2920.

TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951  

EMPLOYMENT / HELP WANTED

24/7 SUPPORT! $$$ Up to 50 cpm $$$ Full Ben-
efi ts + Pet & Rider CDL-A Required. 1-866-717-
9899. www.ad-drivers.com

TRUCK DRIVERS Wanted - Up to $7,500.00 
Sign-On Bonus! Top 100 Companies! Great Pay, 
Home Time and Benefi ts! Choose the Best Job! Ap-
ply at: www.TruckDriverJobOffers.com

$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - All 
Credit Types - Find Out If You Qualify - As 
Low As $21/Month. Call (888) 296-3040

HOMEWORKERS NEEDED!!! $775.35 
Weekly Mailing Companies Brochures/   
Online DATA ENTRY For Cash, $300 Daily. 
www.RegionalHomeWorkers.com  

FINANCIAL

Beware of loan fraud. Please check with the Better 
Business Bureau or Consumer Protection Agency be-
fore sending any money to any loan company. SAPA

SIGNATURE FINANCIAL PAYS CASH for 
Owner Financed (private) Mortgage Notes on 
Residential and Commercial Properties. Convert 
Your Monthly Payment in to CASH NOW! Call 
Today! 1-727-232-2442 - Florida All Others 1-855-
844-8771 SAPA

$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT Cash Now!! Injury 
Lawsuit Dragging? Need fast $500-$500,000? Rates 

as low as 1/2% month. Call Now! 1-800-568-8321. www.
lawcapital.com Not valid in NC SAPA

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and afford-
able medications. Our licensed Canadian mail order 
pharmacy will provide you with savings of up to 90 
percent on all your medication needs. Call Today 1-800-
265-0768 for $25.00 off your fi rst prescription and free 
shipping. SAPA

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40 Pills + 4 
FREE for only $99. #1 Male Enhancement, Discreet 
Shipping. Save $500! Buy The Blue Pill! Now 1-800-
491-8751 SAPA

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 1-866-312-6061

MISCELLANEOUS

Dish TV Retailer -SAVE! Starting $19.99/month (for 
12 months.) FREE Premium Movie Channels. FREE 
Equipment, Installation & Activation. CALL, COM-
PARE LOCAL DEALS! 1-800-351-0850.

Wrap up your Holiday Shopping with 100 percent guar-
anteed, delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 67 
PERCENT - PLUS 4 FREE Burgers - Many Gourmet 
Favorites ONLY $49.99.ORDER Today 1-800-715-
2010 Use code “4937 CFW” or www.OmahaSteaks.
com/holiday33

Medical Guardian - Top-rated medical alarm and 24/7 
medical alert monitoring. For a limited time, get free 
equipment, no activation fees, no commitment, a 2nd 
waterproof alert button for free and more - only $29.95 
per month. 800-983-4906

DIRECTV $0 Start Costs! 150+ Channels $7.50/week! 
FREE HBO/Cinemax/Showtime/Starz! FREE Whole 
Home HD/DVR! FREE Installation! Local Installers! 
Hurry Ends Soon Call Now 1-866-248-2451.

MEET SINGLES right now! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse greetings, exchange messages 
and connect live. Try it free. Call now 1-888-909-9978. 
SAPA

AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN HERE - GET FAA 
APPROVED MAINTENANCE TRAINING 
FINANCIAL AID FOR QUALIFIED STUDENTS 
- HOUSING AVAILABLE JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE. CALL AVIATION INSTITUTE 
OF MAINTENANCE 1-866-724-5403 WWW.
FIXJETS.COM. SAPA

Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. Browse greetings,    exchange 
messages and connect live. Try it free. Call now 
1-888-909-9905  

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make or Model! Free 
Towing.   Sell it TODAY. Instant offer: 1-800-
864-5784  

$21 Car Insurance - Instant Quote - All Credit 
Types - Find Out If You Qualify - As Low As 
$21/Month. Call (888) 287-2130

Dish TV Retailer-SAVE! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months.) FREE Premium Movie 

Channels. FREE Equipment, Installation & 
Activation. CALL, COMPARE LOCAL 
DEALS!   1-800-309-1452  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get 
trained as FAA certifi ed Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualifi ed students. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-453-6204

SATELLITE TV

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at $19.99/month (for 
12 mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at $14.95/
month (where available.) SAVE! Ask About SAME 
DAY Installation! CALL Now! 1-800-351-0850

*REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL* Get a 4-Room 
All-Digital Satellite system installed for FREE! 
Programming starting at $19.99/MO. FREE HD/
DVR upgrade for new callers. CALL NOW 1-800-
795-1315 SAPA

VACATION/TRAVEL

NORTH CAROLINA MOUNTAINS Spring 
Special. Stay 3 nights get the 4th night FREE! Call 
now. Rentals for all size families. Pets are welcome! 
Foscoe Rentals 1-800-723-7341. SAPA

WANTED TO BUY

CASH for unexpired DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
and unopened WOUND CARE ITEMS! Free 
Shipping, Best prices, 24 hour payment! Call 
1-855-578-7477,  or visit www.TestStripSearch.com 
Espanol 1-888-440-4001  SAPA

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY-
PAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across 
the USA! Place your ad in over 140 commu-
nity newspapers, with circulation totaling over 
10 million homes. Contact Independent Free 
Papers of America IFPA at danielleburnett-
ifpa@live.com or visit our website cadnetads.
com for more information.

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Asso-
ciation we belong to has purchased the above 
classifi eds. Determining the value of their ser-
vice or product is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employment but rather 
supply the readers with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license ID, or credit 
card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair company does business 
only over the phone it is illegal to request any 
money before delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may 
or may not reach Canada.

The Mandarin High School 
boys’ and girls’ track teams are 
championship teams that look 
forward to fi nishing another 
winning season.

