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Residents of Alligator Point 
have all but abandoned the 
idea of putting in a state-
of-the-art toll system for 
Alligator Drive, and instead 
are examining a less expen-
sive entry gate idea as well as 
possible implementation of a 
fee paid by area households.

Terry Madigan, a Tallahas-
see attorney and part-time 
Alligator Point resident who 
chairs the Alligator Point 
Taxpayer Association, said 
Saturday’s meeting at Mis-
sion by the Sea church drew 
about 50 residents, one of the 
heftiest crowds in years.

The audience heard from 
former County Planner Alan 
Pierce, who outlined what 
the likely expense, both in 
additional feasibility studies 
and in annual loan payments, 
would be for a Sunpass-gen-
erated electronic toll system.

“It doesn’t seem to be 
feasible, you would have to 
do further traffic studies,” 
Madigan said. “Based on 
guesstimates, it wouldn’t 
raise enough money to merit 
going through that process. 
The bulk of money would go 
to maintain the system.

“The consensus is that’s 
probably not going to fly in 
that form,” he said.

Allan Feifer, a member of 
the APTA board, was even 
more blunt.

“The toll idea put forth is 
dead,” he said. “The numbers 
are too huge for the amount of 
revenue. Everybody’s going 
to agree that idea is dead.”

Feifer has put forth a more 
modest barrier proposal, in 
which visitors would pay 
$1.50 to enter Alligator Drive 
while residents would pay for 
an annual pass that would 
enable them easy access.

His proposal, which does 
not include predevelopment 
costs, estimates costs and 
revenue based the barrier 
being erected on Alligator 
Drive about 400 feet after it 
turns off U.S., and before the 
first entrance to Bald Point 
State Park. This would be just 
before the site of a proposed 
new fire station.

Civil work, for grading 
and construction of a fence, 
would run about $60,000, 
with another $50,000 spent 
on the toll barrier equipment.

The costs of upgrades and 
meters for parking on newly 
acquired county property at 
the former KOA campground, 
would run about $80,000 
to create between 100 and 
150 spaces, accounting for a 
total one-time cost of about 
$190,000,

Feifer’s rough estimates 
are that the barrier gate 
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Nearly four months 
after Apalachicola city 
commissioners voted 
to grant them a 10-year 
lease on the Harbormaster 
House at Scipio Creek, the 
owners of an Apalachicola 
eco-tourism company 
have balked at the lease 
terms, prompting the 
city commission to call in 
a mediator to help broker 
the deal.

Robin Vroegop, who 
co-owns Florida Geo-
tourism Associates LLC 

with her husband, retired 
Tallahassee firefighter 
Mike Vroegop, appeared 
before commissioners 
March 6, and indicated 

they planned to abandon 
the arrangement.

“It became evident that 

New hitch in 
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The Harbormaster House [ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES ]
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As the Greatest Gen-
eration slowly fades 
into history, and mem-
ories of World War II 

become more distant and 
faint, Carrabelle isn’t 
forgetting.

A huge parade Satur-
day, bolstered in large 
part by the appearance of 
all the candidates vying to 
office in the upcoming fall 
election, helped to make 

the 23rd annual Camp 
Gordon Johnston Reunion 
Days another exciting 
tribute to the many men 
and women who not only 
trained for amphibi-
ous landings at Camp 

Still the Greatest 
Generation

Volunteers welcome visitors to the new location for the Camp Gordon Johnston World War II 
Museum, which is expected to open by May. [ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES ]
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Circuit Judge Terry 
Lewis has denied a “stand 
your ground” motion by 
defendant Clark Mayers 
that sought immunity 
from prosecution in the 
March 2015 shooting in 
the Apalachicola National 
Forest that left one man 

dead and another paralyzed 
for life.

In a 10-page ruling 
issued Friday, Lewis 
found Mayers, 42, of 
Milledgeville, Georgia, as 
represented by Tallahassee 
attorney Richard H. Smith, 
“had not met his burden 
of proving by the greater 
weight of the evidence that 
he was justified in the use of 
deadly force” against either 
Wesley “Dice” Jones, who 

was left a quadriplegic, or 
Jacob “Smiley” Cardwell, 
who was killed, at a Rain-
bow Family gathering.

L e w i s  a p p l i e d  t h e 
“greater weight of the 
evidence” legal standard, 
as required of the defense, 
that existed at the time of 
the shooting. Last year, 
the Florida legislature 
changed the law to require 

Judge denies Mayers’ 
‘stand your ground’ motion
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Eastpoint Fire Rib 
Cook Off Saturday

The 17th annual Eastpoint 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Charity Rib Cookoff will 
be staged at the fire house 
this Saturday, March 17 
alongside Vrooman Park, 
one block north of US 98 at 
Sixth Street and CC Land 
Road.

Free admission. Gates 
open at 9 a.m. BBQ dinners 
served from 11 a.m. till it's 
all gone. Get there early !

In addition to the cooking 
competition there will be a 
silent auction, children's 
area of rides and face paint-
ing. Live entertainment 
with the ever popular Liars 
Contest. Great family fun!

For more information, 
or to enter the cookoff, 
contact George Pruett at 
670-9000 or by e-mail at 
pru911@gtcom.net

 
Bay Area Choral 
to perform Sunday

The Bay Area Choral 
Society’s upcoming con-
certs will  take you on 
“A Sentimental Journey 
through Song,” as they per-
form music from the ‘40s 
era and World War II.

The concert, at 4 p.m. 
this Sunday, March 18 at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
will showcase familiar 
songs. Suggested donation 
is $5.

“Sentimental Journey,” 
“Boogie Woogie Bugle 
B o y , ”  “ M o o n  G l o w , ” 
“Moonlight Serenade,” “I’ll 
Be Seeing You,” “Mister 
Sandman,” “Dream,” “The 
White Cliffs of Dover,” 
“You’d Be So Nice To Come 
Home To,” “A Salute to 
the Armed Forces” and 
“The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic.”

The Bay Area Choral 
Society is supported by 
the Ilse Newell fund for 
Performing Arts. Since its 
inception the chorus has 
performed a broad selection 
of classical and contempo-
rary choral concerts. Dana 
Langford will conduct this 
performance and Janis 
Ramos will be accompany-
ing the choir on the piano. 
The chorus is comprised of 
Gulf and Franklin county 
talent, as well as singers 
that are winter visitors to 
our area.

Schools’ open enrollment 
ends Friday

The Franklin County 
School District’s controlled 
open enrollment for public 
school parental choice runs 
through Friday, March 16. 
Registration information 
is available on the Frank-
lin County School District 
website www.franklin-
countyschools.org for the 
open enrollment period 
for school year 2018-19. 
Contact Sue Summers 
at 670-2810 ext. 4109 or 
ssummers@frankln.k12.
fl.us for more information.

 

O U T  T O  S E E



* **

A2 Thursday, March 15, 2018 | The Times

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

An ad hoc group has 
been formed to advocate 
on behalf of the county’s 
emergency management 
services, in hopes of 
moving the department 
out from underneath 
the umbrella of Weems 
Memorial Hospital and 
assigning it to the sher-
iff’s office.

Named the “Coali-
t i o n  f o r  a  S a f e r 
Franklin County,” the 
group is chaired by East-
point businessman Steve 
K i r s h e n b a u m ,  w i t h 
Cliff Butler, a member 
of the Weems Memo-
rial Hospital Healthcare 
Foundation, as co-chair.

The advisory commit-
tee includes St. George 
I s l a n d  r e s i d e n t  B u d 
H a y e s ,  A p a l a c h i c o l a 
Mayor Van Johnson, Jay 
Abbott, president of the 
Franklin County United 
Firefighters Association 
(FCUFA), and George 
Pruett, vice-president of 
FCUFA.

Kirshenbaum said that 
the group, which plans 
to appear at the April 
3 county commission 
meeting, is working to 
ensure that EMS, which 
is a county responsibil-
ity, has adequate staffing, 
which is likely to require 
that employees get a 
boost by inclusion in the 
state retirement system

“We’re giving out so 
much overtime it’s ridic-
ulous,” he said. “We’re 
on the verge of burn-
ing out all our full-time 
employees.”

According to Michael 
Murphy. Weems interim 

EMS director since Oct. 
2016, the department has 
28 employees, including 
three full-time paramed-
ics, none of whom live in 
the county.

The ambulance ser-
vice made a total of 1,850 
runs last year, although 
only 1,386 of these were 
transported. Of these 
transports, 601 were 
taken to Weems, while 
283 involved transports 
from Weems to other 
nearby hospitals.

The average trans-
port is a little more than 
36 miles, based on dis-
tances calculated from 
within the county as well 
as those transports from 
Weems to Tallahassee 

Memorial, Bay Medical, 
Sacred Heart and other 
nearby facilities.

Pay for EMTs averages 
$11 per hour, and $14.25 
for paramedics, Murphy 
said, which is above aver-
age for the region, but not 
if the entire salary and 
benefit package is fac-
tored in.

“There’s no reason for 
people to stay here more 
than a year or two,” he 
s a i d .  “ W e ’ v e  s l o w l y 
dwindled down and no 
one is applying to replace 
those who left.”

He said Franklin is 
one of only four coun-
ties in the state (Calhoun 
is another) that main-
tains a hospital-based 

ambulance system.
Murphy said in 2017, 

the ambulance received 
a nearly $765,000 direct 
subsidy from the county, 
while it raised about 
$762,000 in billings to 
patients. This led to being 
in the black by about 
$109,000 at the end of 
the last fiscal year.

The average ambulance 
bill for a run is about $988, 
but Weems only gets a 
return of proceeds of 
about $560. Murphy esti-
mated that the ambulance 
service could save about 
$85,000 to $90,000 in 
overtime if it were fully 
staffed.

“I have had several 
paramedics and EMTs 
tell me that they would 
apply the day we obtain 
the proper benefits that 
almost all the other ser-
vices around us offer,” 
he said.

The sticking point in 
shifting the service to the 
sheriff’s office is likely 
to be the cost of bring-
ing employees under 
the Florida Retirement 
System.

Murphy estimated that 
the additional cost would 
be about $154,000, based 
on it being 23.27 percent 
of each full time or eligible 
employee’s salary, which 
last year totaled about 
$587,000.

In the last complete 
fiscal year a total of 
about $905,0000 was 
spent on overall payroll 
for employees, including 
part-time, non-eligible 
staffers, Murphy said, but 
this would drop to about 
$819,000 once overtime 
was stopped, and further 
drop with a decline in the 
need for part-timers.

He said based on a rev-
enue surplus last year of 

about $109,000, moving 
into the state retirement 
system would still leave a 
leftover.

“It will be a seamless 
transition to go from 
hospital-based to under 
the sheriff’s office,” 
Murphy said. “The sher-
iff’s office might need 
to employ an additional 
part-time member to its 
finance department to 
account for the additional 
35 employees as well as 
processing the revenue 
obtained from billing and 
county subsidy.”

Murphy said in addi-
tion to cost-savings from 
eliminating overtime, 
the service could save 
about $20,000 annually 
by moving the Eastpoint 
EMS station from the 
current location on U.S. 
98 to the sheriff’s office 
on County Road 65. 
Relocation of the Lanark 
EMS station to the old 
county annex location is 
expected to save about 
$11,000.

“Additional revenue 
will be obtained from 
a mutual aid contract 
with Liberty County for 
sole response to Suma-
tra at between $5,000 
to $15,000,” Murphy 
said. “Also being under 
the sheriff’s office, the 
reimbursement from 
the uninsured as well as 
patient contributions 
will probably be up an 
additional 5 to 10 per-
cent, or about $10,00 to 
$20,000.”

Murphy said that being 
fully staffed, with a cap-
tain on duty every day, 
will help in retaining 
employees. He said the 
EMS director would be 
moved into an adminis-
trative position which will 
provide more opportuni-
ties for grants, greater 
oversight and a tighter 
focus on the budget and 
both short- and long-
term goals.

New group pushes for EMS changes

A Weems ambulance stands ready to do its duty. [ MIKE MURPHY | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]
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an adversarial relationship 
was being developed,” she 
said, in describing the back-
and-forth the Vroegeops have 
had with City Attorney Pat 
Floyd since he first sent them a 
draft of a proposed lease on Dec. 
18, 2017, four days after com-
missioners voted unanimously 
to extend the deal.

“We entered into it, we 
thought it was a great idea,” 
said Robin Vroegop. “We have 
no desire to go forward with 
this lease and an adversarial 
relationship.”

“We came to you all with 
good intentions, I don’t know 
why it was misinterpreted,” 
she said.

The Vroegops’ proposed 
contract calls for a $1,000 a 
month rent for each of the next 
five years, and then five one-
year extensions which would 
allow for a 3 percent annual 
rent hike.

Prior to the meeting, they 
handed out their proposed revi-
sions to the 18-page lease to city 
commissioners. In her remarks 
Robin Vroegop did not go into 
detail about her objections to 

the language, other than to say 
“We have not signed this lease 
for a variety of reasons (as it ) 
did not contain the provisions 
that were discussed. It also 
has contradictory language 
regarding who is responsible for 
maintenance, and some clauses 
did not seem applicable.”

She contrasted the proposed 
lease to a simpler three-page 
agreement the city struck in 
2014 with the Florida Seafood 
Festival, to allow them to use 
space at Battery Park.

Floyd questioned Robin 
Vroegop as to why it had taken 
so long for them to respond to 
inquiries from his office, which 
he said were made on Jan. 26, 31, 
Feb, 20 and in March.

“We have received no 
response at all if there was 
any problem,” he said. “They 
should have come back and 
told me.”

Vroegop said she was in reg-
ular communication with city 
officials, including City Admin-
istrator Lee Mathes.

“The communication with 
staff was there (but ) it became 
adversarial,” she said. “At this 
point Mike and I would like to 
thank you very much. We will 
be leaving you $12,000 worth 
of improvements to the Har-
bormaster House; I can bring 
documentation.

“What we most do not want 
to do is to have contention,” 
Vroegop said. “It’s a lovely 
building. I hope somebody 
else will take up the cause. It’s 
the wrong time for us and the 
wrong people.”

Commissioner Anita asked 
“is there a solution to the 
issue?” and Vroegop replied 
that “ I think we need to put 
another person on point to 
negotiate this lease. Ten per-
cent of the 50 paragraph lease 
are unnecessary.”

Mike Vroegop told commis-
sioners that “what was agreed 
upon by this commission 
was not represented in this 
document.”

Floyd said he had drafted the 
lease “within the best of my 
ability. We hadn’t heard any-
thing for the last three-plus 
months,” which prompted 
Robin Vroegop to remark that 
“we’ve lost three months of 
business we planned to be open.

“I think it’s just something 
the city isn’t ready for,” she 
said. “We’re not into being in 
contention about it. I can’t get 
past the contention involved.

“I can’t sign that lease, it’s a 
very adversarial lease. (It says) 
that at any time they can declare 
us in default,” Vroegop said.

Grove asked Vroegop 
whether “it is possible some 

of the interpretation (of ) an 
attempt to protect us legally is 
being taken personally?”

Mike Vroegop replied that 
“I suggest you read it from a 
potential tenant’s point of view. 
It’s about what was agreed upon 
and it’s not in that document.

“There are many clauses in 
there that don’t even apply to 
us,” said Robin Vroegop.

Apalachicola resident 
Creighton Brown told com-
missioners the work the 
Vroegops have so far done 
on the building shows their 
intent.

“It seems like what we 
need is a mediator, we have 
a trained mediator. I would 
suggest the city not walk away 
from this,” he said.

“It’s not the city that’s 
walking away from any-
thing,” said Floyd.

Mayor Van Johnson rec-
ommended that Apalachicola 
resident John Alber, a retired 
attorney from a large interna-
tional law firm, and a trained 
arbitrator and mediator, be 
brought in to the discussion. 
Alber signaled from the audi-
ence that he would be willing 
to take on the assignment, on 
a pro bono basis.

