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In a tight three-person 
race, incumbent tax collec-
tor Republican Rick Watson 
edged out two challengers to 
claim a four-year term in the 
only countywide office on the 
ballot Tuesday.

On the eastern end of the 
county, in District 2, Republi-
can Bert Boldt secured nearly 
half the votes to win handily 
over Democrat Tamara Allen 
and Mark Nobles, who ran 
without party affiliation. 

B o l d t  s u c -
ceeds retiring 
commissioner 
Cheryl Sand-
e r s ,  w h o 
decided not to 
seek reelection 
after 20 years 

on the job.
In the Apalachicola-area 

District 4 seat, incumbent 
Democrat Joseph “Smokey” 
Parrish defeated Howard 
Wesson, who ran without 
party affiliation.

Watson, a 71-year-old 
St. George Island resident 

Watson elected tax collector

Bert Boldt, right, together with wife Sheryl, receive congratulations 
following Tuesday night’s victory. [ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES ]
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County commissioners 
are hoping three’s a charm 
when they set about next 
week interviewing the five 
candidates who have come 
forward to succeed Curt 
Blair as director of the Tour-
ist Development Council.

A t  a  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g 
Oct. 29, the commission-
ers opened five application 
packets in this third round of 
requests for proposals. The 
first two rounds each had to 
be cancelled and re-bid, after 
commissioners decided there 
were problems with how best 
to apply the rules fairly.

A surprise disclosure at last 
week’s meeting - that the four 
applications in the second 
round had been shared with 
outside parties - threatened 
to derail this third round, but 
after discussing the chal-
lenges, the commissioners 
decided to go ahead with the 
process.

After Blair told commis-
sioners the contents of the 
TDC applications had been 
shared outside of the TDC 
board, Commissioner Wil-
liam Massey asked him who 
was responsible, and Blair 
said the county’s two mayors, 
Carrabelle’s Brenda La Paz 
and Apalachicola’s Van 
Johnson.

“It wasn’t me,” said Com-
missioner Cheryl Sanders, 
who chairs the TDC. “I know 
better, don’t I guys?

County to 
interview 
for TDC 
director

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

Three weeks after Hurri-
cane Michael pummeled the 
Forgotten Coast, the Florida 
Seafood Festival was not 
forgotten.

And all things considered, 
the 55th annual affair was a 
pretty good year.

After dismal weather 
greeted the Friday after-
noon Blessing of the Fleet, 
which featured a crew 
of clergy delivering their 
blessings from the first few 
planks of the Andrus Pier, 
the rest of it ravaged by 
the Oct. 10 storm, the skies 
opened that evening and 
remained sunny the rest of 
the way.

“It went off as normal,” 
said John Solomon, the fes-
tival president. “Amazingly 
we had a normal festival. 
Once the gates opened on 

Friday and the rain sub-
sided, we had a normal 
festival.

“Inside those fences 
people had a chance to 
escape the tragedy sur-
rounding them because 
nobody was thinking about 
it,” he said. “There were 
people from Gulf and Bay 

counties who came up to 
thank us for having the 
festival, that it gave them 
a break, that it was nice to 
have something to do that 
didn’t revolve around the 
hurricane.”

He estimated that the 

‘A chance to escape 
the tragedy’

Maddie Marlow, right, and Tae Dye perform Saturday night [DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES]

Oyster shucking champ Honor Allen focuses on his task.
[DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES]
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First Baptist to 
honor veterans

On Friday Nov. 9 at 
9 a.m., the First Bap-
tist Christian School 
of Apalachicola will be 
giving a special pro-
gram in honor of all 
veterans, those still 
those servings, those 
who have given their 
l i v e s ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e 
POW/MIA soldiers.

The names of those 
who died in our com-
munity for our country 
will be read out loud 
to honor them. All 
veterans, widows of 
v e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e i r 
families and our com-
munity are invited to 
attend this special pro-
gram. The First Baptist 
Church sanctuary is 
located at 46 Ninth 
Street in Apalachicola.

 
District honors 
Friday Veterans Day

On Friday Nov. 9 
at 10 a.m. at Frank-
lin County School, 
the annual Veterans 
Day program will be 
a district-wide event 
to honor all our local 
veterans.

F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y 
kindergarten through 
12th grade students and 
Apalachicola Bay Char-
ter School students will 
come together to bring 
you a heartfelt tribute 
to the service and sac-
rifice of our nation's 
heroes.

Lunch will be pre-
p a r e d  b y  t h e  F C S 
culinary department 
for veterans and their 
families immediately 
following the program.

 
Island to honor 
vets Saturday

T h e  S t .  G e o r g e 
Lighthouse Associa-
tion will be hosting 
the second annual St. 
George Island Vet-
erans Day Ceremony 
this Saturday, Nov. 10 
at 3 p.m. in Lighthouse 
Park. All members of 
the community are 
invited to attend and 
help to honor those 
who have served or are 
serving in our armed 
forces.

 
Farmers Market 
Saturday in Apalach

This Saturday Nov. 
10, it's the Apalachicola 
Farmers Market from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 
fresh produce, home-
made baked goods and 
breads and the spirit 
of community, featur-
ing live knee slapping, 
toe tapping make you 
dance music by local 
musicians. The city's 
finest artisans display 
their furniture, jew-
elry, wood crafts and 
art under the Mill Pond 
Pavilion and the live 
oaks by the working 
harbor of Scipio Creek.
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Special to the Times

Got a book burning in your 
soul? Looking to write the 
next bestseller? Wishing you 
had time and space to put pen 
to paper?

Join NaNoWriMo at the 
Apalachicola Margaret Key 
Library!

“November is NaNoW-
riMo — National  Novel 
Writing Month,” said Jill 
Rourke, library director. 

“The Apalachicola library 
will serve as a base of opera-
tions for anyone wanting to 
get in some serious writing, 
whether it is a work in prog-
ress or taking a new plunge.”

The library conference 
room will be open for writers 
every day in November start-
ing at 4 p.m. 

T h e  l i b r a r y  w i l l  a l s o 
extend hours past closing 
until 7 p.m. for those work-
ing on NaNoWriMo projects. 

Participant sign-up and writ-
ing commitment sheets are 
available at the library desk.

“The idea is to commit to 
a certain number of writ-
ten words by the end of the 
month,” said Rourke. “Find-
ing a quiet space free from 
distractions is a challenge for 
budding authors so it makes 
sense for the library to try to 
create that environment.\

“The average modern 
novel is about 60,000 words. 

Broken up over the month, 
though, it comes out to about 
four or so pages of writing a 
day. 

“Hopefully, by having the 
library open and other writ-
ers available to over some 
assistance and critique, new 
writers will be encouraged to 
take the plunge,” she said.

For more information about 
NaNowriMo, stop by the 
library at 80 12th St or call 
653-8436.

Library to mark NaNoWriMo —  National Novel Writing Month

Special to the Times

H ello Franklin County!
Franklin County 

Public Library – 
Carrabelle Branch is still 
designated as the Disaster 
Relief Center (DRC). The 
hours of operation are Sun-
day - Saturday, 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. The following services 
are represented at the Car-
rabelle Branch Library:

• FEMA (Florida Emer-
gency Management 
Association(DRC) represen-
tatives to help with private 
individual assistance

• SBA (Small Busi-
ness Administration) 

representatives to help small 
businesses and homeowner, 
low interest disaster loans

• Florida Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC)

• DEO (Department 
of Economic Opportu-
nity) re-employment 
assistance/lost wages

• Career Source Mobile 
Unit: Disaster Unem-
ployment Assistance 

The Eastpoint Branch is a 
Registration Intake Center 
(RIC) for Disaster Survivor 
Assistance (DSA) where 
FEMA representatives are 
available, Monday – Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Library services are 

available at both locations. 
The Carrabelle Yoga program 
is temporarily meeting at the 
Carrabelle Senior Center, 
Monday. Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday at 4 p.m.

The Eastpoint Branch has 
returned to the scheduled 
monthly calendar of events. 
Yoga meets each Tuesday at 
3:30 p.m. STEAM for ages 
8-14 will meet Thursdays at 
4 p.m. The monthly Anime 
Club will meet Wednes-
day, Nov. 14 at 4 p.m. and 
the Basics of Better Living 
program is scheduled for 
Friday, Nov. 16 at 1:30 p.m., 
the topic will be No-Bake 
Holiday Desserts. Join us 

for the Writer’s Forum on 
Wednesday, Nov. 21 at 1 p.m.

The Franklin County 
Friends of the Library annual 
meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Eastpoint Branch. 
This is the fifth anniversary 
of the library and every-
one is invited. Cake and 
ice cream will be served. 
The Friends of the Library 
are always looking for new 
members to advocate for 
continued library services.

The Hurricane Michael 
Essay Contest is spon-
sored by Friends of the 
Library and starts Nov. 7 
and runs through Dec. 7. 

The three divisions desig-
nated are Children, Teens, 
and Adults. Details and 
rules are available at both 
branches, on the library 
website and Facebook.

Follow us on Facebook, and 
view the calendar of events 
and online resources on 
the Library website at fcpl.
wildernesscoast.org/ . Con-
tact the Eastpoint branch, 
Monday through Friday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at 670-8151 
and the Carrabelle branch, 
Monday through Friday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday 
10 am. to 2 p.m. at 697-2366. 
See you at the Library!

L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R

Friends’ annual meeting this Wednesday

The myriad papers and 
other materials for cut paper 
collages includes newspa-
pers, magazines, tissue paper, 
wrapping paper, wallpaper 
and different handmade art 
papers, as well as other tex-
tured, colored and interesting 
surfaces such as corrugated 
paper, foil paper and fabrics.

Students in Kindergarten 
through third grade created 
colorful paper collages to 

represent one of many fish 
and/or wading birds that 
live in the Apalachicola Bay. 
The challenge was for stu-
dents to cut shapes without 
using a pencil to outline or 
draw. During the critiquing 
process, students noticed 

many variations of repre-
sentational shapes in student 
compositions.

First grader Mya Barber 
created an underwater scene 
with two fish swimming in 

the seagrass. The young artist 
painted the background with 
liquid starch and dry tem-
pera powder. Then she cut 
multiple shapes, from a vast 
selection of papers, and glued 
them down to create her per-
sonal work of art.

Scan the QR code to hear 
Mya’s artist statement.

S E A H AW K  A R T S

Mya 
Barber
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appointed last year by 
Gov. Rick Scott to fill the 
remainder of the term of 
Jimmy Harris, the previ-
ous tax collector, secured 
34.5 percent of the votes, 
67 more ballots than 
Democrat Teresa Ann 
Martin, 54, of Apalachic-
ola, who gathered 33.2 
percent, or 1,811 votes. In 
a close third was Connie 
Polous, 54, of Eastpoint, 
running without party 
affiliation, who claimed 
1,761 votes, or 32.3 per-
cent of the vote.

“ I  w a s  t h r i l l e d  t o 
death,” said Watson. “I 
always knew it would 
be close and I thought 
Connie and Teresa Ann 
would split the vote.

“It was great. I’m really 
happy about it,” he said.

Watson becomes a 
rare example of a non-
native son to be elected 
to countywide office, 
particularly after being 
appointed by a governor. 
He attributed his win 
to the changes he put in 
place in the office over the 
last year.

“I hope it was because 
they thought I’ve done 
a good job,” he said. “I 
brought services to the 
county that hadn’t been 
offered before, and I did 
it without raising the 
budget or increasing 
staff.”

Watson said on his 
agenda for the upcom-
ing term will be looking 
at ending the in-person 
sale of tax certificates, in 
favor of going to an inter-
net auction. He also said 
he plans to follow up on a 
request from the Tourist 
Development Council to 
have the office collect the 
2 percent bed tax, rather 
than the Florida Depart-
ment of Revenue, which 
now handles that task.

“Tax collectors have 
been aggressive about 
offering additional ser-
vices,” he said.

He said he also will con-
tinue in-service training 
for staffers, as well as the 
popular statewide Kids 
Tag Art program, which 
annually showcases stu-
dent artwork designed as 
vanity tags, and has so far 
brought in over $1 million 
towards art education in 
Florida classrooms.

In county commission 
District 2, Boldt, 73, of 
Alligator Point, gathered 
49.8 percent of the vote, 
winning over Allen, 71, of 
Carrabelle, who gathered 
26.7 percent of the votes, 
and Nobles, 61, of Lanark 
Village, who gained 23.3 
percent.