The MHS track and fi eld 
teams are notorious for prac-
ticing through all conditions. 
The athletes were bundled up 
in layers during north Florida’s 
terrifying sub-50 degree tem-
peratures. They were either 
protected by raincoats or 
soaked during the downpours. 
They were fi ghting the sun 
with sunscreen and sweat when 
Jacksonville’s blistering weather 
grew the courage to show itself.

Unlike most sports, track 
has a huge team that is split 
up into smaller squads. The 
athletes range from distance 
runners to hurdlers to sprinters 
to pole-vaulters to throwers and 
to jumpers.

Five dedicated coaches lead 
the teams, with James Schmitt 
as the head. The other coaches 
are Sidney Forrest, Daniel 
Wilcox, James Donovan and 
Carson Mendez.

The season is long and can 
last over four months for ath-
letes who make it to the state 
level.

On the surface track is an 
individual sport, since each 
athlete competes against a 
selection of other athletes at 
competitions. But to be victori-
ous at meets, MHS track and 
fi eld must have a large number 

It may read like a plug 
for our fl otilla website, http://
SafeBoatingJacksonville.com 
but it really isn’t. Well, okay, I 
do think its creator, Paul Burns, 
has loaded access to about ev-
ery safety and convenience tool 
for boaters – including weather, 
charts and safety. While just 
directing you to the site would 
satisfy my title, it is actually 
the use of the online Float Plan 
that is the topic. I can hear 
some groans out there from 
those that just want to have 
fun on the water, but read on. 

MHS Sports Roundup

Focus on track and fi eld
By Hazel Odell, MHS Student

of talented and hardworking 
athletes so that they can earn 
more points.

The camaraderie between 
the athletes is evident when 
one visits the track on a given 
afternoon. The squads warm 
up, work out and cool down 
together. Words (and 

screams) of encouragement 
are shared.

“[The throwing squad] 
welcomed me with open arms; 
we’re like a family,” said sopho-
more Madison Thomas, who 
joined the throwing squad this 
year. “Each team member is 
more than willing to help some-
body with whatever they need.”

As of Thursday, March 8, 
the teams have had eight meets, 
with most of them being at 
home. Both teams have won 
the majority of their meets, but 
they are both working hard to 
improve upon their weaknesses.

As the season moves for-
ward, training to compete at the 
Gateway Conference Champi-
onship becomes stressed. The 
boys have been champions 
for the past six years; the girls 
have been champions for fi ve. 
The meet will take place on 
Wednesday, April 2 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Wolfson High School.

The team’s last non-cham-
pionship meet of the season, 
Friday Nite Spikes, will take 
place at Bartram Trail High 
School on Friday, April 4, be-
ginning at 4:00 p.m.

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Update

The cheapest safety ever
By Contributing Writer Ralph Little, Flotilla 14-8

I’ll direct you to some short-
cuts to minimize the agony of 
another safety step. The plan is 
your back-up to cheat Murphy’s 
Law and Mother Nature and 
give peace of mind. Left with a 
friend or authority likely to take 
action if you are overdue from 
your fun, it will be the cheapest 
insurance you ever had.

As usual, I ask forgiveness 
of readers without computer ac-
cess, but I think my message is 
for all and non-computer Float 
Plan forms are to be found. One 
is in the pamphlet A Boater’s 

Guide to the Federal Require-
ments for Recreational Boats on 
pages 69-74. That is available 
from Auxiliary Vessel Examin-
ers, marinas and marine stores. 

On the website, navigate 
(pun intended) from the homep-
age to Local Boating Info, then 
to File a Float Plan. All the 
information you need will open 
as fl oatplancentral and the big 
green button puts you in the 
plan itself. Paddlers and fi sher-
men into solo trips or who don’t 
always fi nd a pal are probably 
the most needful of leaving 
a plan. If I can get over it, so 
can you. The shortcuts you will 
want to take are to use the Gen-
eral Purpose Plan and fi ll out 
all the items that don’t change, 
like vessel description, commu-
nications, safety equipment on 
board and most operator and 
passenger data. Then save the 
form on your hard drive, leav-
ing only itinerary information 
and passenger changes to fi ll 
out for each trip. You can then 
either email it or hand a copy 
to whoever holds your plan. It 
is key that the holder will act 
and be someone like a relative 
or friend who can’t go with 
you, a marina operator or park 
authority. The accompanying 
Boater Emergency Guide helps 
your holder to begin the search 
process. 

Experienced boat operators 
teach our About Boating Safely 
course at the Florida Tackle 
and Gun Club at 9010 San Jose 
Boulevard. Please call Bob at 
721-1346 to reserve a place in 
the May 17 class or check our 
website. 

Let us know about your 
organization or club!
Don’t know how to write a press release? 

No problem.

Just write up the:
• Who • What • When • Where • Why 

Send to our Editor: Martie Thompson, 
editor@mandarinnewsline.com

Please give your name and phone number should she need 

to contact you. She will handle the rest!

Can you guess this fi sh? One 
of the most abundant fi sher-
ies in North American coastal 
waters is that of certain fi sh that 
is a favorite for many who fi sh 
our areas of the St. Johns River. 
This fi sh is important commer-
cially with millions of pounds 
caught annually. This fi sh is a 
fast-growing species reaching 
maturity in two to three years 
making it resilient to being over 
fi shed. When mature, this fi sh 
will leave the bays and estuar-
ies it normally inhabits through 
the warmer months and spend 
its winter months off shore in the 
Atlantic.

This particular fi sh is 
amongst the fi rst of saltwater 
fi sh to be caught every spring 
for much of the Atlantic Coastal 
United States. We can expect 
this fi sh to be showing in our 
local waters now through fall. 
As the temperature of the water 
increases, you can expect the 
quantities and sizes of this fi sh 
to increase also. Being toler-
ant to a wide range of salinities 
enables this fi sh to endure many 
of our varying summer and fall 
weather patterns.