“I would like to salvage the 
last five-and-a-half months 
of our work and my dream,” 

said Robin Vroegop.
“It seems eminently solv-

able,” said Alber.
“We have a difference of 

opinions, and it’s not uncom-
mon to bring in a mediator, to 
salvage these relationships, to 
salvage these issues, to move 
forward. I have all the con-
fidence in the world,” said 
Johnson.

Floyd said he was amenable 
to bringing in a mediator.

“There’s  a  difference 
between what they want in 
the lease. Let’s look and see 
what the differences are,” he 
said. “With a mediator, that’s 
fine. It’s the first time we’ve 
ventured in this territory but 
it might be necessary.”

Grove called it “a new set of 
eyes (that) might bring clarity 
to the situation.”

Commissioner Brenda Ash 
urged the parties to resolve 
the matter quickly. “We don’t 
need to prolong it,” she said. 
“It can become frustrating as 
an inconvenience. Let’s get 
the matter resolved.”

Commissioner Jimmy Elliott, 
a veteran of Army service in 
Vietnam and two Gulf wars, 
drew a wartime analogy to the 
Vroegops’ situation.

“It seems like you’re caught 
in no-man’s-land between 
two battle lines,” he said.

LEASE
From Page A1

would require one part-
time employee to empty the 
collection machine, at an 
annula costs of $25,000, with 
another $10,000 in miscella-
neous expenses, such as travel 
and accounting, and $20,000 
for maintenance and repair of 
equipment both at the barrier 
and parking areas.

After putting aside $25,000 
in reserve for depreciation, 
the total recurring costs 
are $80,000 per year, he 

estimated.
Revenue assumptions are 

500 vehicles a day paying 
$1.50, and 500 annual passes 
paying $150 each and 100 
parking spaces generating 
$100 a day total. Feifer said his 
assumption is lower than the 
official yearround average of 
$1,000 vehicles per day.

These assumptions mean 
that the annual revenue for 
vehicles would be about 
$273,750, for annual passes 
about $75,000 and for parking 
$36,500, accounting for total 
revenue of $385,250, which 
after subtracting expenses, 
would yield annual net revenue 
of a little more than $300,000

“Please note this is a totally 
back-of-the-napkin exercise 
for discussion only,” Feifer 
cautioned.

Madigan said APTA plans 
to hold community meetings 
to gather input on the new 
barrier gate idea, as well as for 
possible implementation of 
an MSBU (municipal service 
benefit unit) that would be 
assessed to all homeowners 
on Alligator Point, with the 
money going towards beach 
renourishment.

“APTA has not taken a posi-
tion one way or another,” he 
said. “The last time we (had 
a referendum) it ended up 
riddled with exemptions, and 

the whole thing got killed. That 
would be a concern this time 
around. Is everybody going 
to be absolutely treated the 
same? How do you make it 
fair?”

The funds raised would go 
towards beach renourishment, 
which would serve to protect 
Alligator Drive on a long-term 
basis.

“We need to come up with 
a solution for our localized 
problem, it impacts us, it 
impacts visitors and tour-
ists,” said Feifer. “We need to 
be proactive in it, to try to help 
the county figure out a way to 
do it.

“The county wants to wash 

their hands of Alligator Point 
in the financial sense, they 
have told us there needs to be 
an ongoing funding course that 
eliminates the need (for con-
stant road repair),” he said.

Madigan said APTA will 
likely engage Clary, the engi-
neering firm that did a recent 
white paper, to take a look at 
the feasibility of a barrier gate.

“We’re not going to hand 
over Allan’s plan on a napkin 
and say run with it,” he said. 
“We’ll also do our own poll-
ing to take the temperature of 
folks. If there’s terrible oppo-
sition to it (the MSBU) I don’t 
think the county’s going to 
push overly hard.”

TOLL ROAD
From Page A1
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OPINION

Margaret McDowell

"If you can dream it, you can do it."
—Walt Disney

 

May 6, 1954 dawned cool and breezy 
at Oxford's Iffley Road Sports 
Ground, less than ideal condi-

tions for a runner to attempt a world 
record. But a local medical student knew 
that two other international athletes were 
capable of covering a mile in less than four 
minutes, and soon might, and he wanted 
the record held by his native England.

His accomplishment was stunning, almost 
like Chuck Yeager shattering the sound 
barrier, or Neal Armstrong's moon walk. 
Many experts thought, that like the sound 
barrier, the four-minute mile was a mark 
that couldn't be broken by a human being. 
But the barrier was simply psychological.

In the 64 years since young Roger Ban-
nister ran the first sub-four-minute mile, 
his record has been bettered thousands of 
times. The current mark is 17 seconds faster 
than Bannister’s. My husband loves track 
and field, and I will occasionally watch a 
televised event with him and marvel at the 
power and grace of my fellow humans. The 
son of a college friend competed in the Olym-
pic trials in the 400-meter run a while back, 
and watching him compete was especially 
exciting. That Bannister, who died recently of 
Parkinson's disease at 88, became a respected 
neurological consultant and admired and 
eventually knighted citizen of Great Brit-
ain, adds luster to his accomplishment.

Finance imposes psychological barriers as 
well. The Dow Jones Industrial Average hit 
1,000 in 1972. The average investor could 
not have predicted a DJIA ticking along at 
25,000. I stumbled across an article recently 
about the important psychological barrier 
that existed when the DJIA was at 10,000. 
This occurred in March 1999, 19 years ago.

The advent of the IRA in 1974, which 
allowed Americans to shelter income annually 
in a tax-deferred investment account, was 
a Roger Bannister moment. Who could have 
envisioned that our investments could grow 
untaxed for decades? Another barrier was 
broken when 401(k) plans were introduced 
four years later, permitting employees to 
avoid immediate taxation on a portion of their 
income. Roth IRAs, profit-sharing plans, 
defined benefit plans and other individual and 
corporate investment vehicles all represent 
watershed thinking on the part of economists.

Business innovation is also commen-
surate with benchmark achievements. If 
you're reading this on a personal com-
puter or iPhone, you are utilizing technol-
ogy that was once considered impossible 
and impractical, like the four-minute mile. 
Who could have conceived 30 years ago 
that a small Seattle coffee company would 
eventually own 27,000 stores worldwide? 
Investors, entrepreneurs and start-up 
founders in our ever-evolving economy are 
dreaming, like Roger Bannister, of break-
ing barriers that the current business cli-
mate assures them cannot be bettered.

Margaret R. McDowell, author of the syn-
dicated economic column “Arbor Outlook,” 
is founder of Arbor Wealth Management, 
LLC, (850.608.6121~www.arborwealth.
net), a fee-only registered investment advi-
sory firm located near Destin. This column 
should not be considered personalized invest-
ment advice and provides no assurance 
that any specific strategy or investment will 
be suitable or profitable for an investor.

A R B O R  O U T L O O K

Bannister, Disney 
and future 

economic visions
By Kara Irby 
Special to the Times

Husbands, are you help-
ing your spouse with chores 
around the house? If your 
wife doesn’t think so that may 
result in a less satisfying sex 
life, according to new research 
by Florida State University.

FSU Sociology Prof. Anne 
Barrett and her former student 
Alexandra Raphael found that 
when wives reported an unfair 
arrangement in the amount of 
housework they were doing, they 
were also significantly more likely 
to report lower sexual satisfac-
tion. This was also true for hus-
bands who viewed housework 
arrangements as unfair to wives.

The study was recently pub-
lished in the journal Social Forces.

“We know housework is 
shared more equitably today 
than it was 50 years ago,” Bar-
rett said. “In the mid 60s, 
American wives did about seven 
times more housework than 
their husbands did. Now, it’s 
about two times as much. We 
wanted to examine how this shift 
has affected people’s satisfac-
tion in their marriages, and sex, 
of course, is an important part 
of intimate relationships.”

Barrett and Raphael used the 

second wave of 
data from the 
National Sur-
vey of Midlife 
Development 
in the United 
States to conduct 
their research. 

The survey involved about 
1,100 married individuals 
between 2004 and 2006.

The team examined three per-
spectives relating to housework 
during their research: temporal, 
distributional and fairness. They 
found that the fairness perspec-
tive, whether it was a husband or 
wife reporting, was the clearest 
indicator for sexual satisfaction.

“It was interesting that nei-
ther the number of hours or 
the distribution of household 
labor emerged as a really strong 
predictor of sexual satisfac-
tion,” Barrett said. “I think that 
housework can take on greater 
symbolic meaning earlier in 
people’s lives - then it becomes 
more routinized. At that point, 
it’s more of a question of whether 
this seems unfair or not, rather 
than the exact distribution.”

Barrett said her study was 
unique in that the age range of 
survey participants was about 
10 years older than other stud-
ies on this topic. Respondents 

ranged from 35 to 85 years old.
The researchers also examined 

how these perspectives impacted 
sexual frequency. They found 
that none of the measures of 
housework were connected 
with frequency. They believe 
this could be due to the age of 
their sample size. At older ages, 
other factors come into play 
that affect sexual frequency, 
especially health, Barrett said.

Barrett suggests future 
research on this subject could 
include cohabitating non-
married couples and same-sex 
couples. Because the data for 
this study provided a snap-
shot in time, the research-
ers said tracking couples 
over the course of their lives 
would give more insight.

“Following married couples 
over time to watch how their 
division of household labor 
shifts as they move through 
family and workplace transi-
tions, and how these changes 
affect their sex lives and mari-
tal satisfaction more gener-
ally, would be one of the 
big next steps,” she said.

Kara Irby is a news and copywrit-
ing specialist for the FSU Office of 
University Communcations. She 
can be reached at kirby@fsu.edu

D O  YO U R  PA R T

Couples who share chores report better sex

T he state of Florida expe-
rienced many trials in 
the past several months. 

Hurricanes swept across the 
state leaving unprecedented 
destruction in their wake. A 
school shooting devastated 
families in Broward County and 
shook the foundation of our 
state and country, forcing us to 
reckon with the severe mental 
health crisis and safety precau-
tions in our schools. Opioid drug 
use skyrocketed into a crisis 
demanding that the legislature 
take a holistic approach to find 
proactive and timely solutions. 
These all put a necessary strain 
on the state budget. How-
ever, Florida remains resolved 
to stay strong and focused.

“Though we expected a tough 
budget year, I’m concerned with 
some of the most fundamental 
aspects of the budget,” State 
Senator Bill Montford said. 
“Education saw an increase 
of less than half-dollar in the 
base student allocation; that 
is just 0.01 percent. With 
27,000 new students, standard 
inflation costs and hurricane 
impacts, this will not cover it. 
We cannot continue to have a 
world-class education system 

when we refuse to pay for it.
“Additionally, we have con-

tinually neglected across-the-
board pay increases for our 
state employees over the last 
decade and returned to that 
trend this year. One of the most 
important engines behind any 
business is their workforce; 
the same is true for the state 
of Florida. These issues clearly 
illustrate the need for the state 
to reevaluate basic government 
functions and take an active 
approach in funding them.

“Despite the disappoint-
ments, I advocated for the 
dollars so desperately needed 
in North Florida and there 
were some wins for the area,” 
he said. “Infrastructure is a 
continually growing need and 
imperative to economic devel-
opment. This year the legis-
lature recognized that need 
with almost $30 million for the 
small county road resurface 
assistance program. and more 
than $72 million for the small 
county outreach program, of 
which $15 million will go directly 
to rural areas of opportunity.

“Many of our most fis-
cally constrained counties face 
insurmountable price tags on 
wastewater treatment and 
management, which is why I 
fought to include $18 million for 
grant programs. Proper water 
management is the founda-
tion of any community’s ability 
to thrive. While this money is 
great news, water projects in 
North Florida came up short. 

Rural districts simply do not 
have the taxing capacity to meet 
the needs that are so apparent. 
We must provide more state 
assistance,” Montford said.

Accessible outdoor space plays 
a vital role in our communities, 
giving children and families a 
place to gather, enjoy the great 
outdoors and share the impor-
tance of physical activity. The 
city of Carrabelle will receive 
$50,000 to implement the first 
phase of the Tillie Miller Park.

With the continued dry, 
hot weather, fires are an ever 
present fear. Especially in 
areas dense with forestry. My 
colleagues and I were able to 
secure, $225,000 for the Fort 
Coombs Armory fire station 
towards a new sprinkler system.

North Florida has a rich his-
tory and many of our communi-
ties work tirelessly to preserve 
that history for generations 
to come. Franklin County 
will receive $50,000 from 
the state this year to preserve 
the Hanserd-Fry House.

All appropriations are subject 
to Governor Rick Scott’s veto.

Senator Bill Montford (D-Tal-
lahassee) represents the Florida 
Senate’s 3rd District, which 
includes Franklin as well as 
Calhoun, Gadsden, Gulf, 
Hamilton, Jefferson, Leon, 
Liberty, Madison, Taylor, and 
Wakulla counties. Montford 
was first elected to the Sen-
ate in 2010 and subsequently 
re-elected in 2012 and 2016.

S TAT E H O U S E  R E P O R T

Scant education increase won't cover costs

House

Flood Insurance Reauthoriza-
tion - Vote Passed (237-189, 7 Not 
Voting)
Passage of the bill, as amended, 
would reauthorize the National 
Flood Insurance Program through 
fi scal 2022 and would make 

modifi cations 
to the program, 
including: raise 
annual surcharges 
and reserve fund 
assessments 
on federal fl ood 
insurance poli-
cyholders, raise 

rates on properties that incur mul-
tiple losses, establish an annual 
deductible for severe and extreme 
repetitive loss properties and end 
the requirement that fl ood insur-
ance be purchased for commercial 
and multifamily properties located 
in fl ood risk zones.
Rep. Neal Dunn voted YES

H O W  T H E Y  VO T E D

Dunn

Bill MontfordBill Montford

Barrett
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CHASING SHADOWS

The following is the fifth 
and final excerpt from an 
article that appeared in 
the Pensacola Daily News, 
Feb. 14, 1890. Chasing 
Shadows has published this 
piece in its entirety over the 
six weeks. This final piece 
provides a snapshot of the 
city of Carrabelle in 1890.
Interestingly, according 
to Mark Curenton Apala-
chicola’s premier local 
historian who unearthed 
this gem, on March 12, 1890, 
the minutes for the Franklin 
County Commission reveal 
that “In the matter of The 
Bill of the Daily News Pub-
lishing Company of Pen-
sacola, Fla., laid over, and 
the President of this Board 
was appointed to commu-
nicate with the said com-
pany – as they have failed 
to comply with their propo-
sition of Oct. 22, 1889.”
At the April 9, 1890 county 
commission meeting, it was 
stated that “In the matter 
of the bill of the Daily News 
Publishing Co. of Pensacola, 
Fla. for $300 was consid-
ered and passed for $225.”
Curenton noted that his 
examination of the earlier 
county commission min-
utes did not reveal anything 
about what proposition the 
Daily News made. Likewise 
there was no information 
on how the article failed to 
meet the expectations of 
the county commission.

 
FRANKLIN COUNTY.

A TALE OF TWO CITIES.
Lovely, Prosperous, 

Thriving Apalachicola.
ITS BIRTH, GROWTH, 

FALL AND RISE.
From Poverty to 

Affl  uence. From Wealth to 
Indigence, From Penury to 
Prosperity, the Place has 

Run the Gamut.
ITS PEOPLE AND THEIR 

BUSINESS.
The Story of Carrabelle 

Briefl y Related, Etc., Etc., 
Etc.

CARRABELLE

In writing of the many nat-
ural and improved advantages 
of Franklin County, as well as 
the scenic surroundings, this 
issue would be incomplete 
without extolling the loca-
tion, founding of, and many 
resources of Carrabelle.

It is located about 25 miles 
across the bay from Apala-
chicola, and is reached by 
a sail of only three or four 
hours, on vessels which cross 
every day.

