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Merry Christmas
Tim Zimmerman & The King’s Brass 
Part Of The 2011-12 Season Of Praise 
Concert Series Coming To Shell Point 

The Village Church at Shell Point Retirement Community will welcome Tim 
Zimmerman & The King’s Brass for two evening performances in January.  
Both concerts will be held in the Village Church Auditorium on The Island at 

Shell Point, with the first concert on Sunday, January 8 at 6:15 p.m. and the second 
concert on Monday, January 9 at 7:15 p.m.

“We love having Tim Zimmerman & The King’s Brass perform every year as part of 
our Season of Praise concert series,” said Pastor Randy Woods, minister of worship and 
music for The Village Church. “All of the musicians in this group are amazingly talented 
and skilled; their inspirational and entertaining concerts are always enjoyed by everyone.”

Back by popular demand, Tim Zimmerman & The King’s Brass will perform at Shell 
Point and audience members will be able to participate in live video recordings of the 
King’s Brass concerts. Renowned for their presentations of hymn classics with a contem-
porary flair, the King’s Brass features three trumpets, three trombones, a tuba, percus-
sion and keyboards. Each instrument blends together to create a show of innovative wor-
ship for the enjoyment of all generations.

Tickets are available at $10 each, and can be purchased online at www.shellpoint.
org/villagechurch/events. For more information about the concert series, call 454-2147.

The King’s Brass       

Christmas Cheer 
For Children Of 
Harlem Heights

Helping local children experience 
the joy of Christmas is some-
thing that spoke to the hearts of 

the women in Greeters of Greater Fort 
Myers. One of the local areas where 
families are struggling during this difficult 
economy is Harlem Heights. When it 
was brought to their attention that they 
could make a real difference by donat-
ing gift bags to children of the Harlem 

Heights Elementary School, they set the 
wheels in motion back in October.

Everyone was on board and members 
began collecting goodies to fill up red and 
green bags of Christmas cheer for the kids 
of Harlem Heights. Volunteers showed up 
on collection day at the November month-
ly meeting to record and load the donated 
gift bags. Linda Fitzpatrick and Janet 
Gambuzza delivered the bags on Monday, 
December 12. 

A very special thanks goes out to 
Cheri Hauer, project organizer and fel-
low Greeter member. You can see by 
the happy faces that the children were 
delighted.

Donations brought Christmas cheer to the kids of Harlem Heights  

From the gang 
at the 

Island Sun & 
River Weekly News

Cheers!



Historic Downtown Fort Myers, Then And Now

A Christmas Tree That Sings In Memory
by Gerri Reaves

What was Christmastime like in downtown Fort Myers 
years ago? Ask anyone whose memory goes back a few 
decades and one thing will certainly be mentioned: The 

Singing Christmas Tree. 
Marion “Skeet” Durrence won a place in history and in the 

hearts of locals for creating the most famous Christmas tree the 
city ever had, which was definitely a live one! 

That’s a considerable legacy for a young woman from 
Reidsville, Georgia, who discovered Fort Myers by chance in 
1920 while on her honeymoon. By the way, she earned her nick-
name because the mosquitoes used to “get to” her, as she put it.

Her gift to the community was staged by the combined Glee Clubs of Fort Myers 
Junior-Senior High School. Many students recall their performance perched upon the 
scaffolding. 

In the historic photo, Durrence – her back to the photographer – directs what 
became one of the city’s best-loved traditions. The scene is the band shell, which in 
1948 moved to the Yacht Basin at Edwards Drive and Hendry Street. 

It stood just south of the future site of the Exhibition Hall, which would be built in 
1954 (demolished in 2007). That’s where most people remember seeing the holiday 
spectacle, which was quite an extravaganza, with scores of singers flanked by an elabo-
rate manger scene, all glowing in the night. 

The singing wonder started in 1945 on the steps of the post office, today’s Sidney 
& Berne Davis Art Center. The next year it moved to Lee Street and Edwards Drive 
and singers perched on a new frame.

So impressive was the tree that in 1957, Florida Gov. LeRoy 
heard The Singing Christmas Tree while visiting Fort Myers and 
invited Durrence to the governor’s mansion to perform. 

The tree had another moment of fame when in 1960, the 
group sang for the opening of President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
Pageant of Peace at the White House. 

When Durrence retired from teaching in 1975, she had direct-
ed the Fort Myers High School Glee Club for 30 years. Until the 
end of her long life in 1991, the pianist kept busy, accompanying 
civic groups and directing special events such as the holiday tradi-
tion at the Edison Home for the Fort Myers Women’s Community 
Club. 

Walk down Hendry Street to the former site of the living 
tree that symbolized Christmas spirit in Fort Myers. Then walk 
the short distance to the Southwest Florida Museum of History 
at 2031 Jackson Street to see Learning From Modernism: A 
Celebration of Mid-Century Design, co-hosted by the American 
Institute of Architects, FLASW. 

For information, call 321-7430 or go to www.swflmuseu-
mofhistory.com. Museum hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday. 

Follow-up your exploration of local wonders with a visit to 
the Southwest Florida Historical Society, one of the area’s best 
research centers for local history. 

The society is located at 10091 McGregor Boulevard on the 
campus of the Lee County Alliance for the Arts. Also on display is 
a free special exhibit on World War II. 

Contact the all-volunteer non-profit organization at 939-4044. 
Or drop by on Wednesday or Saturday between 9 a.m. and noon 
to explore the fascinating archives.

Sources: The archives of the Southwest Florida Historical 
Society.

Once the scene of a beloved holiday tradition, this parcel awaits the next chapter in history
photo by Gerri Reaves

“Skeet” Durrence directs the famous Singing Christmas Tree at the band shell that used to stand near the 
Caloosahatchee River in downtown Fort Myers                    courtesy of the Southwest Florida Historical Society
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Nearly New Bikes 
Go To 20 Children 
In Immokalee

There are many happy children rid-
ing new bicycles. New to them, at 
least.

Another shipment of free, refur-
bished bicycles from the Sanibel Bicycle 
Club arrived in Immokalee on Friday, 
December 16, and 20 children from 
Immokalee Community School benefited. 
The school is operated by Redlands 
Christian Migrant Association for low-
income families, and it chose the neediest 
families in which children lacked bicycles.

“It was wonderful,” said Gloria Padilla, 
RCMA’s coordinator for the Immokalee 
area. “As soon as they saw those bikes, 
they were so excited. They did not care if 
they were used or not.”

Several years ago, the bicycle club 
began organizing a community drive to 
collect used bikes for distribution to the 
needy. Since 2008, the club has brought 
almost 500 bicycles from Sanibel to 
impoverished residents of Immokalee.

Friday’s shipment totaled 40 bicycles. 
After the schoolchildren chose theirs, 
10 bikes were set aside for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Church, which min-
isters to the local poor. Another 10 were 
given to people who arrived – on foot 
– to ask whether any were left, Padilla 
noted.

Mike Miller, president of the bicycle 
club, noted that many Sanibel residents 

had contributed in the project. He cited 
Billy Kirkland, owner of Billy’s Bikes and 
Rentals, who contributed supplies for bike 
repairs and assisted in transportation, 
and the Sanibel Congregational United 
Church of Christ, which provided storage 
space for the bikes while they were being 
refurbished. 

 “Being able to distribute the bicycles 

during the holidays was especially reward-
ing for club members,” Miller added.

Fourth grader Kassandra Garcia of Immokalee Community School 
poses with the bicycle she received free from the Sanibel Bicycle 
Club. 

RCMA photo/Daniel Fell

Sonia Domingo, a fourth grader at Immokalee Community 
School, happily rolls a bike away from the flatbed trailer where 
members of the Sanibel Bicycle Club unloaded them. 

RCMA photo/Daniel Fell.

Old FashionedOld FashionedEdison’sEdison’s

$6.95$6.95Lunches forLunches for
Served 11am-4pm Everyday of the Week

Edison’s Famous 
Happy Hour

Half Price House Brand Cocktails, Domestic Draft 
Beer and Wine Everyday 11am-8pm

Free Range 
Chicken Caesar Salad

Moonlight Garden 
Wedge Salad
Fresh Seasonal 

Vegetable Panini
Hot Pressed Havana Cuban

Corned Beef on Rye
“Make it a Reuben” add $2.00

The Chicken Philly

Marinated Grilled 
Chicken Breast Sandwich

The Edison 
Black Angus Burger

Atlantic Fried 
Fish Sandwich

Chicken Salad Sandwich
Mina’s Homemade 

Meatloaf
Chicken Pot Pie

All Sandwiches Served with Your Choice of French Fries or Coleslaw

Cup of Soup House Salad Half Sandwich
Your Choice of Two!

Come on in for some last-minute

GIFT ITEMS!
Gift Baskets and Gift Cards also available.

ned, fresh and fun!

MaMaMaMaMMarkrkrkrkrketetetett ooooopepepepeeppen n n nnn 7 7 7 7 777 dadadadadadaysysysysysy : : : ::: 111111111111 aaaaaaaa.m.m.m.m.mmmm.... tototototottoo 999999999 pppppppp.mm.m.m.mm.mm. . . 
ReReReReRReststststsstauauauauauauurarararaantntntntn : : : : SuSuSuSuSun.n.n.n. –––– TTTTThuhuhuhuhhuhuhhh r.r.r.r.r 11111111111 a.a.a.a.aaa.m.m.m.m..m –––––– 999999 pppppp.m.m.m.m.m.mm. .. .   ||||||   FrFrFrFrFrFrri.i.i.i.i.i. ––––– SSSSSSSSSatatatatatata . .. .  111111111111111 aaaaaa.m.mm.m.mmmm. . . . –––––– 1010101010110100 ppppppp.m.m.m.m.m.m.m.....

171717171771765656565565650 00 0 0 0 SaSaSaSaSaSan n n nn n CaCaCCaCaC rlrlrlrllrlr osososososos BBBBBBouououououo leleleleeevavavavaavardrdrdrdrddrd, , , , , FtFtFtFtFtFtFt. . .. . MyMyMyMyMyMMyMyMyerererererere s,s,s,s,s,s,s, FFFFFFFL L L L L L 3333333333333 939393939393931111111
2323232323239.9.9.9.99 4848484848482.2.2.22.2.676767676767656565656565 |||||| SaSaSaSaSaSaSaSandndndndndndndyByByByByByByBututututututututleleleleleler.r.r.r.r.r.rr cococococococococommmmmmmmmm

Locally ow

Share your community news with us.
Call 415-7732, Fax: 415-7702

or email press@riverweekly.com



THE RIVER - DECEMBER 23, 20114

Junior League 
Joins PACE 
Center For Lunch

The Sustainer Members of the 
Junior League of Fort Myers cre-
ated a special holiday celebration 

for more than 50 female students of 
the PACE Center for Girls at an annual 
holiday luncheon hosted at the home 
of Stephanie Miller, a PACE Advisory 
Board Member, on Tuesday, December 
6. 

The PACE Center for Girls is a not-
for-profit organization that provides edu-
cation, prevention, intervention and diver-
sion services for at-risk girls and young 
women ages 12 to 17. The PACE Center 
is one of many local organizations the 
Junior League of Fort Myers supports. 

Using personal and community dona-
tions, Sustainer Members of the Junior 
League of Fort Myers gave PACE stu-
dents stockings filled with fashion acces-

sories, school and personal care items. 
(Sustainer Members of the Junior League 
of Fort Myers have served at least 6 years 
of active service with the League.) 

A holiday feast was also provided 
by the League Sustainers in order to 
help celebrate the girls’ successes in 
2011. Luncheon speakers included Gail 
Markham, PACE chair, and Carolyn 
Baker-McCord, president of Junior 
League of Fort Myers.

The Junior League of Fort Myers, Inc., 
a member of the Association of Junior 
Leagues International, Inc., is an organi-
zation of women committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of 
women and improving the community 
through the effective action and leader-
ship of trained volunteers. Its purpose is 
exclusively educational and charitable. 

For more information about Junior 
League, call 239-277-1197 or visit www.
jlfm.org.

Radel Speaks 
At Montage 
Women’s Club

The Montage Women’s Club of 
Greater Fort Myers recently had 
radio host and anchorman Trey 

Radel of Fox News 92.5 speak to the 
group of more than 60 women at The 
Landings Restaurant regarding the U.S. 
Forces Fund that he and his wife, Amy 
Wegmann, have established to help our 
military heroes at home and abroad. 
The U.S. Forces Fund is committed to 
improving the quality of life of active 
duty and veteran Armed Forces person-
nel. The Montage group has contributed 
to this fund and also sent a multitude 
of Christmas stockings full of good-
ies to our local soldiers serving over-
seas through the Red Cross office on 
Cleveland Avenue in Fort Myers.

In addition, the Montage Charities 
Committee has collected and donated 60 
dresses for the Pace Center For Girls

continued on page 6

Back row from left to right: Shamie Kelly, Lucy Mastej, Lynne Adams, Pam Dorchak, 
Jeanne Dozier, Sandra Stilwell and Suze Kyle. Front row seated from left to right: Sandra 
Raak, Karyl Davis, Carolyn Baker-McCord and Kim Hunt

DAILY FEATURES

$

$ 99

$

$ 99

Under New Ownership

It’s Back!!!  Happy Wednesdays - Each & Every Wednesday - 4pm til 9pm - Grand Seafood Buffet
$17.99 - Adults            $9.00 - children under 10

Go back for 2nds, 3rds, 4ths, 5ths. Eat all you want - “Make me cry!”
Alaskan Snow Crab Legs, Roast Beef, Baked Ham, Pork Loin, Turkey, Gulf Shrimp, Chicken Specialties, BBQ Spareribs, Fried Shrimp, 

Steamed Clams & Mussels, Beer Batter Fish, Italian Specialties, Potato, Fresh Vegetables & Seafood Specialties, Raw Bar - Oysers, Clams,
Peel-n-Eat Shrimp, Carving Station, Fruit & Salad Bar, Dessert Bar - assorted cakes, pies & cheesecakes, and much, much more!

It’s Great!!!  It’s Enormous!!!  It’s Reasonable!!!  It’s Delicious!!!

Trey Radel
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Residents who attended the Holiday 
Carol Sing at First Presbyterian 
Church of Fort Myers on Tuesday, 

December 13 contributed plenty of 
canned goods and cash to help the 
Everyday Marketplace & Café (formerly 
known as The Soup Kitchen) of CCMI 
feed the hungry in Southwest Florida.

Approximately 4,500 pounds of food 
was donated at the 21st Annual Holiday 
Carol Sing, which was sponsored and 
organized by the Galloway Family of 
Dealerships. The canned goods will be 
distributed immediately to families in 
need, according to event organizers.

“It is so gratifying to see our commu-
nity coming together to help those less 
fortunate, especially during these difficult 
economic times. The need has never 
been greater,” said event founder Sam 
Galloway, Jr. 

About 3.000 people attended the 
three performances, which featured a 
sing-a-long with the First Presbyterian 
Church Choir, special guest soloists and a 
visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus.

The Holiday Carol Sing is the third 
of three annual community sing-a-longs 
presented by First Presbyterian Church 

and sponsored by the Galloway Family 
of Dealerships. The other two are Mrs. 
Edison’s Hymn Sing in February (planned 
next for February 7 as part of the Edison 
Festival of Light) and A Midsummer 
Night’s Sing in July. All three events ben-
efit the Everyday Marketplace & Café of 
CCMI, which was founded as The Soup 
Kitchen by First Presbyterian Church of 
Fort Myers in 1984.

The Holiday Carol Sing and two 
hymn sings are major sources of sup-

port for CCMI, which is an innovative 
non-profit 501(c)3 organization made up 
of social service entrepreneurs fighting 
to end homelessness and hunger in our 
community. The agency provides more 
than 14,000 meals each month through 
their Everyday Café and Marketplace 
and Home Delivered Meals programs. 
CCMI also educates 40 children in their 
Community Montessori, offers homeless 
and comprehensive case management 
services through the Cape Coral United 

Way Resource House, oversees an emer-
gency mobile food pantry and supplies 
weekend backpacks full of food to more 
than 1,500 children each school year. 

For more information about CCMI, 
call 239-332-SOUP or visit www.
ccmileecounty.com.

Thomas Dougherty, Jr., with his great-
grandmother Theresa Kellum and grand-
mother Kathy Galloway  

CCMI Board Member Father Richard Grady 
enjoys the Holiday Carol Sing with his wife, 
Ella  

Louise Ittner of North Fort Myers and 
Dennis Cloud of South Fort Myers wel-
comed everyone at the entrance to First 
Presbyterian Church.

Frankie and Jasmin Henriquez tell Santa what they want for Christmas at the Holiday 
Carol Sing  

Holiday Carol Sing Collects Food, 
Raises Money For The Soup Kitchen

Susan and Drew Chicone with baby Lucy

2023 ALTAMONT AVE  NEXT TO PUBLIX 332-3945

FIRST STREET
LIQUORS
10% off on purchase over $30.
Any liquors & wines with this ad.
Mon thru Thu 10am - 9pm

Jim and Vonzell Franklin of Fort Myers  

Geoff Hanlon of Orlando and April Barfus 
of Plantation  

Sam Galloway, Jr., enjoys the Holiday 
Carol Sing with Dianne Craig of Ford Motor 
Company, who was visiting from Atlanta  

Pastor Paul deJong of First Presbyterian 
Church with Sam Galloway, Jr  

Kalyn Hayduk and Gregg Snowden of Fort 
Lauderdale and Juan Dominguez of Miami  
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Students Receive 
Early Holiday Gift 

Children participating in Quality 
Life Center’s youth programs 
were treated to a fun-filled day at 

Walt Disney World, courtesy of a gener-
ous donor. 

Fifty-two children and teenagers 
earned the trip by exhibiting good behav-
ior at school and during after-school 
activities. Excited children, mostly from 
low-income families, as well as parents 
and volunteers were on the road before 5 
a.m. last Saturday, heading for the park. 
The kids loved the rides, danced on stage 
with Disney characters and enjoyed a 
new experience. 

Quality Life Center would like to thank 
City Councilman Tom Leonardo and all 
the volunteers who chaperoned the chil-
dren around the park and our anonymous 
donor who paid for all tickets, meals and 
transportation.

Since 1992, the non-profit Quality 
Life Center of Southwest Florida, Inc. 
has been providing programs to support 
education, youth enrichment, personal 
development, community development 
and social services for youths and their 
families in the Fort Myers area. Quality 
Life Center relies on private donations 
and grant funding to provide these pro-
gram services.  

Quality Life Center is located at 3210 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd in Fort 
Myers. Visit us online at www.qualitylife-
center.org.

From page 4

Radel Speaks
“Love That Dress” 2011 auction and 
had enough donations to provide a huge 
amount of towels, rugs, blankets and food 
to both the Lee County Animal Shelter 
and the Gulf Coast Animal Shelter. 

The group continues to meet once a 
month on Thursdays at The Landings in 
Fort Myers.

Hortoons

JLFM Stuffs Turkeys And Thanksgiving Fixings Into Bags

The Junior League of Fort Myers (JLFM) is pleased to announce that our leagues’ volunteers assembled 20 bags of 
Thanksgiving fixings that were donated to CCMI Montessori pre-schoolchildren and their families for the holiday. The 
meals included mashed potatoes, green beans, corn, cornbread, cranberry sauce, a big frozen turkey and a pumpkin pie. 

A particular highlight was witnessing the little children’s smiles after they were given a big bag of goodies. The event was deemed 
a great success.

Junior League of Fort Myers members with the turkeys they donated to CCMI

On March 3, you will have a 
chance to take off with the 
Junior League of Fort Myers at 

this year’s Annual Spring Gala, dubbed 
Passport To Europe. 

Guests will travel to six European 
destinations including France, Germany, 
United Kingdom, Spain, Greece and Italy 
without packing a single suitcase. Each 
stop will feature cultural cuisine, entertain-
ment and activities unique to the region. 

Attendees will be given a passport 

listing all the activities and destinations 
to visit while on their journey with the 
Junior League. A silent auction featuring 
eclectic and exciting lots will be one stop 
along the road. Food and cocktail tasting 
booths will be sprinkled throughout the 
landscape and live music will top off the 
evening.

Passport To Europe will be hosted at 
The Atrium, located on the corner of 
College Parkway and Winkler Avenue, on 
Saturday, March 3 from 7 to 10 p.m. 

The Junior League of Fort Myers is 
currently accepting silent auction items 
and event sponsorships for Passport To 
Europe. For more information on this 
jaunt with the Junior League, contact 
event organizers Andrea McKiddie at 
239-770-5345, Andrea@SimplifyPR.com 
or Amanda Gavini at Amanda@Chicos.
com

This event is being organized to raise 
money to continue with this and all of 
our community projects which will enable 
us to help more children and families in 
need. 

For more information about Junior 
League, visit us online at www.jlfm.org.

Junior League’s Annual Spring Gala 
Features Passport To Europe Fundraiser

Read us online at
IslandSunNews.com
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Goss To Speak 
At Republican 
Women Lunch

The January Luncheon Meeting 
of the Lee Republican Women 
Federated will be held on Monday, 

January 9. 
The guest speaker will be Chauncey 

Goss, candidate for Florida’s 14th 
Congressional District in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and a resident of 
Sanibel.

Social hour begins at 11:15 a.m., with 
lunch and program to follow at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, located at 12601 University 
Drive in Fort Myers.

The all-inclusive cost is $16 per per-
son.

To make reservations, call 239-432-
9389 or send an e-mail to cindylignel-
li222@gmail.com.

Alva Craft Show

The Alva Community Center is 
looking for craft vendors for their 
upcoming Craft Show that will be 

held on Saturday, February 4. 
The show will run from 10 a.m. until 

4 p.m. at Alva Community Park, located 
at 21471 North River Road in Alva. 
Spaces are available for a nominal fee of 
$10. (Tables, tents, chairs, etc. are not 

provided). Public admission will be free.
For further information on this event 

or to become a vendor, contact Sandra 
Bates by calling 239-728-2882 or send-
ing an e-mail to BatesSW@leegov.com.

Girl Scouts 
In Need Of 
Volunteers

This year, Girl Scouts is celebrating 
100 years of leadership As the 
scouts celebrates this milestone, 

more adult volunteers are needed to 
start new troops and share the Girl 
Scout Leadership Experience with more 
girls in the community. Anyone inter-
ested in inspiring girls to do great things 
through becoming a troop leader or vol-
unteering in another capacity, contact 
Amanda Jacob, director of Volunteer 
Management at 800-232-4475 ext. 
406 or amandaj@gsgcf.org.

Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, 
confidence and character who make 
the world a better place. Girl Scouts of 
Gulfcoast Florida Inc. is chartered by 
Girl Scouts of the USA and serves over 
10,500 girls in 10 counties including 
Manatee, Hardee, Highlands, Sarasota, 
DeSoto, Charlotte, Glades, Lee, Hendry, 
and Collier. For more information about 
the Girl Scouts of Gulfcoast Florida, visit 
www.gsgcf.org.

SFCA Helps Needy Children             
In Third World Countries

One of Southwest Florida Christian Academy’s second grade classes found a 
special way to show God’s love this Christmas. Having the desire to bless as 
many children as they could, the students in Mrs. Fulwider’s class started a 

Christmas Jar back in October.
This one small class collected $400.98! Working with World Vision, the students 

chose to purchase the following items for needy children: Bibles, food, chickens, a 
goat, fruit trees, care for three orphans, medicine and education for one child.

On Christmas Day, as our students open their own Christmas presents, they will 
smile knowing that they have shared God’s love in a special way.

Mrs. Fulwider’s second grade class at Southwest Florida Christian Academy 

Nellie’s Upstairs 

Waterside Bar

Happy Hour
 All Day, Everyday 

with Live music too!

L
Snacks in Between
11am-10pm, 
Plus Live Music
FREE 
with Dock Attendant’s Assistance

 10% OFF LUNCH BILL 
ONLY. ONE COUPON PER TABLE Can not be used with 

any other offer. 18% Gratuity may be added to bill 
before discount. 11am - 3pm, Expires Dec., 30, 2011

MAKE YOUR 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PLANS WITH 
NERVOUS NELLIES!

MAKE YOUR 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PLANS WITH 
NERVOUS NELLIES!
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Along The River

For some people, their favorite thing to make for Christmas dinner is... reserva-
tions! There are numerous options to answer their collective call.

The casual, contemporary Sunshine Grille is open for lunch and dinner on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Chef Tao and Chef Migel have created an exciting 
menu featuring soups, salads, appetizers, wood-fired flatbreads and a large selection of 
homemade comfort foods, wood-grilled steaks and fresh seafood. There’s something 
for every taste, from the all-American cheeseburger to sesame crusted salmon and 
grilled rack of lamb, each prepared on the wood-fired grill. Delectable holiday favorites 
are also featured for the special dates.