“I just appreciate the 
voters of our district,” 
he said, following an 
appearance at the Apala-
chicola supervisor of 

elections office with his 
wife, Sheryl. “It gives me 
an opportunity to provide 
a pathway for them into 
county government.

“That’s one of  the 
most important roles 
I’m looking forward to, 
to give them access to 
county government, to 
be a bridge for them into 
county government,” 
said Boldt.

The semi-retired owner 
of an outpatient physical 
therapy private prac-
tice in Tallahassee, who 
lives full-time in Alliga-
tor Point, Boldt waged a 
vigorous campaign, going 
door-to-door, making 
telephone calls and at 
times carrying a 3-foot by 
5-foot sign as he waved at 
the traffic going by.

“It was just to meet 
people that way. I stood 
in front of the IGA and 
the Dollar General in Car-
rabelle and handed out 
my campaign material,” 
he said. “I’m very rela-
tional and emphatic and 
personable with people, 
and I feel that’s going to 
be a real help for county 
government.

“ T h i s  c a m p a i g n  i n 
many ways, sociologi-
cally speaking, has been 
a real ministry,” Boldt 
said. “I’m listening to 
the heartfelt needs of our 
people in our district. I 
have been thrilled to be 
part of that process. I just 
appreciate the confidence 
that the people have in 
me.”

Topping Boldt’s pri-
orities will be health care 
for the county, beginning 
with careful scrutiny of 
the upcoming proposals 

from Sacred Heart and 
Tallahassee Memorial 
to partner with Weems 
Memorial.

“As a physical therapist 
I knew the mother tongue 
language of health care. I 
feel like I can be an asset 
to our county,” he said. 
“The most important 
asset in our county is the 
health of our people. I feel 
this is one of the most 
important contributions 
I can make to the county 
commission.”

In county commission 
District 4, Parrish 57, of 
Apalachicola, gathered 
53.7 percent of the vote, 
or 498 ballots, to edge 
Wesson, 64, of Apala-
chicola, who ran without 
party affiliation, and who 
secured 430 votes.

Parrish said the 68-vote 
margin was not his closest 
race, noting that he won 
by just 29 votes in his first 
bid for the commission 
seat in 2006.

“I don’t know if it was 
the negative ads, I don’t 
know if  people were 
aware of all that I do,” he 
said. “I’m just doing the 
peoples’ work and a lot 
of people aren’t aware of 
that.”

He said that many of 
the attacks concerned 
the actions of the entire 
board, rather than him 
p e r s o n a l l y .  “ I  d o n ’ t 
cast five votes, I only 
cast one,” Parrish said, 
“Those are board issues, 
those are not my issues.

“I don’t know if people 
know the experience I 
have and all the things 
t h a t  I  d o , ”  h e  s a i d . 
“Maybe I need to do a 
better job of informing 

the public of what I’m 
doing every day. But I 
believe when voters elect 
you, they want you to do 
your job, rather than talk 
about it.

“I’m glad the support-
ers turned out to support 
me, and they know what 
I do every day,” Parrish 
said.

He said high on his list 
of priorities for the new 
term will be the estimated 
$45 million in BP monies 
poised to flow into the 
county from various pots 
of money.

“You want to spend 
that money wisely and 
prudently, that’s just 

one issue that needs to be 
worked on,” Parrish said. 
“And trying to generate 
jobs out at the airport. 
Just doing my daily job 
and doing what I think is 
in the best interest of the 
county.”

Voter turnout for the mid-
term election was a robust 
70.8 percent, as 5,510 out of 
the county’s 7,783 voters 
cast ballots. The larg-
est chunk of these, 1,817, 
were cast in early voting 
at the two supervisor of 
elections offices, followed 
by 1,597 voters going to 
the polls on Election Day, 
and another 1,539 people 
voting by mail.

In county voting, voters 
gave 62.7 percent sup-
port for Republican Rick 
Scott, who won the U.S. 
Senate race narrowly 
over incumbent Demo-
crat Bill Nelson, who has 
asked for a recount. They 
also threw 64.6 percent 
support to Republican 
Ron DeSantis, who cap-
tured the governorship 
over Democrat Andrew 
Gillum.

For Congress, Frank-
lin County voters gave 
66.5 percent support for 
incumbent Republican 
Neal Dunn, who cruised 
to victory in the 2nd Dis-
trict over Democrat Bob 
Rackleff.

County voters gave 
6 5  p e r c e n t  s u p p o r t 
for Republican Ashley 
M o o d y ,  w h o  b e s t e d 
Democrat Sean Shaw 
for attorney general, 
and to Republican Matt 
Caldwell, who defeated 
Democrat Nikki Fried, 
They gave Republican 
Jimmy Patronis better 
than 70 percent support 
over Democrat Jeremy 
Ring, in the race for chief 
financial officer, which 
Patronis won.

County voters gave 
David Frank 53.8 per-
c e n t  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e 

non-partisan race for 
circuit judge, which he 
won over Lisa Barclay 
Fountain.

They voted by a nearly 
two-thirds margin to 
retain all the judges who 
appeared on the ballot.

They also gave major-
ity support for all the 
budget amendments on 
the ballot, the strongest 
support of better than 75 
percent going to approve 
Amendment 3, which 
gives citizens the right 
to approve casino gam-
bling, and Amendment 12, 
which expands ethic rules 
for public officials.

They gave better than 
60 percent support, the 
needed threshold for 
passage, to Amendment 
1, which would add to 
the homestead prop-
erty tax exemption, and 
which failed statewide; 
to Amendment 2, which 
extended the 10 percent 
cap on non-homestead 
properties, which passed; 
to Amendment 4, which 
restored voting rights to 
most felons, which passed; 
to Amendment 5, which 
raised the bar for the 
Florida Legislature to pass 
any tax increases, which 
passed; to Amendment 6, 
which expands the scope 
of victims’ rights, which 
passed; to Amendment 7, 
which expands death ben-
efits to first responders’ 
families, which passed; 
and to Amendment 10, 
which limits home rule and 
creates a statewide veter-
ans office, which passed.

Receiving under 60 per-
cent in the county were 
Amendment 9, which 
limits offshore drilling, 
and which passed state-
wide; Amendment 11, 
which eliminates alien 
land laws, and which 
passed; and Amendment 
13, which does way with 
commercial dog racing, 
and which passed.

MIDTERMS
From Page A1

County Commissioner Smokey Parrish watches the seafood festival parade from the 
sidewalk Saturday morning. [ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES ]
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OPINION

“Some may have and some may not
God, I’m thankful for what I’ve got.”

From “Backs Turned Looking Down the 
Path” as performed by Warren Zevon 

A few weeks ago, when the lottery 
reached north of a billion dol-
lars, my husband joked that it 

was time to break down and buy some 
tickets. "Nine hundred and eighty mil-
lion? I can’t be bothered,” he said. "But 
over a billion? Now that's real money."

We laughed, partly because neither 
of us have ever purchased a lottery 
ticket. And partly because the idea of 
being awarded over a billion dollars for 
buying a ticket in a convenience store 
is bizarre. Tantalizing, but bizarre. I 
think I read that our chances of win-
ning the prize with the purchase of one 
ticket were around 200 million to one.

But let’s assume we win! What 
would we do with 630 million extra 
dollars or so, assuming we pocket a 
billion dollars up front and pay the 37 
percent tax rate on our windfall the 
first year? Spend, spend, spend, right? 
And go broke and become unhappy in 
the process? Maybe. Everyone knows 
that lottery winners frequently face 
financial ruin; complicated tax issues, 
spending to beat the band, giveaways 
to family members and friends clamor-
ing for a piece of the pie. All of these 
reasons and many more often contrib-
ute to money problems for winners.

What was startling to me was the 
idea advanced by a Wall Street Jour-
nal article that even neighbors of 
lottery winners are more likely to go 
broke than average people. Why? You 
guessed it: Keeping up with the Jone-
ses broke their budget. Neighbors of 
people who have experienced sudden 
wealth often feel compelled to enhance 
their own lifestyle to keep up with the 
spending occurring next door. We can’t 
help ourselves sometimes. We see new 
cars and boats and toys in the driveway 
next door, and it does something to us.

All of which brings us to an interest-
ing issue which impacts us all: How 
do we compare ourselves to others 
financially? One study asserts that it's 
foolhardy and unprofitable to dwell 
on the financial picture of those much 
wealthier than ourselves. It tends to 
make us envious and depressed. It's 
much healthier to compare ourselves 
with those who have less money than 
we do. Or better yet, if we have to com-
pare our financial situation to someone 
else’s, we might be wise to compare it 
to our own financial picture many years 
ago. This tends to make us understand 
how far we have come, and is also more 
likely to make us grateful for what 
has transpired since our salad days.

Margaret R. McDowell, ChFC, AIF, 
author of the syndicated economic 
column “Arbor Outlook,” is founder 
of Arbor Wealth Management, LLC, 
(850.608.6121 – www.arborwealth.
net), a fiduciary, fee-only, registered 
investment advisory firm near Destin. 
This column should not be considered 
personalized investment advice and 
provides no assurance that any specific 
strategy or investment will be suit-
able or profitable for an investor. 

A R B O R  O U T L O O K

Lottery billions 
and the driveway 

next door

Margaret McDowell B ig Bend Hospice has 
inspired hope for 
patients and families 

for more than 35 years, but the 
compassionate care we pro-
vide is only possible through 
strong community support.

Each day in Franklin County, 
BBH employees, volunteers 
and donors work together to 
provide excellent medical care 
and support to families experi-
encing serious illness and grief. 
These dedicated individuals 
are your friends and neigh-
bors living in Apalachicola, St. 
George Island, Eastpoint, Car-
rabelle, Alligator Point and in 
every community in between.

People like BBH Medical 
Director Dr. Nancy Chorba, 
who has deep ties in Franklin 
County as a longtime physi-
cian, set BBH apart. We are 
your hometown Hospice, 
and we need you. As the 
community relations coor-
dinator, I want BBH to have 
an even greater impact in 
Franklin County, and with 
your help, I know we will.

We are currently seeking 
Advisory Council volunteers. 
I encourage you to apply.

Advisory Council volun-
teers increase awareness of 
the Hospice mission, provide 
input on how to meet the com-
munity’s needs and help make 
important decisions. They 
attend monthly meetings, 

volunteer for special events 
and create partnerships with 
other local organizations.

Advisory Council members 
help make decisions about the 
Patient Special Needs Fund, 
which is available to Hospice 
families experiencing finan-
cial crisis. Most importantly, 
they play a critical role in 
bringing hope to patients 
and families in their darkest 
hours. We work together to 
support services including:

Spiritual care
Music therapy
Bereavement support
The Valor Program, which 

serves veterans at the end of life
Pet Peace of Mind, which 

helps Hospice patients 
care for their pets 

We’re also getting the word 
out about the BBH Transi-
tions program, which serves 
people who are experiencing a 
life-limiting illness but are not 
yet eligible for Hospice care. 

Staff and volunteers provide 
case management, com-
panionship, transportation, 
help with errands, caregiver 
respite and resource referrals.

Many hospice providers 
do not offer this wide array 
of services, but BBH does, 
thanks to generous com-
munity support and the work 
of trained volunteers.

This is an exciting time to 
get involved as we’re cel-
ebrating 35 years of service. 
Care to guess how many 
patients BBH has served 
during that time? More 
than 32,000! Each patient 
received excellent medi-
cal care and so much more, 
thanks to people like you.

I have learned so much 
about Franklin County and 
its people since becoming 
community relations coordi-
nator. BBH is honored to be 
part of this community. Join 
us in the important mission 
of bringing hope to families 
when they need us most.

If you’d like to join the 
Franklin County Advisory 
Council, please contact me 
today to fill out an applica-
tion. Our next meeting is 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
14 at the Red Pirate, 236 
U.S. 98 in Eastpoint.

Kate Davis is the community 
relations coordinator for Big 
Bend. For more information, 
contact her at 850-878-5310 
or catherined@bigbendhos-
pice.org. For more informa-
tion about Big Bend Hospice, 
including Hospice services, 
visit bigbendhospice.org or call 
800-772-5862 to speak to a 
representative 24 hour a day.