Average size of this fi sh is 
about 12 inches long with an 
average weight of about one to 
one-and-a-half pounds. In the 
late summer it is not uncommon 
to catch these fi sh nearly double 
their average weight. This fi sh 
has a state record of 4 pounds, 
15 ounces. The table fare for this 
fi sh is considered very good. Its 
fl avor is often described as light, 
sweet and pleasant. It can be 
prepared in any variety of ways 
as long as it is not eaten raw. 
The fi lets are fi rm and pinkish in 
color and turn white and fl akey 
when cooked.

This fi sh can be caught from 
our local piers and docks on the 

Captain David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka

river or by boat, fi shing holes, 
ledges, mud bottoms, shell bot-
toms and bridge pilings. This 
fi sh will bite a large variety of 
baits including shrimp, worms, 
clams, crab, cut fi sh and squid. 
A bottom rig with a 1/0 hook on 
a light to medium rod and reel 
would be your preferred setup. 
The end or start of a changing 
tide is when these fi sh seem to 
bite best, but don’t rule them out 
at any tide or any time of the 
day.

Belonging to the Scaienidae 
family of fi sh, this fi sh is kin 
to more than 270 similar spe-
cies throughout the world. Chefs 
often refer to this fi sh and its 
family members under a com-
mon, generic and more palatable 
name: Corvina. This fi sh shares 
one common trait in particular 
with all of its kin—this is the 
ability to rub its stomach mus-
cles against its swim bladder, 
producing a croaking noise. For 
others in the family, it is more 
of a drumming sound. Some of 
this fi sh’s closest cousins are the 
red drum (redfi sh), black drum, 
weakfi sh and speckled trout, 
which makes for a pretty decent 
family line. If you haven’t 
guessed by now, this fi sh is the 
most prevalent species in our 
area of the river, making itself 
available for us to enjoy by 
catching and eating for much of 
the year. Yes, it is the Croaker.

Fishing Report: Largemouth 
peaking for the spring. Ponds, 
creeks and the river should be 
producing well with live or arti-
fi cial baits. Time to start looking 
for croaker in the river. This is a 
good time of year to try worms 
for bait along with other baits 
when fi shing for them.

Whether you catch one, 
some or none, the family time 
spent fi shing will last a lifetime.

mailto:editor@mandarinnewsline.com
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CommunityMarketplace
Attention Small Businesses!!!

For just $39 per issue you can reach 29,000+ addresses 
(min. of 6 issues) Call 886-4919 today! JOB Finder

Looking for a job in Mandarin?
Here’s where you can fi nd one close to home.

CLASSIFIED ADS!
NOW ONLINE AT

www.mandarinnewsline.com

FREE

Help Wanted
Huntington Learning Center, the nation’s oldest 
supplemental education provider with over 350 
centers nationwide has many open positions for 
part time teachers in ALL SUBJECTS, including 
languages, the Sciences, all types of Mathematics 
and FCAT/PSAT/ACT/SAT exam prep. We 
are a year round program and work with students 
from PreK to adults. Flexible schedules (days, 
afternoons, evenings and/or Saturdays) – commit 
as much time as you have available!  No lesson 
planning required!   Locations:  Mandarin and 
Beaches/Arlington area. Join us today and do 
what you love:  make a difference in a student’s life 
every day! Call today:  (904) 220-9000 or email 
your resume with cover letter.

FT/PT receptionist and massage therapist 
needed for Doctors offi ce.  Please email resume to 
samburskychiro@comcast.net

Growing Pool Service Company needs quality 
pool people now! 
Pool maintenance tech: Looking for experienced 
pool cleaners. Must have at least two years of 
pool cleaning, route service, and chemical/water 
balance experience. Minor equipment repair or 
replacement experience a plus.
Service Tech/ Pool Mechanic: with 2 years’ 
experience in diagnosing, replacement or repair of 
pool equipment and plumbing. Some experience 
in renovations, leak detection and pool mainte-
nance / water balance necessary.
Pool Company Offi ce Manager: Must have 
knowledge and be able to handle all offi ce duties 
associated with pool repair, renovation, service, 
and new construction. Includes quotes, tracking 
inventory, receivables, payables, dispatching, data 
entry, internet, service software,etc.Positions offer: 
• Permanent full time employment • Competitive 
compensation package • Paid vacation after one 
year • Job training and certifi cation programs

• Co. vehicle provided for some positions. Must 
have clean driving record and be willing to submit 
to a background check. Must be outgoing; enjoy 
dealing with people and being outdoors. We take 
pride in maintaining our customer’s property, 
you should too! If this sounds like you please 
respond to r.schmitz@comcast.net with a resume 
including current and past work history. We will 
respond to qualifi ed candidates.

Aquarium Specialist Salesperson needed for 
dynamic, new retail store in Mandarin, Jackson-
ville FL.  Must have 3+ yrs hands-on experience 
with saltwater reef tanks and be well versed on 
the latest life support equipment and lighting.  
All Coral husbandry knowledge is necessary for 
this position. Ability to lift and move 50 lbs is 
necessary.  Part time hourly position which will 
include evenings and weekends.  Apply via email 
and please include detailed aquarium experience:  
CoralReefJunkie@gmail.com

Experienced Media Buyer - Ponte Vedra based 
advertising agency has immediate opening for 
experienced, broadcast media buyer.   Great 
working environment, salary commensurate with 
individual’s experience and expertise.  Excellent 
benefi ts including medical and dental.   If you 
have at least one year of media buying experience 
and want to join our team, send your resume to 
aimee@markschwartzandcompany.com.