Situated at the west-
ern end of St. James Island, 
overlooking St. George’s 
Sound and at the mouth of 
the Carrabelle River, it is the 
gulf harbor of Middle Florida 
and Georgia. The island is 21 
miles long, and is on average 
about three miles in width. 
To the southwest is Dog 
Island, between St. George’s 
Bay and the mainland. It is 
the highest elevation of land 
on the entire gulf coast. No 
unsightly stretches of marsh 
lie between the shore and the 
deep water; there is no hang-
ing moss – that tell-tale of 
malaria. Vessels coming in 
from the gulf through East 
Pass can anchor within one-
half mile of the town, in 16 
feet of water.

There is at ordinary tide 18 
feet and 6 inches of water over 
the bar. The nearest harbor to 
the west equaling this is Pen-
sacola, 200 miles distant. The 
nearest to the east and south 
is Tampa, 225 miles. Compe-
tition from these points will 
serve as a stimulus to Car-
rabelle’s business enterprise.

There are tributary to 
Carrabelle Harbor the Apala-
chicola, Flint, Carrabelle, 
Crooked, Ocklockonee and 
Sopchoppy Rivers, all the 
timber from which must go 

to market by this harbor, from 
the fact that no vessel draw-
ing 14 feet or over can gain 
access to any other point in 
the bay.

The Augusta, Tallahas-
see & Gulf Railroad, which 
will be completed in or about 
March, 1890, will build a 
1,100-foot pier into the bay, 
from which all vessels can be 
loaded, thus saving the ship-
per the expense of lighterage. 
The facilities for entering the 
harbor are unsurpassed by 
those of any other port on 
the coast.

Mr. O. H. Kelly, who went 
there from Boston, Mass., on 
the 26th day of December, 
1877, is the father of the town. 
He went there for the purpose 
of laying out a town, as the 
manager of an Eastern syn-
dicate, and pitched his tent in 
the wilderness with a deter-
mination to succeed in the 
enterprise. He was selected 
for his pluck, energy, and 
superior business qualities, 
having received a world-wide 
reputation as the originator 
and secretary of the National 
Grange, which was organized 
in Minnesota.

The Farmers’ Alliance of 
the United States is the out-
cropping of the abandoned 
National Grange.

This gentleman came here 
with the intention of staying 
five years, and building a rail-
road for the gentlemen, with 
whom he was connected, to 
Tallahassee, and it was origi-
nally intended to complete it 

in two years. Mr. Kelly did not 
succeed in getting the char-
ter, however, until 1883, and 
it has been extended three 
times since that date. The 
last extension was made in 
February, 1889, and there is 
no question of doubt now that 
it will be completed and in 
operations by March 1, 1890.

The history of Carrabelle 
contains no airy tales, and 
is made up only from simple 
facts. The twelve years’ labor 
of one man, so to speak, 
who isolated himself from 
the world of commerce and 
social surroundings for no 
other purpose than bet-
tering the condition of his 
fellow-man; for developing 
the resources of a beauti-
ful country between the gulf 
and Tallahassee; for open-
ing to and showing the world 
the unlimited wealth of the 
waters of the bay; the billions 
and billions of feet of timber 
to be taken almost for the 
asking; and that are standing 
as nature placed them in the 
original forests on the many 
rivers tributary to the bay; 
and for publishing the truth 
– that Carrabelle is the near-
est gulf port to New York and 
Cincinnati, and is admirably 
located for serving the pur-
poses of a direct trade with 
the South and Central Ameri-
can states.

Can an individual build a 
more useful and substantial 
monument to his memory? 
Ten years hence Mr. Kelly 
will see some of his brightest 

hopes realized. If he shall 
have been called hence, his 
name and noble work will not 
be forgotten.

The old name of Crooked 
River was Carrabola on the 
Spanish maps. In honor of 
his niece, Carrie Arabelle, 
the name being similar to 
that of Carrabola, at his 
suggestion or request the 
present prosperous town of 
500 inhabitants was named 
Carrabelle in its charter of 
incorporation, which was 
received in 1882, under the 
laws of the state of Florida.

With an idea always upper-
most in his thoughts not to 
be antagonistic to anything, 
and having an experience at 
Washington, D.C., in post-
office workings, and then, 
too, not finding any name in 
the guide similar, he asked for 
and was granted the permis-
sion to name the post-office 
Carrabelle.

Miss Caroline A. Hall was 
the first post-mistress, and 
she was succeeded three years 
ago by Miss Fannie L. Kelley.

Mr. Kelley was the first and 
is the present Mayor.

The owners of the prop-
erty upon which Carrabelle 
is situated, including about 
20,000 acres of land, beauti-
fully laid out in town lots, are 
Benj. L. Curtis, Caroline A. 
Hall, Julia W. Kelley, Fannie 
L. Kelley, Grace H. Kelley and 
Garsphelia Kelley.

The proprietors take plea-
sure in saying that they have 
no ruins at which to point and 
tell of departed commercial 
wealth, but everything is 
new. The primitive forest 
being cleared to make room 
for the future prosperous 
town.

The three best fisheries on 
the gulf are located there, and 
the celebrated snapper and 
grouper banks are only two 
miles distant, due south. Mil-
lions of mullet, sheepshead, 
pompano, red snapper, grou-
per, drum, sea trout, Spanish 
mackerel, and every other fish 
that inhabits the gulf are in 
the bay in abundance.

The greatest oyster bars on 
the coast are in the immediate 
vicinity, and the bivalves are 
of the most delicious flavor. 
In quantity, size and quality 
they cannot be excelled.

From the hills that rise 
gradually from the shore the 
most superb views of the 
broad gulf are obtained, that 
from the hotel being particu-
larly picturesque, and the sea 
breezes are most exhilarating.

As a point for manufactures 
the proprietors offer the most 
liberal inducements.

For health the people 
challenge any other part of 
Florida, not a death occurring 
among the northern residents 
from natural causes.

The belt of land between 
Carrabelle and Tallahas-
see comprises a portion of 
the most productive sec-
tion of the state. The crops 
made consist of long and 
short staple cotton, sugar 
cane, upland and lowland 
rice, tobacco, corn, potatoes 
and other crops of this lati-
tude. Stock-raising is also an 

important industry. Oranges 
are not a feature of this part 
of the state, it being too far 
north.

T h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e 
Nicaragua Canal and the 
establishment of a direct 
t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l 
American States will create a 
business at all the gulf ports. 
Already a large exportation 
of sawed lumber from the 
local mills to Panama has 
been made and this trade will 
increase with the completion 
of the proposed canal.

On the completion of the 
railroad a line of steamers 
to ply between this port and 
Yucatan, Nicaragua, Hondu-
ras and ports on the Caribbean 
Sea will be inaugurated.

Cypress, oak, ash and other 
timber are found in abun-
dance in Wakulla and Liberty, 
the adjoining counties. There 
are numerous advantages and 
untold wealth for mill men at 
Carrabelle.

Phosphate beds, with anal-
yses of from 50 to 60 per cent, 
miles in extent, lie adjacent 
to Carrabelle, and are readily 
accessible to the miner.

Parties who may be seek-
ing profitable investments 
for their money will find it 
to their interest to visit, or 
correspond with Mr. O. H. 
Kelley, before locating, and 
ascertain the truth of these 
statements.

The Augusta, Carrabelle 
& Tallahassee Railroad

We have their assurance, 
will be completed on or before 
March 1, 1890. Mr. Benj. Sym-
ington, the Superintendent 
and agent of the company at 
Carrabelle, stating that the 
contractor, a gentleman of 
Kansas City, will reach Tal-
lahassee ere long with a corps 
of 600 or 700 men, to push to 
completion the construction 
of the railway. The rails have 
all been purchased, and are at 
the present writing en route 
to their destination. Thirteen 
miles of well-ballasted steel 
railroad track are now laid.

The Two Saw Mills

At Carrabelle are controlled 
by the Franklin County 
Lumber Co., and they are 
fronting on Carrabelle River. 
The capacity of one mill is 
35,000 feet of lumber per 
day; the other 50,000 feet. J. 
N. Coombs is the President, 
and A. Ludwig is Secretary 
and Treasurer. The firm 
employs from 125 to 150 men, 
and own the steam tugs Bessie 
M. and the Charles N. Tilden. 
The company has a planing 
mill connected with their 
business, with a capacity 
of 10,000 feet. The busi-
ness at the mills is managed 
and superintended by Mr. 
Coombs. The firm also has 
a well-stocked store of gen-
eral merchandise, furnishing 
almost every requisite of their 
employes[sic]. The mills are 
lighted with electricity, to 
enable them to run at night 
when crowded with orders. 
The Brush system of arc lights 
is used.

A history of Franklin County commerce: Part 5

Poster for the National Grange founded by O. H. Kelly, also the 
founder of Carrabelle. [THEPLACETOBEKNOXCOUNTY.WORDPRESS.COM]

Man watching cock fi ght at the Gulf Naval Stores rosin yard in 
Carrabelle circa 1890 [STATE ARCHIVES OF FLORIDA]

Construction of the Crooked River Lighthouse in 1890
[STATE ARCHIVES OF FLORIDA]

The Franklin County Lumber Co. in Carrabelle, during the 1920s. The 
water barrels on top of the roof were used to fi ght fi res.
[STATE ARCHIVES OF FLORIDA]
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Special to the Times

In recognition of Sun-
shine Week, from March 
11-17, Florida Court Clerks 
& Comptrollers last week 
launched a directory of 
public records information 
for each court clerk’s office 
in the state.

T h e  d i r e c t o r y  o n 
flclerks.com helps citi-
zens connect with the 
appropriate clerk’s office 
department or search 
records online.

Florida's Sunshine Laws 
are among the strongest in 
the country, giving every-
one access to important 
public information. These 
laws protect a citizen's 
right to remain informed 
and engaged, making data 
such as financial reports, 
board of county commis-
sion meeting minutes and 
court records available to 
all.

“We are fortunate to live 
in a state that promotes 

open 
govern-
ment and 
encourages 
citizens to 
be engaged 
members 
o f  t h e i r 

communities,” said Frank-
lin County Clerk Marcia 
M. Johnson, president of 
Florida Court Clerks & 
Comptrollers. “During 
Sunshine Week this year, 
I hope we can inspire more 
people to learn about what 
is available to them.”

Sunshine Week is once 
a year, but for clerks, 
upholding government 
transparency with accu-
rate recordkeeping and 
efficient reporting is a pri-
ority every day. Last year, 
Florida’s First Amendment 
Foundation honored Bre-
vard County Clerk and 
Comptroller Scott Ellis 
with the Pete Weitzel/
Friend of the First Amend-
ment Award recognizing 

his commitment to open 
government and ensuring 
compliance with Florida's 
public records laws.

Florida Court Clerks & 
Comptrollers encourages 
constituents to take full 
advantage of the infor-
mation they have at their 
disposal year-round. For 
more information about 
public records in your 
county, contact your 
county Clerk’s office. For 
more information about 
Sunshine Week, visit sun-
shineweek.org.

Florida Court Clerks 
& Comptrollers (FCCC) 
is a statewide nonprofit 
member association com-
posed of the Florida Clerks 
of the Circuit Court and 
Comptrollers. The asso-
ciation provides local 
government support ser-
vices, technical assistance 
and accreditation oppor-
tunities for all members. 
For more information, 
visit flclerks.com. 

Clerks unveil public 
records directory

During the week of 
Feb. 16 to 22, Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission 
Officers Nelson and Travis 
were conducting resource 
inspections of individu-
als fishing in Eastpoint. 
During an inspection, the 
officers found two indi-
viduals to be in possession 
of 14 spotted sea trout, four 
over the limit and six were 
undersized. 

T h e  a p p r o p r i a t e 

action was taken for the 
violations.

As part of FWC’s Com-
munity Oriented Policing 
outreach, Lts. Cook and 
Kilpatrick, along with 
Capts. Pearce and Wood 
attended a meeting at 
the Florida State Univer-
sity Coastal and Marine 
Laboratory organized 
by aqua-culturists from 
Franklin and Wakulla 
counties. 

The meeting was also 

attended by investigative 
captains from the Franklin 
and Wakulla County Sher-
iff Offices, representatives 
from the Florida Depart-
ment of Aquaculture and 
Consumer Services, and 
others from the public. 
The meeting was to discuss 
ongoing/emerging issues 
within the aquaculture 
industry. 

Close to 40 individuals 
were in attendance for the 
meeting.

F W C  R E P O R T

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

The county commis-
sion earlier this month 
voted to close the public 
shooting range in East-
point, located behind the 
Franklin County Humane 
Society off County Road 
65, but a date for the 
closure has not been 
set.

The move came follow-
ing a March 6 report from 
Fonda Davis, who over-
sees the county parks and 
recreation department.

“There is a safety risk 
to landfill staff, as well as 
to county inmates at the 
Franklin County Sher-
iff’s Office,” said Davis. 
“Parks and recreation 

staff have reported that 
during their  routine 
cleanup, they are find-
ing televisions and other 
items that have been 
hauled to the range as 
targets.

“For liability reasons 
and safety concerns, I feel 
we need to move forward 
with closing it,” he said.

C h a i r m a n  S m o k e y 
Parrish asked that staff 
write a letter to the city 
of Apalachicola, to ask 
for a swift opening of the 
city’s shooting range, 
located west of Apala-
chicola near Tilton Road, 
which borders the Box-R 
Ranch Wildlife Manage-
ment Area.

“Let's try to get it 
open to the public, so the 
public will have a place 
to go that’s a lot safer,” 

said Parrish. “It’s been 
an issue for a while. The 
animals (at the shelter) get 
nervous and start raising 
sand.”

Apalachicola Police 
Chief Bobby Varnes said 
he expected the Apala-
chicola range to be up 
and running within the 
next month or so. He 
also noted that while it 
is intended primarily to 
help in training Apala-
chicola police officers, 
the range will make avail-
able memberships for area 
residents, at a fee to be 
determined later.

Commissioner William 
Massey said Carrabelle 
Police Chief Gary Hun-
nings is looking into 
g e t t i n g  a  s h o o t i n g 
range up and running in 
Carrabelle. 

County shooting 
range to close

The following report is 
provided by the Franklin 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 
Arrests listed were made 
by officers from the Car-
rabelle Police Department 
and the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office. All defen-
dants are to be considered 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

 
March 7

Jennifer Lea Diestel-
horst. 43, Carrabelle, 
DUI – third violation 
within 10 years; $1,000 
bond (CPD)

Jimmy Roger Shiver, 
26, Eastpoint, principal/
accessory to smuggling 
contraband into a deten-
tion facility; $1,000 bond 
(FCSO)

Jennifer M. Larkin, 
36, Eastpoint,  prin-
c i p a l / a c c e s s o r y  t o 

smuggling contraband 
into a detention facility, 
and violation of condi-
tional release; no bond 
(FCSO)

 
March 8

Robert James Regis-
ter, 31, Apalachicola, 
two counts of violation 
of probation; $10,000 
bond (FCSO)

 
March 9

Russell Wayne Cooper, 
46, Apalachicola, pos-
session of a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription; released 
on own recognizance 
(FCSO)

Warren Lee Reid, 55, 
Key West, two counts 
felony violation of pro-
bation; no bond (FCSO)

Matthew Terrill Hart, 

4 4 ,  C r a w f o r d v i l l e , 
DUI - fourth or subse-
quent offense; $2,500 
bond(FCSO)

 
March 10

Freddie Eugene Wil-
liams, 45, Apalachicola, 
driving while license 
suspended or revoked – 
first offense, violation 
of probation; no bond 
(FCSO)

 
March 11

Felipe Javier Delacruz, 
42, Apalachicola, DUI – 
first offense, operating 
a motor vehicle without 
a valid drivers license; 
$1,000 bond (FCSO)

Henry E. Parramore, 
47, Eastpoint, Assault 
with intent to commit 
a felony; $1,000 bond 
(FCSO)

A R R E S T  R E P O R T

Johnson

LAW ENFORCEMENT
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prosecutors prove a defendant, 
by clear and convincing evi-
dence, did not act justifiably in 
self-defense.