G U E S T  C O L U M N

Inspire hope for hospice patients and families

A nyone who surveys the 
massive devastation 
caused by Hurricane 

Michael across a large swath of 
Northwest Florida communi-
ties is shocked by the enormity 
of the damage to thousands 
of families, homes, neighbor-
hoods, businesses, and to life 
itself in this wonderful region 
of our state. It took just a few 
hours for this powerful storm 
to leave behind a twisted trail of 
tragedy that will require many 
years of work to return to nor-
malcy, if that's even possible.

This is a part of Florida 
where very independent people 
take pride in their commit-
ment to the value of an hon-
est day’s labor and being good 
neighbors. Many were already 
working hard to maintain very 
modest lives. I've toured many 
of the damaged communi-
ties and neighborhoods, and I 
know the tremendous loss of 

property, infrastructure, jobs, 
and facilities has become an 
overwhelming problem that 
will hit them especially hard. 
As normal life goes on in the 
rest of Florida, and signifi-
cant progress has been made, 
we cannot afford to sit back 
and think the problem will 
take care of itself. It won’t.

If Hurricane Michael had 
slammed a major urban area 
of Florida, it would remain a 
high-profile top priority issue 
statewide. But portions of the 
Panhandle region that have 
been battered include places 
like Panama City, Bristol, Hos-
ford, Two Egg, Blountstown, 
Wewahitchka, Port St. Joe, 
Altha, Eastpoint, Midway and 
lots of other small towns many 
Floridians have never heard 
of. But we need to keep those 
names and needs top of mind 
– in Florida and nationally.

After Hurricane Andrew 
slammed into southern Miami-
Dade County in late August 
1992, Gov. Lawton Chiles 
and a bipartisan legislature 
convened a special legisla-
tive session in December for 
one purpose: recovery and 
rebuilding from Andrew.

We can’t wait for the 2019 

regular session of the Legisla-
ture to address these needs. So, 
let’s concentrate on assessing 
and then addressing the needs 
– in a special legislative session 
that shows all of Florida and its 
leadership team care about our 
Panhandle and Big Bend region. 
In the special session we will 
have to address critical needs 
that local governments can-
not do. Some of their needs are 
housing, repair/replacement 
of utility infrastructure, the 
significant loss of jobs, the tre-
mendous damage to hospitals, 
and the availability of basic 
necessities like food and water.

I know my friends and col-
leagues in the Florida Legisla-
ture - both House and Senate 
- will embrace the challenge 
of ensuring our heavily dam-
aged region remains a shared 
priority for assistance and 
attention. Along with other 
legislators of this region, from 
Tallahassee westward to Pen-
sacola, I am hopeful we will 
unite in outreach to the leader-
ship to begin planning now for 
how best to help Northwest 
Florida recover in the new 
post-Michael reality. This 

G U E S T  C O L U M N

Hurricane Michael requires special session

City commission did 
the elderly wrong

There’s a verse in the Bible, 
Psalm 105:15, that reads “Do 
not touch my anointed ones; 
do my prophets no harm.”

The city commissioners did the 
elderly people wrong for raising 
the water bills and the light bills, 
for the elderly people and others. 
They just can’t make ends meet 
now and by y’all adding some 
more to their bills, God doesn’t 

like that, when you do His people 
like that. These are His elderly 
people; that’s why Hurricane 
Michael came through here and 
did what he did, to let us come 
together and reason with one 
another and love one another. 
And don’t forget, God is not 
dead. He’s still looking at what 
you all have done. It is wrong for 
you all to borrow that money, 
and we have to pay it back.

I would like to thank FEMA, 
Red Cross, Salvation Army and 

all the churches that had a part 
in feeding and giving grocer-
ies to everybody. I am 78 years 
old and I never seen a hurricane 
in Apalachicola that did it like 
this. We have some praying 
people in Apalachicola, and 
don’t forget Michael has a twin 
brother that might be on the 
way and do a similar job as a 
Category 5 if we don’t be care-
ful, by loving one another and 
treating everybody the same.
Eula Rochelle, Apalachicola

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

How to help 

Advisory Council volunteers 
must be at least 18 years old 
and live or work in Frank-
lin County. They provide 
professional expertise and 
knowledge of the community. 
They are champions for the 
Big Bend Hospice mission and 
provide input on how best to 
serve community members in 
need of Hospice care. 
The next meeting is at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 at the Red 
Pirate, 236 U.S. 98 in Eastpoint. 
For more information, contact 
Kate Davis at 850-878-5310 or 
catherined@bigbendhospice.
org 
 

Kate Davis

Bill Montford

See MONTFORD,  A12
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CHASING SHADOWS

By Mark Curenton 
Special to the Times

In front of the Gibson Inn 
stands a monument to Lt. 
Willoughby Marks, Apala-
chicola’s World War I hero, 
killed less than a month 
before the end of the war in a 
courageous but vain attempt 
to save a wounded comrade. 
Marks left the safety of the 
trench against orders and 
ventured into no-man’s 
land in a vain attempt to 
rescue Lt. George M. Hollis-
ter, where he met his death.

As tragic as Marks’s death 
seems, there was another 
battlefield casualty dur-
ing the conflict that was 
even more unnecessary. On 
Nov. 11, just hours before 
the guns fell silent at 11 a.m. 
that morning, Pvt. Cornelius 
Rizer was killed assaulting a 
German position east of the 
Moselle River in France.

Rizer was born in Hom-
ersville, Georgia, a small 
town in the southeastern 
portion of the state. Sources 
conflict on the exact date 
of his birth. His tombstone 
lists his birthday as Nov. 16, 
1890, while the date of his 
birth is listed as Feb. 1890 
in the 1900 census. Military 
records list his birthday as 
Oct. 25, 1888. Whatever 
the exact date, he was one 
of 10 children born to Cor-
nelius and Laura Rizer. His 
father died prior to 1900.

The 1900 census lists 
Cornelius living in Ber-
rien County, Georgia with 
his mother, brother and 
sister. His brother, C. H. 
Rizer, was a laborer in a 
turpentine camp; he could 
not read or write. Corne-
lius and older sister, Lilly, 
both attended school. and 
could read and write.

Ten years later, in the 
1910 census, Cornelius was 
listed in Jefferson County, 
Alabama, near Birmingham, 
working as a laborer in a 
grade camp along with 31 
other men. By 1917, when 
he signed up for the draft 
during the First World War, 
he was living in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, and 
working for Westinghouse 
Electric in Lester, just south 
of Philadelphia. He was a 
tall man of slender build. 
As of June 5, 1917, when he 
signed his draft registration 
card, he was still single. At 
some point Cornelius Rizer 
found time to marry his 
wife, Addie. They had one 
daughter together, Frances.

Rizer was inducted into 
the Army as a private at 
Philadelphia on May 28, 
1918. His first assign-
ment was to Camp Joseph 
E. Johnston in Florida, on 
the St. Johns River south 
of Jacksonville, where the 
Jacksonville Naval Air Sta-
tion is now located. The 
camp specialized in training 
troops for the Quartermas-
ter Corps, to which Rizer 
was assigned. After less than 
a month in the service he 
was selected as part of the 
June replacement draft to 
fill the ranks of units already 
in France, and transferred 
to Camp Hill in Virginia, a 
post on the James River at 
Newport News for troops 
waiting for transportation 
across the Atlantic Ocean.

On July 10, 1918, Rizer 
embarked from Newport 
News on the USS Martha 
Washington, originally an 
ocean liner for the Austro-
American Line, sailing 
between Trieste and New 
York City. The outbreak of 
the war in 1914 found the 
liner on the wrong side of 
the Atlantic, and she was 
interned at Hoboken, New 
Jersey. When the United 
States entered the war 
in 1917, it took over the 
ship and outfitted her as a 

troop ship. Her fifth voy-
age transporting American 
troops, including Rizer, to 
France ended on July 21.

Rizer was temporar-
ily assigned to the 524th 
Engineers before being 
permanently transferred to 
Company G, 366th Infan-
try Regiment, an all-black 
unit mainly composed of 
men from Alabama. It was 
the first all-black fight-
ing unit to have black 
officers; previous black 
units had white officers.

The 366th Infantry had 
arrived in France from the 
United States just a month 
prior to Rizer’s arrival, the 
regiment part of the 92nd 
“Buffalo” Division, formed 
in Nov. 1917 from black 
draftees. The division took 
its name from the nick-
name “buffalo soldiers” 
given to black U. S. soldiers 
by the plains Indians.

The division was first 
assigned to a training area 
around Bourbonne-les-
Bains, a town in northeast-
ern France about 30 miles 
southeast of the American 
Expeditionary Force’s 
headquarters at Chaumont. 
Here soldiers received final 
training to prepare them to 
enter combat in the trenches 
of the Western Front. It 
was also here Rizer joined 
his unit, but he had little 
time to receive training in 
the martial arts. He was 
assigned to Company G on 
July 30, and about a week 
later the division started 
moving up to the front lines.

On Aug. 25, 1918, the 92nd 
Division took over the St. 
Die sector, an area at the 
southeastern end of the line 
of trenches that stretched 
from the North Sea to the 
Swiss border. The St. Die 
sector, located in the Vosges 
Mountains, was considered 
a quiet section of the front. 
The mountainous terrain 
made attacks difficult so the 
front lines had remained in 
essentially the same loca-
tion since the beginning of 
the war. It was considered 
an ideal area by both sides 
to deploy veteran units for 
a rest, and new units for an 
introduction to trench life.

Here the 366th Infantry 
and Rizer were introduced to 
the harsh realities of trench 
warfare: artillery bombard-
ments, poison gas attacks, 
aerial attacks, patrols out 
into the no-man’s-land 
between the opposing 

trenches, and raids on 
enemy trenches. The Amer-
icans took their first casual-
ties here. Rizer was slightly 
wounded about Sept. 8, 
but not enough to take him 
out of the front lines.

After about a month in the 
relative quiet St. Die sec-
tor, the 92nd Division was 
ordered to move 300 miles 
northwest. The American 
Army under Gen. Persh-
ing was about to launch the 
Meuse-Argonne offensive, 
and the Buffalo division was 
designated as a reserve unit. 
The offensive commenced 
on Sept. 26. The men of the 
366th Infantry did not see 
any combat but were used to 
assist the divisional engi-
neers in constructing roads.

In early October, the 
92nd Division was ordered 
eastwards to the Marbache 
sector of the front, and 
assigned to the U.S. 2nd 
Army being organized there. 
They occupied the section 
of front astride the Moselle 
River, approximately 15 
miles south of Metz. Most of 
the division, including the 

366th Infantry, was posted 
on the east bank of the river. 
The 366th Infantry formed 
the far right formation of 
both the 92nd Division and 
the 2nd Army. To its right 
flank was a French division.

Nov. 10 saw the 2nd Army 
launch an offensive with 
the aim of capturing Metz, 
a main railroad junction 
and supply center for the 
German Army. During the 
day the American forces 
captured the Bois Voivrotte 
and the Bois Frehaut, small 
and large woods respec-
tively, south of the village 
of Bouxieres sous Froide-
mont. At 5 a.m. the next 
morning, the 366th Infantry 
launched an attack across 
the open fields between 
the Bois Voivrotte and 
Bouxieres. The two attack-
ing companies reached the 
southern edge of the village, 
but were forced to retreat 
to their starting point in 
the woods by 9:30 a.m. 
Another attempt to take 
the village was made, but 
with the same results. The 
366th Infantry were holding 

their position at the north-
ern edge of the Bois Voiv-
rotte when the Armistice 
went into effect at 11 a.m.

The cruel irony is that 
most of the fighting that 
morning was unnecessary. 
Word had been received 
locally at 7:18 a.m. that the 
Armistice had been signed, 
but troops were ordered 
not to stop fighting until 
10:45 a.m., nearly three-
and-one-half hours after 
notice of the end of the war 
was received. The com-
mander of the 2nd Army, 
Lt. Gen. Robert Bullard, was 
criticized after the war for 
not immediately ordering 
all offensive operations to 
cease as soon as word of the 
Armistice was received.

It is not certain exactly 
when on Nov. 11 Rizer was 
killed. His service record 
just notes he was killed in 
action on that date. It is 
very possible he was one 
of the unlucky few killed 
after word of the Armi-
stice was received and the 
fighting actually stopped.