Christmas Eve lunch is served 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with dinner continuing to 8 
p.m. Christmas Day lunch and dinner service is 1 to 8 p.m.

Sunshine Grille is located at 8700 Gladiolus Drive in Fort Myers. Reservations are 
accepted. Call 489-2233.

Shoals Restaurant & Wine Bar. Shoals is serving a special Christmas Eve 
menu on Saturday, December 24. Choose from 12 ounce prime rib with fresh au 
jus, mashed potatoes and garden vegetables for $25; rack of lamb with berry reduc-
tion, red bliss potatoes and French beans with shallots for $32; or roasted turkey with 

homemade gravy, mashed potatoes and garden vegetables for $18. Reservations are 
suggested.

Enhance your dining experience with a choice selection from over 500 different 
wines, offered at retail pricing, to enhance your meal. Selections from the The Sandy 
Butler Market next door may be purchased and enjoyed in the dining room for a 
corkage fee of just $5, for a delicious and budget-friendly experience.

The Sandy Butler is continuing its popular cheese classes through December, during 
which time Sally and Carmine demonstrate how to make the perfect cheese platter 
and what wines to pair with it. The classes are only $10 each and are at 5:30 and 
7:30 p.m. every Friday and Saturday. Each class is 30 minutes. Purchase a ticket for 
$10 and receive $10 voucher to be used toward your next purchase of $25. Seating is 
limited seating and reservations are required.

The Sandy Butler Market and Shoals Restaurant & Wine Bar are located at 17650 
San Carlos Boulevard in Fort Myers. The market is open seven days per week from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Restaurant hours are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday 
and 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. They are both closed on Christmas 
Day. For more information, call 482-6765 or go to www.sandybutler.com.

On Sunday, December 25 from 1 to 8 p.m., The Edison Restaurant & Bar 
serves its annual Christmas Day buffet. The price is $21.95 per adult, $12.95 for kids 
age 7 to 12, and $7.95 for ages 6 and under.

Main courses include sausage rigatoni, herb roasted chicken, chestnut tilapia, carved 
roasted sirloin with rich beef gravy and carved honey baked ham with butterscotch 
glaze. Side cars include glazed carrots, eggplant ratatouille, garlic mashed potatoes, 
brussel sprouts and bacon, herb roasted Yukon Gold potatoes and a bread display. 
Dessert selections include apple pie, brownies, sugar cookies, strawberry cheesecake 
and chocolate turtle cheesecake.

The Edison Restaurant & Bar is open seven days a week for lunch, dinner and 
cocktails. It is located at 3583 McGregor Boulevard. Call 936-9348 or go to www.
edisonfl.com.

If Fort Myers Beach is more your scene, celebrate the holidays with family and 
friends at Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery. 

Nervous Nellie’s is a casual, family-fun restaurant that boasts a large selection 
of appetizers, salads, fresh seafood, sandwiches and entrées. While relaxing on the 
outdoor patio, swing to the beats of live reggae, rock and island music. Just upstairs 
from Nellie’s is Ugly’s Waterside Bar, the place where everyone gets prettier. Enjoy 
happy hour all day, every day at Ugly’s.

Whether you arrive by land or sea, parking for patrons of Nellie’s and Ugly’s 
is free. If you are traveling by boat, marine dockage is available at the Snug Harbour 
Marina with dock attendant’s assistance. The GPS coordinates are 26”27’23.41” N • 
81”57’15.18” W. 

Nervous Nellie’s Crazy Waterfront Eatery is located at 1131 First Street in Fort 
Myers Beach in the historic Baywalk dis-
trict. Call 463-8077 or go to www.ner-
vousnellies.net.

Don’t forget your furry friends this holi-
day season! Island Paws carries only the 
finest pet products and supplies for your 
best friend. Special orders are available for 
that hard-to-find gift or your pet’s special 
needs.

Island Paws is located at 630 Tarpon 
Bay Road on Sanibel in the Olde Sanibel 
Shoppes. Call 395-1464 or go to www.
islandpaws.com.

Rock in the holiday season with live music at Nervous Nellie’s on Fort Myers BeachThe Sunshine Grille team welcomes you to their new, exciting location
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SEAFOOD

®

IF OUR SEAFOOD WERE ANY FRESHER, 
WE WOULD BE SERVING IT UNDER WATER

THE LAZY FLAMINGO
Beautiful Downtown Santiva

6520-C Pine Avenue
472-5353

LAZY FLAMINGO 3
16501 Stringfellow Road

Bokeelia
283-5959

LAZY FLAMINGO 2
Beautiful Downtown Sanibel

1036 Periwinkle Way
472-6939

LAZY FLAMINGO 4
12951 McGregor Boulevard

Fort Myers
476-9000

Please visit our River Weekly News
online advertisers at

www.islandsunnews.com.
You can click through to their

Web sites for more information
about real estate, shopping,

restaurants and services.
Just click on the logos surrounding

the front page.
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Buster’s Sports Tavern & Family 
Eatery Offers Great Food, Value

Drop into Buster’s for great food, drink and value served in a friendly neigh-
borhood atmosphere. The restaurant, which is under new ownership, offers 
an inspired array of hand-tossed pizza, wings, subs and burgers that are sure 

to satisfy everyone in your group, every time.
In addition to a year-round menu of local favorites, Buster’s offers lunch daily start-

ing at $5.99 and a full dinner menu highlighted by nightly specials. Happy hour is 
daily from 2 to 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. to close.

Buster’s has recently reintroduced its popular Grand Seafood Buffet on 
Wednesdays. Enjoy all-you-can eat Alaskan Snow Crab legs, roast beef, baked ham, 
pork loin, turkey, Gulf shrimp, chicken, BBQ spareribs, fried shrimp, steamed clams 
and mussels, beer-battered fish, potatoes, fresh vegetables, raw oysters, fruit and 

salad bar, and of large selection of sweet 
delights. The cost is $17.99 for adults and 
$9 for children under 10.

Stop in for NFL action and take advan-
tage of game day specials, pool tables, 
shuffleboard and video games. Are you 
a Pats fan? Buster’s is home to the New 
England Patriots Fan Club. The Pats next 
face the Miami Dolphins on Saturday, 
December 24. Kick-off is 1 p.m.

Buster’s is located at 16681 McGregor 
Boulevard in Fort Myers near the Sanibel 
Causeway. It is open daily from 11 a.m. to 
2 a.m. Carry-out and gift cards are avail-
able. Call 466-4144 or go to www.buster-
seatery.com.

Buster’s is a perfect place for casual outings of all sizes

April and Joe Hendrickson make guests feel like family

Lakes
Park
FRIDAYS
9 am – 1 pm
7330 Gladiolus Dr.,
Ft. Myers, FL
Nov 4, 2011 thru
April 27, 2012

Sanibel 
Island 
SUNDAYS

8 am – 1 pm
800 Dunlop Rd.,

City Hall – Next to Library
Nov 6, 2011 thru

April 29, 2012GREAT VENDORS

“The Best Thing 
Growing”

Fruits • Vegetables • Breads • Honey
Soaps • Jams • Seafood

Much Much More!

B t ThL k S ib l

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM FARMERS MARKET STAFF • CLOSED CHRISTMASHAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM FARMERS MARKET STAFF • CLOSED CHRISTMAS

Chinese & Japanese Cuisine   

Downtown Fort Myers (Post Office Arcade - Hotel Indigo) 
1520 Broadway For Takeout & Delivery  Tel: 334-6991 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs 11am - 10pm

Fri-Sat 11am - 11pm . Sun 12pm - 9pm

Open Christmas Eve All Day & Christmas Day  4-10
Open All Day On New Year’s Eve & Day
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Treasure! The Exhibition On Display 
January 14 To May 20 Only At       
The Imaginarium Science Center

Go on a modern-day treasure hunt at the Imaginarium Science Center! The 
expedition for treasure begins on January 14 at the Imaginarium, where 
guests will use modern technology and the tools-of-the-trade to uncover a 

variety of treasures, as well as the science, history, stories and personalities behind 
this contemporary quest. 

For centuries, the appeal of hidden riches, promises of great fortune and caches 
of untold prizes have lured treasure hunters seeking fame, fortune, and answers.  
Treasure – buried treasure, sunken treasure, attic treasure – has an allure that 
has drawn people in for some amazing adventures throughout history. Now, the 
Imaginarium brings the hunt to you with an interactive exhibition that puts the gold in 
your hands. Treasure! The Exhibition explores the history of treasures and treasure 
hunting, the technology and tools used to find it and the people and personalities that 
hunt for treasure – like you! 

Guests will discover artifacts of ancient shipwrecks and take the controls of a 
remote-operated vehicle (ROV) used to uncover underwater treasures. Relive the gold 
rush and try panning for gold, then experiment with metal detectors or embark on a 
geocache using GPS navigation, for a modern-day treasure hunting experience. 

This exhibition explores and answers the questions: What is treasure? Who hunts 
for treasure? Why do they hunt treasure? How do people hunt for treasure? What do 
you treasure? Explore these questions and take part in your own treasure hunt when 
you visit the Imaginarium. 

Treasure! The Exhibition offers seven thematic areas and hands-on activities that 
invite visitors to try the tools of treasure hunting, while they investigate and learn 
how to protect treasures. Special exhibit features also include actual artifacts from 
shipwrecks and other treasure sites. Visitors embark on their own quest to explore: 
Underwater Treasure, Buried Treasure, Gold Rushes, Treasures In The Attic, Treasure 
In Popular Culture, and then move on to The Modern Treasure Hunt and Protecting 
Treasure.

THEMATIC AREAS OF TREASURE! 
Underwater Treasure – Sunken treasure, lost aboard ships that never arrived at their 

destinations, has long been the object of pursuit for treasure hunters. This part of the 
exhibit examines who are these hunters, what tools they use to locate treasure, and 
what they find. Actual shipwreck artifacts are part of this module and its highlight is a 
Remote Operated Vehicle (ROV) where guests will go hands on to operate an ROV 

underwater. 
Buried Treasure – Pirate booty, the Knights Templar and hoards of gold are popu-

lar themes in treasure lore, movies, and books, but some of it really exists! This area 
investigates how people hunt for buried treasure and what they find. As part of uncov-
ering potential hidden items, metal detecting is explored. Here, visitors can experiment 
with metal detectors and learn how they work in this part of the exhibit that bridges 
Buried Treasure and the Modern Treasure Hunt. 

Gold Rushes – The gold rushes of the 19th century are slipping further into history 
but their impact remains in many parts of the North America. However, thanks to the 
recent resurgence of gold prices in the news and TV shows popularizing its search, 
the gold rush is back! This part of the exhibit puts the hunt for gold into the hands of 
visitors with an actual gold panning activity. Then, visitors are invited to be worth their 
weight in gold with our special scale. Biographical sketches, timelines and maps put 
the gold rushes in context.

Treasures In The Attic – Bringing the treasure closer to home, the attic module 
shows visitors how to find treasures in everyday objects. Family heirlooms and even 
long-lost toys may hold hidden value. Treasure hunting is often thought of as someone 
else’s activity, but most of us pursue our own version of treasure in one way or anoth-
er. The attic invites people to consider, what do you treasure? 

Treasure In Popular Culture – A popular theme across cultures, games, books, mov-
ies and TV shows are full of treasure stories. Even breakfast cereal and license plates 
have been touched by our thirst for riches and the adventure of treasure hunting. 

The Modern Treasure Hunt – Contemporary treasure hunting employs exciting 
technology including metal detectors, but many other tools are also used. In this area, 
visitors will consider the various ways that people find their way (maps, compasses, 
landmarks) and other navigation devices, including the Global Positioning System and 
the meteoric rise of geocaching. A family-friendly outdoor activity, geocaching first 
appeared in 2001 and now boasts hundreds of thousands of enthusiasts. Using GPS 
receivers, players hide and seek treasure purely for fun. In this exhibit section, visitors 
will have an opportunity to explore geocaching and its use for modern-day treasure 
hunting adventures.

Protecting Treasure – Once a treasure has been found, how can it be protected? To 
what extremes will people go to protect treasure – or to steal it? Visitors try their hand 
at opening a safe in this area and learn about the methods used to secure discovered 
treasure. 

In addition to this educational and visually impressive interactive exhibition, the 
Imaginarium offers a supplemental education guide and will hold an exciting support-
ing event. On Saturday, February 5, the Imaginarium will host an Atocha author multi-
media presentation with real-life treasure hunter, Pat Clyne, author of The Atocha 
Odyssey, who along with Mel Fisher helped discover the Atocha. Discover what it 
takes to be a treasure hunter and hear the story of one of the greatest discoveries of 
sunken treasure ever found. The event includes a multi-media presentation, book sign-
ing and admission to the Treasure! exhibition for just $15 per person. Reservations 
are required as seating is limited.

Get ready to go on your own quest for Treasure! only at the Imaginarium, located 
at 2000 Cranford Avenue in Fort Myers, January 14 to May 20.

For more information, call 239-321-7420, visit us at www.imaginariumfortmyers.
com or “Like” us on Facebook at imaginariumfortmyers to get the latest updates.

Children’s 
Holiday Treats 
Cooking Camp

The Cape Coral Parks & Recreation 
Department is conducting a holi-
day cooking camp, which teaches 

kitchen safety along with basic nutrition 
and preparation of several different holi-
day treats. The hands-on lab will feature 
take-home treats and more.

The camp, open to participants 
ages 7 to 13 years old, will be held 
from Monday, December 26 to Friday, 
December 30 from 9 a.m. until noon 
daily. It will be conducted at Yacht Club 
Community Park, located at 5819 
Driftwood Parkway in Cape Coral.

Cost is $75 for residents or $105 
for non-residents. Major credit cards are 
accepted for your convenience. 

Call 574-0806 for additional informa-
tion.

FIND US

Seafood, Steaks & Pastas

Food ★ ★ ★
Atmosphere ★ ★ ★
Service ★ ★ ★ 1/2

10/7/11

OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
RESERVE NOW FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE

5pm, 7pm, 9pm Seatings • $50-$75 per person
FOUR COURSE DINNER • MUSIC & DANCING

12984 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers
239-433-4449

EVERY DAY EARLY BIRD
4 pm - 6 pm

Two Dinners for $19.99

Michael Bratta & Brenda Biddle 
invite you to Wine, Dine & 

Relax in our newly renovated 
dining room.

LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLYDance Floor

Try Our Chicago 
Favorite 

“Chicken Vesuvio”

HAPPY HOUR
4 pm - 6:30 pm 

1/2 price drinks and 

discount appetizers

SERVING LUNCH
Mon-Fri 11 am - 4 pm 

Dinner 7 days 4 pm - close

“Bennigan’s, Biddle’s & 
now Bratta’s has never 
tasted so good!!!

LUNCH COUPON
Buy One Lunch 

Entrée
Get One FREE

Up to $9
Not valid with any other coupon or 
promotion. Not valid on holidays. 

Exp. 12/30/11

Go to our website for 
additional coupons

www.brattasristorante.com

If You Liked Biddle’s on Summerlin, You will LOVE Bratta’s on 41

Share your community
news with us.

Call 415-7732,
Fax: 415-7702 

or email
press@riverweekly.com



THE RIVER - DECEMBER 23, 2011 11

FGCU Students Initiate 
Program For CCMI

Florida Gulf Coast University students recently introduced a new program to 
Community Cooperative Ministries, Inc. in an effort to relieve hunger in Lee 
County. 

As a part of their Civic Engagement class, FGCU students were asked to create a 
community-outreach project in which they focused on the issue of hunger and worked 
with CCMI to establish the Groceries On Wheels program. 

An outgrowth of CCMI’s Meals On Wheels, Groceries On Wheels delivers grocer-
ies to approximately 30 senior clients currently in the Meals On Wheels program who 
cannot get to the grocery store and do not have money to pay for groceries or grocery 
services. The groceries are packaged at CCMI’s Everyday Marketplace in Fort Myers 
then delivered to seniors in the greater Lee County area, including Cape Coral and 
Lehigh Acres. FGCU students organized fundraisers and food drives to underwrite to 
the $500 cost of the first month’s deliveries.

Gulf Coast Village in Cape Coral and The Plantation community in Fort Myers both 
held fundraisers and food drives to help support the program kickoff.

The packaged groceries include peanut butter, oatmeal, fresh bananas and oranges, 
applesauce, canned chicken, fruit, vegeta-
bles and soup, tuna fish, crackers, granola 
bars and tea. 

In order to continue this program and 
its efforts, CCMI is looking for groups, 
businesses, churches or individuals who 
would like to fund a month worth of gro-
ceries for 30 seniors at $500 or adopt a 
senior in the program for $20 a month. 

CCMI is an innovative non-profit 
501(c)3 organization made up of social 
service entrepreneurs fighting to end 
homelessness and hunger in our com-
munity. The agency provides more than 
14,000 meals each month through 
their Everyday Café and Marketplace 
and Home Delivered Meals programs. 
CCMI also educates 40 children in their 
Community Montessori, offers home-
less and comprehensive case manage-
ment services through their United Way 
Resource House, oversees an emergency 
mobile food pantry and supplies weekend 
backpacks full of food to more than 1,500 
children each school year.

CCMI serves Fort Myers and the 
greater Lee County area, including Bonita 
Springs, Cape Coral and Lehigh Acres. 
CCMI works in partnership with United 
Way of Lee, Hendry and Glades, the 
Harry Chapin Food Bank and various 
community foundations as well as collabo-
rating with fellow community and service 
groups including The School District of 
Lee County and numerous churches, busi-
nesses and community support organiza-
tions.

For more information, visit www.
ccmileecounty.com.

FGCU students help out with the Groceries On Wheels program 

Groceries On Wheels team leader Kelly DeBoy, left, with FGCU students participating in 
the program

GulfCoast.DecoratingDen.com



Churches/Temples
ALL FAITHS UNITARIAN 
CONGREGATION Member of UUA
2756 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers
Six blocks south of the Edison/Ford Winter 
Estates; 2 miles N of Colonial Boulevard
Minister: Reverend Dr. Wayne Robinson
Sunday services: 9 and 11 a.m. 
Unitarian Summer 2011: 11 a.m. Tapestry 
of Faith Programs, child care provided
Adult workshops: 9:30 a.m. Faith Like a 
River: Themes from UU History. 
Phone: 226-0900
Email: allfaithsuc@embarqmail.com
Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org
ANNUNCIATION GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
8210 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers
Reverend Fr. Athanasios Michalos
Orthros Service Sunday 9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy Sunday 10 a.m.
Fellowship Programs, Greek School, 
Sunday School, Community Night
239-481-2099
BETH SHILOH 
MESSIANIC SYNAGOGUE
15675 McGregor Boulevard. 437-3171
Rabbi: Judah Hungerman
Friday Service, 8 p.m., Saturday Service, 
11 a.m. Shabbat School Saturday Morning, 
Adult Hebrew Classes. Please call for infor-
mation on full program.
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRIES 
CHURCH OF GOD
16581 McGregor Boulevard, 267-3166
Just past the Tanger Outlet Mall
Pastor: Barry Lentz, 281-3063
Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7 p.m.
CHAPEL OF CYPRESS COVE
10200 Cypress Cove Circle Fort Myers
239-850-3943, Located at Cypress Cove 
Retirement Center on HealthPark Campus
An ecumenical non-denominational com-
munity of believers.
Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Rev. Ted Althouse, Pastor
revtedalthouse@aol.com
CHRIST THE KING
1188 Lake McGregor Drive, Fort Myers, 
432-1724. Reverend N. Everett Keith II
An Old Catholic Community Liturgy 
in English Sunday Mass at 9:30 a.m.
CHURCH OF THE CROSS:
13500 Freshman Lane; 768-2188
Pastors: Jeff Moran and Michael Bulter; 
A nondenominational church emphasizing 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Sunday Service: 9 a.m. Contemporary
10:45 a.m. Traditional.
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2439 McGregor Boulevard, 334-8937
Rev. Dr. Kathleen Weller, Temporary 
Supply Pastor. Reverend David Dietzel, 
Pastor Emeritus. Traditional Sunday ser-
vice 10 a.m. Nursery available
CYPRESS LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
8400 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers, 
481-5442 Randy A. Alston, Reverend.
Sunday Services: Bible study, 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship, 11 a.m., Evening 
Worship, 7 p.m., Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
CYPRESS LAKE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
8260 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers,
481-3233; Clint Cottrell, pastor
Sunday services: 8 and 11 a.m. Traditional;  
9:30 a.m. Contemporary;  9:45 a.m. 
Children’s Church K4J Kids for Jesus 
CYPRESS LAKE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
8570 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers, 
482-1250
Sunday Traditional Service: 8 and 11 a.m., 
Praise Service: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: All times

FAITH FELLOWSHIP WORLD 
OUTREACH MINISTRIES
6111 South Pointe Boulevard, Fort Myers, 
278-3638. Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Voice of Faith, WCRN 13.50 AM Radio, 
Sunday, 1:30 p.m.; Thursday Service, 7:30 
p.m.; Friday Youth Service, 7:30 p.m.
Nursery care for pre-school children and 
Children’s Church for ages 5-12 available 
at each service.
FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
15690 McGregor Boulevard
Fort Myers, 482-2030
Pastor: David Stauffer.
Traditional services 8:45 a.m.; 
Contemporary, 10:30 a.m. 
Go south on McGregor Boulevard. The 
church is ½ mile past the intersection of 
Gladiolus and San Carlos Boulevard on 
the way to Sanibel.
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
2390 West First Street, next door to Edison 
Estates.
Sunday Morning Service and Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Evening 
Testimony Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Child care 
provided at all services.
Visit our Reading Room for quiet study at: 
2281 W. First Street, River District
www.spirituality.com and www.christian-
science.com
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
13545 American Colony Boulevard 
off Daniels Parkway in the Colony, 
Fort Myers, 936-2511 
Pastor: Reverend Joey Brummett
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.; Morning 
Worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Evening, 6 
p.m.; Wednesday Family Night, 7 p.m.
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
in the Downtown Fort Myers River District
2466 First Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901
239-332-1152,  www.fumcftmyers.org
Sunday: 9 a.m. Contemporary Worship
9 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sunday School
9:45 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
5 p.m. Youth Program
7 p.m. Spanish Worship
FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) A STEPHEN 
MINISTRIES CONGREGATION
5916 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, 437-4330 
Reverend Mark Condrey, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Church School: 9:15 a.m.
FORT MYERS CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST:
8210 College Parkway, Fort Myers, 
482-3133. Philip White, pastor
Morning Worship: 10 a.m.
Church School: 10:15 a.m.
Adult Forum: 11:30 a.m.
HOLY THEOTOKOS MONASTERY 
111 Evergreen Road, North Fort Myers, 
997-2846  Eastern Orthodox men’s mon-
astery. Liturgical services conducted in 
the English, Greek and Church Slavonic 
languages, following the Julian (Old) 
Calendar. Liturgical Services: Sundays and 
Holy Days: The Third and Sixth Hours at 
8:30 a.m.; Divine Liturgy at 9 a.m.
IONA-HOPE EPISCOPAL 
CONGREGATION 
9650 Gladiolus Drive, 
Fort Myers,  454-4778. 
The Reverend Dr. John S. Adler, pastor. 
Weekly services: Saturday 5 p.m., 
Eucharist with Healing
Sunday 8 a.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite One; 
9:30 a.m., Family Eucharist with Healing 
and Church School
Tuesday 9:30 a.m., Morning Prayer (in 
Spanish); Wednesday 9:30 a.m., Eucharist 
with Healing. Child care available at 
Saturday 5 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
services.
JESUS THE WORKER 
CATHOLIC CHURCH: 