At the outset of his ruling, 
Lewis noted that “because 
of the uncertainty in the law, 
and with the anticipation that 
whatever ruling I make might 
be appealed,” he would also 
determine whether the state, as 
represented by Assistant State 
Attorney Jared Patterson, had 
met the clear and convincing 
evidence burden.

“If the amended statute 
were to apply retroactively, I 
find that the state has not met 
its burden for proving by clear 
and convincing evidence that 
the (shootings were) not the 
result of the justifiable use of 
deadly force by the defendant,” 
he wrote.

In his ruling, which means 
Mayers continues to face 
prosecution for second degree 
murder, attempted first degree 
murder, and two counts of 
aggravated battery with a 
firearm, Lewis found contra-
dictions in the testimony both 
of Jones and other prosecution 
witnesses, as well as that of 
Mayers.

The broadest outlines of the 
story appeared to be that an 
armed Mayers confronted Jones 
and Cardwell in the early morn-
ing hours, over their burning of 
a tire not far from the river, and 
that they backed him up to his 
trailer at which time Mayers 
fired his gun, after being struck 
allegedly by a shovel wielded by 
Jones.

“Both narratives, in my view, 
are internally inconsistent, and 
not supported by the other tes-
timony or physical evidence,” 
Lewis wrote, noting that the 
most glaring contradiction in 
Jones’ testimony was the loca-
tion of the incident, which he 
testified  was “maybe ten to 
fifteen feet away from the fire.

“The crime scene photos and 

the physical evidence, plus they 
other testimony shows that the 
shootings occurred some 60-75 
feet away from the fire, right 
next to the defendant’s trailer,” 
wrote the judge. .

Jeremy Strickland, a pros-
ecution witness, testified that 
the shooting occurred near 
the trailer, and that he and 
Jones had backed Mayers up 
to the trailer “but did not do so 
aggressively,” wrote the judge. 
“He (Strickland) testified that 
they had their hands up and 
were saying things like ‘you’re 
not a killer,” and ‘calm down,” 
and that neither he nor Jones 
had any weapons, specifically 
no shovel in their hands.”

Lewis indicated he believed 
Mayers’ story had holes in it 
as well. In his testimony at the 
Feb. 23 hearing, Mayers said 
that he was awakened earlier 
that evening by a couple argu-
ing loudly outside of his trailer.

“Rather than simply opening 
the door or a window to call out 
to the couple, he gets dressed, 
complete with his keys, a flash-
light that attaches to a band 
around his head and a loaded 
handgun, just to open the door 
and speak with this couple,” 
wrote the judge. “That made 
no sense to me. Then with this 
problem solved, he decides to 
use the bathroom nearby and 
takes his gun with him. He 
explains that this is because 
there are bears and alligators in 
the woods. That didn’t make 
sense to me either.

“What does make sense is 
that the defendant needed 
some explanation as to why he 
was walking around with a gun 
before his confrontation (with 
Jones and Strickland). Because, 
if Mayers went and retrieved 

his gun after Jones threw his 
camera in the fire, that would 
suggest he acted out of anger,” 
wrote Lewis. “It would suggest 
premeditation.”

The judge noted that “Point-
edly, Mayers denied on cross 
examination that he was angry 
when his camera was thrown in 
the fire. He was upset, he said, 
but not angry. That also doesn’t 
make sense.”

Lewis also wrote that “it 
seems rather awkward to be 
carrying a gun tucked under 
your arm, as the defendant 
maintained he did, throughout 
the time of going to the bath-
room, going to the fire, and 
arguing with the people around 
the fire, going to retrieve his 
camera and coming back to film 
the event apparently using just 
one hand, while holding the gun 
in lace with the other arm.”

The judge also voiced skep-
ticism regarding Mayers’ claim 
that Jones, who had the use of 
only one arm due to an injury 
sustained a few years prior, 
“punched him in the jaw and 
snatched the camera from his 
hands all in one motion.

“That doesn’t make sense 
either,” Lewis wrote.

Mayers went on to testify 
that Jones picked up a shovel 
as he and Strickland advanced 
on him, and that he only then 
pulled out his gun and retreated 
towards his trailer, pointing it at 
the two men as he told them to 
get back.

“As he (Mayers) testified, ‘I 
couldn’t believe someone could 
be so stupid,” wrote Lewis. 
“Nor can I, unless, as Strick-
land testified, they were trying 
to get him to put away or give 
up his gun.”

The judge said he believed it 
was most likely that “consistent 
with Jones’ testimony, (Mayers) 
was angry at being disrespected 
by Jones and the others, espe-
cially having his camera taken 
away, and thrown into the fire, 
and that he came back with the 
great leveler, his handgun, to 
get that respect – or at least 
fear.

“When Jones smarted off to 
him again, he pulled out his gun 

and pointed it at him,” wrote 
Lewis. “But he didn’t get the 
reaction he expected. No one 
took the threat seriously. They 
didn’t think he would really 
shoot them. They started to 
approach him, trying to calm 
him down and get the gun from 
him.”

In Lewis’ opinion, it is not 
essential to decide whether 
Mayers only shot Jones after 
being hit in the  face with a 
shovel, or whether he shot Jones 
after he pushed the gun away 
with the shovel.

“(Mayers) was not justified 
in using deadly force because 
he was engaging in criminal 
activity at the time, specifi-
cally aggravated assault against 
Jones and Strickland,” the judge 
wrote. “And while it might have 
been foolish to do so, armed 
only with a small folding shovel 
against a pistol, Jones had the 
right to defend himself against 
the defendant.”

The judge also took issue with 
defense attorney’s Smith’s con-
tention that the inconsistencies 
in their testimony and the 
physical evidence suggest they 
were making things up. “But 
if these witnesses were trying 
to get their stories straight, 
and fabricate some testimony, 
they certainly could have done 
a better job of it. Indeed, the 
inconsistencies in the testi-
mony suggest candor rather 
than intent to deceive, a lack of 
accurate memory rather than 
purposeful falsehoods.”

In his analysis of Cardwell’s 
killing, which Mayers said 
took place shortly after he shot 
Jones, as he leaned against his 
trailer to collect himself, the 
judge said the defendant’s tes-
timony was contradicted by 
Jones, Brian Achison and Joshua 
Campbell, none of whom testi-
fied they saw Cardwell wielding 
a weapon.

“But, even accepting the 
defendant’s testimony that 
Cardwell came at him with a 
machete, that does not mean 
he was justified in using deadly 
force if, as I have found, the 
defendant had just shot Jones 
without legal justification.

“Cardwell had the right to 
defend himself and his friend, 
or anyone else in the vicinity 
from additional violence from 
Mayers,” Lewis wrote.

“Admittedly, if someone is 
coming at you with a machete, 
it is understandable that you 
would shoot them to protect 
yourself from harm,” the judge 
wrote. “But a pre-condition to 
the lawful use of deadly force is 
that you are lawfully where you 
have a right to be and are not 
otherwise engaged in criminal 
activity.

“Pointing a gun at someone is 
an aggravated assault. Shoot-
ing them is at least aggravated 
battery,” Lewis wrote. “If you 
commit two violent felonies 
and appear capable of com-
mitting more violence, you 
don’t get to kill someone who 
tries to stop you, and then claim 
self-defense.”

In his closing, which 
addressed the two legal stan-
dards, the judge noted that 
while “I don’t think the defen-
dant was justified in using 
deadly force in either situa-
tion, there is a big difference 
between him persuading 
me by the greater weight of 
the evidence that he acted in 
lawful self-defense, and the 
state persuading me by clear 
and convincing evidence that 
he did not.”

The judge noted that clear 
and convincing evidence must 
be precise, explicit, lacking in 
confusion, and “of such weight 
that it produces a firm belief or 
conviction without hesitation 
about the matter in issue.

“The evidence must be of 
sufficient weight to convince 
the trier of fact without hesi-
tancy,” he wrote, in referencing 
the definition of his standard by 
the Florida Supreme Court.

“(A) jury is free to believe 
or disbelieve all or any part of 
the evidence, and reasonable 
people could disagree on what 
the evidence provides,” Lewis 
wrote. “But, I am the fact-
finder in this proceeding and 
I just can’t say the evidence is 
clear and convincing (accord-
ing to this definition.”

MAYERS
From Page A1

Clark Mayers, at the “stand 
your ground” motion hearing.
[DAVID ADLERSTEIN/THE TIMES]
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SOCIETY

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

The Panhandle Players 
wrapped up the last of its 
four plays this season with 
a production of “Death-
trap” that was a blood-red 
jewel around the neck of its 
second year at the Chapman 
Auditorium.

Patrons are investing 
both in tickets, the three 
shows drew about 500 
playgoers, and in the resur-
rection of the auditorium 
as a stately venue for live, 
or in last weekend’s case 
deadly, theatre. Donations 
for future alterations, on 
top of the thousands spent 
by the community theater 
troupe on sounds, lighting 
and curtains, are ambling 
in, like those who enjoyed 
last weekend’s show.

Before I reflect excitedly 
on how good a produc-
tion “Deathtrap” was, it 
need be pointed out that 
the Players is a welcoming 

bunch of thespians, an 
equal opportunity gaggle of 
artistic people whose ranks 
are riddled with favoritism, 
cronyism and conceited 
cliques. Auditions are held 
for each production, which 
this year numbered four, 
squeezed in a four-month 
season conforming with the 
migration patterns of snow-
birds. Usually the auditions 
are about two months before 
the show opens, allowing for 
sufficient rehearsal time.

This year. former Play-
ers President Judy Loftus 
wanted to direct her 
most ambitious produc-
tion to date, the three-act 

murder-riddled mystery by 
Ira Levin, and so she chose 
the five actors she knew had 
the experience, talent and 
dedication to carry it off. 
It won’t be this way again; 
the Players have a strict 
policy of open auditions. 
But for this show at least, 
it ensured that she would 
have a cast up to the task of 
three months of rehearsals, 
to fully refine a set piece of 
five equivalent major roles.

They were up to the task, 
and then some. Mark and 
Natalie Parsley, and Play-
ers President Ed Aguiar 
were up to job of creting the 
set, which dripped tastefully 

with the sort of money found 
in Westport, Connecticut, 
where an aging playwright, 
once rolling in the clover of 
a smash hit, now has a string 
of nothing, a case of writer’s 
block so emotionally excru-
ciating that he’s willing to 
kill a young playwright from 
his seminar, just to steal his 
work.

David Stedman, a retired 
clinical psychologist with 
the VA, created a most 
loathsome Sidney Bruhl 
that only cold smugness 
and self-absorbed doubt, 
coupled with un-called-
for self-adulation, can 
truly enliven. His physi-
cal presence, not always 
easy for a man at 70, was 
energetic and staunchly 
discomfiting. It may be 
difficult for him to find 
work now not as a villain.

Royce Rolstad, as young 
playwright Clifford Ander-
son, matched Stedman’s 
performance with a care-
free, seemingly likeable guy 
who is in fact even more of 
a psychopath than Bruhl 

could ever dream of. Rol-
stad, used to laugh-aloud 
comic stuff, showed he 
could handle a more chal-
lenging role, and in doing 
so he turned in a smooth, 
s u a v e  p e r f o r m a n c e , 
understated, cautious, 
calculating.

The shrieking horror of 
the show, Sidney’s wife 
Myra, was delivered with 
emotional burn by Megan 
Shiver, a young actress 
amidst the grey hairs who 
populate Players. There is 
a mesmerizing quality to 
Shiver’s subtle delivery, 
piercing, just enough but 
never too much. If the audi-
ence wasn’t shaken by her 
panic and death, they have 
no appreciation for such 
things.

The two other charac-
ters balanced the trio, with 
weight on the far ends of 
sobriety and giddiness. 
Jerry Hurley, as attorney 
Porter Milgrim, was just 
what the show needed, a 
pleasant friend, witty and 
unintense, who probably 

gets boring after a while. 
That excitement on the 
other extreme, the Dutch 
psychic Helga Ten Dorp, 
was captured in a rollick-
ing contribution, by Sally 
Crown. She provided the 
all-important laughs that 
ensure that three deaths 
witnessed in the space of 
two hours do not leave 
anyone fretful or dismayed.

Loftus added an Alfred 
Hitchcock figure, played by 
Gary Niblack, who intro-
duced the play, and later 
made a cameo, that ensured 
the show would not take 
itself too seriously.

Instead, with a dazzling, 
and sometimes a tad too 
heavy, interplay of sound 
and lighting, the work of 
Patrick Leach and Ramon 
Valenzuela helped to make 
Loftus’ direction crisp and 
moving. This was a perfect 
finish to a successful season 
at the Chapman.

David Adlerstein is a mem-
ber of the baord of directors 
of Panhandle Players.

‘Deathtrap’ gives audience high-intensity doom

Taking a bow, from left, are Gary Niblack, Royce Rolstad, 
David Stedman, Megan Shiver, Sally Crown and Jerry 
Hurley. [ JO PEARMAN | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

H ello Franklin County!
The Basics of Better 

Living program will be 
held Friday, March 16 at 1:30 
pm at the Eastpoint branch. 
The topic will be “Cooking with 
Herbs.” These programs are 
facilitated by the county exten-
sion office. April’s topic will be 
“Extreme Recipe Makeover.”

Now that it is warming up 
outside it’s time to plant those 
tomatoes. Join us for the garden-
ing program, where the topic is 
“Totally Tomatoes: Tips, Tricks 
and Techniques for Success.” 
If you missed the program in 
Carrabelle, you have another 
opportunity at the Eastpoint 
branch on Tuesday, March 20 at 
1:30 p.m. Gardening programs 
are facilitated by Les Harrison 
with the Wakulla extension 
pffice. Next month’s gardening 
topic will be “Pick-a-Pepper: 
Production Protocols for the 
Perfect Capsicum Cultivar.”

The free Friday Movie Night 
at the Carrabelle branch, 
March 16 at 6 p.m. will fea-
ture “Red Dog,” rated PG:00.. 
All children must be accom-
panied by a parent or adult.

Just a few more weeks avail-
able for free AARP Tax Aide, 
which continues Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
April 12. Representatives will 
be at branches on alternate 
weeks. Registration required; 

more information available 
at both library locations.

Computer instruction con-
tinues at the Eastpoint branch 
through March. If you have a 
specific need with Windows 
10, Excel, Facebook or a device, 
there is one-on-one instruction 
sessions available. Assistance 

is available on Tuesdays, start-
ing at 10 a.m. Stop by or call 
the library to ask questions 
or sign-up for a session.

Teen Book Club for grades 
5-12 is held the first Wednes-
day of each month at 2 p.m. at 
the Eastpoint Branch. Are you a 
home-schooled student, a teen 
student, or just a young person 
who loves to read? Join us to 
share what you are currently 
reading, your favorite books 
and authors. See you in April!

Check the calendar of events 
for dates and times for adult book 
clubs and socials, yoga classes, 
Steam programs and the monthly 
writer’s forum meetings. The 
Eastpoint Branch has returned 
to regular operating hours of 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays. Both 
branches will be closed Friday, 
March 30 as a county holiday. 
The Carrabelle branch will also 
be closed on Saturday, March 31.

Find us and follow us on Face-
book at Franklin County Public 
Library and Franklin County 
Public Library Eastpoint Branch. 
The calendar of events and online 
resources are on the library 
website at fcpl.wildernesscoast.
org/. Contact the Eastpoint 
branch, Monday – Friday 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. at 670-8151, and 
the Carrabelle branch, Monday 
- Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
697-2366. See you at the library!