The military gave the 
next of kin the option of 
bringing their loved ones 
back to the United States 
for burial, or to leave the 
remains in Europe. Addie 
Rizer elected to have her 
husband brought back. 
In 1921 his remains were 
returned on the U. S. Army 
Transport Cambrai along 
with 1,524 other deceased 
personnel. He was buried 
in Magnolia Cemetery.

Addie Rizer lived in 
Apalachicola for the rest 
of her life. Her house at 83 
Avenue H still stands, kept 
up by members of the fam-
ily. The black American 
Legion post in Apalachicola 
was named for Cornelius 
Rizer, and a street in Apala-
chicola is named after him.

Rizer among World War I's last heroes

Offi cers of the U.S. Army’s segregated 366th Infantry Regiment on board the RMS Aquitania, en route 
home from World War I service. From left, Lt. Cleveland L. Abbott, Yankton, South Dakota; Capt. Joseph L. 
Lowe, Pacifi c Grove, California; Lt. Aaron R. Fisher, Lyles Station, Indiana (recipient of the Distinguished 
Service Cross); and Capt. E. White, Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

[ PHOTO COURTESY OF PATTY 

CREAMER ]

Cornelius Rizer

Cornelius Rizer’s grave in 
Magnolia Cemetary

Cornelius Rizer street sign in Apalachicola

USS Martha Washington in 1918
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 W ith much of the 
Panhandle still 
coping with 

the devastation from 
Hurricane Michael – a 
recovery that may take 
months – we continue 
to be proud of the spirit, 
perseverance and forti-
tude of those who were 
affected. Our respond-
ing officers have seen 
firsthand people lend-
ing a hand to neighbors, 
friends and strangers; 
contributing essential 
items to those who lost 
everything; being more 
patient; and expressing 
gratitude. The kind-
ness and compassion 
has been uplifting.

As Thanksgiving nears, 
celebrating that powerful 
sense of community will 
be top of mind for many. 
For the hunting com-
munity, it’s a wonderful 
time of year to remember 
those who introduced 
us to hunting. And the 
holiday gives us a great 

opportunity to pay it 
forward by taking some-
one else hunting such as 
a neighbor, friend, family 
member or coworker.

There are many people 
who didn’t grow up 
hunting but became 
interested in experi-
encing it and enjoying 
the benefits of eating 
healthy, organic protein 
as adults. Denise Helms, 
the Florida state chapter 
president of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation, 
is a perfect example. She 
didn’t go on her first 
hunt until she was 24 
years old when a friend 
invited her to go turkey 
hunting on public land.

“I’m game for any-
thing, so I went along. 
I just like being out-
doors,” Helms said.

Helms loved the 
experience of sitting in 
a homemade palmetto 
blind, taking in the 
sunrise through an oak 
hammock and hear-
ing wild turkeys gobble 
for the first time.

“Country singer Eric 
Church said it best with 
his lyric, ‘Walking bare-
foot through the mud 
will knock the rust right 
off your soul,’” Helms 
said. “And so does 

being in the woods.”
However, Helms didn’t 

immediately catch the 
hunting bug. She mar-
ried and moved to Colo-
rado, and it wasn’t until 
she moved back to the 
Sunshine State 12 years 
later that she had the 
opportunity to go hunt-
ing again. In 2008, she 
harvested her first tur-
key, deer and wild hog.

By engaging her-
self in hunting, 
Helms has gained a 
whole new family.

“Acquaintances turned 
into friends who turned 
into family – people 
who care about con-
servation, support me 
incorporating hunting 
into my life and help me 
succeed,” Helms said. 
“It’s a great feeling hav-
ing mentors like that 
who I can learn from.”

Helms admits she’s 
not a hunting master yet, 
so she hasn’t person-
ally guided anyone on 
a hunt. But she’s been 
doing her part in passing 
down the hunting tradi-
tion by volunteering with 
her local NWTF chapter 
and serving on its board 
since 2011. Helping plan 
and host a Women in the 
Outdoors event for other 
women further ignited 
her passion for hunting.

“I feel like what I’m 
doing is making a differ-
ence at all levels – and I 
like that,” Helms said. 

General gun season

General gun season 
runs Nov. 3 – Jan. 20 in 
Zone C, and Dec. 1 – Feb. 
17 in Zone B. In Zone 
A, the second phase of 
general gun season is 
Nov. 17 – Jan. 6. In Zone 
D, the first phase always 
starts Thanksgiving Day 
(Nov. 22) and lasts four 
days (until Nov. 25).

During general gun 
season, only legal-to-
take bucks as they are 
defined in each Deer 
Management Unit may 
be harvested. Don’t 
forget you need to pur-
chase a $5 deer permit 
first. On private land, the 
daily bag limit for deer 
is two. Bag limits and 
other regulations for deer 
on WMAs can differ, so 
before you hunt down-
load the specific WMA 
brochure ONLY avail-
able at MyFWC.com/
WMAbrochures and 
through the Fish|Hunt FL 
app. These brochures are 
no longer being printed.

You may hunt wild 
hogs on private lands 
year-round with no 
bag or size limits. Simi-
larly, on most public 
lands there are no bag 
or size limits, and hogs 
are legal to take during 
most hunting seasons 
except spring turkey. 
On a few public hunting 
areas, specific bag and 
size limits do apply, so 
check the online WMA 
brochure to be certain.

Hunters are allowed to 
take deer and wild hogs 
over feeding stations 

on private land, but 
that’s not the case on 
WMAs, no matter the 
season or game species.

New this year, hunters 
are allowed to use pre-
charged pneumatic (PCP) 
air guns firing single 
bullets or arrows to take 
deer during general gun 
season on private lands 
and on WMAs, if the gun 
is at least .30 caliber.

It’s illegal to take deer 
using rimfire cartridges 
or non-expanding, 
full-metal case ammu-
nition. Shooting a 
swimming deer also 
is against the law.

Deer-dog hunting

All free-running dogs 
used in pursuing or 
hunting deer must wear 
a collar or tag displaying 
the name and address of 
the dog’s owner. Hunters 
must contain their dogs 
to the tract of land they 
have permission to hunt.

There are several 
ways to accomplish 
that: Equip and monitor 
dogs with devices that 
allow remote tracking 
and behavior correc-
tion; only deer-dog hunt 
on large tracts of land; 
make sure there are 
adequate cut-off roads 
that will enable you to 
keep in front of the dogs; 
and don’t turn out more 
dogs than your hunt-
ing party can manage.

Hunters using dogs 
to take deer on private 
lands must register that 
property before doing 
so. No-cost, statewide 
deer-dog registration is 
required during all open 
deer-hunting and train-
ing seasons when taking 
or running deer with 
dogs is permitted. How-
ever, this registration 
doesn’t apply to hunt-
ers hunting or training 
with deer dogs on pub-
lic lands and WMAs.

This mandatory reg-
istration may be issued 
to hunting clubs, land-
owners or anyone who 
has permission to hunt 
deer with dogs on a 
particular tract of land 
as long as the required 
application is com-
pleted and approved. 
Application forms are 
available at all regional 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) offices 
and online at MyFWC.
com/Deer. Applications 
should include proof of 
landowner permission 
or a copy of the written 
hunting-lease agree-
ment, and a general map 
of the property show-
ing boundaries and a 
legal description.

Once you’ve registered 
with the FWC, you’ll 
be issued a unique reg-
istration number that 
must be attached to the 
collars of all dogs used 
to pursue deer on regis-
tered properties during 
any open deer-hunting 
or deer-dog training 
season when taking or 
running deer with dogs 

is permitted. Hunters 
must possess copies of 
their registration while 
they’re hunting or train-
ing with their dogs.

Private land 
doe days

Within the general 
gun season are antler-
less deer days, better 
known to us hunters as 
“doe days.” These dates 
differ for each of the 
state’s 12 DMUs. To learn 
when these antlerless 
deer opportunities occur 
in your DMU, refer to 
the “2018-2019 Florida 
Hunting Regulations 
handbook, which you 
can pick up at your tax 
collector’s office, FWC 
regional office or by 
downloading it online at 
MyFWC.com/Hunting.

During these doe days, 
the daily bag limit is one 
legal antlered deer and 
one antlerless deer, or 
two legal antlered deer. 
Unlike archery season, 
you may not take two 
antlerless deer in one 
day, unless you have 
antlerless deer tags 
issued for the private 
land you hunt. Also, 
regardless of the season, 
deer gender or the num-
ber of permits, hunters 
are never allowed to 
harvest more than two 
deer per day under any 
circumstances. And 
except for a few, most 
WMAs do not have 
antlerless deer days. 

Fall turkey

Fall turkey season 
starts on the same date 
as general gun season 
in zones B, C and D but 
ends a little earlier. It 
runs from Dec. 1 – Jan. 27 
in Zone B; Nov. 3 – Dec. 
30 in Zone C; and Nov. 
22-25 and Dec. 8 – Jan. 
13 in Zone D. In Zone A, 
the second phase of fall 
turkey season is the same 
as the zone’s second 
phase of general gun: 
Nov. 17 – Jan. 6. Hunters 
may only take bearded 
turkeys and gobblers, 
and they must have a 
turkey permit ($10 for 
residents, $125 for non-
residents) to hunt them.

You may harvest up 
to two turkeys per day 
on private land, if you’d 
like, but that would tag 
you out for the entire fall 
season because you’re 
only allowed to harvest a 
total of two turkeys dur-
ing the archery, cross-
bow, muzzleloading gun 
and fall turkey seasons 
combined. In Holmes 
County, the harvest of 
fall turkeys is not allowed 
at all. And there’s not 
a fall turkey season on 
WMAs, however, on a 
half-dozen areas, turkeys 
are legal to take during 
general gun season.

As with deer, PCP 
air guns are now a legal 
method of taking tur-
keys during fall turkey 
season, but they must 
be a minimum of .20 
caliber or be the type 

that shoots arrows.
You’re not permit-

ted to hunt turkeys with 
dogs or with recorded 
turkey calls, and you’re 
not permitted to shoot 
them while they’re on 
the roost or when you’re 
within 100 yards of a 
game-feeding station 
when feed is present.

Miscellaneous 
regulations

Shooting hours for 
deer, fall turkeys and 
quail are a half-hour 
before sunrise to a half-
hour after sunset. All 
legal rifles, shotguns, 
muzzleloaders, air guns 
(PCP .30 caliber for deer, 
.20 caliber for turkeys), 
bows, crossbows and 
handguns may be used to 
take each of these resi-
dent game animals dur-
ing the general gun, fall 
turkey and quail seasons.

Illegal firearms and 
ammunition are defined 
as centerfire, semiau-
tomatic rifles having 
magazine capacities of 
more than five rounds, 
and fully automatic 
firearms. Other prohib-
ited methods for taking 
game include shooting 
from a moving vehicle 
and herding or driving 
game with a vehicle. 

License and permit 
requirements

The first thing you’ll 
need to participate in one 
or more of these hunt-
ing opportunities is a 
Florida hunting license. 
Residents pay just $17. 
Nonresidents have the 
choice of paying $46.50 
for a 10-day license or 
$151.50 for 12 months.

If you want to hunt 
on a WMA, you also 
must purchase a man-
agement area permit 
for $26.50. And don’t 
forget to obtain the 
brochure about the 
WMA you’re going to 
hunt because dates, bag 
limits and rules differ 
greatly for each area. 
These are available 
only online atMyFWC.
com/WMAbrochures 
and through the 
Fish|Hunt FL app.

All necessary licenses 
and permits are avail-
able at your tax collec-
tor’s office, retail outlets 
that sell hunting and 
fishing gear, by calling 
toll-free 888-HUNT-
FLORIDA (486-8356) or 
by going online atGo-
OutdoorsFlorida.com

Being thankful

November is a time to 
be thankful, especially 
now, knowing that so 
many Floridians will be 
recovering from Hur-
ricane Michael for many 
months ahead. For those 
who can give their time 
or resources to help, 
please do so however 
you can. Resources are 
available through the 
Fish & Wildlife Foun-
dation of Florida and 
the Volunteer Florida 
organizations.