Jacksonville Ice & Sportsplex: Looking for 
friendly, outgoing people to provide a fun and 
excellent customer service atmosphere.  Part-time 
positions include Food Court associate, Party 
Host, Rental Shop associate, and Ice Skating 
Guard.  Go to www.jaxiceandsportsplex.com for 
further information.

Massage Therapy
Alicia Hunter LMT

Only $50 an hour #MM12329/MA53865

Neuromuscular Therapy 
(904) 514-5788
www.hunterlmt.com

A New U Massage located in San Jose Office 
Center, Next to Sonny’s and Ace Hardware

$5 OFF with this ad.

American Classic 
Lawns

“Quality Lawn Maintenance”

Mandarin 
N. St. Johns County

707-4468
Residential from $30.
Commercial - Residential

        American EagleLawn Care
Quality Services
Affordable Rates
Licensed & Insured

No Contracts
FREE Estimates
502-0891

- 25+ Years of Experience 
- Excellent Workmanship (by owner) 

and Highly Competitive Rates!
- Repair Specials Available
- Call for Free Phone    
 Estimate

SPECIALIZING IN:  
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR - NO INSTALLATIONS

able

LIC. #1-212

SPRINKLER SYSTEM  
SERVICE AND REPAIR

TUNE-UP SPECIAL $60  Driveways  Concrete Removal
 Patios  Driveway Extension
 Walkways  Pavers

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job! 

Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

FREE ESTIMATES
838-1836

Elaine’s Home  
Cleaning

“You deserve a
clean home today!”

References Available 

Call for Free estimate

904-412-8996

Breakthrough  

Age-Defying Treatment

hseay.nerium.com

T.V. AND FILM  
ACTING CLASSES

For all ages. On camera each week.
Dramatic & Comedy Scene study

Commercial & Audition Techniques,  
Improvisations and Monologues

Taught by Top Hollywood Acting Coach
JILL DONNELLAN

Julington Creek Plantation Club location
(818)879-0486

www.actorsinmotion.com

We Take Pride in Your Lawn

www.prideinyourlawn.com
(904) 451-9824

Kirkland’s Lawn Care

We do it ALL!

SHOE REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS

S. San Jose Blvd.
Mandarin Landing

Shopping Plaza

904-292-0246
Mandarin Landing

Shoe Repair

10601 San Jose Blvd. 32257, Ste. #103

9766 Old St Augustine Rd #7 
904-292-3844

Spring time specials!

10% off  procedures 

done every 4 weeks 

by appointment

FREE blueberry facials each visit

driveways 
tear outs  

patios 
sidewalks

jacksovilleconcreteandmasonry.com
904-252-8882

Driveway in a Day!

www.snipstree.com

 “Tree Preservation”
Tree Fertilization : Aeration :
Insect & Disease Treatments 

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

Over 25 Years Exp.

Sun State 
Lawn Care

Call Dennis 904.874.1765
sunstatelawncare.com

CGC 1521804

Call Melanie 
885-7323

www.Stayinghomejax.com

Staying Home,LLC. 
Free Consultation by

Aging-In-Place Specialist
Learn how to stay in 

your home as you age

Water Treatment Installer (plumbing skills 
required) needed for 23 year old water treatment 
company.  Must have clean drivers record and 
clean background.  Benefi ts. Immediate opening.  
Please call: 262-0197 or e-mail: Terri@affordable-
waterjax.com

Join the Baptist South circle of care. Visit 
e-baptisthealth.com for the most up to date list 
of job openings. Listings are updated daily and 
change often. If you have any questions, please 
call Human Resources at 271.6078.

HELP WANTED! If you like music (and other 
arts) and would like to volunteer to support a 
non-profi t organization bringing music to the 
community, please call 374 8639

Swimming Instructor Position- We are looking 
for energetic, child friendly individuals with 
problem solving skills. You will avidly work 
toward a friendly and encouraging environment 
in which children can progress in their swimming 
techniques. To apply email employees@swim-
mingsafari.com”

Custom Closet installer wanted for Jacksonville’s 
market leader in home organization. Full-time 
position. $14-$15 per hour based on skill set.  A 
clean driving record is a requirement.  All tools 
and vehicles are provided.  Excellent opportunity 
with an established growing company.  Please call 
904.645.0885 to discuss this opportunity.

Garage Floor coating installer wanted for North-
east Florida’s market leader in garage enhance-
ment. This full-time position is an excellent op-
portunity with an established growing company.  
$14-15 per hour based on skill set.  A clean 
driving record is a requirement.  All tools and 
vehicles are provided.  Please call 904.645.0885 
for more information.

TargetedPromotional
Development...

Designed for Your Business!
NowOffering aComplimentaryMarketingAnalysis!

Call us today!
904.287.7574
450-106 State Rd. 13 N #274
Jacksonville, FL 32259

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS THAT LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION

www.promotionalpresence.com

Mandarin NewsLine 

Marketplace ads!

886-4919

Experienced and Dependable

Tell our advertisers
you saw them in

Mandarin NewsLine!

Support our fi ne 
Advertisers!

Mandarin 
NewsLine

Now delivered to 

32223
32258

             32257(select routes)

Don’t miss your chance 
to place your ad 

in the only 
community newspaper 

with a 
monthly circulation of 
29,000 addresses!

Call Today!

886-4919

http://www.hunterlmt.com
http://www.jaxiceandsportsplex.com
http://www.jaxchristianbusiness.com
http://www.hseay.nerium.com
http://www.actorsinmotion.com
http://www.prideinyourlawn.com
http://www.jacksonvilleconcreteandmasonry.com
http://www.snipstree.com
http://www.stayinghomejax.com
http://www.steamlux.com
http://www.sunstatelawncare.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.promotionalpressence.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
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Certified  
Interior

Re-Design & 
Staging

Carpentry....