L I B R A R Y  C O R N E R

See ‘Red Dog’ free in Carrabelle Friday

EdgeWare Productions 
will presented three days 
of workshops at the Apala-
chicola Center for History, 
Culture and the Arts.

They will be in Apala-
chicola from March 20-24 
as an artist residency, to 
conduct community-
centered workshops and 
culminating in two per-
formances of their play, 
A Woman by Design on 
Friday and Saturday eve-
nings, March 23 and 24.

The workshops are 
designed to reach a broad 
audience from young 
children to adults. The 
two Shakespeare themed 
workshops are limited to 
25 active participants, but 
parents, teachers, and 
those interested in acting 
Shakespeare are welcome 
to observe.

“Shake Hands with 
Shakespeare, is on Tues-
day, March 20 at 4 p.m. 
D e s i g n e d  f o r  y o u n g 
children, it provides an 
overview of Shakespeare’s 
life and times. Creative 
movement, voice, and 
articulation joins with 
background information on 
theater and Shakespeare’s 
legacy. By the conclusion 
of the 60-minute work-
shop, participants will have 
learned a short piece from 
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” complete with 

actions to accompany the 
words. Ideal for students in 
firth through fourth grades.

“Action! Word! Word! 
Action” is on Wednes-
day, March 21 at 4 p.m For 
older students and adults, 
this session builds on the 
messages in Shake Hands 
with Shakespeare, with 
an emphasis on historical 
perspective, upbeat vocal 
exercises, and stressing 
movement, articulation, 
and vocal projection.

Audition Workshop “on 
Thursday, March 22 at 7 
p.m. Theatre profession-
als David Edgecombe and 
Elizabeth Ware will lead 
a discussion on audition 
techniques, do’s and do 
not’s, and the importance of 
being prepared and having 
a positive attitude. Insights 
on audition pieces, how to 
dress, and an inside look at 
what a director is looking for 
in auditions will be shared. 
Participants are encour-
aged to bring a 1-2 minute 
monologue, but this is not 
required for participation. 
Appropriate for adults and 
high school students.

There is no cost for 
participants, but dona-
tions are welcome. For 
more information contact 
Apalachicola Center for 
History, Culture & Art at 
apalachicolaschoolofart@
gmail.com

Artists present 
theatre workshops

Special to the Times

A Woman by Design, a 
play about Mary Colter, the 
foremost architect of the 
Southwest, will premiere 
at the Apalachicola Center 
for History, Culture and the 
Arts at 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, March 23 and 24.

The production is free 
and will only be shown 
twice. Featured in the 
title role is Elizabeth 
Ware, a professional 
actress well known for her 
solo performances. Ware 
and her husband, David 
Edgecombe, conceived, 
wrote and produced this 
70-minute one-act play 
as a sabbatical project 
from the University of 
Alaska Anchorage.

Ware and Edgecombe 
have worked in Alaska 
theatre for more than 
20 years. They bring a 
unique perspective to this 
timeless story of a woman 
struggling to establish her-
self in the male-dominated 

world of early 20th cen-
tury architecture.

As the chief architect 
and designer for the Fred 
Harvey Company, Mary 
Elizabeth Jane Colter was 
responsible for La Posada 
and most of the buildings 
that dot the South Rim of 
the Grand Canyon. Her 
work is now viewed as 
pivotal in the develop-
ment of Southwestern 
architectural design.

The production features 
slides of her major works 
and gives insight into a 
turbulent artistic life.

Famed female 
architect to share bio

Now that it is warming up 
outside it’s time to plant 
those tomatoes. Join us for 
the gardening program, 
where the topic is “Totally 
Tomatoes: Tips, Tricks and 
Techniques for Success.” 
If you missed the program 
in Carrabelle, you have 
another opportunity at 
the Eastpoint branch on 
Tuesday, March 20 at 1:30 
p.m. 

Elizabeth Ware 
as Mary Colter
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FAITH

Norma Jean Eth-
ridge, 78, of St. George 
Island, passed away 
on Thursday, March 8, 
2018.

Norma was born in 
Greeley, Colorado on 
Sept. 22, 1939. She 
graduated from high 
school and continued 
to receive her cer-
tificate in bookkeeping 
at Lively Vocational 
School in Tallahas-
see. She was employed 
at Calvary United 
Methodist Church, 
W.T. Cash Hall, Gulf 
Atlantic Culvert in 
Tallahassee, and with 
United Methodist 
Women and St. George 
Island United Method-
ist Church, St. George 
Island.

She was actively 
involved in St. George 
Island United Method-
ist Church, Food Bank 
of Apalachicola, Meals 
on Wheels Eastpoint, 
Backpack Buddies and 

Sisters in Sweat (SIS).
Norma is survived by 

her beloved husband of 
58 years, Carlton Eth-
ridge; sons Darryl and 
Rodney (Jeanne) Eth-
ridge; brothers Marvin 
and Gill Brehan and 
their families; grand-
children Toni, Scott 
and Gabriel Ethridge; 
Heidi the cat and other 
family and friends.

The memorial 
service will be held at 
11 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 15 at St. George 
Island United Method-
ist Church, at 201 E. 
Gulf Beach Drive.

In lieu of flowers 
memorial donations 
may be given to St. 
George Island United 
Methodist Church 
or Backpack Bud-
dies through the St. 
George Island United 
Methodist Church, 201 
E. Gulf Beach Drive, 
St. George Island, FL 
32328.

O B I T U A R Y

Norma Jean Ethridge
Special to the Timesh

For the eighth consecu-
tive year, a large group of 
Auburn University stu-
dents, affiliated with First 
Baptist Church of Opelika 
(Alabama) College Min-
istry, have turned their 
spring break into a mis-
sion trip to Apalachicola. 
Staying at Cape San Blas, 
and ranging in age from 
high school seniors to 
college seniors, the 300 
students fanned out this 
week to do construction 
projects both here and in 
Port. St. Joe, where they 
have been coming for the 
past 11 years.

F r a n k l i n ’ s  P r o m -
ise Coalition Director 
Joe Taylor said 75 of 
the students worked 

in Apalachicola, from 
S a t u r d a y  t h r o u g h 
this Saturday, on five 

construction teams that 
are completing over 20 
projects for seniors and 

home-bound community 
members. Projects include 
pressure washing, roofing, 
painting, and yard work. 
A community outreach 
team provided a dinner 
and children's activities in 
partnership with Project 
Impact Tuesday evening.

Tigers pitch in over spring break

Working on a project in Apalachicola are, from left, 
Auburn pre-med student Emma Parmer; Kenzie 
Hintson, who is studying social work; Reed Irwin, a 
civil engineering student; Cullen Peppers, studying 
mechancial engineering; and Sarah Beth Stocks, a staff 
leader of First Baptist Church, Opelika, Alabama. [ SUE 

CRONKITE PHOTOS | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

Working to clear off Sue 
Cronkite’s roof are Auburn 
students here for spring 
break.

Wandering Star quilters 
host show March 24

The Lanark Village 
Wandering Star Quilt 
Guild will host its Quilt 
Show on Saturday, 
March 24 at Chillas Hall 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Tickets are now avail-
able for the quilt raffle 
at $1 each, or six for 
$5, with the drawing to 
be held at 2:30 p.m. on 
March 24.

B r o w s e  t h r o u g h 
plenty of handmade, 
antique, and boutique 

items,  and enjoy a 
wrapped chicken lunch.

 
Women-only recovery 
group now underway

M a r i l y n  M c C a n n 
has started a Celebrate 
Recovery program, in 
conjunction with the 
St. George Island United 
Methodist Church. This 
is a women’s only group 
and you may contact 
Marilyn at 927-2088 or 
email celebrate_recov
ery@sgiumc.org for 
more information. 

FA I T H  B R I E F S

I would like to thank 
all of those college 
students from Auburn 
University for working 
on my house, They did a 
very good job, and may 
God bless each and every 
one of them. And I would 

like to thank Joe Taylor 
and Franklin’s Promise 
Coalition and everyone 
else who had a part in it. I 
also thank those kids for 
praying for me.

Eula Rochelle

C A R D  O F  T H A N K S

Auburn University 
students

In February, Jackie Cum-
mings, of Canfield, Ohio, was 
staying on St. George Island 
when she observed rockers 
in synchronized motion on 
a breezy day. She had just 
finished reading “Outposts on 
the Gulf: Saint George Island 
and Apalachicola from Early 
Exploration to World War II,” 
by William Warren Rogers, 
and so an inspiration was 
born.

 
The rocking chair ghosts 

arrived today
Floating in on a westerly 

breeze.
They nodded and 

smiled, gliding into their 

chairs
Displaying remarkable 

ease.
 
Rocking and rocking, 

longing to speak,
Stuttering, uttering, 

quietly muttering,
Their voices told tales 

from the past:
Of Seminoles, Span-

iards, a Union blockade,
“King Cotton,” Doc 

Gorrie, the “Apalach” 
story,

Of tonging and culling 
,fishing the Bay,

Warm island picnics, 
fried Southern chicken, 
fresh lemonade,

Of packets and steam-
ers, far-sighted dreamers,

Half-tracking, bullets 
cracking, GIs storming the 
shore,

Happy times, thriving 
times, the “ Yellow Fever” 
times

And oh, so very much 
more.

 
The stories continued 

long after four;
Then a matronly ghost 

rose to say,
“Alas, end of stay! West 

Wind is departing the day.”
Reluctantly, when asked 

to comply,
The furniture lost its 

sway.
Then sadly, silently, 

without any delay,
The rocking chair ghosts 

slowly drifted away.
 

Jackie Cummings 

T H E  P O E T ’ S  VO I C E

Whimsical Talkers in Weathered Gray Rockers

By Jim Welsh 
Special to the Times

Hope you had a good 
Camp Gordon Johnston 
Days last weekend.

This afternoon come 
over to the Franklin 
County Senior Citizens 
Center, 201 Avenue F in 
Carrabelle and have lunch 
with us. It will be Irish 
shepherd’s pie, unstuffed 
cabbage, Irish soda bread, 
and bread pudding. 
Lunch line forms at noon. 
Your donation of $6 will 
be collected at the desk.

Monday through Friday 
from 9 to 11 a.m. you 
can enjoy a mug or two 
of coffee at Chillas Hall. 
Still only 50-cents a mug, 
and on Thursday it’s free. 
Once in a while there’s 
something on the counter 
to go with the coffee.

Later on Monday 
evening, bingo is played 
at the senior citizens 
center. Doors open at 5:30 
p.m., early bird at 6 p.m., 

followed by regular at 7 
p.m. Come on over and 
have a fun evening. Then 
on Wednesdays, it’s bingo 
at Chillas Hall, right here 
in the village. Chillas Hall 
will open at 6 p.m., and 
regular bingo will start 
at 6:30 p.m. Snacks and 
soft drinks are available 
at both bingos. Raise your 
hand if you’re sure.

Over at Camp Gordon 
Johnston American 
Legion Post 82, you can 
get a huge hamburger 
with chips on Fridays`. 
Yum yum. Orders taken 
after 5 p.m. and shut off 
at 7 p.m. Your donation 
of $6 will be taken at the 
bar., And don’t forget 
to take a chance or two 
on the pastry raffle. For 
hamburgers on the lam, 
just call 697-9998. Pizza 
night is Sunday, when 
you can get a slice of 
pizza for a donation of 
$1. A whole pizza to eat 
in the lounge requires a 
donation of $8, and a $10 

donation will get you a 
pizza on wheels.

This Saturday morn-
ing, you want to be 
seen having a good full 
breakfast. The door at 
the Lanark Village Boat 
Club will be open from 9 
to 11 a.m. You fill out the 
menu slip on the table 
and breakfast is served 
by our faithful volun-
teers. The menu will 
have pancakes or French 
toast, bacon or sausage, 
eggs your way, grits, 
juice or coffee. All that 
for a donation of $5, to be 
collected inside the door. 
See ya there!

Also this Saturday, 
March 17, St. Patrick’s 
Day is our seventh annual 
Spring Cleanup in Lanark 
Village. Gloves and bags 
from the county solid 
waste department will be 
available at Betty Roberts 
Pavilion in Gene Sewell 
Park, at Oak Street 
and Heffernan, across 
from the old mini-mall. 

Cleanup day will be from 
9 a.m. to noon. There is a 
sign-up sheet in Chillas 
Hall. We need your help! 
Solid waste will haul off 
whatever we pile up, but 
not household garbage.

Yesterday we enjoyed 
a Reuben sandwich at 
Chillas Hall, thanks 
to Bob and Pat Dietz, 
and the helpers. This 
Sunday, March 18, there 
will be a celebration by 
the Lanark Village Asso-
ciation for Dot Bless for 
her hard work all these 
years, so when you get 
home from church, come 
on over for the celebra-
tion with us at Chillas 
Hall, starting at 1 p.m.

Be kind to one another, 
check in on the sick and 
housebound, and if you 
can’t say something nice 
about someone, silence 
is golden.

Until next time, God 
bless our troops, the 
poor, homeless and 
hungry.

L A N A R K  N E W S

Saturday’s clean-up day in the village
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OUTDOORS C O N TAC T  U S

Email outdoor news to 
tcroft@starfl.com

By Frank Sargeant 
Special to the Times

With temperatures in 
the 60s by day and 50s 
by night, the first part 
of March should provide 
ideal fishing conditions 
for many coastal species 
across the Panhandle—
and after St. Patrick’s 
Day, the arrival of the 
migratory species will 
really pump up the volume 
for anglers.

Cobia Action

March is  the clas-
sic month for arrival of 
cobia in the Panhandle, 
and with the water tem-
perature off the beaches 
already in the low 70s, 
they should be right on 
schedule this year.

The brown torpedoes 
typically travel any-
where from just outside 
the second bar to a mile 
offshore, usually moving 
east to west in spring. 
They often swim just 
below the surface, making 
them exciting sight-fish-
ing targets.

Cobia are sometimes 
called “crab eaters,” and 
they of course readily grab 
a small blue crab. But the 
best bait is often a live eel 
about 10 to 12 inches long; 
they’re often available at 
area bait shops during 
the cobia season in March 
and April. Live pinfish 
and finger mullet also 
do well, and soft plastics 
that imitate all these also 
catch fish, though live bait 
is usually king.

One lure that’s as good 
as the real thing at times 
is the pre-rigged Savage 
Lures Real Eel, which has 
an amazing swimming 
action and is available in 
8, 12 and 16-inch sizes—all 
are deadly. The LiveTar-
get Mullet and Pinfish, 
both soft plastics, also do 
well. The Savage Lures are 
available at Fisherman’s 
Choice in Eastpoint, and 
other outlets throughout 
the Panhandle.

T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 
tactic for boaters is to get 
out on the water at day-
break and motor slowly 
off the beach east to west. 
This puts the sun at the 
back of the captain, who 
usually operates from an 
elevated command post 
that allows him to see into 
the water. When a cobia is 
spotted, the boat is run in 
a wide arc around the fish 
and then allowed to drift 
as the target swims into 
casting range.

In the afternoons, the 
boats usually ease along 
from west to east, again 
putting the sun behind the 
anglers for best visibility.

Cobia can get huge—
the state record, over 130 
pounds—was caught off 
Destin, and though these 
giants are rarely seen 
these days due to fishing 
pressure, the fish grow 
fast, and cobia over 40 
pounds are not uncom-
mon. For that reason, 
stout gear is the ticket—
an 8-foot medium-heavy 
spinning rod will provide 
lots of distance when 
paired with a 4000-sized 
spinning reel and 40- to 

50-pound-test braid. 
Most anglers add a couple 
feet of 50-pound-test 
mono to stiffen the pre-
sentation and prevent the 
flexible braid from folding 
back on itself as the bait 
swims—it’s tied in with 
a double Uni-knot rather 
than a swivel for ease of 
casting.