O U T TA’  T H E  W O O D S

Who taught you to hunt?
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OUTDOORS C O N TAC T  U S
Email outdoor news to 
timesoutdoors@starfl.com

F I S H I N G  R E P O R T

BE SAFE 
OUT THERE

Bluewater Outriggers

Tony Young
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SPORTS

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

With two lopsided home 
field wins this week, high-
lighted by a 59-8 victory 
Friday night over Quincy 
Munroe, Franklin County 
C o a c h  T o n y  Y e o m a n s 
believes his 4-5 Seahawks 
can match up well against 
Sneads this Friday night in 
the opening round of the state 
playoffs.

The Seahawks fell 38-20 
at home Sept. 22 against the 
Pirates, but Yeomans said 
the team has rebounded from 
those early weeks of their 
season, when they were rav-
aged by injury, and had to 
endure an early running clock 
against Sneads.

“We’re going to show up 
and play football whoever 
we play,” he said. “I’m not 
scared of anybody, it is what 
it is. When you get to the 
playoffs everybody’s good. 

“We got enough athletic-
wise and skill-wise to match 
up with anybody. We just got 
to bow up at the line of scrim-
mage and play football,” 
Yeomans said. 

After losing star senior 
speedster Ethan Riley to 
a ligament tear before the 
season began, and sopho-
more quarterback Lamarius 
Martin sidelined for six weeks 
with a broken collarbone, the 
Seahawks opened 1-4. 

But since that lackluster 
start, the team has added a 
sure-handed wide receiver 
in senior Simon Braithwaite, 
and Martin has returned to 

full strength, which was in 
full display Friday. 

Martin caught two touch-
down passes in the first half 
from freshman quarterback 
Colin Amison, for 39 yards 
on the Seahawks’ first drive 
and later on a 40-yard pass-
run combination. He added a 
23-yard rushing touchdown 
in the second half, as the 
Seahawks built a 52-0 lead by 
the end of the third quarter. 

A 40-yard run by senior 
fullback Micah McLeod with 
10 minutes left in the game, 
which set up his one-yard 
TD plunge on the next play, 
completed the Seahawk scor-
ing, as junior kicker Schuyler 
Donahoe nailed his fifth extra 
point for a 59-0 lead. 

The Bobcats managed to 
avoid the shutout with a little 
less than five minutes in the 
game, when sophomore C.J. 

McMillan broke a 55-yard 
touchdown run, and then ran 
in the two-point conversion, 
to cap the scoring. 

Braithwaite figured in 
the scoring column with a 
29-yard pass reception for 
the Seahawks’ sixth touch-
down of the night midway 
through the second quarter. 

In addition to Martin’s two 
TDs, the Seahawks scored 
three touchdowns early in the 
game when senior defensive 
end pounced on a Munroe 
fumble in the end zone, senior 
Bailey Segree barged in from 
one-yard out, and senior run-
ning back Rufus Townsend 
swept in from 14 yards out. 

T o w n s e n d  g a v e  t h e 
Seahawks a 45-0 lead at the 
half when he bullied in from 
2 yards out for his second 
touchdown of the night, just 
before halftime. 

“We had the young guys in 
and after the running clock, 
everybody got to play. That’s 
a good thing,” said Yeomans. 
“I was trying not to get any-
body hurt, and get as many of 
the starters out as I can.” 

Friday’s win came three 
days after a 40-0 home win 
Tuesday afternoon against 
Lighthouse Private Christian 
Academy, out of Pensacola. 

Yeomans said he’s urging 
“total focus” in the week 
ahead, and cautioning against 
making mistakes of the sort 
that spelled defeat in two 
games this season. 

“We’ve got to play the per-
fect game, we can’t turn the 
football over,” he said. “I told 
them they have an opportu-
nity that a lot of teams in the 
state of Florida don’t have. 
There’s a lot of teams going 
home after tonight. 

“We were lucky enough 
that we made it and be privi-
leged to make the playoffs, 
something they have never 
experienced,” Yeomans said. 

“You got to focus on the job 
at hand and take it one game 
at a time. Do your job and let 
everything else take care of 
itself,” he said. 

“Some of these kids have 
dreams, aspirations, of going 
to the next level. This is when 
you make a name for yourself, 
in the playoffs, the postsea-
son,” Yeomans said.

The pre-game festivi-
ties before Friday’s Senior 
Night honroed the senior 
football players and cheer-
leaders, while at halftime the 
seniors from golf, volleyball, 
cross country and band were 
honroed.

F o o t b a l l  t e a m  m e m -
bers honored were Bryce 
Kent, Mikel Register, Micah 
McLeod, Alex Hardy, Ethan 
Riley, Tyrell Green, Rufus 
Townsend, Fisher Edwards, 
Caden Smith, Tonnor Segree, 
Duncan Whaley, Colton 
Evans, Cameron Wynn, 
Simon Braithwaite, Bailey 
Segree, and Hunter Kelly. 
Cheerleaders honored were 
Shine Pearson, Beyla Walker, 
Drew Robinson, Hannah 
Hogan, and Peyton Millen-
der, who was also honroed for 
volleyball, along with Jazmyn 
Farmer, Tanaya Harris, Casey 
Riley, Sophia Kirvin, and 
Alexus Johnson.

Honored for cross coun-
try were Damien Freeman 
and Tommy Varner, for golf 
Melanie Collins,  and for band 
Jessica Rudd and Peyton 
Smith.

Yeomans: ‘We match up with anybody’

Senior cheerleaders, front row, from left, Shine Pearson, Hannah Hogan and Drew Robinson perform 
Friday evening. [ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES ]

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

Shorthanded in the post 
season, the Lady Seahawk 
golf team was unable to 
advance towards a state 
title, despite vanquishing 
most opponents during 
the regular season.

The difficulty first sur-
faced Oct. 10, the day of 
Hurricane Michael, when 
the Big Bend Champion-
ship slated for the home 
course of St. James had to 
be scrapped.

“We’ll never get to host 
the Big Bend Champion-
ship,” said Coach Scott 
Collins. “I try every year 
and this year I was really 
lucky. The fact that we got 
it was a small miracle.

“Our course is really 
tough, a lot of schools 
don’t want to come down 
and play it,” he said. 
“They’re not used to that 
kind of golf.”

In the aftermath of 
the storm, on Oct. 18 at 
Southwood, because one 
of the golfers was dis-
placed by the storm, only 
two girls competed, senior 
Melanie Collins and soph-
omore Hollie Larkin.

Collins shot an 81, the 
second lowest of all golfers 
for the 18-hole course, and 
Larkin a 99, third among 
the individuals, and good 
enough to qualify for 
regionals.

“Melanie played ok, the 
course was set up tough 
so all the scores were high 
that day. The pins were on 
little hills, tucked away in 
corners. It was a struggle 
for all the kids that day” 
said the coach. “She hit 17 
of 18 greens in regulation.”

At Regionals, Oct. 23 at 
Sandestin, Collins shot a 
79 and came in third over-
all, but only the top two 

individuals go to state. 
Larkin shot a 103 and came 
in tied for 11th overall.

After Collins took an 
eight on the second hole, 
triple bogey 4 over par 
right off the bat, she shot 
just three over par the rest 
of the way. “A poor choice 
of clubs got her in some 
trouble and she couldn’t 
get out of it,” said Scott 
Collins. “She really played 
well the rest of the day, 
just three over par.

“Hollie had her best 
season ever and stayed 
around the 50 area the 
whole second half of the 
season and hit the ball real 
well,” he said. “She’s Just 
a sophomore.”

The team finished the 
season 18-4, and had 
they been able to field an 
entire squad, might have 
defeated Florida High in 
the post-season. “They 
had never beat us this 
season. They came close, 
they almost beat us one 
time,” said the coach.

The team, which during 
the regular season also 
i n c l u d e d  s o p h o m o r e 
Summer Cepull and sixth 
grader Charity Larkin, 
played Aug. 27 at Wild-
wood, against Wakulla, 

Lincoln and Chiles and 
show a 224, to fall to 
Chiles.

On Aug. 20 at Havana, 
against Leon, Munroe 
and Community Chris-
tian School, Collins shot 
a 38, Hollie Larkin a 58, 
and Cepull a 57 to finish 
runner-up to Community 
Christian.

On Aug. 27, in their 
first real match, the team 
defeated Wakulla and Lin-
coln at Wildwood, but fell 
to Chiles, as Collins bird-
ied the last hole to win, to 
shoot a 37 and edge out 
Chiles’

On Sept. 6, at Jake 
Gaither, the team downed 
Lincoln, Rickards and 
Wakulla, and then a week 
later, at Capital City, 
downed Leon and Maclay.

On Sept. 19, at home, 
the team won 240-241 
against Florida High, as 
Collins shot a 38, Hollie 
Larkin a 64, Cepull a 68 
and Charity Larkin a 70.

On Sept. 20 at Wild-
wood, the team bested 
Rickards, Wakulla and 
Lincoln, as Collins shot 
40, Cepull 54, Hollie 
Larkin a 53 and Char-
ity Larkin 69 to down 
Wakulla 219-239.

On Sept. 26, also at 
home, the girls fell to 
Community Christian but 
defeated Chiles, Maclay, 
Leon and Munroe.

Collins shot a 37, Hollie 
Larkins a 51, Cepull a 61 
and Charity Larkin a 72.

At the Panhandle Invi-
tational Oct. 4 at Killearn, 
Collins finished second 
with an 82, and Hollie 
Larkin a 100, improving 
by 18 strokes on her best 
round and coming in 11th 
place overall.

On Oct. 9 at Southwood, 
against Florida High and 
Maclay, Collins shot a 
37, Hollie Larkin a 49 and 
Charity Larkin a 67.

Collins, Larkin play in post-season

Melanie Collins

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com
850-653-8894

After downing Port St. Joe in 
three straight at the end of the 
regular season, the Lady Seahawk 
volleyball team headed into the 
post-season with high hopes.

But who knew they would 
upset powerhouse Chipley to 
finish as district runner-up?

On Oct. 4 at St. Joe, Coach Tara 
Klink’s squad downed the Lady 
Tiger Sharks 27-25, 25-16 and 
25-11 for a regular season win.

After that, came the storm.
“Due to Hurricane Michael, 

the end of our volleyball season 
was interrupted. We went for 
two weeks without practice, 
then had to play in our district 
tournament with only one prac-
tice the day before the game,” 
said Klink.

The Class 1A district con-
sists of Franklin, Altha, Chipley 
and Liberty, but Altha opted to 
forego continuing their season 
due to the devastation from the 
storm.

Originally, the first round of 
district tournament play was 
scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 16 
and the championship game on 
Thursday, Oct. 18, with a week 
break before regional playoffs 
began. But since the district 
tournament was condensed, the 
third seeded Lady Seahawks and 
second-seeded Chipley) played 
at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct 23, 
followed by the championship 
played between the winner and 
Liberty at 7 p.m.

“Franklin went into the game 
versus Chipley as the under-
dog; they beat us twice during 
the season,” said Klink. “I made 
some key position changes, like 
moving senior Sophia Kirvin to 
outside hitter, which gave us 
more of an edge.

“The girls got in their heads 
that we could only win on one 
side of the court, and in the 

end we ended up playing the 
tie breaker fifth set on the ‘bad" 
side,” said the coach. “I told 
them that we came to win and 
they had to believe that. They 
were determined and refused to 
give up.”

The girls won the opener 
25-17, and then fell 12-25 before 
coming back to win 25-13. They 
then lost the fourth game 17-25, 
setting up a fifth game, which 
they won 15-13.

The Lady Seahawks then faced 
Liberty in the district champion-
ship. “We were worn out, but 
played a decent game, losing 
to Liberty in three sets – 25-12, 
25-12 and 25-7.”

The loss gave Franklin County 
the runner-up trophy, and both 
they and Liberty advanced to 
regionals two days later on that 
Thursday.

Franklin played Blountstown 
at Altha because their gym was 
destroyed. With players out due 
to homecoming activities, Frank-
lin lost to Blountstown in 3 sets 
– 25-3, 25-4 and 25-8, and their 
season came to an end.

This is the first time in Franklin 
County High School history that 
the volleyball team has earned 
a trophy and advanced past 
districts.

“I am so proud of these girls and 
the dedication and drive they've 
had throughout this season. I 
will miss these seven seniors 
so much,” said Klink. “Some of 
them began playing volleyball the 
very first year I coached, and now 
they are graduating. It's the end 
of an era, but I'm glad we ended 
it on a good note.