881 Nuna Avenue, Fort Myers, 481-1143
Masses Friday and Saturday, 7 p.m.; 
Sunday, 8 and 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
KINGDOM LIFE CHURCH
2154 McGregor Boulevard,
Fort Myers, 218-8343
Pastor Randy and Anita Thurman
10:30 a.m. Sunday Service 
All are welcome.
LAMB OF GOD
LUTHERAN/EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Corner Cypress View Drive and Koreshan 
Boulevard, Three Oaks area,
Fort Myers, 267-3525
Walter Fohs, pastor; Becky Robbins-
Penniman, associate pastor
Sunday worship services:
8 a.m. Early Grace Traditional 
9 a.m. Awesome Grace Contemporary
10:30 a.m. Classic Grace Traditional
8:45 & 10 a.m. Sunday School God’s Group
MESSIAH REFORMED CHURCH
Worship Gathering - Sunday 10 a.m.
Pastor Alan Bondar
Fort Myers Villas Civic Association Bldg.
2306 Sunrise Blvd. Fort Myers, 33907
Phone text: 220-8519
website: messiahreformed.com
6:30 p.m Wednesday Bible Study
noon Sunday Fellowship Lunch 
Monthly Teen Events 
see website for podcasts, special events, 
ministries, calendar, blogs, etc.
NEW BEGINNINGS CENTER
New Home Church, 8505 Jenny Cae Lane, 
North Fort Myers, 239-656-0416
Weekly Friday Meeting Meet & Greet: 6:30 
p.m. Kingdom Teaching: 7 p.m. Fellowship 
& Refreshments after service. nbcmin-
istry@embarqmail.com, www.facebook.
com/nbcministry. Alex & Patricia Wiggins, 
Ministers
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
OF FORT MYERS
16120 San Carlos Boulevard, Unit 10
239-985-8503
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
11 a.m Sunday Morning Worship.
7 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3825 McGregor Boulevard. Fort Myers
Pastors: Bill Stephens, Stu Austin and 
Howard Biddulph, Associate Pastor
8 & 9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
11 a.m. Contemporary Worship
8, 9:30 & 11 a.m. Sunday School
Youth and Children’s programming runs 
concurrent to Sunday services.
Nursery care provided at all services
For more information visit: 
www.newhopefortmyers.org
PEACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Meets at Ft. Myers Beach Masonic Lodge
17625 Pine Ridge Road, 
Fort Myers Beach  267-7400.
Pastors Bruce Merton, Gail & RC Fleeman
Traditional Worship 9:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11:15 a.m.
Phone: 267-7400 Fax: 267-7407
Web site: peacecommunitychurch.com
e-mail: peace1265@aol.com
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
15840 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers
Walter Still, Senior Pastor, 
Sunday Worship: 8 and 9:30 a.m.
¾ mile south from the intersection of 
McGregor, San Carlos and Gladiolus.
A congregation of the ELCA.
REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
3950 Winkler Extension, 
Fort Myers,  274-0143
Daily early learning center/day care
8:15 & 10:15 a.m. Sunday Services 
SAMUDRABADRA BUDDHIST CENTER
Meditation classes. All are welcome. 
Guided meditations offering many meth-
ods for relaxing the body and focusing 
the mind on virtuous objects to bring 
increasing peace and happiness into 

daily activity. For information, class times 
and locations call 567-9739 or visit www.
MeditationInFortMyers.org.
SOUTHWEST BAPTIST CHURCH
16940 McGregor Boulevard, 
Fort Myers, 454-3336 
Robert G. Kasten, Pastor
Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.
Nursery available
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
Junior Church grades one to five
Wee Church Pre-K to K
Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednsday Service 6 p.m.
ST. COLUMBKILLE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
12171 Iona Road, Fort Myers, off 
McGregor and north of Gladiolus.
489-3973   Father Joseph Clifford. 
Weekly masses: 
Monday through Saturday 8 a.m.
Weekend masses: Saturday 3 and 5 p.m.; 
Sunday: 7, 9,11, and 5:30 p.m.
Reconciliation is available at the church on 
Saturdays at noon and by appointment
SAINT JOHN THE APOSTLE 
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
3049 Mcgregor Boulevard, Fort Myers, 
344-0012 Pastor Reverend Steve Filizzi
An Affirming & Inclusive Congregation
Sunday Services, 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Mid-Week Service, Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
ST. MICHAEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & SCHOOL (LCMS)
3595 Broadway, Fort Myers
239-939-4711, www.smlcs.org
Wednesday Fellowship: 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner $5, 6:15 p.m. bible studies
Worship: Saturday, 5:30 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. with 9:15 
a.m. adult and children’s Bible Study, plus 
marriage enrichment studies. Divorce Care 
on Thursdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
During Lent: Wednesday worship
noon and  6:15 p.m.
TEMPLE BETHEL SYNAGOGUE
16225 Winkler Rd. 433-0018. 
Rabbi Jeremy Barras
Cantorial Soloists Joseph/Lynn Goldovitz
Shabbat Services, Friday, 7:30 p.m.
Torah Study, Saturday, 9:15 a.m.
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Services, Saturday, 
10:30 a.m.
Religious Education Classes, Midweek, 
Grades 2-7, Wednesday, 5-6:30 p.m.
Preschool Classes, Monday through Friday
Confirmation Classes, Wednesday, 
5:30-6:30 p.m.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. to noon
TEMPLE JUDEA (CONSERVATIVE) 
14486 A&W Bulb Road, Fort Myers, 
433-0201, Lay Leader Diane Seidenstein 
and Larry Hershman
Weekly Minyan: Monday and Thusday 
morning at 9 a.m.
Services: Friday night at 7:30 p.m. and 
Saturday morning at 9 a.m.
Religious School Sunday morning from 
9:30 a.m. to noon and Wednesday
night from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
For Preschool information call 482-1121 or 
email templejudeapreschool@gmail.com
THE NEW CHURCH
The New Church of SWFL is located at 
10811 Sunset Plaza Circle, by Summerlin 
and Pine Ridge Roads, behind Zoomers 
and the ponds.
Reverend Nadine 
Spiritual Recovery, Wednesdays 10 a.m. 
Healing Service, Wednesdays 11 a.m. and 
Fridays 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services, 11 a.m.
Call for information 481-5535.
THOMAS A. EDISON 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1619 Llewellyn Drive Fort Myers
Just off McGregor across from the Edison/
Ford Winter Estates   334-4978

continued on page 13
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The Sanibel Diamond Store  |  Jerry's Shopping Center  |  1700 Periwinkle Way  

Sanibel Island, Florida 33957   |  1-800-850-6605  |  (239) 472-1454  |  SanibelDiamond.com

T H E  W O R L D ' S  M O S T  E X Q U I S I T E  D I A M O N D

Th e Convertible Collection continues to grow.

Look for this trademark

Made in the USA

Christmas 
Worship Schedule

St. Peter Lutheran Church in 
Fort Myers Beach will offer two 
Candlelight Christmas Eve worship 

services, at 7:30 and 10:30 p.m. On 
Christmas Day, there will be one wor-
ship service, at 10:30 a.m.

On January 1, St. Peter will host one 
worship service at 10:30 a.m., with spe-
cial guests “Spirited” – A Visitation from 
Jonathan and Janet. Daily columnist/
humorist Jonathan Richard Cring and 
artist/musician Janet Clazzy, who make 
up “Spirited,” have scheduled St. Peter 
as one of many “visitations” during their 
2012: Six Words Tour. This service at 
St. Peter will be a wonderful way to begin 
the new year – with music, humor and 
spirit.

St. Peter Lutheran Church is located 
at 3751 Estero Blvd. in Fort Myers 
Beach. For more information, call the 
church office at 239-463-4251.

From page 12

Churches/Temples
Senior Minister: Douglas Kelchner
Traditional Worship Sunday’s 10:15 a.m.
Website: www.edisonchurch.org
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH FORT MYERS 
13411 Shire Lane (off Daniels Parkway 
one mile west of I-75)
Minister: The Rev. Allison Farnum
Sunday services and religious education at 
10:30 a.m.
For information on all church events call 
561-2700 or visit www.uucfm.org.
UNITY OF BONITA SPRINGS
Family Service 10 to 11 a.m.
Healing Circle 11 a.m.
Hospitality and Fellowship, 11 a.m.
Inspiring lesson, uplifting and dynamic
music, meditation in a loving environment.  
Service held at 28285 Imperial Street, 
Bonita Springs. Call 947-3100.
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
9065 Ligon Court, Fort Myers, across
from HealthPark Hospital, 481-2125
Senior Pastor:  Robert Brunson
Sunday Service:
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
11 a.m. Blended Worship
www.westminsterfortmyers.org
WORD OF LIFE CHURCH
2120 Collier Ave, Fort Myers, 274-8881;
Services: Sunday 10 a.m.; 
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Bishop Gaspar and Michele Anastasi
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
7401 Winkler Road, Fort Myers,
481-4040, Interim Pastor Jim Eggert
Pastor Peter Weeks
Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. Traditional;
10 a.m. Blended Traditional and 
Contemporary; 11:30 a.m. Contemporary.
Children’s Sunday School, Adult /Teen 
Bible Classes, 10 a.m.

Read us online at
IslandSunNews.com
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ISLAND MARINE SERVICES, INC.
• NEW MOTOR SALES • REBUILT POWERHEADS •

• FACTORY TRAINED •
 MERCURY – MARINER – JOHNSON – EVINRUDE
 SUZUKI – YAMAHA – OMC – I/O'S – MERCRUISER

1
Courteous Professional  Marine Repair Service • Dockside Service

Serving Sanibel & Captiva For Life

472-3380 • 466-3344

• NEW MOTOR SALES • REBUILT POWERHEADS •
• FACTORY TRAINED •

 MERCURY – MARINER – JOHNSON – EVINRUDE
 SUZUKI – YAMAHA – OMC – I/O'S – MERCRUISER

Courteous Professional  Marine Repair Service • Dockside Service
Serving Sanibel & Captiva For Life

Your Bottom Your Bottom 
Specialist Specialist 

Call on Paint PricesCall on Paint Prices Dave Doane

Mullet Mayhem
by Capt. 
Matt Mitchell

Forget all 
that wishing 
for a white 

Christmas stuff 
and give me these 
near-perfect days 
we have had with 
highs in the low 80s 
and light winds. I 
can’t think of any-
thing I prefer to do 

Christmas week than riding 40 miles of 
crab pot lines along the beaches search-
ing for that 20-pound plus tripletail – and 
all while wearing shorts. My fingers are 
crossed for a Christmas day in the 80s.

Other people having a great Christmas 
this year are the mullet fishermen, as 
they are reporting record catches. With 
all the outdoor TV reality shows like 
Deadlest Catch, Swamp People and Big 
Shrimpin’, filming our local mullet run 
and the captains that chase them would 
make much better TV than any of those.

The amount of mullet and boats chas-
ing the mullet as the huge schools of fish 
make their way from the bay out through 
the passes and into the gulf was just plain 
crazy. I do not ever remember seeing so 
many mullet in at least the last 10 years 
as I’m seeing right now. 

While fishing in a pass one day this 
week, I saw mullet so thick they bounced 
off the underneath of the boat and you 
could feel them running into your motor 
as you idled around. This huge amount of 
spawning mullet our estuaries produced 
this year is really a gauge of the health of 
our local waters.

While out gulfside about a mile west 
of Captiva Pass this week, I came across 
100-plus mullet boats all bouncing off 
each other while throwing cast nets to get 
in on the millions of balled-up fish right 
before they spawn. Cast nets were so 
full, it often took two or three guys to pull 
them in. Boats were filled to the gunnels. 
Some of these captains load their boats 
almost to the point of sinking to bring 
home the cash. 

With roe mullet selling for a $1.20 per 
pound, there are thousands of dollars per 
boat being made every day right now. It 
is rare this time of year that conditons are 
calm when this annual mullet run is hap-
pening.

Traffic in my neighborhood on Pine 
Island is about as busy as it gets. When 
there is a police officer directing traffic 
and letting mullet boats on trailers out 
onto the main road from the boat ramp 
at 9 p.m., you know everyone is making 
mullet money right now. Semi-truck after 
semi-truck goes on and off the island, 
leaving loaded with the roe mullet heading 
for the processing plant up near Tampa. 

Living on an island where a lot of 
residents make their income from fishing, 
and have for many generations, it’s great 
to see these guys catch a break. Any kind 
of commercial fishing is hard work and I 
have a lot of respect for anyone who can 
legally make a living doing it.

The snook and redfish bite was a little 
slow for me this week. While out with cli-
ents, I ended up doing some other things 
to keep the rods bent. The best catch-
and-release snook action I found was right 
under my boat and around the docks 
at the marina in St. James City. When 
dumping my baitwell out at the end of a 
day, the snook were blowing up. 

Playing around after work one day, I 
caught one snook in the 30-inch range 
and saw a few real monsters in the 
40-inch range laid up and feeding on 
shrimp tidbits. These fish are almost 
impossible to pull out of the pilings but 
they sure show how strong they are in 
such close quarters.

Catch-and-release trout action was 
strong this week, with some bigger trout 

being caught in the super skinny water. 
I am also starting to consistently catch 
more and more flounder with a few keep-
ers in the mix. There was also a lot of 
good catch-and-release gag grouper action 
in the bay. Almost every place I tried for 
snook and redfish produced a few gag 
grouper.

These grouper move into shallower 
water during the winter and are quite 
often caught throughout the bay while tar-
geting other species. Gag grouper season 

remains closed through March 31. The 
constant changes to the grouper regula-
tions make a lot of honest fisherman 
poachers. I make my living fishing and 
find the new rules on grouper confusing at 
best. I’m on the FWC website all the time 
and just cannot seem to stay up on the 
constantly changing grouper regs.

To close recreational grouper fishing 
at all just does not make any sense to 
me as recreational anglers take such a 
small percentage of the annual catch in 
comparison to commercial boats. In my 
opinion, the gag grouper should be made 
a sport fish and closed to commercial fish-
ing altogether.

Capt. Matt Mitchell has been fishing 
local waters since he moved to Sanibel 
in 1980. He now lives in St. James City 
and works as a back country fishing 
guide. If you have comments or ques-
tions e-mail captmattmitchell@aol.com.

Send Us Your Fish Tales

The River Weekly would like to hear from anglers about their catches.
Send us details including tackle, bait and weather conditions, date of 
catch, species and weight, and include photographs with identification. 

Drop them at the River Weekly, 1609 Hendry Street, Suite 15, Fort Myers, 
Florida 33901, or email to press@riverweekly.com.

A 9- and 10-pound tripletail caught by Jerry Raffa of New Jersey while fishing with Capt. 
Matt Mitchell this week    

BOAT 
RENTALS
Fishing • Cabbage Key

Dolphin Watching
Captains Available

472-5800
Jensen’s Marina
Captiva Island
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Ospreyfest!

Ospreys on Sanibel and Captiva 
are currently exhibiting courting 
and mating behavior (“dating 

and mating”) and will start incubating 
eggs in mid-January. The Clinic for the 
Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW) will 
present Ospreyfest! to celebrate this 
official beginning of the 2012 osprey 
breeding season.

Ospreyfest! is sponsored by the Sanibel 
Captiva Trust Company, with Bailey’s 
General Store as wine sponsor, and will 
take place at Traditions on the Beach at 4 
p.m. on Sunday, January 15. 

Prior to a delicious three-course dinner, 
created and served by the award-winning 
staff of Traditions, Dave “Hortoon” 
Horton will whip up impromptu drawings 
of ospreys for auction later in the eve-
ning. A silent auction will also take place 
prior to dinner, with osprey-related items  
including a nest with chicks etched into 
glass by Luc Century; a framed acrylic by 
Timothy Parker; a print of a Laura Ball 
acrylic; installation of a nesting platform 
by The International Osprey Foundation 
(TIOF); a Rick Zurbriggen photo on 
canvas; a signed, numbered print by Ikki 
Matsumoto; a photo by Terry Baldwin; a 
canoe adventure for two with Mark “Bird” 
Westall; a life-size osprey kite/mobile; and 
an excursion to a number of active nests 
with a TIOF Nestwatch team; plus a gift 
basket including a $500 certificate from 
Lily & Company Jewelry Gallery. 

The highlight of the evening will be a 
live auction of Darryl Pottorf’s stunning 
depiction of a young osprey, which is 
valued at $22,000 and on display at Bank 

of the Islands. After the auction, Burns 
will present The Story of Ospreys, with 
lifelike osprey calls performed by “Bird” 
Westall. 

All proceeds of the event go toward 
the care and feeding of wildlife patients 
at CROW. Additional sponsorships are 
available for $100 (Hatchling), $250 
(Nestling), $500 (Fledgling – admits two 
to the event) and $1,000 (Fish Hawk – 
admits four.) 

Admission to Ospreyfest! is $75 per 
person and limited to 175 celebrants. For 
more information and to reserve your 
place, contact CROW volunteer Debbie 
Friedlund at 472-6667 or sanibelfl@hot-
mail.com.

Darryl Pottorf’s original osprey artwork

Reservations Required 
for All CruisesAll Cruises

(239)472-5300
Cruises depart from 

beautiful Captiva Island
www.captivacruises.com

Call for departure time

Give a Cruise Give a Cruise 
for Christmasfor Christmas

THE BEST WAY TO SEE THE ISLANDS IS FROM THE WATERTHE BEST WAY TO SEE THE ISLANDS IS FROM THE WATER

•  10 a.m. Island Cruise to Useppa Or Cabbage Key
• Adventure Sailing Cruises 
•  4:00 p.m. Dolphin Watch Cruise
•  Beach & Shelling Cruise 
•  Sunset Serenade Cruise with Island Musicians

JACARANDA
The

Entertainment Nightly in “Sanibel’s Social Scene”

1223 PERIWINKLE WAY, SANIBEL 472-1771

Happy Apps $5.95
Sesame Encrusted Ahi Tuna, 

Crispy Fried Calamari, 
Chilled Oysters, Steamed Shrimp, 

BBQ Beef Satays, 
Snow Crab Legs, Chicken Wings

Sanibel’s Best HAPPY HOUR
4 - 7 p.m. Nightly in the lounge

1/2 Price Drinks
Call & Well Liquor, Draft Beer Selections, 

Select House Wine

Boat Ramp 
Holiday Hours

A popular county-owned marina on 
Pine Island is expanding holiday 
hours for recreational boaters.

The Pine Island Commercial Marina – 
known locally as the former Fisherman’s 
Coop – will be open to all users includ-
ing recreational boaters from Friday, 
December 23 through Monday, January 
2. The marina is located at 6001 Maria 
Drive in St. James City, and is less than 
two miles south of Pine Island’s four-way 
stop sign.

The popular Lee County Parks & 
Recreation boat ramp gives access to 
the west side of Pine Island and premier 
fishing grounds of Pine Island Sound plus 
access to bridgeless barrier islands such as 

North Captiva, Cabbage Key and Cayo 
Costa. It usually is restricted to commer-
cial vessel use on weekdays and typically 
is only open to recreational boaters and 
kayakers on weekends and county-recog-
nized holidays.

For the 11-day period starting 
December 23, hours will be 6:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. The regular parking fee of $10 
still applies, and the yellow Lee County 
Parks & Recreation parking stickers are 
honored in lieu of daily payment. 

For more information about this ramp 
and boat ramp locations, visit www.
leeparks.org, or view the Lee County 
Boater’s Guide by visiting www.lee-coun-
ty.com and entering “boaters guide” in 
the search window. Call 239-229-7367 
with questions related to Pine Island 
Commercial Marina.

Free Guided Walk Through Time

Discover the facts and folklore of years past as you stroll through Matanzas 
Pass Preserve while visiting the Calusa Indians, Spaniards, pirates, 
Koreshans, early settlers, and pioneers of Estero Island. Visit traditional 

craft vendors and demonstration areas and try some of the best jerk chicken and 
other food items the island has to offer. This guided walk takes place on Saturday, 
February 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is open to all ages. It is a great hands-on 
learning experience for the whole family. Reservations are encouraged but not 
required; to reserve a timeslot email vlittle@leegov.com.

This free event is sponsored by the Friends of Matanzas Pass Preserve, Red 
Coconut RV Resort, Estero Island Historic Society, Calusa Ghost Tours/Paddlesports, 
Tranquility Cove Massage and Lee County Parks & Recreation. Matanzas Pass 
Preserve is located at 199 Bay Road on Fort Myers Beach. Visit www.leeparks.org or 
call 533-7444 for more information.

Guided Walks

Lee County Parks & Recreation 
invites visitors and residents to 
explore the ecosystem and wildlife 

at the beach parks, preserves and shore-
lines:

Barrier Islands Guided Walk
Join a Florida Master Naturalist as they 

lead you through Bowditch Point Park, 
located at 50 Estero Blvd. in Fort Myers 
Beach. Learn the importance of the bar-
rier islands, their unique ecosystem, and 
how they protect the mainland. Explore 
the beach front tropical hardwoods, 
coastal scrub and wetland plant communi-
ties. 

Walks are held every Tuesday from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. and every Friday from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. Parking is $1 per hour 
or free with a valid Lee County Parks & 
Recreation parking sticker. Meet on the 
upper patio for this free walk. Bowditch 
Point Park is at the north tip of Estero 
Island. Visit www.leeparks.org or call 
239-533-7444 for more information.

Low Tide Loafing at Sunset
Join a naturalist and leisurely explore 

the mud flats at Bunche Beach, located at 
18201 John Morris Road in Fort Myers 
Beach, to see what mysteries the low tide 
uncovers, and enjoy a beautiful Florida 
sunset as well. Bring a camera, sun pro-
tection, shoes that can get wet, bug spray 
and drinking water. 

The next walks are scheduled for 
January 10 and January 24 from 5 to 6 
p.m. Parking is $1 per hour or free with 
a valid Lee County Parks & Recreation 

parking sticker. Meet at the picnic tables 
on the beach for this free guided walk. 
Visit www.leeparks.org or call 239-533-
7444 for more information.

Mangrove Walk
Take an educational and inspirational 

walk through Matanzas Pass Preserve, 
located at 199 Bay Road in Fort Myers 
Beach, out to the Estero Bay. Learn 
about the diverse plant community includ-
ing a maritime oak hammock, transitional 
wetlands and a mangrove forest.  

Walks are held each Thursday from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. This is a free walk and 
parking is free, but space is limited so 
come early. Meet at the entrance of 
Matanzas Pass Preserve, behind the 
Beach Library and School. Visit www.
leeparks.org or call 239-533-7444 for 
more information. 

Exploring Ethnobotany
Learn how indigenous plants can be 

used for such things as food, shelter, 
medicine and clothing. Find out about 
the historical importance of some of 
Florida’s plants to humans. This program 
is offered the fourth Wednesday of every 
month from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 

The next programs are scheduled 
for December 28 and January 25. This 
is a free walk and parking is free, but 
space is limited so come early. Meet at 
the entrance to Matanzas Pass Preserve, 
located behind the Beach Library & 
School. For more information visit our 
website at www.leeparks.org  or call 
(239) 533-7444.
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Charlotte Harbor 
National Estuary 
Exhibit Series 

The Northwest Regional Library, 
in partnership with the Charlotte 
Harbor National Estuaries 

Program (CHNEP), is excited to provide 
an enriching experience at the library.  
They will kick off the New Year with an 
outstanding exhibit and series of pro-
grams for all ages.  

Beginning on January 3 and running 
through February 15, you can view the 
CHNEP’s visually exciting and informa-
tive exhibit during normal library hours 
at the Northwest Regional Library. The 
CHNEP is a unique community, govern-
ment and professional partnership that 
protects estuaries and watersheds from 
Venice to Bonita Springs and northeast 
to Winter Haven. This partnership gives 
citizens, elected officials, resource man-
agers, and commercial and recreational 
resource users in the area a voice in the 
management and stewardship of our fish 
and wildlife habitat, water quality and 
water flow.   

“CHNEP and our partners are 
delighted to highlight the condition of our 
natural environment and how residents 
can maintain healthy waterways and 
restore natural habitats,” said Lisa Beever, 
Director of the Charlotte Harbor National 
Estuary Program.

Northwest Regional Library will also 
offer informative weekly programs cover-
ing Florida friendly landscaping, sea life in 

the estuaries, and the salt marsh ecosys-
tem. In addition, the City of Cape Coral 
will present a special program to inform 
citizens how to get involved in Canal 
Watch, cleanup efforts and removal of 
invasive exotics.  

Families and children may be inter-
ested in the programs centered around 
the book Adventures in the Charlotte 
Harbor Watershed written by Carol 
Mahler.

The Northwest Regional Library is 
located at 519 Chiquita Blvd. N. in Cape 
Coral and is open Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Tuesday from noon to 8 p.m.; and Friday 
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
library is closed on Sundays. 

The interactive presentation date 
and times can be found below. All pro-
grams are free and open to the public. 
A sign language interpreter is available 
with five business days notice to library 
staff. Assistive listening system available; 
request at desk.

CHNEP Programs At The 
Northwest Regional Library

• Partners in Action to Preserve Our 
Environment – Tuesday, January 3 at 4 
p.m.

Meet Lisa Beever, director of The 
Charlotte Harbor National Estuary 
Program, a partnership working to pro-
tect the natural environment. Learn how 
your neighbors – citizens, businesses, 
agencies and organizations alike – are 
working together on this important 
partnership. She’ll provide both the 
watershed report and the water atlas; two 
recent items produced to help everyone 

understand our valuable natural resources, 
impacts to them and actions to protect 
them.

• Neighbor to Neighbor Florida-
Friendly Landscaping – Tuesday, January 
10 at 4 p.m.

 Seventeen neighbors in Southwest 
Florida show how they transformed their 
diverse properties into beautiful oasis for 
people and wildlife that conserve precious 
water resources and reduce pollution but 
also save time and money. Warren Bush, 
chair of the CHNEP Citizens Advisory 
Committee and master gardener, answers 
questions and guides people to resources 
available.