The boat limit on cobia 
in the Gulf has been 
reduced to two, total, this 
year in an effort to help 
the populations rebound 
after a slump in recent 
years. Minimum size is 
33 inches to the fork, bag 
limit one per angler.

Kings and Spanish

Right after the cobia 
arrive, or sometimes con-
currently, Spanish and king 
mackerel start to show up 
in area waters. While the 
cobia tend to travel in pairs 
or schools of three to five, 
the mackerels often come 
in schools of hundreds—
or thousands! And since 
that’s a lot of mouths to 
feed, they don’t show up 
until the migrating bait 
schools arrive—they follow 
the bait all the way from the 
Keys as spring progresses 
up the peninsula. There 
are usually bluefish mixed 
in with them early, but the 
blues thin out as the water 
warms.

For Spanish and blues, 
a Clark Spoon with red 
bead head in size 0 or 
size 1 pretty much tells 
the tale—put several of 
these out a couple feet 
behind a one-ounce bead 
chain sinker and troll at 
a fast walk and you usu-
ally don’t need anything 
else—the fish show up 
around the inlets first, 
then move into the larger 
bays and out along the 
beaches. Number 1 or 2 
wire prevents cutoffs. 
Anglers who specialize in 
catching larger Spanish 
often get them with king 

mackerel live bait tactics, 
which we’ll see below.

School kings can be 
caught on an upsized ver-
sion of the Clark, a size 
4, with enough weight 
to put it down a few feet 
at 6 knots. Some hook it 
up behind a number 1 or 
2 planer, especially after 
the morning bite at the 
surface. A 2-ounce hair jig 
with a long strip of bonito 
or mullet belly also does 
the job for schoolies—it 
can be cast into breaking 
fish, or trolled rapidly. Or, 
for some real excitement, 
try tossing a big topwater 
chugger into breaking fish 
and working it hard—with 
luck, you’ll see a big king 
skyrocket higher than 
your head with the lure in 
its jaws!

Anglers who are after 
kings over 20 pounds, 
usually tournament fish-
ermen, rely on live bait 
s l o w - t r o l l e d  a r o u n d 
inlets, nearshore buoys 
a n d  o t h e r  g a t h e r i n g 
points. Cigar minnows, 
menhaden, ladyfish and 
mullet all are good king-
fish fodder, with baits 8 
to 12 inches long preferred 
by most. Most fish them 
on “stinger” rigs, with 
a single 5⁄0 or larger hook 
in the lips, a second 3X 
strong size 4 or 6 treble 
hooked just under the 
skin in the back to pre-
vent cutoffs. The hooks 
are attached with Number 
6 wire, and a foot or so of 
number 6 is also used to 
create a leader to a swivel.

These baits are trolled 
at 2 to 3 knots along the 
color breaks at the inlets, 
shoals and over offshore 
ledges where jumbo kings 
often roam.

At the Piers

March and April can 
bring some of the best 
pier fishing action of 
the year during a warm 
spring, with cobia, kings 
and Spanish all within 
reach early, and maybe a 
few tarpon around late if 
there’s some 80-degree 
weather.

Most pier pros rely 
on live bait, which can 
be sabiki-rigged off the 
piers. The live baits are 
immediately hooked up 
on larger rigs and put 
back over the rail, with 
best action usually at the 
far end of the span.

When cobia are on the 
move, the elevated posi-
tion of the piers gives 
anglers a great location 

for spotting the fish and 
getting a bait in front of 
them. It’s a bit more prob-
lematic when it comes to 
landing them, however; 
stout 7 to 8 foot spinners, 
5000-series reels and 60 
to 80-pound test braid 
gives a good shot at han-
dling even the larger fish. 
A pier net or bridge gaff 
will also come in handy; 
someone on the piers 
usually has one handy and 
will be happy to help.

S p a n i s h  a n d  s m a l l 
kings, also readily caught 
on live bait captured 
with sabikis, can be der-
ricked up with the heavy 
gear without netting, but 
larger kings will require 
net or gaff, or walking 
them all the way back to 
the beach.

Sheepshead Action

Sheepshead spawn in 
March and April, and it’s 
an opportunity to col-
lect a cooler full of these 
very tasty fish. While 
most sheepshead caught 
the rest of the year will 
be only a pound or two, 
those caught during the 
spawn are sometimes five 
pounds and up, and they 
have some beautiful fillets 
on them when they get to 
this size and larger.

The fish spawn on hard 
structure, typically rock-
piles, ledges and artificial 
reefs in 15 to as much as 
100 feet of water. Some 
also show up to pick at the 
barnacles on area piers, 
docks and bridge pilings—
they can be seen from the 
surface in many areas.

Fiddler crabs are a can’t 
miss bait, but for those 
who don’t want to go 
bait-wrangling, fresh-cut 
shrimp usually does the 
job. A size 1⁄0 to 2⁄0 hook 
and a chunk of shrimp tail 
about an inch long is right 
for fish to 3 or 4 pounds—
larger ones can gulp down 
a whole shrimp tail. They 
usually bite on bottom, so 
the bait is weighted. Some 
anglers do well with a bare 
jig head with a cut shrimp 
tail on the hook—¼   ounce 
for inshore and bays, 
heavier for deeper water 
or more current.

The length limit is 12 
inches, but that’s really 
too small to get much 
meat; those 14 inches and 
up produce a lot more. 
The bag limit is a gen-
erous 15 per person per 
day.

Sheepshead eat mostly 
shellfish, shrimp and 
crabs, and this gives their 
meat a light, flaky tex-
ture that’s delicious any 
way you want to cook it. 
The big issue with them 
is their abundance of 
needle-like spines; they 
can be like trying to clean 
a pincushion.

One easy solution is 
to use kitchen shears 
to nip all the spines off 
before starting to fillet. 
This takes the pain out 
of the job. Like most fish, 
they’re best if filleted, 
then skinned. The delicate 
flavor is great baked—just 
spray with olive oil, add 
fresh lemon slices and 
bake until a fork readily 
penetrates.

March fi shing picks up across Panhandle

Sheepshead spawn in March and April, making them easy 
targets for anyone who fi nds a spawning aggregation.
[FRANK SARGEANT | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES]

Whopper kings will also be on the agenda by mid-month 
as schools arrive from the south to stay the summer.
[CAPT. JUSTIN MOORE | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES]

Plastic eel imitations are 
a favorite lure for spring 
cobia, but the real thing 
does even better. [FRANK 

SARGEANT | SPECIAL TO THE 

TIMES]

F I S H I N G  R E P O R T

Spanish Mackerel was 
the main game along the 
Forgotten Coast this last 
week and at times you 
needed to elbow your 
way in at the sea wall 
along the St. Joe Marina. 
Clark Spoon Mackerel 
trees seemed to be the 
most effective bait for 
the week with double and 
triple hook-ups for some 
anglers. These are nor-
mally viewed as a trolling 
rig but with a little weight 
on the end clip they are 
very castable from the 
shore. I tried a Gotcha 
Plug as well along the wall 
but was out done by the 
Clark Spoon rig. There is 

also another lure that is 
doing fairly well and it’s 
called the Coho Killer. 
All of these lures and rigs 
are available at Bluewater 
Outriggers. Consult with 
the sales staff at Bluewa-
ter for these and other 
rigs that will help you 
have a successful day on 
the water. As a reminder 
the Bluewater Outriggers 
annual tent sale is just a 
few weeks away April 6-7 
and is not to be missed. 
So plan now to join us for 
shopping, fun, fishing 
tips, major vendors and 
food. Until next week 
Happy Fishing !
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SPORTS

Michaelin 
Watts and 
Russell 
Cumbie 
took gold in 
doubles tennis 
last weekend 
in Tallahassee.
[DAVE WATTS/

SPECIAL TO THE 

TIMES]

Dave Watts 
took a gold 
and silver in 
cycling last 
weekend in 
Tallahassee.
[MICHAELIN 

WATTS/SPECIAL 

TO THE TIMES]

Holy Family hosts 
‘Seniors and 
Smoking’ lunch

In recognition 
of Kick Butts Day, 
Holy Family is host-
ing a Lunch & Learn 
“Seniors & Smok-
ing: To Smoke or 
Not to Smoke; that 
is the Question” 
on Wednesday, 
March 21 from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The purpose will 
be to inform and 
warn seniors in our 
community of the 
dangers and per-
ils of smoking.

Studies show 
smoking risks are 
higher among elderly 
smokers, since 
tobacco use has 
been linked to car-
diovascular disease, 
respiratory condi-
tions, and cancer. 

Smoking is also a 
contributing factor 
to diabetes, osteo-
porosis, mobility, 
cognitive impair-
ment, blindness, 
depression, demen-
tia, macular degen-
eration, cataracts, 
hearing changes and 
decreased abilities 
in smell and taste.

Additionally, 
smoking can poten-
tially interfere with 
the effects of pre-
scribed medications.

“We hope to both 
educate and motivate 
our seniors that it is 
never too late to quit, 
and in doing so not 
only increases life 
expectancy, but also 
improves their over-
all well-being,” said 
Erica Head, activities 
coordinator at Holy 
Family Senior Center.

“The Franklin 
County Tobacco Pre-
vention Partnership 
and Students Work-
ing Against Tobacco 
Chapter have been 
working with com-
munity partners 
to increase cessa-
tion awareness,” 
said Kari Williams, 
tobacco prevention 
specialist for the 
Florida Department 
of Health in Gulf and 
Franklin Counties.

 “Most tobacco 
users have the moti-
vation to quit and 
our goal is to make 
sure these resources 
remain available and 
easily accessible.”

The senior com-
munity, as well 
as caregivers and 
others, are encour-
aged to attend this 
event for it is sure 
to be both engaging 
and informative.

Other upcom-
ing events include 
Saturday, March 24 
— Community Yard 
Sale held at the Old 
Fire Station from 8 to 
11 am; all proceeds go 
towards the Senior 
Programs at Holy 
Family Senior Center, 
and on Wednesday, 
March 28 — Holy 
Family will host 
a special Lunch & 
Bingo Birthday party 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for Jeanell Tolliver’s 
70th birthday, spon-
sored by her sister, 
Vernice Watson.

If you have ques-
tions about any of the 
senior activities at 
Holy Family, please 
contact Head at
 holyfamilysenior-
center@gmail.com 
or by phone at 
653-3134.

N E W S  B R I E F

By David Adlerstein 
The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

Franklin County’s varsity 
boy’s baseball team, under the 
direction of Kevin Cox, is off 
to a fairly good start, estab-
lishing that they can contend 
for a district title.

In the pre-season, Feb. 17, 
the Seahawks tied the Tiger 
Sharks 7-7 in Port. St Joe.

“The players of the game for 
game 1 would have to be junior 
Tonnor Segree who came on in 
relief and pitched three shut-
out innings and had a double 
and run scored. Junior Chris-
topher Newell also went 2 for 
4 at the plate with a double 
and three RBI. Proud of our 
guys the way we battled back 
from a 5-0 deficit in the first.”

In the second game of the 
day, North Bay Haven won 
7-3, after a couple errors in the 
first inning opened the door 
for North Bay Haven to score 
five in the first.Sophomore 
Javon Pride pitched three 
solid innings, only giving up 
one run.

In the away opener Feb. 20, 
Franklin County downed John 
Paul II 5-3.

Newell went four innings, 
striking out five, walking four, 
and giving up five hits and two 
earned runs.

The save went to Segree, 
who fanned four, walked two 

and gave up a pair of hits.
Highlight at the plate went 

to the number one and two 
hitters, Pride and junior Ethan 
Riley who both had two hits. 
Riley batted in two runs, and 
Pride one.

“This game could have been 
an easy win had we hit well 
with runners in scoring posi-
tion,” Cox said. “We left a lot 
of runners on base. But proud 
that we came out in game 1 and 
got the win.”

At the home opener Feb. 
27, Franklin County fell 5-2 
to Liberty County.

Newell took the loss, strik-
ing out five and walking two as 
he gave up seven hits, and four 
runs, three of them earned. 
Pride came in in relief, strik-
ing out one and walking two, 
while giving up one earned run 
on two hits.

We had one bad inning and 
gave up three runs,” said Cox. 
“The Bulldogs hit a two run 
homer in the second inning 
and then we gave them an 
extra run with a throwing 
error.

“We just did not take advan-
tage of the opportunities to 
score runs when we had them. 
Pitched well enough to win but 
did not get the big hits needed 
to win the close games,” said 
Cox. “I’m proud of the way we 
competed but have to get more 
quality at-bats when the run-
ners are in scoring position.”

At Bozeman March 3, the 

Seahawls fell 6-3, with junior 
Micah McLeod taking the 
loss, as he struck out seven 
and walked four, and gave up 
four runs, two of them earned. 
Segree, in relief, struck out 
two, walked two, and gave up 
a pair of earned runs.

“Again we pitched well 
enough to win but had our 
worse game yet at the plate,” 
said Cox. “Bozeman may be 
the most solid all-around team 
in the district but we still had 
our chance to tie the game in 
the seventh. We made a couple 
costly errors in the game that 
allowed them to have a com-
fortable lead and just could 
never get that big hit to score 
runs.”

Cox said McLeod was player 
of the game, for his hurling for 
four strong innings. Pride had 
two hits and two runs batted 
in.

At North Bay Haven March 
5, the Seahawks avenged an 
earlier loss with an 8-4 win.

Segree got the win by strik-
ing out five and walking three 
in four innings, giving up two 
hits, and two earned runs.

Senior Dalyn Sheridan 
struck out two and walked 
three over two innings, giving 
up a hit. Pride struck out one 
and walked tow in one inning 
of work.

“Our most complete game 
yet,” said Cox. “We finally 
hit the ball with runners in 
scoring position. If we can 

muster up timely hits like this 
and score six runs a game, our 
pitching is good enough for us 
to win a lot of ballgames.

The top four batters, Pride, 
Riley, Newell and McLeod 
all came up with big hits to 
score runs, Cox said. Backup 
catcher freshman Josh Odom 
who filled the DH role in this 
game collected two hits and 
Dalyn Sheridan pitched two 
shutout innings.

“This was the first game of 
the year where we played up 
to our capability,” Cox said. 
“Tonnor Segree also showed 
how good he can be on the 
mound throwing four strong 
innings.”

On Friday, the Hawks 
downed Wewa 5-1 at home, 
with Newell getting the win, 
striking out nine and walk-
ing two while giving up one 
earned run on five hits. Segree 
in relief got his second save of 
the season, striking out four, 
walking three and giving up 
just one hit.

“This was a game where 
our pitching carried us again. 
Newell and Segree were 
really solid on the mound and 
although we did not swing the 
bats well, we scored enough to 
win comfortably with the way 
we pitched,” said Cox. “We 
will have to get back in the 
cage and learn to take more 
quality at-bats. “

Riley had one hit and batted 
in a run. 

Seahawk pitching helps secure victory

By David Adlerstein
 The Apalachicola Times
dadlerstein@starfl.com 
850-653-8894

The Lady Seahawks defeated Talla-
hassee Leon 10-4 at home on Thursday, 
March 8.

Eighth grade Sage Brannan was the 
winning pitcher, throwing five complete 
innings, giving up only three hits, with five 
strikeouts and one earned run.

Eighth grader Brooklyn O'Neal hit a 
homerun in the fifth inning and was 2 for 4 
on the night with three RBI's. Sophomore 
Jaylin Charles was 3 for 3 with a double and 
was hit by a pitch. Junior Melanie Collins 
and sophomore Rosie Davis had two hits 
each.

Senior Madison Smith, junior Alexus 
Johnson, and Matyson Livingood all had a 
base hit as the Seahawks outhit Leon 12-5.

On Friday night, March 9, the team 
traveled to Panama City Bozeman and fell 
to the Bucs by a score of 5-3. Charles took 
the loss, hurling 3 and 1⁄3 innings, giving 
up six hits, five runs, only one of which 
was earned. Brannan came in and threw 
the last 2 and 2⁄3 innings giving up only one 
base hit, with two strikeouts.