“Our program has a lot of 
upcoming athletes and I'm 
excited for what the future holds 
for Franklin County volleyball in 
the next few years,” she said.

Seniors honored at Senior 
Night included Captain Tanaya 
Harris, Captain Casey Riley, 
Alexus Johnson, Jazmyne Farmer, 
Peyton Millender, Sophia Kirvin, 
and Beyla Walker

Lady Hawks 
advance to regionals
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f-stop is an abbreviation 
for a camera lens aperture 
setting that corresponds 
to an f-number, which is 
the ratio of the focal length 
of a lens to the effective 
diameter of its aperture

With the debris cleanup of 
Hurricane Michael now in 

full bloom, and the destruc-
t i o n   b l o s s o m i n g  i n t o 
rebuilding,  life is slowly 
returning to normal. If you 
have a good photo, whether 
it captures the storm, or the 
resilience to its fury, please 
share. The Times welcomes 
readers to send their best 
photographs, whatever they 

capture, an unusuai image, 
person, place or thing, we 
want it. Photos can be of any 
subject, but we especially like 
people. 

Please send photographs to 
David Adlerstein at dadler-
stein@starfl.com. For more 
information, call 653-8894.

F - S T O P  F R A N K L I N

Joyful gratitude

This photo of Riverfront Park was taken 12 days before Hurricane Michael. “It was such a beautiful sight 
and we will always consider it a wonderful going-away present,” wrote the photographer. “We will be 
back next year and hope everyone will have recovered and everything is back to normal as well as can 
be expected.” [ @INGA EUBANKS ]

A festival ride that got stuck had to be worked on, 
but no one was injured. [ DOLORES QUIRK | SPECIAL TO 

THE TIMES ]

A drone photo of Florida Seafood Festival 2018 [ JOHN WEAVER | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

After the hurricane, a cardinal sits atop a somewhat broken cherry laurel trees in Carrabelle.
[ ROD GASCHE | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

A sign at Betsy’s Sunfl ower on Water Street 
makes a promise [ DAVID DAVIS | SPECIAL TO THE 

TIMES ]

1. Of these, which houses its 
three supreme powers (exec-
utive, legislative and judicial) 
in the same building?
France, Denmark, Italy, 
Canada

2. Whose younger brother, 
Leicester, at one time 
announced the birth of 
a republic called “New 
Atlantis”?
Kissinger, Walesa, Heming-
way, Iacocca

3. From surveys, 1-in-4 office 
employees say they have 
had what stolen from them 
at work?

Lunch, Tape, Scissors, Idea

4. What 1970s’ car had its 
passenger door almost 
4 inches longer than the 
driver’s?

Vega, Beetle, Pacer, Gallardo
5. Where can Disney coins be 
used as currency?
Trader Joe’s, Luxembourg, 
Orange County (California), 
Niue

6. Vienna, Austria, has 
about how many million 
inhabitants?
¼, ½, 1, 2
 
ANSWERS: 1. Denmark, 2. 
Hemingway, 3. Idea, 4. Pacer, 
5. Niue (island nation), 6. 2

“Trivia Fun” with Wil-
son Casey, Guinness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across 
the country. Comments, 
questions or suggestions? 
WC@TriviaGuy.com

T R I V I A  F U N

Wilson CaseyWilson Casey

C R O S S W O R D
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attendance was in the neigh-
borhood of 24,000 people for 
the two days, “a low to mid 
normal attendance” which 
included both paid and non-
paid attendance.

“The ride company did 
better on Saturday than last 
year,” he said, noting that 
the nonprofit food vendors 
reported fairly good sales, 
with the Franklin County 
High School Class of 2019 
covering its food costs by 4 
p.m. Friday.

Solomon said he heard 
good reports from the Car-
rabelle Church of God, which 
offered fresh shucked oysters 
from Cedar Key, as well as 
from the FCHS Class of 2020, 
which had boiled shrimp; the 
Class of 2021, which featured 
fish tacos; the Love Center, 
which served up gumbo; the 
Apalachicola United Meth-
odist Church, which offered 
popcorn and snow cones; the 
ABC School’s fifth and eighth 
grades, which sold festival 
t-shirts; and the Apalachic-
ola and Carrabelle Masons, 
which took admission at the 
front gates.

At the opening ceremonies 
Friday afternoon, held from 
the grandstand that had to be 
repaired along with the clear-
ing of Battery Park, Solomon 
shed tears in praising the 
work of the all-volunteer 
board of directors.

“It was happy tears, that 
the festival board got it 
done,” he said. “As Walt 
Disney said ‘It’s kind of fun 
to do the impossible.’ It took 
a lot of work but it got done, 
and that speaks volumes of 
the volunteers’ love of the 
community.”

Board members include 
vice-president Tress Dam-
eron, treasurer Christina 
Collins, secretary Andrea 
Register, Ted Mosteller (who 
has been 53 years on the 
board), Michael Shuler, Carl 
Whaley, Anthony Croom, 
Pam Brownell and Danielle 
Layne.

The festival board drew 
on county inmates, state 
inmates from Franklin Cor-
rectional Institution, and 
an Apalachicola city crew of 
inmates led by Pap Duncan 
to clear Battery Park. Solo-
mon noted that these crews 
were not available to help on 
private property, nor could 
they interfere with debris 
removal efforts already under 
contract.

He said the festival also 
received help from Duke 
E n e r g y ,  t h e  c i t y  w a t e r 
department, the county road 
department and solid waste, 
as well as advertising sup-
port from Visit Florida and 
the Florida Restaurant and 
Lodging Association.

“They paid for a lot of 
information to go out, they 
did a lot,” said Solomon.

“We try to take care of our 
home, which is Battery Park,” 
noting that the festival has 
invested in power poles and 
street lights as well as the 
information booth.

“You could not tell the 
park had a Category 4.9 hur-
ricane,” he said.

The traditional opening of 
the festival at 4 p.m. Friday 
began with the Blessing of the 
Fleet, led by the Buddy Boys 
shrimp boat from 13-Mile 
Seafood that carried the 2018 
Miss Florida Seafood Festival 
Franklin County High School 
senior Beyla Walker, and King 
Retsyo Demetrice Cummings, 
a longtime seafood house 
worker.

With Chris Clark playing 
bagpipes, and Caleb, son of 
Pastor Scotty Lolley, from 
Living Waters Assembly of 
God, and Shirah, daughter of 
Rev. Themo Patriotis, from 
the Apalachicola United 
Methodist Church, carry-
ing the crucifer and wreath, 
respectively, the clergy stood 
gingerly on the front of the 
pier as they offered blessings.

Also appearing with Pastor 
Donna Gerold, from Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, Pastor 
Larry Sterling, from Eastpoint 

Church of God, and Pastors 
Thomas and Valentina Webb, 
from Tabernacle of Faith.

“In remembrance of those 
who have labored on the 
waters and gone to their 
rest, we pray,” said Lolley. 
“Father, guide us safely into 
the harbors of your love, this 
day we pray.”

The Friday night of Chris-
tian entertainment was 
highlighted by a performance 
by LaRue Howard, from 

Orlando.
Leading the parade Saturday 

morning as Grand Marshals 
were the Duke Energy line-
men, who received a loud 
round of applause whenever 
they passed.

In part due to it being an 
election year, and in part due 
to the typical strong support, 
the parade was a robust one. 
Solomon said he was particu-
larly pleased that the Bowlegs 
Krewe from Panama City, the 

Krewe of St. Andrews, and 
Springtime Tallahassee all 
took part.

A strong field of 11 for 
the oyster shucking con-
test meant there had to be 
two flights of contestants. 
Emerging victorious was 
Honor Allen, from Hunt’s 
Oyster Bar in Panama City, 
who won for third time in five 
years of competing.

“I felt pretty good. It was a 
really close race between us 
all,” he said.

With an adjusted time of 
102.46, Allen bested run-
ner-up Brian Clark, from the 
Oyster Troff in Eustis, with 
a 118.72, and third place Josh 
Blevins from Dusty’s in St. 
Andrew, with a 128.13.

“Ultimately its going to 
come down to penalties and 
adjusted time,” said Allen. 
“There’s no perfect run in 
competitive oyster shucking. 
It’s unheard of because every 
oyster is so different and as 
you’re working through them 
you’re going to cut one or 
have shell on another or have 
one attached to the shell.

A l l e n  t o o k  s e c o n d  a t 
nationals last year, and in 
2016 and 2017, went to the 
world completion in Galway, 
Ireland, where he placed 13th 
and fifth, respectively.

In the oyster eating com-
pletion, Tallahassee’s Chris 
Johnson won the men’s divi-
sion, by eating 10 dozen and 
four, just ahead of Thomas 
Gibson of Perry, who ate nine 
dozen and six, and Charles 
Simpkins, of Indian Valley, 
Virginia, who consumed 
eight dozen and five.

“My girlfriend asked me 
to do it, it was a last-minute 

decision,” said Johnson, a 
south Louisiana native who 
had never competed before. 
“I didn’t think I was going to 
place.”

In the women’s comple-
tion, Keira Gibson, from 
Perry, ate six dozen and 10 to 
easily defeat her young sister 
Starla, who downed four 
dozen and three, and Denise 
Williams Hall, from Chipley, 
who consumed three dozen 
and seven.

“The first time I won I ate 
more than that, but that’s 
good for how big they were 
and how chewy and the 
shells,” said Keria Gibson, 
a past champ, from Deal’s 
Famous Oyster House in 
Perry. “I could have ate more 
if it wasn’t for those factors 
in there.”

The festival was busy all 
afternoon, with local favorite 
Southern Flood first taking 
the stage, followed by Cori 
& Kelly from Panama City, 
the Adventures of Annabelle 
Lyn from Tallahassee, and 
Tennille Arts, leading up to 
headliner Maddie & Tae.

The young duet got the 
crowd on their feet as they 
p l a y e d  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e s , 
including “Girls in a Coun-
try Song” “Fly,” and “After 
the Storm Blows Through,” 
and introduced several songs 
from their upcoming second 
album, including “Friends 
Don’t.”

The two 25-year-olds were 
warmly received by the audi-
ence, and they returned the 
favor, repeatedly thanking 
the crowd and the festival for 
allowing them to perform in 
the challenging weeks after 
the hurricane.

FESTIVAL
From Page A1

Rusty Putnal, right, shucks oysters at the Carrabelle Church of God 
booth together with Matthew Lolley, a fi fth grader from Hosford.
[ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES TIMES]

Bryce Kent handles kitchen duties at the Class of 2019 booth

Nichole Creamer, 2, loved to grab ducks as she enjoyed the rides 
with mom Andrea Kelly and aunt Tea Kelly.

Oyster eating champ Chris Johnson, left, takes a pause.

The Blessing of the Fleet opened the festival Friday afternoon

Five-time Supreme Queen Jade Williams waves to the parade crowd.
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“Not all the TDC did that; 
it was the two mayors. I don’t 
know what their understand-
ing was,” she said. “Don’t 
penalize all the TDC, don’t 
group us in.”

Blair took responsibility 
for the mistake, saying that 
he hadn’t explicitly cau-
tioned the board members 
against disclosure.

“That’s probably my fault, 
that some information was 
out in the public,” he said. 
“I understand that now. The 
TDC has never had a bidding 
process like this before.

“I am not an attorney,” he 
said. “There were a couple of 
board members that let some 
of the applications out.”

Blair said afterwards La 
Paz told him she shared the 
applications with members 
of the board of the Carrabelle 

Chamber of Commerce, 
and Johnson confirmed he 
shared application informa-
tion with at least one other 
person.

“How is this going to be 
fair?” asked Commissioner 
Noah Lockley.

“I’ve gone through all 
those applications,” replied 
Blair. “There’s relatively 
little there that’s going to 
benefit another applicant.

“There’s some background 
information but it's different 
for everybody,” he said. “It’s 
not anything anyone can 
cheat on.”

The four applicants in the 
second round were Forgot-
ten Coast Creative LLC, 
led by Cutler Edwards of 
Apalachicola; D. Davis and 
Associates LLC, led by Deb-
orah Davis of Apalachicola; 
Forgotten Coast Manage-
ment Services Inc., led by 
Laura Graham, of Apalachic-
ola; and the Apalachicola Bay 
Chamber of Commerce, led 
by Donna Duncan, president.