• Sea Life in Southwest Florida 
Estuaries – Tuesday, January 17 at 4 
p.m. 

An estuary is where fresh water from 
the land mixes with the saltwater from 
the sea. Charlotte Harbor estuary also 
includes the tidal portion of the Myakka, 
Peace and Caloosahatchee rivers as well 
as the tidal portions of many creeks. 
Learn about the sea life that lives in the 
waters of our estuaries. Communications 
Manager Maran Hilgendorf answers 
questions and guides people to resources 
available, including guided wading trips 
into nearby waters.

• CHNEP Calendars: Beauty & 
Diversity through Donated Images – 
Tuesday, January 31 at 4 p.m. 

Since 2005, CHNEP has created 
calendars of donated images that depict 
the beauty of the natural environment 
of southwest Florida. Communications 
Manager Maran Hilgendorf show-
cases select images of more than 2,000 

donated images that show the beauty 
and diversity of the natural environment. 
Guidance is provided on how to submit 
images for the 2013 calendar.

• Understanding the Salt Marsh 
Ecosystem – Tuesday, February 7 at 4 
p.m. 

The salt marshes of southwest Florida 
are one of the most unique and rare in 
the United States, offering numerous 
ecosystem services to the community, 
including recreational, commercial, and 
aesthetic values. Learn about this ecosys-
tem from Jim Beever of the Southwest 
Florida Regional Planning Council. 

• The City of Cape Coral & The 
Environment – Monday, February 13 at 
4 p.m. 

Harry Phillips, with the City of Cape 
Coral Environmental Resources Division 
discusses practices in the city that help 
protect the environment and how citizens 
can get involved in Canal Watch, cleanup 
efforts, removal of invasive exotics, and 
events to educate and motivate people to 
protect the natural environment.

• Video: Adventures in the Charlotte 
Harbor Watershed – Tuesday, January 24 
at 4 p.m. 

The Lee County School District turned 
the book, Adventures in the Charlotte 
Harbor Watershed, into a video with 
author Carol Mahler, five students from 
Manatee Elementary School in Lee 
County and others. Rick Tully, environ-
mental education coordinator with the 
Lee County School District, guides us 
through the natural environment of south-
west Florida, the eyes of the four animals 
featured in the book and local school 
children.

• Adventures on the Charlotte Harbor 
Watershed – Saturday, January 7 at 11 
a.m. (all ages); Saturday, January 28 at 
11 a.m. (kids)

Carol Mahler, author of Adventures in 
the Charlotte Harbor Watershed, and a 
professional storyteller, brings the story 
alive. Learn about the environment of 
southwest Florida through the adventures 
of four animals: a yellow-crowned night-
heron on the Caloosahatchee River, an 
alligator on the Peace River, an otter on 
the Myakka River and a mullet in the 
estuaries.

For more information on the exhibit, 
go to www.lee-county.com/library or call 
Telephone Reference at 239-479-INFO 
(4636). For more information on the 
CHNEP, visit www. www.chnep.org.

Our E-Mail address is 
press@RiverWeekly.com

An Inside Look At 
Wildlife Recovery 

The CROW Picture Show offers an 
insider’s look at why critters come 
to CROW, and features photos of 

the wild animals who wind up there.
Last year, CROW (Clinic for the 

Rehabilitation of Wildlife), Southwest 
Florida’s only wildlife hospital, cared 
for 4,111 sick, injured, and orphaned 

animals. Of the more than 200 differ-
ent species, 54 percent were birds, 38 
percent mammals, and eight percent rep-
tiles/amphibians/invertebrates. 

Due to restrictions imposed by gov-
ernmental agencies, CROW cannot allow 
visitors to view patients in person. But in 

this 30-minute presentation, visitors can 
see photos of current and past patients, 
with commentary by Claudia Burns, a 
veteran clinic volunteer.

The CROW Picture Show is on 
Friday December 23 at 11 a.m. in the 
CROW Healing Winds Visitor Education 
Center, located at 3883 Sanibel-Captiva 
Road, across from The Sanibel School. 
Admission for adults is $5, teens, $3,  
and free for members and children 12 
and under. 

Admission includes the presentation, 
plus the opportunity to explore CROW’s 
hands-on educational facility and become 
familiar with its efforts to save wildlife 
through compassion, care and education.

For more information, call 472-3644 
ext. 231. To learn more about CROW, 
visit www.crowclinic.org.

Baby fawn being fed Baby otter being bottle fed 

Baby bobcat being fed
photos courtesy of CROW 

Baby squirrel being fed 



THE RIVER - DECEMBER 23, 2011 17

thanks

OUR PATIENTS CAN’T PAY THEIR BILLS
BUT YOU CAN HELP “INSURE” THE ANIMALS AT CROWCROW

Th is holiday season, double your donation to CROW patients - contribute to the 

Boyd Challenge GrantBoyd Challenge Grant
For more information, visit www.crowclinic.org or phone 472-3644 ext. 227

for helping insure the care and feeding of our patients

Go to www.crowclinic.org
Click on “Help Insure a CROW Patient”

Choose your favorite patient

Make your pledge with a credit card

Receive a certifi cate with a photo of 

your chosen animal by reply e-mail
For more information, phone 472-3644 ext. 231

Please thank our Case of the Week ad sponsor for supporting CROW:

CROW Case Of The Week: 

Two Anhingas
by Emilie Alfino

Two anhingas 
were found 
near a pond 

in Fort Myers 
on October 30. 
They came in to 
CROW together – 
they had to, they 
were attached at 
the beaks with a 
large amount of 

monofilament line keeping them that 
way. One had already died by the time 
they arrived at CROW (Clinic for the 
Rehabilitation of Wildlife).

CROW staff first freed the living bird 
from the monofilament line and the 
dead bird. “It was really sad because I 
have a feeling they might have been 
mates; it’s hard to tell,” said Robin Bast, 
CROW wildlife rehabilitator. “Usually 
anhingas aren’t incredibly social.” 

The live anhinga, now free, had 
some missing tail feathers and a wound 
on his tail – probably from the same 
fishing material. He was incredibly dehy-
drated, weak and thin. Staff removed 
all of the remaining fishing line and 
gave the bird subcutaneous fluids for 
his dehydration, as well as vitamin B. 
“Vitamin B helps a little with appetite 
and strength,” Bast explained. “We 
cleaned up the wound on his tail and 
applied SSD topical antibiotics. He was 
tube fed and we force fed him some 

smelt twice a day. We also started him 
on oral antibiotics to prevent any sec-
ondary infections from setting in.”

A few days later, on November 2, the 
anhinga was very active when he was 
put in the tub while staff was cleaning 
his cage and getting ready for treat-
ment. “He wasn’t eating well inside. 
Sometimes patients will do that when 
they’re stressed, especially anhingas,” 
said Bast. “But he next day he was very 
active again and apparently decided he 
was going to jump out of the tub on his 
own.”

Anhingas are also called snake birds 
because of their long necks, which 
enabled Bast to see him peeking his 
head out of the shower curtain before 
she heard the splash as the bird jumped 
out of the tub. “If they could speak, he 
would have said, ‘I’m done with this, 
thank you very much,’” Bast predicted.

The anhinga graduated to the out-
door extended care enclosure, where 
staff would continue to monitor him 
closely because he wasn’t eating on his 
own yet. Bast said this might have been 

due to stress and that being outside 
could help. Sure enough, that afternoon 
he started eating on his own.

“We try to keep the clinic as low 
stress as possible – we use towels, we 
keep our voices low – but it’s still not 
natural for a wild animal to be inside 
a clinic, so once they’re outside it can 
make a world of difference,” Bast 
explained. Of course, when an animal is 
getting intense care, he has to be inside.

The next day, November 3, the staff 
discontinued his medications. He was 
gaining strength and some weight. By 
the 13th, he was flying really well and 

was released. “We didn’t release him 
to the exact same spot because he had 
gotten into fishing line there,” said Bast. 
“Hopefully he can find another mate; he 
seemed really happy when we released 
him.”

The anhinga could have been going 
after a fish at the end of the line when 
the two birds got entangled. No one 
can say exactly how it happened, but 
it was lucky CROW could save even 
one of the birds in this case. And it’s a 
good reminder once again to always use 
proper disposals for fishing line – PVC 

continued on page 18

Anhinga

Anhinga
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Plant Smart

Christmas Berry Is No Gift To Florida
by Gerri Reaves

The prettily named 
Christmas berry is none 
other than the infamous 

and aggressive Brazilian pepper 
(Schinus terebinthifolius.) This 
pretty pest plant is near the top 
of the list for damage to Florida’s 
environment. 

Also known by the jolly moni-
ker of Florida holly, this invader 
brings no holiday blessings, 
despite its physical attractive-
ness. Don’t be deceived by those 
deep green leaves and bright red 
berries that make it popular for 
Christmas decorations in South 
Florida. 

A member of the cashew 
family, it is native to Argentina, 
Paraguay and Brazil. Since being 
introduced to Florida as an orna-
mental in the 1840s, it has flour-
ished beyond comprehension 
and levied a hefty financial and 
environmental cost on the state.  

This dense evergreen shrub can reach tree heights and is common in undevel-
oped parcels and alongside ditches, where it and other highly invasive plants such 
as melaleuca enjoy free reign. 

Multi-stemmed and tangled, it dominates a landscape and shades-out other spe-
cies, including some endangered ones. The paired leaflets are one to two inches 
long, making up leaves of five to eight inches long. 

The leaflets emit a pepper- or turpentine-like odor when crushed. 
Clusters of tiny white flowers bloom in summer and fall. In winter, the drupes of 

red glossy berries appear. Birds and other wildlife eat them, thus aiding the noxious 
plant to spread. 

Because of Brazilian pepper’s destructive potential, it is illegal to cultivate it. 
In addition to being listed by the Florida’s Exotic Pest Plant Council as a catego-

ry-1 invasive, it is on the state’s official Noxious Weeds List, which makes it “unlaw-
ful to introduce, multiply, possess, move or release it” without a state permit. 

Other reasons to shun it? Contact with the plant, as when simply cutting it back, 
can cause serious dermatological and respiratory irritation – no surprise, since it’s in 
the same family as poison ivy. The berries, if ingested by humans, induce vomiting. 

If Brazilian pepper is in your landscape, eliminate it. Contact the Lee County 
Extension Agency for information on ridding your landscape of this plant. 

(Sources: plants.ifas.ufl.edu, fleppc.org and floridata.com) 
Plant Smart explores sustainable gardening practices that will help you create 

an environmentally responsible, low-maintenance South Florida landscape.

Invasive Brazilian pepper, aka Christmas berry and 
Florida holly, flourishes in undeveloped parcels and 
along the borders of subdivisions

photos by Gerri Reaves  

Pretty Christmas berries, but noxious   

From page 17

Two Anhingas
pipes for this purpose are installed at 
almost all fishing areas.

CROW (Clinic for the 
Rehabilitation of Wildlife, Inc.) is a 
non-profit wildlife hospital providing 
veterinary care for native and migra-
tory wildlife from the Gulf Coast of 
Florida. The hospital accepts patients 
seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Mail donations to P.O. Box 150, 
Sanibel, FL 33957. Visit www.crow-
clinic.org or call 472-3644.

 Fresh Seafood, Steaks & Pasta

Join Us For 

DINNER
CHRISTMAS EVE 

AND DAY 
SERVING FROM 4 PM TO 9 PM
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ReservationsReservations
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Sophisticated Dining • Raw Bar • Screened Patio
1223 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel Island • 239-472-1771

www.JacarandaOnSanibel.com
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Personal Lines 
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703 Tarpon Bay Rd, Sanibel, FL (239) 472-3022 

Summer is over and it’s time to enjoy 
those beautiful “winter” days in  

Paradise. 
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Amanda’s
Island
Jewels

Available
Here & Online

www.AmandasIslandJewels.com

Always Fresh
...Always!

T r

opical Outdoor Patio Seating

Get Crabby At The CowGet Crabby At The CowGet Crabby At The CowGet Crabby At The Cow
with our Famous Stone Crabs

1/2 lb & 1 lb. quantities  • Appetizers & Full Dinners
      “Best Prices On The Planet”

wwwwwwww
Fun "new" Moo Wear for all agesFun "new" Moo Wear for all ages

Come Try our NEW Cowlicious
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Specials

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week.
Snacks In-between • Live Music! • Outdoor Seating

Live Music

Always Fresh

...Always Fun!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
from the Staff at Island Cow

Complimentary Draft or 
House Wine with dinner 

purchase and coupon
Expires 12/28/2011

Open Christm
as

Eve & Day

Regular Hours

Beach Art Gallery 
Hosts ‘Art Divine’ Holiday Sale

Many have stopped to peruse the art covering the walls at the Fort Myers 
Beach Art Association gallery and have gone home with a beautiful piece of 
original artwork.  They are a great gift idea or just to enjoy.  

The art association thanks all of you who have purchased some of our art and who 
are starting a collection of local artwork in their homes. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
purchase original local artwork at prices no higher than $99. 

Included in the hundreds of pieces are both framed and unframed works done in 
various media for really great prices. The sought-after minis are hung and ready for 
purchase as well. These small works of art have become collectors items locally and 
are eagerly awaited each season.  For just $10, you can buy a small painting and help 
support the art association.  

Tickets can be purchased for the raffle of a  framed watercolor painting by the 
famous artist Jerry McLish. Drawing for the winner will be at the Open House on 
Thursday, January 12, and proceeds will benefit the scholarship fund. The holiday sale 
extends until noon on January 12.  The gallery will be open during regular hours listed 
below. 

 On January 12 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., the FMBAA board will host the 
open house at the gallery for members and those interested in checking out the asso-
ciation. President Meg Bushnell will introduce the activities of the association, and from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. there will be a  free demo “A to Z Acrylic” by Kevin Tobin, 
Jr. He will cover pigments, extending paints, digital grounds, and “open” acrylics. 
There will be information packets, samples and refreshments. Please call the gallery to 
sign up to attend.

Rose Edin, TWSA NWS, will be teaching a workshop at the Fort Myers Beach Art 
Association from January 16-20 in the wonderful world of color. She is  a watercolor 
instructor, author and well known fine watercolor artist. The workshop is $300 for 
members and $330 for non-members and more information can be found by calling 
Karen Borden 239-463-0343. Sign up now to insure your space in the workshop. 

February’s workshop will be Carol Frye, NWS ISEA, a Florida artist who works in 
multimedia and intuitive methods. Her workshop is $285 for members and $315 for 
non-members. More information on workshops can be found online at www.fortmy-
ersbeachart.com or by calling the gallery at 463-3909. Don’t miss these famous artists 
who are brought to the beach to teach at a very reasonable cost.

The Art Association also sponsors our local artists teaching short workshops here 
on the beach. Sue Pink will be teaching “Collage” on February 2 and 3. These classes 
will cost only $50 per day for expert instruction. Neil Walling will again teach his 

“Plein air painting” for 
three mornings on February 
23, 24 and 25 for only $20 
each. 

For the first time, 
Patty O’Kane will offer 
“Introduction to Drawing 
and Dry Media Exposure,” 
an introductory level/
refresher course using 
various materials and 
techniques in a series of 
four evening classes from 
6 to 9 p.m. two days, on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
January 25 and 26 and 
two days, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, January 31 
and February 1. Cost is 
$100 for the series or $25 
for each class. Contact the 
instructor for details; class 
materials will be provided. 

As always, Patty Kane 
will be teaching her water-
color classes on Mondays 
at the gallery. Patty’s new 
series starts on January 9 
and you can reserve a spot 
by calling the gallery now.

We are very fortunate 
to have such highly quali-
fied instructors here on the 
beach and hope everyone 
interested takes advantage of these opportunities.  

The working gallery on Donora and Shellmound in Fort Myers Beach is open from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Saturday and from noon to 3 p.m. on Sunday. 
The gallery will be closed December 24, 25 and 31 and January 1. 

For more information on shows or classes, call the gallery at 239-463-3909 or visit 
www.fortmyersbeachart.com.

Oil painting by Joan Tangren Reynolds
photo by Michele Buelow
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One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo’s Nest 
At Lab Theater

A classic comedy/drama about 
what happens when a charm-
ing rogue disrupts a mental ward 

will be presented by The Laboratory 
Theater of Florida. One Flew Over The 
Cuckoo’s Nest by Dale Wasserman will 
be presented at the theater’s new home 
on Second Street, located in downtown 
Fort Myers.

“This play takes a fascinating look at 
how society used to view and treat mental 
illness, as well as how so-called subversive 
characters are kept in line. To stage this 
famous play during today’s similar climate 
of social and political uneasiness makes it 
very relevant to modern audiences,” said 
director Nykkie Rizley. “The cast includes 
mental health professionals and instruc-
tors for teens with behavioral issues, so 
we have a strong background in bringing 
the characters to life. This isn’t theater, its 
therapy.”

One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest 
by Dale Wasserman is based on the 
book by Ken Kesey that was made into a 
movie starring Jack Nicholson. The main 
character, R. P. McMurphy, manages to 
bring a dreary and harsh mental ward to 
life, but he threatens the authority there 
leading to a dramatic showdown with 
Nurse Ratched.

One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest 
will be presented January 13 through 
January 28 at 8 p.m. at 1634 Woodford 
Avenue, on the corner of Second Street 
and Woodford Avenue in Fort Myers. 
There will also be a 2 p.m. matinee on 
January 22. Tickets are $20, and $10 
for students. Call 239-218-0481 or visit 
www.laboratorytheaterflorida.com.

In addition, the theater’s Speakers 
Series will feature mental health profes-
sionals leading discussions on shock ther-
apy, lobotomies and modern innovations 
in mental health. The Speaker’s Series 
evening will be held at the theater on 
Tuesday, January 10 at 7 p.m. Delicious 
snacks will be provided by Lush French 
Bakery. Admission is free to theater 
members and $5 to non-members.

English Country 
Dancing

Learn the social dances of the 17th, 
18th and 19th centuries at the 
Wa-Ke Hatchee Recreation Center.

Dress is casual; wear flat shoes with 
non-slip soles.

Partners are not necessary at this 
family-friendly activity, which features 
live music, and beginners are always 
welcomed. Dancing is simple, easy, usu-
ally elegant and occasionally raucous – 
but is always fun!

Instruction will take place on 
Tuesdays from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. (year 
round) at the Wa-ke Hatchee Recreation 
Center, located at 16760 Bass Road in 
Fort Myers. The center’s phone number 
is 239-432-2154.

Lessons are free after a one-time 
payment of $10, which covers life-
time membership to Wa-Ke Hatchee 
Recreation Center.

For more information, contact Gillian 
Carney at 239-603-9828 or send an 
e-mail to fortmyersdancers@hotmail.
com.

Youth Dance 
Class At Bay Oaks

Bay Oaks Recreation Center is 
excited to announce a change 
to the youth dance class. The 

dance class will no longer be drop-in; 
but instead will be an eight-week session 
culminating in a performance at the end 
of the session. 

Each session will go from 11:30 a.m. 
through 1 p.m. The dances taught will be 
a combination of hip hop, jazz and ballet. 
The instructor for all of these classes is 
Lydia Frantz, a beach resident who has 
more than 15 years of formal training.  

The dance sessions will each cost $50 
for non-members and $40 per session for 
members. 

If you have any questions, please call 
Bay Oaks Recreation Center, located at 
2731 Oak Street in Fort Myers Beach, at 
765-4222.

Wishmaker’s Ball 
On Way To Being 
A Sold-Out Event

Having a sold-out event is a 
good problem to have says the 
organizers of the Sixth Annual 

Wishmaker’s Ball benefiting the Make-
A-Wish Foundation of Southern Florida. 
The Ball, which takes place on Friday, 
January 20 at the Hilton Naples, only has 
a few tickets left.  

“We are so pleased with ticket sales 
and sponsorships this year,” said Norm 
Wedderburn, president and CEO of the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Southern 
Florida. “However, we have to keep 
the momentum going in order to raise 
enough funds to grant the many wishes 
in Collier County. Everyone is working 
hard to make the Ball a success and we 
owe special thanks to our chairs, Sandra 

and Reg Buxton, and their committee of 
volunteers and, of course, our staff.”

The presenting sponsor for this 
year’s ball will be BNY Mellon Wealth 
Management. Other major sponsors 
include Arthrex, Avow Hospice, Capital 
Bank, Charlie McDonald Photography, 
Dr. Laquis, First National Bank of the 
Gulf Coast, Hilton Naples, Norman Love 
Confections, Seminole Casino, Soderquist 
Photography, The Children’s Hospital 
of Southwest Florida, Valpak and Vein 
Specialists.

Community involvement is needed to 
make the Wishmaker’s Ball a success. 
Ball organizers are seeking sponsors, auc-
tion items, volunteers and attendees. 

To inquire about the event, donate an 
auction item or to fund a wish, please 
call 239-992-9474 or e-mail Lesley 
Colantonio at lcolantonio@sflawish.org.

Vocal Arts Tribute 
Concert

Lauren Pratt performed in the 
Belhaven University Vocal Arts 
Concert, Art of the Spiritual: 

Moses Hogan Remembered (1957-
2003). Pratt is a freshman from Fort 
Myers and is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts 
in History at Belhaven University.

Belhaven’s Vocal Arts Concert cel-
ebrated the life and work of arranger, 
conductor, and concert pianist, Moses 
Hogan.

Dr. Christopher Shelt, Professor 
of Voice, Church Music and Choral 
Activities led the Belhaven University 
Concert Choir, Chorale and select soloists 
in a stirring offering of the finest spirituals 
arranged by the late Moses Hogan.

“His legendary presence within the art 
of choral music was truly global in scope 
largely through his remarkable arrange-
ments of African-American spirituals,” 
said Dr. Shelt.

Moses Hogan, a native of New 
Orleans, met an untimely death at the 
age of 45 due to a brain tumor, but is 
remembered as an inspiration and jewel 
in the music world.

This performance was at the Belhaven 
University Center for the Arts, Concert 
Hall on November 19. A special Sunday 
performance on November 20 was held 
at Pear Orchard Presbyterian Church 
Sanctuary in Ridgeland.

Founded in 1883, Belhaven University 
now serves more than 3,000 students 
from campuses in Jackson, Memphis, 
Orlando, Houston, Chattanooga, Atlanta 
and online, offering traditional undergrad-
uate degrees, graduate and adult degree 
programs and online degree programs.

Craft Guild 

The Southwest Florida Craft Guild is 
included in the new Coconut Point 
Art Gallery, located at 123101 

Fashion Drive in Estero. An open-
ing reception will be held on Friday, 
January 6 from 5 to 7 p.m.

The gallery, sponsored by the Arts 
Council of Southwest Florida and Simon 
Malls, features fine craft artwork in wood, 
clay, glass, stone, fiber arts, mixed media 
and jewelry created by local Southwest 
Florida Craft Guild artisans and other 
ACSWF league members. The reception 
is free and the public is invited.

Hours for the gallery are 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday  (Friday 
open until 7 p.m.) and Sunday noon to 5 
p.m. Closed Mondays 

For more information, send an e-mail 
to craftguild@cox.net. Spring open

Exterior image of the gallery   
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IL TESORO RISTORANTEIL TESORO RISTORANTE
Fine Italian Cuisine

“Fresh ingredients, simplicity, love…
the recipe for a treasured dining 

experience”  — Chef/Owner AJ Black
Fresh Winter MenuFresh Winter Menu

Announcing: ILT opened in NYC!Announcing: ILT opened in NYC!
751 Tarpon Bay Road

Sanibel Island, FL 33957
t: 239.395.4022
www.iltesoro.net

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVEOPEN CHRISTMAS EVE
& CHRISTMAS DAY& CHRISTMAS DAY
REGULAR HOURSREGULAR HOURS DOLCE TESORODOLCE TESORO

BAKERY • GELATO • ESPRESSO

Tahitian Gardens PlazaTahitian Gardens Plaza
2300 Periwinkle Way

Sanibel Island, FL 33957
239.472.4300  •  Fax 239.472.4333

ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY TRAYS ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY TRAYS 
AND CHEESECAKES!AND CHEESECAKES!

Signature Chamber Concerts 
Announce Details Of 13th Season

The 13th season of Signature Chamber Concerts will present four Sunday 
afternoon performances, featuring outstanding professional musicians and an 
appealing variety of programming. Concerts begin at 3 p.m. at the Unitarian-

Universalist Church, located at 13411 Shire Lane, off Daniels Parkway west of I-75 
in Fort Myers.

The Aurore Piano Trio opens the season on Sunday, January 29, marking their 
fourth appearance of this well-known trio of Geoffrey Day, violin; Lan Lam, piano; 
and John Marcy, cello, in the Signature series. 