Johnson led all hitters, going 2 for 4 and 
adding a stolen base. Smith and O'Neal 
added a double each, while junior Sophia 
Kirvin, Charles and Collins all had a single.

“We swung the bat better this week and 
our pitching was very good.,” said coach 
Scott Collins. “We have to keep improv-
ing, tighten up our defense a little, and I 
think we can go on a good run."

Junior Alexus Johnson, who leads all 
Seahawk hitters with a .448 batting average, 

cranks out a double v. Bozeman.
[PHOTO COURTESY FCHS ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT]

Lady Hawks down Leon, fall to Bozeman

Special to the Times

The Capital City Senior 
Games Tennis Championships 
were held this past weekend, 
March 9-11 at Forest Meadows 
Tennis Center in Tallahassee. 
Players compete in their five-
year bracket age group. The 
top three teams from each 
age group qualify to play in 
the Florida State Champion-
ships held in Clearwater in 
December.

Apalachicola’s Michaelin 
Watts and Sally Williamson 
won the Gold Metal for Wom-
en’s Doubles on Friday in the 

75-79 age group.
O n  S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  1 1 , 

Michaelin Watts and Russell 
Cumbie of Carrabelle won 
the mixed doubles, also in the 
75-79 age group.

Dave Watts, competing in 
the 80 to 84 age group, and 
won the gold in the 5k bicycle 
sprint, and then took on the 
10k bicycle sprint and won a 
silver.

BELOW: Sally Williamson. left, 
and Michaelin Watts took gold in 
doubles tennis last weekend in 
Tallahassee.
[ DAVE WATTS | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES]

Seniors lob and sprint to medals
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T R I V I A  G U Y

Wilson CaseyWilson Casey

“Trivia Fun” with Wil-
son Casey, Guinness 
World Record Holder 
from Woodruff, S.C., is 
published in more than 
500 newspapers across 
the country. Comments, 
questions or suggestions? 
WC@TriviaGuy.com

 
1. What did the “SC” stand 

for regarding Canadian SCTV, 
the sketch comedy show 
that ran from 1976 to 1984?

Sounds Cute, Sec-
ond City, South 
Camp, Satch Cold

2. How long did English-
man Roger Bannister hold 
the world title in running an 
sub-four-minute mile (1954)?

6 hours, 46 days, 
4 years, 6 years

3. Whose most popu-
lar tourist destination 
is Machu Picchu?

Ecuador, Shetland 
Islands, Peru, Taiwan

4. What’s a small-
headed cobra of Austra-
lia and New Guinea?

Taipan, Stan-
ley, Tartu, Sidon

5. Of what sport is Lyd-
wina the patron saint?

Soccer, Ice skat-
ing, Fishing, Lacrosse

6. What’s a pig’s gruntle?
Hoof, Belly, Tail, Snout
 
ANSWERS: 1. Sec-

ond City, 2. 46 days, 
3. Peru, 4. Taipan, 5. 
Ice skating, 6. Snout

f-stop, an abbreviation 
for a camera lens aperture 
setting that corresponds 
to an f-number, which is 
the ratio of the focal length 
of a lens to the effective 
diameter of its aperture.

M a r c h  i s  h e r e ,  w i t h 

i t s  b l u s t e r y  w i n d ,  a n d 
it's Another busy month. jam 
packed with the sights and 
sounds of Franklin County. 
The Times welcomes read-
ers to send us their best 
photographs. Whether they 
capture the brisk wind, a 
sunny smile, brilliant color, 

an unusuai image, person, 
place or thing, please share. 
Photos can be of any subject, 
but we especially like people.

Please send photographs to 
David Adlerstein at Dadler
stein@starfl.com. For more 
information, call 653-8894.

F - S T O P  F R A N K L I N

In like a lion

Sunrise on St. George Island Saturday morning [ MARTY COLUCCI | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

Boardwalk to the beach [ JAN DEMPSEY | SPECIAL 

TO THE TIMES ]

Tom Cain at work on a still life [ JUDY CAIN | SPECIAL TO THE 

TIMES ]

A red-shouldered hawk [ ROD GASCHE | SPECIAL 

TO THE TIMES]

If this cobia fl y from Forgotten Coast Fly Company can lure our French bulldog Ipsa, you know it’ll attract 
some mighty big fi sh! [ RICK LAFLEUR | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]
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Greg 
Kristofferson 
kisses his wife, 
Carrabelle 
Mayor Brenda 
La Paz, in 
tribute to the 
iconic photo 
from the war 
on the easel 
behind them 
at the former 
location of the 
Camp Gordon 
Johnston 
museum, now 
closed, as they 
prepare to 
relocate.
[ LISA MUNSON | 

SPECIAL TO THE 

TIMES ]

World War II vet Bob Dietz, with wife Pat, led the parade as grand 
marshal this year. [ LISA MUNSON | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

The ladies from Camp Gordon Johnston American Legion Post #82 
were out in full force for the parade. [ DAVID ADLERSTEIN | THE TIMES ]

Vintage landing craft from the war were on full display all day long.
[ LISA MUNSON | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES ]

The First 
Baptist 
Church of 
Carrabelle 
touted their 
Community 
Wide Family 
Easter Event, 
slated for 
1 p.m. on 
Saturday, 
March 31.
[ LISA MUNSON 

| SPECIAL TO 

THE TIMES ]

Gordon Johnston during the 
war years, but who served the 
nation during the war and in 
all subsequent wars.

An overcast sky didn’t 
dampen the enthusiasm of 
the morning parade, which 
was led by grand marshal 
Bob Dietz and a host of 
other World War II vets. All 
sorts of military equipment 
was on display, with beauty 
queens galore and American 
Legionnaires and their wives, 
and Masons and Shriners, and 
candy for the kids.

A l l  f i v e  c o u n t y  c o m -
missioners were on hand 
throwing goodies to the 
crowd, and the young ones 
were there ready to scoop 
them up.

Afterwards, in addition to 
a display of military vehicles 
presented by the Military 
Vehicle Preservation Associ-
ation’s First Florida Chapter, 
the Camp Gordon Johnston 
WWII Museum at the former 
Carrabelle High School was 
open for the last time, as it 
readies for its move to the 
new site at 1873 U.S. 98 
West, across from Carrabelle 
Beach.

The steel building on the 
site is being readied for its 
opening in the next couple 
months. 

Because state funding did 
not come forth as museum 
organizers had hoped, they 
have decided to convert 
the steel building, that had 
been earmarked as a ware-
house, into the main museum 
site.

On Saturday evening, 
the Camp Gordon Johnston 
reunion Dinner Dance at the 
senior center in Carrabelle 
drew a packed house of more 
than 145 people.

Senior Center Board of 
Director President Joanne 
Bartley worked alongside 
her daughter, Dr. Karen Bart-
ley, of the Wakulla Medical 
Center in Panacea, to help in 
cooking, as they were joined 
by a host of volunteers.

 

GREATEST
From Page A1
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The Blue Parrot
is Now Hiring:

Servers
Cashiers
Cooks

Hostesses
Bussers

Bartenders

68 West Gorrie Dr. 
St. George Island

Apply in Person 
at Blue Parrot

Ocean Front Cafe

DIRECT SERVICE
Liberty County Senior Citizens Association 

Inc. – Franklin County is currently seeking ap-
plicants for a 30-40 hour a week Direct Service 
position. The candidate must be able to pass 
a Level II Background Screening, possess a 
valid driver’s license, reliable transportation 

and valid motor vehicle insurance. Job duties 
include light housekeeping and bathing assis-

tance. Certified CNA or Home Health Aide 
preferred but not required. Salary will be 

based on experience.

Qualified applicants can obtain an employ-
ment application at Fort Combs Armory 66 4th 
St. Apalachicola, FL 32320 or Franklin Senior 

Services 302 W Ave. F Carrabelle, FL 32322 or 
Fax Resume with cover letter to 850-643-5672.
Liberty County Senior Citizens Association, 

Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
PH: 850-643-5690

is accepting applications for:

Registered Nurses
Full-time 7-3, Monday-Friday

Full-time 3-11 Shift, Monday-Friday
Baylor

Applications may be obtained from Marianna 
Health & Rehabilitation Center

or online at www.cityofmarianna.com/mhrc
4295 5 th Avenue Marianna, FL 32446 -

(850) 482-8091

We offer the Florida State Retirement System 
and 100% Employer Paid Health and

Dental Insurance

Seeking Candidates To Join Our Team!

Maintenance Tech
Cook

Patient Account Rep
Mental Health Tech

Competitive Pay & Benefits
EOE/Drug-Free Workplace

Apply online at:
www.emeraldcoastbehavioral.com

19446T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.: 
19-2017-CA-000155

DIVISION:

BANK OF AMERICA, 
N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.

CATHERINE A. PETER-
SON, et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN Pursuant to a 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated Feb-
ruary 14, 2018, and en-
tered in Case No. 
19-23017-CA-000155 of 
the Circuit Court of the 
Second Judicial Circuit 
in and for Franklin 
County, Florida in 
which Bankof America, 
N.,A., is the Plaintiff 
and Cathereine A. Pe-
terson, Robert J. Peter-
son, any and all un-
known parties claiming 
by, through, under, and 
against the herein 
named individiual 
defendant(s) who are 
not known to be dead 
or alive, whether said 
unknown parties may 
claim an interest in 
spouses, heirs, devi-
sees, grantees, or other 
claimants are defend-
ants, the Franklin 
County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court will sell to 
the highest and best 
bidder for cash in/on 
Franklin County Court-
house, 2nd Floor 
Lobby, 33 Market 

Street, Apalachicola, 
FL 32320 at 11: A.M., 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida on the 19th day of 
April, 2018, the follow-
ing descirbed property 
as set forth in said Final 
Judgmenet of Foreclo-
sure:

PARCEL 2-A:

COMMENCE AT AN 
IRON ROD AND CAP 
(MARKED #6475) 
MARKING THE IN-
TERSECTION OF THE 
EASTERLY RIGHT OF 
WAY BOUNDARY OF 
23RD AVENUE IN THE 
CITY OF APALACHI-
COLA FLORIDA WITH 
THE NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY OF U.S. 
HIGHWAY NUMBER 
98 IN SECTION 12, 
TOWNSHIP 9 SOUTH, 
RANGE 8 WEST, 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA AND RUN 
NORTH 79 DEGREES 
5 MINUTES 06 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG 
SAID NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY 
BOUNDARY 69.75 
FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD AND CAP 
(MARKED #7160) 
MARKING THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. 
FROM SAID POINT 
OF BEGINNING AND 
LEAVING SAID RIGHT 
OF WAY BOUNDARY 
RUN NORTH 00 DE-
GREES 12 MINUTES 
45 SECONDS WEST 
100.03 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD AND CAP 
(MARKED #716), 
THENCE RUN NORTH 
79 DEGREES 51 MIN-
UTES 41 SECONDS 
EAST 59.90 FEET TO 
AN IRON ROD AND 
CAP (MARKED 
#7160), THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
12 MINUTES 47 SEC-
ONDS EAST 100.00 
FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD AND CAP 
(MARKED #71601) 
LYING ON THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT 
OF WAY BOUNDARY 
OF U.S. HIGHWAY 
NUMBER 98, THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 79 DE-
GREES 50 MINUTES 
06 SECONDS WEST 
ALONG SAID RIGHT 
OF WAY BOUNDARY 
59.91 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINN-
ING.

A/K/A 291 US HIGH-
WAY 98, APALACHI-
COLA. FL 32320

Any person claiming an 
interest in the surplus 
from the sale, if any, 
other than the property 
owner as of the date of 
the Lis Pendens must 
file a claim within 60 
days after the sale.

Dated in Franklin 
County, Florida this 
14th day of February, 
2018.

Marcia M. Johnson
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
Franklin County, Flor-
ida

By: Terry C. Segree
Deputy Clerk

Albertelli Law
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028
Tampal, FL 33623
(813)221-4743
(813)221-9171 fax
eService: servealaw@ 
albertellilaw.com
AB-17-011048

In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, persons need-
ing special accommo-
dation to participate in 
this proceeding shoud 
contact the Clerk of the 
Courts, Marcia M. 
Johnson, 33 Market 
Street, Suite 203, Apa-
lachicola, FL 32320; tel-
ephone number (850) 
653-8861, not later than 
seven (7) days prior to 
this proceeding.  If you 
are hearing or voice im-
paired, please call 
(850)577-4400.  To file 
response please con-
tact Franklin County 
Clerk of Court, 33 Mar-
ket Street, Suite 203, 
Apalachicla, FL 32320, 
Tel: (850)653-8861; 
Fax: (850)653-9339.
Pub: March 8, 15, 2018

19380T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT SECOND JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT OF 
THE STATE OF FLOR-
IDA, IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY
PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2018-09CP

IN RE: THE ESTATE 
OF MAE NELL 
SPRATT,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

The administration of 
the Estate of Mae Nell 
Spratt, Deceased, File 
Number 2018-09CP is 
pending in the Circuit 
Court for Franklin 
County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 33 
Market Street, Apalach-
icola, Florida, 32320. 
The names and ad-
dresses of the Personal 
Representative’s and 
the Personal Repre-
sentative’s attorney are 
set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against 
decedent’s estate, in-
cluding unmatured, 
contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, on whom 
a copy of this notice is 
served must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate, in-
cluding unmatured, 
contingent or unliqui-
dated claims, must file 
their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO 
FILED WILL BE FOR-
EVER BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this Notice is 
March 8, 2018.

PEGGY ANN HAMM
155 West Pine Avenue
St. George Island, FL 
32328

PRISCILLA JOLENE 
ARMISTEAD
224 Franklin Boulevard
St. George Island, FL 
32328-4577

J. Patrick Floyd
Law Offices J. Patrick 
Floyd, Chtd.
408 Long Avenue
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
850-227-7413
Florida Bar No. 257001
Attorney for Petitioner
Pub: March 8, 15, 2018

19448T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

Case No. 16-198-CA

MV051, LLC, a Dela-
ware limited liability 
company,
Plaintiff,

v.

PHILLIP A. SPENCER, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF PHILLIP A. SPEN-
CER, UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT #1 and UN-
KNOWN TENANT #2,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to the 
Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in 
the above styled case, 
number 16-198-CA in 
the Circuit Court of 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida, that Marcia John-
son, Franklin County 
Clerk, will sell the fol-
lowing property situ-
ated in Franklin 
County, Florida, de-

scribed as:

Lot 12 of HOLIDAY 
BEACH, UNIT #1, a 
Subdivision as per map 
or plat thereof, re-
corded in Plat Book 3, 
Page 12, of the Public 
Records of Franklin 
County, Florida.

Parcel Identification 
Number: 01-07S-02W-
1031-0000-0120

Address: 9 Carousel 
Terrace, Alligator Point, 
FL  32327

at public sale, to the 
highest and best bid-
der for cash, on the 
2nd Floor Lobby which 
faces Highway 98, at 
the courthouse at 33 
Market Street, Apalach-
icola in Franklin 
County, Florida beginn-
ing at 11:00 a.m. on 
April 19, 2018.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS, 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

Dated this 20th day of 
February, 2018

GREENE HAMRICK 
QUINLAN &
SCHERMER, P.A.

Robert C. Schermer, 
Esquire
Florida Bar No.  380741
Post Office Box 551
Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone:  (941) 747-1871
Fax:  (941) 747-2991
Primary:  rschermer@ 
manateelegal.com
Secondary:  sdavis@ 
manateelegal.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Pub: March 8, 15, 2018

19548T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANK-
LIN COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 
2018-000013-CP
Division: Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF
Bradley Thomas Nel-
son
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Bradley 
Thomas Nelson, de-
ceased, whose date of 
death was December 
23rd, 2017, is pending 
in the Circuit Court for 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida, Probate Division, 
the address of which is 
33 Market Street, Suite 
203, Apalachicola, Flor-
ida 32320. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representative 
and the personal repre-
sentative’s attorney are 
set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against de-
cedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 

served must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 
March 8, 2018.