Each re-applied in the 
third round, and were joined 
by Ann Howard, whose firm 
has both a Tallahassee and a 
Carrabelle address.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n -
ers discussed the matter 
extensively, and ultimately 
decided not to have the TDC 
board vet the applicants to 
see if they met the bid quali-
fications, which was the 
original plan.

“ I  t h i n k  c o u n t y  s t a f f 
ought to review them and 
let the board (of county 
commissioners) interview 
the applicants,” said Chair 
Smokey Parrish. “I don’t 
see sending them back to the 
TDC when people don’t have 
trust. I think nobody on the 
TDC should be involved in 
doing the criteria.”

The commissioners ini-
t i a l l y  p l a n n e d  t o  h a v e 
planning and zoning staffers 
Whitney Barfield and Mark 
Curenton review the appli-
cations, along with Blair.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  R i c k y 

Jones suggested TDC board 
m e m b e r  R e x  P e n n y c u f f 
might be brought in, but the 
commissioners eventually 
substituted County Coor-
dinator Michael Morón for 
Blair.

But Commissioner Noah 
Lockley refused to support 
the motion.

“I can’t go along with 
that,” he said. “This is a bad 
situation here and you’re 
bidding for a job. Somebody 
could thrive off of that; I 
can’t vote on none of that.”

County Attorney Michael 
Shuler said commission-
ers could ask the applicants 
if they received advance 
information, which would 
disqualify them on an indi-
vidual basis. But he said that 
if the earlier applications 
were only reviewed by non-
applicants, it would not call 
for rebidding.

“We’ve been out on bids 
for the TDC administrator 
since May, that is six months 
gentlemen, and we have 

to put a cap on this,” said 
Sanders. “This is something 
I want to get done before I 
leave office and I have but 
one meeting left.

“There’s still that opinion 
that the process is tainted,” 
she said. “I don’t want this 
board to feel like no matter 
who you choose, it’s going to 
be tainted.”

Shuler said disqualifica-
tion of any applicant who 
received advance informa-
tion would remove the taint, 
particularly since each had to 
sign an anti-collusion affida-
vit as part of the process.

“If we find someone who 
has the leg up by having that 
early information, we can 
disqualify them,” he said. 
“That would remove the 
taint from my perspective 
as attorney.”

The commissioners sched-
uled a 2 p.m. special meeting 
for this Tuesday, Nov. 13 to 
interview the candidates, 
after which they plan to make 
their selection.

DIRECTOR
From Page A1

threatens to darken every 
day of the many people hurt 
by the storm's impact.

In the next few weeks, 
even as the immediate 
work continues for debris 

removal, restoration of 
power, sustaining lives, 
and overall damage assess-
ment, we must begin for-
mulating a smart, strong, 
sensitive and strategic plan 
to provide the assistance 
most needed to promote 
full long-term recovery of 
the region – and to pro-
tect the rest of our great 
state when the next major 

storm inevitably arrives.
The best and most effec-

tive opportunity to directly 
address the ongoing need 
and substantive assistance 
to meet it should be to 
convene a special session 
of the Florida Legislature 
after the election, perhaps 
even as an extension of 
the organizational ses-
sion. At that time, or soon 

after, we would be properly 
working together – not as 
urban or rural lawmakers, 
and not as Democrats or 
Republicans. Instead, we 
will be working as Florid-
ians, united in a purpose 
and principle that demands 
our attention and action. 
The people we serve deserve 
this highest level of prior-
ity – and it's the best way 

for us to ensure hurricane 
victims do not also become 
political victims.

State Sen. Bill Montford 
(D- Tallahassee) rep-
resents the 3rd district, 
encompassing Franklin, 
Calhoun, Gadsden, Gulf, 
Hamilton, Jefferson, Leon, 
Liberty, Madison, Taylor, 
and Wakulla counties.

MONTFORD
From Page A4
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Lanark Village
End Unit Apartment

3 bed, 1 bath 
$775 mo. w/ $1000 SD
1 year lease required.

- Pets Allowed -

Timber Island
1 bed, 2 bath condo

$800 mo. w/ $1,000 SD
- No Pets -

Apalachee Center, INC.
NOW HIRING FOR OUR

COMMUNITY
ACTION TEAM

Will serve Liberty and Franklin Counties
*Care Manager - bachelor’s degree in Human 
Services (psychology, social work, etc.)
*Therapist - masters degree in Human
Services required.
*Therapeutic Mentor - family member or 
caregiver to another person who is living with 
a mental health condition or a Certified
Recovery Peer Specialist by the Florida
Certification Board.
*Team Leader - Must hold LCSW, LMHC, or 
LMFT.

All positions require a valid driver’s license 
with no more than 6 points on driver

history report.

Bluff Road Small
Engine Repair

Repairs - Lawn 
Mowers, Weed Eaters, 

Blowers, Etc.
Located at 636 Bluff 

Road Apalachicola, FL
Pick up & Delivery avail
Contact: 850-653-8632 

or 850-653-5439
pcreamer123@

gmail.com

22127T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CASE # 18 CA 104

CENTENNIAL BANK,
Plaintiff,

V.

BILLY J. HICKS; et al.
Defendants.

NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, pursuant to a 
Final Summary Judg-
ment on Foreclosure 
dated August 14, 2018, 
entered in Case No. 
2018 CA 104 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Sec-
ond Judicial Circuit in 
and for Franklin 
County, Florida, 
wherein CENTENNIAL 
BANK is the Plaintiff, 
and BILLY J. HICKS; 
CAPITAL ONE BANK 
(USA), N.A.; UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, 
DEPARTMENT OF 
TREASURY, INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE; 
MIDLAND FUNDING, 
LLC; and all unknown 
parties claiming by, 
through, under, and 
against the herein 
named individual de-
fendants who are not 
known to be dead or 
alive, whether said un-
known parties may 
claim an interest as 
spouses, heirs, devi-
sees, grantees or other 
claimants are the De-
fendants, the under-
signed will sell to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash at 2nd 
floor lobby of the 
Franklin County Court-
house, 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola 
Florida 32320, at 11:00 

o’clock a.m. on De-
cember 6, 2018 the fol-
lowing described prop-
erty as set forth in said 
Final Summary Judg-
ment on Foreclosure 
to-wit:

Lot 27, Block “78”, St. 
George Island Gulf 
Beaches, Unit No. 5, 
as per map or plat 
thereof recorded in 
Plat Book 3, Page 16, 
of the Public Records 
of Franklin County, 
Florida.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the lis pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after sale.

DATED this 18th day of 
October, 2018.
Marcia Johnson
Clerk of Court

Michele Maxwell
Deputy Clerk
Pub: November 8, 15, 
2018

22149
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT, OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT FOR FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE
DIVISION
File No. 

2018-000055-CP
Probate Division

IN RE: ESTATE OF
Michael Radeke
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Michael 
Radeke, deceased, 
whose date of death 
was August 15, 2018, is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Franklin 
County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 33 
Forbes Street, Apalach-
icola, Florida, 32320. 
The names and ad-
dresses of the personal 
representative and the 
p e r s o n a l
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this court 
ON OR BEFORE THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
November 8, 2018.
SANDERS AND DUN-
CAN, P. A.
Attorneys for Per-
sonal Representative
80 Market Street
Apalachicola, FL 32320
Phone: (850) 653-8976

By: s/s Donna Duncan 
DONNA DUNCAN, 
ESQ.
Florida Bar No.63869
Email addresses: 
ddduncan@fairpoint.net
codom@fairpoint.net

Personel
Representative
Daniel W. Radeke
1219 Goss Avenue
Louisville, KY 40217
Pub: November 8, 15, 
2018

22129T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CASE # 2018 CA 01

CENTENNIAL BANK,
Plaintiff

v.

RAYMOND R. FINN, et 
al,
Defendants,

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE 

SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, pursuant to a 
Final Summary Judg-
ment on Foreclosure 
dated August 30, 2018, 
entered in Case No. 
2018 CA 01 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Sec-
ond Judicial Circuit in 
and for Franklin 
County, Florida, 
wherein CENTENNIAL 
BANK is the Plaintiff, 
and RAYMOND R. 
FINN a/Ida RAYMOND 
ROBERT FINN; LINDA 
L. FINN; UNKNOWN 
TENANT and all un-
known parties claiming 
by, through, under, and 
against the herein 
named individual de-
fendants who are not 
known to be dead or 
alive, whether said un-
known parties may 
claim an interest as 
spouses, heirs, devi-
sees, grantees or other 
claimants are the De-
fendants, the under-
signed will sell to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash at 2nf floor 
lobby the Franklin 
County Courthouse, 33 
Market Street, Apalach-
icola Florida 32320, at 
11:00 o’clock a.m. on 
December 6, 2018 the 
following described 
property as set forth in 
said Final Summary 
Judgment on Foreclo-
sure to-wit:

Lots 9 & 10, Black A 
(66), Range 4, 

Pickett’s Addition to 
the City of Carrabelle, 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida, a subdivision as 
per map or plat 
thereof recorded in 
Plat Book 2 at Page 
20 of the Public Rec-
ords of Franklin 
County, Florida.

Together with a 1974 
CAP Mobile Home, 
ID#14533.

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the us pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after sale.

DATED this 18th day of 
October, 2018.

Marcia Johnson
Clerk of Court

By: Michele Maxwell
Deputy Clerk
Pub: November 8, 15, 
2018

22167T
ESTRATEGIA DE SITIO 

NO ESPECIFICADO
AVISO DE INTENCIÓN 

DE SOLICITUD DE LIB-
ERACIÓN DE FONDOS

Para Española, 
teléfono 850-653-9783 

x 155
UNSPECIFIED SITE 

STRATEGY
NOTICE OF INTENT 

TO REQUEST
RELEASE OF FUNDS

November 8, 2018
Responsible Entity: 
Franklin County Board 
of County Commission-
ers
Address: Mark 
Curenton, 34 Forbes 
Street, Suite 1, Apa-
lachicola, FL 32320
T e l e p h o n e :
850-653-9783 x 160
Project: Florida Small 
Cities Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
16DB-OK-02-29-01-H08 
supplemental funds in 
the amount of 
$2,630,588, with local 
funds of $50,000.  Re-
habilitation and/or re-
placement of a mini-
mum of 38 separate 
existing or 
fire-destroyed single 
family residences 
(including mobile 
homes), with possible 
temporary relocation, 
and administration. In-
dividual site locations 
will be in the Eastpoint 
Limerock Wildfire zone 
along Wilderness, 
Ridge, Buck and Bear 
Creek Roads in the un-
incorporated Eastpoint 
community of Franklin 
County, with a possibil-
ity of replacement 
homes to be located 
elsewhere.
Additional Agencies In-
volved: the Florida De-
partment of Economic 
Opportunity and the 
U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

REQUEST FOR
RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about November 
16, 2018, the Franklin 
County Board of 
County Commissioners 
will submit a request to 
the Florida Department 
of Economic Opportu-
nity (DEO) for the re-
lease of Community 
Development Block 
Grant funds under Title 
I of the Housing and 
Community Develop-
ment (HCD) Act of 
1974, as amended, to 
undertake the project.

The County has deter-
mined that the activities 
proposed in the Un-
specified Site Strategy 
are categorically ex-
cluded under HUD reg-
ulations at 24 CFR Part 
58 from the National 
Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA) re-
quirements.  As eligible 
sites are located, site 
specific checklist will 
be completed prior to 
the commitment of 
funds for each unit. 
Additional project infor-
mation is contained in 
the Environmental Re-
view Record (ERR) on 
file at the above ad-
dress.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, 
or agency may submit 
written comments on 
the Environmental Re-
view Record (ERR) to 
the contact identified 
above.  Additional proj-
ect information is con-
tained in the ERR on 
file at that location and 
may be examined or 
copied weekdays 8:30 
A.M to 4:30 P.M. All 
comments must be re-
ceived by November 
15, 2018.  Comments 
will be considered prior 
to requesting a release 
of funds.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The County certifies to 
the Florida Department 
of Economic Opportu-
nity and HUD that Jo-
seph Parrish, in his ca-
pacity as Board Chair-
man, consents to ac-
cept the jurisdiction of 
the Federal Courts if an 
action is brought to en-
force responsibilities in 
relation to the environ-
mental review process, 
and that these respon-
sibilities have been sat-
isfied. The State’s ap-
proval of the certifica-
tion satisfies its respon-
sibilities under NEPA 
and related laws and 
authorities and allows 
the County to use the 
CDBG funds.