The second concert on February 12 will offer the chance to hear a jazz vocalist well 
known throughout the area, Michelle Amato, with the Jazz All-Stars. 

The third concert, on February 26, will feature Michael Baron and Renato 

Premezzi, performing piano 
for four hands. 

Finally, the Sarasota Wind 
Quintet will be bringing their 
distinctive sound to us for the 
final concert of the season on 
March 18. Details of the pro-
grams will be forthcoming.

Each of the four concerts 
is followed by a reception at 
which audience members are 
invited to meet and speak 
with the performers. Series 
tickets are $60 per person; 
single tickets in advance are 
$18 per concert; and single 
tickets at the door are $20. 
One $8 student ticket covers 
all siblings in a family when 
accompanied by at least one 
adult.

Tickets are on sale now 
at the UU Church of Fort 
Myers or by phone at 239-
303-9165. Further informa-
tion may be obtained from 
www.signaturechambercon-
certs.org 

The concert venue is 
acclaimed by performers 
and audiences alike for its 
excellent acoustics. The facil-
ity was designed for public 
performances with stadium 
seating, unobstructed views, cushioned seats, and soaring ceilings.

Signature Chamber Concerts was established in 1999 to promote the fine and per-
forming arts in the Fort Myers community. The concerts, planned and organized by a 
volunteer board, feature quality programming, the best Southwest Florida professional 
musicians, and affordable ticket prices.

Aurore Piano Trio - Geoffrey Day, Lan Lam, 
John Marcy  

Michael Baron and Renato Premezzi   

Michelle Amato  

Sarasota Wind Quintet   

Lee County Band 
In Concert At 
Cape Coral High 

The Lee County Community Band 
will present a lively mix of folk 
music, Dixieland, show tunes, 

marches, polkas, and even some whim-
sy at 3 p.m. on January 15 at Cape 
Coral High School. The concert is free 
(donations accepted) and open to the 
public.

The program includes Folk Song 
Suite for Military Band by R. Vaughan 
Williams; The Waltzing Cat, an amus-

ing sound portrait by Leroy Anderson; 
Camelot Medley; Shoutin’ Liza 
Trombone, by Henry Filmore; the spir-
ited Liechtensteiner Polka; a country 
music sing-along; and a medley of old 
favorites, including Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band, Peg O’ My Heart, and 12th 
Street Rag.

Additional concerts this season are set 
for February 12, March 11, and April 1.

The band is directed by Richard 
Bradstreet, emcee and vocalist is Norman 
Jones. For more information, visit www.
leecountyband.org or phone Norman 
Jones at 995-2097.

Cape Coral High School is at 2300 
Santa Barbara Boulevard.

Paint Around 
And Auction

On January 22 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
the Southwest Florida Pastel 
Society will present Alla Prima, 

at the League of Bonita Springs Center 
for the Arts, 26100 Old 41 Road, 
Bonita Springs.

Four award-winning artists will cre-
ate exciting and collaborative works by 
working from painting to painting in this 
fast-paced exhibition. The works will be 
signed by all the artists and auctioned fol-
lowing their completion. 

Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 
at the door. Watching accomplished art-

ists create a painting is inspiring. The 
fun will begin as the observers watch the 
artists pass the painting in progress on 
to another artist who might just have a 
different vision. During the event there 
will be refreshments, raffles and a silent 
auction. 

Proceeds will support the Sam Platt 
Scholarship Fund for High School 
Seniors, and educational programs in the 
community that will foster professionalism 
and education in art. SWFPS is a 501(c)3 
not for profit.

For more information call 239-596-
2257 or visit www.pastelsociety.org.



THE RIVER - DECEMBER 23, 201122

Fancy Florida Seafood Gumbo
12 ounces oysters, drained
8 ounces blue crab claw meat
½ cup chopped onion
½ cup chopped celery
1 garlic clove, minced
1 tablespoon butter
1 teaspoon anise seeds
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon sugar
1 teaspoon crushed red peppers
1 10-ounce package frozen okra
2 20-ounce cans diced tomatoes
Remove remaining shell or cartilage 

from oysters and crab and set aside. 
Cook onion, celery and garlic in but-
ter until tender. Add anise, salt, sugar, 
peppers, okra and tomatoes. Cover and 
simmer for 15 minutes. Add oysters and 
simmer an additional 15 minutes. Add 
crab and heat thoroughly. Serve over 
rice.

Yields eight to 10 servings
Look for Fresh from Florida ingredi-

ents at your grocery store. Fancy Florida Seafood Gumbo    

The waters, inlets and coves sur-
rounding Florida’s coasts have 
been the refuge of infamous 

pirates for centuries. From pillaging 
Spanish galleons carrying gold to Civil 
War blockade runners disrupting supply 
lines, the pirates of Florida were once 
feared and respected. Navigating tem-
pestuous waters from Fort Myers down 
to Sanibel and Captiva Islands, south to 
Naples and east to the coveted Keys, 
these pirates and privateers embodied 
freedom and adventure. They secured 
their places in history while fighting the 
likes of presidents, armadas and interna-
tional powers. 

Authors James and Sarah Kaserman 
recount the swashbuckling tales of 
Black Caesar, Anne Bonny, “Calico 
Jack” Rackham and even the legend 
of Gasparilla. Brimming with local facts 
and myths, Florida Pirates: From The 
Southern Gulf Coast To The Keys And 
Beyond offers the definitive guide to the 
scoundrels who plundered the Sunshine 
State’s warm coasts throughout history 
and to the present day.

James F. Kaserman first learned of 
pirates in 1956 and became interested 
in the truth about pirates while research-
ing studies of government and business 
organizations. He found that pirate 
organizations had many similarities to the 
businesses of today and even served as 
models for modern-day democracy. Jim 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Kent 

State University and a master’s degree 
from the University of Dayton. He was 
honorably discharged with the rank of 
staff sergeant from the U.S. Army. Jim 
was a teacher, coach and administrator 
for thirty-six years and spent ten success-
ful years as an elected official. He is a 
former professional race car driver and 
still drives stock cars with the Daytona 
Antique Auto Racing Association. 

Sarah Jane (Chenot) Kaserman was 
an educator for more than 35 years and 
recently retired as a teacher of gifted stu-
dents in the Lee County School District in 
Florida. Following graduation from North 
Canton Hoover High School in North 
Canton, Ohio, she earned a bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Kent State 
University. She likes to play old-time, folk 
and bluegrass music. Sarah Jane and her 
grandfather’s fiddle, “Charley,” can be 
found at all pirate book presentations that 
the Kasermans attend. Together, James 
and Sarah Jane have written three pirate 
books and have lived in Fort Myers since 
moving from their native Ohio in 1985.

Florida Pirates, available at local 
bookstores and retailers, is also available 
directly through the publisher by calling 
866-457-5971 or visiting www.history-
press.net.

Florida Pirates: From The Southern 
Gulf Coast To The Keys And Beyond

Online Prep 
Course For 
Teachers And 
Librarians

Florida Gulf Coast University’s 
Office of Continuing Education and 
Off-Campus Programs in collabora-

tion with the College of Education, is 
offering a public online course to help 
teachers and librarians understand the 
role of the media specialist in schools and 
prepare them for the endorsement exam 
(6 hours per week, 48 hours total).  

The course is avialable from January 
16 to March 12; or from June 18 to 
August 6

Available 24/7, the program is conve-
nient and accessible from any computer. 
Students will obtain feedback from the 
instructor, an expert in the field, to help 
strengthen specific skill sets. The course 
prepares students to successfully pass 
and receive the State of Florida Media 
Specialist endorsement.

Course fee is $800 (excludes text-
book). Deadlines are January 10 and 
June 11 respectively. 

The instructor for this program is 
Sandra K. Agle, EdD, administrator for 
the Media Services Department through 
the Curriculum and Emerging Technology 
Departments, Curriculum Staff 
Development Center at the Lee County 
Public Center in Fort Myers.

Register online at http://registerce.
fgcu.edu or call 239-425-3270 

Read us online at IslandSunNews.com

To advertise in
The River Weekly News

Call 415-7732



Jonathan Harbour
This 2 bedroom, 2 bath end unit 
town home is in excellent condition, 
10,000 boat lift, plenty of storage, 
open floor plan with high ceilings, 
new kitchen with granite pretty view 
over looking Mac Bay. 2 car garage 
can tandem 4 cars or store your flats 
boat! Community pool, tennis and 
clubhouse all on a private island. 
Direct access to the Gulf (approx. 10 min). Beautiful landscaping add to this 
property’s appeal. Contact  Ralph or Cathy Galietti 239/826-5897.

1149 Periwinkle Way  Sanibel, FL 33957   239/472-0176   fax 239/472-0350
www.jnaislandrealestate.com

Loggerhead Cay #462 
Updated, furnished condo with 
beautiful courtyard views with 
an East end location. On-site 
management with amenities 
including a community pool, tennis 
courts and shuffleboard.  Easy 
access to the Sanibel Causeway. 
Offered for $499,000. Contact 
Sharon Wise  239-849-9121.

For The Boater In All Of Us!
This amazing property is 
located in the Iona area 
subdivision of Catalpa 
Cove; just at the mouth 
of the Caloosahatchee 
River. This open 5 
bed, 4 bath home sits 
surrounded by water on 
2 sided. One of a kind 
location & dockage space 
for 3 boats behind the 
home, including the 34k lb lift & boat house as well as an added separate 
dock & lift within the community. The waterside pool & expansive family, 
living & game rooms allow for easy carefree entertaining. Upgrades 
throughout to include granite, hardwoods, marble, faux painting, coffered 
ceilings, crown molding, custom blinds & window coverings, 2 ovens, 2 
dishwashers, fitness area, study & 3 car garage. Offered for $1,050,000.  
Contact Tracy Walters 239-994-7975

If you are interested in listing your island property, contact 
the island’s oldest and most prominent real estate company. 

We get results!

Announcing Beachwalk of Sanibel
Preconstruction opportunity in 
Beachwalk an exciting new subdivision 
on east end just steps from the beach 
access.  Great 3 bedroom, 2 bath floor 
plan with metal roof, concrete board 
siding and impact windows, granite 
countertops, raised wood panel cabinets 
on the near beach lot. Our in house 
designer can customize the floorplan for 
a small fee. Act soon and pick your own interior and exterior appointments! 
Priced right at $650,000. Contact Ken Colter 239/851-1357 or Bob 
Berning 239/699-9597

Punta Rassa #208
A valued location that enhances paradise. 
This end unit features an additional window 
in Master Bedroom. Brand new top of the 
line kitchen with granite. Hurricane impact 
windows , new bathrooms & dressing 
area. Master bath is all tiled, ceiling to floor. 
Open floor plan from entry to Lanai, no 
interior sliders. Buildings freshly painted, 
new amenities including new gas grills, 
new bathrooms, new pavers throughout 
entire community. Social Membership to the Sanibel Harbour Yacht Club 
included in purchase.  A true boaters paradise. An idyllic setting with the ever 
changing magnificance of the sunrises & sunsets. The water views reinforce 
the serenity of this “Paradise by the Sea”. Offered for $ 299,900 Contact 
Marianne Stewart . 239/560-6420.

Bank Approved Short Sale 
Bank Approved price of $160,000. Enjoy 
beautiful lake views from this 3 bedroom 2 bath 
coach home. 3rd bedroom has an open loft feel 
with pocket sliders and closet, ideal room for 
a den as well. This bright and open space with 
vaulted ceilings is the perfect full time residence 
or winter retreat. Spacious lanai with built in 
cabinets and outdoor grill. Separated laundry room and a large 2 car garage 
attached to your unit. Many amenities to include a beautiful clubhouse, pool 
and tennis courts. This is a short sale subject to existing lender’s approval 
which could result in delays. Contact the Walters Team: Tracy “Mr. Listr” 
239/994-7975 or Connie “Ms Listr” 239/841-4540

Almost 3/4 Acre Directly On Clam Bayou!
Outstanding Value, priced 30% less than 
the most recent Vacant Land Sale on the 
Bayou in Herons Landing. This is Not a 
Short Sale! Located on a cul-de-sac in this 
popular community, offering a community 
boat dock, pristine tennis courts, pool and 
pool area with outdoor kitchen and deeded 
beach access. Develop the perfect homesite 
and create your own Gulf of Mexico views from this Bayou location and 
enjoy the tranquility of the Sanibel Lifestyle. It’s Just Beautiful! Offered for 
$379,000 Contact Tracy Walters 239/994-7975

“Merry Christmas 
from our Family 

to Yours!”

Loggerhead Cay #221
This ground level condo is just 
STEPS AWAY FROM THE 
BEACH and offers pool and gulf 
views! Would make a perfect 
vacation home or investment as it 
boasts an excellent rental history. 
Community grills, shuffleboard, 
tennis courts and top-notch club 
house are just a few of the many 
amenities offered at Loggerhead 
Cay. This condo comes fully 
furnished and is located on the desirable East End. Offered for $529,000.
Contact the Walters Team Tracy 239/994-7975 or Connie 239/841-4540
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Southwest Florida 
Reading Festival 
Author Lineup

The Lee County Library System 
is pleased to announce the Best 
Seller List of authors who will 

participate at the lucky 13th Annual 
Southwest Florida Reading Festival on 
Saturday, March 17 at the Harborside 
Event Center and Centennial Park in 
downtown Fort Myers.  

The Southwest Florida Reading 
Festival brings in nationally known 
authors from all over the country to 
stimulate the community with a culture 
of reading and literacy. The festival is 
a day- long event filled with fascinating 
authors, dynamic presentations, cool 
programs and activities for kids, the latest 
library technology, contests, booksellers 
and book signings and good food, rain or 
shine. The festival draws an average of 
18,000 people annually. 

Some of the award-winning authors 
scheduled to speak at the festival 
include Erik Larson, Zane, Iris and 
Roy Johansen, Michael Palmer, Anna 
Godbersen and Michael Buckley. The 
Reading Festival is free to the public and 
caters to all ages.

“This is exciting to announce. We 
hope that folks will shop for these 
author’s books and give the books as 
gifts then extend that gift by attending 
the Festival together!” says Margie Byers, 
Reading Festival Coordinator. “This is an 
outstanding event for families and people 
of all ages. There is an author for all 
tastes!”  

In addition to the author presentations 
there will be activities & entertainment, 
e-library demonstrations, kids’ and teens’ 
programs, a book for every child and a 
Festival marketplace full of vendors.  

The Reading Festival is 100 percent 
community supported through generous 
donations, sponsorships and grants. To 
help ensure the continuation of this free 
community event visit www.readfest.
org to make a secure online donation. 
Complete author information, schedules 
of festival activities, dates of partner 
events, directions to the event and more 
are available for your convenience 24 
hours a day at www.readfest.org or call 
239-337-READ (7323).

Entire author list follows:
Adult
Diana Abu-Jaber – Birds of Paradise 

(latest release), Origin: The Language of 
Baklava

Lisa Black – Defensive Wounds (latest 
release), Evidence of Murder

Deborah Crombie – No Mark Upon 
Her (latest release), Necessary As Blood

Jane Green – Another Piece Of My 
Heart (latest release), Jemima J

Iris Johansen – Eve Duncan series 
(most recent Bonnie), Shadow Zone

Roy Johansen – Shadow Zone (latest 
release), Storm Cycle

Alex Kava – Maggie O’Dell series 
(most recent Hotwire), One False Move

Erik Larson – In the Garden of 
Beasts, Devil in the White City

Daisy Martinez – Daisy’s Holiday 
Cooking: Delicious Latin Recipes for 
Effortless EntertainingDaisy: Morning, 
Noon and Night: Bringing Your Family 
Together with Everyday Latin Dishes

Michael Palmer – Oath of Office, A 
Heartbeat Away

Erica Spindler – Watch Me Die, 
Breakneck

Caroline Todd – A Lonely Death: An 
Inspector Ian Rutledge Mystery

Thrity Umrigar – The World We 
Found (latest release), The Space 
Between Us

Zane – Addicted, The Sex 
Chronicles: Shattering the Myth

Teen
Anna Godbersen – Beautiful Days 

(latest release), The Luxe
Nancy Holder – Crusade series (most 

recent Crusade), Possessions series
Lauren Oliver – Before I Fall, 

Delirium
Obert Skye – Leven Thumps series, 

Wonkenstein (latest title)
Debbie Viguie – Wicked series (most 

recent Wicked: Witch and Curse), Wolf 
Springs Chronicles: Unleashed

Kids
Michael Buckley – NERDS: National 

Espionage, Rescue and Defense 
Society, The Sisters Grimm series

Christopher Paul Curtis – The Mighty 
Miss Malone, Bud, Not Buddy

Sara Pennypacker – Clementine, 
Clementine: Friend of the Week

Judith Schachner – Skippyjon Jones, 
Class Action (latest release), Skippyjon 
Jones

David Ezra Stein – Interrupting 
Chicken, Love, Mouserella.

Canterbury 
Science Fair 
Students

Canterbury School will send 24 
projects created by 30 students to 
the Edison Regional Science Fair 

on January 13 and 14. The 18 indi-
vidual and six team projects are:

Senior Division Individual:
• Ahmed Ahad (grade 9) – Analyzing 

the Differences of the Urine Composition 
of Those With and Without Cancer

• James Harris (grade 11) – Dynamo 
Analysis

• Derek Wu (grade 10) – Don’t Drink 
the Water: The efficacy of the insecticide 
Spinisad on Mosquito Larvae

• Xylo Smith-Pajares (grade 11) 
– Analyzing the Barriers that Limit 
Participation in Organ Donation and 
Blood Transfusion Programs

• Thorin Thosath (grade 12) – 
(F.E.A.R.) An Examination of the Onset 
of Math Anxiety

• Suhas Penukonda (grade 10) – 
Xerophthalmia (Dry Eye Syndrom): 
Comparing Treatment Options in 
Improving Visual Acuity

• Tara Kini (grade 11) – The Affects 
of Sodium Nitrite Solutions on Cellular 
Regeneration of Planaria

• Cheyenne Reynolds (grade 11) – 
The Effect of BPA on Secondary Sex 
Characteristics as Studied in Guppies

• Kelly Fay (grade 9) – Le Tour de 
Wheel… Is a Gluten-free Diet Conducive 
to the Enhancement of Diurnal Activity in 
Female Feeder Mice (Mus musculus)?

• Wyatt Smith (grade 11) – The 
Correlation between Sarcoplasmic 
Muscular Hypertrophy, Myofribrillar 
Muscular Hypertrophy, Myofribrillar 
Muscular Hypertrophy and Individual 
Anatomical Features

Senior Division Team:
• Vaibhav Penukonda and Neil Singh 

(grade 12) – Developing an Application of 
the Gauss-Ostogradsky Theorem and Flux 
Operators to Investigate an Architectural 
Situations of Fluid Dynamics

• Thomas Quigley, Steven Schwartz 
and Peri Shamlian (grade 11) – The 
Adaption of the Sea Perch ROV to 
Collect Data Samples

Junior Division Individual:
• Sophia Ahad (grade 8) – Can Saliva 

Be Useful in the Detection of Cancer in 
Female Patients?

• Eve Bailey (grade 8) - Does 
Compliance with Medications Play a Role 
in Causing Recent Hospitalization for 
Cardiovascular Patients?

• Jay Chandar (grade 7) – Can Plant 
Enzymes Accelerate the Digestion of 
Cooked and Processed Foods?

• Hannah Fay (grade 8) – Which 
Florida State Trees Are the Most 
Flammable?

• Maddie Goldberg (grade 8) – Will 
Polarized Sunglasses Protect Against UV 
Rays?

• Manuel Hernandez (grade 8) – 
What Species of Zooplankton Are 
Found In Sanibel Harbour; and How 
Will Petroleum Derivatives Affect These 
Plankton?

• Ryan Misewiscz (grade 7) – Does 

Gatorade Color Differ In the Amount of 
Electrolytes?

• Simon Negin (grade 7) – Does the 
Size of a Plate Affect the Perception of 
the Amount of Food?

Junior Division Team:
Michael Burton and Dante Curcione 

(grade 7) – How Do Planaria Survive in 
Different Environments?

Natalie Henning and Madison Noall 
(grade 8) – Will Increasing the Amount 
of Sea Salt & DC Voltage During the 
Process of Electrolysis Increase the 
Production of Hydrogen in Clean and 
Polluted Salt Water?

Makenzie Garner and Evelyn Pizzolato-
Murray (grade 8) – Does Higher SPF level 
of Sunscreen Protect Against UV Rays?

Scott Wheeler and Zan DeBoest 
(grade 8) – What is the Effect of UV 
Radiation on Human Hair?

Randy’s Auto Repair, LLC
www.RandysAutoRepairLLC.com
16191 San Carlos Blvd, Ste 1
Fort Myers, FL 33908
Tel. 267-2556

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

BUMPER
 TO

BUMPER

OIL CHANGE
 SPECIAL 

$17.99

(up to 5 qts.)

Lic No. MV 81675

HOURS:
M-F:  9am - 5:30pm
Sat & Sun:  By Appt.

“Ich spreche Deutsch”

To advertise in The River Weekly News
Call 415-7732

Send your
editorial copy to:

press@riverweekly.com



THE RIVER - DECEMBER 23, 2011 25

Solar Solutions
12995 S. Cleveland #235A
Fort Myers, Fl 33919
239-466-8605 • www.FLDayLight.com

SOLAR SOLUTIONS
Celebrating our 10 year anniversary

Solatube’s Are Solatube’s Are 
Perfect For Perfect For 

Dark Kitchens, Dark Kitchens, 
Bathrooms And Bathrooms And 
Living RoomsLiving Rooms

$525 
10 Watt Fan 

or 10” Solatube 
Installed 

(Shingle roof only)•  New Solar Powered 
Attic Fan

•  Helps Lower
Electric Bill

•  10, 20, 25 & 
40 Watt 
Avail.

Arrest Of Chicago Bears’ Sam Hurd 
On Major Drug-Dealing Charges 
Reverberates Through Sports World

by Ed Frank

We’ve become complacent over what seems like the 
daily disclosures of criminal acts by athletes – spousal 
abuse, drugs, drunken driving, weapon charges – the 

list goes on and on. 
But the arrest last week of Chicago Bears wide receiver 

Sam Hurd on charges of heading a major drug dealing opera-
tion sent shockwaves through the world of sports. 

Here is a talented 26-year-old professional athlete, a hus-
band and a father, making $2 million a year on the football 
field, who allegedly needed five to 10 kilograms of cocaine and 
1,000 pounds of marijuana a week to supply his customers. 

These amounts represent a street value of a staggering $700,000.
What is extremely puzzling about this tainted episode is the fact that just two 

days before the Bears signed Hurd to a $4.15 million, three-year deal in July, 
Dallas police stopped an associate of Hurd’s driving a car registered to Hurd in 
which they found $80,000 in cash and a marijuana plant. That is when an under-
cover investigation of Hurd reportedly began.

Were the Bears negligent in background checks on this athlete? And how did 
they not know he was under federal investigation during the four months he played 
for the team? These questions, and dozens more, have been raised since the story 
broke.

Hurd was arrested last week in a sting operation outside an upscale Chicago 
steakhouse, where he had met with what he thought were drug dealers. During 
that meeting, he told an undercover agent that he and a partner already distributed 
about four kilograms of cocaine each week in the Chicago area, but that their sup-
plier wasn’t able to meet their needs. This information was contained in the crimi-
nal complaint against Hurd.

When the dinner ended, the informant handed Hurd a bag supposedly with one 
kilogram of cocaine, according to the charges. He was then arrested as he entered 
his car with the substance.

Hurd has since been released after posting a $100,000 cash bond and is to 
appear for arraignment in Dallas where federal charges have been filed that could 
result of up to 40 years in prison if convicted.

He also has been cut by the Bears.
This obviously is not a minor scuffle with the law as he has been labeled by the 

feds as a major drug dealer.
Two days after Hurd’s arrest, Bears’ general manager Jerry Angelo defended the 

organization, saying they conducted a thorough background investigation of Hurd 
before signing him to the multi-million dollar deal.

“I can tell you that we did everything we know to do in terms of our research, 
and there was nothing that we found that would create a flag or an alert or a real 
concern in Sam Hurd’s case,” Angelo was quoted. 

He also said they did, “everything we know to do in terms of our research.” 
Obviously, they need to know more of what to do when it comes to background 

checks on their players.
And you can bet that every other professional organization will do the same.

Inline Roller Hockey For Youth

Beginning on Monday, January 9, Bay Oaks Recreation Center will be offering 
an introductory Inline Roller Hockey class for kids between the ages of 7 and 
13. The program will introduce the participants to the sport of hockey.  