260-4820

Inc.

Since 1981

SSSSSpeciialliiziing  iinnn 

IIInnterior Paintinggggggg 

aand Wallpaperr 

RReemmoovvaall

Other Specialties....

Here’s Poly!
Backyard Living by Stanley

 100% Eco Friendly Poly Lumber made from   
 recycled plastic

 Lots of Amazing Colors and Styles to choose from

 Easy Care, No Fade, No Indoor Storage Necessary,  
 Sea Salt resistant 

 No Cracks, No Splinters, No Bacterial Growth 

 Allochrome Fasteners-No Rust

 Beautiful, Eco Friendly & Strong Poly Furniture 

Everything you need in ONE PLACE! Visit our showroom!  
12180 Phillips Hwy Jacksonville, FL 

 (3 Miles South of The Avenues on the Right)

(904) 370-1111

#053285

“Concerns about
your drinking

water?”
Call the
Water
Treatment
Company
Jacksonville
has trusted 
for over
20 Years.

Straight
 answers
  No high
   pressure.

  262-0197
   3760    
    KORI RD. 

Lic. #W-32

you

Call the
Water
Treatment
Company
Jacksonville
has trusted 
for over
220 Years.

S      Call the
    Water 
Treatment 
Company 
Jacksonville
has trusted
for over
20 years.

April Savings - Visit the Store or our Website for Details
450 State Road 13 at Race Track, Next to Publix

www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Enjoy Beauty & Song this Spring

“It’s Spring Again…I’ll bring 
again, Tulips from Amsterdam,” 
run the lines of a song from 
my childhood. What, I wonder, 
are your childhood memories 
of spring? I suspect people’s 
memories are as diverse as this 
melting pot that is northeast 
Florida.

And when it comes to gar-
dening, if our parents or grand-
parents indulged there will be 
plenty of memories. But as fond 
as we are of the past, in our 
gardening endeavors we have so 
many modern choices that the 
question of what to grow can be 
overwhelming.

By the end of March the 
stores will be full of six-pack 
vegetables and herbs and myriad 
annuals, plus gorgeous bloom-
ing perennials to tempt us. But 
beware—not all that glitters… 
as the saying goes. Try to be 
disciplined about your pur-
chases. Always remember “right 
plant, right place” and resist that 
impulse buy. And consider that 
although some plants are avail-
able, they may not always be 
suitable for your microclimate.

When it comes to newer 
varieties of vegetables, some are 
resistant to the diseases that can 
plague them. “Solar Fire” toma-
toes, developed at the University 
of Florida, are one example. 
These are adapted to hold up 
well to summer heat. Accord-
ing to The Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences at UF: 
“Solar Fire is resistant to races 
1, 2 and 3 of Fusarium wilt as 
well as Verticillium wilt race 
1 and to gray leafspot. It has 
moderate resistance to fruit soft 
rot, a bacteria that attacks damp 
tomatoes after the fruit has been 
harvested.” They are available in 
stores later than most varieties, 
ready to be planted for a sum-
mer crop.

Flowers with fancy double 
blooms aren’t always a good 
choice, as this quality can come 
at the expense of nectar and 

Gardening: Spring is here again
By Contributing Writer Master Gardener Lesley Arrandale with Duval County Extension, University of Florida/IFAS

ease of access for bees and 
other pollinators. Old fashioned 
fl owers can encourage a variety 
of insects, most of which are 
benefi cial. To help further, look 
out for native Florida plants, like 
coreopsis and Gaillardia, with 
simple daisy-like fl owers.

How is your lawn? By the 
time it begins to green up, con-
sider your fertilization schedule. 
Apply the minimum recom-
mended amount, aiming to use 
an iron booster in the summer 
and a fi nal application of fertil-
izer in the fall. Avoid “weed and 
feed” products, which can hurt 
the roots of trees and shrubs. 
Apply herbicides only where 
there are weeds! Mow your grass 
high, three-and-a-half inches 
to four inches for standard St 
Augustine and water as needed. 
Although in summer we are 

allowed to water twice a week, 
hold off  when rain is expected 
or the grass looks green and wa-
ter perhaps on the next available 
day. Who knows, it might rain 
before then anyway.

For fertilizer recommenda-
tion and watering regulations, 
check out the Florida Friendly 
website: http://ffl  .ifas.ufl .edu/
homeowners/nine_principles.
htm. Each heading in the article 
will take you to a detailed chap-
ter answering all your questions 
– and more.

As always, I recommend our 
own Extension Service news-
letter, A New Leaf. The March/
April edition is available at 
http://duval.ifas.ufl .edu/docu-
ments/nleafMarchApril2014.pdf. 
No computer? No problem. Call 
255 7450 and ask to be put on 
the New Leaf mailing list.

A message from the St. Johns 
River Water Management District...

During Daylight Savings 
Time, residential lawn 
watering is limited to two 
days per week:
• Homes with odd number    
   addresses: Wed./Sat.
• Homes with even number  
   addresses: Thurs./Sun.
• Nonresidential 
   properties: Tues./Fri.

Water for no more than 
one hour per zone.

Water only when needed 
and not between 10 AM 
and 4 PM

water less

Visit www.fl oridaswater.com

Be sure 
to tell our 
advertisers that 
you saw their 
ad in our Home 
Improvement 
Guide!

http://www.wbu.com/jacksonville
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Contact us today for more information:

Susan Penta
(904) 868-8986
spenta@landon-homes.net
Landon-Homes.Net

At Landon Homes, we are confident we can 
build an exceptional home. Beyond that our 
goal is to see to it that you enjoy the process, 
and that your home-building experience 
will be pleasant and stress free. That’s why 
communication, honesty, integrity and getting 
it right the first time are so important to us. 
We want to create a relationship with you that 
continues beyond the sale and closing as you 
continually discover the delights of living in 
your dream home. 