OBJECTIONS TO
RELEASE OF FUNDS

DEO will accept objec-
tions to its release of 
funds and the County 
certification for a period 
of fifteen days following 
the anticipated submis-
sion date or its actual 
receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) only 
if they are on one of the 
following bases: (a) the 
certification was not ex-
ecuted by the Certify-
ing Officer of the 
County; (b) the County 
has omitted a step or 
failed to make a deci-
sion or finding required 
by HUD regulations at 
24 CFR part 58; (c) the 
grant recipient has 
committed funds or in-
curred costs not au-
thorized by 24 CFR 
Part 58 before approval 
of a release of funds by 
the State; or (d) an-
other Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 
CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written 
finding that the project 
is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of envi-
ronmental quality. Ob-
jections must be pre-
pared and submitted in 
accordance with the re-
quired procedures at 
24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 
58.76 and shall be ad-
dressed to the Florida 
Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity, 
CDBG Program, 
MSC-400 107 East 
Madison Street, Talla-
hassee, FL 
32399-6508.  Potential 
objectors should con-
tact the person identi-
fied above to verify the 
actual last day of the 
objection period.

Joseph A. Parrish, 
Chairman
Franklin County Board 
of County Commission-
ers
Local Government’s 
Certifying Officer
Pub: November 8, 2018

22159T
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
DISTRICT SCHOOL 

BOARD
INVITATION TO BID
November 8, 2018

ITB #2018-202(R) -
Welding Equipment 
for Franklin County 

School

The Franklin County 
School Board solicits 
bids on the above ref-
erenced goods or ser-
vices.  This sealed bid 
must be submitted to 
The Franklin County 
School Board, Pur-
chasing Department, 
85 School Road, 
Eastpoint, Florida 
32328, no later than 
10:00 A.M. local time 
on November 16, 2018 
and plainly marked ITB 
No. 2018-202(R).  Bids 
are due and will be 
opened at this time.

All information regard-
ing this RFP may be 
found at the following 
web address: 
https://vrapp.vendorreg-
istry.com/Bids/View/BidsLi
st?BuyerId=f15301dc-b9d
a-411c-a316-04a41c93255
f

The Franklin County 
School Board reserves 
the right to reject any 
and all proposals, to 
re-advertise, and to en-
ter into contract deter-
mined to be in its best 
interest.
Pub: November 8, 2018

22185T
IN THEE PROBATE 

COURT OF HOUSTON 
COUNTY STATE OF 

ALABAMA
CASE NO. A2018-032

IN RE: THE ADOP-
TION PETITION OF
JAMES SCOTT 
TURNER

NOTICE OF ADOP-
TION PETITION

To: Brentley D. Glass
233 Ellis Van Fleet 
Street Apalachicola, FL 
32320

Please take note that a 
petition for adoption of 
the minor child born to 
you and Donna Carol 
Turner has been filed 
and is pending in said 
Court by the 
Petitioner(s) named 
above. Please be ad-
vised that if you intend 
to contest this adoption 
you must file a written 
response with the attor-

ney for the petitioner(s) 
named above and with 
the Clerk of the Probate 
Court, 462 North Oates 
St., Dothan, Alabama, 
as soon as possible, 
but no later than thirty 
(30) days from the last 
day this notice is pub-
lished.

Attorney for Petitioner:
Laura P. Wells, Esq.
739 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL 36301
(334) 699-2020
(334) 699-2040

To: The Apalachicola 
Times

The above is a legal 
notice and should be 
placed in the appropri-
ate section of the news-
paper with other like 
notices. Said notice 
shall run once a week 
for four (4) consecutive 
weeks and charge to: 
Laura P. Wells, 739 W. 
Main Street, Dothan, AL 
36301. Upon comple-
tion, Proof of Service 
must be furnished to 
the attorney of record.

Given under my hand 
and seal this 30th day 
of October, 2018.

Patrick H. Davenport
Judge of probate
Pub: November 8, 15, 
22,  29, 2018

22179T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANK-
LIN COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DI-
VISION

File No. 2018-64 CP
Division PROBATE

IN RE: ESTATE OF
SUSAN ETTENHEIM
BRACHMAN
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of SUSAN 
E T T E N H E I M
BRACHMAN, de-
ceased, whose date of 
death was July 30, 
2018, is pending in the 
Circuit Court for 
FRANKLIN County, 
Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of 
which is 33 Market 
Street, Apalachicola, 
FL 32320. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representative 
and the personal 
representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this court 
ON OR BEFORE THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERV-
ICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
November 8, 2018

Attorney for Personal 
Representative:
Kfisty Branch Banks
Attorney
Florida Bar Number:
PO Box 176
Apalachicola, Florida 
32329
Phone: (850) 670-1255
Fax: (866) 601-4805
E - M a i l :
info@kbblavvfl.com
Secondary E-Mail: 
pj@kbblawfl.com

Personal
Representatives:
Philip Sigmund 
Brachman, Jr.
79 Indian HIll Road
Pound Ridge, New 
York, 10576

David Milton Brachman
4621 Lakeshore Drive
Pine Lake, GA 30072
Pub: November 8, 15, 
2018

AVIATION Grads work 
with JetBlue, United, 
Delta and others- start 
here with hands on 
training for FAA certifi-
cation. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call Aviation 
Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-242-2649.

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill. Cut 
lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 6 7 - 0 4 0 4  
Ext.300N

CHURCH FURNI-
TURE: Does your 
church need pews, pul-
pit set, baptistery, stee-
ple, windows? Big 
Sales on new cush-
ioned pews and pew 
chairs.

1-800-231-8360
www.pews1.com

Now accepting applica-
tions for the 2018-2019 
school year:

*K-5 Elementary 
Teacher

*Title I Reading
Interventionist

Send resumes to:
Chimene Johnson

ABC School 98 12th St
Apalachicola, FL 32320 

or to
cjohnson@abceagles.org

EOE

2 BR furnished down-
stairs apartment on St. 
George Island. 12X50’ 
deck, satellite TV, dvr 
and all utilities in-
cluded. $250/wk plus 
deposit. 850-653-5800

Carrabelle-Eastpoint
1BR Cottage, 700 sf
hardwood floors, free 
W/D, wifi, and gas 
range and fireplace, 
$570/mo (neg) + $135/ 
mo for utilities. Se-
cluded, 1/2 mi. from 
beach. 1st & security.
Pictures upon request. 
(954)816-7004

Eastpoint-Carrabelle
900 sq ft, furnished, 
Open Plan, 1Br, 
Jacuzzi, Washer & 
Dryer, Secluded in 
Trees, 1/2 mile from 
Beach. $670 month. 
954-816-7004

100 Acre State of 
the Art Horse Farm

Over $1,500,000 in-
vested. Completely 
furnished. Great for 
campers and/or 
equipment, etc.  Ad-
jacent to Destin and 
Panama City Beach.
Drastically reduced 
for quick sale. No 
storm damage!

575,000 firm. Call 
Agent (850)865-0838

1996 GMC Top Kick 
7500 Dump Truck or 
Trash Dump. 27100 

GVWR Excellent condi-
tion, dump operational. 

Hurricane Cleanup 
Truck, Florida Truck

$7900   863-289-4191

Need a
helping hand?

Advertise in
the Help
Wanted

Section in the
Classifieds!
747-5020 

If you didn’t
advertise here,

you’re missing out
on potential
customers.
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The following report is 
provided by the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
Arrests listed this week 
were made by officers 
from the Apalachicola 
Police Department, Car-
rabelle Police Department, 
Florida Highway Patrol, 
and the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office. All defen-
dants are to be considered 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

 

Oct. 29
T h o r n t o n  L e e  M o s e s , 

21, Eastpoint, resisting an 
officer without violence, 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of 
methamphetamine with 
intent to sell, manufac-
ture or deliver, possession 
of marijuana less than 20 
grams; $6,000 bond (FCSO)

S c o t t  E r i c  P o w e l l , 
2 9 ,  E a s t p o i n t ,  r e s i s t -
i n g  a n  o f f i c e r  w i t h o u t 
violence; released on own 

recognizance (FCSO)
 
Oct. 31
Lee Roy Lowe, 58, Opp, 

Alabama, disorderly intoxi-
cation; $2,500 bond (APD)

Benjamin Godbolt, 49, 
Sopchoppy, vehicle theft 
– grand theft third degree; 
$1,000 bond (FCSO)

 
Nov. 1
David Brian Keith, 26, 

Carrabelle, disorderly con-
duct – public affray; $1,000 

bond (FCSO)
Kevin Allen Beasley, 28, 

Carrabelle, disorderly con-
duct – public affray; $1,000 
bond (FCSO)

Juanita Davis Brown, 74, 
Carrabelle, battery; released 
on own recognizance (CPD)

 
Nov. 2
Ezequail Henry Cooper, 

53, homeless, Eastpoint, 
giving false information to 
a law enforcement officer 
conducting a missing person 

investigation; $2,500 bond 
(FCSO)

K e v o n  J .  T o d d ,  2 7 , 
Miramar, committing an 
unnatural and lascivious act; 
$2,500 bond (FCSO)

G e r a l d  G .  K e n t ,  2 4 , 
Apalachicola, possession 
of marijuana less than 20 
grams; $500 rent (FCSO)

 
Nov. 3
Franklin DeJesus Chesser, 

29, Middleburg, DUI – first 
offense; $500 bond (FHP)

A R R E S T  R E P O R T

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

A 70-year-old Alligator 
Point woman died in a one-car 
accident early Friday morning 
as she was traveling south on 
Bald Point Road.

According to a Florida 
Highway Patrol report, Laura 
Rocco was killed a little after 
midnight when the 2003 
Chevrolet Tahoe she was driv-
ing failed to negotiate a sharp 
right curve.

The vehicle left the roadway 
on to the northbound shoulder, 
where its left rear struck a util-
ity pole. The SUV overturned, 
ejecting the driver, who was 

not wearing her seatbelt.
At Tuesday morning’s 

county commission meeting, 
Commissioner Cheryl Sanders 
moved to have Street Depart-
ment Superintendent Howard 
Nabors and Clay Smallwood, 
from the county engineering 
firm of Dewberry, examine 
the area where the accident 
happened to see if it warrants 
putting up a guard rail.

“Personally I don’t think a 
guard rail needs to be there. 
It’s flat, not a steep drop-off,” 
she said, noting that the road 
in that area was newly paved.

The commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve Sand-
ers’ request to have the area 
examined for a possible guard 
rail.

Alligator Point woman 
dies in one-car crash

By Charles Elliott 
Special to the Times

M ichael came and 
left, now it is 
time to pick up 

the pieces. Do not forget 
that if you are receiving 
services from the VA and 
changed mailing address, 
they need to be informed. 
For health and benefits 
administration, Veterans 
Benefit Administration 
for compensation and 
pension, contact 1-800-
827-1000, VHA medical 
and prescription contact 
your clinic, for many it 
is Tallahassee HCC at 
1-800-541-8387. The 
VA’s response to having 

mail returned is to cut 
off whatever benefit was 
being received, their 
way of getting attention. 
Don’t let it happen to you.

If you have lost your 
military documents 
do not wait too long to 
request copies, we are 
not the only ones affected 
by this disaster and the 
workload will go up. The 
VA does not have a special 
benefit for those affected 
by disaster but have 
established programs 
to assist those with VA 
guaranteed mortgages at 
1-877-827-3702, under 
the education programs 
1-888-442-4551, rapid 
rehousing for qualified 

veterans at 1-877-424-
3838 and caregiver sup-
port at 1-855-260-3274.

Michael made an 
impact but the Gulf 
Coast has been around 
for a while and will be 
still. Take care of your 
family and friends, and 
use the lessons learned 
to stand up to the next 
event. As always ready 
to be of service.

Charles B. Elliott is the 
veterans service officer for 
Franklin County. He can be 
reached at 653-8096, or by 
cellphone at 653-7051, or by 
email to Veteranse
vice@
franklincountyflorida.com.

V E T E R A N S  C O R N E R

Pick up the pieces after Michael
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