Classes will be 60 minutes long, with 20 minutes of skating skills, 20 minutes of 
stick and balls skills and 20 minutes of fun games and scrimmages. Skills taught will 
include forward stride, backward stride, starting and stopping, balance, transitions, piv-
oting, turning, edgework, proper use of a hockey stick, stick handling of a hockey ball, 
passing, receiving and shooting. 

The cost per class is $10 for non-members and $8 for members. Bay Oaks 
Recreation Center is located at 2731 Oak Street in Fort Myers Beach. 

For information, call 765-4222.

Senior Cycle/Flexibility/Toning Class

Bay Oaks will now be offering a combination class of Spinning (cycling), 
Flexibility Coordination and Toning Segments designed for seniors. Each class 
participants will warm up to a 15-minute cycle ride to music followed by a 

Silver Sneakers class consisting of flexibility coordination and toning segments. The 
goals of this class will be to keep participants flexible, improve their health and cir-
culation and to socialize and have fun.

The class is held every Friday at 10 a.m. at Bay Oaks Recreation Center, located 
at 2731 Oak Street in Fort Myers Beach. Cost is $6 for members and $8 for non-
members. 

For information, call 765-4222.

New ‘Tai Chair’ Senior Yoga Class

Seniors who like beginner’s yoga stretches, basic tai chi movement while improv-
ing muscle tone and balance will enjoy attending a “Tai Chair” class. The 
30-minute session includes using a chair for most exercises. The class will be 

instructed by Jack Barone. 
This senior exercise class will cost $6 for members of Bay Oaks and $8 for non-

members. The class is held every Thursday at 10 a.m. at Bay Oaks Recreation 
Center, located at 2731 Oak Street in Fort Myers Beach.

For information, call 765-4222.

JA Brings Back 
Bowl-A-Thon 

Junior Achievement of Southwest 
Florida (JASWFL) is bringing back 
the JA Bowl-A-Thon after an eight-

year absence. The events will take place 
in Lee County on Saturday, January 28 
at Gator Lanes from 1 to 3 p.m. and in 
Collier County on Saturday, February 
4 from 1 to 3 p.m. at Bowland Beacon 
Lanes.

This is a great team building event for 
associates of a company or for a team of 
family and friends that enjoy bowling for 
a charity such as Junior Achievement. 
Each team is comprised of six team 
members, including the team captain, 
with the goal of raising pledges of $600+ 
per team. This breaks down to $100 per 
team member. Team members raise funds 
by asking co-workers, friends and fam-
ily for small donations of $10, $5 or $1 

increments until they raise the full pledge 
amount. All donations are tax deduct-
ible and all proceeds will stay here in 
Southwest Florida to benefit the students 
local schools.

JASWFL is currently recruiting team 
captains to lead their teams. If you or 
someone within your company would 
like to be a team captain, call Junior 
Achievement of Southwest Florida at 
225-2590 or contact M J Scarpelli at 
mjscarpelli@jaswfl.org.

If you would like to become more 
involved with Junior Achievement and 
increase your company’s involvement as 
well, this is a wonderful opportunity to 
give back, have fun and build camaraderie 
amongst your co-workers, with only a few 
hours dedicated on a Saturday afternoon. 

For more information about Junior 
Achievement of Southwest Florida, go to 
www.JASWFL.org.

Email your editorial copy to: 
press@riverweekly.com
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Scholarship 
Applications 
Available Now

The Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation’s scholarship appli-
cation process for the 2012 

school year began on December 22. 
Approximately $400,000 in scholar-
ships are available including scholarships 
for local high school, undergraduate and 
graduate students from of Lee, Charlotte, 
Glades, Hendry and Collier counties. 

The E-Apply online scholarship appli-
cation tool can be accessed through the 
community foundation’s website at www.
floridacommunity.com/scholarships. For 
the second year, students interested in 
applying for a community foundation 
scholarship will now be able to access an 
application online. Students can review 
the scholarships available online as well as 
a tutorial about how to create and submit 
the online application.

Students can apply for multiple schol-
arships and have the ability to upload 
transcripts, SAT/ACT scores, letters of 
recommendation and financial documen-
tation (if required). For need-based schol-
arships, students are required to submit 
the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid form. The deadline for applications is 
March 1.

“We have scholarships for vocational 
students, not just for attendance at colleg-
es and universities,” said Anne Douglas, 

director of programs for the Southwest 
Florida Community Foundation. “In the 
past we have had some scholarships that 
were not awarded because students did 
not apply for them, so we are trying to 
do our best to educate local students on 
the various types of funding available.” 

According to Douglas, examples of 
some of the more unique scholarships not 
as highly sought after include scholarships 
for technical schools, students with dis-
abilities, fine or performing arts majors, 
photography studies, returning students 
and those wishing to pursue teaching and 
healthcare professions.  

The James Bilder Scholarship was 
established to fund tuition for high school 
students pursuing higher education in Lee 
County, with preference given to students 
attending vocational/technical schools. 

The Anne Fassett Scholarship was 
established to fund post high school 
educational opportunities at the college, 
community college or technical school 
level for high school, undergraduate and 
graduate students from Southwest Florida 
with a physical disability who use a wheel-
chair.

The George E. Judd Scholarship funds 
tuition for graduating Lee County seniors 
pursuing higher education in fine or per-
forming arts.

The Bruce T. Gora Scholarship funds 
a scholarship for a high school senior or 
a student currently enrolled at an accred-
ited college, university or technical school 
in Florida to pursue a fine arts major 
focusing in photography.

There are also scholarships for those 
returning to school. The Chip Johnson 
Memorial Scholarship was established to 
fund scholarships for students who have 
completed 60 hours of college and attend 
one of the local colleges or universities, 
including Barry University, Edison State 
College, Florida Gulf Coast University, 
Hodges University or Nova Southeastern 
University. This scholarship was estab-
lished in 1991 in memory of Chip 
Johnson who died of cancer at age 44. 
Chip’s father Dr. Franklyn A. Johnson 
said he wanted to leave a legacy for his 
son who was an Army veteran serving 
overseas during the Vietnam War.  

The John and Madeleine Taeni 
Scholarship was established in November 
2002 by Madeleine Taeni for students 
who graduated from high school at least 
two years ago and are now pursuing 
degrees in teaching, nursing, paramedic 
training or emergency medical technician 
training. 

There are even scholarships for stu-
dents from specific communities served 
by the community foundation. The Love 
of Bonita Empowerment Scholarship 
funds tuition, books and/or course fees 
for individuals residing in Bonita Springs 
who have been out of school for at least 
two years or who have received their 
G.E.D.

Once again the community founda-
tion chose the month of December as the 
scholarship launch date after receiving 
numerous calls from students who wanted 
to be able to work on scholarship applica-

tion submissions during winter break. In 
2011, $404,000 in scholarships were 
awarded by the community foundation. 

With the streamlined online applica-
tion process, students are no longer 
required to submit paper applications for 
the scholarships that are available via the 
website.

The Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation is celebrating its 35th year 
of supporting the communities of Lee, 
Charlotte, Glades, Hendry and Collier 
counties. With assets of more than $60 
million, the community foundation has 
provided more than $49 million in grants 
and scholarships to the communities it 
serves.

For more information, call 239-274-
5900 or visit www.floridacommunity.
com.

School Smart
by Shelley M. 
Greggs, NCSP

Dear 
Shelley,

My 
daughter is in eighth 
grade and has not 
been doing very 
well in her writing. 
She just writes her 
essays and papers 
quickly and hands 

them in. I think she should be spending 
more time on writing. How can I help 
her?

Maureen B. Fort Myers, Florida
Maureen,
Becoming a good writer takes lots of 

time and is a lengthy and on going pro-
cess. Perhaps your daughter does not feel 
secure in her ability to write and just puts 
anything down to get her assignment 
completed. There is a set of writing skills 
that she should have that will provide a 
strong foundation for writing.

Drs. Steve Graham and Dolores Perin, 
in their report Writing Next, identified 
“Eleven Elements of Effective Adolescent 
Writing Instruction” found to be effective 
for helping adolescent students learn to 
write well and to use writing as a tool 
for learning. Most of the strategies they 
identified are more applicable to the class-
room but I have listed several below that 
you could work on at home. 

The most common challenge for 
middle school writers is choosing a topic. 

Pre-writing, a part of the general writing 
process is a very useful skill that can be 
easily established and practiced both at 
school and at home and helps students 
learn how develop a writing topic. Pre-
writing activities help develop and trans-
form an idea into a successful essay or 
paper. Mind mapping is one pre-writing 
strategy that will help students with topic 
selection and outlining.

The purpose of mind mapping is to 
explore related information and topic 
ideas. A mind map is a drawing used to 
represent key words and ideas. A mind 
map diagram can be similar to a group 
of word clouds or a tree with branches 
of words. Students can draw either 
form with one word in the center. Each 
adjoining cloud or tree branch should 
then include a word that is related to the 
key word. From this drawing, students 
can choose one or the main words as a 
topic and then build an outline from their 
clouds or branches to develop their writ-
ing project.

Summarization, or being able to 
condense the main points of a text or 
program is a very valuable skill. This is 
important for clear and concise writing 
and can be easily practiced orally. Have 
your daughter practice summarization by 
condensing familiar stories, a movie or 
TV show and then have her tell you an 
oral summary of it.

By middle school all students should 
be competent with Word Processing, on 
computer. Most students will have already 
taken a class at school to learn this skill 
but if they still need some help there are

continued on page 27

FGCU Student Receives Scholarship

The President’s Scholarship Luncheon was held in December at the Ritz-
Carlton in Naples. The AAUW (American Association of University Women) 
was represented by Ellen Schneider, president, and Cathy Tucker, scholarship 

Chair. 
This year’s scholarship recipient was Shannon Caleffe. She attended FGCU and 

is majoring in Social Services. Shannon is also interning with the Salvation Army and 
hopes to continue with her education to earn her master’s degree. She hopes one day 
to work with the United Nations.

This is Caleffe’s second scholarship award with AAUW. Shannon is a graduate of 
Estero High School.

Cathy Tucker, Shannon Caleffe and Ellen Schneider
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School Smart 
many programs that can be downloaded 
and used at home for practice. Word 
processing programs have many sup-
ports built in to them to help with writing 
including a dictionary, thesaurus, spelling 
and grammar checker and many more. 
Students should get into the habit of 
using these supports for all their work.

To be a good writer, students must 
become proficient with the overall writing 
process. This involves specific formats for 
planning, revising, and editing composi-

tions. Ask your daughter’s teacher about 
the writing strategies she uses in the class-
room and then discuss them with your 
daughter and help her to use them.

Ms. Greggs is adjunct faculty at 
Edison State College where she teaches 
psychology and education courses. 
She is also Nationally Certified School 
Psychologist and consultant for School 
Consultation Services, a private educa-
tional consulting company. Questions 
for publication may be addressed to 
smgreggs@gmail.com. Not all questions 
submitted can be addressed through 
this publication.

Financial Focus

How To Cope 
With The ‘Threat’ 
Of Longevity 

by Jennifer Basey

You can’t pre-
dict how long 
you’ll live. 

Nonetheless, you 
still need to con-
sider longevity as a 
key factor in creat-
ing, and following, 
a long-term invest-
ment strategy.

And your pro-
jected lifespan may be longer than you 
had thought. Men who turned 65 in 
2010 can expect to live another 18.6 
years, while women who reached 65 
that same year can anticipate another 
20.7 years, according to the 2011 Social 
Security Trustees Report. And these fig-
ures are just averages; depending on your 
health and family history of longevity, 
you could well spend two, or even three, 
decades in retirement.

Possibly because people are now 
realizing they may have to support 
themselves for far longer than earlier 
generations did, they seem to be growing 
increasingly concerned about running out 
of money in their later years. In fact, in a 
poll of people ages 44 to 75, sponsored 
by Allianz Life Insurance, 61 percent said 
they fear depleting their assets more than 
they fear dying. 

So, if you’re concerned about outliving 
your resources – or if you think that you 

may become one of those people – what 
steps should you take, both now and 
during your retirement? Here are a few 
ideas:

• Keep investing. Put away as much 
money as you can afford for your retire-
ment. Take advantage of tax-deferred 
accounts, such as your 401(k) and tradi-
tional IRA, or tax-free accounts, such as 
a Roth IRA. (Roth IRA earnings are tax-
free provided you’ve had your account at 
least five years and you don’t start taking 
withdrawals until you’re at least 59½.) 
And keep investing, year in and year out, 
despite the inevitable market volatility 
you’ll encounter along the way. 

• Re-assess your retirement age. If 
you enjoy your work, you might consider 
staying at your job a few years later than 
originally intended. Those extra years of 
income, not to mention extra contribu-
tions to your 401(k) and potentially bigger 
Social Security payouts, can make a big 
difference to your retirement lifestyle. 

• Delay taking Social Security. As 
the laws now stand, you can start taking 
Social Security as young as 62, but your 
monthly checks will be bigger when you 
reach your “full” retirement age. You’ll 
get your biggest monthly Social Security 
checks if you wait until age 70, when 
they “max out,” but many people feel 
that waiting that long may not be worth 
it, when weighing the lost years of any 
payments against the unknown variable 
of life expectancy. 

• Calculate your “withdrawal rate.” 
Once you retire, it’s essential that you 
know how much can withdraw each 
year from your investments without run-
ning out of money. Your withdrawal rate 
depends on a variety of factors, including 
your age, size of portfolio, risk toler-

ance and retirement lifestyle. A financial 
professional can help you calculate your 
initial withdrawal rate and adjust it as time 
goes on.

The possibility of outliving your 
resources is not a pleasant thought. But 
by taking the steps described above, as 

well as others, you can go a long way 
toward taking the fear out of longevity, 
leaving you free to fully enjoy an active 
retirement.

Jennifer Basey is a financial advisor 
in Fort Myers. She can be reached at 
jennifer.basey@edwardjones.com.

1101 Periwinkle Way #105, Sanibel, FL
239-472-0044
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Franceschini Promoted To Director 
Of Procurement Management

Bob Franceschini has been pro-
moted to director of the Lee 
County Division of Procurement 

Management after serving as interim 
director for several months. He began his 
career with Lee County 22 years ago as a 
purchasing agent and became purchasing 
manager 10 years ago. 

Franceschini is a certified purchas-
ing manager, certified professional public 
buyer, Florida certified purchasing man-
ager and Florida certified negotiator. He 
oversees 11 professionals in procurement 
management’s purchasing and contracts 
sections.

Bob Franceschini
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deaRPharmacist

‘Tis The Season
To Be Healthy

by Suzy Cohen, RPh

Dear 
Pharmacist:

The cold 
weather is upon 
us and I’m wor-
ried about cold and 
flu. What are some 
simple steps to keep 
my immune system 
healthy?

LF, Alexandria, Virginia
Preventing the spread of germs is job 

one. If you feel any symptoms of a cold, 
please stay home and delegate your 
errands to a friend or relative. Also, 
consider the other individuals around 
you, such as your husband or child, who 
could potentially fall ill before making 
close contact with sick people. Being 
mindful of this could have lasting ben-
efits if you consider the fact that their 
cold could turn into pneumonia should 
they have a weak immune system. 

If you have to cough or sneeze, 
please do so into the crook of your 
elbow. Wash your hands with soap and 
water frequently for 30 seconds. While 
shopping for bargains at the mall, or 
waiting in airport security lines, or any-
where for that matter, keep your hands 
away from your eyes, nose and mouth. 
I’ll tell you to make sure your kids do 

the same, but I know they put their little 
fingers in all the wrong places, so I also 
recommend keeping antibacterial lotion 
or wipes handy.

With that, here are some of my top 
vitamin recommendations to help sup-
port immunity:

Probiotics – These are beneficial 
bacteria that naturally help maintain 
immune system wellness. They also aid 
in proper digestion.

Vitamin C – The humans body 
doesn’t make vitamin C, so it’s impor-
tant we get it from other sources such 
as supplements, citrus fruits, or vegeta-
bles including bell peppers. It’s a strong 
antioxidant that does ‘housekeeping’ on 
your cells and helps support the immune 
system. 

Vitamin D – Getting your Vitamin 
D from sunlight isn’t always reliable, 
especially if you use sun block to protect 
your skin or live in a state with a long 
winter. Most people don’t realize that 
Vitamin D is mostly obtained from forti-
fied foods. A Vitamin D supplement 
can provide added support, try 1,000 
- 5,000 IU but ask your doctor to make 
sure. You want the bio-active form, 
“vitamin D3” and high-quality supple-
ments say that on the label. 

Zinc – This mineral is a strong anti-
oxidant best known for supporting 
prostate health, but it also happens to 
neutralize free radicals; it may affect the 
duration of a cold. 

Elderberry extract – This herb has 
been revered for centuries and is best 
known for its anti-viral effects. Two 

separate studies have found that it can 
inhibit influenza if taken during the first 
48 hours of symptoms.

Echinacea – Related to daisies, this 
herbal supplement is thought to rev up 
the immune system thereby lowering 
risk of infection. Recommended dosage 
is usually in cycles, not every single day. 

When choosing dietary supplements, 
seek out brands that are committed 
to science-based protocols for product 
development and testing. Be sure to ask 
your health care professional or phar-
macist what supplements are best for 
you, especially if you take medications. 

This information is not intended 
to treat, cure or diagnose your condi-
tion. Suzy Cohen is the author of The 
24-Hour Pharmacist and is a registered 
pharmacist. To contact her, visit www.
dearpharmacist.com.

Long Term Care 
Support Group

A support group specifically for fam-
ilies of nursing home and assisted 
living facility residents will meet 

on Tuesday, January 17 at 10 a.m. at 
the Dubin Alzheimer’s Resource Center, 
located at 10051 McGregor Blvd., Suite 
101 in Fort Myers.  

The focus of this support group meet-
ing is issues, concerns, and questions 
families face as they cope with placing a 
loved one in a long-term care facility. The 
group is open to all interested families of

continued on page 30

Dr. Dave

Idea Source 
by Dr. Dave Hepburn

Editor: “Dr. 
Dave, when 
and where in 

heaven’s name do 
you get your ideas 
from?”

“I get my best-
est ideas from two 
places, primarily. 
Seldom do I feel 
creative when I’m 
working at a com-
puter. But when I’m 

working out on my elliptical machine, 
ideas come like cold sores on a wedding 
day. I also tend to get a lot of Pulitzer 
moments when I am soaking in a bubble 
bath, with the jets blowing Strawberry 
Shortcake’s Sweet Berry Bubbles all 
around me, while Leo, my intimidat-
ing 12-pound dog, shields me from the 
paparazzi. (Whatever you do EDITOR, do 
not print that. I mean I wouldn’t mind if 
you printed that when my wife massages 
my feet for 45 minutes I have an urge 
to send her to the spa of her choice, but 
mention the bubble bath thing and, editor 
or not, I will hunt you down.) 

Though some folks likely think I work 
out to maintain my schoolgirl figure... 
no... I work out to generate thinking 
thoughts to think about in the thought 
area of my thinker. Turns out there is 
some science involved.

After birth (best not read together as a 
noun), our brains start to lose nerve cells, 
a process that continues as we age to 
the point where we consider marrying a 
Kardashian. But the neural stem cells that 
do remain are very active in the younger, 
totally awesome portion of our species, 
active meaning that these stem cells are 
busy proliferating and making new brain 
cells all the time. This, of course, is why 
kids so often ignore us. They can’t hear 
for all the racket them stem cells are mak-
ing.

But as we get older, these nerve stem 
cells (though actually not much less in 
number than when we were younger) 
pack up, buy Bermuda shorts, behemoth 
sunglasses and a Winnebago and head to 
Pompano Beach. They persist in a long 
state of dormancy, known in scientific 
circles as Torontus mapleleafus. But they 
can be reactivated! How, you asked? 
Either through exercise or by actually 
having a seizure. Your choice. Of course, 
should you happen to exercise so hard 
that you have a seizure, your brain will 
likely produce so many cells that your 
head will expand and pop off, as expand-
ing heads are wont to do. Most of these 
newly formed nerve cells hang out in 
the hippocampus, an area of the brain 
responsible for memory and learning. 
This means, in fact, that we can exercise 
ourselves into learning new tricks right 
into old age.

My friend June, had been very physi-
cally active all of her 70 years. She had 
always wanted to play piano but never 
did. On her 70th birthday, her delightfully 

devious husband, David, snuck a piano 
– yes, snuck it – into their living room 
as she slept downstairs, likely having 
been drugged by him. Almost every day 
since, she’s played for 45 minutes. Ten 
years later, now in her 80’s, June, at our 
behest played some of her Grade 8 con-
servatory music like David Foster on Red 
Bull. She had honed, carved, sculpted the 
new nerve cells, courtesy of all her exer-
cising, and now could entertain us and 
annoy her neighbours at the same time. 
David’s head would nod with the beat, 
even when he was awake. 

Our neuronal stem cells do not disap-
pear with age but are kept in reserve. It is 
up to us to call them out of the reserves 
into active duty. The precise factors that 
influence the reactivation of dormant 
stem cells are not entirely clear and 
may involve everything from exercising 
to singing the blues to blueberries, and 
even tossing in an occasional seizure to 
impress the dog. But our dormant brain 
cells can, indeed, be stimulated to divide 
again. You can compare them to bubbles 
in a bubble bath. They start off doing very 
little until you turn the jets on, at which 
time they rapidly proliferate, enveloping 
your entire body whilst entertaining you, 
your dog and Rubby the Duck at the 
same time. (Actually, EDITOR, best not 
print that last sentence... please.)

Like the column? You’ll LOVE 
the book The Doctor is In(sane), avail-
able at Sanibel Island Books & Gifts. 
Contact Dr. Dave or read more at www.
wisequacks.org.

Mom And Me 

by Lizzie and Pryce

Lizzie and Pryce answer your ques-
tions and give advice about aging 
concerns from a two-generational 

perspective. A mother and daughter 
team, Lizzie is a retired RN and health 
educator, and Pryce is a licensed psy-
chotherapist in private practice who 
specializes in the care of elders and 
people with chronic illnesses. 

Dear Mom & Me,
I am in a canasta group with 20 other 

women. We meet weekly in one anoth-
er’s homes.

We have all retired to this historic 
town from all different parts of the coun-
try.

One of our member’s husbands was 
an admiral with the U.S. Navy, and they 
have a dog that is very much a part of 
their lives. Every time we go to their 
home, the admiral is constantly saying, 
“Does the admiral’s doggie want his 
lunch?” or “Does the admiral’s doggie 
want to go out for a walk?” or “I think 
the admiral’s doggie wants to go out and 
play.”

We are all very aware that he had a 
very successful career, but we are fed up 
with listening to him.

How do you suggest we cope with this 
type of behavior.

Della
Dear Della,
I think the admiral is having a very dif-

ficult time dealing with his loss of status. 
Many very successful people do and some 
succeed and others just cannot adjust to 
being an ordinary person again.

Since you only meet at his home 
about every five months, I would suggest 
that you just put up with it, for his wife’s 
sake. And, be glad you don’t have to live 
with him.

Lizzie
Dear Della,
Most of us with animals have silly ways 

of talking with our animals. 
I am sure if anyone heard how I talk 

to my dog they would conclude that I am,  
well, abnormal. I think the man is just 
talking to his dog. 

Who knows? Maybe referring to the 
dog as the “admiral’s doggie” is an inside 
family joke.

Pryce
Lizzie and Pryce’s e-mail address is 

momandmeaging@hotmail.com.



Dean W. Larson, M.D.

•  Board Certifi ed Eyelid 

Surgeon since 1990

•  Diplomat of Th e American 

Board of Ophthalmology

•  Over 15,000 surgeries 

performed successfully

•  Serving Lee, Charlotte 

& Hendry County 

patients for over 19 years

We are conveniently 
located on the corner of 
Summerlin and Winkler.

Plastic & Reconstructive 

Eyelid Surgery

Eyelid Surgery Center
Fort Myers Offi  ce 
239.481.9995

www.EyelidsOnly.com

WE OFFER
• One-surgeon practice -- you always see the same doctor • No assembly-line surgery - you’re the only one

• Personalized post-operative attention • Specialty-trained nursing staff 
• Catered, accommodating care, tailored to your needs

NO DOCTOR REFERRAL NEEDED

Over 65?
Think eyelid surgery is not aff ordable?

Medicare STILL pays!
Eyelid Quiz

Can you see your eyelids?

Do you have to raise your eyebrows to see more clearly?

Have you hit your head on a cabinet door while open?

Is it diffi  cult to see beside you without turning your head left or right?

Do your eyelids close while you are reading?

When you play tennis, do you have trouble serving?

Do your eyelids feel heavy?

If you answered “yes” to one or more of these questions, you qualify for a FREE, 

no obligation eyelid screening performed by Natasha Larson, COA.

Screening candidates receive a $50 gift certifi cate to your choice of one of 

fi ve Prawnbroker Restaurant Group establishments in Ft. Myers and Sanibel.