The team at Landon Homes consists of 
dedicated, talented, experienced, highly 
qualified professionals whose goal is to make 
your dream come true. Let us show you why 
that sets us apart from other builders and why 
choosing Landon Homes is the best decision 
you’ll ever make. 

homesites nestled among the sweeping oak 
trees

dining, shopping, retail, waterways, 

CRC1326780

Last Chance

Only 2  

Home Sites 

Remaining!

Tree Work
by

Mitch Drake & Sons

(904) 703-5040                  (904) 287-3819Licensed, Insured
& Workman’s Comp

www.treeworkbymitchdrakeandsons.com

2012 Angie’s List 
Super Service Award

Over 35 Years Experience
 
 

|  carpet  |

|  wood  |

|  tile  |

  |  stone  |

|  laminate  |

|  installs & repairs  |

|  25+ years of combined experience  |

|  one year warranty on labor  |

| no subcontractors |

A Family-Owned and Operated
Flooring and Bath Showroom and Design Center

904-230-0102 
www.inspiredfloorandbath.com

SALE!Free upgraded carpet pad with any purchase and install a 500 sq.ft. or greater.  EXP: 4/30/14 Mention this ad

According to the St. Johns 
River Water Management Dis-
trict (SJRWMD), we are reach-
ing the sustainable limits of our 
groundwater supplies and must 
seek other sources, such as the 
river. One of the major reasons 
that we are in this predicament 
is because of how ineffi  ciently 
we use water. Nearly 50 percent 
of the water that we use goes on 
our lawns and plants and about 
10 percent of the water used 
inside our homes is wasted due 
to leaks. This is the same water 
that we drink, feeds our wet-
lands, bubbles up and creates 
our magnifi cent springs and 
provides 20 to 30 percent of the 
fl ow of the St. Johns. 

By using water more effi  -

Homeowners who want 
their homes to make strong 
fi rst impressions must priori-
tize curb appeal. Homes with 
strong curb appeal sell well 
and can impart a welcoming 
feel to all visitors. Improving 
curb appeal need not be ex-
pensive, and the following are 
a handful of ways to improve 
the appearance of your home.
1. Install a bold-looking 

door in a vibrant color or 
one with a custom design. 
This helps the home stand 
out from other properties 
in the neighborhood.

2. Edge the driveway to 
create a distinct border 
between the driveway and 
the lawn or other land-
scaping features. This helps 
homes appear neat and 
well kept.

3. Use outdoor lighting to 
make a home more invit-
ing. Outdoor lighting also 
makes properties safer to 
traverse at night.

4. Clean a home’s exterior to 
remove mildew or discol-
orations from the siding, 
driveway, patio, and other 
outdoor elements.

5. Improve landscapes with 
fresh plants and seasonal 
color. Homeowners with-
out the time to plant can 
consider container gardens, 
which don’t take much 
time to assemble but still 
add appeal to a home’s 
exterior.

6. Prune planting beds and 
add new mulch to restore 
color.

Helpful irrigation tips to save water
By Contributing Writer Jimmy Orth, Executive Director, St. Johns Riverkeeper

Nine ways to improve 
curb appeal

7. Add shutters and accent 
trim to a home’s exterior to 
improve on the beauty of 
the house.

8. Install new fencing or 
give a fresh coat of paint 
or stain to an existing 
fence.

9. Replace concrete paths 
with tile or stone walkways 
to make entryways more 
impressive and inviting. 

ciently, we can save money and 
prevent the need for expensive 
and risky plans to siphon water 
from our river. 

A recent study found that 
homeowners can reduce their 
water consumption by over 
30 percent by simply readjust-
ing the automatic irrigation 
system on a regular basis. The 
lesson here is don’t just set it 
and forget it. Pay close atten-
tion to the weather and rainfall 
patterns and frequently adjust 
your irrigation timers accord-
ingly. Often, rainfall can provide 
all of the water that your lawn 
and plants need. Also, carefully 
inspect and adjust your spray-
heads on a regular basis, mak-
ing sure that your sprinklers are 

not also watering the sidewalks, 
driveway or street. 

If you are a JEA customer, 
you can call (866) 664-8644 to 
schedule a free water checkup 
and irrigation audit to improve 
the effi  ciency of your system. 

The type of plants and 
grasses that we use in our 
landscaping is another major 
reason for our wasteful watering 
practices. By gradually expand-
ing beds with low-maintenance, 
native plants and reducing 
the size of our lawns, we can 
eventually save a tremendous 
amount of time, money and wa-
ter. The rule here is “right plant, 
right place.” Pick the plants that 
are the most appropriate for the 
specifi c conditions of your yard 
(sun or shade, moist or dry soil, 
etc.) and will require the least 
amount of water and fertilizer. 

We also often apply much 
more water than our plants 
and grass really need to re-
main healthy. Over-watering 
can actually result in a shallow 
root system, making your lawn 
less drought-tolerant and more 
susceptible to weed growth, dis-
ease, fungus and insects. Irrigate 
only when your lawn shows 
signs of stress from lack of wa-
ter—when the leaf blades begin 
to fold in half, the lawn turns a 
bluish-gray color or footprints 
linger. 

If you have an irrigation 
system, consider installing a soil 
moisture sensor. These inex-
pensive devices can cut your 
sprinkler system water usage by 
more than half by continuously 
checking soil moisture levels 
and preventing your sprinklers 
from operating when watering 
is not needed.

Follow the local irriga-
tion ordinance that only allows 
watering up to two times a week 
(March through November) and 
before 10:00 a.m. and after 4:00 
p.m. If your street address is an 
odd number, watering is allowed 

on Wednesday and Saturday, 
while even number addresses 
can only water on Thursday and 
Sunday. The days for businesses 
and non-residential locations 
are Tuesday and Friday.