Personal
Representative:
Chala D. Parish
149 Avenue B
Apalachicola, FL 32320

Attorneys for
Personal
Representative:
SANDERS AND
DUNCAN, P.A.
80 Market Street
Apalachicola, FL 32320
Phone: (850) 653-8976
Donna Duncan, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 63869
ddduncan@fairpoint.net
Pub: March 8, 15, 201819542T

NOTICE
OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that, John 
Pearman, the holders 
of the following certifi-
cate have filed said cer-
tificate for a tax deed to 
be issued thereon. The 
certificate number and 
year of issuance, the 
description of the prop-
erty, and the names in 
which it was assessed 
are as follows:

PARCEL ID#:
29-06S-06W-73150087-02
90
Certificate No.
869
Certificate Year:
2014

Description of Property:
Lot 29, Block 87, St. 
George Island Gulf 
Beaches Unit No. 5, 
Plat Book 3, Pages 16 
& 17, Public Records of 
Franklin County, Flor-
ida.

Property Address:
335 Nedley Street, St. 
George Island, FL 
32328

Name in which as-
sessed:
Charles T. Hagan, Na-
talia Botha and 
Gwynne Ashton 
(Deceased)

All of said property be-
ing in the State of Flor-
ida, Franklin County.

Unless such certificate 
shall be redeemed ac-
cording to law, the 
property described in 
such certificate will be 
sold to the highest bid-
der at the Courthouse 
door on the First (1st) 
Monday in the month of 
April, 2018, which is the 
2nd day of APRIL, 
2018 at 11:00 A.M.

Dated March 2, 2018.

MARCIA M. JOHNSON
CLERK OF COURTS
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

By: Lauren Luberto
Deputy Clerk
Pub: March 8, 15, 22, 
29, 2018

19612T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR FRANK-
LIN COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2018-16-CP
Division: Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF
Jewel C. Meacham
Deceased.

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The administration of 
the estate of Jewel C. 
Meacham, deceased, 
whose date of death 
was November 2nd, 
2017, is pending in the 
Circuit Court for Frank-
lin County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 33 
Market Street, Suite 
203, Apalachicola, Flor-
ida 32320. The names 
and addresses of the 
personal representative 
and the personal repre-
sentative’s attorney are 
set forth below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other per-
sons having claims or 
demands against de-
cedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be 
served must file their 
claims with this court 
WITHIN THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF 
A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of 
the decedent and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against 
decedent’s estate must 
file their claims with this 
court WITHIN 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE 
TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 
733.702 OF THE FLOR-
IDA PROBATE CODE 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.

N O T W I T H S TA N D I N G  
THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED 
TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF 
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publi-
cation of this notice is 

March 15, 2018.

Personal
Representative:
Faye Gibson
625 McDaniel Street
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Attorneys for
Personal
Representative:
SANDERS AND
DUNCAN, P.A.
80 Market Street
Apalachicola, FL 32320
Phone: (850) 653-8976
Barbara Sanders, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 63869
bsanders@fairpoint.net
rwallace@fairpoint.net
March 15, 22, 2018

19594T
NOTICE UNDER FIC-
TITIOUS NAME LAW 
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 865.09, FLOR-

IDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to en-
gage in business under 
the fictitious name of 
ALLIGATOR POINT -
ST. TERESA ASSOCI-
ATION in Franklin 
County, Florida, with a 
mailing address of Post 
Office Box 213, Pana-
cea, Florida 32346, in-
tends to register the 
said name with the Di-
vision of Corporations 
of the Florida Depart-
ment of State, Tallahas-
see, Florida.

Dated this 15th day of 
March, 2018.

ALLIGATOR POINT 
TAXPAYERS’ ASSOCI-
ATION, INC.
Pub: March 15, 2018

19664T
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE SEC-
OND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT IN AND FOR 
FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 
17000174CAAXMX

DEUTSCHE BANK NA-
TIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR MORGAN STAN-
LEY MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST 2005-10, 
MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2005-
10,
Plaintiff,

vs.

GERALD N. KADIS; 
VIVIAN A. KADIS; UN-
KNOWN TENANT NO. 
1; UNKNOWN TENANT 
NO. 2; and ALL UN-
KNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING INTERESTS 
BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER OR AGAINST A 
NAMED DEFENDANT 
TO THIS ACTION, OR 
HAVING OR CLAIMING 
TO HAVE ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE OR INTEREST IN 
THE PROPERTY 
HEREIN DESCRIBED,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN pursuant to an 
Order or Summary Fi-
nal Judgment of fore-
closure dated February 
14, 2018 and entered in 
Case No. 17000174-
CAAXMX of the Circuit 
Court in and for Frank-
lin County, Florida, 
wherein DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR MOR-
GAN STANLEY MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST 
2005-10, MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-10 is Plaintiff and 
GERALD N. KADIS; 
VIVIAN A. KADIS;  UN-
KNOWN TENANT NO. 
1; UNKNOWN TENANT 
NO. 2; and ALL UN-
KNOWN PARTIES 
CLAIMING INTERESTS 
BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER OR AGAINST A 
NAMED DEFENDANT 
TO THIS ACTION, OR 
HAVING OR CLAIMING 
TO HAVE ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE OR INTEREST IN 
THE PROPERTY 
HEREIN DESCRIBED, 

are Defendants, I will 
sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash at 
the Inside 2nd Floor 
Lobby of the Franklin 
County Courthouse, 33 
Market Street, Apa-
lachicola, FL  32320, 
11:00 a.m., on April 
19, 2018 the following 
described property as 
set forth in said Order 
or Final Judgment, 
to-wit:

LOT 65, PEBBLE 
BEACH VILLAGE, A 
SUBDIVISION AS PER 
MAP OR PLAT THERE-
OF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 4 AT 
PAGES 34 AND 35 OF 
THE PUBLIC REC-
ORDS OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

ANY PERSON CLAIM-
ING AN INTEREST IN 
THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, 
OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.

In accordance with 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 
1990, persons need-
ing special accommo-
dation to participate 
in this proceeding 
should contact the 
Clerk of the Court not 
later than five busi-
ness days prior to the 
proceeding at the 
Franklin County 
Courthouse. Tele-
phone 850-653-8861 
or 1-800-955-8770 via 
Florida Relay Service.

DATED at Apalachi-
cola, Florida, on Febru-
ary 21, 2018.

MARCIA JOHNSON
As Clerk, Circuit Court

By: Terry C. Segree
As Deputy Clerk

SHD Legal Group P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
PO BOX 19519
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33318
Phone: (954) 564-0071
Service E-mail:
a n s w e r s @ s h d l e g a l -
group.com
File No.: 1396-162924
March 15, 22, 2018

19662T
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS 

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS

Notice is hereby given 
that the Franklin 
County Board of 
County Commissioners 
is seeking Statements 
of Qualifications from 
firms and individuals 
for design, engineer-
ing, and construction 
administration services 
for renovating the Apa-
lachicola UF/IFAS Ex-
tension and ANERR Fa-
cility in Apalachicola. In 
addition, the selected 
firm or individual will be 
required to assist in 
preparing a priority 
schedule for renovating 
the building to best uti-
lize available funds.

For consideration, 
please submit three (3) 
copies of the qualifica-
tions in a sealed enve-
lope to:

Franklin County Clerk 
of Court

33 Market Street,
Suite 203

Apalachicola, FL 32320

All submissions must 
be clearly marked 
“Apalachicola UF/ 
IFAS Extension and 
ANERR Facility Reno-
vation” and be submit-
ted by 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, April 2, 2018. 
The Franklin County 
Board of County Com-
missioners will open 
the qualifications on 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018, 
at their meeting which 
begins at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Courthouse Annex, 
34 Forbes Street, Apa-
lachicola, Florida. The 
Board of County Com-
missioners reserves the 
right to reject any and 
all proposals.

For more information 
and to receive a com-
plete Request for Quali-
fications package con-
tact Whitney Barfield at 
whitneyc@franklincountyflori-
da.com or 850-
653-9783 x-194

Franklin County is an 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer and a Drug-Free 
Workplace.
March 15, 22, 2018

Indian Pass
390 Gulf Pines Dr.
Off C30A between 

the Cape and Indian 
Pass.

Saturday, Mar 17th
9 am until 1pm

Final
Moving

Estate Sale
Come make us

reasonable offers, on 
furniture, rugs, all 
sorts of things that 

MUST go!
txt FL90572 to 56654

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill! Cut 
lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: 
www.Norwood
Sawmills.com or call 
(800)578-1363 Ext. 
300N

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill! Cut 
lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: 
www.Norwood
Sawmills.com or call 
(800)578-1363 Ext. 
300N

BOH and 
FOH Staff 
Needed

New Island concept 
serving Mexican

cuisine hiring for all
positions

Email:gm@stgeorge-
cantina.com

Text:850-544-6465

CLEANING 
HELP WANTED

Saturday, Sunday and 
possibly some

weekdays.
Compettive pay, entry 

level start!
For more information, 

please call Tammy 
850-227-7975

or text 850-247-9825

The Gibson Inn 
is seeking:

Weekend Night 
Auditor

Fridays and
Saturday Nights. Fill 
in as need. Must be 
depenedable with 
good computer 

skills.

Apply in person at 
51 Avenue C.

Apalachicola, FL

Historic
District Loft
Beautiful open space. 
Available 4/1. No pets.
Furnished. $975 plus 
1/2 electric bill. $975 
security deposit. Water, 
cable included.
850-653-3838

Publisher’s
Notice

All real estate advertis-
ing in this newspaper is 
subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion or discrimination” 
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed 
that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper 
are available on a equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free number for the 
hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Carrabell-Eastpointe
1BR Cottage, 700sf
hardwood floors, free 
W/D, wifi, and gas 
range and fireplace, 
$550/mo, $135/ mo for 
utilities. Secluded, 1/2 
mi. from beach. 1st & 
security.
Pictures upon request. 
(954)816-7004

House for Rent
House for rent on North 

Bay Shore Drive
Eastpoint, FL.

4bd / 2bth, bay side, 
huge porch in back 
and pool. Beautiful 

sunset. Serious
renters only.

Call 850-899-3020 or 
850-899-3021

Apalachicola,
2br trailer avail.,

Call 850-653-6103
Text FL85996 to 56654

RV LOT 
RENTAL

Eastpoint Florida
Apalachicola Bay
50 amp hookup.
$400/month, one 
month minimum.
Deposit required.

Call: 914-843-2603

$209k 
Carabelle 

Home
178 River Road, 

Carrabelle. 
4Br-2.5Ba on one 

acre with oversized  
attached 2 car 
garage.A well

maintained home 
built in 1994,

downstairs master, 
family room with
fireplace, all tile 

floors,one year old 
roof,screened in 

patio,fenced in back 
yard, city water and 

sewage.
Call 859-340-2074

OUTBOARDS
2003 Suzuki DF 140 

four strokes in excellent 
condition ready for im-

mediate install 1100 
hrs. $8500 for both 

$4500 for one stainless 
steel props and con-
trols 478-954-2913

1974 
Motorhome
Ready to Go
Good condition, New 
parts, low mileage, low 
price of 4500. See at 
152 wilderness road, 
or
call 850-670-4102

Need a
helping hand?

Advertise in
the Help
Wanted

Section in the
Classifieds!
747-5020 
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Schools’ open 
enrollment ends Friday

T h e  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y 
School District’s controlled 
open enrollment for public 
school parental choice runs 
through Friday, March 16.

Registration information 
is available on the Frank-
lin County School District 
website www.franklincoun-
tyschools.org for the open 
enrollment period for school 
year 2018-19.

Or visit the district offices 
at 85 School Road, Eastpoin. 
The registration window will 
run through March 16. No 
applications will be accepted 
after that date.

Transportation is  the 
responsibility of the parent/

guardian.
C o n t a c t  S u e  S u m -

m e r s  a t  6 7 0 - 2 8 1 0  e x t . 
4 1 0 9  o r  s s u m m e r s @
frankln.k12.fl.us for more 
information.

Lively Welding Expo March 29

Lively Tech will host a 
Welding Expo on Thursday, 
March 29 that is open to the 
public.

The Expo will be from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Franklin County 
High School, and from 4 to 6 
p.m. at the Franklin County 
school board office, at 85 
School Road in Eastpoint.

For more information, call 
the school board office at 
670-2810 or Mann Roberts 
at (850) 926-WELD (9353).

Pre-K registration April 11

Registration for the 2018-
19 pre-Kindergarten program 
at Franklin County School 
will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11 
at the district’s school board 
offices, 85 School Road, 
Eastpoint.

You must bring the follow-
ing documents to complete 
the registration - birth cer-
tificate , proof of residency, 
current shot record , VPK 
(Voluntary Pre-K) certifi-
cate and current physical 
exam.

 
Grad committee announces 
Class of 2018 events

T h e  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y 

School’s Seahawk Graduation 
Committee has announced a 
schedule for the events hon-
oring the Class of 2018.

The annual Baccalaureate 
service, sponsored by senior 
parents and friends, will be at 
4 p.m. on Sunday, May 6 at 
the Eastpoint Church of God.

Senior Recognition Night 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 17 in the 
Franklin County School 
cafeteria.

The Graduation Ceremony 
will be on Friday, May 18. 
beginning at 7 p.m. at the 
Mikel Clark Sports Complex 
football field.

This year’s class, with the 
motto “The future belongs 
to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams,” 

by Eleanor Roosevelt, is led 
by President Ethan Moses, 
Vice-President Faith Sapp, 
Secretary Madison Smith, 
Treasurer Hannah Westbrook 
and Historian Chance White. 
Class sponsors are Tara Klink 
and Sunny Stultz-Dunaway.

The Seahawks Graduation 
Committee, chaired by Leigh 
Smith, also includes Gethia 
Burt, Dolores Croom and Jen-
nifer Darnell.

School principal is Jill Rudd, 
with assistant principals 
Robert Wheetley and Shelly 
Miedona. Superintendent is 
Traci Moses, and the school 
board is comprised of Stacey 
Kirvin, chair, and Teresa 
Martin, George Thomp-
son, Carl Whaley and Pam 
Marshall.

S C H O O L  B R I E F S

Sierra Caudle

Kindergarten through fourth 
grade students etched designs 
onto a Styrofoam tray called a 
plate. The plate was inked with 
block printing ink and pressed 
onto the paper to create multiple 
images, or prints, of the plate. 
The students inked the plates 
with a second color and pressed 

the plate onto the printed paper, resulting in 
multiple images of the second color. Students 
then created Matisse inspired paper collages on 
top of their printed designs.

Third grade student Sierra Caudle created 
a symmetrical collage with her cut shapes 
and titled her piece “Fireworks.” Sierra likes 

to draw and create artwork at home for her 
brother, and her friends, and to hang on her 
bedroom walls.

S E A H AW K  A R T I S T R Y

The following is the honor 
roll for the third six-weeks 
grading period at the First 
Baptist Christian School.
 
Kindergarten
Mrs. Johanna Ray
All As: Kairi Trest
A/B: Macie Braswell, Anna-
bella Creamer, Zy’ama Davis, 
Logan Fuentes
 

First Grade
Mrs. Cassie Strickland
A/B: Charles A.J. Cooper, 
Zachary Trice
 
Second Grade
Mrs. Cassie Strickland
All As: Emma Fuentes
A/B: Brylan Boone, Micah 
Creamer, Khloe Creel-Walker, 
Brayden Harris, Olivia Max-
well, Sophia Zingarelli 

H O N O R  R O L L

First Baptist 
Christian School

Caudle
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