Before

Before

After

After

Natasha Larson, COA
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Safety Program 
For Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers

The Alvin A. Dubin Alzheimer’s 
Resource Center is pleased 
to offer a safety program for 

Alzheimer’s caregivers in Lee County. 
The Dubin Alzheimer’s Resource 
Center’s Safety Program was created to 
provide caregivers with tools to imple-
ment an emergency plan to prevent 
crises. 

Each safety program packet includes 
two components: 1) an emergency plan 
kit and 2) an identification bracelet for the 
memory impaired person. 

The emergency plan kit is intended to 
help eliminate the possibility of a crisis sit-
uation if the caregiver of a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder 
requires emergency care. The emergency 
workers who come to rescue the care-
giver may not know a memory impaired 
adult resides in the home, and therefore, 
may leave the person with Alzheimer’s 
alone when they take the caregiver to the 
hospital.

The safety program universal symbol, 
included with the emergency plan kit, is 
designed to alert emergency workers that 
a memory-impaired person resides in the 
home. The symbol hangs on the front 
of the home’s refrigerator. The corre-
sponding packet of forms, which contain 
important emergency contacts and care 
instructions provided by the caregiver, 

are located inside the refrigerator. Once 
a trained emergency worker sees the 
symbol, he or she will automatically know 
to search for an Alzheimer’s client in the 
house and, using the information in the 
refrigerator, take appropriate measures to 
see that care for this person is provided.

The Dubin Alzheimer’s Resource 
Center caring staff works closely with 
local law enforcement and emergency 
workers throughout Lee County to help 
train them on how the safety program 
can assist them when they respond to an 
emergency involving the caregiver of an 
individual with memory loss. 

The safety program packet is pro-
vided at no charge, through grants 
from the Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation, Gulf Harbour Memorial 
Foundation, Lee County Medical Society 
Alliance, and the Cape Coral Community 
Foundation, to caregivers caring for a 
loved one with memory loss in their 
homes in Lee County.

The safety program also stresses the 
importance of having an identification 
bracelet for individuals with memory loss 
to wear at all times. Identification brace-
lets help local law enforcement identify 
individuals who are separated from their 
caregivers and are unable to find their 
way home or even tell someone where 
they live due to memory impairment. 
Each bracelet (or necklace) is engraved 
with the person’s first name or nickname, 
a code number which matches their 
application number, the words “memory-
impaired” and the phone number for the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office. Both the 

Dubin Alzheimer’s Resource Center and 
the Lee County Sheriff’s Office maintain 
records of enrolled persons’ application 
numbers and identifying information. 
Being able to look at a bracelet, make a 
phone call, and escort the lost person to 
his/her home reduces the time memory-
impaired persons are away from their 
homes and saves police departments 
valuable effort. A brochure with an appli-
cation to obtain a bracelet is included in 
each safety program packet. Bracelets are 
provided at no charge by Walgreens.

For more information about the safety 
program, or to find out more about the 
services offered by the Dubin Alzheimer’s 
Resource Center, call 239-437-3007.

From page 28

Long Term Care
nursing home or assisted living residents 
at no charge.

The Alvin A. Dubin Alzheimer’s 
Resource Center, a United Way partner 
agency, provides informational, edu-
cational, and supportive assistance to 
individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and 
related disorders and their caregivers.  

For more information, the Dubin 
Alzheimer’s Resource Center can be con-
tacted at 239-437-3007.

Eden Autism 
Services Adds 
Board Member

Paul A. Belfore has been appointed 
to the advisory board of Eden 
Autism Services. Eden Autism 

Services’ mission is to improve the lives 
of children and adults with autism and 
provide support to their families by 
providing a range of community based 
services to meet specific needs through-
out the lifespan. These services include 
K-12 schools in Fort Myers and Naples, 
clinical services, consultations and com-
munity training, and adult residential, 
vocational training and employment 
services.

Belfore is Senior Vice President and 
Private Banking Manager for Iberia Bank. 
A resident of Southwest Florida since 
2005, Belfore was manager of Fifth 
Third Private Client Group from 2005 
until 2007. He joined TIB Bank in 2008 
where he served as Private Banking 
Manager, Senior Trust Officer and 
Consumer Banking Executive for Florida. 
Belfore is a member of the Ronald 
McDonald Care Mobile Advisory Board 
and volunteers as a youth basketball 
coach at YMCA of the Palms. He has 
a degree in Economics from Allegheny 
College and is a Certified Retirement 
Services professional.

“We are honored and privileged to 
have Paul on our board,” said Susan 
Suarez, Executive Director of Eden 
Autism Services Florida operations. “Not 
only does he excel in his profession but 
also in his community activism.” 

For more information about Eden 
Autism Services, contact Susan Suarez 
at 239-992-4680 ext. 5010 or Eden.
florida@edenautism.org.

Paul A. Belfore

Lewis Named 
New Department 
Head At SWFAS

Kevin B. Lewis, chief executive 
officer of Southwest Florida 
Addiction Services (SWFAS), has 

announced that Steven Hill has been 
appointed director of the Vince Smith 
Center, SWFAS’ residential treatment 
program for teenagers with substance 
use disorders.

In his new role, Hill will be responsible 

for all substance abuse treatment and 
operations at the Vince Smith Center, 
located at 2450 Prince Street in Fort 
Myers. The Vince Smith Center opened 
in 1990 as Lee County’s only residential 
treatment program for teens with drug 
and alcohol abuse problems. Since that 
time, thousands of local young people 
have started on the road to recovery at 
the CARF- accredited center. 

Up to 20 individuals between the ages 
of 13 and 17 live at the Vince Smith 
Center for two to three months while 
participating in treatment for substance 
use disorders. Patients also receive school 
services from the Lee County School 
Board, and families participate in family 
counseling to help them develop a plan 
for recovery.

Hill had been appointed interim direc-
tor of the Vince Smith Center after the 
recent retirement of former Vince Smith 
Center Director Lydia Neal. Prior to join-
ing SWFAS, Hill worked for the Three 
Springs Residential Treatment Center 
of Courtland, Ala., and in clinical posi-
tions with the Huntsville/Madison County 
Mental Health Center and the Decatur 
General West Behavioral Medicine 
Center, both in Alabama, and the 
Mental Health Centers of North Central 
Alabama.

Hill also has experience as a child 
abuse investigator with the Florida 
Department of Children & Families. 

He received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in psychology and his Master 
of Arts degree in community counsel-
ing, both from the University of North 

Alabama. He is a Certified Addictions 
Professional (CAP) and is a certified 
Moral Reconation Therapy Facilitator.

SWFAS is Southwest Florida’s leader 
in the prevention and treatment of sub-
stance use disorders. About 5,000 people 
per year, from ages 9 to 90, start on 
the road to recovery with the nationally-
acclaimed programs of SWFAS. SWFAS 
offers state-of-the-art residential and out-
patient facilities for both adults and ado-
lescents from five locations in Lee County 
and two in Hendry County. 

In addition, SWFAS provides detoxifi-
cation services for adults, prevention pro-
gramming, and an Employee Assistance 
Program for about 60 Southwest Florida 
businesses. All treatment programs are 
evidence-based and accredited by CARF.

For more information about the ado-
lescent residential treatment program at 
SWFAS’ Vince Smith Center, visit www.
swfas.org or call 239-338-2306.

Steven Hill  

Our email address is press@riverweekly.com
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Local Goodwill Wins Award For 
Excellence In Family Strengthening

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida is one of just five Goodwill agencies 
nationwide selected to receive a 2011 Goodwill Family Strengthening Center of 
Excellence Award. The agency is being recognized for its corporate philosophy 

and forward-thinking practices that promote economic self-sufficiency for its employees 
and program participants. 

The Family Strengthening Center of Excellence Awards are sponsored by Goodwill 
Industries International and the Annie E. Casey Foundation. They honor Goodwill 
agencies that incorporate family financial stability strategies into their organization’s 
mission, vision and program offerings.

Since 2001, the Annie E. Casey Foundation has granted more than $1.4 million 
to stimulate the family strengthening initiatives of a total of 41 local Goodwill agencies 
that have received family strengthening awards.

“To be successful at work, everyone needs to be confident that their families are 
healthy and safe and that their home life is stable,” said Jim Gibbons, president and 
CEO of Goodwill Industries International. “For more than 10 years, Goodwill and the 
Anne E. Casey Foundation have been partners in family strengthening, enabling local 
Goodwill agencies to address the unique needs of families by providing career develop-
ment, financial literacy, certification programs, and charter schools for youth with dis-
abilities and other disadvantages.”

In Southwest Florida, Goodwill established a family strengthening team of senior 
managers and front-line staff who were charged with surveying the staff and making 
recommendations for family strengthening initiatives. The agency’s “How’s Life” sur-
vey asked employees about their worries and concerns. Based on this work, Goodwill 
Industries of Southwest Florida has begun offering its employees financial planning 
seminars through a partnership with SunTrust, and will soon partner with a local agen-
cy to provide affordable child care assistance. 

Goodwill also offers family strengthening benefits to its 600-plus Southwest Florida 
employees, including a sick leave pool, succession planning and training programs 
for employees who would like to advance within the organization, and an emergency 
funds assistance program. 

To provide family strengthening initiatives to the Southwest Florida community, 
Goodwill operates nine Job-Link family resource centers, which co-locate a number of 
human service agencies to provide “one-stop shops” for people with disabilities and 
other disadvantages. The agency also operates the Goodwill L.I.F.E. Academy, a Lee 
County Charter School, which serves students with developmental disabilities. The 
school aims for 100 percent of graduates to have jobs or additional vocational training 
opportunities upon graduation. 

Other Goodwill agencies honored with the 2011 Family Strengthening Center of 
Excellence Awards include: Goodwill Industries of Lane and South Coast Counties 
(Eugene, Ore.), Goodwill Industries of Upstate/Midlands South Carolina (Greenville, 
S.C.), Goodwill Industries of San Antonio (Tex), Goodwill Industries of Northwest 
North Carolina (Winston-Salem, N.C.)

All five agencies will be honored in June 2012 during Goodwill’s annual Delegate 
Assembly in Miami.

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. serves Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Hendry 
and Glades counties by providing programs and services that help people with disabili-
ties and other disadvantages become more independent and self-sufficient.

Vocational trainer Ketinna Gadsden works with one of Goodwill’s clients

A trip to the mall to see Santa is 
a special event for families, but 
the holiday hustle and bustle can 

be overwhelming for kids with autism. 
That’s why Noerr Programs at Edison 
Mall in Fort Myers opened The Santa 
Photo Experience early on Wednesday, 
December 14, so children from Eden 
School could enjoy some low-key 
“Sensitive Santa” time.

“A lot of children with autism aren’t 
able to have the experience of visiting 
Santa,” said Cari Pusateri, education coor-
dinator for Eden School in Fort Myers. 
“The lines, the noise and crowds can be 
too much for them to handle. This event 

allows our kids to be able to have a mem-
orable time with Santa in a less stressful 
environment.”

Amanda Berry, manager of The Santa 
Photo Experience at Edison Mall, has 
a daughter with autism so has a unique 
understanding of working with children 
with autism.   

“She was able to get the kids to smile 
and look at the camera, and the Santa 
was especially kind and patient,” said 
Pusateri. “It’s wonderful to see the joy 
that this brings to the children and their 
parents, some of whom thought they’d 
never see their kids on Santa’s knee.”

Eden Autism Services Florida was 

founded in 1996 to address the state’s 
growing need for specialized services for 
children and adults with autism and their 
families. Their mission is to improve the 
lives of children and adults with autism 
and provide support to their families by 
providing a range of community based 
services to meet specific needs throughout 
the lifespan. These services include K-12 
schools in Fort Myers and Naples, clini-
cal services, consultations and community 
training, and adult residential, vocational 
training and employment services. 

For more information, contact Susan 
Suarez at 239-992-4680 ext. 5010 or 
Eden.florida@edenautism.org.

Support Group 
For Adult Children 
Of Alzheimer’s 
Patients

A support group specifically 
for adults who have a parent 
with Alzheimer’s disease or a 

related disorder will meet at the Dubin 
Alzheimer’s Resource Center, located 
at 10051 McGregor Blvd., Suite 101 
in Fort Myers. Interested caregivers can 
attend on Tuesday, January 3 at 6:15 
p.m.

Meetings are held each month on the 
first Tuesday at 6:15 p.m. The meetings 
are sponsored by the Dubin Alzheimer’s 
Resource Center.  

The focus of this support group meet-
ing is issues, concerns and questions adult 
children face as they provide care to a 
parent with memory loss or strive to learn 
more about Alzheimer’s disease. The 
group is open to all interested individuals 
at no charge.

The Alvin A. Dubin Alzheimer’s 
Resource Center, a United Way partner 
agency, provides informational, edu-
cational, and supportive assistance to 
individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and 
related disorders and their caregivers.  

For more information, the Dubin 
Alzheimer’s Resource Center can be con-
tacted at 239-437-3007.

 Santa and Gabe Schmitt

Santa and Dayshaun JohnsonSanta and Cheyenne Muddiman

Edison Mall Hosted Holiday 
Photo Event For Kids With Autism



DID YOU KNOW

PUZZLE ANSWERS

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote the “Little House on the Prairie” book series?
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is the offi cial animal of Oklahoma?
3. HISTORY: By what other name did Southerners refer to the Battle of Bull Run?
4. PERSONALITIES: What was the fi rst name of pirate Captain Kidd?
5. MOVIES: The fi lm “Schindler’s List” won how many Oscars?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the approximate total square mileage of land in Hong 

Kong?
7. TELEVISION: Who played the character of Norm on “Cheers”?
8. INVENTIONS: What did Robert Goddard develop in 1926?
9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How many years did Franklin Roosevelt serve as presi-

dent?
10. LANGUAGE: What common vegetable’s Latin name is Solanum tuberosum?

TRIVIA TEST

1. Laura Ingalls Wilder  2. Buffalo   3. Manassas  4. William  5. Seven  6. 407  7. George Wendt   8. Liquid-fuel 
rocket   9. 12 years, 42 days  10. Potato. 

ANSWERS
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My Stars ★★★
FOR WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2011

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) With the 
new year’s opportunities almost within reach, 
the Arian’s courageous aspects are raring to 
go. And don’t be surprised if a lot of people 
follow the zodiac’s most trusted leader.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Change 
lies ahead for the brave Bovine who is ready 
to shuck off the tried and true to try some-
thing new. But appearances can be deceptive. 
Check it all out before you charge into any-
thing.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) This 
week promises a peek into what the new year 
holds for the Gemini Twins, both in love and 
careers. Family matters continue to be a factor 
in decisions you’re going to be facing.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) As you 
move into the new year, your travel aspects 
grow stronger, and you might find yourself 
making decisions about a destination and 
a traveling companion sooner than you’d 
expected.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The new 
year holds both glitter and gold. This means 
Leos and Leonas should begin getting the 
facts they’ll need to separate the real thing 
from the sham in order to make important 
decisions next year.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A 
good way to start the new year might be to 
arrange for a visit to someone you haven’t 
seen in a long time. You also might want to 
pick up that project you put off a while back. 

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) As 
you contemplate the new year’s potential, you 
might want to talk things over with people 
who are or have been where you want to go. 
Their experience and advice can be helpful.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) 
Someone close to you might feel you have no 
more room for him or her in your life. This 
calls for immediate reassurance of your love 
so you can start the new year on a high note.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) The coming year will bring 
more people into your life. Some situations 
might not work out as well as others. But 
overall, everyone earns something, and that’s 
always a good thing.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 
19) The new year could find you indulging 
in one or more of the hobbies you’ve always 
wanted to take up. And don’t be surprised 
if they ultimately direct you toward a new 

career. 
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 

18) The artistic Aquarian should find more 
opportunities in the new year. You might even 
make some potentially helpful contacts as you 
gather to ring in the year 2012.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The 
new year offers challenges for Pisceans who 
want to make better use of the skills they now 
have and learn new ones. Personal relation-
ships show stronger positive aspects.

BORN THIS WEEK: Although you 
sometimes tend to be a bit judgmental, never-
theless, you are generous and caring and very 
much beloved.

• On Jan. 1, 1876, the first area-wide 
New Year’s Day Mummers’ Parade is held 
in Philadelphia. Mummers’ celebrations in 
America date back to colonial times. Reciting 
doggerel and receiving in return cakes and 
ale, groups of five to 20 people, their faces 
blackened, would march from home to home, 
shouting and discharging firearms into the air. 

• On Dec. 28, 1895, the world’s first com-
mercial movie screening takes place at the 
Grand Cafe in Paris. The film was a series 
of short scenes from everyday French life. 
Admission was charged for the first time.

• On Dec. 27, 1900, prohibitionist Carry 
Nation smashes up the bar at the Carey Hotel 
in Wichita, Kansas, causing several thousand 
dollars in damage and landing in jail. Nation 
became famous for carrying a hatchet and 
wrecking saloons as part of her anti-alcohol 
crusade.

• On Dec. 30, 1922, in post-revolution-
ary Russia, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics is established. In the USSR, all 
levels of government were controlled by the 
Communist Party. Soviet industry was owned 
and managed by the state, and agricultural 
land was divided into state-run collective 
farms.

• On Dec. 31, 1937, Anthony Hopkins 
is born in Port Talbot, Wales. Hopkins is 
known for playing one of the greatest vil-
lains in movie history, the cannibalistic serial 
killer Hannibal Lecter in “The Silence of the 
Lambs” and its two sequels, “Hannibal” and 
“Red Dragon.”

• On Dec. 29, 1940, London suffers its 
most devastating air raid when Germans 
firebomb the city. The next day, a newspaper 
photo of St. Paul’s Cathedral standing undam-
aged amid the smoke and flames seemed to 

symbolize the capital’s unconquerable spirit 
during the Battle of Britain.

• On Dec. 26, 1966, the first day of the 
first Kwanzaa is celebrated in Los Angeles. 
The seven-day holiday is a celebration of 
African-American family, community and 
cultural values, which include unity, self-
determination, collective work and responsi-
bility, economic cooperation, purpose, creativ-
ity and faith

• It was American inventor and business-
man Thomas Alva Edison who made the 
following sage observation: “Opportunity 
is missed by most people because it comes 
dressed in overalls and looks like work.”

• If you’re planning a trip to Peru to ring 
in the new year, you might want to bring 
along some yellow underwear. In that country 
it’s considered lucky to wear it on the first day 
of the new year.

• Another story to add to the file on clue-
less criminals: In 2010, two men in Portland, 
Ore., went to a supermarket and started 
removing price tags from items and filling 
their backpacks with the loot. However, they 
didn’t even make it out of the store with their 
ill-gotten gains. It seems that the would-be 
crooks decided to do their shoplifting during 
a “Shop With a Cop” promotion, and there 
were 60 police officers already in the store 
-- in uniform.

• You may be surprised to learn that the 
Statue of Liberty is not located in New York. 
While it is on Liberty Island in New York 
Harbor, it’s technically within the territorial 
waters of Jersey City, N.J.

• If you’re going to be traveling to 
California anytime soon, you might want to 
keep this in mind: In that state, shooting game 
from a moving vehicle is illegal -- unless the 
animal you’re aiming for is a whale.

• A baseball will travel farther on a hot 
day than on a cold one.

• The oldest bakery yet uncovered was 
found by archaeologists digging in the 
Egyptian city of Giza in 2002. They say that 
the baking trays, bread molds and ovens there 
date back to 2500 B.C., right around the time 
the pyramids were being built.

“Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities. 
Truth isn’t.” -- Mark Twain

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

STRANGE BUT TRUE

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

SPORTS QUIZ
1. Who is the only second baseman in major-league history to post fi ve consecutive 30-homer seasons?
2. Seattle pitcher Felix Hernandez was 24 years old when he reached 1,000 career strikeouts in 2010. 

Name the three younger hurlers to reach 1,000 K’s.
3. In 2010, Indianapolis tied an NFL mark for most consecutive playoff appearances (nine). Who else 

holds the mark?
4. When was the last time before 2011 that the University of Kentucky’s men’s basketball team 

reached the Final Four?
5. In 2010-11, two Vezina Trophy (NHL’s top goaltender) fi nalists (Roberto Luongo, Tim Thomas) met 

in the Stanley Cup Finals. When was the previous time that happened?
6. Dale Earnhardt holds the Sprint Cup record for most wins at Talladega Superspeedway (10). How 

many times has Dale Earnhardt Jr. won there?
7. Combined, tennis players Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic have won 25 of the 

past 26 Grand Slam men’s singles titles. Who is the only other person to win in that span?

1. Dan Uggla (2007-11).  2. Bob Feller (22 years old), Bert Blyleven (23) and Dwight Gooden (23).  3. The 
Dallas Cowboys, 1975-83.  4. It was 1998, when Kentucky won its last championship in men’s basketball.  
5. It was 1989 (Calgary’s Mike Vernon, Montreal’s Patrick Roy).  6. Five times.  7. Juan Martin del Potro won 
the U.S. Open in 2009.

ANSWERS
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Salon & Spa 
Receives Its Own 
Makeover

Shell Point Retirement Community 
offers on-site salon and spa ser-
vices to its residents, as well as the 

general public, in The Salon & Spa at 
Shell Point. They recently completed 
major renovations that have expanded 
their services to meet a greater number 
of clients.

“We are so excited with the recent 
improvement and additions to The 
Salon & Spa at Shell Point,” said Robyn 
Church, salon manager for Shell Point 
Retirement Community. “With the reno-
vations complete, we can now offer more 
services to more people. We have always 
had a full service salon, but now we can 
add new clients while also making sure 
that our current clientele continues to 
receive great service.”

Services that are offered at The Salon 
& Spa at Shell Point include haircuts for 
men and women, hair styling, hair color-
ing, nail care, massage, waxing, facials 
and more. The services in The Salon 
& Spa at Shell Point are the same as 
any full service salon and spa, and base 
pricing for any of the services listed is 
extremely competitive to other salons, 
often offering a savings of up to 25 per-
cent. 

Two new treatment rooms boast 
comfortable, quality equipment in a tran-
quil space. The hair care area has been 

expanded and a free standing shampoo 
station has also been added for additional 
convenience and comfort to customers. 
Additionally, the private pedicure area 
offers a place to relax and unwind while 
being pampered. 

The Salon & Spa at Shell Point ser-
vices are available to the general public, 
and appointments can be made by calling 
239-489-8400.

Homes Needed 

For Dozens Of 
Impounded Cats 

On December 13, Lee County 
Domestic Animal Services 
assisted a local resident with the 

voluntary surrender of 69 cats. LCDAS 
is hoping to adopt the cats into perma-
nent loving homes. 

“With the addition of these 69 felines, 
our shelter is at maximum capacity,” said 
Ria Brown, LCDAS Public Information 
Manager. “We truly need the generosity 
and support of the community to assist us 
in re-homing these felines, especially dur-
ing the holiday season.”

The public is encouraged to come 
to the shelter, located at 5600 Banner 
Drive in Fort Myers, to adopt a feline or 
two and take advantage of the shelter’s 
Home 4 The Holidays adoption promo-
tion now underway through December 
31. Select pets may be adopted for just 
$30 and cats and kittens are two for one. 
Adoption hours are Monday through 
Saturday, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Applications may be submitted online or 
at the shelter.

All adoptions include spay/neuter sur-
gery, age appropriate vaccinations, flea 
treatment, microchip ID, 10-day health 
guarantee, a bag of Science Diet pet food 
and more. Pets available for adoption 
may be viewed at www.LeeLostPets.com. 
The website updates hourly. 

Manicure and pedicure services are avail-
able at the Salon & Spa at Shell Point

The Salon & Spa at Shell Point provids hair-
cuts for men and women

Salon manager Robyn Church and staff celebrate the grand opening of the renovated 
and expanded Salon & Spa at Shell Point

by Max 
Friedersdorf

If you are old 
enough to 
remember Riders 

Of The Purple 
Sage, Randolph 
Scott and Buster 
Crabbe, this book 
is definitely for you.

Riders Of 
The Purple Sage 

was written in 1912 by Zane Grey. I 
recently re-read this classic which holds 
up quite well, capturing the mystery, 
romance and spacious landscapes of the 
American Southwest.

Biographer Stephen J. May has writ-
ten a fascinating life story of Grey, trac-
ing his career as a New York dentist to 
a best-selling western novelist, a classic 
case of breaking away from domineer-
ing parents and following your heart’s 
desire, supported and encouraged by a 
loving spouse, in this case a sweet girl 
named Dolly.

A native of Zanesville, Ohio, named 
for a Revolutionary War ancestor, Zane 
Grey had always wanted to be a writer. 
His father tore up his first manuscript as 
a waste of time, and as a young man his 
walls were papered with rejection slips.