Finally, consider installing a 
rain barrel or cistern to conserve 
water and prevent runoff  that 
can wash fertilizers and chemi-
cals down storm drains and into 

our waterways. 
By working together to 

use water more effi  ciently, we 
can save money, conserve our 
groundwater resources, and pro-
tect our precious St. Johns River 
from unnecessary and poten-
tially harmful water withdrawal 
plans.

Learn more at stjohnsriver-
keeper.org/river-friendly.

http://www.inspiredfloorandbath.com
http://www.treeworkbymitchdrakeandsons.com
http://www.Landon-Homes.net
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this SEASON

904.724.7211  l  DAVIDGRAYONLINE.COM

SERVICE YOUR SYSTEM

*Valid only with coupon. Must be presented to technician at time of service.  
Discounts and coupons are not valid on warranty work. Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 4/30/2014 (CAC057180)

Any Service Call with Repair*

$10off

OR SAVE ON A NEW ONE

*While supplies last. Ask representative for details. (CAC057180)

Our NEW Comfort Line
up to $600 off *

CR0114

STAY

Jacksonville   (904) 262-8113 
10130 Philips Highway          

(Across from Avenues Mall, exit 339)    

Open 7 Days A Week    AveLighting.com  

Clearance
100’s of Lights, Ceiling Fans, Accessories and Furniture!

SPRING

%*

Off20 - 60
STOREWIDE

Shop our BIGGEST SALE 
of the year!

HURRY, Quantities Limited
*Sale ends March 31. Excludes prior promotions, 

sale items as marked. In stock items only.

re!

You know spring has sprung 
when it’s time for the annual 
Mandarin Garden Club Garden 
Festival and Plant Sale. Mark 
your calendar for Saturday, April 
26 from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
at 2892 Loretto Road. Admis-
sion is free and there is plenty of 
parking next door at the Masonic 
Lodge. From beginner gardeners 
to expert gardeners, you don’t 
want to miss this most popular 
gardening event.

Have you always wanted 
to start a little butterfl y garden 
or expand your existing but-
terfl y garden? This is the place 
to purchase reasonably priced 
butterfl y garden plants, see the 
butterfl y garden on the garden 
club grounds and get easy-to-un-
derstand expert butterfl y garden-
ing advice.

Have you always wanted to 
start a charming little antique 
rose garden in that special sunny 
spot in your yard or expand your 
existing rose garden? The easiest 
to grow antique roses will be 
available to purchase at a bargain 
price and garden club ladies will 
be available to assist you in how 
to successfully grow antique 
roses.

Native plants are always a 
popular addition to any garden. 
You will be able to purchase 
some of the easiest to grow na-
tives and see how they grow in 
the native plant garden in front 

KB Home (NYSE: KBH), 
one of the nation’s largest and 
most recognized homebuilders, 
continues to expand its new 
home choices throughout the 
greater Northeast Florida market 
with the recent debut of two new 
communities in Mandarin: Whit-
more Oaks and Westberry Manor.

“We are very excited to 
introduce these two new com-
munities and provide more 
opportunities for homeownership 
to the residents of Mandarin,” 
said Todd Holder, president of 
KB Home’s Jacksonville division. 
“At Whitmore Oaks and West-
berry Manor, homebuyers can 
enjoy the charm of established 
neighborhoods with convenient 
access to major job centers while 
taking advantage of the ability 
to build a home personalized to 
meet their lifestyle and budget 
needs.”

Single-family homes avail-
able at Westberry Manor off er 
two one-story and fi ve two-story 
fl oor plans ranging in size from 
2,100 to over 3,500 square feet 
and include practical design 
features such as spacious great 
rooms and expansive kitchens. 
Westberry Manor is close to area 
shopping, dining and recreation 
at nearby Julington Creek and 
the St. Johns River.

KB Home’s Whitmore Oaks 
off ers three one-story and six 
two-story fl oor plans that range 
from 2,004 to 3,555 square feet, 
with up to six bedrooms and 
four baths. Located on Old St. 
Augustine Road, Whitmore Oaks 

Mandarin Garden Club news
By Contributing Writer Susan Westermann, Mandarin Garden Club

of the club-
house. A wide 
selection of 
pass-along 
plants that 
all southern 
gardens should 
have will be 
available along 
with vegetables, 
herbs, orna-
mental grasses, 
shrubs, trees, 
perennials, 
annuals, suc-
culents and 
cacti. Wonderful 
garden-related vendors will be 
available to supply you with gar-
den art, handmade herbal soap, 
unique recycled denim creations, 
glass totem garden sculptures, 
life-like hand carved birds and 
much more. Jacksonville’s own 
herb expert Linda Cunningham 
will have at her booth all the 
very best kinds of herbs to grow. 
Cunningham not only sells the 
very best herbs, she can teach 
you anything you want to know 
about growing and using herbs. 
The 65th anniversary Mandarin 
Garden Club Cookbook will also 
be available.

A wonderful barbeque lunch 
will be available to purchase, 
along with delectable home-
made sweets made by garden 
club members. Coff ee and water 
will be available at no charge 

inside the building. The always 
knowledgeable and helpful Duval 
County Master Gardeners will 
be on hand to help with your 
gardening questions. The Man-
darin Garden Club booth will be 
available for membership ques-
tions and special events building 
rental questions. The garden club 
grounds behind the clubhouse 
will be open for all to enjoy the 
butterfl y garden, herb garden, 
perennial garden, veggie garden, 
bromeliad garden, native plant 
garden ornamental grass garden 
and the children’s Bumblebee 
Circle Garden. Sit a spell on one 
of the many garden benched and 
enjoy the fl owers and nature.