After editors at Harper & Brothers 
unanimously rejected Riders Of The 

Purple Sage, Grey hopped on a train to 
New York and convinced the company 
vice-president to read the manuscript 
himself. Within a week the vice-pres-
ident and his wife had both read the 
book, and gave “fulsome praise.” The 
book burst upon the literary scene in 

1912 and was “gobbled up” by the pub-
lic, becoming an instant and enduring 
western classic.

Although he had never been fur-
ther west than Chicago, Grey had an 
insatiable curiosity about the desert 
and the mountains. He made repeated 
trips to Arizona, New Mexico, Utah 
and Colorado, eventually moving to 
California where by the time he died in 
1939, he had written 89 books, 56 of 
which were western novels.

Grey’s novels are action-packed 
adventures with themes of morality, her-
oism, self sacrifice, honor and chivalry. 
They often involve a beautiful damsel 
in distress; a laconic, slow-talking, fast-
drawing cowboy, and a villain so evil he 
must die.

Grey’s career peaked in the 20’s and 
30’s as Hollywood switched from silent 
films to talkies. More than 100 feature 
films were made from Zane Grey nov-
els. Actors appearing in these westerns 
included William S. Hart, Richard Dix, 
Noah Beery, Sr., Tom Mix, George 
O’Brien, Randolph Scott {Scott came 
west for his health and got his start in 
Zane Grey westerns), Larry “Buster” 
Crabbe, John Wayne and Robert 
Mitchum.

Zane Grey, Romancing The West by 
Stephen J. May. Ohio University Press, 
Athens. Paperback, 180 pages, 15 pho-
tos, 1 map.

Book Review

Zane Grey: Romancing The West

Indispensable 
Advice from Dr. Dave

Get your copy of Dr. Dave’s Book
at Sanibel Island Books and Gifts,

1571 Periwinkle Way
472-5223
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FINANCIAL SERVICES  

THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN YOUR IRA CAN

MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

To learn about the benefi ts of an
Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Jennifer L Basey
Financial Advisor
1952-2 Park Meadows Dr 
Ft Myers, FL 33907 
239-437-5900

License # 0707041
09-00014233 Phone (239) 267-8405

Robert Crawford

DRAPERY CLEANING
WINDOW BLIND CLEANING & REPAIR

We Come To You!
www.theblindrepairshop.com
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CLEARVIEW

CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

DRAPERY/WINDOW BLIND CLEANING & REPAIR IMPACT WINDOWS & DOORS/GLASS

Windows Plus
PGT Windows & Doors
10831 Sunset Plaza Circle, Unit 107
Fort Myers, FL 33908
E-mail: windowsplusllc@earthlink.net

Licensed & Insured
SCC131150832

Phone: 239-267-5858
Fax: 239-267-7855

“SWFL Window and Door Specialist”

Windows
Plus

COSMETICS

MAGGIE BUTCHER

904 Lindgren Blvd.
Sanibel Island, FL 33957
Ph: 239-395-0978 / 317-509-6014
mbutcher@marykay.com
Products: www.marykay.com/mbutcher

Career information available
Gift ideas available

New Product!
Night Restore & Recover Complex

MEDICAL   

McGregor MedicalMcGregor Medical
Family Practice Walk-in ClinicFamily Practice Walk-in Clinic

Bill Fulk, M.D.Bill Fulk, M.D.
239-437-2121239-437-2121

Open Monday – Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm
16731 McGregor Blvd., Ste. 105

Fort Myers, FL 33908
(across from Starz Pizza)
FAA Exams Class 1, 2, & 3

Now welcoming new and former patients
Medicare, BCBS, Aetna, Cigna, & United Health Care

COMPUTERS

My name is 
Lennox (ID # 
408930) and 

I’m a 7-year-old brown 
and while neutered 
male Boxer. I’m a 
good boy and so is my 
Boxer buddy, Shorty. 
We were found by the 
Cape Coral Police but 
our owners didn’t come 
to Lee County Animal 
Services to claim us. 
We sure would love to 
be in a new home by 
Christmas. Whether you 
adopt one or both of us 
we promise to be loyal, 
fun-loving pets and a 
great addition to your 
family.

Our adoption fee is 
$25.

My name is Bridget 
(ID # 519966) and 
I’m a 4-year-old black 
tiger female Domestic 
Short Hair. I’m a very 
affectionate, playful cat. 
My favorite thing to do 
in the whole world is 
to play with toy mice. 
When you are home, I can shower you with attention and when you’re away I can 
entertain myself!

My adoption fee is $30 during December’s Home 4The Holidays Adoption 
Promotion (adopt a second cat or kitten free)

For information about this week’s pets, call 533-7387 (LEE-PETS) or log on 
to Animal Services’ website at www.LeeLostPets.com. When calling, refer to the 
animal’s ID number. The website updates every hour so you will be able to see if 
these or any other pets are still available. 

The shelter is open for adoptions from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. The shelter is located at 5600 Banner Drive in Fort Myers, next 

to the Lee County Sheriff’s Office, off Six Mile Cypress Parkway. 
All adoptions include spay/neuter surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, rabies 

vaccination and county license if three months or older, flea treatment, worming, 
heartworm test for dogs six months and over, feline AIDS and leukemia test for 
cats, training DVD, 10-day health guarantee, and a bag of Science Diet pet food. 

The adoption package is valued at $500.

Bridget

Lennox
photos by squaredogphoto.com
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CONSTRUCTION

FROM REMODELING TO NEW CONSTRUCTION
NO JOB TO BIG OR TO SMALL

CC Shutters Sales & Service
All Types of Hurricane Protection Including Impact Windows

From Panels to Remote Roll Downs 

239-691-9002

CGC 150-77-08

VETERINARY SERVICES 

Dr. Mark W. Hullstrung
House Calls for
Dogs and Cats

By Appointment:
(239) 244-1401

VETERINARY SERVICES FOR 
SANIBEL, CAPTIVA & FORT MYERS

BUILDING CONTRACTOR

Helenbrook Homes, Inc.
Licensed & Insured

Certifi ed Building Contractor
CBC026067

Serving Sanibel & Captiva
for the last 25 years

New Homes ● Remodeling ● Framing

Dave Helenbrook
239 / 466-4030  

CONTRACTORS

24/7 Rapid Response Line
239-472-1888
License # CMC056884

Honest Honest ** Reliable  Reliable **  DependableDependable

Light Tackle Sport Fishing 
Tarpon • Snook • Redfi sh & More

   CAPT. MAT   CAPT. MATT T   MIMITCHELLTCHELL

USCG USCG 
Licensed Licensed 
& Insured& Insured

C: (239) 340-8651
www.captmattmitchell.com 

email: captmattmitchell@aol.com

FISHING CHARTER

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING TREE & LAWN CARE

* Jesus Hernandez *J
LAWN CARE  & 
TREE SERVICE

482-7350

12 years serving San-Cap & Ft. Myers

Landscaping • Tree Service • Stump Grinding
Landscape Design • Ponds

Landscape Refurbishing • Pepper Clearing

free Landscape Consultation and Design 
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

www.jesuslawncare.com
EMAIL: jesuslawncare@gmail.com

HOME WATCH

Lekan Selective Home WatchLekan Selective Home Watch
Professional Husband and Wife TeamProfessional Husband and Wife Team

Joseph & MaryJoseph & Mary

239-470-1483239-470-1483
lekan@bellsouth.netlekan@bellsouth.net

PUZZLE ANSWERS

SUDOKU 

SCRAMBLERS 

Have A Safe 
And Happy Holiday 

Season!
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES WANTED

BOATS - CANOES - KAYAKS

WANT TO BUY

COMMERCIAL SPACE
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PROFESSIONAL
CLEANING SERVICES

Residential • Commercial
Interior Windows • Carpet Cleaning

Jennifer Watson
239-810-6293

SR 11/13 N TFN

 Bob Adams

Residential
Renewal
Services

“Handyman”
(Carpentry, maintenance - toilets, faucets, ceiling fans, sliding doors, etc.)

768-0569 or Cell 464-6460
RS 11/14 M TFN
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COMPANION SERVICE 
Sanibel-Captiva Care and Companion Service, 
LLC Medical appointments, general transportation, 
shopping, light meal preparations, and light 
cleaning. Our services are customized to meet 

our clients needs. Call 239-395-3591, or 
for an emergency call 239-472-0556.

SR 10/3 B TFN

HELLE'S CLEANING SERVICES 
Residential Cleaning to Satisfaction
Sanibel & Captiva • 239-565-0471

Sanibel Lic. #11412 Lee Co. Lic. #051047
SR 11/13 B TFN 

DORADO PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
HOME WATCH/CARE 

Full Range of Services ❋ Excellent 
Organizational Skills ❋ Island Resident

❋ Licensed & Insured ❋ 24/7
Call Lisa 239-472-8875

☼RS 10/1 BM TFN

MUSIC INSTRUCTIONS
In piano, saxophone, fl ute.

On Sanibel/Captiva or South Fort Myers.
Qualifi ed, experienced teacher.

Call 239-989-7799
☼RR 10/8 CC TFN

HOUSE CARE
 While you are away by

retired architect, Sanibel resident.
Call 395-1649.
☼RS 11/12 NC TFN

DOCKAGE
Hourly, Daily, Weekly 

and Monthly. 
Captiva Island 472-5800

SR 1/30 B TFN

DOCK YOUR YACHT ON SANIBEL
Prime east end direct access dockage. 

Seawall, electricity, water, parking.
Only minutes to the gulf!

Call: 470-2866
☼RS 12/17 CC TFN

SANIBEL HOME WATCH
Retired Police Captain

Lives on Sanibel
Will Check Your Home Weekly

Very Reasonable Rates
(239) 728-1971
☼NR 9/2 BM TFN

3883 Sanibel Captiva Road, Sanibel, Fl
Phone: 239-472-3644, ext 1

Fax: 239-472-2334
www.crowclinic.org

HELP US PLEASE!!
We need volunteers for:

Clinic emergency patient admissions desk 
and baby animal feeders

Visitor education center greeters and gift 
shop cashiers

 CROW - (239) 472-3644, ext. 231 or 
volunteers@crowclinic.org

☼RS 10/28 NC TFN

TO PLACE AN AD LOG ON: 

IslandSunNews.com

& click on

— Place Classified —

HELP WANTED
Exp. Interior Designer/Decorator

Resume to
Cliff@DecDen.net
☼NS 11/25 CC 12/30

MONINO CONSTRUCTION, INC.
CBC 1257406

Home Maintenance, Drywall, Tile,
Paint, Carpentry.

Call Luis 239-209-3979
Licensed & Insured

☼RR 12/9 CC 12/30

TENNIS LESSONS 
Tennis Lessons $35.

Racquet stringing & regripping;
Pick Up & Delivery (24 Hour Service). 

USPTA certifi ed.
Tony Fittipaldi 239-896-6385.

☼RS 12/9 PC 12/23

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
700 square feet.

Good Periwinkle location.
Call Joe

516-972-2883.
☼NS 12/9 PC 12/30

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
At The Sanibel School
Call Michelle Wesley

239-910-8000
☼RS 12/16 NC 1/6

HELP WANTED
Full time Clinic Assistant at

The Sanibel School, tolls paid.
Call Maureen at 472-1617.

☼NS 12/16 NC 1/6

PART TIME (SEASONAL)
Sanibel Island Liquor Store. Flexible hours. 
Good customer service skills, restaurant/

hospitality industry experience a plus. Call 
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 472-1682

☼NS 12/16 NC 1/6

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Downtown Fort Myers Business for sale. 

Owner moving out of state.
For information, call 239-689-1660. 

$54,000
☼RR 12/16 NC 1/6

MUSICIAN(S) WANTED
Female jazz vocalist looking for a pianist 
or group of musicians to practice with for 

Sunday night gigs!
Please call 518-796-4239.

☼NR 12/23 CC 1/13

CASH PAID FOR MILITARY ITEMS
Cash Paid For Old Military Items.

Medals, Swords, Uniforms, helmets,
old guns, awards & more.

Local Toll Free 1-866-440-3280.
☼RR 12/23 CC 1/13



REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

VACATION RENTAL

ROOMMATE WANTED

RENTAL WANTED

ANNUAL RENTAL

ANNUAL RENTAL

★ ★★ ★  C lass i f ieds  C lass i f ieds ★★  C lass i f ieds  C lass i f ieds ★★   ★★

PROPERTIES AVAILABLE
For a complete list visit our Website

www.remax-oftheislands.com
Call Dustyn Corace, RE/MAX of the Islands

239-472-2311
RS 10/9 B TFN

SCAN CODE

FOR A FREE LIST
OF ALL

ISLAND PROPERTIES
FOR SALE

VISIT
www.FreeSanibelList.com

Pfeifer Realty Group
Sanibel Island, FL

239-472-0004
☼RS 6/17 BM TFN
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WALK TO BEACH
Adorable 2 bedroom 1 bath

1/2 of duplex
East End of Sanibel
Great Monthly rates!

Call Bob 410-913-2234
☼RR 9/16 CC TFN

The River
EMAIL: 

Ads@RiverWeekly.com

NEAR BEACH PRIVATE HOME
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH

3 bedroom, 2 bath Home with heated pool, 
in quiet Sanibel neighborhood. Seasonal 

and monthly rentals. 239-472-0692 or 
www.4sanibel.com.

☼RS 10/14 CC TFN

FOR SALE BY OWNER
2008 MOBILE HOME

AT PERIWINKLE PARK
1 Bed room new queen bed. LR with 

sofa bed, kitchen, refrigerator ice maker, 
dinning area, Bosch washer dryer, 

dishwasher. Trane A/C with Pro 4000 
programmable thermostat. Full tile fl oors. 
Full vinyl deck. Pavers. Oodles of space. 

Hurricane sun & window protection 
fi lm. Home in ex. cond. Much more, too 
numerous to mention. Priced at $83,200. 
Ground rent $5,800/yr. 239-209-1869 or 

Dorisdavenport@hotmail.com.
☼RR 10/28 CC TFN

☼NS 10/28 BM TFN

VISIT:
SanibelOpenHouses.com 

Pfeifer Realty Group
Sanibel Island, FL

239-472-0004

SANIBEL
OPEN HOUSES
POSTED DAILY

SANIBEL APARTMENT FOR RENT
1 bedroom, 1 bath duplex. Washer/dryer; 

modern kitchen includes dishwasher, 
microwave. GREAT location – walk to

shops, bank, restaurants, while on a quiet 
street. $1,025/month includes all utilities 
except elec., tel. & cable. Call 395-8774.

☼RS 11/4 CC TFN

Isabella Rasi
International Real 
Estate Consultant

Isabella Rasi
(239) 246-4716

Email
IsabellaRasi@aol.com

☼RS 12/2 NC 12/23

McGREGOR WOODS

GREAT FAMILY HOME IN
McGREGOR WOODS!
3/3/2...make an offer!

SANIBEL EAST END

Elegant, Sanibel East End 
Canal Front Home with Boat 

Dock. Like New!
ASKING $1,795,000

MATLACHA WATERFRONT

Unique artist’s home in midst 
of art galleries, restaurants & 
fi shing community. $550,000

EAST END RETAIL CENTER

Newly renovated retail 
center with high visability 

on Periwinkle toward 
Lighthouse beach. Great 

business opportunity.
$1,299,000

FOR SALE BY OWNER
Super, well maintained house, great 

neighbors, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
adjacent tennis courts and pool, near 

beach. Negotiable. 239-482-0997
☼NS 12/9 CC 12/30

MARINER POINTE TOWNHOUSE
Unfurnished-ground level; 2 BR 2-1/2 BA;

2 enclosed porches; Bay & Canal views; private 
fi shing pier; boat dockage lease available; 
Cable TV, water, pest control, refuse collection 
all included in annual lease. 239-395-1786

☼RR 12/9 CC 12/30

The River

EMAIL: 

Ads@RiverWeekly.com

ROOMMATE WANTED
2BD/2BA Roommate Wanted
$500 a month and 1/2 utilities,
on Casa Ybel Road, Sanibel.

Call 239-691-3892.
☼RS 12/23 CC 12/23

SANIBEL RENTAL WANTED
Island Family looking for Annual Rental.

Please call 239-738-4309
☼NR 12/23 CC 12/23

LOT FOR RV
Up to 35 ft. in fi ve star resort near
Bunche Beach at Palmetto Palms.

55 and over. No pets.
$600 per month or $3,000 for 6 months

Tel. 239-489-2360
☼NR 12/23 CC 12/30

CLOSE TO SANIBEL & FM BEACH 
2BR/2BA, 2nd fl oor, end unit w/lanai.

Very clean & bright. Pool & tennis. 
No smoking, no pets. $800 per month 

239-851-4921 or 887-0834.
☼RR 12/23 CC 12/30 ANNUAL RENTAL SANIBEL

Charming old Sanibel style
2 BR 1 BA house. Lighthouse end.

Great neighborhood. Beach access. 
Available in January. 252-341-6222

☼NR 12/23 CC 12/30

Condo. 1/1 F. 2nd Floor
$900/mo.

Canal Home, 3/2/den/pool/dock
just off Island
$2,300/mo.

Updated 3/3 piling home,
Tons of storage/Pool/tennis

$2,200/mo.

472-6747
Making Islanders out of ordinary citizens

for over 35 years!

Gulf Beach Properties, Inc.
Paul H. Zimmerman, Broker/Owner

ANNUAL RENTALS
SANIBEL

☼RS 12/23 BM TFN
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SUDOKU
To play Sudoku: 
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 
1 through 9 (the same 
number cannot appear 
more than once in a 
row, column or 3x3 box.) 
There is no guessing 
and no math involved, 
just logic.

answer on page 35

answer on page 35

If you would like your club/organization listed in
 The River Calling Card, phone 415-7732

Emergency...................................................911
Lee County Sheriff’s Offi ce...........................477-1200
Florida Marine Patrol.....................................332-6966
Florida Highway Patrol..................................278-7100
Poison Control....................................1-800-282-3171
HealthPark Medical Center.................1-800-936-5321
Ft. Myers Chamber of Commerce................332-3624
Foundation for Quality Childcare..................425-2685
Ft. Myers Beach Chamber of Commerce............454-7500
Fort Myers Beach Library..............................463-9691
Lakes Regional Library......................................533-4000
Lee County Chamber of Commerce.............931-0931
Post Offi ce...........................................1-800-275-8777
Visitor & Convention Bureau.........................338-3500
ARTS
Alliance for the Arts.......................................939-2787
Arts For ACT Gallery & Studio......................337-5050
Art League Of Fort Myers.............................275-3970
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall..........481-4849
BIG ARTS.....................................................395-0900
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre....................278-4422
Cultural Park Theatre....................................772-5862
Edison Festival of Light..................................334-2999
Florida Repertory Theatre at the Arcade............332-4488
Florida West Arts..........................................948-4427
Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers..........472-0168
Gulf Coast Symphony...................................489-1800
Harmony Chorus, Charles Sutter, Pres..............481-8059
Naples Philharmonic.............................239-597-1111
The Schoolhouse Theater.............................472-6862
S.W. Florida Symphony.................................418-0996
Theatre Conspiracy.......................................936-3239
Young Artists Awards...................................574-9321
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
Angel Flight...................................1-877-4AN-ANGEL
Animal Refuge Center...................................731-3535
American Business Women Association.............357-6755
Audubon of SWFL.........................................339-8046
Audubon Society...........................................472-3156
Caloosahatchee Folk Society.......................321-4620
Cape Coral Stamp Club................................542-9153
duPont Company Retirees ...........................454-1083
Edison Porcelain Artists................................415-2484
Ft Myers UDC Chapter 2614
(United Daughters of the Confederacy ®)....728-3743
Friendship Force Of SW FL..........................561-9164
The Horticulture and Tea Society..................472-8334
Horticultural Society......................................472-6940
Lee County Genealogical Society.................549-9625
Lee Trust for Historic Preservation ...............939-7278
NARFE(National Active & Retired Federal Employ-
ees)............................482-6713
Navy Seabees Veterans of America.............731-1901
Paradise Iowa Club of SWFL........................667-1354
Southwest Florida Fencing Academy............939-1338
Southwest Florida Music Association...........561-2118
Kiwanis Clubs:
Fort Myers Beach.....................765-4254 or 454-8090
Fort Myers Edison.............................................694-1056
Fort Myers South..........................................691-1405
Gateway to the Islands.................................415-3100
Iona-McGregor..............................................482-0869
Lions Clubs:
Fort Myers Beach..........................................463-9738
Fort Myers High Noon...................................466-4228
Estero/South Fort Myers...............................898-1921
Notre Dame Club of Lee County.................. 768-0417
POLO Club of Lee County.............................477-4906
Rotary Club of Fort Myers.............................332-8158
Sanibel-Captiva Orchid Society.....................472-6940
United Way of Lee County.................................433-2000
United Way 211 Helpline (24 hour).......211 or 433-3900
AREA ATTRACTIONS
Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum....................395-2233
Burrough’s Home..........................................337-9505
Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium............275-3435
Edison & Ford Winter Estates.......................334-3614
Fort Myers Skate Park..................................321-7558
Imaginarium Hands-On Museum & Aquarium........321-7420
JN “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge.........472-1100
Koreshan State Historic Site.................239-992-0311
Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Science Center..........765-8101
Skatium............................................................321-7510
Southwest Florida Museum of History.........321-7430
True Tours....................................................945-0405
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AAwAwAwaarrdd winning RC Otter’s Island Eats is a place for the 
wwhhhollee family! Serving the finest seafood dishes, voodoo 

sststeak and chops, creative pasta, and the largest 
vegetarian and kid’s menu anywhere.

Over 100 menu items. Happy hour daily. 
TTTTTaake-out available. Call-ahead seating availabblllleeee...

Play the ring game and listen to the 

island sounds of our talented local musicians.s. 

You ought to eat at Otter’s!
MONDAY - SUNDAY, 8am - 10pm

LoLocacateteeteddd d ininin tttheehehe HHeaeartrt ooff OlOlOldd CaCaptptiviva Villaggee

111150508 Andy Rossee LLLLanananeee, CCCCapaptitiva Island, FL 33399292924444
(2(2(2(239393939)))) 39393939955-5-5-5 1111111111424242424

Fresh gourmet pizza
salads special treats delectable

yogurts and fun gifts

11513 Andy Rosse Lane, 
Captiva Island, FL 33924

239.395.0823

An Island paradise
atmosphere for every 
special occasion.

AAAsidde from offering an eclectic, innovative and contemporaary 
mmemem nnu, the Keylime Bistro boasts a less formal ambience witith an 

g p yg p

uuuunnu cococ mpromising level of cuisine.
y

VVVVoVooVV tted d BeBest Island Dining by the News Press Readers Poll, Firsst Plaacece 
aaaaatatt thehe JJunnior League’s 2002 Taste of the Town, First Place Peoplple’e s 

g y

CCCCCChhoiiccee aat the Chef’s Auction, the Bistro continues 
gg

ttttooot bbe aa popular destination. 
WWWee featture live music daily during lunch 
ananannaaa d dd dinnner with a Sunday Jazz Brunch.

y gy g

Monday - Sunday
8:00am - 10pm
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
& Sunday Jazz Brunch
Late night bar

222222333999..339955.44000000
11111115005055 9 99 AnAnA dydydyy RRRososossese LLLannee,, CCCapapppptitivava IIslslslanandd

Lunchh aand Dinner
Seveenn Daays a Weekk
11:330am - 10:00pm

Enjoy unique annd spicy atmosphere while savoring tthe 
fine Mexican and Southwestern cuisine. To complemennt the 
evening choose frrom an array of imported and domestic 
beers and wines,s, not to mention refreshing margariritas.

Dine inside or out. TaTake out available for thosee on ththe run.

1

In November we will move into the remodeled Arizona Pizza location along 
with a slightly new name, Sunshine Grille. Chef Tao and Chef Migel will 

continue to tempt you with their favorate daily specials. We’ll see you there!

Serving 11:00 am - 10 pm seven days a week.  
Happy hour daily with a special bar menu and Live music  
Reservations accepted. Party rooms for private functions. 

239-489-2233.

8700 Gladiolus Drive.  (Winkler and Gladiolus) 
across the street from Sweet Bay. 

Sunshine Seafood Cafe has 
a new home...Right next door!

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY!
All of our regular menu items available with additional offering of Christmas Favorites

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve 
LunchLunch

11am-4:30pm11am-4:30pm
DinnerDinner

4:30-8pm4:30-8pm

Open Open 
Christmas DayChristmas Day

1-8pm1-8pm
Serving Lunch Serving Lunch 

& Dinner& Dinner

Celebrate New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day with us!Celebrate New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day with us!
THE RIVER - DECEMBER 23, 201140