For additional information, 
please contact info@mandar-
ingardenclub.org or 268-1192. 
Good Gardening!

It is easy in Mandarin to attract to your yard the Florida 
state butterfl y, the Zebra Longwing. One of the plants 
they love is the beautiful, easy to grow, pass along plant 
the Firebush. 

Homebuilder continues to grow in 
Mandarin area market

off ers easy access to Interstate 
95 for quick commutes. Homes 
at Whitmore Oaks and West-
berry Manor start from the mid 
$200,000s and are available with 
no community development 
district fees. 

KB Home off ers homebuy-
ers the chance to design and 
customize their homes from 
fl oor plan to structural options 
through its unique Built to Or-
der™ approach. Models at Whit-
more Oaks and Westberry Manor 
showcase the various compo-
nents that can be included in a 
new KB home such as a covered 
patio for outdoor entertaining, 
a master bath with separate 

tub and shower, and a gourmet 
kitchen with a double oven and 
cooktop. Homebuyers are guided 
by a personal design consultant 
at the local KB Home Studio to 
help them build a home that is 
unique to their style and taste. 

KB Home has been building 
in Jacksonville for more than 
a decade and with the recent 
openings of Whitmore Oaks and 
Westberry Manor, the builder 
has enhanced its presence in the 
popular Mandarin market. KB 
Home plans to continue to invest 
in this area with the upcoming 
grand opening of another single-
family community, Abby Glen, 
on Sunbeam Road this summer.

For all your community news!
Martie Thompson, Editor
editor@mandarinnewsline.com
Advertising Sales
886-4919

Mandarin 
NewsLine

The third grade students at St. Joseph Catholic School are learn-
ing about stars, galaxies and constellations. They researched several 
websites, read books and used their science notes to learn about these 
stars. After learning about the constellations, the children then created 
and even named some new ones! Some of the newly named constel-
lations are: Softy the Teddy Bear, Bumblebee, Hands, Harley the Dog, 
Chelsea the Cheetah and Shield for Christ.

Star Power!

http://www.avelighting.com
mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.DavidGrayonline.com
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State Certified Pool Contractor Lic. # CPC1456905 & CPC1458125

Paradise Pool Service ~ Your Pool Specialist

NOW is the perfect time to update or renovate your pool!

5% 
discount 

on pool finish 

when installing a 

new pool finish

EXP: 4/30/14
Call us for a free 
consultation today!904-449-2055

ParadisePoolService.net 

TREE FARM & NURSERY

FREE LANDSCAPE ESTIMATES

or visit us at www.sjtreefarm.com

Call NOW for Your FREE Landscape 
Estimates

Mulching
Sodding
Pavers
Irrigation

Landscape Plants
Underbrushing
Living Fences
Plant Replacements

The Heart of Jacksonville 
African Violet Society will 
hold its show and sale, en-
titled River City Violets, on 
March 28 and 29, 2014 at the 
San Jose Church of Christ in 
Jacksonville (in the Family 
Life Center Fellowship Hall). 
The church is located in the 
Lakewood area, at 6233 San 
Jose Boulevard. This show will 
be judged by the standards of 
the national organization, Af-
rican Violet Society of Amer-
ica (AVSA.ORG). Show hours 
are Friday, March 28, from 
12:00 noon until 6:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 29, from 
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

The African Violet, Amer-
ica’s number one houseplant, 
will be on display as never 
seen before! The cultivation 
and propagation of this popu-
lar plant has attracted a large 
following in Florida and in 
our Jacksonville community. 
The club will showcase prized 

Make plans to attend the fi rst judged African violet show in over a decade
specimens in all classes which 
include standard, semi-min-
iature and miniature variet-
ies. In the last few years the 
smaller semi-miniature and 
miniature have really grown 
in popularity. These are very 
pretty miniaturized versions 
of the standard violet and 
are rarely seen in your big 
box stores. We will even have 
a few rare microminiature 
varieties, to show off . The club 
will highlight these categories 
and hope to make them avail-
able to the public. We will also 
show plants with foliage that 
will amaze you such as varie-
gated, ruffl  ed and girl foliage. 
This will be an opportunity to 
view a variety of bloom colors 
like fantasies, reds, whites, bi-
colors and striped.

Throughout the show, club 
members will be on hand to 
off er advice on violet grow-
ing, as well as trouble shoot 
specifi c problems individual 

growers might have. Plants 
will be on sale, from show 
plants to mature blooming 
plants. For growers wanting 
to start or renew their collec-
tion, an extensive selection 
of starter plants (babies) and 
leaves will be available. Sup-
plies will also be available, 
including hard to fi nd violet 

For advertising call: (904) 866-4919

Mandarin 
        NewsLine

pots and reservoirs, special 
fertilizers and a special soil 
mix for our preferred wick 
watering system, which will 
also be displayed.

For more information 
about African Violets or the 
Jacksonville African Violet 
Society, please visit jackson-
villeviolets.org.

It is better to offer
no excuse
than a
bad one.

~George Washington

mailto:publisher@rtpublishing.com
http://www.ParadisePoolService.net
http://www.sjtreefarm.com
http://www.BHHSFloridaNetworkRealty.com


Kids Are Not Little Adults

We understand that kids are not little adults. They 
have special needs and an emergency room can be an 
anxious place for a child.

Our physicians are board certified in emergency 
medicine and our registered nurses are certified 
in pediatric advanced life support and trained in 
pediatric medication administration. The Memorial 
Emergency Center - Julington Creek offers rapid 
response for pediatric patients - children will be seen 
quickly in one of our two pediatric rooms.

www.memorialhospitaljax.com

http://www.memorialhospitaljax.com
http://www.jaxfcu.org
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